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Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  differed  from  the 
geDtlemaa  from  Massachusetts,  not  ks  to  his  facts, 
Qor  as  to  the  inferences  he  drew  from  them ;  but 
as  to  ^hp  policy  of  permitting  those  inferences  to 
eo  aoolisJi  this  duty.  The  question  is 
.o.  ^er  the  State  of  New  York  will  be  ben- 
efited m  her  manufactures  and  her  canal,  by  the 
foariog  and  transit  of  the  Canada  wheat,  because 
i^er  owQ  ?rain  can  as  well  be  floured  and  carried 
as  that  of  Canada.  The  quantity  of  wheat  grown 
m  oar  country  must  always  be  regulated  by  the 
detoaad  .»  the  foreign  market.  If,  then,  by  fa- 
cilitatiog  the  transit,  you  bring  Canada  wheat 
into  tlial  foreign  market,  just  so  far  you  discour- 
age and  diminish  the  growth  of  American  grain. 
The  argument  of  the  gentleman  ffoes  only  to  the 
Denefitof  the  miller  and  the  canal;  but  the  pro- 
i\mii  in  the  bill  covers  not  only  the  miller  and 
the  cajial,  (by  giving  to  both  our  own  wheat  in- 
stead of  foreign  J  but  it  covers  the  wheat  grower 
aiw^  by  excluding  competition.  The  only  differ- 
eace  is,  that,  in  the  one  case,  the  Government 
gets  the  reTenue.  But  is  it  sound  policy  to  build 
oor  rereoae  on  che  growth  of  a  rival  and  neigh- 
torJDg  State  ?--oa  the  encouragement  of  foreign, 
io  the  place  of  domestic,  agriculture  ?  Did  any 
wise  goTemment  ever  pursue  such  a  policy  ? 

Here  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  rose  ana  apologized 
for  agaia  occupying  the  Committee,  contrary  to 
his  u&ual  habit  of  never  rising  twice  to  speak  to 
the  same  general  subject  on  the  same  day.  But 
He  felt  himself  constrained  to  make  some  reply  to 
a  remark  that  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from 
PeoDsylTania.  He  said  something  about  my 
claiming  for  Virginia  an  exclusive  dominion  over 
tbe  growing  of  wheat.  I  never  advanced  any 
such  claim.  1  said  that  wheat  was  a  great  staple 
io  that  part  of  the  State  from  which  1  came;  and 
I  said  no  more.  But  the  gentleman  farther  said, 
ifl  rightly  heard  and  understood  him,  that  if 
Virginia  ever  looked  beyond  her  own  confines  for  any 
tkiiig  bvt  pUUieal  power^  she  might  have  seen  that 
iier  oeighbors  were  interested  in  this  duty. 

[Mr.  Ikghah  observed  that  he  had  not  used  the 
word  « eyer,"  but  had  said,  "  if  Virginia  could 
.uok  beyond  her  own  boundaries  for  any  thing  but 
political  power^  she  would  have  seen,"  &c.  Buch 
was  the  expression,  and  the  gentleman  might 
Buke  the  most  of  it.] 

Mr.  Barbour  resumed.  I  should  hesitate  here 
to  he  the  eulogist  of  Virginia ;  but,  as  a  Virginian, 
bom  and  nurtured  within  the  bounds  of  that  State, 
i  should  be  lacking  in  a  duty,  which  is  even  prior 
^  the  duty  I  owe  to  the  House,  did  I  not  vindicate 
^^  character  from  such  an  aspersion  as  that  cast 
oppn  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
Wh^t  is  there  in  the  conduct  of  Virginia  to  merit 
'Qch  a  reflection  ?  If  she  has  enjoyed,  at  any 
time,  in  this  confederacy,  more  power  than  has 
^n  enjoyed  by  other  States,  wiience  was  that 
power  derived?  Whence  did  she  obtain  it?  From 
^e  free  consent  of  the  people  of  this  Union,  as  ex- 
pre5sed  on  this  floor,  and  else  where  j  in  part,  from 
i&e  consent  of  Pennsylvania  herself.  Did  she 
|K«es8  more  power  than  was  justly  due  to  her  ? 
He  would  appeal  to  all  who  heard  him,  whether 
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these  United  States  were  not  indebted  to  Virginia 
for  many  and  signal  benefits  ?  It  was  Virginia 
that  laid  the  very  foundation  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment ;  and,  ever  since  its  formation,  that  share 
of  political  power,  which  her  sister  States  have 
granted  to  her,  has  been  exercised  for  the  benefit 
and  prosperity  of  the  whole  Confederacy.  Of 
this,  there  has  been  the  most  distinct  and  univer- 
sal acknowledgement.  Look,  said  Mr.  B^at  her 
moneyed  sacrifices  to  the  interest  of  this  Govern- 
ment. Virginia  led  the  way  in  the  voluntary  sur- 
render of  her  immense  territory — a  territory  which 
has  since  furnished  to  this  Confederacy  three  en- 
tire States,  that  are  now  rising  monthly,  weekly, 
ay,  hourly^  in  dignity,  in  importance,  and  power. 
He  did  think  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
might  have  sparad  the  reflection.  We  live  in  a 
country  where  all  are  U^*  The  way  to  power  is 
alike  open  to  all.  It  cannot  be  obtain^  or  held 
but  by  the  voluntary  assent  of  a  majority  of  citi- 
zens. If  Virginia  gave  to  the  Confederacy  great 
men  in  the  field  and  in  the  cabinet,  was  this  to  be 
made  a  renroach  ?  If  her  citizens  had  attained  to 
an  exalted  station,  who  placed  them  there?  and 
was  it  not  acknowledged  that  they  had  filled  that 
station  with  an  honest  and  a  successful  endeavor 
to  promote  the  public  good  ?  and  if  she  had  poured 
millions  into  the  Treasury  of  the  General  Gk>vem- 
ment,  from  the  sate  of  lands  that  once  were  hers, 
should  this  be  imputed  to  her  as  a  fault  ?  If  such 
things  as  these  were  grounds  of  reproach,  then 
was  Virginia  indeed  to  blame. 

Mr.  Ingham  rose  in  reply.  He  said,  that  the 
passing  remark  he  had  made,  was  one  which  grew 
out  of  the  gentleman's  ow  n  course  of  debate.  When 
the  gentleman  said,  that  Virginia  had  no  interest 
in,  or  wish  for,  the  protecting  duty  proposed  in 
the  bill,  he  seemed  to  think  he  had  statea  a  sufl&- 
cient  reason  why  it  should  be  stricken  out  at  once. 
But,  in  such  circumstances,  Mr.  I  said,  he  could 
not  but  advert  to  another  bill  that  had  lately  been 
before  this  House,  the  bill  for  internal  improve- 
ments, against  which  Virginia  had  set  herself  in 
array,  with  all  the  immense  powers  of  her  line. 
He  was  not  now  inclined  to  controvert  the  state- 
ment the  gentleman  had  made  as  to  the  lofty 
claims  and  merits  of  Virginia.  He  did  not  think 
it  properly  belonged  to  the  present  debate,  though, 
if  that  subject  came  fairly  up  for  discussion,  he 
believed  it  would  be  found  there  were  two  sides  to 
that  question.  In  stating  the  political  course  of 
Virginia,  in  establishing  the  interests  of  this  Con- 
federacy, the  gentleman  might  have  remembered 
that,  in  the  whole  of  that  course,  she  was  essentially 
aided  by  her  old  friend,  Pennsylvania;  but  now 
she  had  increased  in  power  and  importance,  till 
she  seemed  to  think  she  might  set  up  for  herself, 
throw  ofi*  her  old  friend  and  coadjutor,  and  say  to 
Pennsylvania,  "  We  don't  want  you."  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  moment  she  could  be  relieved  from  that 
struggle  in  which  she  had  so  essentially  supported 
Virginia  for  the  general  good,  turned  her  anxie- 
ties to  her  individual  interests,  and,  as  a  darling 
object,  took  up  the  plan  of  internal  improvements, 
of  the  domestic  policy  of  the  country.  But  no 
sooner  did  she  appear  with  it  on  this  floor,  than 
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she  was  met  by  her  old  companion  and  friend  with 
reproach,  with  ridicule,  and,  be  would  add,  with 
contumely.  Who  was  there  but  would  say  with 
him  that  Virginia  had  looked  over  this  nation 
with  a  riew  to  power  ?  The  gentleman  says  she 
merited  it.  It  may  be  so.  I  shall  say  nothing  to 
her  disparagement.  X  shall  not  dispute  that  she 
has  given  many  great  men  to  the  Republic,  and 
I  approve  her  gteeral  political  course.  But  it 
might  be  said,  it  had  been  said,  though  he  should 
not  say  it,  that  she  had  pursued  that  course  with 
a  selfish  view  to  her  own  ascendency.  [Here  the 
Chairman  called  Mr.  Ingham  to  oraer.] 

Mr.  Clay  regretted  exceedingly,  the  course  the 
debate  had  taken.  It  was  certainly  altogether  un- 
necessary. The  great  merits  of  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania  were  known  to  all,  and  need  not  be 
repeated  on  this  floor.  Why  should  gentlemen 
indulge  in  such  a  course  of  reflection  ?  It  had  no 
connexion  with  the  subject  before  the  House,  and 
he  hoped  it  was  now  over. 

Mr.  Abcber  rase,  not  to  offer  an  argument,  but 
only  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  inquiry. 

The  CuAiBMAN  having  pronounced  tnis  to  be 
in  order, 

Mr.  Archer  said,  he  wished  to  inquire  whether 
he  had  heard  the  gentleman  rightly,  when  he  said 
^'  he  did  not  mean  to  say  any  thing  to  the  dispar- 
agement of  Virginia  ?" 

Mr.  Ingham  replied,  that  he  could  scarcely  con- 
ceive a  motive  for  such  an  inquiry.  He  had  cer- 
tainly expressed  himself  very  distinctly.  He  had 
not  imputed  to  Virginia  a  dishonorable  ambition, 
or  dishonorable  motives  in  her  ambition. 

Mr.  Webster  resumed  the  course  of  debate. 
He  said,  since  the  very  extraordinary  discussion 
to  which  they  had  been  listening  was  at  length  at 
an  end,  he  hoped  the  House  would  now  return  to 
the  question  properly  before  them.    He  thought 
the  argument  adduced  for  the  duty  was  of  a  sm- 
gular  kind.    It  amounted  to  this :  Our  wheat  rots 
upon  our  hands  in  stacks  and  in  sacks.    We  can't 
sell  it ;  we  don't  know  what  to  do  with  it ;  and 
now  we  mu^  take  care  lest  anybody  else  should 
bring  any  here.    The  gentlemen  think,  that  to 
leave  the  duty  without  increase  will  encourage 
the  settlement  of  Canada.    They  ask  if  we  shall 
bring  strangers  into  our  market  ?  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Feonsylvania  says  I  ought,  at  once,  to 
move  to  strike  out  the  ad  valorem  duty — as  if  the 
whole  profit  of  transit,  for  which  I  argue,  did  not 
turn  on  that  very  duty.    No,  sir ;  I  am  not  quite 
in  so  wild  an  extreme,  either  on  the  one  side  or 
the  other.    As  to  encouraging  the  settlement  of 
Canada,  does  not  that  gentleman  know  that  there 
are  inducements  on  our  side  of  the  line,  against 
which  no  sort  of  competition  can  for  a  moment 
be  presented?    Does  not  he  consider  that  this 
must  necessarily  be  the  case,  from  the  difference 
between  a  free,  popular,  home  government,  and 
the  colonial  government  of  a  distant  dependency 
of  a  monarchy?    Give  it  what  advantages  you 
plea8e-<-add  bounty  to  bounty,.it  is  the  same  thing; 
nothing  can  destroy  this  necessary  essential  differ- 
ence.   The  argument  amounts  to  this — if  you 
don't  give  our  own  citizens  a  duty  of  more  than 


fifteen  per  cent.,  they  will  go  over  to  the  Canada 
side.  Why,  let  them  go  then.  If  this  is  all  that 
keeps  them,  they  are  certainly  unfit  to  be  citizens 
of  this  Republic.  The  gentlemen  say,  if  you  keep 
out  the  Canada  wheat  from  our  canal,  our  wheat 
will  find  a  foreign  market.  Why,  sir,  so  will  the 
Canada  wheat.  The  bushel  of  wheat  that  grew 
on  one  side  of  the  line  will  very  probably  meet  in 
the  West  Indies  the  very  bushel  that  grew  oppo- 
site to  it  on  the  other  side.  You  can't  keep  it  out. 
The  true  question  is,  whether  the  expenses  of 
^oiog  round  by  Montreal  and  Q^uebec  ^iil  so  raise 
Its  price  in  the  foreign  market  that  the  gain  upon 
the  wheat  we  sell  there  will  more  than  compen- 
sate us  for  the  loss  of  the  ad  valorem  duty,  the 
transit  toil,  and  the  commercial  commission  and 
charges  for  the  shipment  ?  That  is  the  real  ques- 
tion, and  it  must  be  decided  by  facts,  of  which  1 
am  not  at  present  master;  but  I  should  suppose  it 
would  not,  by  any  means.  Gentlemen  are  afraid 
the  Canada  wheat  will  be  consumed  in  New 
York.  Why,  sir,  it  makes  not  a  cent  of  odds  if  it 
is ;  because  so  much  more  of  our  own  wheat  will 
be  exported  in  the  place  of  it.  New  York  is  not 
only  a  consumer,  but  an  exporter  at  the  same 
time.  The  gentleman  from  Delaware  says,  if  the 
Canada  wheat  does  not  come  down  the  canal,  oar 
own  will  come  down  in  its  place.  No,  sir ;  be- 
cause New  York  is  not  the  place  of  consumption, 
not  the  final  market. 

The  great  argument  for  the  transit  is  from  the 
revenue  it  will  produce  at  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem. All  our  drawback  system  is  founded  on 
transit,  and  a  very  productive  system  it  has  proved 
Gentlemen  ought  always  to  keep  it  in  mind  thai 
the  admission  of  the  Canada  wheat  to  pass  througli 
the  State  does  not  prevent  the  manufacture  of  oai 
own  within  the  State. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  greatly  surprised  at  th< 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
It  was  certainly  not  correct  that,  if  the  Canada 
wheat  did  not  come  down  our  canal,  it  would  ge 
as  cheaply  to  the  foreign  market  by  the  way  o 
the  St.  Lawrence. 

[Mr.  Webster  explained.  He  had  not  been  » 
absurd  as  to  say  this.] 

Mr.  Clay.  Then  the  gentleman  surrenders  tb 
argument ;  for  it  gets  to  the  West  Indies,  in  tha 
route,  burdened  with  additional  costs  of  transpoi 
tation ;  it  is  no  longer  able  to  compete  with  oun 
and  the  market  is  secured  to  our  own  agricuUi 
rist.  The  Canada  flour  is  certainly  eaten  soid< 
where,  either  in  the  United  States  or  in  a  foreig 
market ;  if  in  the  United  States,  then  so  much  ( 
oar  own  is  displaced,  and,  to  its  whole  amount,  i 
is  an  injury  to  the  American  wheat  grower ;  if  i 
a  foreign  market,  then,  if  that  market  was  grei 
enough  to  consume  both  all  the  Canada  whfl 
and  all  ours,  the  gentleman's  argument  migi 
hold.  But  such  is  not  the  fact.  Ours  and  (ft 
Canada  must  compete  for  the  same  consunH 
Why,  then,  bring  the  Canada  wheat  to  that  coi 
sumer  any  cheaper,  by  the  use  of  our  canal 
Wherever  the  Canada  wheat  goes,  go  where 
may,  it  takes  the  place  of  so  much  Americi 
wheat,  whether  at  home  or  abroad.    Besides, 
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yoQ  CQt  oflT  their  floor  from  the  use  of  our  canal, 
TOO  keep  it  at  home  for  all  that  portion  of  the 
year  that  the  St.  Lawrence  is  closed  with  ice, 
while  our  canal  is  open.  The  British  warehous- 
ing system  did  not  apply  to  this  case.  Gentlemen 
did  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  advantage  of  the 
home  consumption.  The  city  of  New  York  alone 
did  not  consume  less  than  800,000  barrels  of  flour 
annually.  If  Canada  flour  comes  to  New  York 
for  conMimption,  so  much  American  is  excluded. 
No  matter,  says  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, because  so  much  more  American  goes  abroad. 
Very  true,  if  there  was  a  market  ready  abroad  to 
receire  it;  but  this  is  not  the  case,  and  therefore 
it  is  a  dead  loss  to  the  American  farmer.  Such 
was  the  fertility  of  the  Canadian  peninsula,  be- 
tween Lakes  Brie  and  Ontario,  and  so  cheap  were 
the  lands  sold  by  the  British  Government,  that  the 
seukt  there  could  afford  to  undersell  the  farmer 
of  the  United  States,  whose  land  costs  him  ten 
times  as  much. 

Mr.  WEB9TER  rejoined,  and  said  that  the  great 
difficulty,  if  there  were  any,  lay  in  telling  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  duty  if  laid.  Would  it 
prevent  the  consumption  of  foreign  wheat  in  New 
Vorkl  Formerly,  the  price  was  the  same  on  both 
sides  of  the  lines.  Now,  on  account  of  the  in- 
creased facility  of  getting  to  a  market,  the  price 
is  raised  on  this  aide.  All  that  is  souffbt  by  the 
Canadian  wheat  grower  is  to  use  this  uicility:  his 
flour  comes  in  only  that  it  ma^  go  out ;  and  it 
would  be  easy  to  adopt  regulations  such  as  all 
foreign  GoremmeDts  have  done,  who  encourage 
the  transit  of  goods,  to  prerent  breaking  bulk. 
But;  the  gentleman  asks,  shall  we  gire  a  rival  fa- 
cilities to  get  cheaper  to  a  market  where  we  so 
oarsdves?  I  answer,  yes ;  if  he  will  pay  you  tor 
this  more  than  makes  up  the  difference.  This 
very  consideration  of  transit  toll  from  Canada  was 
bolden  op  and  largely  insisted  on,  when  the  great 
canal  in  New  York  was  proposed.  And  it  must 
not  be  forgotten,  that  the  toll  on  the  canal  was  not 
all  the  Canada  flour  paid  us.  It  paid  the  mer- 
chant on  the  lines  something ;  it  pays  the  mer- 
chant at  Albany  something;  the  merchant  at 
New  York  something;  and,  finally,  it  employs 
our  navigation,  and  pays  something  to  our  tars. 

The  question  being  loudly  called  for  from  all 
q Darters,  it  was  taken,  accordingly,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  P.  P.  Barbodr,  to  strike  out  the  hundred 
and  eighty-second  line  of  the  bill,  *^on  wheat 
twenty-fire  cents  per  bushel,"  and  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  71,  noes  113. 

And  then  the  Committee  rose. 


SATonnAT,  February  28. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
reported  a  bilL  "further  to  amend  the  Judicial 
system  of  the  United  States." 

[This  bill  proposes  an  important  change  in  the 
organization  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
the  main  features  of  which  are  as  follows :  The 
-es>ions  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  held,  hereaf- 
ter, on  the  4th  Monday  of  January,  instead  of 
Febriaary  in  each  year — the  State  or  Kentucky  is  I 


to  be  divided  into  two  districts,  to  be  called  the 
Eastern  and  the  Western — the  State  of  Ohio  also 
to  be  dirided  into  two  Dbtricts  in  like  manner — 
the  two  Districts  of  Kentucky,  hereafter  to  con* 
stitute  the  seventh  Circuit — ^the  two  Districts  of 
Ohio,  and  the  District  of  Indiana,  the  Eighth  Cir- 
cuit— the  District  of  Illinois  and  the  District  of 
Missouri,  the  Ninth  Circuit — the  two  Districts  of 
Tennessee  and  District  of  Alabama,  the  Tenth 
Circuit — the  two  Districts  of  Louisiana  and  the 
District  of  Mississippi,  the  Eleventh  Circuit — that 
a  Circuit  Judge  of  the  United  States  shall  be  ap- 
pointed for  each  District,  to  coiutitute  with  the 
District  Judge  in  each,  a  Circuit  Court,  dbc. — 
the  compensations  of  the  Judges  are  left  blank,  as 
also  are  the  cbanffes  proposed  by  the  bill,  of  the 
compensations  of  some  of  the  exbting  District 
Judges.1 

The  oill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  W.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  <An  act  to  amend 
an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial  gov- 
ernment in  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes;"  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  from  a  select  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  proposition  to  amend  the 
rules  of  the  House,  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment,  the  principal  effect  of  which  would 
be  to  devote  Friday  and  Saturday  in  each  week 
to  the  consideration  of  bills  and  reports  of  a  pri- 
vate nature. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallary,  the  report  was 
ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Van  Rbnssblaer,  of  New  York,  from  a 
select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  police  for 
the  Capitol,  dec,  reported  the  following  joint  res- 
olution : 

Resohtdj  <$-c.,  That  the  police  regulations  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  Washington  be  construed 
to  extend  to  the  public  grounds,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  preservation  of  the  public  order. 

2.  That  no  spirituous  liquors  be  retailed  any  where 
in  the  Capitol,  or  on  the  public  grounds  near  the  same, 
with  or  without  licence. 

3.  That  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives be  charged  with  the  preservation  of  the  floor  and 
walls  of  all  the  apartments  of  the  Capitol,  not  under 
the  care  of  the  Sergeant-at*Arms  of  the 'Senate,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

4.  That  the  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia  be 
empowered  and  directed  to  employ  a  deputy,  during 
the  session  uf  Congress,  to  preserve  order  in  the  pas- 
sages and  apartments  within  the  Capitol,  and  on  the 
public  grounds  surrounding  the  same,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  pre- 
siding officers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  was  twice  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

OHIO  AND  MISSISSIPPI  RIVERS. 

Mr.  HcNRT,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers, 
on  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  made  a  re- 
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port,  accompanied  by  a  bill  "to  iinproTe  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers." 

[This  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  President 
to  cause  dykes  and  sluices  to  be  constructed,  for 
the  purpose  of  navigation  at  the  lowest  stage  of 
the  water,  upon  certain  bars  In  the  Ohio  river,  to 
remove  planters,  sawyers,  and  sna^s,  from  the 
bed  of  the  Mississsippi  river.  The  bill  was  twice 
read  and  committed.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

It  is  known  that  the  great  rivers  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi are  the  principal  commercial  outlets  of  the  vast 
and  fertile  regions  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains ; 
and  it  mast  be  obvious  that  whatever  tends  to  obstruct, 
or  endanger  the  navigation  of  those  streams  cannot 
be  regarded  with  indifference  by  that  portion  of  our 
people  whose  interests  are  thus  seriously  and  vitally 
affected.  Your  committee  have,  therefore,  faithfully 
endeavored  to  ascertain  the  causes  and  actual  condi- 
tion of  the  obstacles,  whether  temporary  or  permanent, 
which  now,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  prevent  all 
navigation  upon  one  of  those  rivers;  and,  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year,  impair  the  security  of  navigating  the 
other.  For  this  purpose  they  have  availed  themselves 
of  every  source  of  information  in  their  power ;  and 
have  carefully  examined  the  **  Report  on  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers,"  made  by  General  Bernard  and 
Msjor  Totten  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  which  is  printed 
in  the  third  volume  of  Executive  papers,  transmitted 
by  the  President  during  the  second  session  of  the  Sev- 
enteenth Congress. 

In  relation  to  the  Ohio,  your  committee  have  ascer- 
tained that  there  are,  between  the  falls  and  the  mouth, 
twenty-one  bars  crossing  its  channel,  which  render  it 
impassable  by  steamboats,  during  six  months  of  the 
year ;  and  that  six  of  these  bars,  at  the  lowest  stages, 
preclude  the  passage  of  all  vessels  drawing  thfee  feet 
of  water.  To  the  bars  last  mentioned,  our  attention 
has  been  particularly  directed ;  believing  it  to  be  the 
better  policy,  to  leave  the  falls,  at  Louisville,  and  the 
majority  of  the  bars,  to  be  comprehended  in  some  more 
extensive  scheme  of  internal  improvement 

Ths  six  bars  which,  in  our  opinion,  fiill  within  the 
range  of  our  present  policy,  are  indicated  by  the  fol- 
lowing descriptions,  viz : 

1st.  A  mile  and  a  quarter  below  Flint  Island,  the 
river  is  obstructed  by  a  sand  bar,  of  about  1,200  yards 
in  length;  for  the  distance  of  360  yards  there  are 
three  and  a  hsif  feet  of  water;  for  240  yards,  but  two 
feet;  and  for  the  remaining  distance  of  600  yards, 
three  and  a  half  feet.  The  shoalest  part  is  also  the 
narrowest,  the  breadth  being  about  180  yards. 

2d.  Two  miles  above  French  Island,  there  is  a  sand 
bar  of  about  200  yards  in  length,  and  on  which  only 
from  20  inches  to  two  feet  of  water  are  to  be  found. 

3d.  The  bar  below  Henderson  is  fifty  yards  long; 
the  channel  fifty  yards  wide ;  and  the  least  depth  of 
water  two  and  a  half  feet. 

4th.  The  bar  below  Straight  Island  consists  of  two 
parts,  one  of  compact,  and  the  other  of  moving  sand. 
The  length  of  the  bar  is  150  yards;  the  breadth  of  the 
channel  about  40  yards ;  and  the  least  depth  of  water 
is  two  and  a  half  feet. 

5th.  Below  Willow  Island  (in  the  Mississippi  Bend) 
is  a  sand  bank,  on  which  the  depth  of  water  is  two 
and  a  half  feet;  the  length  of  the  bar  is  100  yards; 
and  the  breadth  of  the  chsnnel  about  50  yards. 

6th.  Opposite  to  Lower  Smilhlsnd,  and  below  Cum- 
berland Island,  there  is  a  bar  of  moving  sand;  its 
length  Is  80  yards,  and  the  depth  over  it,  two  feet. 


In  addition  to  the  impediments  above  described, 
there  is  another  of  a  different  kind,  which  deserves  U 
be  mentioned,  viz :  On  the  right  side  of  the  river,  (be 
low  the  mouth  of  Deer  creek,)  about  fifteen  ytrdi 
from  the  bank,  there  is  a  rock  fifty  feet  long,  paralU 
with -the  shore,  fifteen  feet  broad,  and  rising  fifteei 
feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  at  its  lowest  stage 
In  times  of  flood,  this  rock,  covered  by  a  few  feet  a 
water,  is  very  dangerous,  and  can  only  be  avoided  bj 
accident  or  by  skilful  pilotage. 

The  most  eligible  means  of  producing  the  uniforn 
depth  of  three  feet  over  the  bars  above  mentioned,  i 
recommended  in  the  report  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  a{ 
ready  referred  to,  viz:  the  construction  of  dykei 
which,  by  confining  the  current  to  a  particular  chai 
nel,  will  necessarily  swell  the  volnme,  and  increat 
the  depth  of  the  water.  These  dykes  are  ordinaril 
formed  by  rows  of  piles,  driven  with  force  into  the  b4 
of  the  stream,  and  strongly  wattled  together ;  tk 
spaces  between  the  rows  being  filled  with  such  rou| 
and  flat  paving  stones  as  the  neighborhood  can  su 
ply.  The  piles,  being  elevated  a  little  above  lo 
water,  the  rises  of  the  river,  whether  partial  or  ge 
eral,  pass  over  them  without  injury.  As  the  dyk 
must  extend,  with  the  exception  of  the  sluice,  qui 
across  the  river,  the  length  of  the  whole,  when  sdd 
together,  may  be  estimated  at  about  four  miles  and 
hidf.  The  expense  of  this  improvement  will  be  vc 
Inconsiderable,  when  compared  with  the  permanc 
benefits  which  must  flow  from  it  to  the  indostria 
and  adventurous  people  who  inhabit  the  shores  of  t1 
great  river,  and  its  tributary  streams,  and  have 
other  vent  for  the  bulky  productions  of  their  indust 

The  danger  arising  from  the  rock  below  the  mot] 
of  Deer  Creek,  should,  in  our  optnion,  be  averted, 
the  erection  of  a  beacon  upon  it,  of  sufiicient  ele' 
tion  to  be  always  visible  above  the  hig>he8t  floods. 

Wc  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  difficulties  wh 
embarrass  the  navigation  of  the  MisetaeippL  Thi 
arise  from  the  impetuosity  of  its  current,  and  the 
most  entire  absence  of  rock  on  its  shores,  from 
Louis  to  New  Orleans.  Hence,  its  constant  effor 
change  its  course ;  and  hence  the  frequent  subn 
sion  of  whole  acres  of  land,  covered  with  trees  of 
moat  gigantic  growth.  Of  the  trees  which  are  t 
precipitated  into  the  river,  some  are  borne  off  by 
stream ;  some  lodge  upon  the  shores  in  great  masi 
where  they  form  what  are  called  *'  rafts  ;"  others 
come  fixed,  at  one  end,  in  the  bed  of  the  stre 
whilst  the  other  end  inclines  towards  the  surffl 
sometimes  appearing  above  it,  sometimes  concei 
below  it.  When  they  are  so  fixed  as  to  presorvi 
immoveable  position,  they  are  called  "  planters ;" 
when  they  play  up  and  down  with  teetlesa  vibraf 
now  yielding  to  the  pressure  of  the  stream,  and  a| 
r<*boonding  f^om  beneath  it,  they  are  cmlled  **'  i 
yers. 

These  terrible  obstacles  have  been  the  cause 
much  calamity  to  the  people  of  the  West*  To 
nothing  of  the  awful  occasion  which  coneigned 
the  brief  space  of  five  minutes,  a  large  number  o| 
man  beings,  on  board  the  steamboat  Tenneeaee, 
watery  grave ;  to  say  nothing  of  a  thousand  sir 
accidents,  differing  only  in  the  degree  of  horror^ 
snnual  loss  of  property  is  variously  estimated  at 
five  to  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  amount  whii 
hazarded  upon  the  river.  But  can  these  difficuiti 
removed !  Of  this  we  have  no  doubt.  Beti 
I  Natchez  and  Baton  Rouge,  there  are  nosw  fewer 
1  planters,  and  sawyers,  than  formerly;  and  beti 
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B«ton  Roag«  and  New  Orleans,  thej  are  rarely  to  be 
wea.  Below  Baton  Rouge  the  forest  has  been  suc- 
ceeded bj  eoltivated  fields,  and  the  disposition  of  the 
rirer  to  encroach  upon  its  shores,  is  counteracted  by 
trtificial  embankments.  This  description  of  dyke,  we 
are  aware,  will  nerer  be  attempted  for  commercial 
porposes  aJooe.  To  a  combination  of  the  future  pro- 
prietors of  the  ahores,  Ibr  their  own  security  and  ad- 
TiBtsge,  we  are  to  look  for  the  eonsummatton  of  this 
iesirable  improTementf  by  its  extension  to  the  month 
of  the  Missouri*  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  entirely 
pricticabJe,  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  water,  by  the 
aid  of  suitable  machinery,  to  raise  the  trees  which 
iiow  oiMtruct  the  channel,  and  to  saw  them  off  at  a 
proper  depth.  The  labor  may  be  great,  in  the  first 
instaDce,  to  remove  the  wreck  of  centuries ;  and  it 
nay  be  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  to  prostrate  all 
nmilir  impedimenta  which  may  intervene.  But  when 
tbe  treats  shall  be  entirely  cleared,  whether  for  the 
porpose  of  cultivation,  for  supplies  of  fuel  to  steam- 
botti,  or  ibr  the  immense,  and  still  augmenting,  con- 
iamption  of  New  Orleans,  these  frightful  and  formi- 
dable enemiea  of  Western  enterprise  will  gradually 
disappear,  until  it  will  be  as  rare  to  see  **  a  sawyer,  a 
pliDter,  or  a  raft,"  above  Baton  Rouge,  aa  it  is  now 
to  find  one  below  it. 

Tbe  comjnittoo  have  had  accesa  to  no  data  which 
eoald  enable  them  to  determine,  with  accuracy,  the 
probable  expense  of  the  improvements  above  aug- 
gested.  Indeed,  the  very  nature  of  the  proposed  un- 
deitaking  forbids  tbe  application  of  any  ordinary  rule 
of  cakalation.  Your  committee  would,  however, 
suggest  ihe  expediency  of  dividing  those  rivers  into 
precincts,  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  aathorixed  to  employ  supervisors  for  each  precinct, 
binding  each  by  contract  to  perform  tbe  services 
which  may  be  assigned  to  him  ;  and  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  into  effect  the  improvements  before- 

meotioned,  the  anm  of dollars  be  appropriated, 

to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated 

Whicfa  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

TbeHoQse  hawing  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  a  revision  of 
the  tariff  of  da  ties  on  imports — 

Mr.  FcTLLCR,  of  Massachusetts,  opened  the  dis- 
cnssion  to-day  by  a  motion  to  strike  out  from  the 
fim  section  so  much  as  imposes  a  doty  of  one  dol- 
lar and  twelve  cents  per  cwt.  on  iron,  in  bars  or 
bol^  not  manafactured  by  rolling. 

In  support  of  this  motiou,  Mr.  Fuller  observed 
that  iron  was  an  article  of  far  more  general  im- 
portance than  cotton  bagging  or  wheat,  which 
had  recently  occnpied  so  much  attention.  Every 
man  in  the  United  States,  of  whatever  occupation, 
was  more  or  less  interested  in  obtaining  the  best 
quality,  and  at  the  lowest  price.  In  every  village 
a  blacksmith  was  an  artisan  indispeosaole  alike 
to  (he  farmer  and  the  mechanic ;  and  in  the  manu- 
facturing establishments  of  cotton  and  wool,  a 
la^e  consamption  of  iron,  in  machinery,  was  an- 
nually necessary.  To  every  farmer  and  mechanic, 
therefore,  said  Mr.  F.,  this  increased  duty  will 
cause  a  corresponding  increase  of  price  for  their 
implements  of  husbandry,  and  of  their  respective 
aiechaaie  arts.     Bot  of  all  the  classes  of  the  com- 


munity who  must  feel  the  pressure  of  this  new 
burden,  the  ship-builder  must  suffer  most.     The 
average  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  since  the 
year  1810,  is.  probably,  in  round  numbers^  at  least 
one  million  three  hundred  thousand  tons;  of  which 
at  least,  one-tenth,  by  some  estimates  one-seventh, 
is  the  annual  diminution  by  marine  losses  or  de- 
cay ;  consequently,  this  amount  must  be  annually 
replaced  by  the  ship-builders.    Four  tons  of  iron 
in   every  hundred  tons,  one  tenth,  to  take  the 
smallest  amount,  of  shipping  necessary  to  replace 
the  annual  consumption,  amounts  to  five  thousand 
two  hundred  tons  of  iron  annually  employed  in 
ship-building,    upon   which  the  proposed   duty 
amounts  to  $116,500,  which  is  more  than  the 
present  duty  by  $38,833,  a  very  great  addition  to 
a  burden  already  as  much  as  can  be  sustained. 
And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that,  while 
the  burden  of  tne  new  duty  is  co-extensive  with 
the  United  States,  the  benefit  intended  to  result 
from  it  will  be  confined  to  only  one  or  two,  at 
most  to  three,  of  the  States;  far  the  greater  part 
will  be  confined  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
alone.    Most  sincerely  do  I  wish,  said  Mr.  F., 
that  the  citizens  of  that  respectable  State  could 
have  all  they  expect,  and  more,  if  it  could  be  ac- 
corded to  them  without  this  immense  sacrifice  by 
the  citizens  of  the  other  States.    It  is  true,  there 
are  iron  manufactories  in  other  States,  but  we 
have  lately  heard,  from  the  honorable  Speaker, 
that  those  in  the  Western  States  need  no  protec- 
tion; and  those  in  the  Northern  States  are  satis- 
fied, as  far  as  I  am  informed,  with  the  present 
duty. 

Permit  me  to  say  that  it  seems  unreasonable  to 
increase  the  duty  from  another  consideration.    In 
1816,  when  the  whole  tariff  underwent  a  complete 
revision,  the  duty  on  iron  was  fixed  at  nine  dol- 
lars a  ton.   In  1818,  the  manufacturers  complained 
that  the  duty  was  too  low  to  enable  them  to  con- 
tend in  the  market  against  foreign  iron,  and  they 
prevailed  upon  Congress  to  increase  it  to  fifteen 
dollars,  with  which,  it  was  understood,  they  were 
then  satisfied.    Notwithstanding  this  great  con- 
cession, they  have,  for  four  years  past,  been  urg- 
ing the  imposition  of  a  still  higher  duty,  and  seem 
hardly  contented  even  with  that  now  proposed. 
Should  the  duty  now  required  be  imposed,  the 
numerous  consumers  of  iron  have  not  the  conso- 
lation of  hoping  to  realize  any  reduction  of  price, 
even  after  the  iron  manufacturers  shall  have  been 
in  nossession  of  the  "home  market,"  so  often 
spoxen  of  in  discussing  the  tariff,  for  any  series  of 
years.    In  this  respect,  the  manufacture  of  iron  is 
more  unfavorable  m  its  nature  than  that  of  cotton 
has  proved  to  be.    The  greatest  part  of  the  ex- 
pense is  for  labor;  no  improved  machinery  can  be 
a  substitute  for  labor;  and,  for  a  century  to  come, 
the  population  of  our  country  cannot  reach  such 
a  state  of  redundancy  as  materially  to  reduce  the 
rate  of  wages.    While,  therefore,  the  price  of 
I  labor  is  as  high  as  at  present,  the  price  of  iron, 
the  product  almost  of  labor  alone,  cannot  be  ma- 
terially  reduced.    In   Russia  and   Sweden,   be- 
sides a  redundant  population,  the  manufacture  of 
iron  is  greatly  promoted  by  the  circumstance  that 
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their  soil  is  comparatively  sterile,  and  incapable 
of  cultivation.  The  peasantry  of  these  nations, 
whom  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  calls  serfs, 
have  no  alternative  but  to  work  in  the  iron  mines 
or  die  of  hunger.  Not  so  in  the  fertile  soil  and 
genial  climate  of  Pennsylvania.  There  the  health- 
ful and  moderate  labors  of  the  husbandman  are 
amply  rewarded;  and  it  does  violence  to  the  ob- 
vious dictates  of  policy,  no  less  than  of  humanity, 
to  transform  a  thousand  or  ten  thousand  cultiva- 
tors of  the  soil  into  so  many  miners  and  smelters 
of  iron  ore. 

It  is  alleged  that  a  want  of  capital  cramps  the 
manufacturers  of  this  country,  and  prevents  them 
from  resisting,  successfully,  the  shock  of  compe- 
tition with  foreigners.  The  correctness  of  this 
may  well  be  doubted  with  regard  even  to  cotton 
and  wool,  but  certainly  is  unrounded  in  relation 
to  iron;  for  it  is  well  known  that  some  of  the 
proprietors  of  iron  manufactories  in  Pennsylvania 
are  men  of  immense  capital,  and  yet  these  propri- 
etorsj  instead  of  making  use  of  their  capital  in 
pourmg  an  abundance  of  the  article  into  the  mar- 
Ket,  and  thus  excluding  foreign  iron,  are  among 
the  most  urgent  in  pressing  the  increased  exac- 
tion. There  is  not  even  the  pretext  for  extending 
the  protection  here,  that  iron  receives  any  aid  in 
the  countries  from  which  it  is  brought  by  boun- 
ties or  drawbacks;  it  has  there  no  other  encour- 
agement than  the  cheapness  of  labor :  while  the 
American  manufacturer  must  pay  a  high  price 
for  labor,  but  has  already  the  benefit  of  the  high 
existing  duty,  and  the  expenses  of  freight  for  five 
thousand  miles,  together  with  commissions  and 
the  mercantile  profits,  all  which  about  double  the 
invoice  price  ot  foreign  iron  when  it  reaches  our 
market.  If  this  advantage  is  not  sufiScient,  it 
affords  conclusive  evidence  that  other  objects  of 
industry  in  our  country  are  preferable,  and  con- 
stitute, in  fact,  the  real  obstacle  to  the  manufac- 
ture in  question. 

Should  this  duty  be  imposed,  together  with  that 
upon  foreign  hemp,  the  two  articles  which  con- 
stitute almost  our  only  imports  from  Russia  and 
Sweden,  our  commerce  in  the  Baltic  may  be  con- 
sidered as  nearly  annihilated.  I  know  very  well, 
that  some  of  those  sages  in  political  economv, 
who  have  so  lon^  sounded  the  alarm  of  the  "  bal- 
ance of  trade"  being  against  us,  and  who  are  per- 
petually exclaiming,  that  we  are  on  the  verse  of 
perdition  in  consequence  of  the  appalling  "  drain 
of  specie''  from  our  country,  will  hail  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Baltic  trade,  as  a  harbinser  of  return- 
ing prosperity.  Without  stopping  Here  to  refute 
those  weak  and  fallacious  theories  about  the  bal- 
ance of  trade  and  the  drain  of  speciCy  I  will  merely 
remark,  that  our  foreign  trade  is  the  only  channel, 
in  which  all  the  specie  now  in  this  country,  or 
which  ever  was  in  it,  could  have  flowed  thither. 
It  will  not  be  pretended,  that  gold  and  silver  are 
native  productions  to  any  extent.  As  to  the  bal- 
ance 01  trade  with  Russia  and  Sweden,  our  eco- 
nomists examine  the  Treasury  report  of  our  com- 
merce, for  the  year  1822,  made  under  the  act  of 
1820,'and  they  find  our  imports  from  Russia  for  that 
year,  amounted  in  round  numbers  to  $3,307,000,  | 


and  our  exports  to  that  country,  to  only  S508.O0O> 
leaving^  a  balance  against  us  of  91,799.000 ;  our  im- 
ports from  Sweden  the  same  year  were  $1,151,000} 
and  our  exports  thither,  only  $260,000,  leaving 
the  balance  of  $891,000  against  us.    Hence,  they 
conclude  that  these  unfavorable  balances,  amount- 
ing to  $2,600,000,  must  have  been  paid  in  specie^ 
and  caused  a  part  of  the  fearful  "  drain"  before 
mentioned.    Fortunately,  however,  the  same  com- 
mercial report  afibrds  the  means  of  dispelling  this 
chimera.    The  export  of  specie  is  there  detailed 
with  the  same  exactness  as  that  of  any  other  ar* 
tide  of  commerce;  and  it  appears,  that  not  a 
single  dollar  was  shipped  to  Russia  and  Sweden 
for  that  year.    How  they  may  account  for  thi& 
extraordinary  state  of  thmgs  I  know  not,  unless 
by  supposing  that  the  balance  has  been  given  to 
us  without  any  consideration.    Sir,  the  balance 
has   beea  fully  paid   for;    the  poverty  of   the 
two  countries  in  question  does  not  even  permit 
them  to  give  any  credit  in  commerce.    It  was 
paid  for  by  sugar  and  cofifee,  and  other  produce  of 
the  West  India  islands,  by  pepper,  and  spices,  and 
silks,  and  other  commodities  from  China  and  the 
East  Indies,  which  were  the  fruit  of  our  circuitous 
trade.    This  trade  furnishes  immense  cargoes,  of 
which  our  custom-houses  can  take  no  cognizance* 
The  original  cargo  indeed  is  shipped  from  this 
country,  and  an  invoice  of  trifling  amount  regis- 
tered with  the  collector.    The  vessel  takes  its  de- 
parture for  the  Indies.    In  the  distant  market,  the 
invoice  is  of  sinall  consideration,  compared  with 
the  freight  and  other  expenses;  a  cargo  of  great 
value  is  obtained  in  return,  not  suited  so  well  for 
this  country,  where  similar  commodities  are  plea- 
tifully  supplied,  but  well  adapted  to  European  con* 
sumption.   At  Hamburg,  without  having  returned 
to  America,  an  ample  market  furnishes  exchange 
for  St.  Petersburg,  or  Stockholm,  or  the  cargo  it- 
self is  sold  in  these  latter  cities  at  a  profitable  ad- 
vance ;  and  thus  a  cargo  of  iron  or  hemp  is  pro- 
vided and  brought  to  our  own  ports.    This,  sir,  is 
the  course  of  our  trafi^  with  countries  upon  the 
Baltic.    It  brings  us,  in  addition  to  the  particulai 
staples  of  those  countries,  a  |ibrtion  of  the  specie 
which  we  occasionally  receive,  and,  indeed,  which 
we  never  could  obtain,  but  by  the  profitable  ear  • 
ployment  of  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  ou^ 
citizens,  in  transferring  our  domestic  products,  uot 
only  directly  to  foreign  countries,  but  from  on< 
country  to  another,  as  often  as  an  advantag^eous 
exchange  can  be  made,  till  at  last,  the  entire  profit 
returns  to  enrich  ourselves  with  the  various  pro- 
ductions of  foreign  climes.  In  these  returns,  specie 
will  always  bear  such  proportion,  as  its  relative 
value  with  other  commodities  shall  make  profitable 
to  the  importer. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  duty  on  iron  and  hemp 
proposed  by  the  bill  before  us,  will  not  anoihiiate 
the  trade  of  the  Baltic,  nor  greatly  reduce  it.  Tha 
it  must  very  greatly  reduce  it,  sir,  I  think  can  no 
be  doubted  by  those,  who  know  the  pressure  o 
the  existing  duties.  Under  the  influence  of  tiiese 
our  foreign  tonnage  has  experienced  a  constan 
diminution  for  the  last  three  years,  of  which  vir* 
have  ofl^cial  reports.    In  1820,  u  was  801,253  ton  s 
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Id  1821, 769,084  ;  and  in  1822,  it  was  reduced  to 
747,887.  Tbis  gradaal  diminution,  can  be  traced 
K>  00  other  cause  than  the  discouragement  of  our 
fofeiga  commerce,  under  the  pressure  of  a  heavy 
itri£  SJiould  this  pressure  not  only  continue, 
bot  be  increased,  the  decay  of  trade  must  be  pro- 
portionaUy  rapid  ;  our  revenue  must  be  greatly 
reduced,  and  the  naTy  itself  must  be  sacrificed. 

These  eonsideraiCioiis  are  of  deep  concern  to  every 
seetioa  and  to  every  interest  in  this  rising  coun- 
try. I  tmst,  sir.  they  will  be  fully  examined,  and, 
as  u  etrnesi  of  the  sound  and  enlarged  views  of 
poliey,  which  alone  can  insure  our  prosperity,  I 
iiope  the  motion  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit, 
will  prevail. 

Mi.  Bdcbanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  followed  Mr. 
PuLUB.  He  said,  that  the  duty  upon  bar  iron, 
according  to  the  existing  tariff,  was  fifteen  dollars 
per  too.  This  bill  proposes  to  increase  it  to  $22 
SMuui  the  question  for  the  Committee  to  decide, 
was  the  policy  of  this  measure. 

It  bu  been  contended,  said  Mr.  B.,  by  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Fuller,)  that 
bar  iron  might  be  considered  as  almost  a  raw  ma- 
terial. If  that  gentleman  intended  to  convey  the 
idea,  that  the  manufacture  of  this  article  requires 
but  Utde  capital,  he  is  entirely  mistaken.  The 
man  who  einects  to  prosecute  it  with  success, 
onght  not  ooly  to  possess  a  considerable  active 
capital,  but  a  large  body  of  land  covered  with  tim- 
ber. Before  (he  ore  is  manufactured  into  bar  iron, 
It  Qodergoes  two  distinct  processes,  at  different 
factories.  At  the  furnace  it  is  converted  into  pig 
metal,  which,  in  the  forge,  is  manufactured- into 
bar  iron.  These  factories  are  generally  distinct 
and  each  of  them  requires  a  large  capital.  If, 
therefore,  you  suffer  the  maoufactories  of  iron  to 
be  destroyed,  and  the  capital  invested  in  them  to 
be  diTerted  into  other  channel?,  it  will  be  difficult 
to  restore  them,  when  the  necessities  of  the  coun- 
try may  demand  such  a  measure. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  {Mr.  FuL- 
ur)  hitf  alleged  that  the  manufacturers  of  iron, 
in  Peansylvania,  are  now  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion.   It  is  true,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  a  few  of  the 
iioomastera,  who  had  acquired  sufficient  wealth 
10  >srv>e  (he  general  wreck  in  which  a  large 
r^i^irUoD  of  that  class  of  our  citizens  has  been 
)BTol?ed,  have  been  able  to  support  themselves. 
Tills,  however,  has   been  the  case  only  with  re- 
^p«t  to  those  who  reside  at  some  distance  from 
^  seacoast,  and    in  a  neighborhood  in  which 
ibae  is  a  demand  for  all  the  iron  they  can  manu- 
faetQie.    Foreign  iron,  before  it  can  come  into 
comyrtition  with  theirs,  must,  in  addition  to  the 
preseot  duty,  pay  the  expense  of  transportation 
mto  the  country.     Such  individuals,  by  the  ruin 
cf  hral  manufactttrers,  and  by  the  consequent  de- 
^tnictioQ  of  domestic  competition  within  their 
sphere,  have    become  the  monopolists  of  their 
neighboring  markets.    In  this  manner,  the  farmer 
^compelled  to  pay  a  much  greater  price  for  his 
iron,  than  he  wcould  be  obliged  to  give,  if  the  pro« 
tectJDg  power  of  the  Government  would  recall 
into  existence  those  rival  manufactories,  which 
bare  sunk  under  its  neglect.    What,  Mr.  Chair- 


man, is  the  condition  of  those  manufacturers  re- 
siding in  the  interior,  who  have  no  market  at 
home,  but  must  depend  upon  that  of  the  Atlantic 
cities?  As  it  regards  them,  the  picture  is  re- 
versed. In  addition  to  the  first  cost  of  their  iron, 
they  are  con^pelled  to  incur  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting it  to  a  market  where  it  comes  into  com- 
petition with  that  from  Russia  and  Sweden. 
Such  ironmasters,  under  the  present  tariff,  must 
inevitably  be  ruined,  if  they  should  continue  in 
the  business.  They  would  lose  upon  every  ton  of 
iron  which  they  manufacture.  The  consequence 
has  been,  that  most  of  them,  in  this  situation,  have 
been  compelled  to  stop. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  traveller,  if  he  had  gone 
into  the  interior  and  mountainous  districts  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  a  few  years  ago,  would  have 
found  a  great  number  of  furnaces  and  forges  in 
active  operation.  Their  owners  were  not  only 
prosperous  themselves,  but  they  spread  prosperity 
around  them.  These  manufactories  presented  the 
best  and  surest  market  to  the  neighboring  country, 
for  the  products  of  agriculture.  Thus,  they  dif- 
fused wealth  among  the  people,  money  circulated 
freely,  and  the  manufacturer  and  the  farmer  were 
equally  benefited. 

The  present  aspect  of  those  districts  presents  a 
melancholy  contrast  to  that  which  I  have  just  de- 
scribed. It  is  a  just  comment  upon  the  policy  of 
that  coitntry  which  will  not  afford  a  reasonable 
protection  to  its  own  domestic  industry,  and 
thereby  gives  to  foreigners  a  decided  preference 
in  its  markets.  Although  that  portion  of  Penn- 
sylvania abounds  with  ore,  with  wood,  and  with 
water  power,  yet  its  manufactories  generally  have 
sunk  into  ruin,  and  exist  only  as  standing  monu- 
ments of  the  false  policy  of  the  Government.  The 
manufacturers  and  their  laborers  have  both  been 
thrown  out  of  employment,  and  the  neighboring 
farmer  is  without  a  market. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  records  of  your  Govern- 
ment prove,  conclusively,  that  foreign  iron  is 
rapidly  driving  domestic  competition  out  of  the 
market.  In  the  year  1819, 16,241  tons  of  foreign 
hammered  iron  were  imported.  In  the  year  1822,  it 
had  increased  to  26,508  tons.  What  it  was  dur- 
ing the  last  year,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
with  precision,  but  I  am  informed,  that  it  has  been 
regularly  progressing  in  the  same  proportion. 
Thus,  we  perceive,  that,  in  the  short  space  of 
three  years,  the  increase  has  been  more  tnan  ten 
thousand  Ions. 

Can  any  statesman,  said  Mr.  B.,  regard  this 
process  with  indifference  ?  Is  it  the  policy  of  this 
nation  to  suffer  the  manufacture  of  iron  to  be  de- 
stroyed ?  Can  any  gentleman  for  a  moment  sanc- 
tion such  an  opinion?  No  nation  can  be  per- 
fectly independent,  which  depends  upon  foreign 
countries  for  its  supply  of  iron.  It  is  an  article 
equally  necessary  in  peace  and  in  war.  Without 
a  plentiful  supply  of  it,  we  cannot  provide  for  the 
common  defence.  Can  we  so  soon  have  forgotten 
the  lesson  which  experience  taught  us,  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain  ?  Our  foreign  supply 
was  then  cut  off,  and  we  could  not  manufacture 
in  sufficient  quantities  for  the  increased  domestic 
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demand.  The  price  of  the  article  became  extrav- 
agant, and  both  the  Government  and  the  agricul- 
turist were  compelled  to  pay  double  the  sum  for 
which  thev  might  have  purchased  it,  had  its  man- 
ufacture, pefore  that  period,  been  encouraged  by 
proper  protecting  duties.  We  cannot  now  always 
expect  to  remain  at  peace;  and  the  only  means 
of  securing  to  ourselves,  in  time  of  war-,  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  this  necessary  article,  at  a  cheap 
rate,  is  to  encourage  its  manufacture,  whilst  we 
are  on  terms  of  friendship  with  all  nations. 

But  after  all,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  do  we  ask 
by  this  bill  for  the  manufacturers  of  iron?  Not 
a  prohibitory  duty,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Fuller)  seems  to  suppose;  which 
will  exclude  foreign  iron  from  our  market.  We 
wish  only  to  infuse  into  our  own  manufactures 
sufficient  vigor  to  enable  them  to  struggle  against 
foreign  competition.  Protection,  not  prohibition, 
is  our  object.  The  revenue  which  the  country  at 
present  derives  from  foreign  iron  will,  for  several 
years  at  least,  be  increased  by  the  proposed  addi- 
tional duty  :  and  at  the  same  time  a  most  impor- 
tant branch  of  our  domestic  industry  will  be 
gradually  cherbhed.  For  the  proof  of  this  asser- 
tion, I  refer  to  the  opinion  advanced  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual  report,  during 
the  last  session,  on  the  state  of  the  finances.  In  it 
he  distinctly  declares  ^^  that  the  duties  upon  glass 
and  paper,  upon  iron  and  lead,  and  upon  ail  arti- 
cles composed  of  the  two  latter  materials,  may  be 
increased,  "  with  a  view- to  the  augmentation  of 
the  revenue."  His  report  during  the  present  ses- 
sion shows  that  he  still  entertains  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  B.  said,  revenue  was  at  this  time  an  impor- 
tant consideration.  In  the  imposition  of  new  duties, 
we  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  Treasury.  Not- 
withstanding the  siren  notes  which  we  have  heard 
on  this  floor  concerning  the  prosperous  condition 
of  our  revenue,  we  know  that  we  are  in  debt  about 
ninety  millions  of  dollars ;  a  great  part  of  which 
will  become  payable  before  our  ordinary  resources 
will  enable  us  to  extinguish  it.  .  Mr.  B.  said  it  was 
his  opinion  that,  should  this  bill  pass,  with  a  very 
few  amendments,  it  would  for  some  years  con- 
siderably increase  the  revenue  of  the  country,  and 
assist  in  enabling  us  to  discharge  our  national 
debt.  The  proper  occasion,  however,  has  not  yet 
arrived  for  such  a  general  investigation. 

As  it  regards  the  article  of  iron,  we  may  fairly 
infer,  from  the  history  of  its  importation,  that  the 
proposed  addition  to  the  duty  will  Increase  the 
revenue.  In  determining  this  question,  we  should 
inquire  whether  the  foreign  importation  is  increas- 
ing under  the  existing  tariff;  and  if  so,  whether 
slowly  or  rapidly.  According  to  this  advance,  we 
may  proportion  the  additional  duty,  always  keep- 
ing within  reasonable  limits.  We  find  that  in 
three  years  the  increase  has  been  more  than  ten 
thousand  tons.  Under  the  operation  of  this  bill, 
the  revenue  will  be  augmented  until  the  quantity 
imported  shall  be  less  by  one-third  than  it  is  at 
present.  No  person  acqoaipted  with  the  condition 
of  the  iron  manufactories  of  the  country  can  sup- 
pose that  they  will  be  able  to  produce  this  effect 
ibr  many  years  to  come  under  an  additional  duty 


of  only  $7  50  per  ton.  It  will,  however,  afford 
them  that  gradual  protection  which  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  settled  ppiicy  of  this  nation  :  a  poli- 
cy which,  whilst  it  encourages  domestic  manufac- 
tures, never  loses  sight  of  the  great  interests  of 
agriculture  and  commerce. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  no  article  from  the  im- 
portation of  which  a  duty  might  be  more  fairly 
derived  than  iron.  It  would  not  in  any  degfree 
be  partial  in  its  operation.  Its  use  was  universal, 
and  all  parts  of  tne  Union  would,  therefore,  con- 
tribute, their  fair  proportion.  Mr.  B.  concluded 
by  observing  that  there  was  no  item  in  the  bill 
which  had  tairer  claims  to  be  retained  than  the 
article  of  iron. 

Mr.  Mallarv  said,  that  no  article  named  in  the 
bill  was  of  more  importance  than  that  of  iron.  It 
would  be  a  fatal  objection  in  his  mind  to  any 
measure,  which  did  not  give  it  additional  encou- 
ragement. It  was  important  to  every  branch  of 
our  industry.  It  was  essential  to  the  safety  and 
defence  of  the  country.  Mr.  M.  considered  it  im- 
possible to  discuss  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee, without  referring  to  the  general  policy  of 
ffiving  more  decisive  aid  to  manufactures,  than 
has  been  done  by  the  Government.  He  hoped  he 
should  have  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  while 
he  presented  his  views  on  the  general  subject,  as 
well  as  on  the  particular  object  of  the  motion. 

All  who  have  spoken,  admit  that  the  proposed 
measure  is  of  the  greatest  magnitude;  that  it  re- 
quired the  most  candid  examination,  as  well  as 
the  exercise  of  the  most  deliberate  judgment.  It 
had  heen  demanded  by  millions  of  the  people  of 
this  Union,  as  the  only  means  of  relieving  them 
from  the  distresses  of  the  times,  and  it  was  opposed 
by  others  as  sure  to  increase  the  embarrassments 
already  existing. 

The  condition  of  agriculture  and  manufactures, 
particularly  in  the  interior  of  the  Northern,  Mid- 
dle, and  Western  States,  had  been  repeatedly  de- 
scribed. The  great  staples  of  agriculture  have  no 
market  which  affords  a  reward  for  the  industry  of 
the  people.  Instead  of  the  prospect  of  improve- 
ment, the  future  seemed  to  promise  nothing  but 
additional  misfortune.  The  change  from  war  to 
peace  was  attended  with  the  severest  calamities. 
They  were  natural  and  unavoidable.  It  was  ex^ 
pected,  wheil  the  business  of  the  country  had  re- 
turned  to  its  natural  channel,  the  people  would 
again  enjoy  the  blessings  of  prosperity.  But  the 
settled  state  of  the  country  brings  no  relief.  The 
vast  interior  of  the  Union  presents  a  cheerless 
prospect  of  agriculture  discouraged,  manufactures 
ruined,  and  the  energies  of  millions  of  people  re- 
laxed and  prostrate. 

Sir,  other  nations  have  risen  triuinphant  ovei 
the  havoc  and  desolation  of  wars.  France  -vras 
crushed  by  the  combination  of  Europe  againsi 
her.  Her  resources  seemed  to  be  exhausted  by  thi 
exactions  of  her  enemies.  She  has  recovered  fron 
her  misfortunes,  and  her  people  appear  to  har^ 
forgotten  their  long  and  dreadful  sufferings.  EIng 
land  has  also  astonished  the  world  by  an  aimos 
instantaneous  release  from  the  burdens  created  b] 
her  unparalleled  efibrts.    Her  condition  was  neve 
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more  pro$peroos,  she  oerer  n^%Ae  a  more  sure  and 
steadv  march  towards  the  summit  of  power  and 
greatness,  than  at  the  present  moment. 

Sir,  wtif  do  great  and  important  seetions  of 
oooDtiy  afford  no  evidence  oi  increasing  wealth 
and  prosperity?  Why  do  the  products  of  agri- 
calcare  find  such  'wretched  markets  ?  Why  does 
the  ralae  of  the  soil  itself  daily  diminish  in  value, 
ill  aloiost  CTery  interior  part  of  the  country  ?  The 
labor  of  a  nation  is  said  to  be  the  primary  source 
of  its  wealth.  Can  Government  give  it  a  direc- 
tion more  beneficial  ?  Will  any  further  promotion 
of  maoolkctures  improve  our  condition? 

h  has,  sir^  been  maintained  by  high  authority, 
that  "legislation  does  not  create  wealth,  but  sim- 
pler tnnsfers  it  from  hand  to  hand,  and  can  enrich 
one  class  only  by  impoverishing  others."  I  refer 
to  the  Boston  memorial  on  your  table.  We  are 
also  told  by  the  same,  '*  that  it  would  be  sure- 
*  )r  surprising,  that  a  system  of  restriction  so  une* 
^i|Dal  and  so  repugnant  to  all  sound  theory,  should 
'  be  adopted  by  a  tree  and  enlightened  people,  at  a 
'  time  when  the  greatest  statesmen  of  Europe,  after 
'  a  long  trial  of  it,  are  openly  acknowledging  its 
Mttcorrectness,  and  whole  nations  suffering  and 
Mamentiog  the  consequences  of  its  adoption." 
The  same  sentiments  have  been  repeatedly  ad- 
vanced in  this  debate.  We  have  been  told  that  no 
enlightened  Government  ever  directed  the  indus- 
try of  its  people  to  new  employments.  That  it 
never  gave  aid  but  to  roanufactxiring  establish- 
ments already  in  existence. 

How  can  we  determine  the  correctness  or  in- 
correctness of  the  different  opinions  and  statements 
relating  to  the  subject  before  us  ?  To  theory?  We 
are  lost  at  once  amidst  the  jargon  of  the  schools 
of  political  economy.  Is  it  not  safer  to  trust  our- 
selres  to  the  practical  experience  of  enlightened 
nations,  than  to  their  visionary  writers,  whose 
opinions  were  never  regarded  at  home?  Whose 
prodoctioos,  as  was  emphatically  observed  by  a 
distingttisM  advocate  of  the  policy  for  which  we 
.  are  now  contending,  "  were  like  the  fabrics  of  their 
eoBotry,  made  for  exportation,  and  not  for  home 
censumptioB."  We  apply  to  individuals  those 
ivies  which  are  foand  by  experience  useful  to 
forem  the  conduct  of  individuals.  We  determine 
^r  Taioe  by  the  effects  thev  produce.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  those  rules  or  policy  by  which  na- 
tions are  controlled.  Labor,  industry,  and  wealth, 
>rc  the  same  in  all  countries ;  they  must  be  ae- 
^ued  by  the  same  general  means.  A  policy, 
which  one  nation  may  adopt  with  success,  may  be 
t^enc&ctnl  to  another.  If  history  was  ever  vaiua- 
Ue,  n  is  in  the  investigation  of  the  important  sub- 
ject now  before  this  Committee.  If  its  measures 
couid  ever  be  employed  in  aid  of  legislation,  their 
^tioe  most  be  admitted  on  the  present  occasion. 
^0  mf  remarks  I  shall  refer  to  those  manufactures 
of  the  greatest  importance  in  a  national  point  of 
view.  Those  of  inferior  character  will  be  found 
to  fioorith  where  the  others  have  been  promoted. 

The  States  of  Italy  were  the  first  which  awak- 
^ed  from  the  si  amber  of  the  dark  ages.  While 
they  distributed  the  rich  products  of  the  Bast 
throaghoat  Europe,  they  engaged  in  quanufactures 


themselves.  They  excelled  in  the  fabrics  of  silk 
and  wool.  For  several  centuries  they  furnished 
the  Northern  nations  with  great  supplies  of  these 
and  other  products  of  their  own  industry.  They 
advanced  rapidly  to  opulence  and  power.  The 
Lombards,  for  a  great  length  of  time,  controlled 
the  currency  of  Europe.  They  were  the  bankers 
of  the  civilized  world.  Arts,  sciences,  and  •civili- 
zation, made  unrivalled  progress. 

Netherlands  contained  the  depot  of  Eastern  and 
Italian  merchandise,  from  which  it  found  its  way 
into  all  the  surrounding  countries.  Netherlands, 
stimulated  by  example,  soon  engaged  in  manufac- 
tures, especially  of^  wool  and  flax ;  her  fabrics 
were  also  distributed  among  the  neighboring  na- 
tions. For  several  centuries  she  advanced  before 
any  other  nation  of  the  North  in  wealth,  power, 
and  civilization.  Her  people  controlled  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  England,  France,  and 
the  Baltic  States,  for  a  long  perrod.  These  coun- 
tries were  tributary  to  her  industry,  skill,  and  en- 
terprise. If  was  against  Italy  and  Netherlands 
that  the  first  restrictive  measures  of  other  nations 
were  first  directed.  Their  wealth  and  prosperity 
had  at  length  aroused  the  attention  of  some  of  the 
principal  rowers  of  Europe. 

Uiitil  about  1600,  France  was  almost  entirely 
dependent  upon  those  two  nations  for  every  valu- 
able manufacture.  She  received  from  Italy  large 
supplies  of  silks  of  various  fabric,  and  woollens 
and  linens  to  an  immense  amount  from  Nether- 
lands. She  was  continually  drained  of  the  pre- 
cious metals.  Her  commerce  and  agriculture 
made  slow  improvement.  The  contrast  between 
France  and  her  nearest  neighbors  at  tliis  period 
affords  a  most  instructive  lesson.  It  illustrates 
the  effect  of  the  grand  .political  dogma,  that  the 
interest  of  a  country  will  regulate  itself  to  the  best 
advantage.  Sir,  it  was  reserved  to  Henry  IV.  to 
discover  the  real  poverty  and  weakness  of  his 
country.  tHe  saw  that  it  was  a  mere  dependant 
upon  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  others,  and  he 
was  determined  to  change  the  long  established 
policy  of  his  less  intelligent  predecessors.  He  en- 
couraged the  production  of  raw  silk,  which,  like 
the  cotton  of  the  Southern  States,  soon  afforded 
the  most  abundant  supply.  He  procured  manu- 
facturers from  Milan,  established  them  in  France, 
and  eave  them  protection  and  the  most  liberal  re- 
wards. The  result  afforded  demonstration  of  the 
wisdom  of  his  measures.  In  a  few  years  his  peo- 
ple supplied  themselves  with  those  fabrics  of  silk 
which  nad  been  procured  from  abroad  at  the  most 
ruinous  expense.  She  was  immediately  the  suc- 
cessful rival  of  the  Italians  in  foreign  markets. 
Henry  also  extended  his  protecting  band  to  the 
man  tifacture  of  linens  with  equal  success.  A  rapid 
and  beneficial  change  in  the  condition  of  France 
was  every  where  perceived.  Her  agriculture  was 
improved,  her  commerce  was  extended,  and  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  enjoyed  a  state  of  pros- 

Eerity  to  which  they  had  ever  been  strangers.  If 
istory  is  entitled- to  the  least  credit ;  if  its  page  is 
not  darkened  with  falsehoods,  France  gained  more 
solid  benefits  during  twenty  years  of  Henry's  reign 
than  she  had  for  ages  before.     He  has  ever  been 
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bailed  as  the  Father  of  his  nation;  as  the  most 
enlightened  statesman  France  ever  produced ;  as 
an  example  of  wisdom  which  has  never  been  ex- 
celled by  any  crowned  head  of  Europe. 

I  shall  now,  sir,  refer  to  another  period  of  the 
history  of  France.  It  is  full  of  instruction  on  this 
point.  I  mean  the  age  of  Louis  XIV.  France  still 
contiQued  to  receive  woollens,  and  many  other  fab* 
rics,  from  abroad.  The  bendits  she  had  received, 
from  the  policy  of  Henry,  pointed  out  a  luminous 
path  to  national  prosperity.  The  culture  of  silk 
had  succeeded.  Its  manufacture,  in  all  its  branches, 
had  surmounted  every  difficulty.  The  productions 
of  linen  and  many  others  gave  a  triumph  to  that 
wisdom  which  brought  them  into  existence.  Louis, 
aided  by  the  sagacity  and  intelligence  of  Colbert, 
of  men  whose  counsels  were  the  admiration,  as 
well  as  the  dread  of  Europe,  was  determined  to 
pursue  with .  zeal  ?^  policy  Irom  which  his  nation 
had  already  gained  such  decisive  advantages. 
France  had  nu  manufacture  of  woollens  to  any 
amount.  The  manufacture  of  broad  cloths  was 
of  the  first  importance.  Louis  did  not  wait  for 
his  people  to  begin  an  unaided  experiment.  He 
did  not  wait  until  he  saw  them  struggling  with  a 
competition  which  they  could  not  withstand.  His 
policy  extended  to  every  thing  valuable  to  his.peo- 
ple,  lor  their  own  use  and  consumption,  or  foreign 
commerce.  He  did  not  believe  that  regulations 
could  only  transfer  wealth  from  hand  to  hand, 
enriching  one  class  only  by  impoverishing  others. 
He  may  be  said  to  l>ave  created  the  manufacture 
of  broad  cloths.  He  gave  liberal  bounties  to  ar- 
tists. He  laid  heavy  duties  on  rival  fabrics,  and, 
finally,  entire  prohibition.  On  an  occasion  of  na- 
tional sorrow  and  mourning,  the  fashion  of  the 
day  required  the  use  of  c.ertain  articles  produced 
by  England  alone.  He  issued  his  mandate  against 
the  laws  of  fashion,  and  required  that  French 
fabrics  should  be  used  in  preference  to  all  others. 
In  a  short  period  the  French  manufactures  ex- 
cluded those  of  England  and  Netherlands  from 
the  valuable  markets  of  the  Levant. 

The  Dutch  had  the  coasting  trade  of  France  in 
their  hands.  By  a  moderate  bounty  on  French 
vessels  these  foreigners  were  compelled  to  retire, 
and  the  navigation  of  the  country  was  instantly 
sufficient. 

Cotton  goods  were  introduced  from  India.  Their 
use  had  become  extensive.  As  soon  as  the  raw 
material  was  procured,  the  foreign  fabric  was  at 
once  prohibited.  The  manuUcture  instantly 
sprang  into  existence.  A  supply  was  readily  cre- 
ated lor  domestic  use,  and  for  exportation.  We 
have  seen  the  same  effect  produced  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  protection  afibrded  to  coarser 
cottons. 

France  was,  at  this  time,  advancing  before  every 
nation  of  £lurope.  Her  agriculture  was  flourish- 
ing. Her  commerce  was  extended.  Her  manufac- 
tures were  unrivalled.  The  interior  of  the  country 
was  every  day  rising  into  importance.  Cities, 
towns,  and  vilkges,  were  every  where  improving. 
The  arts  and  sciences  processed  with  unparal- 
leled rapidity,  and  gave  their  splendid  embellish- 
ments to  the  character  of  the  nation. 


It  is  tnie,  sir,  that  the  mad  ambition  and  wild 
fanaticsm  of  Louis,  plunged  his  nation  into  the 
greatest  difficulties.  His  bloody  and  extravagant 
wars  would  have  ruined  any  other  nation.  The 
shameful  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  it  is 
said,  drove  eight  hundred  thousand  of  his  best  sub- 
jects into  foreign  countries.  Notwithstanding, 
France  adhered  to  her  policy.  She  soon  regain- 
ed that  prosperity  which  had  been  interrupt^  by 
temporary  weakness  and  folly. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Cotn- 
mittee  to  some  further  illustrations  of  the  effects 
of  that  policy,  of  which  I  am  an  homble  advocate. 
English  fabrics,  as  well  as  the  agricultural  pro- 
ductions of  England,  were  excluded  from  France. 
Yet  England  remained  under  the  dominion  of 
French  fashions.     She  continued  to  take  from 
France  a  great  amount  of  merchandise.    The  ef- 
fects were  allowed  to  be  the  most  disastrous.  Her 
writers  inform  us  that  the  distress  and  embarrass- 
ments of  the  people  of  England  were  great  and 
universal.   They  were  felt  by  all  classes  employed 
either  in  agriculture,  commerce,  or  manufactures. 
Coin  disappeared,  and  there  was  a  general  stagna- 
tion of  every  kind  of  business.    We  are  told  that 
a  balance  of  two  millions  sterling  was  ascertained 
to  exist  against  her  in  favor  of  France.   The  Eng- 
lish Government  felt  the  wretched  consequences 
of  this  trade.    It  was  prohibited  for  liuee  years. 
This  prohibition  was  attended  with  the  most  sal- 
utary benefits.    England  instantly  felt  the  revival 
of  all  the  various  branches  of  induslrVk    The  three 
years'  prohibition  expired.   England  was  suddenly 
inundated  with  French  manufactures.    W^e  ari 
again  informed  that,  in  a  period  of  three  years 
the  balance  against  England  was  about  five  mil 
lions  sterling.    We  are  told  by  the  witnesses  o 
these  events,  that  the  trade  with  France,  if  suf 
fered  to  continue,  would  have  completely  beggared 
England.    England  again  prohibited  mat  trade 
and  again  that  policy  was  triumphant.     Franc 
continued  to  pursue  the  course  nointed  out    b 
Henry  and  Louis.    In  1781,  Mr.  Neckar  says,  h^ 
exports  were  three  hundred  millions  of  livres ;  he 
imports  two  hundred  and  twenty  millions,  whic 
gave  her  a  balance  of  eighty  millions.     He  est^ 
mated  the  coin  in  circulation  at  eighty-seven  mi 
lions  of  pounds  sterling. 

I  will  now  make  a  brief  reference  to  the  poIi<3 
of  England.  No  very  decisive  and  peroiaDei 
protection  had  been  given  to  her  manufacture 
until  the  time  of  Elizabeth.  That  distinguish^ 
princess,  celebrated  as  one  of  the  ablest  rulers  thi 
ever  sat  upon  a  British  throne,  had  the  saeacii 
to  see,  and  the  firmness  to  maintain,  the  solid  ii 
terests  of  her  people.  She  was  not  blind  to  tl 
causes  of  the  weidth  and  power  of  Netfaerlaii<i 
The  example  was  not  suffered  to  escape  her  n 
tice.  The  artisans  of  that  country  were  decided 
superior  to  Mr  own.  The  English  had,  for 
great  leneth  of  time,  seat  their  woollen  clot 
abroad  to  oe  finished.  This  was  prohibited,  ai 
soon  the  English  could  equal,  if  not  surpass  thi 
neighbors,  to  whom  they  had  been  inferior,  jf^ 
zabeth  prohibited,  from  time  to  time,  all  su 
fabrics  as  her  own  ptpple  could  produce.     "X* 
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result  WIS  invariable.  British  worknieii  neTer 
failed  to  famish  a  supply.  That  nation  never 
made  such  advances  to  opuienee  and  power  as 
daring  her  reign.  The  agrieulture,  the  commerce, 
aod  maoofactures  of  Sngland,  all  were  indebted 
for  their  prosperity  to  her  guardian  care.  Eliza- 
beth is  pkeed  by  historians,  orators,  and  poets,  at 
the  hetd  of  British  sovereigns.  Her  reputation 
fwialeots  and  wisdom  are  the  constant  pride  of 
Englishmen.  Sir,  by  what  means  did  she  ascend 
to  that  elevated  rank  ?  Because  she  gave  wealth 
aod  power  to  her  nation.  And  how  was  this  ac- 
oomptished  1  It  wms  by  making  England  depend- 
eo(  00  England  alone,  as  far  as  nature  wooul  al- 
low. It  was  by  throwing  off  a  servile  dependence 
CD  Italy,  Netherlands,  and  France,  for  those  sup- 
plies, which  her  own  people  could  produce  withm 
themselves. 

Tile  coasting  trade  of  England,  like  that  of 
Fnace,  was  carried  on,  almost  wholly,  by  Dutch 
rssels,  for  several  centuries.  We  are  told  that 
fiTe  or  six  hundred  Dutch  ships  were  engaged  in 
the  trade  between  Netherlands  and  England,  and 
not  more  than  fifty  JSnglish.  The  English  Qov- 
enunent  well  knew  that  its  navigation  would  al- 
ways remain  contemptible,  unless  it  was  aided. 
The  Dutch, having  numberless  vessels  and  ample 
capital,  competition  could  not  be  sustained  against 
them.  Protection  was  afforded,  and  the  Enalish 
instantly  rivaled  their  enterprising  neighbors. 
The  United  States  iinitaled  that  exampre,  and 
our  naWg:ation  has  been  equally  successful. 

After  EJizabetb,  French  politics  and  French 
fashions  gained  ground  in  England.  A  relaxa- 
tion of  the  policy,  so  triumphantly  pursued  by 
that  Princess,  was  allowed  to  take  place.  The 
raiooos  efiects  to  Bngland  have  been  already 
maitioned,  and  also  the  measures  adopted  to  save 
that  nation  from  the  fatal  consequences  of  an 
open  and  unrestrained  trade  with  France. 

Sir,  England  gave  protection  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  silk.    This,  ot  itself,  would  seem  to  give 
cooctosiie  evidence  of  the  benefits  produced  by 
attention  to  mannfactures«    Of  all  countries,  Eng- 
land must  have  been  the  most  unfavorable  to  this 
Waneh  of  industry-     Some  have  doubted  whether 
the  eflbrls  of  Government  to  maintain  and  pro> 
tect  it,  under  the  greatest  discouragements,  were 
tompatibie  with  its  best  interests.    But  Qovern- 
aeat  persevered.     The  English  adtanced  in  skill 
vith  a  steady  pace,  and  were  successful.    They 
coaid  meet  the  Italttus  with  superior  fabrics  and 
OMittKU  them  in  their  own  mantels.    This  man* 
nfactoie  is  now  in  the  most  flourishing  condition. 
It  givtt  employment  to  multitudes  of  people,  and 
u  a  soQxee  of  wealth  to  the  nation.    It  has  amply 
repaid  the  price  of  the  fostering  care  and  unshaken 
protection  it  has  received.    Id  1822,  England  im- 
ported raw  silk  to  the  value  of  nine  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling.    For  1823,  the 
importation  is  estimated  at  more  than  a  million* 
The  value  of  silk  manufactures  is  supposed  to  be 
above  fifty  millions  of  dollars  for  a-  single  year,  a 
^am  nearly  equal  to  all  the  exports  of  agricultural 
products  froca   the  United  States  fpr  the  same 
period  of  time. 


Sir,  the  attention  of  the  Committee  is  asked  to 
a  further  development  of  the  policy  of  England 
towards  other  nations.  It  is  most  clearly  exhib- 
ited in  her  conduct  relating  to  this  country,  when 
her  colonies.  That  conduct  is  so  frankly  and 
honestly  expressed  in  the  treatise  of  Mr.  Gee  on 
English  trade  and  manufactures,  that  his  language 
shall  be  used.  He  was  a  distinguished  merchant^ 
and  seems  fully  to  understand  the  subject.  As 
evidence  of  the  weight  of  his  opinions,  his  Gov- 
ernment adopted  several  of  the  measures  which 
he  recommended.  The  work  to  which  I  have 
alluded  was  written  about  1730.  Speaking  of 
the  American  colonies,  he  observes — "Now,  as 
^  people  have  been  filled  with  fears^  that  the  colo- 
'  nie^  if  encouraged  to  raise  the  roueh  materials, 

*  would  set  up  for  themselves,  a  little  regulation 
^  would  remove  all  those  jealousies  out  of  the  way ; 
^  for  then  our  merchants  and  manufacturers  would 
'  find  it  their  interest  to  nromote  and  assist  them 

*  in  raising  those  materials  which  might  prove  so 
'  much  to  their  and  our  material  benefit."  Again 
he  says,  "  its  encouragement  is  given  for  raising 
'  hemp,  flax,  dbc.,  doubtless  they  will  soon  begin 
'  to  manufatcture,  if  not  prevented  ;  therefore,  to 

<  stop  the  progress  of  any  such  manufacture,  it  is 
'  proposed  that  no  weaver  there  shall  have  liberty 
^  to  set  up  any  looms,  without  first  registering,  at 
'  an  ofiloe  kept  for  mat  purpose,  his  name  and 
^  place  of  abode,"  dbc.  Speaking  of  the  manufac- 
ture of  nails,  he  says :  "  It  is  proposed  they  shall, 
'  for  the  time  to  come,  never  erect  the  manufac- 
Vturing  of  any,  under  the  size  of  a  two  shilling 
'  nail,  horse-shoe  nails  excepted ;  that  all  slitting 
'  milb  and  engines  for  drawing  wire  or  weaving 
'  stockings  he  out  down."  Again  :  ^  That  all 
'  negroes  shall  be  prohibited  from  weaving  either 
^  linen  or  wool,  d&c.  This  limitation  will  not 
'  abridge  the  planters  of  any  privilege  they  now 
'  enjoy;  on  the  contrary,  it  will  turn  their  indus- 
'  try  to  promoting  and  raising  those  rough  mate- 
'  rials."    Again  he  says-— *^  New  England  and  the 

*  Northerly  colonies  have  not  commodities  and 

<  products  enough  to  send  us  in  return  for  pur- 

*  chasing  their  necessary  clothing,  dbc.,  but  are 

*  undfnr  very  great  difficulties,  and  therefore  any 
'  ordinary  sort  sells  well  with  them,  and  when 
'  they  are  ^wn  out  of  fashion  with  us,  they  are 

*  new-fttshioned  enough  there,  and  therefore  those 
'  places  are  the  great  markets  we  have  to  dispose 
'  of  such  goods."    This,  sir,  is  plain,  honest  ueal- 

iog- 
As  the  writer  recommended,  the  colonial  gov<- 

ernors  were  directed  to  perform  the  duty  of  spies, 
and  report  to  the  Government  the  progress  of  the 
colonists  in  manufactures.  It  was  ascertained 
that  they  exported  hats  to  the  Spanish  main. 
This  was  at  once  prohibited.  The  manufacture 
itself,  for  domestic  Use,  was  embarrassed  with  the 
most  despotic  regulations.  Every  species  of  man- 
ufacture was  discouraged  by  the  art  or  force  of 
the  mother  country.  This  was  Eoslish  policy  in 
1732 ;  it  is  the  same  to-day.  It  will  continue  to 
be  the  same  while  England  exists.  No  efibrts 
will  be  wanting  to  preserve  what  she  has  so  long 
struggled  to  acquire.    It  is  true,  sir,  she  cannot 
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cootrol  us  by  her  power,  yetske  seems  able  to  ac- 
complish her  object  by  other  means.  When  the 
domestic  manufacture  makes  its  appearance  in 
our  markets,  unless  it  be  some  one  wnich  has  ad- 
equate protection,  they  are  instantly  inundated 
from  abroad,  with  a  similar  kind.  Goods  of  in- 
ferior quality,  out  of  fashion  in  other  countries, 
are  good  enough  for  us.  Auction  sales  augment 
the  evil.  The  domestic  manufacturer,  who  has 
had  the  enterprise  to  be^in,  hfu  the  misfortune  of 
being  sacrificed  by  foreign  competition.  When 
the  prosperity  of  England  is  so  dependent  upon 
her  manufactures,  who  can  be  so  blind,  sir,  as  to 
suppose  she  can  be  regardless  of  the  policy  of 
other  nations?  Whether  we  shall  continue  to 
submit  from  necessity  or  interest  to  a  system, 
which,  as  colonies,  we  were  compelled  to  endure, 
is  now  to  be  decided. 

Sir,  let  me  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee 
while  a  brief  notice  is  taken  of  the  policy  of  Ger- 
many and  Russia.  From  the  formation  of  the 
Hanseatic  league,  about  1240,  to  the  beginning  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  Russia  was  wholljr  depen- 
dent on  those  nations  which  had  engaged  in  man- 
ufactures. Germany  was  nearly  in  the  same  t^on- 
dition.  They  exchanged  their  raw  materials, 
naval  stores,  and  other  rude  productions,  for  the 
valuable  fabrics  of  Italy,  Netherlands,  and,  for  a 
time,  of  England.  Peter  the  Great,  of  Russia, 
was  sensible  that  his  people  had  made  no  progress 
in  the  arts  of  civilized  life.  His  country  was  poor, 
dependent,  and  barbarous.  He  was  determined 
to  learn  the  cause  why  others  were  improving  in 
wealth  and  power,  while  his  was  stationary.  He 
descended  from  the  throne  of  the  Czars,  and  trav- 
elled through  those  countries  most  distinguished 
for  their  prosperity.  He  observed,  with  the  eye  of 
an  intelligent  ruler  and  profound  statesman,  the 
causes  of  that  prosperity*  He  returned  to  his  do- 
minions and  laid  the  ^eep  foundations  of  their 
l^reatness.  He  introduced  manufactures.  He 
turned  the  attention  of  his  people  to  new  employ- 
ments. He  promoted  the  internal  commerce  of 
his  country.  He  encouraged  the  arts  of  civilized 
life.  He  endeavored  to  make  Russia  dependent 
on  Russia  alone.  He  lived  to  aee  the  success  of 
his  exertions,  and  his  country  introduced  into  the 
family  of  civilized  nations. 

His  system  of  policy  has  been  pursued)  with 
little  deviation,  until  the  late  pacification  of  Eu- 
rope. The  restrictions  upon  commerce  had  become 
odious.  They  were  associated  with  the  memory 
of  their  grand  enemy,  Napoleon.  The  aUied 
monarchs  agreed  to  open  the  door  wnieh  had  been 
shut  against  free  commerce.  This  gave  a  mo- 
mentary triumph  to  the  doctrines  of  modern  polit- 
ical economists.  It  was  a  still  greater  one  to  those 
nations  which  wanted  a  market  for  their  manu- 
fiaetures.  The  Emperor  of  Russia  adopted  the 
tarifif  of  1820  to  fulfil  his  engagements.  He  allowed 
Russia  to  become  a  market  for  the  merchandise  of 
his  neighbors.  The  effects  he  describes  in  his 
manifesto  of  March,  1823,  to  which  I  will  refer. 
He  says,  "  the  necessity  of  giving  to  commercial 
'  relations  a  more  free  scope  had  been  felt  at  Vien- 
in  1815,  d:c.    It  was,  therefore,  from  a  cir- 


na 


'  culation  exempt  from  restraint,  and  the  facilitj 
'  afforded  by  reciprocal  exchanges,  that  almost  all 
'  Gorernments,  at  first,  resolved  to  seek  the  means 
'  of  repairing  the  evil  which  Europe  had  been 
'  doomed  to  suffer.    But  experience,  and  more  eor- 
^  rect  calculations,  because  they  were  made  from 
'  certain  data,  &«.,  forced  them  soon  to  adhere  to 
'  the  prohibiting  sytem.    England  preserved  hers. 
^  Austria  remained  faithful  to  the  rule  she  had 
'  laid  down  to  guard  herself  against  the  rivalry  of 
'  foreign  industry.    France,  with  the  same  views, 
'  adopted  the  most  rigorous  measures  of  precau- 
^  tion..    And  Prussia  published  a  new  tariff  in 
^  October  last,  which  proves  that  she  found  it  im- 
'  possible  not  to  follow  the  example  of  the  rest  of 
Europe."    He  further  telh  us  what  evils  Russia 
experienced.    "Agriculture  without  a  market,  ia- 
'  dustry  without  protection,  languish  and  decline. 

<  Specie  is  exported,  and  the  most  solid  commer- 
*  cial  houses  are  shaken.  The  public  prosperity 
'  would  soon  feel  the  wound  inflicted  on  private 

<  fortunes,  if  new  regulations  did  not  promptly 
^  change  the  actual  state  of  affairs."  The  tariff 
of  1823  was  adopted,  by  which  ample  and  decisive 
protection  is  ffiven  to  the  agriculture  and  manufae- 
tures  of  his  dominions.  Such  is  the  lesson  taught 
by  experience,  the  ablest  of  all  instructors,  it  is 
a  complete  refutation  of  the  assertion  confidently 
made,  and  widely  circulated,  that  the  greatest 
statesmen  of  Europe,  after  a  long  trial,  are  openly 
acknowledging  the  iucorrectness  of  restrictive 
systems. 

The  policy  of  Grermany  has  been  described  by 
that  of  Russia,  It  is  distinguished  by  the  same 
causes,  and  has  produced  the' same  effects. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  inquire,  what  would  have 
been  the  condition  of  France,  had  she  continued 
dependent  on  Italy  for  silks,  and  on  the  Nether 
lands  for  woollens  and  linens  ?  Suppose  Englanc 
had  never  checked  her  trade  with  France,  ant 
left  the  industry  of  her  people  to  regulate  itseii 
would  she  have  been  the  g^ainer  ?  Suppose  Rus 
sia  and  Germany  had  remained  dependent  on  Italy 
France  and  Holland,  what  would  have  been  thei 
condition  at  the  present  day  ? 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  United  States  ar 
agricultural,  and  that  the  friends  of  the  bill  ar 
aiming  a  fatal  shaft  at  that  great  and  primary  in 
terest.  To  meet  this  accusation,  so  often  mad< 
and  so  vehemently  urged,  I  shall  refer  again  t 
the  experience  of-^ther  nations.  When  waa  th 
agriculture  of  Italy  the  most  flourishing?  It  <w« 
when  her  manufactures  were  the  most  prosperou 
When  was  the  agriculture  of  Netherlands  in  tfa 
best  condition  ?  It  was  when  her  manufaetun 
approached  the  nearest  to  perfection.  Compai 
the  agriculture  of  these  countries,  in  the  thirteeni 
and  lourteenth  centuries,  with  that  of  Englani 
France,  and  Germany.  Compare  the  agricultw 
of  France,  under  Louis  XIV,  with  its  state  b 
fore  Henry  IV.  Compare  the  condition  of  agi 
culture,  in  England,  at  the  death  of  Eliza  bet 
with  its  appearances  previous  to  her  i^gn.  A  Is 
compare  the  agriculture  of  England  and  Frant 
with  that  of  Spain,  for  a  century  past.  The  co 
elusion  is  irresistible,  that  agriculture  never  nia< 
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bat  little  progress  -when  manafactures  were  ne- 
^Jected.  The  eTidence  is  beyond  contradiction, 
ihat  agriculture  was  always  prosperous  when 
manufactures  -were  decidedly  protected.  With 
them  are  erer  associated  industry,  wealth,  and 
power,  the  arts,  sciences,  and  civilization. 

With  manufactures,  is  connected  another  sub- 
ject of  incalculable  importance — that  of  internal 
commerce.  Independent  of  its,  security  when  the 
world  is  agitated  by  wars  and  revolution^,  it  con- 
tributes, more  tbaa  forei^^n  trade,  to  the  improve- 
ment  of  a  nation.  Foreign  merchandise  first  ar- 
rives at  some  commercial  mart,  on  the  seaboard. 
It  is  sent  directly  through  the  great  channels  of 
communieatioD  to  the  interior.  Domestic  conv- 
meree  is  not  only  carried  on  through  the  same 
channels,  tmt  in  everv  lateral  direction.  It  is  this 
kind  (d  eommerce  which  brings  every  portion  of 
an  extended  country  together.  It  gives  uniformity 
to  feelings,  habits,  and  manners.  It  promotes 
Wmony  amon^  the  people,  for  it  blends  together 
all  their  different  interest&and  gives  soliditv  to 
their  national  character.  This  commerce  will  be 
increased  i n  proper  tion  to  domestic  supplies.  The 
iron,  the  salt,  the  cotton,  the  hemp,  and  all  the 
Farioos  productions  of  the  country,  will  be  dis- 
tributed and  exchanged.  This  is  also  illustrated 
by  the  increasing  Intercourse,  bet  ween  the  North 
and  South,  since  manufactures  have  been  estab- 
lished. The  distant  part  of  the  country  from 
which  I  come,  the  town  in  which  I  reside,  have 
already  exchanged  productions  with  South  Car- 
ulioa  and  Georgia. 

In  a  political  point  of  view,  domestic  commerce 
IS  also  importanu  It  will  be  exclusively  conduct- 
ed by  Americans.  Foreign  commerce  is  generally 
accompanied  by  a  host  of  strangers,  who  seldom 
fail  to  bring,  "vrith  their  merchandise,  a  decided 
hostility  to  oar  institutions. 

I  shall  proceed^  sir,  to  answer  some  of  the  ob- 
ieciions  which   are  made  against  the  proposed 
measue.    We  are  told  that  it  will  discourage  for- 
eign commerce ;  our  navigation  will  be  injured; 
our  seamen  will  be  driven  from  their  element,  and 
that  great  arm  of  our  national  defence,  the  Navy, 
will  be  anaihilated.    Sir,  on  what  does  our  Navy 
depend  ?    As  iwas  well  said  by  the  honorable  gen- 
ikeman  from  Nevr  York,  ^Mr.  Mastinbalb,)  give 
ihe  aation  the  means,  and  a  Navy  can  be  created. 
Ob  what  does  it  depend  for  its  seamen  ?    Parllf 
3&  the  fisheries.     These  will  not  be  injured  by  the 
proposed  policy.     They  will  be  promoted,  by  en- 
abhag  the  people  of  tne  inferior  to  Ajrnish  sup- 
plies, siieh  as  hemp  from  the  West,  and  iron  from 
the  North,  in  exchange  for  the  products  of  the 
dsheries.    Noirt  they  can  purchase  silks  from  Can- 
ton as  easily  as  fish  from  Newfoundland.    The 
aiarket  abroad  ififiii  not  be  injured.    The  coasting 
trade  also  furnishes  its  share  of  seamen.    The 
oKxre  exiensiwe   this  trade,  the  greater  would  be 
the  nuaaber  of  seamen  it  could  furnish.    Nothing 
would  gire  greater  activity  to  this  branch  *of  em- 
ployment thaui    the  eneouraeement  of  manufacr 
:ares,  which  frould  be  distributed  through  every 
part  of  the  Union,  along  the  seaboard.    But  it  is 
»id  that  ilie  decxease  of  foreign  commerce  would 


diminish  their  numbers.  We  might  send  fewer 
ships  to  Russia  and  Sweden — perhaps  to  France 
and  England.  This  is  not  to  be  dreaded.  The 
interior  trade  will  be  doubly  augmented.  Our 
rivers  and  lakes  afibrd  unequalled  ^cilities  for  in- 
ternal trade  and  navigation.  They  will  not  re- 
main lon^  unimproved,  if  the  Government  will 
but  lend  its  aid  to  the  industry  and  enterprise  of 
the  people.  It  is  but  a  few  years  since  England 
improved  her  inland  navigation.  Her  advantages 
must  sink  into  insignificance  compared  with  what 
nature  has  bestowed  on  the  United  States.  Yet 
we  are  informed,  by  her  ablest  writers,  that  the 
•n/srior  commerce  and  navigation  of  England  al- 
ready rival  the  easUrwr  in  the  production  of  Beamen 
/or  the  royal  navy,  and  merchant  vessels.  Sir,  if  such 
are  the  eflfects  oi  inland  navigation  in  that  coun- 
try, what  may  not  be  expected  in  this  ?  By  pur- 
suing a  policy  which  would  give  life  and  activity 
to  our  interior  commerce,  we  should  soon  see  our 
rivers,  and  canals,  and  inland  seas  alive  with  our 
navigation.  Our  seamen  would  find  fulV employ- 
ment. In  time  of  war  we  should  not  be  required 
to  send  our  seamen  from  the  seaboard  to  mamtain 
the  honpr  of  our  flag  on  the  lakes.  They  would 
there  be  found  ready  to  defend  our  frontiers  and 
their  own  homes. 

Again,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  mercantile  in- 
terest will  be  ruined  by  giving  the  proposed  aid  to 
manufactures.  The  employment  of  the  merchant 
is  in  the  exchange  and  distribution  of  the  products 
of  labor  throughout  the  community.  It  is  strange, 
indeed,  that  he  should  be  injured  by  increasing  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  nation  ;  that  his  in- 
terests flourish  only  in  the  poverty,  misery,  and 
embarrassments  of  the  people.  There  must  be  a 
supply  for  Che  wants  of  a  country.  It  is  no  more 
a  change  of  employment  or  of  capital  to  purchase 
iron  from  the  forges  of  Vermont  or  Pennsylvania, 
than  there  is  in  opening  a  new  trade  with  other 
nations,  or  re-shipping  merchandise  to  other  mair- 
kets,  which  our  own  do  not  require.  In  time  of 
war,  or  hostile  policy  of  other  countries,  no  busi- 
ness is  more  hazardous  than  foreiga  trade — none 
safer  than  the  domestic. 

We  are  charged  with  pursuing  a  policy  which 
will  be  ruinous  to  the  noble  art  of  snip  buildinjf. 
There  is  no  ground,  sir,  for  this  accusation.  Ship 
Iwilding  has  ever  been  favored  and  protected  by 
the  people.  The  agricultural  part  of  the  nation 
has  always  been  firm  and  faithful  to  its  interest. 
I  cannot  concur  with  the  honorable  member  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Cambrblenu)  when  he  stated, 
the  other  day,  that  the  only  encouragement  given 
to  Amerioan  aavi^j^tion,  was  a  higher  duty  im- 
posed on  merchandise  imported  in  foreign  vessels, 
than  on  merchandise  imported  in  our  own.  It 
seems  to  me.  sir,  that  he  has  entirely  mistaken  the 
character  of  our  navigation  laws.  Was  the  dis- 
criminating duly  on  foreign  tonnage  nothing? 
Was  the  duty  of  fifty  cents  per  ton  on  foreign  ves- 
sels, payable  at  every  entry,  while  but  six  cents 
per  ton  was  required  but  once  a  year  on  our  own, 
nothing  1  [Mr.  Cambbblbiig  requested  to  make 
a  remark.  He  still  cotftidered  the  discriminating 
duty  laid  on  merchandise  imported  in  foreign  ves- 
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sels,  to  be  the  onlv  substantial  protection  giren  to 
oar  shipping.  Tne  doty  upon  foreign  vessels  en- 
gaged in  our  coasting  trade,  he  considered  so^rm^- 
nifieant  as  not  to  be  worthy  of  observation.] 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  very  sorry  if  be  had  called 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  an  insignificant 
subject.    Having  bestowed  som«  attention  to  the 
history  of  our  navigation  laws,  he  would  present 
a  few  observations,  and  leave  the  Committee  to 
judge  between  the  honorable  gentleman  and  him- 
self   In  1793,  the  shipping  of  the  United  States 
was  not  sufficient  for  our  trade.    By  some  it  was 
estimated  that  we  had  not  on e^ fourth  of  the  ton- 
nage required.    I  now  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  act  of  1789.    It  provides  that, 
on  ships  and  vessels  entered  in  the  United  States, 
if  wholly  owned  by  American  citizens,  a  doty 
shall  be  paid  of  six  cents  per  ton.    On  ships  and 
vessels,  wholly  owned  by  foreigners,  fifty  cents 
per  ton.    On  American  vessels  engaged  in  the 
coasting  trade,  six  cents  per  ton,  payable  once  a 
year.     On  foreign  vessels,  carrymg  American 
produce  from  one  of  oor  ports  to  another,  fifty 
cents  a  ton,  payable  at  each  entry.    By  the  act  of 
1790,  foreign  vessels  engaged  in  our  coasting 
trade,  were  subject  to  a  duty  of  fifty  cents  a  ton 
on  each  entry  whether  they  transported  forei^ 
or  domestic  goods  and  merchandise.    Here,  sir, 
is  that  insignificant  protection  to  our  naviga- 
tion which  was  so  far  beneath  the  notice  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.    The  first  t^oneress 
was.  composed  of  the  ablest  statesmen  of  the 
Union.    If  the  honorable  gentleman  will  Cake  the 
trouble  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  that  body, 
he  will  find  that  the  Law  referred  to  was  adopted 
for  the  express  purpose  of  creating  and  protecting 
American  navigation,  most  especially  that  part 
employed  in  the  coasting  trade.    It  was  consid- 
ered an  all  important  measure  by  which  that 
great  object  could  be  accomplished.    While  sap- 
ported  by  such  facts,  and  by  the  authority  of  such 
men,  I  have  but  little  to  fear  from  a  decision  of 
this  Committee.    I  shall  leave  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York  the  distinguished  sat- 
isfaction of  being  the  first  to  discover  the  insig- 
nificance of  that  policy  which  Mr.  Madison  and 
his  associates,  the  most  enlightened  statesmen  of 
the  age,  considered  of  the  most  vital  importance 
to  the  country.    Sir,  let  me  repeat  that  our  navi- 
gation has  always  been  cherished  by  every  Amer- 
ican.   It  is  the  favorite  of  the  nation.   It  wilt  not 
be  surrendered.    If  the  present  measure  should  be 
adopted,  and  prove  injurious  in  its  operation*,  an 
instant  remedy  will  lie  applied.    It  will  be  pro- 
tected.   The  power  of  the  nation  will  come  to  iu 
aid  on  the  least  appearance  of  danger. 

Those  opposed  to  the  bill,  Mr.  Chairman,  ex- 
press the  most  fearful  apprehensions  that  foreign 
nations  would  exclude  our  productions  from  their 
markets,  if  we  should  diminish  the  importation  of 
theirs.  What  more  can  they  do?  What  does 
the  agriculture  of  the  Middle  and  Northern  States 
now  furnish,  and  where  is  it  sent  1  Permit  me  to 
refer  to  the  official  statements  of  our  commercial 
afiairs.  Let  us  have  a  pfactical  commentary  on 
that  noble  system  of  unrestricted  trade,  which  it 


is  said  we  are  about  to  annihilate.  Let  us  see 
how  eenerous  and  liberal  those  nations  are  w^hich 
may  be  afiected  by  the  meastire  under  considera- 
tion^ In  1822,  we  exported  beef,  tallow,  hides, 
and  horned  cattle  to  the  value  of  -  $840,000 
We  sent  across  the  Atlantic,  of  this 

amount 142,000 

Butter  and  cheese  were  exported  to  the 

value  of 220,000 

Sent  across  the  Atlantic     -       -       -  6^000 

Pork,  hams,  bacon,  and  lard,  exported  1,357,000 
Sent  across  the  Atlantic    -        -       -         40,000 

Floor  exported 5,100,000 

Sent  across  the  Atlantic     -        -        -       473,000 

Of  this,  we  sent  9127,000  to  Madeira,  and 
9145,000  to  Gibraltar,  probably  for  the  use  ot 
Spain. 

Tallow  candles  and  soap  -  -  •  9783,000 
Sent  across  the  Atlantic,  less  than      -         20,000 

Even  the  fisheries,  for  whose  prosperity  so  much 
solicitude  is  constantly  expressed,  cannot  boast  of 
a  very  distinguished  transatlantic  fa  van  For  the 
year  1822,  the  value  of  dried  and  smoked  fish  ex- 
ported was  9fi66,000.  Of  this,  Europe  recreived 
less  than  37,000.  Yet  the  farmers  of  three-fourths 
of  the  Union  are  told,  by  those  engaged  in  foreign 
commerce,  to  be  careful — ^to  be  prudent,  or  they 
will'  meet  with  a  dreadful  retahation  !  This  is 
a  proud  state  of  independence.  When  forei^ 
nations  have  done  their  utmost,  we  must  still  pros- 
trate ourselves  before  them,  and  beg  no  further  ex- 
ercise of  their  power.  Each  European  nation 
consults  its  own  interests,  regardless  of  other  con- 
sequences. The  United  States  are  fearful  of  pur- 
suing their  interests,  lest  they  should  ineur  the 
dis^easnre  o(  others. 

The  West  Indies  and  South  America  afford  the 
only  markets  for  the  prbdoctions  which  have 
been  mentioned.  Out  of  this  trade,  we  must  sap- 
ply  ourselves  with  the  commodities  which  they 
anord,  and  the  remainder  is  converted  int6  funds 
to  meet  the  balance  against  us  in  other  countries ; 
to  {^ive  employment  to  foreigners;  to  give  activity 
to  udostry  abroad,  while  ours  is  neffleeted.     Kn- 

flish  West  Indies  now  stand  on  the  nrink  of  ruin. 
tpain  dare  not  interfere  with  the  trade  of  Cuba. 
South  America  controls  her  own  markets. 

Another  very-  serious  objection  is  raised,  to 
which  I  will  calhthe  attention  of  the  Coniinittee. 
We  are  ^old  that  England  will  exclude  the  cot- 
ton  of  the  Soutfaem  states.  I  admit  gentlemen 
from  that  section  of  eoontry  well  undentand  and 
ab^  maintain  its  interests.  With  the  ^reaitest 
deference  and  respect  to  their  opinions,  allow  me, 
sir,  to  offer  some  observations  for  the  consid^ 
oration  of  the  Commtttee.  What  has  ever  been 
the  poUey^  of  England,  in  relation  to  raw  mnte^ 
rials,  which  she  could  not  produce,  and  which 
her  principal  manofiictures  rei^aired  ?  On  thes^ 
she  never  imposed  any  discouraging  burdens,  unle$^ 
to  aid  her  own  agricultore.  Slie  never  excluded 
the  raw  siUt  of  Italy,  let  the  balance  of  trade  b^ 
ever  so  great  against  her ;  she  never  excluded  th^ 
iron  and  hemp  of  Russia,  whatever  might  be  th^ 
condition  of  trade  with  that  country.  Her  n>nn  u 
factores  deOMMided  these  materials,  and  they 
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tiways  receired.  Allow  me.  sir,  to  state  the  oon- 
ditioa  of  the  cotton  manutactures  of  Endand. 
i  assert,  upon  the  authority  of  the  nM)st  authentic 
expoK^  of  English  affiiirs  for  1823,  that  the  manu- 
factore  of  cotton  alone  is  equal  in  value  to  all  the 
other  manufactares  of  that  kingdom. 

She  exported,  in  cotton  goodx-in  1820,  the  value 
of  £16,000,000  sterling;  in  1821,  to  the  amount 
of  £20,500,000  ;  in  1822,  to  the  amount  of  £21,- 
600,000;  in  1823,  at  the  time  of  the  pubKcatioa 
of  that  expoa^,  the  manufacture  was  still  rapidly 
adraociog.  To  this  amount  must  be  added  the 
qaaDtity  required  for  home  consumption.  It  is 
supposed  that  the  whole  value  will  exceed  9l^r 
000,000.  We  do  not  receive  a  twentieth  of  what 
is  maaafaetured  in  that  country.  The  entire  loss 
of  this  part  of  onr  trade  would  be  scarcely  felt  by 
£Bgland ;  yet,  it  is  confidently  said,  she  would 
reject  our  cotton.  She  would  encourage  its  growth 
ia  the  West  Indies,  in  Efypt,  and  Brazil. 

I  present  to  the  Committee  a  brief  statement  of 
eotton  imported  into  England  for  several  periods, 
and  the  oonntries  from  which  it  was  received : 

Bales  of  American.      Brazil.        AH  other. 

la  1802  107,000  74,000  99,000 

1803  106,000  76,000  56,000 

ISU  45,000  150,000  88,000 

1815  103,000  91,000  75,000 

1816  166,000  123,000  80,000 
1821  283,000 

1S22  37d  000  —  — 

1823  448^000  119,000  67,000 

1  have  not  been  able  to  procure  a  statement  of 
the  qoantity  c^  Brazils  and  other  cottons  for  1821 
and  1822.  The  greatest  quantity  of  Brazils  was 
in  1814,  when  oars  was  excluded  in  part  by  the 
war.  Since  that  time  the  cotton  of  that  country 
has  declined.  In  all  others,  except  American,  there 
has  been  hot  little  alteration.  Ours  has  rapidly 
aQf[^ented.  We  receive  not  more  than  one  twen- 
tieth of  the  cotton  fabrics  produced  in  England, 
while  she  receires  from  us  nearly  two-thirds  oi 
the  raw  material.  The  culture  of  cotton  is  not 
increasing  to  any  dangerous  extent  in  Brazil  or 
Egypt,  <x  in  the  English  colonies.  Is  England 
80  regardless  of  her  interests  as  to  close  her  ports 
against  as  and  depend  upon  other  countries,  which 
it  is  eertaia  cannot  aMrd  a  supply?  The  very 
idea  wooid  slMke  the  British  empire  to  its  centre. 
U  istrae,  air«  that  England  will  reoeive  this  great 
iUple  only  while  her  iateresu  will  be  promoted. 
TheeomparatiFely  trifling aoKTOnt  of  cotton  goods 
we  reoeive  is  a  matter  of  secondary  importance  to 
her.  Bat,  ivhether  we  take  her  maatuactures  or 
not,  wheaerer  she  can  procure  cotton  on  better 
terms  hom  any  other  coun^,  oars  will  be  at 
oaee  rejected.  Her  friendship  or  compasik>a  is 
hot  little  concerned  in  her  policy  or  interest. 

If,  sir,  there  is  any  danger  that  England  may 
exclude  it,  is  the  domestic  market  to  be  disre- 
garded ?  If  it  must  share  the  fate  of  the  beef, 
pork,  and  floor,  of  other  countries,  ought  we  not 
10  be  prepared  for  the  event?  About  two-thirds 
15  much  is  annually  consumed  in  the  United  States 
as  was  exported  ia  each  of  the  years  1815,  1816, 


and  1817.  We  have  advanced  faster  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  this  article  than  the  Southern  States 
did  in  the  production.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
is  deserviog  of  cobsideration. 

Here,  »ir,  permit  me  to  observe,  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Cambre* 
leng)  was  mistaken,  when  he  spoke  of  the  dis* 
couragement  of  the  cotton  manufacture  in  Eng* 
land ;  that  we  had  given  it  a  greater  protection 
already.  India  first  furnished  Europe  with  cotton 
fabrics.  When  the  raw  material  could  be  pro* 
cured,  the  manufacture  was  introduced  into  Eng- 
land. In  1699,  the  white  cotton  goods  of  India 
were  prohibited  entirely.  In  1721,  the  printed 
cottons  were  also  excluded.  I  misunderstand  the 
effect  of  prohibition,  if  we  have  given  equal  pro- 
tection. France  did  the  same  as  early  as  1687. 
It  is  long  since  that  England  and  France  have 
surpassed  the  Eastern  fabric.  This  country  has 
made  more  rapid  progress  in  this  kind  of  manu- 
facture than  either,  as  far  as  it  has  received  pro- 
tection. In  turn,  we  may  become  the  successful 
competitors  of  those  nations  in  the  tnarkets  which 
they  command  by  their  present  industry  and  skill. 

The  inquiry  is  often  madcj  why  do  manufac- 
tares produce  these  great  results  in  a  country 
which  gives  them  encouragement?  They  give 
an  enlarged  field  for  the  exercise  of  the  moral  and 
physical  energies  of  a  people.  They  furnish  em- 
ployment adapted  to  their  various  inclinations, 
tastes,  and  talents.  They  are  associated  with  all 
the  useful  arts  and  sciences.  They  afford,  also, 
the  immense  advantages  of  machinery.  We  have 
been  told  that  the  machinery  employed  in  Great 
Britain  performs  the  labor  of  two  hundred  mil- 
lions of  people.  -On  the  other  hand  agriculture  is 
chiefly  conducted  by  manual  industry.  The  labor 
of  a  thousand  of  our  citizens  on  their  farms  would 
perhaps  be  of  much  less  value  than  the  product  of 
a  single  machine  in  Fraiice  or  England. 

Sir,  manufactures  give  a  steady  and  solid  value 
to  the  landed  property  of  a  country.  While  we  are 
dependent  upon  foreign  markets,  foreign  nations 
may  affect,  if  not  determine,  the  value  of  every 
acre  of  land  in  the  Union.  A  dothestic  market 
will  always  be  safe  and  permanent.  The  price  of 
our  lands,  except  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
populous  towns  or  navigable  waters,  is  literally  re* 
duced  to  nothing.  The  ordinary  produce  of  agri- 
culture is  heavy  and  bulky,  in  proportion  to  its 
value.  Its  cost  of  transportation  to  market,  leaves 
no  balance  to  the  producer.  By  establishing  man- 
ufactories of  hemp,  iron,  wool,  and  cotton,  in  all 
their  various  branches,  you  give  a  demand  for  ad- 
ditional productions.  The  labor  of  the  nation  is 
divided.  Climate  aiMl  soil  are  consulted.  Em- 
ployment has  a  greater  selection  of  objects.  The 
raw  materials  are  changed,  by  art  and  labor,  into 
forms  required  for  use.  A  supply  would  be  fur- 
nished for  the  surrounding  country,  and  the  rest 
would  be  sent,  with  trifling  expense,  to  some  com- 
mon market,  and  exchanged  for  the  productions 
of  other  sections  of  country.  Iron  would  be  given 
for  salt,  cloths  for  cottocK  hemp  for  fish,  all  that 
was  surplus  in  one  part,  for  what  was  to  spare  in 
another.    Manufactures  would,  therefore,  equals 
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ize  the  value  of  property  throughout  the  couDtry, 
and  be  advantageous  to  every  portion  of  it. 

Sir,  the  interior  of  the  country  has  long  suffered 
from  a  deficient  circulating  medium.  Property 
is  not  represented  by  a  steady  currency.  Our  good 
citizens  desire  the  ordinary  comforts  of  civilized 
life.  They  resort  to  credit  to  procure  them,  and  de- 
pend upon  the  fruits  of  their  industry  for  payment. 
A  constantly  declining  market  brings  continued 
disappointment.  What  little  money  may  have 
found  its  way  into  the  country,  is  instantly  taken 
out  of  circulation,  and  returned  to  the  commercial 
cities.  By  increasing  manufactures,  we  shall  pur- 
chase less  from  abroad,  and  augment  the  means  of 
payment  at  home. 

To  give  Ms  a  little  consolation,  we  are  informed 
that  the  smaller  the  amount  of  money  in  circula- 
tion, the  more  it  will  buy.  This  mignt  be  true,  if 
it  reguUted  the  price  of  every  article  required  for 
consumption.  It  is  true,  as  to  beef  and  flour,  in 
Vermont  and  Kentucky,  but  it  is  not  so,  as  to  for- 
eign articles.  The  price  of  sugars,  teas,  and  coffee, 
would  experience  butlittle change,  whatever  might 
be  the  amount  of  money  in  circulation  in  Ohia  or 
Tennessee. 

Sir,  it  is  often  asserted  as  a  maxim  of  political 
economy,  that  we  should  buy  where  we  can  buy 
the  cheapest.  This,  I  admit,  is  very  captivating 
doctrine.  But  I  will  venture  to  assert  another 
rule,  much  safer,  and  equally  intelligible:  it  is, 
that  we  should  buy  where  we  can  pay  the  easiest. 
I  believe,  upon  a  moment's  reflection^  all  will  ad- 
mit that  the  best  purchase  of  an  article  which  is 
wanted,  is  when  the  payment  is  the  most  conve- 
niently and  easily  made.  Manufactories  distribu- 
ted through  the  country,  would  afford  this  advan- 
tage in  a  great  desree.  As  has  been  repeatedly 
observed,  there  would  be  a  new  market  for  the  raw 
materials.  The  faroMr  would  be  more  frequently 
enabled  to  make  ready  payment  in  the  produce  of 
his  land.  He  would  avoid  credit,  and  be  free  from 
the  dangers  of  being  compelled  to  change  his  pro* 
perty  into  money.  If  there  is  a  greater  nominal 
value  in  the  article  purchased,  so  there  generally 
will  be  in  the  article  sold.  The  great  advantage  is 
being  able  readily  to  exchange  what  you  have  for 
what  vou  want.  This  may  not  be  compatible 
with  the  rigid  rules  of  cash  dealings,  but  i^  appli- 
cable to  the  course  of  business  among  the  great 
mass  of  the  people. 

But.  sir,  we  are  repeatedly  asked,  do  you  expect 
to  mase  the  people  rich  by  legislation  ?  Do  they 
not  understand  their  own  business  and  interests  ? 
Are  they  not  competent  to  decide  what  employ- 
ment is  the  most  profitable?  Under  an  existing 
state  of  things,  they  undoubtedly  are.  It  is  also 
tru^,  that  they  will  adapt  their  labor  and  industry 
to  the  policy  which  their  Government  may  pursue. 
But,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  employment  of 
the  people  of  one  nation  has  more  or  less  relation 
to,  and  dependence  on,  the  employment  of  the  peo- 
ple of  another.  It  is  only  by  the  agency  of  one 
Government  that  the  policy  of  another  can  be 
resisted.  The  people,  in  their  individual  capacity, 
cannot  produce  the  effect.  I  fully  admit,  sir,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  well  understand 


their  own  interests ;  and  they  as  well  understand 
the  duty  of  their  (Government  also.  They  knew 
the  benefits  which  the  protection  of  our  navigation 
would  produce.  It  was  the  Grovernment  alone 
which  could  give  that  protection.  They  knew 
that  encouragement  should  be  given  to  the  fishe- 
ries, and  it  was  given.  They  demanded  that  pro- 
tection should  be  given  to  coarse  cottons.  It  was 
given ;  and  the  result  proves  that  they  understood 
their  interests.  The  merchants  know,  that  duties 
upon  sales  at  auction  are  necessary,  to  protect  their 
employment  I  hope,  sir,  that  their  application  to 
Government  will  not  be  in  vain.  I  nope,  also, 
that  the  people  of  the  interior  mey  be  allowed  to 
have  some  knowledge  of  what  might  prove  advan- 
tageous to  them.  They  do  know ;  and  millions 
have  asked  and  implored,  in  langua^  which 
would  move  the  heart  of  Nero,  for  the  aid  q£  their 
Government.  They  do  know,  that  their  interests 
would  be  promoted  by  a  decisive  protection  of  their 
industry. 

Sir,  another  ol^etion  to  the  present  measure  is 
presented.    The  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton tells  us, "  the  burden  occasioned  by  most  of  the 
'  particular  duties  recommended,  would  fall  on  all 
'  the  community,  but  chiefly  on  those  least  able  to 
'  bear  it.    In  this  country,  the  poor  man,  person- 
'  ally)  consumes  nearly  as  nonich  tea,  coffee,  and 
'  sugar,  as  the  rich ;  and,  though  his  clothings  is 
'  not  so  fine,  yet  its  cost  constitutes  a  much  greater 
'  proportion  of  his  whole  expenses.    Besides,  this 
'  new  tariff  is  so  nicely  adjusted  as  to  lay  a  far 
'  heavier  impost  on  coarse  cottons  and  linens,  than 
<  on  those  01  a  finer  texture."    I  am  not  disposed 
to  call  in  question  the  philanthropy  of  the  people 
of  that  city.    It  certainly  is  gratifying  to  learn 
that  so  large  a  share  of  the  comforts  of  life  fall  to 
the  poorer  classes  in  that  section  of  our  coantry. 
It  would  afford  as  much  satisfaction  to  see  those 
of  the  interior  in  the  enjoyment  of  equal  blessings. 
But,  sir,  how  should  manufactures  be  first  intro- 
duced in  a  country  like  ours  9    Is  it  by  giving 
the  first  encouragement  to  the  finest  and  most  per- 
fect fabrics,  because  they  are  consumed  by  the  rich  ? 
Are  we  to  expect  the  highest  skill  at  once  1     It  is 
impossible.    Itis  stmnge  that  any  friend  to  manu- 
factures should  recommend  such  a  course.     The 
first  efforts  of  manufacturing  skill  have  been  pro- 
perly directed  to  coarse  and  common  fabrics.      It 
would  be  the  extreme  of  folly  for  our  Government 
to  introduce  the  manufacture  of  fine  broadcloths, 
and  cambrics,  before  the  coantry  could  produce 
the  plainest  cottons  and  woollens.    Have  the  poor 
no  equivalent,  even  should  there  be  a  momentary 
advance  of  price  on  the  articles  which  they  con- 
sumed.   They  cerlainlv  have  that  equivalent  in 
the  increased  demand  for  the  labor  of  themseWes 
and  families.    They  will  be  enabled  more  gene-* 
rally  to  procare  the  necessaries  and  conveniences 
of  life.    Our  experience  already  gives  demonstra- 
tion of  the  correctness  of  this  assertion. 

Again,  the  memorial  to  which  I  have  alluded 
observes  that,  "if  they  are  manufactures  of  mate^ 
'  rials  raised  by  us,  and  we  might,  by  prohibiting 
'  their  importation,  make  them  ourselves  at  a  higbi 
'  er  price  than  they  actually  cost  us,  is  it  not  equal: 
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I  ly  tnie  that,  if  the  hostility  of  the  natioa  which 
*  sapplies  os,  or  any  other  cause,  should  prevent 
^  their  importation  hereafter,  we  may  make  them 
^at  the  same  additionai  expense,  then?  And 
'  why  should  we  assume  a  burdea  now,  because  it 
'  mav  fall  on  us  hereafter?"  Can  manufactures, 
sir,  be  iatroduced  in  a  moment?  Are  they  to 
hare  no  protection  but  the  hostility  of  other  na- 
tions, and  that  protection  to  end  when  that  hos- 
tility ceases?  Deplorable,  indeed,  must  be  the 
condition  iyi  a  country  g07erned  by  such  poliev. 
Who  will  venture  their  capital?  What  would 
be  the  ralue  of  skill  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  such 
opinions  contain  their  own  refutation. 

While  one  object  of  the  bill  is  to  enlarge  the 
amonnt  of  manufactures,  another,  equally  impor- 
tant, is  to  protect  those  which  already  exist.  A 
great  proportion  of  our  people  engaged,  have 
small  capital.  Yet,  to  many,  the  present  encour- 
agement, with  a  steady  market,  would  be  suffi- 
cient They  "want  the  advantag^e  of  regular  and 
frequent  sales.  The  foreign  manufacturer  is 
sware  of  this.  His  capital  is  immense.  He  is 
able  to  fill  our  market  when  he  pleases,  although 
at  a  present  sacrifice.  The  domestic  manufactu- 
rer is  interrupted  in  his  business,  and  perhaps 
rained,  when  regular  and  reasonable  prices  would 
have  given  a  safe  and  satisfactory  profit.  It  is 
not  a  liir  course  of  dealing  that  is  embarrassing, 
but  a  kind  of  speculation  which  can  be  sustained  by 
the  foreign  manufacturer,  but  which  the  domestic 
is  unable  to  meet.  When  the  last  is  driven  away, 
the  other  is  able  to  make  good  any  temporary 
sacrifice.  There  may  be  some  manufactures 
which  will  advance  in  price  for  the  moment,  but 
competition  will  soon  reduce  them  to  a  proper 
leveL  Experience  has  ever  proved  the  absolute 
certainty  of  this.  A  trifling  augmentation  of 
value,  for  a  limited  time,  is  at  once  overwhelmed 
by  considerations  of  national  advantage,  which  I 
have  endeavored  to  illustrate. 

The  importance  of  the  article  of  iron  is  admit- 
ted on  every  side.    Whether  in  peace  or  war,  it  is 
of  the  first  necessity.    To  depend  on  foreign  na- 
tions for  this,  is  too  dangerous  to  our  safety,  and 
roo  degrading  to  our  character.    The  country 
around  Ltake  Champlain  in  New  York  and  Ver- 
mont contains  inexhaustible  mines  of  the  richest 
quality.     Other  parts  of  the  Union  also  possess 
than.    If  once  protected,  the  most  abundant  sup- 
ply of  iron  would  be  produced.    The  country 
wheie  they  exist  in  the  greatest  abundance,  is 
generally  sterile,  mountainous,  and  of  little  value 
ID  its  present  condition.    With  few  exceptions, 
the  manufacturer  is  prostrate  beyond  redemption, 
unless  the  aid  of  Government  is  afibrded.    From 
the  counties  of  Essex  and  Clinton,  in  New  York, 
we  hare  a  statement  of  their  number  and  condi- 
tion.    There  are  between  thirty  and  forty  forges, 
which  conid  produce  nearly  four  thousand*  tons 
per  annum,     xbey  now  produce  about  one  thous- 
and.    There  are  numerous  manufactories  for  roll- 
ing and  slitting  and  making  nails.    But  foreign 
competition   has  rendered  them  almost  useless. 
There  are  many  in  Vermont  which  have  gone  to 
decay  and  min,  or  preserve  a  lingering,  ddubtful 
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existence.  Some,  on  a  very  limited  scale,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  populous  settlements,  having  par- 
ticular advantages,  may  afford  a  moderate  profit. 
But  a  great  proportion  in  that  State  and  in  the 
Union,  are  sinking  under  the  pressure  of  foreien 
rivalry.  We  imported  forty  thousand  tons  for  the 
last  year.  The  amount  will  continatiy  increase 
unless  Qovernment  interferes.  The  value  in  our 
own  ports,  exclusive  of  duties,  must  be,  at  least, 
two  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  This  is  fur- 
nished by  Russia,  Sweden,  and  England. 

Look,  sir,  at  our  trade  with  those  countries.  In 
1822,  we  took  of  Russia,  in  iron,  hemp,  and  other 
merchandise,  to  the  amount  of  $3,300,000.  She 
received  of  us,  our  productions  to  the  value  of 
$177,000.  We  took  from  Sweden,  in  the  same 
year,  of  her  productions,  to  the  value  of  $1,151^000. 
That  country  received  from  us  $180,000.  Eng- 
land takes  nothing  of  consequence  produced  by 
the  Middle  and  Northern  States.  The  balance 
must,  of  course,  be  paid  in  the  profits  of  some  other 
branch  of  commerce.  Suppose,  sir,  a  part  of 
what  we  send  abroad  for  iron  should  be  expended 
in  the  United  States.  Suppose  five  hundrea  thou- 
sand dollars  should  be  expended  around  the  shores 
of  Lake  Champlain,  the  effects  would  be  immense. 
It  would  cause  an  investment  of  capital  to  a  rast 
amount.  It  would  giveprofi  table  employment  to 
thousands  of  people.  The  hidden  riches  of  the 
earth  would  be  drawn  from  its  bosom,  where  they 
woOld  otherwise  lie  useless  for  ages.  Manufac- 
tures, of  which  this  metal  is  the  principal  mate- 
rial, would  at  once  spring  into  existence.  The 
agriculture  of  the  surrounding  country  would  be 
revived  and  invigorated.  Millions  and  millions 
in  value  would  be  added  to  sections  of  territory, 
which  ar«  now  desolate,  barren,  and  uncultivated 
— where  wild  beasts  alone  have  undisputed  do- 
minion. The  lake  and  connecting  canals  open 
the  way  to  expanded  markets.  The  products  of 
the  mines  would  be  exchanged  for  the  various 
commodities  abroad,  which  the  comforts  and  con- 
venience of  the  people  would  require.  The  same 
advantages  would  also  result  to  New  Jersey,  Peiin- 
sylvania,  and  every  other  State  where  this  in- 
valuable article  could  be  produced.  What  sacri- 
fice, sir,  is  required  of  any  interest,  commensurate 
with  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  solid  and 
decided  protection  of  this  important  production? 

The  same  reasons  apply,  sir,  with  equal  force 
to  other  important  manufactures,  the  raw  materi- 
als-of  which,  this  country  affords  an  abundance. 
The  subject  is  exhaustless.  I  have  trespassed 
upon  the  patience  of  the  Committee  too  long  al- 
ready. 

As  to  the  revenue,  it  seems  to  me  that  no 
danger  is  to  be  feared.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  recommended  a  revision  ot  the  tar- 
iff*, for  the  benefit  of  revenue  and  the  aid  it  would 
give  to  the  manufactures  of  the  nation.  The 
proposed  augmentation  of  the  duty  to  twenty-five 
per  cent,  on  merchandise  now  paying  fifteen, 
would  add  greatly  to  its  amount.  It  would  oner- 
ate  principally  on  the  rich,  and  tend  to  equalize 
the  ourdens  of  supporting  the  Government  be- 
tween them  and  the  poor.    Cottons  are  generally 
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used  by  the  latter,  in  the  place  of  lioens;  and  silks  I 
are  not  required  by  necessity.  | 

It  may  be  remarked,  also,  that  the  fine  fabrics 
will  but  little  diminish  for  years.  The  ability  of 
the  people  to  procure  a  greater  amount  of  such 
commodities,  as  this  country  can  never  produce, 
will  constantly  improve.  The  demand  for  the 
consumption  of  these  will  continually  increase 
with  our  rapidly  increasing  population. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  the  example  of  other  nations 
will  not  be  considered  useless  here.  The^  may 
serve  as  a  guide  to  our  determination  on  this  im- 
portant subject.  The  reasons  upon  which  they 
are  founded,  are  clear  and  incontrovertible.  Our 
experience  had  also  proved  the  value  of  the  aid 
already  given  to  our  manufactures.  The  earnest 
applications  from  almost  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try,' for  further  assistance,  must  have  an  impres- 
sive influence  on  this  Committee,  I  hope  that 
the  object  of  the  motion  now  immediately  under 
consideration,  will  be  the  last  abandoned,  and 
that  the  general  provisions  of  the  bill  will  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  the  (Government. 

When  Mr.  Mallary  liad  concluded — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
Committee  then  rose. 

Mr.  Sloame,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that,  on 
Tuesday  next^  he  should  move  that  the  House  go 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  contested 
election  of  a  member  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Bailey.) 

The  House  then  adjourned.  / 


Monday,  March  1. 
DEATH  OF  MR.  BALL. 

As  soon  as  the  journal  of  Saturday  was  read, 
Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  rise  to  perform  a  painful  and 
melancholy  duty.  It  is  to  announce  the  death  of 
my  friend  and  colleague,  William  Lee  Ball,  a 
Representative  from  the  State  of  Virginia.  On 
yesterday,  it  pleased  Almighty  God  to  call  him 
from  this  scene,  of  suffering  and  trial  to  the  abode 
of  the  blessed !  The  awful  stillness  and  gloom 
which  pervade  this  Hall,  proclaim,  more  strongly 
than  any  effort  of  mine  could  do,  the  loss  which 
we  have  sustained !  In  asking  you  to  pay  this 
last  tribute  to  the  memory  and  virtues  of  my  de- 
ceased friend,  what  can  I  say  to  add  to  the  strong 
and  deep  sympathy  which  is  so  generallv  and 
kindly  manifested  throughout  this  House?  He 
was  known  to  you  all,  and  by  all  respected,  es- 
teemed, and  beloved.  I  knew  him  well,  for  he  was 
the  early  companion  of  my  youth,  and  the  friend 
of  mv  manhood.  There  was  nothing  dazzling  in 
his  character,  or  shining  in  action,  but  his  march 
through  life  was  that  of  probity,  honor,  and  virtue ! 
He  was  characterized  by  a  strong  and  noble 
mind;  by  generous  and  godlike  feelings;  by  a 
kindness  and  simplicity  of  manner,  and  by  a  love 
and  indulgence  for  his  fellow  men,  which  won  the 
admiration  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  It 
might  with  truth  be  said  of  him,  that  he  was 
without  fear  and  reproach.    Such  was  the  man 


whose  los^  we  deplore,  and  whose  spirit  has  { 
forever !  Peace  to  his  ashes !  and  would  to  G 
it  could  have  been  so  willed  that  they  might  hi 
mingled  with  those  of  his  fathers !  I  offer  the  i 
lowing  resolutions : 

The  House  having  been  informed  of  the  deatb 
William  Lee  Ball,  a  Representative  from  the  8tat^ 
Virginia,  and  being  deeply  senstble  of  the  loss  ol 
man  whose  public  and  private  virtnea  endeared  I 
to  all  who  knew  him,  and,  being  desirous  to  rend^ 
just  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory— 

Mesohedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  ti 
order  for  superintending  his  foneral. 

ReBohed,  That  the  members  of  this  House  will  I 
tify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  William  Lee  B 
by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  the  remaindei 
the  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  will  attend  the  funi 
of  the  late  William  Lee  Ball,  to-morrow  morning 
12  o'clock. 

The  resolves  having  been  unanimously  agl 
to,  the  House  adjourned. 


TcESDAY,  March  2. 

The  House  met,  and  adjourned  for  the  pur] 
of  affording  the  members  an  opportunity  to  ai^ 
the  funeral  of  the  late  William  Lee  Ball. 


Weonesdat,  March  3. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  presented  a  me 
rial  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  New  Ca 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  purpos 
sinking  an  additional  range  of  piers,  for  the  s 
rity  of  the  harbor  of  said  town. 

Mr.  Longfellow  presented  a  memorial  of 
dry  merchants  and  underwriters  in  the  towi 
Pottland,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  praying  r^ 
neration  for  losses  sustained  by  spoliations  i 
their  lawful  commerce,  by  French  cruiserS| 
tween  the  years  1793  and  1800,  or  that  their  i 
to  claim  the  same  from  the  Gtovernmed 
France,  may  be  restored  to  them. — ^Referred  t 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  presented  a  memori 
the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
eign  Missions,  containing  the  views  of  the 
board  upon  the  subject  of  the  civilization 
moral  improvement,  generally,  of  the  Indian  t 
within  the  limits  of  the  territory  of  the  Ui 
States,  and  stating,  summarily,  the  proceed 
which  have  been  adopted  by  the  said  boardj 
by  other  boards,  of  different  denominationi 
well  as  of  measures  now  in  progress,  for  the  1 
fit  of  said  Indians ;  the  success  of  their  el 
hitherto  made,  and  the  encouraging  prospe« 
to  the  future;  and  soliciting  such  pecuniar 
from  the  Gh)vernment  of  the  United  States,  < 
the  wisdom  of  Congress,  it  shall  see  fit  to  gi 
wlrich  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Comn 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
eral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  North  Can 
praying  Congress  to  make  provision  for  satisf 
out  of  the  lands  ceded  by  that  State  to  the  U 
States,  such  claims  as  have  been  adjiidged 
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hj  said  State  under  the  act  of  cession  of  1789, 
ind  which  have  remained  unsatisfied ;  which 
memorial  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and 
Mr.  Boston,  Mr.  Blair,  Mr.  Saunders,  Mr. 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Buchanan,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  C<Mnmittee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Columbia  College,  in  the 
Disu-ict  of  Columbia,  and  lea^e  was  given  to  with- 
draw the  same. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  granting  certain  public  lots 
U)  the  cities  of  St.  Augustine  and  Pensacola, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  ' 

On  mocioD  of  Mr.  Inoham,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  fixinp^,  by  law,  the  fees  proper  to  be 
aUowed  for  the  official  duties  performed  in  rela- 
cioo  to  naturalization  of  aliens. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ricbahd,  of  Michigan,  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making  a  road 
from  Detroit,  or  from  Pontiac,  in  the  county  of 
Oakland,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  to  the 
Lake  of  Michigan  or  to  Chicago. 

The  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  the  obseryance  in  the  Army 
of  the  rules  and  reg^ulations  compiled  by  General 
Scott,  was  referred  to  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  30th  December  last,  upon  a  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  in  relation  to  the  expen- 
ditures in  the  Ordnance  Department. 

Mr.  SLOANE,from  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
who  were  instructed  to'inquire  whether  any  mem- 
bers remmed  to  .senre  in  this  House,  were  not,  at 
the  time  of  their  election,  inhabitants  of  the  States 
from  which  they  were  respectively  returned,  made 
a  report  thereon,  which  was  read,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  report  of  the  same  committee  in 
the  c^se  of  John  Bailey.  The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  of  Elections  report,  that,  in  compli- 

aaee  with  the  instructions  containod  in  the  resolution  of 

the  Bmme  a£  the  25th  of  Febraary,  they  have  obtained 

fnm  the  Department  of  State  certain  documents  in 

rrlanoD  to  John  Forsyth,  one  of  the  members  returned 

from  the  Stale  of  Georgia,  which  they  ask  leave  to 

Bake  a  part  of  this  report.    From  these  documents, 

it  appears  that  Mr.  Forsyth  was  elected  a  member  of 

the  prcacBt  Congress  during  the  time  of  hia  residing 

Bear  ika  Court  of  Spain,  in  the  character  of  Minister 

Pleoipotcotiavy  from  the  United  Sutes.    The  eom- 

Bitice  m  of  opinion  that  there  ia  nothing  in  Mr. 

Foi9jtk*m  case  which  disqualifies  him  from  holding  a 

■eat  in  this  House.    The  capacity  in  which  he  acted 

eadndoo  the  idea,  that,  by  the  performance  of  his  duty 

abroad,  ho  ceased  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  United 

States ;  and,  if  to,  inasmuch  as  he  had  no  inhabitancy 

io  ioj  other  part  of  the  Union  than  Georgia,  he  must 

W  coosideved  as  in  the  same  situation  aa  before  the 

aceeptanee  of  the  appointment    The  committee  re- 

fpectfoflj  aak  leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 

coBAdcrmtion  of  the  subject  referred  to  them. 


PARTRIDGE'S  MILITARY  ACADEMY. 
Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  issued  to  Captain 
Alden  Partridge,  fixed  ammunition,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  accompanied  by  a  detailed  report  upon 
the  subject;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  resolution,  instructing  it  *'  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorising  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  permit  the  iaaoe  of  ammunition  to  Captain  Alden 
Partridge,  Superintendent  of  the  American  Literary, 
Scientific,  and  MUitary  Academy,  for  the  improTe- 
ment  of  the  pupila  of  the  said  Academy  in  practical 
gunnery,"  heg  leave  to  report: 

That,  in  the  consideration  of  thia  subject,  they  have 
felt  that  it  was  their  duty  to  diacuas  the  policy  inaepa- 
rably  connected  with  the  resolution ;  nor  have  they 
been  unmindful  of  the  necessity  of  inatituting  a  pro- 
per inquiry  into  the  merits  of  the  Seminary,  for  which 
the  proposed  bounty  ia  intended. 

Your  committee  would  deem  it  altogether  auper- 
fluoua,  that  they  should  at  this  moment  enforce,  by 
any  argument  of  theirs,  the  utility  of  encouraging  the 
diflusion  of  usefiil  knowledge,  or  that  they  should  in* 
siat  on  a  position  ao  indiaputably  true,  that  a  goTem- 
ment  cannot  employ  ita  energies  more  beneficially,  or 
act  under  a  higher  moral  sanction,  than  by  advancing 
the  prosperity  of  iostitutions  of  learning.  But  the 
propoaition  submitted  for  their  consideration,  aflecta 
the  country  in  one  of  ita  most  interesting  relatione-^ 
its  defence  ;  and  aa  such,  it  forms  one  of  the  moat  irn* 
portant  objecte  of  our  notice  and  regard.  If  it  be  ad- 
mitted, that  the  existence  and  dissemination  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  miiitarr  science,  ia  perhaps  more 
important  to  the  ultimate  defence  of  the  country,  than 
the  continuance  of  a  atanding  army  in  time  of  peace, 
the  promotion  of  thia  aort  of  learning  may  well  be 
called  "  the  cheap  defence  of  nationa.''  The  oalr  in- 
quiry would  then  aeem  to  be,  whether  the  Acaoemy 
of  Capuin  Partridge  ia  aubservient  to  theee  imporUnt 
purposes ;  and  here  your  committee  would  rely  on  the 
fact,  that  this  institution  is  founded  on  the  baaia  of 
military  subordination,  and  one  of  the  primary  branches 
of  ite  course  of  instruction  is  the  theory  of  the  art  of 
war,  as  far  aa  it  can  be  taught,  in  reference  to  ite  ab- 
stract principlea. 

It  appeara  that,  independently  of  the  Superintend- 
ent, (a  gentleman  of  acknowledged  gentua  and  dia- 
tinguiahed  attainmente)  who  tekes  upon  himself  the 
instruction  of  hia  pupila  in  matbematica,  natural  and 
moral  philosophy,  and  the  mflitery  acience,  there  are 
at  this  school  the  following  profmorshipe,  each  filled 
by  a  separate  inatructer:  lat,  of  Ethica  and  Bellea 
Lettrea ;  2d,  Geography  and  Histery ;  8d,  Chemistry  ; 
4th,  Practical  Geometry  and  Topography;  6th,  the 
Greek  language  ;  6th,  of  the  Latin  language;  7th,  of 
the  French  language.  Organised  aa  this  institution 
is,  your  committee  must  regard  it  aa  a  very  eaaential 
auxiliary  to  the  Academy  at  West  Point,  aa  the  leaser 
tectica  are  teught  by  field  exercises,  together  with 
castrametation,  military  surveying,  and  most  of  the 
duties  incident  to  active  service,  in  the  presence  of  an 
enemy. 

Out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  students,  now  at 
Capuin  Pariridge'a  Academyi  there  are  eight  officers 
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of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Stmtei,  on  for]oogh,panni. 
ing  thoM  ftadiee  which  are  indifpeimblj  connected 
with  the  dotiee  of  their  profeeiion ;  and  among  the 
rett  of  the  pnpiU,  there  are  several  who  are  looking  to 
the  navy  as  their  ultimate  avocation,  and  whose  names 
are  registered  on  the  list  of  applicants  for  appointments 
in  that  service. 

Indeed,  your  committee  think»  without  hitherto  sub- 
jecting the  Government  to  the  cost  of  a  cent,  that 
OapUin  Partridge,  by  an  enlightened  public  spirit, 
and  ardent  devotion  to  his  present  enterprise,  is  car- 
rying into  effect  a  portion  of  the  admirable  purposes 
of  our  own  institution. 

The  value  of  the  ammunition  which,  by  the  bill  ac- 
companying this  report,  is  contemplated  to  be  put  at 
the  disposal  of  Captain  Partridge,  it  will  be  seen, 
will  amount  to  $450  for  the  first  year ;  a  little  more 
than  the  annual  expense  of  a  cadet  at  West  Point 
When  a  sum  so  trifling  is  contrasted  with  advantages 
so  obvious,  when  it  is  recollected  that  Captain  Par^ 
tridge  could  not  procure  the  fixed  ammunition  (as 
facilities  for  its  preparation  are  only  to  be  found  in 
arsenals)  except  at  an  expense  much  beyond  the  an- 
nexed estimate,  and  not  at  all,  perhaps,  without  great 
inconvenience,  your  committee  cannot  but  believe,  that, 
in  recommending  the  passage  of  the  bill  herewith  re- 
ported, Ihey  are  firmly  sustained  by  the  enlightened 
policy  which  dictated  the  establishment  of  the  Mili- 
tary School  at  West  Point,  and  by  conaiderations 
which  tend  to  justify  the  liberal  application  of  na- 
tional patronage  and  beneficence  to  the  meritorioas 
and  useful  objects  of  individual  enterprise  and  exer* 
tion 

Your  committee  will  not  waste  your  time,  or  use- 
lessly consume  their  own,  by  dwelling  on  the  import- 
ance of  lessons  in  practical  gunnery  to  those  on  whom 
the  future  defence  of  this  country  may  devolve.  They 
cannot,  however,  refrain  from  offering  one  observa- 
tion, which  they  think  of  some  importance.  Although 
many  of  the  young  men  educated  at  Captain  Par- 
tridge's Seminary  may  not  be  destined  to  obtain  com- 
missions in  the  Navy  or  regular  Army  of  the  United 
States,  yet  it  is  highly  probable,  firom  the  military 
spirit  and  knowledge  which  they  will  thereby  imbibe, 
that  they  will  seek,  in  the  militia  of  the  several  States, 
occasions  for  usefulness  and  distinction.  In  this  de- 
partment of  the  public  service,  a  knowledge  of  practi- 
cal gunnery  is  much  wanted,  nor  could  the  General 
Government  supply  it  more  cheaply,  (with  the  same 
degree  of  efficiency,)  than  by  aiding  its  instruction  at 
the  fountain  head  of  schools  .founded  on  a  military 
basis. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  »tate  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
CoNDicT  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  to  amend 
the  seyeral  acts  laying  duties  on  imports ;"  and 
the  question  still  being  on  Mr.  Poller's  motion, 
to  strike  out  the  duty  of  one  dollar  and  twelve 
cents  per  c  wt.  on  bar  iron — the  debate  of  Saturday 
was  resumed. 

■ 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out,  and  advocated  the  duty  ii^  a 
speech  abounding  with  the  practical  details  of 
tne  subject,  stated  from  his  own  knowledge  and 
experience,  as  master  and  proprietor  of  extensive 
iron  works,  in  that  State. 


Mr.  Breck,  of  Pennsylvania,  looked  upon  it  as 
an  incontrovertible  principle  of  political  economy, 
that  raw  materials  must  be  furnished  cheap  to  the 
manufacturer,  to  enable  him  to  sell  cheap. 

We  have,  said  he,  five  or  six  articles  admitted 
duty  free,  and  the  manufacturer  of  most  of  these 
not  only  supplies  the  home  consumption,  bat  is 
enabled  to  export  largely.  Thus,  undressed  fios 
being  free,  $86)CX)0  worth  of  hats  were  exported 
in  1822.  Raw  hides  being  likewise  free,  f^6,000 
worth  of  leather  shoes  were  exported  that  year,  is 
well  as  450,000  pounds  of  gunpowder,  owing  to 
the  raw  material  being  lightly  dotied. 

The  friends  of  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff,  Doii 
imder  consideration,  profess  to  have,  for  their  main 
object,  the  protection  of  manufactures ;  and  yet^ 
almost  every  article  required  by  the  manufacturei 
is  saddled  with  enormous  duties.  Even  the  Terj 
dye  stuff's  are  heavily  taxed.  Indigo,  of  whicfa 
1,160,000  pounds  were  imported  in  1822,  is  to  V 
charged  with  an  additional  dutjr,  for  the  ostensibh 
purpose  of  encouraging  that  article  in  Carolioa,al 
though  it  is  well  known,  to  those  who  have  occasioi 
to  use  it,  that  its  quality  is  so  inferior  that  foreigi 
indigo  is  universally  preferred.  Copperas,  too 
already  paying  a  duty  of  one  dollar  per  pouod,  ii 
to  be  increased,  although  16,000  pounds  are  anDU 
ally  wanted  for  our  manufactures. 

As  reprds  the  article  of  iron,  Mr.  B.  suppose! 
there  might  be  about  thirty  or  forty  iron  master 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  perhaps  as  many  more  ii 
the  other  States.  They  cannot,  even  if  admitte 
into  the  class  of  manufacturers,  compare,  numeri 
cally,  as  more  than  one  to  five  hundred,  with  man 
ufacturers,  properly  so  called,  if  the  smitheries  b 
included.  Iron,  from  the  hand  of  the  iron  maste 
can  be  considered  as  nothing  else  than  a  raw  mi 
terial,  and  its  price  is  now  very  nearly  what 
was  thirtv  years  ago.  At  that  period,  those  wh 
worked  the  ore  became  exceedingly  rich ;  and  tl 
chief  reason  why  their  successors  have  not  be< 
equally  fortunate,  is,  because  their  skill  has  ni 
kept  pace  with  the  astonishing  improvements  [na< 
in  Europe,  in  the  smelting  of  the  ore,  and  oth 
processes  connected  with  its  conversion  into  bi 
hoop,  and  sheet  iron,  nail  rods,  dbc. 

In  England,  thirty  years  ago,  there  were  mai 
only  about  20,000  tons  of  iron^  and  now  that  ecu 
try  produces  300,000  tons :  and  it  produces  it 
considerable  less  than  half  the  cost  of  iron 
America ;  the  Liverpool  price  of  bar  iron  beii 
about  $36  per  ton.  The  reason  is,  that  the  fi 
naces  are  kept  in  blast  the  whole  year,  instead 
eight  or  nine  months,  as  with  us.  There  is  a  c^ 
eentration  too,  of  all  the  works  necessary  for  haj 
mering,  slitting,  rolling,  casting,  dbc.,  which,  w| 
us,  are  scattered  over  the  country.  There,  % 
coal,  at  ten  or  eleven  cents  per  bushel,  is  prepai 
for  fuel.  These  facilities  enable  the  manufaciu 
to  send  many  articles  of  iron  fabric  to  the  Am 
ican  market,  under  a  duty  of  twenty-four  doll 
per  ton,  with  freight,  dec,  as  cheap  as  our  ii 
masters  can  afibrd  to  sell  their  bar  iron  here. 

With  regard  to  hemp,  Mr.  B.  stated   that 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  had  tried  the  efil 
of  a  bounty,  in  order  to  supersede  the  importat 
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of  that  article ;  but  it  was  soon  relinquished,  as  a  I 
hopeless  experiment.  The  error  lic5,  perhaps,  in 
the  mode  of  rotting.  Be  it  what  it  may,  the  pro- 
posed duty,  which  increases  the  830  dollars  per 
ton  now  paid  to  $44,  will  cause  our  ship  owners 
to  seek  for  cordage  abroad ;  and  as  a  proportional 
increase  is  to  take  place  on  canvass,  our  sailma- 
kers,  ropemakers,  riggers,  and  other  mechanics 
DOW  employed  about  ship  building,  will  be  left 
unemployed,  whilst  those  of  Russia,  and  even 
England,  will  exclusively  possess  the  advantage 
of  equipping  our  merchantmen. 

The  effeets  of  this  monstrous  bill,  which  touches 
opon  nearly  sixty  millions  of  our  imports,  and 
seren  millions  and  a  half  of  our  revenue,  must  be 
fatal  to  onr  navigation.  All  discriminating  duties 
being  abrogated,  except  with  re^rd  to  Spain  and 
Porto^l,  we  find  the  tonnage,  in  our  intercourse 
with  European  nations,  to  have  increased,  in  the 
kst  three  years,  as  follows : 


590,000  pounds  of  coarse,  made  into 
cassinets,  linseys,  and  negro  cloths, 
737,500  yards,  at  45  cents     -       -         331,875 


$2,131,875 
Deduct  cost  of  wool  abroad    -        387,000 


81,744,875 


In  1821         -        -       -         79,204  tons. 

1822  -        -        -        100,541    " 

1823  .        -        -      .  119,000    " 

And  in  our  intercourse  with  the  single  port  of 
Liverpool,  to  have  increased  from  20,676  tons,  in 
1822,  to  42,869  tons,  in  1823.  By  which  it  ap- 
pears that  the  British  tonnage  in  our  trade,  with 
that  port  alone,  has  more  than  doubled  in  onejrear. 
What,  then,  1  ask,  is  to  become  of  the  American 
tonnage,  when,  by  this  bill,  you  lay  an  additional 
duly  upon  iron,  hemp,  and  sailcloth,  which  will 
augment  the  duties  paid  upon  articles  used  to  build 
a  ship  of  300  tons  to  eleven  hundred  dollars,  in- 
stead of  about  six  hundred  now  paid  ?  Especially 
when  unprotected,  as  our  tonnage  is,  by  the  repeal 
of  diseriminatiog  navigation  laws,  you  deprive  it, 
by  prohibitory  duties,  of  the  freight  of  32,000  tons 
of  iron.  5,000  tons  of  hemp,  and  nearly  2,000,000 
of  pounds  weight  of  raw  wool. 

These  bulky  articles  will  occupy  60,000  tons  of 
shipping,  which  are  equivalent  to  200  ships  of  300 
tons  each.  Are  we  prepared  to  risk  the  non-em- 
ployment of  60  many  vessels— to  embarrass,  if  not 
to  ruin  their  owners ;  and  this,  too,  at  the  moment 
that  the  foreign  tonnage,  equipjNed  at  less  cost 
abroad,  is  so  faat  gaining  possession  of  our  export 
trade? 

On  the  sabjeet  of  foreign  woo)  I  will  detain  the 
Committee  bat  a  few  moments.  Imported  wool 
comes  from  La  Plata,  Smvrna,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
and  Germany.  A  great  oeal  of  it  is  of  a  coarser 
kind  than  any  raised  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
remainder,  indeed  the  whole,  gives  to  the  industry 
of  the  country  the  most  advantageous  employ- 
ment. One  of  our  most  intelligent  manufaeturers 
has  divided  the  wool  imported  in  1822  as  fol- 
lows: 

Wool  imported  that  year       -        -  1,733,426  lbs. 

Cost  in  foreign  ^untries,  8387)312 ;  paid  duty 
$58,100;  average  cost  22  cents  per  pound. 

700.000  pounds  superfine,  6  and  7  1-4  wide,  made 
350,000  yards,  at  8^     -       -        -    81)^0,000 

140.000  pounds  common  wool  made 
200,000  yards,  at  82      -        -        -        400,000 


Leaving  a  fprofit  to  the  laborer  of  America  of 
more  than  one  dollar  per  pound.  We  have  not 
the  means  of  raising  immediately  6  or  8,000,000 
sheep  to  furnish  this  wool.  The  manufacturers 
must  stop  whilst  the  sheep  are  growing,  and  when 
the  wool  is  ready  for  market  there  will  be  no 
buyers. 

I  beff  leave  to  add  one  word  upon  the  effects  of 
this  bin  on  the  revenue.  The  duty  upon  foreign 
spirits  is  increased  by  it  15  per  cent.  This  article 
now  pays  from  42  to  70  cents  per  gallon,  accord- 
ing to  the  proof;  and  this  is  2  or  300  per  cent, 
upon  its  cost  abroad.  Under  the  existing  law, 
spirits  alone  produce  to  our  revenue  more  than 
two  millions  of  dollars ;  but  a  system  of  smuggling 
has  been  organized  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and 
other  places,  which  is  so  successfully  carried  on, 
particularly  at  Eastport  and  Lubec,  near  the  Brit- 
ish province  of  New  Brunswick,  that  spirits  are 
purchased  in  that  section  of  the  country  for  less 
than  the  average  duty ;  fifty  cents  being  the  high- 
est price  asiked  by  the  dealers.  If  so  bulky  an  ar- 
ticle as  rum  in  hogsheads  can  be  landed  without 
detection,  a  bale  of  fine  muslins,  silks,  and  other 
light  ffoods  will  soon  follow.  No  measure  is  bet- 
ter calculated  to  injure  the  revenue  than  high  du- 
ties. I  am  friendly  to  manufactures,  but  i  wish 
our  commerce  to  bring  to  them  the  raw  material 
cheap,  in  order  that  they  and  the  shipping  interest 
may  thrive  together. 

Mr.  B.  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
proposing;  an  additional  tax  on  the  descriptions  of 
iron  in  the  item  under  consideration,  of  twentv- 
five  cents  a  year,  for  three  years  to  come.  He 
supported  his  amendment  bv  a  speech,  in  which 
he  took  a  general  view  of  the  state  of  the  iron 
factories,  the  fatal  operation  of  the  tarifi*of  1816, 
upon  them,  and  the  advantages  arising  from  an 
efiectual  nroiection,  towards  which  his  amend- 
ment looKed.    . 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Stbwart  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hamilton  then  moved  that  the  Commit- 
tee rise ;  which  motion  was  lost — ayes  66,  noes  73. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  Mr.  Fullbr'b 
motion  to  strike'  out  the  duty,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — ayes  54,  noes  85. 

When  the  Committee  rose,  and,  having  ob« 
tained  leave  to  sit  again,  the  House  adjourned. 

TBUBsnAY.  March  4. 
Mr.  Cobb,  by  leave  or  the  House,  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Wilkes  county,  in  the 
State  of  Geor^iai  remonstrating  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  now  pending  in  this.  House  to 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports. 
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Mr.  Cobb  also,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented 
a  similar  remonstrance  from  the  citizens  of  the 
city  of  Augasta,  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  remonstrances  be  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoase  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  to  which  the  said  bill  is 
committed. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  Hall,  an  invalid  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  army ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  what  number  of  public  lots  m 
the  City  of  Washington  have  been  sold  by  the 
agents  of  the  United  States ;  when  sold,  by  whom, 
to  whom,  and  for  what  price ;  what  part  of  the 
purchase  money  has  been  paid,  the  amount  due. 
and  when  payable;  whether  the  debts  are  well 
secured,  and  whether  all  the  money  received  has 
been  applied  to  objects  authorized  by  any  existing 
law ;  now  much  thereof  has  been  paid  into  the 
Treasury ;  and  what  disposition  has  been  made  of 
the  money  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Superin- 
tendent of  the  City,  for  disbursement ;  and  that 
said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers.  Mr.  Cocke,  Mr.  Floto,  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, Mr.  Vinton,  Mr.  Marvin,  Mr.  Baylies,  and 
Mr.  Brent,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Two  Messages  received  from  the  President  of 
THE  United  States  were  read,  as  follows: 

To  the  House  of  RepreeerUativee  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  rMolntion  of  the  House  of 
ReproMntatives,  of  the  1st  March,  1833,  requestiog 
information  of  the  number  and  position  of  the  perma- 
nent fortifications,  wbieh  have  been,  and  are  now, 
erecting  for  the  defence  of  the  coast,  harbors^  and 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,  with  the  daseification 
and  magnitude  of  each,  with  the  amount  expended 
on  each ;  showing  the  work  done  and  to  be  done ; 
the  number  of  guns,  of  every  caliber,  for  each  fortifi- 
cation; the  totid  cost  of  a  complete  armament  for 
each  ;  the  force  required  to  garrison  each  in  tiiye  of 
peace  and  war ;  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  containing  the  information  required  by 
the  resolution. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wabbiitotok,  Mareh  4,  1834. 

The  Message  and  te^fott  were  laid  on  the  table. 
To  the  Houee  of  Repreeetdativee  of  the  United  States : 

I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
which  communicatee  all  the  information  in  poeseeeion 
of  the  Department,  called  for  by  a  reeointion  of  the 
House  requesting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office  in  the  Eastern.  District  of  Louis- 
iana, bearing  date  the  6th  of  January,  1821 ;  together 
with  all  the  information  from  the  said  Register  to  the 
Treasury  Department. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mamch  4,  1824. 

The  Message  and  report  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

VACCINATION. 

Mr.  Ga/.lay,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  9th  ultimo,  on  a  memorial  of  Dr.  James  Smith,  I 


made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  encourage 
▼accination  ;  which,  by  leave  of  the  House,  was 
reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mitte^  of  the  Whole.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  memorial  of  Dr.  James  Smith  states  that  the 
smallpox  is  now  spreading,  to  a  very  alarming  extent, 
to  most  of  the  great  cities,  and  to  many  other  parts  of 
the  United  States ;  and  that  beside  the  calamities  im* 
mediately  attendant  on  the  disease,  it  necessarily  sus- 
pends and  interrupts  commerce  and  intercourse  be- 
tween different  pertions  of  the  Union.  To  arrest  the 
progress  of  this  scourge,  and  to  prevent  its  future  ap- 
pearance, the  memorial  -recommends  the  appointment 
of  a  general  agent  for  the  United  States,  and  local 
agents  in  the  several  Congreesional  districts,  to  whom 
the  general  agent  shall  at  all  times  furnish  the  real 
vaccine  matter,  free  of  postage*  The  memorial  also 
contains  much  detail  on  the  nature  and  distinguisha- 
ble character  of  the  vaccine  from  the  smallpox  or  vari- 
olous disease.  It  also  asserts  that  medical  skill  is  not 
required  for  the  effectual  and  safe  application  of  the 
vaccine  matter ;  that  this  process  may  be  performed 
by  any  person.  But  that,  to  insure  confidence  and 
success  in  the  vaccine  system,  great  care,  attention^ 
and  experience,  are  necessary  in  obtaining  and  pre- 
serving the  true  vaccine  matter,  or  crusts,  and  that  if 
it  be  not  pure,  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  it  as  a 
guard  against  the  smallpox.  To  this  point  much  eri. 
dence,  drawn  from  practice  and  long  observation,  is 
set  forth :  also  mucn  evidence  tending  to  show  its 
ample  protective  character  when  pure. 

In  a  paper  accompanying  the  memorial  Dr.  Smith 
has  furnished  statements,  with  extracts  of  letters,  and 
a  certificate  of  a  Mr.  PhilKps,  tending  to  show  that  the 


unfortunate  occurrence  at  Tarborough  was  the  rasolt 
of  some  wanton  interference  with  his  letter  and  direc- 
tions, after  they  were  by  him  enctoeed,  and  before  ihey 
reached  Dr.  Ward.  That  Dr.  Ward  is  inclined  to  the 
belief  of  this  foct,  and  made  the  first  suggestion  of  it 
in  April,  1822. 

The  committee  do  not  pvetend  to  aooount  for  the 
unfortunate  occurrence  at  Tarborough,  nor  do  they 
see  as  much  reason  for  imputing  its  wilful  cummiesioii 
to  those  who  were  publicly  engaged,  and  of  course 
the  first  to  be  made  responsible,  as  to  some  secret  hand 
not  responsible.    They  beg  Jeave  to  suggest  the  pro- 
priety  and  public  necessity  for  paying  some  respect 
and  attention  to  the  general  sentiment,  which  prevsdls 
throughout  the  civilized  world,  in  favor  of  the  preven- 
tive power  of  the  vaccine  disease  against  the  ooi all- 
pox  ;  and  that  to  obtain  security  from  the  latter,  which 
so  materially  affects  both  life  and  our  maritime  rele- 
Uons,  cannot  be  less  than  a  national  ol^eot.   They  suak 
leave  to  report  a  bill,  and  with  that  view  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  select  committee  raised  on  the 
subject  of  vaccination  have  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  amending  the  several 
acts  Iftying  duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Ton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Man* 
ufactures,  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  by  altering  the  minimum  cost  of  iroported 
woollen  cloths  on  which  a  daty  of  thirty  per  cen* 
turn  ad  valorem  is  proposed  to  be  imposed,  frotxi 
eighty  cents  to  forty  cents,  and  striking  out  \\it 
subsequent  clause,  which  fixes  the  minimum  Foi 
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SaoDels,  baizes,  and  other  unmilled  woollen  cloths 
(except  carpets  and  blankets)  at  forty  cents. 

Mr.  Martin  DALE,  of  New  York,  opposed  this 
ameodment.  He  said  that  the  friends  of  the  bill 
were  taken  by  surprise  by  such  a  motion.  The 
amendment  went  to  alter  the  whole  character  of 
tbe  bill  by  striking  out  one  of  its  most  important 
aod  most  valuable  parts.  The  labor  of  the  coun- 
try, formerly  occapied  in  commerce  and  agricul- 
tare,  has,  by  the  reduction  of  those  great  national 
interests,  been  thrown  out  of  employ,  and  wants 
occQpation.  No  manufacture  aids  the  farmer 
more  than  those  the  staple  of  which  consists  of 
wool,  a  product  easily  raised,  easily  extended,  and 
for  the  manufacture  of  which  we  hare  mechanics 
in  abaodance.  He  hoped  the  Chairman,  and  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  would  act  on  the  conviction  of 
their  own  judgment,  and  not  by  yielding  to  that 
of  others,  for  the  sake  of  conciliation,  jeopardize 
or  sacrifice  the  most  Taluable  parts  ot  the  system 
of  protection.  The  proposed  duty  would  not  op- 
erate to  raise,  but  to  diminish  the  price,  as  a  simi- 
.ar  duty  had  operated  on  coarse  cottons.  This 
▼as  a  sort  of  fabric  with  which  American  manu- 
facturers could  easily  fill  the  market. 

Mi.  Imoham,  of  Pennsylvania,  considered  the 
item,  now  proposed  to  be  altered,  as  a  very  im- 
portant part  of  the  biU.  Its  effect  would  oe  to 
raise  the  price  to  the  consumer  without  benefiting 
the  manufacturer.  He  suggested  a  modification 
of  Mr.  Tod's  motion,  by  which  the  minimum 
would  be  left  open  for  discussion. 

Mr.  Ton  thought  there  was  no  way  in  which 
to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  members  on  this  part 
of  the  bill  but  by  takine  a  vote.  He  certainly  had 
no  wish  to  see  this  clause  stricken  out ;  but  he 
:)ad  made  the  motion  in  consequence  of  an  assur- 
ance given  him  by  several  leading  members,  now 
iQ  opposition  to  tne  bill,  that,  if  this  feature  were 
removed,  they  would  support  tbe  residue,  and  he 
wished  the  friends  of  the  plan  to  remember  that  a 
hill  whieh  atuined  only  a  part  of  tbe  object  de^ 
>ired,  and  which  passed  the  House,  was  better 
than  a  biQ  of  the  most  finished  and  perfect  form 
'Jiat  did  not  pass. 

Mr.  Tract,  of  New  Tork,  expressed  his  regret 
rtet  this  amendment  should  have  proceeded  from 
the  honorable  Chairman  against  his  own  better 
jodgment.  It  certainly  aimed  a  blow  at  the  most 
important  item  in  the  whole  bill.  He  believed 
the  coon  try  is  fully  able  to  raise  all  the  wool  it 
oeedf.  He  hoped  the  motion*  would  be  with- 
drawn. If  it  was  intended  as  a  compromise  with 
zh£  opponents  of  the  bill,  the  honorable  Chairman 
might  find  that,  while  he  won  over  a  few  of  them 
to  his  side,  he  at  the  same  time  lost  many  of  those 
who  were  now  its  supporters. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  hoped  the 
amendmeal  would  not  be  withdrawn.  He  did 
z<A  believe  this  country  posse8.sed  (at  least  not  at 
Resent)  tbe  capacity  to  mise  its  own  wool;  and, 
S  we  cannot  get  it  at  home,  we  must  get  it  from 
'iibroad.  He  thought  tbe  duty  left  by  the  amend- 
ment  wroald  be  sumcient  to  keep  out  of  the  country 
tuose  fabriss  which  the  gentlemen  had  described 
as  made  of  woollen  rags  ground  up,  and  which 


would  scarce  endure  a  puff  of  wind  without  fall- 
ing to  pieces.  The  minimum  at  forty  cents  would, 
in  his  opinion,  be  su  flic  lent  for  the  present.  We 
must  attain  a  maximum  by  degrees. 

Mr.  McKiM  went  into  a  calculation  in  figures,  and 
insisted  that  the  bill  would  diminish  the  importa- 
tion of  woollen  goods  one-half;  that  the  revenue 
would  lose  at  least  eight  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars; the  minimum  at  forty  cents  was  equal  to 
seventy-three  per  cent;  what  more  was  wanted 
for  a  protection  ? 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  supported  the 
amendment,  as  a  measure  proper  in  itself,  and 
calculated  to  promote  a  spirit  oi  mutual  concilia- 
tion. The  present  duty  on  woollen  eoods  is 
twenty-five  per  cenL  ad  valorem — the  bill  would 
raise  it  to  thirty-three  and  a  third.  The  minimum 
proposed  by  the  amendment  is  forty  cents  per 
square  yard;  a  yard  of  coarse  baize  costs  eight 
pence  sterling;  tne  ad  valorem  duty,  as  amended^ 
is  equal  to  eighty  per  cent.;  without  the  amend- 
ment, it  will  amount  to  one  hundred  and  thirty 
per  cent.  He  thought  we  were  not  yet  ready  for 
a  prohibitory  duty  on  coarse  woollens ;  to  which 
article  the  arguments  from  coarse  cottons  did  not 
apply,  because  cotton  was  abundant — wool  was 
not.  The  amount  imported  last  year  was  one 
million  six  hundred  thousand  pounds-^worth  three 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars.  By  going 
too  rapidly,  in  pressing  the  system,  we  shaii  injure 
both  the  consumer  and  the  manufacturer.  Ii  the 
raw  material  was  abundant,  he  should  oppose  anf 
reduction  of  the  mimimum;  but  at  present  he 
should  advocate  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Tod  observed  that  tbe  Committee  of  Man- 
ufactures had  used  the  greatest  diligence  in  col- 
lecting information,  not  only  from  the  members 
of  this  House,  but  from  persons  in  various  classes 
of  the  community,  whose  interests  were  involved 
in  the  several  parts  of  tbe  bill.  Some  doubt  ex- 
isted as  to  the  point  at  which  the  minimum  on 
coarse  woollens  ought  to  be  fixed.  And  the  Com- 
mittee were  unwilling,  by  going  too  far,  to  risk 
the  popularity  of  the  bill,  and  thereby  jeopardize 
its  success.  But,  as  several  of  its  friends  nad  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  have  time  for  further  delibera- 
tion, he  would  consent  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  T.  then. moved  to  amend  the  third  section 
of  the  bill  by  making  the  annual  increase  of  duty 
on  unmanufactured  wool  more  gradual,  and  by 
adding  a  proviso  "  That  all  wool,  the  actual  value 
of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not 
exceed  ten  cents  per  pound  shall  be  charged  with 
a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent  ad  valorem,  and  no 
more." 

Mr.  T.  stated  that  the  committee  had  learned 
that  objections  existed  to  this  part  of  the  bill,  both 
among  the  manufacturers  and  the  raisers  of  sheep. 
It  appeared  that  a  coarser  wool  was  wanted  than 
any  raised  in  this  country,  for  a  particular  kind  of 
coarse  goods,  (negro  cloths,  dc.c.,)  and  that  that 
species  of  wool  may  be  procured  sometimes  for 
eight  and  sometimes  as  low  as  six  cents  a  pound, 
while  the  lowest  priced  American  costs  twenty- 
five  cents. 
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Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  a  memorial  from  Germantown  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  it  was  read. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  made  some  remarks 
which  the  reporter  was  not  fortunate  enough  to 
hear  distinctly. 

Mr.  Ingham  advocated  the  amendment.  He 
hoped  this  coarse  wool  would  not  be  excluded 
from  importation ;  it  employed  a  large  number  of 
additional  spindles,  without  in  the  least  interfer- 
ing with  our  native  products ;  a  million  of  pounds 
were  imported  the  last  year,  chiefly  from  Sooth 
America,  with  which  country  it  was  our  interest 
to  cherisn  a  commercial  connexion,  as  she  fur- 
nishes a  market  for  many  of  our  manufactures, 
and,  if  she  can  return  her  native  productions  for 
them,  will  continue  and  increase  her  demand.  He 
thought  this  sort  of  wool  had  better  be  freed  from 
duty  altogether — at  all  events,  it  was  better  that 
we  should  import  it  in  a  raw  state  than  in  a  man- 
ufactured form. 

Mr.  Forward  stated  that  large  quantities  of 
wool  were  raised  in  his  district ;  and  he  had,  at 
first,  been  under  the  impression  that  his  constitu- 
ents would  be  benefited  by  the  item  of  the  bill, 
without  anv  alteration  or  proviso;  but  he  had 
reason  to  cnange  that  opinion,  and  he  advocated 
the  amendment.  The  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures had,  since  the  bill  was  under  discussion,  ob- 
tained a  mass  of  information  from  all  parts  of  the 
country^  sent  up  by  those  about  to  be  afiected  by 
the  various  parts  of  it,  which  had,  on  several 
points,  materially  changed  the  opinions  of  the 
Committee,  and  would  lead  to  motions  for  corres- 
ponding changes  in  the  bill.  The  fine  wool  im- 
ported from  some  parts  of  Germany  competes  with 
our  own ;  but  this  coarse  wool  broup;ht  from 
Smyrna  and  South  America  cannot ;  it  is  of  a 
quite  different  quality,  and  may  be  bought  at 
about  nine  cents  a  pound.  He  was  in  favor  of 
eventuallv  excluding  foreign  wool ;  but  it  must 
be  done  by  degrees.  A  large  and  sudden  duty 
will  break  down  the  manufacturer. 

Mr.  LiVERMORE  then  rose.  He  said  there  was  a 
character  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  Union  known 
by  the  name  of  the  New  England  farmer,  whose 
voice  he  wished  might  be'  heard  on  the  present 
question.  When  the  bill  appeared,  be  had  looked 
over  it  with  anxiety  to  see  what  had  been  done 
for  that  character,  and  he  found  only  two  items 
in  it  to  compensate  him  for  all  the  rest ;  these 
were  the  duty  on  wool  and  the  duty  on  tallow. 
As  to  wool,  he  was  sorry  to  hear  that  wool  mean 
enough  could  not  be  raised  in  this  country.  For 
himself,  he  should  conclude  that  the  better  the 
wool  the  better  would  be  the  article  made  out  of 
it.  Gentlemen,  who  understand  manufacturer, 
tell  us  that  the  amendment  will  benefit  the  farm- 
er, because  he  cannot  make  wool  mean  enough : 
but  if  you  will  only  protect  the  growth  of  wool 
by  duties,  any  quantity  of  it  can  be  raised.  It  is 
a  product  easily  extended.  The  amount  misht 
be  doubled  in  two  years,  and  where  you  raise  nne 
wool  you  raise  coarse  on  the  same  sheep.  Ex- 
clude the  coarse  bad  wool  from  abroad,  and  you 
will  soon  have  a  better  article.    It  is  said  the 


coarse  must  be  imported  because  we  can't  raise 
it ;  but  what  was  said  when  the  duty  on  iron  was 
under  discussion?  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania told  us  they  can't  make  it  because  it  sells 
for  only  eighty  dollars  a  ton,  and  he  waDU>  to 
raise  the  price  to  $140 ;  but  the  same  argument 
will  apply  to  wool.  There  are  memorials  against 
the  duty,  from  men  who  raise  a  great  many  sheep, 
but  they  are  men  who  own,  at  the  same  time, 
large  manufacturing  establishments,  and  take  on 
themselves  the  name  of  farmers,  just  as  another 
class  of  manufacturers  take  upon  them  the  name 
of  merchants.  The  cities  to  the  Eastward  are 
full  of  them.  They  are  capitalists;  that  is  their 
proper  name.  They  put  their  money  into  what- 
ever will  bring  them  the  best  returns.  But  these 
were  not  to  be  heard  on  the  interests  of  the  farm- 
er. To  him  this  tarifi"  is  a  bitter  pill.  Do  give 
him  a  little  gold  on  the  outside,  just  to  cover  it, 
and  take  off  some  of  the  bitter  taste.  The  people 
in  his  district  could  make  carpets  at  their  fireside, 
and  nobody  complained  that  they  could  not  get 
wool  mean  enough.  If  labor  is  to  be  protected, 
let  it  be  protected.  Don't  give  it  a  less  market 
than  it  has  already.  Cities,  we  all  know,  stand 
only  by  commerce.  The  ground  on  which  ther 
stand  is  often  good  for  little.  The  great  city  of 
New  York,  when  the  Dutchmen  first  saw  it,  was 
a  fine  place  to  make  canals  on,  and  that  was  all 
But  New  York  consumes  200,000  barrels  of  flour, 
and  800,000  are  exported.  The  cities  furnish  a 
market  for  the  farmer.  Can  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  conjure  Philadelphia  into  a  Man 
Chester  and  New  York  into  a  Birmingham?  Lei 
him  do  it.  Yet  it  was  not  manufactures  alon< 
which  supported  the  farmer.  Fifty  or  sixty  thou 
sand  families  were  occupied  in  the  fisheries — and 
reckoning  five  for  a  family,  these  amount  to  \ 
quarter  of  a  million.  They  all  eat  as  much  as  i 
man  who  attends  a  cotton  jenny,  and  the  jennj 
eats  none.  The  New  England  farmers  and  th 
Pennsylvania  farmers  say  **  let  us  alone,"  excej 
so  far  as  your  bill  Is  intended  f<>r  revenue.  Thii 
Mr.  L.  insisted,  is  the  legitimate  subject  for  col 
sideration.  Gentlemen  had  often  been  asked  hoi 
the  deficit  in  the  revenue  was  to  be  supplied  ?  i 
must  be  either  by  a  land  tax  or  an  excise.  Wi 
gentlemen  say  they  mean  to  lay  a  direct  tax 
They  will  say  no  such  thing;  they  tell  us  it  xt\ 
be  time  enough  to  apply  a  remedy  when  the  dt 
ease  has  grown  desperate.  I  don't  like  this.  Oi 
object  of  the  Federal  Union  was  to  pay  the  deb 
of  the  United  States;  the  debts  were  enormoU 
and  this  new  government  was  to  pay  them.  Noi 
we  are  told,  the  national  debt  is  a  bagatelle.  WI 
is  it  not  paid,  then  ?  It  is  not  ditninished  an 
I  would  give  more  for  a  motto  uttered  some  tin 
ago,  bv  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  fMr.  Rai 
DOLPH,}  than  for  all  such  arguments.  "  Pay  yo 
debts,"  said  he,  and  his  words  fell  on  my  mil 
with  great  force.  Let  us  pay  firsts  and  then  tai 
per  with  the  revenue;  a  source  of  supply  tfa 
calls  for  almost  no  expenses  in  its  collection,  ai 
always  gives  us  more  than  we  expect.  When  t 
gentleman  made  his  motion  to  strike  off  this  lit 
gilding  from  the  pill  he  has  prepared  for  us 
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eoold  DOt  think  him  serious ;  yet  he  appears  coq- 
siderablf  so — I  hope  he  may  yet  recant.  His  ar- 
gument seems  to  be  thi» — we  can't  get,  at  home, 
coarse  wool  at  the  present  price ;  therefore,  let  us 
get  it  from  abroad,  and  not  raise  the  price  when 
wool  is  now  ifboat  a  shilling  a  pound.  Sir,  it 
oQght  not  to  be  disgaised,  that,  now-a-dayB,  man- 
ufacturers are  every  body,  and  everv  body  else  are 
Dobody.  This  is  the  case,  especially  in  the  State 
I  come  from.  But  is  the  course  they  propose 
practicable?  They  can't  do  it|  the  poor  can't 
protect  themselves  against  the  rich,  against  the 
wealthy  few ;  these  will  supply  what  the  others 
try  to  protect. 

The  cotton  manufactures  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio,  are  to  be  protected,  it  seems,  by  an  exclusive 
duty.  Well— exclude  them — and  what  follows  7 
Yihjj  the  wealth  of  the  Eastern  capitalists  will 
the  article,  and  undersell  you,  do  what  you 


wiJJ. '  You  will  compete  with  Boston,  instead  of 
Eflgland — that  will  be  all  the  gain  to  you.  Gen- 
tlemen seem  to  speak  at  random.  Do  they  not 
know  that  between  three  and  four  millions  of  dol- 
lars ha?e  been  invested  in  manufactures  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire — and  vet,  not  one  of 
these  manufac tares  has  urged  a  duty  on  woollen 
or  cotton.  They  know  their  interests  too  well. 
All  that  you  do  w^ill  only  run  down  the  small  es- 
tablishments for  their  advantage.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  cover  the  pill  with  a  tittle 
sweet — and  not,  after  beguiling  the  farmer  bv  one 
or  two  lores,  get  him  to  support  the  bill  till  it  is 
too  late  to  oppose  it  and  then  turn  round  and  leave 
him. 

Mr.  Wbioht  did  not  doubt  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  had  made  a  very  excellent  speech, 
bnt  where  he  sat  it  was  almost  impossible  to  hear 
one  word  of  it.  He  took  the  question  now  to  be, 
Whether  we  shall  raise  wool  ourselves,  or  let  for- 
eigners raise  it  for  us  1  Whether  we  are  ia  a  sit- 
uatioQ  to  supply  the  manufactories  with  this  article, 
and;  if  so,  whether  we  shall  draw  the  supply  of  it 
from  abroad  ?  Look,  said  Mr.  W.,  at  the  policy 
pursued  by  England.  -She  lays  an  impost  duty  of 
eleven  cents  a  pound  on  foreign  wool,  (there  might 
be  sotne  lednetion  on  woollen  rags  intended  to 
make  cloths  to  be  sent  to  the  United  States,)  but 
she  does  not  stop  here ;  she  prohibits  the  exporta- 
tion of  wool,  or  of  sheep,  under  a  heavy  penalty; 
She  considers  the  woollen  manufacture  her  staple 
interest ;  and  they  give  to  their  agriculturists  the 
exeloare  supply  of  their  manufacturers.  So  grea  t 
i»  the  anxiety  m  England  to  support  this  manu- 
faetore  that,  bv  a  law,  the  dead  are  obliged  to  be 
buried  in  woollen,  and  the  first  law  officer  of  the 
Crown  sits  on  a  woolsack  when  presiding  in  the 
House  of  Lords. 

In  France  the  same  policy  is  pursued.  Even 
during  the  Revolution,  while  homes  and  sanctu- 
aries were  pillaged,  and  all  rights  of  propertyr  wan- 
tonly disregarded,  one  thing  was  guarded — ^it  was 
the  nataonal  flock  of  merino  sheep  at  Rambouillet ; 
this  reniained  unharmed  through  aU  the  stormy 
raccession  of  Governments  that  prevailed  in  that 
country.  Boch  were  the  views  of  European  states- 
laen  on  this  matter.  But  can  we  raise  wool  enough 


in  this  country  for  the  supply  of  our  factories  t 
Look  at  .our  experience  during  the  last  war — we 
did  then  raise  enough  to  meet  the  whole  demand — 
our  flocks  were  multiplied  to  a  vast  extent ;  but 
peace  came — the  Grovernment  refused  protection 
to  the  wool  growers — foreign  wool  was  poured 
into  the  country — the  flocks  were  dissipated — they 
disappeared  ;  part  were  exported  to  other  and 
wiser  countries,  part  were  sent  to  the  shambles. 
And  now  we  are  told  we  can't  raise  enough.  Sir, 
from  information  communicated  by  intelligent 
men,  in  whom  great  confidence  ought  to  be  placed, 
large  quantities  of  American  wool  are  now  wait- 
ing a  iiMirket  in  the  neighborhood  of  Philadelphia, 
and  New  York,  and  some  in  Boston,  in  whole, 
probably,  equal  to  two  entire  shearings  of  the 
wool  grown  in  those  sections  of  the  country,  if 
not  greater.  Why?  Because  the  manufacturers 
on  the  seaboard  are  merchants  also.  Where  they 
have  five  dollars  in  manufactures,  they  have  twenty- 
five  in  commerce ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  that  com- 
merce, they  bring  in  the  material  from  abroad. 
But  is  this  a  policy  for  us  to  pursue  7  to  put  down 
all  the  interior  for  a  strip  of  country  sixty  miles 
from  the  Atlantic,  (the  "  United  States  proper," 
of  an  honorable  gentleman,)  if  that  is  the  real 
policy  intended  by  gentlemen,  let  it  be  avowed — 
let  gentlemen  only  say  so,  and  we  are  ready  to 
meet  them ;  only  say,  in  plain  words,  to  the  people, 
that  you  intend,  in  all  practicable  eases,  to  prefer 
the  raw  material  from  abroad,  to  that  raised  at 
home,  and  the  people  will  soon  speak  to  you  in  a 
language  that  you  will  not  be  able  to  misunder- 
stand. Laws  are  not  for  manufactures  alone. 
They  must  be  for  agriculturists  also. 

In  supportof  a  system  of  gradual  prohibition,  Mr. 
W.  then  proceeded  to  quote  details  from  the  annual 
statistical  tables,  from  which  it  appeared  that, 
in  1817,  while  we  imported  386,985  pounds,  we 
also  exported  39,400  pounds.  In  1822  we  imported 
1,733,420  pounds,  and  we  exported  none.  Thus 
had  the  foreign  Wool  suppla n ted  our  own .  Merino 
wool  has  for  some  time  been  selling  at  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty-two  cents  a  pound,  a  price  at  which 
our  wool  growers  could  not  supplv  the  article 
without  loss ;  but  American  fine  wool  can  be  sup- 
plied at  a  profit,  of  a  better  quality  than  the  im- 
ported, at  an  average  price  oiMty  cents  a  pound. 
The  coarse  wool  from  Smyrna  may  be  had  at  ten 
cents.  We  do  not  grow  this  kind  at  all,  and  it 
was  proper  it  should  be  exempted  from  duty.  In 
matters  of  mere  a^^riculture,  we  may  proceed  with 
rapidity— but  not  m  a  product  of  this  description. 
He  believed  that,  in  four  or  eight  years,  say  six 
years,  the  country  could  meet  the  demand,  and 
the  prohibition  might  be  total. 

Mr.  Mabtindalb  could  not  agree  with  gentle- 
men who  said  that  this  coarse  wool  did  not  come 
in  competition  with  our  own.  If  it  was  now  used 
where  our  own  would  be  used  ;  if  this  were  ex- 
cluded, then,  to  its  whole  extent,  it  does  come  in 
competition  with  ours. 

The  duty  now  proposed,  was  not  a  prohibition. 
The  article  would  still  be  imported,  though  in  less 
quantity.  It  would  operate  moderately,  and  that 
was  just  what  the  agriculturist  wanted.    It  was 
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to  him  we  ought  to  look,  throughout  the  whole  of 
this  bill ;  but  we  could  only  reach  him  through  the 
manufacturer.  Grentlemen  have  shown  great  anx- 
iety lest  the  duty  should  injure  the  poor.  Mr. 
M.  said  he  also  was  a  friend  and  an  adrocate  of 
the  poor ;  but  he  would  aid  them  by  giving  them 
employment ;  if  the  duty  should,  for  a  time,  in- 
crease the  price  of  coarse  woollen  goods,  it  would, 
in  the  same  proportion,  increase  the  employment 
of  the  poor,  who  were  to  buy  them.  But,  whose 
voice  is  it,  that  speaks  on  this  floor  for  the  poor  ? 
The  voice  of  the  capitalist,  who  owns  large  flocks 
and  large  factories.  He  fears  the  poor — the  poor 
farmer  and  the  poor  manufacturer  majr  come  in 
competition  witn  himself;  it  is  for  himself  he 
speaks.  Mr.  M»  considered  it  as  a  principle  of 
universal  truth  and  application,  that  where  the 
producing  power  exists,  protecting  duties  will 
cause  the  article  to  be  produced  cheaper  than  be- 
forob  Gentlemen  who  advocate  the  amendment, 
seem  now  to  forget  the  policy  of  England,  which 
is  to  break  down  our  manufactures  by  e^^  prac- 
ticable means.  Will  she  regard  this  small  duty  ? 
No ;  she  will  pour  in  her  manufactures  upon  us, 
so  Ions  as  she  can  sell  them  for  any  thing  more 
than  the  duty.  It  is  time  to  protect  our  farmeni, 
that  they  may  begin  a  system  of  home  supply.  It  is 
at  the  beginning,  emphatically,  that  this  protection 
is  needed.  Gentlemen  say  we  must  not  tax  coarse 
wool  because  we  cannot  now  supply  the  demand ; 
but  we  are  supplying  that  demand  with  a  substi- 
tute--we  mix  cotton  in  the  woollen  fabrics,  and 
this  is  a  benefit  to  all  our  Southera  country. 
Surely,  it  is  fair,  that  when  the  manufacturer  asks 
of  the  farmer  to  buy  his  cloth,  the  farmer  should 
ask  in  return  that  the  manufacturer  will  take  his 
wool. 

Mr.  Inoham  observed,  that  some  allusion  had 
been  made  to  personal  interests  of  gentlemen  on 
the  subject  under  debate.  With  deference,  he 
roust  deny  the  propriety  of  such  allusions.  All  of 
the  members  have  an  mterest,  direct  or  indirect, 
in  what  is  done  here,  whether  they  be  merchants, 
manufacturers,  or  agriculturists,  and  they  were  ju»- 
tified  in  presenting  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  the  several  interests  which  will  be  aflected 
by  its  acts.  He  made  this  remark  as  a  general 
one,  and  not  because  he  thought  the  remark  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  fairly  applied  to  him,  when 
he  said  that  there  was  a  combination  of  manufac- 
turers under  the  mask  of  wool  growers.  He  had 
little  or  no.  interest  in  the  article  of  wool,  as  he 
owned  bat  a  hundred  Merino  sheep,  which  be  kept 
more  for  amusement  than  profit.  He  thought  it 
the  interest  of  the  consumer  that  the  duty  should 
be  reduced.  Theonly  efiect  of  a  heavy  duty  on 
coarse  wool  would  be,  to  throw  all  who  are  now 
eog^cd  in  manufacturing  the  raw  material  into 
coarse  goods,  entirely  out  of  employment,  and  there 
were  not  less  than  ten  thousand  spindles  thus 
occupied?  Were  not  the  farmers  mterested  in 
feeding  this  body  of  men  ?  Where  manufactures 
flourish  the  farmers  flourish. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said,  he  rose  merely  to  reply 
to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Inoham,)  in  his  rejection  of  the  duty 


on  wool.    He  says,  thai  this  inferior  wool  w 
not  be  raised  in  the  country  ;  and,  therefore,  it 
not  wise  to  prohibit  the  importation.    Now,  if  tl 
is  a  eood  argument^  why  not  apply  it  to  hem| 
The  Navy  Commissioners  cannot  use  the  America 
hempw  because  it  is  bad;  and  then,*the  gentleou 
says,  lay  on  a  prohibitory  duty.    How  can  bo 
these  arguments  stand  ?    He  now  says,  if  a  du 
is  laid  on  coarse  wool,  a  different  article  mast 
substituted.    Just  so  his  bill  will  operate  in  t! 
article  of  linens — ^it  will  not  lower  the  price 
linens,  but  will  supply  their  place  by  cottons. 

Mr.  Inoham  replied. — The  gentleman  agrc 
with  me  about  the  measure  proposed :  is  it  n 
strange  that  he  should  take  this  occasion  to  fii 
out  some  other  point  in  which  we  disagree '?  1 
finds  that  some  argument  of  mine  is  at  war  wi 
another  argument  brought  forward  on  this  sic 

ibttt  which  is  not  mine.;    He  then  assumes  tfa 
used  it,  and  next  accuses  me  of  inconsistency, 
never  said  any  thing  about  the  hemp  duty.    Tl 
honorable  gentleman  seems  kindly  to  assume  opi 
ions  for  me. 

Mr.  Cobb  wished  that  the  question  on  the  ti 
parts  of  the  amendment  might  be  divided. 

The  Chairman  pronounced  this  not  in  order 

Mr.  Tracy  then  moved  to  amend  the  ameo 
ment,  by  subs^tituting  eight  for  ten  cents,  as  t 
price  at  the  place  whence  imported. 

Mr.  McKtM  opposed  this  alteration. — He  sai 
that  no  wool  could  be  purchased  so  low  as  eig 
cents — and  he  read  a  statement  of  the  prices 
which  the  article  had  been  imported.  He  thoug 
the  obiect  of  the  mover  could  only  be  to  defeat  I 
ameodment. 

Mr.  Tracy  said,  if  no  wool  could  be  purchat 
as  low  as  eight  cents,  he  should  then  doubt  thej 
pediency  of  the  amendment  first  proposed — in  tl 
case,  the  article  needed  no  exemption.  He  o 
certainly  been  told  by  manufacturers  that  tl 
sometimes  bought  it  at  six  cents. 

Mr.  McKiM  explained. 

Mr.  McLane  believed  that  the  question  was  i 
understood.  If  the  bill  passes,  the  duty  on  the  ri 
material  will  countervail  the  duty  on  fored 
goods — the  duty  will  come  on  the  consumer.  T 
article  of  coarse  wool  only  concerns  the  fabnc 
negro  cloths.  That  cloth  is  now  made  out 
wool  that  costs  from  ten  to  twenty  cents  a  poti 
A  high  dutyr  will  oblige  the  American  maoui 
turer  to  substitute  a  finer  cloth  for  the  coarse  arti 
and  then  the  foreigner  comes  in  and  suppla 
him.  It  is  never  |X)litic  to  tax  a  raw  mater 
unless  to  encourage  its  growth  at  home.  But  t 
kind  of  wool  is  not  produced  here — so  that,  un 
pretence  of  eneouragmg  manufactures,  vou  depi 
the  manufacturer  of  the  very  material  on  wh 
he  is  to  work.  The  American  farmer  raises  iv 
from  a  mixed  breed  of  sheep,  and  the  very  coan 
of  it  cosu  twenty  or  thirty  cents.  But  the  fore 
is  raised  by  the  wandering  shepherds  of  Bue 
Ayres  and  the  boors  of  Sweden.  The  woo 
essentially  inferior.  There  are  other  kinds  of  w 
raised  amongst  us,  which  ought  to  be  protecte 
the  Merino,  the  common,  and  that  of  the  mi 
breed.    He  would  put  one  fact  to  the  gentlei 
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from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tract.)  It  has  been  stated 
that  this  coarse  iKTooi  eosts  at  the  oatside  twenty 
cents.  There  is  no  wool  raised  here  at  less  than 
twenty-fire,  and  the  most  of  it  at  forty  cents. 
From  whence  are  yoa  to  get  two  millions  of  ponnds 
of  this  coarse  ^rool  ?  It  woald  require  six  hundred 
tbonsand  sheep,  and  would  take  eis[fat  or  nine 
years.  What  becomes  of  your  manufacturers  in 
Uie  meanwhile  ?  They  are  gone :  and,  when  the 
wool  comes,  there  is  nobody  who  wants  ft. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said  he  rose  to  make  a  single 
observation^  and   that  was,  to  comment  on  the 
singular  attitude  of  the  q;uestion  before  the  Com- 
mittee.   A  question  which  had  changed  the  rela- 
tions of  confederates,  and  now  placra  in  array  a 
eeriatn  class  of  a^icnlturists  with  their  old  friends, 
the  manufactarers.     In  the  progress  of  the  bill, 
there  had  been  certainly  all  sorts  of  arguments. 
Those  who  had  gone  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
in  pursuit  of  a  metal  more  precious  than  gold — 
those  who  had  fought  Taliantly  in  the  hempen- 
fields  of  the  West — and,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  did  not 
sow  see,  according  to  tne  principles  of  the  com- 
promise of  the  bill,  by  which  equivalents  in  differ- 
ent quarters  ^were  to  be  arranged  and  modified, 
why  the  Northern    and  Western  agriculturists 
were  not  also  entitled,  in  the  general  distribution 
of  the  booty]^  to  their  golden  iee<».    It  was  cer- 
tainly amastng  to  perceive  how  readily,  when 
convenient,  the  arguments  of  those  opposed  to  the 
whole  monopoly  of  the  bill,  could  be  adopted  by 
the  gentlemen   advocating  the  interests  of  the 
manufacturer.     Bven  the  gei^tleman  from  Dela- 
ware, (Mr.  McLiANE,)  to  whom,  said  Mr.  H.,  I 
always  listen  with  instruction  and  pleasure,  had 
arged  in  faror  of  lowering  the  duty  on  raw  wool, 
those  very  reasons   which  might  be  advanced 
against  the  whole  policy  of  the  tariff.    But  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  had  employed, 
for  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  wool,  the  very 
arguments  which  had  been  so  unavailingly  en- 
forced for  the  reduction  of  all  the  other  duties. 
And  now,  when  he  comes  out,  and  says  that  the 
veij  doty  reported  by  himself  should  be  reduced, 
and  proposes  an  amendment  to'  his  own  bill,  does 
be  not  urge  the  very  argument  which  he  has  pre- 
vioosly  resist«:d?     This  gentleman  has,  through- 
oat,  gone  upon  this  principle:  that  domestic  pro- 
duction will  be  commensurate  with  foreign  prohi- 
bitioa,  but,  as  the  manufacturers  want  wool  on 
the  cheapest  terms,  on  reflection^  this  principle 
win  Bot  apply  to  this  raw  material^  although  it 
does  to  iron  and  hemp.     Now,  said  Mr.  R.,  I 
wBh  to  know  why  it  will  not  apjdv  to  wool. 
When  the  foreign  supply  is  cut  off,  will  not  those 
infinite  creations  of  domestic   production  take 
piace,  which  the  gentlemen  have  predicted,  in  re- 
lation to  other  articles  1    Mr.  H.  said  he  believed 
that  flocks  of  sheep  could  be  multiplied  with  the 
ttme  &cility  as  iron  ibrges  and  hemp  factories, 
and  the  argument,  if  worth  any  thing,  apjrfied  as 
well  to  the  former  as  the  latter.    Mr.  H.  said,  he 
eonfened  that  he  had  no  interest  in  adjusting  the 
separate   claims   which   conflicting    monopolies 
might  put  in  ;  he  had  risen  to  point  out  an  incon- 


sistency in  the  arguments  of  the  friends  of  the 
bill,  for  he  might  say  that  in  voting  either  against 
or  in  favor  of  amending  the  section,  he  gave  his 
suffrage  without  bias ;  for,  in  whatever  way  the 
duty  on  wool  was  modified,  it  would  be  unimpor- 
to  the  interest  of  those  he  represented ;  for,  if  the 
duty  on  the  manufactured  fabric  was  retained,  the 
planters  of  the  South  would  make  their  own 
clothing  for  their  slaves,  for  the  manufacture  of 
which,  the  materials,  consisting  part  I  v  of  wool 
and  partly  of  cotton,  were  to  be  found  in  abun- 
dance in  the  interior  economy  of  most  of  their 
plantations — a  necessity  to  which  grievous  duties 
would  unquestionably  drive  them.  Mr.  H.  said 
he  could  not  but  be  surpirised  at  the  unlooked-for 
moderation  and  generosity  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  for  which,  he  said, 
he  had  no  doubt  that  gentleman  had  the  best 
reasons^Ithough  hc^  chose  to  keep  them  to  himself. 

Mr.  Ton  observed,  in  reply,  that  he  began  again 
to  have  hopes  of  getting  the  support  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  for  the  whole  bill — ^for 
all  the  taxes  come  to,  is  this :  that  we  will  make 
our  own  manufactures.  But  that  gentleman  is 
mistaken  if  he  siipposes  that  the  same  ar^ments 
apply  to  wool  as  to  iron.  The  sheep  which  pro- 
duce this  wool  are  raised  in  a  country  that  is  al- 
ways warm,  and  they  have  a  quite  difiwrent  cover- 
ing from  sheep  which  live  in  a  Northern  country, 
or  any  country  where  the  heat  is  interrupted  by  a 
cool  season.  It  is  rather  hair  than  wool — and 
though  I  am  friendly  to  manufactures,  I  am  not  * 
such  a  friend  to  them  as  to  raise  them  in  spile  of 
nature  herself.  I  shall  not  attempt,  by  protecting 
duties,  to  produce  whale  oil  on  the  top  of  the 
Alleffhany  mountains. 

The  question  being  taken,  Mr.  Tracy's  amend- 
ment was  not  agreed  to.  That  of  Mr.  Too  was 
carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Too,  the  following  items 
were  also  stricken  out : 

"  Oi^  scythes  25  cents  each." 

''On  eridirons  and  griddles,  20  cents  each." 

"  On  Trying  pans,  25  cents  each,"  and  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  '*  4  cents  per  pound." 

To  the  article  laying  a  duty  of  25  cents  ner 
gallon  on  linseed  and  hemp  seed  oil,  was  adued 
the  words  "  rape  seed  "  (oil,) 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

Friday,  March  5. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
''An  act  confirming  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of 
Nicholas  Baudin,  and  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Chas- 
tang  to  certain  tracts  of  land,"  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  same,  and  it  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the 
bill  for  amending  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on 
imports. 
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Mr.  Tod  moved  to  amend  the  fifth  section  of 
the  bill  b^  adding  to  that  article  which  lays  a 
duty  on  window  glass,  of  several  different  sizes, 
the  following  proviso,  (to  prevent  the  law's  being 
evaded,)  viz:  *^ provided  that  all  window  glass 
imported  in  plates  uncut  be  included  in  the  above 
duty." 

Mr.  Tod  moved  to  add  to  the  clause  which  lays 
a  duty  "  on  iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufac- 
tured, in  whole  or  in  part,  b^  rolling,  $1  12  per 
hundred  weight,"  the  following  words,  (for  the 
same  purpose,  of  preventins  the  duty  from  being 
evaded,)  "  on  ploughs  or  share  moulds  a  duty  of 
one  cent  and  a  halfper  lb." 

On  this  motion  some  conversation  took  place 
between  Messrs.  Cam breleng.  Brown,  Sanford, 
Udrbe,  and  Cobb.    , 

The  amendment  was  rejected — ayes  59,  noes  63. 

Mr.  Tod  then  moved  to  add  to  the  clause  con- 
taining a  duty  on  Brussels,  Venetian,  Turkey,  and 
Wilton  carpets  and  carpeting,  the  words  '^  on  all 
ingrain  carpets  and  carpeting  25  cents  per  square 
yard ;"  which  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Tod  then  moved  to  add  to  the  clause  lay- 
ing duties  on  nail  rods,  sheiet  iron,  and  iron  slit 
and  rolled,  the  following  words,  "on  pig  iron  75 
cents  per  cwt."  On  this  motion  a  prolonged  and 
desultory  debate  arose,  which  continued  until  past 
four  o'clock. 

The  speakers  in  favor  of  the  motion  were 
Messrs.  Tod,  Brown,  Stewart,  Udree,  For- 
ward, and  Garrisqs. 

Those  in  opposition  to  the  duty  were  Messrs. 
Cambreleno,  Reed,  Mercer,  Fuller,  Poin- 
sett, Sterling,  Crowninskield,  Floyd,  and 
Foot,  of  Connecticut. 

It  was  advocated,  first,  on  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill,  that  our  own  manufacturers  should, 
wherever  it  was  practicable,  be  encouraged  in 
preference  to  those  of  foreign  countries,  in  order 
to  promote  internal  trade,  and  the  independence 
of  the  country,  and  to  provide  a  resource  in  case 
of  war.  The  article  of  iron  is  abundant,*being 
found  in  almost  ail  the  States  of  the  Union;  its 
quality  is  equal  to  that  of  any  in  the  world  ;  pi^ 
iron  is  its  very  rudest  form  of  manufacture — it 
employs  labor  that  would  otherwise  remain  idle; 
a  duty  has  already  been  laid  on  bar  iron,  which 
will  lead  to  the  importation  of  ])ig,  unless  that  im- 
portation is  met  by  a  duty  on  pig  also  \  none  was 
imported  previous  to  1818;  in  that  year  one  hun- 
dred tons  were  imported,  and  the  importation  has 
already  reached  thirty-one  hundred  tons  a  year. 
This  goes  to  keep  the  native  riches  of  the  country 
buried  in  the  earth,  while  foreign  products  and 
industry  are  promoted.  This  is  an  article  that,  of 
all  others,  should  be  encouraged,  because  it  con- 
verts that  which  is  worthless,  (and  worse,)  into 
an  article  of  great  value,  of  general  utility,  and  of 
indispensable  necessity.  No  country  that  produces 
iron  encourages,  but,  on  the  contrary,  prohibits, 
the  importation  of  the  raw  material ;  and  pig  iron 
is  little  else. 

It  was  opposed  on  the  general  ground  that,  in- 
stead of  benefiting  manutactures,  this  dut)r  went 
to  injure  them.    Pig  iron  is  not  imported  in  any 


very  la^e  quantity,  and  that  which  is  imported  ii 
not  brought  from  abroad  on  account  of  a  lower 
price,  but  of  a  peculiar  quality.    It  is  the  Scottish 
grey  iron,  which  has  a  degree  of  fineness  aod 
solidity  which  renders  it  peculiarly  fit  for  small 
eastings  used  in  machinerjr.    It  must  be  mixed 
with  our  own  iron  for  certain  kinds  of  woric— we 
have  no  substitute  for  it,  and  the  duty  is  only  so 
much  laid  on  the  manufacturer ;  so  that  this  is, 
in  truth,  a  strife  between  manufacturer  and  man- 
ufacturer, and  not  a  question  whether  the  geaeial 
interests  of  manufactures  are  to  be  promoted. 
The  present  duty  is  j^fiSciently  heavy ;  and  the 
fact  that  Scottish  pig  continues  to  be  imported 
under  that  duty,  shows  that  the  article  is  needed. 
For  a  species  of  iron  analogous  to  this,  the  manu- 
facturers of  Massachusetts  send  all  the  way  to 
New  Jersey,  and  bring  the  raw  ore  400  miles  by 
water  and  40  by  land^    It  is  not  correct  that  Eng- 
land prohibits  the  importation  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial.   She  lays  on  it  a  tax  of  no  more  than  four- 
teen shillings  and  eight  pence  sterling  a  ton,  and 
great  quantities  are  still  imported  into  that  coun- 
try from  Sweden  and  Russia,  although  the  appli- 
cation of  coal  to  smelting  the  ore  has  led  to  a  vast 
production  of  finelish  iron.    This  duty  is  not 
needed  by  the  malers  of  pig  iron;  they  are  al- 
ready growing  rich,  while  the  manufacturers  of 
bar  and  bloom  iron  are  growing  poor — the  doty 
will  go  to  increase  the  profits  ot  those  already 
thriving,  and  to  add  to  the  burden  of  those  who 
are  ab<Kit  to  sink ;  as  the  makers  of  pig  iron  hare 
already  a  duty  which  gives  them  the  market,  all 
the  duty  now  added  will  only  be  so  much  added 
to  the  price  paid  hy  the  consumer.    The  argu- 
ment urged  by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  in  favor  of 
admitting  South  American  and  Smyrna  wool,  will 
apply  equally  to  admitting  Scottish  grey  pig  iron. 
Both  are  articles  which  cannot  be  raised  in  this 
country,  and  yet  are  essential   to  very  valuable 
branches  of  its  manufactures ;  and  every  argu- 
ment against  the  one,  goes  equally  against  the 
other.    The  New  Jersey  pig  iron*  is  no  substitute- 
Heaven  defend  the  merchants  who  have  had  one 
consignment  of  it  from  ever  receiving  another— 
especially  if  they  have  the  Scotch  pig  at  the  same 
time  for  sale.    If  you  prevent  the  importation  of 
the  Scotch  metal  in  pigs,  you  will  only  have  it 
imported  in  a  manufactured  form^  which  would 
be  worse,  on  the  principles  of  those  who  would 
lay  this  duty.    Surely,  if  the  manufacturers  of 
Massachusetts  can  afford  to  go  400  miles  for  the 
raw  ore  from  New  Jersey,  and  make  it  into  pig 
iron  at  their  own  furnaces,  the  manufacturers  of 
New  Jersey  cannot  need  the  duty  now  proposed, 
who  have  the  ore  at  their  door.    The  foreign  pig 
iron  is  used  in  our  foundries  of  cannon. 

It  was  rejoined,  that  the  quality  of  the  Scotch 
pig  uron  did  not  depend  on  any  thing  peculiar  in 
the  ore,  but  in  the  manner  oi  preparing  it;  and 
that  the  iron  of  this  country  could  be  so  mixed  as 
to  be  made  either  into  what  is  called  grey  iron,  or 
white,  at  the  will  of  the  ironmaster,  (and  detaib 
of  the  process  were  given.)  There  was  a  difier- 
ence  between  rock  ore  and  bog  ore ;  the  latter 
was  of  a  finer  texture,  shrank  in  cooling,  and 
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Dtde  a  firm  and  brittle  meta],  fit  for  machinery; 
(he  former  swelled  in  cooHdz,  was  of  a  coarser 
and  toueher  texture,  and  was  fit  for  bar  iron  ;  one 
is  called  red  shear,  the  other  cold  shear. 

The  argument  that  this  article  was  needed  be- 
Mose  it  was  imported,  if  urged  against  a  farther 
datf,  applied  equally  to  every  farther  duty,  and 
superseded  not  only  the  whole  bill,  but  all  revisions 
of  the  tariff  at  any  future  time.  By  proving  too 
much,  it  proved  nothing.  Its  importation  mter- 
fered,  to  the  whole  extent,  with  our  own  native 
prodacts  and  home  industry.  Admitting  the  duty 
io  England,  on  pig  iron  imported  there,  to  be  only 
J4i.  8£,  when  compared  with  the  price  of  the  arti- 
cle in  England,  it  was,  if  not  absoluteljr  prohibi- 
tory^  at  least  very  nearly  so.  The  quantity  of  iron 
that  swelled  the  amount  imported  into  England, 
from  Russia  and  Sweden,  was  chiefly  bar  iron. 
The  foreign  pig  iron  cannot  be  needful  in  making 
canncD.  During  the  war  we  got  none  of  it.  The 
netal,  both  of  the  cannon  and  men  employed  in 
ibat  contest,  was  genuine  American.  8o  far  is  it 
from  being  necessary  for  cannon,  that  even  gun- 
locks  and  mnsket-Mirrels  are  made  of  our  own 


iroD. 


Many  statistical  details  were  ffiven  in  the  course 
of  the  debate.  The  policy  of  England  was  dis- 
cossed,  and  quoted  as  an  example,  especially  in 
the  present  bill,  the  whole  protecting  policy  of 
which  was  insisted  on  as  being  borrowed  from 
Great  Britain. 

Much  occasional  pleasantry  aroite,  and  agreea- 
bly relieved  the  dry^uess  of  the  debate.  Hir.  Tod 
compared  himself  Co  the  man  represented  in  the 
title-page  of  the  Almanac,  stuck  throUfi;h  on  every 
side,  and  in  every  part  of  his  body ;  and.  in  reply  to 
an  intimation  that,  as  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee he  ooght  to  have  been  acquainted  with  certain 
iacts  of  a  statistical  and  seographical  kind,  with 
which  he  did  not  seem  familiar,  replied,  that  to 
fi^hi  an  enemy,  and  beat  them  too,  it  was  not 
needful  to  know  all  the  names  of  his  captains  and 
colofitls,  and  of  the  rank  and  file  that  made  up 
his  army. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Ton's  amend- 
ment, laying  a  duty  on  pig  iron,  it  was  decided 
in  (be  native — ayes  79,  noes  111. 

Co  motion  of  Mr.  Too,  the  duty  of  twentv-five 
per  cent,  ad  valorem,  "on  printing  types,"  was 
>lrieken  out 

He  farther  proposed  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent. 
sd  valorem  ^  on  oil  cloth  carpeting,  and  oil  cloth 
of  every  description,"  but,  on  an  intimation  from 
Mr.  CiMBRBLENO,  that  a  specific  duty  would  be 
preferred  by  the  manufacturers,  agreed  to  with- 
draw his  motion  for  the  present. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Saturoat,  March  6. 

Mr.  RankiNi  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub^ 
lie  Lands,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  19th  of 
laauary  last,  a  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Ltouisiana,  reported  a  bill  granting 
%  tract  of  land  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of 


Point  Coupee,  on  certain  conditions ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
were  referred,  on  the  5th  and  12th  of  January  last, 
memorials  of  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  of- 
fice in  the  State  of  Missouri;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  allow  further  time  to  complete 
the  issuinf^  and  locating  of  military  land  war- 
rants ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  seainen ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
3d  instant,  on  a  memorial  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  grants,  by  that  State,  of  lands  in  Tennes- 
see, to  which  was  referred,  on  the  same  day,  the 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  on  the  same  subject,  presented  on 
the  26th  January  last,  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  they  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ow£n,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  to  re- 
fund George  Fisher  a  sum  of  money  improperly 
Eaid  by  him  to  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
it.  Stephen's. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The 
Tariff  Bill,  being  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday, was  again  taken  up  for  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Too,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  inserting  a  new  line,  laying  a  duty  of  thirty* 
per  cent.,  ad  valorem,  upon  '*oil  cloths  and  oil 
cloth  carpeting."  On  his  motion,  also^  the  bill 
was  amended  oy  striking  out  the  line  imposing 
a  doty  of  "  ten  cents  per  pound  on  Prussian  blue." 
On  his  motion,  the  bill  was  further  amended  by 
raising  the  proposed  duty  "  on  currantfa  and  figs" 
from  three  cents  to  four  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Breck  then  moved  to  amend  the  following 
clause:  ''On  all  manufactures,  not  herein  speci- 
fied, of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp,  or  of  which 
either  of  these  materials  shall  be  a  component 
part,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum,  ad  valo- 
rem," by  striking  out  therefrom  the  word  "  silk." 

Mr.  Brbck  supported  his  motion  by  a  few  re- 
marks, to  show  that  we  could  not,  at  present,  hope 
to  do  much  in  the  raisins  of  silkworms  and  man- 
ufacture of  silk,  and  that,  therefore,  being  an 
article  very  much  wanted  in  the  country,  and 
which  we  cannot  produce,  this  duty  ought  not  to 
be  levied  upon  it. 

Messrs.  Cambrileno,  LtviNoaTON,  and  Rbed, 
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of  Massachusetts,  also  sopported  the  proposed 
amendment,  and  Messrs.  Tod,  Wright,  Sand- 
ford,  and  TaiMBtE  opposed  it.  On  the  question 
bein^  taken,  the  amendment  was  rejected,  without 
division. 

Mr.  McKiM  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  following  line:  '^on  tallow,  four 
cents  per  pound."  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Baylies, 
however,  the  motion  was  withdrawn  until  further 
information  on  the  subject  should  be  laid  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  insert  a  new  line  in  the 
bill  to  levy  a  duty  of  '^  thirty  per  cent.,  ad  valo- 
rem, on  millstones,  and  all  articles  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  millstones."  This  amendment 
was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Merger  and  Mallary, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Tod  and  McKiH;  and  it 
was  then  rejected. 

Mr.  Baylies  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
raising  the  proposed  duty  on  '*  Epsom  salts,"  from 
three  to  four  cents  per  pound.  Messrs.  Baylies 
and  Tod  spoke  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  expressed  his  wish 
that  the  amendment  mi^ht  prevail.  He  observed 
that  considerable  quantities  of  Epsom  salts  were 
now  manufactured  in  his  vicinity — that  it  could 
be  manufactured  to  any  extent  on  the  whole  sea- 
coast,  and  wherever  there  is  salt  springs — that  the 
price  would,  without  doubt,  be  reduced.  He  fur- 
ther stated  that  the  duty  on  Glauber  salts  was  of 
little  consequence,  because,  that,  owing  to  the 
manufacture  of  that  article  in  his  vicinity,  the 
price  had  been  reduced  to  less  than  one-third  of 
the  price  formerly  paid.  He  had  no  doubt  that  a 
ffreat  abundance  or  the  article  in  question  would 
be  manufactured,  and  the  price  would  be  reduced. 
He  judged,  from  what  had  beep  done  by  the  man- 
ufacturers of  Grlauber  salts^  who  would  now  man- 
ufacture Epsom  salts  also  m  the  same  manufacto- 
ries; that  we  could  suffer  no  inconvenience  from 
increasing  the  duty  from  three  to  four  cents  per 
pound. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  that  all  the  third 
section  of  the  bill  be  stricken  out — it  is  as  follows: 
"  From  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  1824, 
to  the  duties  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, herein  before  mentioned,  or  any  other,  there 
shall  be  added,  and  shall  be  collected  and  paid,  the 
full  amount  of  such  bounty  or  premium,  or  allow- 
ance in  nature  thereof  as,  on  the  exportation  of 
similar  articles,  may  be  given,  paid,  or  allowed, 
in  the  country  or  place  from  which  the  same  shall 
be  exported,  or  in  the  country  or  place  wherein 
the  same  shall  be  produced  or  manufactured ; 
which  shall  be  calculated  and  ascertained,  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall,  from  time  to  time,  fix  and  pre- 
scribe." 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion, 
in  the  course  of  which  Messrs.  Forsyth,  Foot 
of  Connecticut,  Webster,  P.  P.  Barbour,  and 
Mercer,  spoke  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion, principally  on  the  ground  that  the  addition 
of  the  bounty  allowed  in  the  foreign  country,  to 
the  duties  levied  on  the  imported  article,  is  an] 


infringement  of  that  part  of  oor  Treaty  with 
Great  Britain  which  provides  that  no  higher  datjr 
shall  be  laid  on  goods,  imported  from  that  coon- 
try,  than  on  the  same  articles  from  any  other 
country.  The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ton,  and,  without  taking 
the  question — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storks,  the  Committee  rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baylies,  the  memorials  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Kentucky  and  New  Bed- 
ford, m  Massachusetts,  praying  for  an  increase 
of  duty  on  imported  tallow,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  memorials  of 
the  tallow  chandlers  and  soap  boilers  of  Boston, 
remonstrating  against  an  increase  of  the  duty  on 
imported  tallow,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  House  then  adjotuned  till  Monday  next. 


Monday,  March  8. 

Mr.  Burleigh  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
merchants  of  the  district  of  Kennebunk,  in  the 
State  of  Maine,  praying  to  be  paid  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  spoliations  upon  their  lawful  commerce 
by  French  cruisers,  between  the  years  1793  and 
1800 ;  their  claims  on  France  having  been  relin- 
quished by  the  Convention  of  1800 ;  or  that  their 
rights  and  remedies  against  France  may  be  re 
stored  to  them. — Referred. 

Mr.  Breck  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Society  for  promoting  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  for  the  relief  of  free  nej^oes  unbiwfully 
held  in  bondage,  and  for  improving  the  conditioD 
of  the  African  race,  praying  Congress  to  adopt 
measures  for  the  total  abolition  of  slavery  witbin 
the  District  of  Columbia — Referred. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  remonstrance  of  sundry 
inhabitants  ot  the  city  of  Washington,  against 
the  alterations  in  the  form  of  government  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  now 
pending  in  this  House,  to  provide  for  the  govern- 
ment or  said  District. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  similar  remonstrance 
from  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  eounty  of  M' 
exandria. 

Mr.  Kent  also  presented  resolutions  adopted  bi 
the  magistrates,  sitting  as  a  Levy  Court,  for  th< 
county  of  Alexandria,  in  said  District,  disappro 
batory  of  the  change  proposed  to  be  made  in  tb< 
government  of  said  District. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  remonstrances  be  com 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  ti 
which  the  said  biH  is  committed. 

Mr.  Call  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabi 
tants  of  East  Florida,  praying  that  a  tribuna 
may  be  established  by  Congress  to  determine  tb 
right  to  certain  negroes  claimed  by  Indians 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ladiai 
Afiairs. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  presented  a  petition  c 
Charles  Augustus  Dale,  in  behalf  the  heirs  ( 
Robert  Fulton,  deceased,  stating  that  a  decisiol 
ffiven  at  the  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  il 
United  States,  now  sitting  in  the  city  of  Was! 
ington.  has  entirely  destroyed  all   tne  right  i 
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property  which  the  heirs  and  representatives  of 
the  said  Fulton  possessed  in  the  invention  and 
ipplication  of  the  power  of  steam  to  propel  boats 
or  vessels ;  thai  his  heirs  are  now  destitute  of  the 
means  of  support ;  and  praying  fruch  relief  in  the 
premises  as  to  Congress  may  seem  equitable  and 
jast;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  aad  Means. 

Mr.  McLaice,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means^  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  George  Fisher ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  select  comxnittee  ap- 
pointed on  the  petition  of  snndry  aliens,  (by  leave 
of  ihe  House,)  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  respecting 
tlieos;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamiltoh 9  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afiairs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expedieacy  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the  * 
Uaiied  States  to  direct  sales  to  be  made,  from 
tt'ioe  to  time,  of  such  arms,  ammunition,  and  mil- 
itary stores,  as  are  not  wanted,  or  are  unfit  for 
IHihlic  service,  made  a  reporL  accompanied  by  a 
bill,  to  authorize  the  sale  ot  unserviceable  ord- 
nance, arms,  and  military  stores ;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spsaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  communica- 
ting the  information  required  by  a  resohitipo  of 
this  House,  of  the  12th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  lands 
purchased  on  behalf  of  the  United  States ;  which 
report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  wefe  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  an  act,  entitled  *^An 
act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public 
accounts,"  approved  the  3d  of  March.  1817,  so  as 
to  reduce  the  number  of  auditors,  or  a^BCOOnting 
officers  of  the  Government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Committee  on 
the  Jadieiary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  prohibiting,  by  law,  the  employ- 
ment of  any  person,  ezcept.a  citizen  o£  the  United 
States,  in  any  of  the  Departments  of  the  Gov- 
ern men  I. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Bortok,  the  Committee  on 
Commeice  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pedieacy  of  erecting  a  buoy  at  the  mouth  of  Scup- 
pernoag  river,  in  Albemarle  Sound ;  and,  also, 
a  floatiaf  light  on  the  long  shoal  in  Pamptico 
Soaad. 

Go  motion  of  Mr.  Tract,  a  commiuee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  what  further  legislative  provis- 
ions are  fit  and  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the 
proviHQcia  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  March 
3, 1817,  entitled  *'An  act  to  amend  the  act  au- 
thoriziag  the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  the 
9th  of  April,  1816,  and  that  said  committee  have 
kave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  Mr.  Tracy, 
Mr.  Hat  nail,  Mr.  Marvin,  Mr.  Livimoston,  Mr. 
DwiGHT,  Mr.  Nbale,  and  Mr.  Letcher,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  the 


Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  instruct^ 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  ap- 
propriation adequate  to  the  repair  of  the  post  road 
leading  from  Nashville  to  New  Orleans,  usually 
called  "  the  Military  Road.'' 

A  Message  was  received  froui  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  representing  the  necessity  of  an 
act  of  Congress  to  legalize  the  acts  of  James 
Miller,  as  Grovernor  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
from  the  3d  of  March,  1822,  to  3d  January,  1823, 
he  having,  through  a  mistake,  acted,  during  that 
time,  without  a  re-nomination  by  the  President, 
and  re-appointment  by  the  Senate,  (which  was 
remedieo  as  soon  as  discovered.)  Referred  to 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  following  bills  were  received  from  the 
Senate,  and  referred :  "An  act  to  change  the  terms 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Kentucky  district ; "  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Andrew  Mitchell,  de- 
ceased j "  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '  an 
act  for  the  establishment  of  a  turnpike  company 
in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;"  "An  act  authorizing  the  register  of 
the  land  office  for  the  western  district  of  Louisi- 
ana to  report  upon  certain  land  claims  within  the 
said  district ) "  "An  act  to.  enable  the  holders  of 
French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  with- 
tn  that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situate  to 
the  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  island  of  New 
Orleans,  which  have  not  been  irecognised  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof!*' 

THE  TARIFP  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the 
several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted on  Saturday,  b^  Mr.  Forstth,  to  strike 
out  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  which  is  in  the 
following  words : 

**  That  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jane,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty -four,  to  the  duties 
on  all  goods,  wares,  and  iDerchandise,  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  or  any  other,  there  shsll  be  added,  and 
■hall  be  collected  and  paid,  the  full  amount  of  such 
boonty  or  premium,  or  allowance  in  nature  thereof, 
as,  on  the  exportatiota  of  similar  articles  may  be  given, 
paid,  or  allowed,  in  the  country  or  place  from  which 
the  same  shall  be  exported,  or  in  the  country  or  place 
wherein  the  same  shall  be  produced  or  manufactured  ; 
which  ahall  be  calculated  and  ascertained  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
■hail,  from  time  to  time,  fix  and  prescribe." 

The  debate  of  Saturday  was  renewed,  and  con- 
tinued till  past  4  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  For- 
syth, Randolph,  P.  P.Barbour,  Fuller,  Bart- 
LETT,  Ross,  Mercer,  Livermorb,  Cambreleno, 
Stevenson,  and  Foot  of  Connecticut;  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Clay^  Stewart,  and  Too — the 
latter  two  of  whom  offered  amendments,  which 
were  not  agreed  to,  and  the  clause  was  finally 
stricken  out. 

The  ground  taken  by  those  who  spoke  in  favor 
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of  striking  oat  this  section  of  the  bill  was,  that  its 
operation  will  be  a  direct  infringement  of  our 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  of  1815.  That  treaty 
expr>ssly  provides  that  articles  imported  into  this 
countrv  from  Britain  shall  be  charged  with  no 
more  cluty  than  those  coming  from  other  coun- 
tries. But  as  England  grants  to  her  exporters  a 
bounty  on  certain  articles  on  which  other  coun- 
tries grant  none,  and  this  section  proposes  to  in- 
crease in  all  cases  our  duty,  by  the  amount  of  the 
bounty  granted  in  the  country  from  whence  the 
goods  are  imported,  its  operation  will,  in  fact,  be 
to  charge  such  English  goods  with  a  higher  duty 
than  articles  of  the  same  kind  brought  from  else- 
where ;  and  it  will  therefore  break  the  treaty,  and 
compromit  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  nation. 

To  Ihis  it  was  replied,  that  the  principle  of  this 
section  being;,  like  that  of  the  rest  of  the  bill,  to 
protect  the  domestic  industry  of  this  country,  by 
preventing  the  foreign  article  to  be  brought  into 
the  market  at  such  a  price  as  to  destroy  our  own 
manufacturer,  that  object  could  never  be  attained, 
and  the  whole  bill  must  be  rendered  nugatory,  if 
a  bounty  granted  by  a  foreign  nation  on  the  ex- 
portation of  its  commodities  might  not  be  met  by 
an  equivalent  duty  here.  It  was  well  known  that 
England  grants  bounties  for  the  express  purpose 
of  forcing  her  goods  into  foreign  markets;  and  if 
the  objection  to  this  section  of  the  bill  is  held 
valid,  she  will  still  be  enabled  to  do  so  with 
respect  to  this  country. 

But  it  is  not  valid.  In  that  article  of  the  treaty 
which  this  section  of  the  bill  is  said  to  violate, 
two  objects  were  intended.  The  first  was  to  se- 
cure a  perfect  reciprocity  between  the  two  nations, 
with  respect  to  their  navigation.  Preferences  had 
nreviously  been  given,  both  by  France  and  Eng- 
land, which  threatened  altogether  to  deprive  Ame- 
rica of  the  carrying  trade ;  which  course  of  things 
led  to  the  adoption  of  what  has  been  called  the 
American  policy  on  this  subiect— a  policy  which 
has  proved  completely  triumphant,  and  has  brought 
both  Enffland  and  France  to  terms.  But  this  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  leaves  this  reciprocity  untouched, 
for  no  difference  is  made  in  our  duties,  whether 
merchandise  is  imported  in  British  or  in  American 
bottoms. 

The  second  object  aimed  at,  in  the  article  of 
the  treaty  alluded  to,  was  to  secure  to  British 
goods  an  entrance  into  our  country  on  as  good 
terms  as  those  of  any  other  nation ;  nor  does  this 
section  make  any  discrimination  to  their  preju- 
dice; its  provisions  are  general,  no  more  directed 
against  the  goods  of  one  country  than  another. 
It  adds  the  amount  of  all  foreign  bounties  to  the 
duty  on  those  goods  on  which  the  bounty  i*  grant- 
ed ;  and  i^  in  consequence  of  this  general  meas- 
ure of  self-defence.  British  goods  have  more  duty 
to  nay  than  French,  it  is  not  the  result  of  our  le- 
gislation, but  of  Tier  own,  and  when  two  parties 
make  a  contract,  no  act  of  one  of  them  is,  of 
itself,  to  constitute  a  violation  of  the  contract  by 
the  other  party. 

To  this,  it  was  rejoined,  that  the  increase  of 
duty  in  that  case  was  to  be  attributed  to  our  act 
of  legislation,  and  not  to  that  of  England,  for  it 


was  our  act  that  added  the  amount  of  her  boontf 
to  our  duty,  and  thereby  caused  her  goods  to  pay 
more  than  those  of  her  neighbor,  a  thing  we  ei- 
pressly  promised  by  the  treaty  not  to  do.  Britaio 
has  a  right  to  grant  what  bounties  she  will.  That 
is  her  own  affair ;  a  part  of  her  municipal  regala* 
tions;  a  thing  between  her  people  and  her  Gov- 
emmept.  It  was  we  who  now  interfere,  and  make 
her  municipal  regulations  a  part  of  our  law,  aad 
found  duties  on  them,  contrary  to  the  treaty. 

As  to  the  policy  of  meeting  her  bounties  by 
countervailing  duties,  it  is  a  question  from  which 
we  are  precluded,  because  we  have  already  bound 
ourselves  not  to  tax  her  goods  more  than  those  oi 
others,  who  grant  no  bounties.  This  may  be  in' 
convenient,  it  may  have  been  impolitic;  we  hare 
done  so,  and  we  must  abide  by  our  agreement. 

A  case  was  put,  on  the  one  side,  suppose  Britaio 
when  this  law  passes,  makes  a  certain  article  oc 
which  she  grants  no  bounty,  and  we  receive  thai 
article  at  a  certain  duty,  the  same  as  is  paid  by  a 
French  article  of  the  same  kind — here  she  is  on  ai 
equal  footing  with  France.  She  afterwards  granti 
a  bounty,  which  raises  her  duty  in  our  ports.  1 
that  increase  to  be  charged  to  us  ?  Is  it  any  thini 
but  her  own  act  7  Can  her  subsequent  act  con 
strue  our  act  into  an  offence?  It  was  answered 
yes,  because  our  act  anticipated  such  a  case,  am 
had  a  prospective  reference  to  it,^  and  is  therefor 
as  much  chargeable  on  us  as  if  it  had  been  don 
ftfter  and  not  before  the  case  occurred.  It  wa 
said  further,  that,  if  this  act  placed  England,  witj 
respect  to  any  bountied  article,  on  less  farorabl 
terms  than  France,  her  remedy  was  either  to  r< 
peal  her  bounty,  or  to  apply  to  France  to  Uy  one 
our  law  had  impartial  respect  to  both. 

It  was  replied  that  these  bounties  were  usual! 
granted  to  make  up  for  some  disadvantage,  real  ( 
supposed,  between  the  country  which  granted  tbet 
and  other  coon  tries.  The  bounty,  therefore,  onl 
placed  the  two  countries  on  a  level  as  they  can 
to  our  ports;  and  if  we  charged  one  more  ths 
the  other,  we  created  an  inequality  that  we  did  n 
find ;  and  we  did  that  very  thing  which,  by  tl 
treaty,  we  had  engaged  not  to  do. 

It  was  again  argued,  that,  to  forbid  these  cou 
tervail ins  duties,  was  against  the  equity  of  ti 
treaty.  Every  agreement  ou^ht  to  bind  both  pt 
ties ;  but  granting  bounties  was  an  act  of  one  pa^ 
only,  and  an  act  by  which  she  coald,  at  pleasui 
affect  the  interest  of  the  other  party,  under  I 
treaty.  It  was  answered,  that  the  granting 
bounties  was  an  independent  right,  tnat  exist 
anterior  to  the  treaty,  and  was  recognised  by  ( 
treaty — it  existed  in  both  partiefu^-tt  was  no  novel 
in  England,  having  been  practised  for  a  ceniu! 
and  before  our  manufactures  had  an  existence'^ 
was  not  granted  to  the  manufacturer  but  to  i 
exporting  merchant,  to  encourage  the  commei 
and  extend  the  navigation  of  England,  and  not 
destroy  our  manufacturers.  It  was  rejoined  tl 
the  quo  animo  with  which  it  mi^t  have  been  do 
was  of  no  consequence — its  actual  operation*  i 
to  destroy  them.  The  object  of  the  treaty,  it  i 
urged,  was  to  do  no  more  than  put  Britam  on 
equality  with  other  nations  in  the  admission  of 
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goods  to  this  couDtqr — but  the  strikiirg  out  of  this 
setdoD  would  go  farther  than  thn,  and  put  her  on 
a  better  footing  than  other  couatries  which  gave 
00  bouDty. 

It  was  answered  that  the  advantage  was  not  de- 
rived from  us,  but  from  causes  unconneeted  with 
oar  sjrstem  of  duties.  That  we  cooid  not  equalize 
nations,  eicept  in  the  duties  thejf  paid  us,  and  this 
we  had  expressly  bound  ourselves  to  do  towards 
Britain,  and  we  mast  keep  our  word. 

The  amendaient  offered  to  the  section  went  to 
five  it  a  prospective  operation ;  but  this  was  op- 
posed, on  the  ground  first  taken,  that,  whether  pro* 
spectire  or  not,  it  would  be  equally  oar  act,  and 
eqoally  a  violation  of  the  treaty ;  the  words  of 
which  eznressly  referred  to  acts  which  should  be 
passed  in  future,  as  well  as  those  which  should  then 
be  io  aistence.  There  were  only  six  bouaties  now 
left  io  England,  most  of  the  others  having  taken 
the  form  of  drawback.  These  were  granted  on 
beer,  cordage,  sailcloth,  plate,  silk,  and  sugar,  and 
tbeir  object  was  to  repay  the  duty  which  had  been 
paid  on  the  same  articles  when  imported  under  a 
difEerent  form. 

The  section  applied  but  to  one  of  these,  viz : 
that  oB  sailcloth  or  canvass,  (which  includes  cot- 
ton bagdng,)  and  even  in  relation  to  this  it  is  use- 
less, as  Britain  can  at  once  evade  it  by  changing 
the  aame  of  the  bounty  into  a  drawback.  To 
bring  the  ease  home,  it  was  asked,  whether,  if  the 
Uoiced  States  should  grant  a  bounty  to  encourage 
the  maoufaetore  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  we  should 
tbiak  that  Britain  might  lay  a  heavier  duty  on  our 
pot  ashes  than  on  that  from  Russia? 

It  was  said,  OB  the  other  side,  that  bounties, 
thoQgh  sometimes  given  by  England  to  foster  navi- 
sation, sometimes  to  promote  commerce,  and  soroe- 
limes  to  equalize  natural  disadvantages,  were,  for 
the  most  yntj  intended  to  force  a  market  for  her 
eommodities,  in  instance  of  which  the  bounties  on 
glass  and  op  silk  were  quoted. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that,  resisting  her  bounty 
wodd  not  necessarily  protect  our  manufactures  ^ 
aad  if  it  would,  some  of  these  bounties  were  on 
Biaflofactares  which  we  did  not  know,  and  could 
Dot,  for  half  a  century,  possess ;  such  as  those  of 
^Ik  aod  1^  linens ;  in  relation  to  which  this  law 
woaid  only  operate  as  a  bounty  to  the  French  and 
9*<maa  mannfacto  rers.  T  he  answers  of  the  Bri  t- 
idi  Board  of  trade  to  queries  proposed  by  the  Lords 
of  the  Treasory,  contained  an  expose  of  th^  Brit* 
oh  policy  in  relation  to  bounty  and  drawback; 
aad  shoved  tbey  meant  to  compensate  the  duty 
paid  oa  the  importation  of  the  raw  material,  used 
^  tike  exported  article. 

The  qoestion  was  taken  successively  on  Mr. 
OTswAn^s  and  Mr.  Ton'e  amendments,  and  lost. 

It  was  then  put  on  striking  out  the  3d  s^tion 
of  the  bill,  aod  carried — ayes  114,  noes  66. 

And  then  the  Committee  rose. 


TuEsoAY,  March  9. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,   from    the   Committee   of 
CUims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Landie 
ALchardson,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
I8th  Cox.  1st  Sb88<-.56 


which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Floyd  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration,  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  the 
accounts  of  all  the  Generals  of  the  Army ;  likewise,  of 
the  Inspectors  General,  the  Adjutant  General,  the 
Chie£»  of  the  Enii^incer  and  Ordnance  Corps,  and  the 
Surgeon  General,  for  the  two  years  preceding  the  80th 
of  tSeptember  last;  showing  the  amount  of  money 
paid  to  each,  nnder  the  different  heads  of  pay  proper, 
brevet  pay,  rations,  single  and  double,  fuel,  straw, 
quarters,  transportation,  and  all  other  extra  and  con- 
tingent allowances,  as  well  as  the  amount  paid  for 
rations,  pay,  and  clothes  for  servants. 

Mr.  Cocke  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Be$oived,  That  the  President  of  the  United  8utes 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  House  the  names  of  alt 
the  officers  of  the  Army,  who  have  been  brevetted, 
stating  their  lineal  rank  and  brevet  rank,  when  bre* 
vetted,  and  the  amount  of  money  paid  to  each,  on  ac- 
count of  his  brevet  rank,  and  when  p|iid. 

Mr.  StBLEY  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

ReMoked,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing  on  the  pension  roll^  nndor  each  restrictions 
as  those  who  served  nine  months,  that  class  of  soldiers 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  who  served  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  eight  months,  commencing  in 
the  Spring  of  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five, who  are,  or  hereafter  may,  by  reason  of  re- 
duced circumstances  in  life,  be  in  need  of  assistance 
from  their  country  for  support. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  Breck  subiDitted  the  following  joint  reso* 
lution : 

RtMhedj  by  the  Senate  and  Hou9e  pf  Repre9enia» 
live*  of  the  united  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assendtedt  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  procure  from  Rem* 
brandt  Peale,  of  Philadelphia,  a  portrait  of  WAsaiaa* 
Tov,  to  be  placed  in  the  (vapitol :  Provided^  the  same 
can  be  obtained  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  — -—  dollars. 

The  resolution  was  read  the  first  time. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of 
lands  conveyed  to  the  United  States,  io  certain 
cases,  and  for  other  purposes,  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judieiarv ;  and  that  the  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  treasury,  received 
yesteiday,  in  relation  to  lands  purchased  oa  be- 
nalf  of  the  United  States,  be  also  referred  to  the 
same  committee* 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government,  for  the  vear  1824. 

A  desultory  debate  on  several  ot  the  items  of 
this  bill  occupied  the  House  till  past  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment. 

.The  blank  in  the  eighth  line,  for  compensation 
to  the  Senators  and  Members  of  the  House  of 
.Representatives,  their  officers  and  attendants,  dec., 
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was  filled  with  the  sum  of  $265,140.    That  in  the 
tenth  and  eleventh  lines,  with  "  19th  January." 

In  the  fourteenth  line,  for  the  "  eontinffent  ex- 
penses of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress/^  the  word 
^*  sixty"  was  substituted  for  "fifty-eight,-' and  an 
item  of  $3,000  was  added  to  the  bill  to  provide 
for  extra  services  in  the  Land  Ofiice,  (in  the  em- 
ployment of  clerks  to  fill  up  military  land  warrants, 
twenty  thousand  of  which  are  in  arrear,  some  for 
purchases  made  seven  years  since.) 

Several  attempts  were  made  to  amend  different 
items  of  appropriation,  which,  after  much  desultory 
discussion,  were  not  successful. 

The  members  who  engaged  in  the  debate,  or 
rather  in  the  multiplied  inquiries  and  explana- 
tions which  necessarily  arise  on  a  bill  of  this  de- 
scription, were  Mr.  McLane,  Chairman  of  the 
Comm  ittee  of  Waysand  Means,  who  in  troduced  the 
bill,  Messrs.  Cocke^  Trimble,  Taylor,  S.  Wood, 
Forsyth,  Rankin,  Cook,  Little,  Wright, 
DwiGHT,  Cobb,  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  Tucker, 
and  Sibley. 

The  items  which  occasioned  the  most  discussion 
were,  the  additional  aid  in  the  Land  Ofl&ce,  the 
salary  of  a  clerk  for  the  Attorney  General,  (whose 
existence  became  a  matter  of  inquiry,)  tnat  of  a 
reporter  for  the  Supreme  Court,  the  clause  for 
extra  derk  hire,  newspapers,  and  books,  in  the 
Department  of  State,  and  that  for  the  erection  of 
a  courthouse  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  for 
the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

Having  proceeded  in  the  bill  as  far  as  this  last 
item,  the  Commit  tee  rosej  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  March  10. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  David  Cooper,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole, 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Militarjr 
Affairs,  to  which  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  coDcerniD|^  the  distribution  of  arms 
to  the  militia,  accompanied  by  a  detailed  report ; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  joint  resolution  ofiered  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Breck,  (in  relation  to  Peaie's  portrait  ot*  Wash- 
ington,) was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolutions  yesterday  offered  by  Messrs. 
Floyd  and  Cocke,  (iu  relation  to  the  brevetted 
officers  in  the  Army,)  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sloane,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented 
a  memorial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  upon  the  subject  of  the  lands  set  apart  in 
that  State  for  the  support  of  schools;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  in  the  Chair,) 
on  the  bill  "  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  Oovernment  for  the  year  1824." 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  withdrew  the  amend- 


ment offered  by  him  yesterday,  respecting  the 
court  room  of  the  United  States,  in  Charleston, 
in  order  that  the  entire  subject  of  providing  ac- 
commodations for  the  United  States'  courts  in  the 
several  States  might  be  submitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
298th,  299th,  and  300th  lines  of  the  bill,  which 
are  in  the  words  following :  "  For  erecting  the 
eastern  portico  of  the  Capitol,  and  completing  the 
interior  of  the  building,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,"  were  stricken  out,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
CosBMAN,  (Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,)L  the  following  was  substituted  : 

For  continuing  the  work  on  the  centre  building, 
eiffhtyrsix  thousand  dollars. 

For  alterations  and  repairs  in  the  room  occupied 
by  the  Sapreme  Court,. six  hundred  and  forty 
dollars. 

For  improving  the  Capitol  square,  and  painting 
the  railings  around  the  same,  eleven  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars.    • 

For  making  a  foot-wav  in  front  of  the  public 
ff rounds,  and  open  spaces  between  the  Capitol  and 
Navy  Office,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  finishing  the  north  portico  to  the  President's 
House,  twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

An  item  was  added,  after  the  307th  line,  in  the 
words  following:  "  For  sick,  and  disabled,  and  des- 
titute seamen  in  foreign  countries,  forty  thousand 
dollars." 

The  314th  and  315cfa  lines,  were  altered  to  read 
thus :  "  for  salaries  of  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States  to  London,  Paris,  St.  Petersburg,  and  Mad* 
rid,  from  the  3d  March  to  4th  Novepiber,  1823, 
and  also  for  the  Charges  des  Affaires  at  Stock 
holm,  and  the  Hague,  sixty-seven  thousand  fiv< 
hundred  dollars." 

The  item  for  building  a  north  portico  to  th< 
President's  House,  and  that  for  the  coastructioc 
of  a  graveled  walk  in  front  of  the  public  grounds 
met  with  considerable  opposition. 

Mr.  Forsyth  also  opposed  that  item  whicl 
makes  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  salarie 
of  some  of  our  foreign  Ministers,  on  the  ground 
that  the  number  of  Ministers  was  unnecessaril 

?;reat,  as  Charges  des  Affaires  might  be  substitute! 
or  some  of  them  without  detriment  to  the  publn 
service  and  with  a  saving  of  the  public  monei 
and  we  should  thereby  avoid  the  sacrifice  of  sell 
respect  now  arising  from  our  sending  Ministei 
Plenipotentiary  to  Powers  who  send  no  Ministd 
of  the  same  grade  to  represent  them  at  this  Goi 
ernment— ^fwhich  number  were  our  Ministers  I 
Spain  and  Portugal ;  and  he  moved  to  strike  o% 
that  clause  of  the  bill  until  farther  informatic 
could  be  obtained,  as  to  the  necessity  or  ezpedienc 
of  such  Ministers  being  sent  where  they  were  dg 
or  continued  where  they  were. 

After  a  protracted  debate  on  the  subject,  tk 
question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Forsyth's  motio 
and  lost — ayes  51,  noes  75. 

He  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  ^'  Lima 
in  the  list  of  the  Ministers  to  South  America.  Tl 
debate  was  renewed  on  this  motion,  but,  befo 
the  question  was  taken,  the  Committee  rose. 
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The  members,  ^vrfao  took  part  in  this  day's  de- 
bate, were  Messrs.  McLane,  Cooke,  Cusbman, 
Taylor,  Sharps,  Ten  Etce,  Mbrcer,  Gazlat, 
Whipple,  Forsyth,  McCoy,  Cook,  S.  WoodJ 

and  LlTlNGSTON. 


Thurbday,  March  11. 

Mr.  Rax  KIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Sesate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  register 
of  the  land  office,  for  the  western  district  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  to  report  upon  certain  land 
claims  within  said  district,  reported  .the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  the  sul>ject 
wai  referred^  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  judicial 
districts  ot  Vurgioia,  and  for  other  purposes;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commitee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  All£n,  of  Massachusetts,  'submitted  the 
£)ilowing joint  resolution: 

Raohtd,  That  the  Pi«sideot  of  the  Senate  and 
8pefthcr  of  the  Hoose  of  RepresentatiTM  be  authoriaad 
Co  dote  this  Bfrnnn,  by  adjoummant  of  their  reapective 
HoosM,  on  — *—  iho  — -^  daj  of  April  next 

The  resolntioii  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  of  Ddaware,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciarv  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  ol  making  suitable  pro- 
piston  for  the  accommodation  of  the  courts  of  the 
Uoiled  States  at  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina  j 
and  in  the  several  States  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Litinoston,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
iato  the  expediency  of  vesting  in  the  corporation 
of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  all  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  the  streets,  squares,  and  roads, 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans ;  and  also  to  all  the 
lands  lying  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  which, 
by  the  original  plan  thereof,  was  left  vacant  be- 
tireeo  the  booses  and  lots  fronting  the  levee  and 
the  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LiviNoeTOif,  the  Committee 
oa  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  examine  and 
Kport  whether  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law 
for  making  the  system  of  practice  in  the  courts  of 
the  Uaited  States  in  the  district  of  Louisiana  con- 
fonaaUe  to  that  of  the  State  courts  in  that  State. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  ioint.  resolution  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  Peale's  portrait  of  Ckneral  Wasbino- 
TOJi,  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee; and  Messrs.  Breck,  Udree,  Merger,  Sir- 
L£r,McDiipriE,  Metcalfe,  and  McArthuR,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  fol« 
lowing  titles,  viz :  An  act  reeulating  the  trans- 
portation of  gold  and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and 
jewels,  and  carrying  of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit 
the  receipt  of  merchandise,  in  the  public  vessels 


of  the  United  States ;  An  act  for  the  gradual  sup- 
ply of  cannon,  bombs,  howitz,  shot,  shells,  and 
materials  for  carriages,  for  the  fortifications,  and 
other  purposes ;  An  act  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ing of  certain  assistants  in  the  General  Lana  Of- 
fice ;  An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Alfred  Moore  and 
Sterling  Orgain,  assignees  of  Morris  Liodsey ;  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Venable  ana  Jane 
Morgan  ;  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  Stewart  called  up  the  resolution  formerly 
offered  by  him,  in  relation  to  a  change  of  the  hour 
of  adjournment,  from  twelve  to  eleven  o'clock. 

On  considering  this  question,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called  for.  and  wer»— yeas  99  nays  57. 

The  House  navin?  agreed  to  consider  it,  a  de- 
bate arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Stewart,  Camp- 
RBLL,  of  Ohio,  Cook,  and  Tracy  advocated,  and 
Messrs.  Whipple,  Mercer,  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Stevenson,  opposed  its  adoption. 

Before  any  question  was  taken,  the  hour  elapsed, 
an^  the  debate  was  superseded  by  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

G£NBRAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mn  McLane,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  making  provision  for  the  support  of  (Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1824 ;  and  the  question  still 
being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  to  strike 
out  the  word  Lima,  in  that  section  of  the  bill 
which  provides  the  means  of  sending  Ministers  to 
the  Republics  of  South  America,  the  debate  of 
yesterday  was  renewed,  and  became,  in  some  de- 
gree, extended  to  the  consideration  oi  our  general 
relations  with  the  South  American  States. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  ¥ras  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Forsyth,  Taylor,  MoLane,  Trimrle, 
Floyd,  and  Mallary,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 

WiCKLIFFB,    StORRS,    BuCBANAN,    LivINQSTON, 

FtJLLER,  and  McKim. 

Messrs.  Bartlbtt,  Sibley,  and  Foot,  of  Con- 
necticut, also  spoke,  but  only  for  the  purpose  of 
asking  or  of  commnnicating  facts,  and  not  directly 
taking  part  in  the  debate. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  name  of  Lima  was 
advocated  on  the  ground  that  the  appointment  of 
a  resident  Minister  at  that  place  was  unnecessary, 
as  a  Charg6  des  Afiaires  or  a  Consul  might  an- 
swer every  purnose.  A  Cha^6  des  Afiaires  had 
been  appointed  last  year^  and  no  change  had  since 
occurred  to  render  a  Minister  necessary ;  that  we^ 
have  no  evidence  that  the  (Government  of  Peru 
does,  or  ever  has,  desired  the  residence  of  a  Min- 
ister from  this  (government ;  that  it  cannot  be  of 
any  service  to  the  interests  of  Pern;  that,  when 
the  Republic  of  Colombia  solicited  a  recognition 
of  her  mdependenoe  and  sent  a  Minister  here,  we 
kept  him  waiting  for  years  in  the  ^Ueries  of  this 
House,  without  so  much  as  admitting  him  to  set  a 
foot  in  the  lobby,  and  that,  too,  even  after  the  in- 
dependence of  Colombia  was  fully  ascertained. 
But -the  independence  of  Peru  was  not,  to  this 
hour,  officially  recognised,  if,  indeed,  it  were  fiiUy 
established — and  no  Minister  had  been  sent  from 
that  Ctovernraent  here.    That  before  Ministers  hftd 
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been  seot  to  Bueoos  Ayrcs,  Chili,  or  any  other  of 
the  South  American  GoTernmentS)  the  indepen- 
dence of  those  Governments  had  not  only  been 
achieved,  but  had  stood  some  test  of  time.  But 
Peru  was  lately  in  the  power  of  a  Dictator,  and 
it  is  even  now  said,  that  her  capital  is  in  the  pos- 
session of  hostile  troops.  At  all  events,  the  ap* 
propriation  called  for  in  this  bill  is  unnecessary, 
because  there  is  already  a  balance  from  former  ap- 
propriations, fully  adequate  to  meet  the  expense  of 
this  mission.  The  appropriation  is  more  than 
needless,  it  is  improper ;  inasmuch  as  it  has  the 
aspect  of  a  measure  stimulating  the  £rxecutive  to 
this  mission.  He  has  the  subject  entirely  within 
his  discretion ;  and  the  prudence  with  which  he 
has  heretofore  employed  discretionary  authority, 
in  respect  to  our  foreign  relations,  entitles  him  to 
the  unreserved  confidence  of  this  UoUse.  The  re- 
solve formerly  passed  by  Congress,  pledging  its 
support  to  the  President,  in  sundry  missions  to 
such  of  the  South  American  Governments  as 
should  succeed  in  establishing  their  independence, 
was  in  general  terms,  and  did  not  specify  any  Gov- 
ernment in  particular.  Why  should  We  depart 
from  that  course,  in  relation'  to  Peru,  a  Govern- 
ment whose  independence  had  never  yet  been  re- 
cognised ?  As  her  situation  is  different  from  that 
of  the  four  other  Governments  enumerated  in  this 
clause,  she  can  have  no  good  cause  to  be  offended 
that  no  Minister  is  sent  to  her,  while  Ministers  are 
sent  to  them.  And,  if  a  Minister's  presence  should 
at  any  time  be  requisite,  it  would  oe  easy  to  send 
one  of  the  others  to  Peru,  for  a  limited  time.  This 
has  been  done  in  th^  case  of  several  of  our  Min- 
isters at  the  Courts  of  Europe* 

The  motion  was  opposed  on  the  consideration 
that  we  have  already  a  large  commercial  inter- 
course with  Peru  (and  shall  have  more)  which  is 
subjected  to  many  embarrassments,  and  to  consid- 
erable risk,  from  the  want  of  a  suitable  represen- 
tative of  this  Government  there ;  cargoes  are  con* 
signed  to  native  merchants--^re  seized  on  slight 
pretences,  and  even  our  navv  officers  have  had  to 
turn  negotiators  to  preserve  them  from  confiscation. 
This  commerce  is  sometimes  very  profitable,  a 
large  market  exists  for  our  home  manufactures 
and  our  flour,  (the  latter  article  sometimes  bring- 
ing twenty-five  and  thirty-six  dollars  a  barrel.)  If 
we  send  a  Minister  to  the  other  four  Governments, 
and  not  to  Lima,  what  will  be  the  appearance  of 
such  a  line  of  conduct  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  ?  It 
will  be  inferred  that  we  do  not  intend  to  recog- 
nise Peru.  This  iK^as  especially  to  be  avoided  at 
this  moment,  lest  it  should  be  said,  that  while  no 
dangers  threaten  we  could  make  a  gascooadinff 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the  South 
American  States;  but,  so  soon  as  one  of  them 
was  menaced  with  attack,  we  were  glad  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  fact  of  not  having  formally  ac- 
knowledged its  independence  to  turn  about  and 
retrace  our  steps. .  We  ought  not  only  to  do  noth- 
ing to  encourage  such  an  idea,  but  we  ought  to 
put  it  down  bv  measures  which  could  not  be  mis- 
understood. The  independence  of  Peru  was  not 
doubtful,  and,  though  we  have  not  recognised  her 
in^tYidual  independence,  yet  the  act  of  181^  took 


the  general  ground  which  covers  her  case.    If  we 
strike  Lima  from  this  bill,  and  Peru  should  after- 
wards be  attacked  by  the  Holy  Alliance,  how  can 
we  say  any  thin^  to  those  Powers  in  opposition  to 
the  most  tyrannical  acts  against  her  ?    The  dec- 
laration 01  the  President  in  his  last  Message  has 
been  echoed  from  every  American  heart,  and  has 
produced  a  great  sensation  in  Europe.    Shall  we 
not  act  in  the  spirit  of  that  Message  ?    Shall  we 
stand  on  etiquette  with  an  infant  republic  just 
passed  through  the  last  agony  in  struggling  for 
ner  independence?     We  do  not,  by  retaining 
Lima,  hasten  or  stimulate  the  Executive;  bat 
only  give  what,  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  he  has  applied  to  us  to  provide ;  and  thus 
redeem  to  him  ^e  pledge  we  gave  in  1622.  Though 
no  resident  Minister  may  be  necessary,  none  but  a 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  can  conclude  a  treaty, 
and  our  commercial  interests  require  that  a  treaty 
shall  be  entered  into  as  soon  as  practicable,  lest 
commercial  rivals  anticipate  us,  and  obtain  for 
themselves  advantages  and  privileges  to  our  ex- 
clusion or  injury.    But  higher  considerations  point 
to  the  same  policy.    Republican  government  is 
lost  in  Europe,  save  in  one  free  country — it  is 
straggling  successfully  in  the  Southern  Hemis- 
phere of  our  own  continent.    It  is  time  that  ipve 
formed  an  American  spirit.    The  political  princi- 
ples of  our  own  Grovernment  ^Ued  on  us  to  es- 
tablish the  interests  of  freedom  in  other  Gk>Teni- 
ments,  and  to  sanction  and  confirm  the  represen- 
tative principle  wherever  it  is  acted  on — especially 
near  home. 

As  to  there  being  a  balance  already  in  the  hmnds 
of  the  Department  of  State*~if  so,  why  mre  we 
furnished  with  estimates,  and  why  was«  this  item 
introduced  into  the  bill  of  appropriations  ?  and,  if 
it  is  not  expended,  the  money  will  only  return  into 
the  Treasury.  So  far  from  our  having  no  need 
of  a  Minister  in  Peru,  we  need  one  more  there 
than  in  Ohili,  or  almost  any  other  part  of  Soath 
America. 

As  to  etiquette,  in  only  sending  a  Minister  where 
we  have  first  received  one,  all  nations,  as  such, 
are  equal,  and  one  party  must  begin.  There  is  a 
magnanimity  in  waiving  considerations  of  thi^ 
sort  toward  Grovernments  just  struggling  into  in' 
dejpendence.  If  we  stand  on  ceremony,  let  it  \m 
with  the  old  and  the  strong  Governments  of  thi 
European  work).  Etiquette  is  a  very  d«Hibtfu 
principle  of  action  for  a  free  Republic ;  and  it  i 
to  be  hoped  it  will  never  stand  m  the  way  of  i 
just,  wise,  and  generous  policy. 

The  Committee  rose  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brsiti 
at  half  past  4  o'dook. 


Frioat,  March  12. 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  of  Clairrn 
made  a  report  on  the  case  of  Peter  Yendes,  ^i 
companied  by  a  biH  for  his  relief;  which  bill  ^w^ 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tk 
Whole. 

Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  from  the  CoTnmj 
tee  of  ^ Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  re^Ferr^ 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act  For  tl 


1769 


BISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1770 


Uarcb,  182iL 


CfenertU  Appropriatum  BiU. 


H.  or  R. 


relief  of  die  legal  representatiyet  of  Aadrew 
Mitchell,  deeeas^l,"  reported  the  same  without 
ameadmeot,  aod  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  oa  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacques 
Myotte,  Francois  Charpenkie,  and  Jean  Baptiste 
Laducier;  whieh  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  RRilation  offered  on  a  former  day,  by  Mr. 
Stewart,  for  altering  the  hour  of  adjournment 
to  U  o'clock,  having  been  taken  tt|^  Mr.  Fimdlat 
BWTed  to  take  the  question  on  it  by  yeas  and 
oafs ;  but  the  House  refused,  twenty^ix  rising  in 
favor  of  it,  and  then  the  question  was  put  on  the 
resdotton,  and  decided  in  the  negatire — ayes  d5, 
aow73. 

Mr.  Flotd  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Snobtd,  That  the  thirty-fiist  rale  of  this  Hotife  be 

The  said  thirty-first  rule  is  as  follows : 
**A  mottoB  to  adjourn  shall  M  always  in  order  after 
feor  a'doek,  p.  m.,  bat,  befon  that  hoar,  it  shall  not 
be  ia  order,  if  there  be,  at'  the  timo,  any  qaeatio0 
pendiof  before  the  House ;  that,  and  the  motion  to 
lie  oa  the  table  shall  be  decided  without  debate." 

A  bill  from  the  Senate, "  for  the  relief  of  Sarah 
Ve&able  and  Jane  Morgan,"  was  twice  read,  and 
referred  to  xhfe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  '*  for  the  benefit  of  Al- 
fred Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain,  assignees  of  Mor- 
ris Liospy,"  -was  twice  read,  and  referred. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  authorize  the  em- 
ployment of  certain  assistant  draughtsmen  in  the 
General  Liand  Office,^'  was  twice  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the  gradual  sup- 
ply of  cannon,  bombs,  howitz,  shot,  shells,  and 
materiab  for  the  fortifications,  and  other  pur- 
poses," was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  <*  regulating  the  trans- 
^  portation  of  gold  and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and 
'jewels,  and  carrying  of  passengers,  and  to  pro- 
'  hibit  the  receipt  of  merchandise  in  the  public  ves- 
^  sels  of  the  United  States,"  was  twice  read,  and 
comaittted  to  the  Committee  on  Naral  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Longfellow,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  ezpediencjT  of  remorine  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  which  are  now  nolden  at  Wiseftssef,  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  to  Portland,  in  the  same 
6uie. 

Mr.  Rankin  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  taUe  for  consideration  to-morrow : 

Re$ohtd^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  be 
directed  to  inform  this  House,  at  the  next  session  of 
CoD^reis,  whether  the  number  of  land  offices  in  the 
Cnited  States  may  not  be  diminished,  by  consoKdat- 
in^  the  land  districts,  or  otherwise,  without  any  in- 
j^TT  to  the  pobKc  interest,  or  material  inconvenience 
to  lodrnduals  ;  and  that  he  report  such  a  plan  for  the 
locati«Mi  of  the  land  offices,  and  reorganization  of  the 
laad  districts,  as  will  better  promote  the  pubUc  inter- 
eat,  than  the  present  location  and  organiaatioii  of  the 


sane ;  with  sneh  infomatioa  as  to  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  offices,  ssTeraity,  as  may  enable 
Congress  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  diseonttnntng 
any  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Spaigrt,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  erecting  a  lighthouse  on  Shell  Castle 
island,  m  Pamptico  sound. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  haYe  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson ;"  also,  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Wey- 
mouth ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

GBNERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Campbell  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill 
makinff  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gorem- 
ment  lor  the  year  1024. 

And,  the  question  being  on  the  following  amend- 
ment, offered  by  Mr.  Stobrs — "  for  the  support 
of  such  missions  as  hare  been,  <Mr  may,  hereafter, 
be  sent  to  the  independent  Governments  of  South 
America,  the  sum  of  $36,000,  in  addition  to  tbe 
unexpended  balance  of  the  sum  of  $100,000,  here- 
tofore Uppropriated  for  that  purpose :" 

Mr.  FoBSYTH  moTed  to  strike  out  the  317th, 
318th.  and  319th  lines,  and  insert  "  for  the  sala- 
ries 01  the  Ministers  or  Charges  des  Affaires  of  the 
United  States,  who  may  be  appointed  to  the  Con- 
tinent of  America,  $36,000." 

The  Chair  pronounced  the  motion  not  in  order — 
when  Mr.  Storbs  withdrew  that  previously  of- 
fered by  him,  and  Mr.  Fobstth  explained  tbe 
alteration  he  proposed. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ayes  113. 

Mr.  McLame  moved  to  fill  tbe  blank,  in  the 
323d  line,  by  inserting  $18,000,  (for  salaries  of  the 
several  Secretaries  of  Legation ;)  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CocKE  objected  to  the  item  making  provi- 
sion for  "  Agents  of  Claims  at  London  or  Paris," 
and  called  for  information,  which  was  givea  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

A  similar  objection  was  made  to  the  item  pro- 
viding for  "  expenses  of  the  comiAission  under 
the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent."  Mr. 
McLanc  explained. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson  offered,  as  an  amendment 
to  the  bill,  tbe  insertion  of  the  following  item : 

After  line  329;  insert  "  for  compensation  to  an 
Agent*  (to  be  appointed  by  tbe  President,)  on  the 
I  part  of  the  United  States,  to  collect,  arrange,  and  lay 
before^ the  Commissioners,  under  tbe  convention  rela- 
ting to  the  slaves  carried  away,  in  contravention  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the  evidence 
of  the  claima,  which  have  been,  or  may  be,  transmit- 
ted by  the  cloinants,  $2,000. 

Mr.  Stevenson  supported  this  amendment  by 
an  explanation  of  the  tacts  of  the  case,  and  laid 
before  tbe  House  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cheves,  one 
of  the  Commissioners  under  the  Treaty,  wntten 
in  reply  to  another  addressed  to  him  by  Mr.  Ste- 
venson. - 
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The  ameDdment  gave  rise  to  a  debate,  which  oe- 
cttpied  the  House  for  more  than  an  hour.  It  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassbtt, 
Tucker,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Bailet,  McDuf- 
PIE,  Mercer,  and  Ingham,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Forsyth,  MqCoy,  MoLai^e,  Webster,  Ran- 
dolph, and  WicKLiFFE. 

It  was  supported  on  the  ground  that  the  treatr 
having  directed  the  Commissioners  to  receive  such 
evidence  respecting  the  losses  of  American  citizens 
as  should,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  be 
laid  before  them,  and  it  being  requisite  that  very 
considerable  investigation  should  be  had  before  the 
number  and  average  value  of  the  slaves  lost  could 
be  ascertained,  this  officer  was  to  be  considered  as 
an  agent,  not  of  the  claimants,  but  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  obtaining  information  which- the  Presi- 
dent was  to  lay  before  the  Commissioners ;  he  had 
thus  far  performed  his  duty  with  diligence,  and 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  those  interested ;  his 
services  were  still  necesssary ;  the  claimants  had 
been  led  to  calculate  on  the  continuance  of  those 
services — and  to  drop  this  officer  now  would  be 
seriously  injurious  to  them,  and  look  like  a  want 
of  good  faitn  in  the  Government  towards  its  citi- 
zens ;  the  salary  was  moderate ;  the  person  thus 
employed  was  not  to  be  a  permanent  officer ;  he 
was  merely  such  an  agent  as  the  President  had  a 
right  to  employ. 

The  grounds  of  objection  were,  that  such  an  offi- 
cer was  not  needed,  or  if  he  were,  as  bis  employ- 
ment was  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  claimants 
interested,  they  ought  to  pay  him ;  that  when  a 
proposal  was  made  to  employ  an  agent  of  claims 
unoer  the  Florida  treaty^,  Congress  refused  to  ap- 
point one ;  that  the  claimants  ought  to  have  the 
choice  of  their  own  agent ;  and  if  they  should  choose 
one  and  Congress  appoint  another,  there  might 
be  collision ;  that  the  number  of  slaves  lost  was 
not  ver]^  great ;  that  it  could  be  matter  of  no  such 
great  difficulty  to  settle  the  average  value ;  thb 
agent  had  already  been  employed  a  whole  year,, 
time  enough,  surely,  to  collect  the  necessary  facts, 
and  if  continued  much  longer  his  salary  would 
cost  more  than  the  slaves.  That  it  was  an  impro- 
per mode  of  legislation  to  create  offices  by  an  ap- 
propriation bill ;  this  officer  was  not  responsible-- 
the  law  made  his  salary  sure^  and  he  might  sit 
down  at  his  own  house  and  do  nothing,  and  it 
must  be  paid. 

Mr.  Tucker  suggested  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  by  inserting  after  the  word  President, 
"by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate."  Mr. 
Stevenson  accepted  of  this  as  a  modification  of 
his  motion  ;  and  the  question  being  taken,  on  the 
amendment  thus  modified,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas  67,  nays  108. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  word  "  fourth," 
in  the  330th  line,  was  stricken  out.  The  item, 
thus  amended,  will  read : 

**  For  expenses  of  carrying  into  effect  the  sixth  and 
Mveifth  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  including  the 
compensation  of  the  commissioners,  agents,  and  sor- 
▼eyor«,  and  their  contingent  expenseK,  aixteen  ihou* 
sand  dellors." 


Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  out  this  entire  item 
in  the  bill.    The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  an  additional  item 
was  inserted,  granting  thirty  thousand  dollars 
for  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbery 
Powers. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  the  following  amendment: 
"  for  the  services  of  an  artificer  in  the  Patent  Office 
$500;"  but,  after  considerable  discussion,  the 
amendment  was  for  the  present  withdrawn. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  the  following — 

«Por  compepeation  for  extra  clerks  employed  in 
the  General  Post  Office,  during  the  last  year,  #989  85  ;*'^ 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  the  following  items,  which 
were  agreed  to: 

'*  For  compensation  of  nine  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  at  #2  eadi 
per  day,  for  sixty  days,  #1,080." 

**For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  including  the  printing  of- the  laws  of  said 
Territory,  #1,300. 

**  For  the  salaries  of  the  secretaries  of  the  land  com- 
missioners of  East  and  West  Florida,  at  $1,S60  eaek, 
#2,500." 

Mr.  McLane  moved  the  following — 

"  For  the  completion  of  the  medals  voted  by  Con- 
gress to  certain  General  Officen,  to  purchase  gold  for 
the  medals,  and  to  replace  General  Macomb's  medal, 
#2,350." 

The  item  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Cocke  moved  the  following,  to  come  in 
after  the  second  section: 

"  And  provided  also.  That  no  person  receiving  an 
annual  salary  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  shall  receive  any  thing  in  addition  thereto^  for 
any  services  whatever,  by  way  of  perquisites  or  extra 
compensation,  except  fees  of  office,  which  may  be  es- 
tablished by  law." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  moved  to  strike  oat  the  334tl^i 
and  335th  lines,  viz :  "  For  contingent  expenses; 
of  foreign  intercourse,  $40,000."  This  motion^ 
after  considerable  discussion,  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Henry  moved  the  following  amendmen  i 
at  the  end  of  the  294th  line: 

"For  removing  obstructions  to  the  navigatioQ  ^; 
the  Ohio  river,  from  Pittsburg  to  its  month,  and  f<^  i 
removing  obstroctions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Misai^i 
sippi,  from  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans,  ^75,000." 

Upon  submitting  the  amendment,  Mr.  Henr^j 
remarked,  that  it  involved  a  question  of  immeii^ 

importance  to  a  large  portion  of  our  population- 

to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  extensive  r^ion  bi^i 
yond  the  Alleghany  mountain,  whose  intere&ii 
were  vitally  affected  by  the  existing  impedimeo.  ^ 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississtp  ^i 
rivers.  He  felt  it  to  be  his  dutj^,  however,  c^' 
everv  occasion,  to  pursue  a  candid  policy.  h-^\ 
would  not  disguise  the  fact,  that  a  bill  had  be^^^ 
already  reported  by  him,  from  the  Committee  ^z\ 
Roads  ana  Canals,  which  had  for  its  object  t^  )| 
removal  of  those  obstructions,  but,  owing  to  t.  )| 
lateness  of  the  period  at  wbich  it  was  reported,  | 
was  apprehensive  that  it  could  not  be  regula  ^ 
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niched  doring  the  sesstoD,  and  had,  therefore, 

tboQgfat  proper  to  introduce  the  proposition  in  the 

present  shape. 

Mr.  Mcll&if  E,  of  Delaware,  hoped  that,  as  there 

bill  already  reported  having  in  view  the 


was  a 


same  object,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  would 
vitbdraw  his  amendment,  and  not  embarrass  the 
present  bill  bf  a  discussion  which  might  continue 
several  days.  That  he  had  no  doubt  the  gentle- 
man would  haye  an  opportunity  of  calling  up  his 
bill  before  the  end  of  the  session. 


Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  expressed  his  hope  that  his    Whole. 


ment  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  said  Beard ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pldmer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red a  Message  from  the  President  upon  the  sub- 
ject, reported  a  bill  confirming  certain  acts  of 
James  Miller,  as  Grovernor  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 


ei^eagoe  would  withdraw  his  amendment.  He 
admitted  that  the  course  was  not  unusual ;  that, 
in  an  approfwiatioa  bill  at  a  former  session,  at  hU 
instance,  a  similar  provision  had  been  introduced 
for  a  nearly  similar  purpose;  But  he  hoped  that, 
if  the  amendment  was  withdrawn,  the  House 
vooid  feel  disposed  to  indulge  a  spirit  of  liberality 
towards  the  bill  which  had  been  reported  upon 
this  subject,  and  would  permit  his  colleague  to 
call  it  up  at  a  period  as  early  as  possible. 

Mr.  Henrt  remarked,  that  he  could  assure  the 
geotleman  from  Delaware  that  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  embarrass  the  progress  of  the  present  bill. 
Tbat  he  felt  a  deep  solicitude  to  relieve  the  people 
of  the  West  from  the  obstacles,  the  removal  of 
which  was  contemplated ;  tbat  he  was  fearful  the 
hill  reported  hy  him  might  not  be  reached  ia  time 
to  be  sufficiently  acted  upon  during  the  session, 
and  had  been  advised  by  several  grave  and  expe- 
rienced statesmen  to  present  the  question  in  the 
shape  of  an  amendmeAt  to  the  present  bill.  He 
could  not,  however,  resist  the  solicitations  of  the 

Smtleman  from  Delaware  and  his  colleague,  (the 
peaker,)  and  he  would  withdraw  his  proposed 
ameodment,  with  the  hope  that  the  House  would 
be  disposed  to  indulge  him  with  an  early  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  '^  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers." 

Mr.  Bassett,  of  Virginia,  said,  lest  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  might  take  silence  for  con- 
^t,  and  suppose  that  the  House  meant  to  pledse 
itself  to  give  hioi  the  indulgence  alluded  to,  he 
for  one  would  say,^  that  he  would  give  no  such 
pledge—that  he  was  opposed  to  the  measure,  and 
he  feJt  no  disposition  to  extend  the  indulgence 
solicited. 

Mr.  McLane  rose  to  assure  the  gentleman  from 
Kcntoeky  that  he  felt  a  disposition  friendly  to  the 
ii&proveraent  of  the  navigation  of  those  rivers, 
>Bd  felt  disposed  to  erant  the  indulgence  at  as 
ttriv  a  period  as  possible. 

Mr.  Hbmrt One  word  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia.  I  thank  him  for  his  candor, 
aad  hope  he  is  entirely  singular  in  his  disposition. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
u  amended ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  13. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  so 
mneh  of  the  petition  of  David  Beard,  as  relates 
to  the  loss  of  merchandise  brought  to  the  United 
totes  from  Canada,  in  1812,  after  the  commence- 


The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Ran- 
kin (respecting  land  districts  and  land  offices) 
was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson,"  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  tg  the  Committee  of  Claima. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Dean  Weymouth,"  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

NAVY  HOSPITAL  FUND. 

The  Speak£R  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Commissioners  of  Navy  Hospitals,  made 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the 
20th  of  January  last;  which  was  read^  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

Nayx  DxpASTiixHT,  Morch  16,  1884. 

8tB :  In  answer  to  the  resolotion  of  the  Hooie  of 
Representatives  of  the  80th  January,  **  That  the  Com- 
mtssioners  of  the  Navy  Hospitals  be  directed  to  report 
to  this  House  the  amount  of  the  sums  which  tney 
have  received  and  expended  by  virtue  of  the  act,  en- 
titled **An  act  esUblishing  Navy  Hoepttola;"  the  bal- 
ance remaining  in  their  hands  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1823,  designating  the  aum  which  has  been  *  ab- 
sorbed in  the  pay  of  the  Navy,  and  which  is  due  to 
the  Hospital  Fund,'  and  what  measures  they  have 
adopted  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  said  act/' 
we  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  with  a  statement 
of  the  accounts  in  the  Auditor's  Office,  showing  the 
receipts  and  disbursements  of  said  fund  up  to  the  diet 
of  December,  1828. 

The  law  separating  the  Naval  from  the  Marine 
Hospital  Found  was  passed  on  the  S6th  February, 
1811.  On  that  day  a  balance  of  $3,782  86,  standing 
to  the  credit  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Fund,  was  car- 
ried to  the  credit  of  the  Naval  Hoepalal  Fund.  This 
sum,  with  the  deductions  authorised  by  law,  from  the 
pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  constitutes 
the  whole  of  the  Navy  Hospitsl  Fund.  These  deduc- 
tions have  been  regularly  made  whenever  the  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  have  received  their  pay,  and  the 
suma  so  deducted  have  been,  left  in  the  **  pay  of  the 
Navy,"  which  is  of  course  responsible  for  them.  They 
were  not,  in  the  first  instance,  drawn  from  the  "  pay 
of  the  Navy,'*  at  the  times  in  which  they  accrued,  in 
conseqaence  of  the  war  which  succeeded  the  passage 
of  the  laW|  and  were  leH  in  the  same  situation  for  sev- 
eral years  afterwards. 

By  the  report  made  on  the  39th  of  October,  1823, 
it  appears  that  tho  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  fund  at 
that  time  was  $117,074  34;  sihce  which  the  deduc 
tions  from  the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines ^ 
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and  for  which  the  "p*y  of  the  Navj*'  u  respouMble, 
hftve  amounted  to  12,638  61,  making  the  Navy  Hos- 
pital Fandf  on  the  SUt  December,  1823,  amount  to 
$119,712  95,  excluaive  of  the  amount  which  hae  been 
under  the  control  of  the  comraiaaioners. 

After  the  establishment  of  the  fund  in  February, 
1811,  and  before  the  30th  of  September,  1821,  the  ex- 
penditnrea  by  the  commissioners  amounted  to  $10,- 
652  85;  since  that  time  there  has  been  drawn  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commissioners, 
$43^335  87;  and,  in  September,  1823,  $18,000  were 
paid  for  a  site  for  a  naval  hospital  near  the  navy  yard  at 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts.  These  three  sums  add- 
ed together  make  $71,988  72,  which,  added  to  the 
sum  of  $1 19,712  95,  for  which  the  "pay  of  the  navy" 
is  responsible,  makea  $191,701  67,  being  the  whole 
amount  of  money  which  has  accrued  to  the  fund  since 
its  establishment. 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  perceiTed  that  the 
only  funds  which  the  commissioners  can  immediately 
eontrol  for  the  objects  of  the  law,  are  those  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  viz:  $43,385  87.  The  debt 
due  from  the  "pay  of  the  Navy"  can  only  be  paid  as 
balancea  of  the  appropriations  for  that  object  shall  re- 
main at  the  end  of  the  year ;  and  as  these  appropria- 
tions are  founded  upon  estimates  calculated  with  great 
care  and  accuracy,  and  are  barely  adequate  to  accom- 
plish their  object,  it  is  manifest  that  it  will  be  a  long 
time  before  the  fund  is  repaid,  and  the  commissioners 
will  have  the  control  of  dl  the  means  which  properly 
belong  to  it. 

The  delay  will  great^  postpone  the  aocomplish- 
.  ment  of  the  benevolent  purposes  of  the  law  creating 
the  fund,  and  do  injustice  to  those  who  have  contribu- 
ted to  it,  and  who,  by  the  delay,  will  be  deprived  of  its 
benefits. 

With  a  view  to  avoid  the  difficulties  which  have 
heretofore  existed  on  this  subject,  an  order  has  been 
given  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  to  make 
out,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  from  the  returns  of  the 
disbursing  officers,  a  statement  of  all  moneys  accruing 
to  the  Navy  Hospital  fund  during  the  quarter,  and 
give  a  regular  certificate  of  the  amount,  that  a  war- 
rant may  be  issued  for  the  same  in  favor  of  the  agent 
of  the  fund.  By  this  means  it  will,  at  the  end  of  each 
quarter,  receive  all  the  money  to  which  it  Is  entitled, 
and  the  "pay  of  the  Navy"  will  not  become  any  fut- 
dier  indebted  to  it. 

In  September)  1823,  the  commissioners  purchased  a 
aile  lor  a  hospital  adjoining  the  navy  yard  at  Charles- 
town,  Massachusetu,  for  which  they  paid  $1'8,000, 
and  have  made  a  contract  for  another  site  near  the 
navy  yard  at  Brooklyn.  These  are  aU  the  **  measures 
they  have  adopted  to  carry  into  eflfoct  the  provisions 
of  the  act.''    Kespectfolly,  Ac. 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 
J.  C.  CALHOUN, 
SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  SrxAKia  ofth€  Hvu9t  of  Rqpl'i, 

TaxAsuBT  DxpAnrxKiTT, 
Fwtrth  Audilor*8  Office,  Jan.  26, 1824. 

Sin :  In  obedience  to  the  request  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  21st  instant,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  relative  to  the  *' Naval  Hos- 
pital Fund,''  I  have  the  honor  to  report: 

That,  from  the  26th  Febraaiy,  1811,  to  the  Slst  De- 
cember, 1823,  there  has  been  passed  to  the  credit  of 


the  said  liind  on  the  hooka  of  this  office,  and  thorn  of 
the  Accountant  of  the  Navy,  the  sum  of  $187,918  61 
To  which  must  be  added  a  balance  stand- 
ing to  the  credit  of  the  *'  Marine  Hoe- 
piUl  Fund"  on  the  26ih  February, 
1811,  and  carried  to  the  credit  of  the 
*'  Naval  Hospital  Fund"    -        -        -         3,782  86 


From  this  sum  is  to  be  deducted  the 
amount  of  expenditures  to  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1821         -        -    $10,602  85 

Moneys  drawn  and  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  -      43,335  87 

Moneys  drawn  in  Septem- 
ber, 1823,  for  the  pay- 
ment  of  land  purchased 
ibr  a  naval  hospital  aate 
at  Boston     •        •        -      18,000  00 


$191,701  67 


71,988  73 
$119,712  95 


Leaving  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  **  ^aval  Hos- 
pital Fund"  on  the  books  of  this  office,  on  the  31st 
December,  1823,  of  one  hundred  and  nincteea  thous- 
and seven  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  ninety-five 
cents,  the  whole  of  which  has  been  absorbed  in  the 
<*  pay  of  the  Navy,"  and  for  which  the  appropriation 
for  that  object  is  responsible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  See. 

CONSTANT  FREEMAN,  Auditor, 

Hon.  S.  L.  SocTBAav  SeeWy  Naloy, 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Lloyd 
(for  expunging  the  31st  rule  of  the  Hoitse,  w^hich 
is  in  the  words  foliowtng :  ^'  A  motion  to  adjoorn 

<  shall  he  always  in  order  if  after  four  o^cl<»ck  p. 
'  m.;  but,  before  that  hour,  it  shall  not  be  in  order, 
'  if  there  be  at  thd  time  any  question  pending  be- 
'  fore  the  House ;  that,  and  the  motion  to  he  on 

<  the  table,  shall  be  decided  without  debate,")  was 
taken  up  for  oonsideratitjn. 

A  desultory  debate  arose  on  thb  queatioa,  ia 
which  Messrs.  Flotd,  Taylor,  of  New  York, 
Rich,  Stewart,  Whipple,  Little,  Allen,  of 
Massachusetts,  McCoy,  Krem  er,  Colpepik.  Ran- 
DOLPH,  Mc Arthur,  and  Martin oalb,  Iook  part. 

The  amendment,  on  motion  of  Messrs.  Littlb 
and  McCoy,  was  sueeessivelv  amended,  to  aa  to  re- 
tain thooe  clauses  of  it  whics  declare  that  the  mo-- 
tion  to  adjourn,  and  the  motion  to  lie  on  tbe  table, 
shall  be^lecided  without  debate.  On  striking  oujti 
the  residue  of  the  rule^  which  forbids  a  motion  to) 
adjourn  being  made  until  four  o'clock,  while  anjri 
question  is  pending  before  the  House,  the  yeasj 
and  nays  were  called  bf  Mr.  Taylor,  and  are  md 
follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alexi 
ander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Arche 
Bayhes,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bren 
Buck,  Burton,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  So 
Carolina,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Connc 
Culpeper,  Coabman,  Cnthbcrt,  Day,  Durfee,  Bwin 
Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  PennaylTama,  Edwards 
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North  CuoiiBtt  Floyd,  Foot  of  CoaiM«iicat»  Yonyiht 
fnat,  Gut,  Govan,  Gnrley,  Hall,  HamiltOD,  Harvey, 
Hajden,  Hajward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooka,  Jennings, 
F.  Johnson,  Latbrop,  Leftwich,  Litchfield,  LiTermore* 
Lirijigstoo,  Locke,  McCoy,  McDoffie,  McKee,  McLane 
ofDelawtre,  Mangum,  Mallary,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
MorgBB,  Nelion,  Newton,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire, 
Poioiett,  Prince,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
Richtrds,  Rives,  Rose,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Scott, 
Sbtrpe,  Sibley,  Alexander  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Spaight,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Ten  Eyck, 
lliofflpMB  of  Georgia,  Tomlineon,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina, 
Van  BoMcelaer,  WiUiama  of  New  York,  WiUiama  of 
ViilJjiiB,  WiUJama  of  North  CaroliiM,  Mid  WiUon  of 
8oaih  CtraltQa— 99. 

Kits— Messrs.  Adams,  Baiboor  of  Connecticut, 
Baaiett,  Bcecher,  Blair,  Brack,  Brown,  Buchainint 
Bvcfcoer,  Burleigh,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Coo- 
dict,  Cook,  Grafts,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Dwight, 
Ellis,  Farreay,Fiodlay,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward, 
Poller,  Gaxrison,  Gatlin,  Gaxlay,  Harris,  Henry,  Her- 
iioer,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Ingham, .  Isacks,  Jenk- 
m  J.  T.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence, 
LiocoiD,  Little,  Long,  Longfellow,  McArthut,  Mc- 
Keao,  McKim,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Matkley,  Martindale, 
Marrin,  MatUck,  Matson,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
syltania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Pat- 
terson of  Penn^Nania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of 
ProaaylTuija,  Rich,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sloane,  Arthur 
Smith,  Suadeler,  Stewart,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan, 
Tajlor,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tjfoo,  Udroe,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whip* 
pie,  WhitHsKy,  Wiute,  Wiekliffe,  Henry  Wilaon, 
Wil«Dj)  of  Ohio,  Wood,  and  Wrtght^-S9. 

The  Slid  tfairty*first  rule,  as  thus  amended,  is  as 
follows : 

"A  motion  to  adjotim  shall  be  always  in  order ;  tiiat 
BM<ioo,  and  the  motion  to  li^  on  the  table,  ahall  be 
dedded  without  debate." 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BtLL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Wkole,  on 
the  bill  oukiog  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Goremoeot  for  the  year  1824,  was  taken  up,  and 
ihe  amendments  agreed  to  in  Committee  were  in 
part  agreed  to. 

ThequalioB  being  on  concurring  in  the  ap- 
propriatioa  of  $25,000  for  the  north  portico  of  the 
rrKideai^s  house —  i 

Mr.  CosiiiiAif}  of  Maine,  addressed  the  House 
U)  the  following  effect : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  hope  the  article  under  consid- 
eratioa  will  be  retained  in  the  bill;  and  ,1  appeal 
^i^good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  House  for 
sappott;  Bor  do  I  despair  of  assistance  from  gen- 
tkaua  in  whosMe  nature  the  principles-  of  economy 
seem  to  be  deeply  radicaUd,  It  appears  from 
^^imenti  already  made,  that  the  portico,  to  erect 
which,  the  approfHriation  is  required,  is  a  part  of 
t^  origiul  pUn  of  the  house  built  for  the  use  of 
oof  Presidents.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  odi* 
^ce,  at  some  period  of  our  Republic,  is  to  be 
Wished.  The  present,  on  various  accounts,  ap* 
P»rs  to  be  the  proper  time  to  carry  on  the  work 
iij  eofopletioo.  Our  country  is  at  peace  with  all 
^  world,  and,  rich  in  resources,  can  command 
ample  fnnds ;  the  materiab  for  building  are  cheap ; 


the  price  of  labor  is  low;  the  Treasury  is  in  a  con- 
dition to  afford  the  expenditure;  and  there  seems 
to  be  a  laudable  spirit  to  countenance  economy, 
and  to  protect  domestic  industry ;  and  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  economy,  and  for  the  benefit  of  industry, 
among  other  reasons,  I  urge  the  appropriation. 
If  adequate  sums  should  be  granted,  the  public 
edifices,  in  the  course  of  two  years,  will  be  brought 
to  such  perfection,  that  the  skill  and  superinten- 
dence of  the  architects  may  be  dispensed  with, 
together  with  the  principal  artificers,  and  most  of 
the  workmen ;  and  hereby  a  great  safing  of  ex- 
pense will  be  made  to  the  nation.  These  consid- 
erations address  themselves  with  great  force  to 
our  passion  for  economy ;  and.  if  we  consult  its 
true  maxims,  we  shall  certainly  grant  the  appro- 
priation. But  there  are  other  reasons.  The  por- 
tico, when  completed,  will  be  not  merely  an  or- 
namental, but  a  useful  appendage. 

The  house  of  the  Pree>ident  resembles,  in  some 
respects,  a  city  set  on  a  'hill — it  cannot  be  hid. 
It  becomes  the  dignified  resort  of  citizens  and 
strangers,;  the  attractive  poinX  of  all  official  char- 
acters, hoth  of  the  United  States  and  of  foreign 
Governments.  Here,  also,  ase  to  be  seen^  on 
suitable  occasions,  brilliant  assemblages  of  both 
sexes-^a  bright  constellation  of.  beauty  and  ac- 
complishments. ,If  it  be  asked,  For  what  pur- 
Eose  1  Theanswer  is,  to  smooth  the  asperities  of 
uman  nature;  to  harmonize  what  is  harsh  or 
discordjiint  in  the  mind ;  to  refine  the  social  affec- 
tions ;  to  interchange  civilities ;  to  pay  respect  to 
the  Chief  Magistrateof  the  nation  and  his  family ; 
tp  relieve  the  State-vmrn  patriot  from  the  monoto- 
nous scene  of  business;  to  cherish  a  virtuous 
emulation,  and  to  foster  good  feelings. 

And  do  not  reason  and  propriety  require  that 
the  convenience  and  elegance  of  the  mansion 
should  be  adapted  to  the  station  and  dignity  of 
the  occupant,  and  to  the  respectability,  r^nement, 
and  delicacy,  of  his  guests?  Ought  not  every 
circumstance  and  appurtenance  conspire  to  give 
pleasure,  and  to  make  a  favorable  impression  of 
our  jiational  character  and  taste  ?  But,  sir,  what 
is  the  fact?  Need  I  remind  you  of  the  serious  in- 
conveniences to  be  encountered  on  an  inclement 
evening,  in  descending  from  the  carriage,  or  re- 
turning from  the  saloon  ?  If  the  healthy  and  ro- 
bust ot  our  sex  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  cold 
and  dampening  snows,  the  drenching  rains,  the 
piercing  winds,  or  the  noxious  vapors,  are  these 
elemental  annoyances  attended  with  no  ill  effects 
to  Xike/airer  and  more  ddioaU  portion  of  our  race  ? 
Must  they  be  debarred  the  social  pleasures  of  life, 
the  interviews  of  friendship,  or  be  obliged  to  enjoy 
them  at  the  expense  of  their  health  and  safety? 
Shall  I,  Mr.  Speaker,  be  more  explicit  ?  It  were 
useless,  before  such  an  assembly  as  this.  I  know 
your  urbanity.  I  duly  appreciate  the  gallant  spirit 
of  this  House.  To  tnese  I  appeal,  in  b^alf  of 
those,  to  accommodate  whom,  the  generous  gladly 
labor,  and 'for  whose  protection  the  brave  as  cheer- 
fully expose  themselves  to  hardships,  to  sufferings, 
and  wounds. 

Ti^re  are,  however,  other  strong  inducements. 
I  ask,  in  the  language  of  the  Roman  orator,  but 
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not  with  the  same  views,  '*  Qmam  rempMicam  ha-  \ 
hemut  7  In  qua  urbe  vivimtu  7"  Is  it  not  the  Re- 
public which  owes  its  eztstence  to  the  wisdom 
and  valor  of  our  sages  and  heroes  ?  Is  it  not  the 
city  which  bears  the  proud  name  of  Washing- 
ton ?  And  are  we  not  emulous  to  give  suitable 
dignitv  to  the  one,  and  appropriate  decorations  to 
the  other?  The  Capitol,  in  which  we  exert  our 
talents* and  display  our  eloquence  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare,  stands  on  an  emi- 
nence which  overlooks  a  vast  extent  of  country. 
As  far  as  the  eye  can  extend  its  vision,  the  rural 
scenery  around  borders  on  the  sublime  and  beau- 
tiful ;  and,  to  me,  it  seems  that  this  site,  and  land- 
scape, and  the  objects  presented  to  view,  invite 
us,  with  a  powerfiiJ.  though  silent,  eloquence,  to 
give  to  the  metropolis  of  our  nation  correspondent 
magnificence  and  beauty. 

The  proud  oppressors  of  the  earth,  at  different 
periods  of  time,  have  erected  cities  to  their  own 
fame,  and  adorned  them  with  spoils  of  conquered 
nations.  Not  so  is  it  with  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton. The  people  of  the  United  States,  prompted 
by  motives  which  do  honor  to  the  Republican 
character,  decreed  it,  and  are  rearing  it  up  to 
perpetuate  the  name  of  the  Father  of  his  Codntry. 
As  long  as  our  Republic  shall  remain,  it  will  be 
a  standing  monument  to  his  glory. 

And  wul  it  not  be  gratifying  to  the  best  feelings 
of  patriotism,  and  become  a  noble  excitement  to 
emulation,  to  behold  the  stately  structures  corres- 

Sonding  to  the  greatness  of  his  achievements,  re- 
ecting  the  splendor  of  his  talents  and  the  munifi- 
cence of  his  virtues.  But,  in  all  things,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  would  observe  the  golden  mean.  I 
am  no  advocate  for  extravagant  expense,  empty 
parade,  and  useless  ostentation.  I  only  aim  at 
simple  grandeur.  But  I  certainly  entertain  the 
opinion  that,  of  all  governments,  a  republic  ought 
to  appear  with  sober  pomp  and  modest  splendor. 
Not  the  dazzling  radiance  of  a  throne  is  here  re- 
flected; but  the  mild  lustre,  the  serene  majesty, 
of  the  sovereign  people. 

Whatever  Be  the  intrinsic  excellence  of  an  in- 
dividual, it  not  unfrequeatly  happens,  that,  for  the 
want  of  a  certain  decorum,  a  bland  manner,  or  an 
ingratiating  deportment,  his  superior  endowments 
are  of  diminished  utility  to  himself  and  to  his 
fellow-men.  "Dead  flies  cause  the  ointment  of 
the  apothecary  to  send  forth  an  unsavory  per- 
fume ;  so  doth  a  little  folly  him  who  is  in  reputa- 
tion for  wisdom  and  honor."  It  is  the  same  with 
government.  For  the  want  of  a  smooth  and  at- 
tractive exterior,  by  which  the  harsh  features  of 
power  are  softened,  it,  alienates  public  opinion, 
and  loses  somewhat  of  its  authority  to  promote 
the  public  ffood.  Hence,  the  wisdom  of  giving  to 
our  KepubRc,  and  all  appurtenant,  those  graceful 
decorations,  which,  by  the  law  of  our  nature,  con- 
ciliate attachment  and  engage  esteem. 

In  the  course  of  my  reading,  1  have  somewhere 
met  with  an  observation  of  this  import — "  Great 
men  first  make  the  government,  and  then  the 
government  makes  great  men."  Certain  it  is, 
,that  our  Government  was  founded  by  men  pre- 
eminently great.    And  it  is  equally  true  that  they 


endowed  it  with  the  capacity  to  produce  their  oi 
likeness.  "  My  heart's  desire,  and  even  prayer 
God,"  is,  that  this  native  tendency,  or  inhere 
capacity,  may  never  be  counteracted  or  impair 
by  a  short-sighted,  narrow-minded,  heart-sick< 
in^,  energy-destroying  policy.  I  have  no  sym) 
thies  in  common  with  those  politicians,  on  wb 
ever  part  of  the  globe  they  may  dwell,  who  { 
for  waging  an  exterminating  war  with  all  thai 
decorous  and  ornamental  in  society ;  whose  poli 
whatever  be  their  motive,  tends  to  replungej 
civilized  world  into  the  depths  of  Gothic  ig{ 
ranee  and  grossness,  and,  vandal-like,  to  invo 
the  lofty  couimn,  the  magnificent  dome,  the  sup 
structures,  the  proud  monuments  of  art,  the  U 
and  glory  of  refined  ages,  together  with  the  wc 
of  genius  and  taste,  in  one  indiscriminate  n 
It  is  the  office  of  the  statesman  not  to  pull  dol 
but  to  build  up;  not  to  deteriorate,  but  to 
prove  his  country.  And  the  genuine  patriotj 
the  work  of  amelioration  and  embellishment,  i 
feel  the  generous  ardor,  the  noble  enthusiasm 
the  poet  who  paints  for  eternity.  Our  Repa 
is  not  destined  to  crawl  on  the  ground,  and  I 
on  dust,  like  the  serpent.  It  is  now  erect,  an 
the  image  of  its  creators.  Its  genius,  like  th 
is  elevated  and  noble.  The  American  £ag| 
capable  of  a  flight  as  lofty,  and.  in  the  cauj 
liberty  and  humanity,  far  more  glorious,  thai] 
Roman.  This  emblem  of  our  greatness  alri 
appears  with  healing  under  her  wings,  whici 
due  time,  I  trust,  will  be  benignly  extended 
all  oppressed  nations. 

Mr.  MgAbtbcr,  of  Ohio,  rose  in  reply, 
should  not  attempt,  he  said,  to  follow  the  gen  tie 
from  Maine,  in  all  the  windings  of  the  lea 
speech  hehad  justdelivered.  For  himself,  he  \ 
backwoodsman,  brought  up  in  tents  and  ca 
and  not  practised  in  makmg  fine  speeches 
he  thought  it  was  suflSciently  plain  tnat  thi^ 
tico  was  not  a  matter  of  any  necessity,  and 
better  be  dispensed  with.  He  believed,  acco 
to  appearances,  that  we  should  be  at  no  li 
finding  a  tenant  for  the  House  without  mo 
pairs.  The  building  was  now  complete,  ai 
nis  judgment,  better  without  the  portico  than 
it.  The  portico,  which  had  just  been  com|i 
was,  he  believed,  but  little  used,  if  at  all.  | 
not,  to  be  sure,  profess  to  be  very  intimate  i 
President's  house,  but  he  had  frequently  pas 
and  never  yet  saw  the  -south  portico  occupj 
used  in  any  way.  As  to  the  difficulty  of  g 
there  in  bad  weather,  there  is  n6  compalsion ' 
obliges  us  to  visit  the  President's  house 
the  weather  is  bad,  or,  at  least,  to  take  t| 
ladies  there  of  whom  the  gentleman  had  s] 
He  could  not  but  consider  the  proposed  it 
appropriation  as  a  useless  expense,  especially 
we  recollect  that  the  nation  has  a  debt  yei 
ing  over  it  of  ninety  millions  of  dollars, 
the  magnificence  of  this  Hail  and  the  Cap 
which  the  gentleman  had  alluded,  the  ei 
ture  to  produce  it  was,  in  a  great  measure, 
thrown  away.  Thi&Hall,  as  a  place  for  sp4 
was  nearly  useless^ t  was  merely  by  accid^ 
any  thing  could  be  heard  at  his  seat  that  w 
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froiD  the  Clerk'i  tabl«^-members  voted  in  the 
dark-~aDd  might  be  voting  away  the  public  money 
wjthoot  knowiof  it,  for  the  want  of  distinctly 
hating  the  resolutions  read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 
Goreromeot  would  yet  have  to  abandon  it,  and 
bqild  s  plain  square  room,  where  members  could 
itear  what  each  other  said.  He,  therefore,  thought 
tbat  the  stfle  of  this  Hall  ought  to  be  no  g^ide  in 
ereetin^  our  public  buildings ;  and  he  hoped  never 
10  see  it  followed.  He  called  for  the  yeas  and 
QtTsoo  agreeing  to  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  KaEMEa,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  had  no 
ioterest  in  this  portico,  and  he  could  not  vote  in 
faror  of  it.    He  was  one  of  those  who  went  upon 
the  old  Republican  principles ;  he  had  started  in 
^  on  those  principles,  and  he  meant  to  adhere  to 
them.  He  could  not  see  any  valuable  end  to  be 
sDswcred  by  adding  another  portico  to  the  Presi- 
dent's botise,  unless,  indeed,  it  was  to  make  a 
mMQmenc  of  what  the  gentleman  called  '*  simple 
fitodeor.'^    Perhaps  the  gentleman  might  thmk 
thisHal^  too.  was  a  monument  of  ^'simple  gran- 
ieor"-.bot,  for  his  part,  Mr.  K.  said,  he  thought 
It  was  a  oionoment  of  pride  and  extravagance, 
and  not  of  old  Republican  principles.    He  could' 
oot  Qodertake  to  answer  the  gentleman's  fine 
speech ;  to  him,  a  great  part  of  it  Was  unintelligible ; 
uid,  in  reply  to  some  quotations  he  had  made  in 
it,  from  a  dead  language,  he  should  answer  in  his 
own  motber  German  tongtie :    Ich  hdbe  ea  nidU 
^enUaiden.*  He  did  not  believe  that  any  man  had 
a  right  to  enUii  debt  upon  posterity.    Congress, 
to  be  sore,  bad  the  power  to  do  so,  but  they  could 
Bot  doit  on  any  moral  principle.    And.  before 
ve  set  about  making  monuments  of ''  simple  gran- 
dent''  we  bad  better  be  sure  that  we  have  the 
nosey  to  make  them  in  our  pocket.    He  did  not 
^k  Congress  had  a  right  even  to  put  ud  a  n^as- 
*ofy  boildiog,  till  we  were  able  to  pay  lor  it — [a 
iaogb,  aod  a  call  to  order.]    As  to  this  portico,  it 
was,m  his  opinion,  as  unnecessary  as  a  fifth  wheel 
to  a  wagoD.    The  gentleman,  to  be  sure,  had  made 
<  ioog  speech  about  it,  and  it  miffht  be  oratory, 
for  a^ht  be  knew,  but  it  certainly  had  nothing 
Mtoiidreasoaingit. 

Mr.  HoGEBooii,  of  New  York,  rose  for  the 
?vpose  of  obtaining  iniormation  from  the  Chair- 
laaa  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings, 
(Ur.  CcsHMAif,)  whether  much  expense  had  ai- 
f^^y  been  iaecirred  in  preparing  materia  Is  for  the 
P^<^posed  portico.  He  did  not  consider  the  build- 
fflgof  this  portico  as  a  matter  very  necessary,  but 
umneh  expense  had  been  gone  into  to  provide  for 
^^  It  might,  perhaps  be  better  to  go  on  with  it ;  if 
not.  he  thought  the  monejr  might  be  much  better 
ippited  to  repairing  the  injuries  in  the  wall  which 
*Q^nds  the  enclosure  of  the  President's  house, 
iQd  in  smoothing  away  some  of  the  precipices  in 
the  bank  within  it,  which  are  now  so  unsightly. 
Hr.  Sbahpe,  of  New  York,  made  a  farther  in- 
^  about  some  stone  which  were  dressed,  and 
J  in  froot  of  the  Capitol. 
Mr.  CoBHMAN  explained. 
When  the  question  was  taken  on  the  appropri- 

*  1  did*at  anderstand  the  gentleman. 
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ation,  and  decided  in  the  uf^gative — yeas  65,  nays 
115,  as  follows : 

YsAS — McMts.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alii- 
■OD,  Archer,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Breek,  Brent, 
Brown,  Barton,  Cambreleng,  Oampbell  of  Sooth  Car- 
olina, Cobb,  Cook,  Crowninshield,  Cushman,  Durfee, 
Dwinell,  Dwight,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Forsyth,  Fuller,  Go- 
vsn,  Gnrley,  Hamilton,  Hayward,  Kent,  Lincoln, 
Longfellow,  MeDufiie,  McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  Harkley,  Martindale,  Mercer,  Miller,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Morgan.  Nelson,  Newton,  Plnmer  of 
New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
Rose,  Saunders,  Sharpe,  Stoddard,  Strong,  Taylor, 
Ten  Eyck,  Tod,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wayne,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

Nais — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Bsylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour, Bassett,  Beecher,  Blair,  Buchanan,  Bock,  Bock- 
ner,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Oampbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cary, 
Clark,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condtct,  Conner,  Crafts,  Craig, 
Culpeper,  Outhbert,  Day,  Edwards  of  PennsyNania, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Findlay,  Fk>yd,Foot  of 
Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Frost,  Garrison, 
Gatlin,  Gaslay,  Gist,  Hall,  Harris,  Hayden,  Heniy^ 
Herrick,  Hogaboom,  Hooks,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks, 
Jennings,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer, 
Lathfop,  Lawrence,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Litchfield, 
Livermore,  Livingston,  Long,  McArlhur,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mangom,  Marvin,  Matlack, 
Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of 
Kentucky,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsyhvania,  Prince, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rosa,  Sand- 
ford,  Scott,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  William  Smith,  Speight,  Standefer,  A.  Ste- 
venson, J.  Stevenson,  Swsn,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker 
of  South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vsnce  of  Ohio, 
Vinton,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wiekliife,  Wil- 
Kama  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  WiU 
son  of  South  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Ohio. 

On  the  item  of  appropriation  for  public  walks 
in  front  of  the  lots  and  ground  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  in  the  city  of  Washington.  $5,000, 
a  debate  arose  of  a  somewhat  desultory  coaracter. 

Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  said,  that  when  he 
looked  at  the  approptiations  proposed,  and  heard 
the  gentlemen  from  Maine  support  them  by  telling 
us  that  we  have  an  overflowing  Treasury,  it  put 
him  in  mind  of  a  boy  who  had  received  from  his 
papa  a  supply  of  pocJcet  money ;  he  thinks  it  will 
never  be  gonc^  and  is  engaged  onlv  in  coatriving 
ways  in  which  he  can  specif  it.  We  have^  to  be 
sure,  said  Mr.  C,  got  some  money  now  m  the 
Treasury ;  but  do  we  forget  that  whatever  we  for* 
bear  spending  out  of  it  will  go  toward  defraying 
our  public  debt  ?  or  do  not  gentlemen  remember 
that,  next  vear,  there  will  be  twenty-six  millions 
of  that  deot  to  be  paid  ?  If  we  squander  away 
our  resources  as  soon  as  they  come  into  the  Trea- 
sury, we  shall  bequeath  to  our  posterity  a  large 
debt,  which  ought  to  have  been  paid  by  ourselves, 
and  which  we  ought  to  be  paying,  now,  in  a  time 
of  profound  peace.  To  give  away  our  money,  to 
make  foot-paths  for  the  people  of  Washington,  is 
not  the  way  to  do  this,  nor  are  these  fine  graVel 
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walks  at  M  necea^ary.  We  are  told,  to  be  surej  I 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  who  deals  so  much 
in  ^llantry,  that  he  is  afraid  the  ladies  mav  maddy 
their  toes  in  coming  up  to  the  Capitol  to  bear  the 
members  make  speeches.  But,  for  his  part,  Mr. 
C.  said,  he  thought  the  present  walks  were  quite 
aufficient  for  all  useful  purposes. 

Mr.  Krcmer  thought  with  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee.  He  had,  for  one,  found  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  going  about  the  city,  or  in  getting  up 
to  the  House;  and,  if  ladies  do  muddy  their  toes,  why 
let  them  e'en  stay  at  home,  and  not  come  crowd- 
ing the  galleries  of  this  House.  For  his  part,  the 
travelling  was  convenient  enough  for  him — he 
found  no  difficultjr  from  the  mud.  Nothing  in 
life  was,  in  his  opinion,  valuable,  but  as  it  was 
useful.    The  nation  wants  money,  and  how  do 

fentlemen  propose  to  get  it?  By  loans?  No. 
ty  direct  taxes  ?  Not  at  all.  But  by  transfer,  the 
most  iniquitous  of  all  modes  of  paying  debts. 
Look  at  JSngland.  It  was  not  long  since  oer  debt 
was  only  a  small  sum,  and  now  it  was  grown  to 
the  enormous  amount  of  upwards  of  a  thousand 
millions  of  pounds  sterling ;  and  so  heavy  was  her 
load  of  taxes  that  land  in  that  country  would  not* 
fetch  half  its  value.  This  course  was  beginning 
10  be  pursued  here ;  nay,  it  had  been  pursued,  and 
Chat  too  long  already. 

Mr.  Cocke  called  for  the  reading  of  an  act  re- 
lating to  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  o?  public  lots  in 
Washington ;  and  it  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  thought  that  this 
act,  instead  of  weighing  any  thing  against  the  pro- 
posed appropriation,  rather  showed  that  Congress 
is  bound  to  make  the  pavemenL  There  is  an  un- 
expended balance  of  the  proceeds  of  these  sales  now 
in  the  Treasury,  and  it  ought,  according  to  the 

5  TO  visions  of  this  act,  to  be  applied  to  objects  of  this 
escription.  The  act  passed  two  years  since,  and 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  allu- 
ded as  a  proof  of  our  liberality  to  the  citissens  of 
Washington,  was  merely  to  change  the  location 
of  a  canal,  and,  when  that  is  completed,  the 
balance  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  must  return  into 
the  Treasury,  &e. 

Mr.  CocKB  explained.  Nearly  two  inillions  of 
dollars  had  arisen  from  the  sales  of  public  property 
in  this  city,  and  what  had  b^ome  of  it  was  not 
«asy  to  tell,  unless  it  had  been  divided  amon^  the 
citizens  of  Washington.  Only  $18,000  of  it,  he 
believed,  ever  reached  the  Treasury ;  and  that  has 
no  sooner  got  in  than  we  have  a  plan  to  draw  it 
out  again. 

Mr.  CusHMAN  replied  to  Mr.  Cocke.  He  had 
sot  said,  we  have  an  ^'overflowing  Treasury." 
There  were,  he  believed,  about  six  millions  in  the 
Treasury,  and  the  sum  he  proposed  to  draw  from 
it,  for  the  portico,  was  only  ^6,000,  which  would 
not  make  any  great  hole  in  it.  As  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  gentleman  in  relation  to  his  speech, 
he  did  not  profess  to  deal  in  wit,  and  therefore  he 
should  not  attempt  to  answer  it.  He  was  a  plain 
man,  and  aimed  only  at  .^peaking  common  sense. 
In  relation  to  the  particular  item  now  under  con- 
sideration, he  said  he  thought  the  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington had  expended  much,  both  of  money  and 


labor,  to  improve  their  city  and  to  accommodi 
the  members  of  Congress ;  and,  as  they  had 
make  these  walks  in  front  of  their  own  property 
was  fit  that  Gk)vernmeot  should  do  as  much 
property  which  belonged  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Buck,  of  Vermont,  wished  to  know  whet 
the  $18,000  referred  to  as  proceeds  of  sales,  is  ^ 
in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner,  or  has  b 
Miid  into  the  Treasury ;  in  the  former  case,  let! 
Commissioner  apply  it  at  once  to  this  object] 
the  latter  we  must  put  an  appropriation  for  it  i 
the  bill.  The  object  of  the  appropriation  li 
under  consideration,  Mr.  B.  thought,  was  a  pre 
one. 

Mr.  Tatlob  called  for  the  reading  of  a  sti 
ment  from  '^  Burch's  Digest,"  showing  how ' 
moneys  from  the  sale  of  public  property  in  Wt 
ington  had  been  applied.  [The  statement  ^ 
read ;  from  which  it  appears  that  the  money i 
been  expended  in  building  the  Capitol,  &c.] 

Mr.  Mebceb,  of  Virginia,  agreed  with  the  ^ 
tleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Buck,)  that 
whole  question  was,  whether  the  money  still 
mained  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner,  i 
special  appropriation  was  necessary.  This,! 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cocke)  had; 
told  the  House.  Mr.  M.  also  suggested  that 
charter,  granted  to  the  city,  ought  to  be  I 
amined,  to  see  how  far  Congress  has  bound 
self  to  improve  the  ground  in  front  of  public  i 
perty.  It  still  hol£,  he  believed,  fiv^e  thoui 
lots  in  the  city,  the  extent  of  whose  fronts  wi 
probably  amount  to  thirty  miles.  Mr.  M.  enti 
coincided  in  the  sentiment  of  the  honorable 
tleman  from  Maine,  that  there  was  not  the  I 
^ound  of  complaint  against  the  inhabitan! 
Washington — they  were  not  his  constituent^ 
had  no  more  interest  in  them  than  other  ge 
men;  but  he  sympathized  with  them,  from 
bottom  of  his  soul,  in  the  burdens  they  had  tq 
tain,  and  he  thougnt  they  had  shown  an  ente^ 
in  improving  the  city,  highly  honorable  to 
character,  and  entitling  them  to  the  considen 
of  Congress,  their  only  guardians. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  this  item  c 
propriation,  and  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmati 
yeas  94,  nays  49. 

On  the  clause  introduced  by  Mr.  Cocke,  ^ 
provides,  that  no  person  receiving  an  nnnuai 
ary  from  the  United  States  shall  receive  any  I 
in  addition  thereto  for  any  service  whatev^ 
way  of  perquisite  or  extra  compensation,  < 
fees  of  office  established  by  law,  a  delate  \ 
which  occasionally  grew  very  warm. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fohstth,  of  Oe 
the  nroviso  was  modified  by  the  addition  t 
word  ''  official,"  so  as  to  make  it  read  ^<  fc 
official  service,"  dbc. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  was  of  opinion  thi 
proviso,  as  modified,  was  a  bad  one^  and,  wi 
the  modification,  a  very  bad  one.  If  he  ondei 
its  operation,  it  would  be  to  prevent  anj  | 
holdinff  an  office,  such,  for  instance,  as  a  Ooi 
of  a  Territory,  from  being  temporarily  em] 
to  discharge  any  other  function  to  which  < 
ment  was  attacked— such,  for  example,  a« 
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tiating  an  ladian  treaty — although  that  person 
mighty  of  all  others,  he  the  hest  fitted  to  discbarge 
tiat  da^« 

Mr.  Forsyth  refdied,  in  explanation,  that  the 
pforiso  wottid  not  have  thii^  operation,  it  applied 
00)7  to  the  receiTiag  of  extra  pay  or  perquisites 
for  the  discharge  of  duties  which  belong  to  the 
Toj  office  held,  and  not  to  those  of  another  office. 

Mr.  Coox  thought  it  would  be  found  to  bear  on 
a  part  of  the  system  now  sanctioned  for  the  com- 
poisaiion  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  and  to  some 
of  those  of  the  Army  also. 

Mr.CocxE  explained,  that  it  could  touch  none 
of  those  pervotts,  as  they  did  not  receive  '*  an  an- 
Bual  salary  "but  monthly  pay  and  perquisites,  and 
ern  those  latter  were  all  regulatea  by  law. 

Mr.  Cook  rejoined. — He  still  thought  it  would 
prcTCBt  the  temporary  employment  of  salaried 
perMssin  the  discharee  of  other  duties,  unless  they 
wooid  consent  to  perform  the  doty  for  nothing. 

Ur,  CocxB  thoiight  it  was  strange  that  the 
member  from  Illinois  should  be  so  zealous  on  this 
sibject,  when  he  had  formerly  been  equally  zeal- 
00s  in  opposing  a  measure  of  the  kind  he  now 
adfocttes,  in  relation  to  the  investigation  of  the 
aflairs  of  certain  liand  offices  in  his  own  State. 

Mr.  Cook  repelled  the  insinuation. — The  mem- 
ber from  Tennessee  talked,  as^usual,  about  what 
he  did  not  oaderstand — but  he  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  doisg  Ibis  so  frequentljr,  that  the  House 
bad  gifen  faha  a  sort  of  prescriptive  right  to  speak 
about  matteis  of  which  he  was  ignorant.  Yet  the 
member  ought  not  to  mislead  the  House  on  points 
of  facts  which  he  did  understand.  [Mr.  Cook 
then  eiplaraed  the  circumstances  to  which  the 
fcotJenuiB  from  Tennessee  bad  alluded,  and  de- 
led sod  invited  scrutiny.]  He  insisted  that  the 
proviso  could  be  productive  of  no  economy  ;  for, 
IS  these  ema  duties  must  be  performed  by  some- 
l^y,  and  that  somebody  must  be  paid  for  perform- 
ing thenij  til  that  this  proviso  would  do,  would  be 
to  lie  the  hands  of  the  President  from  employing 
tbe  moitiaitable  person  to  perform  them,  because 
such  persoQ  might  happen  to  dnjoy  an  annual 
alary,  for  something  else,  not  incompatible  in  its 
laturp. 

Mr.  CocKB  replied,  and  declared  that  his  only 
object,  afid  the  only  efi^t  of  the  proviso  would  be 
^cutoff perquisites,  which  rested  on  custom  afad 
■otoo  law.  from*certain  salaried  officers  who  now 
n»«tTed  them.  By  this  he  believed  the  public 
^ vould  bepromoted,  which  was  his  sole  in- 
docemeut  in  offering  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  understanding  that 
toe  gcDdeman  meant  to  exclude  extra  pay  only 
^^  given  for  duties  properly  belonging  to  the 
«"ce  of  the  person  who  performed  them,  offered 
ifi  ameudment  to  make  the  proviso  read  in  the 
*ords  foliowiag :  ^  for  any  official  duties  what- 
^'^n,  appertaining  to  the  office  for  which  said 
»iary  ghall  be  received." 

Mr.  BiK^  thought  that  nothing  would  be  gained 
H  the  proviso.  It  would  only  prevent  clerks 
n  tile  offioes  from  being  employed  otit  of  o/lce 
^*vi  in  duties  to  which,  of  all  other  persons,  they 
*^  most  competent,  but  which  it  would  be  un- 


reasonable to  expect  them  to  perform  without  extra 
allowance.  If  the  proviso  was  adopted,  these  du- 
ties must  be^iven  to  somebody  dse  to  do,  not, 
probably,  half- so  well  acquainted  with  the  per- 
formance of  them.  It  has  besides  a  squinting  to- 
wards restricting  the  powers  of  the  President  in 
the  proper- discharjge  of  his  duty. 

Mr.  Gazlat,  otOhio,  wishing  better  to  under- 
stand the  proviso  and  its  operation,  moved  t6  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table,  and  to  order  the  amendment 
to  be  printed. 

This  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tracy,  of  New  York,  apprehended  that  the 
mover  of  the  amendment  was  hardly  aware  of  the 
extent  to  which  its  terms  would  operate.  No 
doubt  there  existed  some  abuses,  which  it  might 
remove ;  but.  before  he,  for  one,  could  consent  to 
its  adoption,  ne  must  have  a  clearer  knowledge  of 
the  cases  to  which  it  would  apply.  It  appeared  to 
him  to  be  too  crude — it  embraced  too  mach^  and 
was  too  indefinitely  worded,  to  be  adopted  m  its 
present  shape.  There  are  certain  allowances  to 
some  of  the  officers,  both  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
he  believed,  which,  having  been  sanctioned  by 
usage,  form  a  part  of  their  support,  and  did  form 
a  part  of  it  when  they  accepted  their  commissions, 
but  which  probably  have  never  been  expressly 
sanctioned  by  law.  He  would  not  say  wnether 
these  ought  ail  to  continue,  but  it  was  very  p09(sible 
that  many  of  them  were  right  and  proper.  At  all 
events,  he  wanted  a  fuller  view  of  the  facts  before 
he  was  prepared  to  legislate  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cocks  explained. — the  proviso  was  not  in* 
tended  to  tooeh  the  proper  emoluments  of  either 
the  Army  or  Navy.  It  might  reach  the  case  of 
certain  Generals,  who,  besides  their  annual  salary, 
received  rations,  quarter^  dbc.,  not  sanctioned  by 
any  law.  It  would  r^ch  the  case  of  the  Attorney 
Gkfneral,  who,  whenever  he  performed  any  duty 
out  of  court,  and  at  his  own  lodgings,  must  have 
extra  fees,  &>c.  He  was  sure  that  his  friend  from 
New  York,  who  had  rendered  him  such  important 
aid  on  a  former  occasion,  in  preventing  defaulters 
from  receiving  their  salaries  till  their  accounts 
were  adjusted,  would,  if  he  rightly  understood  the 
present  proviso,  give  it  his  hearty  support.* 

•  Tq  the  EiitorM  of  the  NmUmuU  hUeUigtneer  .> 

The  latelligsncer  of  this  momiDg  oontaint  s  dtbate 
in  the  House  of  Rspreasntstivos,on  a  dsuse  propossd 
by  Mr.  Gocke»  of  TsnaesMs,  to  be  introduced  into  the 
appropriation  bill,  sod  providing  that  no  psfson  re- 
csiving  an  annual  salary  from  the  United  States,  shall 
reeeivs  any  thing  in  additaon  thereto,  Ibr  any  service 
whatever,  by  way  of  pcrqutsits,  oreztra  oompeasaUon» 
except  fees  of  office,  estatdished  by  Isw.  On  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  proviso  vras  modified  by 
the  addition  of  the  word  offiaalf  sb  as  to  make  it  read, 
"  No  person  receiving  an  annual  salary  from  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  shall  receive  any  thing  in  addition  thereto, 
for  any  official  services/'  In  the  ooorse  of  the  debate. 
Me.  Cocke  is  reported  to  have  said,  among  other 
things,  that  ^*  this  proviso  would  reach  the  case  of  the 
Attorney  General,  who,  whenever  he  performed  any 
doty  out  of  court,  and  at  his  own  lodgings,  must  have 
extra  fees/'  dbc.  The  remark,  taken  in  connezion 
with  the  8ulject*roatter,  is  calealated  to  make  the 
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Mr.  Tract  replied,  that  he  had  sepiMrted  the 
former  measure,  and  was  happy  in  perceiyiag  that 
its  adoption  had  led  to  henencial  consequences. 
But.  he  was  not  prepared  to  strip  salaried  persons 
of  all  that  part  of  their  income  which  was  derived 
from  perquisites  and  extra  par  for  extra  duty, 
without  investigation,  and  without  giving  them 
some  permanent  equivalent. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment 
to  the  proviso  which  had  been  moved  by  Mr« 
Foot,  and  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Whipple,  of  New  Hampshire,  suggested 
that -the  object  ot  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
might  be  accomplished  without  adding  the  proviso 
to  this  bill,  as  a  bill  was  shortly  to  come  from  the 
Senate  on  the  subject. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Cockb  in  reply — 

The  question  was  taken  on  adopting  the  proviso 
as  modified,  and  carried— ayes  76,  noes  68. 

The  next  amendment  was  an  appropriation  of 
$16,000  for  carrying  into  effect  the  first  and  sev- 
enth articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent ;  which  was 
adopted. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  amendment  of 
the  committee  to  the  item  respecting  our  Ministers 
and  Charges  des  Affaires  at  foreign  Courts — 

Mr.  Gazlay  moved  further  to  amend  the  item 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  Madrid"  and  "  Lisbon." 

While  this  motion  was  under  discusaion,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Monday,  March  15. 

Mr.  Hbrrick,  presented  a  petition  of  John 
'White,  a  Revolutionary  pensioner,  praying  to  be 
allowed  arrearages  of  pension* 

Mr.  ToHLiNSOM  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
owners. and  masters  of  vessels,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  pray inff  that  buoys  may  be  placed  on 
a  reef  of  rocks  in  Long  Island  Sound,  called  the 
'^  Hen  and  Chickens." — ^Referred. 

Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  presented  a  memo* 

^ 

imprenion,  that,  whenever  the  Attorney  General  per- 
ibrmed  any  official  daty  out  of  court,  and  at  hie  own 
lodgings,  he  most  have  extra  feee.  This  could  scartely 
have  been  the  sense  of  the  speaker :  because,  in  this 
sense,  the  vemark  is  ineorrecL  The  present  Attorney 
General  never  did  leceive  an  extra  Cee  for  any  official 
duty,  in  court,  out  of  court,  at  hie  lodgings,  in  his 
office,  or  any  where  else.  For  the  performanoe  of  all 
his  official  duties,  his  sole  oompensation  has  been  the 
salary  of  his  office.  •  He  has,  on  a  very  few  occasions, 
(ibar,  only,  are  ritoieoibered,  in  the  course  of  the  six 
and  a  half  years  during  which  he  has  been  in  office,) 
been  employed  by  the  Government  to  render  profea* 
sional  services,  wholly  out  of  the  line  of  his  official 
duties ;  and,  for  these,  he  has  been  compensated  as 
any  other  professional  gentleman,  who  might  have 
been  employed  by  the  Government  to  render  the  same 
services,  would  have  been  compensated.  Bnt  he  has 
never  received  an  extra  fee  for  any  official  duty  what- 
ever, or  wheresoever  performed;  and,  consequently, 
the  provito  does  not  reach  the  case  of  the  Attorney 
CSeneral,  nor  has  it  the  most  distant  bearing  on  any 
part  of  his  condoct. 
WAsaurerov,  Tutiday,  March  16|  18t4. 


rial  of  the  Commissio&era  of  the  town  of  New- 
castle,  in  that  State,  praying  for  the  aid  of  tbe 
General  Grovernment  in  erecting  additional  pien 
in  the  harbor  of  said  town. — ^Referred. 

Mr.  McLah B,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  authori- 
zing the  employment  of  additional  clerks  and  cer- 
tain messengers  and  assistants,  and  other  persoas, 
in  the  several  Departments,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLamb,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Mary  H.  Hawkins,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  her  relief ;  which  wis 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Wbbster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jo- 
diciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  change  the  terms  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Ken- 
tucky district,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  L.  O^deii.  and  others,  accom- 
panied br  a  bill  for  their  relief ;  which  was  reid 
twice  ana  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  Pab- 
lic  Lands  were  instructed  to  inqaire  into  the  ei- 
pediency  of  allowing  Matthew  Dimcan  to  chaise 
his  location  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  sectioa 
No.  ^,  in  township  No.  9.  south  of  ran^  No.  4 
west,  to  some  other  quarter  section,  it  having  been 
located  through  mistake. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gublby,  tbe  Committee  on 
Military  AflEairs  were  instructc^l  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  remoTing 
the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  rirer 
Iberville,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  placed  in  said 
river  during  the  late  war,  by  order  of  the  Coift- 
mandinff  General  of  the  Southern  division  of  the 
Arfny  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JBNiiiMaa,  the  Committee  on 
Koads  |tnd  Canals  were  instructed  to  isqu^e  into 
the  expediency  of  aidins  the  State  of  Indiana  to 
oi>en  a  canal  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  in  coDf<r 
raity  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  sai^ 
State,  approved  January  31st,  1824.  ' 

Mr.  Cockb  offered  the  following  resolution : 

'^R$iolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offiofi 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  and  ft* 
port  whether  any  arrangements  can  be  made  ■ 
which  the  letters  addressed  to  the  members  m 
Congress  while  in  session  can  be  supplied  at  ai 
earlier  hour,  and  at  a  less  expense."  J 

Mr.  Bbbnt  moved  the  following  aroendmea^ 
which  was  accepted  as  a  modification :  <^And  w 
ther  the  privilege  given  to  members  of  Congr 
to  frank  letters  ought  not  to  be  extended.''  A 
the  question  being  put,  the  resolution,  as  medio 
was  adopted — ayes  72,  nays  56. 

Mr.  Rankjn  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Re9ohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  8tiili| 
be  reqnested  to  tnlbrm  this  Hovso  if  any  of  the  Om 
raissioneis  appointed  for  the  exaoaination  of  titlsi  m 
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dtimi  to  liad  in  the  Tamioiy  of  Floridfti  have  t«- 
eeived,  in  advance,  any  part  of  the  oomponaation  al- 
lewed  bj  law  for  the  performaDce  of  tho  diitiea  required 
of  tb«m,  previonalj  to  the  performauce  of  thoae  dutiea, 
or  withoat  iuving  performed  aoy  service  for  ftuch  ad- 
Tince;  and,  if  anj  auch  advaneea  have  been  made, 
liiat  he  bf  requested  to  atate,  under  the  provisiona  of 
whtt  law  thej  were  ao  made,  with  the  amount,  the 
tin«  when,  and  to  whom  advanced  ;  but,  if  advanced 
withont  an  J  law  authorising  the  same,  that  a  copy  of 
iny  order  or  authority,  if  any  there  be,  by  virtue  of 
vhtch  any  sum  of  money  may  have  been  drawn  from 
ihe  Treuury  of  the  United  Statesi  be  furnished  this 

HOQH. 

Mr.  Owen  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

Baokid,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
ifistrocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  nluy  of  the  district  judge  of  the  district  of  Ala- 

bama. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  disagreed  to  by 
the  House. 
Mr.  Stewabt  moTed  the  following  resolution : 

Renhtd,  That  the  committee  on  the  Cheaapoaha 
aod  Ohio  canal  be  inatroeted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
Sency  of  providing  tot  the  sale  of  the  public  lota  and 
pobiie  lands  belonging  to  the  United  Statea,  in  the 
Dutrict  of  Columbia,  and  that  the  proceeds  be  appro- 
priated to  the  first  section  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
ctnal,  between  this  city  and  Cumberland. 

TONNAGE  DUTIES,  Ac. 

Mr.  Bbbck  offered  the  following  resolution  for 
consideratioa : 

RaoM,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  be  in- 
itrocted  to  report  to  thia  Houae  whether  any  law 
exiits  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
ation of  the  3d  Jot  J,  1816,  made  between  this  conn- 
trj  and  Great  Britain ;  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
<i»Bcy  of  ooonterrailing  by  law  any  dntiea  on  Ameri- 
can toDBaga,  which  Great  Britain  may  lay  thereon 
coatnry  ts  the  atipnl^tiona  contained  in  the  albraaaid 
ooBveaUsa. 

Id  offiariug  this  resolution,  Mr.  Breck  stated 
that  ic  had  a  twofold  obiect ;  first,  to  inquire  whe- 
^rwehti  been  to  blame  in  contravening  the 
promoDs  of  the  eonvention  between  this  country 
tod  Great  Britain;  and,  secondly,  whether  it 
▼cold  not  be  expedient  to  countervail,  by  law, 
tty  tonam  duty  that  may  be  laid  contrary  to 
f<^ty  bf  England.  It  appeared,  by  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  unperial  Parliament,  that,  so  late  as 
^  I3tk  of  Pebroary,  reaolutiona  were  passed  in 
l^e  RoQse  of  Commons,  authorizing  the  British 
wng  to  levy  ninety*four  cents  per  ton  on  Ameri- 
^*A  ^Upi  trading  to  his  European  dominions,  and 
sxtjr  cents  per  ton  on  our  ships  going  to  the  West 
jjrfia  colonies.  The  duty  of  ninety-four  cents, 
Mr.  B.  thought,  was  at  variance  with  the  foUow- 
Bi^stipalaiion,  contained  in  the  convention : 

"  No  higher  or  other  dntiea  or  charges  shall  be  im- 
j^  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  on 
°^^  veania,  than  thoae  payable  in  the  same  porta 
9T  ▼ecwU  of  the  UntUd  States ;  nor  in  the  porU  of 
^y  &f  His  BriUniiic  Majesty's  territories  in  Europe 
^  tH«  vcaaela  of  the  United  Stales,  than  ahall  be  pay- 
t^ia  the  aaaao  ports  on  British  veaaela." 


The  conrention  contains  no  stipulation  forbid- 
ding onr  Grovernment's  countervailing  all  tonnage 
or  other  duty  levied  in  the  colonies.  It  is  t^ 
lieved  that  a  dutv  equivalent  to  one  dollar  per  ton 
has  been  raised  rrom  pur  tonnage  since  the  West 
India  trade  has  been  open  to  our  commerce ;  and 
this  has  been,  in  part,  countervailed  by  us.  But^ 
this  we  are  perfectly  at  liberty  to  do,  for  it  is  a 
colonial  concern,  not  incorporated  into  the  con- 
vention. Not  80  on  ships  coming  from  Great 
Britain.  Here  we  are  restricted  by  a  positive 
treat V  stipulation ;  and  if  any  duty  on  such  trade 
has  been  laid,  it  is  entirely  contrary  to  law,  be- 
cause a  treaty  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  If 
no  such  duty  has  been  exacted  at  our  custom- 
houses, it  will  be  proper  to  countervail  immedi- 
ately, oy  special  act,  any  duty  that  Great  Britain 
may  impose  upon  our  European  trade.  The  tax 
of  ninety-four  cents  on  our  commerce,  with  the 
singrle  port  of  Liverpool,  will  amount,  on  136,000 
tons  of  American  shipping  that  entered  that  port 
alone  in  1823,  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars;  and,  upon  our  trade 
to  other  British  European  ports,  to  about  seventy 
thousand  dollars;  making  an  additional  charge 
upon' our  commerce  of  more  than  $200,000!  As 
the  resolution  is  only  for  inquiry,  Mr.  B.  trusted 
that  it  would  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  NswTON  and  Mr.  CAMfiRSLBNO  made  some 
remarks  in  opposition  to  the  resolution,  as  believ- 
ing the  inquiry  unnecessary ;  and  Mr.  Mallart 
and  Mr.  Tbimble,  taking  the  contrary  ground, 
made  some  observations  in  favor  of  it. 

Finally,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  resolution 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  took'up  for  consideration  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the  support  of  Gk>vernraent  for  the  year 
1824. 

Mr.  Gazlat  withdrew  the  amendment  offered 
by  him  on  Saturday,  and  the  question  being  on 
concurring  in  the  amendment  as  reported  by  the 
committee — 

Mr.  Gazlay  said,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
not  concur,  and,  if  it  did  not,  he  should  then  move  • 
to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  a  proviso  to  ap- 
propriate 949,000,  aa  a  sum  adequate  to  the  main- 
tenance of  European  foreign  relations.  Mr.  G. 
said,  the  practice  of  more  than  twenty  years  has 
been  to  provide,  generally,  for  foreign  intercourse, 
without  designating  the  places  of  Ministers.  This 
had  obtained  through  the  tide  of  successful  and 
unsuccessful  experiment,  and  he  saw  no  good 
reason  to  change  it.  He  was  not  prepared  for 
the  doctrine,  that,  whenever,  and  as  often  as  the 
President  mU;ht  choose  to  appoint  a  Minister  to 
the  Court  of  any  despot  in  Europe,  this  House 
was  bound  to  echo  the  appointment ;  and,  as  often 
as  an  appointment  should  be  made  by  taking  a 
member  from  the  Senate — a  principle  not  surely 
agreeable  to  the  people — that  we  should  do  the 
same;  he  thought  the  safest  way  waa,  to  leave 
each  department  to  bear  the  responsibility  of  its 
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own  Constitutional  discretion.  The  long  prtctiee 
which  gave  sanction  to  the  course  he  proposed, 
was,  to  his  mind,  a  sufficient  proof  of  its  cor- 
rectness. 

He  wished  the  sum  reduced  for  two  reasons, 
viz:  because  he  believed  that  there  were  many 
national  objects  to  which  it  could  be  more  advan- 
tageously appropriated ;  and,  because  he  saw  no 
good  reason  for  maintaining  Ministers  of  the  first 
grade  at  the  Courts  of  all  the  despots  in  Europe, 
when  there  was  no  national  object  for  them  to 
accomplish.  Mr.  6.  said,  he  had  always  under- 
stood that  foreign  Ministers  were  intended  for  the 
making  of  treaties,  or  for  settling  some  great  na- 
tional question ;  and,  as  we  had  neither  of  these 
now  on  hand,  with  the  great  crowned  heads,  he 
must  presume  that  ours  had  no  other  design  than 
the  maintenance  of  a  system  of  espionage ;  and, 
although  this  might  do  well  enough  for  one  tyrant 
to  watch  another,  he  thought  it  totally  inadmissi- 
ble for  a  sreat  republic.  What  have  we^  noW) 
said  Mr.  6.,  to  do  in  Europe  to  justify  the  num- 
ber and  expense  of  foreign  Ministers?  and  how 
many  great  objects  have  we  which  demand  all 
our  resources  ?  Mr.  G.  said^  he  did  no$  believe 
that  this  course  had,  or  would  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  American  people,  and  he  could  not  reconcile 
it  with  any  sound  principle  of  democracy. 

Mr.  McLane  advocated  the  amendment  of  the 
committee,  and  replied  to  Mr.  Gaslay.  The 
question  being  pnt,  the  amendment  was  adopted, 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  remaining  amendments  having  been,  also, 
concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  and  was  subsequently  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  then  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole -on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,)  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  amending  the 
several  acts  laying  duties  on  imnorts. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  word  "  one " 
and  insertine  *^  three,''  in  the  65th  and  66th  lines, 
so  88  to  make  that  clause  of  the  section  read  «s 
follows : 

«'  On  all  Leghorn  htts  or  bonnets,  snd  all  hats  or 
bonnets  of  straw,  chip,  or  ffrtss,  and  on  all  flats, 
braids,  or  plats,  for  making  of  hats  or  bonnets,  a  duty 
of  fiftoen  per  centum  ad  valorem :  Prmndtd^  That 
all  Leghorn  hats  and  bonnets,  and  all  hats  or  boBneta 
(tf  straw,  chip,  or  grass,  which,  at  the  plaee  whonoe 
imported,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per  oentum,  shall 
have  cost  less  than  three  dollars  each,  shall,  with  such 
addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  three  dol- 
lars, each,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly." 

Mr.  Baylies  supported  this  motion  by  a  speech, 
in  which  he  stated  the  benefits  that  would  result, 
and  gave  a  succinct  history  of  this  branch  of 
manufacture,  in  this  country,  from  its  earliest 
origin  till  it  nad  grown  to  an  annual  amount  of 
a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  He  stated  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  ruined  by  the  im- 


portation of  Leghorn  bonnets,  to  the  amoant  last 
yearof^800,000. 

The  motion  was  further  advocated  by  Mr. 
Rich,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cambbelenq, 
Sharp^,  Marvin,  and  Floyo.  And  the  qaestiofi 
being  put,  it  was  lost. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  the  82d 
line,  by  striking  out  'Hwo,"  and  inserting  "three,"  so 
as  to  make  it  read  "On  lead,  in  pies,  bars,  or  sheets, 
three  cents  per  pound."  And  he  supported  the 
motion  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length.  It 
was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Sharpb  and  CAMBR^ 
LENO,  or  New  York — advocated  by  Mr.  Stewart, 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  further  opposed  by  Mr. 
Sanopord,  of  Tennessee,  to  whom  Mr.  Cooi  re- 
plied— when  the  question  being  taken,  the  motioa 
was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  in  the  148th  line — "  On  muskete,  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  per  stand,''  by  adding  the  words 
following:  "And  on  all  other  firearms,  and  on 
side-arms,  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem."  The 
motion  being  explained  by  Mr.  Foot,  was  adopted 
without  omx)sition. 

Mr.  McKiM  then  moved  to  strike  ont  the  lT7tb 
line,  viz :  **  On  tallow,  four  cents  per  pound."  He 
supported  his  motion  by  a  short  speech,  to  which 
Mr.  Ton  replied.  When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot, 
of  Connecticut,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


TuEsnAYjMafch  16. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  dif^ 
charged  from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Collins,  as,  also,  from  the  petition  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  promoting  the  abolition 
of  slavery,  for  the  relief  of  free  negroes  unlawftilly 
held  in  blondage,  and  for  improving  the  condition 
of  the  African  race  ^  and  they  were  laid  on  the 
table;  also,  from  the  consideration  of  the  petiuoa 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  East  Florida,  upon  the 
subject  of  negroes  claimed  by  Indians;  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Poblio 
Lands,,  who  were,  on  the  3ist  December  last,  io' 
structed  ^'  to  inquire  into  the  title  and  right  of  the 
United  States,  in  and  to  one  township  o?  land,  re 
served  for  certain  purposes  in  the  contract  eniere<{ 
into  with  John  C.  Symmes,  as  mentioned  in  tb< 
laws  passed  in  1792  and  1803,  relating  thereto,^ 
made  a  report  thereon,  which  was  laid  on  th< 
table. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same,  committee,  t< 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Johnson 
Indian  agent  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  reported  a  hi] 
reserving  to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians,  a  cei 
tain  tract  of  land,  in  lieu  of  a  reeervation  made  \ 
them  by  treaty ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  coofl 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  t 
which  the  subject  was  referred  by  resoluUon,  a 
the  10th  of  February  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  coi 
firming  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  western  di 
trict  oi  Louisiana;  which  was  read  twice,  al 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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Mr.  Rajikin,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
tided  '^An  act  to  anthorize  the  employing  of  cer- 
tain assistants  in  the  General  Land  Office,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wbittlesby,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Solomon 
Sihlef,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affiiirs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
ibe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sa- 
rah Veaabieaad  Jane  Morgsn,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  aqd  it  was  committed  to  a 
Cominittee  of  (he  Whole. 

The  resolation  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Ran- 
iiT^  yesterday,  was  taken  op,  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
cboge  the  terras  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  Kentucky  district,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

A  Message  from  the  Pbesidemt  of  tbe  Uji ited 
Stit£8  was  received  and  read,  as  follows : 
7b  tkt  Hm^  of  RepreBmtaihea  of  the  United  States.' 

la  compliance  wflh  a  resolution  of  the  ^onse  of 
RcfKscatatiwa  of  the  17th  of  February  last,  request- 
ing **  isSNQitiott  whether  any  measures  had  been 
taken  i»r  eanyin^  into  effect  the  resolution  of  Con* 
greai  of  Joas  17,  1777,  directing  a  monument  to  be 
erected  to  the  memory  of  David  Wooster,  a  Brigadier 
General  io  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  who  fell 
m  deiesdiof  the  Uberties  of  America,  and  bravely  re- 
pefliog  to  inroad  of  the  British  forces  to  Danbory  in 
^Qoecticnt,"  I  have  caused  the  necessary  inquiries 
to  be  made,  and  find,  by  the  report  of  the  Regitter  of 
^t  Treasury,  that  no  monument  has  been  erected  to 
^  memory  of  thst  patriotic  and  gallant  officer,  nor 
hu  soy  money  been  paid  to  the  Executive  of  Con- 
oecucQt  00  that  account. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Maice  17, 1884. 

The  Mesaage  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

MR.  BAILEY'S  CASE. 

Ur-  Sloabg  moved  to  postpone  all  the  previons 
u^s,  aod  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
^  Eiectioos  unfavorable  to  the  right  of  Jo»m 
°uut,  a  member  of  this  House,  to  a  seat  there* 
»•  Mr.  BiiLBT  was  proceeding  with  some  re- 
■^H  bat  the  Chair  pronoanced  all  discussion 
<>ot  of  order  till  the  qaestion  was  taken  on  con- 
^ideriag  it.  It  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affinaatirfr-ayes  103,  noes  62. 

Tht  House  accordingly  went  into  Committee 
of  tie  Whole,  (Mr.  Cobb  in  the  Chair,)  on  the 
report  aboTe-mentioned.  The  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  was  read. 

Mr.  Bailbt,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  ad- 
i^  tbe  Chair  as  foUo^s : 

Mr.  Chairman :  1  feel  pecliliar  embarrassment 
iB  ofiieriag  my  views  of  the  present  subject,  from 
^conviction  that  I  shall  be  unable  to  do  it  justice. 
'^•^ea  if  my  health  were  perfectly  good,!  should 

18th  Com.  Ist  Sbss.— ^7 


labor  under  the  disadvantage  of  being  unused—- 
totally  unused — to  public  speaking.  This  mis- 
fortune, joined  with  a  very  feeble  state  of  health, 
renders  it  impossible  that  I  should  do  justice  to  a 
subject  in  which  I  cannot  avoid  feeling  great  in*- 
terest.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  Committee  will 
do  me  the  favor  to  believe  my  cause  really  much 
'better  than  my  representation  of  it  will  be. 

It  cannot  escape  observation  that  the  question 
now  under  consideration  is  not  an  ordinary  in- 
stance in  the  history  of  contested  elections.  Near- 
ly all  such  questions  have  for  their  object  to  ascer- 
tain what  is  the  real  will  of  the  people.  In  the 
present  thse.  the  object  is  to  discover  if  there  be 
any  mode  ot  defeating  the  will  of  the  people. 

On  this  subject,  one  rule,  it  is  believed,  may  be 
laid  4lown  with  pierfect  truth.  And  it  is  stated 
with  the  more  confidence,  since  I  have  the  au- 
thority of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  for  its  coaectness.  In  the  discussion  of 
a  late  case,  the  contested  election  from  New  York, 
which,  we  all  remember,  rested  mainly*  on  the 
correctness  or  incorrectness  of  tbe  decision  of  the 
commissioners  of  election  in  that  State  respecting 
a  single  vote,  that  gentleman  remarked  that  in 
order  to  set  aside  this  decision  of  the  commission- 
ers, it  was  not  sufficient  to  raise  a  doubt  on  the 
case ;  there  must  be  made  out  a  clear  and  "  posi- 
tive" case  against  the  decision.  This  remark, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  beard  with  partieular  pleasure  ; 
both  because  it  was  a  just  remark,  and  because  I 
hoped  that  not  only  that  gentleman,  but  this 
House,  would  extend  the  same  just  and  liberal 
principle  to  my  own  case.  The  truth  of  the  prin- 
cipiecannot  be  doubted.  And  if  it  applies  to  tbe 
decision  of  the  commissioners  of  an  election,  with 
how  much  more  force  does  it  apply  to  the  ex- 
pressed will  of  the  people  of  a  whole  district  ?  A 
strong  and  positive  case  indeed  ought  to  be  made 
out,  wfore  such  an  expression  of  the  will  of  the 
people  is  set  aside.  And  I  undertake  to  show 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  has 
entirely  failed  to  make  out  such  a  case. 

In  contested  elections^  arising  under  either  the 
General  or  the  State  governments,  the  practice 
has  been  to  give  a  liberal  construction  in  favor  of 
the  rights  of  the  people.  This  practice,  it  is  be- 
lieved, has  never  been  departed  from,  except  in 
times  of  great  party  heat  and  excitement.  In  the 
present  times  it  is  trusted  that  no  such  excitement 
wilt  be  found  to  exist.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that 
efforts  have  been  made,  out  of  doors,  both  at  the 
time  of  the  election  aqd  more  recently,  to  give  a 

rirty  turn  to  the  ease  now  under  discussion.  But 
trust  that  no  such  efforts  will  avail ;  that  this 
House  will  permit  no  such  feelings  to  mingle  in 
the  discussion.  I  appeal  With  confidence  to  this 
House  to  take  that  liberal  view  of  the  privileges 
of  the  people,  which  has  so  universally  prevailed 
on  questions  of  this  nature. 

For  the  first  time,  within  my  knowledge,  we 
have  a  departure  from  this  liberal  construction  in 
the  report  of  the  Committiee  of  Elections  now  be- 

Ifore  you.  The  principles  of  this  report  are  in- 
deed iiew ;  they  are  wholly  unprecedented.  In 
no  authorities,  either  legislative  or  judicial,  do  we 
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find  the  principles  here  avowed.  Inhabitaner, 
aecordiog  to  this  report,  means  purely  and  simply 
"locality  of  existence"— the  mere  fact  of  being  in 
a  place.  This  definition,  I  venture  to  say,  was 
never  before  heard  of,  and  is  at  war  with  the 
spirit  of  all  our  free  institutions. 

When  I  was  elected  to  this  House,  in  Septem- 
ber last,  I  was  employed  in  the  Department^  of 
State.  The  question  occurred — Shall  I  resign 
that  employment,  and  accept  a  seat  in  this  House  1 
This  was  an  interesting  question,  to  one  who  de- 
pended for  his  living  on  his  own  exertions.  In 
this  country  nearly  all  of  us  are  compelled  to  per- 
sue  some  course  oi  honest  industry  for  our  support ; 
and,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  most  fortunate  tor  the 
country  that  this  necessity  is  so  general.  To  a 
person  thus  situated,  the  question  presented  for 
decision  was  an  important  one.  Doubts  I  know 
were  entertained  of  my  eligibility.  I  extended 
my  inquiries  to  all  analogous  cases-  within  my 
reach ;  and  they  were  ail,  without  exception,  in 
favor  of  my  eligibility.  I  learnt  the  opinions  of 
some  of  our  first  citizens  on  this  point;  and  they 
too  went  to  the  same  result.  I  have  learnt,  acci- 
dentally in  most  cases,  the  opinions  of  at  least 
twelve  of  the  very  first  statesmen  and  jurists  of 
the  nation ;  and,  what  is  most  remarkable,  those 
opinions  are  periectly  unanimous — ^not  one,  of  the 
whole  number,  is  opposed  to  what  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  truth  of  the  question.  I  do  not  mention 
this  fact,  under  the  impression  that  such  opinions 
should  have  a  binding  force  with  this  House. 
With  this  House,  and  this  House  alone,  the  Con- 
stitution has  left  the  fall  control  of  questions  like 
the  present.  But  the  opinions  of  such  persons  are 
entitled  to  respectful  consideration.  And  it  is  na- 
tural to  suppose,  that  they  must  have  had  decided 
weight  with  me,  when  determining  in  my  own 
mind  ttic  question  of  acceptance. 

Before  examining  the  principles  of  the  report  of 
the  committee,  I  beg  leave  to  notice  several  errors 
in  it,  in  point  of  fact. 

The  report  Tp.  6-7)  says :  « It  is  contended  by 
''Mr.  Bailey,  that,  as  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the 

<  General  Government  while  in  this  District,  and 
*  had  expressed  an  intention  of  returning  to  Mas- 
'  sachusetts,  that  he  still  remains  an  inhabitant  of 
'that  Sute."  I  certainly  never  contended,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  I  remained  an  inhabitant  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, merely  from  the  two  facts  here  stated. 
But  I  did  contend  for  rt,  from  those  two  facts, 
supported  by  another  most  important  fact,  that 
this  constant  declaration  of  my  intention  of  re- 
turning, was  confirmed  by  my  whole  coursd  of 
conduct  while  I  was  employed  in  this  District — 
by  my  total  disconnection  with  the  civil  afiairs  of 
this  place.  We  all  know  the  irresistible  propen- 
sity of  freemen,  to  take  part  in  the  civil  concerns 
of  those  communities,  in  which  they  intend  to 
make  their  permanent  abode.  My  entire  absti- 
nence from  taking  such  part  in  this  District, 
most  stronffly  corroborates  my  uniform  declara- 
tioD,  that  I  intended  it  as  merely  a  temporary 
abode. 

The  report  (p.  7)  further  says :  "  The  fact  is 

<  conceded,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  election,  and 


'  for  nearly  six  years  before,  Mr.  Bailey  was  ae- 
'  tually  an  inhabitant  of  the  City  of  WashiDgton." 
The  obvions  understanding  of  this  remark  would 
be,  that  this  fact  had  been  conceded  by  me.  Such, 
however,  is  not  the  fact.  No  such  concession  has 
ever  been  made  by  me. 

[Here  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, rose  to  explain.  He  said  that  the  committee 
were  obliged  to  state  the  points  of  Mr.  B.'s  defence 
from  re<*ollection  merely,  as  at  had  never  been 
put  into  their  hands  in  writing,  but  merely  read 
to  them.  Mr.  B.  replied,  that  his  defence  was 
read  to  the  committee  on  the  29th  of  January, 
from  a  rough  draught — that  he  was  to  have  given  in 
a  correct  draught  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  fourth  of  February — but  that,  in  the 
meantime,  on  the  second  of  February,  he  learat 
from  the  committee  that  they  had  determined  on 
their  report.  This  fact,  together  with  a  desire 
to  incorporate  some  remarks  on  several  points  sub- 
sequently suggested  by  the  committee,  was  the 
reason  why  the  corrected  draught  was  not  submit- 
ted to  the  committee.] 

The  report  Tp.  8)  also  says,  that  I  assumed^' the 
character  of  the  head  of  a  family."  This  is  et- 
tirely  incorrect,  unless  there  be  some  pec^iar  and 
technical  meaning  of  the  phrase,  dpi^ent  from 
its  common  meaning.  I  have  beeiKaccustomed 
to  consider,  that  a  person,  in  order  tl  be  the  bead 
of  a  family,  must  either  own  or  renfa  bouse— or 
must  have  the  government  of  the  domfstics  of  the 
family — or  -must  regulate  its  pecuniary  expenses, 
or  at  least  furnish  the  means.  Some  one,  at  least, 
if  not  all,  of  these  incidents,  I  have  always  sop- 
posed  necessary  to  constitute  the  head  of  a  familf. 
Yet  not  a  sinj^le  one  of  these  incidents  has  attach- 
ed to  me,  during  my  residence  in  thb  District. 

These  errors  m  point  of  fact,  in  the  report  be- 
fore us,  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  notice  in 
the  first  instance ;  as  they  may  have  had  an  un- 
favorable influence  on  the  minds  of  some  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  If  they  have  had  such  iofla- 
ence  with  a  single  member,  it  is  hoped  these 
remarks  will  correct  it. 

I  will  now  proceed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  notice 
some  of  the  points  and  arguments  contained  in 
this  very  extraordinary  report ;  and  will  sho^t 
not  only  that  many  of  them  are  founded  in  error,| 
but  that  many  are  wholly  inconsistent  with  each! 
other.  . ! 

In  the  second  paragraph  of  the  report,  it  n 
stated,  that  the  subject  under  consideration  ii 
<<  one  of  great  national  consequence."  This  ^^ 
mark  could  not  certainly  be  intended  to  appif 
merely  to  the  individual  seat,  which  is  now  cooi 
tested ;  but  must  be  meant  to  refer  to  the  gener^ 
principle  involved  in  the  question  under  diseua* 
sion.  Is  the  remark  correct,  even  in  this  respect  1 
Our  present  National  Grovemment  has  been  k 
operation  for  thirty-five  years.  At  the  end  d 
thirty-five  years,  one  case  has  occurred,  in  whiel 
a  person  residing  at  the  Seat  of  Oovemment  ha| 
1>een  elected  a  member  of  this  House.  Perhafl 
in  thirty-five  years  more,  another  case  may  occii 
Is  this  an  alarming  prospect?  Is  the  caw  oned 
such  "  great  national  consequence  ?^  I  will  agr0 
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vith  the  cbairman  of  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
that  if  another  case  shoald  occur  within  the  next 
thirty-five  years,  and  we  should  both  have  seats 
OD  this  floor,  I  will  join  him  in  a  vote  in  favor  of 
ao  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  which  shall 
eipressly  exclude  from  this  House  all  persons  not 
actually  resident  in  the  States  in  which  they  are 
chosen.  But  I  will  whisper  in  the  ear  of  that  gen- 
tleman, that  if  he  feels  alarmed  lest  the  purity  of 
this  House  should  be  destroyed,  and  is  anxious 
for  a  remedy,  there  is  an  amendment  which  might 
be  made  in  the  Constitution,  fiir  more  efficacioQs 
than  the  one  proposed.  Let  the  Constitution  be 
amended,  so  as  to  prohibit  Executive  appoint- 
ments from  being  made  from  this  and  the  other 
branch  of  Congress.  If  there  is  real  danger  of 
ExecQtire  influence  in  Congress,  l^ere  is  a  field 
more  worthy  of  the  gentleman's  labor  than  the 
one  in  wbicn  he  has  been  industriously  engaged. 

In  the  same  paragraph,  we  have  an  attempt  to 
elucidate  the  meaniBg  of  the  word  inhabitant,  by 
adfertiDg  to  the  supposed  state  of  the  parties  in 
tfae  Convention  which  framed  the  Constitution  of 
the  Union.  It  is  alleged,  that  in  this  Convention 
there  were  three  parties,  zealous  in  support  of 
their  respective  favorite  theories ;  one  in  favor  of 
a  consolidated  Government,  a  second  in  favor  of 
a  confederation  not  differing  widely  from  the  old, 
and  a  third  in  favor  of  an  intermediate  form.  No 
aarhoritierare  cited  in  supp6rt  of  these  alleged 
historical  facts.  Bfut  8u)>pose  the  statement  per- 
fectly correct — is  not  the  inference  from  it  pre- 
cisely the  reverse  of  tbAt  drawn  by  the  commit- 
tee ?  The  committee  infer,  that,  since  the  second 
party  were  zealous  in  "  sustaining  the  distinctive 
character  of  the  several  States,"  and  in  Hmiting 
the  powers  of  the  General  Gk)vernment,  therefore, 
veare  booad  to  give  a  rigid  interpretation  of  the 
word  inhabitant.  To  me,  this  appears  completely 
a  fiOR  KfKtritr.  Before  this  inference  can  be  legi ti- 
mately  drawn,  it  most  be  proved  that  this  party 
prcvaued  in  the  Convention^  and  modelled  the 
Constitution  according  to  their  own  views.  But 
this  is  Dot  proved— cthe  fbct  is  known  to  be  the 
rererse.  So  far  were  they  from  this  victory,  and 
so  errooeoQs  did  they  consider  the  principles  of 
the  CoostitQtion,  that  some  of  them  refused  to  the 
iait  to  sign  it ;  and  others  were  strenuous  in  ad- 
YQcatiag amendments,  which  should  restrain  what 
(hCT  deemed  the  dangerous  latitudinarian  powers 
(H  the  General  Government.  So  true  is  this,, that 
we  report  itself  admits  that  "it  was  with  much 
^  relycupee  that  they  finally  agreed  to  unite,  in 
^  that  spirit  of  mutual  concession  and  compromise, 
i  J?     T^*^^  resuhed  the  adoption  of  the  present 

CoDstiintion."  To  infer  that  a  word  used  in  the 
CoflstitatioQ  ought  to  be  construed  rigidly,  be- 
tause  there  was,  in  the  Convention  which  framed 
't,  a  party  in  favor  of  giving  very  limited  power 
Mhe  General  Government,  which  party  it  is  con- 
•eaed  did  not  succeed  in  establishing  their  pecu- 
'^ar  views,  is  a  species  of  reasoning,  which  this 
House  will  never  adopt. 

We  are  further  iotormed,  by  the  report,  that 
Jae  wise  framers  of  the  Constitution  must  have 
^eseen,  that  the  Beat  of  the  General  Govern- 


ment would  collect  a  number  of  persons,  "  whose 
'  long  habit  of  dependence  on  those  who  might  fill 
'  the  chief  places  in  the  Government,  would  do 
'much  towards  enlisting  them  in  support  of  al- 
'  most  any  cause  which  the  Administration  might 
'  wish  to  promote."  Without  stopping  to  inquire, 
whether  mankind  are  really  as  corrupt  as  this  re- 
mark implies,  I  must  deny  the  inference  drawn 
from  it  in  the  report.  It  is  inferred,  that  because 
these^framers  foresaw  this  supposed  state  of  things, 
therefore,  thev  meant  to  prohibit  the  election  to 
this  House  or  any  person  so  residing  at  the  Seat 
of  Government.  I  have  already  adverted  to  the 
far  greater  influence  of  the  Executive  in  this 
House,  by  the  unlimited  power  of  appointment 
from  among  its  members.  If  the  numl^r  of  mem* 
hers  which  have  been  thus  appointed  for  thirty- 
five  years  past,  be  compared  with  the  number 
(one)  elected  to  this  House  among  those  employed 
at  the  Seat  of  Gk)vernment,  we  shall  see  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  influence  from  the  former  source, 
compared  with  that  from  the  tatter.  Now,  to 
suppose  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  in- 
tended expressly  to  guard  against  the  latter  com- 
paratively trifling  source  of  Executive  influence, 
and  yet  overlooked  the  former  overwhelming  one, 
is  to  suppose  them  an  assembly  of  weak  and  short- 
sighted men,  wholly  unworthy  of  the  great  trust 
reposed  in  them.  It  is  plain,  then,  that  they  had 
no  such  fears  as  this  report  attributes  to  them.; 
but  believed,  that  men  might  be  honest  though 
once  employed  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  or 
though  even  under  the  far  stronger  influence  of  a 
hope  of  still  further  Executive  patronage. 

The  report  subsequently  alludes  to  the  expe- 
rience of  the  British  ns^tion,  and  the  supposed  in- 
tention of  the  fraDEiers  of  the  Constitution  to  avoid 
the  evils  incident  to  the  election  of  members  of 
the  British  Parliaments  In  the  remarks  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections  previous  to  their  report,  and  which  are 
printed  with  it,  I  have  suggested  what  seems  to 
me  the  reason  why  inhabitancy  has  been  for  a 
long  period  made  a  qualification  for  ofl&ce,  by 
so  many  of  our  constitutions  and  laws.  Our  an- 
cestors had  seen  the  evils  experienced  in  Great 
Britain  from  their  system  of  representation,  and 
aimed  at  preventing  their  existence  in  this  coun- 
try, without  weighing  fully  the  difference  of  coju- 
ditions  between  that  country  and  this.  Such,  I 
presume)  was  the  motive  of  the  first  adoption  of 
this  rule ;  a  rule  which  was  continued,  and  en- 
grafted into  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
rather  from  habit,  than  from  any  serious  fears,  at 
that  time,  of  danser  to  libertv,  from  the  want  of 
such  a  rule.  So  different  is  the  condition  of  rep- 
resentation in  this  country  from  that  in  Great 
Britain,  that  I  venture  to  say,  that  no  injury 
would  be  experienced  by  us,  if  the  clause  of*^  the 
Constitution,  requiring  inhabitancy  as  a  qualifi- 
cation for  a  seat  in  this  House,  were  entirely  aboU 
ished.  The  equality  of  our  representation,  and 
the  great  number  and  intelligence  of  our  electors, 
render  it  impossible,  even  without  such  a  clause, 
that  the  evils  of  representation,  found  in  the  Brit- 
ish system,  should  ever  exist  with  us.    The  vote 
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of  one,  or  two.  or  five  electors,  as  in  England, 
may  be  controlled ;  but  those  of  fire  thousand,  as 
in  the  United  States,  cannot  be.  For  this  reason 
I  believe  most  fullj,  that  if  this  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution were  entirely  abolished,  no  practical  evil 
would  result.  And,  therefore,  I  believe,  that  the 
clause  was  inserted  by  the  framers,  rather  from 
habit,  than  from  a  belief  in  an^  necessity  for  that 
over-ri^id  adherence  to  the  principle,  which  this 
report  mculcates. 

When  reading  this  allusion  to  the  improper  in- 
fluence exercised  in  elections  to  the  British  Par- 
liament, I  confess  I  had  one  regret.  I  did  regret, 
that  the  committee  did  not  add,  that  not  the  slight- 
est appearance  of  such  influence  existed  in  the 
case  m  question.  Since  the  committee  allude  to 
such  improper  influence  in  Great  Britain*  as  hav- 
ing a  bearinp^  on  the  present  subject  ot  debate, 
some  may  be  led  to  infer,  that  possit)/y  it  had  real 
existence  in  the  election  now  contested.  It  was 
shown,  apparently  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  none  such  existed  in  the  case.  I  do 
reeret  that  the  committee,  when  alluding  to  such 
influence,  did  not  explicitly  state  their  belief,  that 
such  was  the  fact. 

The  report  proceeds  to  state  that  "the  true 
theory  of  representative  government"  requires 
that  the  representative  be  ''selected  from  the 
bosom  of  that  society  which  is  composed  of  his 
constituents;"  and  that  he  should  possess  a  knowl- 
edge of  their  character  and  political  views,  and 
for  that  purpose  should  ''mingle  in  their  com- 
pany and  jom  in  their  conversations;"  and  that 
he  should  especially  have  "that  reciprocity  of 
feeling  and  identity  of  interest  which  exist  only 
among  members  of  the  same  community."  This 
is  a  beautiful  theory,  but  happens  to  make  no^rt 
of  our  Constitution,  andj  therefore,  has  no  appli- 
cation to  the  case  in  question.  We  are  all  prone 
to  fancy  to  ourselves  what  ought  to  be  a  rule  of 
action,,  and  thence  to  infer  that  such  is  in  fact  the 
established  rule.  This  is  an  error.  Our  inquiry 
now  is,  what  is  the  Constitution  ?— not,  what 
ought  it  to  be?  That  the  above  picture  is  ideal, 
and  unsupported  by  the  Constitution,  is  easily 
shown.  Suppose,  when  I  came  to  this  city,  I 
had,  instead  of  this,  gone  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  settled  there,  with  full  and  evident  intention 
of  making  it  my  nermanent  abode.  And  suppose, 
in  one  month  alter  this,  a  district  of  that  State 
had  been  as  infatuated  as  a  district  in  Massachu- 
setts seems  to  have  been,  and  bad  in  its  weakness 
selected  me  to  a  seat  in  this  House.  This  would 
unquestionably  have  been  a  valid  and  Constitu- 
tional election.  What,  then,  becomes  of  the 
above  beautiful  theory  of  representative  govern-* 
ment?  Where  is  the  representative  coming  from 
the  bosom  of  the  society  of  his  constituents? 
Where  his  mingling  in  their  company — ^his  join- 
ing in  their  conversations  —  and  his  intimate 
knowledge  of  their  character  and  political  views? 
It  is  plain  that  nothing  of  this  is  found.  Yet  a 
provision  securing  these  advantag[es,  the  report 
asserts,  is  " absolutely  necessary"  for  "every  well 
regulated  government."  Either,  therefore,  our 
Government  is  not  a  well  regulated  one,  or  the 


report  under  consideration  is  incorrect  We  shall 
be  safe  in  continuing  to  believe  that  our  Govern- 
ment is  a  good  one,  and  that  the  people  may  still 
be  trusted  with  selecting  their  own  representatives 
without  a  danger  that  they  will  select  persons 
wholly  unacquainted  with  their  interests  and 
views. 

The  report,  in  illustration  of  its  doctrine,  quotes 
the  Journal  of  the  Conrention  of  1787,  which 
framed  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  I 
feel  greatly  indebted  to  that  journal ;  for  it  proves, 
conclusively,  that  the  rigid  doctrine  of  the  report 
is  unsound.    By  recurring  to  the  journal,  we  find 
that  the  earlier  draughts  of  the  Constitution,  whei 
sneaking  of  the  qualifications  for  a  seat  in  this 
House,  use  the  word  "  resident ;"  requiring  that 
the  person  elected  should  be  a  resident  of  the  State 
in  which  he  should  be  chosen.    But  toward  the 
close  of  the  Convention,  the  word  "  resident"  was 
changed  to  the  word  "  inhabitant;'"  which  plainly 
shows  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  con- 
sidered that  a  person  might  be  an  inhabitant  of  a 
State  though  not  actually  resident  in  it.   We 
further  find  that  the  qualincation  for  the  office  of 
President  was,  in  the  first  draught,  twenty-oneyears 
an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States;  but  this  was 
afterwards  changed  to  fourteen  years  a  resident. 
This  two-fold  chanffe  proves  clearly  that  the  two 
terms,  "inhabitant"  and  "resident,"  were  under- 
stood by  the  Convention  to  have  distinct  and  sep> 
arate  meanings.    So  evident  is  this  fact,  that  the 
report  it.self  admits  that  the  word  "inhabitant'' 
was  inserted  in  place  of  "  resident,"  "  as  a  stronger 
term."    This  admission  completely  overthrows 
the  main  principle  of  the  report :  which  is,  that, 
according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
a  person  is  an  Aihabitant  of  that  place  in  which 
he  actually  resides.    If  the  stronger  term  "inhab- 
itant" mean  mere  "locality  of  existence''— mere 
residence  in  a  place — what  less  than  this  can  the 
weaker  term  "resident"  mean?     This  one  factj 
as  admitted  by  the  committee  themselves,  proves 
that  the  fundamental  principle  of  their  report  ii 
unsound,  and,  therefore,  ougat  not  to  besttstaioe<l 
by  the  House. 

The  report  cites  Vattel^  and  Jacob^t  Law  Die 
tionary,  in  support  of  its  definition  of  inhabitancy 
but  it  does  it  hesitatingly,  as  in  doubt  of  the  ap 
plicability  of  these  foreign  authorities  to  an  Ameii 
can  question.  I  agree  with  the  committee  ii 
their  doubts:  I, do  not  believe  these  authors  wouli 
be  conclusive  authority,  even  if  they  were  mo) 
explicit  and  full.  But  they  are  the  reverse  of  thii 
FcU^says:  "Inhabitants,  as  distinguished  froi 
citizens,  are  strangers,  who  are  permitted  to  setti 
and  stay  in  the  country."  Even  according  < 
Vattdy  it  is  only  those  who  settle  in  a  place,  tbi 
are  inhabitants  of  it.  As  I  never  settled  in  tj 
District  of  Columbia,  and  never  intended  to  sett 
there,  the  quotation  does  not  apply.  Besides,  a 
cording  to  rattely  inhabitants  are  strangers.  Wh 
becomes  of  the  delightful  theory  of  representati 
government  laid  down  in  this  report  ?  If  inbs 
itants  are  strangers,  where  is  the  representati 
coming  from  the  bosom  of  the  society,  with  I 
knowledge  of  its  character  and   Tiews?    1 
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qaotation  from  Jtitcch  is  still  more  vague.    These 
aQthorities  prove  nothing. 

The  coBstitution  of  Massachusetts  is  quoted  in 
the  report,  as  declaring,  that  a  person  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  an  inhabitant  "  where  he  dweileth  or 
hath  bis  home."  This  the  committee  consider  as 
"settling  coQclasively"  the  meaning  of  the  word. 
PenoDsacqaainted  with  the  civil  concerns  of  the 
State  well  know,  that  that  definition  is  held  as 
leariog  the  question  as  doubtful  as  it  found  it.  So 
far  is  it  from  settling  the  question  conclusively  in 
faTor  of  the  rigid  doctrine  of  the  report,  that  the 
whole  practice  of  that  State  proves  the  rererse. 
The  decisions  of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of 
the  State,  as  well  as  its  legislative  proceedings, 
proTe  that  the  word  inhabitant,  in  that  State,  does 
Doi  mean,  as  this  report  contends,  barely  residence 
ia  a  place,  but  refers  to  a  person  as  a  member  of 
the  political  community.  The  qualification  of  a 
voter  for  Governor  and  Senators  is  inhabitancy, 
wiihoot  using  at  all  the  word  citizen  or  citizen- 
ship. And  yet  (see  Mass.  Reports,  voL  2,  p.  245, 
263,  aad  voL  7,  p.  623)  the  question  respecting  a 
right  to  vote,  ia  invariably  considered  as  involvmg 
the  question  of  citizenship.  Numerous  cases  also 
ui  itK  l^islative  history  show,  that  inhabitancy  is 
retainei^  without  actual  residence.  Bc»ides,  the 
tenns  citizen  and  inhabitant  are  used  in  the  con- 
stitotioD  of  the  State  without  any  apparent  dis- 
tinctioD. 

If,  therefore,  we  take  the  use  of  the  term  inhab- 
itancy in  Massachtisett8,as  the  lest  of  the  legality 
(^  the  election  in  question,  it  is  most  unquestion- 
ably legal.  Every  authority  is  in  its  favor.  And 
this  use,  probably,  ought  to  be  the  test.  When 
the  CoAstiiutioa  of  the  United  Sutes  says^  that  a 
member  of  this  House  must,  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  in  Which 
he  is  chosoi.  it  probably  leaves  to  each  State  to 
^termine  what  shall  be  its  own  terms  of  inhabi- 
^cy.  If,  howerer,  we  take  the  other  ground. 
tnd  consider  the  question  as  one  to  be  determinecl 
«>|eiy  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates, 
withirat  reference  to  the  State  authorities,  it  has 
slready  been  shown,  that  the  framers  of  the  Gon- 
stitotioB,  u  admitted  by  the  committee  themselves, 
bad  a  different  understanding  of  the  meaning  of 
the  word  inhabitant  from  that  contended  for  in 
^is  report 

it  is  also  stated  in  the  report,  that  the  constitu- 
^  of  Delaware,  Georgia,  and  Ohio,  have  a  sav- 
uifdaosein  faror  of  persons  absent  from  those 
pbies;  tad  this  saving  clause  is  given  as  proof, 
[^absence  destroys  inhaWtancy.  It  might  have 
^slated,  that  not  only  these  three  States,  but 
oeariy  ail  the  States  in  the  Union,  acknowledge 
the  saioe  principle  in  favor  of  their  citizens,  when 
•bseot  in  the  service  of  their  State,  or  of  the  Uni- 
^  States.  The  constitution  of  Kentucky,  for 
lastaace,  has  the  following  provision :  "  Absence 
<n  the  business  of  this  State,  or  the  United  States, 
shall  DOC  forfeit  a  residence  once  obtained."  The 
«me  principle,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  is  re- 
cognised by  the  constitutions  of  twelve  out  of  the 
eighteen  States,  whose  constitutions  have  been 
formed  since  that  of  the  United  States.    And  Vir- 


ginia, in  her  general  election  law,  adds  also  her 
example  to  the  list  Instead  of  inferring  from 
these  facts,  as  this  report  infers,  that  mere  absence 
destroys  inhabitancy.  I  infer,  and  confidently  infer, 
the  very  reverse.  Tnis  general  concurrence  of  the 
voice  of  the  nation,  in  &vor  of  persons  in  public 
employment,  proves  that  the  principle  is  founded 
deeply  in  the  common  sense  of  mankmd.  It  proves 
that  it  is  an  essential  princinle  in  our  free  institu- 
tions, that  absence  on  public  employment  shall 
not  diminish  the  rights  of  the  person  so  employed. 

The  report  cites  the  act  of  March,  1790,  for 
taking  the  first  census,  as  proof  of  the  correctness 
of  its  own  definition  of  the  word  inhabitant  We 
know  very  well,  that  laws  are  oAen  passed,  with- 
out much  regard  to  critical  verbal  accuracy.  In 
most  cases,  the  language  is  such  as  happens  to  be 
reported  by  a  committee ;  and  I  am  not  at  all  in- 
clined to  support  the  infallibility  of  committees. 
But  suppose  the  word  inhabitant  i%  used  in  this 
law  with  entire  accuracy ;  even  this  protes  noth- 
ing. It  does  not  prove  that .  the  first  Congress 
meant  to  exclude  from  the  enumeration  persons 
who  were  temporarily  absent  from  their  original 
permanent  homes.    It  therefore  proves  nothing. 

Nor  does  the  judiciary  law  of  1789,  cited  in  the 
report,  prove  any  thing.  In  the  ^hole  of  that 
long  act,  the  word  inhabitant  appears  to  be  used 
but  twice;  in  the  11th  and  in  the  27th  sections. 
And  in  neither  case  does  the  use  of  the  word  give 
the  slightest  sanction  to  the  doctrine  advanced  in 
this  report. 

.  In  reply  to  the  altnost  irresistible  argument  in 
mv  favor  drawn  from  the  numerous  instances  in 
which  persons  have  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  in- 
habitants, while  absent  m  public  employment,  tfaa 
report  contends,  that  such  instances  cannot  be 
properly  adduced  as  precedents,  where  the  Qoea- 
tion  was  not  formally  agitated  and  decided.  This 
doctrine  I  venture  to  say  is  unsound.  Whatever 
may  be  its  correctness  as  applied,  in  the  strict 
practice  of  courts  ef  law,  to  principles,  it  cannot 
be  true  as  applied  to  the  meaning  of  a  word.  Lan- 
guage, we  all  know,  is  perfectly  arbit»ry.  The 
meaning  of  a  word  is  determined  wholly  by  its 
use.  If  the  people  of  a  country,  by  common  con- 
sent, consider  a  person  as  an  inhabitant  of  a  State, 
though  he  is  temporarii|r  absent  in  public  employ- 
ment, this  must  be  received  as  the  true  meaning 
qf  the  word,  even  if  there  were  not  a  single  formal 
decision  on  the  point  Such  greneral  practice 
shows  what  is  the  common-sense  interpretation  of 
the  word ;  and  is  conclusive  of  the  question. 

We  might  go  further  than  this.  Even  if  it 
were  proved  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
understood  the  word  in  the  same  sense  as  is  con- 
tended for  in  the  report,  (though  we  have  seen 
distinctly  that  they  did  not,)  yet,  if  it  were  also 
proved,  that,  for  thirty  years  past,  the  uniform 
understanding  of  the  people  of  this  eountnr  has 
been  different,  and  their  uniform  practice  different, 
it  would  be  wrong  to  reject  this  uniform  under- 
standing and  practice,  and  revive  the  obsolete  use 
of  the  word.  La^iguage  is  ever  fluctuating.  The 
title  of  one  of  the  most  ingenious  treatises  on 
philology  ever  presented  to  the  world,  very  aptly 
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expresses  this  cbmracter  of  language — "Winged 
Words."  Words  are  indeed  winged ;  they  are 
constantly  changing  their  meanings,  and  assum- 
ing new  uses.  If  the  constitution  of  a  country, 
by  the  lapse  of  time^  have  a  different  construction 
from  that  originally  given  it,  and  any  supposed 
evil  ensue,  the  proper  remedy  is  to  amend  the 
constitution,  and  not  to  attempt  to  revive  obsolete 
interpretations,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  rights  of 
persons  who  hare  acted  on  the  faith  of  long  and 
uniform  practice.  In  the  present  case,  however, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  this.  We  have  seen  that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  did  not  under- 
stand the  word  inhabitant  as  it  is  defined  in  this 
report. 

There  Is  one  arj^ument,  Mr.  Chairman,  entitled 
to  great  consideration ;  it  is  the  peculiar  condition 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  its  government. 
The  Committee  on  Elections,  however,  in  their 
report,  confess  themselves  unable  to  disoover  any 
thing  in  this  circumstance  applicable  to  the  pres- 
ent case.  To  my  view^  the  circumstance  is  a  most 
important  one — so  important  that  perhaps  the 
question  might  be  rested  safely  on  this  point  alone, 
without  even  naming  any  other. , 

The  District  of  Columbia  is  a  district  erected 
expressly  for  the  accommodation  of  the  States  of 
this  Union,  as  the  seat  of  their  common  Qovern- 
ment.  This  common  Government  exercises  ex- 
clusive legislation  over  it.  Every  State,  there- 
fore, partakes  of  its  jurisdiction ;  and  every  person 
residing  in  the  District  is  under  the  participant 
jurisdiction  of  his  own  State.  To  say,  then,  that 
a  person,  coming  from  one  of  the  States  to  this 
District,  has  left  entirely  the  jurisdiction  of  his 
own  State,  is  incorrect ;  he  has  left  its  peculiar 
and  separate,  but  not  its  participant  jurisdiction. 
Let  us  suppose  a  district  of  ten  miles  square  in  the 
centre  of  Maryland,  divided  into  four  equal  parts, 
and  owned  by  four  individual  persons.  Suppose 
these  persons  should  convert  one  square  mile,  in 
the  centre  of  this  District,  into  a  joint  property, 
for  the  purpose  of  a  park.  And  suppose  Mary- 
land should  pass  a  game  law,  prohibiting  every 
person  from  hunting  on  any  grounds  not  his  own. 
Can  we  believe  that  this  law  would  prohibit  those 
four  proprietors  from  bunting  in  their  joint  park  ? 
No.  Yet  in  the  same  sense  in  which  this  park  is 
the  propertjr  of  these  four  persons,  is  the  District 
of  Columbia  the  territory  of  each  State  in  the 
Union.  Who  will  deny  that  each  State  partici- 
pates in  the  legislation  of  this  House?  In  the 
same  degree  it  participates  in  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  District  of  Uolumbia. 

The  report  says  that  the  same  rule  will  apply 
to  all  the  territory  purchased  by  the  United  States, 
ai  to  this  District.  The  correctness  of  this  posi- 
tion is  distinctly  denied.  The  power  of  Congress 
over  this  District,  and  that  over  such  Territories, 
are  powers  derived  from  two  entirely  distinct 
,  clauses  of  the  Constitution ;  and  clauses  having  a 
marked  distinction  of  phraseology.  To  say  that 
what  applies  to  one  power,  must  apply  to  the  other 
aiao,  is  therefore  plainly  erroneous.  But  even  if 
correct,  it  Would  not  prove  the  correctness  of  the 
report.  If  any  one  can  by  an  effort  prove,  that  what 


applies  to  the  one  applies  also  to  the  other,  he    , 
shall  be  welcome  to  the  full  benefit  of  his  effort 
The  doctrine  will  still  be  true  and  oDshakea,  that 
each  State  parHcipates  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the    , 
District  of  Columbia.  \ 

It  may  also  be  truly  said,  that  a  person  em*   i 
ployed  in  the  business  of  tne  United  States,  is    , 
employed  in  the  business  of  each  State.    The   , 
agent  of  a  commercial  house  is  the  agent  of  each   | 
individual  associated  in  the  firm.    So,  the  busi-   , 
ness  of  the  United  States  is  the  business  of  each 
State  so  united.    A  person,  therefore,  who  leaves 
his  own  State  to  discbarge  any  executive  duties 
at  Washington,  is  employ^  in  the  business  of  that 
State,  and  continues  under  its  modified  jurisdic- 
tion.   That  the  Committee  of  Elections  shoold 
confess  themselves  unable  to  discover  a  distinc-  ^ 
tion  between  such  a  residence  at  Washington,  and  j 
an  ordinary  *' settlement  in  one  of  the  States  of 
the  Union,"  is  indeed  remarkable. 

In  the  seventh  page  of  the  report,  we  have  a  [ 
statement  of  the  views  of  the  committee  respect- 
ing ambassadors  and  other  foreigu  agents,  which, 
taxen  in  connexion  with  other  parts  of  the  report, 
has  indeed  surprised  me.    It  is-  stated  that  no 
analogy  exists  between  the  cases  of  such  foreign 
agents,  and  the  case  in  question ;  inasmuch  as  aa 
ambassador  cannot  become  a  ^'citizen"  of  the 
country  in  which  he  resides,  nor  can  '*  lose  hit 
allegiance"  to  his  own  country.    Here  the  com- 
mittee have  fallen  into  the  very  error  (if  error  it 
be)  asainst  which,  in  a  former  part  of  their  report, 
they  hold  out  a  pointed  caution.    In  page  4  ther 
say  that  "  many  of  the  misconceptions"  which 
prevail  respecting  inhabitancy,  have  arisen  from 
confounding  the  terms  inhabitant  and  cUizen,  **  The 
word  inhabitant,"  they  say,  ^^  comprehends  a  sim- 
ple fact,  locality  of  existence ;  that^of  citizen,  a 
combination  or  civil  privileges.''    Yet,  in  page  7, 
when  speaking  of  ambassadors,  they  commit  the 
very  error  against  which  they  had  just  protested: 
and  speak  of  citizenship  and  cUegia/iice^  sayios 
nothing  of  i^ihdbitancyy  and  the  amlMissadoc's  local 
existence.    If  the  main  doctrine  of  the  report  be 
correct,  that  ''civil  privileges"  relate  exclusively 
to  citizenship,  and  not  at  all  to  inhabitancv,  and 
that  inhabitancy  comprehends  barely  the  tact  of 
local  existence,  then  an  ambassador  is  most  plain- 
ly and  indisputably  an  inhabitant  of  the  country 
in  which  he  resides.    The  doctrine,  therefore,  in 
relation  to  ambassadors,  is  utterly  inconsistent 
with  the  fundamental  princi|)le  of  this  report. 

Eiqually  inconsistent  with  it  is  the  report  of  thie 
same  Committee  of  Elections,  made  on  the  3d 
instant,  in  the  case  of  the  member  from  Georgia, 
(Mr.  FoRSTTB.)  "The  capacity  in  which  h< 
acted,"  says  this  second  report, ''  excludes  the  ides 
that,  by  the  performance  of  his  duty  abroad,  h< 
ceased  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States.' 
How  the  capacity  in  which  a  person  acts,  cat 
change  the  "  fact"  of  his  local  existence,  is  pel 
fectly  incomprehensible.  If  the  doctrine  of  tbi 
first  report  be  true,  that  inhabitancy  means  barelj 
the  fact  of  local  existence;  and  if  a  Minister  c 
the  United  States  actually  reside  in  Spain,  it  fol 
lows  by  irresistible  necessity  that  he  is  an  inhal 
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itaot  of  SmId,  and  not  of  the  United  States.  To 
speak  of  toe  capacit]^  of  a  Minister,  and  the  priv- 
ileges resulting  to  him,  from  that  capacity,  is,  ac- 
cording to  the  first  report,  wholly  foreign  to  the 
qaestioQ  of  inhabitancy ;  since  privileges  relate 
wholly  to  citizenship,  and  not  at  all  to  inhabit- 
aocy,  which  means  barely  local  existence.  If, 
tkerefore,  the  first  report  be  correct,  the  second 
aooot  be  correct. 

This  second  report,  after  having  thus  attempted 
to  prore  that  the  member  from  €(eor^ia  {Mr. 
Foistth)  was.  while  actaally  residing  in  Spiain, 
in  reility*an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States,  pro- 
ceeds to  say,  that  '^  inasmuch  as  he  had  no  in- 
babitsDCj  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union  than 
Georgia,  he  must  be  considered  as  in  (he  same 
situstitoQ  as  beR>re  the  acceptance  of  the  apnoint- 
ment."  Here  is  laid  down  the  doctrine  of  con- 
stnietire  inhabitancy,  as  broadly  as  I  have  ever 
chimed  it.  A  person,  though  actually  living  in 
Spiio,  isto  be  amsidered  as  living  in  GJeor|fia,  be- 
cause be  was  in  "  the  performance  of  hu  doty 
abroad,"  and  becanse  he  lived  in  no  "  other  part 
of  tbe  Union  than  Georgia."  For  the  same  rea- 
son a  person  who  performs  executive,  legislative, 
or  judicial  duties  at  Washington,  and  who  takes 
BO  pan  in  the  civil  concerns  of  the  place,  "  must 
be  coBudered  as  in  the  same  situation  as  before 
the  acceptance  of  the  appointnOent."  This  is  the 
true  doctriue  of  our  free  and  liberal  institutions, 
as  well  as  of  the  second  refwrt  of  the  committee, 
though  it  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  their  first 
report. 

It  bas  been  said  that  the  case  of  an  ambassador 
or  other  minister  is  wholly  different  from  the 
preseet  case,  because  he  is  invested  expressljr  ^ith 
certain  privileges  by  ^UerruUtanal  latD.  This  dif- 
ference IS  wholly  imaginary.  The  real  substance 
oC  the  privileges  of  a  Minister  is,  that  he  is  not 
subject  to  the  faiws  and  government  of  the  coun- 
try ia  which  he  resides.  And  the  reason  of  this 
is  gim  by  writers  on  public  law.  This  exemp- 
tion is  giren,  because  without  it  he  could  not 
discharge,  properly  and  independently,  the  duties 
of  iiis  office.  This  is  the  simple  account  of  the 
case;  (here  is  no  magic  in  it  whatever.  A  Min- 
ster is  allowed  certain  privileges  while  abroad, 
to  facilitate  the  discharge  of  his  duties  while  there, 
but  ha? iog  no  reference  whatever  to  the  continu- 
>see  or  exercise  of  merely  municipal  rights  at 
boiBe. 

This  riew  is  supported  by  tbe  very  meaning  of 
^  vofd  international.  International  law  is  the 
l<w  which  prevails  between  nations,  and  is  en- 
tifelf  distinct  from  the  inteinal  law  of  a  nation. 
Tbe  qnalificatioas  of  members  of  this  House  are 
prescnbed  by  our  own  internal  and  purely  muni- 
cipal regulations.  To  call  in  international  law 
fo  set  aside  or  restrain  a  municipal  regulation  of 
s  purely  municipal  subject,  is  plainly  i^n  error. 
AMioister,  appointed  to  a  foreign  mission,  re- 
ceives the  protection  of  international  law  the  rao- 
ottnt  be  leaves  his  own  country.  He  enjoys  this 
protection  while  on  bis  passa£;e  out,  while  in  a 
^Keigo  conntry,  and  while  on  his  return  ;  but  the 
moment  he  touches  his  own  country,  that  moment 


this  protection  ceases,  and  he  becomes  su'bject 
again  to  the  municipal  regulations  of  his  country. 
International  law  returns  him  to  his  country,  but 
cannot  allot  him  to  this  or  that  particular  sec- 
tion of  it.  The  latter  is  tbe  part,  purely,  of  mu« 
nicipal  law.  To  say  that  international  law  de- 
termines whether  a  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
on  his  return  from  his  mission,  is  an  inhabitant  of 
Georgia  or  of  Maine,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  be  eli- 
gible to  a  seat  in  this  House,  is  too  obviously  in- 
correct to  need  comment. 

But,  even  if  we  could  for  a  moment  admit,  that 
international  law  can  determine  the  municipal  pri- 
vileges of  our  citizens,  it  has  no  bearine  on  the 
question  of  inhabitancy,  if  the  doctrine  of  the  first 
report  be  correct,  that  privileges  relate  wholly  to 
citizenship,  while  inhabitatfcy  means  the  simple 
fact  of  local  existence.  To  resort  to  international 
law  to  ascertain  the  fact  where  a  person  has  his 
local  existence,  is  to  give  that  law  a  use,  which  it 
is  believed  is  wholly  new. 

Under  every  view  of  the  subject,  therefore,  it  is 
evident  that  international  law  cannot  be  brought 
to  fix  any  difference  between  the  case  of  an  Ex- 
ecutive ofiScer  in  foreign  employment,  and  one 
employed  at  the  Seat  of  Government.  If  "the 
word  inhabitant  comprehends  a  simple  fact,  lo- 
cality of  existence,''  as  the  first  report  contends, 
then  a  Minister  residing  abroad  most  plainly  ceases 
to  be  an  inhabitant  of  bis  own  country,  during 
such  residence.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  as  the  sec- 
ond report  contends,  a  MinisteY,  as  to  his  inhabi- 
tancy, '^  must  be  considered  as  in  the  same  situa- 
tion as  before  the  acceptance  of  the  appointment," 
since  he  is  in  "  the  performance  of  his  auty  abroad ;" 
equally  ought  a  person,  who  is  in  **  the  perfor- 
mance of  his  duty"  in  an  Executive  omce  at 
Washington,  to  "  be  considered  as  in  the  same  sit- 
uation as  before  the  acceptance  of  the  appoint- 
ment." The  same  rule,  under  a  Government  of 
equal  laws,  must  apply  to  both. 

From  these  views,. Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  prin- 
ciples contained  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  on  the  case  in  question,  and  of  the  ob- 
vious inconsistency  of  its  different  parts,  we  may 
easily  determine,  whether  that  clear  and  positive 
case  is  made  out,  without  which  the  right  of  a 
sitting  member,  and  the  clearly  expressed  will  of 
the  people,  ougnt  never  to  be  set  aside. 

[Minutes  of  the  first  part  only  of  Mr.  B's  re- 
marks, were  taken  by  the  reporter.  In  the  sul^e- 
quent  part,  Mr.  B.  contended,  that  he  had  a  right 
to  complain  of  the  course  which  proceedings  had 
«taken — ^that  very  partial  and  feeble  remonstrances, 
two  out  of  a  great  number  which  were  got  up  out 
of  bis  district,  printed,  and  distributed  throuffh  it 
anonymously,  were  forwarded  to  a  member  with  an 
aponymous  letter,  and  were  received  and  made  the 
ground  of  proceedings,  contrary  to  every  precedent 
in  the  history  of  the  House— that,  in  the  absence 
of  all  evidence  whatever  accompanying  the  re- 
monstrances, tbe  Committee  of  Elections  proceed- 
ed of  their  own  motion,  to  collect  evidence,  thus 
makioff  them!)elves  the  prosecuting  party,  a  situa- 
tion which,  from  the  very  constitutiota  of  human 
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nature,  without  any  improper  motives^  the  impu- 
tatioa  of  which  was  expressly  disclaimed,  must 
give  a  bias  to  the  committee  uDfavorable  to  the 
sitting  member,  and  render  his  position  less  eligi- 
ble than  if  his  seat  had  been  regularly  contest^ ; 
•and  that  thus  an  unfavorable  report  bv  a  bare 
majority  of  the  committee  was  obtained,  which, 
from  the  confidence  habitually  and  necessarily 
{fiven  by  the  House  to  its  committees,  operated  in- 
juriously to  the  sitting  member.  Mr.  B.  proeeeJed 
to  argue,  that  whether  the  irules  and  practice  of 
the  United  States,  or  those  of  Massachusetts,  be 
taken  as  the  test,  the  report  of  the  Committee  wa"^ 
unsound;  since  the  Journal  of  the  Convention 
of  17S7  proves  that  inKabUani  and  rmdent  were 
deemed  different,  and  numerous  precedents,  both 
of  Massachusetts  and  of  the  United  Slates,  confirm 
the  diBtiujCtionJ 

When  Mr.  Bah  ley  luid  concluded — 

Mr.  Storrb  of  New  York,  put  several  queries 
in  illustration  of  the  case. 

To  which  Mr.  Bailey  briefiy  replied. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise;  which  motion  was  negatived — ayes 
71,  noes  75. 

Mr.  Brent  then  spoke  in  support  of  the  right 
of  Mr.  Bailey  to  his  seat,  and  against  the.  report 
of  the  Committee,  which  he  moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  word  "not." 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  expressed  a  wish 
to  deliver  his  sentiments,  but,  on  account  of  the 
lateness  of  the  hour,  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise;  which  was  carried. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  and,  having 
reported  progress,  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Weonesoay,  March  17. 

Mr.  Rankiji,  from  th6  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  by 
resolution,  on  the  IBth  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  "An  act  providing  for  the  examina- 
tion of  titles  and  claims  tg  land  in  that  part  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  situated  between  the  Rio 
Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river ;"  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  bv  resolution,  on  the  6th 
January  last,  reported  a  bill  granting  to  the  coun^ 
ties  of  each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  the  public  lands  are  situated,  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  quarter  sections  of  land, 
for  seats  of  justice  within  the  same ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill 
granting  to  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  the  right  of 
pre*emption  to  certain  quarter  sections  of  land. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  by  resolution,  on  the  2d 
of  February  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  changing  the 
mode  of  surveying  the  public  lands  on  any  river, 
lake,  bayou,  or  water-course,  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi and  Territory  of  Arkansas;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  last  mentioned. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Laqds  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  of  the  &th  of  February  ultimo,  instruct- 
ing them  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  making 
roads,  levees,  ^c.,  on  public  lands  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana ;  also,  from  the  memorial  of  the  Grene- 
ral  Assembly  of  Indiana,  asking  that  relief  may 
be  given  to  purchasers  of  public  landa,'  of  a  cer- 
tain description,  referred  on  the  23d  of  February 
ultinxo ;  as,  also,  from  the  cases  of  William  Con- 
ner and  E.  J.  West,  and  that  they  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Sharps,  by  leave  of  the  House, 'presented 
a  petition  and  representation  of  the  booksellers, 
bookbinders,  printers,  and  paper  dealers,  residing 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  Congress  to 
"  impose  such  an  increased  rate  Cf  duty  on  the 
importation  of  such  books  as  are  usually  repub- 
lished in  this  country,  as  will  protect  the  Ameri- 
can publisher  from  uncertainty  and  loss  in  his  en- 
terprises." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  N&wton,  two  thousand  ad- 
ditional copies  of  the  communication  from  the 
Treasury,  containing^a  digest  of  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  b^y  Mr.  Breck, 
was  called  up  for  consideration ;  and,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  B.,  it  was  modified  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Reeoived,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  beio- 
■tructed  to  report  to  this  Home  whether  anj  law 
exists  in  oontrsvention  of  the  provisions  of  the  conven- 
tion of  the  dd  of  Jaly,  1816,  made  between  this  coun- 
try  and  Great  Britain  ;  also,  to  inquire  into,  the  expe- 
diency of  countervailing  by  law  any  duties  or  port 
charges  on  American  commerce  or  tonnage  whidi 
Great  Britain  may  Ittj  thereon  in  bar  ooiooiea,  or 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  NfiWTON,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  who  had  yesterday  opposed  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolution,  withdrew  his  opposition, 
and  explained  the  circumstances  of  the  case  to 
which  the  resolution  refers. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  [ilacing  John  Pier- 
pont,  a  soldier  of  th^  Rerolution,  upon  the  pen- 
sion list 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiairs  were  instructed  to  inqotre  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  or  amending  the  ncl 
passed  for  the  relief  of  John  B.Hogan,  at  the  last 
session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mbrcer,  the  Committee  oil 
the  Suppression  of  the  African  Slave  Trade  ^wer^ 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend 
ing  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States  for  th< 
suppression  of  that  traffic,  so  as  to  extend  thi 
penalties  thereof  to  cases  of  expeditions  fitted  oti 
m  foreign  ports  or  places  for  that  traffic,  by,  or  o^ 
account  of,  citizens  or  persons  residing  within  thi 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  <^Aa  act  ti 
authorize  the  employ inp^  of  certain  assistants  ii 
the  General  Land  Office,"  was  read  the  thir 
time,  and  ))assed. 
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MIL  BAILET'8  CASE. 
The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  d^v, 
and  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
Cobb  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  in  the  case  of  John  Bailef. 

And  the  question  being,  on  Mr«  Brent's  mo- 
tion, to  strike  out  the  word  "  not "  in  the  close 
of  that  report,  so  as  to  make  it  declare  that  Mr. 
Bailejif  entitlec^to  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  this 
Houise. 

Mr.  PcTLLEK  said  he  felt  some  embarrassment  in 
addressing  the  Committee,  in  consequence  of  the 
notice  giVen  yesterday  of  his  intention,  a  cir- 
eomstance  he  always^  if  possible,  avoided.  He 
woald  not  deny,  he  said,  that  he  lelt  a  strong  de- 
sire to  conrince  them  of  the  correctness  o?  the 
Tiews  which  he  entertained  upon  the  subject  of 
the  coflteslted  election  of  the  sitting  member  from 
the  district  of  Norfolk,  in  Massachusetts. 

The  power  of  deciding  npon  the  claims  of  mem- 
bers to  their  seats  is  ^iven  in  the  1st  article,  5th 
seetion  of  the  Constitution^  in  these  words,  riz : 
"Each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections, 
mums,  and  ^ualiJUatwns,  of  its  own  members.'' 
TKis  clause  comprehends  three  particulars :  elec- 
tioDs,  retams,   and  '^qualifications."     The  two 
first,  it  is  manifest,  cannot  haye  been  previously 
considered  and  determined  by  the  people  them- 
selves, and  are,  therefore,  to  be  determined  by  the 
House,  unaided  and  uninfluenced  by  such  previous 
determinatien.      But  the  'Hjuaiificat ions''  of  the 
member,  as  they  mast  have  existed  before  and  at 
the  time  of  the  election,  must  be  presumed  to  have 
had  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the  electors 
themselves,  and  if  the  House  should  reverse  their 
decision,  it  ought  to  be  supported  bv  the  most 
dear  and  ineontrovertible  reasons.    What  are  the 
^oaliflcations  required  by  the  Constitution  for  a 
ttember  of  this  body?    That  he  be  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  have  been  seven  years  a  citizen  of 
the  Uaited  States,  and,  ''when  elected, an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  State  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen." 
The  last  of  these  qualifications  is  the  only  one 
necessary  to  be  considered  in  the  present  case; 
and  of  this,  above  all  others,  I  contend,  said  Mr. 
F.,  that  the  citizens  by  whose  sufiVages  the  niem- 
ber  was  elected,  and  has  hitherto  held  his  seat, 
possessed  far  better  means  of  judging  correctly 
than  this  House,  or  its  Committee  of  Elections, 
caa  possibly  possess.    Without  going,  at  this  mo- 
It,  into  technical  definitions  of  toe  term  tn- 
I  may  safely  affirm  that  the  spirit  and 
M^ot  of  the  Constitution,  in  requiring  a  member 
to  bean  inhabitant;  to  secure  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  the  sentiments  and  interests  of  his  constituents ; 
to  identify  hts  views  and  springs  of  action  with 
theirs,  may  be  more  safely  confided  in  its  applica- 
tbn  to  tM  constituents  themselves  than  to  any 
other  tribunal  whatever.    The  general  character 
of  a  candidate  for  the  people's  favor,  his  habits  of 
iQtercoarae   with  themselves,  his  knowledge  of 
their  circumstances,  opinions,  and  interests,  are 
pecaliarlj  within  their  view,  and  subject  to  their 
observation.    They  cannot  possibly  err  in  their 
judgment  npon  these  points;  and  their  interest 
coincides  with  their  local  and  personal  feelings  in 


nest. 


withholdinff  their  suffrages  from  any  candidate 
who  is  deficient  in  these  respects.  If  they  are 
satisfied,  there  can  be  very  little  danger  that  the 
member  is  wanting  in  the  qualification  of  being 
an  inhabitant  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Now,  this  judgment  of  the  Electors  is 
founded  upon  innumerable  circumstances  of  daily 
occurrence,  which  .can  never  admit  of  being  de- 
tailed in  aepositions,  and,  therefore,  cannot  be 
presented  in  their  true  and  proper  light  to  this 
tiouse.  Hence,  arises  the  obvious  inference,  that 
the  decision  of  the  people  on  this  point  ought  not 
to  be  reversed  but  upon  palpable  grounds,  and  by 
no  means  upon  any  construction  or  technical 
nicety  in  regard  to  the  terms  employed  by  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution. 

As  a  preliminary,  it  is  important  to  ascertain 
the  import  of  the  term  inhaitiant^  as  used  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and  1  cannot 
but  express  some  surprise  at  the  limited  and  very 
loose  conceptions  of  the  committee  pn  this  point. 
But  I  ought  here  to  observe  that,  in  the  course  of 
my  remarks,  though  I  shall  often  have  occasion 
to  dissent  entirely  from  the  committee,  a  majority 
of  whom  only  concurred  in  their  report,  both  in 
their  premises,  and  in  their  general  reasoning,  I 
nevertheless  feel  a  sincere  respect  for  them,  per* 
sonally,  and  I  freely  accord  to  them  the  merit  of 
honorable  intentions  and  of  pat\,ent  inquiry.  Nor 
ought  any  censure  to  attacn  to  those  citizens  of 
Norfolk  district,  however  few  in  number,  who 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  bring  before  this  House  a 
question  upon  the  Constitution  ot  their  cocuitrv, 
which  they  might  deem  important.  In  th^r  defi- 
nition, the  committee  say,  the  word  inhabitant, 
comprehendsa  simple  fact,  ''locality  of  existence.'' 
Report,  p.  4.  In  tne  next  page,  they  quote  Vattdf 
book  Ij  ch.  19,  sec.  213,  "the  inhabitants,  as  dis- 
'  tinguished  from  citizens,  are  stratlgers,  who  are 
'  permitted  to  settle  and  stay  in  the  country  ;  thev 
'do  not  participate  in  all  the  rights  of  citizens.'' 
Is  it  possible,  that  this  definition  from  Vattdf  who 
is  merely  describing  strangers  and  foreigner^,  can 
be  the  sense,  in  which  the  word  "  inhabitant," 
was  used  by  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  ?  It 
is  apparent,  that  the  translator  of  VaUd  has  used 
the  word  inhabitant,  in  the  sense  which  is  uni- 
versally attached  to  tne  word  resident,  and  without 
having  examined  the  original  for  the  pui;pose,  I 
think  it  probable,  the  idea  of  the  author  would 
have  been  correctly  expressed  in  our  language,  by 
the  latter  word.  But,  however  that  may  be,  the 
Constitution,  in  speaking  of  inhabitants,  certainly 
does  not  mean  "  strangers"  or  foreigners.  Equally 
certain  it  is,  that  "  locality  of  existence,"  is  not 
the  Constitutional  definition,  since  this  transfers 
a  man's  inhabitancy  from  one  place  to  another, 
whensoever  he  may  be  obliged  to  journey  from 
one  town  or  State  to  another,  however  short  bis 
stay,  and  however  speedy  his  return.  Every  ab- 
sence from  the  place  of  his  permanent  abode,  would 
be  a  suspension  of  his  inhabitancy,  and  a  tempo- 
rary disfranchisement  of  his  rights,  under  the 
Constitution.  The  true  meaning  of  the  word  in- 
habitant, in  my  opinion,  is,  a  person  who  has  a 
permanent  home  or  domicil,  in  a  place.    In  this 
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definition  I  am  sustained  by  VatUl:  ^'  The  domicil 
'  is  the  habitation  fixed  m  any  place,  with  the 
'  intention  of  always  staying  there.    A  man  does 

*  not,  then,  establish  his  domicil  in  any  place, 

<  unless  he  make  sufficiently  known  his  intention 
'  of  fixing  there,  either  tacitly  or  by  an  express 

*  declaration.    However,  this  declaration  is  no 

*  reason  why,  if  he  afterwards  changes  his  mind, 
'  he  may  not  remove  his  domicil  elsewhere.    In 

<  this  sense,  he  who  stops,  even  for  a  long  time,  in 
'  a  place,  for  the  management  of  his  anairs,  has 
'  only  a  simple  habitation  there,  but  has  no  dom- 

<  icil."  B.  1.  ch.  19,  sect.  218.  That  it  is  in  this 
sense,  of  permanent  habitation,  that  the  word  in- 
habitant IS  used  in  the  Constitution,  is  clearly 
shown  from  the  fact  adverted  to,  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  itself.  The  word  resident,  was  used 
in  the  first  draught  of  the  Constitution,  and  after- 
wards, upon  mature  consideration,  was  struck  out, 
and  *^  inhabitant"  substituted,  as  it  now  stands,  as 
the  qualification  for  Representatives;  while, in  art 
2,  sec.  1,  it  was  provided,  in  the  original  draught, 
that  the  President  shall  have  been  fourteen  years 
an  '^  inhabitant"  of  the  United  States,  and  was 
afterwards  so  altered  as  to  require  the  present  pro- 
vision, viz:  that  he  shall  have  been  ''fourteen 
years  a  resident  within  the  United  States."  Hence, 
U  is  certain  that  it  was  then  intended,  as  to  the 
candidate  for  President,  not  merely  that  he  should 
have  his  permanent  habitation  for  that  period  of 
time,  in  the  country,,  because  such  habitation 
would  not  preclude  his  absence  from  the  country 
on  public  or  private  business,  perhaps  two- thirds 
of  tDe*tiroe ;  but  he  should  have  the  advantage  of 
actual  residence,  or,  in  the  words  of  the  report,  of 
"  local  existence,"  during  that  period,  within  the 
limits  of  the  country,  over  which  he  is  to  preside. 
At  the  same  time,  a  Representative  is  required, 
not  merely  to  have  his  residence,  or  temporary 
''  local  [existence,"  in  the  State  "  when  elected," 
which  he  might  do.  without  any  fixed  habitation 
there,  and  without  naving  ever  passed  a  month  or 
even  a  week  within  the  State,  or  haying  any  right 
or  interest  in  common  with  its  citizens ;  but  he 
must  have  his  permanent  habitation  or  domicil  in 
the  State,  which  is  implied  in  requiring  him  to  be 
an  ''  inhabitant."  How  much  more  wise  and 
effectual  is  this  provision,  than  the  requisition  of 
residence  only,  must  be  obvious  to  all ;  yet,  it  is 
in  this'sense  only,  by  the  construction  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  a  Representative  is  required  to  be  an 
inhabitant.  He  must^  when  elected,  have  his 
"  local  existence"  within  the  State,  but  his  perma- 
nent habitation  may  be  in  any  other  State,  or  in 
any  other  country  !  Their  quotations  from  Vattely 
showing  that  inhabitants  mav  be  strangers,  that 
is  to  say,  foreigners,  fully  justi&es  me  in  ascribing 
to  them  this  preposterous  interpretation  of  the 
Constitution. 

The  committee  very  properly  concede,  that  the 
definition  of  the  word  "  inhabitant,"  as  it  was 
contemporaneously  understood  in  Massachusetts, 
ought  to  have  great  weicht  in  fixing  its  import  in 
the  present  case ;  and  they  cite  a  passage  m  the 
constitution  of  that  State,  for  the  purpose  of  sus- 
taining their  own  conclusion  upon  that  point,  viz : 


"  To  remove  all  doubt  concern iog  the  word  in- 
'  habitant^  in  this  constitution,  every  person  shall 
<  be  considered  an  inhabitant  for  the  purpose  of 
'  electing  and  being  elected,  into  any  office  or 
'  place  within  the  State,  in  that  town,  district,  or 
'  plantation,  where  he  dwelleth  or  hath  his  borne.'' 
Rep.  p.  6.  Now,  this  passage  in  our  State  con- 
stitution is  Jn  point,  not  to  support,  but  to  confute, 
the  reasoning  of  the  committee :  for  it  shows,  coa- 
dusively,  that  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts  can 
elect  and  be  elected,  not  where  they  have  a  mere 
*'  local  existence,"  where  they  are  "  strangers," 
in  the  language  of  Vattelj  but,  where  they  bare 
their  ''home" — their  domicil,  or  permaneat  res- 
idence. 

In  conformity  with  this  understanding  of  their 
constitution,  has  been  the  constant  usage  in  Mass- 
achusetts, of  which  it  is  easy  to  enumerate  many 
instances  in  point.    As  a  qualification  for  the 
office  of  Governor,  the  same  constitution  requires 
that  the  candidate  shall  have  been  an  inhabitant 
of  the  State  for  seven  years  ''next  precedins  bis 
election."    Mr.  Gbre  had  been  absent  in  England 
six  or  seven  years,  as  a  commissioner  under  the 
treaty  of  1794,  and,  within  three  or  four  years 
after  his  return,  was  elected  Governor.    This  was 
in  times  of  violent  party  contention,  yet,  among 
many  objections  taken  at  the  scrutiny  in  the  Le- 
gislature, this  was  never  once  mentioned.    The 
present  Governor,  Kustis,  had  been  absent  from 
nis  country  on  a  foreign  mission,  for  many  years, 
and,  within  three  or  four  years  after  his  return, 
was  elected  to  the  same  omce.    It  never  once  oc* 
curred  to  those  who  preferred  his  rival,  that  he 
was  not  eligible,  because,  for  more  than  half  the 
"  seven  years  next  preceding  his  election,"  he  bad 
had  his  "local  existence"  m  a  foreign  country. 
Nor  are  instances  wanting  of  persons  who  were 
absent  on  their  own  private  concerns,  being  elect- 
ed to  offices  requiring^  by  the  Constitution,  that 
they  should  have  been  inhabitants  a  term  of  years, 
which  inchided  the  period  of  their  absence,  ^'neit 
preceding"  their  election ;  amouff  whom  the  cases 
of  Benjamin  Hitchborn  and  WiUiam  Hull  were  in 
evidence  before  the  committee.     To  obviate  the 
force  of  these  practical  interpretations  of  the  term 
"  inhabitant."  as  used  in  Massachusetts,  the  com* 
mittee  are  obliged  to  resort  to  the  supposition  thai 
the  elections  were  not  duly  contested  or  scruti' 
nized,  because  such  opposition  to  the  "  choice  ol 
the  people  is  a  very  unpleasant  Usk."    But  tb< 
fact  is  well  known  that  this  "unpleasant  task' 
was  constancy,  and  with  avidity,  undertaken  b] 
rivals  and  partisans,  whenever  any  plausible  pre 
text  was  afforded;  and  many  examples  of  success 
ful  opposition  to  sitting  members  might  easily  b 
adduced.    The  real  cause  of  forbearance  to  taki 
this  exception  to  the  validity  of  the  elections,  be 
fore  stated,  was.  that  the  common  sense  and  un 
derstanding  of  the  community  concurred  in  givini 
the  construction  for  which  we  contend,  to  th 
term  in  question. 

How,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  permanei] 
domicil,  the  home  or  habitation  of  a  person  to  I 
determined — of  a  man  who,  though  once  we 
known  as  both  an  inhabitant  and  resident,  ht 
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been  sereral  years  absent?  The  answer  is  not 
di£calt}  the  trae  characteristic  is  the  animua  n- 
Mff^w/i,  the  intent  of  retarniog*  When  a  person 
removes  from  his  proper  home,  and  goes  to  an* 
otiier  State  or  conntty  with  the  intention  of  fixing 
there  his  bome^  his  rights^  as  an  inhabitant  of  the 
place,  from  which  he  departs,  cease  immediately, 
aod  do  not  continue,  as  the  committee  erroneous- 
ly suppose,  till  he  shall  ha?e  acqaired  new  rights 
in  *'the  pkce  where  he  has  taken  op  his  resi- 
deoce."  Rep.  p.  5.  The  very  act  of  departure, 
with  (be  intention  of  not  returning,  severs  at  once 
his  relation  of  citizen,  and  divests  all  hisriffhts 
and  pririleges  as  such.  On  the  contrary,  il  he 
letTfs  bis  home  for  any  other  State  of  country  to 
tnnsact  business,  public  or  private^— as  a  minister 
in  a  foreign  court,  or  a  consul ;  or,  as  a  merchaiU, 
sector,  or  a  student — still  intending,  when  the 
object  of  his  departure  from  his  permanent  home 
shall  have  been  accomplished,  to  return  and  re- 
some  his  accnstomed  residence ;  then  he  is  never 
difested  of  the  rights  which  his  inhabitanc^r  con- 
ferred. His  absence,  it  is  true,  de|>rived  him,  in 
some  respects,  of  enjoying  tho««e  rights,  while  it 
coDiiDuea,  but  the  rights  themselves  were  neither 
eiiiDgaishcd  nor  suspended. 

In  naany  cases,  it  is  true,  th^re  may  be  much 
difficulty  in  determining,  or  proving,  the  existence 
or  DOQ-existmce  of  the  intention  6f  returning;  and 
IbaTc  no  doubt  the  confused  and  contradictory 
reasoning  of  the  committee  may  be,  in  a  great 
degree,  (raced  to  their  mistaking  the  evidence  of 
the  criterion  for  the  criterion  itself.  Thus  they 
say,  p.  8.,  if  a  son  absents  himself  from  his  father's 
house  for  years,^  and  in  the  meantime  marries  a 
wife--hi5  original  domicil  must  be  considered  as 
abandoned,  and  a  sew  one  established^  ^.  Now, 
who  does  not  see  that  the  mere  circumstances  of 
abKnce  from  his  home  for  several  years,  ni^d 
marrying  a  wife  in  another  place,  are  not  ipso 
/(u(o a  permanent  change  of  habitation;  they  are, 
indeed,  circumstances  having  a  tendency  to  estab- 
lish the  real  criterion,  the  intention.  The  truth 
is,  a  person  cannot  assume  the  right  of  a  citizen 
or  inhahirant  in  the  place  to  which  he  removes, 
without  bis  own  voluntary  assent.  The  relation 
c»f  a  citizen  to  the  country  or  community  where 
^e  belongs,  is  a  contract,  and.  his  asseat  is  india- 
piBsaUe.  By  mere  residence,  it  is  true,  he  incurs 
c<i^  obligatioos,  and  by  comity  between  our 
Slates  and  cities,  his  silence  alone  might  be  con-" 
ndcred  as  implying  his  assent  to  become  a  citi- 
2^;  bat  if  he  remains  silent^  when  he  really  does 
act  iite&d  to  become  a  citizen  by  a  permanent 
^(feoce,  and  by  that  means*  is  admitted  to  exer- 
cise the  rights  of  a  citizen,  he  commits  a  fraud 
ODoo  (he  community,  whose  comity  is  thus  abused. 
If  he  disclosed  the  truth,  that  he  considers  the 
^^from  which  he  came  as  his  proper  home, 
ud  that  he  does  not  intend  to  become  a  citizen  of 
^e  place  of  his  temporary  residence,  nor  to  iden- 
tiff  himself  as  such  with  its  interests;  he  could 
Bot  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  citizens  and 
ithabitants.  Will  any  one  deny  that  a  person, 
persUtiog  in  such  an  intention,  explicitly  avowed, 
of  Rturoing  to  Boston  or  Philadelphia,  ois  native 


city,  and  the  place  from  which  he  had  emigrated, 
would  not  be  allowed,  at  Richmond  or  Charles- 
ton, to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  as  a  citizen  ? 
No  length  of  time,  not  even  marriage  or  any 
other  circumstance,  could  obviate  the  single  ob- 
jection as  long  as  it  continued  to  exist.  Our  laws 
for  naturalization  of  aliens  require  a  solemn  de- 
claration in  a  court  of  record  of  the  wish  and  in- 
tention of  foreigners  to  take  upon  themselves  the 
duties  and  rights  of  citizens.  The  difference  be- 
tween foreigners  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  relation  to  each  other,  is  only  in  the 
degree  of  alienage,  if  I  may  use  the  expression  ; 
the  principles  in  transfer,  of  rights  and  obligations 
from  citizens  of  one  State  to  another  are  perfectly 
analogous.  The  intention  in  one  case  must  be 
solemnly  avowed  in  a  court,  in  the  other  it  is 
sometimes  inferred  from  residence  and  silence^ 
with  other  concurrent  circumstances ;  but,  in  nei- 
ther case,  can  the  new  relation  of  citizen  be  ob- 
tained against  the  explicit  intention  of  the  indi- 
vidual himself. 

Let  us  apply  these  principles  to  the  case  of  the 
mei&ber  from  Massachusetts,  whose  seat  is  con- 
tested. He  is  a  native  of  Canton,  in  the  State 
for  which  he  was  elected ;  but,  at  an  early  age, 
left  his  father's  house,  and  received  his  education 
at  a  college  in  a  neighboring  State.  When  his 
education  was  completed,  he  was  appointed  an 
instructer  in  the  same  seminary,  wliere  he  re- 
mained several  years. 

On  his  return  to  his  native  place,  he  was  Very 
shortly  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State,  and  on  that  occasion,  his  absence  from  the 
Stjite  was  ursed  as  a  dis<]uaiification  under  the 
provision  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  before 
stated,  requiring  the  inhabitancy  of  members  within 
the  State  for  a  term  of  years  next  preceding.  Af- 
ter full  investigation,  the  objection  was  abandoned, 
which  is  another  practical  interpretation  of  the 
term  inhabitant,  in  the  State  ot  Massachusetts. 
In  Autumn,  1817,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  a  clerk  in  that  department,  in 
which  situation  he  remained,  till  he  was  elected 
to  the  station  which  he  now  occupies.  During 
this  period,  be  has  frequently  revisited  his  friends 
in  Norfolk  district,  and  has  constantly  maintained 
such  am  intercourse  through  the  medium  of  friends 
and  correspondents,  as  has  preserved  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  his  present  constituents.  andx)f  their 
sentiments  and  political  views.  Indeed,  without 
this,  it  may  safely  be  affirmed  he  could  not  have 
obtained  a  nomination,  much  less  an  election, 
ajgainst  numerous  competitors  and  powerfhl  oppo- 
sition. Several  years  since,  it  is  within  my  per- 
sonal knowledge,  though  not  included  in  the 
printed  evidence  before  the  committee,  that  he 
was  a  candidate  for  the  same  station,  which,  how- 
ever, was  at  that  time  conferred  on  the  worthy 
predecessor  in  this  House  of  Governor  Eustis.  Be- 
fore his  appointment  to  the  State  Department,  and 
while  an  instructer  at  Providence,  he  selected  a 
library,  of  considerable  value,  which  was  placed 
in  his  apartment  in  his  father's  house,  and  there 
still  remains.  In  Washington  he  had  lived-  in 
a  boarding  house,  and  devoted  his  attention  exelu- 
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si  rely  to  his  official  duties,  taking  no  share  what- 
ever, in  the  local  concerns  of  the  city  or  the  Dis- 
trict. He  never  assembled  at  the  ward  or  other 
local  meetings,  was  never  a  candidate  for  any  of- 
fice, was  never  assessed  in  any  tax,  or  took  any 
other  concern  in  the  interests  of  the  place,  than 
any  stranger.  Had  he  intended  to  become  a  citi- 
zen of  Washington,  it  is  reasonable  topresame  he 
would  have  intermingled  in  the  various  measures 
which  have  characterized  the  citizens  of  the  Dis- 
trict. With  the  ambition  which  we  must  admit 
he  has  always  entertained,  of  participating  in  the 
councils  of  the  nation^  an  honorable  ambition,  of 
which  he  never  lost  sight,  instead  of  seeking  that 
distinction  from  the  suffrages  of  his  native  district 
of  Norfolk,  he  would  probably  have  been  foremost 
among  tnose  who  hilive  so  exerted  their  efforts  to 
ohtain  a  delegate  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
upon  the  floor  of  this  House.  In  these  efforts  he 
might  reasonably  have  expected  some  distinction ; 
and,  could  the  point  have  been  attained  by  de- 
livering the  citizens  from  what  some  of  them 
have  recently  denominated  the  '*  despotism^^  of 
Confess — a  paternal  despotism,  however,  they 
admit  it  to  be — ^he  might  fairly  have  challenged 
a  high  place  among  the  "  liberators"  of  the  pres- 
sent  times.  From  all  these  ov^rt  acts  of  citi- 
zenship, he  wholly  abstained ;  and  these,  in  my 
opinion,  constitute  a  chain  of  negative  facts, 
which,  in  coincidence  with  his  continued  and  un- 
contradicted declarations  of  his  intention  of  re- 
maining a  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts, 
which  are  so  explicitly  proved,  can  leave  no  pos- 
sible doubt  that  such  was  his  intention,  fixed  and 
unchanging,  from  the  day  of  hb  departure  to  the 
present  hour. 

The  circumstance  of  his  marriage  has  not  the 
least  tendency  of  an  opposite  character.  His  wife 
was  herself  a  foreigner,  having  resided  only  four 
years  in  this  country  ;  and  he  has  never  assumed 
the  station  of  a  housekeeper,  but  has  remained  , 
with  his  wife  at  board,  as  before,  not  indeed,  in  a 
public  hotel,  but  with  her  mother.  Members  of 
Congress  not  very  un  frequently  enter  into  the 
matrimonial  connexion  in  Washington,  and  it 
would  be  as  reasonable  to  fix  them,  by  that  act^ 
citizens  of  Washinj^ton,  as  the  sitting  member. 

It  is  clearly  admitted  by  the  report  (p.  7)  that 
Ministers  of  the  United  States,  resident  in  foreign 
countries,  do  not  by  such  absence  lose  their  rights 
as  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the  States  in  which 
they  had  previously  possessed  them.  Here,  then, 
the  committee  are  compelled  to  admit  an  exception 
to  their  principle  before  adverted  to,  that  innabi- 
tancy  is  "  locality  of  existence."  They  seem  also 
to  admit)  but  less  explicitly,  that  the  higher  offi- 
cers of  the  Government  may  still  retain  theii*  right 
of  inhabitancy  in  the  States,  though  they  may 
reside  at  Washington,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
public  functions ;  while  they  deny  this  advantage 
to  those  in  "  subordinate  employments."  In  other 
words,  the  President  and  the  Heads  of  the  Execu- 
tive Departments  may  remain  at  Washington,  for 
an  indefinite  length  of  time,  without  prejudice  to 
their  respective  rights  and  privileges,  as  citizens 
of  the  States  in  which  they  were  previously  in- 1 


habitants.  It  never  was  doubted,  I  presume^  t 
the  President  and  the  principal  Executive  offio 
do  in  fact  retain  those  rights  and  privileges  in 
States  \  and  instances  have  bcciirred  when  tl 
have  received  the  suffrages  of  the  citizens  of 
States  for  offices,  to  which  by  an  opposite  i 
trine  they  would  be  ineligible.  The  true  rea 
of  this  is,  that  the  circumstances  under  wb 
they  reside  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  raise 
presumption  that  they  intend  to  quit  their  pen 
nent  homes  in  their  respective  States,  or  to  becj 
citizens  of  Washington.  Here,  too,  the  commi 
must  admit  another  exception  to  their  princij 
and  at  the  same  time  it  is  clear  that  the  intenj 
alone,  the  aniiMte  revertendi,  determines  the  pi 
that  those  high,  officers  remain  citizens  of 
States,  insteaa  of  being  disfranchised  by  livinj 
the  Seat  of  Government.  By  what  principle 
the  Constitution,  by  what  doctrine  known  to 
republican  system  or  to  human  reason  itself, 
they  exclude  inferior  or  ^' subordinate"  offii 
from  the  same  tifhis  in  their  respective  St^ 
when  their  intention  of  retaining  tnose  rights, 
of  remaining  citizens  of  those  States,  shall  del 
appear  ?  It  cannot  be  admitted — ^this  distiac 
between  chief  and  subordinate  is  abhorren 
justice  and  to  reason.  Our  feelings  revolt  a< 
assumption.  Nor  ought  it  to  be  overlooked 
the  origin  and  the  tenure  of  the  principal  and 
ordinate  officers  of  the  executive  branch  ol 
Government,  are  alike  known  to  the  ConstituI 
By  art.  2,  sec*  2,  the  President  is  authorize! 
appoint  his  <^  principal  executive"  officers,  wl 
implies  the  existence  of  inferior  officers  in  tl 
departments;  and  the  appointment  of  the  latl 
authorized  to  be  vested  in  the  Heads  of  thd 
partments.  Under  this  authority  a  la  w  was  pai 
voting  the  appointment  of  clerks  of  departi^ 
in  the  Secretaries.  Hence  it  appears  that 
tenure  of  their  offices  is  precisely  the  same  * 
that  of  the  Secretaries  themselves.  It  is  not  I 
tolerated  for  a  moment,  therefore,  that  the  il 
ests  of  the  inferiors  are  to  be  judged  aikl  de< 
by  rules  and  principles  less  favorlibie  than  t 
of  the  principals.  Justice  knows  no  distinct! 
Eea  Jupiter  omnibue  iden^  i 

I  readily  concede  that  it  may  be  more  di^ 
for  a  clerk  to  demonstrate  his  intention  of  r^ 
ing  to  his  original  domicil,  from  the  circumsi 
that  many  of  the  inferior  officers  of  the  d< 
ments  do  in  fact  remain  in  this  city,  and 
their  offices  for  many  years,  and  often  durinj 
remainder  of  their  lives.  A  Secretary,  or  ei 
President,  might  also  adopt  the  intention  o 
coming  a  citizen  of  Washimrton,  and  of  i 
ouishing  his  former  domicil.  The  point  cont« 
for  is,  that  the  intention  in  both  cases  is  th^ 
principle  upon  which  the  fact  of  citizensh: 
domicil,  18  to  be  determined.  In  the  case  I 
us,  I  think  it  may  fearlessly  be  affirmed  thi 
intention  of  the  member  to  retain  his  domi 
Massachusetts,  is  proved  beyond  all  question ; 
consequently,  it  most  clearly  follows  that  he 
at  the  time  of  his  election,  an  inhabitant  I 
and  eligible  to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

The  relation  of  the  District  of  Columbia  I 
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United  States,  as  estublished  by  the  Constitation, 
affords  ia  itself  a  strong  presamption  against  the 
iofereoce,  that  persons,  who  remain  here  in  the 
execution  of  public  iiinctions,  intend  to  relinquish 
their  domicil  and  concomitant  privileges  in  the 
States  from  which  they  came.  Those  ranctions, 
m  miDy  cases,  cannot  be  performed  elsewhere, 
and  the  territory  of  ten  miles  square  is  allotted  as 
the  central  point  in  the  Union  for  their  perform- 
ance. Add  to  this  the  fact,  that  the  citizens  of 
this  District  are  gOTemed  by  laws,  in  which  no 
represeniatire,  elected  by  their  suffrage,  has  any 
voice,  and  it  is  evident  that  an  ambition  of  po- 
liticai  distincti(m,  such  as  the  sitting  member  has 
repeatedly  evinced,  could  not  here  &  successfully 
indulged.  Sorely  it  ought  to  be  only  in  clear 
cases  that  the  Hoose  sh^d  adopt  a  conclusion, 
which  divests  a  citizen  of  rights  in  his  native 
Slate,  without  remitting  him  to  equal  rights  else- 
where. The  case  of  a  navy  yard  or  arsenal,  is 
analogous  in  principle,  the  jurisdiction  of  those 
places  being  ceded  to  the  United  States*  Sup- 
pose a  citizen  of  Charlestown,  an  officer  in  the 
naTf  or  marines,  to  reside  within  the  limits  of  the 
naTj  yard  with  his  familv  for  a  course  of  years, 
as  IS  often  the  case;  win  it  be  alleged  that  his 
RsideDce  Within  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  divests  him  of  his  rights  as  a 
citizen  of  the  State?  No  such  doctrine  can  be 
sopported.  The  injustice  is  too  obvious.  The 
residence  in  the  public  ground  is  like  residence 
on  board  a  pafadic  ship,  and  an  ahsence  for  years 
in  a  public  ship  will  not  be  pretended  to  produce 
disfranchisement.  Residence  in  this  District,  solely 
^plo]red  in  public  business,  without  the  power  of 
acquiring  and  enjoying  the  common  privileges  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  without  the  in* 
mention  or  wish  to  possess  the  imperfect  and  muti- 
lated rights  of  the  citizens  here,  ought  by  no 
means  to  be  construed  a  divestment  of  the  ample 
nghu  and  privileges  of  a  free  citizen  of  one  of  the 
sorerei^  States  of  this  Union. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  yesterday,  (Mr. 
oroiis.)  proposed  several  questions^  all  of  them 
in  sohstaace  admitting  of  one  answer.  He  asks 
what  would  be  the  condition  of  an  inhabitant  of 
^  city,  in  case  of  a  retrocession  of  the  territory 
^Maryland?  My  reply  is,  the  citizens  would 
uien  be  citizens  of  Maryland ;  but  the  residents, 
^  eiiizens,  would  then,  as  at  this  -time,  retain 
u^r  rights  in  their  several  Sutes. 

The  Committee  of  Elections  suppose  it  to  have 
^  A  &Torite  provision  in  the  Constitution,  ob- 
<AiMd  bf  the  exertions  of  those  who  were  cham- 
pons  for  maintaining  "  State  distinctions'  and 
Sj^ie/eeiings''  that  the  representatives  should  be 
inhabitants  ot  the  States  in  which  they  are  elect* 
^'  Admitting  this  to  have  been  the  fact,  the  de- 
nnitioB  of  the  term,  contended  for  by  the  commit- 
tee, would  defeat  this  desirable  purpose.  Since 
i&e"  local  existence,"  required  by  the  report,  is, 
^  its  nature,  transient ;  whereas  the  construction 
1  ^re  sopported  supposes  continuity  and  perma- 
Qcnce  of  domicil.  Another  object  of  the  provision, 
apposed  by  the  committee,  was  to  prevent  those 
▼ho  had  held  offices  unaer  the  *'  General  X3oveni- 


ment,"  meaning,  probably,  the  Executive  branch 
of  the  Grovemment,  from  being  elected  to  the  Le- 
gislative branch :  and,  yet,  by  their  construction, 
those  who  have  held  such  offices,  for  any  period 
whatever,  have  only  to  transfer  their  ^  local  exist* 
ence,"  their  temporary  abode,  from  the  Seat  of  the 
Greneral  Government  to  the  State  where  they  are 
to  become  candidates,  and  the  objection  is  re- 
moved !  Nay,  the  necessity  of  even  this  tempo- 
rary return  is  only  necessary  for  '*  subordinate  " 
officers,  clerks,  dtc.,  but  is  not  affirmed  to  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  chief  officers  and  Heads  of  De- 
Eartments.  Had  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
ad  this  object  in  view,  they  would  not  have  made 
a  provision  so  easily  evaded,  nor  would  they  have 
guarded  against  the  election  of  inferior  officers, 
while  those  of  superior  station  remained  eligible. 
Against  the  latter  there  might  sometimes  be 
grounds  of  jealousy.  They,  when  resident  herej 
might,  Indeed^  sometimes,  too  much  identify  them- 
selves with  tne  Executive,  and  their  partiality 
might  remain  after  they  should  have  obtained 
seats  in  this  House;  but  of  inferior  officers  there 
can  be  ver]^  little  danger  of  this  sort.  The  hum- 
ble sphere  in  which  they  move  precludes  the  sua* 
picion.  On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  escape  the 
attention  of  the  sagacious  people  of  this  countrv, 
in  selecting  their  representatives,  that  the  knowl- 
edge of  public  business,  of  the  intricate  details  of 
the  various  departments,  which  mav  be  acouired 
in  this  subordinate  situation,  may  be  highlv  ad- 
vantageous in  the  halls  of  legislation.  Knowledg^e 
of  this  nature  would  enable  Congress,  while  it 
ferreted  out  and  exposed  depredations  upon  the 
public  treasury,  if  any  existed,  to  do  justice  to  the 
honorable  and  faithful  in  all  the  Departments  of 
the  Administration. 

It  is  impossible,  by  provisions  ia  a  constitution, 
to  supply  the  want  of  knowledge,  or  virtue,  or 
vigilance,  in  the  people.  If  these  are  wanting, 
the  strongest  barriers  will  be  overleaped  or  pros- 
trated.  But,  happily,  in  our  country,  and  I  speak 
especiallyof  the  State  from  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be  a  representative,  the  people  are  the  faithful 
ffuardians,  by  whom  the  purity,,  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution  will  be  most  strenuonsly  defended. 
The  letter  of  the  instrument  may  be  evaded  by 
cunning  or  corruption;  the  spirit  is  secured,  re- 
posing on  the  affection  of  millions  of  freemen. 

If  the  member  from  Norfolk  is  to  be  deprived 
of  his  seat,  on  what  mund,  let  me  inquire,  will 
the  House  decide?  Let  him,  at  least,  have  the 
consolation  of  knowing  whether  he  is  disqualified 
because  his  "  local  existence  "  was  not  in  Massa- 
chusetts at  the  time  of  the  election,  or  because  the 
intention  of  returning  was  not  sufficiently  estab- 
lished, or  becaiise  he  married  a  wife  in  this  city, 
or,  lastly,  because  he  held  a  subordinate  office  in 
an  Executive  Department ;  or,  if  not  for  either  of 
them,  severally,  whether  the  disastrous  result  is 
the  consequence  of  all  these  causes  conjointly  ? 

1  trust,  however,  the  decision  will  be  in  nivor 
of  the  member;  in  favor  of  the  Constitutional 
elective  franchise;  in  favor  of  the  respectable  ma- 
jority of  his  fellow-citizens,  who  have  already 
passed  judgment  upon  the  very  point  now  in  con- 
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troversy.  Sach  a  decision,  I  am  confident,  will 
bear  the  test  of  sound  argument  and  clear  concep- 
tions of  the  Constitution ;  a  decision  won  hj  rea- 
son ajpainst  prejudice,  and  which  may,  therefore, 
be  saiely  cited  as  a  precedent  to  the  remotest  period 
of  our  political  history. 

When  Mr.  Fuller  bad  concluded — 

Mr.  J.  T.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows:  ' 

Mr.  Chairman  :  I  should  not  have  troubled  the 
Committee  on  this  occasion,  but' from  a  deep 
conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  question  about 
to  be  decided. 

Having  determined  to  submit  my  views  at  some 
period  of  the  debate,  I  avail  myself  of  the  present 
moment,  while  the  subject  possesses  both  novelty 
and  interest.  The  qualifications  of  a  Representa- 
tive to  Congress  are  prescribed  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

At  the  period  of  his  election,  he  must  have  at- 
tained to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  been  seven 
years  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  and  an.  in- 
habitant of  that  State  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 
Congress,  in  the  plentitude  of  Constitutional 
power,  has  no  right  to  increase  or  diminish  these 
qualifications. 

The  question  under  consideration  is  confined  to 
the  sole  inquiry,  whether,  at  the  time  of  election, 
the  sitting  member  was  an  inhabitant  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts;  in  other  words,  whether  bis 
absence,  at  that  period,  was  temporary  or  perma- 
nent; whether  or  not  be  intendoi  to  renounce  his 
citizenship  in  his  native  State? 

The  inquiry  involves  a  matter  of  fact,  as  to  the 
permanent  home  of  the  party ;  and  I  shall  attempt 
to  establish  the  position,  that  the  intention  to  re- 
turn, in  cases  ot  absence,  constitutes  the  pivot  up- 
on which  the  decision  must  turn.  If  any  other 
rule  be  adopted,  a  citizen  may  be  disfranchised 
against  his  consent.  In.  truth,  gentlemen  who 
substitute  a  difierent  rule  are  at  war  with  them- 
selves. 

It  is  admitted  by  some  that  oar  foreign  Ministers 
and  Consuls,  and  the  Secretaries  of  the  difierent 
Departments  located  within  this  District,  continue 
to  be  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  States  from 
which  they  have  been  selected,  and  are  constitu- 
tionally eligible  as  Representatives  in  Congress. 
Others  deny  this  position,  so  far  as  regards  the 
Secretaries  of  the  difierent  Departments,  and  ad- 
vance the  principle  that  foreign  Ministers,  Con- 
suls, and  commercial  agents  alone,  are  embraced 
in  that  liberal  rule  of  construction  which  prevents 
a  forfeiture  of  citizenship  and  inhabitancy  in  their 
respective.  States;  and  tnat  those  only  who  com- 
pose this  class  during  their  absence  are  eligible  to 
a  seat  in  this  body.  Both  concur  in  the  exclusion 
of  a  clerk,  who  is  equally  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.    ' 

This  diversity  of  sentiment,  with  those  who  op- 
pose the  sitting  member,  added  to  the  doubts  and 
difilculties  expressed  by  other  intelligent  members, 
should  impress  us  with  the  necessity  of  pausing, 
and  deliberating  maturely,  before  we  disfranchise, 
for  the  time  being,  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
Massachusetts. 


In  case  of  bribery  or  corruption,  it  is  the  solemn 
duty  of  this  House  to  interpose,  and  preserve  ud- 
sullied  the  representative  character.  Bat,  to  tbe 
honor  of  the  Representative,  and  to  the  people,  of 
that  Congressional  district,  no  such  practice  is  al- 
leged or  pretended.  The  choice  was  voIuQtary,pro- 
ceeding  from  the  impulse  of  unbiassed  preference. 
We  should  then  be  cautious  how  we  trample  on 
the  right  of  sufirage,  and  stifle  the  voice  of  the 
people.  It  is  a  right  which  should  never  be  de- 
nied^ except  in  cases  where  there  is  a  clear  and 
explicit  Constitutional  inhibition ;  in  cases  where 
there  exists  no  reasonable  doubt  of  the  iDeligibiiiiy 
of  the  member  returned.  I  have  deemed  it  mr 
duty  to  examine  into  the  meaning  of  this  Consti- 
tutional clause,  which,  as  a  qualification  for  a 
Representative  in  Congsess,  requires  that  he  shall 
be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  in  which  be  is 
chosen ;  and  the  result  of  that  examination  has 
been  satisfactory. 

Let  us  confine  our  attention,  for  a  moment,  to 
the  definition  which  the  report  of  the  committee 
has  given  to  the  word  *'  inhabitant.''  The  gen- 
eral definition  given  confines  it  to  "  locality  of 
existence." 

As  a  necessary  and  irresistible  consequence  of 
this  definition,  «m  are  ail  inhabitants  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia — or  we  may  be  inhabitants  of 
any-  State,  Territory,  or  foreign  country,  where 
we  may  happen  temporarily  to  reside  in  the  trans- 
action of  private  or  public  business.    This  is  cer- 
tainly a  fair  inference  from  the  premises ;  but  it 
is  too  palpable  a  violation  of  common  sense  to 
meet  tne  sanction  of  this  body.     What  is  the 
principle  advanced  in  the  report  of  the  committee 
m  relation  to  foreign  ministers?     They  wiself 
abandon  this  rigid  rule  of  construction,  which  de- 
clares that  inhabitancy  follows  the  person  wher- 
ever he  may  have  '^  local  existence.^'    They  ex- 
pressly admit  that  foreign  ministers  are  not  only 
citizens,  but  also  inhabitants  of  their  respective 
States,  although  transported  to  foreign  countries, 
many  thousand  miles  trom  their  own  shores;  and, 
though  they  may  have  resided  abroad  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  no  right  has  been  impaired,  nor  any 
Sriviiege  abandoned  by  this  temporary  absence, 
ly  this  identical  clause  of  the  Constitution  now 
under  consideration,  they  are  secured  in  these 
rights  and  immunities,  and  eligible  to  a  seat  iiL 
Congress,  although  elected  while  al»ent  in  the 
service  of  the  Government. 

It  is  the  Tight  of  the  people  to  make  the  selec* 
tion,  and  Congress  had  no  right  of  dictation.  Th^ 
sovereignty  of  the  people  is  involved  in  the  choice] 
and,  upon  the  principle  of  representative  govern^ 
ment,  it  would  be  usurpation  to  interfere. 

Cases  precisely  in  point,  such  as  the  election  ol 
foreign  ministers,  during  their  absence  from  tbij 
country,  have  occurred.  Such  a  case  now  exist] 
in  this  body.  No  opposition  has  been  made  to  ii 
All  have  yielded  their  full  assent.  To  what  coni 
elusion  does  this  principle  conduct  as  ?  £^ubtlc$ 
the  very  principle  which  actuated  the  constitii 
ents  of  the  sitting  member.  This  is  the  principl 
I  for  which  I  contend,  and  it  has  already  beei 
I  conceded. 
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We  are  now  driren  to  the  necessity  of  ascer- 
taioiDg  the  perauinent  home  of  the  fmrty.  In 
eves  of  absence  on  poblic  employment,  or  on  prL- 
Tate  basioess,  if  doubts  arise  as  to  the  intention 
of  the  party  to  return,  we  must  resort  to  facts  as 
the  only  safe  foundation  on  which  to  rest  our  de- 
cision. In  the  nature  of  things  it  is  impossible.to 
aroid  this  inquiry.  Was  the  absence  permanent 
or  temporary  ?  I  appeal  to  the  candor  of  those 
who  believe  in  the  eligibility  of  the  Heads  of  De- 

Srtments  located  in  this  City,  and  of  foreign 
inlsters  and  Consuls  residing  abroad,  to  draw 
the  line  of  discrimination,  which  would  exclude 
the  sitting  member.  I  hope  we  are  not  prepared 
to  adopt  a  liberal  rule  in  relation  to  those  who 
hare  been  most  favored  by  the  patronage  of  the 
GoTemment,  and  to  exclude  those  who  are  less 
eleTated,  because  their  duties  are  more  humble, 
thoBgh  equally  indispensable.  The  Constitution 
reeognises  no  distinction  of  rank—- no  exclusire 
pnri/eges.  Merit  is  the  sole  basis  of  distinction. 
Ascitizens,  the  Heads  of  a  Department  and  Clerks 
are  upon  an  eqnality.  The  Head  of  the  Depart- 
Beot  has  a  larger  salary,  and  may  share  more 
boQor  than  the  clerk  who  performs  more  of  the 
drudgery  of  the  business ;  but  no  Constitutional 
adTantage  can  be  claimed  in  virtue  of  this  public 
&ror.  The  tenure  of  office  is  the  same^  Each 
is  subject  to  the  will  of  his  superior.  Either  mav 
resi|p,  or  the  offices  of  both  may  be  abolished. 
Ministers  and  Consuls-,  wherever  located,  are 
I^ced  precisely  in  the  same  condition ;  and  we 
are  not  aothorized  by  ^he  €k)nstitution  to  change 
the  role.  Why  we  should  attempt  to  Tary  it  in 
this  ease,  is  unaccountable. 

The  greatest  difficulty,  as  to  the  intention  of 
the  party,  is  this :  that  the  sitting  member  is  not 
sunoonded  with  wealth — as  to  property,  his  con- 
dition is  humble.  If  he  were  possessed  of  an  ex- 
tensive paternal  inheritance — ^if  he  had  left  behind 
himaUr^  domain  and  splendid  domicil,  it  would 
not  reqaire  the  testimony  before  lis  to  induce  a 
belief  that  he  intended  to  return  to  his  native 
State.  I  believe,  sir,  the  most  incredulous  would 
hare  admitted  the  fact.  This  is  one  of  the  disad* 
vantages  of  poverty.  I  know  how  to  sympathize 
viih  those  who  are  not  blessed  with  affluence. 
Bit.  1  will  not  disbelieve  the  positive  testimony 
whieh  declares  the  fact  of  bis  uniform  intention, 
up  to  the  time  of  his  election,  not  to  renounce  his 
cLtizesshin,  and  his  dHermination  to  return  to  his 
l^ooie  JB  Massachusetts.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that 
he  was  coostitutionally  eligible,  I  feel  more  desir- 
ous that  his  rights,  and  the  rights  of  his  constitu^ 
ent5,  should  be  fairly  presented  and  impartially 
decided. 

TThat  are  the  facts  in  the  case  before  us  ?  The 
member  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts-;  he  is  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  policy  and  interest  of 
that  State ;  he  is  presumed  to  participate  in  the 
SeeUags  of  hb  immediate  constituents;  he  has 
hees  reared  up  in  the  bosom  of  that  society,  where 
^'•s  father  still  resides,  and  is  bound  to  them  by 
£be  strongest  ties;  he  has  been  honored,  on  sev- 
eral occasions,  with  a  seat  in  their  State  Legisla- 
^re.      A  few  years  past,  he  was  appointed  to 


disc  barge  the  duties  of  a  clerk  in  the  State  De- 
partment, within  this  District ;  that  trust  was  ac- 
cepted, with  the  positive  declaration  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  reside  here  permanently ;  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  renounce  his  native  Slate;  and  that 
Massachusetts  was  his  home.  During  his  residence 
here,  he  boarded  at  a  tavern,  until  within  some 
few  months  previous  to  his  election,  and  occa- 
sionally returned  to  Massachusetts.  He  purchased 
no  property  here ;  and  that  which  he  possessed, 
consisting  of  near  eight  hundred  volumes,  was 
left  in  that  State.  He  has  uniformly  avowed  his 
citizenship  in  Massachusetts,  and  has  declined  all 
participation  in  the  concerns  of  this  District.  His 
constituents  and  himself  had  intercourse  with 
each  other,  and  understood,  much  better  than  we 
can  know,  the  relations  which  existed  between 
them.  Considering  him  a  citizen  and  inhabitant 
of  their  State,  they  called  upon  him  to  know 
whether  he  was  willing' to  serve  them  in  Con- 
gress. He  yielded  to  their  solicitation,  and  was 
electecl  by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  in  the  dis- 
trict. No  person  has  claimed  his  ^ace.  But  his 
eligibility  nas  been  contested,  in  a  remonstrance 
signed  by  twenty-six  persons  only,  and  enclosed 
under  a  blank  cover,  to  a  member  of  Congress, 
and  we  are  called  upon  to,  vacate  his  seat. 

I  contend,  that  the  words  "  citizen''  and  "  in- 
habitant," ar^  words  of  a  similar  import,  so  far  as 
this  clause  in  the  Constitution  is  concerned.  They 
are  synonymous  as  regards  eligibility  to  a  seat  on 
this  floor. 

To  render  this  subject  more  plain  and  familiar, 
I  remark,  that  continued  residence  is  not  essen- 
tial to  either ;  that  there  is  a  perfect  analogy  as 
to  the  permanence  of  the  settlement. 

The  committee  have  resorted  to  VattePs  Law  of 
NatiarUj  for  a  definition  of  the  term  ''inhabitant.'' 
The  essential  part  of  it  is  in  these  words :  "  the 
inhabitants,  as  distinguished  from  citizens,  are 
strangers  who  are  permitted  to  settle  and  stay  in 
the  countrv."  Is  this  the  exposition  that  should  be 
ffiven  to  that  term',  as  used  in  our  Constitution  ? 
Fermi!  me  to  illustrate  this  position  by  a  plain 
case,  in  order  to  test  its  correctness.  Suppose  a 
citizen  of  an  adjoining  State  should  go  into  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  and  there  take  a  temporary 
residence,  in  the  transaction  of  private  business, 
with  the  avowed  intention  of  returning  to  his 
home,  and  a  family  that  he  had  left  behind  him — 
would  he  be  eligible  to  Congress  from  Kentucky, 
durins  this  temporary  residence  ?  I  presume  none 
would  contend  for  such  a  doctrine.  Nor  need  we 
apprehend  the  least  danger,  that  the  people  will 
ever  become  so  regardless  of  their  own  interests, 
as  to  elect  a  person  under  such  circumstances. 
And  why  ?  For  this  important  reason,  that  he 
would  remain  a.citizen  and  inhabitant  of  an  ad- 
joining State.  Yet,  the  definition  from  VatUl  con- 
nected with  ''  local  existence,"  would  contravene 
this  obvious  position. 

I  can  never  subscribe  to  such  doctrine.  There 
must  be  an  intention  permanently  to  settle,  to  make 
him  an  inhabitant.  Citizenship,  bemg  a  term  of 
the  most  exteusive  signification,  includes  inhabi- 
tancy.   A  citizen  is  always  an  inhabitant,  within 
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the  meaning  of  the  ConstitatioQ.  So  far  as  re- 
gards the  offices  of  the  Federal  Government,  they 
stand  on  an  equality.  Such  equality  exists  in  the 
State  Government,  except  so  far  as  State  laws 
haire  required  a  certain  period  of  settlement  to 
confer  eligibility,  With  this  exception,  they  are 
entitled  to  the  same  privileges,  and  subject  alike 
to  the  requisitions  of  the  State  authority. 

Who  has  denied  that  the  sitting  member  is  a 
citizen  of  Massachusetts  1  If  a  citizen,  he  must 
be  an  inhabitant.  He  might  forfeit  his  citizen- 
ship in  Massachusetts  by  a  permanent  settlement 
in  another  State,  where  he  would  immediately 
become  eligible  to  Congress;  and  this  might  hap> 
pen  before  his  residence  in  that  State  had  been  of 
sufficient  duration  to  entitle  him,  according  to  its 
laws,  to  all  the  ri|[htfi(  of  a  citizen.  Thus,  a  citi- 
zen is  always  an  inhabitant,  but  an  inhabitant  is 
not  always  a  citizen.  No  individual  can  properly 
be  regaraed  as  a  citizen* of  one  State,  and  an  in- 
habitant of  another.  If  he  could  be  so  considered, 
this  gross  absurdity  would  follow,  that  he  would 
be  eligible  to  Congress,  at  the  same  moment,  from 
two  different  States ;  for  citizenship  cannot  sink 
below  inhabitancy ;  and  it  will  scarcely  be  con^ 
tended,  that  a  citizen  is  ineligible  while  the  Con- 
stitution confirms  the  inhabitant  in  the  enjoyment 
of  this  right. 

This  brings  us  back  to  the  only  safe  and  Con- 
stitutional rule,  that,  when  absent  from  our  re- 
spective States,  whether  on  public  or  private  busi- 
ness, the  intention  of  the  party  is  the  proper 
subject  of  inquiry.  We  are  triumphantly  asked 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Storrs) 
a  a  Territorial  government  were  extended  to  this 
District,  and  an  individual  who  bad  removed  and 
married  here,  were  elected  a  delegate  to  Congress, 
whether  he  would  not  be  an  inhabitant  and  enti- 
tled to  his  seat  ?  Without  qualification  or  expla* 
nation,  I  answer,  he  would.  But,  in  return,  Ire- 
ply,  if  the  party  had  uniformly  claimed  citizenship 
elsewhere,  and  invariably  disclaimed  any  other 
than  transient  residence  here/  he  would  not  be 
eligible. 

Other  eases  are  supposed,  presenting  more  diffi- 
culty, where  the  intention  of  the  party  is  proble- 
matical. Such  cases  do  not  properly  test  the  prin- 
ciple advanced,  but  always  tail  in  the  important 
requisite  of  happy  illustration. 

I  will  state  a  case  of  frequent  occurrence,  fall- 
iog  within  my  own  observation.  A  friend,  with- 
in my  district,  has  purchased  a  farm  in  Louisiana, 
and  cultivates  it  with  the  greater  part  of  his  force, 
in  the  growing  of  cotton.  His  family  resides  on 
his  farm  in  Kentucky,  and,  during  the  year,  he 
spends  a  portion  of  his  time  in  each  State.  Is  he 
an  inhabitant  alternately  of  these  States,  as  he 
may  occasionally  reside  in  the  one  or  the  other  ? 
Or,  is  it  necessary  for  me  to  say,  that,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  soundest  rules  of  Constitutional 
construction,  he  is  a  citizen  and  an  inhabitant  of 
Kentucky.  The  decisions  of  the  first  judicial  tri- 
bunals in  our  country,  fully  exemplify  and  sustain 
this  position. 

A  citizen  of  Virginia  has  resided  many  years 
in  Kentucky  in  the  transaetion  of  private  business. 


He  has  uniformly  claimed  citizenship  in  Virginia; 
and,  for  the  adjustment  of  his  titles  to  land,  sails 
have  been  prosecuted  by  him  in  the  Federal  court. 
Objections  were  made  to  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe 
court,  and  overruled,  upon  theground  that  he  wis 
a  citizen  of  another  State.  The  great  priacipie 
established  in  these  cases  is  this :  That  no  person 
shall  be  compelled  to  expatriate  himself  or  to  re- 
move his  citizenship.  Snail  we,  then,  compel  the 
sitting  member  to  renounce  his  native  Sute 
against  his  own  consent  and  the  consent  of  bis 
constituents? 

If  this  be  a  doubtful  question,  what  should  be 
our  course?  Leave  it  with  the  people.  There  is 
the  safe  deposite.  Reverse  their  decision,  aad 
you  may  trench  upon  their  rights.  You  may  do 
violence  to  the  most  inestimable  priviiege--4be 
privilege  of  self-government. 

But  It  is  said  that  we  may  establish  a  i]tn||erous 
precedent,  by  which  the  influence  of  the  Ezeco- 
tive  Departments  will  eventually  prevail  orer  the 
virtues  of  the  people. 

Such  suggestions  are  not  the  result  of  a  cool, 
deliberate  judgment.  The  Executive  has  the 
power  to  appoint  members  of  this  body  to  offices 
of  the  hiffhest  responsibility.  If  the  Constitution 
permits  this,  without  danger  to  our  liberties,  much 
less  is  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  case 
under  examination.  And  if,  by  possibility,  Kz- 
ecutive  patronage  could  be  so  exerted  as  to  pro- 
cure the  election  of  an  individoai  to  CongreSj 
who  was  absent  from  his  district,  might  not  tbia 
influence  be  much  more  easily  extended  to  an  io' 
dividual  who  was  present  at  ihe  canvass  1  In 
either  case  the  result  cannot  be  dangerous  whil< 
the  decision  rests  with  the  people.  I  am  not  i 
convert  to  the  doctrine,  that  you  are  to  save  thed 
from  their  own  worst  enemies — themselves.  The] 
Jcnow  their  own  interests,  and  my  confidence  i 
based  upon  their  virtue  and  integrity,  and  nc 
upon  these  technical  barriers.  You  cannot  coi 
rupt  the  grea  t  body  of  the  people.  In  small  bodic 
only  corruption  wields  its  force. 

The  report  of  the  committee  affixes  to  the  wor 
"  inhabitant,"  the  definition  which  belongs  to  ib 
word  "  resident."  The  journals  of  the  Convei 
tion  show  that  the  word  resideiU  was  stricken  oQ 
and  inhiMatU  inserted.  This  was  done  for  son 
purpose.  The  word  refident  carries  with  it  i 
definite  idea  beyond  that  of  "local  existence 
At  this  time  I  am  a  reMdetif,  but  not  an  inhabita 
of  the  City  of  Washington. 

Residence  may  be  temporary  or  permaoei 
Inhabitancy  is  a  stronger  term — ^permanency 
its  essential  characteristic.  It  means  a  seitl 
home,  with  the  intention  to  dwell  and  rema 
there  indefinitely;  and  temporary  absence 
more  afiects  it  tnan  it  does  citizenship.  Inhaj 
tancy  does  not  depend  on  the  contingency  of  o^ 
ing  property,  but  upon  intention  alone.  Shall 
then  vacate  the  seat  of  the  member  on  mere  p 
sumption,  against  matters  of  fact  ? 

The  case  of  paupers  has  been  noticed  in  i 
report  of  the  committee.  With  what  Tiew  cl 
not  be  clearly  ascertained.  The  object  wo 
seem  to  be,  to  furnish  a  rule  applicable  to 
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patriatioD.  The  reference  is  ud fortunate,  add  by 
DO  meaos  correct.  There  is  do  analogy  ia  the 
two  cases.  In  relation  to  paupers,  a  rigid  con 
itruction  has  ever  been  applied ;  but  to  the  repre- 
sentatire  principle,  a  liberal  construction  has  al- 
ways prevailed.  . 

The  reason  is  obvious.  The  rights  and  inte- 
rests of  the  people  are  advanced  by  a  liberal 
eoostructioa  in  tne  one  case,  and  a  ngid  one  in 
the  other.  But,  in  the  question  before  us,  we 
need  not  resort  to  construction.  The  sitting  mem- 
ber declares  himself  an  inhabitant  of  Massachu* 
setts,  and  his  constituents  recognise  him  as  such. 

The  evidence  is  conclusive ;  the  uniform  decla- 
rations of  the  party ;  the  evidence  of  several  per- 
sons of  hiffh  character  sustaining  and  corroborate 
iog  these  declarations ;  his  refusal  to  exercise  the 
pnTil^es  beionging  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
place;  his  boarding  at  a  tavern;  having  left  hb 
property  in  his  native  Slate;  the  correspondence 
vlucb  took  place  between  him  and  his  constitu- 
eots;  the  manner  in  which  he  was  elected.  With 
this  volume  of  evidence  before  us,  shall  we  pro* 
claim  to  his  constituents  that  their  confidence  has 
been  misidaced  in  the  election  of  a  person  who  is 
alienated  from  their  State  and  a  citizen  of  this 
District  ? 

The  principle  to  he  decided,  though  important 
to  the  silting  member  and  his  immediate  constitu* 
en  Is,  is  much  more  so  to  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try. For,  to  the  free  exercise  of  the  elective 
franchise,  we  must  look  for  the  stability  and  du- 
ration of  this  happy  republic. 

When  Mr.  Johnson  had  taken  his  seal,  he 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  who 
stated  the  result  of  law  decisions  on  the  subject  of 
domicd,  and  united  in  opposing  the  committee^s 
report 

Mr.  William  Smith,  of  Virginia,  remarked, 
that  this  case  submitted  but  a  single  proposition 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Coo^mittee.  The 
right  of  the  sitting  member  to  a  seat  in  this  House 
is  contested  upon  the  ground  that  he  was  not  an 
inhabitant  ot  Massachusetu  at  the  time  of  his 
election.  The  language  of  the  Constitution  is  ex- 
^icit,  and  if  he  were  not  an  inhabitant  of  that 
Mate,  when  elected,  unquestionably  he  is  not 
Coastitationaily  and  rightfully  here.  But,  Mr. 
Chairaian,  before  we  deprive  him  of  his  seat,  we 
wgat  to  be  satisfied,  beyond  the  possibility  or  ra- 
ttoatl  controversy,  that  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 

CoQstication  have  been  violated  bv  his  election. 
What,  air,  are  we  required  to  do  7  The  Com- 
mittee of  Slections,  after  a  very  patient  and  labo- 
rious investigation  of  the  facts  and  principles  of 
^  case,  conclude  an  able  and  elaborate  report. 
With  the  declaration  that  the  sitting  member  is 
not  entitled,  and  the  House  is  called  upon  to  yield 
Its  assent  to  this  result.  However  much  we  may 
confide  in  the  intelligence  and  good  sense  of  the 
cotnmittee,  our  agreement  will  be  withheld,  if  a 
reasonable  doubt  be  entertained,  and  this  for  rea- 
v>as  which,  to  my  mind,  are  obvious  and  conclu- 
sive. The  sitting  member  is  decidediv  the  favor- 
ite of  the  people  of  his  district.  He  has  been 
wat  here  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  after  a 
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full  and  fair  expression  of  the  public  will,  and  we 
all  know  that  there  is  no  one  claiming  the  seat 
which  is  now  souffht  to-be  vacated.  Should  he 
be  excluded,  therefore,  what  will  be  the  conse- 
quence ?  His  place  will  not  be  immediately  sop- 
plied.  Possibly  his  district  may  be  unrepresented 
the  balance  of  the  session,  and  we  may  do  vio- 
lence to  one  of  the  most  inestimable  privileges  of 
an  American  citizen.  What  right,  in  this  coun- 
try, is  held  more  sacred,  dearer  to  the  heart  of 
every  freeman,  or  of  higher  value,  than  the  right 
of  suffrage?  Emphatically  none.  In  the  posses- 
sion of  this  right,  the  humblest  member  in  the 
eommimity  feels  himself  elevated  to  an  immeas- 
urable distance  above  the  degraded  condition  of 
the  miserable  slave  of  power.  No  matter  what 
may  be  his  pecuniary  circumstances;  no  matter 
how  limited  his  share  of  the  good  things  of  this 
world,  he  feels,  thinks,  and  acts  as  a  freeman,  and 
will  always  be  found  prepared  firmly  to  resist  the 
slightest  invasion  of  a  privilege  secured  to  him  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  his  country,  and 
which  he  knows  how  to  value.  It  befits  us,  there- 
fore, Mr.  Chairman,  to  approach  this  great  right 
with  extreme  caution  and  deliberation,  and  let  us 
beware  that  we  do  nothing  by  which  its  efficiency 
may  be  impaired. 

With  these  few  preliminary  remarks,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  will  now  proceed  to  offer,  very  briefly, 
some  reflections  upon  the  question  submitted  for 
our  decision.  And  what  is  the  question  ?  It  is 
this:  Was  the  sitting  member  an  inhabitant  of 
Massachusetts  at  the  time  of  his  election  ?  The 
investigation  of  this  question  naturally  and  ne- 
cessarily presents  another  inquiry.  Quo  ansiao, 
did  he  leave  Massachusetts  and  take  up  his  resi* 
dence  in  the  city  of  Washington  ?  Did  he  in- 
tend, forever,  to  abandon  his  native  State,  and 
settle  permanently  in  the  District  of  Columbia  1 
This  is  emphatically  the  question.  Is  it,  can  it 
be  doubted  ?  if  it  be,  a  few  remarks,  1  think,  will 
sufilce  to  prove,  in  con  testa  bly,  that  such  is  the 
true  character  of  the  question  to  be  decided.  Let 
me  put  a  familiar  case,  and  one  of  every  da)[  oc- 
currence. An  inhabitant  of  Maryland,  Virginia, 
or  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  possessed  of  but 
little  visible  property,  goes  beyond  the  boundary 
line  of  his  State  on  public  or  private  business,  or 
for  any  purpose,  no  matter  what.  Will  it  be  con- 
tendea  that,  by  this  act,  he  loses  his  inhabitancy 
in  the  State  from  which  he  goes?  Surely  not. 
It  must  be  conceded  that,  in  such  a  case,  the  indi- 
vidual is  uniformly  considered,  during  his  ab- 
sence, as  an  inhabitant  of  that  Stale  from  which 
he  is  thus  necessarily  absent.  But,  upon  what 
principle?  Clearly  upon  the  ground  that  he  does 
not  intend  to  exchange  his  original  residence  for  a 
permanent  abode  elsewhere.  That  this  is  the 
principle  upon  which  he  is  regarded,  during  his 
absence,  as  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  from  wliich 
he  goes,  is  too  palpable  to  need  a  single  remark. 
In  support  and  illustration  of  this  position,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  intention  constitutes  the  true.and 
only  legitimate  test  of  inhabitancy,  I  will,  with 
leave  of  the  Committee,  present  some  additional 
examples.    A  citizen  and  inhabitant  of  Pennsyl- 
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yania,  distinffuished  for  bis  enlightened  and  acou^ 
rate  views  of  the  trae  policy  and  interests  of  this 
Qovernmenty  is  appointed,  by  the  Executive,  a 
•Minister  to  some  foreign  Court.  The  appoint- 
ment is  accepted.  He  leaves  this  for  the  foreign 
country.  After  an  absence  of  six,  eight,  or  ten 
years,  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  in  considera- 
tion  of  his  long  and  useful  services,  elect  him  a 
member  of  either  branch  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States:  With. what  propriety  could  it  be 
said  that  he  was  not  an  inhabitant  of  Pennsyl* 
vania,  and  therefore  ineligible  to  a  seat  in  the 
National  Legislature  ?  Not  even  a  plausible  ob- 
jection could  be  made  to  his  right.  He  would 
unquestionably  be  entitled  to  it ;  but  upon  what 
principle  1  Obviously  upon  the  grouad  that,  by 
accepting  the  appointment,  he  did  not  intend  to 
settle  permanently  in  the  foreign  country — an  in- 
tention indicated  by  the  nature  of  the  appoint- 
ment, the  character  of  the  service  in  which  be 
engaged,  and  the  political  condition  of  the  coun- 
try to  which  he  is  sent,  compared  to  the  peculiarly 
happy  and  prosperous  situation  of  this  nation. 
If,  then,  in  the  case  supposed,  intention  consti- 
tutes the  true  test  of  this  term,  inhabitant^  why 
should  it  not  in  the  cttse  now  under  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Committee  ?  Can  the  two  cases  be 
distinguished  ?  In  what  particulars  do  they  dif^ 
fer  ?  In  both,  the  individuals  were  employed  in 
the  service  of  the  Government,  equally  absent 
from  their  respective  States,  and  holding  appoint- 
ments alike  temporary  in  their  nature.  No  sub- 
stantial difference,  Mr.  Chairman,  can  be  shown, 
and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  a  common  principle 
ought  to  be  applied  to  cases  whose  essential  fea- 
tures are  the  same. 

The  history  of  the  State  from  which  the  sitting 
member  comes,  furnishes  some  eases  illustrative  of 
the  principle  for  which  I  contend,  to  one  of  which, 
only,  will  I  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee. It  appears,  from  the  document  which  has 
been  laid  upon  our  tables,  that  the  constitution  of 
Massachusetts  requires,  as  a  necessary  qualifica- 
tion for  a  Senator  in  the  Legislature  ot  that  Com- 
monwealth, inhabitancy  for  five  years  immediately 
preceding  his  election.  I  have  not  examined  the 
oonstituitoB  of  that  State,  but  I  presume  the  pro- 
vision has  been  correctly  quoted.  It  also  appears, 
from  the  same  document^  that  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  answer  to  one  of  the  interrogatories  pro- 
pounded to  him  by  the  committee^  states  that  he 
returned  to  Massachusetts,  from  his  foreign  mis- 
sion, some  time  in  1801 ;  and  in  1802,  after  a  short 
resiaenee  of  six  or  eight  months  only,  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Senate  of  that  State.  What 
principle  was  it  that  entitled  the  Secretary  to  a 
seat  in  that  body?  What  the  test  of  inhabitancy 
in  this  instance?  Unquestionably  the  animfu  r^ 
tertendij  the  intention  to  return  to  nis  native  State. 
It  was  the  continued  existence  of  this  intention 
that  prevented,  during  his  absence,  the  loss  of  hie 
political  privileges.  But,  say  the  committee,  this, 
and  other  cases  of  a  similar^haracterin  that  State, 
for  any  thing  that  appears  to  the  contrary,  passed 
Mf6  tdmtio.  ftnd  therefore  no  principle  was  settled. 
To  this  I  have  but  a  single  remark  to  make.    If 


Mr.  Adams  bad  opposition,  the  feeling  in  relation 
to  such  matters,  which  prevails  in  the  section  of 
country  from  wnich  I  come,  and,  I  apprehend,  in 
every  other  State  in  the  Union,  would  no  doubt 
have  impelled  the  rival  candidate  to  contest  his 
election,  had  there  been  the  slightest  prospect  of 
success.    But^  whether  he  had  opposition  or  not, 
or  whether  his  election  was  contested  or  not,  to 
my  mind  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  Secretary 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  in 
1802,  upon  a  principle  entirely  defensible,  and  to    \ 
the  soundness  of  which  I  most  heartily  subscribe. 
It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  case  is 
distinguishable  from  the  one  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee,  upon  the  ground  that 
Mr.'  Adams,  as  Minister,  carried  along  with  him 
the  sovereignty  of  the  nation,  and,  therefore,  'was 
to  be  considered  an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts. 
The  premises  are  admitted,  but  such  a  conclusion 
is  utterly  denied.    Let  it  be  conceded,  for  a  tno-    i 
ment,  that,  as  he  carried  with  him  the  sovereignty 
of  the  United  States,  therefore  he  is  to  be  regarded, 
in  reference  to  his  rights  in  this  country,  as  a  citi- 
zen and  inhabitant  at  the  United  States,  With  what 
propriety, permit  me  to  inquire,  can  it  be  contended, 
that,  for  the  same  reason,  he  continued  to  be  an 
inhabitant  of  Massachusetts?    What,  sir,  an  in- 
habitant  of  Massachusetts  because  be  carried  along 
with  him  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation!     The 
ideais  too  refined  for  my  comprehension,  and,  if 
I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  would  startle  any  man 
of  plain  unsopnisticated  mind.    With  as  much 
propriety  might  it  be  said,  that  he  who  speaks  the 
French  language,  is  therefore  a  Frenchman,  or  he 
who  wears  a  coat  made  of  foreign  cloth,  is  there- 
fore a  foreigner.    The  attempted  distinction  can- 
not be  established  upon  &ny  principle  of  fair  and 
correct  reasoning.    The  position  I  maintain,  Mr. 
Chairman,  ma^  I  think,  be  also  sustained  and  il- 
lustrated by  reference  to  the  proceeding  of  the  Fed- 
eral Convention,  by  which  the  instrument  w^as 
framed,  under  which  we  are  now  deliberating.     It 
is  admitted  that  the  draught  of  the  Constitution,  re- 
ported by  the  committee  in  1787,  employed  the 
term  reMent  to  indicate  one  of  the  qualifications 
necessary  for  a  member  of  Congress,  and  that  this 
draught  was  subsequently  amended  by  the  substitu- 
tion of  the  term  inhabitant.    But  for  what  pur- 
pose?   After  the  lapse  of  so  many  years,  ft  is  im- 
possible to  ascertain,  with  any  sort  of  precision, 
the  considerations  which  operated  upon  the  Oon- 
vention  in  making  this  alteration.    The  indace- 
ment,  therefore,  which  led  to  the  change,  must, 
necessarily,  be  a  matter  of  speculation.    This  Con- 
vention must  have  had  some  motive  in  making 
the  amendment,  and  we  cannot  attach  the  same 
meaning  to  both  terms,  without  attributing  to  tbeitt 
an  idle  act.    My  own  impression  is,  (and,  in   this 
opinion,  1  am  supported  by  the  more  matured  and 
better  informed  judgments  of  others,)  that    the 
amendment  was  made  under  an  apprehenaion, 
that  a  literal  interpretation  of  the  word  r«»£ef««tt! 
might  prevent  the  election  of  any  man,  hoyy^ev^ej 
enlightened,  however  distinguished  for  talent  a.n^ 
information,  unless  he  was  living,  residing,  stwii 
actually  preient  in.the  State  at  the  moment  of  tfa< 
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election.  To  gnard  against  this  result,  which  the 
wise  men  who  framed  the  Constitution  ne^er 
<ouId  htTe  contemplated,  inhdhUafU  was  inserted, 
under  a  sound  construction,  whereof  any  one 
absent  from  the  State,  but  having  the  animut 
fgvertendiy  and  possessing  the  other  qualifications 
indicated  bf  the  Constitution,  may*  be  elected  a 
member  of  the  Coneress  of  the  United  States. 
The  Committee  of  Elections,  in  their  report,  have 
said  that  the  word  inhabitant  comprehends  merely 
the  simple  fact,  locality  of  existence.  Well,  sir,  ae- 
cordiag  to  this  new,  and  very  contracted  exposi- 
tion of  the  term,  we  who  are  here  assembled,  are 
all  iDhabiianto  of  the  City  of  Washington.  Is  it 
possible  that  an  interpretation,  which  makes  os 
inhabitants  of  this  place,  with  or  without  our  con- 
sent, can  be  correct?  As  I  am  not  yet  tired  of 
Vir|iDia,  as  I  am  still  bound  to  her  by  the  tender- 
fstnes,as  I  woald  not  willingly  exchange  my  na- 
tiTe  Sute  for  any  other  State  or  Territory  in  the 
Uaioa,  (not  intendine,  however,  the  slightest  dis- 
paiigeneot  to  any  other,)  I  must  be  permitted  to 
enter  my  most  solemn  and  deliberate  protest  against 
this  doctrine.  I  am  not  yet  prepared,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  become  an  inhabitant  of  the  District  of 
Colombia,  particularly  in  its  present  civil  and  po- 
litical conditioDy  and  let  me  assure  yon  and  this 
Committee,  that  I  shall  most  cheerfully  leave  it 
whensoever  we  shall  have  passed  the  necessary 
appropriation  bills,  and  gotten  rid  of  the  proposed 
Urifi;  every  item  of  which  is  the  fruitful  source  of 
the  meet  M  and  eioqaent  debate. 

These  considerations,  Mr.  Chairman,  have  in- 
doeed  Bie  to  believe  that  the  true  question,  in  this 
case,  was  one  of  intention.    I  admit  that  afaoence 
from  one's  State,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  un- 
connected With  any  other  fact,  raises  a  violent 
presamption  of  an  intention  forever  to  abandon  it. 
Bat  this  is  nothing  more  than  presumption,  liable 
to  be  lepelled  by  a  Fariety  of  circumstances.    Let 
^  then,  see  whether  this  presumption,  if  it  could 
ezistin  diis  case,  is  not  conclusively  repelled.    The 
unifbrmand  repeated  declarations  or  the  gen tle- 
ipao  whose  seat  is  contested,  that  he  always  con- 
sidered Massachusetts  as  his  home,  and  intended 
to  return,  liimish  an  indication  of  his  intention, 
which  strongly  addresses  itself  to  our  judgments. 
Bat  it  may  be  said,  perhaps,  that  this  avowal  of 
nitntioD,  is  the  mere  declaration  of  a  party  im- 
BK^iately  and  directly  interested  in  the  result  of 
thisinresti^tion*    In  a  court  of  stem,  ri^id  law, 
*<Khaa  objection  might  be  successfully  raised,  but 
t  deliberate  assembly  like  this  will  not  permit 
ifsHf  to  be  trammeiied  by  technical  rules  and 
diffienlties.    It  will  look  to  all  the  circumstances. 
^^J,  m  a  court  of  law,  are  the  declarations  of  a 
P>fty  exelnded,  which  opei^te  in  his   favor? 
Clearly  because  of  the  strong  temptation  to  mis- 
^n^reseDL  But  does  that  reason  apply  in  this  case  ? 
^aqaestionably  not.     These  declarations  were 
made  long  anterior  to  the  election,  and  at  a  period, 
therefore,  when  there  could  be  no  possible  motive 
to  make  false  impressions  on  the  public  mind.    I 
cannot,Mr.  Chairman,  for  a  moment,  question  the 
tmeerity  of  the  sitting  member  in  all  that  he  has 
<aid  and  written  in  relation  to  his  residence  here* 


It  is  seeii  in  the  uniformity  and  consistency  of  his 
declarations  ;  for  they  were  always  the  same.  It 
is  seen,  in  his  regular  and  repeated  visits  to  his 
native  State,  and  in  the  further  fact,  that,  after 
an  absence  of  six  years  at  one  of  the  colleges  in 
New  Jersey,  in  the  capacity  of  a  tutor,  he  returned 
to  his  father's  house  in  Massachusetts^  and  was 
honored  with  a  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  his  native 
State.  But,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  all  pos- 
sible doubts  upon  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  advert  to  one  or  two  other  additional 
circumstances.  An  extensive  and  valuable  library 
was  left  behind.  This  fact  can  only  be  rationally 
accounted  for,  upon  the  supposition  that  the  sitting 
member  never  contemplated  a  permanent  settle- 
ment in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  always  in- 
tended to  return.  If  he  did  not  so  intend,  is  it  not 
remarkable  that  his  books,  which  constituted  the 
greater  portion  of  his  visible  property,  were  not 
either  sold  or  brought  on  to  this  place?  The  one 
or  the  other  course,  in  relation  to  his  library, 
would  most  certainly  have  been  taken,  had  he 
intended  to  settle  permanently  in  this  city,  and  his 
not  adopting  either,  is  a  pretty  strong  and  conclu- 
sive fact,  to  show  that  such  was  not  his  intention. 
These  facts,  Mr.  Chairman,  taken  in  connexion 
with  the  facts,  that  Mr.  Bailey  has  never  in  any 
manner  participated  in  the  privileges  and  burdens 
of  the  Corporation  of  Washington,  or  purchased  a 
foot  of  ground  in  the  city,  although  in  the  anntial 
receipt  of  $1,600  for  his  services  in  the  Department 
of  State,  have  conducted  my  mind  irresistibly  to 
the  conclusion,  that  he  never  contemplated  a  per- 
manent settlement  in  the  District  of  Columl)ia, 
and  therefore,  upon  the  principle  which  I  have 
been  endeavoring  to  enforce,  is  clearly  entitled  to 
a  seat  in  this  House.  A  remark  or  two  more,  and 
I  will  close  my  views  on  this  subject.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  in  their  report,  have  said 
that  the  Constitution  contemplates  an  identity  of 
interest  and  feeling  between  the  constituent  and 
representative.  Be  it  so.  The  position  is  un- 
deniably true — ^but  is  itpossible  seriously  to  believe 
that  this  feature  in  the  Constitution  will  be  violated 
by  permitting  Mr.  Bailey  to  retain  his  seat,  when 
it  is  recollected  that  he  is  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, that  he  was  born  and  raised  among  the 
people  he  now  represents^  that  consequently  he  ia 
intimately  acquainted  with  their  character,  feel- 
ing, and  interests,  and  that,  having  been  honored 
with  the  most  important  and  responsible  office 
within  their  gift,  he  must  therefore  feel  the  very 
strongest  attachment  for  them  ?  I  think  not,  sit. 
This  feature  will  remain  untouched,  should  Mr. 
Bailey  be  permitted  to  retain  his  seat  in  this  House, 
and  I  cannot  but  think  that  those  who  entertain 
the  opposite  opinion,  indulge  ideal  and  unfounded 
fears.  I  would  not  approach  the  Constitntion  of 
my  country  irreverently.  I  would  not  invade  a 
single  provision  in  that  sacred  instrument,  for  the 
purpose  of  attaining  any  object,  however  desira- 
ble ;  but,  as  I  can  see  nothing  in  it  which  requires 
that  the  seat  of  the  sitting  member  should  be  va- 
cated, as  I  would  not  lightly  interfere  with  the 
free  and  unbiassed  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise, 
and  as  I  have  great  confidence  in  the  virtue  and 
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intelligence  of  the  people,  I  feel  myself  bound  by 
the  sternest  mandates  of  duty,  to  vote  for  the  pro- 
position submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana, to  reverse  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  made  a  short  speech 
in  support  of  the  report,  and  against  the  right  of 
the  sitting  member. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  word  "not,"  and  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  55,  noes  105. 

So  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  refused  to  re- 
verse the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  adverse  to  Mr.  Bailev's  claim  to  a  seat. 
Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise,  and  report  their  concurrence  with  that  report. 
Mr.  Bailey  expressed  a  wish  to  address  the 
House,  and  was  desirous  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  would  withdraw  bis  motion,  and  suffer 
the  Committee  to  report  progress,  and  ask  leave 
to  sit  again. 
Mr.  Brent  opposed  the  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph. 
Mr.  Cook  questioned  its  being  in  order. 
Mr.  Fuller  moved  to  report  progress  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Chair  pronounced  this  motion  out  of  order, 
as  it  was  not  yet  four  o'clock,  and  the  rule  of  the 
House  forbade  such  a  motion  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  before  that  hour,  unless  to  ask  leave  to  sit 
on  a  day  subsequent  to  tne  next  succeeding  one. 

Mr.  McDuFpiE  contended  ihat  the  mle  did  not 
apply,  and  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 
Some  confusion  ensued.  Several  members  were 
up  at  once.  The  appeal  was  withdrawn,  and, 
after  much  altercation,  the  question  was  taken  on 
reporting  and  asking  leave,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  79,  noes  86. 

The  question  was  next  put  on  reporting  the 
resolution  of  the  committee  without  amendment, 
and  carried. 

The  hour  of  four  having  by  this  time  arrived, 
Mr.  Fuller  renewed  his  motion  to  rise,  report 
progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was 
carried. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  reported  the 
resolution,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again  \  and  the 
question  being  put  on  granting  leave,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — ayes  84,  noes  80. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Culpeper,  the 
House  adjourned. 

[The  grounds  on  which  this  question  rests,  will  be 
beat  understood  by  comparing  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  with  Mr.  Bailey's  reply.  It  may 
be  neceieary,  summarily,  to  state  that  Mr.  fiailey, 
when  elected  by  hia  conatituenta  at  Norfolk,  in  Mas- 
aachosetts,  waa,  and  for  aeveral  years  had  been,  resid- 
ing at  Waahington,  performing  the  duty  of  a  clerk  in 
the  IXepartment  of  State,  and  had  married  in  this 
eity ;  but  had  taken  no  share  in  municipal  concerna 
here,  and  eonatantly  declared  his  intention  to  return 
to  Maasachuaetta,  where  hia  home  wta  stated  to  be, 
and  where  he  poaaeaaed  a  valuable  library.  It  is  eon- 
tended  by  the  Committee  of  Electtona,  that  he  waa 
not  an  "  inhabitant "  of  Norfolk  in  the  aenae  of  the 
Constitution,  but  was  an  inhabitant  of  Waahington  ; 
it  is  insiated  on  by  Mr.  B.  and  hia  defenders,  that, 
though  actually  resident  at  Waahington,  this  reai- 
dence  was  temporary,  his  home  was  in  Norfolk,  and 


he  was,  therefore,  an  '*  inhabitant "  of  the  litter 
place,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitation,  and 
was  to  be  considered  on  the  aame  footing  with  foreign 
Miniatera,  who,  though  bodily  absent,  on  pablic  ler. 
vice,  retain,  nevertheleaa,  their  homes  in  their  own 
Statea,  and  are  eligible  to  Congreaa,  &c.  j 

Tbubsoat,  March  18. 

Mr.  McCoy,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgom- 
ery ;  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 
Mr.  Owen  offered  the  following  resolution: 
^  Buolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lude 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing provision,  by  law,  to  secure  to  all  persone  frho 
have  planted  on  public  lands,  the  privilege  of  gather- 
ing the  crops,  when  the  lands  shall  be  sold  bj  the 
Government  while  such  crops  are  standing." 

Mr.  Owen  supported  the  resolution  in  a  few  re- 
marks, which  were  supported  by  Mr.  Isacks,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Whipple.  Mr.  Owem  rejoined— 
and  Mr.  Henry  advocated  the  resolution  at  con- 
siderable length. 

Mr»  Whittlesby  moved  an  amendment,  by 
adding,  after  "public  lands,"  the  words  *^ relin- 
quished by  Government." 

Mr.  Rankin  explained  the  state  of  the  facts; 
on  which  Mr.  Whittlesey  withdrew  the  amend- 
ment. Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  then  supported 
the  original  motion,  and  Mr.  SANDFonn  took  the 
same  side,  stating  the  circumstances  of  the  earlf 
settlers.  Mr.  Whipple  replied.  Mr.  Moons,  of 
Alabama,  rejoined.  Mr.  MoCoy,  farther  opposed 
the  resolution.  Mr.  Sandford  explained.  And, 
the  question  being  taken,  it  waa  decided  in  the 
affirmative— ayes  83,  noes  69. 

MR.  BAILEY'S  CASE. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, in  the  case  of  John  Bailey. 

Mr.  Mallary,  of  Vermont,  delivered  hb  riewa 
of  the  subject,  in  opposition  to  the  report,  and  in 
favor  of  the  right  or  Mr.  Bailey  to  his  seat. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  took  the  same  side, 
and  replied  to  the  speech  delivered  yesterday  b] 
Mr.  Ranoolph. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  made  a  speech  in  faroi 
of  the  same  view. .  He  was  answered  by  Mr 
Storrs,  who  opposed  the  right  of  the  sitting  mem 
her,  in  the  following  remarks : 

Mr.  Storrs  said  that  the  vote  of  yesterday  il 
the  Committee  was  so  decisive,  that  he  had  no 
expected  that  the  debate — if  that  might  be  s 
called  which  had  hitherto  been  almost  exclusirel 
confined  to  one  side  of  the  question — would  hav 
been  renewed  to-day.  From  the  very  limite 
share  which  the  majority  has  taken  in  the  discat 
sion,  gentlemen  may  have  been  encouraged  to  U 
lieve  that  their  views  of  the  case  have  been  uoal 
swerable.  Their  perseverance  seems  to  call  U 
some  examination  from  this  side  of  the  House  < 
the  principles  on  which  it  has  been  so  confidentl 
and  continues  to  be  pertinaciously,  iiisisted  thi 
the  member  is  entitled  to  his  seat.  He  was  muc 
gratified,  as  a  Constitutional  question  was  to  I 
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settled,  that  the  vote  bad  been  so  Urge  io  appro- 
badoB  of  the  resolation  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections.  It  has  been  very  justly  consid- 
ered that  the  precedent  to  be  established  was  of 
g[reat  momenc  It  concerns,  said  Mr.  3.,  the  poll* 
tical  rights  of  every  citizen  who  has  volnntarily 
placed  himself  in  the  same  predicament  with  the 
gentleman  who  claims  to  be  considered  here  as  a 
representative  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts;  it 
iSeets  the  eteetire  right  of  the  people ;  but  it  most 
especially  concerns  the  political  purity  of  this 
HoQse.  It  is  the  first  occasion  which  nas  called 
on  the  House  to  settle  the  construction  of  that 
clause  in  the  Constitution  which  is  drawn  in 
qaestion,  and  w^hich  must  test  the  eligibility  of  a 
Bomerons  class  of  persons,  eminent  for  their  per- 
sonal respectability,  and  distinguished  by  their 
poblic  stations.  To  those  who  come  after  us  the 
principle  of  our  decision  should  be  known.  The 
member  himself,  and  those  who  have  sent  him 
here,  hare  a  moral  right  to  the  reasons  on  which 
we  justify  a  decision  which  excludes  him  from  this 
body,  and  the  nation  has  a  deep  interest  in  what- 
ever touches  or  may  affect  the  independence  and 
parity  of  their  Legislature. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  he  was  strongly  inclined  to 
think  that  the  seat  of  the  gentleman  was  yacant 
on  one  ground  not  alluded  to  in  the  report  of 
the  committee. '    He  was  elected  after  the  4th 
day  of  March  last — on  the  8th  day  of  Septem- 
ber.   At  both  these  neriods  he  held  his  office  in 
in  the  Department  01  State,  and  continued  to  hold 
it  until  a  lew  days  before  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  (the  21st  day  of  October,)  when  he 
lesigaed  it.     I  am  aware,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  when 
a  similar  case  arose  in  the  16th  Congress,  it  was 
determined  that  under  such  circumstances  the 
seat  was  not  vacant.    The  majority  in  that  case, 
boweTer,  was  less  than  the  number  of  those  Toting 
who  stood  in  the  same  predicament.    I  was  at 
that  time  unavoidably  absent  from  the  service  of 
the  Hooae,  and  the  question  was  brought  up  dur- 
ing my  afasenee ;  but  I  then  thou|[ht,  from  the  ex- 
amisatioa  which  I  had  given  to  it,  that  the  con- 
tinuaaee  in  office  to  so  late  a  period  was  at  least 
iaeompatible  with  the  acceptance  of  the  seat  under 
an  election,  if  not  an  evasion,  and  inconsistent 
with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.    It  was  not 
hk  intention  now  to  seek  to  disturb  that  decision, 
tntorevire  its  discussion.    He  was  disposed  to 
acqaieseence  in  it,  in  the  case  now  before  the 
House,  because  he  thought  that,  under  another 
daase  in  Che  Constitution,  the  gentleman  was 
dariy  disqualified  from  sitting  here  as  a  member 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts.    There  is  no 
essential  difference  of  opinion  on  the  facts.    He 
resided  in  Massachusetts,  his  native  State,  until 
the  year  1817,  when  he  accepted  an  appointment 
under  the  Govemment^   in  the  Department  of 
State;  removed  to  this  city,  where  he  subsequently 
married,  and  has  resided  with  his  family  to  the 
present  time.    Nor  does  it  appear  that  he  has  even 
been  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  during  the 
past  year,  or  since  his  election,  or  resignation,  at 
all ;  or  that  he  has  any  domestic  establishment 


books,  which  have  been  denominated  a  library. 
Was  he,  then,  an  inhabitant  of  that  State  vihm 
elected?     The  Constitution  declares,  that   ''no 
'  person  shall  be  a  Representative  who  shall  not 
'  have  been  seven  years  a  citizen  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an 
'  inhabUant  of  that  State  in  which  he  shall  be 
'  chosen."     It   has  been  asked  of  us  to   point 
out  the  distinction  which  exists  between  a  clerk 
in  the  Department  and  the  heads  of  the  Depart- 
ments— as  if  it  had  been  admitted  that  the  per- 
sons at  the  head  of  these  Departments  were  eligi- 
ble.   I  make  no  such  distinction,  or  admission.    If 
the  incumbents  of  these  offices  reside  here,  under 
like  circumstances  with  the  gentleman  from  the 
district  of  Norfolk,  their  eligibility  to  this  House 
is  in  the  same  peril ;  and  they  most  submit  to  the 
same  Constitutional  disqualification.    To  those 
who  have  expressed  alarms  that  we  might  violate 
the  right  of  the  citizen,  it  is  enough  to  say^  that 
the  Constitution  itself  has  in  this  respect  restricted 
them.    It  has  superadded  to  the  capacity  of  eligi- 
bility of  all  citizens,  the  further  qualincation  of 
inhabitancy  in  the  State.    Their  personal  rights 
are  secured  in  all  the  States,  under  another  clause 
in  the  Constitution ;  but  their  political  rights  are 
necessariljr  subordinate  to  further  qualifications. 
The  <][uestion  before  us  is,  What  constitutes  an 
inhabitancy  of  a  State,  in  the  political  sense  in- 
tended by  the  Constitution  ?    Or  has  not  the  gen- 
tleman whose  seat  is  questioned,'become  an  inhab- 
itant of  the  District  of  Columbia  ?    It  is  not  a 
safe  or  proper  rule,  in  ascertaining  the  sense  of 
this  word  "  inhabitant,"  to  resort  to  the  significa- 
tion of  it  as  used  in  the  different  States.    It  may 
import  a  different  sense  in  every  State,  and  no 
uniform  rule  could  be  devised  in  seeking  from 
these  sources  for  its  meaning.  It  is  used  in  a  great 
variety  of  interpretations :  often  fixed  by  statute 
and  by  local  usage,  la  reference  to  the  settlement 
of  the  poor,  or  the  ri^ht  of  voting,  in  various 
States,  different  regulations  of  the  meaning  of  this 
word  prevail,  which  import  variops  dissimilar 
qualifications.    In  many  of  the  States  a  person 
may  be  an  inhabitant  in  one  sense  for  some  pur- 
poses but  not  for  others.    The  Constitution  refers 
to  none  of  these,  as  a  definition,  and  to  attempt  to 
confine  it  to  any  one  of  them  is  a  mere  gratuitous 
appropriation  of  some  particular  meaning  derived 
from  our  local  sense  of  the  term.  Nor  is  this  plain 
word  shrouded  in  any  of  the  technical  mystery  in 
which  some  gentlemen  in  this  debate  have  endea- 
vored to  envelop  it.  We  have  heard,  on  yesterday 
and  to-day,  of  inhabitancy  in  esse,  of  inhabitancy 
in  poeee^  and  inhabitancy  m  abeyance.    These  may 
be  very  learned  technicalities  in  legal  science,  but 
the  framers  of  this  Constitution  could  never  have 
dreamed  of  these  ingenious  mystifications  of  this 
word.    Believe  you,  sir,  if  the  Convention  had 
been  asked  its  meaning,  that  one  would  have  an- 
swered with  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  (Mr. 
Cook,)  that  a  person  removing  to  another  Terri- 
tory or  State,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  public 
office  located  there,  had  left  behind  him  an  inhab- 
itancy in  eeee?    Another,  that,  with  another  gen- 


there,  or  any  estate,  except  some  packages  of  |  tleman,  he  considered  that  it  might,,  under  anf 
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circomstaiiees,  designate  an  inhabitancy  in  ofrey- 
amee?  Or  that  it  was  to  be  assimilated  to  what 
has  been  called  in  this  debate  the  domicU  ofgoodi? 

Let  OS  discard,  sir,  these  subtle  refinements, 
which  onlf  lead  us  from  perplezitf  to  absurdity, 
and  construe  this  Constitution  as  we  should,  ac- 
cording to  the  plain  common  acceptation  of  words. 
It  is  a  question  of  common  sense  merely.  The 
gentleman  has  resided  in  this  city  more  than  seven 
years ;  his  family  are  here ;  his  dwelling  place  is 
here ;  it  is  his  home.  He  is  eligible  to  any  office 
under  the  corporation  of  the  place — a  subject  of 
taxation  in  the  District — liable  to  jury  duties.  I 
repeat  the  question  which  I  put  to  the  Committee 
bdfore.  It  has  not  yet  been  answered.  If  this 
District  was  entitled  to  a  delegate  in  this  House, 
whose  qualification  should  be  that  he  was  an  in- 
habitant of  the  District  of  Columbia,  would  he 
sot  be  eligible  to  the  place  ?  Is  he  not  now  en- 
titled to  erery  privilege  or  right  of  an  inhabitant 
of  thb  District,  be  those  rights  what  they  may, 
civil  or  political  ?  These  questions  must  be  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative ;  and,  unless  it  can  be 
shown,  that  he  has  a  sort  of  double  capacity,  which 
may  constitute  him  an  inhabitant  ot  two  distinct 
places  at  one  time,  and  furnish  him  with  two  dif- 
ferent domicils,  he  must  be  considered  as  an  in- 
habitant of  this  District.  What  the  nature  of  his 
riffhts  may  be  here,  or  their  extent,  is  a  question 
of  no  importance.  Be  they  greater  or  less,  he  is 
entitled  to  them,  whatever  they  may  be.  It  is 
enough  for  us  that  he  has  become  an  inhabitant 
of  the  District,  and  has  lost  his  inhabitancy  in 
Massachusetts,  and  is  thereby  rendered  obnoxious 
to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  forbids 
his  eligibility  in  that  State. 

Against  these  plain  conclusions  of  common 
sense,  it  has  been  maintained,  that  he  is,  neverthe- 
less, to  be  considered,  for  the  purpose  of  eligibility, 
an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts.  It  is  so  contended, 
for  the  alleged  reason  that  the  removal  of  a  |>er- 
son  to  this  District,  for  the  purpose  of  executing 
a  public  office,  shall  not  work  a  dissolution  of  his 
inhabitancy  in  the  State  from  whence  he  comes; 
but  that  he  shall  still  be  deemed  to  retain  his  in- 
habitancy as  a  citizen  of  that  State.  This  doc- 
trine can  only  be  maintained  on  ground  derived 
either  from  the  peculiar  political  relative  situation 
of  the  District,  or  the  nature  of  a  public  office  or 
employment.  What  peculiarity,  sir,  exists  in  rela- 
tion to  this  territory  of  ten  miles  square,  not  com* 
mon  to  all  other  territories  of  the  United  States? 
We  bave  the  '*  power  of  exercising  exclusive  le* 
gialation  in  ail  cases"  over  it — aphrase  which  de- 
notes unlimited  sover«gnty.  We  are  sovereign 
here  precisely  in  the  same  sense,  and  to  the  same 
extent,  as  over  all  national  territory.  The  same 
jurisdiction,  for  the  same  purposes,  to  an  unlimited 
d^ee,  we  enjoy  over  them  all.  Inhabitancy  in 
this  District  is  precisely  of  the  nature  of  inhabi- 
tancy in  any  other  territory  of  the  United  States. 
Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  maintain  that  all  the 
emigrants  to  the  Arkansas,  Michigan,  or  Florida 
Tenitories  retain  their  inhabitancy,  under  any 
technical  notion,  in  the  respective  States  from 
which  they  went  ?  or  if  a  different  rule  is  to  be 


applied  to  their  case,  I  hope  mitlemen  will  point 
out  in  what  parti^ilar  sucn  a  difEereoce  exists 
from  this  District,  and  on  what  principles  it  is  ' 
founded.  Is  it  possible  that  inhabicaacT  may  be 
acquired  in  these  Territories  by  removal  to,  and 
settlement  in  them,  and  not  in  this  District  1  It 
is  a  distinction  altogether  untenable. 

Is  there  any  thing,  then,  in  the  nature  of  the     ' 
public  employment,  or  the  locality  of  the  duties    ' 
of  the  office,  which  can  justly  create  a  disttnctton  ?    ' 
Had  the  eentleman  been  appointed  collector  of    ' 
the  port  of  Norfolk,  to  which  pktce  he  had  removed, 
where  he  had  married,  and  resided  sevea  years, 
he  would  clearly  be  eligible  to  this  House,  as  an    i 
inhabitant  of  Viiginia.    His  appointment  as  » 
judge  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  or  Florida,  and 
removal  to  the  seat  of  his  duties  in  such  territory,, 
would  equally  constitute  him  an  inhabitant  of  the    < 
territory,  and  he  would  doubtless  acquire  the  ca- 
pacity of  being  eligible  to  this  House  as  a  delegate* 

If  the  rule  which  gentlemen  contend  for  applies 
to  a  removal  to  a  Territory  by  reason  of  some 
saving  power  of  original  State  inhabitancy  de- 
rived irom  the  nature  of  the  emplojn&ent,  the 
same  reason  would  preserve  the  inhabitancy  on  a 
removal  to  other  States,  and  all  public  function- 
aries  would  thus  retain  or  acquire  the  ri^t  of 
eligibility  either  in  the  States  from  which  they 
removed,  or  which  they  had  adopted,  or  both.. 
By  such  an  interpretation  of  the  Constitution,  all 
the  registers  and  receivers  of  your  Western  land 
offices,  the  governors  and  judges  of  the  Territories 
from  Lake  Erie  to  Florida,  and  your    Indian 
AgoQts.  are  to  be  deemed  inhabitants  of  their 
original  States  and  eligible  as  such  to  this  House. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  also  define 
the  extent  of  this  privilege  of  their  original  inhab- 
itancy.    Were  they  to  be  considered  as  inhabit* 
ants  of  the  States  from  which  they  emigrated  for 
any  other  purposes,  and  for  what  purposes?  Would 
they  be  recognised  in  such  States  as  inhabitants 
for  aujT  local  purposes  ?  or  must  not  the  ai^gunxent 
result  in  the  absurd  conclusion  that  eligibility  to 
this  House  'u  the  only  capacity  which  they  retain 
during  all  their  migrations?    If  any  such  anocna.* 
lous  and  incongruous  doctrine  can  be  sof^ioraed., 
let  me,  said  Mr.  S^  put  a  ease  which  has  aetoally 
occurred  and  now  exists.    The  present  Treasarex 
of  the  United  Suites  removed  Crom  South  Caro- 
lina to  Philadelphia  on  the  organization  of  tlx« 
Oovernment->-he  continued  to  reside  at  Pkil^^ 
delphia  until  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
meat  to  this  city  in  ISOl.    Had  he  been  eieet^ 
before  1801  as  a  representative  in  Congress  frorz] 
the  city  or  county  of  Philadelphia,  would  it    \^ 
seriously  urged  that  he  was  not  an  inhabitant   Oi 
that  place,  and  for  that  reason  ineligible?      ;^^^ 
has  since  removed  to  this  city ;  and  I  ask  irhetl^^] 
by  this  new  doctrine,  he  is  stiU  to  be  coasider^ 
as  an  inhabitant  of  Philadelphia,  or  has  be  b^^] 
remitted  back  to  his  first  inhabiuncy  in   Sot^t^j 
Carolina,  because  this  District  is  territory  and  an  C3 
within  any  of  the  States-— or  for  any  other  reason. 
It  has  been  asked,  in  general  terms,  if  we  are  pv« 
pared  to  disfranchise  all  who  hold  public  office ^ 
in  the  District?    No,  sir,  I  am  not  prepared     i 
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outlaw  them,  if  this  is  what  is  meant  hy  the  qaea^ 
tioa«    Bat,  when  eentiemen  use  these  extreme 
ezpressioas,  it  is  'welL  to  examine  how  far  the  po- 
liucal  right  of  all  h^^  been  abridged  in  this  re- 
spect by  the  CoDstitation»    An  inluibitant  of  one 
State  is  deprived  of  the  riffht  of  being  elected  in 
all  the  other  States.    Is  tnere  any  reason  in  the 
iniaginatian  of  any  part  of  the  Houses  why  this 
District,  or  those  who  are  inhabitants  here,  should 
be  more  highly  favored,  and  gifted  with  more  an- 
limited  priviles^  ^^^  ^^  inhabitants  of  the 
States?    Where,  then,  is  the  disfranchisement 
vhieb  has  been  so  often  complained  of  and  re* 
aooaded  in  this  debate,  and  in  what  does  it  con- 
sist?   The  inhabitants  of  this  District  are,  in  this 
respect,  on  a  perfect  equality  with  all  others.    If 
tbey  have  not  the  right  of  sitting  in  this  House  as 
members,  the  fault,  if  any  where,  is  in  the  Con- 
stitation,  which  has  denied  the  District  a  repre- 
sentation, because  it  is  a  union  of  the  States  and 
Dot  of  Territories. 

Bat  this  Tiewr  of  the  case  has  been  supposed  to 
be  answered  by  the  c6nsideration  that,  on  a  re- 
moval from  one  State  to  another  State,  the  per- 
son succeeds,  in  his  new  inhabitancy,  to  the  same 
right  of  eligibility  to  Congress  which  he  relin- 
quished in  the  State  from  which  he  removed. 
The  argument  is  founded  in  the  notion  that  a 
penon  shall  not  be  deemed  to  have  renounced  his 
original  inhabitancy,  because,  by  removing  into 
this  District,  he  succeeds  to  no  continued  eligibil- 
ity^  and  shall  retain,  for  that  reason,  this  right,  as 
if  J  t  had  never  been  divested.    If,  however,  his 
political  rights  vary,  on  his  removal  to  a  different 
State,  and  become  enlarged  or  abridged,  accord- 
ing to  the  positive  institutions  of  the  States  to 
whieh,  respectively^  he  may  remove,  there  can  be 
DO  force  in  thi^  objection,  or  any  reason  why  he 
shoald  always   carry  with  him  the  totality  of 
rishts  which  he  may  have  previously  enjoyed. 
His  political  rights  change  m  all  the  States  to 
vbUh  he  may  remove.    lie  may,  in  some,  'be- 
cooe  an  inhabitant  on  a  residence  of  a  week — in 
another  of  a  year^    In  one,  he  may  not,  until  after 
a  certain  period,  be  eligible  even  to  the  State  Le- 
gisUtore— in  another,  be  may  not  \»  eligible  to  a 
particular  branch  of  the  Legislature  without  the 
quality  of  a  freeholder — or  to  a  fixed  amount.   He 
may  not  be  eligible  at  all  if  belonging  to  some 
particular  proCession.   All  these  rights  may  change 
ia  a  day,  on  his  removal  to  another  State.    Nor 
is  (here  any  uniformity  even  in  his  personal  rights, 
ia  all  I  he   States.    His  rights  are  enlarged  or 
abridged,  accordingly  as  he  shalL  or  shall  not, 
roluntarily  change  his  domicil.    They  are  neces- 
sarily subordinate  to  the  sovereignty  within  which 
he  may  choose  to  reside.    If^  by  removing  to  this 
District,  he  loses  his  inhabitancy  in  his  original 
State,  it  is  his  free  act,  and  he  must  submit  to  the 
disabUiiy  in  return  for  the  advantages,  if  any, 
which  he  mav  have  supposed  himself  to  acquire 
by  changing  nis  previous  residence.    The  whole 
question,  therefore,  results  in  the  inquiry,  whether 
the  facts,  in  the  case,  do  not  show  a  ehaiige  of 
domicil — ^whether,  under  all  the  circumstances  ex- 
isting in  relation  to  the  residence  of  the  gentle- 


man in  this  city,  he  must  not  be  deemed  to  have 
been  so  established  here  as  to  create  an  inhabit- 
ancy in  this  District?    Had  his  rtoidence  here 
been  transient,  and  not  uniform;  had  he  left  a 
dwelling-house  in  Massachusetts,  in  which  his 
family  resided  for  any  part  of  the  year ;  had  he 
left  tnere  any  insignia  of  a  home — furniture,  or   . 
any  property  which  usually  accompanies  a  house- 
hold establishment — all,  or  any  of  these,  would  be 
deemed  indications  that  his  domicil  in  Massa** 
chusetts  was  not  abandoned.    Instead  of  any  in« 
dications  of  this  nature,  we  find  him  here  for 
years,  discharging  the  duties  of  an  office  perma- 
nent in  their  nature — establishing  domestic  con- 
nexions in  this  city,  and  residing  here  with  all 
the  characteristics  of  a  permanent  inhabitantr 
Common  sense  seems  to  teach  us  that  he  is  so-^ 
that  he  has   emigrated  from  Massachusetts  in 
search  of  better  fortunes,  which,  perhaps,  he  has 
acquired.    In  forminfir  my  opinion,  sir,  I  disregard 
the  declarations  which  have  been  occasionally  ex- 
pressed by  him,  that  he  considered  Massachusetts 
as  his  home— that  this  city  was  a  temporary  resi- 
dence.   Bvery  man  doubtless  intends  to  change 
his  domicil  when  better  prospects  elsewhere  are 
presented.    It  is  probable  he  came  here  for  the 
enjoyment  of  the  public  office  which  he  has  held, 
and 'that,  whenever  it  became  convenient  or  ne- 
cessary to  leave  it,  he  intended  to  return  to  Massa- 
chusetts, unless  he  could  more  beneficially  estab- 
lish himself  elsewhere.    All  these  vague  and  con- 
tingent intentions  are  entertained  by  every  man. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  quo  ammo  of  the  set- 
tlement of  the  gentleman  at  this  place,  and  that 
we  are  to  inquire  whether  he  has  continued  to 
cherish,  in  fact,  during  his  residence,  the  animu$ 
te^trUfttdi,    It  would  be  a  strange  perversion  of 
the  rule  to  which  gentlemen  allude,  in  this  respect, 
to  accept  the  declarations  of  a  party,  or  even  his 
actual  intention,  in  the  face  of  the  facts.    The 
qw}  ammo  is  an  inference,  or  conclusion  of  law, 
-founded  on  fact.    The  law  determines  from  the 
facts,  whether  the  domicil,  or  inhabitancy,  has 
been  acquired  or  not.    If  the  facts  are  clear,  and 
all  the  legal  characteristics  of  domiciliation  exist, 
the  party  is  not  at  liberty  to  assume  or  dispense 
with  his  legal  character  at  his  own  pleasure.    If 
the  facts  were  doubtful  or  ambiguous,  perhaps  the 
declarations  might  be  called  in  aid,  or  the  actual 
intentions  sougnt  for,  to  determine  what  would 
otherwise  be  equivalent.    But,  in  this  case,  the 
acts  are  of  that  clear  and  decisive  import  that  it 
would  be  dangerous  to  resort  to  extraneous  cir- 
cumstances.   I  can  well  imagine  cases  of  resi- 
dence in  this  city,  by  public  officers,  under  cir- 
cumstances which  mignt  repel  the  legal  conclu- 
sion of  inhabitancy.    Perhaps  such   may  now 
exist.    Bvery  case  must  be  judged  of,  however, 
by  its  own  circumstances. 

The  circumstances  of  the  case  now  before  us 
call  upon  us  to  maintain  with  vigilance  some  of 
the  most  important  principlesof  the  Constitution — 
principles  which  were  established  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  purity  and  independence  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  We  are  not  only  asked  to 
allow  a  seat  here  to  one  whose  inhabitancy  is  not 
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dona  /^  anaong  his  constituents,  but  one  who 
coines  from  the  Executive  Departments.  If  this 
District  is  to  furnish  members  for  this  House,  it 
is  the  more  dangerous  if  they  are  to  be  educated 
under  the  immediate  eye  of  their  political  patrons. 
The  framers  of  the  Coostitution  intended  that  a 
Representative  here  should  comefrom  the  bosom  of 
his  constituents;  that  he  should  live  amonff  them ; 
be  conversant  with  their  feelinp,  their  wishes,  and 
Xheir  wants ;  that  he  should  know  their  political 
principles,  and  be  identified  with  the  people  whom 
he  represents.  They  entertained  no  notions  of 
that  technical  inhabitancy  which  has  been  set  up 
here  to  fritter  away  the  most  salutary  purposes  of 
the  Constitution.  The  example  of  Kogland  was 
before  them,  where,  under  the  form,  though  in 
mockery,  of  representative  government,  the  Par- 
liament was  filled  with  placemen  and  pensioners. 
They  never  intended  to  turn  the  States  of  this 
Union  into  rotten  boroughs,  or  to  make  this  Dis- 
trict the  great  and  common  rotten  borough  of  all 
the  States.  There  is  something  so  pregnant  with 
mischief  to  the  character  of  this  House,  in  the 
doctrines  which  have  been  advanced,  and  so 
threatening  to  its  purity,  that  I  feel  as  if,  in  giving 
up  or  relaxing  the  construction  of  this  part  of  the 
Constitution,  we  give  up  the  Constitution  itself, 
or  render  it  an  idle  mockery.  If  there  is  any 
thing  to  be  feared  in  this  Government,  it  is  the 
corrupting  influence  of  patronage.  The  Consti- 
tution considers  all  placemen  of  the  Grovernment 
as  unfit  to  represent  the  people  in  the  Legislative 
Department.  I  speak,  sir,  with  no  allusion  to  the 
gentleman  whose  seat  is  now  questioned ;  but,  all 
History  and  experience,  our  observation  of  human' 
nature,  and  our  knowledge  of  the  motives  and 
springs  of  human  action,  warn  us  to  look  with 
jealousy  to  any  interpretation  of  this  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  snail  approximate  to  a  relaxa- 
tion of  its  spirit  and  intention.  If  we  saiMstion 
the  principle  that  the  incumbents  of  office  here 
are  to  be  universally  eligible  in  the  States,  I  beg 
gentlemen  to  reflect  what  an  enormous  and  irre- 
sistible weight  of  influence  may  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  State  elections,  to  promote  the  views 
of  Government  and  fill  this  House  with  the  crea- 
tures of  Executive  power.  The  patronage  of 
Government  in  the  States  will  be  devoted  to  this 
end.  The  connexions  of  men  in  office  here  are 
powerful  and  numerous  elsewhere.  The  officers 
of  your  Government,  scattered  throughout  the 
Union,  are  multiplying  every  day.  Dependent  on 
Governmental  favor,  they  naturally  rally  round 
the  power  which  feeds  them,  and  will  be  found 
subservient  to  its  will.  This  vast  machinery, 
when  once  organized  and  put  in  motion,  will  ex- 
ercise a  powerful  control  in  the  State8,and  the  elec- 
tions will  feel  the  worst  of  all  influence  in  a  free 
Government.  Candidates  for  this  House,  fur- 
nished from  the  Departments  here,  will  be  sup- 
ported by  your  marshals,  judges,  and  hosts  of  cus- 
tom-house and  other  Executive  officers  of  the 
States. 

The  Treasury  of  the  nation  will  sustain,  through 
the  dispensations  of  Executive  bounty,  this  perni- 
cious system.    We  have  no  reason  to  believe  that, 


in  all  our  future  history.  Administrations  may  not 
be  found,  which  might  avail  themselves  of  such 
means  to  sustain  their  influence  in  this  House. 
The  only  barrier  to  Executive  power  is  here— its 
only  efiectual  restraint  is  in  preserving  the  identi- 
fication of  this  House  with  the  people,  and  closing 
every  avenue  to  the  approach  of  Executive  influ- 
ence  in  our  deliberations.  Sanction  the  doctrine 
that  the  officers  of  the  Departments  are  eligible, 
and  we  may  find  here,  at  some  future  day,  a  semi- 
official cabinets— a  bench  of  ministers — men  who 
have  merely  laid  aside  theforms  of  office,  but  whose 
political  feelings  and  pirtialities  and  obligations 
centre  in  the  Executive  will ;  a  packed  Parlia- 
ment— men  who  are  taught  to  look  anywhere,  but 
where  they  should  look  for  support,  to  the  appro- 
bation of  their  constituents.  Why  has  the  Con- 
stitution prohibited  any  officer  of  the  Gk)veronient 
from  holding  a  seat  m  Congress?  It  is,  bir,  be- 
cause they  are  presumed  to  be  politically  unfit  for 
legislation — because  the  influence  of  patronage  is 
often  too^  strong  to  be  resisted — because  their  in- 
terests and  partialities  are' not  in  unison  with  the 
mass  of  the  nation ;  and  because  all  experience 
has  proved  that  they  are  the  most  pliant  instru- 
ments of  the  power  which  supports  them  in  office, 
and  dispenses  the  public  emoluments.  On  princi- 
ples adapted  to  discountenance  the  same  political 
evil,  and  to  preserve  a  strict  congeniality  ot  feeling 
between  the  representative  and  the  nation,  the 
Constitution  has  required  his  inhabitancy  among 
his  constituents.  If  those  who  serve  the  public 
here,  in  the  more  elevated  offices  of  the  depart- 
mente,  or  the  subordinate  places  of  the  Govern- 
ment, are  not  contented  to  enjoy  the  public  bounty 
and  public  honor  of  their  stations;  if  they  aspire 
to  seats  in  the  Legislature,  the  path  is  open  and 
plain.  Let  them  return  to  the  States  and  resume 
their  original  inhabitancy — ^let  them  submit  to  at 
least  some  purification  in  an  atmosphere  untainted 
by  the  influences  of  power.  When  returned  to 
this  House,  let  them  enter  our  doors  representa- 
tives in  heart,  as  well  as  in  form  of  a  people  whose 
confidence  has  not  been  beguiled  into  their  sup- 
port, and  who  feel  that,  between  them  and  their 
representative,  there  is^ome  sympathy,  some  bond 
of  intimate  union  which  connects  their  interests 
with  his  own.  I  hope,  sir,  that  we  shall  establish 
at  this  time,  so  far  as  our  precedent  can  do  so,  an 
exposition  of  this  part  of  the  Constitution  which 
shall  not  be  misunderstood  elsewhere;  which  shall 
maintain  a  close  alliance  between  the  nation  and 
this  House,  and  shdter  it  from  those  evils  which 
otherwise  may  threaten  its  purity  and  independ- 
ence, and  which  shall  preserve  it  uncontaminated 
by  that  influence  which,  whenever  successfully 
brought  to  control  its  measures,  or  mingle  in  its 
deliberations^  will  render  the  whole  system  a  mere 
mockerv  of  free  Government. 

Mr.  LivERMOBfi  rejoined  to  Mr.  Storbs. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  said,  most  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  preceded  him  in  this  discussion 
considered  the  question  one  of  great  moment. 
With  them  he  was  disposed  to  concur  in  opinion, 
and  would  say,  as  it  involved  the  contraction  of 
an  important  clause  of  the  Constitution,  it  deserved 
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a  fall  sod  patien  t  in  vestigation.  If  any  qaestion, 
said  lie,  i^tated  during  the  present  session,  had, 
more  than  another,  excited  in  his  bosom  an  anz- 
jetf  to  arrive  at  a  correct  conclusion,  it  was  the 
one  DOW  asder  consideration. 

Mr.  C.  said  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
(Mr.  Foot)  has  assumed  a  position  which,  he 
thought,  was  altogether  untenable.  He  has  gone  so 
far,  1/  he  was  correctly  understood,  as  to  intimate 
that  the  constituents  of  the  gentleman,  the  right 
to  whose  seat'  is  now  disputed,  are  much  more 
eoopetent  to  decide  on  his  qualifications  than 
we  are. 

[Mr.  Foot  explained,  and  said  he  did  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  denying  this  House  jurisdic- 
tion.] 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  supposed  ihe  gentleman  had 
Bsed  langmge  which,  upon  reflection,  he  would 
k  iDclioed  to  qualify.  The  gentleman  from 
Massaehasetts,  (Mr.  Fuller,)  who  addressed  the 
Coomittee  yesterday,  advanced  a  similar  opinion. 
He  has  informed  us  the  electors  of  the  itorfolk 
district  had  long  been  acquainted  with  the  sitting 
Mnber.  He  had  been  bforn  and  educated  among 
tiiea).  As  his  residence  here  had  not  suspended 
^  iotercourse  with  them,  they  knew  his  senti- 
nttti  They  believed  him  eligible,  and  gave  him 
ilieit votes;  that,  therefore,  this  House  ought  to 
ttqniesce  in  their  decision. 

[Mr.  Foot  explained,  by  saying  the  judgment 
0fhis(Mr.  Ba.ilbv'8)  constituents  was  entitled  to 
iBDchcoosideratioo.] 

Mr.  C.  said  he  thought  so,  too ;  but  he  would 

ruest  against  the  obligation  of  such  a  judgment. 
cGold  not  be  binding  on  us.  It  might  awaken 
^  Tigiianee,  and  induce  us  to  approach  a  deci- 
^  wiib  increased  care.  The  recognition  of  a 
^t!rent  doctrine  would  lea  we  but  litUe  to  the  per- 
^jnoaoee  of  this  body,  under  that  clause  of  the 
CoQstitation  which  gives  it  authority  to  judge  of 
^  qiaiificationa  and  returns  of  its  members.  For 
^li^iporpQse  is  this  House  required  to  pronounce 
Knteoee  in  any  case  of  contested  election,  but  par- 
tieolarly  ia  one  involving  qualification,  if  the  con- 
KiiQents  of  the  returned  member  be  the  most 
*^petent  judges?  We  constitute  the  legitimate 
^^al ;  and  h^  said  Mr.  C,  was,  for  one,  pre- 
l^to  perform  his  duty. 

"^be  gentleman  from  Massachusfftts  (Mr.  Ful- 
^^)  informs  us  the  member  from  the  Norfolk 
■^t  had,  after  an  absence  of  four  years  from 
^  State,  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Massa- 
■Qseos  Legislature;  that  gentlemen,  highly  re- 

E liable  for  talents^  when  consulted,  declarea  him 
'hie,  although  the  constitution  of  that  State 
paired  a  years  residence.   These  facts  are  urffed 
^^  great  force  in  favor  of  the  member's  eligibil- 
to  Congress.     Upon  examination,  it  wul  be 
id  nothing  conclusive  can  be  deduced  from 
Mr.  C.  asked,  whether  his  election  had 
^  coatfrsted?     He  presumed  not.     If  it  had 
we  should  certainly  have  heard  of  it,  as  it 
ltd  have  added  much  to  the  weight  of  the  m- 
^eoL    Hence,  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  the 
^it  would  have  been  bad  bis  ri^ht  to  a  seat  been 
tioned,  as  it  now  is.    This  disclosure  of  facts 


is  very  creditable  to  the  sitting  member.  It  proves 
he  was  popular  where  he  had  been  long  known. 
His  great  popularity,  and  the  sameness  of  politics 
in  his  town,  may  have  left  him  without  a  rival — 
without  an  enemy  to  contest  his  title  to  a  seat. 
Mr.  C.  said  the  constitution  of  Ohio  required, 
among  other  things,  that  a  person,  to  be  eligible  to 
a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  must  re- 
side at  least  one  year  next  preceding  his  election, 
in  the  county  which  he  may  wish  to  represent. 
This  clause,  he  doubted  not,  would  render  ineli- 
gible every 'person  who  might  leave  the  State, 
and  go  into  another  to  obtain  a  livelihood  by 
teaching  an  academy,  as  the  member  from  Nor- 
folk is  reported  Jo  have  done.  Indeed,  he  thought, 
in  Ohio,  this  interpretation  would  not  be  disputed 
for  a  moment. 

Gentlemen,  in  their  liberal  interpretation  of  the 
word  inhaiHtafU,  say,  those  who  support  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections 
appear  to  consider  every  person  ineligible  who  is 
not  actually  a  resident  of  the  State  at  the  time  of 
his  election ;  that  this  doctrine  would  preclude  the 
idea  of  the  eligibility  of  every  one  who  might  be 
absent  on  business,  whether  public  or  private,  on 
the  day  of  election.  This,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  gra- 
tuitous assumption  on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen. 
It  was  an  abridgment  of  right.  It  was  an  infer- 
ence which,  he  felt  sure,  could  not  be  drawn  from 
any  argument  he  had  heard.  The  rule  which 
would  produce  this  effect  could  not  be  a  correct  or 
useful  one.  What !  disfranchise  a  citizen  who 
might  be  sent  on  a  foreign  mission  !  Surely  this 
could  never  have  been  intended.  The  character 
of  a  Minister  is  this :  He  is  the  representative  of 
his  country,  in  its  sovereign  or  national  capacity, 
in  the  one  to  which  he  may  be  deputed,  without 
the  forfeiture  of  a  single  right,  although  he  ceases, 
for  a  time,  to  be  an  inhabitant.  This  is  inferred 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case.  He  would  be  a 
traitor  to  his  Grovemment  if  he  attempted  to  be- 
come a  citizen  or  subject  of  the  Power  to  which 
he  is  sent.  In  the  nature  of  things,  by  his  actual 
change  of  residence  he  acquires  no  political  rights. 
In  the  enjoyment  of  those  which  are  essential  to 
him  in  his  repesentative  character,  he  is  protected 
by  the  law  01  nations.  This  is  all  he  needs — this 
is  all  it  is  proper  he  should  enjoy.  An  assump- 
tion of  the  civil  and  f)oliticar  condition  of  the 
country  to  which  he  might  be  sent,  were  such  a 
thing  practicable,  would  terminate  his  ministerial 
functions.  As,  then,  he  acquires  none  of  those 
rights  in  the  country  of  which  he  is  an  actual  in- 
habitant, of  which  his  removal,  for  a  time,  has 
interdicted  him  the  exercise,  it  would  be  folly  in 
the  extreme  to  say,  on  his  return,  he  shoulcl  be 
classed  with  aliens.  Yet  gentlemen  liken  the  case 
of  the  sitting  member  to  that  of  a  Minister  to  a 
foreign  Court.  Mr.  C.  said  the  similarity,  if  any 
existed,  had,  so  far,  eluded  his  observation.  In- 
deed, it  was  plain  to  him  there  was  none.  The 
member  from  Norfolk,  by  leaving  his  native  State, 
and  locating  himself  here,  has  lost  nothing.  His 
immunities  are  not  affected  by  the  migration. 
What  he  loses  there  he  acquires  here.  If  he  ceases 
to  be  eligible  to  office  in  Massachusetts,  he  is 
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oompensated  by  the  acquisition  of  correspondent 
priTileges  in  this  District.  At  all  events,  no  one 
can  say,  with  an^  expectation  of  being  credited, 
that  he  would  not  have  been  eligible  had  be 
crossed  the  river  into  Virginia,  and  resided  there 
six  years,  as  he  has  done  in  this  city. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  (Mr.  Cook)  has 
favored  tbe  House  with  an  insenious  argument, 
but  which,  when  tested,  will  be  found  inconclusive 
and  unsatisfactory.  He  says  we  have  two  forms 
of  Government,  meaning  the  State  and  Federal 
-*that  to  carry  on  the  operation  of  the  latter,  tbe 
citizens  of  one  State  are  sometimes  sent  into  ano- 
ther, or  into  a  Territory,  in  the  character  of  offi- 
cers ;  and  that  to  say  they  lost  the  rights  of  in- 
^  habitants  of  the  States  which  they  might  leave, 
'  would  be  violence  to  State  rights,  as  each  State 
had  an  interest  in  the  service  of  its  citizens.  Mr. 
C.  said  this  had  frequently  been  the  case,  and  the 
(Acers  continued  in  the  State  or  Territory,  and 
enjoyed  all  the  privileffes  of  citizens ;  as  in  the 
case  already  mentionea,  what  was  lost  at  one 
place  was  fully  made  np  at  another.  Correlative 
rights  press  upon  the  emigrant,  and  he  may  enjoy 
them  it  he  chooses.  To  make  the  case  still  more 
intelligible,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  suppose  an  in- 
habitant of  the  ^tate  of  Illinois  were  appointed 
a  register  of  a  land  office  in  Ohio,  and  were  to 
move  with  his  family  theret  What  would  be  his 
relation  in  regard  to  the  two  States  ?  Certainly 
his  conniexion  with  the  first  i^  severed,  and  a  new 
one  formed  with  the  latter.  Certainly  he  ceases 
to  be  an  inhabitant  of  Illinois,  and  becomes  a 
citizen  of  Ohio.  To  affirm  the  State  he  left  is 
still  entitled  to  his  allegiance  and  service,  would 
give  a  negative  to  the  right  of  locomotion — a  right 
which  we  see  exercised  every  day  without  com- 
plaint, or  any  supposed  prejudice  to  the  right  of 
the  States. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Liv- 
ebmore)  contends,  if  the  word  wkabUant  be  prop- 
erly denned  by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  no 
person  can  be  eligible  to  Congress  who  is  not  ao 
UkoUy  in  the  State  on  the  day  of  election.  This, 
Mr.  C.  thought,  was  putting  an  extreme  case. 
Such  an  idea  he  supposed  no  member  whatever 
entertained.  He  was  certain  even  the  term  "lo- 
cality of  existence,"  which  had  been  examined 
with  so  much  attention,  was  not  intended  to  con- 
vey this  sentiment.  It  could  not  be  said  v>e  were 
not  inhabitants,  in  the  Constitutional  meaning  of 
the  term,  of  the  States  we  respectively  represent, 
although  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  To  de- 
clare we  would  be  ineligible,  should  an  extra  ses- 
sion require  our  attendance  here  at  the  period  of 
an  election,  would  be  an  absurdity,  without  com- 
parison. A  case  may  be  put  to  operate  equally 
strong  against  the  gentleman.  The  pubHc  archi- 
tect came  to  this  city  six  or  seven  years  affo  from 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  with  his  family.  He 
owns  real  estate,  has  built  himself  a  house,  and  is 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  citizen  of  this 
District.  Js  he  an  inhalHtafU  of  Massachusetts? 
The  answer  is  easy.  Or.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would 
put  a  stronger  case.  He  knew  a  clerk  who  emi- 
grated to  this  place  more  than  twenty  years  ago^ 


from* Maryland,  had  reared  a  family,  and  wis  the 
owner  of  houses  and  lots,  and  appeared  located 
for  life.     Would  the  gentleman  say  he  was  eligi- 
bie  in  the  State  from  which  he  came?   Suray 
not;  or  else  it  must  be  admitted  a  man  can, at  tbe 
same  instant,  enjoy  the  same  privileges  in  two  or 
more  separate  and  distinct  jurisdictioas.    Caies 
may  be  supposed,  which  prove  nothing  hot  their 
own  folly.  Mr.  C.  said  his  opinion  was,  weooglit 
to  give  the  word  inhabUani  a  rational  meaniDg— 
it  ought  to  be  construed  to  a  common  and  judi- 
cious intent — ^not  so  as  to  impair  rights,  yet  so  is 
to  guard  a&^inst  the  evils  designed  to  be  prereat- 
ed,  which  nave  been  ably  exposed  in  the  repon, 
and  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Stobrs,)  and  then  applied  to  the  facts,  as  tiicf 
have  beoi  disclosed. 

Such  is  the  condition  of  man,  such  are  his  wa&ts 
and  necessities,  as  to  require  him  to  be  employed 
in  some  avocation.  To  obtain  a  livelihood  ib« 
means  are  diversified,  as  if  to  suit  the  versatility 
of  genius.  Some  prefer  a  maritime  life ;  otben 
choose  aericultural  and  mechanical  porsuits| 
others  seea  the  learned  professions ;  and  not  a  fe« 
depend  on  public  favor  for  subsistence.  Th< 
clerks  of  the  difierent  departments  we  know  d« 
pend  almost  exclusively  on  their  salaries  for  sop 
port.  A  clerkship  is  one  of  the  many  ways  o 
obtaining  a  living.  It  was  the  sitting  member^ 
preference  for  the  last  six  years,  within  whicb^* 
are  informed,  he  intermarried.  It  seems  to  oh 
said  Mr.  C,  a  man's  ordinary  basiness  indicatt 
the  ''  locality  of  his  existence."  What  aiisw< 
would  a  plain  common  sense  man,  acquaints 
with  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  give  to  tb 
question  ?  Of  what  place  was  tbe  sitting  memb 
an  whabiUmt^  at  the  time  of  his  election?  Woi^ 
he  not  say  of  the  District  of  Columbia  1  Let| 
say  so,  too,  and  support  the  resolution  submit^ 
by  the  committee. 

Mr.  OwBN,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  Cbaii 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  1  shall  be  pardoned  by  the  Hoi 
for  giving  the  reasons  which  in&aence  my  coiU 
when  it  is  knoWA  that  I  am  in  the  minor! 
Were  I  of  tbe  majority,  at  this  stase  of  the  ini 
tigation  upon  this  subject,  I  would  Bot  tres^ 
upon  your  time,  because  the  world  and  posi^ 
always  presume  that  the  majority  is  ri^ht.  1 
presumption  is  correct,  sir;  and,  as  this  quesi 
will  live  beyond  the  existence  of  this  Congl 
and  is  to  be  handed  down  to  those  who  follow 
as  a  precedent,  with  it,  I  wish  to  go  the  reasol 
upon  which  my  mind  compels  me  to  oppo5i 
large  a  majority.  Sir,  I  do  not  rise  writh  the  i 
hope  (for  such  it  certainly  would  be)  of  endea 
ing  to  change  the  opinion  of  this  Hoase,  wl 
has  been  so  clearly  manifested.  It  is  true,  t| 
should  be  much  pleased  were  tbe  majority  t| 
with  me,  but  not  so,  if  induced  by  any  pol 
possessed,  when  their  settled  opinion  ivas  tc 
contrary.  I  am  the  more  anxious  upon  this 
ject,  sir,  because  it  is  one  of  Constitutiooali 
struction — becabse  it  is  one  that  strikes  at  the 
root  of  tbe  democratic  principle  of  our  Go 
ment.     Were  it  upon  a  matter  of  expedient 


1845 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSS. 


1846 


Maicb,  1824. 


Iku9achu§0U8  OmUded  EUOian. 


R.  ofR. 


of  mere  polkj,  I  should  be  almost  iDdiffeffent  ob 
which  side  of  this  qaestioQ  I  should  be  foand. 
These,  sir,  are  settled  by  opioioo — by  speculation — 
aad  there  is  scarcely  any  matter  of  policy,  of  deep 
utiooal  ooneem,  that  nas  not  been  tested  by  the 
apenence  of  other  (Governments;  and  rare,  in- 
deed, are  the  instances  arising  from  the  peculiar 
formation  of  our  Gorernment,  where  this  assertion 
Will  Dot  hold  good.  But,  sir,  on  the  other  hand, 
in  ascertaining  what  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
meat  are,  nothing  of  experience  or  history  beyond 
our  own  time  can  afford  us  any  light  to  direct  our 
coarse.  While  the  investi^tion  of  subjects  of 
this  kind  are  the  most  intricate  that  can  be  pre- 
sented to  an  American  legitdator,  they  are,  at  the 
wae  time,  the  most  unique  and  dependent  upon 
Uie  powers  of 'the  mind,  unaided  by  experience,  or 
iofloeoced  bf  precedent,  for  their  correct  decision. 
Qjaeftiom  arising  upon  the  principles  of  our  GoT- 
eroment  are  to  be  examined  by  the  charter  of  our 
hhertf;  we  need  not  go  beyond;  to  know  what 
sre  its  provisions,  is  knowing  the  principles  of  our 
GoferomenL  How  are  they  to  be  known  1  By 
the  rales,  most  assuredly,  used  in  givin^^  construe* 
uoo  to  the  prescribed  riue,  by  the  sovereign  power. 
We  unnoi,  then,  with  too  much  caution  appi:oach 
I  subject,  in  the  jnTestigation  of  which  is  involved 
the  tvo  main  features  of  our  Government;  that 
is,  the  extent  to  which  power  is  delegated,  and 
the  Umitation  beyond  which  it  is  restricted  l^  the 
wjU  of  the  sovereign  power  of  our  Grovernment. 

The  people  (for  happy  it  is  for  our  country  that 
io  them  is  vested  the  supreme  power,)  have^  in 
preseribiog  our  ^reat  rule  of  action,  the  Constitu* 
tioo,  oot  only  limited  those  by  them  appointed  to 
tdmiaister  the  Government,  in  the  exercise  of 
power,  bat  have  restricted  themselves  in  the  dis- 
charge of  duties  which  they  have  to  perform. 
To  OS.  sir,  the  responsible  duty  of  preserving  the 
Constitution  from  Tiolation,  is  connded.  We  are 
the  sentiaeb  of  the  people's  liberty.  Whenever, 
therefore,  the  people,  in  the  exercise  of  privileges 
reserved  to  themselves,  act  within  the  restrictions 
imposed  bf  oar  Constitution,  their  act  should  be 
soreretfa  and  tmcontrollable.  When  they  go  be- 
yoftd  taese  restrictions,  it  is  our  duty  to  restrain 
ihem.  At  the  same  time  that  we  guard  against 
others,  to  preserve  the  purity  of  our  Constitution, 
Te  should  watch  orer  ourselves,  and  never  in  the 
^ctst  (laoscend  our  delegated  powers. 

Pardon  me,  sir,  for  here  remarking,  that,  with  no 
iittlecoBcern,  have  I,  in  the  orogress  of  our  Giov- 
^foment,  within  my  limited  observation  on  public 
coaeeros,  discovered,  as.  I  thought,  that,  in  emy 
esse  where  the  Constitution  was  intended  to  limit 
the  power  of  Congress,  that  this  branch  of  it,  at 
ieut  to  sustaia  its  power,  has  ever  ffiven  the  most 
hberal  and  the  greatest  latitude  of  construction. 
'£veo,sir,  during  this  session,  have  Constitutional 
ioestioos  been  agitated,  nay,  thoroughly  discussed, 
is&d  the  principles  upon  which  they  have  been  set* 
i  tied,  are,  that  it  should  be  liberally  construed  to  ef- 
^^tand  secure  to  the  people  of  this  nation  the  great 
[porposes  for  which  it  was  adopted — ^the  prosperity 
Mf  the  nation  and  the  happiness  of  the  people ; 
I  bat,  OQ  the  other  hand,  I  do  fear,  were  I  to  assert 


that  Congress,  at  least  this  branch  of  it,  in  ascer- 
taining the  power  reserved  by  the  people  to  them- 
selves, in  the  Constitution,  that  the  most  rigid 
aad  limited  construction  is  given  to  support  and 
sustain  the  restriction,  the  facts  could  be  adduced 
to  sustain  its  correctness. 

Let  not  this  case  present  us  authority  to  support 
such  a  declaration ;  let  us  pursue  the  same  rules 
of  construction  in  testing  the  powers  of  the  people 
under  the  Constitution  as  we  do  in  ascertaining 
our  own.  Another  principle,  and  I  will  endeavor 
to  apply  the  case  before  us  to  these  principle^, 
which  I  think  no  one  will  doubt  the  correctoess 
of.  It  is  this :  in  giving  the  construction  to  the 
acts  of  sovereij^n  power,  the  presumption  is  in 
favor  of  sustaining  such  acts ;  being  understood 
to  be  right,  to  be  strictly  legal^  until  the  contrary 
is  prov^.  So  it  is  with  individuals  in  the  dis* 
charge  of  lawful  acts ;  the  presumption  is  in  their 
favor,  until  removed  by  evidence,  by  facts  to  the 
contrary. 

What,  then,  is  the  question  before  this  House? 
It  is  to  concur  in  the  report  made  by  the  Com* 
qaittee  of  Electiom^  which  is  to  be  settled  upon 
the  adoption  or  rejectibn  of  this  resolution  sub' 
mitted  bv  the  committee,  <'  That  John  Bailey  is 
not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House."  To  sustain 
this  resolution,  the  committee,  though  they  have 
laid  before  you  a  long  and  elaborate  report,  sub- 
mit the  proposition  that  Mr.  Bailey  ^  is  ineligible, 
*  not  being  possessed  of  those  quahfications  which, 
'  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  are  in- 
'  dispensable  to  the  holding  of  a  seat  in  Consress." 
Under  this  broad  proposition,  nonebutasingb  alle- 
gation is  submitted  to  sustain  it,  and  upon  which 
the  whole  report  is  bottomed,  that  is,  that  ''be* 
<  cause,  at  the  time  the  election  was  held,  at  which 
'  the  said  Bailey  was  supposed  to  have  been  chosen, 
'  he  was  not  an*  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts,  but 
'  then  was,  and  for  many  years  before  had  been, 
'  and  still  is,  an  '  inhabitant'  of  the  City  of  Wash* 
'  ington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia;''  notwith- 
standing the  broad  proposition  that  Mr.  Bailey  was 
"ineligiole"  for  the  want  of  ''qualifications,"  but 
the  single  qualification  alleged  to  be  wanting  is, 
habitation  within  the  State  from  which  he  ^s 
chosen.  The  whole  question  then  depends  upon 
the  single  point.  Was  Mr.  Bailey  a  resideiit  of 
Massachusetts,  within  the  purview  and  spirit  of 
the  Constitution  1  The  committee  have  said  that 
he  was  not,  and  to  maintain  this  assertion,  what 
is  the  testimony  adduced  ? 

The  first  is  the  certificate  of  the  Governor  of 
Massachusetts. 

2d.   A  memorial  by  certain  inhabitants  of  the 
district  of  Norfolk,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

3d.  A  statement  of  Mr.  John  Claincy  Adams, 
Secretary  of  State. 

4th.  An  affidavit  of  Mr.  Charles  Bulfinch. 

And,  lastly,  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Bailey 
himself  to  the  committee. 

The  Certificate  of  €h)vernor  Eustis  only  states 

that,  on  a  certain  day,  John  Bailey,  Esq.,  "  was 

chosen  by  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth, 

(Massachusetts,)  legally  qualified  there  for  a  Rep* 

I  resentative.  to  represent  them  in  the  Congress  of 
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the  United  States  of  America,"  d^c.  Thiff  estab- 
lishes the  fact  of  his  election. 
^  The  memorial  prays  that  Mr.  Bailey  be  not  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat  in  tKis  House,  "  because,"  by  the 
first  siection  of  the  first  article  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  provided  "  that  no  per- 
son shall  be  a  Representative  who  shall  not,  when 
elected,  be  an  idnabitant  of  that  Slate  in  which 
he  shall  be  chosen,"  ^nd  alleges  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Bailey  was  not  an  "  inhabitant"  of  the  State,  but 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Adams  states  that  Mr.  Bailey  was  a  clerk  in 
the  Department  of  State ;  that  he  continued  to 
act  in  this  station  until  after  his  election ;  that  he 
was  an  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  district 
he  is  now  chosen  to  represent,  at  the  time  of  his 
appointment  of  clerk.  His  residence  during  the 
time  he  held  the  ofllce  of  clerk  has  been  within 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  he  always  considered 
Massachusetts  as  Mr.  Bailey's  home,  and  his  resi- 
dence  in  the  District  temporary,  in  the  discharge 
of  official  duty  only ;  gives  his  opinion  that  Mr. 
Bailey  was  diffibU,  upon  the  general  principle  of 
national  law,  that  the  <' animus  revertendi,"  or 
intention  to  return,  constitutes  the  test  of  domi- 
cil;  and,  to  sustain  this,  at  the  request  of  the 
committee,  many  instances  are  submitted,,  sus- 
taining this  principle  in  practice  in  Massachusetts. 

The  affidavit  of  Mr.  Bulfinch  establishes  the 
residence  within  the  District,  with  occasional  ab- 
sences on  visits  to  Massachusetts — boarding  at  a 
public  hotel  until  marriage ;  after  which  time,  in 
the  family  of  his  wife^s  mother — represents  that 
Mr.  Bailey  never  exercised  any  privilege  within 
the  District — never  held  an  office  of  the  District, 
within  his  knowledge. 

Mr.  Bailey's  statement  corroborates  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Bulfinch,  and  adds, 
that  he  ever  considered  Massachusetts  his  home ; 
that,  within  his  district,  in  that  State,  was  the 
seat  of  his  property,  consisting  of  a  law  library ; 
that  it  had  ever  remained  there,  and  that  he  con- 
sidered it  his  home ;  alleges  that  he  never  held 
any  office  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  that  he 
always  avoided  the  exercise  of  privileges  within 
tl^s  District — never  oaid  a  tax,  always  considering 
Massachusetts  his  place  of  abode. 

These,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  take  to  be  the 
facts  involved  in  this  case,  and  none  other  can  be 
brought  into  this  investigation;  none  other  having 
been  submitted  by  the  committee.  Sir^  if  this 
resolution  had  not  have  been  submitted,  but  the 
facts  reported  alone  submitted,  it  does  appear  to 
me  that  precisely  the  opposite  proposition  must, 
necessarily,  be  founded  upon  such  evidence;  let 
us  for  a  moment  examine,  and  see  if  this  remark 
is  not  entitled  to  some  weight.  The  certificate  of 
Governor  Eustis  proves  the  election — ^in  my  mind, 
sir,  it  proves  more,  so  far  as  this  is  a  question  of 
fact,  at  least :  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive  of 
Massachusetts,  by  the  authority  of  the  State,  to 
certify  the  result  of  a  Constitutional  discharge  of 
duty  by  the  people  of  that  State ;  that  doty  is  the 
election  of  a  member  of  Congress;  this  officer  acts 
under  oath  in  the  discharge  of  official  duty,  and 
this  is  a  part  of  that  officiu  duty.    It  is  to  be  pre- 


sumed then,  sir,  that  he  has  not  certified  to  as  that 
which  the  law  prohibits ;  it  is  to  be  presumed,  sir, 
that  the  Constitutional  qualifications  were  pos- 
sessed, the  law  presuming  in  favor  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  act  of  the  certifying  officer;  so  much 
then  for  the  Governor's  certificate.  But,  the  Cod- 
stitution  correctly  secures  to  each  branch  of  the 
Gkneral  Legislature,  the  sole  and  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  judging  and  determining  on  the  '*  elections, 
returns,  and  qualifications,  of  its  own  members;" 
this,  then,  sir,  and  this  alone,  prevents  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  Ciovernor  from  being  conclusive;  bat 
still,  sir,  the  presumption  exists,  and  that,  which, 
in  almost  all  other  cases  of  like  discharge  of  offi- 
cial duty,  would  be  conclusive  by  reason  of  this 
provision,  (universally  admitted  to  be  a  wise  one,) 
of  the  Constitution,  is  not  so,  unless  supported  bf 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.    What,  then,  are 
these  circumstances?     This  brings  me  to  tbe 
other  facts  submitted  by  the  committee,  all  of 
which  may  be  summed  up  in  a  very  few  words, 
there  being  none  which  conflict ;  they  are,  that 
Mr.  Bailey,  in  discharge  of  official  duty,  resided 
within  the  District  of  Columbia  at  the  time  of  bis 
election,  before  and  since ;  that  his  residence  here 
was  a  temporary  one ;  and  that,  at  the  close  of 
his  official  duties,  which  could  at  any  time  take 
place  at  his  own  will,  or  the  will  of  his  superior, 
ne  intended  to  return  to  his  abode  in  Massachu- 
setts ;  this,  sir,  is  the  evidence,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  than  wbom 
there  are  but  few  more  learned  jurists.    Bot,  sir, 
how  has  the  committee,  and  gentlemen  who  coia- 
cide  with  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  treated 
this  testimony  ?    Why,  sir,  I  must  say,  that  they 
have  used  such  parts  as  supported  their  opinion 
and  seem  to  have  proscribed  those  which  conflicted 
with  it.   This  to  me  is  an  unusual  mode  of  weighs 
ing  testimony,  even  jn  courts  of  civil  or  criminal 
jurisdiction,  where  testimony  is  received  nndei 
the  most  rigid  rule.    This  course  is  inadmissible 
in  all  statements  touching  the  same  matter ;  th< 
whole  made  must  be  received,  or  the  whole  re 
jected ;  the  reason  of  this  rule  is  obvious;  for,  i 
such  parts  are  credited  as  lead  to  a  certain  con 
elusion,  and  the  remainder  rejected,  what  reas^ 
exists  for  crediting  that  which  is  retained?    m 
here  it  is  related  that  many  of  these  facte  al 
from  the  confession  of  the  individual  interestd 
Sir,  I  have  been  under  the  impression  that  tl 
confessions  of  individuals,  when  made  withoi 
motive,  were  entitled  to  weight  erea  in  courl 
though  such  confessions  were  to  the  benefit  of  ti 
IMirty.    It  is  universally  admitted  that  the  intti 
tion  or  design  with  wnich  any  act  is  performt 
gives  the  character  to  the  act;  for  ail  acts  of  a] 
shape  or  character,  in  any  performance,  are  i 
signed  by  the  God  of  our  nature,  aad  so  secu^ 
bv  the  regulations  of  society  to  express  and  i 
Clare  the  intention  of  the  person  ot  persons  doi 
them. 

Can  we  suppose,  for  a  moment,  sir,  that  S 
Bailey  was  actuated  by  motive  in  UDifonnlv  i 
claimmg  this  District  as  his  home  and  declari 
his  intention  to  return?  Did  he  anticipate  t 
event  that  made  him  firm  to  his  purpose  in  inl 
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cingall  aboat  him  to  believe  that  he  considered 
MAssacliasetts  his  residence  ?    Was  it  with  the 
same  spirit  aod  design  that  he  disclaimed  the  ex- 
efcise  of  privileges  within  this  District?    Nay, 
sir,  was  it  for  this  purpose  that  his  fortune,  his 
estate,  (a  law  library  if  you  please,)  was  studi- 
ously kept  at  the  place  that  he  called  his  domicil  ? 
Sir,  if  these  things  can  be  believed,  they  are  of 
jare  occurrence  indeed,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  whether 
10  admire  the  stability  and  firmness  of  character 
displayed  in  pursuing  his  fixed  purpose,  or  to  con- 
lioae  his  hypocrisy  and  plans  of  dissimulation  in 
ordfr  to  accomplish  an  illegal,  unconstitutional, 
and  unworthy  act.    Sir,  I  must  discard  this  view 
of  the  subject ;  it  is  unreasonable ;  it  is  against 
eoiDXDon  sense ;  and  I  am  forced  to  believe  that 
Mr.  Bailey  did  not  consider  this  District  his  home; 
that  his  uniform  declaration  of  his  design  to  return 
was  without  motive,  and  that  Massachusetts  was 
his  domicil :  but  the  circumstance  of  his  library 
beiog  at  biff  home,  is  treated  with  levity.    I  sup- 
pose, because  it  is  not  valued  as  a  cotton  or  sugar 
plaotation.    Sir,  principle  is  not  to  be  established 
by  dollars  and  cents.    If  in  the  latter  case  the 
property  identified  the  home,  with  as  mtich  cor- 
/ectoess  will  it  in  the  former.    These,  then,  are 
ihe  circumstances.     Do  they  destroy  the  presump- 
uon  in  favor  of  the  legality  or  constitutionality  of 
Mr.  Bailey's  election,  as  it  is  duly  certified  to  us  1 
For  my  {art,  I  think  not ;  although  they  show  a 
residence  out  of  the  State,  they  also  show  that 
that  residence  waa  temporary,  and  that  his  perma- 
neot  habitation  was  in  Massachusetts.    We  must 
believe  that  Mr.  Bailey  did  intend  to  return ;  if  so, 
we  most  believe  that  his  absence  was  intended  to 
be  temporary,  and  this  does  not  destroy  the  right 
of  inhabitancy.     Aeainst  the  loss  of  privilege  in 
(bis  way,  many  of  the  States  have  made  express 
proTisbns ;  in  others  I  consider  it  provided  for  by 
ihe  spirit  of  our  Grovemment,  derived  from  inter- 
aatiopai  law ;  and,  sir.  that  such  is  the  spirit  and 
practice  of  the  Federal  Government  no  one  hesi- 
utes  to  admit.     Sir,  it  is  under  this  principle,  that 
our  commanications  with  foreign  Governments 
are  coodocted;  bat  this  case  is  different.    Gen- 
^meo  tell  os  we  must  adhere  to  the  literal  defi- 
BitiDQ  of  the  term  inhabit,  that  it  is,  to  use  the 
phrase  grown  trite  by  repetition,  "  locality  of  ex- 
l^ifaee.^    Sir,  we  do  not  in  every  case,  nav  we  do 
^t  ia  few,  confine  ourselves  to  the  literal  defini- 
tioo  of  terms ;  we  are  constantly,  nay,  often,  by 
iiWj  firing  constructive  definitions  to  terms  that 
tre  iQ  loaDjr  instances  in  direct  opposition  to  their 
literal  definitions.     Sir,  it  is  upon  this  principle 
that  a  man  in  Europe  is  in  Louisiana,  or  South 
^rolina  j  that  a  man  in  Great  Britain  is  in 
f^eaasylrania.     This^  sir,  for  wise  purposes,  arises 
frcm  constructive  definition  of  terms,  which  con- 
itractire  definition  is  sanctioned  by  law.    If,  then, 
ibere  is  no  legal  constructive  definition  in  this 
^^  by  positive  enactment,  I  do  say  that  a  rational 
eoostructive  definition,  if  not  within  the  letter,  but 
*HbiQ  the  spirit  of  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
^^  when  not  in  contravention  to  existing  law, 
slaw;  and  that,  if  eFer  literal  definition  is  devj- 
^  from,  we  are  justified  in  deviating  when  sup- 


ported by  reason  and  not  prohibited  by  law,  in 
order  to  support  and  give  effect  to  the  free  exercise 
of  the  sovereign  power,  the  will  of  the  people. 

But  we  are  told  that  in  this  case  we  must  adhere 
to  the  letter ;  that,  althouffh  in  otber  instances  it 
is  not  expedient  to  do  so,  that  in  this  we  must.  It 
is  even  admitted  that  the  Heads  of  our  Depart- 
ments claim  their  domicils  or  inhabitancy  in  the 
States  from  which  they  were  appointed ;  and  that 
their  residence  within  this  District  does  not  deprive 
them  of  any  of  the  privileges  they  possessed  in 
their  respective  States,  and  that  the  authority  from 
which  this  is  derived  is  as  positive  as  if  prescribed 
by  statute  or  ingrafted  in  your  Constitution.  Sir, 
it  this  is  admitted,  the  question  is  decided :  for  the 
Chief  Clerk  in  the  State  Department  is  an  officer 
of  Grovemment,  so.  made  by  law,  and  the  same 
principle  that  sustpins  the  one  case  will  hold  good 
m  the  other.  I  need  not  make  reference  to  author- 
ity to  support  this  position,  this  having  already 
been  done  with  great  energy  and  ability  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Bbsnt.) 

Affain,  one  honorable  gentleman  (from  New 
York,  I  believe,)  has  said,  that  Mr.  Bailey  was 
not  eligibly,  because,  if  this  District  was  entided 
to  a  delegate,  or  representation  upon  this  fioor, 
that  Mr.  Bailey  could  be  that  delegate  or  repre- 
resentative.  Sir,  this  does  not,  cannot,  apply, 
with  any  force,  in  this  case.  Your  District,  sir, 
is  subject  to  the  immediate  control  of,  and  its  mu* 
nicipal  regulations  are  prescribed  by,  the  Coneres^ 
of  the  United  States ;  and,  if  it  was  provided,  by 
law,  that  such  delegate  should  be  an  inhabitant 
of  Massachusetts,  then,  Mr.  Bailey  could  make 
his  election,  whether  to  represent  a  district  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, or  the  District  of  Columbia,  if  chosen 
to  do  both.  It  is  unneeesary  to  make  any  other 
reply  to  this  kind  of  argument.  But  the  House 
will  pardon  me  while  I  notice  another  remark 
made  by  that  honorable  gentleman.  Sir,  he  says, 
we  cannot  be  too  cautious  in  examining  the  qual- 
ifications of  the  members  of  this  body.  In  this,  I 
do  most  heartly  concur  with  that  gentleman. 
Yes,  sir,  the  purity  of  all  of  our  institutions,  of 
every  'department  of  our  Grovernment,  depends 
upon  the  purityr  of  the  legislative  department.  He 
brings  to  our  view  the  corruption  ol  other  govern- 
ments— '^  tells  of  placemen,  corrupt  ministry,  and 
seats  in  Parliament  from  rotton  boroughs."  Sir, 
these  are  remarks,  though,  to  my  mind,  entirely 
unconnected  with,  and  by  no  possibility  can  have 
any  bearing  on  the  case  on  which  we  are  now 
deliberating,  that  I  do  not  object  to  hear.  Their 
frequent  repetition  keeps  fresh  in  our  remem- 
brance the  cause  of  our  being  a  free  people.  They 
bring  forcibly  to  the  observation  and  attention  of 
this  age,  of  this  generation,  that  which  our  fore- 
fathers saw,  that  which  they  felt,  ai^d  that  which 
they  resisted.  Yes,  sir,  wherever  there  is  corrup- 
tion, liberty  is  in  danger,  and  the  first  and  smallest 
appearance  of  its  approach,  under  any  shape  or 
di4;uise,  to  any  department  of  this  Government, 
should  be  scouted,  should  be  held  up  to  the  world 
and  our  posterity  as  a  beacon  to  guard  theoi 
against  danger.  But,  sir,  while  we  fear  and  de- 
test corruption  on  the  one  hand,  let  us  beware  le^t 
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our  anxiety  to  avoid  it  should  lead  us  into  error-— 
let  OS  beware^  lest,  while  we  endeavor  to  provide 
against  tliis,  in  the  Cabinet,  we  become  ourselves 
the  usurpers.  Let  us,  when  we  provide  against 
placemen  and  members  of  Parliament  from  rotten 
boroughs,  beware,  lest  we  usurp  th\e  elective  fran- 
chise, the  only  sure  basis  of  the  people's  liberty. 
Sir,  if,  in  this,  we  are  to  exercise  unlimited  power 
and  control — if  we  can  limit  and  restrain  the  peo- 
ple, in  the  free  exercise  of  their  own  free  will,  in 
choosing  those  who  are  to  rule,  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  placemen,  created  by  us,  will 
dictate  to  the  American  people,  and  we  ourselves 
be  the  members  of  rotten  boroughs,  and  the  cor- 
rupt Ministry  that  we  now  so  much  dej>recate  and 
carefully  provide  against. 

Sir,  gentlemen  apprehend  danger  from  Cabinet 
patronage,  in  securing  seats  in  Congress  from  cor- 
rupt sources.  To  me,  sir,  there  does  appear  to  be 
as  much  danger  to  be  apprehended,  if  public  ser- 
Tice  is  to  destroy  Constitutional  disqualifications, 
from  Cabinet  patronage,  in  putting  down  opposi- 
tion to  a  favorite  asking  for  a  seat  in  Congress, 
hf  holding  out  and  proSerini;  the  lure  of  office. 
Sir,  there  is  as  much  danger  in  the  on^  case,  as  in 
the  other ;  and  that  which  b  to  come  from  the 
free  exercise  of  the  will  of  the  people,  is  infinitel  v 
the  least  to  be  apprehended.  Gentlemen  should, 
when  they  contemplate  on  the  practices  of  other 
Qovernments,  by  which  freedom  and  liberty  are 
lessened  by  a  Cabinet  and  Ministry,  view  the  other 
side  of  the  picture,  and  remember  that  even  a  Par- 
liament has  been  arrayed  against  the  people,  and 
that,  from  this  source,  libertv  received  a  wound 
that  time  cannot  heal.  Can  this  be  a  cause  of  an 
American  Parliament  being  against  the  people, 
and  endeavoring^  to  restrain  them  in  the  exercise  of 
those  Constitutional  privileges  reserved  to  them- 
eelves  ?  Sir,  it  may  lead  to  this.  Yes,  the  free- 
dom enjoyed  by  the  people  of  this  Grovernment, 
in  the  exercise  of  their  elective  franchise,  is  the 
palladium  of  our  liberty.  Weaken  this,  and  you 
destroy  the  distinction  that  exists  between  the 
principles  of  our  Grovernment  and  those  in  which 
the  sovereign  power  is  in  a  King  and  Ministry, 
and  the  people  but  their  minions.  These  are  pic* 
tares  drawn  by  the  imagination  of  gentlemen ; 
but,  sir,  they  may  be  realized.  Let  us,  therefore, 
choose  rather  to  rely  upon  the  virtue  and  intel- 
ligence of  the  American  people  to  preserve  the  puri- 
ty of  tiie  principles  of  our  Government,  rather  than 
by  restraining  them  by  parliamentary  acts.  Our 
liberty  is  safe  in  their  hands ;  change  its  guardian, 
and  it  is  lost  forever. 

I  thank  the  House  for  Its  indulgence;  but  I 
must  be  pardoned  for  saving,  that  the  more  I  re- 
flect upon  this  subject,  the  more  I  am  contented 
to  vote  with  the  minority.  Therefore,  the  "  anir 
9M8  rtverUndi^^  the  avoiding  of  District  privileges, 
his  estate  being  in  Massachusetts,  his  residence 
here  being  only  temporary,  and  permanent  inhab- 
itation being,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  the  people's  electing  him,  constrain 
kne  to  say,  that  Mr.  Bailey  is  entitled  to  his  seat. 

When  Mr.  Owen  took  his  seat — 

Mr.  FoHSYTH  replied  to  Mr.  STOttBs,  (on  a 


point  in  which  he  was  personally  involved,)  ao^ 
gave  notice,  that,  as  soon  as  the  present  questioi 
should  be  decided,  he  should  move  that  the  Com 
mittee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  cod 
sideration  of  the  question  of  his  right  to  his  seat. 

Mr.  Fuller  farther  explained  the  grounds  bi 
had  formerly  taken. 

Mr.  Sloane,  chairman  of  the  Committee  o 
Elections,  made  some  reoiarks  in  explanation  o 
certain  facts ;  to  which  Mr.  Bailet  replied. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  that,  in  order  to  afford  tb 
sitting  member  an  opportunity  of  adducing  fui 
ther  testimony,  the  report  be  recommitted.  Th 
question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  ne^ 
ative. 

Mr.  Cook  then  called  for  the  reading  of  certai 
papers. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  adjourn.  It  was  lo^ 
Ayes  76j  noes  99. 

The  papers  were  then  read. 

Mr.  Breck  spoke  to  the  general  question,  a^ 
in  favor  of  the  disputed  right  of  Mr.  Bailet. 

Mr.  Bailet  stated  some  facts  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  (a  member  i 
tlie  Committee  of  Elections,)  spoke  in  favor  of  tl 
report,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bailey,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  should  not  have  said  a  word  i 
this  subject,  but  for  a  remark  which  has  just  fall^ 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  reitc 
ating  a  charge  of  inconsistency  upon  the  Co( 
mittee  of  Elections,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  i 
imputation  which,  if  to  be  made  any  where,  shoii 
have  been  made,  not  asainst  the  committee  %^\ 
ally,  but  against  myself.  The  gentleman  must  I 
collect,  as  I  have  already  stat«l,  in  the  coarse 
this  debate,  by  way  of  explanation,  for  the  purp^ 
of  exculpating  the  committee  from  this  charj 
that  he  derivra  this  idea  of  inconsistency  froii 
conversation  with  me  in  the  committee  room. 
which  he  misht  have  conceived  it  to  have  b< 
my  opinion,  tnat  the  qno  animo^  or  the  feeling 
the  mind,  was  the  pivot  on  which  this  questi 
turns.  He  must,  however,  recollect,  that,  sul{ 
quently,  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  this  prin 
pie  was  not  applicable  to  his  case,  but  rather' 
the  political  right  of  citizenship,  or  allegiaii 
But,  sir,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  suppose  tbi 
should  admit  that  this  is  the  principle  upon  wh 
the  question  rests,  cat  hmio^  what  good  will  it  do 
ffenUeman  ?  If  he  assumes  the  principle,  be  ol 
follow  it  out,  whithersoever  it  may  lead ;  and  i| 
does  so,  he  becomes  y^  de  m — he  cuts  his  i 
throat.  It  is  a  bad  rule  that  will  not  work  ' 
ways ;  and  how  is  the  feeling  of  the  mind  t 
known  ?  It  can  onljr  be  known  by  external 
cumstances ;  and,  unfortunately  for  the  gentled 
all  these,  (and  some  of  them  most  stubborn  fa^ 
are  against  him :  the  evidence  is  all  against  I 
Sir,  it  only  comes  to  this,  that  the  gentleman  i 
have  had,  at  different  times,  a  vague  notion  o| 
turning  to  Massachusetts,  but  did  not  return; 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  ne  had  much  more  | 
stantly  and  effectually,  an  intention  of  remain 
and  did  remain  a  resident  for  six  or  seven  y 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  prosecuting  bis  I 
interests,  at  his  own  will ;  or,  as  gentlemen  i 
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fiedof  leciiiiical  phrtseology,  he  had  the  awmua 
mBiiaH,  but,  Qofortaoately,  he  had  a  much  strong- 
«r  msaa  manemUy  which  proved  victortoas,  and 
bpt  Jum  from  return ing,  which,  had  he  done,  he 
W99id  htTe  aroided  his  present  difficulty.  But, 
sir,  what  has  all  this  trumpery  about  the  qfio  ani- 
f  A  the  mmug  mertmdi  vd  manendi,  about  Vatte), 
isd  Poflefidorfi;  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  to  do 
nn  this  plain  question  of  Constitutional  law  and 
rkt?  Jast  about  as  much  as  we  have  with  the 
im  io  ihe  mooo. 

GaLemen  aeem  to  have  fallen  into  some  strange 
liliieiAation  od  this  subjecL  In  maintaining  their 
kaihe,  thej  anderuke  to  subvert  a  plain  and 
^<eiure  requisition  of  the  fundamental  statute 
d  ISA  land,  by  applying  to  it,  constructively,  the 
{raeiples  of  t&e  common  law  of  nations.  8  uppose, 
^t  a  some  of  the  State  courts,  any  lawyer,  in  a 
Ha  case  of  law  and  fact,  a  case  where  a  statute 
^fuei  explicitly  to  some  crime,  a  case  in  which 
■xeridenee  was  completely  made  out,  and  the 
ai tad  die  fact  in  entire  unison— *what  would  be 
I'lfiit,  io  such  a  case,  of  any  lawyer  who  should 
i^pt  to  oferthrow,  by  applying  to  it  the  prin- 
•'iii  of  the  British  common  law,  from  Blaek- 
^«K.  or  bf  preaching  a  politico-moral  homily 
^  Paiey  and  Beecaria  7  And  yet  it  would  be 
•>  &^  with  what  is  now  attempted. 
^'  S^er:  I  have  prescribed  to  myself  a 
TgfT  piia  tad  simple  method  of  construing  this 
tastrefiflt  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  the  Consti- 
-009  er  the  United  States— a  method  which,  if 
^^  with  a  view  aolely  to  the  truth,  will  gen- 
^>  he  r^ht.  It  is,  to  tahe  the  plain  vernacular 
mm^  oi*  the  wprds  in  which  any  subject  is 
e^kd,  aod  endeavor,  in  their  plain  sense,  to 
^  vtat  was  the  intention  of  its  Iramers.  Ilav- 
^'^the  best  of  my  judgment,  done  this,  I  ad- 
l^to  that  interpretation,  without  attempting  to 
'^crtwist  it  10  answer,  by  a  strained  construe- 
^  ttj  other  porpose— which,  were  I  to  do,  I 
^  be  guilty  of  treason  against  my  under* 
^^  anid  my  moral  sense.  I  have  applied 
^  nile  lo  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which 
^i  -that  no  peraoa  shall  be  a  Representative, 
^ihali  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty- 
T^Fms,  and  been  seven  years  acitizen  of  the 
^•^  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected. 
^tiiohabitant  of  that  State  in  which  he  shall 
tttHaa."  From  which,  it  appears  to  me,  that 
^^aoKrs  of  the  Constitution  meant  to  exclude 
^  coders  of  persons  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
*^m  as  members— .persons  who  are  not  citi- 
>^cf  tbe  United  States,  and  citizens  who  are 
^^  Bon-fcsidents  of  the  Sutes  in  which  they 
*«ircted.  So  that  the  Constitution  demands, 
Hi^ny  words,  that,  to  be  a  Representative,  it 
11^  eaif  neceasary  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
l^bat,  ui  addition  to  this,  a  person  to  become 
^^\  lire  among  those  who  are  to  become  his 
^Steals; evidently  drawinga  plain  and  marked 
^^'distinction  between  citizenship  and  inbabi* 
*^  1  do  not  believe  it  ever  entered  into  the 
^pltticHi  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
^Umisters  and. Consuls  resident  in  foreign 
^^or  heads  of  Departments,  or  their  clerks, 


residiiig  in  this  District,  or  any  other  persons, 
living  in  any  of  the  Territories  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  were  proper  persons  for  selection 
as  members  of  this  House.  Ministers  resident,  by 
the  very  force  of  the  term,  and  the  nature  of  the 
office,  includes  the  idea  of  inhabitance,  pro  hoc 
vice.  But  a  man  may  cease  to  be  an  inhabitant 
of  one  place  or  country,  without  having  a  fixed 
or  permanent  residence  anywhere.  A  man  leav- 
ing this  country  and  travelling  thirty  or  forty 
years  over  Europe,  Asia^  and  Africa,  could  hardly 
be  said  to  be  an  inhabitant,  all  this  time,  of  the 
United  States.  I  should  like  to  know  by  what 
sort  of  hocus  poeos,  Ministers  and  Consuls  re- 
aiding  habitually  at  foreign  Courts  and  mercantile 
places,  in  foreign  countries,  ot  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments, and  their  clerks,  residing  for  a  series  of 
years  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  surrounded  with 
all  the  means  and  appliances  of  domestic  enjoy- 
ment, having  their  wives  and  children^  being 
housekeepers,  in  possession  of  wealth,  and  all  the 
comforts  of  life,  can  be  all  this  time  living  in 
Georgia  or  Massachusetts,  or  any  other  State  in 
the  Union  7 

Gentlemen  fall  into  this  error  by  confounding 
the  abstract  political  right  of  citizenship  with  the 
act  of  inhabitance  which  the  Constitution  re- 
quires; but,  sir,  I  consider  them  doubly  disquali- 
fied from  becoming  members  of  this  House,  by 
habitual  residence  out  of  the  State  for  which  they 
were^  or  mi^ht  be,  elected,  (I  know  of  no  better 
dejfinuion  oTinhabitance  than  habitual  residence-, 
1  would  thanjc  any  gentleman  for  a  better,)  and 
office-holding  under  the  United  States,  which,  so 
long  as  they  continue  to  do,  is  a  disqualification 
in  the  face  of  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which 
requires  that  "  no  person  holding  any  office  under 
the  United  States  shall  be  a  member  of  either 
House  during  his  continuance  in  office''^-«howing 
clearly  an  intention  to  keep  distinct  and  iramisci* 
Ue  the  executive  and  legislative  functioQs  of  the 
Government ;  and,  sir,  to  return  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  his  seat  ought  to  be  vacated  upon  thisimuna, 
if  he  labored  under  no  other  disability.  I  know 
the  decision  in  the  case  of  Herrick  and  -others, 
has  been  quoted  as  bearing  analogy  to  this  part  of 
the  case  under  consideration,  but  1  never  take,  as 
a  precedent  to  follow,  that  which  I  believe  is  not 
founded  in  truth  and  principle.  I  think  that  de- 
cision was  wrong,  and  was  so  decided  only  be- 
cause a  number  of  persons  voted  in  a  case  that 
tried  their  own,  which,  had  they  been  prevented 
from  doing,  as  they  ought  to  have  been,  the  de- 
cision would  have  been  against  them,  what  are 
the  facts  in  the  case  now  before  us?  Why,  that 
the  election  took  place  on  the  8th  of  September, 
1823,  at  which  time  he  held  an  office  under  the 
United  States,  though  the  Congresji  for  which  he 
was  elected  eommenced  the  4th  of  March  previous, 
and  he  still  held  the  office  until  the  23d  of  Octo- 
ber thereafter.  Sir,  I  had  always  thought  that 
the  people  made  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, taking  care,  however,  to  make  them  of 
such  materials  as  were  not  obnoxious  to  the  Coii- 
stitulibn,  which  is  specific  in  prescribing  the  quali- 
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ficatioos.  But,  accozding  to  the  decision  in  the 
case  of  Herrick  and  others,  and  agreeably  to  the 
opinion  of  some,  perhaps,  in  this  case,  it  may  be 
considered  that  the  Speaker  makes  them  by  the 
administration  of  the  oath  to  support  the  Consti* 
tutipn,  or,  perhaps,  that  the  Governor  of  a  State 
may  do  it  by  his  certificate,  which,  however,  is 
only  a  kind  of  pass,  the  evidence  of  his  election, 
to  be  presented  to  this  House.  Bat  I  am  still  of 
opinion  that  the  people  make  members  of  Con- 
gress,  at  least  for  this  branch,  but  they  mast  do  it 
agreeably  to  law,  otherwise  the  act  is  void. 

I  will  forbear  to  remark  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  in  the  case  or  the  gentle- 
man  from  Georgia,  as  it  is  not  now  a  subject  of 
discussion,  (and  is  one  which  has  been  hooked  to 
this,  I  will  not  say  with  what  propriety,)  farther 
than  to  say  that  I  do  not  entirely  concur  with  the 
committee  in  that  report. 

A  motion  was  now  (about  4  o'clock)  made  to 
adjourn ;  lost — ayes  80,  noes  95. 

Mr.  McDoFFiE  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

"  That  it  is  th«  opinion  of  this  Hoase  that  John 
Bailey  came  to  the  city  of  Washington  in  the  year 
1817,  with  the  intention  of  returning  to  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  that  the  said  intention  has  con- 
tinued to  the  time  of  his  election  to  this  House. 

*<  Retohed,  iher%fort,  That  he  is  entitled  to  his  seat 
in  this  House." 

Mr.  Archer  moved  to  adjourn;  but  the  motion 
was  lost — ayes  80,  noes  100. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  agreed  to 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Taylor  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  S[x>ANE  called  for  the  previous  qoestion, 
which  call  the  House  sustained — ayes  93,  noes  78. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  adjourn,  and 
called  for  the*  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 
The  House  refused  to  take  it  by  yeas  and  nays ; 
and  the  question  being  taken,  the  Jloase  refused 
to  adjourn — ayes  41,  noes  124. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  (the  previous 
question  having  precluded  ail  debate  as  well  as 
amendment,)  ana  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allison,  Archer,  Baylies,  P. 
P.  Barbour^  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Beecher,  Blair, 
Bradley,  Brown*  Bachanan,  Burton,  Cady,  Cambra* 
leng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Gary,  Cassedyi  CJark,  Condict,  Connar,  Craig,  Cut- 
peper,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Ellis,  Floyd,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Frost, 
Garrison,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harris, 
Hayden,  Hayward,  Henry,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe, 
Hooks,  Houstou,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  F.  Johnson,  Kent, 
Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Long, 
McCoy,  McKee,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Ohio,  Mangaro,  Markley,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Miller, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Neale,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Richards,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Saunders,  Sandford,  Sloane,' Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  Spsigbt,  Standefer,  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson, 


J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Swan,  Tea 
Eyck.  Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tod,  Tracy,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Sooth  Caroliot, 
Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of 
Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Wayne,  Webster, 
Whitman.  WhitUesey,  White,  Wicklifle,  WiUianu 
of  New  York,  WUUams  of  Virginia,  WiUiamB  of 
North  Carolina,  Jamea  Wilaon,  Henry  Wilton,  Wil* 
son  of  South  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Woods,  tod 
Wright— 125. 

Nat8 — Messrs.  Breck,  Buck,  Bnckner,  Barleigh, 
Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts,  Crowninshield,  Coskman,  Durfee, 
Farrelly,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Poller,  GaxUj, 
Herrick,  Hobart,  Jennings,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Kidder, 
Kremer,  Lawrence,  Little,  Livermore,  Locke,  Long- 
fellow, McKean,  McKira,  Mallary,  Martiodale,  Mat- 
son,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Piumer  of  Nev 
Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Rites, 
Rose,  Sharpe,  Sibley.  William  Smith,  Strong,  Taylor, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  TomUnoon,  Vintoif  Whipple, 
and  Wood--55. 

So  it  Was  resolved  that  John  Bailey  is  not  en- 
titled to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

[Pendinjf  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  when 
the  vote  of  Mr.  McDuffib  was  called  for,  he  rose 
and  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  and  gave 
as  a  reason,  "that  he  wished  those  who  should 
come  after  him  into  this  House,  to  understaod 
the  grounds  upon  which  his  vote  rested,  for  which 
purpose  he  offered  an  amendment,  and  which  bad 
been  put  aside,  without  a  division,  by  the  prerioos 
question."] 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Com' 
mittee  of  Elections,  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Forbtthj 
and  it  was  laid  on  the  table :  and  then  the  Hoos< 
adjourned. 


Friday,  March  19. 

Mr.  McLamb,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commil 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  the  subject  wa 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  authorise  the  Secretar 
of  the  Treasury  to  exchange  a  stock  bearing  a 
interest  of  five  per  cent,  for  certain  stocks  hed 
ing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent. ;  which  was  Tti 
twictf,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  il 
whole  House  to  whioh  is  committed  the  bill  I 
authorize  the  creation  of  a  stock,  to  an  amoul 
not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  profii 
for  the  awards  of  the  commissioners,  under  i 
Treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  22d  of  February,  ISJ 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  i 
same  committee,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
Frederick  Perley,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  I 
relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed i 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  J 
dietary,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  by  r^ 
lution,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holdi 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  i 
trict  of  Illinois ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
d^red  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
morrow. 

Mr.  Scott,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pul 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
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Senate,  eotitled  '*An  act  for  the  final  adjof  tmeot 
ofiaod  claims  in  the  State  of  Missoari,  and  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,  derived  from  the  Governments 
of  France  and  Spain,"  reported  the  same  with 
ameodments ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Jonn  B.  Hogan^  approved  the  3d 
March,  1823;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lathrop, 

Raohed,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  re- 
qoested  to  inform  the  Executive  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  that  the  seat  of  John 
Bailey.  £lsq.,  returned  as  a  Representative  from 
that  State,  is  vacated  by  a  decisiod  of  this  Hou;se. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Arcber, 

Raolved^  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Bxecntive  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia  that  the  seat  of  William  Lee 
Ball,  Esq.,  returned  as  a  Representative  from  that 
Sate,  is  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Ball. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barber,  of  Connecticut,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed 
to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  an  ap- 
propriation for  completing  and  repairing  Fort 
Ori&wold,  ia  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  bills  of  the  following 
tities,  riz:  An  act  to  provide  for  the  security  of 
public  money  in  the  hands  of  clerks  of  courts,  at- 
torneys, and  marshals,  and  their  deputies ;  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapelye,  and  Bennett,  and 
Petrajr  and  Viel ;  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
White;  and  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Smith, 
of  Maine;  in  which  bills  the  Senate  ask  the  con- 1 
corrence  of  this  House. 

EFFECT  OF  THE  TARIFF,  Ac. 

Mr.  Var  REN8SB1.AER,  from  the  Committee  on 
AgricQltore,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  if  an 
iocreaae  of  the  dutjr  now  established  by  law,  on 
toy  article  of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture, 
▼ill  be  for  the  interest  oi  the  agriculturist,  and  if 
there  be  any  sach  article  to  name  the  same,  to^ 
te  with  toe  additional  amount  of  dutjr  which 
tbey  4eem  beneficial  to  the  a^icultural  interest, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  report  b  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Agriculture,  to  whom  was  re- 
^nrd  the  reiolotion  of  the  Hoase  of  Representatives, 
iottrueting  them  to  inqnire  if  an  increase  of  the  duty 
Bov  ntsMished  by  Uw,  on  any  article  of  foreign 
fnmth  or  manofiicture,  will  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
*?rieoltQri«t,  and  if  there  be  any  rach  article,  to  name 
tbe  itoe,  together  with  the  additional  amount  of  the 
^Mj  which  thay  deem  beneficial  to  the  agricultural 
Btereit,  mpectfolly  submit  the  following  report : 

Tbtt,  in  the  apprehension  of  your  committee,  wha^ 
**tt  increases  the  consumption  of  its  products,  wh»> 
''^er  ti  home  or  abroad,  necessarily  advances  the  in- 
I'i'nt  of  t gricQltnre.  He  who  cultivates  the  soil,  looks 
^aod  the  supply  otf  his  own  wants  for  the  promts  of 

I8th  Com.  IsC  SESSr— 59 


bis  labor.  He  looks  to  a  market  for  the  surplus  pro- 
ducts of  his  industry.  The  home  msrket,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  is  at  sll  times  to  be  preferred  to 
the  foreign  market,  when  the  reward  of  agricultural 
pursuits  is  equal — the  former  is  less  precarious  than 
the  latter;  it  is,  also,  more  permanent  and  certain, 
and  above  the  reach  of  restraining  and  prohibitory 
duties  of  foreign  hostility ;  snd  when  the  home  mar- 
ket can  be  increased  in  its  demands,  without  dimin- 
ishing  in  a  greater  degree  the  foreign  consumption,  it 
would  seem  wise  and  prudent  to  promote  its  exten- 
sion by  every  rstional  means  within  the  sphere  of 
legislation. 

Tour  committee  consider  the  increase  of  duties  on 
many  foreign  articles  now  imported  into  the  United 
States,  would  promote  the  agricultural  prosperity  of 
the  nation.     A  portion  of  population  engaged  in  man- 
ufactures would  necessarily  depend  on  the  farmer  for 
subsistence,  and  create  a  more  perfect  and  profitable 
division  of  labor  than  now  exists.     A  new  market 
would  be  opened,  snd  a  new  demand  created,  for  all 
the  raw  materials  which  new  manufactures  would 
consume.    It  cannot  be  dented,  that,  if  all  the  manu- 
factured articles  now  consumed  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States  were  msnofactored  within  the  bounds 
of  our  country,  from  the  rsw  material  furnished  by 
ourselves,  the  vslue  of  our  lands  would  be  increased, 
and  the  profits  of  sgricnitural  labor  considerably  aug- 
mented.    Demand  and   consumption   would   be  £- 
rectly  extended — a  great  extent  of  soil  now  devoted 
to  the  growing  of  products  that  afford  no  sufficient 
stimulus  to  coltivstion.    The  soil  snd  climate  of  the 
United  States  are  capable  of  producing  the  various 
articles  necesssry  for  such  manufacturing  establish- 
ments as  will  most  naturally^ flourish  in  this  country, 
snd  of  such  as  would  inevitably  be  consumed,  pro- 
vided manufacturing  labor  should  be  extended.    By  a 
comprehensive  and  rigorous  system  of  policy,  calcu- 
lated to  unfold  our  sgrieultursl  resources,  a  spirit  of 
emulation  and  indnstry  would  be  diffused  over  the 
land ;  a  vast  and  active  system  of  internal  exchange 
would  rise  up ;  the  expense  of  transportation  in  heavy 
articles  would  be,  in  a  great  measure,  saved ;  and,  in 
fiict,  that  which  should  be  ardently  wished  for,  in 
every  agricultural  country,  a  home  market,  would  ap- 
pear ;  this,  too,  would  prove  a  market  at  once  various, 
in  point  of  demand,  but  sure,  steady,  and  unchanging. 
The  policy,  the  caprice,  the  selfishness,  and  the  hos- 
tility of  other  nstions  eould  not  affect  it.    On  this 
point,  therefore,  the  committee  cannot  entertain  any 
doubt.    The  extension  of  domestic  manufactures,  de» 
pending  on  the  production  of  such  rsw  materials  as 
can  be  found  in  this  country,  must  increase  the  de- 
mand and  consumption  of  those  materials,  and  of 
course  secure  a  new  and  ready  market. 

As  to  the  srttcles  of  foreign  growth,  to  which  an 
increase  of  duty  should  apply,  in  order  to  promote  the 
prosperity  of  our  agriculture,  the  committee  need  only 
remark,  &at,  if  the  principles  which  they  advance  be 
sound,  this  duty  should  embrace  every  raw  material 
found  or  procured  with  ease  and  cheapness,  snd  in 
abundance  in  the  United  States.  The  committee  have 
confined  themselves  to  the  home  market,  in  the  brief 
vrew  which  they  have  presented.  The  question  how 
far  the  increase  of  this  home  msrket,  by  an  increase  of 
duty  on  foreign  articles,  would  a£bct  the  demand  of 
our  agricultural  products  abroad,  leads  to  a  new  train 
of  considerstions.  The  first  inquiry  which  nstursUy 
occurs  on  this  point  is,  what  are  the  inducements  with 
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foreign  nationt  to  parchftae  the  productionf  of  oar  eoill 
what  their  motives  1  what  the  moring  caueee  of  the 
market  which  they  eitend  ?  la  their  policy  founded 
on  &vor,  reciprocity,  self-interest,  or  necessity  ?  On 
this  subject*  there  is  Uttie  ground  for  difference  of 
opinion.  Foreign  nations  act  not  for  as,  but  for  them- 
selves. Favor,  and  even  reciprocity,  form  no  basis  for 
their  measures  towards  us  beyond  the  compass  of  bare 
expediency.  .  They  will  consume  our  raw  materials 
when  they  cannot  do  better ;  when  they  can,  they  will 
not  consume  them.  When  the  conaumption  of  our 
agricultural  products  comes  in  contact  with  any  prin* 
ciple  of  political  economy  applicable  to  their  own  con- 
dition, a  hostile  tariff  meets  us  at  their  shores.  Hence, 
the  foreign  market,  for  the  fruits  of  our  soil,  depends 
but  little  on  the  sale  which  foreign  manufactures  find 
in  this  country;  and,  whether  we  purchase  more  or 
less,  foreign  nations  will  graduate  their  policy  towards 
us,  by  a  standard  independent  of  any  general  system 
of  duties  which  we  may  adopt ;  at  least»  so  it  appears 
to  your  committee. 

&0W  long  would  Great  Britain  purchase  our  cotton 
if  her  own  colonies  could  supply  her  demands  1  How 
many  nations  would  consume  any  article  that  is  culti- 
vated by  the  American  agriculturist,  if  they  could  find 
their  demand  supplied  on  better  and  more  advantage* 
ous  conditions,  by  home  industry?  These  questions 
are  answered  by  their  proposition ;  it  is,  therefore,  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  foreign  market  for 
our  agricultual  products,  and  for  the  staple  articles  of 
our  exports,  in  the  shape  of  raw  materials,  will  not  be 
essentially  affected  by  any  increase  of  duty  on  those 
foreign  manufactures  which  are  composed  of  similar 
materials. 

As  to  the  amount  of  duty  which  should  be  imposed, 
it  must  always  depend  upon  a  variety  of  considers- 
tions,  which  need  not  be  detailed ;  it  should  be  suffi- 
cient to  secure  the  exclusive  and  constant  demand  of 
our  raw  materials,  and  to  sustain  the  American  man- 
ufacturer in  his  pursuits;  it  must  be  competent  to 
build  up  and  protect  those  manufacturing  establish- 
ments at  present  in  the  country,  and  which,  with  a 
reasonable  encouragement,  will  present  a  constant  de- 
mand for  those  raw  materials. 

In  fact,  as  to  the  articles  of  foreign  growth  or  man- 
ufacture, which  should  be  taxed  in  order  to  increase 
our  agricultunl  prosperity,  your  committee  would  re- 
fer, generally,  to  the  tariff  now  before  the  House. 
The  committee  do  not  perceive  the  necessity  of  select- 
ing any  articles,  or  of  imposing  any  duties,  beyond 
thoae  embraced  by  that  bill. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  again  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,}  on  the  bill 
for  aroendiog  the  acts  laying  duties  on  imports 

The  question  still  being  on  Mr.  McKim'b  mo- 
tion to  strike  oat  the  177th  line  of  the  bill,  <'  on 
tallow,  four  cents  {>er  pound'' — 

Mr.  Baylies  said  that  he  felt  somewhat  dis- 
couraged by  the  symptoms  of  hostility  which  had 
been  manifested,  in  some  quarters  of  the  House, 
to  the  object  of  the  memorialists  of  New  Bedford 
and  Nantucket.  As  he  had  the  honor  to  claim 
the  citizens  of  one  of  those  towns  as  constttoents, 
he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  offer  some  remarks 
touching  the  memorials  and  the  remonstrances, 
and,  he  Urnsted,  that,  although  four  great  cities 


had  combined  their  forces,  on  this  question,  tht 
the  interests  of  two  humble  and  obscure  viilag 
would  not  be  neglected,  if  he  could  make  it  a| 
pear  that  it  was  for  the  adrantage  of  the  nati( 
that  those  interests  should  be  protected. 

In  the  year  1819,  Russian  and  American  tallo 
was  quoted,  in  the  price  currents,  at  from  13 
15  cents.  Sperm  oil,  at  that  period,  (and  i 
some  time  previous,)  bad  been  sold  at  85  to  i 
cents  per  gallon.  Tallow  is  now  7  cents  | 
pound,  Summer  strained  oil  37  cents  per  gallc 
and  Winter  strained  oil  50  cents  per  gallon^ 
reduction  in  price  of  about  one-half. 

In  the  years  1820,  1821,  and  the  three  B 
quarters  of  1822,  there  were  imported  into  ( 
United  States  10,276,740  pounds  of  tallow — eqi 
to  364,890.  boxes  of  candles  of  30  pounds  each, 
to  the  product  of  219,533  head  of  cattle,  or 
1,372.091  gallons  of  oil,  which,  if  consumed 
the  United  States,  supposing  the  material  aires 
here  to  be  equal  to  the  necessary  consumpti 
would  prevent  the  consumption,  or  impede  i 
consumption  of  the  quantity  of  oil,  or  the  quant 
of  tallow,  which  he  had  named.  The  estim« 
of  the  memorialists  would  be  found,  upon  exs 
ination,  to  be  correct. 

There  were  also  imported  during  that  pel 
.321,821  pounds  of  tallow  candles. 

The  tallow-chandlers  say  that  the  imported 
low  is  not  used  for  the  purposes  of  light,  but  t 
it  is  made  into  soap  and  exported. 

If  this  assertion  be  admitted  to  be  true,  w 
follows  ?  Why,  that  the  tallow  of  the  coun 
which  otherwise  would  have  been  uaed  by 
soap-makers,  is  deprived  of  its  market  by  the 
portation  of  foreign  tallow ;  and  the  price  b< 
depressed,  and  no  sales  effected  to  profit,  is  eii 
worked  up  into  soap  in  household  manufact 
or  for  light,  as  the  substitute  of  oil. 

Again  it  is  said,  that  the  difficulties  in  thj 
market  arise  from  the  superabundance  of  the ' 
cle.  Why,  sir,  so  thejr  do ;  but  will  not  those 
ficulties  be  increased,  if  you  increase,  by  imp^ 
tion,  the  quantity  of  an  article  already  su| 
bundant  ? 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  cheapes»t  li^ht 
can  be  used  is  that  which  is  furnished  by 
hence  it  would  be  good  economv  in  the  farnii 
sell  his  tallow,  and  to  supply  himself  with 
his  tallow  would  then  be  brought  into  the  ma 
But  if  he  was  met  in  the  market  with  this 
digious  quantity  of  foreign  tallow,  it  is  a  I 
self-evident  that  the  home  tallow  would  b^ 
pressed,  and  a  heavy  loss  would  fall  upon 
farmer. 

If  the  foreign  tallow  was  orohibited,  dorr 
tallow,  near  a  market,  would  be  exchange! 
oil,  the  tallow  made  into  soap,  and  exp^ 
Some  candles  would  still  be  made  and 


p4 

The  farmer  would  receive  an  increased  pric 
his  tallow,  and  obtain  oil  at  a  price  afford  ins 
a  cheaper  light,  and  in  this  manner  he  woul 
rive  an  advantage  from  the  exchange.  ] 
accurate  experiments  it  has  been  ascertain.e« 
sperm  oil,  at  one  dollar  per  gallon,  is  a.  c  ii 
light  than  tallow  candles  at  10|  cents  per  pc 
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and,  of  eoane,  oil,  at  50  cents  per  gallon,  would 
be  cheaper  than  tallow  candles  at  5^  cents  per 
pooni. 

Oil,  at  the  price  at  which  it  can  be  imported  at 
a  profit,  is  eertainlv  a  cheaper  light  than  tallow, 
eren  at  its  present  low  prices ;  but  the  habits  of  a 
people  are  not  aaddenly  changed  }  and  as  tallow 
IS  rerf  low,  compared  with  the  prices  two  or  three 
fears  since,  the  farmers  would  continue  to  use  it, 
aDd  not  so  readily  cban^  their  light,  as  they 
woQid  if  the  tallow  was  higher. 

It  woald,  in  fact,  be  a  saring  to  those  who  now 
ose  tallow  candles,  if  they  were  obliged  to  use 
oil  It  double  its  present  price.    This  fact  distin- 

Sitibes  this  kina  of  protection  from  all  other 
ods.  The  expense  is  not  increased  to  the  con- 
samer,  but  lessened. 

A  speeies  of  reasoning  is  employed  bj  the  tal- 
bwHrhaodiers,  which  must  be  tallacious.  A 
poond  of  tallow  (say  they)  is  purchased  in  Rqs- 
sk^  or  elsewhere,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
aad  pays  one  cent  doty.  It  is  here  manufactured 
into  aoapj  exported  to  the  West^  Indies,  and  ez- 
cianged  K>r  a  pound  of  coffee  i  which,  when  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  pays  fire  cents  doty ; 
therefore  the  ponnd  of  tallow  pays  six  cents  duty. 
Now,  this  mode  of  reasoning,  if  not  convincing, 
is  at  least  eonvenient;  lAit  it  ia  something  like 
that  of  the  boy,  in  the  story  book,  who  counted 
his  ehiekeas  before  his  eggs  were  hatched.  Rrerj 
possible  case  may  be  supposed:  a  pair  of  sUc 
stockings  may  be  purehased  in  France  for  one 
dollar;  imported  into  the  United  States,  pay  15 
cenu  doty,  be  exported  to  Madeira,  exchanged  for 
a  gallon  of  wine,  which,  when  imported,  would 
pay  a  doty  of  one  dollar;  therefore,  according  to 
this  reasoning,  a  pair  of  silk  stockings,  purchased 
for  one  dollar,  would  pay  91  15  duty.  Any  es- 
tiiaate  or  calculation,  founded  on  such  a  basu  as 
thin,  mayy  and  probably  would,  fail. 

It  is  saiid,  by  the  memorialists  of  New  York 
and  Baltimore,  that  all  tallow,  for  a  long  time 
past,  intiodueed  into  this,  fspm  foreign  countries, 
has  been  atCended  with  a  htevy  loss  to  the  im- 
porter. If  it  be  80,  it  would  certainly  be  f«Mr  the 
advantage  of  the  importer  if  the  importation  was 
]ttohibited.  And  if  it  be  so.  the  prohibition  of 
mportation  would  eertainly  he  adrantageous  to 
the  aatioa ;  for,  if  we  import  at  a  loss,  the  loss  is 
to  tke  nation  as  well  as  to  the  individuals  who 
inpoiL  We  boy  of  Russia  much  more  than  we 
Mil  to  her.  Therefore^  that  branch  of  trade  is  not 
<o  be  nartieularly  favored.'  The  same  eannot  be 
said  01  oil ;  for,  although  the  whale  fishery  may 
be  proseeated  at  a  loss  to  the  ship-owner,  and  the 
seamen  may  be  inadequately  remunerated  for  their 
iibors,  yet  the  gain  is  the  result  of  labor— of  la- 
bor which  takes  from  the  ocean  a  mass  of  useless 
matter,  gives  it  a  value,  brings  it  into  active  oper- 
ation for  the  use  and  comfort  of  man,  or  as  an 
article  ot  commerce,  ora  mean  of  exchange.  The 
lorn  is  to  the  individual  who  engages  in  the  fishe- 
ry— the  gain  is  to  the  nation. 

The  taUow-ahandlers  say  that  candles  are  nearly 
pushed  oat  of  use  by  the  excessive  importation  of 
oil.     **  It  is  (say  they)  not  probable  that  there  is 


<  more  than  a  tenth  part  of  the  candles  used  in 
'  our  country  that  there  used  to  be ;  and  we  judge 
'  from  our  own  experience  that  not  one-twentieth 
'  part  the  quantity  is  exported."  They  certainly 
must  have  been  in  the  dark  when  they  made  this 
estimate.  There  never  has  been  over  60,000  bar- 
rels of  sperm  oil  consumed  in  one  year  in  the 
United  States.  Of  this  quantity,  after  deducting 
for  lighthouses,  the  lighting  of  streets,  and  what 
is  used  for  wool  and  in  manufactories,  30,000 
barrels  may  be  left  for  the  use  of  families,  shops, 
dtc. ;  allow  six  persons  to  a  family.  10,000,000  oi 
people  give  one  million  and  two-thirds  of  a  mil- 
lion of  families — those  who  use  oil  will  average 
ten  gallons  to  a  family ;  30,000  barrels  will,  there- 
fore, supply. but  90,000  families,  leaving  nearly 
1,577,000  families  to  use  tallow  candles;  this 
shows  that  only  5^  per  cent,  of  the  families  ose 
oil,  leaving  di|  per  cent,  of  the  families  to  be  sup- 
plied with  light  in  some  other  mode ;  if  the  asser- 
tion of  the  tallow-chandlers  be  true,  most  of  our 
people  must  do  without  lieht. 

Equally  are  they  mistaken  (as  I  think)  as  to 
their  numerical  superiority  over  the  whale  fisher- 
men. During  the  last  year  there  were,  in  the 
United  States,  about  150  ships  employed  in  the 
sperm  whale  fishery,  and  50  in  the  right  whale 
fishery ;  each  of  these  shi^  was  mannra  with  22 
hands — say  4,400  seamen  in  the  whole. 

The  whole  population,  directly  interested  in  the 
whale  fishery,  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than 
30,000,  The  tallow-chandlers  say  that  ^Mmported 
tallow  is  not  fit  to  be  manufactured  into  candles 
for  exportation,  or  for  home  consumption;"  of 
course  it  can  make  no  difference  to  them,  so  far 
as  the  manufacture  of  candles  is  concerned.  But 
they  say  '^an  increased  duty  will  prevent  its  man- 
ufacture and  limit  the  export."  It  is  evident  that 
they  wish  to  keep  down  the  priQe  of  tallow,  and 
therefore  their  interest  is  at  variance  with  the  in- 
terest of  the  firrowers  of  cattle. 

Should  it  be  admitted  that  all  the  evils  which 
the  tallow-chandlers  apprehend  would  be  realised, 
yet  (bey  find  a  remedy  m  the  drawback,  and  the 
allowance  of  the  drawback  reduces  the  protection 
to  whalemen  to  almost  nothing.  I  do  not  know 
but  that  I  ought  to  move  that  the  section  which 
allows  the  drawback  should  be  stricken  from  the 
bill. 

They  obtain,  by  that  section,  75  per  cent  of  the 
duty  on  the  export  of  the  article.  I  am  aware 
that  much  may  be  said  about  the  frauds  which 
may  be  practised  on  the  revenue — I  do  not  pre* 
tend  to  deny  hot  that  frauds  may  be  committed  ; 
every  article  embraced  in  the  bill  is  liable  to  the 
same  objection ;  if  the  whole  community  are 
rogues,  there  is  no  question  but  that  many  frauds 
may  be  successfully  attempted ;  but  if  these  tallow- 
chandlers  are  what  they  represent  themselves  to 
be,  (and  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  question  their 
assertions,)  but  little  danger  on  this  score  is  to  be 
apprehended — if  they  are  not,  they  ought  not  to 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  drawback. 

An  increased  duty  on  tallow  would  more  im- 
mediately promote  the  interests  of  the  growers  of 
cattle ;  by  the  farmer,  the  effect  would  be  felt  at 


1863 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


18< 


H.  OF  R. 


The  Tanff  BiU. 


March,  ISi 


once,  while  the  benefit  to  the  fishery,  though 
equally  sure,  would  be  more  remote. 

The  interests  of  the  whale  fishery,  and  of  agri- 
culture, are  inseparably  connected  ;  this  connexion 
will  clearly  appear,  if  the  following  circumstances 
are  considered :  Nothing  is  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  whale  ships  but  what  is  obtained  from 
the  farmers,  with  the  exception  of  iron,  duck,  and 
cordage. 

The  timber  is  obtained  from  the  woodlands  of 
the  farmer.  The  plank  ate  sawed  at  his  mills. 
His  teams  are  employed  in  the  transportation  of 
the  timber  and  plank — a  transportation  frequently 
of  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  miles.  A  ship  going 
round  Cape  Horn  requires  from  100  to  150  birreU 
of  beef  and  pork,  150  barrels  of  flour,  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  peas,  beans,  cheese,  butter,  rice, 
corn^  dx. ;  supplies  not  drawn  from  a  small  ter- 
ritorial space,  but  from  a  wide  country.  Staves 
and  hard  pine  boards  for  beading  are  obtained  al- 
most exclusively  from  the  South,  particularly 
from  Georgia  and  the  Caroltnas. 

In  the  construction  of  the  ships  the  services  of 
a  numerous  class  of  mechanics  are  required,  viz : 

Ship-wrights,  ship-joiners,  caulkers,  riggers, 
blockmakers,  sailmakers,  blacksmiths,  boat-build- 
ers, painters,  dec. 

All  these  mechanics  are  fed  by^  the  farmers. 

Another  branch  of  mechanical  industry,  not 
much  required  in  other  vessels,  is  in  constant  re- 
quisition for  the  service  of  the  fishery,  viz :  that 
of  coopers,  in  manufacturing  the  casks  necessary 
to  contain  the  oil  which  is  obtained  in  the  whale 
voyages. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  hoops  for  the  casks 
has  already  beconoe  a  great  and  profitable  branch 
of  manufacturing  labor.  Twelve  hundred  tons 
are  said  to  be  annually  required. 

Numbers  of  jDoasting  vessels  are  constantly  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  whale  ships.  First^ 
in  bringing  from  New  York  and  the  States  fur- 
ther South  the  flour  and  provisions  for  feeding 
the  crew,  and  in  the  transportation  of  staves, 
boards,  dbc. ;  and  then  in  transporting  tlie  oil 
along  the  coast  to  supply  the  lighthouses,  and  the 
towns  and  cities  on  the  Atlantic. 

Hemp,  iron,  and  duck,  pay  high  duties  to  the 
revenue,  as  also  the  molasses,  sugar,  tea,  coffee, 
liquors,  dbc,  which  are  used  for  ship  stores. 

The  mind,  in  pursuing  the  business  created 
by  this  fishery  into  all  its  ramifications,  is  lost  in  ut- 
ter astonishment  at  finding  such  a  vast  variety  of 
interests  to  be  involved  in  it,  and  such  an  equal 
diffusion  of  its  benefits ;  not  enriching  monopolists, 
but  iMringing  plenty  to  the  door  of  the  farmer,  the 
mechanic,  the  manufacturer,  and  the  merchant ; 
not  paying  a  miserable  stipend  of  monthly  wages 
for  the  toils,  the  dangers,  the  sufferings,  the  sick- 
ness, and  the  lives  of  our  noble-hearted  and  inval- 
uable seamen,  but  admitting  them  to  share  the  pro- 
fits as  well  as  the  dauffers  of  their  long  and  ad- 
venturous voyages.  The  oil  is  shared  in  certain 
proportions  by  the  ship-owners,  masters,  mates, 
seamen,  and  boys.  The  interest  is  common.  The 
profit  is  common.  The  loss  is  common.  There 
18  certainly  no  branch  of  navigation  or  manufac- 


tures which,  according  lo  the  capital  employi 
requires  so  much  labor  as  this. 

The  memorialists  of  New  Bedford  and  Nt 
tucket  expect  no  relief,  unless  it  shall  appear,  af 
a  full  examination,  that  it  would  be  for  the  natioi 
interest  that  they  should  be  relieved. 

Every  day's  experience  proves  that  it  is  to  < 
Navy  we  must  look  for  the  protection  of  our  co 
merce. 

That  Navy,  to  be  efl&cient,  must  be  manned 
young,  hardy,  and  active  seamen.  As  a  nursi 
of  such  seamen  this  fishery  is  invaluable.  £vi 
whale  ship  takes  from  six  to  nine  green  ham 
and,  after  one  voyage,  returns  them  finished  s 
men,  made  so,  sir,  by  the  long  and  continuous  vi 
age,  and  bv  the  sober,  correct,  and  steady  di9 
ppne  whicn  universally  prevails  in  these  shi 
They  are  returned  with  untainted  morals,  i 
with  qualities  peculiar  and  ffreat ;  yes,  sir,  gn 
It  requires  no  ordinary  resolution  to  unforl 
sail  to  the  winds  of  heaven ;  to  separate  from  ] 
sons  and  objects  made  dear  by  association,  c 
nexion,  and  /amily  ties ;  to  abandon  for  years 
face  of  civilization — their  ship  their  world,  v 
nothing  around  them  but  the  wide  waste  of  wat< 
**  Their  march  upon  the  inonntain  wave, 
Their  home  upon  the  deep." 

It  is  by  long  separation  from  accustomed  ai 
ciations,  that  men  acquire  that  habitude  of  thoa 
and  of  action,  which  qualifies  them  for  the  empi 
ment  to  which  they  are  destined.  The  seal 
nurtured  in  this  employment  are  the  hardiest  J 
boldest,  the  most  ad  venturous,  the  most  enterprii 
in  the  world.  Without  question,  they  surpass 
others.  The  nature  of  their  employment  stii 
lates  and  strengtheps  qualities  the  most  rare, 
the  most  valuable. 

It  is  not  by  creeping  along  oar  coast,  or  dod| 
into  a  port  in  the  West  Indies,  or  performio 
fair-weather  voyage  to  Europe,  that  seamen 
made.  In  this  fishery  the  very  boys  are  fashic 
into  heroes :  they  are  inured  to  danger  in  its  d 
form.  The  man  who  can  steer  a  boat  upol 
strike  a  harpoon  into  a  whale,  caDnot  be  a  cowl 
courage  is  as  necessary  to  him  as  the  air  to 
and  not  only  courage  but  coolness  and  present 
mind.  Nurtured  on  the  ocean,  be  is  familial 
to  its  dangers ;  no  circumstance  can  disconcer 
disasters  intimidate  him.  The  horrors  of  a 
fight  have  no  terrors  for  the  whaleman ;  he  is 
stantly  enraged  in  fights,  which  render  the  i 
efforts  of  hostile  man  but  »port  to  him.  Soii 
these  seamen  were  in  the  Es»ex,  and  was  the 
lant  commander  of  that  ill-f^ted  ship  now  pre 
he  could  tell  you  sir,  that,  during  that  hoi 
scene  at  Valparaiso,  when  he  stood  on  his 
knee  deep  in  blood  and  carnage^  when  his 
were  falling  in  masses  around  him,  until,  t<j 
the  words  of  Mr.  Madison,  *' humanity  tore  i 
the  colors  which  valor  had  nailed  to  the  mal 
he  could  tell  you  sir,  that,  during  this  disass 
time,  during  this  scene  of  horrors,  be  foun 
braver  sjipirits  in  his  ship  than  the  whalem^ 
New  England.  • 

A  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Caj 
LGNG,)  in  a  speech  with  which  he  favorec 
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Committee,  a  few  days  since,  on  the  general  mer- 
its of  this  bill,  has  appropriated  the  splendid  eit- 
logiam  pronounced  by  Edmund  Burke,  in  the 
British  Parliament,  1774,  to  our  ancestors  gener- 
allf,  and  to  our  commerce  {[enerally.  It  was 
bardijr  fair  in  him.  hostile  as  he  is  to.  the  interests  of 
the  whalemen  [Mr.  Cambbelsno  denied  that  he 
was  hostile  to  them.  Mr.  Baylies  expressed  his 
satisfaetioo  to  find  it  so,  and  continued]— .•I  say, 
sir,  that  this  beautiful  effusion  of  eloquence  was 
elicited  from  Burke  on  the  subject  of  the  whale 
fishery,  when  the  fishery  was  confined  to  Nan- 
UKket  and  New  Bedford.  It  will  well  bear  re- 
petting,  and  with  the  indulgence  of  the  Commit- 
tee I  will  repeat  it* 

Mr.  Batlibs  then  read  an  extract  from  Burke's 
speech  on  conciliation  with  America : 

*Ai  to  th«  wealth  which  the  qolonies  have  drawn 
from  the  les  h J  their  fiaheries,  you  had  all  that  matter 
Mj  opened  at  yoor  bar. 

**  YoQ  sorely  thought  those  acquintioas  of  value :  for 
thej  eren  eeemed  to  excite  your  eavj ;  and  yet  the 
spirit  by  which  that  enterprising  employment  has  been 
exercised,  ooght  rather,  m  my  opinion,  to  have  raised 
Toar  eiteem  and  admiration.  And  pray,  sir,  what  in 
tile  world  is  equal  to  it  ?  Pass  by  the  other  parts,  and 
look  at  the  manner  in  which  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land have  of  late  carried  on  the  whale  fishery.  Whilst 
we  follow  them  among  the  tumbling  mountains  of  ice, 
and  behold  them  penetrating  into  the  deepest  froaen 
recemtof  Hudson's  Bay  and  Davta's  Straite;  whilst 
we  an  looking  for  them  beneath  the  arctic  circle*-we 
bear  that  they  have  pteroed  into  the  oppoailo  region 
•f  polar  eold;  that  they  are  at  the  antipodes*  and  ea- 
pged  Qoder  the  Irosen  serpent  of  the  South*  Falk- 
hod  lalaods,  which  seemed  too  remote  and  romantic 
10  object  for  the  grasp  of  .national  ambition,  is  but  a 
stage  aod  retting  place  in  the  progress  of  their  ▼icto- 
riooa  iodoitry. 

"  Nor  ia  the  eqainoctial  heat  more  discouraging  to 
tbem  than  the  accumalated  Winter  of  both  the  poles. 
^eknow  that,  whilst  some  of  them  draw  the  line,  and 
•ttike  the  harpoon,  on  the  coast  of  Africai  others  run 
<^e  loogitode,  and  pursue  their  gigantic  game  along 
the  eoift  of  Brazil.  No  sea  bat  what  is  vexed  by 
Iheir  fineries.  No  climate  that  is  not  witness  to  their 
toik 

**  Neither  the  perseverance  of  Holland)  nor  the  activ' 
'^  of  Fraoee,  nor  the  dexterous  and  firm  aagacity  of 
^Bfiiah  enterprise,  ever  carried  this  most  peorilotts 
■<^  of  hsidy  industry  to  the  extent  to  which  it  has 
^  peahsd  by  this  recent  people ;  a  people  who  are 
*tiU>  aa  it  wen,  in  the  gristle,  and  not  yet  hardaned 
ioto  ihe  bone  of  manhood. " 

Tbitt  did  that  most  illustrious  statesman  speak 
ifl  the  British  Parliament,  of  thui  fishery  in  1774, 
vheo  it  had  not  attained,  in  any  degree,  to  its  pre- 
sent magnitude,  whether  consider^  in  reference 
<o  the  capital,  tonnage,  number  of  seamen,  or  the 
length  aod  duration  of  the  Toyaffes.  The  flight 
of  an  imagination  which  seemed  to  pervade  the 
^hde  cirde  of  human  existence,  did  not  waft  his 
lUiAd  to  the  points  to  which  these  enterprising, 
^hese  adrenturous  navigators,  have  attained.  In- 
stesd  of  stopping  at  the  Falkland  Islands,  or  the 
polar  ices  of  the  South,  the  all-creating  imagina- 
tion of  Barke  could  scarcely  have  followed  them 
*loDg  the  bag  track  of  waters  which  they  now  en- 


compass. The  range  of  their  enterprise  is  limited 
only  by  the  limits  of  the  world.  They  now  pur- 
sue their  "gigantic  game''  all  round  an  ocean 
which,  in  1774,  they  had  not  entered,  or  scarcely 
approached.  Those  lonely  isles  in  the  South  sea, 
on  "  ocean's  bound,"  are  as  familiar  to  them,  more 
familiar,  than  the  City  of  Washington.  Some- 
times they  majr  be  found  at  the  desolate  Massa- 
fuero.  Sometimes  on  the  coast  of  California. 
Sometimes  ofif  the  secluded  harbors  of  Japan. 
Sometimes  at  Madagascar.  Sometimes  at  New 
Holland,  and  sometimes  at  that  horrible  region, 
lately  discovered,  called  New  Shetland,  the  clime 
of  eternal  Winter. 

This  fish^  began  very  early,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Nantucket,  in  open  boats.  In  1774,  it  was  what 
Burke  described  it  to  be.  With  its  present  condi- 
tion, the  Committee  are  acquainted. 

It  has  grown  to  its  present  greatness  witliput 
patronage,  without  bounty,  without  protection,  al- 
most without  notice. 

For  protection,  the  whalemen  have  never  asked. 
While  subsistence  was  to  be  derived  from  their 
employment,  they  never  obtruded  themselves  upon 
the  Government  Contented  with  the  gains  of 
their  "  hard  industry,"  they  persisted  in  this  course 
until,  to  use  the  language  of  the  New  York  and 
Baltimore  memorialists,  they  found  themselves 
"half  ruined,"  and,  to  prevent  total  ruin,  they 
have  presented  their  grievances  to  the  nation. 

Much  complaint  has  been  made  by  the  tallow- 
chandlers,  that  they  have  selected  three  particular 
years  to  show  the  excessive  importation  of  foreign 
tallow.  The  ^reduction  of  oil  to  its  present  rum- 
ous  prices,  happened  precisely  at  the  time  when 
that  importation  was  made.  When  they  felt  the 
evil,  they  complained,  and  not  till  then. 

So  important  has  this  branch  of  navigation  been 
deemed  by  the  maritime  nations  of  Europe,  that 
Americans  are  sometimes  tempted  to  leave  their 
homes,  and  to  avail  themselves  of  the  great  ad- 
vantages arising  from  the  system  of  bounties  with 
which  it  is  protected  there. 

Manv  of  the  English  whaling  ships  are  com- 
manded by  Americans.  The  South  sea  whale 
fishery  was,  I  believe^  established  at  Milford  Ha- 
ven, m  England,  by  an  American.  Previous  to 
the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution,  the 
Government  of  France  foreseeing  the  ffieat  advan- 
ta{[e  which  would  result  from  the  establishment  of 
this  fishery  in  that  kingdom,  held  out  such  mreat 
inducements  in  bounties,  that  a  colony  of  whale- 
men emigrated  from  Nantucket  and  New  Bedford, 
and  established  themselves  at  Dunkirk,  where  the 
fishery  was  prosecuted  successfully,  until,  in  the 
progress  of  the  revolution,  property  became  inse- 
cure, and  the  French  marine  was  threatened  with 
annihilation.  They  then  abandoned  the  pursuit, 
and  returned  to  America. 

Eurooe  strives  to  alter  the  course  of  nature,  by 
calling  oack  the  descendants  of  those  whom  she 
bad  forced  from  her  bosom.  Europe  strives  to 
lure  to  her  shores,  by  favors  and  facilities,  protec- 
tion and  bounty,  a  race  of  men  whose  value  is 
well  known  there.  Could  we  witness  their  de- 
parture without  inquietude  ?    Could  we  witness 
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ttie  decav  and  rain  of  this  fishery,  which,  lodg 
ago,  the  illustrious  Burke  declarod  to  be  unequalled 
in  this  world,  without  reg^ret,  without  deep  regret? 
This  is  their  first  application  to  their  own  Gov- 
ernment. The  application  embraces  not  a  soli- 
tary interest ;  not  the  interest  of  the  ship-owners 
and  seamen  only,  but  the  interest  of  the  farmer, 
the  mechanic,  and  the  manufacturer. 

I  trust  the  protection  which  this  bill  ])roposes 
will  be  granteo.  It  is  small — ^it  is  smidl  indeed ; 
but  it  is  something — something  which  will  carry 
to  the  whalemen  an  assurance  that  this  Govern- 
ment, protecting,  as  it  does,  all  other  interests, 
will  not  be  entirely  regardless  of  theirs. 

When  Mr.  Baylibb  bad  concluded — 

Mr.  Cambreleno,  of  New  York,  rose  in  reply, 
and  contended  that  the  proposed  duty,  if  granted, 
would  not  be  any  reliel  to  those  engaged  in  the 
fisheries.  He  stated  the  operation  of  the  duty  to 
be  nueatory,  because  a  drawback  is  allowed  by 
the  bill  on  exported  soap  and  candles,  and  the 
whole  amount  of  imported  tallow,  (about  a  mil- 
lion of  pounds,}  is  now  made  into  soap  and  can- 
dles for  exporution — so  that  the  Gk>vernment 
would  collect  the  duty  with  one  hand  and  pay  it 
back  in  drawback  with  the  other. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  went  Ailly 
into  an  exposition  of  the  facts  of  the  case ;  showed 
why  the  Russian  tallov^  is  cheaper,  its  use  in  the 
manufacture  of  8oap^-4he  amount  exported,  the 
benefit  of  its  use  to  the  manufacturer,  ana  the 
gain  to  the  country.  He  then  went  on  to  show 
tnat  the  benefits  of  the  duty  to  the  whalemen  and 
oil  dealers  would  be  very  doubtful,  and  would  by 
no  means  compensate  for  the  loss  of  exports, 
which  must  be  its  efiect»  He  showed  that  the  pro- 
posed drawback  would  be  of  no  use  to  the  manu- 
uicturer,  being  paid  to  the  importing  merchant ; 
and  if  it  were^  it  could  not  be  estimated,  because 
the  import  is  in  tallow,  and  the  export  chiefly  in 
soap.  He  remarked  with  severity  on  the  doctrine 
that  a  balance  resulting  from  a  comparison  of  the 
amount  of  imports  and  exports  to  any  particular 
country,  shows  whether  we  gain  or  lose  by  trade 
with  that  country — ^which  he  denominated  jargon 
aind  nonsense.  We  export  nothing  to  the  South 
9eas,  and  bring  back  great  amounts  from  there ; 
so  the  balance  of  the  trade  is  against  us.  Is  it 
therefore  a  losing  trade"? 

Mr.  LivBRMORE,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  in 
fav(»  of  remining  the  duty :  he  did  not  think  that 
the  manufacture  should  be  protected  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  farmer  and  the  fisherman.  If  you 
keep  the  mean  tallow  out  of  the  market,  yon  aid 
the  fhrmer ;  for  his  tallow  goes  to  supply  its  place : 
and  at  the  next  step  you  benefit  the  fisherman, 
because  his  oil  goes  to  supply  the  place  of  the 
farmers  tallow.  This  may  be  an  injury  to 
the  tallow  chandlers ;  but  then  the  whole  bill  is 
built  on  that  principle,  and  if  one  is  smitten  by 
it,  he  must  strilte  his  next  neighbor. 

Mr.  Reeo,  of  Massachusetts,  replied  to  Mr. 
Webster,  and  stated  the  claims  of  the  whale<> 
men  to  the  protection  of  this  country.  He  observ- 
ed that  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  were  almost 
fuined  by  the  Revolutionary  war;  that  in  1783, 


the  British|  sensible  of  the  great  valae  of  neb 
seamen,  offered  very  liberal  bounties  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  Nantucket  to  go  either  to  Great  Britain 
or  to  settle  in  their  colonies  in  this  country.  That 
the  French  nation,  through  Marquis  de  Lafay- 
ette, made  very  libeiml  oflfers  also ;  tbit  both  offers 
had  been  rejected,  a  few  instances  only  excepted ; 
that,  while  Bngland,  France,  apd  HoilaDd  bad 
paid  heavy  bounties  in  aid  of  their  whale  fish- 
eries,  our  whale  fishery  had  been  prosecuted 
successfully,  unaided  by  the  Govemmeot^t 
had,  indeed,  paid  heavy  taxes  to  the  Govern- 
ment. He  added  that  he  was  proud  of  the  fact; 
that  it  was  an  example  worth  reeordine  in  out 
history,  dbc.  He  obiected  to  the  dmwotck  on 
candles^  because  of  their  confessedly  bad  qaality, 
they  being  so  bad  as  to  render  it  disgracefal  to 
d£fer  them  at  home.  Mr.  R.  went  into  a  caicnla- 
tion  to  show  that  kage  quantities  of  our  own 
tallow  as  well  as  the  foreign  went  into  the  soap 
exported.  He  showed  how  much  greater  the 
amount  of  the  interests  to  be  protected  in  the  case 
of  the  whalemen  was  than  m  that  of  the  tallow 
chandlers— one  employed  50,000  tons  of  shipping, 
the  other  but  4  or  D,000,  dbc. 

Mr.  Webster  replied  to  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Rebd,  and  contended  that,  if  the  duty  is  to  do 
any  good,  it  must  be  by  prohibition,  and  is  that 
case  the  Russian  tallow  onlv  goes  to  England, 
and  aids  the  English  tallow  chandlers  against  oor 
own. 

•  Mr.  LivBRMOftfi  matntained  that  the  English 
manufacturer  would  not  gain.so  much  as  was  con- 
tended, because  he  must  still  import  his  pot  and 
pearl  ash.  Soap,  with  the  additional  duty,  may 
oe  made  as  cheap  in  the  United  States  as  in  Eng- 
land, though  with  less  profit  to  the  manufactu- 
rers, &c. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  duty,  and 
went  into  an  extensive  calculation  to  show  that, 
as  much  more  tallow  was  exported  in  a  manufac- 
tured form  than  was  imported,  the  prohibition 
Would  be  impolitic.  He  dreaded  the  temptation 
to  fraud,  and  deprecated  the  creation  of  a  necessitf 
for  the  English  system  of  guards  against  evasions 
of  the  revenue,  &c 

Mr.  Toj>  replied  to  the  various  arguments  urged 
against  the  duty — urged  that  the  one  class  of  me- 
.morialists  was  entitled  to  as  much  credit  as  the 
other,  though  it  did  not  seem  to  to  be  granted  to 
them.  That  large  quantities  of  the  inferior  tallow 
imported,  were  used  in  the  manufacture  of  can* 
dies.  He  rebutted  the  impracticability  of  a  draw- 
back)  by  the  fact  that  a  drawback  of  the  duty  on 
imported  molasses  is  allowed  on  the  export  of  rum. 
He  replied  to  the  argument  from  the  probabilitf 
of  fraud,  by  showing  that  before  drawback  could 
be  claimed,  the  amount  of  talbw  imported  by  the 
same  individual  must  be  proved.  He  insisted  on 
the  disproportion  of  the  iinported  and  exported 
tallow.  He  retorted  some  reflectioos  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster, on  the  doctrine  of  the  balance  of  trade;  he 
quoted  the  advice  of  Lord  Bacon — adverted  to  the 
policy  of  England,  and  declared  his  determina- 
tion to  adhere  to  ^'  jargon,"  which  had  raised  that 
empire  to  the  summit  of  wealth  and  power.   The 
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wbtle  fisheries  were  in  immiiient  danger,  and 
without  protection  mast  decline  if  not  perish^  we 
gire  them  no  boantjr,  and  they  now,  lor  the  first 
time,  ask  a  small  protection,  ^. 

Mr.  Webster  rejoined — explained  some  of  the 
grouDds  he  had  before  taken ;  and  further  enlarged 
OD  the  doctrine  respecting  the  balance  of  trade. 
He  protested  against  the  authority  of  Qacon,  in 
the  reien  of  James  I,  (the  era  of  monopolies,  and 
every  thing  contracted  and  ridiculous  in  commer- 
cial matters,)  and  referred  to  the  improvement 
which  had  beien  the  result  of  two  centuries.  The 
Take  of  trade  was  not  altered  by  its  being  cir- 
eaitous— provided  it  was  profitable  in  the  end,  the 
more  circuitous  and  multifarious  in  its  interme^ 
diate  stages  the  better  for  the  interests  of  navi- 
gatioD. 

Mr.  Reed  spoke  ..in  reply.  Mr.  Foot  stated 
fact^  Mr.  Too  corrected  some  misunderstand- 
iog;  and  the  debate  was  further  protracted  be- 
tveeo  Messrs.  MEftcsa,  Too.  Webster,  Reed, 
aad  Caubrelemg,  till  past  tour  o'clock ;  when 
ibe  qoestion  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  duty, 
utd  lost — ayes  52,  noes  84. 

Mr.  Webster  moved  to  amend  the  6th  section, 
hj  striking  out,  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  lines,  the 
words  ^  hyy/oTf  or  an  €uxount  of  the  person  or  penoni 
imaaiimg  ike  acme."  [The  whole  section  reads  as 
fouows :] 

'*8ic.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
■ball  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  seventy-fiTe  per  can- 
toffi  of  the  daties  by  this  set  impesed  on  tallow,  which 
a  ay  bo  msDD&ctared  into  candles  or  soap,  by,  fort  or 
on  aeteunt  of  the  pereon  or  persons  importing  the 
iome,  upon  the  exportation  thereof  within  nine  months 
after  the  laid  importation,  and  in  the  manner  prescrib- 
ed by  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  allow  drawback  uf 
dptiet  00  spirits  distilled  and  sugar  refined  within  the 
United  States,  and  lor  other  purposes,'  so  far  as  the 
suae  may  be  applicable,  and  under  such  rules  snd 
KgalatioDs  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
tlie  Trtiaary." 

Before  this  amendment  was  acted  upon,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturdat,  March  20. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
^^nieted  to  inquire  into  the  expediencjr  of  making 
3&  tpproprialton.  adequate  to  the  extmguishment 
q(  re^enrations  granted  to  certain  Cherokee  In- 
ditBs,  witkia  the  limits  of  North  Carolina  and 
Teooessee. 

Mr.  Breck,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  recommitted,  reported  an  amendment 
^  the  resolotion  formerly  reported  to  the  House, 
aathohzing  the  purchase  of  a  Portrait  of  Wasli- 
iiigloB,  so  as  to  make  it  read  as  follows : 

Resohed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represento' 
tins  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress 
sttembled^  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  procure  from  Rem- 
brandt Peole,  of  Philadelphia,  a  painting  (to  be  placed 
ui  the  CapitoQof  Washington,  on  horseback,  on  a 
eaavaas  of  net  less  than  eighteen  feet  high,  and  thir- 


teen wide ;  the  middle  and  back  grounds  to  contaia 
a  representation  of  the  battle  of  Princeton,  or  such 
other  spproOTiate  scenery  as  the  President  shall  direct : 
Provided,  The  same  can  be  obtained  for  a  sum  not 
eiceediDg  three  thoussnd  dollars ;  and  Uiat  the  said 
Peale  furnish  a  rich  gilt  frame  therefor,  at  least  fif- 
teen inches  wide. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  Committee  oi» 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into* 
the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  act^ 
entitle^  "An  act  supplementary  to,  and  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection^ 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage.'  passed  Marcb 
2d,  1799,  and  for  other  purposes^''  approved  the 
1st  March,  1823^  as  allows  a  discount  on  casb 
payment  for  duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer^ 
chandise,  imported. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the  relief  of  Noab 
Smith,  of  Maine,"  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel White,"  was  twice  read,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the  relief  of  Na- 
pier, Rapelye  and  Bennet,  and  Petray  and  Yiel," 
was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  provide  for  the 
security  of  public  moneys  in  the  hands  of  mar- 
shals, clerks,  and  attorneys,  and  their  deputies," 
was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 
the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
District  of  Illinois,"  was  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

An  engrossed  bill,  "  to  repeal  an  act  approved 
the  3d  March,  1823,  entitled  <An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  B.  Homn,'"  which  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading  to-day,  having  been  announced, 
Mr.  Owen  of  Alabama,  movM  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table  for  further  deliberation,  but  withdrew 
the  motion  to  give  way  to  Mr.  Moorb,  of  Ala- 
bama, who  moved  that  it  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  who  had  moved  yesterday  for  its 
third  reading  to-day,  explained  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  read  part  of  the  act  intended  to 

5e  repealed,  which,  he  contends),  went  to  excuse 
ohn  Dn  Hogan  from  a  settlement  of  his  accounts 
to  an  indefinite  period. 

Mr.  McCoy  opposed  the  commitment. 

Mr.  Hamilton  rejoined ;  and  the  motion  to 
commit  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  prevailed. 

A  Message  was  received,  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  accompanied  by  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  enclosing  copies  of  the 
correspondence  instituted  by  the  President  with 
foreign  Governments,  since  28th  February  1823, 
relative  to  the  African  Slave  Trade. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
The  House  then,  by  a  vote  of  93  to  19.  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  tor  amend- 
ing the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports,  and 
the  question  being  on  the  amendment  yesterday 
offiered  by  Mr.  WzbstkRj  to  the  6th  section,  Mr. 


1871 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1872 


H.  OP  R. 


The  Tanf  BiU. 


March,  1824. 


Tod  withdrew  his  objection  to  it,  and  the  ilmend- 
ment  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  section  was 
further  amended,  by  striking  out  "  nine,''  in  the 
6th  line,  and  substituting  "  twelre,"  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Reed,  bv  striking  out  the  words 
'^  candies  or,''  in  the  4ih  line. 

The  section,  as  finally  amended,  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

'*  8sc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tha^  there 
shall  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  seventy-five  per  cen- 
tum of  the  daties  by  this  act  imposed  on  tallow,  which 
may  be  manufactured  into  soap,  upon  the  eiportation 
thereof,  within  tweWe  months  after  the  said  importa- 
tion, and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
*An  act  to  allow  drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled, and  sugar  refined,  within  the  United  States, 
and  for  ether  purposes,'  so  far  as  the  satoe  may  be  ap- 
plicable, and  under  such  rules  sad  regulations  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

Mr.  Breck  mored  to  amend  the  97th  line,  by 
excepting  the  article  of  twine  from  among  others 
on  which  ^ve  cents  per  poimd  duty  is  laid,  and 
adding  the  words  "and  on  twine  ten  cents  per 
pound." 

Several  memorials  were  read. 

Mr.  Breck,  Mr.  Reed,  and  Mr.  Baylies,  made 
some  remarks  for  and  against  the  motion ',  and 
the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  add,  after 
the  254th  line,  "  On  wines  now  subject  by  law  to 
a  duty  of  15  cents  per  gallon,  a  duty  of  25  cents 
per  ffallon." 

Mr.  Trimble  stated  some  facts  in  relation  to 
the  reasons  which  induced  Congress  to  lay  the  15 
cent  doty. 

Mr.  Foot  replied.  Mr.  Gcrley  wished  that 
claret  wine  miffht  be  excepted,  as  it  was  in  his 
country  generally  used,  even  by  the  poor  and  la- 
boring classes. 

Mr.  Tod  supported  the  exception. 

Mr.  Poinsett  wished  for  farther  information, 
dreading  the  moral  efieQt  of  driving  the  people 
from  wine  to  whiskey. 

Mr.  Clat  opposed  the  amendment^  as  being 
injurious  to  the  revenue,  and  the  navigating  in- 
terest, without  being  beneficial  to  any  brancn  of 
American  industry. 

Mr.  Webster  supported  the  same  view,  and 
thought  that  the  duty  on  Madeira  wine  ought  to 
be  r^uced  rather  than  augmented. 

Mr.  Hamilton  hoped  that  the  motion  would  be 
withdrawn.  He  believed  that  the  present  duty  on 
wine  required  a  judicious  revision,  out  this  did  not 
fairly  pertain  to  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Tod  replied. 

Mr.  Stewart  advocated  the  duty,  as  a  rerenue 
duty.  He  compared  the  duties  on  salt,  sugar,  tea, 
dtc,  with  this  on  wines,  and  contended  that  it 
was  out  of  all  proportion.  The  people  of  Loui- 
siana were  well  able  to  pay  the  duty,  dec. 

Mr.  Hamilton  replied  to  Mr.  Tod,  whom  he 
understood  as  reflecting,  by  implication,  on  his 
motives,  as  being  aimed  at  delay. 


Mr.  Tod  disavowed  all  such  implication,  and 
pressed  a  speedy  decision. 

Mr.  Cambreleno  agreed  with  the  geDtleman 
last  up ;  spoke  to  the  question  of  fraud,  and  asked 
for  facts  from  the  morer.  ^ 

Mr.  Foot  replied*  and  stated  several  particulars, 
and  then  withdrew  his  motion,  to  give  time  for 
farther  inquiry. 

Mr.  Mercer  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
177th  line  by  striking  out  four  cents  (duty  on  ul- 
low)  and  inserting  one  cent. 

Mr.  Tod  objected  to  the  motion,  as  having  rir- 
tualiy  been  passed  upon  by  the  decision  of  yester- 
day. 

The  Chair  pronounced  the  motion  to  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  Mercer  supported  his  motion  by  quotations 
and  calculations  from  the  documents  furnished 
from  the  Departments,  and  reasoning  from  the 
practice  of  England. 

Mr.  Reed  replied,  and  thought  this  country 
was  in  such  different  circumstances  from  Great 
Britain  that  her  practice  did  not  furnish  an  ex- 
ample. 

Mr.  Wayne  stated  a  number  of  facts  to  show 
the  injury  to  the  farmer  and  grazier  from  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  tallow,  and  hoped  that  one 
of  the  few  opportunities  to  benefit  the  farmer 
which  the  bill  contains  (to  which  bill,  however, 
he  was  a  friend)  would  not  be  neglected. 

Mr.  Mercer  spoke  in  answer  to  the  opponents 
of  the  motion,  defended  the  English  precedents, 
anrd  contended  that,  if  the  duty  was  laid,  all  the 
Russian  tallow  would  stop  in  England,  and  the 
English  would  supersede  us  in  the  South  Ameri- 
can trade.  The  duty,  he  contended,  would  not 
affect  the  farmer,  as  what  was  imported,  would 
be  immediately  exported  again.  He  deprecated 
the  necessity  of  oaths,  derived  from  the  collection 
of  the. duty,  unless  the  system  of  public  or  private 
warehousing  in  use  in  critain,  were  adopted,  to 
both  of  which  he  objected.  The  duty  would  pre- 
sent to  the  tallow  chandler  a  temptation  of  $180,- 
000  a  year  to  fraud ;  and  when  fraud  is  intro- 
duced into  one  branch  of  the  revenue,  it  quickly 
spreads  into  all  branches.  Mr.  M.  concluded 
with  some  general  remarks  on  the  system  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, as  the  proposed  tax  would  benefit  a  branch 
of  industry  incomparably  more  valuable  than  the 
manufacture  of  soap  and  candles ;  it  was  the  right 
arm  of  the  nation  in  respect  to  her  marine  inter- 
est; while  it  encouraged  ship  building,  it  furnish- 
ed the  best  and  only  permanent  nursery  for  sea- 
men, dbc. 

Mr.  Too  contended  that  the  present  motion  was 
virtually  the  same  as  that  decided  yesterday. 

Mr.  Mercer  opposed  this  view,  and  explained. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  49. 

Mr.  Merger  then  moved  to  strike  out  four  and 
insert  two  cents. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neg^ 
atire — ayes  62,  noes  112. 

Mr.  Cambreubno  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in 
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the  40th  line,  ^  on  hemp  two  cents  per  pound,'' 
bptriking  oat  ivro  and  inKertiog  ^*one^and-a- 
half." 

Mr.  C.  objected  to  the  dotjr  pronosed,  as  being 
ameretai,  not  caleulated  to  benent  the  domestic 
product,  and  to  injare  the  manufacturers  of  that 
UDported.  He  traced  the  coarse  of  legislation  on 
the  subject  for  thirty  years,  and  insisted  that  the 
DseofDatire  hemp  had  retrograded  rather  than 
idraDcfd.  The  British  duty  was  only  $21 — that 
BOW  proposed,  more  than  doubled  the  duty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rebd,  the  Committee  then 
lose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


MoNDATy  March  22. 

Mr.  Buck  presented  a  memorial  of  Captain 
AldeQ  Partridge,  aceomnatfied  with  the  resulls  of 
siiodry  eiperiments  on  the  fire  of  infantry  and  ar- 
tilleiy;  vnich  "was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  to  which  is  referred 
tbe  "biU  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  cause  to  be  issued  to  Captain  Alden 
Partridge  fixed  ammunition^  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Mr.  WHiTTLfiaET,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ciaims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Morris 
Goldsmith  and  Anthony  Roderick,  accompanied 
vitkabill  for  their  relief ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WHrrTi.B8ST,  from  the  same  committee, 
also  made  a  report  upon  the  petition  of  Robert 
BleiD,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
vbicb  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Tbe  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
^om  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting, 
io  eomplianee  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  8th  of  May,  1822,  copies 
of  all  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary 
aod  ikie  banks  in  which  the  public  moneys  were 
deposited,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1617,  to  the 
8th  of  May,  1822,  that  is  considered  as  included, 
eitber  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  terms  oi  tbe 
isolation,  which  has  not  been  heretofore  com- 
iBQaicated  to  the  House.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLahb,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tor Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred 
^eUIl  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
Klief  of  Saraoel  White,"  reported  the  same,  witb- 
<At  ixneadment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
ZDitiee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Mebcxr  submitted  the  following : 

"  ReuJmedt  That  the  Cominittee  on  Road«  and  Ca* 
luli  be  iostmcted  to  inqaire  into  the  ezpodienoy  of 
CBUMcUng  tbe  property  of  the  United  States,  at  or 
Beti  Harper's  Ferry,  by  tbe  erection  of  m  bridge  across 
tU  ^Sfaeaaodoah,  at  or  near  the  month  thereof." 

The  morer  supported  the  resolution  by  a  few 
remarks,  when  toe  question  being  taken,  it  was 
adopted— ayes  62,  noes  56. 

ADJOURNMENT,  Ac. 
Mr.  Allen  called  up  the  joint  resolution  of- 
«7ed  by  him  some  days  since,  respecting  an  ad- 
purotnent;  but  the  House  refused  to  consider  it — 
»Ta  44,  noes  83. 


Mr.  Ranoolph  observed,  that  the  vernal  equi- 
nox was  now  passed,  and  ne  thought  it  was  time 
that  e^ery  member  who  did  not  intend  to  rely  on 
the  public  crib,  but  to  feed  out  of  his  own  corn- 
house,  should  go  home  and  plant  his  corn;  and 
he  hoped  that  the  honorable  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts would  continue  to  repeat  his  motion 
until  it  should  obtain  a  more  favorable  reception 
by  the  House.  The  protracted  sessions  of  Con- 
gress (which,  however,  he  thanked  God,  could 
take  place  only  every  other  year)  he  considered 
as  fraught  with  incalculable  mischief.  They  ex- 
cluded mm  the  public  service  an  important  and 
valuable  class  of  men. 

[Here  the  Speaker  interposed,  and  pronounced 
Mr.  R.'s  remarks  to  be  out  of  order,  inasmuch  as 
the  House  had  refused  to  consider  the  resolution.] 

Mr.  R.  observed  that  he  had  intended  to  con- 
clude his  observations  bv  making  a  motion  ;  but 
he  should  stand  corrected. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  made  a  motion  to  alter  the 
hour  of  meeting  to  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  sup- 
ported his  motion  by  a  short  s|>eech.  in  which  he 
adverted  to  the  amount  of  business  in  arrear,  and 
the  injurious  consequence  of  long  sessions. 

Mr.  Ranpolpr  again  rose,  and  said,  that  he 
should  take  the  liberty  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  seemed  so  willing  to  take  himself,  but 
to  refuse  to  others — no  uncommon  case — of  mak- 
ing some  observations  on  an  interdicted  subject. 
He  should,  in  the  selection  of  his  topics,  pursue 
his  own  liffhts,  however  feeble,  without  availing 
himself  of  the  very  great  discernment,  sagacity, 
experience — (he  wished. he  could  enlarge  the  cata- 
logue)— of  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  I, 
for  one,  said  Mr.  R.,  voted  for  the  repeal  of  that 
preposterous  rule  which,  even  if  this  building  were 
on  fire,  prevented  the  House  from  adjourning  be- 
fore 4  o'clock,  and  I  did  suppose  that,  m  its 
spirit,  it  went  to  repeal  the  other  rule  on  the  same 
subject^  in  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Four  hours  per  diem 
is  as  long  as  I,  at  least,  am  able  to  endure — I  will 
not  say,  the  pestilential  atmosphere  of  this  House, 
but  an  atmosphere,  such  as  nothing  but  the 
wretched  animals  plunged  in  the  Grotto  del  Cane, 
near  Naples,  were  compelled  to  breathe,  to  gratify 
the  laudable  curiosity  of  the  very  benevolent  phi- 
losophers of  modern  Europe.  1  hope  the  gentle- 
man's motion  will  not  be  adopted — and  I  now 
give  notice,  that  I  mean  to  follow  up  his  motion 
with  one  which  relates  to  a  subject  which  requires, 
if  not  the  actual  cautery,  at  least  the  knife — it  is 
a  motion  to  reduce  the  per  diem  allowance  of 
members  of  this  House,  to  what  it  was  when  I 
first  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  here,  and  which  I 
then  thought,  and  still  think,  as  a  per  diem  allow- 
ance,  was  fixed  a  great  deal  too  high. 

If  the  present  system  is  sufiered  to  continue,  in- 
stead of  naving,  m  Congress,  great  leading  pro- 
fessional men,  we  shall  have  what  have  been  well 
denominated  the  merely  mechanical,  the  instru- 
mental members  of  those  professions.  And,  as  to 
the  landed  interest,  how  can  we  expect  it  to  be 
represented,  when  it  is  ruin  to  a  landed  man  to 
attend  here?    I,  for  one,  cannot,  sir,  consent  to 
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sit  here  for  so  many  mootbs,  de  die  in  di&m^  for 
six  days  in  the  week,  and  hear  nothing  but  the 
same  strain  forever  repeated.  It  is  enough,  sir,  to 
worry  the  patience  of  Job  himself.  I  shall  there- 
fore move  that,  from  and  after  the  end  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  the  per  diem  allow- 
ance of  members  be  six  dollars,  and  the  allowance 
for  travelling  expenses  be  the  same  sum  for  every 
twenty  miles  travelling. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Taylor's 
resolution,  and  carried* 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  the  following: 

**Ruolwd^  That  from  and  after  the  end  of  the 
present  sewion  of  Congress,  the  per  diem  allowance 
of  members  shall  be  six  dollars,  and  six  dollars  ibr 
every  twenty  miles  travelling." 

This  resolution  he  desired  to  lay  on  the  table, 
and  he  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up  its  con- 
sideration on  Friday  next. 

The  question  bemg  put  on  laying  the  resolve 
on  the  table,  it  w^s  carried — ayes  80,  noes  60. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  postpone  all  the  previous 
orders  of  the  day  to  take  up  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1824.  The  motion  was  carried — 
ayes  84,  noes  68. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Bartlett,  in  the  Chair,)  on  the 
consideration  of  the  above  bill,  and  proceeded  to 
conMder  the  same,  item  by  item. 

Some  of  the  items  eave  rise  to  considerable  dis- 
cussion, particularly  that  which  proposes  to  appro- 
priate $225,000  for  "contingent  expenses,  inclu- 
ding all  extra  allowances.''  In  this  discussion, 
Messrs.  Cobb,  Cocke,  McLane,  Taylor,  For- 
syth, and  others,  engaged. 

Mr.  Cocke  examined  in  detail  the  expenditures 
under  this  head  during  the  past  year,  to  many  of 
which  he  took  exception,  and  particularly  to  the 
charge  for  travelling  expenses,  which  formed  a 
part  of  almost  every  account  settled,  from  which 
he  said,  it  would  appear  that  almost  the  whole 
Navy  of  the  United  States  was  consequently  em- 
ployed in  travelling  from  one  part  of  the  countrv 
to  another.  To  manv  other  items  he  also  objecteo, 
particularly  to  the  allowance  to  the  Navy  Agent 
at  New  York,  of  more  than  S^iOOO,  under  this 
head,  whilst  he  was  largely  indebted  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, &c. — to  extra  pay,  house  rent,  &c.,  to 
surgeons,  recruiting  officers,  dbc. — to  the  payment 
of  $1,000  to  a  professional  gentleman  for  services 
of  Judee  Advocate ;  aiid  lastly,  to  the  expenses 
allowed  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  for 
going  to  the  Eastward,  some  time  about  the  New 
York  Races, but  perhaps,  also,  upon  other  business. 
Mr.  C.  concluded  by  moving  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation for  this  item  to  an  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  he  afterwards  varied  to  an 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  McLane  replied  to  the  objections  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  by  statements  derived  from  official  papers 
which  he  had  received  in  reply  to  inouiries  made 
ufjon  the  subject  at  the  proper  offices  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  M!eans,  although  he  himself 


thought  there  were  items  of  expenditure  ui 
this  head  which  were  objectionable,  and  was 
clined  to  think  that  this  fund  had  not  beea 
ministeted  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  But  m 
of  these  items,  he  said,  had  always  been  alloi 
and  were  indispensable — such  as  the  neces 
expense  of  travelling  to  attend  courts  martial,  j 
quarters,  dbc.  From  the  information  which 
had  received,  this  item  of  appropriation  was  sul 
to  the  payment  of  clerk-hire,  office-rent,  statioo 
transportation  of  munitions  of  war,  freight,  p 
age,  wharfage,  storage,  and  all  those  object 
expenditure  not  included  under  any  speciac  1 
of  appropriation,  though  forming  collectively 
important  item.  If  there  were  any  abuse  in 
expenditure,  he  was  inclined  to  think  it  wa 
allowing  travelling  expenses  to  officers  who 
not  ordered  on  special  service,  but  merelf  to 
their  ships.  If  that  were  forbidden,  it  would 
duce  the  amount  perhaps  some  eight  or  ten  ih 
and  dollars.  At  present,  however,  he  thougl 
better  to  make  the  appropriation  called  for, 
leave  the  abuses,  if  any,  to  be  corrected  by  th^ 
ministration  of  the  Navy  Department.  Mr.  V\ 
here  read  several  papers  connected  with  this 
ject,  one  of  which,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Ni 
stated  the  sum  of  $225,000  to  be  absolutely  n< 
sary  for  the  eontingent  expenditure  of  the  pre 
year.  Mr.  McL.  also  reviewed  the  history  of 
particular  appropriation,  and  showed  that 
amount  now  asked  for  war  less  tl^an  the  avei 
appropriation  for  the  same  item  for  the  last 
years,  dbc. 

The  question  being  taken  on  filling  the  b| 
with  $225,000,  as  asked  by  the  N«vy  Departn] 
and  moved  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committ< 
Ways  and  Means,  there  were,  ayes  32,  noes 
a  quorum  not  being  present,  an  officer  was 
patched  to  summons  absent  members. 

Mr.  Whipple  made  some  remarks  in  soppo 
the  appropriation ;  as,  if  it  were  withheld,  seii 
embarrassment  might  enaae.  The  present  inc 
bent  had  not  had  time  to  reform  abuses,  if  I 
did  exist.  He  hoped  a  thorough  investiga 
would  take  place  as  soon  as  the  proper  time 
been  allowed  to  him. 

Mr.  Taylor  stated  what  had  been  formerly 
peaded  under  this  head.  He  showed  wbi 
should  be  somewhat  laiser  the  present  year,  i 
the  employment  of  the  West  India  squadron, 
He  vindicated  the  conduet  of  the  late  Secr« 
of  the  Navy,  but  could  have  wished  that  set 
of  the  items'  m  the  account  of  contingent  exp^ 
had  been  more  explicit.  On  the  whole,  he 
not  see  that  the  sum  could  now  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Livermorb  observed  that,  whatever 
sum  appropriated  under  the  head  of  contingent 
it  was  always  expended.  It  was  never  too  ml 
but  always  just  enough — and  so  he  suppose 
would  be  if  it  were  made  half  a  million.  He 
not  impute  this  to  malfeasance  in  the  Head! 
Departments,  &c. 

Mr.  Cocke  replied  to  Mr.  Taylor.  The 
ditional  expenses  occasioned  by  the  West  I^ 
squadron,  and  those  for  repairs,  were  not  inclu 
in  this  amount.    The  whole  of  this  sum  wen 
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the  gentleiDco  on  shore.  Tbostf  in  serrice^  at  see, 
go(  none  of  it  He  had  found,  on  iaquiriag  in 
Uie  offices,  that  certain  aceoynts  were  allowed 
becaose  S.  T.  was  written  against  them.  He 
was  opposed  to  til  usage  and  custom  not  fixed 
bf  law. 

Mr.  Ci7LPEPSR  hoped  the  approfiriation  would 
be  reduced,  u  he  was  satisfied  some  improper  sums 
had  been  formerly  allowed. 

Mr.  DwiGHT  wished  information  as  to  one  item 
of  expenditure,  which  was  to  be  allowed  to  Henry 
Eckford,  of  |^,000  for  an  acre  of  ground  in  a 
barreD  coontry,  dbc. 

Mr.  TccKSR  stated  reasons  why  the  Committee 
of  Accouats  for  the  Navy  Department  had  not 
reported  generally  on  the  subject  of  thes^  ex- 
peaditures. 

Mr.  Whipple  replied  to  Mr.  Cockg,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  former  year,  when  the  appropriation  in 
the  lodian  Department  had  been  suddenly  re* 
duced,  and  sad  consequences  ensued.  To  Mr. 
LiiERMORS  be  answered  by  referring  to  the  fact 
tbat  $17,000  of  last  year's  appropriation  remained, 
at  this  moment,  unexpended. 

Mr.  LivEKMORE  corrected  the  gentleman  last 
ap.  The  balance  was  not  17,000,  but  only  $11 
77  cenu.  The  appropriation  asked  was  for  extra 
allowances,  and  officers  would  always  present  de- 
oaads  enoagh  to  absorb  it. 

Mr.  Stokrs  corrected  a  misunderstanding  as  to 
some  of  the  document!  which  had  been  quoted, 
which  he  showed  was  no  basis  from  which  to  cal- 
eoiate  the  present  appropriation. 

Mr.McLAHfi  replied,  and  explained  the  docu- 
B«it  referred  to  by  Mr.  Storrb. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caroiiaai  required 
farther  explanation  on  the  items  intended  to  be 
eorered  b^  the  bill — ^particularly  one  item  of 
ilMy  (or  the  service  of  a  Judge  Ad?ocate  at 
BostoB,  who  serTed  but  for  sixty-two  days.   ' 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck  explained  some  local  circnm-* 
stances,  respecting  the  Navy  Point,  at  Beckett's 
Harbor. 

Mr.  FoLLM  replied  to  Mrl  Williams,  and  ex- 
piaioed  sune  circumstances  in  relation  to  the  item 
referred  to  by  him* 

Mr.  CocKB  made  some  further  obserTations,  and 
nad  a  letter  from  one  of  the  auditors  of  the  Treas- 
^  i^  relation  to  certain  accounts,  copies  of 
which  had  been  requested  by  Mr.  C, 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  filling  the 
^fik  with  1(225,000,  it  was  decided  in  the 
flepare. 

fheqaestion  then  recurring  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Cockb,  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$160,000,  and,  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  af- 
^Datire. 

Mr.  McLave  moved  to  am^id  the  ISth  line, 
^f  uuertiog.  after  the  word  ^'  stations,"  the  fol- 
lowing: '*  also,  of  naval  constructors,  store-keep- 
'OS.  iQstrocters,  master  workmen,  clerks  of  the 
'  yarda,  of  the  check,  and  of  commanders  and 
'porters  attached  to  the  navy  yards  and  shore 
•ttations." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and,  thus 
ttie&ded,  the  clause  will  read,  *'  For  pay,  subsii»t- 


enoe,  and  allowances  of  every  description,  to  all 
commissioned  and  warrant  officers  employed  at 
the  several  navy  yards  and  shore  stations  j  also, 
of  naval  constructors,  store-keepers,  instructers, 
master  workmen,  clerks  of  the  vards,.of  the 
check,  and  of  commanders  and  porters  at- 
tached to  the  navy  yards  and  shore  stationsi 
9231,203  26." 

Mr.  MgLanb  moved  to  amend  the  21st  line  by 

nserting  the  words  in  iialie$,  which  was  agreed 

o,  and  Uie  clause  made  to  read  as  follows :   *'  For 

contingent  expenses,  including  transportaiion  of 

(uiidUy  travMa^  ezptmeif  dUttumery^  commisnoM^ 

oowrti  marUaly  cocU  for  wiuha,  fud  for  enffines  and 

pMicuMce^  and  all  extra  allowances,  8180,000." 

The  blank  in  the  23d  line,  vix :   "  For  repairs 

and  wear  and  tear  of  vessels,"  was  filled  with  the 

sum  of  $350,000. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLanb,  the  30th  and  Slst 
lines,  viz :  *'  For  erecting  and  completing  houses 
over  ships  in  ordinary,  for  their  preservation  from 
the  weather."  were  stricken  out,  and  the  follow- 
ing inserted :  *'  For  ship-houses,  to  repay  the 
amount  taken  from  the  gradual  increase  Amd, 
S78  500." 

The  blank  in  the  88th  line,  viz :   "  For  fuel  for 

the  non-commissioned  officers,    musicians,  and 

privates  of  marine  corps,"  was  filled  with  86,000. 

The  following  clause  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

McLane  inserted : 

**  For  medicine,  hospital  stores,  and  initruments  for 
the  officers  and  marines  of  the  marine  corps  stationed 
on  shore,  $3,369  71." 

On  motion  of  Mr^  Cobb,  the  blank  in  the  46th 
line,  viz:  "  For  contingent  expenses,  that  is  to  say, 
fuel  ^or  commissioned  officers,  transportation,  sta- 
tionery, bed  sacks,  straw,  rations  to  officers,  and 
postage  on  public  letters,"  was  filled  with  $9,000. 

The  remaining  blanks  were  filled  with  the  re- 
spective sums  inserted  in  them  in  the  printed  copy 
of  the  biU,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
with  the  above  amendments ;  and  the  House  ad- 
joaraed. 

TcfSDAT,  March  23. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House,  of  the  6th  of  January  last,  in* 
structing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  an  act,  entitled  ^^An  act  making  pro- 
vision for  the  civilization  of  the  Indian  tribes  ad- 
joining the  frontier  settlements,"  passed  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1819,  made.a  report  thereon,  which  was 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McLahe.  of  Delaware, 
Resdvtdy  That  the  committee  on  so  much  of 
the  public  accounts  and  expenditures  as  relate  to 
the  Department  of  the  Navy,  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire and  report,  whether  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  appropriated  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  naval  service,  has  been  expended 
according  to  the  existing  acts  of  Congress ;  the 
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description  of  travelling  expenses,  and  the  nature 
of  indivrdual  claims,  in  payments  of  which  any 
part  of  the  said  sum  has  been  applied ;  the  nature 
of  extra  allowances,  which  have  been  paid  out  of 
the  said  fund ;  and  whether  the  same  are  specified, 
or  authorized  by  any  act  of  Congress ;  whether 
any  claim  or  accounts  which  may  have  arisen, 
prior  to  the  year  1823,  have  been  paid  out  of  the 
said  fond ;  and,  if  so,  the  nature  and  circumstan- 
ces of  such  claim  and  accounts,  respectively;  and 
that  the  said  committee  be  instructed  further  to 
inquire  and  report,  whether  any,  and  what,  pro- 
visions are  necessary  to  be  adopted,  to  provide 
more  perfectly  for  the  proper  application  of  the 
money  appropriated  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  naval  serrice,  and  to  secure  tbe  Government 
from  demands,  unjust  in  their  character,  or  ex- 
travagant in  their  amount. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  several  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
"  making  provision  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1824,"  with  the 
exception  of  the  item  for  contingent  expenses, 
$180,000. 

In  relation  to  this  item,  Mr.  McLane,  of  Dela- 
ware, made  a  variety  of  explanations,  going  to 
show  that  the  amount  had  b^en  agreed  to  in  the 
committee,  from  a  misapprehension  that  there 
remained,  of  the  fund  last  year  granted,  only 
911  37;  whereas,  there  was  a  balance  of  $85,300. 
He -stated  that,  on  examination,  he  had  discovered 
that  the  appropriations  of  former  years  had  been 
applied  to  objects  never  contemplated  by  this 
House,  when  granting  them,  although  involving 
no  charge  of  malversation  in  the  Head  of  that 
Department ;  and  he  moved  to  strike  out,  in  the 
twenty  first  line,  all  after  the  word  "expenses,^' 
and  insert  as  follows,  viz : 

'<  That  is  to  say— 

For  commiBsiont,  clerk-hire,  oflSce-rent,  stationery, 
and  fuel  to  Navy  agents ; 

Premiumt,  and  other  expenses  of  recruiting ; 

Freight  of  provisions,  stores,  and  materiel  from  One 
station  to  another,  and  from  the  United  States  to  dis- 
tant stations  in  other  oonntries^  where  oar  ships  arc 
employed ; 

Allowances  to  officers  at  the  several  na^y  yards  and 
stations,  for  house  rent,  fuel,  and  candles ; 

Travelling  expenses  for  officers  and  transportation 
ioT  seamen ; 

Freight  of  timber,  wharfage,  and  dockage  for  vessels 
where  there  are  no  public  yardd ; 

Expenses,  and  a  per  diem  allowance,  attending 
courts  martial,  courts  of  inquiry,  &c.; 

Compensation  to  Judge  Advocates  ; 

Cabin  furniture  for  vessels  in  commission  ; 

Incideatal  labor  at  navy  yards,  which  is  not  appli- 
cable to  any  other  appropriation ; 

Pilotage  of  public  vessels  in  the  United  States  and 
in  foreign  countries; 

Printing  Naval  Register,  blank  pay  rolls,  receipt 
rolls,  stewards'  returns,  seamen's  allotment  tickets,  the 
proceedings  of  courts-msrtial ; 

Storage  of  provisions  and  stores  in  foreign  parts,  and 
in  the  United  States,  where  public  stores  are  not  pro- 
vided ; 


Coals  for  blacksmiths  and  anchor-makers,  and  1 
for  steam-engines ; 

Pnrchsse  and  maintenance  of  oxen,  carts,  Isrge  ti 
her  wheels,  and  workmen's  tools ; 

Chamber  money  to  officers  in  lieu  of  qnarters,  ot 
than  house  rent ; 

Purchase  of  books,  charts,  nautical  and  mathem 
cal  instruments,  chronometers,  machinery,  mod 
drawings,  and  all  stationery  of  every  description,  u 
throughout  the  naval  service ; 

Bxpense  of  purauing  deserters ; 

Expense  of  officers  in  sick  quarters ; 

Storage  of  powder ; 

Lighterage  and  scow-hire ; 

Postage  of  letters  on  public  service,  and  for  no  o| 
object  or  purpose  whatsoever,  one  hundred  and  ei| 
thoossnd  dollazs." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  del 
or  opposition. 

The  question  being  put  bn  the  amendment  in 
thirtieth  and  thirty-first  lines:  '<  For  sbip-hou 
to  repay  the  amount  taken  from  the  gradual 
crease  fund,  ^78,500." 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  tost 
out  the  whole  item,  objecting  to  using  any  pal 
a  fund  which  was  intended  for  the  buildioj 
ships,  and  applying  it  to  the  erecting  of  house 

Mr.  McLane  explained. 

Mr.  Williams  rejoined,  and  the  question  b^ 
taken,  wa&  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes 
noes  45.  « 

Tbe  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  i 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

TH£  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ton,  resd 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
'*  for  amending  the  several  acts  laying  duti« 
imports ;"  and  the  question  being  on  the  moii< 
Mr.  Cambrelemo  to  reduce  the  proposed  dut 
henop  from  two  cents  per  pound  to  one  ai 
halfcents — 

Mr.  Reeo.  of  Massachusetts,  addressed 
House  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  will  endeavor,  with  as  ti 
simplicity  and  briefness  as  is  in  my  power,  to 
my  views  in  relation  to  the  amendment  no^ 
der  consideration. ,  I  shall  state  such  facts, 
offer  to  this  Committee  such  calculations  and 
mates,  as  are  in  my  opinion  calculated  to  iUui 
the  subject. 

What  is  the  present  duty  on  hemp?  TI 
dollars  per  ton.  What  is  the  duty-  proposed  b 
bill  before  us?  Two  cents  per  pound,  M 
amounts  to  $44  80  per  ton,  nearly  fifty  per 
in  addition  to  the  present  duty. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentlemi 
New  York,  (Mr.  Cambrbleng,)  now  under 
sideration,  is  to  strike  out  two  and  insert  on^ 
one-half  cent  per  pound.  Should  the  amend 
prevail,  the  effect  will  be  to  increase  the  pr 
duty  from  $30  per  ton  to  $34  80— «qual  tc 
teen  per  cent.  It  is  material  to  consider  an 
amine  the  subject  of  net  and  grofm  hundred 
cents  and  half  cents;  for,  although  it  begins 
half  cents,  it  ends  with  hundreds  of  thousat 
dollars.    Although  I  consider  t  he  present  di 
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u  the  real  interest  of  the  cooatry  demands, 
I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  as  an  ameliora- 
tion of  the  bill  before  us. 

The  subject  now  ander  consideration,  is  one  of 
Ttst  importance — it  deeply  affects  the  navigating 
interest  of  the  United  States.  The  question  is 
not  whether  hemp  shall  pay  a  dutv,  but  how  much 
doty  ?  He  observed  he  was  willing  it  should  be 
liberally  taxed.  It  always  had  been  taxed  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Qovernment;  it  com- 
meoced  with  ten  dollars.  It  was  raised  to'twenty 
dollars.  By  the  tariff  of  1816,  it  was  raised  to  the 
preseat  duty,  thirty  dollars  per  ton. 

What  is  the  object  of  increasing  the  duty  on 
hemp?  For,  we  are  informed,  that  the  bill  has  a 
triple  object — re  venae,  encouragement  of  manu- 
factures and  agricultnre.  It  certainly  comet  to 
Qs  in  I  questionable  shape.  Is  it  reveqae  ?  If  so, 
in  my  opinion,  it  is  most  manifestly  oppressive  to 
the  navigating  interest  of  the  country. 

He  then  stated  that  the  following  sums  were 
paid  to  the  revenue  in  1822: 

Oq  hemp       -        -        -        -        •  $296,000 

Russia  Duck          -        -        -        .  86,000 

Ravens  do. 54,000 

Cordage  tarred       .        w       .        .  8,000 

Untarred  do.          -   '     -        -        .  10,000 

Twine-        -    .    -        -        -        -  16,000 

Tonnage  duty         ....  114,000 

fisiimated  duty  paid  on  iron  -        -  100,000 

$683,000 


The  above  items  are  paid  almost  wholly  by 
roe  navigating  interest,  and  there  are  others  not 
named. 

The  duties  imposed  on  navigation  on  vessels 
amoanis  to  mere  than  ijflOOfiW)  j>er  year.  The 
bdl  before  us  proposes  to  increase  it  anout  50  per 
cent,  which  will  amount  to  more  than  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars.  This  tax  is  imposed  upon  a  class 
of  men  who  pay  their  full  share  of  all  other  taxes. 
Suppose  there  are  350,000  people  supported  bv 
navigation ;  the  tax  amounts  to  $1,000  each.  If 
such  tax  were  imposed  on  the  nation,  it  would 
amount  to  more  than  ten  millions  of  dollars — a 
^m  greater  than  half  the  revenue  of  the  country. 

Upon  whom  will  this  duty  fall?  Upon  the 
eopioyer  of  the  vessel,  or  consumer  of  the  cargo? 
UfMoa  neither.  As  a  general  rule,  it  may  be  true 
that  the  consumer  pays  the  duty.  But  the  rule 
has  exceptions;  and  it  becomes  wise  legislators 
to  examine  the  subject  with  attention. 

In  Massachusetts  or  Pennsylvania,  the  wagoner 
willingly  pays  the  toll  at  the  gate  of  theldrnpike, 
because  he  knows  he  is  benefited.  Suppose  the 
Government  were  to  establish  a  gate  nea^  the 
market,  and  demand  one  dollar  of  broad  wheel 
and  narrow  wheel  wagons — would  not  the  own- 
ers of  the  wagons  inquire  why  it  was  demanded  ? 
And  w^faen  they  were  informed  it  was  for  rev- 
«itae — that  all  paid — that  it  would  finally  come 
out  of  the  consumer — that  they  could  add  the  dol- 
lar paid  to  the  price  of  the  flour — ^would  they  not 
pay,  with  one  accord,  to  be  excused  ? 


Navigation  is  an  exception.  Those  engaged 
cannot  charge  their  employers  with  the  extraor- 
dinary duties  they  may  pay.  We  have  more  en- 
gaged in  the  coasting  trade  than  we  have  employ- 
ment for.  In  the  foreign  trade,  we  are  competi- 
tors against  the  world.  We  have  run  successfully; 
but  we  cannot  run  successfully  and  carry  the  weight 
proposed. 

Ilere  Mr.  R.  begged  the  Committee  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  mercantile  and  navigating 
interest.  Thev  were  not  necessarily  connected. 
He  had  heard  a  number  of  gentlemen,  in  the 
course  of  their  arguments,  coaiound  them. 

The  merchant  might  not  own  vessels,  and  a 
great  portion  of  the  navigation  was  owned  by 
those  who  were  not  merchants,  and  who  were  far 
from  being  wealthy..  The  coasting  vessels,  which 
are  now  a  very  considerable  part  of  our  tonnage, 
are  owned  bjr  those  who  have  but  a  small  share 
of  property. 

Here  Mr.  R.  read  the  act  of  March,  1815,  which 
provides  for  the  repeal  of  all  discriminating  ton- 
nage duties,  and  all  discriminating  duties,  as  to 
the  importation  of  goods,  dbc,  provided  other  na- 
tions would  repeal  their  discriminating  duties  in 
relation  to  us.  He  observed,  that  the  act  above 
mentioned  was  intended  to  benefit  all — that  al- 
most all  nations  had  adopted  it — that  he  had  had 
the  honor  to  vote  for  it — that,  although  he  con- 
sidered it  somewhat  hazardous  to  offer  to  meet  the 
world  as  competitors,  he  was  induced  to  do  it, 
because  he  knew  many  who  had  no  interest  in 
navigation  or  commerce,  were  dissatisfied  on  ac- 
count of  the  advantages  which,  it  was  believed, 
were  conferred  upon  it  by  the  Government.  We 
have  succeeded,  notwithstanding  the  disadvan- 
tages under  which  we  labor,  owmg  to  our  supe- 
rior industry,  activity,  and  enterprise;  but  we 
ought  to  remember  the  situation  in  which  we 
have  placed  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  the 
country.  It  cannot  l^r  the  extraordinary  impo- 
sitions contemplated  in  the  bill  before  us.  Hei[e 
Mr.  R.  observed,  that,  talk  about  this  subject  as 
we  might,  it  must  result  in  mathematical  calcu- 
lations. He  begged  leave  to  state  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  the  bill  if  adopted,  upon  the  district 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  and,  for  his  part,  he 
was  happy  to  hear  gentlemen  speak  of  the  effect 
of  laws  upon  their  own  States  and  districts;  for, 
in  this  way  onlv,  could  we  obtain  that  minute  in- 
formation whicn  was  necessary  for  correct  legis- 
lation. He  well  remembered,  that,  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures,  when  he  introduced  the 
tariff  bill,  observed,  that,  if  it  bore  with  great 
hardship  upon  any  important  interest  in  the  coun- 
try, he  would  amend  it.  It  did  bear  hard  upon 
the  navigating  interest,  and  upon  the  part  of  the 
country  he  represeuted.  He  then  proceeded  to 
state  that  the  district  he  represented  did  not  pos- 
sess more  than  its  average  share  of  wealth  in  the 
country — that  they  did  possess  sixty  thousand  tons 
of  shipping.  It  is  estimated  that  every  100  tons 
of  shipping  requires  four  tons  of  hemp;  60,000 
tons  would  require  2,400  tons.  The  duty  at  the 
present  rate,  $30  ptT  ton,  is  $72,000. 
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Proposed  by  the  new  tariff  to  add  ^14  80  per 

tOD,  which  will  amount  to  -       -     $35,520 

Add  to  this  the  duty  now  paid        -        72,000 


Amounts  to 


9107,520 


The  rigging  of  vessels  is  estimated  to  last  four 
years ;  this  would  be  an  annual  tax  of  more  than 
^6,880  for  the  article  of  hemp  alone. 

It  is  estimated  that  four  tons  of  iron  are  used 
for  a  vessel  of  a  hundred  tons.  For  60,000  there 
would  be  required  2,400  tons. 

Present  duty  on  iron,  $15  per  ton,  amounts 
to $36,000 

Proposed  to  add  fifty  per  cent,  by  the 
bill  before  us 18,000 


$54,000 


If  vessels  last  ten  years,  the  tax  on  iron  would 
amount  to,  annually,  $5,000 ; 

The  annual  tax  on  hemp  and  iron  alone  would 
amount  to  $31,880; 

If  the  whole  United  States  were  taxed  at  the 
same  rate,  it  would  amount  to  more  than  7,000,000. 

If  a  tax  to  that  amount  were  about  to  be  im- 
posed equally  on  the  different  parts  of  the  United 
States,  would  it  not  excite  ourattentioni  Should 
we  not  hesitate  ?  Should  we  not  be  slow  to  act? 
Here  Mr.  Reed  read  an  extract  from  a  memorial 
of  the  merchants,  mechanics,  and  ship  owners,  of 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  as  follows : 

**Yoor  memorialists  further  nnrmentf  that  the 
duties  resorted  to  by  the  bill,  on  the  Tarions  articles 
usually  imported  for  the  construction  and  equipment 
of  such  a  ship  as  has  before  been  described,  i«  found  by 
a  calculation  on  the  quantity  of  those  articles  actually 
used  in  the  building  and  equipment  of  ships  of  this 
size  [350  tonsj  without  armament,  to  amount  to  four- 
teen hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
about  five  dollars  per  ton  on  every  ton  of  shipping 
manuActured  in  the  United  States,  of  which,  at  least 
one  half  the  cost  b  mechanical  labor,  and  is  equiva- 
lent to  almost  thirty  days'  labor  fbr  every  ton  of  ship- 
ping nanufiictured,  to  say  nothing  of  the  great  amount 
of  labor,  which  is  constantly  required  for  sailing  and 
keeping  the  same  in  repair.  Should  this  great  Ux  be 
imposed  on  the  machinery  of  their  trade,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  employment  ef  this  maebioery  would  be, 
to  a  great  extent,  redneed,  by  the  other  opeiatiotts  of  the 
proposed  tariff,  and  even  if  sone  relief  be  not  afibf  ded 
on  the  present  rate  of  duty,  the  scale  must  .preponder- 
ate in  favor  of  the  employment  of  foreign  ships,  now 
almost  universally  admitted  into  the  porta  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  same  terms  with  our  own  ;  and,  at 
the  reduced  price  at  which  foreign  ships  could  be  con- 
structed, would  soon  supplant  our  own'  ships,  even 
in  the  valuable  carrying  trade  of  the  productions  of 
our  own  country,  which  will,  if  this  bill  should  become 
a  law,  psss  into  the  hands  of  our  powerful  commer- 
cUI  rivals." 

He  also  read  an  extract  from  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  The  influence  of  the  tahff  will  be  pernicioua  to 
he  commerce  of  the  country.    This  branch  of  indus- 


try has  confessedly  suffived,  more  than  any  other,  bj 
the  events  of  recent  yean ;  it  has  borne  its  dimtcn 
patiently;  they  have  been  inevitable  eonseqaenoeiof 
events,  which,  althoogh  caused. by  maa,  mail  bu 
neither  by  action  nor  legislatioa  been  able  to  prereii, 
and  scarcely  to  mitigate.  It  is  just  now  crecpiig 
again  into  life ;  and  what  is  to  be  the  effect  of  this 
new  tariff  1  The  effect  b  morally  certain;  lomiKh 
so,  as  almost  to  infer  the  intention  in  those  who  pro- 
mote the  cause ;  it  is  to  paralyze  and  deaden,  by  ooe 
blow,  ihat  portion  of  the  commercial  cspital  of  thU 
country  which  is  employed  in  the  purchase,  impom- 
tion,  and  distribution,  of  all  that  the  new  tarifT  iball 
exclude  from  the  country ;  the  ships  which  are  boilt 
and  navigated  ibr  its  carriage ;  the  numerooB  trtitau 
who  are  employed  in  their  equipment ;  the  seamen 
who  man  them,  and  the  fixed  capital  invested  in 
wharves,  warehouses,  and  other  property,  created  is 
iseilities  to  trade." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  stated  these  facts  as  sim- 
ply and  as  concisely  as  possible,  to  show  that  this 
tariff  will  operate  with  peculiar  hardship  upon 
the  navigating  interests  or  the  country,  it  is  op- 
pressive. Why  are  such  burdens  proposed  to  be 
laid  upon  these  interests  1  Cui  bono  7  Who  it  to 
be  benefited  by  it  ?  Upon  former  discussions  on 
the  subject  of  cotton  bagging,  we  were  freqaently 
informed  that  the  additional  duty  on  hemp  was 
imposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  agricultural  ioier- 
ests,  and  especiallyfor  that  of  the  State  of  Kea- 
tucay,  and  other  Western  States ;  that  it  was  for 
"their  encouragement."  Are  gentlemen  aware 
that  the  navigating  interests  now  pay  more  than 
25  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  hemp  in  Russia  i 
That  they  actually  paid  $296,773  in  the  yeai 
1822?  That  they  are  compelled  to  bring  thi: 
article,  bulky  as  it  b,  from  the  Baltic  seat  if  tb< 
moderate  freight  of  $30  per  ton  be  allowed,  tb< 
freight  and  duty  will  amount  to  $60  per  too,  mon 
than  half  the  value  of  it  in  Russia,  and  more  thai 
a  third  of  its  value  here.  Is  not  this  eocoora^^ 
ment  enough  ?    Do  gentlemen  desire  more  1 

The  chainnan  of  the  committee  observed,  in  bi 
first  speech  upon  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  tba 
where  Europe  had  one  acre  of  land  &t  to  raia 
hemp,  we  had  ten.  Was  it  ever  questiooed  thi 
we  had  abundance  of  land  for  hemp  ?  I  have  ii 
doubt  on  the  subject.  Indeed,  it  does  not  reqaii 
a  vast  tract  of  laod  to  raise  all  the  hemp  we  aee 
I  hold  in  my  hand  a  statement  of  a  gentlent 
from  Maaaacdmaetts,  by  whioh  it  appears  that  I 
raised  mote  than  nine  hundred  pounds  upon  tj 
«cre.  Suppoae  that  eight  hundred  pounds  sra 
upon  one  aore,  then  fourteen  thousand  four  ha 
dred  and  seven  tjr  acres  would  bear  more  than  oi 
hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  ai 
thirty-five  pounds — ^the  quantity  imported  the  U 
year.  If  a  township,  six  miles  square,  cooti 
twenty-three  thousand  and  forty  acres  of  land,! 
the  first  quality,  a  little  more  than  half  of  sQ 
township  would  be  sufficient.  I  mention  ti 
fact  to  show  that  we  have  abundance  of  land^ 
dil  parts  of  the  country,  for  the  porpoae  of  raisi 
hemp.  Why,  then,  is  not  hemp,  of  the  first  qi^ 
ity,  raised  in  considerable  quantities  in  this  ce^ 
try  1    It  is  not  for  the  want  of  a  steady  marl 
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We  wwe  repcAtedlf  informed,  io  the  coorse  of 

(lie  diseassion  on  fhe  subject  of  cotton  bagging, 
thit  the  rtaaon  why  that  article  could  not  be 
mifiofactared  in  Kentucky  wait,  that  Inverness 
and  DoDdee  frequently  overstoclEed  the  market, 
aod  there  wis  no  sale  tor  the  article.  That  argu- 
meot  will  not  avail  in  this  present  case.  There 
ilways  has  been  a  market.  I  call  upon  those 
geAtJemen  to  tell  why  they  have  not  furnished 
the  article. 

If  the  hemp  of  Kentucky  be  fit  for  cotton  bag- 
giog,  and  some  other  uses,  it  is  not  fit  for  the  rig- 
ing  of  Teasels.  Here  Mr.  R.  read  a  letter  from 
^oha  Rodgers,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Karjr,  showing  that,  in  all  eontracts  made  for 
cordage,  they  had  uniformly  introduced  a  stipola- 
tioo  Ending  the  contractors  to  manufacture  the 
cordage  of  the  best  Russian  hemn;  that  the  rea- 
son why  the  Russian  hemp  was  better  than  the 
AinericaQ  hemp  was  wholly  owing  to  the  manner 
of  prepariDg  it.  The  Russian  method  is  called 
"water  rotting;"  that  practised  in  the  United 
Sales  "dew  rotting." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  same  reasons  which  infiu- 
eoced  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  in  their 
cootracts  made  for  cordaffej  infioence  every  dis- 
creet owoer  of  a  vessel,  ft  is  not,  as  is  generally 
the  case  where  a  bad  article  is  sold,  the  purchaser 
may  sostaio  some  loss — ^upon  the  rigging  of  a 
ship,  most  depend  the  ship  itself,  cargo,  and  lives, 
oftbose  00  board. 

The  labor  of  preparing  good  hemp,  by  water 
rotting,  is  considerable,  and  the  process  is  some- 
what difficalL  It  must  be  done  with  great  cau* 
ttoQ.  It  is  not  in  every  coantry  where  there  is 
fertility  of  soil  for  raising  this  hemp,  that  there 
are  coaveniences  for  rotting  it.  The  process  of 
preparing  hemp  might  produce  great  sickness  in  a 
warn  climate,  and  he  did  believe  it  would  never 
be  raL<ed  and  prepared  fit  for  navigation,  in 
SoQiherti  cofintnes,  on  that  account,  and  on  ac- 
coQoi  of  the  great  labor  necessary  to  prepare  it  for 
markfL  If  it  should  ultimately  succeed,  contrary 
to  his  apectations,  he  assured  the  committee  that 
Booe  coold  be  more  highly  gratified  than  those 
^g^  in  navigation;  none  were  more  deeply 
mierested. 

Hemp  has  been  raised  for  many  year^  in  Massa- 
ekaeiia  and  New  York,  bat  not  to  any  great  ex-^ 
^^  The  art  of  preparing  it  in  the  best  manner, 
j^poffctly  well  understock.  Why  has  not  more 
beea  raised  ?  The  reason  must  tie,  that  farmers 
have  thought  it  more  profitable  to  raise  corn, 
graia^  and  other  things.  But,  if  it  could  be  raised 
^n  the  West,  where  they  have  no  market  for  their 
S^aio,  where  the  land  is  cheap,  and  produces  in 
tbaodance,  it  would  be  profitaMe,  and  it  requires 
fio  further  encouragement.  But,  if  one  part  of 
the  eommonity  most  be  taxed,  to  support  another, 
1  beg  the  House  again  to  consider  the  sitoatidn  of 
<he  oarigatuig  interest.  The  last  account  from 
^f«w  Orleans,  Febraarjr  17,  observes,  freights 
hare  continued  dull  during  the  season,  and  now, 
vhen  they  were  expected  to  be  brisk,  vessels  are 
^  ia  demand.  Little  cotton  has  been  shipped 
^^>ts(wise,  at  half  a  cent  per  pound,  and  to  Liver- 


pool for  five-eighths  of  a  penny — not  one-fourth  of 
what  was  formerly  paid.  Coasting  vessels,  from 
Alexandria  and  Baltimore,  to  Boston,  a  distance 
of  seven  hundred  to  eight  hundred  miles,  now  carry 
flour  for  25,  20,  and  as  low  as  12^  cents  per  bar- 
rel. They  formerly  received  four  times  as  much. 
Does  the  interest  and  policy  of  this  country  de- 
mand, at  this  time,  that  the  navigating  interest, 
which  but  just  keeps  above  water,  should  be  so 
oppressively  taxed,  for  the  mere  experiment  of 
rotting  hemp?  Why  should  a  most  valuable  in- 
terest oe  deetroyed,  even  if  there  was  some  proba- 
bility of  aiding  an  interest  much  less  valuable? 

Here  Mr.  R.  reaxl  extracts  from  the  memorial 
of  the  merchants  and  ship  owners  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  tending  to  show  the  danger  and  impolicy 
of  the  duty  propoaed* 

He  said,  it  had  been  often  contended,  that  ffreat 
injustice  has  been  done  to  some  parts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  the  tarifi'of  1816,  and  particularly 
to  the  West.  That  it  had  been  often  suggested, 
that  that  tariff  was  particularly  favorable  to  the 
interests  of  New  England,  and  unfavorable  to  the 
interests  of  the  Middle  and  Western  States.  That 
the  Western  States  must  have  a  quid  pro  quo; 
and  that  this  was  given  by  the  duty  on  hemp. 
In  the  first  place,  he  said,  he  denied  the  fact,  that 
the  tariff  or  1816  was  particularly  favorable  to 
any  part  of  the  country.  Whether  it  be  so  or  not, 
the  committee  will  do  me  the  justice  to  exctise 
me  from  the  responsibility  of  making  what  is 
called  a  ^<  one-sided  tariff."  I  voted  tigainst  it,  Mr. 
Chairman.  I  will  not  trouble  the  Committee  to 
hear  the  reasons  which  influenced  my  vote.  One 
reason,  however,  as  it  has  so  direct  a  bearing,  (as 
it  is  introduced  into  almost  every  debate  upon 
this  tariff,)  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  state.  I  was 
opposed  to  the  system  of  estimating  every  yard 
square  of  coarse  cotton,  (which  costs  six  cents,) 
at  twenty-five  cents — ^which  is  called  "the  mini- 
mum." I  am  every  day  convinced,  that  it  has 
had  a  mischievous  effect.  It  deceives  the  public. 
Gentlemen  are  every  day  declaring,  that  coarse 
cottons  have  been  brought  into  use  by  the  mini- 
mum estimation  and  duty,  excluding  the  India 
cottons.  This  has  been  called  protection.  "  Pro- 
tect other  manufactures."  say  they,  '^and  they 
will  be  eqtially  successful."  I  admit,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  the  coarse  cottons  of  this  country  are 
now  manufactured  cheap,  and  that  they  are  of 
of  the  best  fabric.  But  I  deny  what  is  alleged 
to  be  the  cause.  They  would  have  been  manu- 
factured, although  there  had  been  no  '*  minimum," 
as  it  is  called,  in  the  tariff  of  1816.  The  success 
of  these  .manufactures  has  been  owing  to  other 
causes.  He  then  showed  what  had  occasioned 
their  success;  that  cottoii  was  cheaper  in  this 
country  than  in  any  other ;  that  the  machinery 
for  spmning  and  weaving  it,  was  very  perfect, 
and  nad  long  been  known,  in  part;  that  labor 
was  performed  by  female  children,  whose  labor 
cost  little,  &c.  Suppose  some  parts  of  the  Coun- 
try have  manufactured  more  than  others,  and 
that  the  purchasers  of  the  manufactured  articles 
haTe  paid  something  to  aid  them,  the  navigatinz 
interest,  now  proposed  to  be 'so  severely  taxed, 
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have  been  purchasers — they  are  not  znaaQfactarers. 
Is  it  not  maDifestly  unjust,  in  the  first  place,  to 
tax  them  to  build  up  manufactories,  in  common 
with  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  then  call  for 
the  quid  pro  quo?  Call  upon  them  to  pay  an  enor- 
mous duty  on  hemp,  as  an  offset  to  the  West,  on 
account  of  what  they  ha^e  done  to  aid  manufac- 
tures? If  the  West  have  any  claim,  it  is  on  the 
manufacturers  whom  they  have  aided. 

The  effect  of  the  proposed  duties,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, is  to  destroy  commerce.  If  commerce  be 
destroyed,  the  hemp-growing  business  will  be  of 
little  consequence. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject,  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  this  Committee.  All  now  know 
and  acknowledge  the  value  of  our  Navy.  We 
have  been  this  day  appropriating  money  for  its 
sapbort.  We  are  preparing  to  increase  it.  What 
is  the  value  of  ships  and  dockyards,  ^.,  without 
those  70,000  brave  men 

*<  Whose  march  is  o'er  the  mountain  wave. 
Whose  home  is  on  the  deep!" 

Cannon  and  munitions  of  war  may  soon  be  pro- 
cured ;  an  army  of  raw  soldiers  may  soon  be  dis- 
ciplined ;  but  to  acquire  the  skill  and  dexterity  of 
food  seamen,  requires  years.  Yes,  Mr.  Chairman, 
repeat  it,  it  requires  years. 

Why  did  the  navies  of  Spain  and  Holland  suc- 
ceed formerly  1  Because  they  had  seamen.  Why 
has  France  failed  in  latter  years,  as  to  her  navy  ? 
It  has  not  been>  owing  to  want  of  bravery,  or  skill 
in  ffunnery,  but  to  the  want  of  a  sufficient  number 
of  skilful  seamen.  The  same  causes  will  produce 
the  same  effects. 

A  navy  is  essential  to  our  own  protection.  If 
we  would  afford  any  aid  to  others;  if  we  would 
redeem  the  pledges  and  hopes  excited  by  speeches 
and  resolves,  it  must  be  done  by  a  navy.  A  navy 
is  useless  without  seamen,  and  we  cannot  have 
seamen  without  navigation.  This  datv,  which 
tends  to  destroy  navigation,  tends  equally  to  the 
destruction  of  our  navy. 

I  dotiot  mean  to  intimate,  Mr.  Chairman,  that- 
our  vessels  will  be  immediately  abandoned,  or 
burned,  if  this  bill  passes.  Those  at  present  en- 
gaffed  will  abandon  it  with  reluctance;  a  part 
will  unquestionably  continue.  The  first  effect 
will  be  to  destroy  foreign  commerce,  the  fruits  of 
which  have  beeii  the  cause  of  building  up  of  our 
manufactories.  The  rich  will  not  be  materially 
injured.  The  first  man  (Mr.  Gray)  who  siffned 
the  memorial  from  Boston,  from  which  I  nave 
read  extracts,  has  commenced  manufacturer  upon 
an  extensive  scale.  He  can  abandon  commerce 
and  navigation,  and  those  who,  like  him;  have 
great  wealth,  can  do  so  likewise.  If  they  sustain 
a  considerable  loss,  it  will  not  be  ruinous  to  them  ; 
but  the  public,  the  United  States,  will  feel  it 
severely. 

Vessels  engaced  in  the  coasting  trade  are  owned 
principally  by  those  who  are  far  from  being  rich. 
Many  go  in  their  own  vessels.  They  will  rise 
early  and  go  to  bed  late,  if  they  go  to  bed  at  all, 
and  eat  the  bread  of  carefulness.  They  will  pur- 
sue the  business  so  long  as  it  will  afford  them  a 


living.    Their  children  will  seek  a  more  profitable 
employment. 

I  consider  the  duty  of  two  cents  per  pound  on 
hemp  as  oppressive  to  the  navigating  interest  of 
the  country ;  that  it  is  calculated  and  will  have 
the  effect  of  gradually  destroying  our  navigation, 
and,  in  its  train,  our  commerce  and  navv.  1  there- 
fore hope  the  proposed  amendment  will  prevail. 
When  Mr.  Keed  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Webster  desired,  before  the  debate  pro- 
ceeded, to  be  allowed  to  state  a  few  calcolations, 
which  he  believed  to  be  accurate,  and  which  he 
thought  might  have  a  bearing  on  the  decision  of 
the  present  question.  He  then  read  thefoUowiog: 

First  eoat  of  one  ton  of  hemp  in  Raesis,  oa  the  vttt- 
SLge  of  prices  for  the  last  three  years        -    $89  03 
Amount  of  cbargee  in  Rossian  ports  %14  49 
Amoont  of  present  duty         -        •    30  00 
Freight  from  Rnasia  to  the  United 

SUtes 30  00—  74  49 

Without  adding  insurance  and  oommiaaioDs. 
By  the  propoeed  bill,  the  coat  would  atand  thoi : 
Firat  coat  in  Rassia        ....  89  05 

Chargea  in  Ruaaian  porta        -        -  $14  49 

Freight 30  00 

Propoaed  doty        ....    44  80-  8929 

Amount  of  duties  now  actually  paid  on  a  ship,  bur- 
den 850  tons: 
14  tons  iron,  including  anchora,  at  $15  per 

ton $210  00 

18  tone  cordage,  at  $30  per  ton,  $890,  leas 

U6lbrUr,  $65 325  00 

40  bolu  heavy  duck,  duttee  $2  -       $80  00 
20  bolu  Ravens  daek,  daUea  $1  S5     36  00-105  00 
3,000  pounda  copper  bolts,  4  centa       -        -    120  00 
Mahogany,  hardware,  ahip  chandlery,  paints, 
dry  gooda  for   cftbin,    dee.,  eatimated  at 
$1,000,  and  paying  a  duty  on  average  of 

20  per  cent. 200  OC 

44  hhda.  salt,  need  for  aalting  timber^  dutiaa 

$2  20 96  6( 


|1,05€  8( 


These  computations^  Mr.  Wbb0ter  stated,  wci^ 
furnished  by  one  of  his  constituents,  a  gentleinfl 
of  the  utmost  probity  and  accuracy,  and  he  «i 
sure  they  mignt  be  relied  on.  J 

The  debate  was  then  resumed  by  Mr.  Baojl 
▲NAN,  who  advocated  the  duty  prop(»ed  ia  ' 
bill,  and  opposed  the  amendment,  as  did  also 
Tod  and  Mr.  Speaker  Clay.    It  was  suppoi 
by  Messrs.  Webster,  Merger,  P.  P.  Barbojb 
Foot  of  Connecticut^  Cambrbleno,  and  McK~ 
The  debate  was  contmaed  in  a  series  of  speecl 
abounding  with  fact  and  argument,  and  occasia 
ally  enlivened  with  attack  and  retort,  in  vl^ 
humof  was  chastened  by  decorum. 

The  following  are  Mr.  Buchanan's  remarks! 
reply  to  Mr.  Recd  : 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  that,  in  rising  to  replf  < 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Ri 
he  did  not  intend  to  follow  him  throuffh  the  ex< 
sive  range  which  he  had  taken.    Judging  fi 
the  speech  alone,  a  stranger  to  the  question  mi|^ 
be  induced  to  believe  that  the  measure  under! 
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cmiou  was  one,  the  «doptioD  ot  which  wonld,  in 
ibcoQsequenees,  destroy  the  commerce  aod  Davt- 
gatioQ  of  the  country,  and  endanger  the  existence 
oi  Its  otry.  Mr.  B.  said  that,  able  and  ingenious 
as  had  been  the  speech  of  the  gentleman,  he  must 
be  permitted  to  say  that  a  larjg;e  proportion  of  it 
\ad  but  a  ?ery  remote  application  to  the  subject. 

What,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  real  question  now  un- 
der discussion  ?  By  the  existing  Uriffof  1816,  the 
duty  upon  the  importation  of  foreign  hemp  isi50 
cents  upon  each  1 12  lbs.  The  preseat  bill  proposes 
to  increase  that  duty,  which  is  now  equal  to  134 
cents  o&  the  100  lbs,  and  to  make  it  200  cenu  upon 
each  100  lbs.  And  yet  this  comparatirely  umm- 
porttDt  measure  has  given  birth  to  aU  the  fearful 
predictioQs  of  the  ffentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  B.  said,  if  there  is  a  single  clause  in  the 
bill  in  perfffct  accordance  with  the  principles  and 
tk policy  by  which  its  friends  profess  to  be  guided, 
itb  the  one  now  under  discussion.  If  it  canzKK 
besopporled,  we  may  begin  to  despair  oi  the  pas- 
»se  of  the  bill  through  this  House. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  would  conduce  to  a  proper  under- 
staodiogof  the  subject,  and,  in  his  opinion,  at 
once  demolish  the  greater  part  of  the  argument  of 
t^e  geotlemaa  from  Massachusetts^  to  ascertain 
ud  fix  with  precision  the  nature  ot  the  question 
ffoder  discassioD.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  necessa- 
ry that  we  should  discover  toe  ad  Ysdorem  duty  to 
which  the  present  specific  duty  would  be  equal. 
In  doing  so,  I  shall  refer  to  the  authentic  official 
docomeou  prepared  by  the  Seicretary  of  the  Trea- 
^ry  ODder  the  authority  of  Mr.  Sanford's  law, 
and  Dot  to  a  private  letter,  such  as  that  upon  which 
tbe  geDtleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) has  founded  his  calculations.  The  writer 
of  that  letter,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  must  have  felt 
ideep  ioierestin  this  subject, otherwise  he  would 
not  have  taken  the  trouble  of  supplying  the  gen- 
tlenuQ  with  information.  When  we  reflect  that 
seif'interest  is  the  most  fruitful  source  of  prejudice, 
and  that,  if  the  letter  be  correct,  xhen  are  the  of- 
%iai  Treasury  reports  altogether  deceptive,  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  the  Committee  will  have  but 
Jjide  difficulty  in  deciding  which  is  entitled  to 
^«  preference. 

From  thoe  reports,  it  appears  that  the  avera^ 
cost  of  foretgn  hemp  in  the  ports  from  which  it 
^»  eiported,  must  hav«  been  in  1821  $5  92  per 
cvL ;  lor  1822,  95  91 ;  and  in  1823,  $5  83.  For 
the  pvpoie  of  my  argument,  I  will  assume  that 
its  areraje  value,  for  the  last  three  years,  on  board 
of  the  vcael  at  the  place  of  exportation,  has  been 
SI  IS  pfertoQ*  This  comes  within  a  fraction  of  the 
^^  Si  any  gentleman  may  discover  t^  making 
the  ealcolation.  In  order  to  ascertain  what  ad 
▼aloieai  duty  would  be  equal  to  the  present  spe- 
citic  doty  of  $30  per  ton,  we  must  add  to  this 
»118  the  ten  per  cent,  required  to  be  added  by  ex- 
T^'?^  ^^^  ^  estimating  an  ad  valorem  duty. 
This  would  make  the  dutiable  value  of  the  article 
^129  80  per  ton ;  and  of  consequence  the  present 
specific  duty  is  equal  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of 
«»«t  23  per  cent.  The  duty  proposed  by  this  bill 
^'Jold,  therefore^  be  equal  to  an  ad  valorem  duty 
u  about  34  per  cent.,  and  would  be  an  addition 
18th  Con.  1st  Ses«8.»60 


of  only  11  per  cent.,  ad  valorem,  to  the  existing 
impost.  These  simple  facts,  taken  from  official 
documents  in  the  hands  of  every  member  of  the 
Committee,  would  of  themselves  be  a  satisfactory 
answer  to  nearly  all  the  arguments  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Reed.)  His  con- 
clusions have  resulted  from  mistaken  premises. 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  will  now  exhibit  to  the  view 
of  the  Committee  another  statement,  derived  from 
the  same  official  source,  which  I  venture  to  pre- 
dict will  astonish  every  person  whose  attention 
has  not  been  directed  particularly  to  the  subject. 
In  1819  there  were  25,578  tons  of  foreign  hemp, 
on  which  a  duty  was  paid,  imported  into  this 
country.  In  1820  there  were  46,853;. in  1821, 
59,963;  and  in  1822  it  had  increased  to  98,058 
tons.  Thus,  under  the  operation  of  the  existing 
duty,  in  the  short  space  oi  three  years  the  increase 
has  been  nearly  fourfold. 

In  this  manner,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  astonishins 
spectacle  is  presented  to  the  world  of  an  agricul- 
tural nation,  possessing  millions  of  acres  of  land 
capable  of  producing  the  finest  hemp,  dependent 
for  its  supply  of  that  necessary  article  upon  a  dis- 
tant country.  There  must  be  something  rotten  in 
the  system  of  policy  from  which  such  consequences 
proceed.  The  rapid  increase  of  the  importation 
of  the  foreign  article  demonstrates  that  an  addi- 
tional duty  is  absolutely  necessary  to  check  its 
further  progress,  unless  you  wish  to  give  the  grow- 
ers of  the  article  in  Russia  an  exclusive  monopoty 
of  our  market  in  preference  to  our  own  farmers. 
The  additional  duty  proposed  is  moderate ;  it  is 
no  more  than  a  protective  duty  in  favor  of  our 
own  agriculture,  and  will  not,  at  least  for  many 
years  to  come,  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign 
bemp. 

If,  sai4  Mr.  B.,  I  understand  the  gnat  principle 
of  this  bill,  it  is  that  a  moderate  additional  pro- 
tection shall  be  afforded  to  those  manufactures, 
the  raw  material  of  which  either  is,  or  n(ray  be 
made,  abundant  in  this  country.  Where  this  raw 
material  is  a  product  of  agriculture,  it  has  a  pecu- 
liar claim  to  our  favor ;  because,  by  that  means, 
the  agricultural  interest,  which,  of  all  others,  we 
should  the  most  cherish,  and  which,  in  the  Middle 
aiKi  Western  States,  is  now  very  much  depressed, 
will  be  promoted.  When,  in  addition  to  these 
considerations,  we  reflect  that  hemp  is  an  article 
essential  to  our  naval  defence,  it  has  claims  to  our 
regard  which  are  at  least  equal  to  any  one  in  the 
biU.  And  yet  the  policy  which  we  have  been  pur- 
suing, if  we  continue  to  persist  in  it,  will  render 
us  entirely  dependent  upon  Russia  for  our  supply. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Rebo) 
has  contended  that  the  domestic  hemp  is  not 
equal  in  quality  to  the  foreign ;  and,  in  order  to 
establish  this  position,  he  has  read  the  letter  from 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  dated  27th  Jan- 
uary, 1824. 

This  authority  is,  I  think,  exceedingly  unfortu- 
nate for  the  support  of  the  argument.  I  will  read 
one  paragraph  of  it,  which  will  place  the  subject 
in  its  proper  light: 

**  The  reasons,  ssy  the  Commissioners,  which  enti- 
tle Russia  hemp  to  a  preference,  are  to  be  found,  MtAtly, 
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it  is  believed,  in  the  manner  of  prepuing  it  for  market 
In  its  natural  state,  American  hemp  ii,  unqaestionably, 
as  good  as  that  of  anj  other  country  ;  and  numerous 
experiments  prove  the  fact,  that,  when  prepared  as 
Russia  hemp  ii,  it  ii  fuUj  equal  to  the  best  Russia 
hemp,  and,  indeed,  superior  to  that  generally  import- 
ed. The  Russian  method  is  called  "  water  rotting ;" 
that  practised  in  the  United  States,  *<  dew  rotting." 

This  proves  conclusively^  that  the  American 
hemp,  when  taken  from  the  ground,  is  eiqual,  if 
not  superior^  in  quality,  to  that  produced  in  Rus- 
sia. The  difference  is  in  the  manner  of  preparing 
it  for  market.  The  Russian  hemp  is  water  rotted  ; 
the  American  has  heretofore  generally  been  dew 
rotted. 

Is  there  any  obstacle  to  prevent  us  from  water 
rotting  hemp  i  Certainly  not  i  there  is  water  in 
abundance,  for  that  purpose,  in  many  parts  of  the 
Union  which  are  well  adapted  to  its  growth.  We 
have  been  informed  by  the  Speaker,  that  the  pro- 
cess of  water  rotting  American  hemp,  has  already 
commenced  in  several  places.  Such  an  additional 
encouragement  to  the  American  farmer  as  this 
bill  will  afford,  should  it  be  enacted  into  a  law, 
will  enable  him,  in  a  short  time,  to  come  into  fair 
competition  with  the  Russian  hemp  grower,  and 
to  bring  into  the  home  market,  water  rotted  hemp, 
of  home  production,  fully  equal,  if  not  superior  in 
quality,  to  that  for  which  we  are  now  dependent 
DO  a  foreign  nation.  Is  there  any  American  who 
would  not  rejoice  at  such  an  event  ? 

Will  this  additional  duty,  said  Mr.  B.,  iniure 
the  navigating  interest  of  the  country  ?  I  admit 
that  it  may,  for  a  very  short  time,  enhance  the 
price  of  hemp  a  trifle;  but  it  cannot  produce  any 
of  the  evils  to  that  interest  which  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Reed)  seems  to  dread. 
The  effect  of  this  measure  will  be  to  create  a  com- 
petition, not  only  between  the  foreign  and  domes- 
tic hemp  growers,  but  among  the  domestic  hemp 
growers  themselves — and  the  consequence  will  be 
an  eventual  reduction  in  the  price.  The  experi- 
ence of  this  country,  in  regard  to  other  articles, 
justifies  this  anticifMition.  Our  capacity  for  the 
production  of  hemp  is  unbounded.  All  that  is 
necessary,  therefore,  to  make  its  cultivation  suc- 
cessful, is,  to  direct  a  portion  of  the  domestic  in- 
dustry, which  is  now  languishing  for  want  of 
enoployment,  towards  that  branch  of  agriculture. 
Whilst  I  am  up,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  will  advert  to 
an  observation  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr..  Webster)  a  few  days  affo  in  re- 
ply to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  ofDomes- 
tic  Manufactures.  He  stated  that  the  old  notions 
concerning  a  balance  of  trade  were  idle  and  ridicu- 
lous, and  that  thev  had  been  exploded  by  all  en- 
lightened political  economists  ol  the  present  day. 
This  may  be  true  so  far  as  it  respects  political  theo- 
rists; but  no  practical  statesman,  either  in  our 
own  or  any  other  country,  has  ever  acted  upon 
such  principles.  There  can  be  no  case  put  which 
will  oe  a  stronger  illustration  to  show  the  pro- 
priety of  attending  to  the  balance  of  trade,  than 
the  ruinous  commerce  which  is  now  prosecuted 
between  the  United  States  and  Russia.  In  that 
trade  there  is  an  annual  balance  against  us  of  more 


than  92,000,000.  What  are  the  articles  whieh 
we  receive  from  Rtissia,  and  which  create  this 
balance?  Iron,  hemp,  and  the  manufactores of 
hemp ;  articles  which  we  are  capable  of  produeiog 
and  manufacturing  in  abundance  for  ourselves. 
Will  any  gentleman  contend  that,  if  we  did  sup- 
ply ourselves  with  these  articles,  we  would  not 
Keep  among  our  own  citizens  that  balance  which 
we  now  annually  pay  to  Russia,  and  thus,  as  & 
nation,  be  so  much  the  more  rich  and  independ- 
ent? Is  it  necessary  to  use  an  argument  to  prore 
that  this  would  be  a  desirable  event? 

I  know,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  has  been  stated  that  the 
trade  with  Russia  is  circuitous,  and  that  our  do- 
mestic products  are  exported  to  other  countries, 
and  there  exchanged  for  articles  which  the  Rus- 
sians receive  in  payment.    The  trade  to  Cuba, 
and  from  thenee  to  Russia,  has  been  given  as  an 
example.  This  observation^  however,  applies  only 
to  a  part  of  our  trade  with  that  country;  the 
larger  portion  of  it  is  direct,  and  the  balance  mast 
he  paia  in  money.    And  yet  this  is  the  kind  of 
commerce  which  gentlemen  wish  to  continue  and 
extend — a  commerce  which,  while  it  produces  a 
large  balance  against  us,  excludes  from  our  mar- 
kets the  iron  and  the  hemp  of  our  own  citizens, 
and  renders  us  dependent  upon  foreign  couDtrie 
for  these  essential  articles  01  national  defence.  If 
Russia  would  receive  our  productions  in  exchange 
for  these  articles,  then  there ,  might  be  some  pre- 
tence for  desiring  a  continuance  of  this  trade. 
But,  during  the  last  year,  whilst  the  value  of  oor 
imports  from  that  countiv  was  ^,195,870,  our 
domestic  exports  amounted  only  to  the  small  sum 
of  $51,635. 

If,  said  Mr.  B.,  this  were  the  proper  occasion,  ii 
would  not  be  difficult  to  prove  uiat  the  balance  ol 
trade  with  the  world  is  now,  and  for  years  has 
been,  against  us.  I  would  not  attempt  to  do  tbil 
from  the  books  of  the  custom-house.  I  agree  will 
gentlemen  that  thev  alone  do  not  afford  a  corret^ 
guide  upon  this  subject  It  is  certain  that  the] 
mav  exhibit  a  large  apparent  balance  against  Mi 
ancl  yet  the  real  balance  be  in  our  favor.  For  ei 
ample,  suppose  our  exports  amounted  to940,000| 
000,  and  our  imports  to  $50,000,000,  if  we  had  n 
evidence  upon  tne  sabject,  except  the  books  of  tl) 
custom-house,  we  might  fairly  conclude  that  0^ 
commercial  capital,  industry,  and  enterprise,  wel 
worth  imports  to  the  value  of  $10,000,000,  at 
that  thus  the  account  would  be  balanced  and  tl 
country  enriched.  But  is  this  the  case  ?  Do  ^ 
not  know,  in  addition  to  the  testimony  which  thj 
afford,  that  specie,  that  Government  stock,  th 
bank  stock  of  the  United  States,  and  even  t 
canal  stock  of  the  State  of  New  York,  have  bd 
leaving  the  country  to  purchase  goods  and  p 
the  debts  which  we  owe  to  Great  Britain?  1 
we  not  know  that  the  rate  of  exchange  upon  Ld 
don  has  been  largelv  and  continually  against 
for  several  years  ?  This  shows,  conclusively,  tbi 
notwithstanding  all  the>  money  and  the  sto< 
which  we  have  exported,  funds  in  England,  I 
years,  have  been  always  wanted  by  the  merchal 
of  this  country.  Bills  of  exchange  on  Englal 
and  on  the  rest  of  Europe,  have  uniformly  ca 
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maoded  a  handsome  premiam  for  a  considerable 
period  of  time.  I  would  ask  eemlemen  the  reason 
why  they  hmye  been  in  sacA  demand,  if  it  were 
not  to  pay  the  cominaal  balance  against  us  in  oar 
trade  with  the  world.  Would  it  not,  then,  be  de- 
sirable to  diminish  our  imports  and  increase  our 
exports^  This  bill,  should  it  pass,  will,  in  my 
opinioo,  accomplish  that  desirable  object;  and 
tiie  additional  duty  upon  hemp^  which  it  proposes, 
will,  ia  DO  small  degree,  contribute  to  its  attain- 
ment. But,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  find  I  am  getting 
into  a  discussion  of  the  general  principles  of  this 
bill,  which  I  do  Dot,  at  present,  intend ;  and  I  will, 
tlterefore,  desist,  at  this  time,  from  prosecuting  the 
subject  farther. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  and 
decided  in  the  ne^tive — ayes  69,  noes  107.  And 
tbea  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Wedngsdav,  Bforch  24. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanyinl^  a 
statement  of  the  expenditures  at  the  national  ar- 
mories, and  of  the  arms,  &c.,  made  therein,  during 
the  year  1823;  rendered  in  obedience  to  an  act  of 
the  2d  of  April,  1794 ;  which  letter  and  statement, 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Joseph  C.  Tucker  and  Elisha 
Dwelle,  reported' a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  adopt  a  new  hydrometer  for 
ascertaining  the  proof  of  liquors;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whdc. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
aad  Rerolntionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
tbelnll  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ap  act  for  the 
relief  of  Dean  Weymouth,"  reported  the  same 
wiihoQt  amendment,  and  it  was  conomitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Edvaeos,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
^nar?  Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
iTom  tne  Senate,  entitled  '<An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Noah  Smith,  of  Maine,"  reported  the  same  with 
an  amendment  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mt.Reykolos  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  taUe,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

^**M,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
^  f^Bfsted  to  lay  before  this  House,  a*  soon  as  con- 
▼efiieot,  toy  information  which  he  may  have  in  bis 
P^^f'^wn,  showing  the  reason  why  the  engineers  ap- 
poiolcd  "to  examine  the  moat  enitablo  site  for  a  na- 
tioBiI  vmory  on  the  Western  waters,"  have  not  made 
their  report. 

.  Mr.  Alleh,  of  Massachusetts,  laid  the  follow- 
lag  resolmioQ  on  the  table  for  consideration  to- 
Eiorrow,  Tiz: 

Xetoived,  That  the  rule  numbered  ttfthty-four,  of 
tee  stendiog  rales  and  orders  of  the  House,  be  re- 
■ci&ded. 

Cja  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  Committee 
aa  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 


the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  exchange  fire  arpens  of  land, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  public  lot,  in  the  town  of 
Baton  Rouge,  in  Louisiana,  for  an  equal  number 
of  arpens  on  tbe  north  side  of  the  same  lot,  which 
have  been  confirmed  to  the  heirs  of  Eulogia  de 
Cases. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  on 
Military  AfiiEiirs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  making  provision  by  law  to 
authorize  the  erection  of  a  national  arsenal  on  the 
Alabama  or  Tombigbee  rivers,  at  such  point  as 
nuy  be  thought  the  most  eligible  for  the  defence 
of  that  section  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cassbdy,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expedieiicy  of  altering  or  amending  the  act  of 
Congress,  passed  March  3d,  1797,  which  provides 
that  writs  of  execution  upon  judgments  obtained 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  in  any  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  in  one  State,  may  run 
and  be  executed  in  an^r  otner  State  or  Territory 
of  the  United  States,  m  such  manner  that  pur- 
chasers and  others  may  be  furnished  with  some 
convenient  means  of  ascertaining  the  liens  or  en- 
cumbrances created  by  the  judgments  or  execu- 
tions in  such  cases,  upon  the  property  of  the  de* 
fendants. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inqaire  into 
the  justice  and  expediency,  of  reporting  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Henry  Ingrabam,  survivor  of  Nathan- 
iel Ingraham  and  sons,  late  navy  agents,  at 
Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  and  their  sureties, 
on  the  terms  proposed  by  the  said  Henry  Ingia- 
ham.  to  the  .Treasury  Department. 

Toe  engrossed  bill  "  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1824,"  was  begun  to  be  read  a  third  time ; 
before  completing  the  reading,  it  was  observed 
that  an  error  had  occurred  in  the  engrossing— 
whereupon^  the  reading  was  suspended. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
(Mr.  CoNoiCT  in  the  Chair^)  on  the  bill  '^  to  amena 
the  seyeral  acts  laying  duties  on  imports." 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  254th  line,  the  follow- 
ing clause :  "  on  all  wines  which  are  now  charsed 
with  a  duty  of  fifteen  cents  per  gallon,  twenty-five 
cents  per  gallon." 

Mr.  Poinsett,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  the 
amendment.  He  did  not  desire  to  see  this  country 
a  wine  growing  country,  as,  in  comparison  witn 
corn  growing  countries,  they  were  always  poor 
and  miserable. 

Mr.  Bbent,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  it,  as  not  cal- 
culated to  aid  domestic  industry. 

Mr.  GuRLEY  quoted  statistical  details,  to  show 
that  a  reduction  of  the  doty  on  low  nriced  wines 
had  increased  the  revenue.  Raising  the  duty  was, 
therefore,  not  calculated  to  benefit  the  revenue. 
He  replied  to  Mr.  Ton's  remark,  as  to  the  ability 
of  Louisiana  to  pay  the  duty,  the  protection  of 
sugar,  the  profit  of  negro  labor,  &c. 
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Mr.  Foot,  of  Goanecticat,  replied,  that  he  only 
had  wished,  on  this  item,  to  restore  the  tariff  of 
1816.    The  redoetioQ  of  the  duty  had  destroyed  a 

Eromisine  infant  manufactory  in  his  district,  and 
e  wished  to  raise  the  duty  for  the  general  purpose 
of  cherishing  the  produce  of  wine  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Thimble,  of  Kentucky,  made  a  calculation 
to  show  that  low  duties  on  these  wines  would  in- 
crease the  revenue,  and  augment  a  trade  which 
was  profitable  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  comhatted  the 
view  and  argument  of  Mr.  Trimble,  and  con- 
tended that  as  much  wine  would  be  used  at  tw^ty- 
five  as  at  fifteen  cents  duty. 

Mr.  Tod,  of  Pennsylvania,  replied,  and  signified 
that  he  had  no  wish  for  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  question  being  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Foot,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Tod  moved  to  strike  out  from  line  99,  to 
104,  inclusive,  viz : 

<<  On  Rattia  'duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
two  dollan  each  piece ; 

*'  On  Raven's  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  each  piede; 

**  On  Holland  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each  piece." 

Mr.  T.  stated,  that  the  manufacture  of  duck  was 
now  established ;  much  of  the  flax  had  to  be  im- 
ported from  Ireland,  and  there  was  some  reason  to 
apprehend  that  the  duty,  as  proposed,  would  inter- 
fere with  the  provisions  of  the  British  treaty.  He 
therefore  desired  to  leave  this  manufacture  under 
another  provision  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  asked  for  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  Tod  replied,  that  the  ad  valorem  duty  laid 
on  duck  in  the  other  part  of  the  bill,  was  25  per 
cent;  that  proposed  in  this,  amounted  to  about  20 

r»r  cent.;  so  that  striking  out  would  iraise  the  duty 
per  cent. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  wished  ibr  farther 
consideration. 

Mr.  Clay  supported  Mr.  Ton's  motion.  The 
article  now  made  was  of  an  excellent  quality. 
The  American  Navy  had  adopted  the  use  of  it. 
It  was  a  manufacture  for  which  this  country  was 
well  adapted ;  and  it  diminished  a  trade  the  most 
disadvantageous  of  any  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Mr.  Crowninsbibld  went  into  an  extended 
statement  of  facts,  in  relation  to  the  manufacture 
of  sail  duck,  and  the  several  kinds  of  that  article 
imported  from  abroad.  Of  these,  he  stated  the 
Dutch  to  be  the  best,  the  Russian  next,  then  the 
French,  and,  lastly  the  English.  The  inferiority 
of  this  last  kind,  he  attributed  to  the  English  prac- 
tice of  dew-rotting  the  flax  of  which  the  duck  is 
made.  In  Holland,  it  is  water-rotted;  and,  in 
Russia,  undergoes  another  process,  somewhat  dif- 
ferent from  both.  He  gave  a  detailed  account  of 
the  factorv  at  Salem,  in  its  first  abortive  attempt 
at  using  toe  American  flax,  and  its  late  successful 
miCnufacture  of  sail  cloth  from  flax  imported  from 
Ireland.    The  article  he  acknowledged  to  be  of 


which  the  Navy  alone  would  pay.    The  factot 

was  kept  in  bei^  by  Navy  contracts  alone— m 

a  bolt  of  its  duck  had  ever  been  used  in  a  m^ 

chant  ship,  notwithstanding  it  was  situated  in  tl 

most  commercial  district  in  all  the  Union.   U 

C.  went  into  a  course  of  general  argument  agaii 

the  bill.    He  censured  the  grasping  ambition 

this  young  country,  which  nothing  could  satisl 

We  were  seeking  to  monopolize  every  branch 

profit  to  ourselves ;  we  must  have  every  enterprj 

of  commerce,  all  the  profit  of  manufactures,  al 

the  whole  system  of  agriculture,  to  oorseWes.    \ 

said  to  the  North,  give  up,  and  to  the  South,  kc 

not  hELck.    And  stretched  our  desires  over  \ 

whole  earth.    He  stated  the  commercial  cbaraci 

and  situation  of  his  constituents ;  his  district  cc 

tained  probably  twice  the  amount  of  commerti 

capital  to  that  of  any  other  district  represented 

this  floor;  it  had  honorably  paid  every  custd 

house  bond,  with  one  solitary  exception ;  and  t\ 

that  could  yet  be  recovered.    It  had  never  beei 

manufacturing  district,  and  never  would  be.    1 

habits  of  commercial  men  were  not  to  be  chan| 

hy  the  talismanic  touch  of  an  act  of  legislati 

It  was  vain  to  expect  to  draw  about  the  capital 

a  trading  people  at  your  will,  by  silken  cords; 

must  be  done  slowly,  gradually,  surely,  and 

natural  causes.    He  showed  that  the  proposed  d{ 

would  be  inj.urious  to  the  navigation  of  the  coi 

try,  and  eulogized  the  ingenuity,  art,  and  sciel 

displayed  in  the  construction  of  a  ship.    In  rfi 

to  the  argument  that  the  consumer  pays  the  d| 

Mr.  C.  asked,  who  is  the  consumer?    Who  i 

hemp  ?    Who  eats  iron  ?    Who  wears  sail  dui 

And  replied,  it  was  our  ships;  all  that  part  of 

proposed  tarifi"  went  to  oppress  the  interest 

navigation^  | 

Mr.  Kremer  then  rose,  and  insisted  that , 

than  the  individual  citizens  themselves.     1 

duty  was  no  higher  than  that  recommended 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    He  though! 

arguments  of  the  honorable  member  from  I 

sachusetts  were  very  extraordinary.    That  i 

tleman  asks  if  we  can  change  the  habits  of  I 

chants  by  cords  of  silk,  and  whether  we  1 

the  Israelites  of  old  ?    I  say  yes,  we  are ;  a{ 

will  prove  it  to  the  gentleman  from  the  ( 

Book.    It  has  been  said  to  us,  as  it  was  to  I 

of  old,  if  ye  will  hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  1 

your  God,  you  shall,  yes,  yon  shall,  be  the  \ 

and  not  the  tail,  of  all  the  nations  of  the  e 

You  shall  lend  to  many,  and  borrow  of  i 

You  shall,  like  the  good  people  of  the  gentleb 

district  of  Salem,  pay  all  your  custom-house  b 

with  the  exception  of  one — to  be  sure,  all  th^ 

tricts  of  the  Union  could  not  compare  wit| 

gentleman's  district.    They  were  not  so  i\i 

the  merchants  of  Salem.    But,  if  those  g< 

men  had  had  all  the  fat  of  the  soup,  it  was 

they  spared  some  to  the  rest  of  the  country. 

was  in  favor  of  doing  equal  justice  to  all.    1 

growers  of  hemp,  to  the  West,  were  properly 

tected,  perhaps  they  might,  in  time,  be  able  < 

to  the  gentleman,  "  We  pav  our  debts,  too." 

hoped  the  amendment  would  prevail. 


the  very  first  quality,  but  furnished  at  a  price       Mr.  Clay  spoke  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
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Maasachusetti,  (Mr.  Crownikbbield,)  so  far  as  he 
W  lot  been  answered  by  the  speech  of  the  hoa- 
onbie  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania.  The  gen- 
tlenum  had  said  Chat  the  Na?^  distributed  its  con- 
tracts at  high  prices  vith  a  new  to  become  popu- 
lar with  the  nation.  He  wished  that  Gk>rerBment 
woald  porsue,  throughont,  the  policy  of  encour- 
teiog  our  own  ingenuity,  industry,  and  enterprise. 
There  cottld  be  no  more  certain  or  more  honorable 
path  to  popularity.  But  he  thought  the  sen  tie- 
man's  argument  went  to  confate  himseli.  He 
said  that,  bat  for  the  patronas^e  of  the  Navr,  the 
factory  at  Salem  must  die.  What  did  this  snow  ? 
Thi  nothing  was  wanting  to'  the  manufacturer 
but  Goremmental  protection — the  very  thing  for 
which  the  friends  of  the  bill  contended.  Mr.  C. 
insisted  that  the  effects  of  the  American  effi>rts  had 
pally  lowered  the  price  of  this  article.  It  had 
been  famished  to  the  Navy  since  the  peace,  at 
tweaty-two  dollars,  but  could  now  be  supplied  at 
sereoteen  doUaira,  while  the  best  Russian  was  at 
fbni  sixteen  to  twenty  dollars.  The  report  of  the 
Secretarr  of  the  Treasury  recommended'  an  ad 
tikirm  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  the  very  rate 
at  which  this  an^ndment  would  place  it. 

Mr.  FtoTp  said  that  he  had  heard,  in  the  course 
of  this  debate,  a  very- frequent' reference  to  the 
former  Uriff  bills,  and  it  was  often  said  that  duties 
ia  this  bill  were  not  higher  than  in  those-^but  it 
most  be  remembered  that  the  former  tariff  bills 
had  been  professedly  for  revenue-^this  was  pro- 
fessedly for  a  different  object,  and,  therefore, there 
yru  DO  proper  parallel  to  be  drawn.  He  insisted 
that  the  bill  would .  not  benefit  the  farmers,  (of 
which  number  he  had  the  honor  to  be  one)  As 
to  its  aiding  agriculture  by  requiring  more  flax, 
the  object  was  too  small  to  be  worth  considera- 
tioa.  h  was  confessed  that,  unless  the  factories 
coold  get  fat  contracts  from  the  Government  they 
coold  not  go  on.^  No  doubt  with  such  contracts 
they  might  thrive  and  grow  rich.  It  was  argued 
that  we  must  cut  off  foreign  trade,  and  pomote 
home  products.  But,  he  asked,  who  will  buy  ? 
Was  it  contended  the  manufacturers  would  them* 
sdwa  supply  the  farmer  with  a  market  ?  If  all 
the  fire  hundred  thousand  manufacturers  of  the 
United  States  were  put  into  one  of  the  Western 
di^ricts,  a  circle  of  sixty  males  diameter  wcmld 
fatnish  all  they  could  consume.  Could  any  body 
beheTe  that  we  could  take  hands  away  from  the 
agricakure  of  the  country,  to  compete  with  the 

in^ufactnreis  of  Europe  ?  Something  had  been 
^  aboat  domestic  tallow.  Did  ever  a  farmer 
^  his  beef  for  the  sake  of  the  tallow  1 

Mr.  CuTHBCRT  wished  to  ask  one  question  of 
tie  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Maau^tures.  If  the  article  of  duck  requires 
protection  at  this  time,  and  the  duty  laid  on  for- 
^ga  duck  is  just  enough  to  balance  the  duty  on 
tae  foreign  flax  used  in  the  domestic  article,  how 
^  It  i^tected  1  If  the  one  balances  the  other, 
what  is  gaiaed  1  Mr.  C.  made  some  general  re- 
marks on  the  policy  of  the  bill.  So  soon  as  we 
attempted  to  protect  one  trade,  we  interfered  with 
another.  Link  touched  link — and  there  was  no 
«id  to  our  diflkulties. 


Mr.  Too  spoke  in  reply  and  explanation. 
Mr.  Cdtbbert  was  not  satisfied,  and  required 
still  further  explanation. 

Mr.  Cassedt  repeated  some  statements  he  had 
before  made.  The  domestic  duck  was  not  made 
wholly,  but  onlv  in  part,  of  imported  flax.  So 
there  was  not  a  balance  between  the  duties. 

Mr.  CuTBBERT  rejoined,  and  complained  that 
one  duty  was  made  a  plea  for  another.  We  first 
la^r  a  dutv  on  flax-.-aDd,  then,  hayinff  done  this, 
it  is  urged  as  a  reason,  why  We  must  lay  another 
duty  on  duck. 

Mr.  CaowNiNSBiSLo  replied  to  Mr.  Clat,  in  re- 
lation to  the  quantity  of  cloth  ia  a  bolt  of  Ameri- 
can duck.  The  domestic  article  was  twenty-four 
inches  wide ;  the  foreign  was  over  thirty,  and  the 
length  of  the  piece,  the  same.  The  price,  it  was 
true,  had  been  reduced ;  but  this  was  done  by  de- 
teriorating the  goods.  Single  instead  of  double 
warp  was  used,  and  tow  filling  instead  of  flaxen  ; 
and  vet,  after  this  adulteration,  the  article  was 
still  dearer  than  the  imported. 

The  question  was  then  put,  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Ton,  and  carried — ayes  93,  noes  77. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  increase  the  existing  duty 
on  the  article  of  molasses.    He  believed  there  was 
no  fairer  o^ect  of  taxation  in  the  proposed  tariff. 
His  great  wish  was  to  promote  American  agricul- 
ture; and,  with  this  view,  to  encourage  the  pro- 
duction of  the  raw  material  of  imy  sabject  of 
manufacture  to  which   our  own    country  was 
adapted,  rather  tha^  the  importation  of  the  rival 
foreign  article.    Molasses  was  to  be  considered-^ 
flrst,  as  an  article  of  subsistence.    As  such,  the 
existing  duty  bore  no  projportion  to  that  on  brown 
sugar.    It  Was  capable  or  being  applied,  and  was 
in  fact  applied,  to  almost  all  the  purposes  of  brown 
sugar.    This  latter  article  was  subject  to  a  duty 
of  three  cents  per  pound.    A  gallon  of  molasses, 
containing  not  less  than  eight  pounds,  paid  a  dutv 
only  of  five  cei^ts;  that  is,  a  little  more  than  half 
a  cent  a  pound.    Secondly,  as  a  substance  capable 
of  conversion  into  spirituous  liqi:(ors»    The  least 
dutv  imposed  on  them  was  thirty-eight  cents  per 
gallon.    If  the   policy  of  the  country  be  well 
founded,  in  imposing  this  hieh  duty  on  spirits 
manufactured  abroad^  it  equally  dictates  that  a 
high  duty  should  be  imposed  on  an  article  pro- 
duced abroad,  susceptible  of  easy  conversion  into 
spirits,  and  which  comes-  into  competition  with 
articles  raised  at  home,  capable  of  similar  conver- 
sion.   Thirdly,  as  a  raw  material  of  manufac- 
ture.   On  this  point,  it  appeared  to  Mr.  C,  that 
we  ought  to  discourage,  even  for  the  purpose  of 
manuiaoture,  any  raw  material,  raised  abroad,  of 
which  articles,  capable  of  a  similar  fabrication, 
can  be  certainly  produced  in  abundance  at  home. 
No  one  will  doubt  that  the  grain  of  our  country 
produces  a  spirit  equal,  at  least,  to  that  which  is 
distilled  from  molasses ;  nor  our  ability  to  produce 
it  in  the  greatest  abundance.    He  did  not  mean 
to  take  up  the  moral  considerations  of  the  ques- 
tion.   He  intended  to  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  matter  practically.    A  certain 
amount  of  spirituous  liquors  will  be  consumed 
whatever  we  may  think  or  wish  upon  it  as  moral- 
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ists  or  philanthropists.  Assamioff  that  practical 
principle,  we  are  to  consider  whether  it  is  not 
better  for  our  country  to  derive  the  whole  profit, 
both  as  to  the  production  of  the  raw  material  and 
the  distillation  of  it,  rather,  than  divide  it  with 
foreigners.  Every  gallon  of  spirits^  distilled  from 
foreign  molasses,  and  consumed  within  the  coun- 
try, takes  the.  place  of  a  ^Uon  of  spirits  distilled 
from  domestic  produce.  The  foreigner  enjoys  the 
benefit  of  the  value  of  the  raw  material,  and  we 
that  of  its  manufacture  only.  This  latter  advan- 
tage we  should  still  possess,  if  we  substituted  a 
native  raw  material  to  that  which  is  furnished  us 
from  abroad ;  and,  consequently,  the  mere  interest 
of  manufacturing  would  not  sufier  by  the  ezdn- 
sion  of  the  foreign  material.  There  would,  at 
most,  be  only  a  change  in  the  theatre  of  distilla- 
tion. 

The  increase  in  the  import  of  molasses  was 
very  great,  so  great  as  to  threaten  the  supplanting 
of  the  native  materials  of  distillation.  From  1790 
to  1800,  inclusive  of  both  years,  the  total  quantity 
of  molasses  imported  was  53,323,607  gallons ;  that 
is,  an  average  of  4,837,600  gallons  ibr  each  of 
these  eleven  years.  From  1801  to  1811,  inclusive 
of  both  those  years,  the  total  quantity  imported 
was  78,224,651  gallons ;  that  is,  upon  an  average, 
7,111,320  for  each  of  the  latter  term  of  eleven 
years.  The  population  of  the  United  States  in- 
creases in  a  ratio  of  about  four  per  cent  per  an* 
num.  And  the  increased  importation  of  mohisses, 
during  the  latter  term  •  of  eleven  years,  beyond 
that  of  the  previous  term  of  eleven  years,  was 
about  what  it  ought  to  have  been,  supposing  the 
increase  of  consumption  to  be  acccM-ding'  to  the 
pro|[ressive  augmentation  of  our  population.  Ap- 
plying the  same  principle,  the  quantity  of  molas- 
ses imported  in  1922  ought  to  have  been  9,375,040, 
instead  of  which  the  actual  quantity  was  11,990,- 
569  gallons  for  that  vear,  and  for  the  last  year  it 
rose  to  13,019,328  gallons !  The  principle  which 
Mr.  C.  thought  ought  to  govern  our  manufactur- 
ing policy  was  to  encourage — 1st,  the  manujfacture 
01  our  own  raw  materials ;  2ndly,  the  manufac- 
ture of  foreifrn  raw  materials  which  do  nof  come 
into  competition  with  any  that  are  native ;  and 
3rdly,  but  least  of  all,  those  which  compete  with 
oar  own  produce.  Of  all  parts  of  our  country,  the 
grain  growing  now 'suffers  the  most.  Whatever, 
therefore,  would  tend  to  reanimate  that,  without 
material  detriment  to  others,  ought  to  meet  with 
a  favorable  consideration.  According  to  an  esti- 
mate of  a  former  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
1810,  of  the  6,834.878  gallons  of  molasses,  then 
imported,  five  millions  were  supposed  to  be  dis- 
tilled, ai^d  the  residue,  1,834,878,  were  consumed 
for  other  domestic  purposes.  Applying  that  rule — 
of  the  12,019,328,  imported  last  year,  2,786,413 
gallons  were  consumed  in  domestic  purposes  other 
than  that  of  distillation,  and  10,232,915  gallons  in 
distillation.  Supposing  (which  is  a  low  estimate) 
a  ^llon  of  molasses  to  produce  only  a  gallon  of 
spirits,  there  was  distilled  10,242,915  gallons  of 
spirits.  To  produce  this  quantity  from  grain, 
would  require  aboCit  five  miiUons  of  bushels.  And 
the  total  export  of  the  breadstufDs  of  the  last  year 


did  not  equal  five  millions  of  bushels  of  grain. 
Thus,  by  exoludinff  the  foreign  raw  material  of 
molasses  as  an  object  of  distillation,  we  should 
create  an  additional  market  at  home,  for  a  quan- 
tity of  grain  equal  to  about  the  whole  export,  in 
the  form  of  breadstuff^  of  that  article  last  year. 
Suppose  it  were  attempted  to  import  grain  from 
abroad,  for  the  purpose  of  distillation,  would  not 
every  one  cry  out  against  it  ?  And  where  is  the 
difference  between  sucb  an  operation  as  that  woald 
he,  and  the  importation  of  molasses  convertible 
into  a  worse  spirit  than  that  which  is  distilled 
from  grain  ? 

Fourthly,  and  lastly,  molasses  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  source  of  revenue.  ThB  effect  of  the 
additional  duty,  which  he  meant  to  propose,  woald 
be  merely  to  lessen  the  importation,  and  thereby 
give  greater  scope  for  the  consumption  of  oar 
native  produce.  To  what  amount  it  would  lessen 
it  could  only  be  matter  of  conjecture.  If  one  half, 
and  the  duty  which  the  committee  might  fix 
should  be  twelve^and-a-half  cents  per  gallon,  there 
would  be  an  augmentation  of  revenue  in  the  ratio 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  upon  the  present  amount 
Taxed  at  that  rate,  the  duty  would  still  be  greatly 
below  the  standard  which  is  furnished  by  that  oa 
brown  sugar^  or  on  that  of  spirits. 

So  far  as  it  may  be  considered  as  an  article  of 
mere  subsistence,  Mr.  Clay  felt  no  disposition  to 
increase  the  duty,  low  as  it  would  be,  if  his  pro- 
position were  adopted,  in  comparison  to  Ivown 
sugar.  If  there  could  be  a  discrimination  made 
between  that  portion  of  the  material  which  was 
distilled  and  tnat  which  was  consumed  in  other 
domestic  uses,  he  would,  with  pleasure,  adopt  the 
discrimination.  He  knew  of  none  that  was  prac- 
ticable. He  finally  proposed  to  insert  in  the  bill 
a  duty  of  two-and-a-half  cents  per  gallon  on  mo- 
lasses, but  subsequently  reduced  the  proposed 
amount  of  duty  to  ten  cents. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  remarked,  that  the 
opponents  of  the  bill  had  early  been  told  that  the 
poncy  of  this  country  must  be  changed.  He  now 
perceived  that  the  honorable  Speaker  was  sincere 
in  that  declaration.  All  he  should  observe  was, 
that  the  gentleman,  and  those  who  acted  with 
him,  were  before  a  country  which  was  competent 
to  judge  and  to  pronounce  upon  the  course  they 
were  taking. 

Mr.  ToMLiNsoN,  of  Connecticut,  rose  in  repl^ 
to  the  Speaker,  and  observed,  that  it  would  hav^ 
been  satisfactory  to  him  to  have  been  apprized 
that  such  a  motion  was  about  to  be  made  ;  but 
though  he  had  not  enjoyed  that  advantage,  an^ 
was  therefore  obliged  to  reply  with  less  time  foi 
consideration  than  he  could  have  wished,  he  stil 
felt  it  his  duty  to  state^  his  views,  in  ans^yer  X{ 
those  which  had  been  expressed  by  the  honorablj 
Speaker.  That  gentleman  had  admitted,  that  thi 
article  now  about  to  be  taxed,  is  an  article  of  sul 
sistence.  It  is  so ;  and  one  used  to  a  great  extec 
by  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community.  1*  he  pit 
position  is,  to  tax  the  labor  of  the  countiy ;  \ 
draw  revenue  from  the  mouth  of  the  poor  an 
hardworking  man.  The  gentleman  had  actuall 
gone  so  far  as  to  calculate  how  much  of  evei 
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metl  WIS  to  go  to  the  payment  of  this  cootriba* 
tioo.  Me  had  stated  it  at  a  fractioo  of  a  cent. 
But  eren  a  fraction  of  a  cent  on  erery  meal,  when 
tite  meala^  as  they  roust  be,  were  often  repeated, 
uQoanted  to  a  considerabie  som  in  the  coarse  of 
the  year.  We  must  look  at  the  actual  state  of 
facts.  The  Speaker  had  made  a  calculation,  in 
which,  as  it  consisted  in  figures  orally  stated,  and 
Mt  submitted  to  the  eye,  Sir.  T.  said  be  had  not 
beeD  able  to  detect  any  fallacy ;  but  he  was  satis- 
fied  there  must  be  a  Tery  great  error  in  softie  part 
of  it.  He  also  had  maoe  a  calculation,  and  its 
result  was  Tery  widely  different.  To  arrive  at 
the  quantity  of  molasses  actually  distilled  into 
spirits,  he  had  resorted  to  the  report  of  the  mar- 
shals appointed  in  1820.  to  take  an  account  of  the 
manofactures  of  the  United  States.  [Here  Mr. 
T.  quoted  a  statement,  in  figures,  the  result  of 
which  was,  that  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  the 
qoaotitv  stated  by  the  Speaker,  was  distilled.] 
He  bad  endeavored  to  arrive  at  the  same  fact,  by 
examining  the  returns  of  internal  duties  in  1814; 
which  examination  confirmed  this  conclusion. 
Mr.  T.  here  read  the  following  statements^  going 
to  prove  that  ti  larse  part  of  the  amount  or  spirits 
to  which  the  Speuer  alluded^  was  produoed,  not 
from  molasses,  hot  from  his  own  rye  and  corn,  viz; 

By  the  rstoms  •€  the  marshals,  mads  in  18!M>,  it 
tppesn  that  the  quantity  of  molasses  diitilUd  in  the 
Uiiitad  Sutss,  in  that  year,  was    •    galls.  2,493,700 

Add,  as  the  eetimated  increase  from  1820 
to  1823 109,416 

Aad  the  qnantitj  distilled  in  the  latter  year 

wilJbe 2,692,110 

The  quantity  of  molasses  imported  in  the  years 
1801,  was  6333,261 
1802     -    6,877,678 
1903     -    6,747,256 

.—^^  .    Gallons. 

18,458,189  Average  for  the  3  years  6, 162,729 


year,  is  stated  by  Seyhert,  page  463,  to  have 

been 2,827,626 


Making  the  quantity  consumed  for  do- 
mestic pnrposes  inlSlO*        -        -        -    6,787,96(( 

Increase  of  consumption,  for  domestic 
purposes*  in  10  years,  at  36  per  cent        -    2,083,644 

7,871,62(^ 
Iocrease,froml820tol822,  at7peroent.       661,013 

Making  the  quantity  thus  conaumed  in 
1822 8,422,083^ 

The  average  of  molaiaes  imported  in  the 
years  1621,  1822,  and  1823,  is        -        -  11,865,926* 

Conaumed,  for  domestic  purposes,  in  the 
yesr  1822        .        .        d        .        .        .    8,422,68$ 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  quantity  dis- 
tilled in  1822,  was  only  ....    24^3,298 
It  is  sUted  in  Seybert,  page  463,  that,  in  1810,  the 
marshala  returned  the  quantity  of  spirits  distilleid  in 
the  United  States—  Gallons.      Gallons 

From  fruit  and  grain  -        -  22,977,167 
Exported    ....       133,863 

22,843,314 

From  molaaaes   -        -        .    2,827,626 
Exported    ....       474,990 

Domestic  spirits  consumed  in 
1810 2,362,636    2,352,635 


iM9    >    8,055,629 

1810  .    8,634,418 

1811  .    8,141,264 


24^1,311  Average  for  those  years  8,277;108 


mi 

i8n 


9,086,982 
11.990,669 
13,019,328 


Making  the  quantity  of  domestic  distilled 
spirits  consumed  in  the  United  States  in 
1810 26,196,949 

The  average  of  imported  spirits  con- 
bomed  in  that  year 6,834,878 


34,096,879  Average 


-  11,860,926 


ITit  be  supposed,  said  he,  that  the  augmentation  of 
the  pofNilataon  has  been  in  the  ratio  of  36  per  cent,  in 
10  jein,  and  the  average  ofinolaases  imported  in  1801, 
't-'3,  be  taken  as  the  basis  of  the  calculation,  the  re* 
call  will  be,  thfct  the  average  consumption  of  the  years 
1831,  '22>  and  '23,  wUl  requi^re     -    galls.  11,393,672 

In  1810,  according  to  Seybert'a  Statist!, 
cal  Annals,  page  266,  the  quantity  of  mo* 
laiacs  impcMted  was 8,634,418 

Exported  ia  that  year  .....      18)837 


The  quantity  «f  molasses  distilled  in  that 


8,615,681 


Total  amount  of  spirits  consumed  m  that 
year        -        -        -        -        .        .        .  32,030,827 

Add  for  increaae  of  consumption,  at  43 
per  cent  for  12  years,  makes   ...  13,610,381 

Making  the  quantity  of  apirita  consumed 
in  1822 46,641,168 

Deducting  from  this  smount  the  quan* 
tity  imported  in  1822        ...        •       .-    6,088,984 

Leaves  for  the  consumption  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  in  that  year,  of  domestic  dis- 
Ulled  spiriU 40,462,169 

The  amount  distilled  from  molasses  has 
been  sjiown  to  be 2,943,293 

Thus,  the  quantity  distilled  in  the  Uni. 
ted  States^  from  domestic  materials,  in 
grain  and  fruit,  is  shown  to  be        .        -  37,608,876 

Mr.  T.  then  went  into  a  statement  to  show  the 

?|uantity  of  sugar  imported,  at  different  periods, 
rom  which  it  appeared  that  the  quantitv  of  sugar 
.  brought  into  the  country  had  decreased ;  and  he 
argued  thence,  that  the  domestic  use  of  molasses 
in  families  had  increased.  He  admitted,  indeed, 
that  the  sugar  of  Louisiana  had,  to  some  extent, 
taken  the  place  of  foreign ;  but  not  sufficiently  to 
effect  this  result.  But,  said  Mr.  T.,  even  granting 
the  gentleman's  premises,  allow  that  ten  millions  of 
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gallons  of  spirits  hftTe  been  made  f^om  molasses  ia 
one  year,  still  I  should  not  assent  to  the  duty  now 
proposed.  How  is  this  molasses  procured?  By 
exchanffiog  for  it  the  productions  of  agriculture, 
and  such  productions  as  could  not,  by  any  process, 
be  turned  into  whiskey,  (for  now  the  rage  seemed 
to  be,  to  make  every  thing  into  whiskej^.)  Fish, 
lumber,  butter,  cheese,  could  not,  certainly,  be  so 
converted;  and  these  were  the  articles  which 
went  to  bring  the  molasses  from  the  West  Indies. 
If  you  prevented  its  introduction,  you  prevented, 
to  the  same  extent,  their  exportation;  and  so  far 
deprived  the  people  of  one  section  of  the  Union  of 
a  market  for  their  industry.  By  the  present  tariff, 
a  duty  of  five  dents  a  gallon  is  laid  on  this  article. 
The  result  of  which  is,  an  income  to  the  Govern- 
ment  of  $500,000 ;  and  the  consumers  of  it  are 
confined  to  a  comparatively  small  district.  To 
these  persons,  the  proposed  amendment  will  be  a 
direct  tax  on  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life — on  an 
article  of  the  subsistence  of  the  poor.  He  then 
went  into  a  statement  to  show  that  the  original 
cost  of  a  gallon  of  molasses,  in  the  We»t  Indies, 
was  only  ten  cents.  So  that  the  duty  of  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  will  be  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  on  the  first  cost  of  the  article. 

He  proceeded  to  argue,  that  this  increase  of 
duty,  instead  of  augmenting,  would  diminish  the 
revenue  of  the  country,  and  would,  in  efi*ect,  ex- 
clude the  article  altogether.  He  could  not  believe, 
that  the  manufacturer  of  whiskey  needed  this- 
duty  as  an  encouragement.  By  a  price-current 
of  New  Orleans,  it  appeared  that  Kentucky  whis- 
kef  was  worth  from  33  to  34  cents :  a  bushel  of 
rye  makes  2\  gallons,  equal  to  66  cents.  If  this 
was  not  sufficient  encouragement,  he  must  be 
greatly  deceived.  But  to  this  must  yet  further  be 
added,  the  profit  of  the  animals  fattened  on  the 
grain  after  the  {process  of  distillation  was  over. 
Under  all  these  views  of  the  subject,  (very  hastily 
presented^}  he  could  not  but  hope  that  the  proposed 
amendment  would  be  rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Fuller  accounted  for  the  difierent  results  to 
which  the  honorable  Speaker  and  the  gentleman 
ftom  Connecticut  had  come,  from  the  fact,  that 
large  quantities  of  the  imported  molasses  were  re* 
fined  and  converted  into  loaf  sugar,  for  exporta- 
tion ;  and  that  a  part  of  th^  rum  distilled  from 
molasses  is  also  exported.  Both  these  amonnts 
must  be  deducted  from  the  apparent  amount  con- 
sumed. 

Mr.  Clay  rejoined.  Admitting  that  part  of 
the  molasses  is  converted  into  sugar,  (though  this 
was  the  first  time  in  his  life  he  had  heard  of  such 
a  thing ;  he  always  supposed  that  molasses  was  a 
residuum  which  could  not  be  grained.)  Still,  he 
asked,  if  there  was  any  just  proportion  between 
the  duty  on  sugar  and  that  on  molasses  ?  If  the 
molasses  was  to  be  considered  as  sugar,  the  case 
was  still  worse  than  If  it  was  to  be  considered  as 
spirits.  Touch  it  but  with  the  wand  of  the  man- 
ufacturer, and  straight  it  would  bring,  as  sugar,  a 
protecting  duty  of  three  cents  a  pound ;  but,  as 
molasses,  it  paid  only  five  cents  a  gallon.  He  re- 
pelled the  idea,  that  this  was  a  duty  for  the  West. 
He  knew  not  that  it  would  benefit  that  section  of 


country  more  than  others.    Nor  did  he  care  where     ^ 
the  benefit  fell ;  it  wonld  fall  somewhere.  Wherem     ? 
grain  was  grown  throughout  the  Union,  its  effects     -^ 
would  operate — nor  are  grain  growers  aloDe^the 
fruit  raising  districts,  (iaeludinff  that  of  the  §ren- 
tleman  from  Connecticut,)  would  all  be  aided  bf 
it.    Peach  brandy  and  apple  brandy  would  both 
be  benefited  by  excluding  West  India  molasses,     ' 
and  diminishing  the  mm  made  from  it.    He  aimed    ^ 
not  at  the  eaters,  but  at  the  drinkers,  of  New  Eog-    ^ 
land;  ind  if  the  gentleman  eould  devise  a  plan     ' 
by  which  they  could  be  separated,  so  that  the  daty    ' 
would  bear  upon  the  latter  only,  he  would  imm^ 
diately  vote  with  him  in  its  favor.    As  to  its  tax-    ^ 
ing  the  food  of  the  poor,  he  asked,  whether  it  was 
eaaal  to  the  duty  on  brown  sugar,  or  bohea,  both    i 
of  which  were  food  of  the  poor  ? 

Mr.  C.  here  quoted  a  statement  from  a  work  by 
Mr.  Picton,  (on  whom  he  passed  a  merited  en-  \ 
comium,  aud  who  is  a  citizen  of  the  same  State  , 
with  Mr.  T.)  to  corroborate  the  position  he  had 
taken  in  respect  to  the  proportion  of  molasses  dis- 
tilled, to  that  used  for  food ;  and  closed,  by  r^ 
ducing  his  motion  to  a  duty  of  ten  cents  per  gal- 
lon. 

[During  this  reply,  Mr.  Clay  was  several  times 
interrupted  by  Mr.  Siblet,  of  Massachusetts, 
who  appeared  disposed  to  controvert  the  Speak- 
er's statements;  but  Mr.  C.  declined  yielding  the 
fioor  to  him.] 

When  Mr.  C.  concluded,  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  motion  to  insert  in  the  bill,  a  duty  of  ten 
cents  pa*  gallon  on  molasses,  and  decided  in  the 
afi&rmative — ^yeas  100  rotes  to  88. 

Mr.  Webster  then  moved  an  amendment  of 
some  length  to  the  bill,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
allow  a  drawback  to  the  printers  and  stainers  of 
imported  silks  and  nankins,  on  the  re-exportation 
of  those  articles,  accompanied  with  guards  against 
frauds. 

Mr.  W.  stated,  in  explanation  of  his  motion, 
that  there  existed,  near  New  York,  an  extensive 
establishment  for,  the  printing  of  silks,  cottons,  and 
nankins.  By  the  present  law,  the  exporters  of 
those  articles  were  not  entitled  to  drawback,  be- 
cause the  imported  article  had  qndergone  a  great 
change.  The  conductors  of  the  institution  were 
under  the  impression  that  a  considerable  expotti 
trade  could  be  carried  on  if  they  had  this  ben^t 
He  believed  that  it  might  be  so  guarded  as  to  pr& 
vent  anv  great  danger  of  frauds  upon  the  revenue| 
aad  he  had  drawn  the  amendment  witJh  that  view: 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  W.  was  ordered  to  b< 
printed  ;  and  then  the  Committee  rose.  j 

The  third  reading  of  the  Navv  Appropriatiol 
bill  was  then  gone  through  witn ;  the  bill  wai 
passed  and  sent  to  the  &»enate,  and  the  House  a^ 
journed. 


TauRSDAT,  March  25. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Cod 
merce,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  rt 
ported  a  bill  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  \ 
Florida;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committ< 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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The  resolntioii  ofi^red  yesterday  by  Mr.  Rey- 
voLofi  WIS  takfen  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  Hooae  took  up  the  motion  of  Mr.  Allen, 
of  Massachusetts,  made  yesterday,  to  rescind  that 
role  which  forbids,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  a 
motion  to  rise  prior  to  the  hour  of  four,  while  a 
qaesdoQ  is  peadiog. 

After  some  dbcussion  of  the  subject,  in  which 
Messrs.  Allen,  Litkrmore^  and  Floyd,  support- 
ed the  rcseindiiig,  and  Messrs.  Trimblx,  Mercer, 
and  Taylor,  opposed  it^- 

The  feas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  agree- 
iof  to  the  resoluliiHi  moved  bv  Mr.  Allbn,  and 
iieaifoliowi:  For  rescinding  the  rirle  98 ;  against 
teseinding  it  78. 

So  the  resolution  was  carried,  and  the  rule  of 
the  House  was  rescinded  which  forbids  adjouifn- 
ment  before  the  hour  of  four  o'clock,  wiien  any 
sQbject  is  before  the  House,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  which  has  been  already  one  day  debated. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  ^' releasing  to  John  Mc- 
Allister, or  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Fiffbes,  a  certain  tract  of  land,"  was  twice  read, 
ad  committed  xo  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 

Claims. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  ''for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Don  Harpin  de  la  Gautrais,''  was  also 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

A  biU  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  Cap- 
tain ThoQu  Staniford,"  was  twice  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  OB  the  table. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  Prbsi- 

DENT  or  TBE  UiriTBD  StaTES,  RS  foUowd : 

Tff  tie  Bouse  of  Representative*  of  the  United  States: 
Having  stated  to  CongreM,  on  ths  7tb  of  December 
bit,  diAt  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  New 
York,  WM  entitled  to  a  larger  sum  than  that  reported 
is  hii  faver,  by  the  aecoantiag  offieeis  of  the  Oovem- 
Beot,  tod  that,  in  execution  of  the  law  of  the  last 
MSQBB,  I  had  the  subject  still  under  consideration,  I 
now  eeDmanicate  to  yon  the  resott. 

On  foil  conaideration  of  ths  law,  by  which  this  daty 
wu  eDjoined  on  me^  and  of  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tetf  00  the  basis  of  which  the  law  was  (bonded,  T  have 
thoQght  that  I  was  atithorized  to  adopt  the  principles 
Uid  down  in  that  report,  in  deciding  on  the  sum 
^\bA  should  be  allowed  to  him  Ibr  his  services, 
^'flh  tlni  view,  and  on  a  comparison  of  his  services 
with  (hose  which  were  rendered  by  other  disbuning 
^fion,  taking  into  consideration^  also,  his  aid  in  oh- 
<«A]ikg  Imbs,  I  had  decided  to  allow  him  five  per 
c*B^  ^  all  sums  borrowed  and  disbnrsed  by  him,  and 
of  vbich  dedflion  I  informed  him.    Mr.  Tompluns  has 
amevitetod  to  me  thai  this  allowance  will  not  indem- 
ni^bini  for  his  advances,  loans,  expendituree,  and 
MM,  in  lendering  those  services,  nor  place  him  on 
the  fgoting  of  those  who  loaned  money  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  that  interesting  period.  ^  He  has  also  express^ 
ed  a  desire  that  I  would  submit  the  subject  to  the  first 
^ediion  of  Congrew,  which  I  now  do.    In  sdopting 
this  measnre,  I  think  proper  to  sdd  that  I  concur  fully 
10  the  tentimenu  expressed  by  the  Committee,  in 
fcTor  of  the  very  patriotic  end  valuable  services  which 
were  rendered  by  Mr.  Tompkins  in  the  late  war. 

JAMES  MONROB. 
Mabcv  «5, 1634. 


The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

To  the  House  of  Representaiives  of  the  United  States  : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  35th  February,  requesting  in- 
formation whether  the  title  of  the  United  Brethren  for 
propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen,  to  cer- 
tain sections  of  land  in  Ohio,  has  been  purchased  for 
the  United  States ;  and,  if  so,  to  cause  a  copy  of  the 
contract,  and  of  the  papers  relsting  thereto,  to  be  laid 
before  the  House,  I  transmit,  herewith,  all  the  docu- 
ments required* 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAsauraTov,\AfarcA  26, 1834. 

The  Message,  dbc.,  was  referred  to  a  select  com* 
mittee,  and  Messrs.  Wright,  Campbell,  of  Ohio, 
BucKNER,  Cook,  Haydxn,  Marklet,  and  Ster- 
ling, were  appointed  said  committee. 

FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  to  which  had  b^n  referred,  at  the  present 
session,  sundry  memorials  npon  the  subject  of 
spoliations  committed  on  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  United  States,  by  French  cruisers, 
between  the  years  1793  and  1800,  made  a  detailed 
report  thereon,  which  was  laid  on  the  table.  The 
report  is  as  follows: 

On  the  petittone  of  Hadrianns  Van  Noorden,  Wil- 
liam and  Nathaniel  Hooper,  Daniel  Henshaw,  several 
merchants:  and  underwnters  of  Salem,  several  mer- 
chants of  Gloucester,  several  merchante  and  under- 
writers of  Alezandiia,  District  of  Colambia,  aeveral 
merchants  of  Washington,  North  Carolina,  Henry 
Clark  and  others,  of  Keanebunk,  and  several  others, 
merchants,  in  Maine,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations,  they  report—- 

That  no  evidence  accompanies  either  of  the  peti* 
tions ;  all  of  which,  except  the  first,  are  literally  the 
aame,  having  been  apparently  prepared  by  concert 
among  the  claimants,  to  be  presented  to  Congress. 
To  discriminate  between  them  is  not  practicable,  if  it 
were  desirable.  The  committee  are  compelled  to 
preeent,  in  general  terms,,  the  nature  of  these  claims, 
as  set  forth  by  the  partiee  interested,  and  to  examine, 
as  briefly  as  possible,  the  grounds  npon  which  relief  is 
asked  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The 
cisima  are  founded  upon  spoliations  committed  by  the 
private  and  public  armed  vessels  of  France,  between 
the  years  1793  and  1800. 

The  petilioners'allege  that  the  French  Government, 
to  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  1800,  al- 
ways considered  the  recognition  of  their  claims  as  due 
to  its  honor,  and  attached  them  as  a  charge  npon  its 
national  character. 

That  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  which 
has  volunteered  its  agency  for  the  recovery  of  them 
from  France,  exercised  its  power  end  authority  to  pre- 
vent the  petitioners  from  obtsiniog  indemnity — that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  received  from 
France  a  fuH  and  fair  equivalent  for  the  claims,  in  the 
discharge  from  its  liabilities  under  the  treaties  With 
France,  and  the  abrogation  of  those  treaties. 

Similar  applications,  if  not  by  the  same  persons, 
have  been  frequently  made  to  Coiigress,  and  repons 
upon  them  are  to  be  found  in  the  reeorda  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  snd  of  the  Senate.  None  of  these 
applications  have  been  successful.    Without  attempt- 
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ing  even  to  enumerate  the  failorae  to  obtain  a  aanc- 
tion  to  their  statement  and  to  their  claima,  the  Com- 
mittee refer  the  Houae  to  a  detailed  report  of  the 
varioQB  acta  of  the  Goremment  of  the  United  Statea 
and  of  France,  from  1793  to  1800,  made  by  a  'select 
committee,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1603,  to  which  appli- 
eiltions  like  the  present  were  referred.  Governed  by 
that  report,  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relatione  are 
not  satisfied  that  the  French  Government  ever  ad- 
mitted the  justice  of  the  claima  of  the  petitionera,  or 
ever  intended  to  pay  them ;  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  Statea  used  every  effort,  even  to  war  itself 
to  rescue  the  property  of  American  merchants  from 
the  lawless  violence  of  France ;  that  ita  efforts  to  pro- 
cure payment  for  the  spoliations  committed  by  the 
Frendi  cruisers,  were  not  discontinued  until  it  was 
obvious  Uiat  there  was  no  hope  of  auccess.  That  this 
Government  never  received  from  France  any  equiva- 
lent for  the  claima  of  Americana  upon  France.  The 
war  of  aggression  was  commen'ced  by  France^  and 
every  act  of  the  United  States  waa  a  just  retaliation 
for  previoua  injury.  The  tr^tiea  with  France  were 
annulled  by  an  act  of  Congress  in  1798,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  utter  disregard  of  the  stipulations  of 
them  by  that  Power. 

In  short,  to  justify  their  claims  upon  the  United 
States,  the  petitioners  assume,  that  France  was  right, 
and  their  own  Government  wrong.  That  France  was 
prepared  to  make  a  just  reparation  for  the  outrages 
committed  under  her  own  laws,  until  released  from 
her  obligationa  by  the  United  Statea,  who  were  faith- 
less to  their  trust,  in  the  first  instance,  and  have  been 
regardless  of  the  obligations  of  justice  ever  since,  aa- 
sumptions  not  consistent  with  truth,  nor  creditable  to 
the  patriotjam  of  those  who  make  diem.  The  com- 
mittee recommend  to  the  Houae  to  adopt  the  following 
resolution: 

Reeolved,  That  petitions  of  the  several  persona  who 
ask  indemnity  for  spoliation^  committed  by  French 
cruisers  on  their  property,  between  the  years  179S  and 
1800,  be  r^cted. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  asrain  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend  4he  several  acts 
laving  duties  on  imports,"  Mr.  Condict  in  the 
Chair. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  yes- 
terday, offered  bv  Mr.  Webster,  which  amend- 
ment is  in  the  following  words : 

« Sac.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
drawback  allowed  by  law  on  plain  ailk  and  nankeen 
cloths,  imported  in  American  vessels  from  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  shaU  be  allowed,  although  the 
said  cloths,  before  the  exportation  thereof,  shall  have 
been  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed»  stamped,  or 
painted^  in  the  United  States.  But,  whenever  any 
auch  cloths,  so  imported,  shall  be  intended  to  be  so 
colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or  painted, 
and  afterwards  to  be  exported  firom  the  United  Statea, 
with  privilege  of  drawback,  each  package  thereof  shall, 
before  the  same  shall  be  delivered  from  the  public 
'stores,  be  opened  and  examined  by  an  inspector  of 
the  customs,  and  the  contents  thereof  measured  or 
weighed,  and  the  quality  thereof  ascertained,  and  a 
sample  of  each  piece  thereof  leaerved  at  the  custom- 
house ;  and  a  particular  account  or  registry  of  such 
examination,  describing  the  number  of  pieces  in  each 
package,  their  weight  or  measure,  and  the  aamplee 


thereof  reserwd,  ahaU  be  entered  in  the  books  of  the 
custom-house;    and,   after   auch   examinatio&,  taid 
goods  shall  be  repacked  in  the  original  package,  and 
the  aaid  original  package  shall  be  marked  with  a  cu* 
tom-house  mark.    And,  whenever  any  such  goodi, 
being  thus  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or 
painted,  shall  be  entered  at  the  custom-house  for  ex- 
portation and  drawback,  the  same  shall  be  so  entered 
m  the  original  package,  marked  aa  aforesaid,  and  not 
otherwise,  unless  the  person  so  entering  the  sameshiA 
give  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  collector  or  naval  offi- 
cer, 6r  one  of  them,  that  auch  original  package  ku 
beea  loet  or  deetioyed  by  accident ;  and  no  such  ap- 
plication for  drawback  ahall  be  made^  except  on  thi 
eontenta  of  entire  packagea;  and,  upen  appiicatua 
for  such  entry  and  drawback,  the  contents  of  the  pack- 
agea, so  offered,  shall  be  examined  by  an  inspector  of 
the  customa,  and  measured  or  weighed,  and  compared 
with  the  original  entry,  registry,  and  samples,  and  il^ 
upon  such  comparison  and  full  examination,  the  col* 
lector  shall  be  aatisfied  that  the  contenU  of  each  pack- 
age are  the  same  identical  goods  imported  and  regif 
tered  as  aforeaaid,  and  not  changed  or  altered,  except 
by  being  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  <^ 
painted,  as  aforesaid,  then  the  peraon,  so  enteiioi 
such  goods,  shall  be  admitted  to  the  oath  prescribed 
by  law,  to  be  used  in  cases  of  application  for  exporta- 
tion of  the  gooda  for  the  bendSt  of  drawback,  and 
ahall,  thereupon,  be  entitled  to  drawback  as  in  other 
caaes :  Promded,  That  the  exporter  ahall,  in  everr 
other  particular,  comply  with  the  regulations  and  for- 
malitiee,  heretofore  established,  for  entries  of  goods  ftir 
exportation  with  the  benefit  of  drawback.    And,  if 
any  person  ahall  present,  for  exportation  and  draw- 
back, any  ooloied,  printed,  atained,  dyed,  stamped,  or 
painted  silk  or  nsjikeen  cloths,  knowing  the  same  not 
to  be  entitled  to  drawback,  according  to  the  prorifiionf 
of  thia  act,  or  ahall  wilfully  misrepresent  or  conceal 
the  contents  or  quality  of  any  packaga  aa  aforesaid, 
the  said  goods,  so  presented  or  entered  for  drawback* 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  may  be  aeiied  by  the  collector, 
and  proceeded  with,  and  the  forfeiture  distribated,  ii 
in  other  caaea." 

Mr.  Webster  stated  the  existence  pf  several 
other  establishments,  of  a  similar  nature  to  thai 
in  New  York,  to  which  the  amendment  wilJ 
apply. 

Mr.  WiCKLiFFB  objected  to  the  amendment,  a| 
being  an  extension  of  the  drawback  system.  H( 
thouglit  such  an  extension  dangerous,  as  openmi 
a  door  to  frauds  and  corraptioa  in  the  coUectiof 
of  duties,  &c.  { 

Mr.  Sharpc.  replied  to  Mr.  Wicklipfe,  asi 
showed  that  the  danger  of  fraud,  in  this  case,  w^ 
very  small,  as  no  American  silk  -was  manufa< 
tt^red,  dbc. 

Mr.  Marvin  moved  to  amend  the  amendme^ 
in  the  second  line,  by  striking  out  the  wortj 
** nankeen  cloths,"  to  which  he  objected,  becau^ 
it  extended  protection  to  a  foreign  fabric  of  co 
ton,  while  we  had  cotton  factories  at  home  \ 
manufacture  it. 

Mr.  Webster  replied.  This  kiad  of  gooj 
came  into  the  countrv  now,  and  all  the  questi< 
was,  whether  their  value  should  be  increased  \ 
the  industry  of  our  citizens  previous  to  its  re-e 
portation.  He  did  not  know,  however,  that  t 
article  of  nankeens  was  made  in  this  country. 
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Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  adroeated  the 
imeodflieot  of  Mr.  Wsbstbr,  generally,  on  the 
pnociples  of  the  drawhaek  system,  wnicb  he 
vished  to  sec  extended  as  far  as  possible.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  amendment  now  nroposed  by  the 
geatlemaa  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Marvin.)  This 
usefol  factory  took  nankeens  that  were  stained, 
and  restored  them  to  their  original  color,  and 
riiereirith  restored  their  value,  and  even<inereased 

Mr.  MfiBCER  agreed  with  the  gentleman  last 
up.  Nankeens  were  alreadv  entitle  to  drawback, 
aadaithoogh  the  drawback  system  presented  to 
ezport»s  a  temptation  to  fraud-,  he  thought  the 
gnrds  proposed  by  the  amendment  were  fully 
safficient  to  prevent  any  successful  attempt  at  it. 

Mr.  Mabvin  repeated  his  objection  to  protect- 
iDg,  by  boontiesy  a  foreign  cotton  fabric.  Nan< 
k^as  he  understood  to  be  an  tucolored  cotton 
ck)th. 

Mr.  Webbteh  replied.  Nankeens,  he  said,  are 
HOT  imported  blue,  as  well  as  plain.  The  effect 
of  the  proposed  amendment  would  be,  to  bring 
tJKffl  ail  into  this  country  wkUe,  and  to  have  them 
dyed  here  before  exportation,  &c. 

Mr.  Too  inquired  if  any  establishments  in  this 
eoontrv  were  now  engaged  in  the  dying  of  nan- 
keeosl 

Mr.  Webster  replied  that  be  could  not  say  he 
kDewof  anynow  thus  engaged,  but  he  understood 
the|r  were  preparing  to  engage  in  this  b^nch  of 
bosuess. 

Mr.  Tod  observed  that  the  memorialists  did  not 
mentioD  nankeens  in  their  petitions,  and  the  grant* 
isg  a  drawback  on  the  re-exportation  of  that  arti- 
cle might  lead  to  the  sending  to  India  for  cottons, 
aad  thos  operate  aeainst  both  the  manufactures 
ud  agrieoiture  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Cambrbleno,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ton  and  Mr. 
MiBTix,  argued  that  this  amendment,  in  respect 
to  naakeens,  would  have  the  effpct  to  take  out  of 
our  market  so  much  of  an  article,  which,  while 
in  (he  home  market,  competed  with  our  own  cot- 
ton fabties.' 

Mr.  Mercer  enforced  his  former  remarks  by 
lome  further  observations. 

Mr.  Webster  stated,  that,  since  he  last  spoke, 
ja%t  now,  he  had  learned  that  immense  quantities 
of  nankeens  were  now  dyed  at  the  factory  near 
New  York.  . 

Mr.  Malulrt  opposed  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
MiBTi5,  and  urged  arguments  to  show  that  the 
homeeotton  factories  could  not  be  injured  by  the 
motioBof  Mr.  Webster,  and  the  branch  of  oying 
(in  which  oor  manufacturers  were  chiefly  defi- 
cient) would  receive,  by  the  effect  of  it,  an  im- 
pforement  it  was  much  m  want  of* 

Theqnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
aent  of  Mr.  Marvin,  and  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Sanoporu.  of  Tennessee,  objected  to  the 
nnendment  of  Mr.  Webster,  as  being  likely  to 
ffijare  the  revenue.  He  thought  the  practice  of 
cctoring,  or  staining  goods,  ought  not  to  be  thus 
»coura£ed,  dbc. 

Mr.  Forbttb  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
A  the  1st  and  2d  lines,  so  as  to  read,  "a  draw- 


back of  75  per  cent.,"  instead  of  **  the  drawback 
allowed  by  law."  He  stated  his  object  to  be  to 
make  the  drawback  on  this  article  to  corrennond 
with  that  laid  by  the  bill  on  other  articles  or  this 
description. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  made  a  few  explan- 
atory remaras. 

Mr.  Webster  explained  the  operation  of  the 
amendment,  and  the  provisions  of  the  6th  section 
of  the  bill,  which  operated  onlv  on  tallow ;  and 
Mr.  Mercer  also  made  a  few  observations  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  FoRSVTB  replied ;  as  a  new  system  of  du- 
ties was  about  to  be  adopted,  he  said,  a  new  system 
of  drawbacks  should  also  be  adopted.  He  thought 
25  per  cent,  not  too  much,  as  a  remuneration  to 
the  United  States  Qovemment  for  the  trouble- 
some mode  of  preventing  frauds  in  relation  to  this 
drawback. 

Mr.  Foot  moved  an  amendment,  to  place  Eu- 
ropean and  East  India  silks  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing ;  which  he  introduced  with  a  few  remarks,  to 
express  his  opinion  that  the  silks  from  France 
and  Italy  should  not  be  put  on  a  different  footing 
from  those  of  India. 

Mr.  Webster  explained.  The  French  and 
Italian  silks  were  usually  dyed.  The  French, 
especially,  surpassed  all  nations  in  dying  that 
article. 

Mr.  Test  objected  to  the  amendment  in  a  few 
remarks ;  and  then^ 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Foot,  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  original  motion 
of  Mr.  Webster, 

Mr.  BocHAWAN  expressed  his  wish  for  further 
light  on  the  subject  to  which  the  amendment  ap- 
plied. He  thoo|[ht  the  system  of  drawback  suffi- 
ciently tried,  to  justify  the  proposed  extension  of 
it  At  present  it  extends  only  to  fish,  spirits,  and 
fine  sugar.  He  thought  the  introduction  of  nan- 
keens of  the  East,  would  interfere  with  our  own  - 
cotton  factories,  as  this  bill  placed  the  Chinese 
manufactures  on  the  same  footing  with  our  own, 
in  the  foreign  market.  The  commerce  with  China, 
he'said,  was  a  ruinous  one ;  and  this  amendment 
went  to  encourage  it,  and  t0  discourage  our  trade 
to  France,  which  was  a  nrofitable  one. 

Mr.  W'ebster  replied.  This,  he  said,  was 
only  a  transit  trade ;  we  encourage  our  merchants 
to  go  to  China,  buy  their  silks,  and  carry  them 
to  §outb  America.  '  The  only  part  of  the  China 
trade  which  was  unprofitable,  was  that  in  articles 
consumed  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Bdcbanan  rejoined.  He  objected  to  the 
amendment,  as  complicating  the  system  of  draw- 
back. He  repeated  his  argument  respecting  its 
effect  to  encourage  foreign  manufactures,  which, 
he  said,  had  not  been  answered.  He  admitted, 
that  the  silks  imported,. went  out  again ;  but,  why 
encourage  their  introduction  from  China,  in  pre- 
ference to  those  from  France. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  greatly  indebted  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  last  up,  for  his  care  of 
the  cotton-growing  interests ;  but,  he  should  thank 
I  him  much  more,  if  he  would  consent  to  let  them 
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aloD€.  For  his  own  part,  he  said,  when  the 
friends  of  the  bill  talked  of  extending  protection 
to  the  cotton  growers,  he  felt  much  like  the  Irish 
recruit  who  was  forced  to  volunteer.  He  objected 
to  the  amendment  as  granting  an  encouragement 
that  was  not  needed ;  he  had  no  idea  of  taking 
money  out  of  the  Treasury  to  put  it  in  the  pocket 
of  those  who  were  already  doing  so  good  a  busi- 
ness, &c. 

Mr.  Fuller  replied  to. Mr.  Buchanan.  The 
coloring  of  stained  nankeens  put  them  into  a  form 
to  be  exported,  instead  of  bein^  consumed  at  home, 
to  the  prej  udice  of  the  domestic  manufacture.  He 
agreed  in  the  opinion,  that  no  discrimination  ought 
to  be  made  between  French  and  China  silks.  He 
argued,  however,  that  the  home  consumption 
would  not  be  afiected^nor  th^  cotton  manufac- 
turer be  injured  by  the  proposed  amendment.  He 
made  some  observations  on  the  French  trade,  to 
show  that  it  was  not  so  profitable  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  seemed  to  suppose. 

Mr.  Sharpe  replied  to  the  gentleman  irom  Greor- 

Sia,  (Mr.  Cobb.)  All  that  was  asked  by  the  silk 
yers,  he  said,  was,  ihftt.  after  they  had  expended 
their  labor  on  the  article,  stained  and  defaced  in 
transportation,  they  should  be  allowed  the .  same 
drawback  upon  it,  as,  under  the  present  law,  would 
be  allowed  on  it,  if  brought  in  a  perfect  state,  and 
exported  without  any  labor  at  all.  Let  us  try  the 
extension  of  this  drawback  system  on  a  moderate 
scale,  and  it  may  be  hereafter  abolished  or  extend- 
ed, as  might  be  advisable. 

Mr.  Mallary  replied  to  Mr.  Cobb,  and  advo- 
cated the  amendment  on  principles  of  equality.  It 
was  no  more  than  just,  ne  said,  that  the  benefit 
of  thi^  branch  of  labor  should  be  enjoyed  by  the 
dyers,  as  well  as  the  agricultural  labor  by  the  cot- 
ton grower.  He  replied  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  and 
advocated  the  propriety  of  makinean  experiment, 
in  gradually  extending  the  drawback  system,  so 
as  to  aid  in  the  protection  of  manufactures. 

Mr.  Poinsett  advocated  the  amendment.  Its 
operation  would  be  to  enable  our  merchants  to 
carrv  the  goods  of  China  to  the  South  American 
market,  and  otherwise,  the  merchants  of  Britain 
and  France  would  have  the  whole  trade  to  them- 
selves. It  would  not  injure  our  manufactures, 
while  it  would  encourage  our  commerce. 

Mr.  Buchanan  replied,  and  stated  an  illustra- 
tion from  the  case  ol  hemp  and  calico ;  the  dyed 
nankeen  of  India,  he  said,  displaced  our  cottons 
in  the  South  American  markets. 

Mr.  Poinsett,  in  reply,  stated,  froqa  thorough 
personal  acquaintance  wit{i  Soutn  America,  that 
the  people  of  that  country  were  of  fixed  habits,  as 
much  so  as  the  Chinese  tnemseives.  They  would 
go  on  in  their  old  path  and  none  other.  They 
will  not  take  our  cottons,  but  will  have  nankeens, 
as  they  have  been  accustomed  to ;  and  if  we  do 
not  carry  them  there  the  French  and  English 
will. 

Mr.  SANoroRD  repeated  and  enlarged  upon  his 
objections  to  the  amendment,  on  the  grounds  of 
its  opening  a  door  to  frauds,  &c. 

Mr.  Webster  made  a  few  more  observations ; 
and 


The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment 
Mr.  Webster  was  agreed  to,  without  a  divisii 

Mr.  Ton  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  23^ 
line  by  striking  out  "  three,"  and,  in  tiie  24 
line,  striking  out  ''  two ;"  and  inserting  in  Im 
places  "  five ;"  so  as  to  make  the  clauses  read 

**0n  all  wares  of  cat  glass,  not  specifiedi  five  ce 
per  pound,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  sn  ad  valo^ 
doty  of  thirty  per  centum  ; 

**  On  all  other  articles  of  glass,  five  cents  per  poii 
and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  ad  valoiem  duty  of  twe 
per  centum." 

Mr.  Ton  explained  the  reason  of  this  ahe 
ment  to  be,  the  striking  out  the  third  section 
the  bill,  which  met  the  British  bounty  by  a  | 
portional  increase  of  duty. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  asked  why  an 
valorem  duty  was  added  to  a  specific  duty  oa  gli 

Mr.  Too  explained! — The  necessity  arose  fi 
the  modes  pursued  bf  the  English  exporter^ 
glass  to  introduce  their  article  into  this  coui^ 
without  paying  the  duties,  dbc. 

Mr.  Forsyth  stated  that  no  bounty  is  grai 
by  the  British  Government  on  glass,  and  therei 
toe  argument  from  the  third  section  does  not  apl 
Much  of  our  glass  comes  from  France ;  anc 
this  the  third  section  would  not  apply,  even  j 
still  remained  in  the  bill.  Mr.  F.  made  s^ 
remarks,  incidentally,  on  the  slight  notice  wl 
was  taken  of  any  motion  or  any  fact  proced 
from  those  members  of  the  House  who  arc 
manufacturers,  or  are  not  avowed  friends  of 
bill.  I 

Mr.  Too  repliedi — The  glass  imported  i\ 
France  was  to  a  sqiall  amount,  (not  more  in 
last  year  than  $10,000.) 
.  Mr.  Merger  expressed  his  astonishment,  i 
after  all  that  had  passed  on  the  bill,  the  hoDo£ 
Chairman  should  persevere  in  saying  that  (| 
existed  a  bounu^  on  glass  in  England.  Mr^ 
said  he  had  befoj^e  denied  the  existence  of  sui 
bounty  ;  and  he  now  rose  to  verify  the  staten 
Here  Mr.  M.  quoted  the  excise  paid  on  sei 
materials  used  in  certain  kinds  oi  glass ;  anj 
that  was  done  by  Govertiment  is  to  allow  a  dl 
back  on  this  excise  when  the  glass  is  exporte 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  objected  to  adding  a  i 
on  all  glass  imported,  in  order  to  countervail  di 
back  or  bounty  on  British  slass.  If  the  addi 
was  sufficient  to  meet  the  latter,  it  must  be  c 
mous  on  the  poorer  kinds  brought  from  elsewj 
But  there  was  no  positive  bounty,  but  only  a  di 
\Ac\l  in  Britain,  on  manufactures  of  glass, 
insisted  on  the  wide  difference  between  boi 
and  drawback,  &c. 

Mr.  Too  replied  to  Mr.  Mercer,  who  aliK 
he  said,  came  prepared  with  authorities,  cbi 
and  verse,  to  reier  to ;  and  who  often  gave  valu 
information  on  subjects  in  question,  and  on  sul^ 
not  in  question.  Mr.  T.,  nevertheless,  ips 
there  was  a  bounty  on  English  glass ;  it  migl 
called  by  what  name  the  gentleman  tliougbl 
it  was  as  much  a  bounty  as  that  on  cotton 

ging,  which  the  gentlemen  all  argued  to 
Duuty,  and  on  that  very  ground  the  third  se 
of  (he  bill  was  stricken  out.    The  amount  gn 
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00  lugging  u  in  ^^  English  books  called  a  draw- 
tee^,  as  mt  on  glass  is ;  and  Mr.  T.  produced  an 
inroioe  in  wbick  faoon^  is  charg^ed. 

Mr.  Mebcer  rejoineo— «nd  reiterated  his  argu- 
meet  to  show  that  the  eneooragement  in  fiaglaod 
WIS  a  drawback,  and  not  a  bounty ;  and  therefore 
(he  poliev  which  might  apply  to  a  system  of 
bouoties  for  encouragement  had  no  application  to 
(be  nreseot  case,  d^. 

\tr.  CAMBBELEiia  Stated  the  facts  of  the  English 
allowance,  and  insisted  that,  whether  it  is  called 
boQfity  or  drawback,  it  equally  operated  on  the 
price  of  the  article  as  bought  by  us.  He  thought 
tbe  dutf  rather  high,  but  should  only  oppose  it  as 
ai^olied  to  plain  glass. 


Mr.  FoRflTTB  referred  to  the  Commercial  EK- 
gest,  to  proTC  that  the  allowance  is  drawback^nd 
sot  boaoty.  He  remarked,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Too, 
«o  (lie  third  section  of  the  bill,  and  on  the  cai«city 
IB  (bis  coantry  to  coropete^with  other  countries  in 
tbemanafactaring  of  glass.  The  glass  imported 
iatothe  United  States,  from  other  countries,  from 
CbiDSDy  alone,  was  more  than  that  from  Eng- 
hiid,  Irehmd,  and  Scotland  put  together. 

Mr.  Ton  asked,  in  reply,  why  the  gentlemen 
^  orged  the  striking  out  of  the  third  section '? 
(bey  certainly  then  considered  the  allowance  of 
drawback  as  bounty.  He  still  insisted  that  it  was 
so,  sad  he  referred  to  the  invoice  he  had  before 
prodneed,  iad  called  for  the  reading  of  a  petition 
of  ceriaio  glass  manufacturers,  dbc. 

A  good  deal  of  smart  repartee  passed  between 
Mr.  Too  and  Mr.  Mercbr,  in  relation  to  their 
stock  of  authorities,  ^. 

Mr.  CuLPBPBR  mored  that  the  Committee  rise. 
The  motion  was  negatived — ayes  82,  noes  92.' 

The  debate  was  now  renewed,  and  Messrs. 
Foot,  of  Connecticot,  Camblbleno^  and  Ton,' 
nade  some  observations ;  when 

Mr.  Cambbbleng  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question  so  as  to  take  it  first  on  the  first  part  of  the 
ammdment  now  proposed. 

Tde  question  facing  taken,  accordingly,  on  the 
first  elaase  of  the  amendment,  as  it  is  above  stated, 
(he  rote  was: — ^For  the  amendment  86,  against 
It  87. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected — and  then  the 
Coomictee  rove* 


Fbidat,  March  26w 

Mr.  C431PBELL.,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
00  Pnrate  Land  Claims,  to  which  were  referred 
bills  of  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 
^'An  act  confirming  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of 
Nicholas  Baudin  and  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Cbas- 
f>fig,  to  certain  tracts  of  land ;"  ''An  act  confirm- 
iag  the  claim  of  Peter  H.  Hobart  and  Lewis  Jud- 
son  to  a  certain  tract  of  land;''  and  ''An  act 
ffleising  to  John  McAlister,  or  the  legal  repre- 
se&tatives  of  John  Forbes,  a  certain  tract  of  land," 
reported,  as  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the 
taid  bills  ought  not  to  pass. 

The  said  Inlls  were  committed  to  a  Committee 
^  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Little,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 


and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Walter  S.  Chandler  and  Samuel  Ward," 
made  a  report  thereon,  adverse  to  the  passage  of 
the  said  bill,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  vesting  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  open- 
ing a  canal  between  the  waters  of  the  Illinois  river 
and  Lake  Michigan,  the  land  that  has  been  re- 
served from  sale  by  Congress,  bordering  on  the 
proposed  canal. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Metcalfe,  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  were  instructed  to  complete  the 
inquiry  which  was  commenced  at  the  last  session, 
(and  reported  upon  in  part,)  Into  the  execution  of 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  abolish  the  Indian 
trading  establishments;"  and,  also,  to  inquire  what 
was  the  general  average  per  centum  over  and 
above  the  prime  cost  and  carriage,  for  which  the 
articles  of  merchandise  were  sold  by  the  factory 
agents,  before  the  passage  of  the  law  aforesaid  j 
the  amount  of  money  which  ought  to  have  been 
returned  to  the  Grovernment  upon  the  abolition  of 
the  establishment ;  the  amount  which  has  actually 
been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  together  with  that 
which  has  been  secured  to  be  so  paid  under  the 

f Provisions  of  the  law  for  abolishing  the  said  estab- 
ishment ;  and  if,  by  contrasting  the  said  sums,  a 
balance  shall  be  found  to  be  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment, what  mode  can  be  devised  to  recover  the 
same  from  the  person  or  persons  withholding  it. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Staniford,"  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  1824,"  with  amendments; 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  discbarge  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  from  the  consideration  of  the 
President's  Message  in  relation  to  the  claims  of 
D.  D.  Tompkins,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee.  He  prefaced  his  motion  with  a  few 
remarks,  to  show  that  the  standing  committee  had 
not  time  for  a  proper  investigation  of  the  sutnect. 
The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  McLane,  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  but, 
on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Webster,  it  was  withdrawn 
for  the  present. 

KHIN  B.  HOOAN. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  MilitaTj  Committee, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  repeal  the  "  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B. 
Hogan,"  reported  an  amendment  thereto. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Hamilton  ex- 
plained the  circumstances  in  relation  to  the  case 
of  Mr.  Hoean. 

Mr.  McCoy  further  remarked  on  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  a  conversation  ensued  upon  it  be- 
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tween  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Sbabpb,  Cobb,  Owen, 
and  GuLPEPBB. 

[Mr.  Hogaa,  it  appears,  was  a  paymaster  in  the 
Seminole  war,  who  paid  about  ^20,000  to  a  corps 
of  gunmen,  whom  he  considered  as  ToloBteers,  but 
who,  by  the  construction  of  the  law  by  the  War 
Department,  were  declared  not  to  be  such.  The 
amendment  now  reported  to  the  bill,  ffoes  to  allow 
him  credit  for  this  amount.  It  was  objected  to,  as 
sanctioning  a  daDserous  principle,  and  setting  a 
precedent  which,  if  followed  up,  would  cover  <M 
disbursements  made  bona  fide  but  wUhout  lato,] 

Mr.  OuLPEPER  mored  to  lay  the  amendment  on 
the  table.    Not  carried. 

The  amendment  was  finally  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

THE  TARirr  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  to 
amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports, 
Mr.  CoNDiCT  in  the  Chair. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tod, 
to  raise  the  duty  on  ^'  all  articles  of  glass  not  spe- 
cified," from  two  cents  to  five  cents  per  poana — 

Mr.  Cambreleng  made  some  observations  in 
opposition  to  this  amendment's  laying  an  enor- 
mous duty  on  plain  glass.  The  question  being 
taken,  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ellis,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting  in  it  the  following  clause : 
^'  On  square  iron-wire,  used  in  the  manulacture  of 
umbrellas,  a  duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent, 
ad  valorem." 

Mr.  £.  stated  the  circumstances  of  this  branch 
of  manufacture,  which  at^present  is  not  made  in 
the  United  States.  TJie  maJLing  of  umbrellas  had 
greatly  increased  in  the  United  States,  and  they 
were  exported  to  a  large  amount.  Those  engaged 
in  it  were  desirous  of  adding  this  branch  to  their 
business ;  but,  under  the  existing  duty  of  40  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  it  was  impossible. 

Mr.  Shabpe,  of  New  York,  supported  the 
amendment,  and  confirmed  Mr.  Ellis'b  state- 
ment of  facts  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Casseoy,  of  New  Jersey,  stated  that  he 
had  presented  a  petition  pn  this  subject,  which  he 
desired  to  be  read. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  word  "  iron," 
as  many  articles  of  this  description  were  made  of 
copper  wire. 

Mr.  Ellis  accepted  this  modification  of  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Flotd  stated  some  facts  in  relation  to  a 
former  petition  of  the  umbrella  manufacturers, 
and  its  effects. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  carried — ayes  75,  noes  42. 

Mr.  IsACKS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  proviso,  from  the  33d  to  the  42d  line,  inclusive 
which  is  in  the  following  words : 

**  Provided,  That  all  cotton  cloths  whatsoever,  or 
cloths  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a  component  material, 
excepting  nankeens  imported  direct^  from  China, 


the  original  coat  of  which«  at  the  place  whence  in 
ported,  with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  eentam  if  io 
ported  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  pliM  bi 
yond  it,  and  of  ten  per  centum  if  imported  from  tn 
other  place,  shall  be  leas  than  thirty-fits  ceou  p 
square  yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  ao 
deemed  to  have  cost  thirty-five  cents  per  square  jir 
and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly/' 

Mr.  Uacks  stated  that  his  object  was  to  tal 
away  from  the  bill  the  proposed  minimum  on  co 
ton  goods.  Mr.  I.  aooted  statements,  in  figures,  i 
show  the  amount  oi  duties  in  1823,  paid  on  diffe 
ent  species  of  cotton  goods,  dbc..  to  show  the  res 
sonaueness  of  his  proposition,  dbc.  He  did  d( 
conceive  this  further  encouragement  on  thecoUo 
manufactmre  necessarv ;  moreover,  because,  if  I 
was  correctly  informed,  the  manufacturers  neitht 
wished  nor  needed  it,  that  portion  of  the  capiu 
and  industry  of  the  country  employed  in  it,  bein 
more  productive  than  abnoet  any  other. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboub  then  rose,  and  said  tba 
having  detetmined,  at  some  period  of  the  discu 
sion,  to  present  his  views  of  the  general  principli 
involved  in  the  bill  under  consideration,  and  b 
lieving  that  the  present  motion  afiforded  an  oppoi 
tunity  to  do  so,  ne  would,  with  the  indulgence  ( 
the  Uommittee  avail  himself  of  it. 

No  subject,  said  Mr.  B.,  of  a  more  importai 
character  than  this,  has  occupied  the  attention  c 
the  National  Legislature,  during  its  present  sessioi 
This  is  the  third  time  that  it  has  been  broogii 
upon  the  tapis,  during  my  short  political  life;  i 
has  not  only  been  deMted  again  and  afain  in  ibi 
and  the  other  House,  but  the  press  has  teemc 
with  pamphlets  and  newspaper  publications  in  n 
lation  to  it  It  is  not  a  question,  as  was  stido 
another  occasion  during  this  session,  of  politic] 
metaphysics,  but  of  severe  practical  taxation ;  oi 
which  comes  home  to  the  aensibiliCvof  the  pocitf 
nerve.  In  opposing  this  bill,  I  feet  that  I  am  d< 
fending  the  cause,  not  of  my  own  immediate  coi 
stitoents  only,  but  of  the  whole  commonwealth  i 
Virginia,  of  which  they  compose  a  part ;  not  < 
them  only,  but  of  the  whole  South ;  not  of  the 
only,  but  of  other  parts  of  this  Confedleracy,  sgsio 
the  injurious  eflfects,  which,  in  my  opinion,  th 
would  produce  upon  their  great  and  essential  ii 
terests.  I  wish,  sir,  that  a  cause  so  great,  had  i 
abler  advocate ;  but  I  shall,  to  the  utmost  extei 
of  my  ability,  endeavor  to  present  the  subject ; 
its  true  light ;  ehoold  I  ftot  succeed,  whilst  I  sha 
have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  I  have  doi 
mj  duty,  I  shall  feel,  that  my  defeat  was  not  i 
cribable  to  the  weakness  of  my  position,  but 
the  inadequate  manner  in  which  it  was  defende 

The  bill  has  been  presented  to  us  in  vario! 
phases;  some  gentlemen  sav,  it  is  a  measure 
mcrease  the  revenue,  some  tell  us  it  is  to  encouraj 
agriculture,  whilst  others  sustain  it  on  the  groan 
that  it  will  afford  encouragement  to  the  manufi 
tures  of  the  country.  It  would  indeed  be  as  rii 
as  it  would  be  valuable,  if  it  could  accomplish  i 
these  objects;  to  harmonize  these  conflicting  P(V 
ciples,  is  just  as  impossible,  as  it  would  be  lof 
person  who  stood  at  a  medial  point  betweeen  ti 
given  objectBi  to  approach  the  one,  without  reoc 
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iogfrom  the  other;  and  I  fear,  sir,  that  it  would 
tun  out  to  be  id  legislation,  whiit  certain  specifics 
come  to  be  in  medicine ;  pnblished  to  the  world 
as  a  cure  for  alaiost  eyeryr  disease,  they  prove  to 
be  an  eflectoal  remedy  for  none.  Without  further 
remark,  I  pass  directly  to  the  discussion. 

I  woald  not  Tote  for  this  bill,  sir.  even  if  it  could 
be  placed  upon  the  grounds,  which  would  be  con- 
fessedly moat  advantageous  for  its  advocates — ^that 
is,  erea  if  it  were  a  bul  designed  to  raise  revenue, 
and  if  such  would  be  its  effect.  I  would  not  do  it, 
for  this  obvious  reason,  thai  the  exigencies  of  the 
Treasory  do  not  call  for  an  increase  of  revenue. 

In  proof  of  this^  I  beg  leave  to  present  to  the 
Committee,  a  brief  view  of  our  financial  situation, 
as  eibibited  in  official  documents,  giving  an  ex- 
position in  detail.  The  present  condition  of  the 
Ticasary  is  such,  as  to  enable  us,  by  anticipation, 
topoichase  our  7  per  cent,  stock  during  the  cur^ 
Tent  year,  which  would  not  become  due  Ull  the 
oexL  The  3  per  cent,  stock,  amounting  to  $13,- 
296,099  06,  no  gentleman  would  think  of  paying 
at  par,  and  consequently  it  would  only  be  purchased 
BpoQ  such  terms  as  might  be  agreed  upon,  between 
the  Government  and  stockholders.  The  $7,000,000 
doe  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  may  be 
considered  in  e&ct  as  paid,  inasmuch  as  we  own 
stock  to  an  equal  amount,  in  the  bank,  the  divi- 
dends OB  which  are  equivalent  to  the  interest 
which  we  par ;  besides,  our  debt  to  the  bank  is  at 
an  interest  of  only  5  per  cent.,  and  therefore  falls 
within  the  influence  of  the  reasonin|[  applicable  to 
the  remaining  port  of  our  debt  bearing  that  inter- 
est The  lasidae  of  the  public  debt  consists  of  6  pet 
cent  stock,  and  5  per  cent  stock ;  and  we  have 
satisfactory  reason  to  believe  that  a  considerable 
pan  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock,  can  be  commuted 
mto  a  five  per  cent.  Let  me  add,  that  gentlemen 
misuke,  when  they  say  that  a  large  share  of  this 
debt  will  successively  fall  due  in  the  years  1826, 
1827,  md  1828.  Although^  in  those  years,  large 
«ims  are  redeemable,  that  is,  we  may  pay  them, 
if  we  chooae,  yet  we  are  under  no  obligation  to 
paf  them:  and  it  is  estimated  that,  with  the  ex- 
ceptioB  of  the  Bank  debt,  and  the  three  per  cent. 
stock,  the  existing  revenue  of  the  Gk>vemment  will 
W  competent  to  redeem  our  whole  public  debt  in 
^  Tear  1835,  a  period  of  eleven  years  from  the 
pnseaL  Now,  sir,  although  I  am  one  of  the  htst 
tnen  in  the  world  who  would  subscribe  to  the 
^^Ktriae  that  a  public  debt  is  a  public  blessing,  but 
00  the  contrary,  consider  it  an  evil,  and  am  de- 
>voos  of  paying  it,  yet,  in  doing  so,  I  would  exer- 
cise discretion,  I  would  practise  moderation.  As 
A  gaaidian  of  public  interest,  I  would  act,  in  rela- 
tion to  their  debts,  as  I  would  in  relation  to  my 
own ;  I  would  not  suffer  a  solicitude  to  pay  a  debt 
aot  coercible,  to  induce  me  to  sell  property  at  a 
scrifiee,  or  to  borrow  money  at  a  higher  rate  of 
interest,  than  that  of  the  debt  to  be  paid  with  it. 
Let  OS  for  a  moment  apply  these  plain  principles 
to  our  situation:  there  is  no  part  of  the  debt  bear- 
ing a  higher  interest  than  six  per  cent.;  and  there 
is  BO  part  of  the  United  States,  it  is  believed, 
where  the  legal  rate  of  interest  is  less ;  but  as  far 
as  the  aix  per  cent,  stoek  could  be  commuted  for 


a  five  per  cent,  stock,  and  to  the  whole  amount  of 
the  five  per  cent,  if  we  were  to  draw  additional 
revenue  irom  the  people  to  pay  it,  i%.  would  cre- 
ate an  increased  pressure  upon  them,  at  a  time 
certainly  not  favorable  for  the  purpose  of  payina; 
with  money  worth  six  per  cent.,  a  debt  on  which 
we  should  only  pay  an  interest  of  five  per  cent. 
This  would  be  actually  a  loss,  and  even  as  to  six 
per  cent,  stock,  no  gain.  I  would  in  this  regard, 
then^  adopt  the  nraxim  of  the  celebrated  English 
Minister  Burleigh :  That  it  is  not  desirable  to  see 
the  Treasury  swollen  like  a  disordered  spleen, 
whilst  the  nation  was  in  a  consumption.  I  would 
act  upon  the  principle  of  his  mistress,  dueen  Eli- 
zabeth,, that  at  present,  beyond  the  existing  reve- 
nue, the  money  is  better  in  the  pockets  of  our  peo- 
ple, than  in  our  exchequer,  or,  I  will  add,  in  the 
pockets  of  our  public  creditors. 

As  far,  sir,  as  this  bill  is  designed  to*  give  en- 
couragement to  manufactures,  or  even,  if  you 
please,  to  national  industry  in  general,  I  would 
vote  against  it,  for  another  strong,  and,  in  my  es- 
timation, decisive  reason.  And  here,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, though  I  am  about  to  derive  an  argument 
from  the  Constitution,  I  trust  that  I  shall  not  press 
upon  the  confines  of  political  metaphysics.  The 
Constitution  gives  to  Congress  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises. 
This  bill  proposes  to  lay  and  collect  duties^  and, 
therefore,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  say  that  it  is  a 
violation  of  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  But 
this  I  do  mean  to  contend,  and  I  think  I  shall  be 
able  to  prove,  with  as  ni^h  an  approximation  to 
demonstation  as  moral  evidence  is  capable  of,  that 
this  bill  does  violate  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 
The  power  to  impose  taxes,  duties,  dto.,  it  will 
not  be  denied  by  any  gentleman,  was  given  to  us 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue,  which  revenue 
is  to  be  applied  to  the  ends  pointed  out  in  the 
Constitution.  Now,  sir,  as  far  as,  by  this  bill,  it 
is  proposed  to  encourage  manufactures,  or  any 
other  department  of  industry,  we  shall  be  using 
this  power,  not  only  not  for  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  given,  but  for  another  and  a  different  one. 
and,  as  I  shall  attempt  to  prove,  one  which  will 
defeat  that  for  which  the  [MOwer  was  given;  and 
then  this  question  presents  itself^  whether  we  do 
not,  in  enect,  transcend  the  limits  of  our  legiti- 
mate authority  as  much  by  the  exercise  of  a 
granted  power  for  a  pui-pose  for  which  it  was  not 
granted,  as  by  the  exercise  of  a  power  not  grant- 
ed ?  I  answer,  that  we  do.  As  no  general  rea- 
soning strikes  the  mind  as  forcibly  as  examples,  I 
will  ulustrate  my  proposition  by  putting  some 
analogous  cases.  Congress  has  power  to  borrow 
money.  Let  us  suppose  that  the  capitalists  of 
this  country  were,  by  petition  to  this  House,  to 
complain  that,  in  consequence  of  the  general  lan- 
guor of  the  commerce  of  the  world,  they  could 
End  no  lon^r  any  ihercantile  investment  of  their 
capital  which  would  yield  them  any  tolerable 
profit,  or,  if  you  please,  any  profit  at  all,  and, 
therelore,  they  called  upon  us  to  borrow  oi  them 
some  millions  of  money,  at  any  given  rate  of  in- 
terest. Let  us  suppose  our  finances  to  be  in  such 
a  situation  as  not  to  need  it,  and  yet,  to  save  these 
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capitalists  from  sinkiog,  we  accepted  their  pro- 
position under  our  power  to  borrow  monev. 

Let  U6  suppose  that  Congress,  impressed  with  a 
belief  that  the  importation  of  certain  articles  of 
luxury  was  injurious  either  to  the  wealth,  the 
morals,  or  the  simplicity  of  the  manners  of  our 
people,  with  a  view  to  arrest  the  importation  of 
sucn  articles,  imposed  rery  hish  duties,  not  at  all 
with  a  view  to  revenue,  but  tor  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  prohibition,  and  high  enough  to  produce 
that  effect;  and  that  this  was  done  under  the 
power  to  lay  duties  and  excises,  by  which,  in 
effect,  we  should  pass  sumptuary  laws. 

Congress  has  power  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
navy.  Let  us  suppose  that,  upon  the  termination 
of  the  European  war,  by  the  peace  of  1814,  our 
navigating  interest  had  represented  that,  during 
that  war,  we,  by  the  circumstance  of  our  neutral 
character,  had,  for  a  series  of  years,  the  carrying 
trade  for  the  belligerents;  that  we  had  thereby 
pro6ted  at  the  rate  of  $15,000,000  per  annum,  at 
which,  I  believe,  the  carrying  -trade  is  estimated 
in  Seybert's  Statistics;  that,  by  means  of  the 
peace,  thousands  in  our  mercantile  marine  were 
thrown  out  of  employment;  and  let  us  suppose 
that,  though  the  extent  of  our  Navy  did  not  re- 
quire it,  we  yet  employed  many  of  these  persons 
with  a  view  to  sive  them  employment,  under  our 
power  to  provide  and  maintam  a  navy.  I  could 
go  on  sir,  multiplying  examples  of  this  kind,  with 
much  mo^  ease  than  they  could  be  answered. 
These  are  sufficient  for  my  purpose.  In  each  of 
the  cases  which  I  have  here  put,  it  might  be  af* 
firmed,  with  just  as  much  propriety  as  in  the 
present,  that  we  were  exercising  powers  which 
were  clearly  given ;  yet,  every  man  would-  admit 
that  we  were  abusing  those  powers.  And  why, 
sir  ?  For  the  simple  reason  that  we  were  using 
them  for  purposes  for  which  they  were  not  granted ; 
and  let  me  ask,  sir,  whether  the  same  objection 
does  not  apply  here?  If,  as  must  be  admitted, 
the  power  to  lay  duties  were  given  solely  to  raise 
revenue,  surely  when  we  apply  that  power  not  for 
that  puroose,  but  for  another,  and  that,  too,  which 
defeats  the  legitimate  one,  we  are  exercising  that 

g|wer  for  a  purpose  for  which  it  was  not  granted, 
ir^  I  have  no  apprehension  of  these  things  at 
present,  whilst  our  virtue,  intelligence,  and  pat* 
riotism  continue;  but,  as  any  one  man  cannot 
hope  to  escape  that  mortality  which  is  the  lot  of 
his  species,  so  neither  can  any  Government  ex- 
pect wholly  to  avoid  those  evil  times  which  his- 
tory teaches  us  have  befallen  all  the  Qovernments. 
of  the  earth.  When  we  shall  fall  upon  such 
times,  what  now  is  precedent,  will  then  become 
principle ;  and,  "  by  the  same  example,  many  an 
error  will  rush  into  the  State.'^  They  can  look 
back,  and  find,  in  the  best  periods  of  the  Republic, 
precedents  for  applying  a  power  for  a  different 
purpose  from  that  for  which  it  was  given,  and 
thus  the  whole  Constitution  may  be  made  to 
swing  from  its  moorings. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  not  vote  for  this  bill 
for  another  reason^  which  I  regret  to  be  under  the 
necessity  of  mentioning.  I  regret  it,  because  it 
has  reference  to  the  dimrence  in  the  local  interests 


of  this  mighty  Confederacy,  and  I  would  be  one 
of  the  last  men  in  the  world  who  would  excite 
any  thin^  like  jealousy,  or  even  sensibiiitjr. 
amongst  its  constituent  parts ;  but  I  should  feet 
that  I  should  be  wanting  in  my  duty  to  my  con- 
stituents, if  I  did  not  present  this  view  to  the 
Committee.  It  has  been  seen  that  one  object  ol 
this  bill,  and  no  one  will  deny  but  that  it  is  a 
leading  object,  is  to  foster  domestic  manufactures. 
This  encouragement,  sir,  from  the  force  of  circom* 
stances,  and  tne  nature  of  things,  must  operate  io 
favor  of  some  parts  of  the  Union,  to  theezclusiofl 
of  others.  Cast  your  eye  over  the  map  of  th( 
United  States ;  look  at  ito  geographical  stUiatioD 
and  estimate  dulv  the  considerations  which  I  m 
now  about  to  >  suomit.  In  some  portions  of  tbi) 
country,  there  is  a  large  accumulation  of  capitalj 
the  fruit  of  foreign  commerce.  In  others,  there  ii 
a  great  comparative  deficiency  of  capital,  h 
some  parts,  there  is  for  this  Western  world  a  densi 
population;  in  others,  it  is  sparse.  Thus,  taki 
Cohnecticut  and  Virginia  as  the  subjects  ot  com 
parison.  By  the  census  of  1810,  Connecticat  hai 
about  56  to  the  square  mile ;  Virgrinia  about  II 
In  some  parts,  there  is  free  labor;  in  others,  then 
is  onlj  slave  labor.  Now,  sir,  let  me  ask,  wht 
hope  IS  there,  in  the  career  of  competition,  betweei 
two  sections  of  country,  in  one  of  which  there  ii 
a  combination  of  the  three  great  advantages  o 
large  capital,  dense  population,  and  free  labor 
and  in  the  other  of  which  there  is  a  combiuatioi 
of  the  three  great  disadvantages  of  a  deficieo 
capital,  sparse  population,  and  slave  labor?  TIk 
question  needs  only  to  be  stated  to  be  aoswered 
It  would  indeed  be  the  race  between  the  tortois 
and  the  hare;  the  hist  must  stop,  or  never  beorei 
taken.  Now.  sir,  it  certainly  was  the  inteotiol 
in  forming  this  Grovernment,  that  the  dtffereii 
States  should,  as  far  as  circumstances  would  pel 
mit,  participate  equally  in  its  burdens  and  be&< 
fits.  And  hence,  the  provision,  that  direct  tax< 
should  be  apportioned  to  numbers;  that  oth< 
taxes  should  be  uniform ;  that  no  reguUtioo  < 
commerce  should  give  a  preference  to  the  ports  < 
one  State  over  those  ot  another,  Ac.  But,  si 
the  balance  is  equally  disturbed,  whether  a  weigl 
is  taken  out  of  one  scale,  or  put  into  another.  I 
in  the  exercise  of  a  power  for  the  purpose  (i 
which  it  was  given,  one  State  suffers  less  burdei 
or  receives  more  benefit,  than  others,  we  miS 
submit  to  the  consequence;  but,  when  a  powen 
to  be  exercised  for  a  purpose  for  which  it  was » 
ffiven^  and  this -consequence  is  to  follow,  then  t 
have  just  cause  of  complaint. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  consider  this  bill  ia  the  di 
ferent  lights  in  which  it  has  been  presented  by  i 
advocates,  and  to  examine  the  several  grounds  C 
which  they  have  rested  its  defence. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  said  that  the  bill  will  U 
crease  the  revenue.  I  think  I  shall  be  able  i 
show,  that  it  will  have  a  directly  contrary  efied 
that  diminution  of  revenue,  not  increase,  will  I 
a  necessary  consequence  of  its  passage.  It 
conceded,  on  all  hands,  that  the  inevitable  effei 
in  the  first  instance,^  will  be  to  increase  the  prii 
of  the  goods  imported  ;  this  can  be  denied  by  i 
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man.     This  beiog  the  case,  the  amount  of  the 
prodace  exported  frooi  the  country,  whatever  it 
majr  be,  wiil  furnish  fewer  commodities  than  it  did 
before,  unless  gentlemen  are  prepared  to  iqaiotain 
ciie  proposition  that  the  same  sum  of  money  will 
parchase  as  much,  at  a  higher  price,  as  it  would 
do  at  a  lower  one.     The  quantity  of  goods  im- 
ported then,  must  be  diminished ;  the  only  possible 
groQDd  on  which  it  can  be  contended  tnat  the 
rerenae  will  not  be  diminished,  is,  that  the  increase 
of  duty  on  the  goods  which  will  be  imported,  will 
be  equal  to  the  loss  of  the  former  duty  upoti  such 
goods  as  shall  cease  to  be  imported.    It  is  impos- 
sible to  say,  what  will  be  the  precise  extent  of^the 
diminotion  of  importation  ;  but  we  may  resort  to 
some  data  which  will  constitute  the  basis  of  a 
reasooable  calculation.    It  may  be,  that  articles 
of  mere  luxury,  which  are  consumed  only  by  the 
wealthy,  may,  at  the  advanced  price,  yet  be  im- 
ported, as  before ;  articles  of  downright  necessity 
will  be  so  imported  ;  but  there  is  a  large  descrip- 
lioo  of  articles  which,  though  they  may  be  con- 
Teaioit,  and  may  contribute  to  increase  the  stock 
of  comfort,  may  be  dispensed  with.    This  latter 
kiod  of  article  is  used  by  that  great  class  of  our  peo- 
ple, constituting  a  decided  majority  of  the  nation, 
vho  are  either  poor,  or  in  the  various  gradations  of 
property,  firom  poverty  towards  wealth,  but  falling 
entirely  short  of  that  point.    Now.  sir,  it  is  in  this 
kind  of  imported  goods,  and  in  tnis  part  of  our 
popuIatioD,  that  I  think  it  fair  to  infer,  that  a  very 
great  dimination  will  take  place,  and  considerably- 
more  than  will  counter>rair  any  advantage  to  be 
expected  from   the  increased   duty  upon  goods 
which  will  continue  to  be  imported.    Thus,  sir^ 
tbe  goods  imported  in  the  year  1822,  pying  an  ad 
nlorem  duty  of  25  per  cent,  amounted  to  $21,701,- 
010;  more  than  one-fourth  part  of  the  whole  im- 
ports of  the  year.     It  is  known,  that  all  the  goods 
ptyiDg  chis  rate  of  ad  valorem  duty,  are  those  of 
which  wool  and  cotton  are  the  materials.    How 
large  a  portion  of  the  coarse  kind  of  these  ffoods 
is  osed  by  our  poorer  people,  and  by  the  weaitiiier 
for  their  slaves  ?    And  yet,  these  articles  can,  and 
most  of  them  probably  will,  be.  manufactured  in 
koo.^bold  estaUishments,  rather  than  pay  the  high 
duties  imposed   by  this  bill ;  especially  such  as 
^^s  or  negro  cloths,  which,  from  the  statement 
appended  to   the  New  York  memorial,  would, 
Qpofi  the  minimum  in  the  tariff,  and  at  the  rate 
of  iotT  after  June,  1825,  pay  from  104  to  130  per 
ceot-  But,  if  I  should  eren  mistake  in  this,  it  is 
clear,  beyond  all  question,  that  the  progressive  and 
oltimate  effect  would  be  a  diminution  of  revenue. 
i  fee  rery  object  which  gentlemen  have  in  view, 
^  bf  high  duties,  to  exclude  foreign  articles  from 
comiof  into  competition  with  those  of  a  domestic 
maoafactore.    It  tfcis  consequence  were  not  to 
f^ow,  the  whole  policy  pf  the  bdl  would  fail ; 
tM  manufactorers  would  not  receive  the  encour- 
agement intended,  and  the  consumer  would,  un- 
necessarily, as  well  as  unjustly,  be  encumbernl 
»iih  higher  prices.    But,  suppc^ing  the  operation 
M  the  bill  to  be,  what  it  certainly  will  be,  that,  in 
coa^equenee  of  the  protection  afforded,  the  domes- 
uc  manafactnres  will  progressively  displace  the 
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foreign,  and  be  consumed  in  their  place.    Then, 
it  is  palpable,  that  in  exact  proportion  as  this  takes 
place,  foreign  goods  will  cease  to  be  imported, 
and,  consequently,  the  revenue  will  be  correspon- 
dingly diminished  ;  and,  finally,  whenever  the 
time  should  arrive,  that  the  consumption  of  do- 
mestic manufactures  should  entirely  take  the  place 
of  foreign,  there  would  be  a  total  stop  to  all  im- 
ports, because  there  would  be  an  end  to  importa- 
tion.   But  the  revenue  lost,  must  be  supplied,  and 
I  beg  leave  to  inquire  how,  and  by  whom  ?    We 
have  been  told,  that  manufacturers  themselves, 
after  they  shall  be  firmly  established  by  a  system 
of  protecting  duties,  will  be  able  to  supply  this 
deficit.    If  we  were  to  judge  from  past  experience, 
this  promise  holds  out  but4ittle  consolation.    In 
ldl6,  a  duty  of  25  per  cent,  was  imposed  upon 
cotton  and  woollen  goods,  with  a  minimum  upon 
coarse  cottons,  under  the  expectation  that,  in  three 
years,  these  manufactures  would  reach  such  ma- 
turity that  they  could  sustain  themselves,  with  the 
aid  of  a  smaller  duty.    And,  accord insly.  the  act 
of  1816  declared,  that,  after  June,  1819,  it  should  be 
reduced  to  20  per  cent. ;  but,  after  continuing  the 
25  percent,  bv  a  subsequent  act,  now  in  the  eighth 
year,  so  far  irom  being  able  to  do  with  a  lesser 
duty,  we  are  called  upon  to  increase  the  duty  and 
create  a  minimum  in  relation  to  wool.    Thus,  as 
they  grow  in  years,  they  seem   to  decrease  in 
strength ;  and  so  far  from  affording  revenue,  they 
cannot  exist  under  a  diminution  of  duty.    So  far 
from  this,  they  call  aloud  for  an  increase  of  duty,  as 
necessary  to  their  vety  existence.    No,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  deficit  roust  be  supplied  by  a  direct  tax. 
The  reasoning  which  could  convince  Coogress 
that  it  was  right  to  impose  high  duties  on  foreign 
goods,  to  aid  our  manufactures,  would  be  strong 
enough  to  prove,  ths|t  they  ought  not  to  be  de- 
pressed, as  their  advocates  would  say,  by  an  ex- 
cise.   And  thus  the  community  would  be  doubly 
taxed :  first,  by  the  high  prices  which  they  must 
pay  for  domestic  manufactures,  in  consequence  of 
the  foreign  being  excluded  by  our  duties;  and, 
secondly,  by  the  tax  which  roust  be  paid  to  supply 
the  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  produced  by  the 
same  exclusion  of  foreign  goods.    Whereas,  had 
foreign  goods  been  not  excluded,  they  would  have 
purchased  them  at  a  cheaper  price  than  the  domes- 
tic, and  have  saved  that  difference  in  price.    And 
even  of  the  price  that  they  would  have  paid  for 
them,  a  part  would,  in  the  shape  of  impost  dutv, 
have  gone  into  the  Treasury,  and  thus  there  would 
be  no  defieiency  to  supply,  oy  them,  in  the  shape 
of  direct  taxation.    But,  to  give  the  gentlemen  all 
they  ask  for,  let  us  suppose  that  an  excise  could 
be  imposed  upon  domestic  manufactures,  what,  let 
me  ask,  have  we  gained  ?    Burely  I  need  not  at- 
tempt to  prove  to  the  Committee,  that  the  great 
body  of  the  community  who  are  consumers,  would, 
as  such,  ultimately  pay  this  tax  too.    And  thus, 
after  losing  all  the  difference  between  the  high 
price  at  which  we  have  to  buy  the  domestic  arti- 
cles, and  the  low  price  at  which  we  could  have 
bought  the  foreign,  in  supplying  the  deficit  in  rev- 
enue, occasioned  by  the  exclusion  of  the  foreign, 
we  have  the  high  privilege  of  being  taxed  with 
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excise,  instead  of  imposts.  The  loss  to  us,  in  this 
arrangement,  I  can  easily  perceive,  but  the  gain  I 
cannot,  unless  it  be  the  gain  of  a  more  disagree- 
able, instead  of  a  more  agreeable  mode  of  taxation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  are  the  people  of  this  country 
prepared,  in  time  of  peace,  for  a  direct  tax,  and 
for  an  excise,  or  for  either  1 

Sir,  we  know,  from  actual  experience,  that  they 
are  both  more  expensive  in  collection,  and  that 
the  direct  tax  being  by  numbers  amongst  the 
States,  is  unequal  in  its  operation ;  we  know  that 
they  are  more  inconvenient,  and  that  the  direct 
tax  subjects  us  to  the  intrusive  visit  of  the  tax- 
gatherer,  whilst  the  impost  is  included  in  the  ar^ 
ticies  which  we  purchase,  and  that  its  payment  is 
an  act  of  volition.  Invrelatton  to  excise,  though 
Bngland  raised,  according  to  Mr.  Lowe,  27,000,000 
steiling,  equal  to  $120,000,000,  by  excise,  in  1823, 
thoagh  there  are  now  twenty-five  different  arti- 
cles subject  to  excise  in  that  oppressed  kingdom, 
yet,  sir,  we  know  that  an  attempt  to  impose  an  ex- 
cise on  tobacco,  in  the  reign  of  George  IL,  was 
considered  by  some  of  her  hesi  patriots  as  danger- 
ous to  the  constitution ;  that  its  defeat  was  cele- 
brated with  rejoicings ;  that  Walpole,  the  Minis- 
ter who  proposed  it,  was  burned  in  effigy ;  and 
thfitt  he  abandoned  it,  because  he  thought  it  could 
not  be  carried  into  execution  without  an  arm^d 
force.  True  it  is,  sir,  that  the  people  of  England 
are  now  obliged  to  bear  it  in  multiplied  forms;  I 
thank  God  that  it  is  not  our  condition,  and  I  hope 
never  will  be.  But  gentlemen  say  that  this  bill 
will  increase  the  wealth  of  the  nation ;  I  readily 
admit  that  it  will  increase  the  profits,  and,  conse- 
quently, the  wealth  of  the  capitalists,  whose  capi- 
tal is.invested  in  manufacturi^ ;  I  admit,  also,  that 
these  establishments  may  afibrd  some  advantage, 
to  a  few  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands  of  persons, 
who  reside  contiguously  to  them;  but  I  utterly 
deny  that  it  will  increase  the  aggregate  wealth  of 
the  nation.  And  here,  Mc  Chairman,  though  I 
fear  it  may*  be  somewhat  unpalatable^  I  must  beg 
leave  to  mtroduce  some  principles  of  political 
economy. 

The  sum  of  my  doctrines,  on  this  subject,  is  this: 
that  the  wealth  of  a  nation  is  an  aggregate  of  the 
wealth  of  the  individuals  who  compose  it ;  this  is 
as  plain  a  principle  as  that  the  whole  is  made  up 
of  its  parts.  That  there  is  an  instinct  implanted 
in  man,  the  master-spring  of  his  actions,  which, 
through  life,  impels  him  to  a  perpetual  endeavor  lo 
better  his  condition ;  that  this  principle,  actiog  alike 
upon  all,  without  concert,  and  without  even  look- 
ing to  the  public  interest,  every  man  in  society  h 
constantly  endeavoring  to  increase  his  portion  of 
wealth,  and,  consequently,  every  man  is  laboring 
to  add  to  the  stock  of  public  wealth — an  increase 
of  a  whole  being  the  inevitable  result  of  an  in- 
crease of  all  itn  parts.  From  these  principles,  this 
corollary  is  deduced;  that  Government  should 
never  interfere  but  in  matters  of  State ;  that,  in  re- 
lation to  the  internal  police  of  a  country,  it  has 
done  all  that  is  required  of  it,  all  that  it  ought  to 
do,  when  it  has  secured  to  its  citizens  their  per- 
sonal liberty  and  private  property,  and  an  im- 
partial administration  of  justice ;  that,  as  to  the 


appropriation  of  his  skill,  capital,  and  labor, 
he  ought  to  be  left  as  free  as  the  air  which  he 
breathes,  subject  to  no  other  limitation,  than 
one  which  may  be  expressed  in  one  maxim  ot 
the  civil  law :  *'  So  use  thy  own  as  not  to  injure 
another's."  Now,  sir,  no  gentleman  will  contend 
that  the  instinct  which  I  have  mentioned,  does  not 
prompt  every  man  to  desire  to  improve  his  condi- 
tion ;  upon  this  point  I  have  the  law  of  nature  on 
my  side.  Before,  then,  it  can  be  justified  to  in^ 
voke  the  aid  of  Government  upon  this  subject,  i{ 
is  inoujaibent  on  those  who  would  do  so,  to  proT< 
that  Government  knows  better  how  to  direct  this 
desire,  which  all  acknowledge  to  be  universal 
than  the  individual  citizens  themselves.  This  the] 
cannot  do ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  think  it  can  H 
clearly  shown,  not  only  that  Government  does  noi 
know  better,  but  that  it  does  not  know  so  well 
nay,  that,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  is,  and  muS 
be,  wholly  incompetent  to  the  task.  As  gently 
men  will  probably  reject  the  authority  of  book^ 
I  will  resort  to  other  proof— to  the  experience  0 
all  who  hear  me,  and,  particularl)r»  to  our  practi 
cal  experience  during  this  verv  discussion.  No 
having  the  property  of  the  fabled  ring  of  Mid« 
which  converted  every  thing  which  it  touched  in 
to  goldj  we  cannot,  by  a  legislative  fiat,  creat 
the  capital;  the  only  po^ssible  remaining  method 
then,  by  which  it  can  be  contended  that  the  intei 
fereoce  of  Government  can  add  to  the  publi 
wealth)  is,  by  increasing  the  productiveness  ^ 
capital,  by  directins  it  to  a  more  profitable  appli 
cation.  Now,  sir,  I  would  ask,  can  any  membc 
of  this  Committee,  can  the  whole  Committee  un| 
ted,  give  me  an  answer  to  the  following  questions 
What  is  the  average  rate  of  profit  of  the  great  di 
partments  of  industry,  agriculture,  manufacture 
commerce,  and  navigation  ?  What  is  the  parii< 
ular  rate  of  profit  in  each  ?  What  is  the  partici 
lar  rate  of  profit  in  the  difierent  kinds  of  man^ 
facture,  sucn  as  iron,  wool,  cotton,  dbc  ?  What 
the  cause  of  the  difference  in  the  profit  of  difie 
ent  manufacturing  establishments  engaged  i 
manufacturing  the  same  materials?  Uoes  th 
difference  arise  from  the  difference  in  capital,  I 
in  machinerv,  or  in  industry,  or  in  skill,  or  { 
economy?  What  is  the  rate  of  profit  in  Enj 
land  in  the  different  kinds  of  maaaiactures,  wiii< 
come  into  competition  with  ours  of  the  same  kin^ 
Is  it  greater  or  lesis  than  ours ;  aiid  how  muj 
greater  or  less?  What  is  the  precise  amount 
the  advantage  or  disadvantage  jprpdoced  by  i 
comparative  manufacturing  iaciiitiea  in  Engla] 
and  the  United  States  ?  Is  it  not  manifest,  thi 
before  we  are  prepared  to  settle  the  various  qui 
tions  ariKiog.  out  of  a  tariff  designed  to  encol 
age  domestic  industry,  that  we  must  be  able  \ 
answer  all  these  questioBS|  and  many  more 
a  similar  character?  And,  yet,  sir,  it  must 
apparent  that  these  things  are  not  within  t 
scope  of  human  possibility.  Now  to  exemplil 
the  manufacturers  ask  for  protection  ;  a  giv 
sum  is  proposed  as  a  duty;  tne  commercial  ioi 
est,  as  w^ll  as  the  agricultural,  allege  that  I 
profit  of  the  manufacturer  is  already  larger  th 
theirs.    Who  amongst  us  can  tell  what  is  the  pr< 
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of  either?  and,  if  we  cannot,  how  do  we  know 
whether  protection  is  needed  ?  and,  if  it  be,  how 
moeh  ?  Again,  the  wool-grower  asks  a  protect- 
log  daiy  to  his  wool ;  the  manufacturer  exclaims 
that  the  rate  proposed  will  prostrate  his  manufac- 
tare.  What  data  have  we  upon  which  to  decide 
betireeo  rbem. 

1  could  furnish  a  practical  exemplification  of 
oor  iocompetency  to  this  task,  drawn  from  the 
impossibility  of  answering  each  of  the  questions 
which  I  have  put.     These  will  illustrate  the  truth 
for  which  I  am  contending,  namely,  that  the  pro- 
posed system,  as  it  is  without  our  sphere  of  action, 
so  it  is  beyond  our  means  of  information.    But 
whilst  we  are  thus  without  the  necessary  informa- 
tion, as  to  all  these  complicated  subjects,  each  in- 
diridoal  in  his  own  immediate  and  separate  pur- 
suit, has,  or  may  hare,  all  the  information  required, 
ia  rekcioo  to  his  basiness.    To  individuals,  then, 
let  OS  leave  it,  with  the  assurance,  that,  as  they 
hare  the  desire  to  give  their  capital  and  labor  the 
most  profitable  direction,  so  they  can  much  more 
sorely  find  out  that  application  than  we  can.    If 
Gorernment  interfere^  it  must  be  either  by  turning 
to  miDofactures  capital  not  now  so  invested,  or 
by  aiding  that  which  is  now  so  employed.    If  the 
teasooing  which  I  have  just  presented  be  correct, 
ihep  as  to  the  new  capital,  the  interference  is  in- 
jnrioiis,  because  the  individual  would  have  so  ap- 
propTiated  it,  if  such  appropriation  had  been  the 
most  beoeficial.    As  to  the  capital  already  invested 
in  manofactares,  if  it  already  produced  to  its  own* 
er  ao  arerage  profit,  then  nothing  could  be  more 
QDJii5t  than  to  increase  that  profit  at  the  expense 
of  the  community.     If  it  did  not  produce  the  av- 
erage profit,  then  it  is  clear  that  the  same  capi- 
tal would  contribute  more  tp  the  stock  of  public 
vealrh,  if  it  were  applied  in  some  other  way.  The 
iaterference  of  Gk>vernment  must,  then,  either  be 
tiBJiBt  or  iniurious.    BiH  it  is  said  that  the  com- 
monity  will  be  compensated  by  any  temporary 
Icm  arising  from  the  aid  to  manufactures,  by  the 
tzitupaie  reduction  in  price,  produced  by  the  do- 
taestic  competition.    And,  in  proof  of  this,  we 
ve  triumphantly  told  of  the  reduction  in  the  price 
of  coarse  cottons,    in  the  first  place  I  would  re- 
laark  that,  howerer  the  price  may  be  reduced,  this 
^ery  bill  proposes  to  increase  the  minimum  upon 
coaise  cottons ;  which  would  seem  to  show  that 
the^  fee  wanted  more  protection.  But  let  me  ask, 
if  the  coarse  cottons  have  fallen  in  the  United 
Siaia;,bave  they  not  also  fallen  in  England,  and 
to  a  price  lower  than  with  US'?    The  best  proof 
vbieh  gentlemen  could  give  us,  would  be,  to  re- 
peal the  minimum ;  a  proposition  which,  I  dare 
ttf,  we  shall  not  hear  from  them.    I  do  not  mean 
to  cooteod,  sir,  chat  domestic  competition  will  not 
ultimately  reduce  the  price — but  our  misfortune 
is  this,  that  the  high  profits  at  first  resultingf  from 
iaerea^  duties,  allure  many  persons  to  embark 
la  the  competition  with  insuflScient  or  small  cap- 
i^  or  carry  too  much  capital  into  that  pursuit,  and 
^hra  the  redaction  in  price  commences,  before  it 
breached  iu  minimum,  and  such  an  one  as  the 
fmgn  article  might  be  bought  for,  the  small  capi- 
taibisare  overpowered  ia  the  competition,  by  tne 


large  ones  ,and  they  again  cry  out  to  us.  Help  us,  or 
we  sinlt.  This  is  not  fancy,  sir,  but  fact.  The 
Walrham  factory  asks  for  no  aid;  the  memorial 
from  Delaware  does.  It  asks  for  protection  to  the 
woollen  manufactures,  that  a  part  of  the  redundant 
capital  invested  in  those  of  cotton,  may  flow  over 
into  those  of  wool.  Thus,  sir,  we  go  on,  in  a  con- 
tinued circle.  Large  profits^  it  seems,  allure  too 
much  capital  to  a  given  {pursuit.  As  soon  ashy  com- 
petition those  profits  begin  to  decline,  and  we  hope 
to  realize  the  promise  of  a  minimum  price,  and 
thus  receive  the  equivalent  for  our  loss  in  the  in- 
termidiate  high  prices^  we  are  called  on  to  save 
those  who  are  likely  to  be  crushed  in  the  struggle ; 
that  is,  we  must  sustain  all  our  manufacturers 
against  a  foreis^n  competition  ;  and  we  must  sus- 
tain the  smaller  capitalist  against  the  domestic 
competitions. 

But,  it  is  said  that  this. system  will  increase 
domestic  industry.  If  I  have  succeeded  in  show- 
ing that  it  will  not  increase  the  public  wealth  or 
capital  of  the  nation,  then,  sir,  it  is  utterly  impos- 
sible that  it  can  increase  tne  national  industry ;  it 
is  the  capital  which  calls  that  industry  into  action, 
which  furnishes  its  inducement  and  its  reward  ; 
and,  to  say  that  labor  will  be  increased,  whilst 
the  capital  of  the  country  is  not  only  not  increas- 
ed, but,  as  I  think  I  have  shown,  is  diminished, 
would  be  as  great  a  solecism  in  political  economy, 
as  to  say  that  population  could  be  increased,  whilst 
the  food  of  the  country  vras  diminished ;  as  the 
food  supports  population,  so  capital  supports  labor. 
It  will  certainly  divert  a  portion  of^  labor  from 
one  pursuit  to  another;  it  will  certainly  increase 
the  profits  of  the  manufacturing  capitalist ;  but  it 
does  not  increase  the  whole  stock  of  the  wealth 
of  the  nation;  it  gives  oaly  to  all  the  laborers  the 
usual  rate  of  wages^  about  equal  to  their  mainten- 
ance ;  and  that  maintenance  they  might  have  ac- 
quired in  some  other  labor,  either  for  themselves 
or  for  others. 

It  is  argued  that  it  will  furnish  a  better  and  a 
more  steady  market  to  the  aericolturists.  Let  us 
examine  this  pretension.  The  affricuttural  pro- 
duce cooaists  either  of  food,  or  of  the  materials  of 
manufacture;  so  far  as  it  consists  of  food,  there  is 
no  increase  of  consumers ;  for,  as  it  has  been  well 
said  in  one  of  the  memorials  sent  to  this  House, 
we  now  feed  them  all,  and  we  can  do  no  more. 
The  argument,  however,  proceeds  upon  the  as- 
sumption, that  a  portion  of^  labor  now  engaged  in 
agriculture,  will  be  transferred  to  manufactures ; 
and  thus,  the  quantity  of  agricultural  produce 
being  diminished,  there  will  be  a  better  price  for 
the  remainder.  This  is  indeed  a  consoling  pro- 
mise !  With  countless  millions  of  fertile  land  yet 
uncleared,  a  part  of  that  now  in  cultivation  is  to 
be  deserted;  then  it  must  remain  in  a  state  of 
waste  and  desolation,  for,  whence  is  to  be  de- 
rived the  labor  to  cultivate  it,  in  lieu  of  that  which 
has  gone  to  manufactures  ?  Can  that  system  be 
a  sound  one,  which  proposes,  not  only  to  arrest 
our  progress  in  clearing  new  lands^  but  even  to 
diminish  the  area  of  our  present  cultivation  ? 

But,  after  all,  what  is  to  be  the  number  of  our 
new  consumers  ?    We  have  no  data,  on  which  to 
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estimate,  with  any  thing  like  accuracy,  the  num- 
ber of  persons  engaged  in  manufactures.    I  "speak 
now  of  regular  manufacturing  establishments  of 
articles  for  sale.    The  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  in  1815,  reported,  that  there 
were  then  100,000  persons  engaged  in  the  cotton 
manufacture;  probably  the  whole  number  em- 
ployed in  the  different  manufactures,  might  now 
be  estimated  at  200,000 ;  but  these  ought  not  to  be 
included  in  our  calculation,  as  they  now  consume 
our  food,  without  the  aid  of  this  bill.  Let  us  sup- 
pose that  the  encouragement  afforded  by  this  bill, 
should,  in  some  two  or  three  years,  transfer  100,000 
persons  from  agriculture  to  manufactures.    Here 
we  have  this  number  of  new  consumers  to  feed. 
What  perceptible  advantage,  let  me  ask,  will 
this  small  number  afford  to  the  agriculturist? 
Particularly,  when  the  same  cause  that  creates 
this  new  demand  for  food  increases  the  price 
of  every  article  which    the   agriculturist  con- 
sumes ?    Let  me  illustrate  by  an  example.    I  will 
suppose  that  a  bbl.  of  flour,  which  before  brought 
five  dollars,  shall  then  command  six;  but  the  yard 
of  cloth,  which  before  brought  &ve  dollars,  now 
costs  six,  and  thus  the  account  is  balanced,  even 
upon  the  favorable  supposition,  for  the  advocates 
of  the  bill,  that  this  enhancement  of  price,  in^g- 
ricultural  produce,  will  take  place.    ]But  we  have 
a  much  better  prospect  of  new  consumers,  from 
our  increase  of  population.    Supposing  it  to  have 
been,  in  1820,  10,000,000— as  it  has  been  ascer- 
tained that  we  double  in  a  period  of  about  twenty- 
three  years — it  will  be  found  that  there  must  oe 
an  annual  increase  of  upwards  of  400.000  persons. 
But  it  is  estimated  that,  in  the  healthiest  coun- 
tries, one  in  fifty  will  annually  die.    This,  upon 
a  capital  of  10,000,000,  will,  annually,  be  200,000. 
To  make,  then,  an  actual  addition  of  400.000, 
there  must,  of  the  children  annually  born,  at  least 
600,000  survive.    Counting,  then,  from  1820  to 
1830,  a  period  of  ten  years,  there  would  be  6,000,- 
000  of  persons,  as  consumers,  not  one  of  whom 
would  be  proaucers,  none  having  yet  passed  ten 
years  of  age.    It  is  true  that  a  number  of  those 
oorn  in  the  preceding  period,  say  from  1810, 
would  be  annually  coming  into  the  cla*ss  of  labor- 
ers, by  reaching  the  ase  for  labor;  but,  then,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  they  were  the  progeny 
of  the  capital  of  population  m  1810,  which,  for 
round  numbers,  I  will  call  7,000,00a    And,  be- 
sides those  who  are  successively,  by  ase,  passing 
beyond  the  period  of  labor,  one-hall  of  the  whole 
number  are  to  be  presumed  to  be  females,  who, 
for  the  most  part,  are  engaged  in  household  occu- 
pations,  and   not    contributing   to   field   labor. 
Taking,  then,  into  estimate  that  the  stock  of  those 
annually  coming  into  the  laboring  class,  was, 
originally,  from  a  capital  of  7,000,000,  whilst  the 
number  of  new  consumers  was  from  a  capital  of 
10,000,000;  that  the  new  laborers  are  subject  to 
the  deductions  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  the 
new  consumers  have  to  be  added  to  their  number, 
the  number  necessary  to  supply  the  annual  defi- 
ciency, by  death,  of  200,000,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  number  of  consumers  is  constantly  increasing 
in  an  immense  proportion  beyond  the  new  pro* 


ducers;  and  hence,  gentlemen  may  perceive  that, 
where  population  is  not  checked,  the  natural 
course  of  things  is  perpetually  furnishing  a  cor- 
rective to  the  complaint  of  surplus  food  without  a 
market.  Again,  by  way  of  quieting  gentlemen's 
apprehensions  upon  that  subject,  let  me  tell  them 
that  the  whole  of  the  flour  exported,  during  the 
last  year,  would  scarcely  more  than  feed  the 
whole  population  of  the  British  Isles  for  one 
fortnight. 

As  far  as  the  agricultural  produce  consists  oi 
materials  of  manufacture,  as  we  now  have  a  mar^ 
ket  for  all,  it  would  only  be  an  exchange  of  the 
foreign  for  the  domestic  market.  If,  for  example 
we  did  not  purchase  the  cotton  manufactures  oi 
Britain,  she  would  not  need  the  material  of  whick 
that  part  formerly  purchased  by  us  was  made 
and  so  of  other  articles.  The  effect  q{  gradually 
displacing  foreign  commodities,  by  the  use  of  do 
mestic,  would  be  in  proportion  to  the  extent  o 
that  exclusion,  to  cut  off  the  commerce  between 
this  and  foreign  countries:  and,  with  the  com 
merce,  our  navigation  interest  would  go  down,  ai 
the  one  furnishes  the  necessary  measure  of  thi 
other.  These  would  be  the  necessary  conse 
quences  of  the  favorite  doctrine  of  gentlemen,  tha 
we  ought  to  be  independent  of  foreign  nation^ 
Now,  all  commerce  implies  reciprocal  depend 
ence;  that  is,  it  implies  that  each  country,  carry 
ing  it  on,  has  Something  that  the  other  wants,  am 
which  they  mutually  receive  as  equivalents.  ] 
this  be  the  kind  of  dependence  objected  to,  the^ 
the  independence  sought  for,  implies  that  there  i 
to  be  no  commerce.  When  there  shall  be  no  foi 
eign  commerce,  we  shall  have  scarcely  any  toi 
nage  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  in  time  of  peac< 
there  being  but  little  carrying  trade,  except  whe 
a  general  European  war  should  give  us  that  traij 
for  the  belligerents;  what,  then^  would  become  < 
our  800,000  tons  of  shipping  now  engaged  in  t) 
foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States? 

But  fearful  apprehensions  are  entertained  froi 
our  imports  exceeding  our  exports.  The  amouj 
of  imports,  for  1823,  was  $77,579,267,  and  of  oi 
exports,  (74,699,030.  The  excess  of  imports  oiH 
exports  being  apparently  near  $3,000,000.  B{ 
this  is  only  in  appearance;  for,  both  imports  a^ 
exports  are  estimated  at  their  value  at  the  place 
exportation.  Now,  as  we  mainly  transported  i 
in  our  own  ships,  there  is  nothing  to  be  added 
our  imports  on  account  of  freight;  but  the  vaij 
of  freight,  upon  our  exports,  is  to  be  added »  I 
cause,  having  done  nearly  seven-eighths  o« 
selves,  the  articles  would  be  sold  lor  as  mui 
more,  in  the  foreign  market,  than  they  were  I'roi 
at  home,  as  the  freight  amounted  to;  'w^hi 
would  more  than  cover  the  apparent  deficient 
Again,  sir,  even  if  the  imports  did  exceed  the  i 
ports,  it  does  not  at  all  necessarily  follow,  that  i 
are  carrying  on  an  unprofitable  commerce.  If  t 
imports  are  used  as  articles  of  consumption,  th 
it  would  be  injurious.  But,  if  they  are  of  a  chi 
acter  to  increase  the  productive  powers  of*  t 
countrjr,  in  a  subsequent  year,  then  the  trade 
beneficial,  and  the  excess  only  operates  as  a  Ic 
to  that  amount  of  foreign  capital.    A  pr&oti 
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eieiDpIification  of  this  truth  may^  be  foand  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States  previous  to  the  Revo- 
lotiooary  war,  when  we  were  constantly  in  debt 
to  Great  Britain,  and  yet  increasing  in  wealth 
with  unexampled  rapidity. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject 
we  are  always  told  that,  whatever  theorists  may 
say,  experience  proves  that  great  poverty  has  been 
the  fate  of  those  nations  which  did  not  encourage 
manufactures,  and  great  wealth  the  lot  of  those 
which  did ;  and  Spain  and  England  have  been 
uniformly  presented  as  striking  examples;  the 
first  of  poverty,  and  the  second  of  wealth,  which 
is  ascribed  to  their  different  policy  in  this  respect. 
Let  us  first  investigate  the  causes  of  the  poverty 
of  Spain.  Unhappy  country !  What  a  contrast 
it  presents  to  its  lormer  self!  The  time  was, 
when  it  was  the  terror  of  all  Europe ;  when  it 
commaaded  the  resources  of  Spain  proper,  the 
Netherlands,  Sicily^,  Sardinia,  Naples,  and  both 
the  Indies ;  wh|>D,  in  the  great  struggle  between 
the  rival  houses  of  Bourbon  and  Austria,  the  bal- 
aDce  of  power  in  Europe  was  endangered ;  when 
dueea  Elizabeth,  and  the  whole  English  nation, 
trembled  at  the  approach  of  her  invincible  Ar- 
mada. Now,  what  is  her  condition  ?  Prostrate, 
debased,  a  vassal  province  to  France.  Now,  in- 
deed, is  verified  the  famous  saying  of  Louis  XIV. 
There  are  no  longer  any  Pyrenees.  And,  even 
in  the  19th  centary,  the  benighted  mind  of  a  part 
of  its  populatioa  makes  them  Giing  to  the  Inquisi- 
tion ;  but  his  Holiness,  the  Pope,  refuses  to  com- 
ply with  their  request  tore-establish  it.  Let  me 
assign  some  of  the  most  prominent  causes  of  this 
fallen  condiiioo.  It  is  owins,  in  part,  to  the  big- 
otry of  the  Groverament,  to  the  superstition  of  her 
people,  and  to  the  Catholic  relijg[ion.  Look  over 
the  map  of  Europe,  you  will  find  the  Catholics 
much  more  numerous  than  the  Protestants.  And 
yet  how  infinite  the  difference  in  national  indus- 
try in  favor  of  the  Protestants !  What  comparison 
is  there  between  the  products  of  labor  of  the  Flem- 
ings, the  French,  and  northern  Italians,  on  the  one 
iide;  and  the  Stlesians,  Saxons,  the  Prussians,  and 
Englishmen,  on  the  other  f  In  Ireland,  we  are 
told,  the  linen,  the  only  great  manufacture,  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  Protestants.  Sir,  it  is  said,  the 
cadless  holidays  in  the  Catholic  religion  seriously 
interfere  with  labor.  The  gold  and  sUver  of  Mex- 
ico and  South  America  have  been  to  them  a  mis- 
fortooe.  While  it  stimulated  the  industrv  of  the 
Rst  of  Europe,  it  furnished  the  means  to  tne  kings 
of  Spain  of  carrying  on  wars  of  mad  ambition,  it 
dazzled  the  nation  with  the  ^lare  of  boundless 
wealth,  and  destroyed  the  elastic  spring  of  indus- 
try. Every  galleon  whiph  crossed  the  ocean  car- 
ried with  it  apparent  wealth,  but  the  cause  of  ul- 
tixnate  poverty.  Spain,  in  her  folly,  banished 
from  the  kingdom  the  Jews  who  conducted  her 
commerce ;  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  17th  cen- 
tary a  million  of  Moors,  the  most  industrious  of 
her  people  i*D  agriculture  and  manufactures.  These 
exiles  carried  with  them  their  wealth,  their  skill, 
and  industry.  Examine,  sir,  the  structure  of  her 
Government,  and  her  internal  regulations.  Her 
king,  her  nobles,  her  clergy,  under  papal  bondage; 


the  people  without  education ;  the  two  orders  of 
nobility  and  clergy,  with  one  third  of  the  land  of 
the  kingdom  locked  up  in  perpetual  inalienability. 
Some  idea  of  the  operation  of  this  latter  cause 
may  be  formed  from  the  experience  of  the  French 
revolution.  There,  too,  a  third  of  the  land  of  the 
kingdom  was  in  the  hands  of  the  privileged  or- 
ders, and  inalienable.  The  French  revolution, 
though  it  produced  some  tremendous  shocks,  has 
left  some  valuable  monuments  to  its  memory. 
The  national  domain  was  confiscated  and  sold, 
and  millions  of  people,  in  consequence,  became 
the  owners  of  the  sou.  Who  can  doubt  that  but 
for  this,  upon  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbon  dy-. 
nasty,  all  the  former  abuses,  and  the  whole  an- 
cient regime,  would  have  been  restored  with  them? 
To  return  to  Spain,  The  taxes  of  the  kingdom, 
the  most  oppressive  in  their  manner  of  being  laid 
and  collected,  and  almost  the  whole  borne  by  the 
people ;  while  the  privileged  orders  Were  exempt, 
or  nearly  so!  Take  a  particular  tax  upon  tne 
sale  of  commodities  repeated  at  every  new  sale, 
in^much  that  an  article,  in  its  various  transfers, 
has  been  taxed  ten,  ay,  twelve  different  times. 
Consider  the  monstrous  and  absurd  practice  ^rown 
into  a  prescriptive  right  in  favor  ol  the  privileged 
orders,  called  the  Mesta,  by  which  they  are  at  lib- 
erty, at  will,  to  have  thousands  and  myriads  of 
sheep  driven  through  the  different  provinces  for 
the  benefit  of  pasturage ;  the  most  defective  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  perhaps,  in  the  civilized 
world,  which  we  know  sooner  than  any  other 
cause,  to  destroy  all  credit  in  the  transactions  of 
men.  Its  agriculture,  sir,  is  at  as  low  an  ebb  as 
its  manufactures,  and  it  is  ascribable  to  the  same 
causes.  These,  sir,  are  the  outlines  of  the  picture 
of  Spain.  The  effect  of  all  these  causes  is,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  destroy  that  master-spring  of  hu- 
man exertion^-4he  certainty  that  we  shall  reap 
the  profits  of  our  labor.  No  man  can  feel  this  cer- 
tainty, who  does  not  enjoy  security  of  person  and 
property.  The  Spanish  people  are  under  the 
yoke  01  a  political,  a  regal,  and  a  papal  bondage. 
Look  at  England  herseu,  while  sne  wore  the 
chains  of  feudal  vassalage,  and  you  will  find  that 
the  active  spirit  of  industry  which  now  achieves 
so  much,  then  almost  lay  aormant.  Agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  every  kind  of  industry,  moved 
with  a  sluggish  pace.  A  new  era  commenced, 
and  all  the  natural  conseqiiences  followed. 

And  this,  sir,  brings  me  to  examine  the  ex- 
amples which  England  offers  to  our  ^contempla- 
tion. The  first  view  which  I  shall  present  on  this 
subject,  has  reference  to  the  statistics  of  the  two 
cotmtries.  The  population  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  according  to  Lowe,  for  1823,  was  21,- 
500,000.  But,  as  the  statement,  in  relation  to  Ire- 
landj  was  conjectural,  and  that  of  Qreat  Britain 
official,  I  will  take  that  as  the  subject  of  compari- 
son ;  Great  Britain,  then,  in  1823,  had  a  popula- 
tion of  14,500,000,  and  165  to  the  square  mile ; 
dividing  the  population  by  the  number  to  the 
square  mile,  we  find  the  number  of  square  miles 
to  be  less  than  90,000 ;  the  population  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  round  numbers,  I  will  state  at 
10,000,000.    If  we  take  the  whole  territory  of  the 
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United  States^  including  the  boundless  region  be- 
yond the  Mississippi,  it  is  estimated  by  Seybert  at 
2,000.000  square  miles,  and  the  population  would 
be  a  fraction  less  than  5  to  the  square  mile.  Can 
it,  Mr.  Chairman,  be  correct  for  us,  with  a  terri- 
tory s6  large,  and  a  population  so  thin,  to  follow 
the  example  of  Great  Britain,  with  a  territory  so 
small  and  a  population  so  dense  ?  I  had  thought 
that  examples  were  to  be  followed,  when  circum- 
stances were  alike ;  but  here,  so  far  from  likeness, 
the  example  offered  for  our  imitation  presents 
nothing  but  striking  contrast.  For  a  moment,  sir, 
allow  me  to  reverse  the  picture,  to  take  the  con- 
verse of  the  proposition  ;  suppose  that  it  was  form- 
ally proposed  in  the  British  rarliament,  that  Great 
Britain  should,  by  legislative  interference,  attempt 
to  turn  her  capital  and  labor  from  manufactures 
to  agriculture^  and  the  argument  offered  should 
be.  that  America  had  prospered  by  agriculture, 
wnat  would  be  thought  of  such  a  proposition  ?  The 
answer  would  be,  that  our  population,  compared  to 
territory,  points  to  manufactures  ;  so  here,  I  say, 
that  our  population,  compared  to  territory,  points 
to  agriculture ;  when  a  population  equal  to  that 
of  Ureat  Britain  shall  be  found  in  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  which,  tog^ether,  contain  a  greater 
territory,  manufactures  will  spring  up  in  the  nat- 
ural course  of  things. 

Before  I  proceed  to  examine  the  various  causes 
which  have  contributed  to  the  wealth  of  Great 
Britain,  I  beg  leave  to  correct  gentlemen  as  to  the 
fact  of  manufactures  there  beinj;  more  productive 
than  agriculture.  Mr.  Lowe,  m  his  work,  gives 
us  Colquhoun's  estimate  of  the  property  created  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  18lS,  which,  upon 
the  whole,  he  considers  as  about  a  fair  estimate 
for  1823.  The  aggregate  of  that  estimate  is  £430,- 
000.000 ;  of  this,  agriculture,  in  all  its  branches, 
including  pasture,  is  put  down  at  £217,000,000 ; 
manufactures,  in  every  branch,  at  £114^000,000 ; 
thus,  it  appears  that,  including  pasture,  agriculture 
produces  more  than  manufactures,  and  every  means 
of  creating  property  put  together ;  but  excluding 

gasture,  estimated  at  from  £60,000,OOQ  to  £100,- 
00,000,  and  taking  the  largest  sum,  still  agricul- 
ture produces  a  few  millions  of  pounds  sterling 
more  than  manufactures  in  every  branch.  The 
same  book  gives  us  a  table  of  the  proportions  of 
population  engaged  in  different  pursuits;  from 
this  it  appears,  taking  the  year  1821,  that  the 
families  chiefly  engaged  in  agriculture  were  978,- 
656 ;  those  in  manufactures,  trade,  and  mechan- 
ical employment,  1,350,259;  the  average  estimate 
of  a  family  being  five  persons  to  each.  Thus  it 
appears,  if  you  take  the  whole  product  of  agricul- 
ture, it  exceeds  the  aggregate  of  all  other  products, 
by  some  millions,  though  the  persons  engaged  in 
it  are  not  so  numerous,  by  more  than  a  million 
and  an  half  of  people ;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  la- 
borers, because  the  estimate,  being  by  families,  in- 
cludes all  ages  and  sexes.  If  you  exclude  pastur- 
age from  the  agricultural  produce,  still  it  exceeds 
the  whole  product  of  manufactures;  the  fable 
does  not  furnish  us  with  the  number  engaged  in 
manufactures  alone,  but,  if  we  allow  one  miliioo 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  seven  thousand  for  trade 


and  the  mechanical  arts,  which  seems  to  be  a  liberal 
one,  there  will  remain  as  many  in  manufactures  as 
in  agriculture.   With  all  the  boast,  then,  of  English 
writers,  of  the  productivenessof  manufactures^  here 
are  facts  stated  by  themselves,  which  bear  illus- 
trious evidence  in  favor  of  agriculture.    I  come 
now,  sir,  to  the  causes  which  have  enabled  Great 
Britain  to  take  the  lead,  in  the  career  of  European 
competition  for  wealth.    They  are  political,  re- 
ligious, and  physical.    Certain  great  events  in 
Europe,  over  which  she  had  no  control,  turned 
ereatly  to  her  advantage;  the  revocation  of  the 
Kdict  of  Nantes  by  Louis  XIV.,  produced  by 
his  blind  intolerance,  drove  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  his  Protestant  subjects  out  of  his  kingdom ;  the 
tyranny  and  oppression  of  Philip  U.  of  Spain, 
forced  multitudes  of  his  subjects  in  the  Netherlands 
to  quit  their  native  land  ;  the  exiles  from  both  these 
countries  took  refugee  in  Holland,  the  north  of 
Germany,  and  England — but  much  the  largest 
number  in  England;  they  carried  thither  with 
them,  besides  themselves,  much  active  industry,, 
much  skill  in  the  most  valuable  manufactures,  and 
much  capital ;  these  seeds  were  sown  in  the  most 
favorable  soil  in  Europe  to  their  growth,  and 
they,  accordingly,  soon  sprung  up  in  some  lux- 
uriance.   Permit  me  to  pause  here  a  moment,  and 
contrast  England  with  Spain  in  this  regard; 
England  gained  people,  manufacturing  skill,  and 
capital,  by  the  folly  and  wickedness  ot  the  rulers 
of  foreign  nations ;  Spain, on  the  contrary,  having 
all  these  advantages  in  her  own  bosom,  lost  them 
by  her  own  folly  and  wickedness,  by  the  expulsioa 
of  the  Moors. 

Let  us  now  survey  the  English  Constitution 
and  Government.  She  at  an  early  period  estal>- 
lished  the  reformed  religion,  the  advantages  of 
which  I  have  already  mentioned :  she  was  the 
only  country  in  Europe  which  had  a  represent 
tative  body,  thereby  elevating  the  peopfe  to  q 
share  in  ]^olitical  lioerty.  She  led  the  way  in 
the  abolition  of  the  feudal  system ;  one  oi  th< 
most  rapacious  and  unprincipled  Kings  that  sb< 
ever  had  even  contributed  to  this,  by  an  act  oi 
cunning,  or  left-handed  wisdom,  as  my  Lord  Bai 
con  would  call  it.  I  allude  to  Henry  VII.,  'whO| 
by  opening  the  way  to  the  alienation  of  lands,  de 
signed  to  break  down  his  nobles,  without  seeing 
the  great  consequences  which  were  to  follow 
Upon  the  abolition  of  the  feudal  system,  the  thir^ 
estate  of  the  realm  began  to  acquire  property 
this  stimulated  industry  of  every  kind;  a  spring 
was  given  to  commerce,  which,  as  early  as  thi 
days  of  Elizabeth,  we  are  told  by  Lord  Boling 
broke,  carried  the  English  over  all  the  known 
and  even  into  the  till  then  unknown,  parts  of  thi 
world — to  the  Dwina,  the  Volga,  across  the  Cad 
pian  sea,  into  Persia  to  the  coasts  of  Africa,  t 
the  East  Indies,  first  by  the  track  of  the  Venitiao 
and  then  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  though  th 
same  author  tells  us  that  in  the  reign  of  her  fachc 
Henry  VIII.,  the  English  were  obiiced  to  hire  c 
borrow  ships  of  Hamburg,  Lubec,  Dantzic,  an 
other  places.  I  come  now  to  the  physical  causae 
which  have  given  new  vigor  to  her  flight,  nei 
pinions  to  her  wings.    The  whole  kingdom   < 
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Great  Britain  is  mn  island,  and  her  internal  navi- 
ga(ioo  saperior  to  that  or  any  country  of  equal 
extent  OD  the  globe.    Her  insular  position  teems 
with  adraotages.     Whilst  the  nations  of  the  con- 
tiaent  of  Europe,  for  purposes  of  safety,  were 
obiij^ed  to  keep  up  standing  armies,  and  imrriers 
of  fortified  towns,  which  have  been  happily  said 
to  be  like  armor  too  heavy  to  be  borne,  which 
wastes  tlie  strength  of  those  who  bear  them,  Eng- 
land was  protected  by  a  continued  maritime  fron- 
tier, arbich  cost  ber  nothing  to  defend  it  but  a 
oary.  Thus,  by  ft  rare  fortune,  her  position  invited 
and  impelled  her  by  an  irresistiUe  destiny  to  the 
patsaits  of  commerce;  and  whilst  in  quest  of 
commercial  gain,  formed,  by  means  of  her  mer- 
cudte  aarine,  a  perfect  nursery  of  seamen,  to 
ann  that  very  navy,  which  served  her  in  lieu  of  a 
fortified  barrier,  not  only  with  less  expense,  but 
vith  mach  less  danger  to  the  Constitution,  than 
the  armies  and  barriers  of  the  continent.    The 
people  of  England,  then,  being  emancipated  from 
ieodal  bondage,  participating  ^  their  Representa- 
tiresio  the  GoDstitution  and  Government,  secure 
i&  their  persons  and  property,  having  their  minds 
freed  from  the  fetters  of  popish  superstition,  a 
Dew,  aod.  compared  with  tne  rest  of  Europe,  an 
UQcxampted  degree  of  elasticity  was  communi- 
cated to  the  spring  of  their  industry  and  enter- 
prise.. Operated  npon  by  these  impelling  moral 
aad  political  caoses,  and  aided  by  the  gift  of  Na- 
ture with  ail  the  local  and  physical  advantages 
which  I  have  described,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
chejr  should  J  as  &ey  did,  engage  in  tne  most  ex- 
leosire  foreign  commerce,  and  acquire  the  largest 
fflereaaciJe  niarine  in  the  world.    They  carried 
their  colonies  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe — 
to  Earope,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America — some  for 
defence,  soine  for  commercial  gain.    The  produc- 
tions of  many  of  these  colonies,  offering  new 
cqoivalents  for  the  productions  of  labor  at  home, 
ereatedoew  stimulants ;  these  new  products,  both 
of  the  parent  State  and  colonies,  enriched  her,  not 
onlf  by  themselves,  but  by  the  transportation  Of 
them  respectively.     Thus,  sir,  it  was  toe  rich  and 
exteasive  foreign  commence  of  England,  produced 
by  the  causes  which  I  have  mentioned,  which 
eoatrihoied  essentially  to  the   incr^ise  of  her 
wealth. 

I^Mr.  Chairman,  we  loo|c  into  the  page  of  his- 
M,  we  shall  find  that  foreign  commerce  has 
hett  a  fruitfol  source  of  wealth,  in  ancient  as 
weU  as  modem  times.    Look  at  Sidon  and  Tyre ; 
*t  Veaice,  Genoa,  and  Pisa ;  lit  Lubec,  Hamburg, 
iodthe  other  Hanae  towns.    See  to  what  a  pitcn 
ofopolenee  these  towns  were  each  carried  by  its 
>Jd.  Look,  sir,   at  the  Northern  States  of  this 
Union.   It  operates  as  aeause  of  wealth,  by  giving 
mereased  prodnctiveness  to  the  agricultural  and 
other  labor  of  the  country  Which  possesses  it,-  by 
means  of  the  boundless  market  which  it  opens 
for  its  surplus  produce.    Where  its  own  country, 
either  from  the  poverty  or  smalloess  of  its  terri- 
fy, has  no  such   surplus  produce,  it  is  actively 
engaged  in  effecting  an  exchange  of  the  produce 
of  foreiffn  countries,  and  thus  reciprocally  impart- 
mg  vaUie  to  that  which  each  wanted,  and  which 


each  had  to  spare.  When,  by  these  means,  capi- 
tal is  accumulated,  and  the  population  full,  then 
come  manufactures,  which,  as  they  cannot  exist 
without  capital,  necessarilv  presuppose  its  previ- 
ous accumulation.  But  ir,  in  the  tide  of  time, 
aod  the  vicissitudes  of  human  affairs,  any  circum- 
stances turn  this  commerce  into  il  new  channel, 
the  capital  which  flowed  from  it,  takes  the  same* 
direction,  and  the  manufactures,  which  depended 
for  their  existence  on  that  capital,  follow  in  ita 
train,  and  associate  themselves  anew  with  it,  in 
its  new  habitation.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Chairman, 
in  the  Italian  cities,  and  Haase  towns,  whilst  the 
capital  from  foreign  commerce  remained  with 
them,  so  did  manufactures ;  but  since  its  departure, 
nothing  is  left  of  them  but  the  sad  memento  ana 
melancholy  remeidbrance  of  their  former  opulence 
and  grandeur !  This  is  the  inevitable  course  of 
things,  and  yoa  might  as  well  attempt  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  the  earth,  by  the  stamp  of  the  foot, 
as  to  attempt  to  alter  it.  Nothing,  then,  remains, 
after  these  sojourners  have  taken  their  flight,  but 
the  solid  agricultural  wealth  of  the  country  which 
possesses  it.  ,  In  this  respect,  sir,  the  United  States 
enjoy  a  felicitous  ^sition  in  the  scale  of  nations ; 
possessed  of  a  territory  vast  in  extent  and  of  great 
fertility,  we  have  the  deep  foundations  of  our 
wealth  laid  upon  the  fixed  and  permanent  basis  of 
agricultural  .labor ;  possessed  of  an  extensive  for- 
eign  commerce,. which  lays  open  the  world  to  as, 
as  a  market  for  the  surplus  produce  of  that  labor, 
and  stimulates  its  productions  by  the  value  of  all 
the  diversified  commoditite,  whether  of  comfort 
or  of  luxury,  which  it  offers  us  in  exchan^^e,  our 
lot  is  cast  in  pleasant  places,  and,  if  we  wait  with 
patience,  and  enjoy  the  blessings- which  we  have, 
time  and  circumstances  will  raise  up  manufac* 
tures  amonest  us^  when  the  condition  of  the 
country  shall  require  iL 

And  let  it  not  be  supposed,  sir,  that,  without 
great  extension  of  manufactures,  we  shall  be  with- 
out wealth.  Compare  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  rapidity  of  their  progress  in  pros- 
perity— in  this  comparison,  the  question  is,  which 
of  the  two  countries  has  improved  most  rapidly, 
in  proportion  to.its  capital?  For,  as  in  each  the 
whole  annual  produce  (amounting,  in  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  to  ^£350,000,000  sterling)  is  used 
either  as  revenue  for  actual  consumption,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  productive  industry 
of  the  country  in  subsequent  years,  the  increase 
of  wealth  is  to  be  measured  by  the  proportion 
which  that  improvement  bears  to  the  capital  of 
the  country.  Has  Great  Britain  made  as  great 
relative  progress  as  the  United  States  1  The  ques- 
tion is  answered,  conclusively,  in  our  favor,  by 
looking  at  the  unexampled  increase  of  our  popu- 
lation, by  their  comforts  and  independence,  by  the 
continued  extension  of  our  settlements,  the  clear- 
ing of  new  lands,  the  consequent  enlargement  of 
the  area  of  cultivation,  and,  in  fine,  by  every 
circumstance  which  marks  the  rapid  growth  of  a 
country.  Go  back  forty  years,  and  take  the  ground 
which  each  then  occupied.  No  man  will  say  that 
we  have  not  moved  further  from  our  then  posi- 
tion than  she  has  from  hers. 
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I  do  not  mean  to  sajr,  sir,  that  manafactures  do 
not  contribute  to  the  wealth  of  a  country,  that 
they  do  not  contribute  to  the  wealth  of  England. 
My  proposition  is,  that,  though  they  are  the  cause, 
they  were  first  themselves  an  effect.  English  cap- 
ital was  first  accumulated  ;  that  gave  rise  to  man- 
ufactures, and  they,  in  their  turn,  now  add  to  the 
public  wealth.  But  to  say  that  they  were  the 
primary  cause  of  that  wealth,  would  be  as  im- 
proper as  if  a  Boston  merchant,  who  had  accu- 
mulated a  million  of  dollars  by  Commerce,  and 
then  invested  it  in  manufactures,  from  which  he 
received  a  profit,  were  to  say  that  manafactures 
were  the  cause  of  his  wealth.  But,  in  whatever 
way,  or  to  whatever  extent,  manufactures  may 
have  contributed  to  the  wealth  of  England,  it  is 
not  by  protecting  duties,  as  has  been  contended, 
that  they  have  been  sustained  in  her  competition 
with  Europe.  No.  sir,  the  causes  of  her  manufac- 
turing prosperity  have  a  much  deeper  source  than 
these.  They  are  found,  besides  the  political  cir- 
cumstances before  stated,  in  her  inexhaustible 
fuo(j  of  coal,  and  other  natural  advantages,  and 
the  no  less  important  acquired  advantages  of  cap- 
ital and  machinery.  The  British  writers  them- 
selves ascribe  their  success  to  these  causes ;  and 
the  Ministerial  expose  of  the  British  resources, 
published  in  1823,  distinctly  ascribes  it  to  their 
immense  superiority  in  capital  and  machinery, 
which  so  multiplies  human  industry,  says  the 
same  pamphlet,  as  to  render  the  cost  of  labor,  as 
compared  with  the  produce,  almost  wholly  insig- 
nificant. 

I  refer  to  the  same  pamphlet,  sir,  for  certain 
facts  which  conclusively  prove  to  me  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  protecting  duties.  In  1823,  the  exports 
of  linen  from  Great  Britain  were  only  irbout 
£2,300,000;  of  woollen,  about  ^,000,000;  and 
of  cotton,  £20,000.  Now,  sir,  upon  the  coarse 
linens,  there  is  an  actual  bounty  upon  exportation. 
As  to  woollen,  it  has  received  a  large  share  of  the 
paternal  care  of  the  British  Parliament,  from  the. 
reign  of  the  First  Edward  to  the  present  time — a 
period  of  upwards  of  500  years.  It  has  been  a 
perfect  legislative  bantling  m  point  of  protecting 
duties ;  yet  cotton,  the  export  of  which,  in  the 
year  1780,  did  not  much  exceed  £2,000,000,  has 
now  grown  to  half  the  amount  of  the  whole  ex- 
ports of  the  kingdom.  The  reason  is,  that,  from 
th€  texture  of  cotton,  it  is  emphatically  fitted  for 
machinery,  and  hence  the  astonishing  increase  in 
its  manufacture. 

Let  us  now,  sir,  examine  the  manner  in  which 
wealth,  acquired  by  manafactures,  is  distributed. 
Some  years  a^o,  the  persons  engaged  in  manufac- 
turing cotton  m  England,  were  estimated  at  800,- 
000.  They  may  fairly  now,  from  the  extension, 
be  set  down,  at  least,  at  1,000,000.  It  would  be 
a  large  calculation  to  suppose,  that  50,000  of  that 
number  were  interested  in  the  capital;  but  let 
the  profits  be  ever  so  great,  every  one  knows  that 
the  laborers  receive  only  wages,  and  that,  too, 
scarcely  enough  for  a  comfortable  maintenance. 
Of  consequence,  the  whole  profit  passes  into  the 
hands  of  the  capitalists.  Here,  then,  of  1,000,000 
ol  persons,  50,000  receive  the  pronts,  whatever 


they  are,  and  950,000  receive  nothing  beyond  mei 
mamtenance.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  it  the  po 
icy  of  this  country  to  concentrate  wealth  in  tfa 
hands  of  a  few,  or  to  give  it  the  utmost  possibi 
diffusion  atnongst  our  people?  We  have  bee 
told  that  we  ou^ht  to  have  an  American  polic 
So  say  I,  sir.  This  system  suits  well  the  meridia 
of  Great  Britain.  It  does  not  suit  ours.  Tt 
immense  burdens  of  that  kingdom,  the  large  loai 
which  are  sometimes  necessary  to  be  effected,  mal 
it  convenient  to  the  British  Government  to  ha^ 
its  wealth  in  the  hands  of  a  few  large  capitalist 
They  are  convenient  subscribers  to  a  large  loan  f 
the  service  of  Government,  or  for  a  subsidy.  Wii 
us,  the  principles  of  our  Government,  the  who 
frame  of  our  polity,  require  us  not  to  make  lar| 
masses  of  wealth,  but  rather  to  break  them  in 
smaller  pieces.  Great  inequality  in  wealth  wou 
tend  to  warp  our  institutions  from  their  natui 
course.  Sir,  the  structure  of  society  in  Gr< 
Britain  may  be  aptly  illustrated  by  one  of  t 
stately  columns  which  support  the  dome  of  tl 
magnificent  hall :  Its  base  is  of  freestone;  itsshs 
of  domestic  marble ;  its  capital,  of  fine  Italia 
The  emblem  of  ours  is,  or  ought  to  be,  a  colun 
whose  base,  shaft,  and  capital,  are  of  the  sa( 
material.    I  repeat,  sir,  that  a  system,  tending 

f produce  great  inequality,  may  suit  Great  Britaj 
t  does  not  suit  us.  And,  after  all,  Mr.  Cbairrni 
is  wealth,  though  desirable,  the  only  great  des 
eratum  in  Government,  especially  in  ours.  C 
thage,  sir,  the  richest  city  in  the  world,  in  1 
day,  was,  at  the  same  time,  the  weakest ;  and^ 
the  last  great  struggle  for  her  political  existen 
she  relied,  for  her  defence,  upon  an  army  of  na 
cenary  soldiers,  and  was  utterly  defeated  and  o^ 
thrown  by  her  poorer  neighbors,  the  Romanj 
thus  executing  their  famous  denunciation,  DeUi 
est  Carthago,  Sir,  there  are  great  moral  and  p 
tical  objections  to  the  premature  encoura^ena 
of  manufactures. 

I  shall  not  attempt,  sir,  to  lake  the  lectur 
chair,  and  read  a  moral  homily  to  the  Commit^ 
I  shall  not  stop  to  speak  of  the  effects  of  la 
manufacturing  establishments,  upon  the  bed 
the  manners,  or  the  morals  of  the  laborers  ;  1< 
be,  if  gentlemen  will  have  it,  that  continued  t 
through  the  day,  and  part  of  the  night,  the  c 
tinual  smoke,  oil,  and  lamps,  of  these  places, 
not  affect  the  health;  let  it  be,  that  the  ej 
withdrawal  of  children  from  parents,  and  the 
discriminate  crowding  together  of  sexes  and  a| 
do  not  affect  the  morals ;  let  all  this  be,  and 
there  is  an  objection  in  a  political  light,  ^vh 
makes  me  adverse  to  this  policy.  In  Bn^1« 
sir,  if  wealth  can  be  accumulated,  if  the  G 
ernment  can  squeeze  taxes  enough  from  the  ] 
pie,  to  save  it  from  sinking  under  its  mou&i 
load  of  debt,  if  the  privileged  orders  and  i 
italists  can  be  kept  up,  it  matters  not,  that  it 
dreds  of  thousands,  that  millions  of  the  |>oc 
are  doomed  to  exist,  not  live;  to  be  consideren 
the  machines  which  belong  to  the  establish  en < 
with  no  other  difference  than  this,  that,  ipv-j 

I  other  machines  are  impelled  by  water,  or  fire,  i 
are  pat  into  motion  by  that  principle  of 
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tioD  which  nature  implanted  in  them.  In  this 
oottotiy,  «r,  we  not  want  animated  machines,  we 
do  not  want  piehs,  or  populace ;  we  want  men, 
we  want  people ;  we  want  citizens  who  obey  the 
laws,  not  tasK-masten ;  who  do  not  receive  their 
daily  bread  from  the  hand  of  another,  but  from 
their  own  voluntary  labor  upon  their  own  soil ; 
who  have  some  stake  in  the  Government,  who 
feeJ  and  take  an  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  are 
ready  and  willing  to  defend  themselves  as  men 
and  citizens  in  their  rights  of  property',  and  civil 
and  political  libertv.  What  comparison,  sir,  is 
there,  between  a  million  of  Englishmen  engaged 
in  cotton  Victories  as  day  laborers,  and  a  million 
of  American  citizens  cultivating  their  own  soil. 

Look,  sir,  at  the  riots  in  England  in  1808,  and 
1812,  when  whole  manufacturing  districts  were 
roused  into  acts  of  violence  from  the  low  price  of 
labor  and  the  high  prices  of  provisions.  A  sud- 
den check  to  demand  for  manufactures,  or  a  tern- 
porarf  scarcity  of  grain,  makes  wages  an  insuffi- 
cient resource  for  comfortable  maintenance.  Re- 
more  them,  and  they  settle  down  quietly  to  their 
tasks.  Reflect  for  a  moment,  sir,  on  the  scene  in 
1S15,  when  the  corn  maximum  was  under  con- 
sideration, when  my  Lord  Castlereagh,  late  Lord 
Londonderry,  caused  the  Parliament  house  to  be 
surrounded  by  armed  soldiers,  to  keep  off  what  he 
was  pleased  to  call  a  mob ;  that  is  the  people,  who 
feared,  by  the  high  price  of  grain,  they  would 
starve  for  bread.  In  this  country,  sir,  where  agri- 
cuiture predominates,  no  such  difficulties  occur; 
oar  own  people  eat  their  own  bread,  and  have 
some  to  spare  to  the  British  manufacturer.  And 
Jet  OS  not  be  uneasy,  sit,  that  we  have  .too  much 
breadstuff}  we  can  alwaya  dispose  of  it  at  some 
price ;  and  if  it  be  now  low,  it  is  owing  to  the 
&tate  of  the  world ;  so  are  manufactures  in  Eiuf* 
land  low ;  indeed  it  seems  they  are  too  low ;  for 
our  manufacturers  tell  us  they  are  so  much  so 
that  ibey  shall  be  ruined  if  brought  into  competi- 
tion with  theirs.  Let  me  add,  sir,  for  the  com- 
fort of  our  agriculturists,  that  some  surplus  of 
grain  on  hand  is  a  national  blessinff ;  they  serve 
the  purposes  which  public  granaries  did  in  ancient 
times  to  snpply  deficient  years ;  the  very  year,  sir, 
after  the  Eoglish  farmers  called  for  a  maiimum 
on  com,  from  their  supposed  abundance,  the  year 
1816,  such  was  the  scarcity  that  it  rose  to  X6  ster- 
hfi|  the  quarter  of  eight  bushels;  even  in  this 
laad  of  plenty,  Indian  corn  sold  at  $10  per  barrel, 
ud  fiour  at  near  $15.  A  continual  surplus,  then, 
I  rqpeat,  is  a  public  blessing. 

DQt  it  is  said  that  the  late  war  and  the  double 
duti&  gave  an  encouragement,  which  caused  in- 
fant mannfactores  to  spring  op,  and  that  they 
oQght  to  be  sustained  by  Government  till  they 
become  strong  enough  to  withstand  foreign  com- 
petition. No  doabt,  sir,  that,  since  the  peace,  the 
aanufactorers  have  suffered  great  reduction  in 
their  prices ;  but  in  this  they  participate  in  com- 
mon with  every  class  of  their  lellow-citizens,  nay, 
ur,  with  everv  part  of  Europe.  Mr.  Lowe  esti- 
mates the  fall  m  agricultural  produce  at  60  per 
cent^  and  in  that  of  manufactures  at  from  40  to 
^  per  cent    The  aame  cause  operated  in  Europe 


and  America;  from  1792  till  1814,  except  the 
feverish  truce  which  followed  the  pieace  of  A  mien  s, 
all  civilized  Europe  almost  was  in  arms;  half  a 
million  of  men  on  the  side  of  France,  about  the 
same  number  on  the  side  of  the  allies ;  this  created 
an  immense  demand  for  ordnance,  munitions  of 
war,  clothing,  subsistence;  this  demand  gave  tiew 
stimulus  to  their  production,  and  enhanced  the 
prices  to  an  enormous  extent;  upon  the  peace  of 
1814,  this  demand  was  greatly  diminisned,  and 
consequently  the  prices  of  every  article  fell  to  a 
peace  rate.  The  languor  which  followed,  cor- 
responded to  the  preceding  excitement.  Let  me 
£  resent  to  the  Committee  the  description  which 
Ir.  Lowe  gives  of  the  prominent  characteristic 
of  the  national  embarrassment  of  England  since 
the  peace  of  1814.  I  use  hjs  own  words:  <^A 
'  deociency  of  employment  among  part  of  the 
'  lower  orders,  and  distress,  from  insufficiency  of 
^  wages,  at  those  intervals,  when  provisions  were 
^  high  priced..  In  the  middle  classes,  whether 
'  merchants,  manufacturers,  or  agriculturists,  the 
'  general  ground  of  complaint  has  been  an  inad- 
'  equacy  of  profit,  a  disproportion  of  prices  to  the 
*  cost  01  production.  The  principal  cause  of  these 
'  and  other  difficulties,  was,  doubtless,  as  explained 
'  in  the  preceding  chapter,  the  magnitude  of  the 
'  transition,  the  suspension  of  Gfovernment  expen- 
^  diture,  and  the  consequent  overstock  of  hands." 
He  then  considers  the  evil  as  aggravated  by  the 
public  burdens,  and  the  expense  of  living  being 
higher  than  amonff  their  neighbors. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  European  war,  we 
were  drawn  into  its  devouriasr  vortex  with  one 
of  the  belligerents;  the  same  extravagant  enhance- 
ment of  price  occurred  here  for  every  article  re- 
quired for  the  public  service  or  individual  con- 
sumption ;  upon  the  return  of  peace  here,  as  in 
Europe,  every  thing  returned  to  its  natural  peace 
price.  The  same  state  of  things,  however,  per- 
vaded the  whole  society ;  the  ship  owner,  the  mer- 
chant, the  farmer,  all  shared  the  same  fate.  I 
regret  that  war  prices  allured  too  many  persons 
to  embark  in  manufacturing  projects;  even  in 
Massachusetts  alone  I  learn  that  eighty-five  maa- 
ufacturins  companies  were  incorporated  in  four 
years.  Hut,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  show  that  the 
manufacturers  have  no  cause  of  complaint  against 
the  Grovernment ;  on  the  contrary,  that  the  Crov- 
ernment  has  acted  with  great  liberality  to  them; 
until  the  year  1812,  there  was  no  duty,  except  on 
carriages  and  their  parts,  higher  than  12|  per 
cent. ;  by  the  act  of  1812,  the  permanent  duties 
were  doubled,  thus  raising  them  from  12|  to  25 
per  cent. ;  there  was  a  duty  of  2^  per  cent.,  called 
the  Mediterraaean  fund,  laid  in  1804,  and  con 
tinned  by  successive  acts  to  1815,  when  it  ex- 
pired, but  it  was  no  part  of  the  permanent  duty  ; 
the  act  of  1812,  which  doubled  the  duties,  de* 
clared,  that  it  should  continue  in  force  for  one 
year  after  the  peace,  and  no  longer;  here  then 
was  fair  warning  to  all  who  engaged  in  manu- 
factures ;  thev  were  purchasers  with  notice. 

In  1816,  however,  the  manufacturers  repre- 
sented, that  the  transition  from  war  to  peace, 
made  it  necessary  to  give  them  a  temporary  con- 
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tinuance  of  protection ;  accordiogly,  by  the  act  of 
that  year,  we  contiDued  the  25  per  cent.,  the  war 
duties  on  cotton  and  woollen  for  three  years,  and 
then  declared  it  should  be  reduced  to  20  per  cent; 
before  the  lapse  of  those  three  years  we  again 
continued  the  25  per  cent,  on  cottons  and  woollens 
to  1826,  and  now  we  are  asked  for  further  protec* 
tion.  This  state  of  facts^  and  history  of  legbla- 
tlon,  will  certainly  acquit  us  of  any^  charge  of 
want  of  liberality  as  to  tha  ffreat  articles  of  cotton 
and  woollen.  Let  us  now  tase  the  case  of  iron.  In 
1816  that  article  was  subjected  to  a  duty  of  $9 
per  ton ;  it  was  raised,  in  1818,  to  $15.  I  find  by 
the  document  from  the  Treasury,  by  dividing  the 
whole  value  of  iron  imported  oy  the  num^  of 
tons,  the  price  per  ton  is  355  and  a  fraction.  Now, 
it  will  be  found  that  $15  per  ton  is  more  than  25 
per  cent  ad  valorem.  .  This  was  the  war  duty, 
excluding  the  Mediterranean  duty  of  2^  per  cent. 
But,  if  we  take  the  price  of  iron  in  the  interior  of 
Sweden,  where  it  is  made,  it  is  not  more  than  $40 
or  $45  per  ton ;  here  it  sells  at  least  for  $80 ;  and 
as  the  manufacturer  here  gets  the  whole  benefit  of 
the  difierence  between  the  price  to  the  manufac- 
turer in  Sweden  and  the  market  price  here,  his 
advantage  is  equal  to  between  00  and  100  per 
cent.  The  case  of  hemp  is  as  favorable  to  our 
growers ;  but  I  forbear  to  ^  further  into  particular 
articles,  '  It  may  be  said,  m  general,  that  the  pres^ 
ent  duti^  equal  the  war  duties.  Let  us  now,  sir, 
institute  a  comparison  between  the  relative  ad- 
vantages of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
in  manufacturing.  The  first  thioff  is  fuel,  of 
which  they  boast  triumphantly;  in  that  article  we 
are  equal  to  any  nation  on  the  earth ;  our  forests 
groaning  with  wood,  and  the  bowels  of  the  eartb 
teeming  with  coal.  The  next  is  the  raw  material. 
As  to  cotton,  of  which  half  their  exports  is  com- 
posed, as  appears  from  their  ministerial  pamphlet, 
we  raise  it,  they  do  not;  here,  therefore,  we  have 
the  advantage.  As  to  ^irovisions,  we  have  an  im- 
mense advantage.  As  to  the  relative  taxes  of  the 
two  countries,  it  is  known  that  theirs  greatly  ex- 
ceed ours,  and  here,  also,  we  have  the  advantage. 
As  to  wages  of  labor,  it  is  said  that  ours  greatly 
exceed  theirs ;  but,  in  the  first  place,  I  would  re- 
mark that,  if  it  be  true,  as  has  been  said,  that 
machinery  multiplies  the  physical  force  of  a  coun- 
try twelve  times,  then  it  follows  that  eleven- 
twelfths  of  this  disadvanta|^  are  obviated.  But 
another  strong  argument  arises  from  the  nature  of 
wages;  every  pursuit  to  be  continued  must  yield 
about  the  average  rate  of  profit  in  the  country 
after  paying  all  expenses;  now  wa^es  are  a  part 
of  those  expenses ;  when,  therefore,  it  is  said  that 
manufactures  cannot  pay  the  rate  of  wages  that 
other  pursuits  do,  it  shows  that  those  others  are 
more  beneficial ;  besides,  high  wages,  if  the  busi- 
ness yet  goes  on,  is  the  best  sign  oi  the  prosperity 
of  the  country ;  they  are  paid  to  the  laboring  class 
of  the  community,  who  are  always  a  majority ;  it 
shows,  therefore,  that  that  class  is  in  a  comforta- 
ble condition.  The  last  point  of  comparison  is 
capital ;  now  I  know  the  positive  amount  of  Brit- 
ish capital  greatly  exceeds  ours,  but  its  relative 
amount  does  not  much  exceed  ours ;  by  relative 


amoont,  I  mean  the  proportion  which  the  capital 
bears  to  the  transactions  to  be  nesotiated  brit; 
thus,  one  man  may  have  a  capital  of  a  mxilm^ 
and  another  only  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  the  one 
being  a  wholesale  merchant  and  importer,  and  the 
other  a  small  country  dealer,  the  latter  may  have 
as  much  relative  capital  as  the  former. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  amoant  of 
capital  required  to  negotiate  the  transactions  in 
Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  the  following  table 
given  by  Lowe,  of  their  national  expenditure,  or 
consumption  for  1823 : 

Expended  on  the  produce  of  the  soil  for  the  food 
of  man,  or  for  purposes  of  manu- 
facture         £120,000,000 

On  the  produce  of  the  mines  -^       -      10,000,000 

On  manufactures  for  home  consump- 
tion      70,000,000 

On  houses  built  or  repaired,  on  fur- 
niture, and  on  improvement  of 
land}  or  whatever  is  termed  in  law 
real  propejPtjr        -        -        -        -      30,000,000 

On  all  goods  imported,  whether  for 
consumption,  such  as  tea,  sugar, 
coffee,  or  for  manufacture,  as  wool, 
hemp,  iron  .        -        -       .     70,000,000 

On  all  commodities  or  products  not 
comprised  in  the  preceding  -        -     50,000.000 

£350,000,000 

The  best  way  to  ascertain  the  relative  amouot, 
is  the  interest  of  money;  that  is,  the  price  paid 
for  the  use  of  money ;  and  (he  price  ot  that,  like 
every  other  commodity,  depends  on  the  proportion 
between  the  efifective  demand  and  supply.  Gov 
ernment  in  England  can  command  money  at  foQi 
per  cent.,  we  at  five.  This  then  shows  the  differ* 
ence  in  the  relative  demand.  I  have  not  men 
tioned  machinerv,  because  he  who  has  capital  cal 
command  it.  These  are  the  comparative  advap 
tages  and  disadvanta^  of  the  two  countries  ii 
manufacturing  facilities.  But  our  manufacture 
of  cotton  and. wool,  for  example,  besides  the  mio 
imum  on  coarse  cottons,  has  twenty-five  per  ceal 
duty,  estimated  upon  the  original  cobt,  with  tb 
addition  of  ten  per  cent,  to  that  cost — thas  mal 
ing  the  duty  twenty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent 
then  the  amount  of  freight.  Mr.  Hamilton,  thin 
years  ago,  estimated  it  at  from  fifteen  to  thirty  \H 
cent.  As,  however,  freight  has  falkn,  I  will  stai 
it  at  ten  per  cent,  although  upon  articles  wha 
bulk  is  large,  compared  with  their  value,  it  ma 
more  than  double  it.  Then  there  are  incidenti 
charges  of  commission,  insurance,  &c.,  tnakiii 
the  aggregate  of  advantage  to  our  manufactur 
from  forty  to  forty-five  per  cent.  If  with  the 
extra  advantages  added  to  our  natural  ones  1 
cannot  sustain  the  competition,  I  must  tell  b( 
that  I  cannot  go  further — I  cannot  agree  to  gii 
more  for  a  yard  of  cloth  than  forty-five  per  c« 
advance  beyond  what  the  foreigner  makes  it  fi 
Upon  what  ground  does  he  ask  it?  Has  he  ski 
capital,  and  machinery? — he  does  not  need 
Has  he  capital  ? — ^he  does  not  need  it ;  for  capil 
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will  eommand  the  others.  If  he  hare  not  capital, 
m  caoflot  advance  it  to  him. 
Sir,  it  has  been  often  urged,  that  all  the  other 
braocbesof  industry  in  the  country  have  been  pro- 
tected; that  commerce,  navigation,  and  agricul- 
tare, bare  ail  received  aid  from  Qoverniseots  and 
that  justice  therefore  requires  that  iQanufactures 
sboQJd  also  receive  their  proportionate  share.  Let 
Dsfora moment  investigate  this  subject.  I  think, 
sir,  it  will  result  in  the  propf  that  manufactures 
hare  received  more  aid  from  that  source  than  the 
three  other  great  interests  united.  I  have  made 
an  estimate  upon  this  subject,  the  principles  of 
which  I  will  first  explain  before  I  present  it.  The 
whole  net  revenue  for  the  year  1822  was  ^0,- 
500,000.  Of  this  sum,  the  duties  on  wines,  mo- 
k^  teas,  and  coffee,  and  certain  miscellaneous 
articles,  not  coming  into  competition  with  any 
interest, and  not  benefiting  any,  I  have  deducted — 
learinga  balance  of  $1 5,900,946.  I  have  then  taken 
what  seemed  to  benefit  a^ricuUure-^viz :  duties 
on  spirits,  on  sugar,  deductmg  drawback;  on  mis- 
cellaDeoQs  articles;  to  this  I  have  added  half  the 
inoQot  of  discriminating  duty  on  all  our  ton- 
^  engaged  in  foreign  vessels,  and  half  the  esti- 
inated  profit  of  all  our  coasting  trade,  estimating  itat 
91  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  cost  of  the  tonnage. 
I  have  added  the  extra  duty  on  merchandise  in 
foreign  vessels,  and  the  fishing  bounties;  and  the 
aggregate  heine  $6,166,604,  Ming  deducted  from 
the  amoaot  of  revenue  of  $15,900,946,  leaves 
$9,7S1,^  of  duties,  operating  in  aid  of  our  man- 
nfactores.  Gentlemen  them^ves  have  said  it  is 
Ao  matter  for  what  purpose  t^e  duties  were  laid ; 
the  question  is,  what  is  their  {Mractical  effect  ?  I 
itire  not  included  in  this  estimate  the  duty  on 
^UoQ,  becaui»e  it  sustains  the  competition  in  the 
<WigQ  market,  and  therefore  derives  no  aid  from 
%.  But  the  Committee  will  perceive  that  the 
iffioQQt  of  duties  favorable  to  manufactures,  upon 
^is  estimate,  exceeds  the  aggregate  of  those  favor- 
able to  ail  the  other  interests,  by  $3,567,69&— a 
mmote  than  three-fourthsof  what  would  be  the 
thole  amount  of  duty  upon  all  the  cotton  export- 
^  from  the  United  States,  supposing  it  to  be 
'-f00,0OO  bales,  and  supposing  that  an  equal  amount, 
<At  for  the  dutVp  would  be  imported-— a  supposi- 
^  Dtterly  out  of  the  question.  The  much  tafked- 
<^i  Woefit  to  the  tobacco  planter,  by  the  duty  on 
^^<^vid  tobacco,  rests  on  the  same  ground  with 
c<>ttoQ^t  sustains  the  foreign  competition.  But 
^(Us  suppose  that  some  worth)[  or  notice  miffht 
^  iaiponed|  then  the  excess  which  I  have  before 
'^t^wili  lullymeet  every  possible  calculation  as 
lococtoD,  tobacco,  and  snuff;  and  thus  the  man- 
•^^ctoring  interest  receives  as  much  protection  as 
^  the  others.  I  have  formed  the  estimate  as  to 
^r  toQDage  doty  and  coasting  trade,  upon  the  pos- 
^Jbuity  that,  without  the  aid  which  they  received, 
•'jresgaers  might  have  come  in  for  one-half.  It 
tili  at  once  occur  to  the  Committee,  that  is  much 
<^j  Urge  a  supposition.  In  our  own  trade,  and 
M«'t]cularly  our  coaating  trade,  the  advantages 
vnich  our  citizens  would  have,  together  with  that 
;^^iy  spirit  ofenterprise  which  braves  every  danser, 
^avtrses  every  sea,  and  encounters  every  difficulty. 


would  have  enabled  them  always  to  have  monop* 
olized  three-fourths  of  this  advantage  without  the 
aid  of  Government. 

Sir,  there  is  one  fact  on  this  subject,  which  is 
decisive  of  our  superiority  in  the  competition. 
The  discriminating  dutv  m  favor  of  American 
vessels  is  now  abolished  oy  treaties  with  England 
and  France,*  and  other  foreign  nations  with 
which  we  have  most  commerce,  and  yet  the  docu- 
ment from  the  Treasury  shows  us  that  of  0894,739 
tons  of  tonnage  which  entered  our  ports  durinff 
the  last  year,  775,271  were  American,  and  119,46B 
only  were  foreign.  I  have  not  included  the  duty 
on  molasses  in  this  estimate,  amounting  to  $617,- 
868,  amouffst  the  items  favorable  to  agriculture^ 
because  I  Iwlieve  that  our  domestic  molasses  is 
almast  all  consumed  as  an  article  of  food,  and 
that  it  is,  in  a  very  small  degree,  if  any,  the  sub- 
ject of  sale.  I  have,  however,  included  in  my 
estimate  two  items,  which  since  the  late  arran^ 
ments  with  foreign  nations,  ought  not  to  be  ra- 
eluded ;  I  mean  the  sum  of  $523,663,  the  supposed 
advantage  to  our  tonnage,  by  the  former  discrimi- 
nating duty,  now  abolished  with  all  nations  with 
which  we  have  a  commerce  in  any  degree  con- 
siderable, and  also  the  amount  of  extra  duty  on 
foreign  merchandise.  With  these  remarks,  I  sub- 
mit the  statement* 

Total  net  revenue  of  1822       -       -   $20,500,000 

Deduct  duties  on  articles  not  aid- 
ing manufactures,  or  other  interest, 
viz: 

Wines  -  -  -  -  $747,996 
Molasses  -  -  -  617,868 
Teas  ....  1,676^260 
Coffee  -  -  -  ^  714>150 
Miscellaneous  articles    -       842,790 

$4,599,064 


Duties  favoring  agriculture,  navi- 

ffattoi^,  dbc,  viz : 

One-half  of  744,764  tons, 
in  foreign  trade,  the 
discriminating  daty    -    $523,663 

Benefit  of  coastmg  trade, 
one-half  at  6  per  cent, 
oncost       -       -        .      875,670 

Extra  duty  on  merchan- 
dise in  foreign  vessels  -        33,690 

Fishing  bounties    -       -       161,400 

On  spirits      -        •        -    2,040,413 


$15,900,946 


***!  find  the  discrimiDating  duties  are  abolished,  as 
between  the  United  States  and  the  following  coun- 
tries, Tiz :  The  British  dominions  in  Europe,  Sweden, 
the  European  poaBessions  of  the  Netherlands,  Prusaiay 
Hamburg,  Bremen,  Lobee,  and  the  Dnkedom  of  01- 
deabarg.  Aa4t  respects  France,  discriminating  dn* 
tiea  are  abolished  on  goods  imported  for  transit,  or 
re-exportation,  and  provision  is  made  in  certain  erents 
for  the  progressive  abolition  of  the  discriminating  duty 
on  imports;  and,  in  the  meantime,  it  is  declared, 
that  neither  the  discriminating  duties  on  imports  or 
tonnage  shall  exceed  a  given  and  very  moderate 
I  sum." 
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Sugar,  deducting  draw- 
back .       -       -       .    1,931,768 
Miscellaaeous  articles    -       600,000 


$6,166,604 


Balance  favorable  to  manofactures  -    $9,734,342 


Sir,  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  made  a 
comparison  between  the  relative  profits  of  manu-' 
factures  and  other  pursuits,  if  I  could  )\tLye  com- 
manded the  data.  One  of  my  objections  to  this 
bill,  however,  has  been  already  stated  to  be,  that 
we  cannot  procure  the  necessary  information  on 
this  subject  to  arrive  at  any  precise  result ;  yet, 
there  are  some  facts,  which  I  beg  leave  to  state,  as 
showing  the  probable  profits  of  manufactures  in 
general,  and  tne  certain  prosperity  of  some.  The 
annual  Treasury  report  shows,  that  in  1823,  we 
imported,  of  foreign  articles,  $5,755,109  less  than 
in  1822;  and  that,  in  the  same  year,  we  exported, 
of  foreign  articles,  $5,244,267  more  than  in  the 
preceding  year.  Adding  together  these  sums,  it 
appears  that  there  was  a  dimmution  of  consump- 
tion of  foreign  articles  in  1823,  compared  with  the 
preceding  year,  of  about  $11,000,000.  Now,  sir, 
this  additional  sum  must  have  been  supplied  from 
our  own  manufactures,  more  in  1823  than  in  1822, 
unless  we  could  suppose,  what  is  altogether  im- 
probable, that,  as  our  population  increased,  our 
consumption  decreased.  Supposing  the  con8um|>- 
tion  only  to  have  remained  the  same,  the  same 
conclusion  results  from  this  fac(.  Again  :  previ- 
ously to  the  year  1820,  there  was  actusuly  invested, 
as  appears  from  the  commercial  digest,  in  manu- 
facturing stock,  a  capital  of  upwards  or  $46,000,- 
000;  that,  since  1820,  companies  have  been  incor- 
porated in  four  of  the  Northern  States  only,  with 
an  aff^regate  capital  of  about  $15,000,000,  about 
one-third  of  all  the  previous  investments.  Unless, 
sir,  we  suppose  the  capitalists  totally  to  have  lost 
sight  of  that  sagacity  for  which  they  are  distin- 
guished, which  enables  them  to  see  what  invest- 
ment of  capital  is  profitable,  this  fa^t  affords 
strong  presumptive  proof  of  the  increasing  pros- 
perity of  manufactures.  Sir,  I  am  informed,  from 
good  authority,  that  an  iron  factory,  in  the  State 
of  New  Yorir,  has,  for  a  series  of  years  past, 
netted  20  per  cent.,  though  it  transporu  its  ore  12 
miles,  is  18  miles  from  water  carriage,  and  145 
miles  from  the  city  of  New  York.  As  to  this 
item,  let  me  say,  that  the  ministerial  pamphlet, 
before  quoted,  states  the  decrease  in  price  of  iron 
in  England  to  be  undoubtedly  great,  aad  assigns 
this  strong  reason^  that  the  sword  is  succeeded  by 
the  ploughshare.  I  have  further  been  informea, 
'sir,  that  there  are  two  manufacturing  establish- 
ments in  Massachusetts,  which  make  a  profit  of 
25  per  cent. ;  that  certain  capital  invested  in  man- 
ufactures is  at  from  40  to  60  per  cent,  beyond  par; 
and  that,  within  the  last  ninety  days,  mercantile 
capital  has  been  invested  in  manufacturing  stock 
at  40  per  cent,  beyond  par.  Sir,  what  is  tnere  to 
compare  with  this  in  any  other  department  of  na- 
tional industry  ?  If  it  be  said  that  these  are  a  few 
well  established  manufactories  with  larffe  capital, 
what  is  the  import  of  that  argument  if  it  be  not 


this ;  not  that  foreign  competition  is  the  most  se- 
rious evil,  but  that  our  smaller  capitalbts  call  o& 
us  to  sustain  them  against  the  larger  one$--agaiDs( 
the  domestic  competition.  The  irresistible  conclo- 
sion  which  follows,  is,  that  the  fault  is  not  in  the 
pursuit^  but  in  the  pursuer ;  that  there  is  a  want 
of  capital,  or  skill,  or  machinerv,  or  ecoDOiDy,or 
of  something,  which  it  is  his  duty,  not  oan,  to 

Mr.  Chairman :  When  we  argue  upon  the  im- 
propriety of  commerrcing  a  system  upon  the  ao- 
thority^  of  the  British  example,  at  a  period  wbeo 
the  ministers  and  statesmen  nave  become  con- 
vinced by  experience  of  its  impolicy,  we  are  met 
with  the  declaration  that  wbibt  this  is  their  theory, 
they  do  not  carry  it  into  practice.  Let  as  first  see 
the  principle  now  openly  avowed  to  the  world  bf 
the  British  ministry,  in  the  pamphlet  already 
quoted.  I  give  it  to  you  in  their  own  words: 
"A^in  and  again  let  it  be  repeated^  that  they  (the 

*  ministers)  are  thoroughly  impressed  with  the 
'  truth  of  the  principle,  that  freedom  of  trade  is 
'alike  advantageous  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
<  country,  and  to  the  solid  profit  of  the  merchaDts, 

*  manufacturers,  and  growers."  And.  sir,  let  me 
inquire,  are  gentlemen  correct  when  they  assume 
the  fact  that  this  theory  has  not  been  carried  into 
practice?  I  answer,  no,  sir.  Within  a  fev 
years,  Qreat  Britain,  after  successively  relaxing 
the  rigor  of  her  double  colonial  monopoly  in  her 
West  India  islands,  has  extended  the  system  of 
free  ports  to  almost  all  those  islands ;  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  now  enabled  to  import  that  colonial 
produce  in  their  own  ships,  instead  of  receiving  it 
imported  in  British  ships  only*  She  has  admitted 
us  to  a  direct  trade  in  her  ports  in  the  East  Indies, 
so  as  to  excite  the  clamor  of  her  merchants,  that 
we  should  rob  them  of  their  India  as  well  as  Chiu 
trade ;  she  has,  by  treaty  stipulation,  abolished  all 
discrimination  between  American  and  British im 
posts  and  tonnage;  and,  finally,  she  has  kDockc< 
off  as  many  shackles  from  the  monopoly  of  tb< 
East  India  Company,  as,  under  the  circumstances 
ministers  felt  that  they  could  venture  upon.  TbI 
ministers  admit  that,  if  the  ground  were  clear  be 
{ore  them,  a  free  would  be  preferable  to  a  restricte 
market ;  but  they  say,  that,  whether  it  be  calle 
a  system  of  error  or  abuse,  it  has  grown  up  aod< 
less  enlightened  times.  On  account  of  the  capital 
that  have  become  fixed,  and  the  interests  that  a| 
embarked,  the  question  is  not  what  is  absolute! 
best,  but  what  is  so,  under  existing  circumstance 
Thus,  sir,  we  find,  that  this  theory  has,  in  impoi 
ant  respects,  been  carried  into  practice ;  and  th 
the  only  ground  upon  which  ministers  stop  she 
in  correcting  acknowledged  error  and  abuse,  iso) 
beautifully  and  forcibly  expressed  in  the  Philad^ 
phia  memorial :  That  the  fetters  have  sunk 
deep  they  cannot  be  suddenly  removed  witho 
tearing  away  a  part  of  the  flesh  with  them.  T 
British  example  then,  sir,  should  be  to  us  a  beacc 
to  warn  us  of  the  rocks  and  shoals  which  lie 
the  way  of  this  policy.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  h^ 
endeavored  to  maintain  these ^proposit ions:  tl 
the  state  of  the  Treasury  does  not  require  an 
crease  of  revenue;  that  if  it  did,  this  bill  woi 
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Dot  effect  it ;  that  it  is  improper  in  os  to  exercise 
a  power  gtren  for  one  object,  so  as  to  attempt  to 
effect  aoother ;  that  the  operation  of  this  bill  would 
be,  by  legislative  coercion,  to  increase  the  profits 
of  capital  in  some  parts  or  the  country  to  the  ex- 
dttsioD  of  others ;  that  it  wouU  produce  none  of 
ihe  adraotages  which  its  friends  contend  for,  but 
coQtrary  and  injurious  efiects ;  that  manufacturers 
bare  a  full  share  of  the  national  protection  and 
prosperity,  and  that,  therefore,  we  ought  not  to  add 
to  it;  that  the  example  of  Great  Britain,  which 
we  are  iorited  to  imitate,  is  fading*  away  in  the 
broad  light  of  experience.  If  I  have  succeeded  in 
proriog  these  positions,  then,  surely,  the  bill  ought 
Bottoposs;  but  if  it  must  pass,  if  like  the  meek 
and  patient  animal  which  is  annually  shorn  of  its 
fleece  for  the  use  of  man,  we  must  suffer,  then, 
whilst  the  people  will  submit  to  the  laws  passed 
by  the  coostituted  authorities  of  the  country,  they 
will  feel  that  spirit  of  discontent  which  arises 
ifoma  belief  that  this  law  is  not  supported  either 
QpoD  principles  of  justice  or  sound  policy. 

When  Mr.  B.  bad  concluded,  the  Committee 
n»e,  and  the  House  adjourned.  . 


Saturoat,  March  27. 

EdwaboP.  Tattnall,  a  Representative  from 
the  State  of  Georgia,  appeared,  was  qualified,  apd 

look  his  sett 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  tl^e 
HoQse  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Ae  Whole,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  thesev- 
m  ameodments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
^  ^making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Goferooaent  for  the  year  1824." 

T  be  first  amend  meat  proposed  to- add  $700  lo 
^e  amoiiBt  appropriated  for  "  stationery,  fuel,  and 
o<^er  coattngenC  expenses  of  Congress."  This 
imeodment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  }>roposes  to  reduce  the 
M&oQDt  appropriated  ''  for  surveys  of  public  lands," 
^la  $100,000  to  975,000.  This  amendment  was 
^iaed  and  advocated  by  Mr.  McLanb,  and 
vaseonearred  in. 

The  next  amendment  increases  the  sum  appro- 
pmted  ^'ibr  improving  the  Capitol  square,  and 
m\\&^  the  tailing  round  the  same,"  from  91,250 
|o  ^^(^.  Mr.  CosBMAN  stated 'the  reasons  which 
ledtotius  increase.  The  amendment  was  con- 
cuntdia. 

The  Senate  proposes  to  insert  in  the  bill  a 
eJaose,  as  follows :  '<  For  graduating  and  levelling 
the  grounds  round  the  President's  House,  $2,000." 
Some  remaurks  were  made  upon  this  item,  by 
Messrs.  MiLLBft  and  Cosbman  ;  and,  at  the  sag- 
e^oQ  of  Mr.  FoBSYTB,  who  stated  that  he  wisn- 
^  to  obtain  further  information  on  the  subject,  it 
"»»  passed  over  few  the  present. 

It  ts  also  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
«u  the  sum  of  (18,000,  which  was  appropriated 
*  for  the  salaries  of  the  commissioner  and  arbi- 
tecor  Boder  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ohent, 
ttd  for  half  the  salary  of  their  secretary,  and  half 


the  contingent  expenses  of  the  commission,"  and 
insert  $4,500  in  lieu  thereof,  for  that  purpose. 
The  Senate  further  propose  to  amend  this  claus^ 
by  inserting  the  word  '^  agent,"  after  the  word 
''arbitrator."  By  this  amendment,  it  will  be  ner- 
ceived  that  provision  is  to  be  made  for  a  puolie 
agent,  in  connexion  with  this  commission. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
^  agent"  from  this  amendment ;  and,  consequently, 
to  reduce  the  proposed  appropriation  from  $4,500 
to  $2,500.  He  advocated  the  amendment  he  pro- 
posed at  considerable  length,  and  went  into  an 
examination  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty  under  which 
the  commission  was  instituted,  and  the  nature  of 
the  claims  exhibited  before  it,  to  show  that  this 
agent  was  neither  necessary  to  the  interest  of  the 
(£)vernment,  nor  of  the  individual  claimants. 

Mr.  Wabfiblo  was  opposed  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware.  He 
alluded  to  the  various  instances,  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Government  down  to  the  present 
day,  in  which  similar  powers,  in  the  appointment 
of  a^nts,  though  not  expressly  provided  for  by  the 
terms  of  the  treaties,  had  been  exercised  by  the 
Executive,  when  such  agents  were  necessary  to 
the  protection  of  the  public  interest,  or  of  the  rights 
of  the  citizens.  He  adverted  to  the  remarks  of  an 
honorable  member  of  the  Senate  on  this  subject, 
which  were  published  in  the  paper  of  this  morn* 
ing.  He  considered  this  as  one  of  the  cases  in 
which  an  agent  was  peculiarly  necessary,  and 
thought  his  continuance  required  to  promote  the 
great  interests  of  these  claimants. 

Mr.  Fabbbllt  spoke  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Lanb^s  amendment.  He,  too,  considered  this 
agency  as  highly  necessary*  There  were  no  data 
before  the  House  to  show  that  the  services  of  the 
agent  had  not  been  very  faithfully  performed. 
The  act  by  which  the  commission  was  established, 
was  a  national  act,  and  it  ought  to  be  consum- 
mated by  the  nation.  The  treaty  provides  that 
the  Government  shall  establish  the  average  value 
of  the  slaves;  and,  if  the  agent  is  taken  away, 
how,  Mr.  F.  asked,  could  this  be  done  1  For  this 
puriK)se  the  agent  had  been  highly  necessary ;  and 
the  evidence,  on  that  point,  was  not  yet  cMfcluded. 
And,  even  if  it  were,  he  thought  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  the  individutus,  whose  property 
was  involved  in  this  public  act,  required  the  con- 
tinuance of  -this  agency.  From  the  practice  of 
this  Government,  in  relation  to  other  commissions, 
he  considered  it  bound  to  provide  an  agent  in  this 
case. 

Mr.  Bbaolet  considered  the  ascertainment*  of 
the  average  val4ie  of  the  slaves,  for  which  com- 
pensation was  to  be  made,  as  a  most  important 
part  of  the  business  of  the  commission.  It  was  a 
component  part  of  the  treaty,  and  could  only  be 
carried  into  efiect  by  the  appointment  of  an  agent* 
The  evidence,  on  this  point,  was  to  be  furnished 
under  the  authority  of  the  President ;  and,  as  it 
was  not  to  be  supposed  that  he  was  to  appear  be- 
fore the  commissioners  in  person,  it  must  be  con- 
sidered as  a  specific  authority  for  the  appointment 
of  this  agent.  This  was  unlike  other  treaties,  by 
which .  commissioners  were  appointed,  as  there 
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Tiras  a  previou*  question  to  beAettled)  as  to  average 
value. 

Mr.  McLane  explained,  in  reference  to  the  re- 
marks he  had  previously  made.  The  average 
value  was  to  be  ascertained,  b]r  taking  the  value 
of  slaves  throughout  the  United  States — not  by 
an  itinerant  agent  to  be  sent  throughout  the  coun- 
try, but  by  correspondence  with  different  parts  of 
the  country,  by  the  Department  of  State,  or  an 
agent  appointed  for  the  purpose.  The  ascertain- 
ment or  this  avertige  was  the  basis  of  the  business 
of  the  commission,  and  ought  to  have  been  ob- 
tained previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Commission- 
ers. Ir  it  had  been  obtained,  the  agent  was  no 
longer  necessary ;  if  ft  had  not  been  collected,  he 
thoQght  the  agent  who  had  not  done  it  ought  not 
again  to  be  provided  for.  The  article  of  the  treaty 
does  not  mention  the  term  agent — the  business  is 
put  upon  the  President.  The  Commissioners 
would  not  have  received  this  agent — he  was  not 
authorized  by  the  treaty.  This  agent  either  had, 
or  had  not,  done  his  duty;  in  either  case  he  was 
no  longer  necessary.  Mr.  McL.  believed  that  no 
agent,  of  a  similar  character,  had  ever  been  ap- 
pointed. The  President  had  a  right  to  appoint 
public  diplomatic  agents  in  the  recess  of  the  Legis- 
lature; these  have  been  appointed — they  are  a 
part  of  the  diplomatic  corps — but  there  was  no 
instance,  in  the  history  of  the  Government,  of  the 
prospective  appointment  of  a  salary  officer  bf  the 
President  The  amendment  from  the  Senate  con- 
stitutes him  an  agent  for  Government.  Is  he  ne- 
cessary for  the  interest  of  the  Government?  He 
is  entirely  irresponsible  to  the  individual  claim- 
ants»     Mr.  McL.  said  he  was  not  willing  to  ap- 

goint  an  agent  for  the  individual  claimants;  and 
e  did  not  believe  that  the  public  interest  required 
an  agent.  He  thought  the  Government  ought  not 
to  connect  itself  with  the  commission,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  agent. 

Mr.  Bassett  was  opposed  to  the  chairman '  of 
the  Committiee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  accorded  in  the  principle,  that  the  Pre- 
sident had  no  right  to  appoint  a  salary  officer,  not 
provided  for  by  Taw.  But  he  might  certainly  ap- 
point a  tMnporary  agent,  for  a  certain  purpose. 
He  went  on  to  show  that  the  appointment  of  this 
agent  was  necessary.  He  contended  that  the 
agency  was  created  by  law,  as  having  been  com- 
puted in  the  appropriation  made  for  the  support  of 
this  commission  at  the  last  session.  He  thought 
the  Government  was  bound  to  take  an  interest  in 
assisting  these  claimants,  and  forwarding  their 
business  before  the  Commissioners.  The  agency 
has  been  established  for  their  benefit,  and  it  ought 
to  receive  the  support  of  the  Government.  Mr.  B. 
said,  there  were  many  claimants  who  were  not 
able  to  employ  private  agents.  He  instanced  two 
cases  of  poor  persons  in  his  own  neighborhood, 
who  were  in  this  situation.  Upon  these  individ- 
ual claims  the  Commissioners  were  appointed  to 
act.  And  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
provide  an. agent,  for  the  benefit  of  those  poor 
claimants,  who  were  not  able  themselves  to  em- 
ploy one. 

Mn  Rives  contended  for  the  necessity  of  an 


agent  in  this  case.  The  Government,  be  said,  ht 
assumed  the  doty  of  ascertaining  the  average  val^ 
of  slaves.  The  testimon^r  to  this  point  was  to  t 
exhibited,  not  by  the  President  in  person,  but  ai 
der  his  authority.  And  it  was  proper  for  him  I 
appoint  some  person  competent  to  condoct  ti 
business.  The  Government  had  come  in,  a£ 
agreed  to  take  upon  itself  to  establish  the  averas 
value  of  the  slaves.  The  individual  claiman 
were  not  required  to  hunt  the  country  over  to  pn 
cure  information  upon  this  point.  It  was  peel 
iiarly  incumbent  on  the  Government,  under  thd 
circumstances,  to  take  the  necessary  measures  i 
procure  this  information.  The  President  bad  ni 
only  the  right  to  appoint  the  agent  in  questid 
but  it  was  emphatically  proper  that  he  should  ( 
it,  in  order  to  afford  the  promised  facilities  to  tl 
claimants. 

It  had  been  said  by  some,  that  this  informaiii 
might  have  been  obtained  through  the  ordioa 
organs  of  the  Grovernment — through  the  Secrets^ 
of  State  or  the  Attorney  Gk^neral.  Mr.  R.  thou^ 
it  would  have  been  a  very  niggardly  policy  to  ha| 
imposed  this  duty  upon  either  of  those  office! 
There  was  certainly  no  obligation  upon  them 
perform  it.  It  had  no  connexion  with  the  doti 
of  their  offices.  *  The  House  would  not  expect  tl 
President  to  require  of  them  the  performance  oj 
duty  which  they  might  very  properly  reject 
then,  the  President  was  compelled  to  appoint  soi 
person,  as  the  duties  could  be  performed  in 
other  way,  Mr.  R.  said,'  he  would  like  to  kn^ 
why  the  appointment  was  improperly  made, 
the  appointment  of  this  officer  belongs  to  anotl 
department  of  the  Government^  and  charges 
non-performance  of  duty  are  alleged  against  \ 
person  appointed,  the  burden  of  proof  lies  up 
those  who  prefer  the  charge.  Mr.  R.  asked,  w2 
proof  there  was  that  this  agent  had  not  been  vij 
Ian t  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  ?  He  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  difficult 
attending  theascertainment  of  the  average  val 
of  the  slaves.  The  value  at  the  time  of  the  i 
change  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  to 
taken.  This  could  be  done  onlv  by  {getting  at  i 
actual  sales  made  at  or  about  tnat  time.  It  « 
to  be  done,  not  in  regard  to  one  place  only,  bm 
various  places.  The  price  of  slaves  varies  mu 
according  to  the  sex,  age,  and  other  circomstan^ 
Ail  these  ooints  are  to  be  ascertained  before 
average  value  can  be  fixed.  It  was  not  at  all 
traordinary,  whatever  might  have  been  the  in<] 
try  of  the  agentj  that  all  the  information  had  ! 
yet  been  collected.  Whatever  might  have  bj 
the  want  of  diligence  heretofoK,  Mr.  R.  thouj 
it  would  he  better  now 'to  continue  the  appoj 
ment.  There  was  no  limit,  he  said,  to  this  c^ 
mission.  The  board  might  continue  the  busin 
as  long  as  it  pleased;  and  might  sit,  like  an  ini 
bus,  upon  us,  until  its  object  was  accomplish 
The  preliminary  object,  in  the  proceedings  in 
gard  to  the  commission,  was  the  ascertainment 
the  average  value  of  slaves ;  it  was  well  kno 
that  this  point  was  not  yet  decided — the  maierl 
for  its  decision  were  not  yet  collected.  The  sei<s 
of  the  Commissioners  must,  necessarityy  be  |) 
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tneted,  aoCii  tiua  is  done.  Uoder  this  view  of 
the  subject,  be  considered  the  agent  as  beiag  ab- 
solutelf  necesiary — the  greater  the  faeilitiw  fur* 
nisbed,  the  sooner  the  duties  of  the  Commissioners 
voaid  be  discharged.  He  thought,  therefore,  that 
there  could  be  no  sort  of  doubt  of  the  propriety  of 
appoiotiog  this  agent,  on  the  part  of  the  Oovern- 
oent. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  contends 
tkt,  if  this  agent  is  not  necessary  on  the  part  of 
ilie  GoTcrament,  it  is  improper  to  appoint  him  in 
bebaif  of  the  individual  claimants;  and  he  says 
tbat  DO  sgent  has  erer  been  appointed  in  a  similar 
case.  Mr.  R.  thought  there  was  an  essential  dis- 
tioctJoD  between  this  and  other  commissions. 
Tbese  claims  arise  entirely  from  the  acts  of  the 
Gorerameat  The  whole  difficulty  had  arisen 
from  the  defective  manner  in  which  the  article  in 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent  had  been  drawn.  In  that 
treaty  it  was  stipolated,  that  all  places  captured 
daring  the  war  should  be  restored,  without  carry- 
iif  aviy  any  property.  It  was  contended,  by  the 
British  UoTeroment,  that  they  were  not  bound  by 
tbai  provision  Jn  the  treaty,  to  make  remuneration 
for  slaves  taken  away.  This  difficulty  grew  out 
^  ihe  manner  in  which  that  negotiation  was 
Bade.  The  subject  was  referred  to  thie  decision^ 
cf  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  He  has  given  his  de- 
cisioo  OD  the  ^object ;  in  which  he  provides  for 
the  org aaization  of  a  tribunal  to  make  compensa* 
tba  for  these  slaves.  This  Gk»veriHnent  is  bound 
to  m  its  part  of  the  expenses  of  this  trtbuaal,  and 
to  zttotd  facilities  to  the  claimants  in  establishing 
Mir  cJaimi.  Ail  their  difficulty  bad  arisen  from 
lets  of  the  Government-^from  the  defective  man«^ 
Ber  of  eoDducting  this  business  in  the  Treaty  of 
^Qt  He  meant  not  to  impute  any<  neglect  to 
<luse  who  negotiated  that  treaty;  but  he  did  be* 
Iktc  it  to  be  uie  peculiar  duty  of  the  Government, 
Boder  tbese  circumatances,  to  assist  the  individuals 
coacemed  in  these  claims.  We  are  told  that  it 
^  aever  been  contemplated  to  %S6rd  assistance 
to  thew  private  claimants,  in  this  case*  Mr.  R. 
^id,  be  difiered  .fr<Hii  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
J^  ia  tbat  opinion.  He  knew  that  the  agent 
ud,  sioce  his  appointment,  frequenlly  conunani- 
ctied  with  the  pnvate  claimanta*  He  knew  that 
g^reat  sensibility  and  apprehension  had  been  ex- 
P^^^xd  by  the  claimants,  at  the  prospect  that  this 
Me&iwoobl  be  ukea  away  from  the  commissioiu 
Tbere  were  a  great  many  nice  points,  he  said, 
which  were  growing  out  of  this  subject.  The 
ftward  of  tbe  Emperor  of  Russia  had  made  the 
natter  bat  little  plainer  than  it  was  before. 

Mf-  fi.  aid,  he  did  trot  feel  it  necessary  to  say 
^ay  chiaf  u  to  the  manner  in  which  this  agent 
^  dtschatged  his  duty.  He  very  well  knew  the 
f?stle«an  who  had  been  appointed^  and  he  did 
KH  believe  there  was  any  nren  more  competent  to 
^ebosiocss.  This  was  the  very  period  in  the 
Ingres  (tf  these  claims,  at  which  the  services  of 
^  dgcDt  were  most  wanted ;  and,  if  he  were  taken 
^y,  the  claimants  would  be  involved  in  great 
BmcuUy. 

Mr.  WicKurFB  thought  that  a  provision  for  a 
«ry  officer,  whose  duties  were  not  defined,  who 


was  irres|)onsible,  and  not  appointed  bylaw,  ought 
not  to  be  introduced  into  this  bill.  He  believed 
the  appointment  of  this  officer  was  not  authorized 
or  contemplated  by  the  appropriation  bill  of  the 
last  year.  We  have  been  told  that  this  officer 
was  appototed  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  Whe- 
ther this  agent  should  be  again  appointed,  was  for 
the  House  now  to  determine.  It  had  been  said  <o 
be  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  do  this  duty.  Mr.  W.  did  not  consider  any  of 
the  duties  of  his  office  as  derogating  from  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Secretary.  The  description  of  evi- 
dence, in  relation  to  the  average  value  of  the 
slaves,  might  have  been  obtained  in  sixty  days,  by 
application  to  the  different  marshals.  We  have 
given  a  year's  salary  to  an  agent  for  this  purpose, 
and  the  fact  is  not  yet  ascertained.  If  the  Boarci 
of  Comipissioners  is  limited  by  no  other  provision, 
the  power  is  in  the '  hands  of  the  House,  to  make 
or  not  to  make  the  apt>ropriation  for  its  support. 
He  considered  the  appropriation  for  this  agent  as 
one  which  now  ought  to  be  stopped.  The  argu- 
ment, that  tbe  €U>vernment  had  made  this  com' 
mission  for  the  benefit  of  the  private  claimants, 
and  ought  to  extend  further  assistance,  was  not  a 
soutid  one.  Because  we  have  done  one  good  turn, 
we  must  consequently  do  another.  We  pay  the 
bcMurd,  and  so  we  must  pay  the  agent.  We  pay 
tbe  judges  of  our  courts — but  are  we  bound  to  pay 
witnesses  and  counsel  for  the  parties  1  The  opin- 
ion of  honest,  intelligent  men,  is  the  onlv  evidence 
to  be  obtained  of  the  average  value  of  slaves ;  and 
that  is  to  be  laid  before  the  Commissioners.  This 
might  have  been  done  without  the  aid  of  this 
agent.  It  has  not  been  the  practice  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  prosecute  private  claims.  The  claim- 
ants will,  no  doubt,  be  glad  to  have  their  claims 
conducted  at  the  expense  of  GKivernment.  He  felt 
it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  appropriation  for  a  salary 
for  this  agent. 

Mr.  Fuller  thought  it  manifest  that  a  serWee 
of  this  kind  was  requisite,  and  that  the  appropria- 
tion was  necessary.  If  it  was  contemplated  tbat 
tbe  Attorney  General  or  the  Secretary  of  State 
should  perform  this  service,  why  was  the  amount 
appropriated  the  last  year?  lie  considered  that 
the  President  had  a  right  to  appoint  one  or  twenty 
agents  for  this  purpose,  if  it  had  been  necessary* 
The  fulfilment  of  the  treaty  was  in  the  province 
of  the  Department  of  State ;  and  it  is  possible  that 
the  duty  of  thatappoiatment  might  have  devolved 
on  the  Secretary  ot*  State.  If  there  has  been  any 
thing  improper  let  us  make  an  investigation  on  the 
subject.  There  is  no  evidence  of  tin  necessary  de- 
lay, or  any  impropriety  ip  this  business.  He  un- 
derstood It  was  very  difficult  to  ascertain  tbe 
average  value  of  slaves  at  that  time.  This  a^ent 
had  been  under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  various 
means  of  information^^he  business  is  not  yet  con- 
cluded. Individuals  have  been  led  to  rely  on  the 
good  faith  of  the  Government,  and  now  they  are 
to  be  cut  off  in  the  middle  of  the  subject.  It 
'Would  be  an  act  of  gross  injustice  to  take  away 
this  assistance. 

Mr.  TucKfiR,  of  Virginia,  thought  it  was  rather 
singular  the  House  should  be  engaged  in'  the  dis- 
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cussioD  of  this  matter,  involviDg  a  sum  of  $2,000, 
when  it  is  well  known  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  of  Mr.  Cheres,  the  Com- 
missioner, that  this  agent  was  rery  necessary.  Mr. 
T.  proceeded  to  state  the  reasons  which  induced 
him  to  believe  that  his  services  were  very  valua- 
ble towards  effecting  the  objects  of  the  commis- 
sion, and  that  those  services  were  now  even  more 
requisite  than  they  had  been  during  the  past  year. 
He  thought  the  true  dignity  of  the  Government 
was  in  protecting  the  rights  and  the  interests  of 
its  citizens.  He  denied  that  this  duty  could  have 
been  properly  performed  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
or  the  Aitornejr  General,  consistently  with  the  due 
performance  of  their  other  duties.  He  thought  the 
individual  who  held  thfs  office  was  more  compe- 
tent, from  his  acquaintance  with  the  nature  of  the 
duties  to  be  performed,  than  any  other  person. 

Mr.  Storrb  said,  that  two  reasons  had  been 
given  in  favor  of  the  appropriation  for  this  aeent 
--4he  protection  of  the  public  interest,  and  those 
of  the  private  claimants.  But  the  Secretary  of 
State  did  not,  in  1823,  when  the  first  appropria- 
tion was  to  be  made,  mention  the  necessity  of  this 
agent  in  relation  to  the  public  interest.  He  merely 
states  that  such  a  person  would  be  desirable *to 
forward  the  views  of  the  private  claimants.  Mr. 
S.  thought  that,  as  the  duty  of  this  agent  was  not 
of  a  public  nature,  that  the  office  ought  to  stop. 
It  was  easier  to  get  a  man  into  office  than  to  get. 
him  out ;  and  wheti  his  services  are  no  longer  ne- 
cessary to  the  public,  his  office  ought  to  be  dis- 
continued. This  agent  is  not  known  as  a  public 
officer — his  name  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Regis- 
ter. The  reason  given  for  his  appointment,  in 
reference  to  the  average  value  of  slaves,  had  not 
been  discovered  until  it  came  up  in  this  House. 
Six  months  would  have  been  ample  time  to  have 
collected  evidence  on  this  subject,  from  all  parts 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  S.  went  on  to  state  his  objections  to  this 
appropriation.  He  produced  some  instances  to 
prove  that  discretion  ought  not  to  be  given  to  the 
Executive  Department  to  create  offices.  If  there 
were  a  necessity  for  the  officer,  the  office  ought  to 
be  established  by  law.  As  he  was  only  appointed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  private  claimants,  and  as 
they  were  no  more  entitled*  to  such  a  favor  than 
any  other  claimants,  Mr.  S.  thought  Congress 
ought  not  to  authorize  his  appointment. 

Mr.  Forsyth  oaade  some  explanation  in  refer- 
ence to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Stobrs,  relative  to  the 
Florida  treaty. 

Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  replied  to  some  of 
the  remarks  which  had  been  made  against  his 
amendment.  He  felt  perfectly  convinced  of  the 
uselessness  of  this  appointment,  and,  for  that  rea- 
son, considered  himself  bound  to  resist  it.  He 
had  intended  no  imputation  against  the  Secretary 
of  State.  He  felt  a  high  respect  for  him.  But  if, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  stated, 
we  were  bound  to  take  estimates  on  this  subject, 
it  should  be  recollected  that  $18^000  instead  of 
(4,500,  would  have  been  appropriated  for  the  sup- 

fort  of  this  commission.    It  was  the  duty  of  the 
'resident,  through  his  Secretary  of  State,  to  col- 


lect the  information  for  which  the  ag^nt  was  ap- 
pointed.   Mr.  McL.  contended  that  the  GoTern* 
ment  was  not  bound  to  sustain  these  claims,  and 
that  it  ought  not  to  commit  itself  in  regaxd  to 
them.    It  was  the  duty  of  the  Gk>verQme&t  to 
make  the  best  provision  it  could  for  the  citizens, 
at  the  conclusion  of  war.    This  had  been  done  in 
reference  to  these  claimants,  and  the  Government 
had  done  its  duty  towards  them.    He  wanted  no 
further  evidence  of  the  want  of  necessity  for  this 
agent,  than,  that  a  year  should  have  been  con- 
sumed in  doing  what  might  have  been  done  in  six 
months.    He  was  rather  disposed  to  argue  that 
the  business  had  already  been  completed,  the  da- 
ties  of  the  a^nt  having  commenced  a  year  a^, 
while  that  ot  the  commissioners  had  began  bnt 
six  months  since.    It  had  been  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  that  the  business  was  not 
yet  done.    If  so,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  com- 
missioner^, but  of  the  agent.    He  meant  no  in- 
sinuations against  tha  individual  in  this  case,  bat 
he  spoke  of  the  fact.    It  was  quite  time  the  office 
was  abolished.    If  the  business'  bad  been  left  with 
the  Secretary  of  State,  with  his  known  vigilance, 
he  would  have  completed  these  duties  long  since. 

Mr.  BucKN&R  differed  from  his  honorable  col- 
league (Mr.  Wickliffb)  on  this  subject.  He  he- 
lieved  the  ground  that  it  was  not  the  duty  of  Gov- 
ernment to  provide  an  a^nt  in  this  case,  because 
only  a  portion  of  its  citizens,  and  not  the  whole, 
were  concserned,  was  not  correct  He  thoogi^t 
there  was  force  in  the  remark,  that  these  losses 
were  sustained  in  consequence  of  an  act  of  (be 
GbvernmenL  The  €k>vernment  has  acted  froni 
honorable  motives  in  this  case.  It  had  an  eye  td 
the  rights  and  interests  of  its  citizens.  He  pto^ 
ceeded  to  remlirk  upon  the  obligations  of  a  Gori 
ernment  to  see  that  remuneration  was  made  foi 
the  looses  sustained  by  its  citizens  in  time  of  wa^ 
He  was  not  positessed  of  sufficient  information  a 
to  the  propriety  of  this  appropriation.  If  th 
agent  had  failed  in  his  duty,  it  was  not  a  goo 
reason,  as  he  thought,  for  refusing  the  approprifl 
tion.  The  sum  was  a  mete  pittance^  hardly  won 
the  interest  that  had  been  displayed  in  regard  to  i 

Mr.  Poinsett  said  that  be  believed  the  dutJI 
of  this  affency  had  been  very  arduous,  and  hd 
been  performed  in  a  very  satisfactory  mann< 
He  thought  the  business  ot  the  conamission  woi^ 
suffer  materially  by  withholding  the  appropriati^ 
for  the  agent. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  replied  to  the  remark  of  M 
Poinsett.  He  denied  the  existence  of  the  d\j 
culties  which  had  been  supposed  to  exist  in  c^ 
nexion  with  this  agency.  He  said  the  whole  i 
formation  required  of, the  agent  ought  to  ha 
been  prepared  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  como 
sioners  in  August  last.  Every  particle  of  the 
formation  might  have  been  obtained  by  circd 
letters,  written  by  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Dep^ 
ment.  The  €k>vernment  had  no  other  interest 
the  business  than  to  see  that  justice  was  don< 
these  claimants.  It  had  placed  them  in  the  t 
to  obtain  that  justice.  Its  duty  had  been  \ 
formed  towards  them.  In  regard  to  the  maid 
in  which  the  appointment  was  made,  it  had  I 
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er  been  sabmitled  to  Coogress  antii  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  MoLahe  explained.  He  stated  that  the 
ajipropristion  for  this  commission  bad  been  made 
ibe  \i&\  year,  in  pursuance  of  a  statement  of  the 
uDOQot  required,  as  receired  from  the  Depart- 
aent  of  State.  In  that  statement  was  iucladed 
ike  salirjr  of  this  agent. 

&fr.  Hamilton  said  that  this  agent  had  been 
eogifed  io  an  extensive  correspondence  on  this 
ssbjecu-he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  compel 
penoDs  to  answer  these  letters,  and  unaroidabie 
delap  had  taken  place.  He  said,  if  the  subject 
was  not  fairly  before  the  House  at  the  last  session, 
it  was  the  fault  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means.  He  said  the  agent  did 
lot  deserve  the  insinuations  that  had  been  thrown 
nt  against  him.  Mr.  H.  had  himself  had  reason 
to  knov  that  the  roost  important  information  had 
beea  faroished  to  the  claimants  by  the  gentleman 
who  held  the  office. 

Air.  McLane  replied.  He  had  not  intended  to 
tlirow  out  any  censure  against  the  indiyidual  who 
U  this  omee,  nor  a^inst  any  department  of 
the  GoTemment,  for  his  appointment.  If  there 
lad  beeo  a  necessity  of  the  asency  once,  it  did 
Boc  follow  that  it  should  now  be  continued.  He 
^d  said,  and  he  well  knew,  that  other  private 
veots  had  been  appointed  by  the  individual 
daimaats;  and  he  would  not  consent  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  agent  totally  irresponsible  to  the 
claimants,  and  at  liberty  to  do  their  business  or 
»t,  as  he  chose. 

Mr.  SiiTDPoaD  was  in  favor  of  the  appropria- 
tioa— he  thought  that  appropriations  bad  oeen 
iDide  for  much  more  useless  purposes,  and  that  it 
^s  the  duty  of  Grovernment  to  provide  assistance 
w  these  claimants,  and  save  those  who  were  very 
piM  from  the  necessity  of  employing  counsel. 

^-  FoRflTTTH  explained  in  reference  to  his 
Rerioos  remarks.  As  a  member  of  Congress,  he 
Kit  that  he  must  vote  against  the  appropriation, 
^  oot  being  required  by  the  pjublic  interest,  or  the 
aterests  of  the  individual  claimants. 

Mr.  Hamilton  made  a  few  remarks  in  confirm- 
^  of  what  he  had  previously  said. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  McLanb's 
3«tkmto  amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
^  Sinking  out  the  provision  for  the  agent,  and 
<»rttd  in  the  affirmative-^7  to  52.    The  amend- 

^^ai  of  the    Senate,    as   amended,  was  then 

>grwdto. 

J^e  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 
t'he  Honse  adjourned  till  Monday. 


Monday,  March  29. 

Mr.  MiTCBSLL,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  pefi- 
^^  of  sottdry  inhabitants  of  tne  sixth  Congres- 
^al  district  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  praying 
^  the  aid  of  the  General  Government  in  the 
^tion  of  bridges,  at  places  therein  mentioned, 
«r  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  transportation  of 
^  United  States'  mails — Referred  to  the  Com- 
^Uee  OQ  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

18th  Cox.  1st  S£S8^62 


.  Mr.  Cambselsno  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob 
SchielTelin  and  Son,  of  New  York,  merchants, 
setting  forth  that,  in  1809.  a  ponsiderable  amount 
of  property  belonging  to  them,  lying  in  a  port  in 
Holland,  was  seized  by  French  authorities,  trans- 
ported to  the  port  of  Antwerp,  and  there  sold, 
without  condemnation,  and  the  proceeds  paid  into 
the  Treasury  of  France,  and  praying  tne  inter- 
position of  Congress  in  such  manner  as  to  procure 
them  redress  for  their  wrongs. 

Mr.  PoiNSBTTpresenteda  memorialof  Anthonv 
Le  Courtois,  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  Soutn 
Carolina,  setting  forth  that,  in  1811,  while  pursu- 
ing a  lawful  voyage  from  the  United  States  to 
Russia,  his  vessel  was  captured  by  a  French  pri- 
vate armed  cruiser,  and,  with  her  cargo,  was  con- 
demned, by  which  the  petitioner  has  been  reduced 
to  poverty  and  distress;  and  praying  such  relief  in 
the  premises  as,  in  the  wisdoip  of  Congress,  may 
seem  meet  and  proper. 

Ordcnd^  That  the  said  petition  and  memorial 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  HoLCOMBE  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
M.  Gamble,  a  captain  of  marines  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  stating  that,  while  attached  to 
the  frigate  Essex,  commanded  by  Captain  Porter, 
cruising  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in  tne  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  he  was  placed  in  command  of 
a  vessel  captured  and  manned  by  the  Essex;  in 
which  vesssel  he  afterwards  fell  in  with,  and  cap* 
tured,  a  British  ship  of  very  superior  force,  and 
praying  to  be  allowed  prize  money  for  himself 
ana  crew,  for  said  capture. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naral  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  Call  presented  a  petition  of  divers  inhab-. 
itants  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  and  of  other 
parts  .of  the  eastern  section  of  the  Territory  of 
Florida,  praying  permission  to  cut  a  canal  through 
public  lands,  lying  between  said  city  and  the 
river  St.  John's;  which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FcFLLER,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reporteid  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barbara 
Paulas;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow.    . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Maryland,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light- 
house on  Poole's  Island,  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  the 
appropriation  bill ''  for  the  support  of  Government 
for  the  year  1824." 

The  question  being  then  on  the  amendment 
striking  out  of  the  bill  the  following  clause :  ^'And 
<  provided,  also,  that  no  person,  receiving  an  an- 
'  nual  salary  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
'  States,  shall  receive  any  thing  in  addition  there- 

*  to  for  any  official  services  whatever,  by  way  of 
'  perquisites,  or  extra  compensation,  except  for 

*  tees  of  office  which  may  be  established  bylaw;" 

Mr.  CocKE  stated  a  number  of  facta  in  relation 
to  the  compensation  received  by  Governors  of 
Territories,  ivft  extra  services.  He  quoted  the  law 
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appoiDting  the  salaries  of  those  officers,  and  cod- 
tended  that  they  had  received,  in  some  cases, 
double  what  the  law  warranted,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  duties  which  properlf  pertained  to  their 
functions  as  Governors.  lie  acknowledged  that  he 
had  been  under  a  wrong  impression  with  respect 
to  the  Navy  Commissioners,  who,  he  was  happy 
to  state,  received  nothing  beyond  what  the  laws 
of  their  country  prescribe.  He  made  some  remarks 
on  the  compensation  received  by  the  Surveyor 
General,  on  which  he  entirely  differed  from  the 
opinion  given  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  he 
read  a  report  of  the  former  committee  of  the  House 
in  confirmation  of  his  views. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  explained  what  he  appre- 
hended to  be  the  state  of  the  law  on  the  subject 
of  Territorial  Governors.  He  gave  a  statement  of 
the  compensation  allowed  to  the  Superintendenu 
of  Indian  Affairs,  from  the  first  organization  of  the 
Government,  and  tlie  changes  which  had  taken 
place  to  the  present  time,  and  he  contended  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  the  emoluments  received  by  the 
Governors  of  Territories  were  not  warranted  by 
legal  provisions.  He  reprobated  the  idea  of  at- 
tempting to  regulate  the  Indian  Department  by  a 
clause  in  an  appropriation  bill;  and  contended 
that  the  clause,  if  restored,  would  operate  with 

great  injustice,  especially  on  the  Governor  of 
iichigan,  whose  disbursements,  in  relation  to 
Indian  affairs,  were  very  great,  and  who,  if  de- 
prived of  the  compensation  now  allowed  to  him, 
would  be.  placed  on  a  lower  and  worse  footing 
than  a  common  Indian  agent.  He  dwelt  on  the 
improvements  which  had  been  introduced  into  the 
Indian  Department  during  the  present  Adminis- 
tration, for  which  he  contended  that  the  present 
Secretary  of  War  was  entitled  to  the  respect  and 
gratitude  of  the  House,  and  of  the  country. 

Mr.  MgLane  spoke  in  reply.  He  discussed  at 
length  the  laws  in  relation  both  to  the  Territorial 
Governors  and  the  Surgeon  General,  which  he 
stated  as  fully  warranting  what  they  received. 
If  any  improvement  was  to  be  introduced  into 
the  Indian  Department,  the  present  bill  was  not 
the  proper  one  to  effect  it,  and  the  discussion  was 
only  calculated  to  embarrass  it. 

Mr.  Warfield  quoted  several  laws  in  relation 
to  the  appointment  of  Indian  agents,  and  opposed 
the  clause  which  the  Senate  had  stricken  out,  as 
bein^  of  too  broad  and  unguarded  a  character. 
Possibly  abuses  did  exist,  and  the  laws  in  relation 
to  Indian  affairs  would  certainly  be  better  for  re- 
vision i  but  this  must  be  done  as  a  separate  mat- 
ter, and  with  deliberation.  He  hoped  the  discus- 
sion of  that  subject  would  be  now  relinquished. 

Mr.  Call,  of  Florida,  stated  the  many  valuable 
services  performed  by  the  Governor  of  that  Ter- 
ritory, and  «fgued  in  favor  of  the  equity  of  some 
farther  compensation  than  his  mere  salary  as 
Governor.  He  remarked  at  large  on  the  case  of 
the  Surgeon  General,  stated  the  value  of  his  ser- 
vices, his  necessity  of  obedience,  as  attached  to 
the  Army,- even  in  the  performance  of  the  longest 
and  most  expensive  journeys.  He  was  in  con- 
stant activity,  and  hu  salary  alone  might  be  ex- 


hausted bv  a  single  journey ;  talent  and  services 
were  nowhere  so  poorly  rewarded  as  in  the  medi- 
cal staff  of  our  Army ;  and  if  we  persisted  in  this 
policy,  talent  would  retire  from  the  service  of  the 
Government,  &c. 

Mr.  Cocke  spoke  in  reply ;  and  insisted  on  the 
grounds  he  baa  formerly  taken.  The  provision 
vvas  not  aimed  at  any  one  in  particular— it»  Ian- 

?:uaffe  and  its  aim  were  general.    He  stated  some 
urther  facts  as  to  the  compensations  received. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  explained  some  of  his 
former  statements,  and  added  facts  in  reply. 

Mr.  WicKLiFPE  recalled  the  remembrance  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  what  had  passed 
in  this  House  when  the  clause  now  stricken  ont 
by  the  Senate  had  been  proposed  by  that  gentle 
man,  when  he  stated  that  it  was  not  meant  to 
include  Territorial  Governors.  If  the  gentlemui 
disapproved  of  the  amounts  now  received,  he 
wished  that  gentleman,  as  head,  (to  use  a  phrase 
of  his  own)  of  the  "  Indian  Committee,"  would 
introduce  a  provision  to  fix  and  regulate  their 
compensation^ 

Mr.  Cocke  explained. 

Mr.  Cook  observed  that  the  present  case  showed 
the  improprietv  of  receiving  statements  from  the 
departments  wnich  did  not  come  before  the  House 
in  an  ofiScial  form.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee had  produced  some  statements,  but  tbef 
were  incomplete.  Mr.  C.  had  had  personal  op- 
portunity or  observing  the  performance  of  the  da- 
ties  by  the  Governor  of  a  Territory,  and  he  knew 
them  to  be  difficult  and  perplexing.  He  referred 
to  censures  formerly  cast  on  Governor  Cass,  the 
investigation  which  had  ensued,  and  the  complete 
vindication  which  was  the  result. 

Mr.  Cocke  replied  in  a  few  words,  and  Mr< 
Cook  rejoined. 

Mr.  Rich  advocated,  in  a  few  observations,  th< 
propriety  of  the  principle  of  the  amendment,  bnl 
thought  it  best  not  to  insist  on  its  insertion  in  ih( 
present  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  non-Hsoncon 
rin^  with  the  Senate  in  their  amendment,  9n\ 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  42,  noes  90.         < 

So  the  House  concurred  in  the  Senate's  amend 
ment,  and  refused  to  restore  this  clause  to  the  bill 

The  following  amendment  of  the  Senate  beini 
under  consideration,  viz:  "for  graduating  and  in 
proving  the  ground  near  the  President's  houai 
within  the  enclosure,  $2,000," 

Mr.  Forsyth  opposed  it  in  a  few  words. 

Mr.  CusBMAN,  of  Maine,  said,  that  it  was  n< 
to  be  expected  that  the  Committee  on  the  Pubti 
Building  could  carry  back  their  researches  to  t| 
foundation  of  this  city,  in  order  to  ascertain  wb 
ther  every  dollar  and  cent  appropriated  had  be^ 
laid  out  to  the  best  advantage.  The  task  was  t< 
arduous  for  any  one  committee  to  |)erform  dari^ 
a  session  of  Uongress.  He  questioned  whetl^ 
even  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  wi 
all  their  commendable  industry,  and  unweari 
assiduity  and  > talent,  were  able  to  perform  so  H< 
culean  a  labor. 

There  was  a  Committee  on  the  Expendituret 
the  Public  Buildings.    It  was  the  province  of  tl 
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committee  to  inquire  whether  the  sams  appropri- 
ated bad  been  jadicioasly  expended ;  to  collect  all 
useful  ioformatjon,  and  report  it.  With  respect 
to  the  amendment,  he  coold  repeat  what  he  had 
before  said,  that  it  was  not  of  ois  seeking.  The 
Seaate  iotrodoced  it  of  their  own  will  and  plea- 
sure. They  acted,  he  presumed,  not  without  rea- 
son or  dae  consideration.  They  took  a  surrey  of 
the  whole  ground.  That  honorable  bodv  had 
I  Constitutional  right  to  make  the  amenament. 
Decent  respect  was  due  to  their  opinions.  Mr. 
C.  called  on  gentlemen  to  view  the  public  grounds, 
and  say  whether  they  did  not  need  the  improTe* 
ments  which  the  appropriation  proposes  to  effect. 
The  grounds  attached  to  the  President's  house,  in 
particular,  were  in  a  rough,  uncouth,  unsightly, 
ehaoiic  state,  and  exhibited  an  appearance  not  very 
honorable  to  the  taste  and  character  of  this  nation. 
Mach  labor  was  required  to  level  or  graduate,  to 
smooth  and  embellish  them.    He  conceived  that 


lemea  would  feel  a  pride  and  pleasure  in  giv- 
iog  to  this  little  world  of  the  nation's  creation, 
proportion  and  comeliness.  And  what  more  no- 
ble displays  could  they  make  of  their  legislative 
wisdom  and  energy,  than  to  give  to  that  which  i^ 
vithoot  form,  and  void,  beauty,  order,  and  har- 
ffioay  ?  It  was  not,  he  knew,  in  the  power  of  this 
House  to  create  all  thines  out  of  nothing;  but  it 
would  be  a  commendable  efibrt,  from  chaos  to 
form  a  regular  system. 

Mr.  C.  deemed  it  decorous,  before  he  sat  down, 
to  reply  to  the  worthy  member  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  SAHDroRD,)  who,  on  a  former  occasion,  so 
Fathetiealiy  appealed  to  the  sympathies  of  this 
Committee.  Whenever  that  honorable  gentleman, 
aid  Mr.  C,  lifts  up  his  voice,  I  always  listen 
with  pleasore,  because  I  consider  the  worthy  mem- 
ber a  patriot  indeed,  in  whom  there  is  no  guile. 
That  gentleman  seemed  to  consider  it  strange, 
ud  even  a  "reproach  to  this  House,"  that,  while 
we  were  voting  liberal  sums  to  improve  our  grounds 
ud  pave  our  foot-walks,  a  mere  pittance  should 
0?  refused  to  pav  an  advocate  to  plead  the  cause 
of  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  and  him  who  had 
w>  helper.  For  my  part,  said  Mr.  Cdbbman,  if 
uus  were  a  reproach,  I  had  no  share  in  it ;  I  did 
ijot  Tote,  neither  do  I  believe  I  shall  vote,  against 
^  ^propriation.  For,  whatever  reluctance  he. 
™r.  C^  might  feel  in  considering  hutrntn  flesh  ana 
btooi  ia  the  light  of  property^,  compensation  was 
atipobicd  to  the  losers  of  this  species  by  treaty; 
and  he  conceived  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  na- 
^oa  to  be  pledged  to  the  citizens  to  carry  all  its 
prof  jsions  strictly  into  effect.  And,  if  it  were  ne- 
cessary for  the  purpose  to  employ  an  attorney,  or 
*ffMt,  or  minister  of  subordinate  grade,  envoy  ex- 
traordinary, or  even  an  ambassador,  he  was  wil- 
^  to  rote  a  salary.  There  is,  said  Mr.  C,  a 
*w  difference  in  the  two  eases.  The  sums  which 
^c  vote  e?en  to  our  useful  officers  not  unfre- 
^ently  perish  in  using,  and  the  effect  is  unseen. 
Wheieas,  our  grants  to  improve  and  embellish  the 
«'iy  remain  for  a  long  time,  to  delight  the  eye,  and 
'^^  .  "*  porposcs  of  utility  and  convenience. 
^Tf  hile,  therefore,  we  are  sparing  of  our  funds  in 
ae  one  case,  in  the  other  wie  may,  with  great  pro- 


priety, be  bountiful.  This  city,  said  he^  is  the 
rallying  point  of  the  nation ;  the  centre  or  attrac- 
tion— a  Dond  of  political  union.  He  was  ambi- 
tious to  give  it  all  the  improvements  and  decora- 
tions becoming  our  Confederated  Republic.  And 
such  was  his  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  that  he  would 
cheerfully  vote  to  diminish  his  own  compensation 
to  aid  these  desirable  attainments. 

Mr.  FoRBTTH  replied,  and  stated  his  objection 
to  be  founded  on  the  existence  of  an  unexpended 
balance,  which  might  be  applied  to  the  object, 
without  any  new  specified  grant. 

Mr.  Whipple  supported  the  amendment  as  ne- 
cessary and  proper.  He  described  the  state  of  the 
grounds  referred  to,  dbc. 

The  question  being  taken  on  non-concurring  in 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — ayes  89.  noes  55. 

So  the  Senate's  amenament  was  con-concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Hamilton  offered  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  fifth  amendment  of  the  Senate: 

''And  the  snm  of  one  thoosAnd  dollars  for  compen- 
sation to  the  agent  or  attorney,  employed  bj  the  8ee- 
retaiy  of  State  to  arrange  the  testimony  to  be  adduced 
to  the  Commission,  under  the  Convention  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, for  Ihe  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  average 
value  of  slaves  taken  by  Great  Britain  at  the  close  of 
the  late  war ;  which  appointment  is  to  continue  until 
the  average  value  has  been  fixed,  and  no  longer ;  and 
the  said  compensation  ii  not  to  extend  beyond  the 
time  the  laid  agent  is  actually  employed,  and,  for  the 
time  he  is  so  employed,  his  said  compensation  to  be 
estimated  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num." 

The  Chairnuin  pronounced  the  motion  to  be 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  Archer,  to  afford  the  gentleman  an  oppor- 
tunity to  have  his  amendment  discussed,  moved  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  this  House  on  the 
Senate's  fifth  amendment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hamilton  explained  the  amendment  be 
wished  to  introduce,  and  insisted  on  the  value  and 
necessity  of  the  services  of  the  agent;  and  the 
guards  contained  in  the  amendment  against  his 
receiving  compensation  without  performing  the 
service. 

The  question  being  put  on  reconsidering  the 
vote  of  Saturday,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  their 
concurrence  in  the  first,  second,  third,  sixth,  sev- 
enth, and  eighth  amendments ;  their  disagreement 
to  the  fourth;  and  reported  the  fifth  with  aa 
amendment,  as  already  severally  staled. 

The  question  being  put  in  the  House  on  eon* 
curring  in  the  decisions  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Hamilton  offered  the  same  amendment 
he  had  moved  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  modi- 
fying it  so  as  to  strike  out  the  last  sentence  of  it. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina^  objected  to 
the  amendment  as  still  more  objectionable  than 
that  from  the  Senate,  in  which  the  House  had 
refused  to  concur. 

Mr.  Hamilton  further  modified  his  amendment, 
(at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rice,)  by  striking  out 
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''  Secretary  of  State,"  and  inserting  ''  President 
of  the  United  States.'' 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  opposed  the  amendment  on  the 
grounds  taken  in  the  former  debate  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Foot  Advocated  it  in  a  few  words,  and 
Mr.  McLane  added  a  correction  in  point  of  fact; 
when  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  najs, 
on  agreeing  to  the  amendment — and  stood  as  fol- 
lows: 

YxAS— M«sin.  P.  P.  Burbonr,  Bsssett,  Bradley, 
Bachanan,  Buckner,  Barleigh,  Cassedy,  Crafts, 
Crowninshield,  Cashman,  Edwards  of  PennsyWania, 
Farrelly,  Foot  of  Connoctieat,  Falter,  Gamett,  Gist, 
GoTan,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Hayward,  Hemphill,  Hol- 
combe,  Jenoinga,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson, 
Kent»  Latbrop,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln»  LiTingston, 
McDnflie,  Miller,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Owen,  Patterson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Poinsett,  Reed,  Rich, 
RiTes,  Rogers,  Baunders,  Sloane,  William  Smith, 
Spence,  A.  Stevenson,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tacker  of 
Virginia,  Tncker  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Warfield,  Wayne, 
Whittlesey,  James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Sonth  Carolina, 
and  Wood-*61. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Vir-. 
ginia,  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Tennessee, 
Archer,  Baylies,  Bsrber  of  ConDecticat,Bartley,  Blair, 
Brent,  Brown,  Bnck,  Barton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cofiins, 
Condict,  Conner,  Craig,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Day, 
Durfee,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
North  Carotins,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Gar- 
rison, Gazlay,  Hall,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Henry, 
Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  F. 
Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Litch- 
field, Livermore,  Locke,  Long,  McArthar,  McCoy, 
McKean,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangam, 
Mark  ley,  Martindale,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
O'Brien,  Plomer  of  New  Hampi^ire,  Plomer  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Prince,  Rankin,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rose, 
Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith*  Alex- 
ander Smyth,  Spaight,  Standefer,  Sterling,  Storrs, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Trimble,  Udree,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van 
Wyck,  Vinton,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Wickliffe,  WU- 
liams  o(  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Woods,  and  Wright— 113. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hamilton  was  re- 
jected. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  returned  to  the 
Senate,  with  a  message,  announcing  the  decision 
on  the  amendment. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  repeal  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Hogan ''  was 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate 
for  concurrence. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


ToEsnAY,  March  30. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  12th 
of  January,  1824,  a  memorial  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Alexandria,  reported  a  bill  further  to 


amend  the  charter  of  the  said  town  of  Alexandria; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  K.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred,  on  the  12tb  of  January,  1824  a  me- 
morial of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to 
incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Wasli- 
ington,  passed  on  the  15th  of  May,  1820 ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  K.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  ''An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
establishment  of  a  tampike  company  in  the  county 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments;  which  were 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the  amend- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  engrosed,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Crowninbhield,  from  the  Committee  on 
NaTal  Afiairs,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the 
term  of  pensions,  granted  to  persons  disabled,  and 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  hare 
been  slain,  or  who  have  died  in  consequence  of 
wounds  or  casualties  received  while  in  the  line  of 
their  doty,  on  board  the  private  armed  ships  of 
the  United  States  during  the  war,"  reported  the 
same  with  amendments;  which  were  read,  and 
the  amendments  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CaowNiNBHiELn^from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  upon  the  subject,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  re-organize  and  fix  the  Naral  E9- 
tablishment  of  the  United  States;  which  was  \ 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles.  Viz :  1st.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Qwynn,  of  Baltimore;  2d.  An  act  to  authorize 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Benjamin  Lin- 
coln, and  others ;  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  read  twice,  and  comaiitted  ; 
the  firti  to  the  Committee  of  Claims ;  the  second^ 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Barbara  Paulas,"  was  read  the  third  timej 
and  passed. 

Three  Messages  were  received  from  the  Prebv 
OENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES,  which  Were  read^ 
and  are  as  follows : 

riasT. 
To  the  House  o/ReprescfUativea  oftht  Un4Ui  SUUes .- 

I  herewith  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secrelaiy  of  Wmr 
together  with  a  report  from  the  CommisiioDer  of  th^ 
General  Land  Omee,  accompenied  by  the  neceagarj 
documents,  commnnicating  the  information  heretoforj 
requested  by  a  resolution  of  the  Houae,  in  relmtioi 
to  the  salt  tpringSy  lead  and  copper  minesv  tog«tb< 
with  the  probable  yalue  of  each  of  them,  and  or  th 
reservations  attached  to  each ;  the  extent  to  W'ft^i^ 
they  haye  been  worked,  the  adTantages  and  proxin&H 
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of  etch  to  saTigftble  wttart,  and  the  origiii,  natare, 
uJ  extent  of  anj  daim  made  to  them  by  indmdualf 
or  eooipanief ;  which  reports  oontain  all  the  iaforma- 
tioB  at  pment  poweaiea  on  the  anbjeeta  of  the  aaid 
mofaidon. 

JAMES  MONROK. 
Kiics  S8»  18S4. 

The  Mesiage  and  accotDpanying  documents 
were  oidered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

SIGOHD. 

ToiUBmeofR^fMmUalivtaofthe  United  SUUa: 

Ia  compliance  with  a  reiolation  of  the  Himae  of 
£epfweBtative%  of  the  14th  inataot,  reqneating  infor- 
natioD  whether  an  advance  of  compenaation  had  been 
Mdf  to  any  of  th*  Commiaaioners  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed for  the  examination  of  the  title*  and  claii^a 
to  land  in  Florida*  and  by  what  authority  anch  ad- 
Tifioe,  U  %njf  had  been  made,  I  transmit  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  which  contains  the  information 
iMoired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

MiBca  30,  1824. 

The  Blessage  and  accompanyiog  documents 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

» 

THian. 

A  Message  enclosing  certain  papers  enumerated 
in  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  relating  to 
the  compact  between  the  United  States  and  the 

State  ofGeorgia,  entered  into  in  1802 [For  this 

Message  and  Documents  see  debate,  Senate  pro- 
ceedings of  April  \y  anUJ\ — ^Referred  to  a  select 
committee.  Mr.  Forbyth,  Mr.  Cdtbbert,  Mr. 
McDcFRE,  Mr.  Cobb,  and  Mr.  Long,  were  ap- 
poiflted  the  committee. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  to 
amead  the  sereral  acts  laying  duties  on  imports, 
Mr.  CoHDicT  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Clat  took  the  floor,  about  eleven  o'clock, 
in  reply  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Barbour  deliverea 
on  Friday,  and  in  support  of  the  general  princi- 
ples of  the  tariff  bill.  Mr.  C.  had  not  concluded, 
when  at  half-past  three  o'clock,  he  gave  way  to 
a  motion  for  the  Committee  to  n^^t ;  and  the 
Committee  rose. 


WsDNEsnAT,  March  31. 

Mr.  WtcKLirrs,  from  the  committee  to  which 
▼as  referred  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  communicatiag  a  report  of  engi- 
aeen  appointed  to  examine  and  survey  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rirers,  made  a  detailed  report,  ae- 
eompanied  hy  a  bill  appropriating  money  to  aisrist 
the  States  ot  Kentucky  and  Ohio  to  open  a  canal 
aroaad  the  falb  of  the  river  Ohio,  at  Louisville, 
ia  Kentucky ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
nutied  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers. 

Mr.  Ham f  LTOM,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affiairs,  made  a  report  -on  the  petition  of 
iacob  Slough,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  re- 


lief; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  turnpike  company  in  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amendments. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti,tled  "An  act  ex- 
tending the  term  of  pensions  granted  to  persons  dis- 
abled, and  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who 
have  been  slain,  or  who  have  died  in  conseqnence 
of  wounds  or  casualties  received  while  in  the  line 
of  their  duty  on  board  the  private  armed  ships  of 
the  United  States  during  the  late  war,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amendments. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  lajr- 
inff  duties  on  imports,  Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Clat  concluded  his  remarks  on  the  general 
principles  of  the  tariff,  which  are  given  entire,  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Barbour)  has  embraced  the  occasion  pro- 
duced by  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  to  strike  out  the  mmimam  price  in 
the  bill,  on  cotton  fabrics,  to  express  his  sentiments 
at  large  on  the  policy  of  the  pending  measure ; 
and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  sajr.  that  he 
has  Evinced  his  usual  food  temper,  ability,  and 
decorum.    The  parts  of  tne  bill  are  so  intermingled 
and  interwoven  together,  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  of  the  fitness  of  this  occasion  to  exhibit  its 
merits  or  its  defects.    It  is  my  intention,  with  the 
permission  of  the  Committee,  to  avail  myself  also 
of  this  opportunity,  to  present  to  its  consideration 
those  general  views,  as  they  appear  to  me,  of  the 
true  policy  of  this  country,  which  imperiously  de- 
mand the  passage  of  this  bill.    I  am  deeply  sensi- 
ble, Mr.  Chainnanj  of  the  high  responsibility  of 
my^  present  situation.    But  that  resplonsibility  in- 
spires me  with  no  other  apprehension  than  that  I 
snail  be  unable  to  fulfil  my  duty ;  with  no  other 
solicitude  than  that  I  may.  at  least,  in  some  small 
degree,  contribute  to  recall  my  country  from  the 
pursuit  of  a  fatal  policy,  which  appears  to  me  in- 
evitably to  lead  to  its  impoverishment  and  ruin. 
I  do  feel  most  awfully  this  responsibility ;  and,  if 
it  were  allowable  for  us,  at  the  present  day,  to 
imitate  ancient  examples,  I  would  invoke  the  aid 
of  the  Most  High.    I  would  anxiously  and  fer- 
vently implore  His  divine  assistance ;  that  He 
would  be  graciouslv  pleased  to  shower  on  my 
country  His  richest  blessings ;  and  that  He  would 
sustain,  on  this  interesting  occasion,  the  humble 
individual  who  stands  before  Him,  and  lend  him 
the  power,  moral  and  physical,  to  perform  the 
solemn  duties  which  now  belong  to  his  public 
station. 

Two  classes  of  politicians  divide  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  According  to  the  svstem  of  one, 
the  produce  of  foreign  industry  should  be  subjected 
to  no  other  impost  than  such  as  mav  be  necessary 
to  provide  a  public  revenue ;  and  the  produce  of 
American  industry  should  be  left  to  sustain  itsdf 
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if  jt  can,  with  no  other  than  that  incidental  pro- 
tection, in  its  competition,  at  home  as  well  as 
abroad,  with  riral  foreign  articles.  According  to 
the  system  of  the  other  class,  whilst  they  agree 
that  tne  imposts  should  be  mainly,  and  may,  un- 
der any  modifications,  be  safely  relied  on  as  a  fit 
and  convenient  source  of  public  revenue,  they 
would  so  adjust  and  arrange  the  duties  on  foreign 
fabrics  as  to  afford  a  gradual  but  adequate  protec- 
tion to  American  industry,  and  lessen  our  depend- 
ance  on  foreign  nations,  by  securing  a  certain, 
and,  ultimately, a  cheaper  and  better  supply  of  our 
own  wants  from  our  own  abundant  resources. 
Both  classes  are  equally  sincere  in  their  respective 
opinions,  equally  honest,  equally  patriotic,  and 
desirous  of  advancing  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. In  the  discussion  and  consideration  of  these 
opposite  opinions,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
which  has  the  support  or  truth  and  reason,  we 
should,  therefore,  exercise  every  indulgence,  and 
the  greatest  spirit  of  mutual  moderation  and 
forbearance.  And,  in  our  deliberations  on  this 
great  question,  we  should  look  fearlessly  and  trtily 
at  the  actual  condition  of  the  country,  retrace  the 
causes  which  have  brought  us  into  it,  and  snatch, 
if  possible,  a  view  of  the  future.  We  should, 
above  all,  consult  experience — the  experience  of 
other  nations  as  well  as  our  own,  as  our  truest 
and  most  unerring  guide. 

In  casting  our  eyes  around  us,  the  most  promi- 
nent circumstance  which  fixes  our  attention,  and 
challenges  our  deepest  regret,  is,  the  general  dis- 
tress which  pervades  the  whole  country.  It  is 
forced  upon  us  by  numerous  facts  of  the  most 
incontestable  character.  It  is  indicated  by  the 
diminished  exports  of  native  produce;  by  the  de- 
pressed and  reduced  state  of  our  foreign  naviga- 
tion ;  by  our  diminished  commerce ;  by  successive 
unlhreshed  crops  of  grain,  perishing  m  our  barns 
and  barn-yards  for  the  want  of  a  market]  by  the 
alarming  diminution  of  the  circulation  medium; 
by  the  numerous  bankruptcies^  not  limited  to  the 
trading  classes,  but  extending  to  all  orders  of  so- 
ciety ;  by  an  universal  comfuaint  of  the  want  of 
employment,  and  a  consequent  reduction  of  the 
wages  of  labor;  by  the  ravenous  pursuit  after  public- 
situations,  not  for  the  sake  of  their  honors,  and  the 
performance  of  their  public  duties,  but  as  a  means 
of  private  subsistence ;  by  the  reluctant  resort  to 
the  perilous  use  of  paper  money;  by  the  interven- 
tion of  legislation  in  the  delicate  relation  between 
debtor  and  creditor ;  and,  above  all,  by  the  low 
and  depressed  state  of  the  value  of  almost  every 
description  of  the  whole  mass  of  the  property  of 
the  nation,  which  has,  on  an  average,  sunk  not 
less  than  aoout  fifty  per  cent,  within  a  few  years. 
This  distress  pervades  every  part  of  the  Union, 
every  class  of  society ;  all  uA  it,  though  it  may 
be  felt,  at  different  places,  in  different  degrees.  It 
is  like  the  atmosphere  which  surrounds  us — ail 
must  inhale  it,  and  none  can  escape  it.  In  some 
places^  it  has  burst  upon  our  people  without  a  sin- 

f;le  mitigating  circumstance  to  temper  its  severity, 
n  others,  more  fortunate,  slight  alleviations  have 
been  experienced)  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
revenue,  and  in  other  favoring  causes.    A  few 


years  ago,  the  planting  interest  consoled  itsel 
with  its  happy  exemption ;  but  it  has  now  reacbe 
this  interest  also,  which  experiences,  though  wit! 
less  severity,  the  general  suffering.  It  is  moj 
painful  to  me  to  attempt  to  sketch  or  to  dwell  o 
the  gloom  of  this  picture.  But  I  have  exaggerate 
nothing.  Perfect  fidelity  to  the  original  woul 
have  authorized  me  to  have  thrown  on  deeper  ao 
darker  hues.  And  it  is  the  duty  of  the  statesmai 
no  less  than  that  of  the  physician,  to  survey,  wil 
a  penetrating,  steady,  and  undismayed  eye,  tb 
actual  condition  of  the  subject  on  which  he  woul 
operate :  to  probe  to  the  bottom  the  diseases  of  li 
body  politic,  if  he  would  apply  efficacious  remedid 
We  have  not,  thank  God,  suffered  in  any  great  d 
gree  for  food.  But  distress,  resulting  from  the  (^ 
sence  of  a  supply  of  the  mere  physical  wants  of  oi 
nature,  is  not  the  only,  nor,  perhaps,  the  keene 
distress,  to  which  we  may  be  exposed.  Moral  ai 
pecuniary  suffering  is,  if  possible,  more  poigna^ 
It  plunges  its  victim  into  hopeless  despair, 
poisons,  it  paralyzes,  the  spring  and  source  of  i 
useful  exertion.  Its  unsparing  action  is  coiiater 
as  well  as  direct.  It  falls  with  inexorable  fore 
at  the  same  time,  upon  the  wretched  family 
embarrassment  and  insolvency,  and  upon  its  hea 
They  are  a  faithful  mirror,  reflecting  back  up< 
htm,  at  once,  his  own  frigotful  image,  and  thi 
no  less  appalling,  of  the  dearest  objects  of  his  ] 
fcction.  What  is  the  cause  of  this  wide-spreadil 
distress,  of  this  deep  depression,  which  we  behd 
stamped  on  the  public  countenance  ?  We  are  t 
same  people.  We  have  the  same  country.  V 
cannot  arraign  the  bounty  of  Providence.  Tl 
showers  still  fall  in  the  same  grateful  abundant 
The  sun  still  casts  his  genial  and  vivifying  i\xi 
ence  upon  the  land ;  and  the  land,  fertile  and  \ 
versified  in  its  soils  as  ever,  yields  to  the  indi 
trious  cultivator,  in  boundless  profusion,  its  accf 
tomed  fruits,  its  richest  treasures.  Our  vigor 
unimpaired.  Our  industry  has  not  relaxed. 
ever  the  accusation  of  wasteful  extravagance  co< 
be  made  against  our  people,  it  cannot  now  be  jus 
preferred.  They,  on  the  contrary,  for  the  few  Ij 
years  at  least,  have  been  practising  the  most  rij 
economy.  The  causes,  then,  of  our  present  an 
tion,  whatever  they  may  be,  are  human  caus 
and  human  causes  not  chargeable  upon  the  peo] 
in  their  private  and  individual  relations. 

What,  again  I  would  ask,  is  the  cause  of  1 
unhappy  condition  of  our  country,  which  I  hi 
faintly  depicted?  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  i 
that,  during  almost  the  whole  existence  of  t 
Government,  we  have  shaped  our  industry,  \ 
navigation,  and  our  commerce,  in  reference  to 
extraordinary  war  in  Europe,  and  to  foreign  m 
kets,  which  no  longer  exist;  in  the  fact  that 
have  depended  too  much  upon  foreign  sources 
supply,  and  excited  too  little  the  native;  in 
fact  that,  whilst  we  have  cultivated,  with  asj 
nous  care,  our  foreign  resources,  we  have  suffc 
those  at  home  to  wither,  in  a  state  of  neglect  i 
abandonment.  The  consequence  of  the  termii 
tion  of  the  war  of  Europe  has  been  the  resu( 
tioa  of  European  commerce,  JEuropean  navi 
tion,  and  the  extension  of  European  agricull 
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andKuropeaa  industry,  in  all  its  branches.    Eu- 
ropey  therefore,  has  no  looger  occasion  to  any 
tbiDg  like  the  same  extent  as  that  which  she 
had  daring  her  wars,  for  American  commerce, 
American  navigation,  the  produce  of  American 
iodustry.    EUirope  in  commotion,  and  convulsed 
thnugioui  all  her  members.  Is  to  America  no 
longer  the  same  Europe  as  sue  is  now,  tranquil, 
and  watching  with  the  most  vifl^iJant  attention  all 
her  own  peculiar  interests,  without  regard  to  the 
operation  of  her  policy  upon  us.    The  effect  of 
ttis  altered  state  of  Europe  upon  us  has  been  to 
circumscribe  the  employment  of  our  marine,  and 
fr»ily  to  reduce  the  Tafue  of  the  produce  of  our 
imitorial  labor.    The  further  effect  of  this  two- 
fold redaction  has  been  to  decrease  the  value  of 
all  property,  whether  on  the  land  or  on  the  ocean, 
and  which  I  suppose  to  be  ja bout  fifty  per  cent. 
izid  the  still  further  effect  has  been  to  diminish 
the  amount  of  our  circulating  medium,  in  a  pro- 
portion not  less  bv  its  transmission  abroad,  or  its 
withdrawal  by  the  banking  institutions,  from  a 
aecessity  which   they  could  not  control.    The 
qaantity  of  money,  in  whatever  form  it  may  be. 
which  a  nation  wants,  is  in  proportion  to  the  total 
mass  of  its  wealth,  and  to  the  activity  of  that 
wealth.    A  nation  that  has  but  little  wealth,  has 
hot  a  limited  want  of  money.    In  stating  the  fact, 
therefore,  that  the  total  wealth  of  the  country  has 
diminished,  within  a  few  years,  in  a  ratio  of  about 
£Af  percent.,  we  shall  at  once  fully  comprehend 
the  ineritable  reduction  which  must  have  ensued 
in  the  total  quantity  of  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  coontry.    A  nation  is  most  prosperous  when 
there  is  a  gradual  and  un tempting  addition  to  the 
aggregate  of  its  circulating  medium.    It  is  in  a 
coitdiiion  the  most  adverse,  when  there  is  a  rapid 
dimination  in  the  quantity  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, and  a  consequent  depression  in  the  value  of 
properly.    In  the  former  case,  the  wealth  of  indi- 
viduals io^nsibly  increases^  and  income  keeps 
ahead  of  expenditure.    But,  in  the  latter  instance, 
^ebis  have  been  contracted,  engagements  made, 
and  habits  of  expense  established,  in  reference  to 
the  existing  state  of  wealth  and  of  its  representa- 
tire.    When  these  come-  to  be  greatly  reduced, 
indif  tdoals  find  their  debts  still  existing,  their  en- 
gigemeats  aoexecuted,  and  their  habits  inveterate. 
Tbey  see  themselves  in  the  possession  of  the  same 
T^^ij  on  which,  in  good  faith,  they  had  bound 
themselyes.  But  that  property,  without  their  fault, 
P?***e*  no  longer  the  same  value ;  and  hence, 
^'^'coQieot,  impoverisbment,  and  ruin  arise.    Let 
tB  sQppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Europe  was  again 
2he  tjieatre  of  such  a  general  war  as  recently 
r^td  throughout  all  her  dominions — such  a  state 
of  the  war  as  existed  in  her  greatest  exertions  and 
m  our  greatest  prosperity — ^instantlv  there  would 
arise  a  greedy  demand  for  the  surplus  produce  of 
oar  industry,  for  our  commerce,  for  our  naviga- 
^'    The  languor  which  now  prevails  in  our 
cuies,  and  in  our  seaports,  would  give  way  to  an 
animated  aciifity.    Our  roads  and  rivers  would 
as  crowded  with  the  produce  of  the  interior. 
firery  where  we  should  witness  excited  industry. 
The  precious  meuils  would  reflow  from  abroad 


upon  us.  Banks,  which  have  maintained  their 
credit,  would  revive  their  business,  and  new  banks 
would  be  established  to  take  the  place  of  those 
which  have  sunk  beneath  the  general  pressure; 
for,  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  they  have  pro- 
duced our  present  adversity ;  they  have  somewhat 
aggravated  it,  but  they  were  tne  effect  and  the 
evidence  of  our  prosperity.  Prices  would  again 
get  up  ;  the  former  value  of  property  would  be  re- 
stored ;  and  those  embarrassed  persons  who  have 
not  been  already  overwhelmed  by  the  times,  would 
suddenly  find,  in  the  augmented  value  of  their 
property,  and  the  renewal  of  their  business,  ample 
means  to  extricate  themselves  from  all  their  dim- 
culties.  The  greatest  want  of  civilized  society  is 
a  market  for  the  sale  and  exchange  of  the  surplus 
of  the  produce  of  the  labor  of  its  members.  This 
market  may  exist  at  home  or  abroad,  or  both,  but 
it  must. exist  somewhere,  if  society  prospers;  and 
wherever  it  does  exist,  it  should  be  competent  to 
the  absorption  of  the  entire  surplus  of  production. 
It  is  most  desirable  that  there  should  be  both  a 
home  and  a  foreign  market.  But,  with  respect  to 
their  relative  superiority,  I  cannot  entertain  a 
doubt.  The  )iome  market  is  first  in  order,  and 
paramount  in  importance.  The  object  of  the  bill 
under  consideration  is  to  create  this  home  market, 
and  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a  genuine  American 
policy.  It  is  opposed ;  and  it  is  incumbent  upon 
the  partisans  of  the  foreign  policy  (terms  which  I 
shall  use  without  any  invidious  intent)  to  demon- 
strate that  the  foreign  market  is  an  adequate  vent 
for  the  surplus  produce  of  our  labor.  But  is  it  so  ? 
1.  Foreign  nations  cannot,  if  they  would,  take 
our  surplus  produce.  If  the  source  of  supply,  no 
matter  of  what,  increases  in  a  greater  ratio  than 
the  demand  for  that  supply,  a  glut  of  the  market 
is  inevitable,  even  if  we  suppose  both  to  remain 
perfectly  unobstructed.    The  duplication  of  our 

gopulation  takes  place  in  terms  of  about  twenty- 
ve  years.  The  term  will  be  more  and  more  ex- 
tended as  our  numbers  multiply.  But  it  will  be  a 
sufficient  approximation  to  assume  this  ratio  for 
the  present.  We  increase,  therefore,  in  popula- 
tion at  the  rate  of  about  four  per  cent,  per  annum. 
Supposing  the  increase  of  our  production  to  be  in 
the  same  ratio,  we  should,  every  succeeding  year, 
have,  of  surplus  produce,  four  per  cent,  more  than 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  without  taking  into 
the  account  the  differences  of  seasons  which  neu- 
tralize each  other.  If,  therefore,  we  are  to  rely 
upon  the  foreign  market  exclusively,  foreign  con- 
sumption ought  to  be  shown  to  be  increasinf^  in 
the  same  ratio  of  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  if  it 
be  an  adequate  vent  for  our  surplus  produce.  But, 
as  I  have  supposed  the  measure  of  our  increasing 
production  to  be  furnished  by  that  of  our  increas- 
ing population ;  so  the  measure  of  their  power  of 
consumption  must  be  determined  by  that  of  the 
increase  of  their  population.  Now,  the  total  for- 
eign population,  who  consume  our  surplus  pro- 
duce, upon  an  average,  do  not  double  their  aggre- 
gate number  in  a  shorter  term  than  that  of  about 
one.  hundred  years.  Our  powers  of  production 
increase  then  in  a  ratio  four  times  greater  than 
their  powers  of  consumption.    And  hence  their 
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utter  inability  to  receive  from  us  our  surplus  pro- 
duce. 

But,  secondly ;  ifthey  could,  they  will  not.  The 
policy  of  all  Europe  is  adTerse  to  the  reception  of 
our  agricultural  produce,  so  far  as  it  comes  into 
collision  with  its  own ;  and,  under  that  limiuitton, 
we  are  absolutely  forbid  to  enter  their  ports,  ex- 
cept under  circumstances  which  deprive  them  of 
all  value  as  a  steady  market.  The  policy  of  all 
Europe  rejects  those  ^eat  staples  of  our  country, 
which  consist  of  objects  of  human  subsistence. 
The  policy  of  all  Europe  refuses  to  receive  from 
us  any  thing  but  tho8e  raw  materials  of  smaller 
value,  essential  to  their  manufactures,  to  which 
they  can  give  a  higher  value,  with  the  exception 
of  tobacco  and  rice,  which  they  cannot  produce. 
Even  Great  Britain,  to  which  we  are  its  nest  cus- 
tomer, and  from  which  we  receive  nearly  one 
half  in  value  of  our  whole  imports,  will  not  take 
from  us  articles  of  subsistence  produced  in  our 
country  cheaper  than  can  be  produced  in  Great 
Britain.  In  adopting  this  exclusive  [lolicy,  the 
States  of  Europe  do  not  inquire  what  is  b^t  for 
us,  but  what  suits  themselves,  respectively ;  they 
do  not  take  jurisdiction  of  the  question  ot  our  in- 
terests, but  limit  the  object  of  their  legislation  to 
that  of  the  conservation  of  their  own  peculiar  in- 
terests, leaving  us  free  to  prosecute  ours  as  we 
please.  They  do  not  guide  themselves  by  that 
romantic  philanthropy,  which  we  see  displayed 
here,  and  which  invokes  us  to  continue  to  pur- 
chase the  produce  of  foreign  industry,  without 
regard  to  the  state  or  prosperity  of  our  own,  that 
foreij^ners  may  be  pleased  to  purchase  the  few  re- 
maining articles  of  ours  which  their  restrictive 
policy  has  not  yet  absolutely  excluded  from  their 
consumption.  What  sort  of  a  figure  would  a 
member  of  the  British  Parliament  have  made — 
what  sort  of  a  reception  would  his  opposition 
have  obtained,  if  he  had  remonstrated  against  the 
passage  of  the  corn  law.  bv  which  British  con- 
sumption is  limited  to  the  Dreadstufis  of  British 
production,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  American, 
and  stated  that  America  could  not,  and  woulu 
not,  buy  British  manufactures,  if  Britain  did  not 
buy  American  flour? 

Both  the  inability  and  the  policy  of  foreign 
Powers,  then^  forbid  us  to  rely  upon  the  foreign 
market  as  being  an  adequate  vent  for  the  surplus 
produce  of  American  labor.  Now,  let  us  see  if 
this  general  reasoning  is  not  fortified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  actual  experience  of  this  country. 
If  the  foreign  market  may  be  safely  relied  upon  as 
furnishing  an  adequate  demand  for  our  surplus 
produce,  then  the  official  document  will  show  a 
progressive  increase,  from  year  to  year,  in  the  ex- 
ports of  our  native  produce,  in  a  proportion  equal 
to  that  which  I  have  suggested.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, we  shall  find  from  them  that,  for  a  long 
term  of  past  years,  some  of  our  most  valuable  sta- 
ples have  retrograded,  some  remained  stationary, 
and  others  advanced  but  little,  if  any,  in  amount, 
with  the.  exception  of  cotton,  the  deductions  of 
reason  and  the  lessons  of  experience  will  alike 
command  us  to  withdraw  our  confidence  iit  the 
competency  of  the  foreign  market.     The  total  | 


amount  of  all  our  ex|>orts  of  domestic  produce  for 
the  year,  beginning  in  1795,  and  ending  on  the 
30th  September,  1796,  was  $40,764,097.     Esti- 
nuting  the  increase  according  to,  the  ratio  of  the 
increase  of  our  populatioiu  that  is  at  four  per  cent, 
per  annum,  the  amount  or  the  exports  of  the  same 
produce  in  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber last,  ought  to  have  been  986,420.861.    It  was 
in  fact  only  $47,155,406.    Taking  the  average  of 
five  years,  from  1803  to  1807,  inclusive,  the  amount 
of  native  produce  exported  was  $43,203,751  for 
each  of  those  years.    Estimating  what  it  ought 
to  have  been,  during  the  last  year,  applying  the 
principle  suggested  to  that  amount,  there  should 
have  been  exported  $77,766,751,  instead  of  $47,- 
155,406.     If  these  comparative  amounts  of  the 
aggregate  actual  exports,  and  what  they  ought  to 
have  been,  be  discouraging,  we  shall  find,  on  de- 
scending into  particulars,  still  less  cause  of  saris- 
faction.    The  export  of  tobacco  in  1791  was  112,- 
428  hogsheads.    That  was  the  year  of  the  largest 
exportation  of  that  article ;  but  it  is  the  only  in- 
stance of  which  I  have  selected  the  maximum  of 
exportation.    The  amount  of  what  we  ought  to 
have  exported  last  year,  estimated  according  to 
the  scale  of  increase  which  I  have  used,  is  266,332 
hogsheads.    The  actual  export  was  99,009  hogv 
heads.    We  exported  in  1823  the  quantity  of 
1,311,853  barrels  of  flour;  and  ought  to  have  ex- 
ported last  year  2,361.333  barrels.    We,  in  fact, 
exported  only  756,702  barrels.    Of  that  quantity 
we  sent  to  South  America  150,000  barrels,  ac- 
cording to  a  statement  furnished  me  by  the  dili- 
gence of  a  friend  near  me,  (Mr.  Poihsett,)  to 
whose  valuable  mass  of  accurate  information,  in 
regard  to  that  interesting  quarter  of  the  world,  I 
have  had  occasion  frequently  to  ap[^y.    But  thai 
demand  is  temporary,  growing  out  of  the  existiog 
state  of  war*    Whenever  peace  is  restored  to  it 
and  I  now  hope  that  the  day  is  not  distant  w^faec 
its  independence  will  be  generallv  acknowledged 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  it  will  supply  its  owi 
consumption.    In  all  parts  of  it,  the  soil,  eithei 
from  climate  or  elevation,  is  well  adapted  to  th< 
culture  of  wheat ;  and  nowhere  can  better  whea 
be  produced  than  in  some  portions  of  Mexico  ao< 
Chili.    Still  the  market  ol  South  America  is  on^ 
which,  on  other  accounts,  deserves  the  g^reated 
consideration.   And  I  congratulate  you,  the  Con] 
tnittee,  and  the  country,  on  the  recent  adoption  c 
a  more  auspicious  policy  towards  it. 

We  exported,  in  1802.  Indian  com  to  th 
amount  ot  2,074,608  bushels— the  quantity  shoul 
have  been,  in  1823,  3,734,288  buskels.  The  a^ 
tual  quantity  exported  was  749,034  bushels,  < 
about  one-fifth  of  what  it  should  have  been,  and 
little  more  than  one-third  of  what  it  wa^f  moi 
than  twenty  years  ago.  We  ouj^ht  not  then  to  i 
surprised  at  the  extreme  depression  of  the  price  i 
that  article,  of  which  I  have  heard  my  honorab] 
friend  ^Mr.  BAasBTr)  complain,  nor  of  the  di 
tress  ot  the  corn-growing  districts  adjacent  \ 
Chesapeake  bay.  We  exported  77,934  barrels  { 
beef  in  1803)  and  Itet  year  but  61,418,  instead  i 
140,274  barrels.  In  the  same  year,  (1803,)  -« 
exported  96^602  barrels  of  pork,  and  last  ya 
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55^,  insteid  of  173,882  barrels.  Rice  has  not 
idraoced,  bv  any  means,  in  the  proportion  which 
it  oof  ht  to  oave  done.  All  the  small  articles^— 
iDcb  as  cheese,  batter,  candles,  dbc.,  too  minute 
to  detail,  but  important  in  their  aggregate^— hare 
ilso  mtterially  diminished.  Cotton  alone  has 
idriDced.  Bat  whilst  the  quantity  of  it  is  aug- 
mented, its  actoal  value  is  considerably  dimin- 
isbfd.  The  total  quantity  last  year  exceeded  that 
of  the  preceding  year  by  near  thirty  millions  of 
pounds.  And  yet  the  total  value  of  the  year  of 
smaller  exportation  exceeded  that  of  the  last  year 
by  Qpwards  of  three  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
hrs.  If  this  article  (the  capacity  of  our  country 
to  produce  which  was  scarcely  Known  in  1790) 
were  subtracted  from  the  mass  of  our  exports,  th^ 
Taloe  of  the  residue  would  only  be  a  little  up- 
mrds  of  927,000,000  dorioff  the  last  year.  The 
dbtribution  of  the  articles  of  our  exports  through- 
out the  United  States  cannot  fail  to  fix  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee.  Of  the  947,155,408,  to 
which  they  amounted  last  year,  three  articles 
alone— cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco— composed  toge- 
tiiar  928,549,177.  Now,  these  articles  are  chiefly 
produced  to  the  South.  And  if  we  estimate  that 
porckm  of  our  population  who  are  actually  en- 
gaged in  their  culture,  it  would  probably  not  ex- 
ceed two  millions.  Thus,  then,  less  than  one-fifth 
oi  the  whole  population  of  the  United  States 
pcoduced  upwards  of  one-half— nearly  two-thirds 
— 4}f  the  entire  value  of  the  exports  of  the  last 
year. 

h  thh  foreign  market,  so  incompetent  at  pres- 
ent, and  which,  limited  as  its  demands  are,  oper- 
ates so  aneqaally  upon  the  productive  labor  of 
our  country,  likely  to  improve  in  future  7  If  I  am 
correct  in  the  views  wnich  I  hive  presented  to 
the  Committee,  it  must  become  worse  and  worse. 
What  can  improve  it  ?  Europe  will  not  abandon 
her  own  agncolture  to  foster  ours.  We  may 
even  anticipate  that  she  will  more  and  more  enter 
into  competition  with  us  in  the  supply  of  the 
West  lodjn  market.  That  of  South  America,  for 
articles  of  subsistence,  will  probably  soon  vanish. 
The  ralue  of  our  exports,  for  the  future,  may 
Kmain  at  about  what  it  was  last  year.  But  if  we 
f>  not  create  some  new  market ;  if  we  persevere 
in  the  existing  pursuits  of  agriculture ;  the  iaev- 
itshle  eonseqoenee  must  be  to  augment  greatly 
theqtaotity  of  our  produce,  and  to  lessen  its  value 
hi  the  foreign  marxet  Can  there  be  a  doubt  on 
^  point  ?  Take  the  article  of  cotton,  for  exam- 
ple} which  is  almost  the  only  article  that  now 
Rmonerates  labor  and  capital.  A  certain  descrip^ 
tun  of  labor  is  powerfully  attracted  towards  the 
cotton-growing  country.  The  cultivation  will  be 
graaiiy  extended;  the  aggregate  amount  annu- 
ftily  produced  will  be  vastly  augmented.  The 
price  will  fall.  The  more  unfavorable  soils  will 
then  be  grodoally  abandoned.  And  I  have  no 
doubt  that,  in  a  few  years,  it  will  cease  to  be  prof- 
itably produced  any  where  north  of  the  thirty- 
fourth  degree  of  latitude.  But,  in  the  mean  time, 
lirge  numbers  of  the  cotton  growers  will  suffer 
the  greatest  distress.  And  whilst  this  distress  is 
Wought  upon  out  own  country,  foreign  industry 


will  be  stimulated  by  the  very  cause  which  occa- 
sions our  distress.  For,  by  surchargiog  the  mar- 
kets abroad,  the  price  of  the  raw  material  being 
reduced,  the  manufacturer  will  be  able  to  supply 
cotton  fabrics  cheaper,  and  the  consumption  in 
his  own  country,  ana  in  foreign  nations,  other  than 
ours,  (where  the  value  of  the  import  must  be  lim- 
ited to  the  value  of  the  export,  which  I  have  sup- 
posed to  remain  the  same,)  being  proportionably 
extended,  there  will  be  consequently  an  increased 
danand  for  the  produce  of  his  industry*. 

Our  agricultural  is  our  greatest  interest.  It 
ought  ever  to  be  predominant.  All  others  should 
bend  to  it.  And,  in  considering  what  is  for  its 
advantage,  we  should  contemplate  it  in  all  it^  va- 
rieties, of  planting,  farming[,  and  grazing.  Can 
we  do  nothing  to  invigorate  it  1  nothing  to  correct 
the  errors  of  the  past,  and  to  brighten  the  still 
more  unpromising  prospects  which  lie  before  us  1 
We  have  seen,  I  Himk.  the  causes  of  the  distresses 
of  the  country.  We  nave  seen  that  an  exclusive 
dependence  upon  the  foreign  market  must^  lead  to 
still  severer  distress,  to  impoverishment,  lo  ruin. 
We  must  then  change  somewhat  our  course.  We 
must  give  a  new  direction  to  some  portion  of  our 
industry.  We  must  speedily  adopt  a  genuine 
American  policy.  Still  cherishing  a  foreign 
market,  let  us  create  also  a  home  market,  to 
give  further  scope  to  the  consumption  of  the 
produce  of  American  industry.  Let  us  counter- 
act the  policy  of  foreigners,  and  withdraw  the 
support  whicn  we  now  give  to  their  industry,  and 
stimulate  that  of  our  own  country.  It  should  be 
a  prominent  object  with  wise  legislators,  to  multi- 
ply the  vocations  and  extend  the  business  of  socie- 
ty, as  far  as  it  can  be  done  bv  the  protection  of 
our  interests  at  home,  against  tne  injurious  effects 
of  foreign  legislation.  Suppose  we  were  a  nation 
of  fishermen,  or  of  skippers,  to  the  exclusion  of 
every  other  occupation,  and  the  Legislature  had 
the  power  to  introduce  the  pursuits  of  agriculture 
and  manufactures,  would  not  our  happiness  be 
promoted  by  an  exertion  of  its  authority  ?  All 
the  existing  employments  of  society,  the  learned 

SrofessionSjCommerce,  agriculture,  are  now  over- 
owing.  We  stand  in  each  other's  way.  Hence, 
the  want  of  employment.  Hence,  the  eager  pur- 
suit after  public  stations,  which  I  have  before 
f  lanced  at.  I  have  been  again  and  again  shocked, 
uring  this  session,  by  instances  of  solicitation  for 
places  before  the  vacancies  existed.  The  pulse  of 
incumbents,  who  happen  to  be  taken  ill,  is  not 
marked  with  more  anxiety  by  the  attending  phy- 
sicians, than  by  those  who  desire  to  succeed  them, 
thouffh  with  very  opposite  feelings.  Our  old 
friend,  the  faithful  sentinel,  who  has  stood  so  long 
at  our  door,  and  the  gallantry  of  whose  patriotism 
deserves  to  be  noticed,  because  it  was  displayed 
when  that  virtue  was  most  rare  and  most  wanted, 
on  a  memorable  occasion,  in  this  unfortunate  city, 
became  indisposed  some  weeks  ago.  The  first  in- 
telligence which  I  had  of  his  dangerous  illness, 
was  l)y  an  application  for  his  un vacated  place*  I 
hastened  to  assure  myself  of  the  extent  of  his  dan- 
ger, and  was  happy  to  find  that  the  eagerness  of 
succession  outstripped  the  progress  of  disease.  By 
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creatJDg  a  new  and  extensive  business,  then,  we 
should  not  only  give  employment  to  those  who 
want  it,  and  augment  the  sum  of  national  wealth 
by  all  that  this  new  business  would  create,  but 
we  should  meliorate  the  condition  of  those  who 
are  now  engaged  in  existing  employments.  In 
Europe,  particularly  in  Great  Britain,  their  large 
standmg  armies,  large  navies,  large  even  on  their 
peace  arrangement,  their  established  church,  afford 
to  their  population  employments  which,  in  that 
respect,  the  happier  constitution  of  our  Govern- 
ment does  not  tolerate  but  in  a  very  limited  de- 
gree. The  peace  establishments  of  our  Army  and 
our  Navy  are  extremlely  small,  and  I  hope  ever  will 
be.  We  have  no  established  church,  and  I  trust 
never  shall  have.  In  proportion  as  the  enterprise 
of  our  citizens  in  public  employments  is  circum- 
scribed, should  we  excite  and  invigorate  it  in  pri- 
vate pursuits. 

The  creation  of  a  home  market  is  not  only  ne- 
cessary to  procure  for  our  agriculture  a  just  re- 
ward of  its  labors,  but  ft  is  indispensable  to  obtain 
a  supply  of  our  necessary  wants.  If  we  cannot 
sell,  we  cannot  buy.  That  portion  of  our  popu- 
lation (and  we  have  seen  that  it  is  not  less  than 
four-fifths)  which  makes  comparatively  nothing 
that  foreigners  will  bujr,  has  nothing  to  make  pur- 
chases with  from  foreigners.  It  is  in  vain  that 
we  are  told  of  the  amount  of  our  exports,  supplied 
bv  the  planting  interest.     They  may  enable  the 

Elan  ting  interest  to  supply  all  its  wants ;  but  they 
ring  no  ability  to  the  interests  not  planting,  un- 
less, which  cannot  be  pretended,  the  planting  in- 
terest was  an  adequate  vent  for  the  surplus  pro- 
duce of  the  labor  of  all  other  interests.  It  is  in 
vain  to  tantalize  us  with  the  greater  cheapness  of 
foreign  fabrics.  There  must  be  an  ability  to  pur- 
chase, if  an  article  be  obtained,  whatever  may  be 
the  price,  hijB^h  or  low,  at  which  it  was  sold.  And 
a  cheap  ftriicle  is  as  much  beyond  the  grasp  of 
him  who  has  no  means  to  buy,  as  a  high  one. 
Even  if  it  were  true  that  the  American  manufac- 
turer would  supply  consumption  at  dearer  rates, 
it  is  better  to  have  his  fabrics  than  the  unattain- 
able foreign  fabrics ;  for  it  is  better  to  be  ill  sup- 
plied than  not  supplied  at  all.  A  coarse  coat, 
which  will  communicate  warmth  and  cover 
nakedness,  is  better  than  no  coat.  The  superior- 
ity of  the  Lome  market  results,  1st,  from  its  steadi- 
ness and  comparative  certaintyr  at  all  times ;  2d, 
from  the  creation  of  reciprocal  interests ;  3d,  from 
its  greater  security  ;  and,  lastly,  from  an  ultimate 
and  not  distant  augmentation  of  consumption, 
and,  consequently,  of  comfort  from  increased 
quantity  and  reduced  prices.  But  this  home  mar- 
ket, highly  desirable  as  it  is^  can  only  be  created 
and  cherished  by  the  protection  of  our  own  legis- 
lation against  the  inevitable  prostration  of  our  in- 
dustry, which  must  ensue  from  the  action  of  for- 
eign policy  and  legislation.  The  effect  and  the 
value  of  tnis  domestic  care  of  our  own  interests 
will  be  obvious  from  a  few  facts  and  consider- 
ations. Let  us  suppose  that  half  a  million  of 
persons  are  now  employed  abroad,  in  fabricating 
lor  our  consumption  those  articles  of  which,  by 
the  operation  of  this  bill,  a  supply  is  intended  to 


be  provided  within  ourselves.  That  half  a  mil 
lion  of  persons  are,  in  effect,  subsisted  by  us ;  bu 
their  actual  means  of  subsistence  are  drawn  froo 
foreign  agriculture.  If  we  could  transport  iheo 
to  this  country,  and  incorporate  them  in  the  maa 
of  our  own  population,  there  would  instaDtt 
arise  a  demand  lor  an  amount  of  provisions  equs 
to  that  which  would  be  requisite  tor  their  subsisl 
ence  throughout  the  whole  year.  That  demand 
in  the  article  of  flour  alone,  would  not  be  \& 
than  the  quantity  of  about  900,000  barrels,  beside 
a  proportionate  quantity  of  beef  and  pork,  an 
other  articles  of  subsistence.  But  900,000  barrel 
of  flour  exceeded  the  entire  quantity  exported  lai 
year,  by  nearly  150,000  barrels.  What  activil 
would  not  this  give  ?  What  cheerfulness  wou) 
*it.not  communicate  to  our  now  dispirited  farmiq 
interest?  But  if,  instead  of  these  five  hundr^ 
thousand  artisans  emigrating  from  abroad,  M 
give,  by  this  bill,  employment  to  an  equal  numbj 
of  our  own  citizens  now  engaged  in  unprofitab 
agriculture,  or  idle,  from  the  want  of  business,  t) 
beneficial  effect  upon  the  productions  of  our  faro 
ing  labor  would  be  nearly  doubled.  The  qaantil 
would  be  diminished  by  a  subtraction  of  the  pr{ 
duce  from  the  labor  of  all  those  who  should  I 
diverted  from  its  pursuits  to  manufacturing  indu 
try,  and  the  value  of  the  residue  would  be  ei 
hanced,  both  by  that  diminution  and  the  creati< 
of  the  home  market  to  the  extent  supposed.  A^ 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  may  r 
press  any  apprehensions  which  he  entertains,  tbi 
the  plough  will  be  abandoned,  and  our  fields  i 
main  unsown.  For.  under  all  the  modificatioi 
of  social  industry,  it  you  will  secure  to  it  a  ju 
reward,  the  greater  attractions  of  agriculture  wl 
give  to  it  that  proud  superiority  which  it  has  f 
ways  maintained.  If  we  suppose  no  actual  aba 
donment  of  farming,  but,  what  is  most  likelyj 
gradual  and  imperceptible  employment  of  popul 
tion  in  the  business  of  manulacturing,  instead 
being  compelled  to  resort  to  agriculture,  the  sal 
tary  effect  would  be  nearly  the  same.  Is  any  pi 
of  our  common  country  likely  to  be  injured  bj 
transfer  of  the  theatre  of  fabrication  for  our  oi 
consumption  from  Europe  to  America  ?  All  ti] 
those  parts,  if  any  there  be,  which  will  not,^ 
cannot,  engage  in  manufactures,  should  requi 
is,  that  their  consumption  should  be  well  supplic 
and  if  the  objects  of  that  consumption  are  pi 
duced  in  other  parts  of  the  Union  that  can  maij 
facture,  far  from  having,  on  that  account,  any  jl 
cause  of  complaint,  their  patriotism  will  i 
ought  to  inculcate  a  cheerful  acquiescence  in  w) 
essentially  contributes,  and  is  indispensably  neo 
sary,  to  the  prosperity  of  the  common  family- 

The  great  desideratum  in  political  economy 
the  same  as  in  private  pursuits — that  is.  What 
the  best  application  of  the  aggregate  industry 
a  nation,  that  can  be  made  nonesily  to  prod« 
the  largest  sum  of  national  wealth  ?  Labor 
the  source  of  all  wealth,  but  it  is  not  natural 
bor  only  ;  and  the  fundamental  error  of  the  g\ 
tleman  from  Virginia,  and  of  the  school  to  whi 
he  belongs,  in  adducing,  from  our  sparse  popu 
lation,  our  unfitness  for  the  introduction  oi  > 
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arts,  consists  in  their  not  sufficiently  weighing  the 
importaaee  of  the  power  of  machinery.  In  for- 
mer times,  when  hut  little  com  pa  rati  re  use  was 
made  of  machinery,  manual  labor  and  the  price 
of  wages  were  circumstances  of  the  greatest  con- 
sideratioQ.  But  it  is  far  otherwise  in  these  latter 
times.  Such  are  the  improvements  and  the  per- 
fections in  machinery,  that,  in  analyzing  the  codv- 
poaod  value  of  many  fabrics,  the  element  of  nat- 
ural labor  is  so  inconsiderable  as  almost  to  escape 
detection.  This  troth  is  demonstrated  by  many 
hets.  Formerly,  Asia,  in  consequence  of  the 
density  of  her  population,  and  the  consequent 
lowneas  of  iragea  laid  Europe  under  tribute  for 
many  of  her  fabrics.  Now  Europe  reacts  upon 
Asia,  and  Great  Britain,  in  particular,  throws 
back  apoa  her  countless  millions  of  people  the 
rich  treasures  produced  by  artificial  labor,  to  a 
rast  amoQot,  infinitely  cheaper  than  they  can  be 
maanfactured  by  the  natural  exertions  of  that 
portion  of  the  globe.  But  Britain  is  herself  the 
most  striking  ilTostration  o£  the  immense  power  of 
machinery.  Upon  what  other  principle  can  you 
jceount  for  the  enormous  wealth  which  she  has 
iccnmulated,  and  which  she  annually  produces  ? 
A  statistical  writer  of  that  country,  several  years 
ago,  estimated  the  total  amount  of  the  artificial 
or  machine  labor  of  the  nation  to  be  equal  to  that 
of  one  hundred  millions  of  able-bodied  laborers. 
Subsequent  estimates  of  her  artificial  labor^  at  the 
present  day,  carry  it  to, the  enormous  height  of 
two  hundred  millions.  But  the  population  of  the 
Three  Kingdoms  is  21,500,000.  Supposing  that 
to  faraish  able-bodied  labor  to  the  amount  of 
4,000,000,  the  natural  labor  will  be  but  two  per 
ceot.  o(  the  artificial  labor.  In  the  production  of 
wealth,  she  operates,  therefore,  by  a  power  (in- 
eioding  the  whole  population)  of  221,500,000 ;  or, 
ia  other  words,  by  a  power  eleven  times  greater 
than  the  total  of  her  natural  power.  If  we  sup- 
pose the  machine  labor  of  the  United  States  to  be 
equal  to  that  of  10,000,000  of  able-bodied  men, 
Ute  United  States  will  operate,  in  the  creation  of 
wealth,  by  a  power  (including  all  their  popula- 
tion) of  20,000,000.  In  the  creation  of  wealth, 
therefore,  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  compared 
to  that  of  the  United  States^  is  as  eleven  to  one. 
That  these  views  are  not  imaginary,  will  be,  I 
tb^ak,  evinced,  by  contrasting  the  wealth,  the 
KTaoe,  the  power,  of  the  two  countries.  Upon 
wbai  other  hypothesis  can  we  explain  those  id- 
^  incredible  exertions  which  Britain  made 
doriag  the  late  wars  of  Europe  ?  Look  at  her 
unmeose  subsidies !  Behold  her,  standing  unaided 
and  alone,  breasting  the  storm  of  Napoleon's  co- 
l«al  power,  when  all  continental  Europe  owned 
>sd  yielded  to  iu  irresistible  sway  ;  and,  finally, 
c(»template  her  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war, 
with  and  without  allies,  to  its  splendid  termina- 
tion, on  the  ever-memorable  field  of  Waterloo. 

The  British  works  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  quoted,  portray  a  state  of  the  most 
wooderful  prosperity,  in  regard  to  wealth  and  re- 
■Mrces,  that  ever  was  before  contemplated.  Let 
^  look  a  little  into  the  semi-official  pamphlet, 
written  with  great  force,  clearness,  and  ability^ 


and  the  valuable  work  of  Lowe,  to  both  of  which 
that  gentleman  has  referred.  The  revenue  of  the 
United  Kingdom  amounted,  during  the  latter 
years  of  the  war,  to  seyenty  millions  of  pounds 
sterling;  and  one  year  it  rose  to  the  astonishing 
height  of  ninety  millions  sterling,  equal  to  four 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  This  was  actual 
revenue,  made  up  of  real  contributions  from  the 

£urses  of  the  people.  After  the  close  of  the  war, 
linisters  slowly  and  reluctantly  reduced  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  establishments,  and  accommoda- 
ted thetn  to  a  state  of  peace.  The  pride  of  power, 
every  where  the  same,  always  unwiliingly  sur- 
renders any  of  those  circumstances  which  display 
its  pomp  and  exhibit  its  greatness.  Contemporane- 
ous with  this  reduction,  Britain  was  enabled  to 
lighten  s(^me  of  the  heaviest  burdens  of  taxation, 
and  particularly  that  most  onerous  of  all,  the  in- 
come tax.  In  this  lowered  state,  the  revenue  of 
peace,  gradually  rising  from  the  momentary  de- 
pression incident  to  a  transition  from  war,  attain- 
ed, in  1822,  the  vast  amount  of  fifty-five  millions 
sterlinff,  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  forty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  more  than  eleven  times  that 
of  the  United  States  for  the  same  year;  thus  indi- 
cating the  difierence,  which  I  have  suggested,  in 
the  respective  productive  powers  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. The  excise  alone,  collected  under  twenty- 
five  difierent  heads,  amounted  to  twenty-eignt 
millions,  more  than  one-half  of  the  total  revenue 
of  the  Kin^^dom.  This  great  revenue  allows 
Great  Britain  to  constitute  an  efficient  sinking 
fund  of  five  millions  sterling,  being  an  excess  pT 
actual  income  beyond  expenditure,  and  amount- 
ing to  more  than  the  entire  revenue  of  the  United 
States. 

If  we  look  at  the  commerce  of  England,  we 
shall  perceive  that  its  prosperous  condition  no  less 
denotes  the  immensity  of  her  riches.  The  aver- 
age of  three  years'  exports,  ending  in  1789,  was 
between  thirteen  and  fourteen  millions.  The 
average  for  the  same  term,  ending  in  1822,  was 
forty  millions  sterling.  The  average  of  the  im- 
ports for  three  years,  ending  in  1789,  was  seven- 
teen millions.  The  average  for  the  same  term, 
ending  in  1822,  was  thirty-six  millions,  showing 
a  favorable  balance  of  four  millions.  Thus,  in  a 
period  not  longer  than  that  which  has  elapsed 
since  the  establishment  of  our  Constitution,  have 
the  exports  of  that  Kingdom  been  tripled;  and 
this  has  mainly  been  the  effect  of  the  power  of 
machinery.  The  total  amount  of  the  commerce 
of  Great  Britain  is  greater  since  the  peace,  by 
one-fourth,  than  it  was  during  the  war.  The 
average  of  her  tonnage,  during  the  most  flourish- 
ing period  of  the  war,  was  two  million  four  hun- 
dred thousand  tons.  Its  average,  during  the  three 
years  1819, 1820,  and  1821,  was  2,600,000,  exhib- 
iting an  increase  of  200,000  tons.  If  we  glance 
at  some  of  the  more  prominent  articles  of  her 
manufactures,  we  shall  be  assisted  in  compre- 
hending the  true  nature  of  the  sources  of  her 
riches.  The  amount  of  cotton  fabrics  exported, 
in  the  most  prosperous  year  of  the  war,  was 
eighteen  million  sterling.  In  the  year  1820,  it 
I  was  16,600,000;  in  1821,  20,150,000;  in  1622,  21,- 
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639,000  pounds  sterling ;  piesenting  the  astonish- 
ing increase  in  two  years  of  npwaras  of  fire  mil- 
lions. The  total  amount  of  imports  in  Grreat 
Britain  from  all  foreijni  parts,  oi  the  article  of 
cotton  wool,  is  five  millions  sterling.  After  8up> 
plying  most  abundantly  the  consumption  of  cot- 
ton fabrics  within  the  country  (and  a  people  bet- 
ter fed,  and  clad,  and  housed,  are  not  to  be  found 
under  the  sun  than  the  British  nation)  by  means 
of  her  industrjT,  she  gires  to  this  cotton  wool  a 
new  value,  which  enables  her  to  sell  to  foreign 
nations  to  the  amount  of  £21,630,000,  leaking  a 
clear  profit  of  upwards  of  16^500,Q<)0  pounds  ster- 
ling! In  1821,  the  yatue  of  the  export  of  wool- 
len manufactures  was  £4,300,000.  A  1822,  it  was 
5,500,000.  The  success  of  her  restnetive  policy  is 
strikingly  illustrated  in  the  article  of  silk.  In  the 
manuiacture  of  that  article  she  labors  under  great 
disadvantages,  besides  that  of  not  producing  the 
raw  material.  She  has  subdued  them  all,  and  the 
increase  of  the  manufacture  has  been  most  rapid. 
Although  she  is  Mill  unable  to  maintain,  in  for- 
eign countries,  a  successful  competition  with  the 
siUts  of  France,  of  India,  and  of  Italy,  and,  there- 
fore, exports  but  little,  she  eives  to  the  two  mil- 
lions 01  the  raw  material  which  she  imports,  in 
yarious  forms^  a  value  of  ten  millions,  which 
chiefly  enter  into  British  consumption.  Let  us 
suppose  that  she  was  dependent  upon  foreign  na- 
tions for  these  ten  millions,  what  an  injurious 
effect  would  it  not  have  upon  iier  commercial  re- 
lations with  them !  The  average  of  the  exports 
of  British  manufactures  during  the  peace  exceeds 
the  average  of  the  most  productive  years  of  the 
war.  The  amount  of  her  wealth  annually  pro- 
duced is  three  hundred  and  fifty  million  sterling, 
bearing  a  Inrge  proportion  to  all  of  her  pre-exist* 
ing  wealth.  The  agricultural  portion  of  it  is  said 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virgmia,  to  be  greater 
than  that  created  by  any  other  branch  of  her  in- 
dustry. But  that  flows  mainly  from  a  policy 
similar  to  that  proposed  by  this  bill.  One^hird 
only  of  her  population  is  en^ged  in  agriculture; 
the  other  two-thirds  furnishing  a  marcet  for  the 
produce  of  that  third.  Withdraw  this  market, 
and  what  becomes  of  her  agriculture  1  The  pow- 
er and  the  wealth  of  Great  Britain  cannot  be  more 
strikingly  illustrated  than  by  a  comparison  of  her 
population  and  revenue  with  those  of  other  coun- 
tries and  with  our  own.  [Here  Mr.  C.  exhibited 
the  following  table,  from  authentic  materials :] 

^ipoUiloD.  TazM«iidiNib>  TuHper 
lie  bwdeii*.  oipKju 
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^';rfAm!SS''''i     '^'^'^       4,500,000  0  90 
From  this  exhibit,  we  must  remark,  that  tke 
wealth  of  Great  Britain  f  and,  consequeotlj,  her 
power)  is  greater  than  that  of  any  of  the  otlwr 
nations  with  which  it  is  compared.    The  tmoost 
of  the  contributions  which  she  draws  from  t^ 
pockets  of  her  subjects  is  not  referred  to  for  imi- 
tation, but  as  indicative  of  their  wealth.   Tk 
burden  of  taxation  is  always  rdative  to  the  abilitf 
of  the  subjects  of  it.    A  poor  nation  can  payr  bat 
little.    And  the  heavier  taxes  of  British  sobjecti, 
for  example^  in  consequence  of  their  ffreat  wealth, 
may  be  easier  borne  than  the  much  lighter  taxes 
of  Spanish  subjects,  in  consequence  oi  their  ex- 
treme poverty.    The  object  of  wise  Goveromeiits 
should  be,  by  sound  legislation  ao  to  protect  tbe 
indtistry  of  their  own  citizens  against  the  policy 
of  foreign  Powers  as  to  give  to  it  the  most  eipsD- 
sive  force  in  the  production  of  wealth.   Great 
Britain  has  ever  acted,  and  still  acts,  on  this  pol- 
icy.   She  has  pushed  her  protection  of  Britisb 
interest  further  than  any  other  nation  has  fostered 
its  industry.    The  result  13,  greater  wealth  aaioog 
her  subjects,  and  consequently,  mater  ability  to 
pa^r  their  public  burdens.    If  Qieir  taxation  is 
estimated  by  their  na^mU  labor  adoae,  nominiilf 
it  is  greater  than  the  taxation  of  the  sabjeeu  of 
any  other  Power.    But  if,  on  a  scale  of  their  ml- 
ural  and  artificial  labor  compounded,  it  is  less  thaa 
the  taxation  of  any  other  people.    Estimatiag  it 
on  that  scale,  and  assuming  the.  aggregate  of  the 
natural  and  artificial  labor  of  the  United  Kiag* 
dom  to  be  what  I  havealreadjr  stated.  221,500,000, 
the  actual  taxes  paid  by  a  British  subject  are  oolr 
about  three  and  seven-pence  sterling.    Estimatiag 
our  own  taxes  on  a  similar  scale — that  is,  suppo- 
sing both  descriDtiom  of  labor  to  be  equal  to  tint 
of  20,000,000  of^  able  bodied  persons— the  amottoi 
of  tax  paid  by  each  soul  in  the  United  States  u 
4«.  6d.  sterling. 

The  Ck>mmittee  will  observe,  from  that  uUe 
that  the  measure  of  the  wealth  of  a  nation  is  ia 
dicated  by  the  measure  of  its  protection  of  its  io 
dttstry ;  and  that  the  measure  of  the  poverty  of  i 
nation  is  marked  by  that  of  the  decree  in  whici 
it  neglects  and  abandons  the  care  of  its  own  itidw 
try,  leaving  it  exposed  to  the  action  of  foreif 
Powers.  Great  Bntain  protects  most  her  indostn 
and  the  wealth  of  Great  Britain  is  conseqaentl 
the  greatest.  France  is  next  in  the  degree  of  pn 
taction,  and  France  is  next  in  the  order  of  wealtl 
Spain  most  neglects  the  duty  of  protecting  tl 
industry  of  her  subjects,  and  Spain  is  one  of  tl 
poorest  of  Europea  n  nations.  Unfortunate  Irelani 
disinherited,  or  rendered,  in  her  industry,  subse 
yient  to  England,  is  exactly  in  the  same  state  i 
poverty  with  Spain^  measured  by  the  rule  of  ta 
ation.  And  the  United  States  are  still  poorer  tbt 
either. 

The  yiews  of  British  prosperity  which  I  ba 
endeavored  to  present,  show  that  her  protectii 
policy  is  adapted  alike  to  a  state  of  war  and 
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peace.  Self-poised,  resting  opon  her  own  internal 
resources,  possessing  a  home  market  carefnliy 
cbensbed  and  guarded,  she  is  ever  prepared  for 
uy  emergency.  We  have  seen  her  coming  out 
of  a  war  of  incalculable  exertion,  and  of  great  du- 
ntioD,  with  her  power  unbroken,  her  means  un- 
dimiDisbed.  We  have  see  that  almost  every  re- 
Tol?iDg  year  of  peace  has  brought  along  with  it 
la  increase  of  her  manufactures,  of  her  commerce, 
and,  consequently,  of  her  navigation.  We  have 
seen  that,  constructing  her  prosperity  upon  the 
solid  foandation  of  her  own  protecting  policy,  it 
is  untftcted  by  the  vicissitudes  of  other  States. 
Whit  is  our  own  condition  ?  Depending  upon 
the  state  of  foreign  Powers-^confiding  exclusively 
in  a  foreign,  to  the  culpable  neglect  of  a  domestic 
poiicjjoar  interests  are  affected  bv  all  their  move- 
ments. Their  wars,  their  mistortunet,  are  the 
onlf  soorce  of  our  prosperity.  In  their  peace,  and 
oor  peace,  we  behold  our  condition  the  reverse  of 
that  of  (Sreat  Britain,  and  all  our  interests  station- 
ary or  declining.  Peace  bring  to  us  none,  of  the 
blessings  of  peace.  Our  system  is  anomalous; 
iJike  unfitted  to  general  tranquillity,  and  to  a  state 
<£  war  or  peace  on  the  part  of  our  own  country. 
It  can  succeed  only  in  the  rare  occurrence  of  a 
feneral  state  of  war  throughout  Europe.  I  am 
00  eulogist  of  England.  I  am  far  from  recom- 
mending her  systems  of  taxation.  I  have  adverted 
to  them  only  as  manifesting  her  extraordinary 
ability.  The  political  and  foreijgn  interests  of  that 
nation  may  have  been,  as  I  believe  them  to  have 
been,  often  badly  managed.  Had  she  abstained 
from  the  wars  into  which  she  has  been  plunged  by 
her  ambition,  or  the  mistaken  policy  or  her  Min- 
isters, the  prosperity  of  England  would,  unques^ 
tioaably,  have  been  much  greater.  But  it  may 
happen  that  the  public  liberty,  and  the  foreign 
rentiotts  of  a  nation,  have  been  badly  provided  for, 
and  yet  its  political  economy  has  been  wisely 
tnaoaged.  The  alacrity  or  sollenness  with  which 
%  people  pay  taxes  depends  upon  their  wealth  or 
pOTejijr.  Ir  the  system  of  their  rulers  leads  to  their 
impoverishment,  they  can  contribute  but  little  to 
the  neces»ties  of  the  State ;  if  to  their  wealth, 
thef  cheerfully  and  promptly  pay  the  burdens  im- 
po^  on  them.  Enormous  as  British  taxation 
appears  to  be  in  comparison  with  that  of  other 
natiofts,  but  really  lighter  as  it,  in  fact,  is,  when 
^e  consider  its  great  wealth,  and  its  powers  of 
prodactioD,  that  vast  amount  is  collected  with  the 
^'^^  tstoaishiDg  regularity.  [Here  Mr.  Clat 
'^  retain  passages  from  Holt,  showing  that,  in 
1^  there  was  not  a  solitary  prosecution  arising 
oof  of  the  collection  of  the  assessed  taxes,  which 
ue  (here  conaidered  amoiw  the  most  burdensome, 
sod  that  the  prosecution  ofviolations  of  the  excise 
i&ws,  in  ail  its  nomeroos  branches,  were  sensibly 
»nd  progressively  decreasing.] 

Having  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
joihe  present  adverse  state  of  oar  country,  and 
^eavored  to  point  out  the  causes  which  have  led 
^  it ;  having  shown  that  similar  causes,  wherever 
u^  exist  in  other  countries,  lead  to  the  same  ad- 
vosicy  in  their  condition ;  and  having  shown  that, 
*herever  we  find  opposite  causes  prevailing,  a  btgb 


and  animating  state  of  national  prosperity  exists, 
the  Committee  will  agree  with  me  in  thinking  that 
it  is  the  solemn  doty  of  Government  to  apply  a  re* 
medy  to  the  evils  wnich  aflUct  our  country,  irit  can 
apply  one.  Is  there  no  remedy  within  the  reach  of 
the  Government?  Are  we  doomed  to  behold  oor 
industry  languish  and  decay  yet  more  and  more  ? 
But  there  is  a  remedy,  and  tnat  remedy  consists  in 
modifying  our  foreign  policy,  and  in  adopting  a 
genuine  American  system.  We  must  naturalize 
the  arts  in  oor  country,  and  we  must  naturalize 
them  by  the  only  means  which  the  wisdom  of  na^ 
tions  has  yet  discovered  to  be  effectual — by  ade- 
quate protection  against  the  otherwise  overwhelm* 
ing  influence  of  foreigtiers.  This  is  only  to  be  ac- 
complished by  the  establishment  of  a  tariff,  to  the 
consideration  of  which  I  am  now  brought. 

And  what  is  this  tariff?  It  seems  to  have  been 
regarded  as  a  sort  of  mcmster,  huge  and  deformed ; 
a  wild  beast,  endowed  with  tremendous  powers  of 
destruction,  about  to  be  let  loose  among  our  people, 
if  not  to  devour  them,  at  least  to  consume  their 
substance.  But  let  us  calm  our  passions,  and  de- 
liberately survey  this  alarming,  tnis  terrific  being. 
The  sole  object  of  the  tariff  is  to  tax  the  produce 
of  foreign  industry,  with  the  view  of  promoting 
American  industry.  The  tax  is  exclusively  lev- 
elled at  foreign  industry.  That  is  the  avowed 
and  the  direct  purpose  or  the  tariff.  If  it  subjects 
any  part  of  American  industry  to  burdens,  that  is 
an  eOect  not  intended,  but  is  altogether  incidental, 
and  perfectly  voluntary. 

It  bad  been  treated  as  an  imposition  of  burdens 
upon  one  part  of  the  community  by  design  for  the 
benefit  of  another ;  as  if,  in  fact,  money  were  taken 
from  the  pockets  of  one  portion  of  the  people  and 
put  into  the  pockets  of  another.  But,  is  that  a 
fair  representation  of  it  ?  No  man  pays  the  duty 
assessed  on  the  foreign  article  by  compulsion,  but 
voluntarily ;  and  this  voluntary  duty,  if  paid,  goes 
into  the  common  exchequer,  for  the  common  bene- 
fit of  all.  Consumption  has  four  objects  of  choice. 
1.  It  may  abstain  from  the  use  of  the  foreign  arti- 
cle, and  thus  avoid  the  payment  of  the  tax.  2.  It 
may  employ  the  rival  American  fabric.  3.  It  may 
engage  in  the  business  of  manufacturing,  whicn 
this  bill  is  designed  to  foster.  4.  Or  it  may  supply 
itself  from  the  household  manufactures.  But,  it 
is  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
that  the  South,  owing  to  the  character  of  a  cer^ 
tain  portion  of  its  population,  cannot  engage  in  the  • 
business  of  manufacturing.  Now,  I  do  not  agree 
in  that  opinion  to  the  extent  in  which  it  is  asserted. 
The  circumstaoce  alluded  to  may  disqualify  the 
South  from  engaging  in  every  branch  of  manufae<* 
ture  as  largely  as  other  quarters  of  the  Union,  but 
to  some  branches  of  it  that  part  of  our  population 
is  well  adapted.  It  indisputably  affords  great  fa- 
cility in  the  household  or  domestic  line. 

But,  if  the  gentleman's  premises  were  true,  could 
his  conclusion  be  admitted  ?  According  to  him, 
a  certain  part  of  our  population,  happily  much  the 
smallest,  is  peculiarly  situated.  The  circumstance 
of  its  degradation  unfits  it  for  the  manufacturing 
arts.  The  well  being  of  the  other,  and  the  larger 
part  of  our  population,  requires  the  introduction  of 
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those  arts.  What  is  to  be  done  in  this  conflict  ? 
The  gentleman  would  hare  us  abstain  from  adopt- 
ing a  policy  called  for  by  the  interests  of  the 
greater  and  freer  part  of  our  population.  But  is 
that  reasonable  ?  Can  it  be  expected  that  the  in- 
terests  of  the  greater  part  should  be  made  to  bend 
to  the  condition  of  the  servile  part  of  our  popula- 
tion ?  That,  in  effect  would  be  to  make  us  the 
slares  of  slaves.  [I  went,  with  great  pleasure,  along 
with  my  Southern  friends,  and  I  am  ready  again 
to  unite  with  them  in  protesting  against  the  exer- 
cise of  any  legislative  power,  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress, over  that  delicate  subject,  because  it  was  mv 
solemn  conviction,  that  Congress  was  interdictea, 
or  at  least  not  authorized,  by  the  Constitution  to 
exercise  any  such  lep;islative  power.  And  I  am 
sure,  that  the  patriotism  of  the  South  may  be  ex- 
clusively relief  upon  to  reject  a  policv  which 
should  be  dictated  by  considerations  altogether 
connected  with  that  degraded  class,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  residue  of  our  population.  But,  does 
not  a  perseverance  in  the  foreign  i)olicy,  as  it  now 
exists,  in  fact,  make  all  parts  or  the  union,  not 
planting,  tributarv  to  the  planting  parts?  What 
IS  the  arguments  It  is,  that  we  must  continue 
freely  to  receive  the  produce  of  foreign  industry, 
without  regard  to  the  protection  of  American  in- 
dustry, that  a  market  may  be  retained  for  the  sale 
abroad  of  the  produce  of  the  planting  portion  of 
the  country ;  and  that,  if  we  lessen  the  consump- 
tion, in  all  parts  of  America,  those  which  are  not 
planting,  as  well  as  the  planting  sections  of  foreign 
manufactures,  we  diminish  to  that  extent  the  for- 
eign market  for  the  planting  produce.  The  exist- 
ing state  of  things,  indeed,  presents  a  sort  of  tacit 
compact  between  the  cotton  grower  and  the  Brit- 
ish manufacturer,  the  stipulations  of  which  are, 
on  the  part  of  the  cotton  grower,  that  the  whole 
of  the  United  States,  the  other  portions  as  well  as 
the  cotton  growing,  shall  remain  open  and  unre* 
atricted  in  the  consumption  of  British  manufac^ 
tures ;  and,  on  the  part  of  the  British  manufac- 
turer, that,  in  consideration  thereof,  he  will  con- 
tinue to  purchase  the  cotton  of  the  South. 

Thus,  then,  we  perceive  that  the  proposed  meas- 
ure, instead  of  sacrificing  the  South  to  the  other 
parts  of  the  Union,  seeks  only  to  preserve  them 
from  being  absolutely  sacrificed  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  tacit  compact  which  I  have  described. 
Supposing  the  South  to  be  actually  incompetent, 
•r  disinclmed  to  embark  at  all  in  the  business  of 
manufacturing,  is  not  its  interest,  never thelc^ 
likely  to  be  promoted  by  creating  a  new  and  an 
American  source  of  supply  for  its  consumption  7 
Now  foreign  Powers,  and  Qreat  Britain  princi- 
pally, have  the  monopoly  of  the  supplv  of  South- 
ern consumption.  If  this  bill  should  pass,  an 
American  competitor  in  the  supply  of  the  South 
would  be  raised  up,  and  ultimately,  I  cannot  doubt, 
.that  it  would  be  supplied  cheaper  and  better.  I 
have  before  had  occasion  to  state,  and  will  now 
again  mention,  the  beneficial  effects  of  American 
competition  with  Europe,  in  furnishing  a  supply 
of  the  article  of  cotton  bagjging.  After  the  late 
war,  the  influx  of  the  Scottish  manufacture  pros- 
trated the  American  establishments.    The  conse- 


quence was,  that  the  Scotch  possessed  the  moDop- 
oly  of  the  supply ;  and  the  price  of  it  rose,  and 
attained  the  year  before  the  last  a  height  which 
amounted  to  more  than  an  equivalent  for  teo 
years'  protection  to  the  American  manufacture 
This  circumstance  tempted  American  industry 
again  to  engage  in  the  business,  and  several  vaiu 
able  manufactories  have  been  established  in  Ken 
tucky.  They  have  reduced  the  price  of  the  fabric 
very  considerably ;  but,  without  the  protection  o 
Government,  they  may  be  again  prostrated — aD( 
then  the  Scottish  manufacturer,  engrossing  thi 
supply  of  our  consumption,  the  price  will  prob 
ably  again  rise.  It  has  been  tauntingly  asked,  i 
Kentuckv  cannot  maintain  herself  in  a  competi 
tion  with  the  two  Scottish  towns  of  Invernea 
and  Dundee?  But  is  that  a  fair  statement  of  thi 
case  ?  Those  two  towns  are  cherished  and  sus 
tained  bjr  the  whole  protecting  policy  of  the  Brit 
ish  empire,  whilst  Kentucky  cannot,  and  tb* 
General  Government  will  not,  extend  a  like  pro 
tection  to  the  few  Kentucky  villages  in  which  tin 
article  is  made. 

If  the  cotton  growing  consumption  could  b* 
constitutionally^  exempt^  from  the  operation  o 
this  bill,  it  miffht  be  fair  to  exempt  it  upon  tbi 
condition  that  foreign  manufactures,  the  proceedi 
of  the  sale  of  cotton  abroad,  should  not  enters 
all  into  the  consumption  of  the  other  parts  of  tb( 
United  States.  But  such  an  arrangement  as  that 
if  it  could  be  made,  would  probably  be  objected 
to  by  the  cotton  growing  country  itself. 

2.  The  second  objection  to  the  proposed  bill  is 
that  it  will  diminish  the  amount  of  our  exports 
It  can  have  no  effect  upon  our  exports,  excep 
those  which  are  sent  to  Europe.  Except  tobacci 
and  rice,  we  send  there  nothing  but  the  raw  ma 
terials.  The  argument  is,  that  Europe  will  nd 
buy  of  us  if  we  do  not  buy  of  her.  The  first  ol 
jection  to  it  is,  that  it  calls  upon  us  to  look  to  tb 
question,  And  take  care  of  European  abilitf  in  1( 
ffislating  for  American  interests.  Now,  if,  ii 
legislating  for  their  interests,  they  would  cons»idfl 
and  provide  for  our  ability,  the  principle  of  reel 
procity  would  enjoin  us  so  to  regulate  our  intei 
course  with  them,  as  to  leave  their  ability  unia 
paired.  But  I  have  shown  that,  in  the  adoptio 
of  their  own  policy,  their  inqiiiry  is  strictly  limite 
to  a  consideration  of  their  peculiar  interests,  witl 
out  any  regard  to  that  c^  ours.  The  next  n 
mark  I  would  make  is^  that  the  bill  only  operate 
upon  certain  articles  of  European  industry,  whici 
it  is  supposed,  our  interest  requires  us  to  manufai 
ture  within  ourselves;  and,  although  its  effei 
will  be  to  diminish  the  amount  of  our  imports  ( 
those  articles,  it  leaves  them  free  to  supply  us  wit 
any  other  produce  of  their  industry.  And,  siD( 
the  circle  of  human  comforts,  refinements,  so 
luxuries,  is  of  great  extent,  Europe  will  still  fin 
herself  able  to  purchase  from  us  what  she  hi 
hitherto  done,  and  to  discharge  the  debt  in  son 
of  those  objects.  If  there  be  any  diminution  i 
our  exports  to  Europe,  it  will  probablv  be  in  tl 
article  of  cotton  to  Great  Britain.  I  have  stat< 
that  Britain  bojrs  cotton  wool  to  the  amount* 
about  fire  millions  sterling,  and  aells  to  foreij 


1981 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1982 


BfiRCB,  18S4. 


The  TbHff  BiU. 


H.  or  R. 


Stttes  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  twenty-one 
millioDs  and  a  half.    Of  this  sum,  we  take  a  little 
opwards  o{  a  million  and  a  half.    The  residue,  of 
about  twenty  millions,  she  roust  sell  to  other  foi^ 
eigo  Powers  than  the  United  States.    Now  their 
market  will  coDtiBue  open  to  her,  as  much  after 
the  passage  of  this  bill  as  before.    She  will  there- 
fore require  from  us  the  raw  material  to  supply 
their  coD!<amption.    But,  it  is  said,  she  may  refuse 
10  purchase  it  of  us,  and  seek  a  supply  elsewhere. 
There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  she  now  resorts 
to  us,  because  we  can  supply  her  cheaper  and 
better  than  any  other  country.    And  it  would  be 
Qoreasonable  to  suppose  that  she  would  cease, 
from  any  pique  towards  us,  to  pursue  her  own  in- 
tereU   Sappose  she  was  to  decline  purchasing 
from  as:  The  consequence  wonld  be,  that  she 
woald  lose  the  market  for  the  twenty  millions 
sterling  which  she  now  sells  other  foreign  Powers, 
or  enter  into  it  under  a  disadvantageous  competi- 
tion with  us,  or  with  other  nations,  who  should 
obiaio  their  supplies  of  the  raw  material  from  us. 
If  there  should  be  any  diminution,  therefore,  in 
tiie  exportation  of  cotton,  it  would  only  be  in  the 
proportion  of  about  one  and  a  half  to  twenty,  that 
is,  a  little  upwards  office  per  cent.;  the  loss  of  a 
market  for  which,  abroad,  would  be  fully  com- 
oensated  by  the  market  for  the  article  created  at 
Lome.   Lastly,  I  would  observe,  that  the  new  ap- 
plication of  our  industry,  producing  new  objects 
of  exportation,  and  they  possessing  much  greater 
Talue  than  in  the  raw  state,  we  should  be  in  the 
end  amply  indemnified,  by  their  exportation.  Al- 
ready the  item  in  our  foreign  exports  of  manufac- 
tures is  considerable;  and  we  know  that  our 
eotton  fabrics  have  been  recently  exported,  in  a 
lirge  amount,  to  South  America,  where  they 
oaintain  a  successful  competition  with  those  of 
any  other  country. 

3.  The  third  objection  to  the  tariff  is,  that  it 
^ii\  diminish  our  navigation.  This  great  interest 
i^rves  every  encouragement  consistent  with  the 
paramount  interest  of  agriculture.  In  the  order 
of  nature  it  is  secondary  to  both  agriculture  and 
toanofactores.  Its  business  is  tb^  transportation 
of  the  productions  of  those  two  superior  branches 
of  industry.  It  cannot  therefore  be  expected  that 
^  shaU  be  moulded  or  sacrificed  to  suit  its  pur- 
P^',  but,  on  the  contrary,  navigation  must  ac- 
commodate itself  to  the  actual  state  of  agriculture 
andmaaafaetures.  If,  as  I  believe,  we  have  nearly 
Raehed  the  maximum  in  value  of  our  exnorts  of 
raw  pfodoce  to  Europe,  the  efiect  hereafter  will 
^  as  it  respects  that  branch  of  our  trade,  if  we 
psnerere  in  the  foreign  system,  to  retain  our  navi- 
gation at  the  point  it  has  now  reached.  By  re- 
ducing, indeed,  as  will  probably  take  place,  the 
priee  of  our  raw  materials,  a  further  quantity  of 
them  could  be  exported,  and  of  course  additional 
cfflpioyment  might  in  that  way  be  given  to  our 
tonnage ;  but  that  would  be  at  the  expense  of  the 
igrieuitoral  interest.  If  I  am  right  in  supposing 
that  no  efiect  will  be  produced  by  this  measure 
t>poa  any  other  branch  of  our  export  trade  but 
tbat  to  Europe ;  that  with  regard  to  that  there 
vtU  be  no  sensible  diminution  of  our  exports,  and 


that  the  new  direction  given  to  a  portion  of  our 
industry  will  produce  other  objects  of  exportation, 
the  prooability  is,  that  our  foreign  tonnage  will  be 
even  increased  under  the  operation  of  this  bill. 
But;  if  I  am  mistaken  in  these  views,  and  it  should 
experience  any  reductiou,  the  increase  of  our  coast- 
ing tonnage,  resulting  from  the  greater  activity  of 
domestic  exchanges,  will  more  than  compensate 
the  injury.  Although  our  navigation  partakes  in 
the  general  distress  of  the  country,  it  is  less  de- 
pressed than  any  other  of  our  great  interests.  The 
loreign  tonnage  has  been  gradually,  though  slow- 
ly, increasing  since  1818.  And  our  coasting^  ton* 
nage  since  1816  has  increased  upwards  o?  one 
hundred  thousand  tons. 

4.  It  is  next  contended  that  the  efiect  of  the 
measure  will  be  to  diminish  our  foreign  commerce. 
The  objection  assumes,  what  I  have  endeavored 
to  controvert,  that  there  will  be  a  reduction  in  the 
value  of  our  exports.  Commerce  is  an  exchange 
of  commodities.  Whatever  will  tend  to  aug- 
ment the  wealth  of  a  nation  must  increase  its  ca- 
pacity to  make  these  exchanges.  By  new  produc- 
tions, or  creatiue  new  values  in  the  fabricated 
forms  which  shall  be  given  to  old  objects  of  our 
industry,  we  shall  give  to  coipmerce  a  fresh  spring, 
a  new  aliment.  The  foreign  commerce  of  the 
country,  from  causes,  some  of  which  I  have  en- 
deavored to  point  out,  ha^  been  extended  as  far 
as  it  can  be.  And  I  think  there  can  be  but  little 
doubt  that  the  balance  of  trade  is,  and  for  some 
time  past  has  been,  against  us.  I  was  surprised  to 
hear  the  learned  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Webster,)  rejecting,  as  an  exploded  fallacy, 
the  idea  of  a  balance  of  trade.  I  nave  not  time 
nor  inclination  now  to  discuss  that  topic.  But  I 
will  observe,  that  all  nations  act  upon  the  suppo- 
sition of  the  reality  of  its  existence,  and  seex  to 
avoid  a  trade  the  balance  of  which  is  unfavorable, 
and  to  foster  that  which  presents  a  favorable  bal- 
ance. However  the  account  be  made  up,  what- 
ever may  be  the  items  of  a  trade,  commodities, 
fishinff  industry,  marine  labor,  the  carrying  trade, 
all  01  which,  I  admit,  should  be  comprehended, 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  I  think,  that  the  totality  ot 
the  exchanges  of  all  descriptions  made  by  one 
nation  with  another,  or  against  the  totality  of  the 
exchanges  of  all  other  nations  together,  may  be 
such  as  to  present  the  state  of  an  unfavorable  bal- 
ance with  the  one  or  with  all.  It  is  true  that,  in 
the  long  run,  the  measures  of  these  exchanges,  that 
is,  the  totality  in  value  of  what  is  given  and  of 
what  b  received,  must  be  equal  to  each  other. 
But  the  great  distress  may  be  felt  long  before  the 
counterpoise  can  be  efiected.  In  the  mean  time 
there  will  be  an  ex|X)rt  of  the  precious  metals,  tO 
the  deep  injury  of  internal  trade,  an  unfavorable 
state  or  exchange,  an  export  of  public  securities, 
a  resort  to  credit,  debt,  mortgages.  Most  of,  if  not 
all,  these  circumstances,  are  oelieved  now  to  be 
indicated  by  our  country,  in  its  foreign  commercial 
relations.  What  have  we  received,  for  example, 
for  the  public  stocks  sent  to  Eujg^land  1  Goods. 
But  those  stocks  are  our  bond,  which  must  be  paid. 
Although  the  solidity  of  the  credit  of  the  English 
public  securities  is  not  surpassed  by  that  of  our  own, 
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strong  as  it  justly  is,  when  have  we  seen  English 
stoclcs  sold  in  our  market,  and  regularly  quoted  in 
the  prices  current,  as  American  stocks  are  in  Eng- 
land ?  An  unfavorable  balance  with  one  nation 
may  be  made  up  by  a  favorable  balance  with  other 
nations ;  but  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  that  unfa- 
vorable balance  is  strong  presumptive  evidence 
against  the  trade.  Commerce  will  regulate  itself! 
Yes,  and  the  extravagance  of  a  spendthrift  heir, 
who  squanders  the  rich  patrimony  which  has  de- 
scended to  him,  will  regulate  itself  ultimately. 
But  it  will  be  a  regulation  which  will  exhibit  him 
in  the  end  safely  confined  within  the  walls  of  a 
jail.  Commerce  will  regulate  itself!  But  is  it 
not  the  duty  of  wise  Governments  to  watch  its 
course,  and,  beforehand,  to  provide  against  even 
distant  evils ;  by  prudent  legislation  stimulating 
the  industry  ot  their  own  people,  and  checking 
the  policy  of  foreign  Powers  as  it  operates  on 
them?  The  supply,  then,  of  the  subjects  of  for- 
eign commerce,  no  less  than  the  supply  of  con- 
sumption at  home,  requires  of  us  to  five  a  portion 
of  our  labor  such  a  direction  as  wiU  enabie  us  to 
produce  them.  That  is  the  object  of  the  measure 
under  consideration,  and  I  cannot  doubt  that,  if 
adopted,  it  will  accomplish  its  object. 

5.  The  fifth  obiection  to  the  tarifi*  is,  that  it  will 
diminish  the  public  revenue,  disable  us  from  pay- 
ing the  public  debt,  and  finally  compel  a  resort  to 
a  system  of  excise  and  internal  taxation.  ThiB 
objection  is  founded  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
reduction  in  the  importation  ot  the  subjects,  on 
which  the  increased  duties  are  to  operate,  will  be 
such  as  to  produce  the  alleged  effect.  All  this  is 
matter  of  mere  conjecture,  and  can  only  be  deter- 
mined by  experiment.  I  have  very  little  doubt, 
with  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Tbimblb,)  that  the  rev- 
enue will  be  increased  considerably,  for  some 
years  at  least,  under  the  operation  of  this  bill. 
The  diminution  in  the  quantity  imported  will  be 
compensated  by  the  augmentation  of  the  duty. 
In  reference  to  the  article  of  molasses,  for  exam- 
ple, if  the  import  of  it  should  be  reduced  fifty  per 
cent.,  the  amount  of  duty  collected  would  be  the 
same  as  it  now  is.  But  it  will  not,  in  all  proba- 
bility, be  reduced  by  any  thing  like  that  propor- 
tion. And  then  there  are  some  other  articles 
which  will  continue  to  be  introduced  in  as  large 
quantities  as  ever,  notwithstanding  the  increase 
of  duty — ^the  object  in  reference  to  them  being 
revenue,  and  not  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
manufactures.  Another  cause  will  render  the 
revenue  of  thb  year,  in  particular,  much  more 
productive  than  it  otherwise  would  have  been ; 
and  that  is.  that  large  quantities  of  goods  have 
been  introcfuced  into  the  country,  in  anticipation 
of  the  adoption  of  this  measure.  The  eagle  does 
not  dart  a  keener  ^ze  upon  his  intended  prey, 
than  that  with  which  the  British  manufacturer 
and  merchant  watches  the  foreign  market,  and 
the  course  even  of  our  elections  as  well  as  our 
legislation.  The  passaj^e  of  this  bill  has  been  ex- 
pected ;  and  all  our  information  is,  that  the  im- 
portations, during  this  Spring,  have  been  im- 
mense. But,  further,  the  measure  of  our  impor- 
tations is  that  of  our  exportations.    If  I  am  right 


in  supposing  that,  in  future,  the  amount  of  these, 
in  the  old  or  new  forms  of  the  produce  of  our  la- 
bor, will  not  be  diminished,  but  probably  increased^ 
then  the  amount  of  our  importations,  and,  coose- 
quently,  of  our  revenue,  will  not  be  reduced,  bat 
may  be  extended.  If  these  ideas  be  correct,  ther6 
will  be  no  inability  on  the  part  of  the  GoTem* 
ment  to  extinguish  the  public  debt.  The  pajrmcnf 
of  that  debt,  and  the  consequent  liberation  of  the 
public  resources  from  the  charge  of  it,  is  extremely 
desirable.  No  one  is  more  anxious  than  I  am  td 
see  that  important  object  accomplished.  Bat  1 
entirelv  concur  with  the  ^ntleman  from  Virgiaifl 
(Mr.  Barbour)  in  thinking  that  no  material  sao 
rifice  of  any  of  the  great  interests  of  the  nstioi 
ought  to  be  made  to  effectuate  it.  Such  is  th< 
elastic  and  accumulating  nature  of  our  public  re 
sources,  from  the  silent  augmentation  of  our  pop 
ulation,  that  if,  in  any  given  state  of  the  public 
revenue,  we  throw  ourselves  upon  a  coach  aa< 
go  to  sleep,  we  may,  after  a  snort  time,  awaki 
with  an  ability  abundantly  increased  to  redeen 
any  reasonable  amount  of  public  debt  with  whicj 
we  may  happen  to  be  burdened.  The  public  deb 
of  the  United  States,  though  nominally  large 
now  than  it  was  in  the  year  1791,  bears  really  d| 
sort  of  discouraging  comparison  to  its  amount,  8 
that  time,  whatever  standard  we  may  choose  ^ 
adopt  to  institute  the  comparison.  It  was,  i] 
1791,  about  seventy-five  millions  of  dollars.  It  i 
now  about  ninety.  Then  we  had  a  population  i 
about  four  millions.  Now  we  have  upwards  C 
ten  millions.  Then  we  had  a  revenue  short  ^ 
five  millions  of  dollars.  Now  our  revenue  ei 
ceeds  twenty.  If  we  select  population  as  tfa 
standard,  our  present  population  is  one  hundrC 
and  fifty  per  cent,  greater  than  it  was  in  1791 ;  i 
revenue,  that  is  four  times  more  now  than  at  tt 
former  period ;  whilst  the  public  debt  has  increase 
only  in  a  ratio  of  twenty  per  cent  A  public  del 
of  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  at  the  preset 
day,  considering  our  actual  ability,  compound^ 
both  of  the  increase  of  population  and  of  revenil 
would  not  be  more  onerous  now  than  the  debt  i 
seventy-five  millions  of  dollars  was,  at  the  epo< 
of  1791,  in  reference  to  the  same  circumstance 
If  I  am  right  in  supposing  that,  under  the  opeii 
tion  of  the  proposed  measure,  there  will  not  | 
any  diminution,  but  a  probable  increase  of  tl 
public  revenue,  there  will  be  no  difllculty  in  d 
fraying  the  current  expenses  of  Government,  ai 
paying  the  principal  as  well  as  the  interest  of  tl 
public  debt,  as  it  oeeomes  due.  Let  us,  for  a  m 
ment,  however,  indulge  the  imp'obable  suppoi 
tion  of  the  opponents  of  the  tanfif.  that  there  i^ 
be  a  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  tne  extent  of  ^ 
most  extravagant  calculation  which  has  b^ 
made — ^that  is  to  say,  to  the  extent  of  fiire  id 
lions.  That  sum  deducted,  we  shall  still  hi 
remaining  a  revenue  of  about  fifteen  million 
The  Treasury  estimates  of  the  current  service 
the  years  1822,  1823,  and  1824.  exceeds,  eft 
year,  nine  millions.  The  lapse  ot  Revolutiona 
pensions,and  judicious  retrenchments  which  mig 
be  made,  without  detriment  to  any  of  the  essent 
esublishments  of  the  country,  would  probal 
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reduce  them  below  oioe  millions  of  dollars. 
Let  08  assume  that  sum,  to.  which  add  above 
fire  millions  and  a  half  for  the  interest  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  and  the  wants  of  Government  woald  re- 
quire a  revenue  of  fourteen  and  a  half  millions, 
learJDj^  a  surplus  of  revenue  of  half  a  million  be- 
food  the  public  expenditure.  Thus,  by  a  post- 
pooement  of  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  the 
poblic  debt,  in  which  the  public  creditors  would 
gjidly  acquiesce,  and  confiding,  for  the  means  of 
redeemiog  it,  in  the  necessary  increase  of  our  rev- 
raoe  from  the  natural  augmentation  of  our  popu- 
litioD  and  consumption,  we  may  safely  adopt  the 
proposed  measute,  even  if  it  should  be  attended 
(which  is  confidently  denied)  with  the  supposed 
diraination  of  revenue.  We  shall  not  then  have 
occasion  to  varv  the  existing  system  of  taxation ; 
we  shall  be  under  no  necessity  to  resort  either  to 
direct  taxes  or  to  an  excise.  But  suppose  the  alter- 
sative  were  really  forcad  upon  us  of  continuing 
the  foreign  systeoa,  with  its  inevitable  impover- 
uhment  of  the  country,  i>ut  with  the  advantage  of 
the  present  mode  of  collecting  the  taxes,  or  of 
idoptiog  the  American  system,  with  its  increase 
of  the  national  wealth,  but  with  the  disadvantage 
of  an  excise,  coald  any  one  hesitate  between  them? 
Costoms  and  an  excise  agree  in  the  essential  par- 
QcQlars,  that  they  are  both  taxes  upon  consump- 
tion, and  both  are  voluntary.  They  differ  only  m 
the  mode  of  colleetion.  The  office  }br  the  collec- 
tion of  one  is  located  on  the  frontier,  and  that 
for  the  other  within  the  interior.  I  believe  it  was 
Mr.  Jeffi»rsoo,  who,  in  reply  to  the  boast  of  a  citi- 
len  of  New  York,  of  the  amount  of  the  public 
rerenae  paid  by  that  city,  asked  who  would  pay 
it  if  the  collector's  office  were  removed  to  Paulua 
Hook,  on  the  New  Jersey  shore  ?  National  wealth 
p  the  source  of  all  taxation.  And,'  my  iH^rd  for 
it,  the  people  are  too  intelligent  to  be  deceived  by 
mere  names,  and  not  to  give  a  decided  preference 
to  that  system  which  is  based  upon  their  wealth 
tod  prosperity,  rather  than  to  that  which  is  founded 
Dpon  their  impoYerishment  and  ruin. 

&  But,  according  to  the  opponents  of  the  do- 
toestic  policy,  the  proposed  system  will  force  cap- 
ital and  labor  into  new  and  reluctant  eniploy- 
njents ;  we  are  not  prepared,  in  conseaoence  of 
the  high  price  of  wages,  for  the  successful  estab- 
lishment of  manufactures,  and  we  must  fail  in  the 
Mperiment.  We  have  seen  that  the  existing  oc- 
cnpaHoM  of  onr  society,  those  of  agriculture,  com- 
merce, navi^tion,  and  the  learned  professions, 
are  overflowing  with  competitors,  and  that  the 
want  of  employment  is  severely  felt.  Now  what 
does  this  bill  propose  ?  To  open  a  new  and  ex- 
tenure  field  of  business,  in  which  all  that  choose 
ttiajr  eater.  There  is  no  compulsion  upon  any 
one  10  engage  in  it.  An  option  only  is  given  to 
iBda&try,  to  continne  in  the  present  unprofitable 
pnrsnits,  or  to  embark  in  a  new  and  promising 
we.  The  effect  will  be  to  lessen  the  competition 
in  the  old  branches  of  business,  and  to  multiply 
oar  resources  for  increasing  our  comforts  and  aug- 
BKflCiog  the  national  wealth.  The  alleged  fact 
of  the  high  price  of  wages  is  not  admitted.  The 
insth  is,  that  no  class  of  society  suffera  more,  in 
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the  present  stagnation  of  business,  than  the  labor- 
ing class.  That  is  a  necessary  effect  of  the  de* 
pression  of  agriculture,  the  prmcipal  business  of 
the  community.  The  wages  of  able-bodied  men 
vary  from  five  to  eight  dollars  per  month ;  and 
sucn  has  been  the  want  of  employment,  in  some 
parts  of  the  Union,  that  instances  have  not  been 
unfrequent,  of  men  working  merely  for  the  means 
of  present  subsistence.  If  the  wages  for  labor 
here  and  in  England  are  compared,  they  will  be 
found  not  to  be  essentially  different.  I  agree  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  hi^h 
wages  are  a  proof  of  national  prosperity ;  we  dif- 
fer only  ill  the  means  by  which  that  desirable  end 
shall  be  attained.  But,  if  the  fact  were  true,  that 
the  wages  of  labor  are  high,  I  deny  the  correct- 
ness of  the  argument  founded  upon  it.  The  ar- 
gument assumes,  that  natural  labor  is  the  princi- 
pal element  in  the  business  of  manufacture.  That 
was  the  ancient  theory.  But  the  valuable  inven- 
tions and  vast  improvements  in  machinery,  which 
have  been  made  within  a  few  years  p&st,  have 
produced  a  new  era  in  the  arts.  The  effect  of 
this  change  in  the  powers  of  production  may  be 
estimated  from  what  I  have  already  stated  in  re- 
lation to  England,  and  to  the  triumphs  of  Euro- 
pean artificial  labor  over  the  natural  labor  of  Asia. 
In  considering  the  fitness  of  a  nation  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  manufactures,  we  must  no  longer 
limit  our  views  to  the  state  of  its  population,  and 
the  price  of  wa^es.  All  circumstances  must  be 
regarded,  of  which  that  is,  perhaps,  the  least  im- 
portant. Capital,  ingenuity  in  tne  construction, 
and  adroitness  in  the  use  of  machinery,  and  the 
possession  of  the  raw  materials,  are  those  which 
deserve  the  greatest  consideration.  AH  these  cir- 
cumstances, (except  that  of  capital,  of  which  there 
is>no  deficiency,)  exist  in  our  country  in  an  emi- 
nent degree,  and  more  than  counterbalance  the 
disadvantage,  if  it  really  existed,  of  the  lower  wages 
of  labor  in  Great  Britain.  The  dependence  upon 
foreign  nations  for  the  raw  material  of  any  great 
manufacture,  has  been  ever  considered  as  a  dis- 
couraging fact.  The  state  of  our  population  is 
peculiarly  favorable  to  the  most  extensive  intro- 
duction of  machinery.  We  have  no  prejudices 
to  combat,  no  persons  to  drive  out  of  employment. 
The  pamphlet  to  which  we  have  had  occasion  so 
often  to  refer,  in  enumerating  the  causes  which 
have  brought  in  England  their  manufactures  to 
such  a  state  of  perfection,  and  which  now  enable 
them,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  to  defy  all  com- 
petition, does  not  specify,  as  one  of  them,  low 
wages.  It  assigns  three ;  1st,  capital ;  2ndly,  ex- 
tent and  costliness  of  machinery ;  and.  3dly,  steady 
and  persevering  industry.  Notwithstanding  the 
concurrence  of  so  tnany  favorable  causes,  in  our 
country,  for  the  introduction  of  the  arts,  we  are 
earnestly  dissuaded  from  niaking  the  experiment, 
and  our  ultimate  failure  is  confidently  predicted. 
Why  should  we  fail  ?  Nations,  like  men,  fail  in 
nothing  which  they  boldly  attempt,  when  sustain- 
ed by  virtuous  purposes  and  firm  resolution.  I 
am  not  willing  to  admit  this  depreciation  of  Ame- 
rican skill  and  enterprise.  I  am  not  willioff  to 
strike  before  an  effort  is  made.    All  our  past  nis* 
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tory^  exhorts  us  to  proceed,  and  inspires  us  with 
animating  hopes  of  success.  Past  predictions  of 
our  incapacity  have  failed,  and  present  predictions 
will  not  be  realized.  At  the  commencement  of 
this  Government,  we  were  told  that  the  attempt 
would  be  idle  to  construct  a  marine  adequate  to 
the  commerce  of  the  country,  or  even  to  the  busi- 
ness of  its  coasting  trade.  The  founders  of  our 
Government  did  not  listen  to  these  discouraging 
counsels ;  and  behold  the  fruits  of  their  just  com- 
prehension of  our  resources !  Our  restrictive  pol- 
icy was  denounced,  and  it  was  foretold  that  it 
would  utterly  disappoint  all  our  expectations.  But 
our  restrictive  policy  has  been  emmently  success- 
ful; and  the  share  which  our  navigation  now  en- 
joys in  the  trade  with  France,  and  with  the  Brit- 
ish West  India  islands,  attests  its  victory.  What 
were  not  the  disheartening  predictions  of  the  op- 
ponents of  the  late  war?  Defeat,  discomfiture, 
and  disgrace,  were  to  be  the  certain,  but  not  the 
worst,  effect  of  it  Here,  again,  did  prophecy 
prove  false;  and  the  energies  of  our  country,  and 
the  valor  and  the  patriotism  of  our  people,  carried 
us  gloriously  through  the  war.  We  are  now,  and 
ever  will  be,  essentially,  an  agricultural  people. 
Without  a  material  change  in  the  fixed  habits  of 
the  country,  the  friends  of  this  measure  desire  to 
draw  to  it.  as  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  its  industry, 
the  manufacturing  arts.  The  difference  between 
a  nation  with,  and  without  the  arts,  may  be  con- 
ceived, by  the  difference  between  a  l(eelboat  and  a 
steamboat,  combatting  the  rapid  torrent  of  the 
Mississippi.  How  slow  does  the  former  ascend, 
hugeinff  the  sinuosities,  of  the  shore,  pushed  on  by 
her  hardy  and  exposed  crew,  now  throwing  them- 
selves in  vigorous  concert  on  their  oars,  and  then 
seizing  the  pendant  boughs  of  overhanging  trees; 
she  seems  hardiv  to  move ;  and  her  scanty  cargo 
is  scarcely  wortn  the  transportation !  With  what 
ease  is  she  not  passed  by  the  steamboat,  laden  with 
the  riches  of  all  quarters  of  the  world,  with  a 
crowd  of  gayj  cheerful  and  protected  passengers, 
now  dashing  into  the  midst  of  the  current,  or  glid- 
ing through  the  eddies  near  the  shore !  Nature 
herself  seems  to  survey,  with  astonishment,  the 
passing  wonder,  and,  in  silent  submission,  reluct- 
antly to  own  the  magnificent  triumphs,  in  her 
own  vast  dominion,  of  Fulton's  immortal  genius ! 
7.  But  it  is  said,  that  wherever  there  is  a  con- 
currence of  favorable  circumstances,  manufactures 
will  arise  of  themselves,  without  protection ;  and 
that  we  should  not  disturb  the  natural  progress  of 
industry,  but  leave  things  to  themselves.  If  all 
nation^  would  modify  their  policy  on  this  axiom, 
perhaps  it  would  be  better  for  the  common  good 
of  the  whole.  Even  then,  in  consequence  oi  nat- 
ural advantages,  and  a  greater  advance  in  civili- 
zation and  in  the  arts,  some  nations  would  enjoy 
a  state. of  much  higher  prosperity  than  others. 
But  there  is  no  universal  legislation.  The  globe 
is  divided  into  different  communities,  each  seeking 
to  appropriate  to  iti^elf  all  the  advantages  it  can, 
without  reference  to  the  prosperity  of  others. 
Whether  this  is  right  or  not,  it  nas  always  been, 
and  ever  will  be,  the  case.  Perhaps  the  care  of 
the  interests  of  our  people  is  sufficient  for  all  the 


wisdom  of  one  Legislature ;  and  that  it  Is  aoiong 
nations  as  among  individuals,  that  the  happiDcss 
of  the  whole  is  best  secured  by  each  atteodiog  to 
its  own  peculiar  interests. .  The  proposition  to  be 
maintained  by  our  adversaries,  is,  that  manufac- 
tures, without  protection,  will,  in  due  time,  spring 
up  in  our  country,  and  sustain  themselves,  in  a 
competition  with    foreign  fabrics,  however  ad- 
vanced the  arts,  and  whatever  the  degree  of  pro- 
tection may  be  in  foreign  countries.    Now  I  con- 
tend that  this  proposition  is  refuted  by  all  experi- 
ence, ancient  and  modem,  and  in  every  countrv. 
If  I  am  asked,  why  unprotected  industry  should 
not  succeed  in  a  struggle  with  protected  industry, 
I  answer,  the  /act  has  ever  been  so,  and  that  is 
sufficient ;  I  reply  that  uniform  expeirunct  evinces 
that  it  cannot  succeed  in  such  an  unequal  contest, 
and   that  is  sufficient.    If  we  speculate  on  the 
causes  of  this  universal  truth,  we  may  differ  about 
them.    Still  the  indisputable  fact  remains.   And 
we  should  be  as  unwise  in  not  availing  oursel?es 
of  the  guide  which  it  furnishes,  as  a  man  would 
be  who  should  refuse  to  bask  in  the  rays  of  the 
sun,  because   he   could    not  agree  with  Judge 
Woodward  as  to  the  nature  of  the  substance  of 
that  planet,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  heat  and 
light.    If  I  were  to  attempt  to  particularize  the 
causes  which  prevent  the  success  of  the  manufac- 
turing arts,  without  protection,  I  should  say  that 
they  are — ^first^  the  obduracy  of  fixed  habits.   No 
nation,  no  individual,  will  easily  change  an  estab- 
lished course  of  busiaess,  even  if'^it  be  unprofitable; 
and  least  of  all  is  an  agriotUtural  people  prone  to 
innovation.    With  what  reluctance  do  they  not 
adopt  improvements  in  the  instruments  of  hus- 
bandry, or  in  modes  of  cultivation  !    If  the  farmei 
makes  a  good  crop,  and  sells  it  badly,  or  makes  a 
short  crop,  buoyed  up  by  hope,  he  perseveres,  and 
trusts  that  a  favorable  cnange  of  the  market,  or  of 
the  seasons,  will  enable  him,  in  the  succeeding 
year,  to  repair  the  misfortunes  of  the  past.    Se- 
condly, the  uncertainty,  fluctuation,  and  unsteadi- 
ness, of  the  home  market,  when  liable  to  an  unre 
stricted  influx  of  fabrics  from  all  forei^  nations; 
and,  thirdly,  the  superior  advance  ot  skill,  and, 
amount  of^  capital,  which  foreign  nations  have 
obtained,  by  the  protection  of  their  own  inda^^trj' 
From  the  latter,  or  from  other  causes,  the  unpro^ 
tected  manufactures  of  a  country  are  exposed  to 
the  danger  of  being  crushed  in  their  infaocyi 
either  by  the  design  or  from  the  necessities  of  for 
eign  manufacturers.    Grentlemen  are  increduloui 
as  to  the  attempts  of  foreign  merchants  and  mai^ 
ufacturers  to  accomplish  the  destruction  of  ourfl 
Why  should  they  not  make  such  attempu  ?    I 
the  Scottish  manufacturer,  by  surcharging  oq 
market,  in  one  year,  with  the  article  of  cottoi 
bagging,  for  example,  should  so  reduce  the  pn<^ 
as  to  discourage  and  put  down  the  home  manu 
facture,  he  would  secure  to  himself  the  monopoll 


of  the  supply.  And  now  having  the  exclusiv 
possession  oi  the  market,  perhaps  for  a  looff  teri 
of  years,  he  might  be  more  than  indemnined  f< 


his  first  loss,  in  the  subsequent  rise  in  the  price  < 
the  article.  What  have  we  not  seen  under  oi 
own  ^ye&  1    The  competition  for  the  transports 
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tiooof  themtil}  between  this  place  and-  Baltimore, 
so  eieited,  that  to  obtain  h,  an  individnal  offered, 
At  great  loss,  to  carry  it  a  whole  year  for  one  dol- 
lar! His  calculation,  no  doabt,  was,  that,  by 
dririDg  iii»  competitor  off  the  road,  and  securing 
to  himself  the  carriage  of  the  mail,  he  would  m 
afterwards  able  to  repair  his  original  loss  by  new 
contracts  with  the  department.  But  the  necessi- 
ties of  foreigii  manufacturers,  without  imputing 
to  them  any  sinister  design,  may  oblige  them  to 
throw  into  our  markets  the  fabrics  which  have 
aceamolated  on  their  hands,  in  consequence  of 
obstraclion  in  the  ordinary  rents,  or  from  over- 
calculation  ;  and  the  forced  sales,  at  losing  prices, 
nay  prostrate  our  establishments.  From  this 
Tiew  of  the  subject,  it  follows  that,  if  we  would 
place  the  industry  ol  our  country  upon  a  solid  and 
unshakable  fonndatioo,  we  must  adopt  the  pro- 
tecting' policv,  which  has  every  where  succeeded, 
and  reject  that  which  would  abandon  it,  which 
has  erery  where  failed. 

S.  Bat  if  the  policy  of  protection  be  wise,  the 
gntlemaa  from  Virginia  fMr.  Barbour)  has 
node  some  inffenious  caloalations  to  prove  that 
the  measure  of  protection,  already  extended,  has 
been  sufficiently  great.  With  some  few  excep- 
tions, the  existing  duties,  of  which  be  has  raaae 
aa  estimate,  were  laid  with  the  object  of  revenue, 
and  without  reference  to  that  of  encouragement 
to  our  domestic  industry ;  and,  although  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  th^  incidental  effect  of  duties,  so  laid, 
is  to  promote  manufactures,  yet^  if  it  falls  short  of 
competent  protection,  the  duties  might  as  well 
not  have  been  imposed  with  reference  to  that  pur- 
pose. A  moderate  addition  may  accomplish  this 
desirable  end ;  and  the  proposed  tariff  is  believed 
to  hare  this  character. 

^'  The  prohibitonr  policy,  it  is  confidently  as- 
serted, is  condemned  by  the  wisdom  of  Europe, 
ud  by  her  most  enlightened  statesmen.  Is  this 
the  hct  1  We  call  upon  gentlemen  to  show,  in 
^hat  instance  a  nation,  that  has  enjoyed  its  bene- 
fts,has  surrendered  it.  [Here  Mr.  Barbour  rose, 
Mr.  Ci^T  giving  way,  and  said,  that  £neland  had 
<l^itedfrom  it  in  the  China  trade,  in  alio  wins  us 
to  trade  with  her  East  India  possessions,  and  in 
tolentingour  navigation  to  her  West  India  col- 
onies.] With  respect  to  the  trade  to  China,  the 
"vhole  amoont  of  what  England  has  done  is  to 
P^f  the  monopoly  of  the  East  India  Company 
mbehilf  of  one  and  a  small  part  of  her  subiects, 
^  iamaK  the  commerce  of  another,  and  the 
Steater  portion  of  them.  The  abolition  of  the  re- 
scnetiofl,  therefore,  operates  altogether  amonff  the 
f  ubjeets  of  England,  and  does  not  touch  at  all  the 
lateiests  of  foreign  Powers,  The  toleration  of 
otv  eommeree  to  British  India  is  for  the  sake  of 
the  tpecte,  with  which  we  mainly  carry  on  that 
^onuneree,  and  which,  having  performed  its  cir- 
^it,  returns  to  Great  Britain  in  exchange  for 
British  manufactures.  The  relaxation  from  the 
coboial  policy,  in  the  instance  of  our  trade  and 
tttvigatioa  with  the  West  Indies,  is  a  most  unfor- 
fsaate  example  for  the  honorable  gentleman ;  for, 
^  is  an  iilostrioQs  proof  of  the  success  of  our  re- 
«rictive  policy,  when  resolutely  adhered  to.  Great 


Britain  had  prescribed  the  terms  on  which  we 
were  to  be  graciously  allowed  to  carry  on  that 
trade.  The  effect  of  ner  regulations  was,  to  ex- 
clude our  navigation  altogether,  and  a  complete 
monopoly,  on  the  part  of  the  Britihh  navigation, 
was  secured.  We  forbade  it,  unless  our  vessels 
should  be  allowed  a  perfect  reciprocitv.  Great 
Britain  stood  out  a  long  time ;  but  finally  yielded, 
and  our  navigation  now  fairly  shares  with  hers 
in  the  trade.  Have  gentlemen  no  other  to  ex- 
hibit than  these  trifling  relaxations  from  the  pro- 
hibitorv  policy,  which  do  not  amount  to  a  orop 
in  the  oucket,  to  prove  its  abandonment  by  Great 
Britain  ?  Let  them  show  us  that  her  laws  are 
repealed  which  prohibit  the  introduction  of  our 
floor  and  provisions ;  of  French  silks,  laces,  por- 
celain, manufactures  of  bronze,  mirrors,  woollens ; 
and  of  the  manufactures  of  all  other  nations ;  and 
then  we  may  be  ready  to  allow.  Great  Britain  has 
really  abolished  her  prohibitory  policy.  We  find 
there,  on  the  contrary,  that  system  of  policy  in 
full  and  Tigorous  operation,  and  a  most  curiously 
interwoven  system  it  is,  as  she  enforces  it.  She 
begins  by  protecting  all  parts  of  her  immense  do- 
minions against  foreign  nations.  She  then  pro-' 
tects  the  parent  country  against  the  colonies ;  and, 
finally,  one  part  of  the  parent  country  against 
another.  The  sagacity  of  Scotch  industry  has 
carried  the  process  of  distillation  to  a  perfection 
which  would  place  the  art  in  England  on  a  foot- 
ing of  disadvantageous  competition,  and  Eng- 
lish distillation  has  been  protected  accordingly. 
But,  suppose  it  were  even  true  that  Great  Brit- 
ain had  abolished  all  restrictions  upon  trade,  and 
allowed  the  freest  introduction  of  the  produce  of 
[breign  labor,  wotild  that  prove  it  unwise  for  us 
to  adopt  the  protecting  system  1  The  object  of 
protection  is  the  establishment  and  perfection  of 
the  arts.  In  England,  it  has  accomplished  its 
purpose,  fulfilled  its  end.  If  she  has  not  carried 
every  branch  of  manufacture  to  the  same,  hiffh 
state  of  perfection  that  any  other  nation  has,  she 
has  succeeded  in  so  manv  that  she  may  safely 
challenge  the  most  unshackled  competition  in  ex- 
changes. It  is  upon  this  very  ground  that  many 
of  her  writers  recommend  an  abandonment  of  the 
prohibitory  system.  It  is  to  ^ive  greater  scope  to 
Biiptish  industry  and  enterprise.  It  is  upon  the 
same  selfish  principle.'  The  object  of  the  most 
perfect  freedom  of  trade,  with  such  a  nation  as 
Britain,  and  of  the  most  rigorous  system  of  prohi- 
bition, with  a  nation  whose  arts  are  in  their  in- 
fancy, may  both  be  precisely  the  same.  In  both 
cases,  it  is  to  give  greater  expansion  to  native  in- 
dustry. Thev  only  differ  in  the  theatres  of  their 
operation.  The  abolition  of  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem, by  Britain,,  if  by  it  she  could  prevail  upon 
other  nations  to  imitate  her  example,  would  have 
the  effect  of  extending  the  consumption  of  British 
produce  in  other  countries,  where,  her  writers 
boldly  aflirm,  it  could  maintain  a  fearless  coinpe- 
tition  with  the  produce  of  native  labor.  The 
adoption  of  the  restrictive  system,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  by  excluding  the  produce  of 
foreign  labor,  would  extend  the  consumption  of 
American  produce,  unable,  in  the  infancy  and  un- 
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protected  state  of  the  arts,  to  sustain  a  competition 
with  foreign  fabrics.  Let  our  arts  breathe  under 
the  shade  of  protection ;  let  them  be  perfected  as 
they  are  in  England,  and  we  shall  then  be  ready, 
as  England  now  is  said  to  be,  to  put  aside  protec- 
tioI^  and  to  enter  upon  the  freest  exchanges. 
To  what  other  cause,  than  to  their  whole  pro- 
hibitory policy,  can  you  ascribe  British  prosper- 
ity ?  It  will  not  do  to  assign  it  to  that  of  her  an- 
tiquity; for  France  is  no  less  ancient,  thoush 
much  less  rich  and  powerful,  in  proportion  to  the 
population  and  natural  advantages  of  France. 
Hallam,  a  sensible  and  highly  approved  writer  on 
the  Middle  Ages,  assigns  the  revival  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  North  of  Europe  to  the  success  of  the 
woollen  manufactories  of  Flanders,  and  the  com^ 
merce  of  which  their  fabrics  became  the  subject ; 
and  the  commencement  of  that  of  England,  to  the 
establishment  of  similar  manufactures  there,  under 
the  Edwards,  and  to  the  prohibitions  which  began 
about  the  same  time.  As  to  the  poor  rates,  the 
theme  of  so  much  reproach,  without  England,  and 
of  so  much  regret  within  it,  among  her  specula- 
tive writers,  the  system  was  a  strong  proof,  no  less 
of  her  unbounded  wealth,  than  of  her  pauperism. 
What  other  nation  can  dispense,  in  the  form  of 
regulated  charitjr,  the  enormous  sum,  I  believe,  of 
ten  or  twelve  millions  sterling ! 

[Mr.  Barboub  stated,  it  was  reduced  to  six ;  to 
which  Mr.  Clay  replied,  that  he  entertained  no 
doubt  but  that  the  benign  operation  of  British 
protection  of  home  industry  had  sreatlv  reduced 
It,  within  the  last  few  years,  by  toe  full  employ- 
ment of  her  subjects,  of  which  her  flourishing 
trade  bore  evidenced 

The  number  of  British  paupers  was  the  result 
of  pressing  the  principle  of  population  to  its  ut- 
most limits,  by  her  protecting  policy,  in  the  crea- 
tion of  wealth,  and  in  placing  the  rest  of  the  world 
under  tribute  to  her  industry.  Doubtless,  the  con- 
dition of  Eoffland  would  be  better  without  pau- 
pers, if,  in  otner  respects,  it  remained  the  same. 
But,  in  her  actual  circumstances,  the  poor  system 
has  the  salutary  effect  of  an  equalizing  corrective 
of  the  tendency  to  the  concentration  of  riches, 
produced  by  the  genius  of  her  political  institutions, 
and  by  her  prohibitory  system. 

But,  is  it  true  that  England  is  convinced  of  the 
impolicy  of  the  prohibitory  svslemt  alid  desirous 
to  abandon  it  ?  What  proof  liave  we  to  that  ef- 
fect? We  are  as^ked  to  reject  the  evidence,  dedu- 
cible  from  the  settled  and  steady  practice  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  take  lessons  in  a  school  of  philoso- 
phical writers,  whose  visionary  theories  are  no 
where  adopted ;  or,  if  adopted,  bring  with  them 
inevitable  distress,  impoverishment,  and  ruin.  Let 
us  hear  the  testimony  of  an  illustrious  personage, 
entitled  to  the  greatest  attention,  because  he  speaks 
after  a  full  experiment  of  the  unrestriciive  system, 
made  in  his  own  empire.  I  hope  I  shall  give  no 
offence  in  quoting  from  a  publication  issued  from 
"the  Mint  of  Philadelphia ;"  from  a  work  of  Mr. 
Carejr,  of  whom  I  sieze,  with  great  pleasure,  the 
occasion  to  say,  that  he  merits  the  public  grati- 
tude, for  tbe  disinterested  diligence  with  which 
he  has  collected  a.  large  mass  of  highly  useful 


facts,  and  for  the  clear  and  convincing  reasoning 
with  which  he  generally  illustrates  them.  The 
Emperor  of  Russia,  in  March,  1822,  after  about 
two  years'  trial  of  the  free  system,  says,  through 
Count  Nesselrode : 

**  To  produce  happy  effects,  the  principles  of  eom- 
mercisl  freedom  must  be  generally  adopted.  Tho 
State  which  adopts,  whilst  others  reject  them,  must 
condemn  its  own  industry  and  commerce  to  pay  a  m* 
inous  tribute  to  those  of  other  nations." 

•«  From  a  circulation  exempt  from  restraint,  and  the 
facility  affi>rded  by  reciprocal  exchanges,  almost  all 
the  Grovemments  at  first  resolved  to  seek  the  means 
of  repairing  tbe  evil  which  Europe  had  been  doomed 
to  suffer ;  bnt  experience  and  more  correct  calcula- 
tions, because  they  were  made  from  certain  data,  and 
upon  the  results,  already  known,  of  the  peace  that  bad 
just  taken  place,  forced  them  soon  to  adhere  to  the 
prohibitory  system* 

«•  England  preserved  hers.  Austria  remained  fiiith- 
ful  to  the  rule  she  had  laid  down,  to  guard  herself 
against  the  rivalehip  of  foreign  industry.  France^ 
with  the  same  views,  adopted  the  most  tigoroas  mea- 
sures of  precaution.  And  Praasia  published  a  new 
tariff  in  October  last,  which  proves  that  ahe  foond  it 
impossible  not  to  foUow  the  example  of  the  rest  of 
Europe." 

**  In  proportion  as  the  prohibitory  system  Is  extend- 
ed and  rendered  perfect  in  other  couBtries,  that  8tete 
which  pursues  a  contrary  system,  makea,  from  day  to 
day,  sacrifices  more  eitensive  and  moro  considerable. 
*  *  *  It  offers  a  continual  encouragement  to  the 
manufactures  of  other  countries ;  and  its  own  menii- 
fsctures  perish  in  the  struggle  which  they  ^^^  •■  jet, 
unable  to  maintain. 

'*  It  is  with  the  most  lively  feelings  of  regret  we  ac- 
knowledge it  is  our  own  proper  experience  which  en- 
ables us  to  trace  this  picture.    The  evils  which    it 
details  have  been  realized  in  Russia  and  Poland,  since 
the  conclusion  of  the  act  of  the  7-19  December,  1818. 
Agriculture  without  a  market,  industry  withoot  pro- 
tection, languish   and  decline.     Specie  is  export^, 
and  the  most  solid  commercial  houses  are  ehelLeii, 
The  public  prosperity  would  soon  feel  tbe  wcmnd  in- 
flicted on  private  fortunes,  if  new  legolstions  did  xsot 
promptly  chaoge  the  actual  state  of  affiurs." 

"  Events  have  proved  that  our  agrieulluro  and  oixr 
commerce,  as  well  as  our  manufacturing  indast^i^, 
are  not  only  paralyzed,  but  brought  to  the  brink  ol 
ruin." 
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The  example  of  Spain  has  been  properly  refer  ^ 
red  to,  as  affording  a  striking  proof  of  the  cal^  xxx- 
ities  which  attend  a  State  that  abandons  the  cair^ 
of  its  own  internal  industry.    Her  prosperity  tv»^ 

Sea  test  when  the  arts,  brought  there  by  tkki 
oors,  flourished  most  in  that  Kingdom.  X*taet 
she  received  from  England  her  wool,  and  returnee 
it  in  the  manufacture  state;  and  then  Kn^laiK^i 
was  least  prosperous.  The  two  nations  hav^  ^^ 
versed  conditions.  Spain,  after  the  disco yex^y  c 
America,  Yielding  to  an  inordinate  passion  for  t|| 
gold  of  the  ladies,  sought  in  their  mines  iti^ 
wealth  which  might  have  been  better  creac«^<i  i 
home.  Can  the  remarkable  difference  in  th^  st^t  i 
of  the  prosperity  of  the  two  countries  be  otfa^i^^^y>^^ 
explained  than  by  the  opposite  systems  ^««rH|^ 
they  pursued  ?  England,  bv  a  sedulous  stt«>i^^|^ 
to  her  home  industry,  supplied  the  meana    «^£*   ^ 
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adraotageoos  commeree  with  her  coloaies.  Spain, 
byiQ  utter  Deglect  of  her  domestic  resources,  con- 
fided altogether  in  those  which  she  derived  from 
her  colonies,  aDd  presents  an  instance  of  the  great- 
est adrersity.    Her  colonies- were  infinitelv  more 
valoable  than  those  of  England ;  and  if  she  had 
adopted  a  similar  policy,  is  it  unreasonable  to  sup- 
pose that,  in  wealth  and  power,  she  would  have 
surpassed  that  of  England  ?    I  think  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Virginia  does  great  injustice 
to  toe  Catholic  religion,  in  specifying  that  as  one 
of  the  leading  causes  of  the  decline  of  Spain.    It 
is  a  religion  entitled  to  great  respect;  and  there 
u  nothing  in  its  character  incompatible  with  the 
highest  degree  of  national  prosperity.     Is  npt 
France,  the  most  polished,  and  in  many  other  re- 
spects the  most  distinguished  State  of  Christen- 
dom, Catholic  ?    Is  not  Flanders,  the  most  popu- 
lous pari  of  Europe,  also  Catholic?     Are  the 
Catholic  parts  of  Switzerland  and  of  Germany 
less  prosperous  than  those  which  are  Protestant? 
10.  The  next  objection  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  which  I  shall  briefly  notice, 
is,  that  the  manufacturing  system  is  adverse  to 
the  genius  of  our  Oovernment,  in  its  tendency  to 
the  accumulation  of  large  capitals  in  a  few  hands ; 
io  the  corruption  of  the  public  morals,  which  is 
alleged  to  be  incident  to  it ;  and  in  the  consequent 
danger  to  the  public  liberty.     The  first  part  of 
the  objection  would  apply  to  every  lucrative  bu- 
siness^o  commerce,  to   planting,  and    to  the 
learned  professions.    Would  the  gentleman  intro- 
duce the  system  of  Lycurgus?    If  his  principle 
be  correct,  it  should  be  extended  to  any  and  evefy 
vocation  which  had  a  similar  tendency.     The 
enormous  fortunes  in  our  coantry — the  nabobs  of 
the  land — have  been  chiefly  macle  by  the  profita- 
ble pursuit  of  that  foreign  commerce,  in  more 
propitious  times,  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
voold  so  carefully  cherish.    Immense  estates  have 
also  been  made  in  the  South.    The  dependants 
are,  perhaps,  not  more  numerous  upon  that  wealth 
which  is  accumulated  in  manufactures,  than  they 
sre  npon  that  which  is  acquired  by  commerce 
and  by  agriculture.     We  may  safely  confide  in 
the  laws  of  distributions,  and  in  the  absence  of  the 
nJe  of  primogeniture,  for  the  dissipation  (perhaps 
too  rapid)  of  large  fortunes.    What  has  oecome 
of  those  which  were  held  two  or  three  genera- 
^om  back  in  Virginia  ?    Many  of  the  descendants 
of  the  ancient  aristocracy  (as  it  was  called)  of 
^t  State,  are  now  ia  the  roost  indigent  condi- 
tioQ.   The  best  security  against  the  demoraliza- 
<io&  of  society  is  the  constant  and  profitable  em- 
ployment of  its  members.    The  greatest  danger  to 
public  liberty  is  from  idleness  and  vice.    If  man- 
ofactores  form  cities,  so  does  commerce.    And  the 
disorders  and  violence  which  proceed  from  the 
contagion  of  the  passions  are  as  frequent  in  one 
deseripiion  of  those  communities  as  in  the*other. 
Thore  ia  no  doubt  but  that  the  yeomanry  of  a 
coantry  is  the  safest  depository  of  public  1  iberty.  In 
all  time  to  come,  and  under  any  probable  airee- 
tion  of  the  labor  of  our  population,  the  agricultu- 
ral class  must  be  much  the  most  nunoerous  and 
powerful,  and  Will  ever  retain  (as  it  ought  to 


retain)  a  preponderating  influence  In  our  councils. 
The  extent  and  the  fertility  of  our  lands  consti- 
tute an  adequate  security  against  an  excess  in 
manufactures ;  and  also  against  oppression  on  the 
part  of  capitalists  towards  the  laboring  portions 
of  the  community. 

11.  The  last  objection,  with  a  notice  of  which 
I  shall  trouble  the  Committee,  is,  that  the  Consti- 
tution does  not  authorize  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  does  not  assert, 
indeed,  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  express  pro- 
vbions  of  that  instrument,  but  he  thinks  it  incom- 
patible with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  If  we 
attempt  to  provide  for  the  internal  improvement 
of  the  country,  the  Constitution,  according  to  some 
gentlemen,  stands  in  our  way.  If  we  attempt  to 
protect  American  industry  against  foreign  policy 
and  the  rivalry  of  foreign  industry,  the,  Constitu- 
tion presents  an  insuperable  obstacle.  This  Con- 
stitution must  be  a  most  singular  instrument! 
It  seems  to  be  made  for  any  other  people  than  our 
own.  Its  action  is  altogetner  foreign.  Congress 
has  power  to  lay  duties  and  imposts,  under  no 
other  limitation  whatever  than  that  of  their  being 
uniform  throughout  the  United  States.  But  they 
can  only  be  imposed,  according  to  the  honorable 
y^entleman,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  revenue.  This 
IS  a  restriction  which  we  do  not  find  in  the  Con- 
stitution. No  doubt  revenue  was  a  principal 
object  with  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  in 
iikvesting  Congress  with  the  power ;  but,  in  exe- 
cuting it,  may  not  the  duties  and  imposts  be  so 
laid  as  to  secure  domestic  interests  ?  Or,  is  Con- 
gress denied  all  discretion  as  to  the  amount  or  the 
distribution  of  the  duties  and  imposts? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has,  however, 
entirely  mistaken  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
on  which  w£  rely.  It  is  that  which  gives  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign 
nations.  The  grant  is  plenary,  without  any  limi- 
tation whatever,  and  includes  the  whole  power  of 
regulation,  of  which  the  subject  to  be  regulated  is 
susceptible.  It  is  as  full  and  complete  a  grant  of 
the  power,  as  that  is  to  declare  war.  What  is  a 
regulation  of  commerce?  It  implies  theadmis^ 
sion  or  exclusion  of  the  objects  of  it,  and  the  terras. 
Under  this  power,  some  articles,  by  the  existing 
laws,  are  admitted  freely ;  others  are  subfected  to 
duties  so  high  as  to  amount  to  their  prohibition; 
and  various  rates  of  duties  are  applied  to  others. 
Under  this  power,  laws  of  total  non-intercourse 
with  some  nations,  and  embargoes,  producing  an 
entire  cessation  of  commerce  with  all  foreign  coun- 
tries, have  been,  from  time  to  time,  passed.  These 
laws,  I  have  no  doubt,  met  with  the  entire  appro- 
bation of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  [Mr. 
Barbocb  said  that  he  was  not  in  Congress.] 
Wherever  the  gentleman  was,  whether  on  his 
farm,  or  in  the  pursuit  of  that  profession  of  which 
he  is  an  ornament,  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  gave 
his  aealous  support  to  the  laws  referred  to. 

The  principle  of  the  system  imder  consideration 
has  the  sanction  of  some  of  the  best  and  wisest 
men  in  all  ages — in  foreign  countries  as  well  as 
in  our  own :  oi  the  £d  wards,  of  Henry  the  Great, 
of  Elizabeth,  of  the  Colberts,  abroad;  of  our 
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Franklin,  Jefferson,  Madison,  Hamilton,  at  borne. 
But  it  comes  recommended  to  us  by  a  bigber  au- 
thority tban  any  of  tbese,  illustrious  as  tbey  un- 
questionably are-^by  the  master  spirit  of  tbe  age — 
that  extraordinarv  man,  wbo  has  thrown  the 
Alexanders  and  the  Caesars  infinitely  farther  be- 
hind him  than  they  stood  in  advance  of  the  most 
eminent  of  their-  plredecessors — that  singular  man 
wbo,  whether  he  was  seated  on  his  imperial 
throne,  deciding  the  fate  of  nations,  and  allotting 
kingdoms  to  the  members  of  his  family,  with  the 
same  composure^  if  not  with  the  same  affection, 
as  that  with  which  a  Virginia  iather  divides  his 
plantations  among  his  children,  or  on  tbe  mis- 
erable rock  of  St.  Helena,  to  which  be  was  con- 
demned by  tbe  cruelty  and  tbe  injustice  of  bis 
unworthy  victors,  is  equally  an  object  of  the  most 
i Intense  admiration.  He  appears  to  have  compre-  < 
bended,  with  the  rapidity  or  intuition,  tbe  true  in- 
terests of  a  State,  and  to  have  been  able,  by  the 
turn  of  a  single  expression,  to  develop  the  secret 
tt^rings  of  the  policy  of  cabinets.  We  find  that 
Las  Casas  reports  him  to  have  said : 

**  He  opposed  the  principles  of  economists,  which, 
he  ssid,  wore  correct  in  theory,  though  erroneous  in 
their  applieation.  The  poUticiBl  constitution  of  dif- 
ferent Dtetes,  continued  he,  must  render  these  prin- 
ciples defective ;  local  cireumstances  continually  call 
for  deviations  from  their  uniformity.  Duties,  be  said, 
which  were  so  severely  condemned  by  political  econo- 
mists, should  not,  it  is  true,  be  an  object  to  the  treas- 
ury ;  they  should  be  the  guarantee  and  protection  of 
a  nation,  and  should  correspond  with  tbe  nature  and 
the  objects  of  its  trade.  Holland,  which  is  destitute 
of  proidttctions  and  manufactures,  and  which  has  a 
traoe  only  of  transit  and  commission,  should  be  free 
of  all  fetters  and  barriers.  France,  on  the  contrary, 
which  is  rich  in  every  sort  of  production  and  msnu- 
fsctures,  should  incesssntly  guard  against  the  impor- 
tations of  a  rival,  wbo  migbt  still  continue  superior  to 
her,  and  also  against  tbe  cupidity,  egotism,  and  indif- 
ference of  mere  brokers. 

'*  I  have  not  iallen  into  the  error  of  modern  sys- 
tcmatixers,"  said  the  Bmperor,  ''wboimsgine  that  all 
the  wisdom  of  nations  is  centered  in  themselves.  Ex- 
perience is  the  tcne  wisdom  of  nations.  And  what 
does  all  the  reasoning  of  economists  amount, to  1  Tbey 
incessantly  extol  tbe  prosperity  of  Englsnd,  and  hold  i 
her  up  as  our  model ;  but  the  custom-house  system  is 
more  burdensome  snd  arbitrary  in  England  than  in 
any  other  country.  They  also  condemn  prohibitions ; 
yet  it  was  England  set  the  example  of  prohibitions; 
and  they  are,  in  fact,  necessary,  with  regard  to  certain 
objects.  Duties  csnnot  adequately  supply  the  place 
of  prohibitions;  there  will  always  be  found  means  to 
defeat  tbe  object  of  the  legislator.  In  France  we  are 
still  very  far  behind  on  these  delicate  points,  which 
are  still  unperceived  or  ill  understood  by  the  msss  of 
society.  Yet,  what  sdvancement  bsve  we  not  made  1 
What  correctness  of  ideas  has  been  introduced  by  my 
gradual  classification  of  agriculture,  industry,  and 
trade;  objects  so  distinct  in  themselves,  and  which 
present  so  great  and  positive  a  grsduation ! 

**  1st.  Agfieuiture;  the  soul,  the  first  basis  of  tbe 
empire: 

'*2d.  Indiutrys  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the 
population. 

**3d.   Foreign   trade  g  tbe   superabundance,  tbe 


proper  application  of  tbe  surpius  of  agriculture  and 
industry. 

*'  Agriculture  wss  continually  improving  during  the 
whole  course  of  the  revolution.  Foreigners  thought 
it  mined  in  France.  In  1814,  however,  tbe  English 
were  compelled  to  admit  that  we  had  little  or  nothing 
to  learn  from  them. 

**  Industry  or  manufactures,  and  internal  trade, 
made  immense  progress  during  my  reign.  Tbe  ap- 
plication of  chemistry  to  the  manufiictures  caused 
them  to  advance  with  giant  strides.  I  gave  an  im- 
pulse,  tbe  effects  of  which  extended  throughout  Eu- 
rope. 

**  Foreign  trsde,  which,  in  its  results,  is  infinitely 
inferior  to  agriculture,  was  an  object  of  subordinate 
importance  in  my  mind.    Foreign  trade  is  made  for 
agriculture  and  bome  industry,  and  not  the  two  latter 
for  the  fimner.     The  interests  of  these  three  funda- 
mental cases  are  diverging  and  frequently  oonfiicting. 
I  always  promoted  them  in  their  nstural  gradatton  ; 
but  I  could  not  and  ought  not  to  have  ranked  tbea 
all  on  an  equality.    Time  will  unfold  what  I  bava 
done,  the  national  resources  which  I  created,  and  tbe 
emancipation  from  tbe  English,  which  I  brought  about. 
We  have  now  the  secret  of  the  commercial  treaty  of 
1783.     France  still  exclaims  against  its  aothor ;  but 
the  English  demanded  it  on  pain  of  resuming  the  war. 
They  wished  to  do  tbe  same  after  the  Treaty  of 
Amiens ;  but  I  was  then  all  powerful ;  I  was  a  ban- 
dred  cubits  high.    I  replied,  that  if  they  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  heights  of  Montmartre,  I  would  still  re- 
fbse  to  sign  tbe  treaty.     These  words  were  echoed 
through  Europe. 

**  The  English  will  now  impoee  some  such  treatj 
on  France,  at  least  if  popular  clamor,  and  the  oppoci- 
tion  of  the  mass  of  the  nation,  do  not  force  them  to 
draw  back.  This  thraldom  would  be  an  additonial 
disgrace  in  the  eyes  of  that  nation,  which  is  dow  be- 
ginning to  acquire  a  just  perception  of  her  own  in* 
terests. 

'*  When  I  came  to  the  head  of  tbe  Govemment,  tk« 
American  ships,  which  were  permitted  to  enter  oqv 
ports  on  the  score  of  their  neutrality,  brought  urn  r^m 
materials,  and  had  the  impudence  to  sail  from  France 
without  freight,  for  tbe  purpoee  of  taking  in  cargoes 
of  English  goods  in  London.  They  moreover  had  tl^ 
insolence  to  make  their  payments,  when  they  had  ax^ 
to  make,  by  giving  bills  on  persons  in  Ltondom 
Hence  tbe  vast  profits  reaped  by  the  English  man  v 
facturers  and  brokers,  entirely  to  our  prejudice, 
made  a  law  that  no  American  should  import  goods  ^ 
any  amount  without  immediately  exporting  their  e^ 
act  equivalent.  A  loud  outcry  was  raised  agaia^ 
this:  it  was  ssid  tbst  I  had  ruined  trade.  But  vr^ 
was  tbe  consequence?  Notwithstanding  the  clocfcid 
of  my  ports,  and  in  spite  of  the  English,  who  rvaU 
the  seas,  tbe  Americans  retamed  and  submitted  ^ 
my  regulations?  What  might  I  not  have  done  aKi«|| 
morefovorablecircuDistances?  { 

"  Thus  I  naturalised  in  France  tbe  manufociai 
cotton,  which  includes : — 

*'  1st.  i^pfin-cof^on.— We  did  not  previously  apici 
ourselves ;  the  English  supplied  us  with  it  as  a  aovi^ 
favor.  J 

<«2d.  7^i0e&.— We  did  not  yet  make  it;  it 
to  us  from  abroad. 
(     '*dd.  7%eprtn/tfig.— This  was  the  only  part  g» 

manufocture  that  we  performed  ourselves.    I  v^ ^ 

to  naturalise  the  two  first  branches;  and  I  irrTif  nsiu  j 
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the  Cooncil  of  State  that  their  importatioo  ihenld  be 
prohibited.  This  excited  great  alarm.  I  ient  for 
Oberkamp,  and  eonvened  with  him  a  loog  time.  I 
learaed  from  him  that  thie  prohibition  woald  doubtleis 
prodaee  a  ahocfc,  but  that,  after  a  year  or  two  of  per- 
KTeraiioe«  it  would  prove  a  triamph,  whence  we  ahoaJd 
derive  immenee  adTsntagee.  Then  I  ieaned  my  de- 
ate  in  apite  of  all;  this  was  a  true  piece  of  sutes- 
otathip. 

'*!  at  Ant  confined  myielf  merely  to  prohibiting  the 
web;  then  1  extended  tlte  prohibition  to  apnn  cotton; 
and  we  now  poesess  within  ourMlves  the  three  branch- 
ei  of  the  cotton  manufactare,  to  the  great  benefit  of 
oor  population,  and  the.  injury  and  regret  of  the  Eng- 
liib— which  proirea  that  in  civil  government,  as  well  as 
in  war,  decision  of  character  is  often  indtepensable  to 
iseceM. 

I  would  trouble  the  Committee  with  only  one 
other  quotation,  which  I  shall  make  from  Lowe, 
and  from  hearing  which  the  Committee '  must 
share  with  me  in  the  mortification  which  I  felt  on 
perasiag  it.  That  author  says :  **  It  is  now  above 
'  forty  years  since  the  United  States  of  America 
*were  definitively  sej»arated  from  us,  and  since 
'  their  situation  has  afforded  a  proof  that  the  bene- 
'fit  of  mercantile  intercourse  may  be  retained,  in 
'  all  its  exreift,  without  the  care  of  governing,  or 
'  the  expense  of  defending,  these  once  regretted 
'pronnces."  Is  there  not  too  much  truth  m  this 
observation  ?  By  adhering  to  the  foreign  policy, 
which  I  have  been  discussmg,  do  we  not  remam 
essentially  British,  in  every  thingj  but  the  form  of 
oor  Government  ?  Are  not  our  mterests,  our  in- 
dostry,  our  commerce,  so  modified  as  to  swell 
British jpride,  and  to  increase  British  power? 

Mr.  Uhairinan  our  Confederacy  comprehends 
within  its  vast  limits  great  diversity  of  interests — 
agricultural,  planting,  farmiog,  commercial,  navi- 
gating, fisbin^,  manufacturing.  No  one  of  these 
mterests  is  felt  in  the  same  degree,  and  cherished 
vith  the  same  solicitude,  through  all  parts  of  the 
nniou.  Some  of  them  are  peculiar  to  particular 
sections  of  our  common  country.  But  all  these 
great  interests  are  confided  to  the  protection  of  one 
Goremment— ^to  the  fate  of  one  snip ;  and  a  most 
gallant  slijp  it  is,  with  a  noble  crew.  If  ive  pros-i 
per,  and  are  happy,  protection  must  be  extended 
10  all — it  is  due  to  all.  It  is  the  great  principle  on 
"vhieh  obedience  is  demanded  irom  all.  if  our 
ttseatial  interests  cannot  find  protection  from  our 
own  Government  against  the  policy  of  foreign 
Powers,  where  are  thev  to  get  it  ?  We  did  not 
raits  for  sacrifice,  but  for  preservation.  The  in- 
<lQirj  should  be,  in  reference  to  the  great  interests 
o/erery  section  of  the  Union,  (I  speak  not  of 
Bunute  subdivisions,)  What  would  be  done  for 
those  interests  if  that  section  stood  alone  and  sep- 
arated from  the  residue  of  the  Republic  ?  If  the 
promotion  of  those  interests  would  not  injuriously 
aileet  any  other  section,  then  every  thing  should 
be  done  for  them  which  would  be  done  if  it  formed , 
a  dbtinct  Government.  If  they  come  into  abso- 
lote  collision  v^ith  the  interests  of  another  section, 
a  reconciliation,  if  possible,  should  be  attempted, 
by  mutual  concession,  so  as  to  avoid  a  sacrifice  of 
the  prosperity  of  either  to  that  of  the  other.  In 
tich  a  case,  all  should  not  be  done  for  one,  which 


would  be  done  if  it  were  separated  and  indepen- 
dent, but  somethins^  >  and,  in  devising  the  meas- 
ure, the  good  of  each  part  and  of  the  whole  should 
be  carefully  consulteci.  This  is  the  only  mode  by 
which  we  can  preserve,  in  full  vigor,  the  harmony 
of  the  whole  Union.  The  South  entertains  one 
opinion,  and  imagines  that  a  modification  of  the 
exi5ting  policjr  of  the  country,  for  the  protection 
of  American  industry,  involves  the  ruin  of  the 
South.  The  North,  the  East,  the  West,  hold 
the  opposite  opinion,  and  feel,  and  contemplate, 
in  a  longer  adherence  to  the  foreign  policy,  as 
it  now  exists,  their  utter  destruction.  Is  it  true 
that  the  interests  of  these  great  sections  of  our 
country  are  irreconcilable  with  each  other  ?  Are 
we  reduced  to  the  sad  and  afflicting  dilemma 
of  determining  which  shall  fall  a  victim  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  other  ?  Happily,  I  think,  there 
IS  no  such  distressing  alternative.  If  the  North, 
the  West,  and  the  East,  formed  an  in<lependent 
State,  unassociated  with  the  South,  can  there  be 
a  doubt  that  the  restrictive  system  would  be  car- 
ried to  the  point  of  prohibition  of  every  foreign 
fabric  of  which  they  produce  the  raw  materiaK 
and  which  they  could  manufacture  1  Such  would 
be  their  policy,  if  thev  stood  alone;  butjlhey  are, 
fortuoatel]r}  connected  with  the  South,  which  be- 
lieves its  interest  to  require  a  free  aamission  of 
foreign  manufactures.  Here,  then,  is  a  case  for 
mutual  concession,  for  fair  compromise.  The  bill 
under  consideration  presents  this  compromise.  It 
is  a  medium  between  the  absolute  exclusion  and 
the  unrestricted  admi^^sion  of  the  produce  of  for- 
eign industry.  It  sacrifices  the  interest  of  neither 
section  to  that  of  the  other;  neither,  it  is  true, 
gets  all  that  it  wants,  nor  is  subject  to  all  that 
it  fears.  But  it  has  been  said  that  the  South  ob- 
tains nothing  in  this  compromise.  Does  it  lose 
any  thing  ?  is  the  first  question.  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  prove  that  it  does  not,  by  showing  that  a 
mere  transfer  is  effected  in  the  source  of  the  sup- 
ply of  its  consumption  from  Europe  to  America ; 
and  that  the  loss,  whatever  it  may  be,  of  the  sale 
of  its  great  staple  in  Europe,  is  compensated  by 
the  new  market  created  in  America.  But  does 
the  South  really  gain  nothing  in  this  compro- 
mise 1  The  consumption  of  the  other  sections, 
though  somewhat  restricted,  is  still  left  open,  by 
this  Bill,  to  foreign  fabrics  purchased  by  Southern 
staples.  So  far  its  operation  is  beneficial  to  the 
South,  and  prejudicial  to  the  industry  of  the  other 
sections,  and  that  is  the  point  of  mutual  conces- 
sion. The  South  will  also  gain  by  the  extended 
consumption  of  its  great  staple^  produced  by  an 
creased  capacity  to  consume  it,  in  consequence  of 
the  establishment  of  the  home  market.  But  the 
South  cannot  exert  its  industry  and  enterprise  in 
the  business  of  manufactures.  Why  not  i  The 
difl3iculties,  if  not  exaggerated,  are  artificial,  and 
may,  therefore,  be  surmounted.  But  can  the  other 
sections  embark  in  the  planting  occupations  of  the 
South  ?  The  obstructions  which  forbid  them  are 
natural,  created  by  the  immutable  laws  of  Grod, 
and  therefore  unconquerable. 

Other  and  animating  considerations  invite  us  to 
adopt  the  policy  of  this  system.    Its  importance, 
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in  conoexioo  with  the  general  defence  in  time  of 
war,  cannot  fail  to  be  duly  estimated.  Need  I 
recall  to  our  painful  recollection  the  sufferings, 
for  the  want  of  an  adequate  Bupply  of  absolute  ne- 
cessaries, to  which  the  defenders  of  their  country's 
rights  and  our  entire  population  were  subjected 
during  the  late  war?  Or  to  remind  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  great  advantages  of  a  steady  and  un- 
failing source  of  supply,  unaffected  alike  in  war 
and  in  peace  7  Its  importance,  in  reference  to  the 
stability  of  our  Union,  that  paramount  and  great- 
est of  all  our  interests,  cannot  fail  warmly  to  re- 
commend it,  or  at  least  to  conciliate  the  torbear- 
ance  of  every  patriot  bosom.  Now  our  people 
present  the  spectacle  of  a  vast  assemblage  ot  jeal- 
ous rivals^  all  eagerly  rushing  to  the  sea  board, 
jostling  each  other  in  their  way,  to  hurry  off  to 
glutted  foreign  markets  the  perishable  produce  of 
their  labor.  The  tendency  of  that  policy,  in  con- 
formity to  which  this  bill  is  prepared,  is  to  trans- 
form these  competitors  into  friends  and  mutual 
customers ;  and,  by  the  reciprocal  exchanges  of 
tl^eir  respective  productions,  to  place  the  Confed- 
eracy upon  the  most  solid  of  all  foundations,  the 
basis  01  common  interest.  And  is  not  Govern- 
ment called  upon,  by  every  stimulating  motive,  to 
adapt  its  policy  to  the  actual  condition  and  ex- 
tended growith  of  our  great  Republic  7  At  the 
commencement  of  our  Constitution,  almost  the 
whole  population  of  the  United  States  was  con- 
fined between  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  Since  that  epoch,  the  western 
part  of  New  York,  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Virginia, 
all  the  western  States  and  territories,  have  been 
principally  peopled.  Prior  to  that  period  we  had 
scarcely  any  interior.  An  interior  has  spruog  up, 
as  it  were,  by  enchantment,  and  alon^  with  it 
new  interests  and  new  relations,  requiring  the 
parental  protection  of  Government.  Our  policy 
should  be  modified  accordingly,  so  as  to  compre- 
hend all,  and  sacrifice  none.  And  are  we  not 
encouraged  by  the  success  of  past  experience,  in 
respect  to  the  only  article  which  has  been  ade- 
quately protected  ?  Already  have  the  predictions 
of  the  friends  of  the  American  system,  in  even  a 
shorter  time  than  their  most  saneuine  hopes  could 
have  anticipated,  been  completely  realized  in  re- 

gar^  to  that  article ;  and  the  consumption  is  now 
etter  and  cheaper  supplied  with  coarse  cottons, 
than  it  was  under  the  prevalence  of  the  foreign 
system. 

Even  if  the  benefit  of  the  policy  were  limited  to 
certain  sections  of  our  countrjr,  would  it  not  be 
satisfactory  to  behold  American  industry,  wherever 
situated,  active,  animated,  and  thrifty,  rather  than 
persevere  in  a  course  which  renders  us  subservi- 
ent to  foreign  industry?  But  these  benefits  are 
two-fold,  direct,  and  collateral,  and  in  the  one 
shape  or  the  other,  they  will  diffuse  themselves 
throughout  the  Union.  All  parts  of  the  Union 
will  participate,  more  or  less,  in  both.  A^  to  the 
direct  benefit,  it  is  probable  that  the  North  and 
the  East  will  enjoy  the  largest  share.  But  the 
West  and  the  South  will  also  participate  in  them. 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Richmond,  will  di- 
Tide  with  the  Northern  capitalists  the  business  of 


manufacturing.    The  latter  city  unites  more  ad- 
vantages for  Its  successful  prosecution  than  any 
other  place  I  know,  Zanesville,  in  Ohio,  only  ex- 
cepted.   And  where  the  direct  benefit  does  not  ac- 
crue, that  will  be  enjoyed  of  supplying  the  raw 
material  and  provisions  for  the  consumption  of  ar- 
tisans.  Is  it  not  most  desirable  to  put  at  rest  and  pre- 
vent the  annual  recurrence  of  this  unpleasant  sub- 
ject, so  well  fitted,  by  the  various  interests  to  which 
It  appeals,  to  excite  irritation  and  to  produce  dis- 
content?   Can  that  be  effected  by  its  rejection? 
Behold  the  mass  of  petitions  which  lie  on  our 
table,  earnestly  and  anxiously  entreating  the  pro- 
tecting interposition  of  Congress  against  the  ruin- 
ous policy  which  we  are  pursuing.    Will  these 
petitioners,  comprehending  all  orders  of  society, 
entire  States  atid  communities,  public  companies, 
and  private  individuals,  spontaneously  assembling, 
ceasa  in  their  humble  prayers  by  your  lending  a 
deaf  ear?    Can  you  expect  that  these  petitioners, 
and  others,  in  countless  numbers,  that  will,  if  yoa 
delay  the  passage  of  this  bill,  supplicate  your 
mercy,  should  contemplate  their  substance  grada* 
ally  withdrawn  to  foreign  countries,  their  ruin 
slow,  but  certain,  and  as  inevitable  as  death  itself, 
without  one  expiring  effort?    You  think  the  mea- 
sure injurious  to  you ;  we  believe  our  preservation 
depends  upon  its  adoption.    Our  convictions,  mn- 
tually  honest,  are  equally  strong.    What  is  to  be 
done  ?    I  invoke  that  saving  spirit  of  mutual  con- 
cession under  which  our  blessed  Constitution  was 
formed,  and  under  which  alone  it  can  be  happily 
administered.     I  appeal  to  the  South — ^to  tbe 
high-minded,  generous,  and  patriotic  South—with 
which  I  have  so  often  co-operated,  in  attempting 
to  sustain  the  honor  and  to  vindicate  the  rights  of 
our  country.    Should  it  not  offer,  upon  the  altar 
of  the  public  good,  some  sacrifice  of  its  peculiar 
opinions?    Of  what  does  it  complain?    A  jpossi- 
bte  temporary  enhancement  in  the  objects  oi  con- 
sumption.   Of  what  do  we  complam  ?     A  total 
incapacity,  produced  by  the  foreign  policy,  to  pur- 
chase at  any  price,  necessary  foreign  objects  of  con- 
sumption.   In  such  an  alternative,  inconvenient 
only  to  it,  ruinous  to  us,  can  we  expect  too  much 
from  Southern  magnanimity  ?    The  jiilt  and  con- 
fident expectation  of  the  passage  of  this  bill  has 
flooded  the  country  with  recent  importations  of 
foreign  fabrics.    It  it  should  not  pass,  they  will 
complete  the  work  of  destruction  of  our  domestic 
industry.    If  it  should  pass,  they  will  prevent  any 
considerable  rise  in  the  price  of  foreign  commodi- 
ties, until  our  own  industry  shall  be  able  to  sup- 
ply competent  substitutes. 

To  the  friends  of  the  tariff  I  would  also  anx< 
iously  appeal.  Every  arrangement  of  its  provi^ 
sion  does  not  suit  each  of  you  i  you  desire  som< 
further  alterations;  you  would  make  it  perfect 
You  want  what  you  will  never  get.  Nothing 
human  is  perfect.  And  I  have  seen,  with  great 
surprise,  a  piece  signed  by  a  member  of  Congress 
published  in  the  *' National  Intelligencer,*'  statin| 
that  this  bill  must  be  rejected,  and  a  judiciout 
tariff  brought  in  as  its  substitute.  A  J^bdicum 
tariff!  No  member  of  Congress  could  have  signer 
that  piece;  ojr,  if  he  did,  the  public  ought  not  t 
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be  deceived.  If  this  bill  do  not  pass,  unquestiona- 
hlj  DO  Other  can  pass  at  thjs  session,  or  probably 
daring  this  Congress.  And  who  will  go  home 
and  say  that  he  rejected  all  the  benefits  of  this 
bill,  because  molasses  has  been  subjected  to  the 
eoormous  additional  duty  of  five  cents  per  gallon  ? 
I  call,  therefore,  upon  the  friends  of  the  American 
policy  to  yield  aomewhat  of  their  own  peculiar 
wishes,  and  not  to  reject  the  practicable  in  the  idle 
pursuit  after  the  unattainable.  Let  us  imitate  the 
illustrious  example  of  the  framers  of  the  Const!- 
tDtioD,  and  always  remembering  that  whatever 
springs  from  man  partakes  of  his  imperfections, 
depend  upon  experience  to  suggest,  in  future,  the 
necessary  amendments. 

We  have  had  ffreat  difficulties  to  encounter.  I. 
The  splendid  talents  which  are  arrayed  in  this 
House  against  us.  2.  We  are  opposed  by  the  rich 
sod  powerful  in  the  land.  3.  The  Executive 
GoTernment,  if  any,  afibrds  us  but  a  cold  and 
eqoiTocal  support.  4.  The  importing  and  navi- 
gating interests,  I  Terily  believe  from  misconcep- 
tion, are  adverse  to  us.  5.  The  British  factors 
and  the  British  influence  are  inimical  to  our  suc- 
cess. 6.  Long  established  habits  and  prejudices 
oppose  us.  7.  The  reviewers  and  literary  specu- 
lators, foreign  and  domestic.  And,  lastly,  the 
leading  presses  of  the  country,  includinff  the  in- 
fluence of  that  which  is  established  in  this  city, 
and  sustained  by  the  public  purse. 

From  some  of  these,  or  other  causes,  the  bill 
may  be  postponed,  thwarted,  defeated.  But  the 
cause  is  the  cause  of  the  country,  and  it  must  and 
will  prevail.  It  is  founded  in  the  interests  and 
affections  of  the  people.  It  is  as  native  as  the 
granite  deeply  embosomed  in  our  mountains.  And, 
in  conclusion,  1  would  pray  God,  in  His  infinite 
mercy^  to  avert  from  our  country  the  evils  which 
are  impending  over  it,  and,  by  enligbteninff  our 
councils,  to  conduct  us  into  that  path  which  leads 
to  riches,  to  greatness,  to  glorv. 

When  Mr.  Clay  had  concluded,  Mr.  Rankin, 
ofMissi&ippi,  rose  and  apoke  till  past  three  o'clock^ 
when  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the  Commit- 
tee rise,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tbukboat,  April  1. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson," 
rmtcd  the  same  with  an  amendment,  and  the 
bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  laeasage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tbat  the  Senate  hare  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  riz :  **An  act  confirming  certain  acts  of 
James  Miller,  as  Gorernor  of  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  "An  act 
altering  the  times  of  holding  the  courts  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  to 
amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports, 
Mr.  CoHDicT  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Rankin  resumed  and  concluded  the  speech 
he  commenced  yesterday  on  the  general  princi- 
ples oi'  the  bill.  His  remarks  are  given  entire,  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  most  leave  to  others  the  ad- 
miration of  that  wonderful  system  of  policy 
adopted  by  England,  which  has  raised  her  na- 
tional debt  to  the  enormous  sum  of  800,000,000 
of  jpouiuls  sterling,  the  interest  of  which  is  30,000- 

000  per  annum,  a.  system  which,  by  prohibitions 
and  attempts  to  protect  her  manufactures,  as  I 
shall  presently  show,  has  made  a  large  portion  of 
her  people  paupers,  and  which  compels  her  to  pay 
annually,  lor  England  and  Wales  only,  in  the 
support  of  the  poor,  £6,000,000 ;  a  sum  exceeding 
in  amount  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United  States; 
a  policy  which  requires  her  to  put  a  tax  on  malt, 
beer,  and  spirits  distilled  from  grain,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  leather,  of  £9,150,000 ;  a  policv  which 
compels  her,  with  a  population  one-third  less  than 
that  of  France,  to  raise  a  revenue  of  £44,000,000 
for  the  support  of  Government,  while  France 
meets  her  expenses  by  a  revenue  of  £37,000,000, 
(when  it  ought,  having  regard  to  her  population, 
to  be  nearly  £60,000,0(X) ;)  a  policy  which  requires 
every  thing  to  be  taxed,  except  the  air  her  people 
breathe }  others  may  admire  this  wondeiful  sys- 
tem, and  "  that  stupendous  monument  of  human 
wisdom,  the  British  constitution  ;"  but,  I  hope  to 
be  permitted  to  look  with  humble  admiration  on 
the  Constitution,  the  institutions,  and  policy  of  my 
own  country;  a  policy  which,  in  less  than  half  a 
century,  has  elevated  us  to  a  pinnacle  of  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  which  no  nation  in  Europe 
has  reached,  in  the  slow  progress  of  more  than 
ten  centuries ;  a  policy  which  leaved  men  to  pur- 
sue wealth  and  happiness  in  that  way  whicn  is 
most  agreeable  to,  them,  protected,  but  not  op- 
pressed by  legislation;  a  policv  which  does  not 
propose  to  tax  one  portion  of  tne  community  for 
the  benefit  of  another ;  does  not  attempt  to  force 
into  existence  things  for  which  we  are  not  pre- 
pared ;  does  not  subject  a  man's  home  to  the  in- 
quisitive and  odious  search  of  the  exciseman ;  or 
waste  the  fruits  of  his  industry  for  the  tax  gath- 
erer ;  but  which  protects  all  classes,  in  their  law- 
ful pursuits,  and  fosters  iudustry  every  where. 
Gentlemen  may,  if  they  please,  call  this  "  foreign 
policy  a  "  ruinous  system."  I  have  no  hesitation 
m  avowing  myself  its  advocate.  I  am  also  an 
advocate  for  the  nurchase  of  an  article  manufac- 
tured by  foreign  hands,  when  I  can  procure  it  for 
a  price  one-third  or  one-half  less  than  that  manu- 
factured in  my  own  country.  I  do  this,  first, 
from  a  principle  which  governs  almost  every  one; 
because  it  is  mv  interest  to  do  so ;  and  secondly, 
because  it  is  the  interest  of  the  community  to 
which  I  belong.  The  public  interest  is  but  the 
aggregate  of  every  individual  interest  in  society. 

1  am  not  the  advocate  of  any  system,  the  design 
of  which  is  to  make  men  wealthy  without  capital, 
industry,  or  economy,  by  imposing  taxes  on  some 
more  prosperous  or  industrious  portion  of  the 
nation. 

The  South,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  has  been  often 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  and  the 
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patriotism  of  the  South  has  been  appealed  to  with 
peculiar  force.  What  does  the  South  demand  of 
Congress  ?  Only  that  her  capital  and  industry 
may  not  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  some  other 
section  of  the  Union.  She  asks  not  that  the 
North  and  the  West  be  taxed  for  her  benefit,  (as 
has  been  alleged,)  but  to  pay  her  proportions  of  the 

Enblic  burdens,  as  she  necessarily  does,  by  paying 
er  portion  of  the  duties  imposed  for  the  purposes 
of  revenue,  on  the  articles  of  foreign  manufacture 
she  consumes.  It  is  the  excellency  of  our  system 
of  collecting  revenue,  that  it  is  wholly  immaterial 
whether  the  dutv  be  collected  in  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  or  elsewhere;  every  individual  pays 
his  portion  of  that  duty  on  the  article  be  con- 
sumes— no  matter  where  his  residence  may  be-^ 
he  pays  no  more— he  can  pay  no  more.  The  al- 
legation, therefore,  that  the  North  and  West  are 
taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the  South,  is  without  a 
shadow  of  foundation.  The  charge  that  our 
policy  compels  the  freemen  of  the  West  to  be- 
come "  the  slaves  of  slaves,"  comes  very  ungraci- 
ously from  the  honorable  Speaker,  many  of  the 
products  of  manufactures  of  whose  own  State, 
and  perhaps  of  his  own  plantation,  pass  through 
the  hands  of  slaves,  and  to  the  use  of  which  we 
might  object,  if  the  objection  be  a  good  one,  and 
prefer  the  productions  and  manufactures  of  Ohio 
and  Indiana,  or  those  of  the  North.  If  the  article 
or  commodity  suits  the  purchaser,  both  in  price 
and  quality,  there  can  be  no  propriety  in  inquiring 
by  what  hands  it  was  produced  or  manufactured ; 
nor  do  I  presume  the  gentleman  himself  would 
stoop  to  make  such  an  inquiry. 

The  picture,  said  Mr.  R.,  drawn  by  the  Speaker, 
of  the  condition  of  our  country,  if  true,  would  be 
melancholy  indeed,  and  mi^ht  strongly  urge  the 
interposition  of  Congress,  tor  the  relief  of  all, 
(with  the  exception  of  the  manufacturing  inter- 
est, which,  I  think,  he  admits  to  be  rather  more 
prosperous  than  any  other,)  could  any  general 
system  of  relief  be  devised.  Such  a  gloomy  pic- 
ture, if  confined  to  this  House  or  to  this  nation, 
would  be  harmless,  I  am  sure,  because  no  one 
would  discover  its  resemblance  to  the  actual  state 
of  things.  But  foreign  nations  may  believe  it, 
and  sympathize  with  us.  Much  of  the  gloom  is, 
however,  removed  by  his  admission  that  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  for  which  the  poor  of  other  na- 
tions are  suffering,  are  every  where  here  in  great 
abundance;  so  abundant  that  they  can  neither  be 
consumed  nor  sold ;  but  are  actually  rotting  in 
the  barns  and  granaries.  He  represents  the  prices 
of  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  the  ffreat  staples  of 
the  South,  as  rapidly  declining  also,  and  conse- 
quently, it  will  be  unnecessary  to  aoopt  a  course 
of  legislation  to  reduce  us  more  rapidly  to  the 
common  level  of  distress.  We  must  necessarily 
adapt  ourselves  to  the  state  of  things  which  exists, 
and  may  hereafter  exist,  and  not  endeavor,  by 
mere  legislation,  to  create  wealth  and  capital 
where  none  exists.  Of  this  system  of  legisUtton, 
I  had  supposed  a  portion  of  the  West,  at  least, 
had  received  sufficient  information,  from  their  own 
experience  to  condemn  it  and  even  make  it  horrible. 
It  was  not  sufficient  that  they  had  the  means  of 


livine  and  becoming  wealthy  in  the  ordinary  way, 
but  they  must  become  wealthy  by  the  creation  of 
banking  institutions,  and  large  issues  of  bank 
notes,  which  gave  a  factitious  value  to  every 
thing;  destroyra  credit;  called  for  a  suspeasion 
of  the  collection  of  debts  in  the  ordinary  way; 
ruined  individuals :  all  of  which  was  consumma- 
ted  with  general  calamity,  if  not  disgrace.  From 
such  a  course  of  legislation,  I  wish  the  General 
GoTemmentj  at  least,  to  be  exempted.  The  rem- 
edy consists  m  men  conformiiig  themselves  to  the 
existing  condition  of  affiiirs,  and  which  thev  will 
soon  do,  if  undisturbed  by  vain  and  deceitful  at- 
tempts to  relieve  thein^  all  of  which  but  sink  them 
deeper  in  the  abyss  of  misery. 

I  regret,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  this  bill,  calculated 
so  deeply  to  afiect  all  the  interests  and  every  class 
of  industry,  had  not  reached  this  House  through 
the  ordinary  channel.  It  has  been  customary,  m 
such  cases,  to  receive  a  report  of  the  probable 
effects  of  such  a  measure,  upon  the  reveoae  and 
the  industry  of  the  country,  from  the  officer  who 
presides  orer  its  finances,  accompanied  by  state- 
ments of  such  rales  of  duty  as  might  be  expedient 
or  proper.  For  such  a  duty,  the  officer  who 
directs  that  department  ought  to  be,  and  no  doabt 
is,  better  qualified  by  information,  and  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  experience  of  this  country,  and  of 
other  countries,  than  any  individual  member, 
whose  pursuits  in  life  may  have  been  diversified, 
and  not  much  directed  to  the  investigation  of  sach 
subjects.  Such  a  report  should  also  have  passed 
under  the  revision  of  that  committee  which  a- 
amines  the  ways  and  means  of  the  nation.  Bat 
what  have  we  presented  for  our  adoption?  A 
bill,  reported  by  a  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
the  professed  object  of  which  is  to  protect  manu- 
factures. Thus,  one  class  of  industry  assumes 
the  privilege  of  saying  to  every  other  what  amount 
they  shall  severally  contribute  to  its  support. 
Such  a  state  of  things  is  necessarQy  calculated  to 
awaken  suspicion,  distrust,  and  alarm.  But,  oo 
this  subject,  we  are  not  left  to  suspect  the  desigd 
of  this  measure  from  its  name  and  its  source,  as  it 
bears  the  impress  ol  its  character  in  almost  ever)! 
feature  which  belongs  to  it.  Many,  and  indeetj 
most,  of  the  duties  proposed,  amount  to  an  immt 
diate^  or,  at  no  very  distant  day  a  prohibition  ol 
the  foreign  manufacture;  and  the  gentleman  i 
the  head  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  hai 
had  the  candor  to  avow  that  such  was  its  objecl 
Against  such  a  system  I  must  protest. 

I  shall  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  R.,attefflp 
to  establish  the  unconstitutionality  of.  this  mea^ 
nre,  but  will  leave  that  point  to  be  discussed  b| 
other  gentlemen.  With  those  who  believe  that 
under  the  power  ''to  collect  taxes,"  "regulati 
commerce,''  or  ''  lay  imposts,"  we  hare  the  rigb 
to  tax  every  other  class  of  industry  to  force  inti 
existence  a  particular  interest,  it  would  be  asekj 
to  argue^  as  they  have  found,  and  are  determine 
to  exercise,  the  power.  I  regret  to  say,  sir,  that 
never  have^  since  I  have  been  in  this  Housi 
found  a  majority  of  this  body  desirous  and  detd 
mined  to  exercise  a  power,  that  they  have  ni 
found  such  power,  if  not  in  the  letter  of  the  Col 
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stitutioD,  in  the  spirit  of  it;  if  oot  in  the  Rpirit,  in 
what  hare  been  very  appropriated  called  "  the 
Tamot  powers  of  the  Constitation.'' 

There  are  some  truths,  sir,  in  political  economy, 
as  well  as  in  mathematics,  which  derive  bat  little 
force  from  illiistration,  and  onlv  require  to  be  stated 
lo  be  beliered.  Such,  I  humbly  conceive,  would 
be  the  declaration  that  all  violent  attempts  to  re^- 
ojate  and  direct  the  pursuits  of  industry  in  8oci> 
etf  mast  produce  an  unnatural  state  of  things.  I 
know  society  is  itself  an  artificial  body  compared 
with  the  savaffe  state,  which  is  the  natural  one. 
Bf  the  natural  state  of  things,  I  only  mean  that 
where  there  is  no  attempt  by  law  to  regulate  and 
direct  the  pursuits  of  men  from  those  occupations 
and  employments  which  they  believe  most  advan- 
ta^as.  As  the  natural  body  is  in  the  best  con- 
ditioD  when  neither  stimulants  nor  depletion  is 
reqoired.  so  is  the  political  body  the  most  sound 
aod  healthy  where  there  are  the  fewest  attempts  to 
force  industry  from  its  ordinary  and  natural  coarse. 
The  proposed  system  leaves  nothinff  to  the  discre- 
tion and  discernment  of  men — ^nothing  to  its  nat- 
Dral  course.  It  is  also  true  (and  the  Sp^er  admits 
that  troth >  that  capital,  if  permitted,  will  always 
Hod  its  place  of  profitable  employment,  as  natu- 
lally  as  water  will  find  its  common  level.  From 
the  spirit  of  enterprise  in  this  country,  and  the  few 
habits  we  have  to  subdue,  this  trutn  is  peculiarly 
applicable  to  the  peoj^e  of  this  country.  What 
poruonof  the  habitable  globe ;  what  howling  wil- 
derness, no  matter  what  its  depth ;  what  ocean, 
no  matter  how  remote ,  or  what  climate,  no  mat- 
ter how  inhospitable, — has  not  been  visited  by  our 
adrentoroQs  jNeople,  in  pursuit  of  wealth  ?  Kven 
the  depths  of  ocean  have  been  made  tributary  to 
their  wishes  in  this  pursuit.  This  bill  proposes  to 
direct  the  employment  of  capital,  and  lea? es  noth- 
n%  to  individual  discretion,  what,  again,  can 
he  more  true,  than  that  free  importation  produces 
iowness  and  uniformity  in  the  price  of  every  thing 
we  desire  to  purchase,  by  inviting  competition, 
ud  enabling  you  to  purchase  from  those  who  can 
l^odoce  or  maaiifacture  cheapest  t  In  this  way, 
foti  are  not  sensibly  afiected  by  the  changes  of  sea- 
^,  or  the  destrtoction  of  crops,  nor  are  you  sub- 
jected to  the  exjbrtion  of  those  from  whom  you 
haTe  no  alternative  but  to  buy  at  their  own  prices. 
l^voQld,  perhaps,  add  a  pans  to  those  of  death  to 
K  mnrdered  by  the  hand  of  a  friend ;  and  there 
<^  he  bQt  little  satisfaction  in  knowing  that  you 
were  robbed  or  taxed  unnecessarily  and  improperly 
for  thehe&efitof  professed  friends,  instead  of  by  those 
mdifeent  to  your  fate.  This  bill  does  not  permit 
yw  to  bay  where  yov  can  buy  cheapest,  and  sell 
where  you  can  sell  dearest,  but  compels  you  to 
porchase  at  any  price  the  domestic  manufacturer 
tuf  please  to  demand. 

""  Will  you  not  protect  your  own  industry,  your 
own  manuiaetures,"  has  been  echoed  in  every 
part  of  this  Union,  and  often  within  the  walls  of 
ihis  House?  Yes  J  I  will  protect,  so  far  as  my 
'ole  goes,  every  species  of  industry ;  but  no  one 
vxclostvely.  But  let  us  understand  the  meaning 
01  this  word  protection,  which  has  been  latterly 
i»«d  to  signify  any  thing  but  protection.    When 


foreign  Governments  give  a  bounty  on  a  manu- 
factured article  when  exported,  and  the  duty  im- 
posed by  our  Gk)vemment  does  counteract  the 
effects  of  that  bounty,  we  are  strictly  protecting 
our  prodace  or  manufacture,  by  imp<»iog  a  duty 
that  will  prevent  foreign  producers  or  manufac- 
turers from  competing  in  our  own  market,  and 
with  our  own  producer  or  manufacturer,  on  terms 
of  advantage.  We  also  protect  our  industry  or 
manufactures,  when  we  impose  a  duty  to  prevent 
foreigners  in  our  immediate  vicinity  from  coming 
into  our  market  with  such  produce  as  we  raise 
inabundancer-when  their  proximity  to  our  shores, 
by  subjecting  them  to  but  little  expense,  enables 
them  to  come  there,  and  compete  with  our  own 
people  on  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  terms.  Such  is 
the  effect  of  our  legislation,  in  relation  to  the  fish- 
eries, and  the  duty  we  impose  on  foreign  sugar 
and  cotton.  The  discriminating  duties  on  tonnage 
has  had  also  the  effect  of  protecting  our  shipping 
against  the  regulations  of  foreign  nations,  and  the 
competition  c?  their  seamen.  In  some  cases  it 
happens  that  your  policy  or  your  laws  have  crea- 
tecf  institutions,  and  forced  the  investiture  of  capi- 
tal in  manufactories,  or  otherwise]  and,  in  all 
such  cases,  the  Government  cannot,  consistently, 
at  once  abandon  its  course,  by  which  ruin  would 
fall  upon  a  class  of  citizens  mvited  to  particular 
pursuit  by  existing  laws,  and  resting  on  the  faith 
of  the  Government.  Some  things  in  the  tariff  of 
1816  were  doubtless  affected  by  this  principle. 
But  when  an  adequate  protection  is  afforded,  even 
by  adventitious  circumstances,  there  can  be  no 
necessity  for  claiming  the  interposition  of  the 
Gk)vernment,  for  any  thing  beyond  that  adequate 
protection ;  and  there  is  no.  propriety  in  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Grovemment  in  such  a  case.  The 
present  duty  laid  upon  foreign  manufactures  for 
the  purposes  of  revenue,  is  estimated  by  those  fa- 
miliar with  those  subjects,  to  amount,  on  an  aver- 
a^,  to  40  or  50  per  cent.,  and  would,  doubtless, 
give  adequate  nrotection,  were  we  prepared  to 
manufacture.  6a  some  things  the  duty  is  7^, 
and  on  others  200  per  cent.  When  yon  add  to 
those  duties  the  price  of  freight  from  the  place  of 
exportation,  with  insurance,  commissions,  and  the 
various  profits  and  charges,  before  they  reach  the 
consumer,  the  price  is  greatly  enhanced  from  the 
original  price  of  the  manufacture.  From  this 
duly,  together  with  freight,  insurance,  dbc.,  the 
domestic  manufacturer  is  exempted ;  and  it  neces- 
sarily operates  as  a  premium  to  him  of  thatamount, 
as  he  can  add  all  those  things  from  which  he  is 
exempted,  to  the  price  of  every  thing  he  mano- 
factures,  and  sell  at  the  same  price  as  the  foreign 
manufacturer.  This  is  an  indirect  tax  on  the 
consumer,  and  is  not  noticed.  It  is  a  protection 
not  to  the  industry  of  the  farmer  and  planter, 
who  does  not  believe  when  he  purchases  an  arti- 
cle he  wants  of  the  merchant,  that  if  his  own 
manufacturers  were  at  all  prepared  to  manufac- 
ture, they  ought  to  be  able  to  sell  it  to  him  one- 
fourth  or  one-half  cheaper ;  and  that  one-fourth  or 
one-third,  and,  in  many  cases,  one-half  of  the 
price  he  pays  for  an  article,  operates  as  a  premium 
on  domestic  manufactures.    When  these  facts  are 
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disclosed,  the  plain  common  sense  of  e^ery  man 
would  induce  him  Co  say,  at  once,  "why,  these 
peoplearealready  sufficiently  protected."  whence, 
then,  this  cry—*'  Will  you  not  protect  your  own 
industry,  your  own  manufactures?"  It  is  all  a 
delusion.  Public  men,  instead  of  joining  in  that 
cry,  should  say  to  the  people,  your  manufactures 
are  already  protected  by  a  duty  averaging  40  or 
50  per  cent. ;  and,  if  they  cannot  succeed  with 
such  protection,  it  is  erident  our  country  is  not 
prepared  to  manufacture.  When  our  millions  of 
acres  of  unseated  lands  are  populated,  and  it  be- 
comes an  object  to  find  employment  for  a  portion 
of  our  people  who  cannot  be  employed  in  agri- 
culture, and  when  the  price  of  labor  is  reduced  to 
something  like  the  price  of  labor  in  Europe,  we 
shall  then  manufacture;  but,  until  that  period 
arrives,  it  is  vain  to  attempt  to  force  them  over 
obstacles  they  cannot  surmount.  These  manu- 
facturers, they  might  say,  by  protection,  mean 
prohibition,  andjhat  foreign  manufactures  must 
DC  excluded  by  high  duties,  to  enable  them  to  ob- 
tain the  monopoly  of  the  market. 

In  the  further  prosecution  of  the  examination 
of  this  interesting  subject,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  effects  of  sucfi  a  system  on  the  whole 
community,  I  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  proposed  to 
examine  its  effects  on  the  commerce,  the  agricul- 
ture, the  manufactures,  the  revenue,  the  morals, 
and  the  libertyjof  the  country.  If  no  one  of  these 
great  interests  can  be  promoted,  as  I  shall  attempt 
to  show,  by  the  passing  of  this  bill,  it  most  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be  rejected. 

Commerce,  sir,  (said  Mr.  R.)  deals  in  the  ex- 
change of  the  raw  material,  the  money,  or  the 
manufactured  articles  of  one  country  for  those  of 
another.  If  we  continue  to  exchange  with  other 
nations,  as  heretofore,  no  protection  is  afforded  to 
our  manufactures  for  what  ceases  to  be  consumed 
ceases  to  be  imported ;  and^  in  proportion  as  we 
substitute  our  own  for  foreign  fabrics,  our  com- 
merce is  diminished;  so  far  as  the  present  bill 
goes,  and  it  goes  far  enough  to  exclude  the  most 
of  the  foreign  manufactures  we  want,  it  excludes 
them  from  our  market,  which  exclusion  must 
be  followed  by  almost  the  total  annihilation  of 
our  commerce.  But,  it  has  been  said  that,  <<  if 
we  export  we  will  import."  We  have  heretofore 
imported  necessaries,  and,  I  presume,  according[  to 
the  new  doctrine,  we  shall  import  something 
which  is  not  necessary,  and  which  we  cannot  use. 
If  it  be  true  that,  "  if  we  export  we  will  import," 
it  must  be  equally  true  that,  if  we  cease  to  import, 
we  shall  cease  to  export,  and  that  importation  and 
exportation  keep  pace  with  each  other.  The  bill 
proposes  to  diminish  our  importations,  and  force 
us  to  coiwume  our  own  productions  and  manufac- 
tures, and  consequently,  most  seriously  affects  our 
commerce.  The  number  of  persons  to  be  affected 
by  this  change  is  considerable,  and  they  are  a  class 
of  people  whose  labor  and  industry  ought  not  to 
be  sacrificed  to  promote  those  of  the  manufacturer, 
who  less  deserves  your  protection.  In  this  branch 
of  industry,  which  has  arisen  without  your  protec- 
tion, except  so  far  as  I  have  stated  protection  was 
ftrietly  due  from  the  GtoTernment  to  its  citizens, 


there  are  estimated  to  be  40,000  mtrioers  em- 
ployed, and,  in  the  various  employments  of  ship- 
wrights, boat  builders,  sailmakers,  chaadiers,  &c., 
250,000,  making  an  aggregate  of  290,000  persom 
The  greatest  number  which  the  Speaker  could 
find  employment  for  under  his  new  system,  and 
that  number  much  exilggerated,  as  must  be  eri- 
dent from  a  knowledge  of  the  powers  of  machioery, 
was  500,000  persons,  and  those  must  be  employed 
by  the  loss  either  immediate  or  ultimate  of  some- 
thing like  (7,000,000  of  our  revenue.  Is  this  just? 
Is  this  right  1  In  this  experiment,  you  jeopardize, 
if  you  do  not  destroy,  as  is  probable,  upwards  of 
800,000  tons  of  tonnage  engaged  in  the  foreign 
trade,  and  which  produces  annually,  of  Datiooal 
wealth,  by  mere  labor,  about  (70,000.  A  consid- 
erable trade  is  carried  on  from  the  North  to  the 
West  Indies  in  lumber  and  the  various  products  ol 
the  soil,  which  is  supposed  to  be  worth  abon 
9150,000  per  annum^  and  a  trade  in  ice,  whici 
requires  no  capital,  bnngs  to  the  country  $100,000 
In  return  for  these,  the  various  products  ol  iii> 
West  Indies  are  imported  to  the  United  Stata 
The  proposed  duty  on  molasses,  fruits,  and  spihb 
must  utterly  destroy  this  trade  by  its  prohibiior 
action.  Woo  does  not  remember  that,  in  the  lu 
war,  when  treachery,  defeat,  and  disaster,  atteode 
our  first  efforts,  or  when  at  best  but  doubtful  sue 
cess  crowned  the  most  brilliant  achievements  < 
our  arms,  the  rapturous  enthusiasm  that  fillfl 
every  bosom  at  the  victories  achieved  by  our  nar 
The  gallant  spirits  who  covered  themselves  ax 
the  nation  with  glory;  exalted  us  in  our  owni 
timation  as  a  people;  made  every  roan,  when 
a  foreign  country,  lay  his  hand  on  his  breast,  ai 
proudly  say,  I  am  an  American  citizen,  wbe 
but  shortly  before,  he  concealed  himself  vrl 
shame ;  and  established  for  us  a  name  and  an  c 
vated  standing  among  the  nations  of  the  ear 
were  not  rear^  amidst  the  fumes  of  the  oil  a 
the  noise  of  the  machinery  of  a  roanufactc 
They  were  ^  children  of  the  deep,  and  nurselii 
of  the  storm ;"  their  home  was  from  infancy 
ocean,  and  ''their  path  the  mountain  wai 
There  they  had  learned  to  discharge  their  duv 
to  contemn  danger,  and  disregiird  death.  1 
school  for  our  navy,  for  which  there  can  be 
substitute  when  our  commerce  is  destroyed,  i 
tlemen  would  destroy,  and  erect  on  its  ruii 
thing,  as  yet  in  this  country,  unknown — ^ihe 
tried  system  of  forcing  into  existence  manu 
tures.  Commerce  is  the  handmaid  of  agricul 
and  manufactures,  and  bears  their  surplus  to  o 
countries  for  a  market.  Without  it,  do  na 
has  flourished,  from  the  time  of  Cartha^,  of 
nice,  iind  the  prosperous  periods  of  the  Spa 
nation,  down  to  that  of  England,  which  has 
cited  the  admiration,  and  called  Corth  the  eloq 
euloffium  of  the  Speaker  of  this  House.  Carti 
and  Venice,  it  is  true,  perished  in  consequent 
the  prosperity  they  attained  by  commerce ; 
from  the  causes  of  their  destruction  we  are  ha; 
free.  Carthage  was  but  a  speck  on  the  marg 
theMediterranean^nd  Venice  like  an  excresc 
from  the  ocean.  The  enemy  had  but  to  sti 
single  part  of  either,  and  the  whole  was  d< 
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The  rock  of  oar  strength  is  a  widely  extended 
eoontry,  aod  a  vast  preponderance  of  population, 
whose  pursuits  are  agriculture.  While  that  state 
of  things  exists,  we  are  secure  alike  against  do- 
mestic faction  and  foreign  invasion.  When  a 
Urge  proportion  of  our  population  shall  have  en- 
^^ed  io  commerce  and  manufactures,  and  espe- 
etilljr  in  manufactures,  the  stability  of  our  Gov- 
ernment will  be  diminished.  A  due  proportion  of 
a  well  regulated  commerce  brings  to  a  nation  the 
arts,  the  improvements,  and  the  science  of  every 
oatioo  with  which  it  has  intercourse.  This  com- 
merce, which  deserves  so  well  the  protecting  hand 
of  the  Government^  and  which  is  represented  by 
Mr.  Speaker  to  be  m  a  most  languishing  and  de- 
plorable situation  already*  ought  not  certainly  to 
receive  from  the  parental  handof  the  Grovernment 
this  decisive  and  fatal  blow  at  its  existence. 

The  main  spring  of  agriculture  and  industry,  is 
a  market,  in  which  we  can  exchange  our  surplus 
prodace,our  money,  or  our  manufactures,  for  those 
of  other  cooDtries.  If  the  maxim  of  Mr.  Speaker 
be  true,  that  if  they  buv  "  of  us  nothing,  we  can 
bsf  of  them  nothing,^'  it  must  be  equally  true. 
that,  if  we  buy  of  them  nothing,  they  can  buy  of 
es  nothing.  It  is  a  good  rule  that  works  both 
vajs.  The  object  of  this  bill  is,  so  far  as  possible, 
to  force  us  to  be  independent  of  other  nations,  and 
produce  the  manufacture  for  ourselves.  It  is  im- 
possible that  other  nations  can  pay  us  in  specie 
$47,000,000,  which  was  the  value  of  the  exports 
of  the  United  States  to  foreign  nations,  the  last 
jear,  and  which  must,  annually,  increase,  if  they 
vere  so  disposed.  They  have  been  enabled  to 
trade  with  us,  especially  England,  because  we 
noeired  her  manufactures  in  exchange  for  our 
taw  material;  and  when  we  destroy,  or  mutually 
Unish  that  exchange,  she  cannot,  nor  would  it 
)»  her  interest,  to  pursue  that  unprofitable  trade. 
She  will,  of  course,  seek  a  market  where  she  can 
trade  to  advantage.  That  she  will  find,  in  South 
America  and  elsewhere,  where  cotton,  the  raw 
material  which  she  most  wants,  is  raised  in  g^eat 
abondaoce,  and  where  her  manufactured  articles 
Ji\i  be  in  demand.  We  shall  thus,  by  our  policy, 
onii  the  means  of  diverting  from  ourselves  our 
|Bost  profitable  trade.  This  exchange  with  En^- 
>iod,  if  not  wholly  destroyed,  must  be  much  dt- 
ouBBhed,  by  the  operation  of  this  system.  She 
u  supposed,  in  the  last  season,  to  have  imported 
420,000  bales  of  cotton  ;  and  the  amount  returned 
jp  OS,  la  manufactured  articles,  after  deducting 
for  waste,  is  only  estimated  at  40,000  bales,  which 
^^«s  3SO,000  bales  to  be  consumed  elsewhere. 
Thiisie  was  able  to  purchase,  by  the  addition  of 
the  labor  to  that  portion  of  the  raw  material  re- 
lorned  to  us  manufactured ;  but  the  object  of  this 
nil  is  to  exclude  the  maoufactures,  and  with  that, 
consequently,  to  destroy  their  means  of  purchasing. 
If  the  home  market  were  a  substantial  substitute 
•«  this  loss,  we  should  have  no  reason  to  com- 
?WD ;  bat,  it  is  evident  it  cannot  be.  England 
WW  manufactures  380,000  bales  of  cotton  for  her 
owo  use,  aud  for  the  use  of  those  with  whom  she 
^fides,  exclusively  of  the  40,000  bales  returned  to 
•5  manufactured.    We  cannot,  then,  expect  a 


home  market  for  more  than  40,000  bales  out  of 
420,000,  as  we  have  no  market  for  any  more,  if 
manufactured,  as  we  cannot,  requiring  high  pro- 
tecting duties  at  home,  in  addition  to  the  present 
high  duties,  to  enable  us  to  compete  with  her  in 
our  own  market,  expect  to  vend  our  manufactures 
in  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  place  where  she 
trades.  This  all  tends  to  show  the  impolicy  of 
changing  a  system,  when  the  change  would  so 
seriously  aflfect  one  of  our  best  articles  of  exporta- 
tion. The  evil  effects  of  such  a  measure,  would 
not  be  confined  in  its  operation  to  that  portion  of 
the  country  immediately  affected  by  it ;  but,  as  the 
Sooth  is  dependent  on  the  North  and  West  for 
implements  of  husbandry,  and  all  the  means  of 
subsistence,  would  necessarily  destroy  the  market 
now  opened  to  them,  by  destroying  our  means  of 
purchasing  and  by  compelling  us  to  use  those 
means  which  Grod  and  nature  has  placed  within 
our  reach,  of  supplying  our  own  wants,  from 
our  own  lands.  The  idea  of  a  home  market,  for 
either  our  produce  or  manufactures,  to  any  consid- 
erable extent,  is  most  fallacious ;  it  has  no  foun- 
dation in  reason  or  tryth;  but  is  calculated  to 
delude  and  deceive  the  people.  This  terrapin 
policy  suits  no  nation  with  such  varieties  of  soil 
and  climate ;  such  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  such 
immense  resources,  as  the  American  people  possess. 
We  are,  said  Mr.  R.,  necessarily  an  agricultural 
people;  and  many  portions  of  our  country  must 
remain  so,  for  years  to  come.  This  proceeds  from 
the  nature  of  our  country,  which  differs  from  the 
densely  populated  portions  of  the  old  world,  in 
affording  to  industry  the  enjoyment  of  the  most 
fertile  lands,  at  reduced  prices ;  and  from  which 
a  great  abundance  is  produced,  with  but  little 
laU>r.  The  price  of  labor  is  governed  by  the  price 
for  which  the  inferior  soil  can  be  cultivated,  where 
they  are  compelled  to  cultivate  such  soil.  The 
American  farmer  can,  with  the  same  labor,  grow 
more  grain  than  the  farmer  of  any  other  nation. 
Hence,  he  can  better  afford  to  pay  from  20  to  50 

Set  cent,  on  gtx)ds  of  foreign  manufacture,  than 
eve  his  attention  directed  from  agriculture  to 
domestic  manulaciure.  This  state  of  things  will 
pass  away  when  our  population  becomes  too  dense 
to  be  supported  by  the  cultivation  ^f  the  best  soil, 
and  to  be  employed  in  commerce.  Whenever 
that  period  arrives,  we  are  then,  and  not  until 
then,  prepared  for  manufacturing. 

The  corn  laws  of  England,  which  prohibit  the 
importation  of  grain,  except  when  the  scarcity 
very  nearly  produces  famine,  had  their  origin  in 
the  protection  extended  to  the  manufactures  of 
silk  and  lace,  which  are  now  considered  unim- 
portant brancnes  of  their  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. The  agriculturist  demanded  of  his  Gov- 
ernment a  similar  protection  to  that  given  the 
manufacturer.  This  protection,  so  reasonable, 
when  the  system  was  commenced,  she  was  com- 
pelled to  give,  and  hence  the  corn  laws.  This 
whole  system  she  would  abandon  if  she  could,  or 
if  she  dare.  A  bad  system,  when  once  created  by 
Government,  cannot  be  readily  abandoned.  [Here 
Mr.  R.  read  from  Lowe's  new  statistical  work,  Ap- 
pendix, page  33,  a  passage,  to  show  the  correctness 
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of  his  statement,  as  to  the  origin  of  the  corn  laws, 
and  the  opinion  of  writers  on  political  econom/, 
as  to  their  injurious  effects.] 

What  would  be  the  effect  of  free  trade  on  Eng- 
land herself,  provided  her  ports  were  opened  to  the 
agricultural  products  of  other  nations,  and  espe- 
cially those  of  the  United  States  ?  She  would 
not  then  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  cultivating 
inferior  soil,  where  great  labor  receives  but  little 
reward,  and  keeps  up  the  price  of  bread ;  but  the 
price  of  bread  would  be  diminished,  and  with  the 
diminished  price  of  bread,  the  staff  of  life,  the  price 
of  labor  would  fall ;  and,  with  the  price  of  labor, 
the  price  of  manufactured  articles  dependent  on 
labor.  Her  manufactures,  reduced  in  price,  would 
enable  her  to  have  a  monopoly  of  the  market  of  the 
whole  world.  Their  policy  not  only  affects  them 
injuriously,  but  is  the  best  protection  which  could 
be  presented  to  our  manufactures,  bv  keeping  at  a 
high  price  the  necessaries  of  life,  labor,  and  the 
manufactures  which  she  would  be  enabled  to  sell 
much  lower  in  our  market,  by  pursuing  a  contrary 
policy.  Her  mabufaetures,  however,  she  must 
dispose  of,  or  her  people  perish ;  and,  in  order  to 
meet  competition  abroad,  when  a  season  of  scar- 
city arrives,  the  manufacturer  dare  not  raise  the 
price  of  wages,  because  that  would  raise  the  price 
of  manufactures,  and  destroy  the  sales  abroad — 
throws  on  society  a  numerous  class  of  weavers 
and  laborers,  clamorous  for  bread,  because  perish- 
ing with  famine.  This  is  the  most  fruitful  source 
of  pauperism  in  England,  and  which,  it  requires 
six  million  pounds  of  poor  tax  annuadly  to  alle- 
viate, without  regarding  the  immeq^  individual 
suffering,  the  vices  created  by  pinching  want,  the 
jMTosecutions  and  convictions,  the  infamy  or  execu- 
tictn  of  many  of  her  citizens,  who,  if  blessed  with 
the  distressing  abundance  which  surrounds  the 
people  of  this  country,  would  have  been  valuable 
members  of  society.  In  this  train  follows,  also, 
the  rebellions  that  aeitate  society,  and  which  k- 
goire  the  power  of  military  force  to  suppress. 
This  is  the  admirable  "American  policy,''  which 
Mr.  Speaker  wishes  ,to  adopt  in  this  country.  A 
time  must  come  when  our  country-will  be  subject- 
ed to  all  these  calamities;  but  I  hope  it  is  far  dis- 
tant, and  I  confess  I  am  unwilling  to  hasten  its 
approach.  We  must  be  contented  with  moderate 
profits,  .and  not  attempt  to  legislate  the  nation  into 
wealthy  either  by  issuing  bank  fmper,  or  forcing 
into  existence  establishments  which  would,  least 
of  all,  benefit  the  West,  now  most  clamoroas  for 
themi 

The  manufacturers  have  been  promised  the 
South  American  markets,  in  which  all  their  fab- 
rics can  be  vended.  It  is  truly  ridiculous  to  require 
something  at  home,  in  addition  to  the  protection 
of  a  duty  averaging  forty  or  fift^  per  cent,  and 
then  b^eve  you  can  go  into  a  foreign  market  and 
monopolize  it,  limited  as  that  market  must  be.  But 
I  have  showA  you  that,  if  your  system  be  adopted, 
you  will  have  driven  England  there  with  her 
manufactures,  with  whom  it  will  be  the  interest  of 
the  South  Americans  to  trade,  because  they  will 
receive  the  raw  material  wanted  by  the  English, 
in  exchange  for  their  maiiufacturaa.    You  can  re- 


ceive nothing  scarcdy  but  specie,  unless  yoa  im- 
port, to  the  ruin  of  your  own  agricolUirist,  the 
cotton  of  South  America. 

New  England  is  the  only  manufactoring  part 
of  this  country,  and  yet  her  people  do  not  dem&Dd 
this  tariff  at  your  hands.    She  has  the  capital,  the 
industry,  the  economy,  and  the  density  of  popu- 
lation, that  prepares  her  for  manufacturine.   nut 
for  the  emigratipn  of  her  people  to  the  West,  she 
would  now  have  advancea  much  further  m  that 
branch  of  industry.    The  manufacturers  know 
well  the  effect  of  the  competition  created  by  fotc- 
ing  capital  suddenly  to  anv  one  employmeot,  and 
generally  only  ask  you  to  let  them  alone.    Small 
establishments,  which  might  secretly  and  sileDtlf 
work  their  way  into  an  honorable  and  comfortable 
existence,  with  the  numerous  individuals  now  em- 
ployed in  manufacturing  by  hand,  would  all  be 
prostrated  by  your  policy,  by  the  large  manufac- 
turing estabiisnments,  with  immense  capital  and 
powerful  labor-salving  machinery.    From  yoat 
system,  the  nabobs,  who  are  represented  as  hostile 
to  it,  would  alone  derive  benefit.    The  Digest  of 
Manufactures,  prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
shows  that  many  of  the  manufactories  of  coarse 
cotton,  after  the  tariff  of  1816,  perished  by  comp^ 
tition.    They  do  not,  like  the  Kilkenny  cats,  de- 
vour each  other^  all  except  the  tails ;  but  one  great 
establishment  rises  on  the  ruins  of  all  the  sui* 
rounding  inferior  ones — ^gorged  and  bloated  with 
the  spoils,  and  smiling  at  the  desolation  created. 
The  prudent  manufacturer  also  fears  a  reaction, 
when  the  people  shall  have  felt  their  revenue  se- 
riously diminished,  and  shall  see  a  resort  to  exeise 
or  direct  taxes  necessary;  when  they  have  wit- 
nessed the  prostration  of  commerce,   and  shall 
know,  from  experience,  the  delusion  of  this  hom^ 
market.      Society,  like  a  mighty  collection  oi 
waters,  rests  peacefully,  if  undisturbed.     A  singly 
wave  cannot  be  raised  from  its  bosom,  and  suddeoi 
ly  sink  into  tranquillity ;  but  a  thousand  succe^ 
sive  waves  are  borne  impetuously  to  the  shor^ 
and  are  returned,  broken  and  murmuring  into  th^ 
mass  of  waters.    The  people  niay  not  be  sati$ 
fied  with  reducing  things  to  their  present  situatioo 

When  we  are  at  all  prepared,  sir,  said  Mr.  K^ 
to  manufacture,  the  present  duties  will  be  found  i 
sufficient  protection ;  and,  until  we  have  the  w 
quisite  industry,  economy,  and  capital,  and  a  po{i 
ulation  which  cannot  be  employed  in  agricultnr 
and  commerce,  we  vainly  and  imprudently  a! 
tempt  to  force  manufactures  into  existence,  xhi 
we  are  not  prepared,  is  demonstrated  by  the  pod 
tions  of  the  advocates  of  this  bill.  We  have  *^  ii 
finite  advantages  (says  Mr.  Speaker)  of  soil  an 
of  internal  navigation,"  dx.  If  we  caanot  maj 
ufadure  with  these  advantages,  and  with  Ui| 
protection  from  duties,  what  does  this  prove,  h\ 
that  we  are  not  ready  to  manufacture  ?  Wbj 
does  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufai 
tures  say,  as  to  our  natural  advantages  '?  *'  M 
have  ten  acres,"  says  he,  ''for  one  in  Europe,  I 
only  for  the  culture  of  hemp ;"  and  yet,  it  seeq 
we  cannot  manufacture  even  cotton  bagg^in 
without  a  protecting  duty  of  50  per  cent.  V 
have  territories  of  lead,  and  on  navigable  iratei 
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yet  it  cuDot  be  protected  by  a  doty  of  12^  pet 
tealj  the  present  daty ;  but  a  duty  ot25  per  cent. 
is  necessary,  and,  on  manufactured  lead,  higher 
io  proportioD.  We  have  a  climate  which  will 
proJace  wool  every  where,  and  a  duty  of  15  per 
ceoL  to  protect  it ; Jyet  we  cannot  have  it  produc- 
ed jo  thiscoontry.  We  have  iron  ore  in  great  abund- 
aoce,  fuel,  and  labor,  and  iron  is  now  protected 
by  a  duty  of  at  least  40  per  cent;  yet  the  makers 
of  iroQ  are  suffering  for  protection.  We  have 
gnia  in  abundance,  yes,  "  rotting  in  our  barnsand 
gruaries,''  and  a  auty  on  foreign  spirits  averag- 
log  200  per  cent. ;  yet,  this  is  not  a  sufficient  pro- 
tectioQ  to  domestic  industry.  When  you  add  to 
these  advantages  the  low  price  of  land^  the  abund- 
ance of  fuel,  convenience  of  navigation,  and  the 
ezemption  from  the  payment  of  freight,  duty,  in- 
surance, commissions,  dM%,  to  which  the  foreign 
jModueer  and  manufacturer  are  subjected,  and  find 
ve  caaoot  grow  or  manufacture,  is  it  not  evident 
that  the  cause  is  not  the  want  of  protection ;  but 
that  it  proceeds  from  causes  connected  with  the 
new  and  unsettled  state  of  the  country  1  As  men 
i^raoce  gradually  from  infancy  to  old  age,  so 
does  society.  No  people^  have  been  instantane- 
cQslya  commercial  or  a  manufacturing  people. 
The  natural  state  of  man  is  the  savage  state — 
the  next,  the  pastoral,  and  the  next  the  agricul- 
taral  Ac  the  settlement  of  our  country,  we  bad 
passed  the  first  8tages,.and  had  agricultural  habits, 
leceired  from  the  land  of  our  fathers ;  and  our 
commerce  and  manufactures  are  rising  into  exist- 
ence as  rapidly  as  they  ought  Whenever  agri- 
culture, in  any  country,  has  a  surplus  which  can- 
not be  consumed  by  the  producer,  commerce  rbes. 
U  a  coancry  has,  at  the  same  time,  a  surplus  pro* 
^tioo,  at  any  one  point,  which  cannot  be  ad- 
Taatageously  em|^oyed  in  agrii^ulture,  they  are 
i^eir  own  carriers ;  if  not,  other  nations  carry  for 
them.  When  (he  people  become  too  numerous  to 
hi  employment  ra  agriculture  and  commerce, 
they  necesaarily^seek employment  in  manufactures. 
But  a  small  portion  of  our  country,  and  that  cer- 
^nly  not  the  Wesit,  with  lis  millions  of  unseated 
laiid«,  has  ever  found  that  surplus  population 
vhicb  prepares  a  nation  to  manufacture.  .The 
toannfacturingage  of  any  nation  is  the  one  which 
precedesand  mingles  with  its  decline.  Not.  indeed, 
often aa  enviable  period  in  its  history:  because, 
as  the  markets  fluctuate,  as  affected  by  w«ir  or 
P^^Qi  the  destruction  of  crops,  it  brings  forth 
its  swanns  of  paupers  and  a  starving  tumultuous 
P^P^  imploring  Qovernment  to  relieve  them 
from  iaauAe,  and  are  ready  to  join  any  faction. 
In  ottr  eoontrf,  with  our  free  institutions  and  ex- 
tended right  of  suffrage,  the  influence  which  the 
jwoprietor  of  a  large  manufactory  must  have  over 
tW  dependent  on  him  for  bread,  would  be  se- 
Terdy  feft,  in  destroying  the  freedom  of  elections. 
The  command  over  a  man's  means  of  subsistence 
Bad  that  of  his  familr,  independently  of  that  ser- 
vile disposition  which  dependence  creates,  gives  a 
command  over  his  will  and  his  freedom.  The 
v&rish  condition  of  the  laborers  employed  in  man- 
^etories,  and  in  which  they  only  engaae  from 
ixeessity,  has  a  tendency,  also,  to  destroy  both  the 


spirit  of  patriotism  and  the  physical  ener^  on 
which  the  nation  might  rely,  from  her  militia,  in 
times  of  war.    It  is,  therefore,  calulated  to  impair 
our  means  of  national  defence  and  destroy  the  best 
feelings  of  patriotism.    I  know  the  correct  man- 
ner in  which  the  manufactories  now  established 
are  conducted,  and  the  attention  paid  to  the  pres- 
ervation of  morals.    But  these  establishments  are 
now  in  their  infancy,  and  have  a  character  to 
create.    The  time  must  come,  as  it  has  in  other 
countries  when  the  proprietors  will  be  more  anx- 
ious to  increase  their  wealth  than  preserve  the 
morals  ojf  their  laborers.    All  experience  shows 
that  the  contagion  of  example  and  the  effect  of  as- 
sociation, where  a  great  number  are  collected  to- 
gether, tends  to  contaminate  the  morals  of  the 
whole.    The  people  of  cities  hence,  are  less  virtu- 
ous than  the  people  dispersed,  in  their  habitations, 
through  the  country.    The  Speaker,  with  a  view 
io  another  point,  states  an  important  fact  in  rela- 
tion to  the  increase  of  our  population.  We  double 
our  population,  he  says,  in  about  twenty-five  years, 
while  scarcely  any  other  nation  has  the  same  re- 
sult in  less  than  a  century.  To  what  other  causes 
can  that  be  attributed  but  to  an  exemption  from 
a  precarious  support,  to  be  obtained  by  labor  in 
manufactories,  and  to  the  ease  with  which  lands 
can  be  procured  and  a  family  supported,  inviting 
to  early  marriages?    I  am  not  wiuing  to  destroy 
this  course  of  national  strength  and  wealth,  by 
forcinff  men  from  agriculture.    Who  has  not  wit- 
nesseo,  with  pleasure,  the  happy  effects  of  emigra- 
tion to  the  new  and  unseated  ports  of  our  coun- 
try ?    A  man,  with  his  wife  and  family  of  small 
children,  leaves  a  part  of  the  country  where  the 
hiffh  price  of  lands  prevent  him  either  from  being 
able  to  purchase  or  rent.    His  earthly  substance, 
with  the  children  unable  to  walk,  are  packed 
upoif  a  horse,  followed  by  himself  and  wife  and 
those  able  to  travel.    In  this  way  he  pursues  a 
journey  of  some  hundreds  if  not  thousands  of 
miles,  seats  himself  on  lands  that  soon  becomes 
bis  own ;  plenty  smiles  around  him,  and  he  dies 
with  the  pleasing  thought  that  his  children  are 
freemen,  and  not  slaves — the  lords  of  the  soil.  On 
a  people  of  such  enterprise,  thus  educated,  you  caQ 
depend,  in  the  da^  of  battle.    There  is  something 
in  the  freedom  of  the  country,  in  the  ownership  <h 
the  soil— -no  matter  whether  the  proprietor  be  seat- 
ed oh  the  fertile  plain,  or  his  habitation  be  perch- 
ed near  the  eaglets  nest  on  the  mountainside— 
which  inspires  a  feeling  of  independence  and  a 
love  of  country  that  nothing  produced  in  any 
other  situation  can  equal.  With  what  enthusiasm, 
in  the  last  war,  did  even  mothers  surrender  their 
darling  sons,  the  only  prop  of  declining  age,  for 
their  country's  defence;  and  with  what  Spartan 
heroism  did  they  offer  their  lives  on  the  northern 
and  north  western  frontier  and  on  the  plains  of  Or- 
leans?   While  this  proportion  of  this  kind  of 
population  greatly  exceeds  all  others^  our  national 
defence,  liberty,  and  independence,  are  secure. 
Not  so  when  the  manufacturing  class  preponder- 
ates.   We  are  then  verging  to  old  age  and  disso- 
lution.   I  would  not,  willingly,  drive  men  from 
those  pursuits  that  make  them  independent,  patri- 
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otic,  wealthf,  virtuous,  and  happy, to  those, which 
make  them  poor,  dependent,  servUe,  corrupt,  mis- 
erable slaves.  I  would  increase  the  number  of  the 
cultivators  of  the  soil ;  for  there,  should  ever  lib- 
erty desert  our  country,  will  her  last  vestiges  be 
found.  If  this  be  ^'  foreign  policy,"  I  do  not  blush 
to  be  its  advocate. 

This  brings  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  examine  the 
probable  effects  of  this  bill  on  the  revenue,  should 
It  pass  into  a  law.  Our  mode  of  collecting  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  country,  from  a  duty  on 
imports,  and  which  is  collected  with  little  expense, 
and  scarcely  felt  by  the  people,  is  peculiar  to  this 
country.  It  must  fail  whenever  it  becomes  our 
interest  to  manufacture,  instead  of  directing  nearly 
our  whole  force  to  agriculture,  finding  it  more 
advantageous  to  pay  a  duty  averaging  40  or  50 
per  cent,  on  foreign  manufactures,  than  to  manu- 
facture for  ourselves.  For,  it  is  evident,  when  our 
state,  as ^  that  of  England  does  her,  enables  us  to 
manufacture,  the  distance  and  expenses  attending 
importation  will  not  only  protect  our  own  manu- 
factures, but  prohibit  importation.  If  this  state 
of  things  be  permitted  to  arrive  gradually,  we  be- 
come better  able  to  bear  excise  and  direct  taxes, 
and  may  gradually  impose  them  to  meet  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue.  If  brought  upon  us,  at 
this  time,  we  are  wholly  unprepared  to  meet  them, 
and  I  am  cerlaia  would  not  bear  them.  That  the 
design  of  this  bill  is  to  diminish  importation,  and 
to  act  as  a  prohibition,  we  have  (rota  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  who  reported  it  to  the 
House.  He  says  we  import,  annually,  upwards 
of  91^000.000  of  foreign  articles,  which  we  can 
have  as  well,  and  better,  in  our  own  country,  and 
which,  I  presume,  it  is  intended  to  prohioit,  as 
quickly  as  possible.  If  this  bill  will  not  answer 
the  purpose,  I  have  no  doubt  he  would  consent 
-to  report  one  which  would.  But,  sir,  no  declara- 
tion of  intention  was  necessary.  No  man  can 
examine  this  bill  without  feeling  that,  regardless 
of  the  desiffn,  the  effect  would  be  to  prohibit,  or 
nearly  so,  the  importation  of  goods,  the  duties  on 
whicn,  from  a  statement  laid  on  our  tables,  amount 
to  upwards  of  seven  millions  of  dollars.  But,  ad* 
mit  It  should  not  go  the  whole  extent  of  prohibi- 
tion to  that  amount,  even  a  considerable  portion 
could  not  be  borne,  and  the  Government  sup- 
ported, without  resort  to  internal  taxes.  The 
mode  of  laying  the  duty  on  coarse  cottons  and 
woollens,  is  extremely  exceptionable,  because  cal- 
culated to  deceive.  If  the  intention  of  the  com- 
,  mittee  was  to  place  a  duty  of  from  93^  to  117  jper 
cent,  'immediately,  and  from  104  to  130,  after 
June,  1825,  on  coarse  woollens  called  plains,  and 
a  duty  of  from  78  to  111  per  cent,  on  printed 
calicoes,  why  not  say  so,  in  direct  terms,  and  not 
make  a  duty  nominally  only  25  per  cent,  by  fixing 
the  price  of  a  yard  at  one-third  more  than  it  cost, 
make  duty  much  higher  than  it  appears.  The 
duty  on  coarse  cottons,  by  the  tariff  of  1816,  was 
nominally  25  per  cent.,  but  every  yard  was  esti- 
mated to  have  cost  25  cents,  a  price  more  than 
three  times  its  real  cost,  at  the  place  of  manufaC' 
ture,  and  which  made  the  duty  really  more  than 
80  per  cent.    Here  let  me  remark,  that,  if  the  duty 


of  1816  on  coarse  cottons,  operated  as  t  prohibi- 
tion, as  it  really  did,  the  duty  I  have  mentiooed 
on  coarse  calicoes  and  plains  ought  to  have,  and 
would  have,  the  same  effect.    The  proposed  dutf 
on  cotton  shirting  is  from  49  to  70  per  cent.;  on  cot- 
ton checks  it  is  from  67^  to  70  per  cent.;  on  brown 
Holland,  72  per  cent;  on  osnaburgs  and  cotton 
bagging,  about  50  per  cent;  and  on  paper,  iboot 
66  per  cent    The  articles  are  selected  to  show 
the  general  character  of  the  bill,  and  to  JQstiffmf 
remark,  which  I  have  made,  that  it  is,  in  its  na- 
ture, prohibitory.    These  calculations  I  have  not 
made,  but  they  are  made  by  those  much  better 
acquainted  with  such  things,  and  who,  I  presome, 
would  not  hazard  their  reputations  by  false  state 
ments.    They  are  principally  found  in  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York. 
These  duties,  if  they  operate  to  raise  the  prices,  as 
they  must,  fall  most  heavily  on  a  class  of  people 
the  least  able  to  bear  such  burdens,  the  poor  and 
laboring  class.    A  duty  on  fine  cloths  could  either 
be  paid  by  the  rich,  or  would  leave  them  the  al- 
ternative of  wearing  something  of 'an  inferior 
quality ;  but  the  poor  have  no  alternatire  but  to 
buy  at  the  prices  for  whiph  they  are  offered,  or  do 
without  them.    The  experience  of  the  lastwu 
also  shows,  that  when  prices  are  unusually  high, 
that  portion  of  the  community  which  can  do  so, 
resort  to  family  manufactures,  and  that  the  use  of 
all  others  is  much  diminished.    These  high  duties, 
then,  if  attended  with  any  thing  like  a  correspond- 
ing high  price  of  the  domestic  manufactare,  in- 
stead of  givirtg  protection  to  domestic  manufac- 
tures, would  diminish  the  consumption,  and  force 
all  who  could  to  supply  thehr  wants  by  familj 
manufactures.    This  was  seen  in  the  last  war. 

The  effect  of  high  duties,  in  producing  smug- 
gling, with  all  its  concomitant  evils,  I  nerer  can 
view  without  horror.  For  smuggling,  no  coun- 
try— not  even  England — is  'so  well  adapted  as  the 
United  States.  An  immense  seacoast,  studded 
with  islands,  and  extending  from  Passamaquoddj 
to  the  Sabine,  and  a  large  portion  of  that  bat 
thinly  populated ;  by  land,  bounded  on  the  East, 
the  North,  the  Northwest,  and  the  West,  by 
the  territories  of  other  Governments,  a  portion 
of  which  has  a  chain  of  lakes  united  by  rivers, 
to  which  there  are  thousands  of  inlets,  affording 
facilities  to  smuggling.  Hitherto  the  feelings  ol 
our  people  have  been  on  the  side  of  the  Goveru* 
ment,  because  the  duties  have  been  moderate 
and,  although  we  have  the  most  virtuous  peoph 
on  earth,  the  experience  of  the  restrictive  meas 
ures  preceding  the  last  war,  and  the  war  itself 
show  that  they  can  be  corrupted.  All  men  ar 
liable  to  be  Operated  on  by  their  avarice  or  thei 
necessities.  A  part  of  one  of  the  best  prayers  eve 
uttered,  is  '^Lead  us  not  into  temptation."  I^ 
not  corrupt  your  people,  by  makinff  it  their  intei 
est  to  be  corrupt,  or  oecaiise  the  demand  for  q< 
cessary  clothing,  which  they  cannot  otherwis 
obtain,  requires  them  to  be  corrupt  When  yo 
do,  you  will  find  Dirk  Hateraicks  on  your  coast,  an 
a  people  ready  to  deal  With  and  protect  him  i 
his  illicit  trade.  Some  gentlemen  here  know  tbi 
the  famous  LaJUi$  supptted  one  part  of  the  com 
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try  with  goods,  through  Barataria,  during  the 
restrictive  measures  aod  the  last  war,  and  Dublici? 
walited  the  streets  of  New  Orleans,  in  denance  of 

5 our  public  officers,  and  in  contempt  of  your  laws. 
*o  prereot  this,  you  must  increase  the  number  of 
rereoae  officers,  now  under  your  moderate  duties 
almost  uDQecessary,  except  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  coliectioff  them. 

Bat, sir,  the  gentlemen  have  found  a  remedy  for 
ihe  deficiency  anticipated  by  themselves,  by  the 
prohibitory  nature  of  this  tarifi^  in  the  increase  of 
dutfon  other  articles.  What  are  those  articles? 
Molasses,  spirits,  fruits^  and  silks,  I  presume — the 
proposed  duties  on  which  must  diminish  the  con- 
samptioQ,  if  not  wholly  prohibit  the  importation. 
If  it  were  true  that  an  increase  of  duty  increased 
the  rerenoe,  it  would  be  easy  to  collect  the  reve- 
Doe  from  a  few  articles.  Experience  shows  things 
will  bear  a  reasonable  duty,  and  no  more.  Go 
beyoDd  that,  and  they  are  smuggled,  they  are  adul- 
terated, the  consumption  is  diminished,  or  they 
are  prohibited.  The  maxim  of  Dean  Swift  is 
true,  when  understood,  that,  in  the  science  of  po- 
litical arithmetic,  two  and  two  do  not  always 
make  four.  Reducing  the  duty  often  increases  the 
rerenae,  and  an  increase  of  the  duty  often  dimin- 
ishes the  revenue,  and  the  revenue  does  not  always 
ioctease  in  the  proportion  the  duty  is  increased. 
These  positions  I  propose  to  illustrate  by  a  few 
of  the  Domerous  examples  drawn  from  the  expe- 
rience of  England,  France,  and  the  United  States. 
Prerioosiy  to  1784,  the  duty  on  tea,  in  England, 
was foar  shillings  a  pound,  and  produced  £180,000; 
aod  when  reduced,  in  1745,  to  one  shilling  per 
poood,  produced,  in  1746,  £243,309  in  revenue. 
h  1746,  the  duty  on  tea  was  again  increased,  ^nd 
flQctoated  between  64  and  119  per  cent.,  until 
yiU,  with  but  little  increase  of  revenue :  but  the 
adolteration,  by  the  use  of  sloe  and  ash  leaves, 
Vis  practised  to  an  astonishing  extent.  In  the 
Tear  1784,  the  duty  was  reduced  to  12^  per  cent., 
sad  in  the  two  next  years  the  consumption  was 
&«6ied,aDd  in  1819 100  per  cent.  In  1742,  the  high 
Katies  on  spirits  ceased,  in  consequence  of  which 
jhe  revenue  was  increased,  and  morals  improved. 
I^  itbe  remarked,  that  foreign  spirits  is  one  of 
^  items  in  this  bill,  and  which  now  pays  a  duty 
of  200  per  cent,  on  the  average,  and  the  duty  on 
which  It  is  proposed  again  to  increase— a  dutv 
vhiek  is  in  its  nature  prohibitory,  and  from  which 
^«aow  derive  a  revenue  of  upwards  of  $2,000,000. 
^D  1787,  Mr.  Pitt  reduced  the  duty  on  wine  50 
P^  cent,  by  which  the  revenue  w:as  increased. 
Thedaty  on  coffee  was  increased  in  1805  one- 
Iflifd,  Ifif  which  the  revenue  was  diminished  one- 
fi^th,  and  in  1806,  one-sixteenth.  It  was  again, 
^  iS06,  reduced  from  two  shillings  to  seven 
pence  per  cwL;  and  the  revenue,  which,  for  three 
years  preceding  the  reduction,  had  averaged  only 
fI66,000,  increased  to  £195,000.  In  1800,  the 
JDtj  on  glass  was  doubled,  but  there  was  no  in- 
«»sc  of  the  revenue.  In  1813,  the  duty  on  lea- 
uwr  was donhled, which  might  have  been  expected 
fo  double  the  revenue  derived  from  that  source ; 
^i,  although  it  had  previously  produced  £394,000, 
u  ooly  produced  half  a  miUioa.  The  duty  on 
18th  Cox.  1st  Sb88«-.M 


wine,  subsequently  to  the  time  I  have  before  men- 
tioned^ was  increased;  and,  in  consequence  of 
that  increase,  the  revenue  was  diminished  one- 
fourth.  A  similar  instance  has  been  cited,  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  in  relation  to  the  reve- 
nue of  the  United  States,  of  an  increase  of  reve- 
nue on  wines,  corresponding  with  the  diminished 
duty.  In  France,  in  1775,  Mr.  Turgot  is  said  to 
have  reduced  the  duty,  dbc,  on  fish,  in  the  Paris 
market ;  but  the  revenue  was  not  thereby  in  the 
least  diminished.  From  the  high  duties  proposed 
on  the  articles  from  which  it  is  expected  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue  is  to  be  supplied,  it  appears 
to  me,  if  experience  teaches  any  thing,  the  exam- 
ples I  have  cited  teach  us  to  hope  for  nothing  like 
an  increase  of  revenue.  Although  Mr.  Speaker 
is  prepared  to  recommend  an  excise,  I  confess  I 
feel  some  horror  at  the  name  of  an  exciseman } 
and  nothing  but  a  full  conviction  that  nothing  else 
would  support  the  honor,  the  welfare,  and  safety, 
of  my  country,  would  induce  me  to  send  this  odi- 
ous class  of  public  officers  among  the  people. 

I  have  incidentally  shown  the  corrupting  influ- 
ence of  this  policy  on  the  morals  of  the  country, 
by  enlisting  the  feelings  of  the  people  against  the 
(Government,  and  in  favor  of  the  smuggler,  and 
by  collecting  people  together  in  numbers;  and  on 
the  liberty  of  the  country,  by  its  influence  on  the 
freedom  of  elections,  and  the  means  of  defence  bf 
land  and  sea. 

It  now  beconHes  my  duty,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  ex- 
amine some  of  the  reasons  which  are  supposed  to 
demand  this  extraordinary  interposition  of  the 
Qovernment  to  rescue  a  large  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple, if  not  the  nation,  from  degradation  and  ruin. 
The  balance  of  trade  with  other  nations,  it  is  said, 
is  against  us,  as  appears  from  the  Treasury  re- 
ports, and  books  ot  the  custom-houses.  Indeed, 
the  balance  of  trade  has  in  this  way  appeared 
affainst  us  constantly,  from  the  origin  of  our 
^vernment,  and  foreign  nations  conimue  to  deal 
with  us,  and  we  are  not  ruined.  The  very  sug- 
gestion is  so  ridiculous,  that  had  it  been  confined 
to  the  Philadelphia  mint  of  pamphlets  on  the  tariff, 
where,  I  believe,  it  originated.  I  should  not  have 
deemed  it  worthy  of  notice ;  but,  as  it  has  been 
echoed  and  re-echoed  within  these  walls,  I  pro- 
pose to  give  it  some  examination.  Suppose  an 
American  merchant  exports  from  one  of  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  a  cargo  estimated  at  the  cus- 
tom-house at  $5,000,  which  he  carries  to  the  West 
Indies,  and,  in  exchange,  obtains  the  produce  of 
that  country,  worth  $10,000,  and  which,  instead 
of  bringing  immediately  home,  he  disposes  of  in 
some  port  of  Europe  for  a  cargo  of  merchandise 
valued  at  $20,000,  which  he  imports  to  the  very 
place  which  be  had  previously  left  with  a  cargo 
valued  at  $5,000.  In  this  instance  the  balance  of 
trade  appears  to  be  against  us,  as  we  have  im- 
ported $15,000  more  than  we  have  exported ;  yet, 
$15,000  are  gained  to  the  nation.  Suppose,  again, 
the  merchant  exports  a  cargo  Talued  at  $10,000 
where  exported,  and  which,  at  the  port  of  desti- 
nation, he  is  compelled  to  sell  for  $5,000,  with 
which  he  returns  to  the  United  States ;  here,  it 
would  appear,  we  are  doing  an  excellent  busineaa. 
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because  a  balance  of  85,000  more  is  exported  than 
imported,  as  appears  on  the  books  of  tbe  custom- 
house ;  yet  the  nation  has  lost  95,000.  The  fal- 
lacy of  this  thing  is,  that,  when  our  trade  is  pros- 
perous, the  balance  is  always  apparently  against 
us,  but  when  our  trade  is  most  disastrous,  the  bal- 
ance appears  in  our  fafor,  in  the  way  I  have  men- 
tioned. To  this  you  must  add  manr  cases  where 
nothing  is  exported  of  any  value,  ana  where  things 
of  value  are  imported,  the  products  of  mere  labor. 
Two  or  three  cases  of  that  kind  may  be  men- 
tioned. We  have  upwards  of  800,000  tons  of  ton- 
nage engaged  in  foreign  trade  and  which  brings 
to  those  enga{;ed  in  it  about  $70,000  per  annum, 
which  is  acquired  by  mere  industry,  is  imported  in 
the  produce  or  manufactures  of  other  countries, 
and  appears,  on  the  books  of  the  custom-house, 
that  amount  against  us,  in  ^  the  balance  of  trade." 
A  quantity  of  ice  is  annually  carried  from  the 
North  to  the  West  India  Islands,  which  brings  to 
the  United  States,  in  the  produce  of  those  islands, 
about  9100,000,  and  in  that  case,  also,  as  nothing 
is  exported  that  can  be  valued  at  the  custom-houtfe, 
a  balance  of  trade  of  $100,000  appears  against  us. 
A  most  profitable  trade  to  the  Pacific  presents  also 
a  larffe  item  in  that  balance  of  trade.  A  fishing 
vessel  leaves  New  England  and  proceeds  to  the 
South  Sea,  where,  by  fishing  or  trade  in  furs,  she 
is  enabled  to  make  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies  or 
China,  and  returns  with  a  cargo  valued  at  QlOO,- 
000,  when  her  export  was  nothing;  and,  this, 
again,  swells  the  apparently  unfavorable  balance 
of  trade. 

It  is  said,  sir,  and  triumphantly  said,  ^  Shall  we 
purchase  more  than  we  sell,  and  purchase  to  a  dis- 
advantage ?"  The  meaning  01  this  is,  Are  we 
fools,  and  our  creditors  worse  fools  ?  When  an 
individual  purchases  more  than  he  can  pay  for, 
from  a  merchant,  his  credit  soon  ceases.  English- 
men know  too  well  their  own  interest  to  continne 
such  a  ruinous  business,  even  if  we  were  disposed 
to  encourage  it. 

It  is  asked,  shall  we  encourage  foreign  work- 
men? I  answer,  yes;  if  to  our  mutual  advant* 
age ;  and  for  the  same  reason  that  a  man  employs 
a  neighboring  mechanic  to  make  his  boots  and 
shoes,  instead  of  makinff  them  himself  or  having 
them  made  in  his  own  family. 

"  Our  country  is  said  to  be  perpetnally  draining 
of  specie."  And  what  is  specie  but  a  mere  com- 
modity, which  we  exchange  for  something  we 
want  more  ?  Recent  accounts  say  that  from  the 
abundance  of  specie  in  England,  the  exportation 
of  it  to  this  country  has  commenced.  Water  ac- 
cumulated at  any  certain  point  soon  finds  its  level, 
so  silver  seeks  the  place  of  demand,  for  it  passes  in 
and  out  of  a  country  by  a  thousand  secret  chan- 
nels. From  the  estimates  on  this  subject,  we 
have  been  drained,  since  the  commencement  of 
this  Government,  of  more  specie  than  we  ever 
had. 

*'  We  must  be  independent  of  foreign  nations." 
What  Qod  has  decreed,  man  vainly  attempts  to 
counteract.  The  dependence  of  nations  ana  parts 
of  a  nation  on  each  other  are  marked  in  the  va- 
rieties of  soil  and  of  climate,  and  in  the  dispensar 


tioos  of  Providence.  Why  does  not  the  acil  and 
climate  of  the  North  bear  the  products  of  the  Sooth, 
or  the  South  yield  the  products  of  the  North?  Wbf 
is  the  crop  in  one  countrv  parched  by  drought  or 
blighted  by  mildew,  while  that  of  another  yields 
an  abundant  harvest  ?  These  all  teach  men  tod 
nations  that  they  are  and  must  be  dependent  on 
each  other,  and  on  Him  who  formed  the  earth  and 
directs  the  seasons,  and  who  rules  the  afiairs  of 
men  and  of  nations.  The  wealthiest  aod  most 
powerful  man  is  made  dependent  sometimes  on 
the  humblest  person- in  society.  This  dependence 
pervades  creation,  is  found  among  beings  ratiooai 
and  irrational ;  things  animate  and  inanimate. 

Some  have  alleg^,  or  at  least  intimated,  that 
England  has  sent  goods  here  to  destroy  our  infant 
manufactures.  Who  can  believe  such  a  strange 
suggestion  1  What  nation  could  afibrd  to  do  it, 
if  willing  ?  At  the  time  when  England  is  sop- 
posed  to  have  made  this  attempt  at  the  destroc- 
tion  of  our  manufactures,  her  people,  like  ours, 
suffered  from  the  sudden  transition  from  war  (o 
peace,  and  her  manufactures  were  sacrificed  in 
our  markets,  while  her  commerce  and  her  agri- 
culture suffered  at  home.  The  war  found  empjoy- 
ment  for  a  large  portion  of  her  people,  not  only  in 
the  armies,  but  in  the  formation  of  time  manafac- 
tores  necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  army.  Peace 
not  only  diverted  the  whole  force  previously  em- 
ployed for  the  army  to  manufacture  for  ezporta- 
I  tion,  but  also  found  in  possession  of  the  maooiac- 
turer  a  stock  on  hand  which  the  war  had  prevented 
him  from  exporting  and  vendiOff.  Our  merchants 
rushed  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  country  by  im- 

Krtation.  Hence,  a  scene  of  universal  distress, 
th  in  England  and  America,  followed  the  tran- 
sition from  war  to  peace,  involving  all  classes  in 
the  common  misery,  and  the  goods  which  the  mer- 
chant or  manufacturer  were  compelled  to  sacrifice 
at  this  period,'  are  doubtless  those  which  gentle- 
men have  fancied  imported  for  the  destruction  of 
our  infant  manufacturers.  All  classes  of  men  and 
of  industry  feel  the  loss  of  the  market  war  creates, 
and  time  alone  restores  the  equilibriam.  Time 
has  done  the  work  which  it  would  be  madness  to 
destroy. 

The  examples  of  England,  France,  and  Spain, 
have  been  mentioned  to  show  the  effects  of^  this 
admirable  policy  recommended  for  our  adoption. 
From  the  description,  one  would  suppose  that  all 
the  information  we  have  heretofore  received  from 
every  source,  as  to  the  situation  of  the  people  of 
England,  was  false,  and  that  she  had  scarcely  a 
beggar  or  a  pauper  in  her  dominions ;  that  her 
agriculture,  her  commerce,  and  her  manufactures, 
were  in  a  most  flourishing  condition ;  while  we 
are  actually  a  starving,  depressed,  miserable  peo- 
ple, whose  commerce  languishes,  whose  aerieol^ 
ture  is  depressed,  and  who  implore  the  aid  of  Gor-| 
ernment  to  save  them  from  utter  ruin.  We  loold 
in  vain  in  this  countrjr  for  the  original  of  such  s 
picture,  and  a  search  in  En^nd  for  that  unex- 
ampled prosperity  depicted  in  such  glowing  colon 
would  be  equally  fruitless.  England  compared 
with  some  other  nations  of  Europe  is  compart' 
tivelj  proqveroufi  as  a  nation;  while  a  large  por* 
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tioQ  of  her  people  are  without  righta  and  privi- 
leges, a  poor,  wretched,  starred,  miserable  popn 
latioo.  Does  eren  the  eomparatire  happiness  sh^ 
enjoys  proceed  from  protection  to  her  industry  ^ 
No,  »r;  her  natural  advantages  have  caused  he' 
to  triomph  over  a  mistaken  policy  which  sh^ 
vouid  Qow  abandon,  if  she  dare,  or  if  she  could 
withoQt  the  destruction  of  interests  and  institu^ 
tioDs  which  her  own  laws  have  created,  and  which 
itwoald  be  unjust  and  impolitic  at  once  to  destroy. 
Opening  her  ports  to  the  produce  of  other  coun- 
tries, and  especially  that  of  the  United  States, 
vhere,from  the  low  price  and  good  quality  of  the 
hods,  ire  produce  much  with  little  labor,  would 
at  once  force  the  ag[ricuUurists  of  that  country, 
sow  caltiyating  inferior  soil,  to  abandon  it,  from 
in  inability  to  raise  any  thing  at  prices  which 
would  eaable  them  to  compete  with  us  in  the 
market.  It  would  make  her  what  she  is  destined 
to  be  from  her  situation,  the  density  of  her  popu* 
htioo,and  natural  advantages — a  manufacturing 
nation;  bat  most,  at  the  same  time,  prostrate  her 
igricnltare.  Such  a  sudden  change  would  be- 
^gerous  and  unwise.  But  one  period  perhaps 
bas  arrired  within  any  recent  time,  and  that  a 
00^  calamitous  one  for  agriculture,  when  she 
OHild  with  safety  have  repealed  her  corn  laws, 
ttd  that  was  when  the  unusual  abundance  of 
erops  in  the  year  1816,  reduced  the  price  of  corn 
nearly  to  that  for  which  it  could  be  imported.  I 
&are  already  shown  that  the  best  protection  for 
oar  maDufactnres  proceeds  from  her  corn  laws, 
ud  that  the  very  best  protection  she  could  give 
to  her  maooractures  would  be  to  open  her  ports  to 
the  productions  of  other  countries,  by  which  the 
pneeof  bread,  of  labor,  and  of  her  manufactures, 
voold  be  reduced.  Is  it  true  that  her  manufac- 
tom  have  flourished  from  the  protection  extended 
to  them  by  Qovemment  ?  Such  is  not  the  opin- 
io of  Mr.  Lowe.  [Here  Mr.  R.  read,  from  page 
IS6  of  Mr.  Lowe's  worir,  a  passage  to  show  that, 
of  the  whole  manofacturing  productions  of  Eng- 
wd^  consumed  at  home  and  abroad,  estimated  at 
il^,00O,€0O;  the  cotton,  woollens,  and  hardware, 
^ieh  is  the  most  profitable  portion  of  them,  and 
'hich  received  no  protection  from  the  Govern- 
B«t,byduty,  amounted  to  JE80,000,000 ;  while 
tbe  chief  protection  had  been  extended  to  the 
^«beture  of  silks  and  laces,  admitted  to  be  un- 
I»«UWe.]  England  owes  her  prosperity  to  her 
*^*''*^  which  makes  her  a  commerOial  nation ; 
^  X™*®^  extent  of  her  territory,  which  denies 
^Dpwyment  to  her  people  in  agriculture ;  to  her 
Jpiea  of  Gbvernment,  which  is  comparatively 
««;  ttd  to  religious  toleration.  The  persecu- 
twas  of  the  Hogoenots  on  the  Continent,  also, 
^n^t  her  the  most  learned  and  skilful  men  in 
Koropc,wiiha  knowledge  of  manufactures,  which 
8»^e  the  first  impetus  to  that  branch  of  her  indus- 
^,  aiid,  in  proportion,  depressed  those  of  the 
coontnes  from  which  they  were  banished. 

France,  admitted  by  Mr.  Speaker  to  be  the  next 
^09^  proiperoas  natwn  of  Europe,  could  not  be 
ttpeeted,  when  deprived  of  the  advantages  of 
^a»«»  posMised  by  England,  to  equal  Tier  in 
^«*«  wu>g8  dependent  on  situation.    In  addition 


to  this,  France  has  long  been  the  scene  of  the 


progress  in  those  things 
most  in  times  of  peace  was  necessarily  retarded. 
But  her  people  are  comparatively  happ^,  and  are 
less  burdened  with  taxes  on  the  necessaries  of  life 
than  the  British  subjects. 
The  example  of  Spain  is  most  unfortunate  for 

gentlemen  who  advocate  this  system  of  protection. 
Ipain,  among  the  most  desraaed,  the  most  feeble, 
and  the  least  prosperous  of  European  nations,  is, 
say  the  political  writers,  ''  a  Government  of  im- 
ports, prohibitions,  duties,  and  monopolies."  The 
wealth  of  her  foreign  possessions,  no  doubt,  con- 
tributed to  hurl  her  from  that  eminence  she  once 
proudly  occupied  among  the  nations ;  but,  as  in- 
dustry flourisnes  best  wnen  left  free  to  pursue  its 
own  course,  and  seek  its  place  of  profitable  em- 
ployment, it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  restric- 
tion and  prohibition  contributed  largely  to  crush 
and  depress  it. 

Another  evidence  of  a  most  deplorable  state  of 
things  in  this  country  is  derived  from  a  calcula- 
tion that  onr  exports  do  not  increase  in  the  ra- 
tio of  our  population,  or,  if  they  increase,  are  re- 
duced in  price.  There  is  some  satisfaction,  even 
if  this  indicates  a  want  of  prosperity,  which  I  am 
not  willing  to  admit,  that  our  population  doubles 
under  all  those  unfavorable  circumstances  attend- 
ing our  unhappy  condition,  in  about  twenty-five 
years  and  that  of  almost  every  other  nation  dou- 
bles in  about  a  century.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
that  a  state  of  freedom  and  of  plenty  alone  are 
favorable  to  a  rapid  increase  of  population.  Is  it 
not,  let  me  ask,  sir,  reasonable  to  expect,  when 
the  peace  of  1814,  almost  as  universal  as  the  war 
which  preceded  it,  had  turned  millions  from' the 
destruction  of  their  own  species  to  the  peaceful 
pursuits  of  industry,  that  the  abundance  in  Eu- 
rope created  thereby  should  diminish  their  impor- 
tations, and  the  price,  especially  of  the  products 
of  agriculture  ? 

Mr.  Speaker  says,  if  we  had  war  on  the  conti-* 
nent  of  Europe  we  should  have  a  market  for  our 
produce.  So  we  should,  because  the  employments^ 
of  war,  not  of  the  soldier  merely,  as  he  consti- 
tutes but  a  small  part  of  those  to  whom  employ- 
ment is  given  by  war,  would  divert  the  attention 
of  great  numbers  from  the  production  of  necessa- 
ries. It  produces  an  unnatural  excitement,  and 
fives  a  factitious  value  to  every  thing.  And 
ence  the  returb  of  peace,  which  ought  to  bring* 
nothing  but  blessings,  brings  in  its  train  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  price  of  every  thing,  and  bankruptcy 
and  ruin  on  all  classes.  It  is  tne  most  depressed 
and  dangerous  crisis  in  the  existence  of  a  nation, 
as  we  are  too  apt  to  apply  legislative  remedy  for 
what  time  alone  can  heal.  Another  cause  why 
our  exports  should  be  diminished  in  price^  if  the 
want  of  a  demand  abroad  were  not  sufficient,  is, 
that,  from  the  vast  quantity  of  public  lands  witnin 
our  limits,  and  the  preference  men  have  for  breath- 
ing the  free  air  of  the  country,  the  ratio  of  our 
population  engaged  in  agriculture  increases  more 
rapidly  than  that  of  those  engaged  in  other  pur- 
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suitA^  aod  with  that  increase  the  agricultural  pro- 
ductions also  increase,  and  with  that  is  the  dimi- 
nution of  price.  Hence,  as  Mr.  Speaker  justly 
observes,  tne  price  of  the  produce  of  every  section 
of  the  country  is  falling,  and  must  continue  to 
fall;  and  commerce  also  feels  the  same  effects. 
From  this  languishing  and  suffering,  Mr.  Speaker 
would  most  graciously  relieve  us  by  his  policy,  as 
the  aged,  deformed,  and  sick,  of  some  countries, 
are  relieved,  by  giving  a  finishing  blow  to  their 
existence.  The  only  remedy  that  can  be  safely 
applied  to  such  an  evil  is  to  live  on  our  abundance, 
and  bring  our  expenditures  down  to  the  means  we 
possess. 

The  effect  of  tbls  system  which  is  designed  to 
tax  the  sugar,  the  cotton,  and  tobacco  planter,  and 
the  grower  of  rice  in  the  South,  for  the  benefit  of 
other  sections  of  the  country  supposed  to  be  less 
prosperous,  would,  as  I  have  shown,  destroy  our 
martet ;  because,  if  we  do  not  import  we  cannot 
expect  to  export ;  or,  as  Mr.  Speaker  would  have 
it,  "  if  we  export  we  will  import ;"  or  if  we  buy 
nothing  of  them,  (other  nations,)  they  can  buy 
nothing  of  us ;  or,  as  Mr.  Speaker  would  have  it, 
'Vif  they  buy  nothing  of  us,  we  can  buy  nothing 
of  them."  &ut  all  parts  would  feel  this  wound, 
as  the  cautery  applied  to  one  part  of  the  body  af- 
fects the  whole  system.  The  North  would  feel  it 
in  her  navigating  interest,  now  employed  in  car- 
rying those  raw  materials  to  other  nations,  and 
returning  with  their  manufactures,  and  in  the  de- 
struction of  our  market  for  her  produce  and  her 
manufactures  used  in  agriculture.  I  have  already 
shown  that  it  must  cripple,  if  not  prostrate,  her 
commerce,  her  ship-building,  and  her  trade  with 
the  West  Indies. 

With  the  West,  it  appears  to  me  like  a  rebel- 
lion of  the  members  against  the  body.  It  is  true 
we  export,  but  the  amount  received  from  those 
exports  is  only  apparently  larger  in  our  favor,  in- 
asmuch as  we  are  the  consumers  of  your  produce, 
dependent  on  you  for  our  implements  of  husband- 
rVj  the  means  of  sustaining  life,  and  almost  every 
tning  except  our  land  and  negroes :  all  of  whicn 
draws  much  from  the  apparent  pronts  and  advan- 
tages. In  proportion  as  you  diminish  our  expor- 
tations,  you  diminish  our  means  of  purchasing 
from  you,  and  destroy  your  own  market.  You 
will  compel  us  to  use  those  advantages  of  soil  and 
of  climate  which  God  and  nature  have  placed 
within  our  reach,  and  to  live,  as  to  you,  as  you 
desire  us  to  live  as  to  foreign  nations — dependfent 
on  our  own  resources.  I  have  already  attempted 
to  show  that  this  home  market  is  all  a  fallacy. 
When  we  consider  the  few  who  must  be  employed 
in  consequence  of  the  improvements  in  machinery; 
the  limited  nature  of  your  market,  from  the  ina- 
bility of  your  manufacturers  to  compete  in  foreign 
markets,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that,  if 
Great  Britain,  from  her  own  soil,  supports  a  pop- 
ulation of  upwards  of  21,000,000,  a  very  smsul 
proportion  ot  whom  are  engs^ed  in  agriculture, 
that  Pennsysvania,  or  Ohio,  alone,  could  furnish 
bread  for  the  very  small  proportion  of  10,000,000 
of  people  in  this  tountry,  to  oe  engi^ed  in  manu- 
factures 7   The  greatest  number,  and  even  that  ex- 


aggerated greatly  beyond  a  correct  estimate,  whicl 
Mr.  Speaker  could  employ  on  manufactures,  wa 
500,000,  and  these  are  to  consume  the  surplu 
products  of  twenty  out  of  the  twenty-seven  State 
and  Territories  oi  the  United  States,  with  som 
fractions  of  the  remaining  seven,  stated  by  Mi 
Speaker  to  be  grain  growioe  States  and  Territc 
ries.  The  idea,  then,  of  a  home  market,  is  with 
out  reason  or  truth.  The  effect  of  this  system 
would  only  be  felt  in  the  immediate  vicinity  ^ 
the  large  manufacturing  establishments.  Cai 
you  manufacture  in  the  West?  The  principi 
article  manufactured  heretofore  in  Kentucky  I 
cotton  bagging.  In  this,  you  are  now  protect^ 
by  a  duty  of  20  per  cent.,  to  which  is  added  tl| 
10  per  cent,  in  calculation  of  the  duties,  whi(^ 
would  make  the  whole  duty  about  22^  per  cei^ 
You  have  also  '^  ten  acres  of  land  for  one  in  £| 
rope,  fit  only  for  the  cultivation  of  hemp;"  itri 
quires  little  capital  to  manufacture  hemp;  yoi 
naviffable  streams  enable  you  to  transport  it  at 
small  expense,  to  the  market;  yet,  you  are  n| 
able  to  compete,  in  our  own  markets,  with  lov^ 
ness  and  Dundee,  (names  I  have  heard  so  oft^ 
they  sound  harshly  in  my  ear,)  who  purchase  i\ 
hemp  raised  by  the  "  serfs  "  of  Russia,  transpQ 
it  to  Scotland,  and  there  manufacture  it;  att^ 
wards  transport  it  to  the  United  States,  payil 
freight,  insurance,  commissions,  and  prodis,  | 
addition  to  the  duty  of  about  22^  per  cent.  Do 
not  this  show  that  the  evil  lies  deeper  than  waj 
of  protection  ?  That,  if  you  could  manufactui 
your  manufactures  are  already  sufficiently  pi 
tected  ?  We  are  willing,  from  the  South,  to  sU 
mit  to  any  thing  to  which,as  a  people,  we  ougbt| 
submit;  but  we  are  not  willing  to  have  the  ind^ 
try  of  our  people  taxed  to  enable  your  manuffl 
turers  to  demand  of  us  50  per  cent.,  the  propo^ 
duty,  more  than  we  give  for  the  foreign  fabii 
When  we  examine  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  ] 
understand  you  to  mean  by  proUction,  nothing  i| 
than  prohibition,  and  by  "  keeping  you  stead] 
the  exclusion  of  foreign  manufactures.  Bat,  j 
suppose  the  West  procures  the  passage,  do  y 
suppose  Brother  Jonathan  will  not  reap  the  ^ 
vantages  of  it?  The  people  of  New  Engl^ 
have  the  necessary  capital,  industry,  econofl 
and  density  of  population,  all  of  which  must  ^ 
cede  manufactures.  These  will  enable  them 
sell  their  manufactures  under  the  very  wallsj 
your  manufacturing  establishments.  They  i 
not  manufacture  the  cotton  bagging  alone,  | 
raise  the  hemp,  and  drive  you  from  our  marl 
Against  Inverness  and  Dundee,  the  duty,  and 
peculiar  advantages  of  your  situation,  give  ] 
reasonable  protection ;  but,  against  this  domej 
competition,  you  can  neither  ask  nor  have  i^ 
protection  from  the  Government,  unless,  in  | 
folly  of  legislating  the  people  into  wealth,  t 
creating  markets,  we  should  attempt  to  prof 
the  several  sections  of  the  Union  against  the  cc 
petition  of  the  other. 

Opinions  have  been  mentioned,  and  am^ 
others,  that  of  the  Executive  Magistrate  of  i 
nation.  I  regret  the  course  his  copimunicatj 
have  pursued,  in  relation  to  thia.  subject,  beci! 
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they  are  calealated  to  keep  alire  the  restless  spirit 
of  those  who  are  anxious  to  adopt  the  policy  of 
other  DEtioos,  by  intimatiDg  that  something  can, 
ud  probably  ought,  to  be  done.  "  I  would  he 
were  either  hot  or  cold."  ^  A  judicious  revision 
of  the  tariff"  means  nothing — as  almost  the  only 
question  is,  What  is  a  judicious  revision  ?  If  he 
woold  declare  for  or  against  the  tarifil  in  the 
shape  it  has  for  years  past  been  presented  to  this 
HoQse,  and  agitated  the  nation,  we  could  give  td 
that  opinion  snch  weight  as  we  might  suppose  it 
eotitlnl  to  have;  but  at  present  we  have  nothing 
tafigible,  no  opinion  to  support  us,  and  no  opinion 
to  combaL  The  opinions  of  the  Emperor  Alex- 
aoder  and  of  Napoleon  cannot  thus  be  mistaken ; 
aod,  so  far  as  the  opinions  of  monarchs  and 
despots  are  entitled  to  weight,  support  the  tariff. 
Their  principles  and  opinions  in  favor  of  what 
Mr.  Speaker  was  pleased  to  call  ""  an  American 
policy,"  in  opposition  to  what  he  calls  "  a  foreign 
policy,"  IS  better  suited  to  their  own  arbitrary 
Gorernments,  than  to  our  Government  of  laws. 
Experience  is  better  than  opinion,  and  experience 
shows  that  the  American  policy,  which  imposes 
doty  for  revenue  merely,  or  what  I  have  described 
as  falling  strictlv  within  the  meaning  of  protec- 
tion, aod  which  has  hitherto  been  called  an  Ameri- 
can policy,  can,  in  a  few  years,  elevate  a  nation 
to  unexampled  prosperity;  while  the  foreign  pol- 
icy, attempted  to  be  introduced  in  its  place,  may 
be  safely  left  to  arbitrary  Governments  and  the 
oppressed  of  other  nations.  This  fair  American, 
the  bantling  of  Mr.  Speaker,  was  born,  has  grown 
to  manhood,  and  approached  old  age,  in  a  foreign 
eoontry-^is  not  yet  naturalized  here,  and  I  hope 
M?er  will  be. 

''Be  of  |ood  cheer,"  ye  tariff-noen;  in  the  end 
yoa  will  triumph.  Let  me  assure  gentlemen,  that 
foch  a  triumph  must  be  of  short  duration.  There 
is  bat  a  step  oetween  the  throne  and  the  scaffold. 
Whea  the  people  shall  have  discovered  that  this 
home  market  is  all  a  fallacy ;  that  the  cry  for  the 
protection  of  manufactures,  and  domestic  indus- 
try, has  been  raised  by  those  interested,  or  seekin|r 
to  be  interested  in  such  establishments;  that  it  is 
ft  triamph  over  that  trulr  American  policy  which 
has  made  ns  great  and  happy ;  and  has  estah- 
lished  in  its  place  that  policy  which  has  ground 
dowii  aod  oppressed  the  people  of  other  nations ; 
^%t  it  exposes  their  houses  to  the  scrutinizing 
and  hateful  inspection  of  the  exciseman,  and  the 
irnits  of  their  industry  to  be  wasted  by  the  tax 
gatherer;  that  it  contaminates  the  liiorals  of  the 
praple,  prostrates  all  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
^\and  saps  the  foundation  of  its  liberty,  this 
triamph  wiU  soon  end.  This  beautiful  fabric, 
erected  with  so  much  care  and  industry,  will  bury 
ia  its  rains  its  most  zealous  advocates.  From 
sseh  a  triumph,  may  Heaven,  in  infinite  mercy, 
deii?er  this  nation. 

When  Mr.  R.  concluded — 

Mr.  Wbbster,  of  Massachusetts,  took  the  floor 
tsd  continued  his  observations  till  past  3  o'clock, 
vban  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the  Com- 
Itttitee  rise. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  2. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  Gwynn,  of  Baltimore,^'  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act 
to  perfect  certain  locations  and  sales  ox  the  lands 
in  Missouri,  passed  April  26, 1822,"  reported  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  said  bill 
ought  not  to  pass ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  Committee  to  which 
was  referred  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  relation  to  the  title  of  the  Uni- 
ted Brethren  for  propagating  the  Qospel  among 
the  Heathen,  to  certain  tracts  of  land,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  providine  for  the 
disposition  of  three  several  tracts  of  lan<^  in  Tua- 
carawas  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning certain  acts  of  James  Miller,  as  Governor 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  tor  other  pur- 
poses,*'  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  al- 
tering the  times  of  holding  the  courts  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  to  authorize  the  executors  of 
John  B.  Mebane  to  collect  certain  arrears  of  inter- 
nal tax,  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  same,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  of  this  Houae^ 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1824,"  with  amendments.  The  Senate 
have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple* 
mentary  to  the  several  acts  providing^  for  ascer- 
taining and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land 
in  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  dis- 
tricts ;"  in  which  amendments  and  last  mentioned 
bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  al- 
tering the  time  for  holding  the  courts  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columl>ia,"  was  read  the  third  time; 
when  a  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Littlb,  that 
the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend  the  several  nets 
laying  duties  on  imports,"  Mr.  Condict  in  the 
Chair. 

Mr*  WsBSTEa  resumed  and  concluded  his  speech 
on  the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  and  in  oppo- 
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sition  to  its  passage  in  its  preseDt  shape.    His 
speech  follows  entire : 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  will  avail  myself  of  the  pres- 
ent occasion  to  make  some  remarks  on  certain 
principles  and  opinions  which  have  been  recently 
advanced,  and, on  those  considerations  which,  in 
my  judgment,  ought  to  govern  us  in  deciding 
upon  the  several  and  respective  parts  of  this  very 
important  and  complex  measure.  I  can  truly  say 
that  this  is  a  painful  duty.  I  deeply  regret  the 
necessity,  which  is  likely  to  b^  imposed  upon  me, 
of  giving  a  general  affirmative  or  negative  vote 
on  the  whole  of  the  bill.  I  cannot  but  think  this 
mode  of  proceeding  liable  to  great  objections.  It 
exposes  both  those  who  support,  and  those  who 
oppose,  the  measure,  to  very  unjust  and  injurious 
misapprehensions.  There  may  be  good  reasons 
for  favoring  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
and  equally  strong  reasons  for  opposing  others; 
and  these  provisions  do  not  stand  to  each  other  in 
the  relation  of  principal  and  incident.  If  that 
were  the  case,  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the  prin- 
cipal might  forego  their  opinions  upon  incidental 
and  subordinate  provisions.  But  the  bill  proposes 
enactments  entirely  distinct,  and  different  from 
one  another  in  character  and  tendency.  Some  of 
its  clauses  are  intended  merely  for  revenue;  and, 
of  those  which  regard  the  protection  of  home 
manufactures,  one  part  stands  upon  very  different 

grounds  from  those  of  other  parts.  So  that  pro- 
ably  every  gentleman  who  may  ultimately  sup- 
port the  bill,  will  vote  for  much  which  his  judg- 
ment does  not  approve;  and  those  who  oppose  it, 
will  oppose  something  which  they  would  very 
gladly  support. 

Being  intrusted  with  the  interests  of  a  district 
highly  commercial,  and  deeply  intereated  in  manu- 
factures also,  I  wish  to  state  my  opinions  on  the 
present  measure;  not  as  on  a  wnole,  for  it  has  no 
entire  and  homogeneous  character;  bat  as  on  a 
collection  of  different  enactments,  some  of  which 
meet  my  approbation,  and  some  of  which  do  not. 
And  allow  me,  sir,  in  the  first  place,  to  state  my 
regret,  if,  indeed,  I  ought  not  to  express  a  warmer 
sentiment,  at  the  names,  or  designations,  which 
Mr.  Speaker  has  seen  fit  to  adopt  for  the  purpose 
of  describing  the  advocates  and  the  opposers  of 
the  present  biU.  It  is  a  question,  he  says,  between 
the  friends  of  an  ^^American  policy,"  and  those  of 
'ft  ''foreign  policy."  Thiis,  sir,  is  an  assumption 
which  I  take  the  liberty  most  directly  to  deny. 
Mr.  Speaker  certainly  intended  nothing  invidious 
or  deroffatory  to  any  part  of  the  House  by  this 
mode  of  denominating  friends  and  enemies*  But 
there  is  power  in  names,  and  this  manner  of  dis- 
tinguishing those  who  favor  and  those  who  op- 
pose pnrticnlar  measures,  may  lead  to  inferences 
to  which  no  member  of  the  House  can  submit. 
It  may  imply  that  there  is  a  more  exclusive  and 
peculiar  regard  to  American  interests  in  one  class 
of  opinions  than  in  another.  Such  an  implica- 
tion is  to  be  resisted  and  repelled.  Every  mem- 
ber has  a  ri^bt  to  the  presumption  that  he  pursues 
what  he  believes  to  be  the  interest  of  his  country, 
with  as  sincere  a  zeal  as  any  other  member.  I 
claim  this  in  my  own  case;  and,  while  I  shall  not, 


for  any  purpose  of  description,  or  convenient  ai 
rangement,  use  terms  which  may  imply  any  dis 
respect  to  other  men's  opinions,  much  less  an 
imputations  of  other  men's  motives,  it  is  mjr  dut 
to  take  care  that  the  use  of  such  terms  by  otheri 
be  not,  against  the  will  of  those  who  adopt  then 
made  to  produce  a  false  impression.  Indeed,  si 
it  is  a  little  astonishing,  if  it  seemed  convenient! 
Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  purposes  of  distinction,  1 
make  use  of  the  terms  "American  policy,"  aq 
"  foreign  policy,"  that  he  should  not  have  appUc 
them  in  a  manner  precisely  the  reverse  of  that  i 
which  he  has  in  fact  used  them.  If  names  a| 
thought  necessary,  it  would  be  well  enough,  oi 
would  think,  that  the  name  should  be,  in  soa 
measure,  descriptive  of  the  thing;  and  since  Nj 
Speaker  denominates  the  policy  which  he  recoi 
mends  "  a  new  policy  in  this  coimtry ;"  since  I 
speaks  of  the  present  measure  as  a  new  era  in  ol 
legislation ;  since  he  professes  to  invite  us  to  ij 
part  from  our  accustomed  course,  to  instruct  o^ 
selves  by  the  wisdom  of  otherS|  and  to  adopt  \ 
policy  of  the  most  distinguished  foreign  Stati 
one  is  a  little  curious  to  know  with  what  prob 
ety  of  speech  this  imitation  of  other  nations  is  \ 
nominated  an  "American  policy,"  while,  on  i 
contrary,  a  preference  for  our  own  establisl^ 
system,  as  it  now  actually  exists,  and  always  ^ 
existed,  is  called  a  "  foreign  policy."  This  fan 
ite  American  policy  is  what  America  has  ael 
tried ;  and  this  odious  foreig^n  policy  is  what, 
we  are  told,  foreign  States  have  never  pursui 
Sir,  that  is  the  truest  American  policy  wh| 
shall  most  usefully  employ  American  capital,  a 
American  labor,  and  best  sustain  the  whole  po| 
lation.  With  me  it  is  a  fundamental  axiom,  i| 
interwoven  with  all  ray  opinions,  that  the  gt 
interests  of  the  country  are  united  and  insepa 
ble;  that  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manui 
tores,  will  posper  together,  or  languish  togetb 
and  that  all  legislation  is  dangerous  which  | 
poses  to  benefit  one  of  these  without  looking 
consequences  which  may  fall  on  the  others. 

Passing  frova  this,  «ir,  I  am  bound  to  say  i 
Mr.  Speaker  began  his  able  and  impres^ 
speech  at  the  proper  point  of  inquiry ;  I  mean 
present  state  and  condition  of  the  country ; 
though  I  am  so  unfortunate,  or  rather,  althoujj 
am  so  happy,  as  to  differ  from  him  very  wii 
in  regard  to  th^t  condition.  I  dissent  enti 
from  the  justice  of  that  picture  of  distress  w^ 
he  has  drawn.  I  have  not  seen  the  reality, 
know  not  where  it  exists.  Within  my  obse| 
tion  there  is  no  cause  for  so  gloomy  and  ten 
ing  a  representation.  In  respect  to  the  New  £ 
land  States,  with  the  condition  of  which  I  ao 
course,  most  acquainted,  the  present  appear 
me  a  period  of  very  general  prosperity.  Not 
deed,  a  time  for  great  profits  and  sudden  ac<| 
tion ;  not  a  day  of  extraordinary  activity  and 
cessful  speculation.  There  is,  no  douot,  a  i 
sideraUe  depression  of  prices,  and,  in  some  dej 
a  stagnation  of  business.  But  the  case  prose 
by  Mr.  Speaker  was  not  one  of  depression,  bl 
distress;  of  universal,  pervading,  intense  dist 
limited  to  no  class,  and  to  no  |dace.     We  ai 
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preseoted  as  on  the  ^ery  rerge  and  brink  of  na- 
tiooal  rain.  So  far  from  acquiescing  in  these 
opiaions,  I  beiieve  there  has  been  no  period  in 
which  the  general  prosperity  was  better  secured, 
or  rested  on  a  more  solid  foundation.  As  appli- 
able  to  the  Eastern  States.  I  put  this  remark  to 
their  Representatives,  and  ask  them  if  it  is  not 
ixjK,  When  has  there  been  a  time  in  which  the 
means  of  living  have  been  more  accessible  and 
more  abundant  1  when  labor  was  rewarded,  I  do 
not  say  with  a  larger^  but  with  a  more  certain 
sQccess?  Profits,  indeed,  are  lower;  in  some  pur- 
soits  of  life,  which  it  is  not  proposed  to  benefit, 
bflt  to  burden,  by  this  bill,  very  low.  But  still  I 
am  aaacquamted  with  any  proofs  of  extraor- 
dioary  diiitress.  What,  indeed,  are  the  general 
iodications  of  the  state  of  the  country  ?  There  is 
DO  famme  nor  pestilence  in  the  land,  nor  war, 
oor  desolation.  There  is  no  writhing  under  the 
burden  of  taxation.  The  means  of  subsistence 
are  abundant ;  and  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
miserable  condition  of  the  country  is  asserted,  it 
is  admitted  that  the  wages  of  labor  are  high,  in 
comparison  with  those  of  any  other  country.  A 
country,  then,  enjoying  a  profound  peace,  a  per- 
fect civil  liberty,  with  the  means  of  subsistence 
cheap  and  abundant,  with  the  reward  of  labor 
sure,  and  its  wages  higher  than  anywhere  else, 
caauot  be  represented  in  gloom,  melancholy,  and 
distress,  hot  by  the  efiEbrt  of  extraordinary  powers 
of  tragedy. 

Ereo  if,  in  judging  of  this  question,  we  were 
to  regard  only  those  proofs  to  which  we  have 
been  referred,  we  shall  probablv  come  to  a  conclu- 
sion somewhat  difierent  from  tnat  which  has  been 
drawn.  Our  exports,  for  example,  although  cer- 
tainly less  than  in  some  years^  were  not,  last  year, 
so  much  below  an  average,  formed  upon  the  ex- 
ports of  a  series  of  years,  and  putting  those  ex- 
ports at  a  fixed  value,  as  might  be  supposed.  The 
exports  of  agricultural  products,  of  animals,  if  the 
prodocts  of  the^  forest,  of  the  sea,  together  with 
gvopowder,  spirits,  and  sundry  uoenumerated  ar^ 
tid^  amounted,  in  the  several  years,  to  the  fol- 
lowing soms,  viz : 

In  1790 927,716,162 

180i  -        ...        -        -        -    33,842,316 
1807 -    38,465,864 

Coming  up,  now,  to  our  own  times,  and  taking 
the  exports  of  the  years  1821, 1822,  and  1823,  of 
the  suae  articles  and  products,  at  the  same  prices, 
tbey  stand  thus; 

In  1821 ^5,643,175 

1822 -  48,782,295 

1823^.   .....  55,863,491 

Mr.  S^i^^er  has  taken  the  very  extraordinary 
year  of  180!3,  and,  adding  to  the  exportation  of 
that  year,  what  he  thinks  ought  to  have  been  a 
just  augmentation,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
oor  population,  he  swells  the  result  to  a  magnitude, 
which,  when  compared  with  our  actual  exports, 
wbnld  exhibit  a  great  deficiency.  But  is  there 
any  justice  in  this  mode  of  calculation?  In  the 
irst  place^  as  before  observed,  the  year  1803  was 
a  year  of  extraordinary  exportation.    By  refer- 


ence to  the  accounts,  that  of  the  article  of  flour, 
for  example,  there  Was  an  export  that  year  oi 
1,300,000  barrels ;  but  the  very  next  year  it  fell 
to  800,000,  and  the  next  year  to  700,000.    In  the 
next  place,  there  never  was  any  reason  to  expect 
that  the  increase  of  our  exports  of  agricultural 
products,  would  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of 
our  population.    That  would  be  against  all  expe- 
rience.   It  is,  indeed,  roost  desiraole,  that  there 
should  be  an  augmented  demand  for  the  products  of 
agriculture ;  but,  nevertheless,  the  official  retume 
of  our  exports  do  not  show  that  absolute  want  of 
all  foreign  market,  which  has  been  so  strongly 
stated. 

But  there  are  other  means  by  which  to  judge 
of  the  general  condition  of  the  people.  The  quan- 
tity of  the  means  of  subsistence  consumed,  or,  to 
make  use  of  a  phraseology  better  suited  to  the 
condition  of  our  own  people,  the  quantity  of  the 
comforts  of  life  enjoyed,  is  one  of  those  means. 
It  so  happens,  indeed,  that  it  is  not  so  easy  in  this 
countrjT,  as  elsewhere,  to  ascertain  facts,  of  this 
sort,  with  accuracy.  Where  most  of  the  articles 
of  subsistence  and  most  of  the  comforts  of  life  are 
taxed,  there  is,  of  course,  great  facility  in  ascer- 
taining, from  official  statements,  the  amount  of 
consumption.  But  in  this  country,  most  fortu- 
nately, the  Gk)vernment  neither  xnows^  nor  is 
concerned  to  know,  the  annual  consumption ;  and 
estimates  can  only  be  formed  in  another  mode, 
and  in  reference  only  to  a  few  articles.  Of  these 
articles,  tea  is  one.  Its  use  is  not  quite  a  luxury, 
and  yet  is  something  above  the  absolute  necessa- 
ries of  life.  Its  consumption^  therefore,  will  be 
diminished  in  times  of  adversity,  and  augmented 
in  times  of  prosperity.  By  deducting  the  annual 
export  from  the  annual  import,  and  taking  a  num- 
ber of  years  together,  we  may  arrive  at  a  probable 
estimate  of  consumption.  The  average  of  eleven 
years,  from  1790  to  1800,  inclusive,  will  be  found 
to  be  two  millions  and  a  half  of  pounds.  From 
1801  to  1812,  inclusive,  three  millions  seven  hun- 
dred thousand ;  and  the  average  of  the  last  three 
years,  to  wit,  1821,  1822,  and  1823,  five  millions 
and  a  half.  Having  made  a  just  allowance  for 
the  increase  of  our  numbers,  we  shall  still  find,  I 
think,  from  t^ese  statements,  that  there  is  no  dis- 
tress which  has  limited  our  means  of  subsistence 
and  enjoyment. 

In  forming  an  opinion  of  the  degree  of  general 
prosperity,  we  may  regard,  likewise,  the  progress 
of  internal  improvements,  the  investment  of  capi- 
tal in  roads,  bridges,  and  canals.  All  these  prove 
a  balance  of  income  over  expenditure ;  they  are 
evidence  that  there  is  a  surplus  of  profits,  which 
the  present  generation  is  usefully  vesting  for  the 
benefit  of  the  next.  It  cannot  be  denied  that,  in 
this  particnkr,  the  progress  of  the  country  is 
steady  and  rapid. 

We  may  look,  too,  to  the  expenses  of  educa- 
tion. Are  our  colleges  deserted  ?  Do  fathers  find 
themselves  less  able  than  usual  to  educate  their 
children  9  It  will  be  found,  I  imagine,  that  the 
amount  paid  for  the  purpose  of  education  is  con- 
stantly increasing,  and  that  the  schools  and  col- 
leges were  never  more  full  than  a^  the  present 
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momeDt.  I  may  add  that  the  endowment  of  pub- 
lic charities,  the  contributions  to  objects  of  gen- 
eral benevolence,  whether  foreign  or  domestic, 
the  muoificence  of  individuals  towards  what  ever 
promises  to  benefit  the  community,  are  all  so  many 
proofs  of  national  prosperity.  And,  finally,  there 
18  no  defalcation  oi  revenue,  no  pressure  of  taxa- 
tion. 

The  general  result,  therefore,  of  a  fair  exami- 
nation of  the  present  condition  of  things,  seems  to 
me  to  be  that  there  is  a  considerable  depression  of 
prices  and  curtailment  of  profit;  and,  in  some 
parts  of  the  country,  it  must  be  admitted  there  is 
a  great  degree  of  pecuniary  embarrassment,  arising 
from  the  diflScuIty  of  paying  debts  which  were 
contracted  when  prices  were  high.  With  these 
qualifications,  the  general  state  of  the  country 
may  be  said  to  be  prosperous ;  and  these  are  not 
sumcient  to  give  to  the  whole  face  of  affairs  any 
appearance  of  general  distress. 

Supposing  the  evil,  then,  to  be  a  depression  of 
prices,  and  a  partial  pecuniarv  pressure,  the  next 
inquiry  is  into  the  causes  of  tnat  evil;  and  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  there  are  several ;  and,  in  this 
respect,  I  think,  too  much  has  been  imputed,  by 
Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  single  cause  of  the  diminu- 
tion of  exports.  Connected,  as  we  are,  with  all 
the  commercial  nations  of  the  world,  and  having 
observed  great  changes  to  take  place  elsewhere, 
we  should  consider  whether  the  causes  of  those 
changes  have  not  reached  us,  and  whether  we  are 
not  suffering  by  the  operation  of  those  causes,  in 
common  with  others.  Undoubtedly  there  has 
been  a  great  fall  in  the  [>rice  of  all  commodities 
throughout  the  commercial  world,  in  consequence 
of  the  restoration  of  a  state  of  peace.  When  the 
allies  entered  France  in  1814,  prices  rose  aston- 
ishingly fast  and  very  high.  Colonial  produce, 
for  instance,  in  the  ports  of  this  country,  as  well 
as  elsewhere,  sprung  up  suddenly  from  tne  lowest 
to  the  highest  extreme.  A  new  and  vast  demand 
was  created  for  the  commodities  of  trade.  These 
were  the  natural  consequences  of  the  great  po- 
litical changes  which  then  took  place  in  Europe. 

We  are  to  consider,  too,  that  our  own  war  crea- 
ted new  demand,  and  that  a  Government  expen- 
diture of  25,000,000  or  30,000,000  a  year,  had  the 
usual  efiect  of  enhancing  prices.  We  are  obliged 
to  add,  that  the  paper  issues  of  our  banks  carried 
the  same  efiect  still  further.  A  depreciated  cur- 
rency existed  in  a  great  part  of  the  country— de- 
preciated to  such  an  extent  as  that,  at  one  time, 
exchange  between  the  centre  and  the  north,  was 
as  high  as  20  per  cent.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  instituted  to  correct  this  evil;  but,  for 
causes  which  it  is  not  necessary  now  to  enumer- 
ate, it  did  not,  for  some  years,  bring  back  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  to  a  sound  state.  This  de- 
preciation of  the  circulatingcurrency  wasso  much, 
of  course,  added  to  the  nominal  prices  of  commo- 
dities, and  these  prices  thus  unnaturally  high, 
seemed,  to  those  who  looked  only  at  the  appear- 
ance, to  indicate  great  prosperity.  But  such  pros- 
perity is  more  specious  than  real.  It  would  nave 
been  better,  probably,  as  the  shock  would  have 
been  less,  if  prices  had  fallen  sooner.    At  length. 


however,  they  fell ;  and,  as  there  is^  little  doubt 
that  certain  events  in  Europe  had  an  inflaence  in 
determining  the  time  at  which  this  fall  should 
take  place,  I  will  ^dvert  shortly  to  some  of  the 
principal  of  those  events. 

In  May,  1819,  the  British  House  of  Commons 
decided,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  that  the  resump- 
tion of  cash  payments  by  the  Bank  of  England 
should  not  be  deferred  beyond  the  ensuing  Febru- 
ary. The  restriction  had  oeen  continued  from  time 
to  time,  and  from  year  to  year,  Parliament  always 
professing  to  look  to  the  restoration  of  a  specie 
currency,  whenever  it  should  be  found  practicable. 
Having  been  in  July,  1818,  continued  to  July,  1819, 
it  was  understood  that,  in  the  interim,  the  important 
question  of  the  time  at  which  cash  payments  should 
be  resumed,  should  be  finally  settled.  In  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  -18,  the  circulation  of  the  bank 
bad  been  greatly  reduced,  and  a  severe  scarcity  of 
mt>ney  was  felt  in  the  London  market.  Such  was 
the  state  of  things  in  England.  On  the  Continent, 
other  important  events  took  place.  The  French 
Indemnity  Loan  had  been  negotiated  in  the  Sum- 
mer of  1818,  and  the  proportion  of  it  belonging  to 
Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  had  been  sold.  This 
created  an  unusual  demand  for  gold  and  silver  in 
these  Eastern  States  of  Europe.  It  has  been  stated, 
that  the  amount  of  the  precious  metals  transmitted 
to  Austria  and  Russia  in  that  year,  was  at  least 
twenty  millions  sterling.  Other  large  sums  were 
sent  to  Prussia  and  to  Denmark.  The  efiect  of 
this  sudden  drain  of  specie,  felt  first  at  Paris,  was 
communicated  to  Amsterdam  and  Hamburg,  and 
all  other  commercial  places  in  the  north  of  Europe. 

The  paper  system  of  England  had  certainly 
communicated  an  artificial  value  to  property.  It 
had  encouraged  speculation,  and  excited  overtra- 
ding. When  the  shock  therefore  came,  and  this 
violent  pressure  for  money  acted  at  the  same  mo- 
ment on  the  Continent  and  in  England,  inflated 
and  unnatural  prices  could  be  kept  up  no  longer. 
A  reduction  took  place,  which  has  been  estimated 
to  have  been  at  least  -equal  to  a  fall  of  30,  if  not 
40  per  cent.  The  depression  Was  universal ;  and 
the  change  was  felt  in  the  United  States  sererely, 
though  not  equally  so  iii  every  part  of  them. 
There  are  those,  I  am  aware,  who  maintain  that 
the  events  to  which  I  have  alluded  did  not  caase 
the  great  fall  of  prices ;  but  that  that  fall  was  nat- 
ural and  inevitable,  from  the  previously  existing 
state  of  things,  the  abundance  of  commodities,  and 
the  want  of  demand.  But  that  would  only  proTe 
that  the  efiect  was  produced  in  another  way,  rathez 
than  by  another  cause.  If  these  great  and  sud- 
den calls  for  money  did  not  reduce  prices,  but 
prices  fell,  as  of  themselves,  to  their  natural  state, 
still  the  result  is  the  same ;  for  we  perceive  that 
after  these  new  calls  for  money,  prices  could  not 
be  kept  longer  at  their  unnatural  height. 

About  the  time  of  these  foreign  events,  ourovrn 
bank  system  underwent  a  change ;  and  all  these 
causes,  in  my  view  of  the  subject,  concurred .  to 
produce  the  great  shock  which  took  place  in  our 
commercial  cities,  and  through  many  parts  of  the 
country.  The  year  1819  was  a  year  of  nume- 
rous failures,  and  rwy  considerable  distress,  and 
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would  ba^e  furnished  far  better  groands  than  exist 
at  present,  for  that  gtdoiny  representation  of  our 
condition  which  has  been  presented.    Mr.  Speaker 
has  alloded  to  the  strong  inclination  which  exists, 
or  has  existed,  in  various  parts  of  the  country  to 
issue  paper  money,  as  a  proof  of  great  existing 
difficulties.    I  r^ard  it  ratner  as  a  very  productive 
cause  of  those  difficulties ;  and  the  Committee  will 
not  fail  to  observe,  that  there  is,  at  this  moment, 
much  the  loudest  complaint  of  distress  precisely 
where  there  has  been  the  greatest  attempt  to  re- 
lieTe  it  by  systems  of  paper  credit.    And,  on  the 
other  hand,  content,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  are 
most  observable  in  ihose  parts  of  the  country, 
where  there  has  been  the  least  endeavor  to  ad- 
minister relief  by  law.    In  truth,  nothing  is  so 
baoefol,  so  utterly  ruinous  to  all  true  industry,  as 
iaterferiog  with  the  legal  v»kie  of  money,  or  at- 
tempting to  raise  artificial  standards  to  supply  its 
place.    Such  remedies  suit  well  the  spirit  of  ex- 
tfaragant  speculation,  but  they  sap  the  very  found- 
Btioo  of  all  honest  acquisition.    By  weakening  the 
security  of  property,  they  take  away  all  motive 
for  exertion.    Their  effect  is  to  transfer  property. 
Wheoever  a  debt  is  allowed  to  be  paid  by  any 
thing  less  valuable  than  the  legal  currency  in  re- 
spect to  which  it  was  contracted,  the  difference, 
between  the  value  of  the  paper  given  in  payment 
and  the  legal  currency,  is  precisely  so  much  prop- 
erty uken  from  one  man  and  given  to  another, 
by  legislative  enactment.    When  we  talk,  there- 
fore, of  protecting  industry,  let  us  remember  that 
the  irst  measure  for  that  end,  is  to  secure  it  in  its 
earnings;  to  assure  it  that  it  shall  receive  its  own. 
Before  we  invent  new  modes  of  raising  prices,  let 
VI  uke  care  that  existing  prices  are  not  rendered 
wholly  onavailable,  by  making  them  capable  of 
being  paid  in  depreciated  paper.    I  regard,  sir, 
tilts  issue  of  irredeemable  paper  as  the  most  prom- 
inent and  deplorable  cause  of  whatever  pressure 
still  exists  in  the  country ;  and,  further,  I  would 
pat  the  question  to  the  members  of  this  Committee, 
whether  it  is  not  from  that  part  of  the  people  who 
IttTe  tried  this  paper  system,  and  tried  it  to  their 
^  that  this  bill  receives  the  most  earnest  sup- 
port?  And  I  cannot  forbear  to  ask,  further,  whe- 
ther this  support  does  not  proceed  rather  from  a 
general  feeling  of  uneasiness  under  the  present 
eoudition  of  things,  than  from  the  clear  perception 
of  any  benefit  which  the  measure  itself  can  confer  t 
Is  not  all  expectation  of  advantage  centered  in  a 
sortof  rague  hope,  that  change  may  produce  re- 
lief? Debt  certainly  presses  hardest,  where  prices 
kare  been  loneest  kept  up  by  artificial  means. 
They  find  the  shock  lightest,  who  take  it  soonest; 
Aod  1  folly  belicTe  that,  if  those  parts  of  the  coun- 
(ly  which  now  suffer  most,  had  not  augmented  the 
force  of  the  blow  by  deferring  it,  they  woul(f  have 
Bow  been  in  a  much  better  condition  than  they 
ire.    We  may  assure  ourselves,  once  for  all,  sir, 
tbat  there  can  be  no  such  (hing  as  payment  of 
debts  by  legislation.    We  may  abolish  debts  in- 
deed ;  we  may  transfer  property,  by  visionary  and 
Solent  laws.    But  we  deceive  both  ourselves  and 
our  constituents,  if  w^  flatter,  either  ourselves  or 
them,  with  the  hope  that  there  is  any  relief  against 


whatever  pressure  exists,  but  in  economy  and 
industry.  The  depression  of  prices  and  the  stag- 
nation of  business,  have  been  in  truth  the  neces- 
sary result  of  circumstances.  No  Government 
could  prevent  them,  and  no  Government  can  al- 
together relieve  the  people  from  their  effect.  We 
had  enjoyed  a  day  of  extraordinary  prosperity ; 
We  had  been  neutral  while  the  worla  was  at  war, 
and  had  found  a  great  demand  for  our  products, 
our  navigation,  and  our  labor.  We  had  no  right 
to  expect  that  that  state  of  things  would  continue 
always.  With  the  return  of  peace,  foreign  nations 
would  struggle  for  themselves,  and  enter  into 
competition  with  us  in  the  great  objects  of  pursuit. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  remedy  for  existing  evils  t 
what  is  the  course  of  policy  suited  to  our  actual 
condition?  Certainly  it  is  not  our  wisdom  to 
adopt  any  system  that  may  be  offered  to  us  with- 
out examination,  and  in  the  blind  hope  that  what- 
ever changes  our  condition  may  improve  it.  It  is 
better  that  we  should 

**  Bear  those  ills  we  have, 
Than  fly  to  others  that  we  know  not  of.*' 

We  are  bound  to  see  that  there  is  a  fitness  and 
an  aptitude  in  whatever  measures  may  be  recom- 
mended to  relieve  the  evils  that  afflict  us ;  and 
before  we  adopt  a  system  that  professes  to  make 
great  alterations,  it  is  our  duty  to  look  carefully 
to  each  leading  interest  of  the  community,  and 
see  how  it  may  probably  be  affected  by  our  pro- 
posed legislation. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  what  is  the  condition  of 
our  commerce?  Here  we  must  clearly  perceive 
that  it  is  not  enjoying  that  rich  harvest  which 
fell  to  its  fortune  cfuring  the  continuance  of  the 
European  wars.  It  has  t^en  ereatly  depressed,  and 
limited  to  small  profits.  Still,  it  is  elastic  and  ac- 
tive, and  seems  capable  of  recovering  itself  in  some 
measure  from  its  depression.  The  shipping  inter- 
est, also,  has  suffered  severely,  still  more  severelv. 
probably,  than  commerce.  If  any  thing  shoulci 
strike  us  with  astonishment,  it  is  tnat  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  United  States  should  be  able  to  sustain 
itself.  Without  any  Qovernment  protection  what- 
ever, it  goes  abroad  to  challenge  competition  with 
the  whole  world ;  and,  in  spite  of  all  obstacles,  it 
has  yet  been  able  to  maintain  800,000  tons  in  the 
employment  of  foreign  trade.  How,  sir,  do  the 
ship-owners  and  navigators  accomplish  this? 
How  is  it  that  they  are  able  to  meet,  and  in  some 
measure  overcome,  universal  competition  ?  Not. 
sir,  by  protection  and  bounties ;  but  by  unweariea 
exertion,  by  extreme  economy,  by  unshaken  per- 
severance, by  that  manly  and  resolute  spirit  which 
relies  on  itself  to  protect  itself.  These  causes 
alone  enable  American  ships  still  to  keep  their  ele- 
ment, and  show  the  flagoftheir  country  in  distant 
seas.  The  rates  of  insurance  may  teach  us  how 
thoroughly  our  ships  are  built,  and  how  skilfully 
and  safely  they  are  navigated.  Risks  are  taken, 
as  I  learn,  from  the  United  States  to  Liverpool, 
at  one  per  cent.;  and  from  the  United  States  to 
Canton  and  back,  as  low  as  three  per  cent.  But 
when  we  look  to  the  low  rate  of  freight,  and  when 
we  consfder,  also,  that  the  articles  entering  into 
the  composition  of  a  ship,  with  the  exception  of 
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wood,  are  dearer  here  than  in  other  countries,  we 
cannot  but  be  utterly  surprised  that  the  shipping 
interest  has  been  able  to  sustain  itself  at  all.  1 
need  not  say  that  the  navigation  of  the  country  is 
essential  to  its  honor  and  its  defence.  Yet,  in- 
stead of  proposing  benefit  for  it  in  this  hour  of  its 
depression,  we  propose  by  this  measure  to  lay  upon 
it  new  and  heavy  ourdens.  In  the  discussion,  the 
other  day,  of  that  provision  of  the  bill  which  pro- 
poses to  tax  tallow  for  the  benefit  of  the  oil  mer- 
chants and  whalemen^  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  eloquent  eulogiums  upon  that  portion  of 
our  shipping  employed  in  the  whale  fishery,  and 
strong  statements  ot  its  importance  to  the  public 
interest.  But  the  same  bill  proposes  a  severe  tax 
upon  that  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the  iron  man- 
uiacturer  and  the  hemp  grower.  So  that  the 
tallow  chandlers  and  soap  boilers  are  sacrificed 
to  the  oil  merchants,  in  order  that  these  again 
may  contribute  to  the  manufacturers  of  iron  and 
the  jrrowers  of  hemp. 

Ifsuch  be  the  state  of  our  commerce  and  oavi- 
ffatioD,  what  is  the  condition  of  our  home  manu- 
factures ?  How  are  they  amidst  the  general  de- 
pression 7  Do  thev  need  further  protection  ?  and 
if  any,  how  much  i  On  all  these  points,  we  have 
had  much  general  statement,  but  little  precise  in- 
formation. In  the  very  elaborate  speech  of  Mr. 
Speaker,  we  are  not  supplied  with  satisfactory 
grounds  of  judging  in  these  various  particulars, 
who  can  tell,  from  any  thine  yet  before  the  Com- 
mittee, whether  the  proposed  duty  be  too  high  or 
too  low  on  any  one  article  1  Gentlemen  tell  us 
that  they  are  in  favor  of  domestic  industry;  so 
am  I.  They  would  give  it  protection ;  so  would 
I.  But  then  all  domestic  industry  is  not  confined 
to  manufactures.  The  employments  of  agricul- 
ture, commerce,  and  navigation,  are  all  branches 
of  the  same  domestic  industry ;  they  all  furnish 
employment  for  American  capital  and  American 
labor.  And  when  the  question  is,  whether  new 
duties  shall  be  laid,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  fur- 
ther encouragement  to  particular  manufactures, 
every  reasonable  man  must  ask  himself,  both, 
whether  the  proposed  new  encouragement  be  ne- 
cessary, and,  whether  it  can  be  given  without 
injustice  to  other  biranches  of  industry* 

It  is  desirable  to  know,  also,  somewhat  more 
distinctly,  how  the  proposed  means  will  produce 
the  intended  effect.  One  great  object  proposed, 
for  example,  is,  the  increase  of  the  home  market 
for  the  consumption  of  agricultural  products.  This 
certainly  is  much  to  be  desired;  but  what  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  are  expected  wholly,  or  princi- 
pally, to  produce  this,  is  not  stated.  1  would  not 
suggest  tnat  some  increase  of  the  home  market 
may  not  follow  from  the  adoption  of  this  bill,  but 
all  its  provisions  have  not  an  equal  tendency  to 
produce  this  effect.  Those  manufactures  which 
employ  most  labor,  create  of  course,  most  demand 
for  articles  of  consumption ;  and  those  create  least, 
in  the  production  of  which  capital  and  skill  enter 
as  the  chief  ingredients  of  cost.  I  cannot,  sir,  take 
this  bill,  merely  because  a  committee  has  recom- 
mended it.  I  cannot  espouse  a  side  and  fight 
under  a  flag.    I  wholly  repel  the  idea,  that  we 


must  take  this  law,  or  pass  no  law  on  tke  subject 
What  should  hinder  us  from  exercising  our  own 
judgments  upon  these  provisions,, singly  and  sev- 
fraUy  ?    Who  has  the  power  to  place  us,  or  why 
should  we  i)lace  ourselves  in  a  conditioa  where 
we  cannot  give  to  every  measure,  that  is  distinct 
and  separate  in  Itself,  a  separate  and  distiact  con- 
sideration?   Sir,  I  presume  no  member  of  the 
Committee  will  wjtbnold  his  assent  from  w^faat  he 
thinks  right,  until  others  will  yield  their  assent  to 
what  they  think  wrong.    There  are  many  things 
in  this  bill  acceptable  probably  to  the    general 
sense  of  tke  House.    Why  should  not  these  pro- 
visions be  passed  into  a  law,  and  others  left  to  be 
decided  upon  their  own  merits,  as  a  majority  of 
the  House  shall  see  fit?    To  some  of  these  provi- 
sions I  am  myself  decidedly  favorable ;  to  others 
I  have  great  objections ;  and  I  should  have,  been 
very  |^lad  of  an  opportunity  of  giving  my  own 
vote  distinctly  on  propositions,  which  are,  in  their 
own  nature,  essentially  and  substaatiaily  distinct 
from  one  another. 

But,  sir,  before  expressing  my  own  opinion  upon 
the  several  provisions  of  this  bill,  I  wiU  advert  for 
a  moment  to  some  other  general  topies.  We  have 
heard  much  of  the  policy  of  England,  and  her  ex- 
ample has  been  repeatedly  urged  upon  us,  as  prov- 
ing, not  only  the  expediency  of  encouragement 
and  protection,  but  of  exclusion  and  direct  prohi- 
bition also.  I  took  occasion  the  other  day  to  re- 
mark, that  n^ore  liberal  notions  were  growing 
prevalent  on  this  subject ;  that  the  policy  of  re- 
straints and  prohibitions  was  getting  out  of  repute, 
as  the  true  nature  of  commerce  became  better  un- 
derstood ;  and  that,  among  public  men,  those  most 
distinguished,  were  most  decided  in  their  reproba- 
tion of  the  broad  principle  of  exclusion  and  prohi- 
bition. Upon  the  truth  of  this  representation,  as 
matter  of  lact,  I  supposed  there  could  not  be  two 
opinions  among  those  who  had  observed  the  pro* 
gress  of  political  sentiment  in  other  countries,  and 
were  acquainted  with  its  present  state.  In  thid 
respect,  however,  it  would  seem,  that  I  was  greatly 
mistaken.  We  have  heard  it  again  and  again  de^ 
clared^  that  the  EInglish  Government  still  ad  heresy 
with  immovable  firmness,  to  its  old  doctrines  oi 
prohibition:  that  although  jouraalista,  theorists 
and.scientinc  writers,  advance  other  doctrines,  yei 
the  practical  men,  the  le^itdators,  the  governinen  t  o| 
the  country,  are  too  wise  to  follow  them.  It  hai 
even  been  most  sagaciously  hinted,  that  the  prq 
mulgation  of  liberal  opinions  on  these  subjects,  i\ 
intended  only  for  a  delusion  upon  other  nations 
to  cajole  them  into  the  folly  of  liberal  ideas,  whii| 
England  retains  to  herself  all  the  benefits  of  thi 
admirable  old  system  of  prohibition.  We  havi 
heard  from  Mr.  Speaker  a  warm  commendatioi 
of  tht  complex  mechanism  of  this  svstem.  Th 
British  Empire,  it  is  said,  is,  in  the  nrst  place,  ti 
be  protectea  against  the  rest  of  the  world  ;  the] 
the  British  isles  against  the  colonies;  next,  th 
isles  respectively  against  each  other — Knglani 
herself,  as  the  heart  of  the  empire^  being  protecte 
most  of  all,  and  against  all. 

Truly,  sir,  it  appears  to  me,  that  Mr.  Speaker 
imagination    has   seen  system,  and  order,    an 
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beaoty,  in  ,thftt,  which  is  much  more  Justly  con- 
sidered as  the  result  of  ignorance,  partiality,  or 
Tiolence.  This  part  of  English  legislation  has 
resulted,  partly  from  considering  Ireland  as  a  con- 
quered coontry,  partly  from  the  want  of  a  com- 
plete anion,  even  with  Scotland,  and  partly  from 
the  narrow  views  of  colonial  re|;ulation,  which  in 
early  and  uninformed  periods,  influenced  the  Eu- 
ropean States. 

And,  sir,  I  imagine,  nothing  would  strike  the 
public  men  of  England  more  sinj^uiarly,  than  to 
find  gentlemen  oT  real  information,  and  much 
weight,  in  the  councils  of  this  country,  expressing 
sentiments  like  these,  in  regard  to  the  existing 
state  of  these  English  laws.  I  have  never  said, 
indeed,  that  prohibitory  laws  did  not  exist  in  Eng- 
land ;  we  all  know  they  do ;  but  the  question  is, 
does  she  owe  her  prosperity  and  greatness  to  these 
laws'?  I  venture  to  say,  that  such  is  not  the 
opinion  of  the  public  men  now  in  England,  and 
the  continuance  of  the  laws,  even  without  any 
alteration,  would  not  be  evidence  that  their  opinion 
is  different  from  what  I  have  represented  it ;  be- 
cause the  latlvs  '  havings  existed  lone,  and  mat 
interests  having  been  bnilt  up  on  the  mith  of  them. 
they  cannot  now  be  repealed,  without  great  and 
OYerwheLming  inconvenience.  Because  a  thing 
has  been  wrongly  done,  it  does  not  therefore  fol- 
low that  it  can  now  be  undone ;  and  this  is  the 
reason,  as  I  understand  it,  upon  which  exclusion, 
prohibition,  and  monopoly,  are  suffered  to  remain 
in  any  degree  in  the  English  system  ;  and  for  the 
same  reason,  it  will  be  wise  in  us  to  take  our 
measares,  on  all  subjects  of  this  kind,  with  great 
caution.  We  may  not  be  able,  but  at  the  hazard 
of  much  injury  to  individuals,  hereafter  to  retrace 
our  steps.  And  yet,  whatever  is  extravagant,  or 
unreasonable,  is  not  likely  to  endure.  There  may 
come  a  moment  of  strong  re-action ;  and  if  no 
moderation  be  shown  in  laying  on  duties,  there 
may  be  little  scruple  in  taking  them  off.  It  may 
here  be  observed,  that  there  is  a  broad  and  marked 
distiaetion  between  entire  prohibition^  and  reason- 
able eneonmgemeat.  It  is  the  one  thing  by  duties 
or  taxes  on  foreign  articles,  to  awaken  a  home 
competition  in  the  production  of  the  same  articles ; 
it  is  another  thing  to  remove  all  competition  by  a 
toul  exdunon  of  the  foreign  artieie ;  and  it  is 
quite  another  thing  still,  by  total  prohibition,  to 
raise  at  home,  manufactures  not  suited  to  the 
climate,  the  nature  of  the  country,  or  the  state  of 
the  population.  These  are  substantial  distinc- 
tions, and  although  it  mav  not  be  easy,  in  every 
case,  to  determine  which  of  them  applies  to  a  given 
article,  yet,  the  distinctions  themselves  exist,  and 
in  most  cases,  will  be  sufficiently  clear  to  indicate 
the  true  course  of  policy;  and,  unless  I  have 
greatly^  mistaken  the  prevailing  sentiment  in  the 
cooncikof  Rngland,  it  ffrows  every  day  more  and 
more  favoirable  to  the  diminution  of  restrictions, 
and  to  the  wisdom  of  leaving  much  (I  do  not  say 
eftrj  thing,  for  that  would  not  b6  true)  to  the  en- 
terprise and  the  discretion  of  individuals.  I  should 
certainly  not  have  taken  uo  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  state  at  any  length  the  opinions  of  other 


GovemmantSy  or  of  the  public  men  of  other  coun-  J     *  Lord  Lansdowne.  t  ^^^  Liverpool. 


tries,  upon  a  subject  like  this;  but  an  occasional 
remark  made  by  me  the  other  day,  having  been 
so  directly  controverted,  especially  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
in  hia  observations  yesterdav,  I  must  Cake  occasion 
to  refer  to  some  proofs  of  what  I  have  stated. 

What,  then,  is  the  state  of  English  opinion  1 
Every  body  knows  that,  after  the  termination  of 
the  late  European  war,  there  came  a  time  of  great 
pressure  in  England.  Since  her  example  has  been 
qjooted,  let  it  be  asked  in  what  mode  her  Grovern- 
ment  sought  relief.  Did  it  aim  to  maintain  arti* 
ficial  and  unnatural  prices?  Did  it  maintain  a 
swollen  and  extravagant  paper  circulation  7  Did 
it  carry  further  the  laws  of  prohibition  and  exciO"r 
sion  ?  Did  it  draw  closer  the  cords  of  colonial  re- 
straint? No^  sir,  hot  precisely  the  reverse.  In-* 
stead  of  relying  on  legislative  contrivances  and 
artificial  devices,  it  trusted  to  the  enterprise  and 
industry  of  the  people;  which  it  sedulously  sought 
to  excite,  not  by  imposing  restraint,  but  bv  remo* 
ving  it,  wherever  its  removal  was  practicable.  In 
May,  1820,  the  attention  of  the  Government  hav- 
ing been  much  turned  to  the  state  of  foreign  trade, 
a  diatioguished  member*  of  the  House  of  Peers 
brought  forward  a  parliamentary  motion  upon  that 
subject,,  followed  oy  an  ample  discussion,  and  a 
full  statement  of  his  own  opinions.  In  the  course 
of  his  remarks,  he  observed, 

**  That  there  ought  to  be  no  prohibitory  duties,  as 
such ;  for  that  it  was  evident,  that  where  a  manufiao- 
tnre  could  not  be  carried  on,  or  a  production  raised, 
but  under  the  protection  of  a  prohibitory  duty,  that 
manufacture  or  that  produce  could  not  be  brought  to 
market  but  at  a  loss.  In  his  opinion,  the  name  of 
strict  prohibition  might,  therefore,  in  commerce,  be  got 
rid  of  altogether ;  Irat  be  did  not  see  the  same  objec- 
tion to  protecting  duties,  which,  while  they  admitted  of 
the  introduction  of  commodities  from  abroad  similar  to 
those  which  we  ourselves  manufactured,  placed  them 
so  much  on  a  level,  as  to  allow  a  competition  between 
them."  "  No  axiom,"  he  added,  **  was  more  true  than 
this :  that  it  was  by  growing  what  the  territory  of  a 
country  could  grow  most  cheaply,  and  by  receiving 
from  other  countries  what  it  oould  not  produce  except 
at  too  great  an  expense,  that  the  greatest  degree  of 
happiness  was  to  be  communicated  to  the  greatest 
extent  of  population." 

In  assenting  to  the  motion,  the  first  Minister!  of 
the  Crown  expressed  his  opinion  of  the  great  ad- 
vantage resulting  from  unrestricted  freedom  of 
trade. 

"  Of  the  soundness  of  that  general  principle,"  ha  ob- 
served, "  I  can  entertain  no  doubt  I  can  entertain  no 
doubt  of  what  would  have  been  the  great  advantages 
to  the  civilized  world,  if  the  system  of  unrestricted 
trade  had  been  acted  upon  by  every  nation,  from  the 
earliest  period  of  its  commercial  intercourse  with  its 
neighbors.  If  to  those  advantages  there  could  have 
been  any  exceptions,  I  am  persuaded  that  they  would 
have  been  but  few ;  and  I  am  also  persuaded  that  the 
cases  to  which  they  would  have  reforred,  would  not 
have  been,  in  themselves,  connected  with  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  England.  But  we  are  now  in  a  sit^ 
uation  in  which  I  will  not  say  that  a  reference  to  the 
principle  of  unrestricted  trade  can  be  of  no  use,  be- 
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cause  inch  a  reference  may  correct  erroneoui  reasoning ; 
bat  in  which  it  is  impoaiible  for  ns,  or  for  any  country 
in  the  world,  but  the  Untied  States  of  America^  to  act 
onreservedly  on  that  principle.  The  commercial  reg- 
ulations of  the  European  world  have  been  long  estab- 
lished, and  cannot  suddenly  be  departed  from." 

Having  supposed  a  proposition  to  be  made  to 
England,  by  a  toreign  State,  for  free  commerce  and 
intercourse,  and  an  unrestricted  exchange  of  agri- 
cultural products,  and  of  manufactares,  he  proceeds 
to  observe : 

<<  It  would  be  impossible  to  accede  to  such  a  proposi- 
tion. We  have  risen  to  our  present  greatness  under  a 
different  system.  Some  suppose  that  we  have  risen 
in  consequence  of  that  system;  others  of  whom  I  am 
one,  believe  that  we  have  risen  in  spite  of  that  system. 
But,  whichever  of  these  hypotheses  be  true,  certain  it 
is,  that  we  have  risen  under  a  very  different  system 
than  that  of  free  and  unrestricted  trade.  It  is  utterly 
impossible,  with  our  debt  and  taxation,  even  if  they 
were  but  half  their  existing  amount,  that  we  can  sud- 
denly adopt  the  system  of  free  trade." 

Lord  Eilenborough,  io  the  same  debate,  said, 

**  That  be  attributed  the  general  distress  then  exist- 
ing in  Europe,  to  the  regulations  that  had  taken  place 
•ince  the  destruction  of  the  French  power.  Most  of 
the  States  on  tbe  Continent  had  surrounded  themselves 
as  with  walls  of  brass,  to  inhibit  intercourse  with  other 
States.  Intercourse  was  prohibited,  even  in  districts 
of  the  same  State,  as  was  the  case  in  Austria  and  Sar- 
dinia. Thus,  though  the  taxes  on  the  people  had  been 
lightened,  the  severity  of  their  condition  had  been  in- 
creased. He  believed  that  the  discontent  which  per^ 
vaded  most  parts  of  Europe,  and  especially  Germany, 
was  more  owing  to  commercial  reatrictions,  than  to 
any  theoretical  doctrines  on  Government ;  and  that  a 
f[ee  communication  among  them  would  do  more  to 
restore  tranquillity,  than  any  other  step  that  could  be 
adopted.  He  objected  to  all  attempts  to  frustrate  the 
benevolent  intentions  of  Providence,  whicb  had  given  to 
various  countries  various  wants,  in  order  to  bring  them 
together.  He  objected  to  it  as  antisocial ;  he  objected  to 
it,  as  making  commerce  the  means  of  barbarizing,  in- 
stead of  enlightening  nations.  The  state  of  tbe  trade 
with  France  was  the  most  disgraceful  to  both  countriea ; 
the  two  greatest  civilixed  nations  of  the  world,  placed 
at  a  distance  of  scarcely  twenty  miles  from  each  other, 
bad  contrived,  by  their  artificial  regulations,  to  reduce 
their  commerce  with  each  other  to  a  mere  nullity." 

Every  member,speaking  oo  this  occasion,  a^^reed 
in  the  general  sentiments  favorable  to  unrestricted 
intercourse,  which  had  thus  been  advanced ;  one 
of  them  remarking,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  de- 
bate, that  "  the  principles  of  free  trade,  which  he 
'  was  happy  to  see  so  lully  recognised,  were  of  the 
'  utmost  consequence ;  for,  though,  io  the  present 

<  circumstances  of  the  country,  a  free  trade  was 
'  unattainable,  yet  their  task  hereafter  was  to  ap- 

<  proximate  to  it.    Considering  the  prejudices  and 
'  interests  which  were  opposed  to  the  recognition 

<  of  that  principle,  it  was  no  small  indication  of 

<  the  firmness  and  liberality  of  Government,  to 

<  have  so  fully  conceded  it," 

Sir,  we  have  seen,  in  the  course  of  this  discus- 
sion, that  several  gentlemen  have  expressed  their 
high  admiration  of  the  silk  manufacture  of  Eng- 
land.   Its  commendation  was  begun,  I  think,  by 


the  honorable  member  from  Vermont,  who  sits 
near  me,  who  thinks  that  that  alone  gives  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  the  benefits  produced  by  attention 
to  manufactures,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  sreat  soarce 
of  wealth  to  the  nation,  and  has  amply  repaid  all 
the  costs  of  its  protection.  Mr.  Speaker's  appro- 
bation of  this  part  of  the  English  example,  was 
still  warmer.  Now,  sir,  it  does  so  happen,  that 
both  these  gentlemen  differ  very  widely  on  this 

Eoint,  from  the  opinions  entertained  in  England, 
y  persons  of  the  first  rank,  both  of  knowledge 
and  of  power.  In  the  debate  to  which  I  have  u- 
ready  referred,  the  proposer  of  the  motion  urged 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  admission  of 
the  silks  of  France  into  England. 

*<  He  was  aware,"  he  said,  "  that  there  was  a  poor 
and  industrious  body  of  manufacturers,  whose  inter- 
eats  must  suffer  by  such  an  arrangement ;  and  there- 
fore he  felt  that  it  would  be  the  duty  of  Parliament  to 
provide  for  the  preaent  generation,  by  a  large  parlia- 
mentary grant.  It  was  conformable  to  every  principle 
of  sound  justice  to  do  so,  when  the  interests  of  a  par^ 
ticular  class  were  sacrificed  to  the  good  of  the  whole.** 

In  answer  to  these  observations,  Lord  Liverpool 
said  that,  with  reference  to  several  branches  of 
manufactures,  time,  and  the  change  of  circum- 
stances, had  rendered  the  system  of  protecting 
duties  merely  nominal ;  and  that,  in  his  opinion, 
if  all  the  protecting  laws  which  regarded  both  the 
woollen  and  cotton  manufactures,  were  to  be  re- 
pealed, no  injurious  effects  would  thereby  be  oc- 
casioned. 

"  But,"  he  observes,  <'  with  respect  to  silk,  that  man- 
ufacture in  this  kingdom  w  so  completely  artificial, 
that  any  attempt  to  introduce  the  principles  of  free 
trade  with  reference  to  it,  might  put  an  end  to  it  alto- 
gether. I  allow  that  tbe  silk  manufacture  is  not  na- 
tural to  this  country.  I  wish  we  had  never  had  a  silk, 
manufsctory.  I  allow  that  it  is  natural  to  France ;  I 
allow,  that  it  might  have  been  better,  had  each  coun- 
try adhered  exclusivelv  to  that  manufacture,  in  which 
each  is  superior ;  and  had  the  silks  of  France  been  ex- 
changed for  British  cottons.  But  I  must  look  at  things 
as  they  are ;  and  when  I  consider  the  extent  of  cap- 
ital, and  the  immense  popalation,  consisting,  I  be- 
lieve, of  about  60,000  persons  engaged  in  oar  «lk 
manufacture,  I  can  only  say,  that  one  of  the  few  points 
in  which  I  totally  disagree  with  the  propoeer  of  the 
motion,  is  the  expediency,  under  existing  circumstaa- 
ces,  of  holding  out  any  idea,  that  it  would  be  poasible 
to  relinquish  the  silk  manufacture,  and  to  provide  for 
those  who  live  by  it,  by  pariiamentary  enactment. 
Whatever  objections  there  may  be  to  the  continuance 
of  the  protecting  system,  I  repeat,  that  it  is  unpoesi- 
ble  altogether  to  relinquish  it.  I  may  regret  that  the 
svstem  was  ever  commenced  ;  but,  as  I  cannot  recall 
that  act,  I  must  submit  to  tbe  inconvenience  bj  which 
it  is  attended,  rather  than  expose  the  country  Io  evils 
of  greater  magnitude." 

Let  it  be  remembered,  sir,  that  these  are  not  the 
sentiments  of  a  theorist,  nor  the  fancies  of  specu- 
lation ;  but  the  operative  opinions  of  the  first  Min- 
ister  of  England,  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the 
ablest  and  roost  practical  statesmen  of  his  coun- 
try. Sir,  gentlemen  could  have  hardly  been  more 
unfortunate  than  in  the  selection  of  the  silk  man* 
ufacture  in  England,  as  an  example  of  the  bene- 
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ficiil  effects  of  that  system  which  thejr  would  re- 
commend. It  is,  ia  the  lanzuaffe  which  I  have 
quoted,  complete tljr  artificial.  It  has  been  sus- 
tained by  I  know  not  how  many  laws,  breaking 
io  Dpoo  the  plaiuest  principles  of  general  expedi- 
ency. At  tbe  last  session  of  Parliament,  the  man- 
ofacturers  petitioned  for  the  repeal  of  three  or  four 
of  these  statutes,  complaining  of  the  vexatious  re- 
strictions which  thev  impose  on  the  wages  of  la- 
bor; setting  forth,  that  a  great  variety  of  orders 
has  from  time  to  time  been  issued  by  magistrates 
under  the  authority  of  these  laws,  interfering,  in 
an  oppressive  maaner,  with  the  minutest  details 
of  tbe  manufacture ;  such  as  limiting  the  number 
of  threads  to  an  inch ;  restricting  the  widths  of 
many  sorts  of  work;  and  determiniojg;  the  quan- 
tity of  labor  not  to  be  exceeded  without  extra 
wages ;  that  by  the  operation  of  these  laws,  the 
nte  of  wages,  instead  of  being  left  to  the  recog- 
nised nrinciples  of  regulation,  has  been  arbitrarily 
fixed  by  persons  whose  ignorance  renders  them 
incomMtent  to  a  just  decision ;  that  masters  are 
compelled  by  law  to  pay  an  equal  price  for  all 
wore,  whether  well  or  ill  performed ;  and  that 
they  are  totallr  prevented  the  use  of  improved 
macbinerjN  it  being  ordered,  that  work,  in  the 
weaTingorwhichlmachinery  isemoloyed,  shall  be 
paid  precisely  at  the  same  rate  as  if  done  by  hand ; 
that  these  acts  have  frequently  given  rise  to  the 
most  vexatious  regulations,  the  unintentional 
breach  of  which  has  subjected  manufacturers  to 
ruinoos  penalties ;  and  that,  the  introduction  of 
all  machinery  being  prevented,  by  which  labor 
might  be  cheapened,  and  the  manutacturers  being 
compelled  to  pay  at  a  fixed  price,  under  all  cir- 
comstaoces,  they  are  preventea  from  affording  em- 
ployment to  their  workmen,  in  times  of  stagna- 
tion of  trade,  but  are  compelled  to  stop  their 
looms.  And  finally,  they  complain,  that,  not- 
withstanding these  grievances  under  which  they 
labor,  while  carrying  on  their  manufacture  in 
London,  the  law  still  prohibits  them,  while  they 
cootinoe  to  reside  there,  from  employing  any  por- 
tion of  their  capital  in  the  same  business  in  any 
other  part  gf  the  kingdom,  whef  e  it  might  be  more 
beneficially  conducted.  Now,  sir,  absurd  as  these 
laws  must  appear  to  be  to  eveiy  man,  the  attempt 
to  repeal  them  did  not,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  alto- 
gether succeed.  The  weavers  were  too  numerous, 
their  interests  too  great,  or  their  prejudices  too 
strong;  and  this  notable  instance  of  protection 
and  monopoly  still  exists,  to  be  lamented  in  £ng- 
iaod,  with  as  much  sincerity  as  it  seems  to  be  ad- 
mired  here. 

la  order  further  to  show  the  prevailing  aenti- 
inent  of  the  English  Government,  I  would  refer 
to  a  report  of  a  select  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  at  tbe  head  of  which  was  the  vice 
president  of  the  board  of  trade,  (Mr.  Wallace,)  in 
inly,  1820. 

"  Tb«  time,"  ray  that  committee,  **  when  monopo- 
liet  coold  be  soecenrally  topported,  or  would  be  pa- 
tiently sndaTed,  eithsr  in  respeot  to  tobjscts  against 
iQhjecu,  or  partiealar  countries  sftinst  the  rest  of  the 
world,  seems  to  have  passed  away.  Commerce,  Io 
»atioM  OBdistarbed,  and  secnre,  must  be»  as  it  was 


intended  to  be,  a  source  of  reciprocal  amity  between 
nations,  and  an  interchange  of  productions,  to  pro- 
mote the  industry,  the  wealth,  and  the  happiness,  of 
mankind." 

In  moving  for  the  reappointment  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  February,  1823,  the  same  gentleman 
said: 

**  We  must  also  get  rid  of  that  feeling  of  appropria- 
tion, which  exhibited  itself  in  a  disposition  to  prodaoe 
every  thing  necessary  for  our  own  consumption,  and 
to  render  ourselves  independent  of  the  world.  No 
notion  could  be  more  absurd  or  mischievous ;  it  led, 
even  in  peace,  to  an  animosity  and  rancor,  greater 
than  existed  in  time  of  war.  Undoubtedly  there  would 
be  great  prejudices  to  combat,  both  in  this  country  and 
elsewhere,  in  the  attempt  to  remove  the  difficulties 
which  are  most  obnoxious.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
forget  the  attention  which  was  in  some  respects  due 
to  the  present  system  of  protections ;  although  that 
attention  ought  certainly  not  to  be  carried  beyond  the 
absolute  necessity  of  the  ease." 

And  in  a  second  report  of  the  committee,  drawn 
by  the  same  gentleman,  in  that  part  of  it  which 
proposes  a  diminution  of  duties  on  timber  from 
the  north  of  Europe,  and  the  policy  of  giving  a 
legislative  preference  to  the  importation  of  such 
timber  in  the  log,  and  a  discouragement  of  the 
importation  of  deals,  it  is  stated  that  the  com- 
mittee reject  this  policy,  because,  amons  other 
reasons,  ^  it  is  founded  on  a  principle  of^excla- 
'  sioo,  which  they  are  most  averse  to  see  brought 
'  into  operation,  m  any  netc  instance^  without  the 
'  warrant  of  some  eviaent  and  great  political  ex- 
<  pediency."  And  on  many  subsequent  occasions, 
the  same  gentleman  has  taken  occasion  to  ob- 
serve, that  he  differed  from  those  who  thought 
that  manufactures  could  not  flourish  without  re- 
strictions on  trade ;  that  old  prejudices  of  that 
sort  were  dying  away,  and  that  more  liberal  and 
just  sentiments  were  takine  their  place.  These 
sentiments  appear  to  have  oeen  foUowed  by  im- 
portant legal  provisions,  calculated  to  remove  re- 
strictions and  prohibitions,  where  they  were  most 
severely  felt ;  that  is  to  say,  in  several  branches  of 
navigation  and  trade. 

They  have  relaxed  their  colonial  system,  they 
have  opened  the  ports  of  their  islands,  and  have 
done  away  the  restriction  which  limited  the  trade 
of  the  colony  to  the  mother  country.  Colonial 
products  can  now  be  carried  directly  from  the 
islands  to  any  part  of  Europe ;  and  it  may  not  be 
improbable,  considering  our  own  high  duties  oa 
spirits,  that  that  article  may  be  exchanged  here* 
after  by  the  English  West  India  colonies,  directly, 
for  the  timber  and  deals  of  the  Baltic. 

It  may  be  added,  that  Mr.  Lowe,  whom  the 
gentleman  has  cited,  says  that  nobody  supposes 
that  the  three  great  staples  of  English  manufac- 
tures, cotton,  woollen,  and  hardware,  are  benefic- 
ed by  any  existing  protecting  duties ;  and  that 
one  object  of  all  these  protecting  laws  is  osually 
overlooked,  and  that  is,  that  they  have  been  in- 
tended to  reconcile  the  various  interests  to  taxa- 
tion :  the  corn  law,  for  example,  being  designed 
as  some  equivalent  to  the  agricultural  interest  for 
tbe  burden  of  tithes  and  of  poor  rates. 
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Id  fine,  sir,  I  thtok  it  is  dear  that,  if  we  now 
embrace  the  system  of  prohibitions  and  restric- 
tions, we  shall  show  an  affection  for  what  others 
have  discarded,  and  be  attempting  to  ornament 
ourseWes  with  cast-off  apparel. 

Sir,  I  should  not  hare  gone  into  thb  prolix  de- 
tail of  opinions  from  any  consideration  of  their 
special  importance  on  the  present  occasion ;  hot. 
having  happened  to  state  that  such  was  the  actual 
opinion  or  the  Gorernment  of  England  at  the 
present  time,  and  the  accuracy  of  this  representa- 
tion having  been  so  confidently  denied,  I  have 
chosen  to  put  the  matter  beyond  doubt  or  cavil, 
although  at  the  expense  of  these  tedious  citations. 
I  shall  have  occftsioo,  hereafter,  of  referring  more 
particularly  to  sundry  recent  British  enactments, 
Dy  way  of  showing  the  diligence  and  spirit  with 
which  that  Government  strives  to  sustain  its  nav- 
igating interest,  by  opening  the  widest  possible 
range  to  the  enterprise  of  individual  adventurers. 
I  repeat,  that  I  have  not  alluded  to  these  exam- 
ples of  a  foreign  State  as  being  fit  to  control  our 
own  policy.  In  the  general  principle,  I  acqui- 
esce. Protection,  when  carried  to  the  point  which 
is  now  recommended ;  that  is,  to  entire  prohibi- 
tion, seems  to  me,  destructive  of  all  commercial 
intercourse  between  nations.  We  are  urged  to 
adopt  the  system  upon  general  principles;  and 
what  would  be  the  consequence  of  the  universal 
application  of  such  a  general  principle,  but  that 
nations  would  abstain  entirely  irom  all  intercourse 
with  one  another  ?  I  do  not  admit  the  eeneral 
principle;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  freedom  of 
trade  to  be  the  general  principle,  and  restriction 
the  exception.  And  it  is  for  every  State,  taking 
into  view  its  own  condition,  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
prietV}  in  any  case,  of  making  an  exception,  con- 
stantly preferring,  as  I  think  all  wise  Governments 
will,  not  to  depart  without  urgent  reason  from  the 
general  rule. 

There  is  another  point  in  the  existing  policy  of 
England,  to  which  1  would  most  earnestly  invite 
the  attention  of  the  Committee;  I  mean  the  ware- 
house system,  or  what  we  usually  call  the  system 
of  drawback.  Very  great  prejudices  appear  to 
me  to  exist  with  us  on  that  subject.  We  seem 
averse  to  the  extension  of  the  principle.  The 
English  Government,  on  the  contrary,  appear  to 
have  carried  it  to  the  extreme  of  liberality.  They 
have  arrived,  however,  at  their  present  opinions, 
and  present  practice,  by  slow  degrees.  The  tran- 
sit system  was  commenced  about  the  year  1803, 
but  the  first  law  was  partial  and  limited.  It  ad- 
mitted the  importation  of  raw  materials  for  ex- 
portation, but  it  excluded  almost  every  sort  of 
mannfactured  goods.  This  was  done  for  the 
same  reason  that  we  propose  to  prevent  tbe  transit 
of  Canadian  wheat  through  the  United  States-^ 
the  fear  of  aiding  the  competition  of  the  foreign 
article  with  our  own,  in  foreign  markets.  Better 
reflection,  or  more  experience,  has  induced  them 
to  abandon  that  mode  of  reasoning,  and  to  con- 
aider  all  such  means  of  influencing  foreign  marlMts 
as  nugatory;  since,  in  the  present  active  and  en- 
lightened state  of  the  world,  nations  will  supply 
themselves  from  the  best  soureesy  and  the  tnie 


poliqr  of  all  producers,  whether  of  raw  materials, 
or  of  manufactured  articles,  is,  not  vainly  to  en- 
deavor to  keep  other  venders  out  of  the  market, 
but  to  conquer  them  in  it,  by  the  quality  and  the 
cheapness  of  their  articles.  The  present  policy  of 
England,  therefore,  is,  to  allure  the  importation 
of  commodities  into  England,  there  to  be  deposit- 
ed in  English  warehouses,  thence  to  be  exported  in 
assorted  cargoes,  and  thus  enabling  her  to  carry 
on  a  general  export  trade  to  all  quarters  of  the 
globe.  Articles  of  all  kinds,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception of  tek,  may  be  brought  into  England, 
from  any  part  of  the  world,  in  foreign  as  wdl  as 
British  ships,  there  warehoused,  and  again  ex- 
ported, at  the  pleasure  of  the  owner,  without  the 
payment  of  any  duty,  or  Government  charge 
whatever. 

While  I  am  upon  this  subject,  I  would  take 
notice  also  of  the  recent  proposition  in  the  English 
Parliament  to  abolish  the  tax  on  imported  wool; 
and  it  is  observable,  that  those  who  support  this 
proposition  give  the  same  reasons  as  have  been 
offered  here,  within  the  last  week,  against  the  duty 
which  we  propose  on  the  same  article.  They 
say,  that  their  manufacturers  require  a  cheap  and 
coarse  wool,  for  the  supply  of  the  Mediterranean 
and  Levant  trade,  ana  that,  without  a  more  free 
admission  of  the  wool  of  the  Continent,  that  trade 
will  all  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Germans  and 
Italians,  who  will  carry  it  on  through  Leghorn 
and  Trieste.  While  there  is  this  duty  on  foreign 
wool  to  protect  the  wool  growers  of  England, 
there  is  on  the  other  hand  a  prohibition  on  the 
exportatipn  of  the  native  article,  in  aid  of  the 
manufacturers.  The  opinion  seems  to  be  gaining 
strength,  that  the  true  policy  is  to  abolish  both. 

Laws  have  lonj^  existed  in  England,  preventing 
the  emigration  of  artisans,  and  the  exportation  of 
machinerv ;  but  the  policy  of  these,  also,  has  be- 
come doubted,  and  an  inquiry  has  been  instituted 
in  Parliament  into  the  expediency^  of  repealing 
them.  As  to  the  emigration  of  artisans,  say  thoae 
who  disapprove  the  laws,  if  that  were  desirable, 
no  law  could  effect  it ;  and  as  to  the  exportation 
of  machinery,  let  us  fabricate  and  export  it,  as  we 
would  any  other  commodity.  If  France  is  de- 
termined to  spin  and  weave  her  own  cotton,  let 
us,  if  we  may,  still  have  the  benefit  of  furnishing 
the  machinery. 

I  have  stated  these  things,  sir,  to  show  'what 
seems  to  be  the  general  tone  of  thinking  and 
reasoning  on  these  snbjects  in  that  country,  the 
example  of  which  has  been  so  much  pressed  upon 
us.  Whether  the  present  policy  of  England  be 
right  or  wrotfg,  wise  or  unwise,  it  cannot,  as  it 
seems  clearly  to  me,  be  qttoted  as  an  authority  for 
carrying  further  the  restrictive  and  exclusiFe  sys- 
tem, eiuier  in  regard  to  manufacture  or  tn^de. 
To  re-establish  a  sound  currency,  to  meet  at  once 
the  shock,  tremendous  as  it  was,  of  the  fali  of 
prices,  to  enlarge  her  capacitjf  for  foreign  trade, 
to  open  wide  the  field  of  individual  enterprise  a&nd 
competition,  and  to  say,  plainly  and  distinctly, 
that  the  country  must  relieve  itself  from  the  em- 
barimstmenu  which  it  felt,  by  economy,  fnsgaltcy, 
and  i«iiew«d  efforts  of  enterprise ;  these  appear  to 
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be  the  genenl  ontHae  of  the  policy  which  Eng- 
Iiod  has  porsaed. 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  will  say  a  few  words  opon  a 
topic,  but,  for  the  introduction  of  which  into  this 
debate,  I  should  not  have  giren  the  Committee, 
on  this  oceaaioD,  the  trouble  of  hearing  me.  Some 
dsfs  ago,  I  beliere  it  was  when  We  were  settling 
the  controversy  between  the  oil  merchants  and  the 
rillow  ebandlers,  the  Balance  of  Trade  made  its 
appearsDce  in  debate,  and  I  must  confess,  sir,  that 
I  spoke  of  it,  or  rather,  spoke  to  it,  somewhat  free- 
if  and  irreverently.  I  believe  I  used  the  hard 
names  which  have  been  imputed  to  me;  and  I 
did  it  simply  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  spectre, 
and  drivioff  it  back  to  its  tomb.  Certainly,  sir, 
when  I  called  the  old  notion  on  this  subject  non- 
sense, 1  did  not  suppose  that  I  should  offend  any 
one,  unless  the  dead  should  happen  to  hear  me. 
AU  the  Imng  generation,  I  took  It  for  ^nted, 
would  think  the  term  rery  properly  applied.  In 
diis,  however,  I  was  mistaken.  The  dead  and 
the  liTiDg  rise  up  together  to  call  me  to  account, 
and  1  must  defend  myself  as  well  as  I  am  able. 

Let  us  inquire,  then,  sir,  what  is  meant  by  an 
nnfaroreble  balance  of  tnde,  and  what  the  argu- 
ment isL  drawn  from  that  source.  By  an  unfavor- 
able baianee  of  trade,  I  understand,  is  meant  that 
slate  of  things  in  which  importation  exceeds  ex- 
portation. To  apply  it  to  our  own  case,  if  the 
value  of  goods  imported,  exceed  the  value  of  those 
exported,  then  the  balance  of  trade  is  said  to  be 
agaiuiit  us,  inasmueh  as  we  have  run  in  debt  to 
the  amooDt  of  this  difference.  Therefore,  it  is 
aid  that  if  a  nation  continue  long  in  a  com- 
merce like  this,  it  must  be  rendered  absolutely 
bankrupt.  It  is  in  the  condition  of  a  man  that 
bays  more  than  he  sells ;  and  how  can  such  a 
tnific  be  maintained  without  ruin?  Now,  sir, 
the  whole  fallacy-  of  this  argument  consists  in 
sopposiog  that,  whenever  the  value  of  imports  ex- 
ceeds that  of  exports,  a  debt  is  necessarily  created 
to  the  extent  of  the  oifierence :  whereas,  ordinari- 
Ift  tiie  import  is  no  more  than  the  result  of  the 
export,  augmented  in  value  by  the  labor  of  trans- 
porratioB.  The  excess  of  imports  over  exports,  in 
tinih,  usually  shows  the  gains,  not  the  losses,  of 
trade;  or,  in  a  country  that  not  only  buys^nd 
sells  goods,  bat  employs  ships  in  cariying  goods 
also,  ii  sbows  the  profits  ot  conimeree,  and  the 
earoiags  of  oawigation.  Nothing  is  more  certain 
than  that,  in  the  usual  course  of  things,  and  taking 
a  series  of  years  tcM^ether,  the  value  of  our  imports 
is  the  aggregate  of  our  exports  and  our  freights. 
If  the  value  of  commodities,  imported  in  a  given 
case,  m  not  exceed  the  value  of  the  outward 
cargo,  with  which  they  were  purchased,  then  it 
^ouid  be  clear  to  every  man's  common  sense, 
that  the  voyage  had  not  htea  profitable.  If  such 
eoomodities  fell  far  short  in  value  of  the  cost  of 
the  outward  cargo,  then  the  voyage  would  be  a 
very  losing  one;  and  yet  it  would  present  exactly 
^c  state  of  things  which,  accoraing  to  the  no- 
tion of  a  balance  of  trade,  can  alone  indicate  a 
^perovs  commerce.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
tetnm  cargo  were  found  to  be  worth  much  more 
than  the  outward  eaigo,  while  the  merchant. 


baring  paid  for  the  goods  exported,  and  all  the 
expenses  of  the  voyage,  finds  a  handsome  sum  yet 
in  his  hands,  which  he  calls  profits,  the  balance 
of  trade  is  still  against  him,  and  whatever  he  may 
think  of  it.  he  is  in  a  very  bad  way.  Although 
one  indiviaual.  or  all  individuals  gam,  the  nation 
loses;  while  all  its  citizens  grow  rich,  the  coun- 
try grows  poor.  This  is  the  doctrine  of  the  bal- 
ance of  trade.  Allow  me,  sir,  to  give  an  instance 
tending  to  show  how  unaccountably  individuals 
deceive  themselves,  and  imaffine  themselves  to  be 
somewhat  rapidly  mending  their  condition,  while 
they  ouffht  to  be  persuaded  that,  by  that  infallible 
standard,  the  balance  of  trade,  tney  are  on  the 
high  road  to  ruin.  Some  years  ago,  in  better 
times  than  the  present,  a  ship  left  one  of  the 
towns  of  New  ESngland  with  seventy  thousand 
specie  dollars.  She  proceeded  to  Mocha,  on  the 
Red  Sea,  and  there  laid  out  these  dollars  in 
coffee,  druffs,  spices,  &c.  With  this  new  cargo 
she  proceeded  to  Europe;  two-thirds  of  it  were 
sold  in  Holland  for  $130,000,  which  the  ship 
brought  back  and  placed  in  the  same  bank  from 
the  vaults  of  which  she  had  taken  her  original 
outfit.  The  other  third  was  sent  to  the  ports  of 
the  Mediterranean,  and  produced  a  return  of  $25,- 
000  in  specie,  and  $15,000  in  Italian  merchandise. 
These  sums  together  make  $170,000  imported, 
which  is  $100,^  more  than  was  exported,  and 
is,  therefore,  proof  of  an  unfavorable  balance  of 
trade,  to  that  amount,  in  this  adventure.  We 
should  find  no  great  difficulty,  sir,  in  paying  off 
our  balances  if  this  were  the  nature  of  them  ul. 

The  truth  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  all  these  ob- 
solete and  exploded  notions  had  their  orij^in  in 
very  mistaken  ideas  of  the  true  nature  of  com- 
merce. Commerce  is  not  a  gambling  among  na- 
tions for  a  stake,  to  be  won  by  some  and  lost  by 
others.  It  has  not  the  tendency  necessarily  to 
imporerish  one  of  the  parties  to  it,  while  it  en- 
riches the  other ;  all  parties  gain,  all  parties  make 
profits,  all  parties  grow  rich,  by  the  operations  of 
just  and  liberal  commerce.  If  the  world  had  but 
one  clime,  and  but  one  soil ;  if  all  men  had  the 
same  wants  and  the  same  means,  on  the  spot  of 
their  existence,  to  gratify  those  wants :  then,  in- 
deed, what  one  obtained  from  the  other  by  ex- 
change, would  injure  one  party  in  the  same  de- 
gree that  it  benefited  the  other;  then,  indeed, 
there  would  be  some  foundation  for  the  balance 
of  trade.  But  Providence  has  disposed  our  lot 
much  more  kindly.  We  inhabit  a  various  earth. 
We  have  reciprocal  wants,  and  reciprocal  means 
for  gratifying  one  another^s  wants.  This  is  the 
true  origin  of  commerce,  which  is  nothing  more 
than  an  exchange  of  equivalents,  and  from  the 
rude  barter  of  its  primitive  state,  to  the  refined 
and  complex  state  in  which  we  see  it,  its  principle 
is  uniformly  the  same ;  its  only  object  being,  in 
every  stage,  to  produce  that  exchange  of  com- 
modities between  individuals  and  between  na- 
tions, which  shall  conduce  to  the  advantage  and 
to  the  happiness  of  both.  Commerce  between  na- 
tions has  the  same  essential  character  as  com- 
merce between  individuals, 'or  between  parts  of 
the  same  nation.    Cannot  two  individuals  make 
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an  interchange;  of  commodities  which  shall  prove 
beneficial  to  both,  or  in  which  the  balance  of 
trade  shall  be  in  favor  of  both  ?  If  not,  the  tailor 
and  the  shoemaker,  the  farmer  and  the  smith, 
have  hitherto  very  much  misunderstood  their  own 
interest.  And  with  regard  to  the  internal  trade 
of  a  country,  in  which  the  same  rule  would  ap- 
ply as  between  nations,  do  we  ever  speak  of  such 
an  intercourse  being  prejudicial  to  one  side  be- 
cause it  is  useful  to  the  other  ?  Do  we  ever  hear 
that,  because  the  intercourse  between  New  York 
and  Albany  is  advantageous  to  one  of  those 
places,  it  must,  therefore, be  ruinous  to  the  other? 
May  I  be  allowed,  sir,  to  read  a  passage  on  this 
subject  from  the  observations  of  a  gentleman,  in 
my  opinion  one  of  the  most  clear  and  sensible 
writers  and  speakers  of  the  age  upon  subjects  of 
this  sort  ',* 

**  There  it  no  political  question  on  which  the  preva- 
lence of  false  principles  u  so  general,  as  in  what  re- 
lates to  the  nature  of  commerce  and  to  the  pretended 
baltnce  of  trade ;  and  there  are  few  which  have  led 
to  e  greater  number  of  practical  mistakes,  attended 
with  conseqaences  extensively  prejudicial  to  the  hap- 
piness of  mankind.  In  this  country,  our  parliament- 
ary proceedings,  our  public  documents,  and  the  works 
of  several  able  and  popular  writers,  have  combined  to 
propagate  the  impression  that  we  are  indebted  for 
much  of  our  riches  to  what  is  called  the  balance  of 
trade."  '*  Our  true  policy  would  surely  be  to  profess, 
as  the  object  and  guide  of  our  commercial  system,  that 
which  every  man  who  has  studied  the  subject  must  know 
to  be  the  true  principle  ef  commerce,  the  interchange  of 
reciprocal  and  equivalent  benefit.  We  may  rest  as- 
sured that  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  commerce  to  enrich 
one  party  at  the  expense  of  the  other.  This  is  a  pur- 
pose at  which,  if  it  were  practicable,  we  ought  not  to 
aim ;  and  which,  if  we  aimed  at,  we  could  not  accom- 
plish." 

.  These  remarks,  I  believe,  sir,  were  written  some 
ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  They  are  in  perfect  ac- 
cordance with  the  opinions  advanced  in  more 
elaborate  treatises,  and  now  that  the  world  has  re- 
turned to  a  state  of  peace,  and  commerce  has  re- 
sumed its  natural  channels,  and  difierent  nations 
are  enjoying,  or  seeking  to  enjoy,  their  respective 
portions  of  it,  all  see  the  justness  of  these  ideas; 
all  see,  that,  in  this  day  of  knowledge  and  of 
peace,  there  can  be  no  commerce  between  nations 
out  that  which  shall  benefit  all  who  are  parties 
to  it. 

If  it  were  necessary,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  might 
ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  recur  to  a 
document  before  us,  on  this  subject,  of  the  balance 
of  trade.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  ac- 
counts, that,  in  the  course  of  the  last  year,  onr 
total  export  to  Holland  exceeded  two  millions  and 
a  half;  our  total  import  from  the  same  country 
was  but  9700.000.  Now  can  any  man  be  wild 
enough  to  make  any  inference  from  this  of  the 
gain  or  loss  of  our  trade  with  Holland  for  that 
year  1  Our  trade  with  Russia  for  the  same  year 
produced  a  balance  the  other  way ;  our  import  be- 
ing two  millions,  and  our  export  being  but  half  a 

•  Mr.  HoskiMon,  President  of  the  English  Board  of 
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million.  But  this  has  no  more  tendency  to  show 
the  Russian  trade  a  losing  trade,  than  the  other 
statement  has  to  show  that  the  Dutch  trade  has 
<been  a  gainful  one.  Neither  of  them,  by  itself, 
proves  any  thing. 

Springing  out  of  this  notion  of  a  balance  of 
trade,  there  oas  been  another  idea,  which  has  been 
much  dwelt  upon  in  the  course  of  this  debate ; 
that  is,  that  we  ought  not  to  buy  of  nations  who 
do  not  buy  of  us ;  for  example,  that  the  Russian 
trade  is  a  trade  disadvantageous  to  the  country, 
and  ought  to  be  discouraged,  because,  in  the  poru 
of  Russia,  we  buy  more  than  we  sell.    Now  allow 
me  to  observe,  in  the  first  place,  sir,  that  we  have 
no  account  showing  how  much  we  do  sell  in  the 
ports  of  Russia.    Our  official  returns  show  as 
only  what  is  the  amount  of  oor  direct  exports  to 
her  ports.    But  then  we  all  know  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  other  of  our  exports  go  to  the  same  mar- 
ket, though  indirectly.    We  send  our  own  pro- 
ducts, for  example,  to  Cuba,  or  to  Brazil;  we 
there  exchange  them  for  the  sugar  and  the  coffee 
of  those  countries,  and  these  articles  we  carry  to 
St.  Petersburg,  and  there  sell  them.    Again ;  our 
exports  to  Holland  and  Hamburg  are  connected 
directly  or  indirectly  with  oar  imports  frooi  Rus- 
sia.   What  difference  does  it  make,  in  sense  or 
reason,  whether  a  cargo  of  iron  be  bouf  ht  at  Sl 
Petersburg  bv  the  exchange  of  a  cargo  of  tobacco, 
or  whether  tne  tobacco  has  been  sold  on  the  way, 
in  a  better  market,  in  a  port  of  Holland,  the  money 
remitted  to  England,  and  the  iron  paid  for  by  a 
bill  on  London  f   There  might  indeed  have  been 
an  augmented  freight,  there  misht  have  been 
some  saving  of  commissions,  if  tobacco  had  been 
in  brisk  demand  in  the  Russian  market.    Bot 
still  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  whole  Toy- 
age  may  not  have  been  highly  profitable.     That 
depends  upon  the  original  cost  of  the  article  here, 
the  amount  of  freight  and  insurance  to  Holland, 
the  price  obtained  there,  the  rate  of  exchange  be- 
tween Holland  and  England ;  the  expense,  then, 
of  proceeding  to  St  Petersburg,  the  price  of  iron 
there,  the  rate  of  exchange  Mtween  that  place 
and  England,  the  amoant  of  freight  and  insurance 
home,  and,  finally,  the  value  of  the  irou,  when 
brought  to  our  own  market    These  are  the  cal- 
culations which  determine  the  fortune  of  the  ad- 
venture; and  nothing  can  be  judged  of  it,  one 
way  or  the  other,  by  the  relative  state  of  our 
imports  or  exports  with  Holland,  England,  or 
Russia. 

I  would  not  be  understood  to  deny  that  it  may 
often  be  our  interest  to  cultivate  a  trade  with 
countries  that  most  require  such  commodities  as 
we  can  furnish,  and  which  are  capable  also  of 
directly  supplying  our  own  wants.  This  is  the 
simplest  and  most  original  form  of  all  commerce, 
and  is^  no  doubt^  highly  beneficial.  Aad  some 
countries  are  so  situated,  doubtless,  that  commerce 
in  this  original  form,  or  something  near  it,  may 
be  all  that  they  can,  without  considerable  incoik- 
venience,  carry  on.  Our  trade,  for  example,  wri th 
Madeira  aad  the  Western  Islands,  has  been  usen 
ful  to  the  country  as  furnishing  a  demand  for  some 
portion  of  onr  agricoltoral  products,  which  prob^ 
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ably  could  uot  bare  been  boaght,  had  we  not 
receifed  their  products  in  retaro.  Countries  sit- 
uated stiil  further  from  the  great  marts  and  high- 
ways of  the  commercial  world,  may  afford  stilf 
stronger  instances  of  the  necessity  and  utility  of 
eoodueting  commerce  on  the  original  principle  of 
barter,  without  much  assistance  from  the  opera- 
tions of  credit  and  exchange.  All  I  would  be 
oaderstood  to  sajTy  is,  that  it  by  no  means  follows 
that  that  must  be  a  losing  trade  with  any  conn- 
try,  from  which  we  receive  more  of  her  products 
than  she  receives  of  ours.  And  since  I  was  sup- 
posed the  other  day,  in  speaking  upon  this  sub- 
ject, to  have  advanced  opinions  which  not  only 
tbb  country  ought  to  reject,  but  which  also  other 
eoDBtries,  and  those  the  most  distinguished  for 
skill  and  success  in  commercial  intercourse,  do 
reject,  I  will  ask  leave  to  refer  ag[ain  to  the  dis- 
eossioD  which  I  first  mentioned^  in  the  English 
Parliament,  relative  to  the  foreign  trade  of  that 
country. 

**With  tegud  (says  the  mover  of  the  proposi- 
tiM*)  to  the  srgnneot  employed  against  renewing 
ow  iattreoarae  with  the  north  of  Borope^-naoiely, 
tliti  thoM  who  aappKed  as  with  timber  from  that  quar- 
ter vonJd  not  receive  British  mannfiietures  in  return, 
it  ippnred  to  him  futile  and  Itagioanded.  If  they 
did  not  send  direct  for  oar  manufiicturee  at  home, 
t&eyvoiikl  tend  far  tbem  to  Leipoie,and  other  fairs  of 
Gennany.  Were  not  the  Rus^an  and  Polish  mer- 
chtQtt  parcbaseis  there  to  a  great  amount  ?  Bat  he 
would  Mver  admit  the  principle  that  a  trade  was  not 
profitable,  becaoee  we  were  obliged  to  carry  it  on  with 
the  predoos  metaje,  or  that  we  ought  to  renounce  it, 
bteause  oor  manufactures  were  not  received  by  the 
forngn  ostion,  in  return  for  its  produce.  Whatever 
ve  recelTed  must  be  paid  for  in  the  produce  of  our 
lAnd  and  labor,  directly  or  circnitously,  and  he  was 
giad  to  bftTe  the  noble  Earl'sf  marked  concurrence  in 
tbis  principle.'' 

Referring  ourselves  again,  sir,  to  the  analo- 
gies of  common  life — no  one  would  say  that  a 
hrmer  or  a  mechanic  should  buy  only  where  he 
can  do  so  by  the  exchange  of  his  own  produce,  or 
hh  own  manufacture.  Such  exchange  may  be 
often  convenient ;  and,  on  the  other  hand»  the 
ca&b  purchase  may  be  often  more  convenient.  It 
IS  the  same  in  the  intercourse  of  nations.  Indeed, 
Mr.  Speaker  has  placed  this  argument  on  very 
clear  grounds.  It  has  been  said;  m  the  early  part 
of  tbe  debate,  that  if  we  cease  to  import  English 
cotton  fabrics,  England  would  no  longer  continue 
to  porchase  our  cotton.  To  this,  Mr.  Speaker  has 
replied,  with  great  force  and  justice,  that  as  she 
must  1^76  cotton  in  large  Quantities,  she  will  buy 
the  article  where  she  can  nod  it  best  and  cheap^ 
est;  aod  that  it  would  be  quite  ridiculous  in  her, 
ouQafacturing  as  she  still  would  be,  for  her  own 
Tas(  consumption,  and  the  consumption  of  mil- 
lions in  other  countries,  to  reject  our  uplands, 
because  we  had  learned  to  manufacture  a  part  of 
tliein  for  ourselves.  And  would  it  not  be  equally 
ridiculous  in  us,  if  the  commodities  of  Russia 
vae  both  cheaper  and  better  suited  to  our  wants 
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than  could  be  found  elsewhere,  to  abstain  from 
commerce  with  her,  because  she  will  not  receive 
in  return  other  commodities  which  we  have  to  sell, 
but  which  she  has  no  occasion  to  buy  ? 

Intimately  connected,  sir,  with  this  topic,  is 
another,  which  has  been  brought  into  the  debate ; 
I  mean  the  evil  so  much  complained  of-— the 
exportation  of  specie.  We  hear  gentlemen  im- 
puting the  loss  of  market  at  home  to  a  want  of 
money,  and  thb  want  of  money  to  the  exportation 
of  the  precious  metals.  We  near  the  India  and 
China  trade  denounced  as  a  commerce  conducted 
on  our  side,  in  a  great  measure,  with  gold  and 
silver.  These  opinions,  sir,  are  clearly  void  of  all 
just  foundation,  and  we  cannot  too  soon  get  rid 
of  them.  There  are  no  shallower  reasoners  than 
those  political  and  commercial  writers  who  would 
represent  it  to  be  the  only  true  and  gainful  end  of 
commerce,  to  accumulate  the  precious  metals, 
These  are  articles  of  use.  and  articles  of  merchan- 
dise, with  this  additional  circumstance  belonging 
to  them,  that  they  are  made,  by  the  general  con- 
sent of  nations,  the  standard  by  which  the  value 
of  all  other  merchandise  is  to  be  estimated.  In  re- 
sard  to  weights  and  measures,  something  drawn 
from  external  nature  is  made  a  common  standard, 
for  the  purposes  of  general  convenience ;  and  this 
is  precisely  the  office  performed  by  the  precious 
metals,  i|i  addition  to  those  uses  to  which,  as 
metals,  they  are  capable  of  being  applied.  There 
may  be  of  these  too  much  or  too  little,  in  a  coun- 
try, at  a  particular  time,  as  there  may  be  of  any 
other  articles.  When  the  market  is  overstocked 
with  them,  as  itoften  is,  their  exportation  becomes 
as  proper  and  as  useful  as  that  of  other  commodi* 
ties,  under  similar  circumstances.  We  need  no 
more  repine,  when  the  dollars,  which  have  been 
brought  here  from  South  America,  are  despatched  < 
toother  countries,  than  when  coffee  and  sugar 
take  the  same  direction.  We  often  deceive  our- 
selves by'attributing  to  a  scarcity  of  money,  that 
which  is  the  result  of  other  causes.  In  the  course 
of  this  debate,  the  honorable  member  from  Penn- 
sylvania  has  represented  the  country  as  full  of 
every  thing  but  money.  But  this  I  take  to  be  a 
mistake.  The  agricultural  products,  so  abundant 
in  Pennsylvania,  will  not,  he  says,  sell  for  money ; 
but  they  will  sell  for  money  as  quick  as  for  any 
other  article  which  happens  to  be  in  demand. 
Thev  will  sell  for  money,  for  example,  as  easily 
as  for  coffee,  or  for  tea,  at  the  prices  whicn 
properly  belong  to  those  articles.  The  mistake 
lies  in  imputing  that  to  want  of  money,  which 
arises  from  want  of  demand.  Men  do  not  buy 
wheat  becau^  they  have  money,  but  because  they 
want  wheat.  To  decide  whether  money  be  plenty 
or  not.  that  is,  whether  there  be  a  large  portion  of 
capital  unemployed  or  not,  when  the  currency  of 
a  country  is  metallic,  we  must  look,  not  only  to 
the  prices  of  commodities,  but  also  to  the  rate  of 
interest.  A  low  rate  of  interest,  a  facility  of  ob- 
taining money  on  loans,  a  disposition  to  invest  in 
permanent  stocks,  all  of  which  are  proofs  that 
money  is  plenty,  may  nevertheless  often  denote  a 
state  not  of  the  highest  prosperity.  They  may, 
and  often  do,  show  a  want  of  employment  for 
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capital;  and  the  aecomuLation  of  specie  shows 
the  same  thin§r.  We  have  oo  occasion  for  the 
precious  metals  as  money,  except  for  the  purposes 
of  circulation,  or  rather  of  sustaining  a  safe  paper 
circulation.  And  whenever  there  be  a  prospect 
of  a  profitable  investment  abroad,  all  the  gold  and 
silver,  except  what  these  purposes  require,  will  be 
exported.  For  the  same  reason,  if  a  demand  ex- 
ist abroad  for  sugar  and  coffe^,  whatever  amount 
of  those  articles  might  exist  in  the  country  beyond 
the  wants  of  its  own  consumption,  would  be  sent 
abroad  to  meet  the  demand.  Besides,  sir,  how 
could  it  ever  occur  to  any  body  that  we  should 
continue  to  export  gold  and  silver,  if  we  did  not 
continue  to  import  them  also  ?  If  a  vessel  take 
our  own  products  to  the  Havana  or  elsewhere, 
exchange  them  for  dollars,  proceed  to  China,  ex* 
change  them  for  silks  and  teas,  bring  these  last  to 
the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean,  sell  them  there  for 
dollars,  and  return  to  the  United  States;  this 
would  be  a  voyage  resulting  in  the  importation  of 
the  precious  metals.  But  if  she  bad  returned  from 
Cum,  and  the  dollars  obtained  there  had  been 
shipped  direct  fi'om  the  United  States  to  China, 
the  China  goods soldin  Holland,  and  the  nroceeds 
brought  home  in  the  hemp  and  iron  or  Russia, 
this  would  be  a  voyage  in  which  they  were  ex* 
ported.  Yet  every  body  sees  that  both  might  be 
equally  beneficial  to  the  individuals  and  to  the 

Eublic.  I  believe,  sir,  tha^  in  point  of  fact, -we 
ave  enjoyed  great  benefit  in  our  trade  with  India 
and  China,  from  the  liberty  of  going  from  place 
to  place  all  over  the  world,  without  Ming  obliged 
in  the  mean  time  to  return  home — a  liberty  not 
heretofore  enjoyed- by  the  private  traders  of  Eng- 
land in  regard  to  India  and  China.  Suppose  the 
American  ship  to  be  at  Brazil,  for  example,  she 
could  proceed  with  bet  dollars  direct  to  India,  and 
in  return  could  distribute  her  cargo  in  all  the  va- 
rious ports  of  Europe  or  America :  while  an  Eng- 
lish ship,  if  a  private  trader,  being  at  Brazil,  must 
first  return  to  England,  and  then  could  only  pro- 
ceed in  the  direct  line  from  England  to  India. 
This  advantage  our  countrymen  have  not  been 
backward  to  improve ;  and  in  the  debate  to  which 
I  have  already  so  often  r^erred,  it  was  stated,  not 
without  some  corn-plaint  of  the  inconvenience  of 
exclusion,  and  the  natural  sluggishness  of  monop- 
oly^ that  American  ships  were  at  that  moment 
fitting  out  in  the  Thames,  to  supply  France,  Hol- 
land, and  other  countries  on  the  Continent,  with 
tea ;  while  the  East  India  Company  would  not 
do  this  of  themselves,  nor  allow  any  of  their  fellow 
countrymen  to  do  it  for  them. 

There  is  yet  another  subject,  Mr.  Chairman, 
ui>on  which  I  would  wish  to  say  something,  if  I 
might  presume  u[x>n  the  continued  patience  of 
the  Committee.  We  hear,  sometimes,  in  the 
House,  and  coiitinually  out  of  it,  of  the  rate  of 
exchange,  as  being  one  proof  that  we  are  on  the 
downward  road  to  ruin.  Mr.  Speaker  himself 
has  adverted  to  that  topic,  and  I  am  afraid  that 
his  authority  may  give  credit  to  opinions  clearly 
unfounded,  and  which  lead  to  very  false  and  erro- 
neous conclusions.  Sir,  let  us  see  what  the  facts 
are«    Elchtnge  on  England  has  recently  risen 


one  or  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  partly  owing, 
perhaps,  to  the  introduction  of  this  bill  into  Con- 
gress.   Before  this  recent  rise,  and  for  the  last  six 
months,  I  understand  its  average  may  have  been 
about  seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  advance.   Now, 
supposing  this  to  be  the  real^  and  not  merely,  as 
it  IS,  the  nominal  par  of  exchange  between  us  nnd 
England,  what  would  it  prove?    Notbmg,  ex- 
cept that  funds  were  wanted,  in  EngUnd,  for 
commercial  operations,  to  be  carried  oo  either  in 
England  or  elsewhere.    It  would  not  necessarily 
show  that  we  were  indebted  to  England ;  for,  if 
we  had  occasion  to  pay  debts  in  Russia  or  Hol- 
land, funds  in  Enfflano  would  naturally  enough 
be  required  for  soeh  a  purpose.    And  even  if  it 
did  prove  that  a  balance  was  due  England,  at  the 
moment,  it  would  have  no  tendency  to  expUin  to 
us  whether  our  icommerce  with  England  had  been 
profitable  or  unprofitable.    But  it  is  not  true,  in 
point  of  fact,  that  the  real  price  of  exchange  is 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  advance,  nor,  indeed, 
that  there  is,  at  the  present  moment,  any  advance 
at  all.    That  is  to  say,  it  is  not  uue  that  mer- 
chants will  give  such  an  advance,  or  any  advance, 
for  mon^  in  England,  more  than  ihey  would  give 
for  the  same  amount,  in  the  same  currency,  here. 
It  will  strike  every  on^,  whoTeflects  upon  it,  that, 
if  there  were  a  real  difference  of  seven  and  a  half 
per  cent,  money  would  be  immediately  shipped  to 
kngland ;  because  the  expense  of  transportation 
would  be  far  less  than  that  difierence;  or  commo- 
dities of  trade  would' be  shipped  to  Europe,  and 
the  proceeds  remitted  to  England.     If  it  could  so 
happen  that  American  merchants  should  be  wil- 
ling to  pay  ten  per  cent,  premium  for  money  in 
England,  or,  in  other  words,  that  a  real  difference 
to  that  amount,  in  the  exchange,  should  exist,  its 
effects  would  be  immediately  seen  in  new  ship- 
ments of  our  own  commodities  to  Europe,  be- 
cause this  state  of  things  would  create  new  mo- 
tives.   A  cargo  of  tobacco,  for  example,  migbt 
sell  at  Amsterdam  for  the  same  price  as  before; 
but  if  its  proceeds,  when  remitted  to  London,  were 
advanced,  as  they  would  be  in  such  case,  ten  per 
cent,  by  the  state  of  exchange,  this  would  be  so 
much  added  to  the  price,  and  would  operate,  there- 
fore, as  a  motive  for'  the  exportation  ;  and  in  this 
way  national  balances  are,  and  always  will  be, 
adjusted. 

To  form  any  accurate  idea  of  the  true  state  of 
exchange  between  two  countries,  we  must  look  at 
their  currencies,  and  compare  the  quantities  of 
gold  and  silver  which  they  may  respectively  rep- 
resent. This  usually  explains  the  state  of  the  ex- 
changes; and  this  will  satisfactorily  account  for 
the  apparent  advance,  now  existing,  on  bills  drawn 
on  Eogland.  The  English  standard  of  value  is 
gold ;  with  us,  that  omce  is  performed  by  gold, 
and  by  silver  also^  at  a  fixed  relation  to  each 
other.  But  our  estimate  of  silver  is  rather  higher, 
in  proportion  to  gold,  than  most  nations  give  it ; 
it  is  higher,  especially,  than  in  England,  at  the 
present  moment.  The  consequence  is,  that  silver, 
which  remains  a  lesal  currency  with  us,  stays 
here,  while  the  gold  has  gone  abroad ;  verifying 
the  uaiversal  truth,  that,  if  two  curreDcies  be  at 
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lowed  to  exist,  of  different  valaes,  that  which  is 
cireapest  will  fill  up  the  whole  circulation.  For 
as  mach  gold  as  will  snffiee  to  pay  here  a  debt  of 
a  giren  amount,  W9  can  buy  in  England  more 
siirer  than  would  be  necessary  to  pay  the  same 
debt  here ;  and  from  this  difference  in  the  value 
of  silver  arises  wholly,  or  in  a  great  measure,  the 
present  apparent  difference  in  exchange.  Spanish 
dollars  sell  now,  in  England,  for  four  shillings 
and  nine  pence  stertinf  per  ounce ;  eqaal  to  one 
dollar  and  six  cents.  By  our  standard,  the  same 
oQDce  is  worth  one  dollar  and  sixteen  cents ;  being 
a  diffi^rence  of  about  nine  per  cent.  The  true  par 
of  exchange,  therefore,  is  nine  per  cent,  u  a 
merchant  here  pay  one  hundred  Spanish  dollars 
for  a  bill  on  England,  at  nominal  par,  in  sterling 
money,  that  is,  for  a  bill  for  £2^  10s.,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  this  mil,  when  paid  in  England,  in  the 
legal  carreneyf  will  there  purchase,  at  thej^resent 
price  of  silver,  one  hundred  and  nine  Spanish 
dollars.  Therefore,  if  the  nominal  advance  on 
Bogltsh  bills  do  not  exceed  nine  per  cent.,  the 
real  exchange  is  not  against  this  country ;  in  other 
words,  it  does  not  show  that  there  is  any  pre»ing 
or  particular  oeeasion  for  the  remittance  of  funds 
to  Eodand. 

As  little  can  be  inferred  from  the  occasional 
transfer  of  United  States  stock  to  England.  Con- 
sidering the  interest  paid  on  our  stocks,  the  entire 
stability  of  our  credit,  and  the  accumulation  of 
capital  in  England,  it  is  not  at  all  wonderful  that 
iavestments  should  occasionally  be  made  in  our 
foods.  As  a  sort  of  countervailing  fact,  it  may 
be  stated  that  English  stocks  are  now  actually 
bolden  in  this  country,  though  probably  not  to 
anv  coDsiderable  amount. 

1  will  DOW  proceed,  sir,  to  state  .^me  objections 
which  I  feel,  of  a  more  gene^l  nature,  to  the 
coarse  of  Mr.  Speaker's  observations. 

He  seems  to  me  to  argue  the  question  as  if  all 
domestic  indi»tiy  were  confined  to  the  production 
of  maaulketsred  articles ;  as  if  the  emplovment 
of  oar  own  capital,  and  our  own  labor,  in  the 
oeenpations  of  commerce  and  navigation,  were  not 
ss  emphatically  domestic  industry  as  any  other 
occupatioB.  Some  other  gentlemen,  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  have  spoken  of  the  price  paid  for 
every  foreign  manufactured  article,  as  so  much 
given  for  the  encouragement  of  foreign  labor,  to 
the  prejodiee  of  our  own.  But  is  not  every  such 
article  the  product  of  our  own  labor  as  truly  as  if 
we  had  maoafactured  it  ourselves?  Our  lafclor  has 
earned  it,  and  paid  the  price  for  it.  It  is  so  much 
added  to  the  stock  of  national  wealth.  If  the 
oonunodity  were  dollars,  nobody  would  doubt  the 
tmth  of  this  remark  :  and  it  is  precisely  as  correct 
in  iu  application  to  any  other  commodity  as  to 
sUver.  One  man  makes  a  yard  of  cloth  at  home ; 
soother  raises  agricultural  products,  and  buys  a 
yard  of  imported  cloth.  Both  these  are  equally 
the  earnings  of  domestic  industry,  and  the  only 
questions  that  arise  in  the  case  are  two :  the  first 
is,  which  is  the  best  mode,  under  ail  the  circum- 
stances, of  obtaining  the  article ;  the  second  is, 
how  far  this  fktux  question  b  proper  to  be  decided 
by  Government,  and  how  far  it  is  proper  to  be  left 


to  individual  discretion.  There  is  no  foundation 
for  the  distinction  which  attributes  to  certain  em- 
ployments the  peculiar  appellation  of  American 
industry;  and  it  is,  is  my  jud|;ment,  extremely 
unwise,  to  attempt  such  discriminations.  We  are 
asked,  what  nations  have  ever  attained  eminent 
prosperity  without  encouraging  manufactures?  I 
may  ask^  what  nation  ever  reached  the  like  pros- 
perity without  promoting  foreign  trade  ?  I  regard 
these  interests  as  closely  connected,  and  am  of 
opinion  that  it  should  be  our  aim  to  cause  them 
to  flourish  together.  I  know  it  would  be  very  easy 
to  promote  manufactures,  at  least  for  a  time,  but 
probably  only  for  a  short  time,  if  we  mi^ht  act  in 
disregard  of  other  interests.  We  coula  cause  a 
sudden  transfer  of  capital,  and  a  violent  change  in 
the  pursuits  of  men.  We  could  exceedingly  benefit 
some  classes  by  these  means.  But  what,  then, 
becomes  of  the  interests  of  others  ?  The  power 
of  collecting  revenue  by  duties  on  imports,  and 
the  habit  of  the  Qovernment  of  collecting  almost 
its  whole  revenue  in  that  mode,  will  enable  us, 
without  exceeding  the  bounds  of  moderation,  to 
^tye  great  advantages  to  those  classes  of  manu- 
lactures  which  we  may  think  most  useful  to  pro- 
mote at  home.  What  I  object  to  is  the  immode- 
rate use  of  the  power — exclusions  and  prohibi- 
tions ;  all  of  whichj  as  I  think^  not  only  interrupt 
the  pursuits  of  individnals,  with  great  injury  to 
themselves,  and  little  or  no  benefit  to  the  country, 
but  also  often  divert  t)ur  own  labor,  or,  as  it  may 
very  properly  be  called,  our  own  domestic  indus- 
try, from  those  occupations  in  which  it  is  well 
employed  and  well  paid,  to  others,  in  which  it 
will  be  worse  employed,  and  worse  paid.  For 
my  part,  I  see  very  little  relief  to  those  who  are 
likely  to  be  deprived  of  their  employments,  or  who 
find  the  prices  of  the  commodities  which  they 
need,  raised,  in  any  of  the  al|ernatives  which  Mr. 
Speaker  has  presented.  It  is  nothing  to  say  that 
they  may.  if  they  choose,  continue  to  buy  the  for- 
eign article ;  the  answer  is,  the  price  is  augmented : 
nor  that  they  may  use  the  domestic  article  \  the 
price  of  that  also  is  increased.  Nor  can  they  sup- 
ply themselves  by  the  substitution  of  their  own 
hibric.  How  can  the  agriculturist  make  his  own 
iron  ?  How  can  the  ship  owner  grow  his  own 
hemp  ? 

Bot  f  have  yet  a  stronger  objection  to  the  course 
of  Mr.  Speaker's  reasoning;  which  is,  that  he 
leaves  out  of  the  case  all  that  nas  been  already  done 
for  the  protection  of  manufactures,  and  argues 
ths  question  as  if  those  interests  were  now,  for  the 
first  time,  to  receive  aid  from  duties  on  imports. 
1  can  hardly  express  the  surprise  I  feel  that  Mr. 
Speaker  should  M\  into  the  common  modes  of 
expression  used  elsewhere,  and  ask  if  we  will  give 
our  manufoctures  no  protection.  Sir,  look  to  the 
history  of  our  laws ;  look  to  the  present  state  of 
our  laws.  Consider  that  our  whole  revenue,  with 
a  trifling  exception,  is  collected  at  the  custom- 
house^ and  always  has  been ;  and  then  say  what 
propriety  there  is  in  calling  on  the  Qovernment 
for  protection,  as  if  no  protection  had  heretofore 
been  afforded.  The  real  question  before  us,  in 
regard  to  all  the  important  clauses  of  the  bill,  is 


2055 


HISTORY  OF  GONaKBSS. 


2056 


H.  OP  R. 


The  Tariff  B4iL 


April,  1824^ 


not  whether  we  will  lay  duties,  but  whether  we 
will  augment  duties.  The  demand  is  for  something 
more  than  exists,  and  yet  it  is  pressed  as  if  ooth* 
iug  existed.  It  is  wholly  forgotten  that  iron  and 
hemp,  for  example,  already  pay  a  Tery  heary  and 
burdensome  duty ;  and,  in  short,  from  the  general 
tenor  of  Mr.  Speaker's  observations,  one  would 
infer  that,  hitherto,  we  had  rather  taxed  our  own 
manufactures  than  fostered  them  by  taxes  on  those 
of  other  countries.  We  hear  of  the  fatal  policy 
of  the  uriff  of  1816;  and  yet  the  law  of  1816  was 
passed  avowedly  for  the  benefit  of  manufacturers, 
and,  with  very  few  exceptions,  imposed  on  im- 
ported articles  very  great  additions  of  ta;^ ;  in 
some  important  instances,  indeed,  amounting  to  a 
prohibition. 

Sir,  on  this  subject  it  becomes  us  at  least  to 
understand  the  real  posture  of  the  question.  Let 
us  not  suppose  that  we  are  beginning  the  protec- 
tion of  manufactures,  by  duties  on  imports.  What 
we  are  asked  to  do  is,  to  render  those  duties  much 
higher,  and  therefore,  instead  of  dealing  in  (gen- 
eral commendations  of  the  benefits  of  protection, 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  I  think,  are  bound  to  make 
out  a  fair  case  for  each  of  the  manufactures  which 
they  propose  to  benefit.  The  Government  has 
already  done  much  for  their  protection,  and  it 
ought  to  be  presumed  to  have  dono  enough,  un- 
less it  should  be  shown,  by  the  facts  and  consid- 
erations applicable  to  each,  that  there  is  a  neces- 
sity for  doing  more. 

On  the  general  question,  sir,  allow  me  to  ask 
if  the  doctrine  of  prohibition,  as  a  general  doc- 
trine, be  not  preposterous  1  Suppose  all  nations 
to  act  upon  it;  they  would  be  prosperous,  then, 
according  to  the  argument,  precisely  in  the  pro- 
portion m  which  they  abolished  intercourse  with 
one  another.  The  less  of  mutual  commerce  the 
better,  upon  this  hypothesis.  Protection  and  en- 
couragement mav  be,  and  are,  doubtless,  some- 
times, wise  and  oeneficial,  if  kept  within  proper 
limits;  but,  when  carried  to  an  extravagant  height, 
or  the  point  of  prohibition,  the  absurd  character 
of  the  system  manifests  itself.  Mr.  Speaker  has 
referred  to  the  late  Emperor  Napoleop,  as  having 
attempted  to  naturalize  the  manufacture  of  cotton 
in  France.  He  did  not  cite  a  more  extravagant 
part  of  the  projects  of  that  ruler,  that  is,  his  at- 
tempt to  naturalize  the  growth  of  that  plant  itself 
in  France;  whereas,  we  have  understood  that 
considerable  districts  in  the  south  of  France,  and 
in  Italy,  of  rich  and  productive  lands,  were  at  one 
time  withdrawn  from  profitable  uses,  and  devoted 
to  raising,  at  great  expense,  a  little  bad  cotton. 
Nor  have  we  l^en  referred  to  the  attempts,  under 
the  same  system,  to  make  sugar  and  cofiee  from 
common  culinary  vegetables;  attempts  which 
served  to  fill  the  print  shops  of  Europe,  and  to 
show  us  how  easy  is  the  transition  from  what 
some  think  sublime,  to  that  which  all  admit  to  be 
ridiculous.  The  folly  of  some  of  these  projects 
has  not  been  surpassed,  nor  hardly  equalled,  un- 
less it  be  by  the  philosopher  in  one  of  the  satires 
of  Swift,  who  so  long  lai)ored  to  extract  sunbeams 
from  cucumbers. 
The  ppverty  and  unhappiness  of  Spain  have 


been  attributed  to  the  want  of  protection  to  her 
own  industry.  If  by  this  it  be  meant  that  the 
poverty  of  Spain  is  owing  to  bad  Government 
and  bad  laws,  the  remark  is,  in  a  great  measure, 
just.  But  these  very  laws  are  bad  because  they 
are  restrictive,  partial,  and  prohibiiorv.  If  pro- 
hibition were  protection,  Spain  would  seem  to 
have  had  enough  of  it.  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
barbarous  rigidity  of  her  colonial  system,  or  the 
folly  of  her  earlv  commercial  regulations.  Unen- 
lightened and  oigoted  legislation,  the  multitude 
of  holidays,  miserable  roads,  monopolies  on  the 
part  of  Government,  restrictive  laws,  that  ought 
tonff  since  to  have  been  abrogated,  are  generaBy, 
and  I  believe  truly,  reckoned  the  principal  causes 
of  the  bad  state  of  the  productive  industry  of 
Spain.  Any  partial  improvement  in  condition, 
or  increase  of  her  prosperity,  has  been,  in  all  cases, 
the  result  of  relaxation,  and  the  abolition  of  what 
was  intended  for  favor  and  protection. 

In  short,  sir,  the  general  sense  of  this  age  sets, 
with  a  strong  current,  in  favor  of  freedom  of  com- 
mercial intercourse,  and  unrestrained  individual 
action.  Men  yield  up  their  notions  of  monopoly 
and  restriction,  as  thev  yield  up  other  prejudices, 
slowly  and  reluctantly;  but  they  cannot  wiUi- 
stand  the  general  tide  of  opinion. 

Let  me  now  ask,  sir,  what  rdief  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  some  of  those  great  and  essential  interests 
of  the  country,  the  condition  of  which  has  been 
referred  to  as  proof  of  national  distress;  and 
which  condition,  although  1  do  not  think  it  makes 
out  a  case  of  distress,  yet  does  indicate  depression. 

And  first,  as  to  our  foreign  trade.   The  Speaker 
has  stated  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  fall- 
ing ofi"  in  the  tonnase  employed  in  that  trade. 
This  is  true,  lamentably  true.    In  my  opinion,  it 
is  one  of  those  occurrences  which  ought  to  arrest 
our  immediate,  our  deep,  our  most  earnest  atten- 
tion.   What  does  this  bill  propose  for  its  relief  1 
Sir,  it  proposes  nothing  but  new  burdens.    It  pro- 
poses to  diminish  its  employment,  and  it  proposes, 
at  the  same  time,  to  augment  its  expense,  by  sub- 
jecting it  to  heavier  taxation*    Sir,  there  is  no 
interest,  in  regard  to  which  a  stronger  case  for 
protection  can  be  made  out,  than  the  navigating 
interest.    Whether  we  look  at  its  present  condi- 
tion, which  is  admitted  to  be  depressed  ;  the  num- 
ber of  persons  connected  with  it,  and  dependent 
upon  it  for  their  daily  bread ;  or  its  importance 
to  the  country  in  a  political  point  of  view,  it  has 
claims  upon  our  attention  which  cannot  be  ex- 
ceeded.   But  what  do  we  propose  to  do  for  it  ?    I 
repeat,  sir,  simply  to  burden  and  to  tax  it.    By  a 
statement  which  I  have  already  submitted  to  the 
Committee,  it  appears  that  the  shipping  interest 
pays^  annually,  more  than  half  a  million  of  dol- 
lars m  duties  on  articles  used  in  the  constructioa 
of  ships.     We  propose  to  add  nearly,  or  quite, 
fifty  per  cent,  to  this  amount,  at  the  very  moment 
that  we  bring  forth  the  languishing  state  of  this 
interest,  as  a  proof  of  national  distress.     Let  it 
be  remembered  that  our  shipping  employed  in 
foreign  commerce,  has,  at  this  moment,  not  the 
shadow  of  Government  protection.  It  goes  abroad 
upoa  the  wide  sea  to  make  its,  own  way,  and  earn 
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its  own  bread,  in  a  professed  competition  with 
the  whole  world.  Its  resources  are  its  own  fru- 
gality, its  own  skill,  its  own  enterprise.  It  hopes 
to  succeed,  if  it  shall  succeed  at  all,  not  hy  extra- 
ordinary aid  of  Government,  hot  by  patience, 
Tigilance.  and  toil.  This  right  arm  of  the  na- 
tion's safety  strengthens  its  6wn  muscle  by  its 
own  efibrts,  and  by  unwearied  exertion  in  its  own 
defence  becomes  strong  for  the  defence  of  the 
coantry. 

No  one  acquainted  with  this  interest  can  deny 
that  its  situation,  at  this  moment,  is  extremely 
critical.  We  have  left  it  hitherto  to  maintain 
itself  or  perish ;  to  swim  if  it  can,  and  to  sink  if 
it  cannot.  But  at  this  moment  of  its  apparent 
struggle,  can  we,  as  men,  can  we.  as  patriots,  add 
anouier  stone  to  the  weight  that  threatens  to  carry 
itJDwn?  Sir,  there  is  a  limit  to  human  power 
and  to  human  effort.  I  know  the  commercial 
marine  of  this  country  cab  do  almost  every  thing, 
and  bear  almost  every  thing.  Yet  some  things 
are  impossible  to  be  done;  and  some  burdens  may 
be  impossible  to  be  borne:  and  as  it  was  the  last 
ounce  that  broke  the  back  of  the  csmel,  so  the 
last  tax,  although  it  were  even  a  small  one,  may 
be  decisive  as  to  the  power  of  our  marine  to  sus- 
tain the  conflict  in  wnich  it  is  now  engaged  with 
all  the  commercial  nations  on  the  globe. 

Again,  Mr.  Chairman,,  the  failures  and  the 
bankraptcies  which  have  taken  place  in  our  large 
cities  have  been  mentioned  as  proving  the  little 
soccess  attending  commerce  and  its  general  de- 
cline. But  this  bill  has  no  balm  for  those  wounds. 
It  is  very  remarkable,  that,  when  losses  and  disas- 
ters of  certain  manufacturers,  those  of  iron,  for 
instance,  are  mentioned,  it  is  done  for  the  purpose 
of  invoking  aid  for  the  distressed.  Not  so  with 
the  losses  and  disasters  of  commerce;  these  last 
are  narrated,  and  not  unfrequently  much  exag- 
gerated, to  prove  the  ruinous  nature  of  the  employ- 
ment, and  to  show  that  it  ou^ ht  to  be  abandoned, 
aad  the  capital  engaged  in  it  turned  to  other  ob- 
jects. 

It  has  been  often  said,  sir.  that  our  manufac- 
tnres  have  to  contend,  not  only  against  the  natural 
advantages  of  those  who  produce  similar  articles 
in  foreign  countries,  but  also  against  the  action  of 
foreign  Governments,  who  have  ^reat  political 
interest  in  aiding  their  own  manufactures  to  sup- 
press ours.  But  have  not  these  Governments  as 
great  an  interest  to  cripple  oui^  marine,  by  pre- 
venting the  growth  of  our  commerce  ana  naviga- 
tion? What  is  it  that  makes  us  the  object  of  the 
highest  respect,  or  the  most  suspicious  jealousy 
to  foreign  States?  What  is  it  tnat  most  enables 
OS  to  take  high  relative  rank  among  the  nation^  ? 
I  need  not  say  that  this  results,  more  than  from 
any  thing  else,  from  that  quantity  of  militarv  power 
which  we  can  cause  to  be  water  borne,  ana  of  that 
extent  of  commerce,  which  we  are  able  to  main- 
tain throughout  the  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  conscious  of  having  de- 
tained the  Committee  mach  too  long  with  these 
observations.  Mf  apology  for  now  proceeding  to 
some  remarks  upon  the  particular  clauses  of  the 
tall,  is,  that,  representing  a  district  at  once  eom^ 


mercial .  and  highly  manufactiiring,  and  beins; 
called  upon  to  vote  upon  a  bill  containing  provi- 
sions so  numerous  and  so  various,  I  am  naturally 
desirous  to  state  as  well  what  I  approve,  as  what 
I  would  reject. 

The  first  section  proposes  an  augmented  duty 
upon  woollen  manufactures.  This,  if  it  were  un- 
qualified, woiild  no  doubt  be  desirable  to  those 
who  are  engaged  in  that  business.  I  have  mysdf 
presented  a  petition  from  the  woollen  manufac- 
turers of  Massachusetts^  praying  an  augmented 
ad  valorem  duty  upon  imported  woollen  cloths; 
and  I  am  prepared  to  accede  to  that  proposition, 
to  a  reasonable  extent.  But  then  this  bill  pro- 
poses, also,  a  very  hieh  duty  upon  imported  wool ; 
and,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  a  majority  of  the  man- 
ufacturers are  at  least  extremely  doubtful  whether, 
taking  these  two  provisions  together,  the  state  of 
the  law  is  not  better  for  them  now  than  it  would 
be  if  this  bill  should  pass.  It  is  said  this  tax  on 
raw  wool  will  benefit  the  agriculturist ;  but  I  know 
it  to  be  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  best  informed 
'  of  that  class,  that  it  will  do  them  more  hurt  than 
good.  They  fear  it  will  check  the  manufacturer, 
and  consequently  check  his  demand  for  their  arti- 
cle. The  argument  is,  that  a  certain  quantity  of 
coarse  wool,  cheaper  than  we  can  possibly  furnish, 
is  necessary  to  enable  the  manufacturer  to  carry 
on  the  general  business,  and  that  if  this  cannot  be 
had,  the  consequence  will  be,  not  a  greater,  but  a 
less,  manufacture  of  our  own  wool.  I  am  aware 
that  very  intelligent  persons  differ  upon  this  point : 
but,  if  we  may  safely  infer  from  that  difference  of 
opinion,  that  the  proposed  benefit  is  at  least  doubt* 
ful,  it  would  be  prudent  perhaps  to  abstain  from 
the  experiment.  Certain  it  is  that  the  same  course 
of  reasoning  has  occurred,  as  I  have  before  ^stated, 
on  the  same  subject,  when  a  renewed  application 
was  made  to  the  English  Parliament  to  repeal 
the  duty  on  imported  wool,  I  believe  scarcely  tvfo 
months  ago;  those  who  support  the  application, 
pressing  urgently  the  necessity  of  an  unrestrictea 
use  of  the  cheap,  imported  raw  material,  with  a 
view  to  supply,  with  coarse  cloths,  the  markets  of 
warm  climates,  such  as  those  of  Egypt  and  Tur- 
key, and  especially  a  vast  new  created  demand  in 
the  South  American  States. 

As  to  the  manufactures  of  cotton,  it  is  agreed, 
I  believe,  that  they  are  generall^r  successful.  It 
is  understood  that  the  present  existing  duty  oper- 
ates pretty  much  as  a  prohibition  over  those  de- 
scriptions of  fabrics  to  which  it  applies.  The 
proposed  alteration  would  probably  enable  the 
American  manufacturer  to  commence  competi- 
tion with  higher  priced  fabrics;  and  so  would, 
perhaps,  an  augmentation  less  than  is  here  pro- 
posed. 1  consi&r  the  cotton  manufactures  not  only 
to  have  reached,  but  to  have  passed,  the  point  of 
competition.  I  regard  their  success  as  certain, 
and  their  growth  as  rapid  as  the  most  impatient 
could  well  expect.  If,  however,  a  provision  of 
the  nature  ofthat  recommended  here,  were  thought 
necessary  to  commence  new  operations  in  the  same 
line  of  manufacture,  I  should  cheerful!]^  agree  to 
it,  if  it.  were  not  at  the  cost  of  sacrificing  other 
I  great  interests  of  the  coantry.    I  need  hardly  say 
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that,  whatever  promotes  the  cotton  and  woollea 
manufactures,  promotes  most  important  interests 
of  my  constituents.  They  have  a  great  stake  in 
the  success  of  those  establishments,  and,  as  far  as 
those  manufactures  are  concerned,  would  be  as 
much  benefited  by  the  i>rovisions  of  this  biU  as 
any  part  of  the  community.  It  is  obvious,  too,  I 
should  think,  that^  for  some  considerable  time, 
manufactures  of  this  sort,  to  whatever  magnitude 
they  may  rise,  will  be  principally  established  in 
those  parts  of  the  country  where  population  is 
most  dense,  capital  most  abundant,  and  where 
the  most  successful  beginnings  have  been  already 
made. 

But  if  these  be  thought  to  be  advantages,  they 
are  greatly  counterbalanced  bv  other  advantages 
enjoyed  by  other  portions  of  the  countryi  I  can- 
not but  regard  the  situation  of  the  West  as  highly 
favorable  to  human  happiness.  It  offers,  in  the 
abundance  of  its  new  and  fertile  lands,  such  as- 
surances of  permanent  property  and  respectability 
to  the  industriou.H.  it  enables  them  to  lay  such  sure 
foundations  for  a  competent  provision  for  their 
families,  it  makes  such  a  nation  of  freeholders, 
that  it  need  not  envy  the  happiest  and  most  pros- 
perous of  the  manufacturing  communities.  We 
may  talk  as  we  will  of  well-fed  and  well-clothed 
day  laborers  or  journeymen :  they  are  not,  after 
ail,  to  be  compared,  either  for  happiness,  or  re- 
spectability, with  him  who  sleeps  under  his  own 
roof^and  cultivates  his  own  fee-simple  inheritance. 

with  respect  to  the  proposed  duty  on  S[^ss,  I 
would  observe,  that,  upon  the  best  means  oT  judg- 
ing which  I  possess,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  is  rig)it,  in  stating, 
that  there  is,  in  effect,  a  bounty  upon  the  expor- 
tation of  the  British  article.  I  think  it  entirelv 
proper,  therefore,  to  raise  our  own  duty  by  such 
an  amount  as  shall  be  equivalent  to  that  bounty. 

And  here,  Mr.  Chairman^  before  proceeding  to 
those  parts  of  the  bill  to  which  I  most  strenuously 
object,  I  will  be  so  presumptuous,  as  to  take  up  a 
challenge  which  Mr.  Speaker  has  thrown  down. 
He  has  asked  us,  in  a  tone  of  interrogatory  indi- 
cative of  the  feeling  of  anticipated  triumph,  to 
mention  any  country  in  which  manufactures  have 
flourished,  without  the  aid  of  prohibitory  laws. 
He  has  demanded,  if  it  be  not  policy,  protection, 
aye,  and  prohibition,  that  have  carried  other 
States  to  the  height  of  their  prosperity,  and 
whether  any  one  has  succeeded  with  such  tame 
and  inert  legislation  as  ours.  Sir,  I  am  ready  to 
answer  this  inquiry. 

There  is  a  country,  not  undistinguished  among 
the  nations^  in  which  the  progress  of  manufactures 
has  been  far  more,  rapid  than  in  any  other,  and 
yet  unaided  by  prohibitions  or  unnatural  restric- 
tions. That  country,  the  happiest  which  the  sun 
shines  on,  is  our  own. 

The  woollen  manufactures  of  England  have 
existed  from  the  early  ages  of  the  monarchy. 
Provisions,  designed  to  aid  and  foster  them,  are  m 
the  black-lettered  statutes  of  the  Edwards  and  the 
Henrys.  Ours,  on  the  contrarv,  are  but  of  yester- 
day ;  and  yet,  with  no  more  than  the  protection 
of  existing  laws,  they  are  already  at  the  point  of 


close  and  promising  competition.  Sir,  nothio; 
is  more  unphilosonhical  than  to  refer  us,  on  these 
subjects,  to  the  policy  adopted  by  other  nations  ia 
a  very  different  stale  of  society,  or  to  infer  tktt 
what  was  judged  expedient  by  them,  in  their  early 
history,  must  also  be  expedient  for  us,  in  this 
early  part  of  our  own.  This  would  be  reckoniof 
our  age  chronologically,  and  estimating  our  ach 
vance  by  our  number  of  years ,  when,  in  truth, 
we  should  regard  only  the  state  of  society,  the 
knowledge,  the  skill,  the  capital,  the  enterprise, 
which  belong  to  our  times.  We  have  been  traas- 
ferred  from  the  stock  of  Europe,  in  a  compara- 
tively enlightened  age,  and  our  civilizatioa  and 
improvement  date  back  as  early  as  her  own.  Her 
original  history  is  also  our  original  history ;  and 
if.  since  the  moment  of  separation,  she  has  gope 
anead  of  us,  in  some  respects,  it  may  be  said, 
without  violating  truth,  that  we  have  kept  ap  ia 
others,  and,  in  others  again,  are  ahead  ourselres. 
We  are  to  legislate,  then,  with  regard  to  the 
present  actual  state  of  society;  and  our  own  ex- 
perience shows  us  that,  commencing  manufactures 
at  the  present  highly  enlightened  and  emoioos 
moment,  we  need  not  imitate  the  clumsy  helps, 
with  which,  in  less  auspicious  times,  Governmeats 
have  sought  to  enable  the  ingenuity  and  industry 
of  their  people  to  hobble  alons. 

The  English  cotton  manufactures  began  about 
the  commencement  of  the  last  reign.  Ours  can 
hardly  be  said  to  have  commenced,  with  any 
earnestness,  until  the  application  of  the  power 
loom,  in  1816,  not  more  than  eight  years  ago. 
Now,  sir,  I  hardly  need  again  speak  of  its  progress, 
its  present  extent,  or  its  assurance  of  future  en- 
largement. In  some  sorts  of  fabrics  we  are  al- 
ready exporters,  and  the  products  of  our  manufac- 
tories are,  at  this  moment,  in  the  South  American 
markets.  We  see,  then,  what  can  be  done  with- 
out prohibition  or  extraordinary  protection,  be- 
cause we  see  what  has  been  done;  and  I  venture 
to  predict  that,  in  a  few  years,  it  will  be  thought 
wonderful  that  these  branches  of  manufactures, at 
least,  shotild  have  been  thought  to  require  addi- 
tional aid  from  Government. 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  best  apology  for  laws  of 
prohibition  and  laws  of  monopoly,  will  be  found 
in  that  state  of  society,  not  only  unenlightened, 
but  sluggish,  in  which  they  are  most  geoerallf 
established.  Private  industry,  in  those  days,  re- 
quired strong  provocatives,  which  Groveroxnents 
were  seeking  to  administer  by  these  means.— 
Something  was  wanted  to  actuate  and  stimulate 
men,  and  the  prospects  of  such  profits  as  would, 
in  our  times,  excite  unbounded  competition,  would 
hardly  move  the  sloth  of  former  ages.  In  some 
instances,  do  doubt,  these  laws  produced  an  effect, 
which,  in  that  period,  would  not  have  taken  place 
without  them.  But  our  age  is  wholly  of  a  differ- 
ent character,  and  its  legislation  taxes  another 
turn.  Society  is  full  of  excitement ;  competition 
comes  in  place  of  monopoly ;  and  intelligence  and 
industry  ask  only  for  fair  play  and  an  open  field. 
Profits,  indeed,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  will  be 
small,  but  they  will  be  extensively  diffused ;  prices 
will  be  low,  and  the  great  body  of  the  people 
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prosperoas  and  liappy.  It  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that,  from  the  operatioa  of  these  causes,  coinmer- 
cial  wealth,  while  it  is  increased  beyond  calcala- 
tion  in  its  general  aggregate,  is,  at  the  same  time, 
broken  anddimioished in  its  subdivisions.  Com- 
mercisl  prosperity  should  be  judged  of  therefore 
nther  from  the  extent  of  trade,  than  from  the 
magnitade  of  its  apparent  profits.  It  has  been  re- 
marked, that  Spam,  certainly  one  of  the  poorest 
Dationv,  made  very  great  profits  on  the  amount  of 
her  trade ;  but  with  little  other  benefit  than  the 
esricbiog.  of  a  few  iadiriduals  and  comsmnies. 
Profits  to  the  English  merchants  engaged  in  the 
Lerant  and  Turkey  trade,  were  formerly  very 
great,  and  there  were  richer  merchants  in  £Dg- 
laod  some  centuries  ago,  considering  the  compara- 
tire  raiue  of  money,  than  at  the  present  highly 
eommercial  period.  When  the  diminution  of 
|irofits  arises  from  the  extent  of  competition,  it 
lodicates  rather  a  salutary  than  an  injurious 
change.* 

The  true  coarse  then,  sir,  for  us  to  pursue,  is, 
in  my  opinion,  to  consider  what  our  situation  is, 
what  our  means  are,  and  how  they  can  be  best  ap , 
plied.  What  amount  of  population  ha?e  we,  in 
comparison  with  our  extent  of  soil,  what  amount 
of  capital  and  labor,  at  what  price  1  As  to  skill, 
koowledge,  and  enterprise,  we  may  safely  take  it 
for  gran^,  that,  in  these  parlicukirs,  we  are  on 
an  equality  with  others.  Keeping  these  consid- 
eratioQsin  Fiew,  allow  me  to  examine  two  or  three 
of  Uiose  provisions  of  the  bill  to  which  I  feel  the 
strongest  objec  tion s. 

To  begin  with  the  article  of  iron.    Our  whole 
annual  consumption  of  this  article  is  sapposed  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  be  48,000  or 
50,000  tons.     Let  us  suppose  the  latter.    The 
amount  of  oar  own  manufacture  he  estimates,  I 
think,  at  17,000  tons.    The  present  duty  on  the 
imported  article  is  $15  per  ton,  and  as  this  duty 
causes^  of  course,  an  equivalent  augmentation  of 
ibe  {HTice  of  the  home  mani^facture,  the  whole  in- 
CKise of  price  is  equal  to  (750,000  annually.  This 
sum  we  pay  on  a  raw  material,  and  on  an  abso- 
lute necessary  of  life.    The  bill  proposes  to  raise 
the  duty  from  $15  to  $22^  per^  ton,  which  would 
be  equal  to  91,125,000  on  tne  whole  annual  con- 
somption.    So  that,  suppose  the  point  of  prohibi- 
tion which  is  aimed  at  by  some ^entleoMn  to  be 
attained,  the  consumers  of  the  article  wonld  pay 
this  last  mentioned  sum  every  year  to  the  pfo- 
dsem  of  it,  oTer  and  above  the  price  at  which 
they  could  supply  themselves  with  the  same  arti- 


*  *  Tk»  preaent  equable  diffasion  of  modartte  wealth 
cuBot  be  better  illottrated,  than  by  remarking  that 
m  this  age  many  palaces  and  soperb  mansions  have 
hcca  paHed  down,  or  converted  to  other  purposes, 
ivhile  none  have  been  erected  on  a  like  scale.  The 
BOfflberlees  baionisl  castles  and  mansions,  in  all  parts 
of  England,  now  in  ruins,  may  all  be  adduced  as  ex- 
taiples  of  the  decrease  of  inordinate  wealth.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  multiprication  of  commodioas  dwell- 
ings, for  the  upper  and  middle  classes  of  soeiety,  and 
the  increased  comforts  of  all  ranks,  exhibit  a  picture 
ef  iadtndual  happiness  nnknown  in  any  other  age." — 
Sir  G.  Bkme»  Letter  to  Lord  Spencer,  in  1900. 


ole  from  other  souroes.    There  woold  be  no  mitN 
gation  of  this  burden,  except  from  the  prospect, 
whatever  that  might  be,  that  iron  would  fail  in. 
value,  by  domestic  competition,  after  the  importa- 
tion should  be  prohibiten.    It  will  be  easy,  I  think| 
to  show  that  it  cannot  fall  $  and  supposing  for  the 
present  that  it  shall  not,  the  result  will  be,  that 
we  shall  pay  annually  a  aum  of  H\^\2bfiG0^  con- 
stantly augmented,  too,  by  increased  consumptioa 
of  the  article,  to  wppoH  a  buHnees  that  cannot  sup- 
port itidf.    It  is  of  no  consequence  to  the  argu- 
ment that  thb  sum  is  expended  at  home ;  so  it 
would  be,  if  we  taxed  the  people  to  support  any 
other  useless  and  expensive  establishment,  to  build 
another  Capitol  for  example,  or  incur  an  uaneees- 
sary  expense  of  any  sort.    The  question  still  is, 
are  the  money,  time,  and  labor,  well  laid  out  in 
these  cases  1    The  present  price  of  iron  at  Stock- 
holm, lam  assured  oy  importers,  is  953  per  ton  on 
boaro,  9^  P^f  ^^  in  the  yard  before  loading,  and 
probably  not  far  from  $40  at  the  mines.    Freight, 
insurance,  dbc,  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  ^1^  to 
which  ada  our  present  duty  of  $15  more,  and  these 
two  last  sums,  together  with  the  cost  on  board  at 
Stockholm,  give  ^3  as  the  cost  of  Swedes  iron  in 
our  market.    In  fact  it  is  said  to  have  been  sold 
last  year  at  ^81^  to  $S2  per  ton.    We  perceive, 
by  this  statement,  that  the  cost  of  iron  is  doubled 
in  reaching  us  from  the  mine  in  which  it  is  pro- 
duced.   In  other  words,  our  pesent  duty,  with  the 
expense  of  transportation,  gives  an  advantage  to 
the  American  over  the  roreign  manufacturer,  of 
one  hundred  per  cent.    Why,  then,  cannot  the 
iron  be  manufactured  at  home  1    Our  ore  is  said 
to  be  as  good,  and  some  of  it  better.    It  is  under 
our  feet,  and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  tells 
us  that  it  might  be  wrought  by  persons  who  oth- 
erwise will  not  be  employed*     ^Vt  then^  is  it  not 
wrought  7    Nothing  could  be  more  sure  of  constant 
sale.    It  is  not  an  article  of  changeable  fashion, 
but  of  absolute,  permanent  necessity,  and  such, 
therefore,  as  would  always  meet  a  steady  demand. 
Sir,  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  to  revise  his  premises,  for  I  am  per- 
suaded that  there  is  an  ingredient  properly  belong- 
ing to  the  calculation  which  he  has  misstated  or 
omitted.    Swedes  iron  inr  England  pays  a  dutv,  I 
think,  of  about  $27  per  ton ;  yet  it  is  imported  in 
considerable  (j[uantities,  notwithstanding  the  vast 
capital,  the  excellent  coal,  and,  more  important 
than  all,  perhaps,  the  highly  improved  state  of 
inland  navigation  in  England :  althou|rh  I  am 
aware  that  the  English  use  of  Swedes  iron  may 
be  thought  to  be  owing  in  some  degree  to  its  supe- 
rior quality. 

Sir,  the  true  explanation  of  this  appears  to  me 
to  lie  in  the  different  prices  of  labor;  and  here,  I 
apprehend,  is  the  grand  mistake  in  the  argument 
of  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  He  says  it 
would  cost  the  nation,  as  a  nation,  nothing  to 
make  our  ore  into  iron.  Now,  I  think,  it  would 
cost  us  precisely  that  which  we  can  worst  afford ; 
that  is,  great  Mbor.  Although  bar  iron  is  very 
properly  considered  a  riiw  material  in  respect  to 
its  various  future  uses,  yet,  as  bar  iron,  the  princi- 
pal ingredient  in  its  cost  b  labor.    Of  manual  la- 
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bor,  Qo  nation  has  more  than  a  certain  quantity, 
nor  can  it  be  increased  at  will.  As  to  some  oper- 
ations, indeed,  its  place  may  be  supplied  by  ma- 
chinery ;  but  there  are  other  services  which  ma- 
chinery cannot  perform  for  ir,  and  which  it  must 
perform  for  itseit.  A  most  important  question  for 
every  nation,  as  well  as  for  every  individual  to 
propose  to  itself,  is,  how  it  can  best  apply  that 
quantity  of  labor  which  it  is  able  to  perform  ? 

Labor  is  the  great  producer  of  wealth ;  it  moves 
all  other  causes.  Ii  it  call  machinery  to  its  liid, 
it  is  still  employed,  not  only  in  using  the  machi- 
nery, but  in  making  it.  Now,  with  respect  to  the 
quantity  of  labor,  as  we  all  kno^^  different  nations 
are  differently  circumstanced.  Some  need,  more 
than  any  thme,  work  for  hands ;  others  require 
hands  for  work;  and,  if  we  ourselves  are  not  ab- 
solutely in  the  latter  class,  we  are  still,  most  for- 
tunately, verv  near  it.  I  cannot  find  that  we 
have  those  idle  hands,  of  which  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  speaks.  The  price  of  labor  is  a 
conclusive  and  unanswerable  refutation  of  that 
idea ;  it  is  known  to  be  higher  with  us  than  in 
any  other  civilized  State,  and  this  is  the  greatest 
of  all  proofs  of  general  happiness.  Labor  in  this 
country  is  independent  and  proud.  It  has  not  to 
ask  the  patronage  of  capital,  but  capital  solicits 
the  aid  of  labor.  This  is  the  general  truth,  in  re- 
gard to  the  condition  of  our  whole  population, 
although  in  the  large  cities  there  are,  doubt- 
less, many  eiceptions.  The  mere  capacity]  to 
labor  in  common  agricultural  employments  gives 
to  our  young  men  the  assurance  of  independence. 
We  have  b^n  asked,  sir,  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  in  a  tone  of  some  pathos,  whether  we 
will  allow  to  serfs  of  Russia  and  Sweden  the 
benefit  of  making  iron  for  us?  Let  me  inform 
the  gentleman,  sir,  that  those  same  serfs  do  not 
earn  more  than  $eom  cents  a  day,  and  that  they 
work  in  those  mines,  for  that  compensation,  be- 
cause they  are  serfs.  And,  let  me  ask  the  gentle- 
man further,  whether  we  have  any  labor  m  this 
country  that  cannot  be  better  employed  than  in  a 
business  which  does  not  yield  the  laborer  more 
than  seven  cents  a  day  ?  This,  it  appears  to  me, 
is  the  true  question  for  our  consideration.  There 
is  no  reason  for  saying  that  we  will  work  iron  be- 
cause we  have  mountains  that  contain  the  ore. 
We  might,  for  the  same  reason,  dig  among  our 
rocks  for  the  scattered  grains  or  ffold  and  silver 
which  might  be  found  there.  The  true  inquiry 
is,  can  we  produce  the  article  in  a  useful  state  at 
the  same  cost,  or  nearly  at  the  same  cost,  or  at  any 
reasonable  approximation  towards  the  same  cost, 
at  which  we  can  import  it  1 

Some  i^eneral  estimates  of  the  price  and  profits 
of  labor,  m  those  countries  from  which  we  import 
our  iron,  might  be  formed  by  comparing  the  re- 
ptited  products  uf  different  mines,  and  their  prices, 
with  the  number  of  hands  employed.  The  mines 
of  Danemora  are  said  to  yield  about  four  thousand 
tons,  and  to  employ  in  the  mines  twelve  hundred 
workmen.  Suppose  this  to  be  worth  fifty  dollars, 
per  ton;  any  one  will  find,  by  computation,  that 
the  whole  product  would  not  pay,  in  this  country, 
for  one-quarter  part  of  the  necessary  labor.    The 


whole  export  of  Sweden  was  estimated,  a  few  years 
ago,,  at  400,000  ship-pounds,  or  aboat  64,000  tons. 
Comparing  this  product  with  the  number  of  work- 
men usually  supposed  to  be  employed  in  the  mines 
which  produce  iron  for  exportation,  the  result  will 
not  greatly  differ  from  the  foregoing.  These  es- 
timates are  general,  and  might  not  conduct  us  to 
a  precise  result ;  but  we  know,  from  intelligent 
travellers,  and  eye-witnesses,  that  the  price  of  la- 
bor, in  the  Sweaish  mines,  does  not  exceed  seven 
cents  a  day.* 

The  true  reason,  sir,  why  it  is  not  our  policy  to 
compel  our  citizens  to  manufacture  our  own  iron, 
is,  that  (hey  are  far  better  employed.  It  is  an  un- 
productive business,  and  they  are  not  poor  enough 
to  be  obliged  to  follow  iL  If  we  nad  more  of 
poverty,  more  of  misery,  and  something  of  servi- 
tude ;  if  we  had  an  ignorant,  idle,  starving,  popn-  - 
lation,  we  might  set  up  for  iron  makers  against  the 
world. 

The  Committee  will  take  notice,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that,  under  our  present  duty,  together  with  the 
expense  of  trans]x>rtation,  our  manufacturers  are 
able  to  supply  their  own  immediate  neighborhood; 
and  this  proves  the  magnitude  of  that  substantial 
encouragement  which  these  two  causes  concur  to 
give.   There  is  little  or  no  foreign  iron,  I  presume, 
used  in  the  county  of  Lancaster.    This  ts  owing 
to  the  heavy  expense  of  land  carriage ;  and,  as  we 
recede  farther  irom  the  coast,  the  manufacturers 
are  still  more  completely  secured,  as  to  their  own 
immediate  market,  against  the  competition  of  the 
imported  articles.   But  what  they  ask,  is  to  be  al- 
lowed to  sopplv  the  seacoast,  at  such  a  price  as 
shall  be  forufed  by  adding  to  the  cost  at  the  mines 
the  expense  of  land  carriage  to  the  sea ;  and  this 
appears  to  me  most  unreasonable.    The  eSkei  of 
it  would  be  to  compel  the  consumer  to  pay  the 
cost  of  two  land  transportations ;  for,  in  the  first 
place,  the  price  of  iron  at  the  inland  furnaces,  will 
always  be  found  to  be  at,  or  not  much  below,  the 
price  of  the  imported  article  in  the  seaport,  and 
the  cost  of  transportation  to  the  neighborhood  of 
the  furnace;  anci  to  enable  the  home  product  to 
hold  a  competition  with  the  imported  in  the  sea- 

'  *  Ths  price  of  labor  in  Russts  may  be  pretty  weQ 
collected  from  Tooke's  «*  View  of  the  RtMsian  Empire." 
*'  The  woikmen  in  the  ounes  and  the  Ibyandries  are, 
indeed,  all  called  master-people ;  but  they  distiaguiah 
themselves  iota  masters^  uodermaslers,  i4>prontieeo, 
delvers,  servants,  carriers,  washers,  and  separator*.  In 
proportion  to  their  ability,  their  wages  are  regalated, 
which  proceed  from  fifteen  to  upwards  of  thirty  rou- 
bles per  annum.  The  provisions  which  they  receive 
from  the  magaxinea  are  deducted  from  this  pay.*'  The 
value  of  the  rouble  at  that  time  (1799)  was  about 
twenty-four  pence  sterling,  or  forty-five  cents  of  oar 
money. 

"By  the  edict  of  1799,''  it  is  added,  »  a  laborer 
with  a  horse  shall  receive,  daily,  in  Summer,  twenty, 
and  in  Winter  twelve  copecks ;  a  laborar,  withoat  a 
horse^  in  Summer,  ten,  in  Winter,  eight  copecka." 

A  copeck  is  the  hundredth  part  of  a  rouble,  or  about 
half  a  cent  of  our  money.  The  price  of  labor  naaj 
have  risen,  in  some  degree,  since  that  period,  bat  prob- 
ably not  much* 
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port,  the  cost  of  another  transportatioQ  downward, 
from  the  furnace  to  the  coast,  must  be  added. 
Until  otir  means  of  inland  commerce  be  improved, 
tod  the  charges  of  transportation  by  that  means 
leneoed,  it  appears  to  me  whollf  impracticable, 
with  soch  daties  as  any  one  would  think  of  pro- 
posing, to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  manofacturera 
of  this  article.  Suppose  we  were  to  add  the  dut^ 
proposed  by  this  bill,  although  it  would  benefit 
the  capital  mvested  in  works  near  the  sea,  and  the 
narigable  rivers,  yet  the  benefit  would  not  extend 
£tr  into  the  interior.  Where,  then,  are  we  to  stop, 
or  what  limit  is  proposed  to  us  ? 

The  freight  of  iron  has  been  afforded  from 
Sweden  to  the  United  States  as  low  as  eight  dol- 
lars per  ton.  This  is  not  more  than  the  price  of 
fifty  miles  land  carriage.  Stockholm,  therefore, 
for  the  purpose  of  this  argument,  may  be  consid- 
ered as  within  fifty  miles  of  Philadelphia.  Now, 
it  is  at  once  a  just  and  a  strong  view  of  this  case, 
to  consider,  that  there  are,  within  fifty  miles  of 
oor  market,  vast  multitudes  of  persons  who  are 
willing  to  labor  in  the  production  of  this  article 
for  OS,  at  the  rate  of  seven  cents  per  day,  while 
we  hare  no  labor  which  will  not  command,  upon 
the  average,  at  least  five  or  six  times  that  amount. 
The  qoestion  is,  then,  shall  we  buy  this  article  of 
tliese  manufacturers,  and  suffer  our  own  labor  to 
earn  iu  greater  reward,  or  shall  we  employ  our 
own  labor  in  a  similar  manufacture,  and  make  up 
to  it,  by  a  tax  on  consumers,  the  loss  which  it 
must  necessarily  sustain  1 

I  proceed,  sir,  to  the  article  of  hemp.  Of  this 
we  imported  last  year,  in  round  numbers,  6,000 
tons,  paying  a  duty  of  $30  a  ton,  or  $180,000  on 
the  whole  amoaot ;  and  this  article,  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered, is  consumed  almost  entirely  in  the, 
Oflges  of  navigation.  The  whole  burden  may  be 
said  to  fall  on  one  interest.  It  is  said  we  can  pro- 
dace  thb  article,  if  we  will  raise  the  duties.  But 
why  is  it  not  produced  now ;  or  whv,  at  least, 
hare  we  not  seen  soma  specimens?  For  the 
pment  is  a  verj  high  duty  when  expenses  of  im- 
portation are  added.  Hemp  was  purchased  at  St. 
PeteTsberg,  last  year,  at  9101  67  per  ton.  Charges 
attending  shipment,  ^.^  $14  25.  Freight  may 
be  stated  at  ^30  per  ton,  and  our  existing  duty  is 
$30  nKwe.  These  three  last  sums,  being  the 
charges  of  transportation,  amount  to  a  protection 
of  Bear  75  per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  home  manu- 
facturer, if  there  were  any  such.  And  we  oueht 
to  coDsider,  also,  that  the  price  of  hemp  at  St.  Pe- 
tenborg  is  increased  by  all  the  expense  of  trans- 
portatioa  from  the  place  of  growth  to  that  port ; 
so  tint  probably  the  whole  cost  of  transportation, 
^OBk  the  place  c»f  growth  to  oor  naarket,  including 
oor  doty,  is  equal  to  the  first  cost  of  the  article; 
or,  in  other  words,  is  a  protection  in  favor  of  our 
OWB  product  of  100  per  cent. 

And  since  it  is  stated  that  we  have  great  quan- 
tities of  fine  land  for  the  production  of  hemp,  of 
which  I  have  no  doubt,  the  question  recurs,  why 
B  it  not  produced  1  I  speak  of  the  water  rotted 
bemp,  for  it  is  admitted  that  that  which  is  dew 
totted  is  not  sufficiently  good  for  the  requisite 
purposes.    I  cannot  say  whether  the  cause  be  in 


climate,  in  the  process  of  rotting,  or  what  else,  but 
the  fact  is  certain,  that  there  is  no  American  water 
rotted  hemp  in  the  market.  We  are  acting,  there- 
fore, upon  a  hypothesis.  Is  it  not  reasonable  that 
those  who  say  that  they  can  produce  the  article, 
shall  at  least  prove  the  truth  of  that  allegation 
before  new  taxes  are  laid  on  those  who  use  the 
foreign  commoditjr?  Suppose  this  bill  passes,  the 
price  of  hemp  is  immediately  raised  $H  80  per 
ton,  and  this  burden  falls  immediately  on  the  ship- 
builder; and  no  part  of  it,  for  the  present,  will  go 
for  the  benefit  of^  the  American  grower,  because 
he  has  none  of  the  article  that  can  be  used,  nor  is 
it  expected  that  much  of  it  will  be  produced  for  a 
considerable  time.  Still,  the  tax  takes  efiect  upon 
the  imported  article ;  and  the  ship  owners,  to  en- 
able the  Kentucky  farmer  to  receive  an  additional 
914  on  his  ton  of  hemp,  whenever  he  mav  be  able 
to  raise  and  manufacture  it,  pay,  in  tne  mean 
time,  an  equal  sum  per  ton  into  the  Treasury  on 
ail  the  imported  hemp  which  they  are  still  obliged 
to  use;  and  this  is  called  ''protection!"  Is  this 
just  or  fair?  A  particular  interest  is  here  bur- 
dened, not  only  for  the  benefit  of  another  particu- 
lar interest,  but  burdened  also  beyond  that,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Treasury,  It  is  said  to  be  impor- 
tant for  the  eountrv  that  this  article  should  be 
raised  in  it ;  then,  let  the  eountrv  bear  the  ex- 
pense, and  pay  the  bounty.  If  it  be  for  the  good 
of  the  whole,  let  the  sacrifice  be  made  by  the 
whole,  and  not  hj  a  part.  If  it  be  thought  useful 
and  necessary,  from  political  considerations,  to 
encourage  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  hemp. 
Government  has  abundant  means  of  doing  it.  it 
might  give  a  direct  bounty,  and  such  a  measure 
Would,  at  least,  distribute  the  burden  equally;  or, 
as  Qovernment  itself  is  a  great  consumer  of  this 
article,  it  might  stipulate  to  confine  its  own  pur- 
chases to  the  home  product,  so  soon  as  it  should 
be  shown  to  be  of  the  proper  qualitv.  I  see  no 
objection  to  this  proceeding,  if  It  be  thought  to  be 
an  object  to  encourage  the  production,  it  might 
easily,  and  perhaps  properly,  be  provided,  by  law, 
that  the  Navy  should  be  supplied  with  American 
hemp,  the  quality  being  good,  at  any  price  not 
exceeding,  \y  more  than  a-  ^iven  amount,  the  car- 
rent  price  of  foreign  hemp  m  our  market.  Every 
thing  conspires  to  render  some  such  course  pre- 
feraUe  to  the  one  now  proposed.  The  encourage- 
ment in  that  way  would  be  ample ;  and,  if  the 
experiment  should  succeed,  the  whole  subject 
would  be  gained :  and  if  it  should  fail,  no  consid- 
erable  loss  or  evil  would  be  felt  hj  any  one. 

I  stated  some  days  ago,  and  I  wish  to  renew  the 
statement,  what  was  the  amount  of  the  proposed 
augmentation  of  the  duties  on  iron  and  hemp  in 
the  cost  of  a  vessel.  Take  the  case  of  a  common 
ship,  at  300  tons,  not  coppered,  nor  copper  fastened. 

It  would  stand  thus  by  the  present  duties: 
m  tons  iron,  for  hull,  «c..  915  per  ton    9^17  50 


10  tons  of  hemp  at  930 

40  bolts  Russia  duck  at  92  - 

20  bolts  Ravens  duck  at  91  25    - 

On  articles  of  ship  chandlery,  dbc. 


300  00 
80  00 
25  00 
40  00 

9662  50 
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The  bill  proposes  to  add : 
97  40  per  too  on  iron,  which  will  be    -   $107  30 
$14  80  per  ton  on  bemn,  equal  to         -      148  00 
And  on  duck,  by  the  late  amendment 

of  the  bill,  say  25  per  cent.       -       -       25  00 

$280  30 

But  to  the  duties  on  iron  and  hemp,  should  be 
added  those  paid  on  copper,  whenever  that  article 
is  used.  By  the  statement  which  I  furnished  the 
other  day,  it  appeared  that  the  duties  received  by 
Government,  00  articles  used  in  the  construction 
of  a  vessel  of  359  tons,  with  copper  fastenings, 
amounted  to  $1,056.  With  the  augmentations  of 
this  bill«  they  would  be  equal  to  $1,400.  Now,  I 
cannot  but  flatter  myself,  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  be- 
fore the  Committee  will  consent  to  this  new  burdea 
upon  the  shipping  interest,  it  will  very  deliberately 
weigh  the  probable  consequences.  I  would  again 
urgently  solicit  its  attention  to  the  condition  of 
that  interest.  We  are  told  that  Government  has 
protected  it,  by  discriminating  duties,  and  by  an 
exclusive  right  to  the  coasting  trade.  But  it  would 
retain  the  coasting  trade,  by  its  own  natural  ef- 
forts, in  like  manner,  and  with  more  certainty, 
than  it  now  retains  any  portion  of  foreign  trade. 
The  discriminating  duties  are  now  abolished,  and, 
while  they  existed,  they  were  nothing  more  than 
countervailing  measures;  not  so  much  designed 
to  give  our  navigation  an  advantage  over  that  of 
other  nations,  as  to  put  it  upon  an  equality ;  and 
we  have,  accordingly,  abolished  ours,  when  they 
have  been  willing  to  abolish  theirs.  Look  to  the 
rate  of  freights.  Were  they  ever  lower,  or  even 
so  low?  I  ask  gentlemen  who  know,  whether 
the  harbor  of  Charleston  and  the  river  of  Savan- 
nah be  not  crowded  with  ships  seeking  employ- 
ment, and  finding  none  ?  I  would  ask  the  gentle- 
men from  New  Orleans,  if  their  magnificent  Mis- 
sissippi do  not  exhibit,  for  furlongs,  a  forest  of 
masts  1  The  condition,  sir,  of  the  shipping  inter- 
est, is  not  that  of  those  who  are  insistmg  on  high 
profits,  or  struggling  for  monopoly ;  but  it  is  the 
condition  of  men  content  with  the  smallest  earn- 
ings, and  anxious  for  their  bread.  The  freight  of 
cotton  has  formerly  been  threepence  sterling,  from 
Charleston  to  Liverpool,  in  time  of  peace.  It  is 
now  I  know  not  what,  or  how  many,  fractions  of 
a  penny  j  I  think,  howeveri  it  is  stated  at  five 
eighths. 

The  producers^  then,  of  this  great  staple,  are 
able,  by  means  of  this  navigation,  to  send  it,  for  a 
cent  a  pound,  from  their  own  doors  to  the  best 
market  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  now  only  remind  the 
Committee  that,  while  we  are  proposing  to  add 
new  burdens  to  the  shipping  interest,  a  very  differ- 
ent line  of  policy  is  followed  by  our  great  com- 
mercial and  maritime  rival.  It  seems  to  be  an- 
nounced as  the  sentiment  of  the  Government  of 
England,  and  undoubtedly  it  is  its  real  sentiment, 
that  the  first  of  all  manufactures  is  the  manufac* 
ture  of  ships.  A  constant  and  wakeful  attention 
is  paid  to  this  interest,  and  very  important  regula- 
tions, favorable  to  it,  have  been  adopted  within 


the  last  year,  some  of  which  I  will  beg  leave 
refer  to,  with  the  hope  of  exciting  the  notice,  q 
only  of  the  Committee,  but  of  all  others  who  m\ 
feel,  as  I  do,  a  deep  interest  in  this  subject,  i 
the  first  place,  a  general  amendment  has  taki 
place  in  the  register  acts,  introducinff  many  m 
provisions,  and,  among  others,  the  follow iog : 

A  direct  mortgage  of  the  interest  of  a  ship 
allowed,  without  subjecting  the  mortgagee  to  1 
responsibility  of  an  owner. 

The  proportion  of  interest  held  by  each  owi 
is  exhibited  in  the  register,  thereby  facilitati 
both  sales  and  mortgages,  and  giving  a  new  vaj 
to  shipping  among  the  money^  classes. 

Shares,  in  the  ships  of  co-partnerships,  may 
registered  as  joint  property,  and  subject  to  | 
same  rules  as  other  partnership  effects. 

Ships  may  be  rejgistered  in  the  name  of  trast< 
for  the  benefit  of  joint  stock  companies ;  and  m^ 
other  regulations  are  adopted  with  the  same  g 
eral  view  of  rendering  the  mode  of  holdiog 
property  as  convenient  and  as  favorable  as  | 
sible* 

By  another  act,  British  registered  vessels^ 
every  description,  itre  allowed  to  enter  intoi 
general  and  the  coasting  trade  in  the  India  ^ 
and  may  trade  to  and  from  India,  with  any  ] 
of  the  world,  except  China. 

By  a  third,  all  limitations  and  restrictio&s,  ai 
latitude  and  longitude^  are  removed  from  s| 
engaged  in  the  Southern  whale  fishery.  Tl 
regulations,  I  presume,  have  not  been  made  ^ 
out  first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  East  Iiq 
Company ;  so  true  is  it  found,  thai  real  encour^ 
ment  of  enterprise  oftener  consists,  in  our  day^ 
restraining  or  buying  off  monopolies  and  proU 
tions,  than  in  imposing  or  extending  them. 

The  trade  with  Ireland  is  turned  into  a  j 
coasting  trade;  light  duties  have  been  redii 
and  various  other  beneficial  arrangements  n^ 
and  still  others  proposed.  I  might  add,  thv 
£avor  of  general  commerce,  and  as  showing  I 
confidence  in  the  principles  of  liberal  intercoj 
the  British  Groveroment  has  perfected  the  M 
house  system,  and  authorized  a  reciprocity  01 
ties  with  foreign  States,  at  the  discretion  oft 
Privy  Council. 

This,  sir,  is  the  attention  which  our  great  | 
is  paying  to  these  important  subjects,  and  wei 
assure  ourselves  that,  if  we  do  not  keep  all 
sense  of  our  own  interests,  she  will  not  only 
us,  but  will  deserve  to  beat  us. 

Sir,  I  will  detain  you  no  longer.  Ther< 
some  parts  of  this  bill  which  1  highly  appi 
there  are  others  in  which  I  should  acquiesce 
those  to  which  I  have  now  stated  my  obiec 
appear  to  me  so  destitute  of  all  justice,  so  bu 
some,  and  so  dangerous  to  that  interest  whlcl 
steadily  enriched,  gallantly  defended,  and  pd 
distinguished  us,  Uiat  nothing  can  prevail  I 
me  to  give  it  my  support. 

When  Mr.  W£B8tbb  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  stated  that  h« 
with  much  reluctance,  after  the  several  abii 
intelligent  gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  | 
of  the  bill  before  the  Commitiee ;  nor  did  ^ 
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u  mach  with  a  view  to  reply  to  what  they  had 
adTanced,  sus  to  state  the  grounds  of  his  own  vote 
—(bat  as  DO  one  had  suggested  the  reasons  which 
infltteoced  his  opinion,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to 
state  them  to  the  Committee. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  object  of  the  hill  before 
ihe  Committee  ie  to  aid  the  industry  of  the  coun- 
try, br  adjusting  the  proportions  of  the  several 
bnncnes  to  the  state  of  the  country ;  to  aid  the 
introduction  and  progress  of  manufacturing  in- 
dastry,  by  relieving  it  from  the  pressure  of  £uro- 
j)eao  competition ;  to  sustain  agriculture  by  pro- 
Tidiog  a  domestic  market  for  provisions  and  raw 
materials;  and  to  secure  a  permanent  and  increas- 
iag  commerce  by  providing  the  materials  which 
ire  necessary  to  sustain  it.  The  produce  of  in- 
dustry is  the  nutriment  of  commerce;  and  our 
ibippiog  cannot,  for  any  length  of  time,  exceed 
ibe  number  which  that  will  sustain. 

Peace  io  Europe  has  cut  off  the  carrying  trade, 
and  dimiaished  our  commerce  in  provisions,  and 
tlie  fature  prosperity  of  our  foreign  commerce  is 
iQTolred  in  the  success  of  our  domestic  manufac- 
tures, However  desirable  it  may  be  to  cherish 
and  enlarge  so  important  a  branch  of  national  in- 
dttiiryj  it  would  be  delusive  to  expect  it  to  thrive 
ud  prosper  without  employment. 

The  power  of  regulating  its  intercourse  with 
other  nations  belonss  to  every  independent  gov- 
ernment. It  may  admit  the  productions  of  other 
countries,  or  exclude  them.  It  may  admit  them 
freely,  or  aoder  what  modifications  it  may  deem 
proper.  The  only  way  in  which  domestic  manu- 
laciarps  can  be  aided  is,  by  the  imposition  of 
duties;  and  this  power  in  the  distribution  of  au- 
ibority  between  the  General  Government  and 
tbase  of  the  States,  is  allotted  to  Congress,  and 
tiiey  have  complete  sovereignty  over  the  subject. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Gov- 
ernment to  exercise  its  powers  in  such  manner  as 
will  be  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the 
couniiy. 

la  order  to  form  a  correct  judgment  on  the 
^object,  it  is  necessary  to  examine  what  are  the 
dalles  of  Goverament  in  relation  to  the  industry 
of  its  citizens. 

This  is  an  important  branch  of  political  econo- 
my;  but,  in  examining  it,  very  little  aid  is  to  be 
demed  from  the  existmg  treaties  on  that  subject. 

It  is  the  province  of  political  economy  to  devise 
the  meaos  of  promoting  the  wealth  and  happiness 
of  nations,  and  to  aid  the  Government  in  execu- 
tJQ|  its  duties  in  relation  to  public  industry. 

The  various  writers  on  this  subject  have  em- 
ployed themselves  principally  in  abstract  and  theo- 
retical investigations  respecting  national  wealth, 
^d  in  estimating  the  coromirative  value  of  difier- 
eot  employmentH  of  capital  and  labor^  but  seem  to 
liive  framed  their  several  systems  without  much 
f^ard  to  those  elementary  principles  which  lie  at 
**be  foundation  of  society,  and  have  omitted  to 
po!Qt  out  the  rules  necessary  to  jeiiide  the  inter- 
l<^ence  of  Government,  or  to  define  the  purposes 
tbat  reijuire  it,  and  are  to  be  promoted  by  it.  with- 
^t  which,  no  system^of  economy  can  be  ot  much 
F«tical  utility. 


In  the  absence  of  all  authority,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  the  exercise  of  our  own  reason, 
and  to  deduce  the  rules  that  ought  to  guide  us. 
from  the  principles  of  human  nature  and  of  civil 
society ;  and  I  shall  now  proceed^  with  the  utmost 
diflldence,  to  submit  the  result  of  my  reflections  to 
the  candid  consideration  of  the  Committee. 

Government  is  instituted  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  community,  and  is  bound  to  consult  the 
^ood  of  the  whole;  the  very  existence  of  society 
involves  some  restraint  on  natural  rights,  and  re- 
quires that  particular  interests  should  be  subordi- 
nate to  the  interests  of  the  whole.  A  Government 
like  ours,  embracing  a  variety  of  climate  and  pro- 
ductions, necessarily  requires  mutual  sacrifices  to 
secure  the  general  welfare.  All  measures  relative 
to  public  industry  should  have  reference  to  the  situ- 
ation of  the  country,  the  state  of  society,  the  con- 
dition of  the  population,  and  to  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  policy  of  the  nation. 

It  is  a  constituent  principle  of  the  social  con- 
tract, that  the  property  and  employment  of  the 
citizens  should  be  conformable  with  the  object  of 
the  association,  and  the  ends  of  its  political  in- 
stitutions. 

The  General  Government  cannot  reach  the  em- 
ployments of  industry  in  any  other  way  than  by 
the  imposition  of  duties,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  exercise  the  power  to  advance  the  pros- 
perity of  the  nation. 

It  is  the  duty  of  Government  to  introduce  and 
cherish  all  such  branches  of  industry  as  are  ne- 
cessary to  supply  the  wants  and  secure  the  de- 
fence of  the  nation.  This  policy  is  enjoined  by 
the  maxim,  that  a  nation  should,  in  time  of  peace, 
prepare  for  war. 

A  dependence  on  other  nations  for  necessaries 
of  this  character,  might  endanger  the  safety  of  the 
nation;  our  Navy  is  a  most  precious  reliance  for 
the  defence  of  the  nation,  and  I  humbly  conceive 
it  would  be  true  policy  to  foster  the  production  of 
the  materials  necessary  to  the  construction  and 
equipment  of  our  ships,  rather  than  to  rely  wholly 
on  Russia  and  Sweden  for  them.  What  would 
be  our  condition  without  them  in  a  state  of  war 
with  those  Powers,  or  with  a  Power  that  could 
exclude  us  from  the  Baltic  ? 

The  establishments  necessary  for  the  fabrica- 
tion of  clothing  and  arms  should  be  introduced 
at  any  sacrifice.  No  imaginary  iidvantage  to  be 
derived  from  cheaper  productions  would  compexH 
sate  for  the  mischiefs  that  would  result  from  the 
want  of  the  means  of  self-subsistence  and  self- 
defence  in  time  of  war. 

A  dependence  on  the  exchange  of  our  raw  pro* 
ductions  of  agriculture  for  manufactured  goods, 
in  time  of  peace,  subjects  us  to  ail  the  inconveni- 
ences that  result  from  the  changes  and  fluctuations 
of  foreign  markets. 

Foreign  markets  are  afiected  by  changes  in  the 
industry  of  the  country ;  by  changes  of  policy ;  by 
an  alteration  in  their  relations  with  other  Pow- 
ers;— and  all  intercourse  is  suspended  by  a  war 
with  this  country. 

The  exchange  of  our  raw  productions  of  agri- 
culture for  the  manufacturedf  goods  of  other  na 
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tions  adds  to  the  indastry  and  wealth  of  other 
nations,  while  it  retards  xhe  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  our  own  resources.  The  industry  of  the 
nation  is  the  property  of  the  nation,  and  requires 
protection  against  the  interference  or  encroach- 
ment of  that  of  other  nations,  as  much  as  any 
other  species  of  property. 

It  is  said  that  tne  statesmen  of  Great  Britain 
are  opposed  to  the  policy  of  supporting  their  man- 
ufactures by  protecting  duties.  If  this  be  true,  it 
is  because  tney  no  longer  need  support;  they  have 
derived  all  the  benefit  that  protecting  duties  can 
^ive ;  they  have  acquired  all  the  skill  and  facility 
in  production  which  can  result  from  three  hun- 
dred years  of  protection.  B^  this  policy  their  man- 
ufacturing industry  has  attained  a  perfection  which 
sets  all  competition  at  defiance.  Her  statesmen  are 
governed  by  the  same  principle  now  as  formerly. 
It  was  then  her  interest  to  impose  restraints,  and 
it  is  now  her  interest  to  remove  them,  with  regard 
to  such  branches  as  are  beyond  competition. 

Suppose  England,  with  her  present  population, 
to  be  without  manufactures,  what  would  be  her 
course  of  policjr?  She  would  be  obliged  to  send 
a  large  proportion  of  her  population  to  her  colo- 
nies, or  to  support  them  as  paupers,  or  provide 
them  with  employment.  It  would  be  as  impossi- 
ble for  her  to  withstand  the  overwhelming  com- 
petition of  France  and  Holland,  as  it  now  is  for 
us  to  embark  in  competition  with  her.  She  would 
find  it  necessary  to  adopt  a  system  of  the  most 
rigid  restriction,  and  to  pursue  the  same  course  of 
policy  that  the  nation  adopted  under  Edward  IV., 
and  ror  the  same  reason. 

Every  consideration  of  interest  and  policy  re- 
quires the  introduction  of  those  branches  of  man- 
ufactures that  are  necessary  to  supply  the  wants 
and  secure  the  defence  of  the  country. 

It  is  the  dutv  of  Government  to  provide  employ- 
ment for  all  those  whom  the  existing  branches  of 
industry  will  not  accommodate,  and  who  are  idle 
for  want  of  employment. 

Production  and  consumption  are  the  great  en- 
gines of  industry.  Their  reciprocal  iofluence,  like 
the  opposite  powers  of  a  machine,  keep  society 
constantly  in  motion.  If  production  exceeds  con- 
sumption, idleness  ensues ;  if  consumption  exceeds 
production,  it  will  produce  a  more  vigorous  indus- 
try, until  the  balance  is  restored.  The  prosperity 
or  a  country  without  foreign  commerce  consists 
in  an  exact  balance  between  production  and  con- 
sumption. 

A  difierence  in  climate,  soil,  and  industry,  in 
difierent  nations,  renders  their  respective  produc- 
tions mutually  beneficial ;  and  it  is  the  policy  of 
commercial  nations  to  produce  more  than  is  neces- 
sary for  their  own  consumption,  and  to  maintain 
a  vigorous  and  diversified  industry,  by  the  mutual 
exchange  of  their  peculiar  productions. 

A  limited  portion  of  the  population  of  every 
agricultural  country  is  adequate  to  the  supply  of 
its  wants.  The  number  of  the  surplus  is  different 
in  different  countries,  and  is  modined  by  climate, 
soil,  and  state  of  society.  In  Great  Britain,  it  is 
stated  by  Lowe,  that  33  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion supply  the  country  with  provi^tions;  46  per 


cent,  are  engaged  in  trade  and  manufactures; 
and  that  21  per  cent,  comprise  all  the  aoproduc- 
tive  classes.  From  his  tables  of  productioQ,  con- 
sumption, and  exportation,  it  appears  that,  of  the 
number  engaged  in  manufactures,  28  per  cent 
supply  the  domestic  consumption,  and  18  percent. 
are  employed  for  exportation,  or  foreign  con- 
sumption. 

In  the  United  States,  it  appears,  from  the  n- 
turns  of  the  last  census,  that  83  per  cent  of  oor 
population  are  engaged  in  agriculture,  and  onlj 
4^  in  trade  and  manufactures. 

The  market  which  has  heretofore  sustained  the 
excess  of  our  agricultural  industry  is  diminislied; 
and,  allowing  one-half  of  our  population  to  beaUe 
to  supply  us  with  provisions,  and  an  agrieultoris: 
to  produce  as  much  here  as  in  Great  Britain,  33 
per  cent  of  our  population  do  not  produce  whii 
less  than  half  tne  number  could  produce,  with 
the  inducement  of  a  market  The  unproductirf 
classes,  with  such  as  are  unoccupied  ior  want  of 
employment,  make  up  the  remaining  13}  per  cent 
of  our  population. 

It  is  estimated  that  one-half  of  our  popalation 
would  be  competent  to  supply  the  country  with 
provisions;  that  25  per  cent  could  furnish  os 
with  the  necessary  manufactures  ;  that  10  per 
cent  would  embrace  all  the  unproductive  classes; 
and  that  the  remaining  15  per  cent,  might  be  em- 
ployed in  agriculture  or  manufactures  for  export- 
ation. 

Whether  the  population  of  a  country  is  more  or 
less  numerous,  without  a  foreign  market,  a  por- 
tion of  the  population  will  be  without  any  sore 
and  constant  employment ;  the  production  will 
exceed  the  consumption  of  the  country,  and  new 
branches  of  industry  will  become  necessary. 

The  permanent  excess  of  production  orer  con^ 
sumption  is  the  only  correct  criterion  bywhiel 
the  necessity  of  a  division  of  labor  b  to  be  dete^ 
mined.  This  does  not  depend  on  any  particulai 
ratio  of  the  population  to  the  extent  ot  country,  oi 
to  the  square  mile.  This  is  altogether  arbitrary 
and  uncertain. 

It  has  been  alleged  that  the  United  States  ar 
not  populous  enough  for  manufactures ;  thatOrct 
Britain  contains  165  to  a  square  mile,  and  thi 
the  whole  territory  of  the  United  States  does  nc 
contain  four  to  a  square  mile. 

It  would  have  been  as  fair  to  have  added  Caj 
ada  and  New  Holland  to  Great  Britain,  as  to 
region  beyond  the  Mississippi  to  the  United  Suts 
and  that  would  have  made  the  ratio  less  uneqoa 
Lowe  estimates  the  population  of  Englandjj 
1377,  some  time  aAer  the  woollen  manufacti 
was  established  in  that  country,  at  2,300,011 
which  is  only  about  forty-six  to  a  square  mile 
which  is  less  than  that  of  some  of  the  States ;  ao 
statesj  that  there  were  onlv  eighteen  towns  tl 
contained  above  3,000  inhabitants.  The  sup 
capacity  of  the  United  States  for  manufacture 
so  obvious,  that  it  would  be  a  waste  of  timei 
make  the  comparison. 

It  is  not  the  density  of  population  in  the  a 
try,  but  the  collection  of  people  in  towns  and  % 
lages,  that  facilitates  a  division  of  labor  and  H 
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sisfaes  a  sufficiency  of  bands,  and  a  market,  that 
will  support  a  direnified  industry.  There  is  no 
certain  rule,  but  the  one  before  stated ;  when  pro- 
dactioD  exceeds  consumption,  and  a  portion  of  the 
people  are  without  occupation,  for  want  of  em- 
jiIormeDt,  the  period  has  arrived  when  a  divbion 
of  labor  has  become  necessary.  This  rnle  is  cer- 
aio,  simple,  without  ambiguity,  and  admits  of 
n&iTersal  application. 

The  disposition,  or  employment  of  the  surplus 
popolatioD,  is  a  proper  subject  of  legislative  regu- 
JatJoQ.  ThbJnvolTes no  interference  with  Drivate 
lights,  and  is  no  violation  of  the  freedom  ol  indus- 
try ;  the  object  is  to  provide  employment  for  those 
who  have  none^  whose  industry  is  repressed  by 
the  policv  or  interfering  industry  of  other  nations, 
and  which  nothing  short  of  legislative  interfenenoe 
can  relieve. 

The  growth  of  our  manufactures  is  as  effectual- 
ly preveDted  by  the  moral  resU'aints  imposed  by 
the  superior  advantages  of  those  countries  with 
whom  we  have  a  free  and  regular  commercial  in- 
tercourse, as  if  they  were  under  legal  restrictions, 
aad  00  power  less  than  that  of  the  naiion  can  con- 
trol those  obstacles. 

This  is  an  important  branch  of  public  policy ;  it 
IS  the  true  foundation  of  political  economy,  the 
basis  of  national  wealth ;  every  system  that  is  not 
oected  on  this  foundation,  rests  on  the  sand. 

The  interference  of  (3overnment  to  secure  em- 
ployment to  this  class  of  the  population,  is  abso- 
mtely  necessary  to  render  the  nation  industrious. 
lodostry  vill  always  be  in  proportion  to  its  re- 
gard. U  a  farmer  has  no  market  for  his  surplus 
prodactioQs,  the  supply  of  his  own  wants  will  be 
tkt  meaxore  of  his  exertions ;  and  if  there  be  no 
foreign  demand  for  the  surplus  produce  of  the 
cooDtry,  the  industry  of  the  nation  will  be  limited 
to  the  supply  of  the  nation.  The  want  of  a  mar- 
ket for  surplus  productions  as  effectually  limits 
the  exertions  of  industry,  as  if  the  surplus  was  lia- 
ble to  the  grasp  of  a  licensed  plunderer,  as  is  now 
the  ca9e  in  Turkey.  Whether  tlie  surplus  of  the 
farmer  perishes  on  his  hands,  or  is  taken  from  him 
hf  force,  the.effect  on  industry  is  the  same^ 

It  is  the  policy  of  Grovernment  to  provide  ob- 
Fcts  for  the  occupation  of  all  the  citizens.  The 
general  prevalence  of  industry  among  the  greKt 
n^ass  of  the  people  is  indispensable  to  good  order, 
p^ce,  and  domestic  security  ;  to  prevent  idleness, 
pauperism,  and  crime,  and  all  those  mischiefs 
which  Qsaally  result  from  an  unoccupied  and  ne- 
cessitoQs  population. 

The  interference  of  Government  to  provide 
empJofmeot  for  labor,  is  necessary  to  encourage 
marriage  and  foster  the  increase  of  population. 
The  increase  of  population  is  usually  in  proportion 
to  the  means  of  acquiring  subsistence.  Man  is 
the  onlf  being  on  earth  that  is  endowed  with 
t&orai  and  intellectual  powers — to  multiply  the 
aomber,  is  to  subserve  the  designs  of  Providence^ 
^  extending  the  empire  of  moral  excellence; 
cambers  also  contribute  to  the  wealth  and  glory 
^  a  nation. 

Marriage  lies  at  the  foundation  of  society ;  it 
(S7ol?es  the  tenderest  relations  of  life;  is  the  nur- 


sery of  all  the  virtues,,  and  the  constant  scene  of 
their  exercise.  It  is  in  domestic  society  that  the 
principles  of  order,  subordination,  industry,  and 
virtoe,  are  acquired,  and  youth  are  trained. for  the 
duties  of  riper  years.  An  inability  to  provide 
support  for  a  family  deters  from  marriaj;e,  and 
retards  the  increase  of  population ;  it  is  rostered 
by  a  thriving  state  of  society— by  peace  and  secu- 
rity— and  by  all  those  moral  and  physical  causes 
which  encourage  industry  and  insure  its  reward. 

Again,  the  interference  of  Government  to  pro- 
cure employment  for  the  surplus  population  is  re- 
quired to  increase  the  wealth  of  the  nation. 

National  wealth  consists  in  the  improvements 
and  productions  of  industry,  and  in  the  general 
distribution  of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life 
among  the  great  body  of  the  people. 

The  great  sources  of  national  wealth  are  api- 
culture, manufactures,  internal  trade,  and  foreign 
commerce.  Each  of  these  branches  of  business 
contributes  more  or  less  to  sustain  the  industry  of 
the  nation-»united  they  multiply  the  operations 
of  labor,  and  lay  the  most  secure  and  sdid  foun- 
dation for  the  increase  of  consumable  commodi- 
ties, the  genuine  ingredients  of  national  wealth. 
It  is  necessary  to  the  health  of  the  body  politic, 
that  each  of  these  branches  should  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  peculiar  office  which  it  is  destined  to 
perform  in  the  operations  of  the  industry  of  the 
nation. 

A  disproportion  in  the  or^ns  necessary  to  ena- 
ble it  to  perform  its  proper  functions,  deforms  so- 
ciety as  much  as  a  disproportion  in  the  necessary 
members  would  deform  the  human  body — they 
are  all  necessary,  and  intimately  connected — the 
prosperity  of  one  is  interwoven  with  that  of  the 
other. 

Affriculture  furnishes  subsistence  and  i^w  ma- 
terials— manufacturing  industry  fabricates  and  im- 
proves the  raw  materials  for  use  and  consump- 
tion, and  furnishes  a  new  stock  of  rich  and  valu- 
able articles,  which  commerce  exchanges  for  the 
produce  and  manufactures  of  other  countries. 
The  invention  of  modern  times  has  greatly  aided 
and  extended  manufacturing  industry,  by  furnish- 
ing the  means  of  supplying  the  place)  and  avoid- 
ing the  expense  of  manual  labor,  by  machinery. 

The  annual  production  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  exclusive  of  pasture  and  food  for  beasts, 
is  estimated  by  Mr.  Lowe  at  £330,000,000,  which 
is  derived  from  the  following  sources : 

Agriculture    ,-        -        -        -£117,000,000 

Mines  and  minerals,  including 
coal 9,000,000 

Manufactures  -       -       -       -    114,000,000 

Internal  trade  and  banking     -     35,000,000 

Foreign  commerce  and  shipping     46,000,000 

Coasting  irade         -        -        -       2,000,000 

Fisheries,  exclusive   of  New- 
foundland    ....       2,000,000 

Foreign  income  remitted         -       5,000,000 

£330,000,000 

Manufactures  contribute  more  than  twenty-five 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  production— the  income 
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from  internal  trade  is  Icm  than  that  from  foreign 
commerce.  This  is  to  be  att^ribed  to  the  iimited 
extent  of  the  country.  Internal  trade  increases 
with  the  extent  of  the  country,  the  varietur  of  cli- 
mate it  embraces,  aud  the  facilities  of  its  iatmal 
communication.  The  internal  trade  of  China  is 
said  to  be  equal  to  the  whole  trade  of  the  seTcral 
States  of  Europe  with  each  other. 

It  is  stated  in  an  official  report  that  the  exports 
and  imports  of  France  in  1789  amounted  to  nearly 
800.000,000  of  francs,  and  that  the  whole  was  not 
a  fifteenth  part  of  her  internal  commerce.  The 
profits  of  the  industry  which  manufactures  and 
internal  trade  put  in  motion,  are  earned  within 
the  country,  and  operate  exclusively  for  its  bene- 
fit, by  augmenting  the  ineome  and  improring  the 
resources  of  the  country,  while  foreign  commerce 
benefits  the  industry  and  resources  of  all  nations 
indiscriminately. 

No  country  on  earth  has  so  many  natural  fa- 
cilities for  internal  intercourse  as  the  United 
States,  and  in  no  country,  when  our  resources 
come  to  be  fully  developed,  will  it  be  more  pro* 
ductire* 

Again,  the  interference  of  €k>Ternment  in  rela- 
tion to  its  surplus  population,  is  necessary  to  fix 
the  character  and  policy  of  the  nation,  it  is  the 
occupation  or  employment  of  the  surplus  popula- 
tion that  forms  the  political  charaeter  or  the 
nation. 

The  policy  which  we  have  heretofore  pursued 
was  adapted  to  the  existing  state  of  the  country 
in  relation  to  the  war  in  Europe;  but  is  not  suited 
to  the  new  stale  of  things  which  has  resulted  from 
a  general  peace;  nor  is  the  political  character  of 
the  nation  fully  settled ;  oor  moral  and  physical 
energies  may  be  devoted  to  war  and  conquest, 
or  to  peace  and  the  cultivation  of  the  arts,  which 
improve  and  adorn  society  according  to  the  di- 
rection we  give  to  the  passions  of  our  surplus 
population. 

Men  are  governed  by  their  passions;  and  it  is 
the  province  of  a  wise  Government  to  avail  itself 
of  the  passions  of  the  people,  and  to  render  them 
subservient  to  the  true  interest  of  the  nation. 
That  to  which  it  ffives  the  ascendency,  charac- 
terizes the  policv  of  the  nation,  and  fixes  its  des- 
tiny—this will  be  illostrated  by  a  recurrence  to 
history. 

It  was  the  policy  of  the  Romans  to  render  every 
other  passion  subservient  to  the  love  of  military 
glory,  and  that  formed  the  distinguishing  trait  in 
their  national  character.  The  Greeks  gave  the 
ascendency  to  the  love  of  literary  fame,  and  that 
formed  the  most  prominent  feature  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  nation. 

These  two  nations  are  thus  characterized  by  the 
great  Roman  poet,  in  the  form  of  an  ancient 
prophecy,  depicting  their  future  destinies : 

Excudent  alii  spirantis  mollius  mn. 
Credo  equidem ;  vitos  ducent  de  marmore  valtos ; 
Orabunt  causts  melius :  coeliqae  meatus 
Describent  radio,  et  surgentia  sidera  dicenC ; 
Tu  regere  imperio  popnlos,  Romans,  memento : 
Ha  tibi  erant  artes:  pscieqae  imponere  morsBi 
Pavsare  suhjectis,  at  oebeUara  aqpeibos. 


**  Let  othari  better  mould  the  mnaing  mats 
Of  metals ;  and  infona  the  breathing  brass ; 
And  soften  into  fiesh  a  marble  feoe ; 
Plead  better  at  the  bar,  describe  the  skies, 
And  when  the  stars  descend,  and  when  they  rise ; 
But,  Rome,  'tis  thine  alone,  with  awful  swsy, 
To  rule  mankiad,  and  make  the  world  obey  ! 
DispoaiDg  peace  and  war— thy  own  m^estictway— 
To  tame  the  proud — the  fettered  idave  to  free  v— 
These  are  imperial  arts,  and  worthy  thee !"— Dbidii 

The  disposition  of  the  surplus  population !» 
formed  the  character  and  policy  of  every  natioo 

It  was  the  policy  of  E^ypt  and  India,  as  it  ii 
that  of  China,  to  avoid  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  and  to  live  within  themselves.  The] 
employed  their  surplus  population  in  vast  military 
establishments,  and  in  public  works.  To  thi! 
policy  must  he  ascribed  the  canals,  the  magnifi 
cent  temples,  and  the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  and  U 
the  same  policy  most  oe  ascribed  the  great  wal 
and  the  canals  of  China.  They  were  obliged  ti 
preserve  a  balance  between  the  different  depart 
ments  of  industry,  in  order  to  secure  the  subsist 
enceof  the  nation ;  every  occupation  is  discouraget 
in  China  that  would  be  likely  to  draw  from  agri 
culture  the  proportion  necessary  to  subsist  th* 
nation. 

So  nicely  is  the  balance  of  production  and  coir 
sumption  adjusted,  that  foreign  commerce,  hj  di 
vertmg  labor  from  agriculture  to  manufactores 
would  endan^r  the  subsistence  of  the  nation. 

It  is  not  Irom  caprice,  therefore,  but  oo  tb< 
soundest  maxims  of  her  policy,  that  China  iotrr 
diets  the  extension  of  foreign  commerce  to  he 
citizens. 

The  effect  of  an  anti-commercial  policy  n  ti 
limit  industry,  and  to  multiply  the  proportion  d 
unproductive  hands ;  to  retard  the  progress  of  in^ 
provement :  to  keep  the  nation  stationary ;  to  reo 
der  it  selfish  and  unsocial ;  and  to  cherish  a  spiri 
of  jealousy  and  hostility  towards  other  nations. 

The  policy  of  Rome  was  war  and  extension  c 
empire.  She  had  no  friendly  intereonrse  wiri 
other  nations,  and  employed  the  whole  of  h< 
surplus  population  in  her  armies.  The  loie  ( 
militiry  glory  absorbed  ewerj  other  passion:  t 
be.distinguished  in  war  was  tne  highest  ambitio 
of  her  Uonsuls,  and  her  soldiers,  and  militai 
prowess  formed  the  themes  of  her  poets  sod  hi 
torians.  This  policy  was  hostile  to  the  peace  afl 
independence  of  all  nations,  and  oltimateijr  sul 
jected  them  to  her  dominion,  and  rendered  h 
the  mistress  of  the  world. 

In  Europe,  before  the  decline  of  the  feudal  sf 
tern,  every  man  was  a  soldier.  To  that  systfi 
succeeded  the  practice  of  employing  merceoani 
in  time  of  war,  who  in  peace  formed  a  banditl 
and  covered  Europe  with  rapine  and  disorder.  7 
relieve  the  country  from  tnis  scourge,  recoun 
was  had  to  standing  armies,  in  which  the  surph 
population  was  employed. 

After  the  discovery  of  America,  and  the  pa^ 
to  India  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  surpti 
population  of  Europe  was  taken  off  by  colon iz 
tion.  In  the  meantime,  the  arts  were  introdao 
into  Italy  from  Conalaatinople.    Towns  we 
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erected,  with  certain  immaDities  fevorable  to  lib- 
erty aod  industry.  The  inflaence  of  these  com- 
mon ities,  ia  tiding  the  sorerei^ns  to  carb  the  power 
of  the  Dobilitjr ;  ia  suppressing  robbery ;  in  re- 
presBiog  the  spirit  of  war,  by  giriDg  enf  ploy  men  t 
to  the  people ;  in  improving  agriculture,  and  in 
iflereasiog  the  comforts  of  society,  and  the  wealth 
of  the  country,  procured  their  establishment 
throagfaoat  Europe.  These  communities  were 
tbe  birth-place  and  nursery  of  manufactures  in 
Merent  countries,  and  are  enumerated  by  all  the 
vriten  on  the  subject,  as  one  of  the  principal 
caases  of  civilization  in  Europe.  A  demand  for 
tlie  products  of  indostry,  which  pervades  society 
IneTery  stage  of  its  progress,  rendered  intercourse 
beiveeo  the  several  nations  more  frequent,  re- 
mored  their  mutual  jealousies  and  prejadiees, 
wbieh  had  kept  them  in  perpetual  wars,  and  im- 
prared  the  mannen  and  ameliorated  the  condition 
of  the  people. 

Commerce  and  manufactures  introduced  a  new 
en  ia  the  htstoty  of  Europe.  The  several  nations 
adopted  a  policy  more  congenial  with  the  natuni 
ri^iits  of  men  and  the  improved  state  of  soeiety 
ilitQ  war. 

The  good  effects  of  industry  ia  tempertog  the 
Tioleace  of  the  passions,  and  in  enlisting  them  on 
the  side  of  law  and  order^  led  the  sovereigns  of 
Sarope  to  foster  the  establishments  of  industry  in 
their  domiaions.  New  objects  of  desire  brought 
flew  passions  into  exercise,  and  secured  the  ascen^ 
deocf  of  that  which  is  more  universal  and  eon- 
stast  in  its  operation  than  any  other,  and  better 
adapted  to  the  ends  of  the  social  nnion. 

Thnr  are  thus  taught  by  experience  to  estimate 
the  indaenee  of  the  passions  on  society,  and  the 
iaportaDce  of  giving  effect  to  that,  the  prevalence 
of  which  is  intimately  conneoted  with  the  peace, 
order,  and  prosperity,  of  society ;  the  great  secret 
of  modern  policy — ^the  true  foundation  of  public 
security. 

Thev  substituted  the  love  of  property  for  the 
love  of  military  giory,  and  lessenea  the  induce- 
meats  to  war  by  making  peace  the  interest  of  the 
geat  body  of  the  people,  by  a  productive  industry. 
Thb  policy  characterizes  all  their  regulation^  that 
tie  intoided  to  secure  employment  to  their  surplus 
popolatioD.  They  encouraged  manufactures  by 
secnnog  to  them  the  domestic  market,  and  by 
proridi^  a  market  for  them  in  other  nations,  by 
stipoboioDs  with  those  nations  for  the  mutual  ex- 
change of  their  prodoetions. 

The  effect  of  which  policy  is  to  increase  the 
qoaotitf  of  industry — to  lessen  the  number  of  un* 
prodoedVe  hands — to  facilitate  the  means  of  sub- 
sisteace  and  comfort,  and  to  render  the  whole  pop- 
^u<m  contented  and  happy. 

The  United  States  since  tnev  were  independent, 
hare  antil  recently,  found  it  their  interest  to  con- 
tiooe  the  policy  tnat  was  imposed  on  them  by 
Great  Britain  while  colonies ;  they  have  devoted 
tkeaiselves  almost  exclusively  to  agriculture,  and 
Ure  exported  their  provisions  and  raw  materials, 
*^  exchanged  them  for  the  manufactured  goods 
cf  other  cotmtries,  and  chiefly  for  those  of  Great 
SiitaiB. 


While  the  war  in  Europe  continued,  the  demand 
for  our  provisions  created  an  active  industry,  and 
pire  employment  to  all  our  citizens.  The  peace 
in  Europe,  by  enabling  those  countries  to  augment 
the  products  of  agriculture,  has  destroyed  the  de- 
mand for  our  provisions,  and  has  left  us  without  a 
market  for  our  surplus  productions,  or  with  a  very 
limited  one ;  many  articles  of  agricaitural  produce 
cannot  be  sold  for  the  cost  of  production  ;  this  has 
paralyzed  agricultural  industry ;  the  farmers  have 
contracted  their  operations  and  diminished  the 
number  of  their  hands. 

Improved  land  has  fallen,  and  become  the  most 
unprofitable  subject  for  the  investment  of  capital. 
The  whole  estimate  of  real  estate  in  New  York 
fell  18  per  cent,  under  the  advantage  of  a  vast  ex- 
penditure, from  1815  to  1821.  Many,  who  a  few 
years  since,  purchased  their  farms  on  credit,  have 
been  obliged  to  sell  them  at  a  sacrifice.  In  many 
cases  of  partial  payments,  farms  have  been  sold 
for  less  than  the  sum  for  which  they  were  mort- 
gaged, and  the  owners  are  ruined.  The  uncer- 
tainty of  a  market  for  the  productions  of  agricul- 
ture forbids  purchases  on  credit,  and  a  large  class 
of  industrious  citizens  are  without  any  certain  or 
constant  means  of  employment. 

Our  manufacturers  are  excluded  from  our  own 
markets  as  well  as  from  those  of  other  countries 
by  the  superior  advantages  of  British  manufac- 
turers. Their  industry  languishes,  and  many  of 
them  are  thrown  out  of  employment,  as  well  as 
the  farmers;  many  of  our  forges  are  abandoned; 
factories  erected  at  great  expense,  are  shut  op; 
many  flouring  mills  are  idle,  and  many  vessels  are 
lyine  at  our  wharves  for  want  of  freight.  The 
nutnoer  of  paupers,  especially  that  class  which 
require  only  occasional  relief,  is  rapidly  increasing. 
The  expense  of  paupers  in  New  York  increas^ 
from  1815  to  1822,  from  $245,000  to  $470,000. 

Permanent  paupers  to  the  whole  population  in 

England  are  in  the  ratio  -  -  of  1  to    22 

In  Pennaylvania       -  -  -  of  1  to  265 

In  Delaware     -       -  •  •  of  1  to  227 

In  New  York  -       -  -  -  of  1  to  220 

In  Connecticut         -  -  -  of  1  to  150 

In  New  Hampshire  -  -  -  of  1  to  100 

In  Massachusetts      •  •  -  of  1  to    68 

Perseverance  in  onr  present  condition  will  in- 
crease and  aggravate  these  evils.  It  is  the  settled 
policy  of  the  manufacturing  nations  of  Europe  to 
derive  the  means  of  subsistence  from  their  own 
soil,  and  without  a  market  for  our  surplus  produc- 
tions or  a  division  of  labor  by  the  introduction  of 
new  branches  of  industry,  a  portion  of  our  popu- 
lation will  be  without  employment. 

What  is  the  true  policy  of  the  nation  in  relation 
to  its  surplus  population  ? 

No  plan  wili  afibrd  permanent  relief  that  is  not 
calculated  to  embrace  the  whole  mass  of  our  sur- 
plus population  in  every  stage  of  society  to  the  ut- 
most extent  of  its  future  increase.  It  is  calculated 
that  the  United  States  will,  at  no  very  distant  pe- 
riod, contain  200,000,000  people,  and  if  we  divide 
this  population  as  that  of  Great  Britain  is  now  di« 
vided,  the  surplus  will  amount  to  36,000,000|  of 
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which,  at  least  3,000,000  will  he  men  capaUe  of 
hearing  arms. 

The  whole  of  these  people  roust  he  supported; 
GoTernment  must  enable  them  to  support  them 
selves,  or  must  support  them,  or  they  will  be  com- 
pelled to  seek  subsistence  by  means  less  favorable 
to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  society.  It  is  the 
province  of  a  wise  policy  to  guard  by  prudential 
provisions  against  an  event  so  unpropitious  as  the 
last. 

The  direction  which  we  now  give  to  the  em- 
ployment of  our  surplus  population  is  of  the  high- 
est importance ;  it  is  destined  to  endure  for  ages, 
to  fix  the  character  and  policy  of  an  immenite  em- 
pire, and  through  its  innuence  to  affect  the  moral 
condition  of  the  world. 

Government  must  mould  the  passions  to  its 
▼iews,  or  the  passions  will  mould  the  Government 
to  suit  their  gratification :  let  the  current  once  take 
its  course^  you  in  vain  attempt  to  change  its  di- 
rection ;  It  wears  a  deeper  and  deeper  channel,  till 
at  length  every  impediment  that  can  be  interposed 
to  obstruct  its  progress,  will  be  swept  away  by  its 
impetuosity. 

The  time  has  arrived,  in  the  progress  of  society 
in  the  United  States^  when  a  division  of  labor  has 
become  necessary;  it  will  not  be  possible  much 
longer  to  prevent  it ;  prudence  requires  that  we 
should  make  provision  for  its  introduction.  If  we 
forbear  to  refuse  to  act,  a  policy  may  be  forced 
on  us  which  may  be  contrary  to  our  wishes,  and 
hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  nation.  We  must 
direct  the  course  of  our  policy,  or  accident  will 
determine  it.  We  may  now  direct  and  control 
the  popular  passions;  we  may  give  them  an  im- 
pcdse  that  niay  fix  the  character  and  policy  of  the 
nation  conformable  to  our  wishes ;  but  an  attempt 
to  restrain  them,  when  once  they  have  become  in- 
flamed by  a  favorite  pursuit,  would  be  in  vain. 

There  are  onlv  three  courses  for  us  to  pursue : 
we  must  adopt  tne  policy  of  China,  of  Rome,  or 
of  modern  Europe. 

The  policy  ot  China  is  unsocial,  hostile  to  in- 
dustry, to  population,  to  the  cultivation  of  the  in- 
tellectual powers,  and  to  aU  those  improvements 
that  are  derived  from  the  mutual  intercourse  of 
nations. 

It  would  be  incompatible  with  our  moral  feel- 
ings and  habits,  as  well  as  views  of  national  pros- 
perity, to  imitate  the  policy  of  that  singular  Gov- 
ernment. 

Shall  we  adopt  that  of  Rome,  and  employ  our 
surplus  population  in  wars,  for  the  extension  of 
empire?  A  military  policy  would  require  that 
the  whole  energies  oi  the  nation  should  he  directed 
to  the  improvement  of  its  physical  force;  that  a 
military  spirit  should  pervade  the  nation ;  that  the 
love  of  military  glory  should  absorb  every  other 
passion;  and  tnat  distinction  in  war  shoiiid  be- 
come the  highest  object  of  ambition. 

Conquests  must  be  achieved,  the  empire  must  be 
enlarged,  your  generals  must  be  rewarded  with  the 
governments  of  the  conquered  countries,  and  your 
treasury  supplied  by  taxes  levied  on  them. 

What  would  be  the  end  of  this  policy  ?  Lift 
the  veil  that  hides  futurity  from  your  view ;  cast 


your  eyes  down  the  long  vista  of  time;  behold  a 
future  Pompey  returning  from  his  government, 
loaded  with  wealth  and  military  honors,  seeking 
a  new  command ;  behold,  on  the  other  hand,  a  fu- 
ture Csesar,  preferring  his  claim  to  a  choice  of  the 
provinces,  and  returning  with  his  legions  to  sup- 
port his  pretensions;  see  the  State  divided,  dis- 
tracted, and  terrified,  by  the  conflict  between  these 
mighty  conquerors.  The  sword  decides  the  con- 
test ;  victory  inclines  for  Cesar ;  and  now.  witb- 
oat  a  rival,  he  is  no  longer  satisfied  with  naif  of 
the  empire,  he  claims  the  whole;  and  the  Senate, 
the  last  hope  of  the  Republic,  overawed  by  his  for- 
tune, submits  to  the  conqueror,  Hind  liberty  ex- 
pires! 

Who  can  contemplate  this  picture,  witboot 
shrinking  from  the  thought  of  a  military  policy? 

What  has  happened  may  happen  again ;  human 
nature  is  the  same  in  every  age,  and  the  tendency 
of  the  passions,  in  like  circumstances,  is  the  same. 
The  spirit  of  conquest  lessens  the  force  of  domes- 
tic attachments,  relaxes  the  ties  that  bind  society 
together,  and  enfeebles  the  restraints  of  moral  ob- 
ligation. 

The  spirit  of  the  age,  the  state  of  societv,  onr 
local  situation,  and  the  principles  of  onr  political 
institutions,  forbid  our  adopting  the  policy  oi 
Rome,  or  becoming  a  conquering  nation. 

Our  true  policy  consists  in  the  improvement  of 
our  physical  and  moral  condition,  not  in  the  ex- 
tension of  empire.  It  is  oar  interest,  in  imitation 
of  the  policy  of  modern  Europe,  by  a  prodactire 
industry,  to  give  employment-  to  all  our  citizens, 
to  insure  the  means  of  subsistence  to  all — to  make 
peace  the  interest  of  all,  by  a  community  of  inter- 
ests, by  a  common  participation  in  the  enjoyments 
of  society,  and  by  all  those  ties  by  which  the  so- 
cial union  is  cemented,  and  the  country  endeared 
to  its  citizens. 

The  only  practicable  course  to  effect  these  pur- 
poses is  to  introduce  and  foster  a  branch  of  indus- 
try which  will  contribute  to  the  supply  of  our  own 
wants  and  will  furnish  productions  which  are  in 
demand  in  other  countries,  and  to  secure  a  market 
for  them,  by  establishing  commercial  intercourse 
with  those  countries.  No  branch  of  industry  can 
be  compared  with  manufactures  in  this  respect 

Most  nations  raise  their  own  provisions,  but  feir 
supply  themselves  wholly  with  mannfactured 
^oods.  There  are  no  commodities  for  which  thei« 
IS  so  universal  and  uniform  a  market — they  are  an 
object  of  desire  to  the  civilized  man  and  to  the  sar^ 
age ;  the  demand  for  them  is  co-extensive  with  tbfl 
habitable  eartn,  and  will  be  coeval  with  its  darai 
tion.  > 

The  durable  nature  of  most  manufactures,  and 
the  general  demand  for  them,  render  them  mocfl 
fitter  to  sustain  the  changes  and  fluctuations  ol 
foreign  markets,  than  the  productions  of  agriculi 
ture. 

The  labor  of  that  portion  of  our  population 
which  exceeds  the  number  necessary  to  maintai 
our  present  rate  of  agricultural  productions,  i 
competent  to  produce  the  greater  part  of  necessarj 
manufactures. 

The  establishment  of  manufactures  would  divi^ 
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the  labor  of  agriculture  between  provisions  and 
raw  oiaterials,  would  furnish,  a  domestic  market 
for  a  portion  of  them,  and  would  reduce  the  sur- 
plus for  exportation  within  the  limits  of  the  de- 
loaad  for  foreign  consumption. 

The  iotroduction  of  manufacturing  establish- 
EDents  among  us  cannot  be  effected  without  some 
difficaltf ;  bat  the  advantages  that  will  result  to 
the  community  will  compensate  for  the  sacrifice. 

Such  are  the  advantages  of  the  British  manu- 
factarer  over  the  American,  that  the  duties  here- 
tofore laid,  together  whh  all  the  incidental  ex- 
penses, do  DOt  prevent  his  underselling  him  in  our 
own  market,  except  in  a  few  cases  in  which  they 
wereinteoded  to  be  prohibitory.  The  superiority 
of  the  British  manufacturer  results  from  low 
wages,  which  lessen  the  price  of  production,  and 
aQQolimited  market,  which  enables  him  to  sell  for 
a  small  profit,  or  at  a  low  price.  The  price  of 
labor  is  in  pronortion  to  the  expense  of  living  and 
ihe  scarcity  or  hands.  There  n  very  little  differ- 
ence in  the  expense  of  living ;  dothine  is  dearer, 
but  provisions  are  cheaper  here  than  there.  The 
expense  of  a  pauper  is  very  nearly  the  same  in  the 
two  coQQtries. 

Hands  are  scarcer  and  common  laborers  live 
better  here  than  in  Great  Britain ;  this  last  cir- 
cumstance is  the  result  of  the  state  of  society,  and 
the  equality  of  oar  political  institutions,  and  it  is 
Bot  the  wish  of  patriotism  that  it  should  be  other- 
wise. 

Hands  are,  however,  in  suflElcient  numbers  for 
the  establishments  that  would  be  erected  for  some 
ume  to  come,  and  the  number  will  increase  as 
ihey  may  be  required  for  new  employments.  Be- 
sdes,  the  price  of  labor  is  relative,  it  is  in  propor- 
tion to  the  compensation  of  other  employments, 
ud  the  price  of  all  other  things,  and  the  differ- 
ence is  almost  wholly  done  away  by  the  use  of 
machinery. 

The  American  capitalist  has  no  encouragement 
to  inrest  his  capital  in  manufacturing  esiablish- 
ments,  ooless  he  can  be  assured  of  the  domestic 
^rket,  and  this  cannot  be  assured  to  him  in  any 
^^  ^1  ^^^'^  ^y  ^^^  imposition  of  duties  equal 
^Q  the  difference  ia  the  price  at  which  the  British 
>ad  American  manufacturer  can  afford  to  sell  the 
^e  article  in  oar  market. 

The  additional  duty  will  necessarily  enhance 
the  price  of  the  goods  to  the  consumer,  until  it  is 
reduced  by  the  acquisition  of  skill,  experience, 
and  aa  extended  market,  by  the  American  manu- 
facturer. 

The  additional  price,  however,  is  not,  as  has 
weo  alleged,  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  man- 
Qiactorer.  It  is  divided  amon^  all  who  in  any 
^^P^t  eoDtribate  to  the  production  of  the  article. 
The  farmer  will  receive  a.  portion  of  it  in  the  in- 
creased price  of  the  raw  materials  and  provisions 
vhieh  he  furnishes.  The  workmen  will  receive 
i  part  of  it  in  their  wages,  and  the  manufac- 
'^  will  onlw  reuin  the  ordinary  profit  on  his 
aptaL 

Nor  is  the  additional  price  secured  by  the  duty 
^HQced  by  the  consumers  without  a  eonsidera- 
^*,  they  are  compensated  by  theaugmeated  de- 
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mand  and  increased  price  of  their  labor  and  com- 
moditio.  The  additional  price  will,  indeed,  be 
divided  among  all  classes  of  society,  and  all  will 
be  reimbursed  by  the  impulse  it  will  give  to  the 
industry  of  all. 

The  additional  duties  will  secure  to  the  country 
all  the  advantages  which  can  result  to  its  industry 
and  wealth,  from  the  fabrication  of  nearly  thirty 
millions  of  manufactured  goods,  which  now  add 
to  the  industry  and  resources  of  other  nations. 

If  the  duties  in  the  bill  are  not  properly  grad- 
uated, they  may  be  altered ;  that  forms  no  oojec- 
tion  to  the  principle. 

There  is  very  little  doubt  if  our  industry  is 
directed  to  such  manufactures  as  are  aided  by 
machinery,  and  employed  on  such  raw  materials 
as  the  country  produces  in  sufficient  quantity,  and 
at  a  reasonaole  rate,  but  that  they  will  succeed 
under  a  reasonable  protection.  Skill  and  experi- 
ence will  follow,  capital  will  be  accumulated,  and 
our  manufacturers  will  soon  be  able  to  supply  our 
own  wants  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  to  sustain  a 
competition  with  foreign  manufacturers  in  foreign 
markets. 

The  successful  establishment  of  manufactures 
will  give  activity  to  agriculture,  will  cement  our 
Union  by  the  ties  of  mutual  interest,  by  creating 
an  internal  trade  between  the  different  sections  of 
the  country,  by  beneficial  exchanges  of  raw  ma- 
terials and  provisions  for  manufactured  ^oods,  will 
provide  materials  for  a  permanent  and  increasing 
foreign  commerce,  will  diffuse  the  means  of  com- 
fort among  the  poorer  clashes  of  the  community, 
and  will  augment  the  wealth,  strength,  and  hap- 
piness of  the  nation. 

But  the  policy  embraced  by  the  bill  is  recom- 
mended by  still  higher  considerations.  It  will 
repress  the  spirit  of  conquest,  will  secure  the  peace 
or  the  country  by  making  its  continuance  the  in^ 
terest  of  all  our  citizens,  and  it  will  have  a  salu- 
tary influence  on  the  moral  condition  of  the  world, 
by  exhibiting  an  example  of  a  people  living  under 
free  institutions,  wholly  devoted  to  the  pursuits  of 
private  industry  and  the  cultivation  of  the  arts 
which  improve  and  adorn  society — cultivating  a 
friendly  intercourse  with  all  nations,  and  contri- 
buting, by  mutual  exchanges  of  the  products  of 
their  industry,  and  a  reciprocation  of  good  offices 
to  the  haf^ness  of  all. 

Under  a  conviction  that  the  policy  involved  in 
the  bill  will  contribute  to  these  results,  and  render 
the  country  a  blessing  to  the  world,  I  shall  con- 
clude my  remarks  with  regard  to  it  with  the  wish 
of  Father  Paul,  in  relation  to  his  country — ^  etto 
perpetuaJ^^ 

When  Mr.  Wooo  had  taken  his  seat — 

Mr.  Gasnbtt  said,  although  the  immediate 
subject  before  the  Committee  was  a 'motion  to 
strixe  out  the  minimum  on  cottons,  following  the 
exam[^e  of  those  who  had  preceded  him  in  the 
debate,  he  should  take  the  opportunity  to  offer 
some  of  his  views  on  the  general  merits  of  the  bill. 
He  did  not  intend  to  take  so  wide  a  range  as  some 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  spoken ;  for.  if  he  had 
the  inclination,  he  had  not  tne  physical  ability  to 
be  elaborate. 
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More  important  conaequeoces,  said  Mr.  G.,  than 
those  involved  in  the  policy  of  this  bill,  could 
scarcely  be  presented  to  the  hopes  or  the  fears  of 
the  nation.  It  is  a  policy  which,  departing  from 
the  true  and  safe  design  of  the  Constitution,  which 
limits  the  power  of  taxation  to  raisins  revenue, 
assumes  a  principle  that  renders  it  undennable  and 
illimitable — a  principle,  which,  under  the  pretext 
of  promoting  tne  national  wealth  and  independ- 
ence, enables  the  Government  to  destroy  tbe  rev- 
enue ;  to  violate  the  rights  of  property ;  to  change 
the  political  relations  of  the  States  that  compose 
the  Confederacy ;  and,  perhaps,  finally  to  subvert 
the  Constitution  itself.  Since  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  said  Mr.  G.,  1  have  witnessed 
the  discussion  of  many  questions  of  the  deepest 
interest,  affecting  the  integrity  and  existence  of 
the  Constitution — questions  which  produced  an 
intensity  of  excitement  proportioned  to  their  high 
importance ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  none  has  ever 
been  agitated,  which  more  deserves  to  excite  our 
interest  and  anxiety,  than  the  present ;  for,  if  the 
policy  now  proposed  should  be  adopted,  tbe  Con- 
stitution itself  is  no  longer  of  any  value,  it  is  in- 
sufficient for  the  ends  for  which  it  was  established  ; 
it  is  inadequate  to  secure  our  liberty  and  happiness. 
If  a  legislature,  which  is  supposed  to  contain  the 
assembled  wisdom  of  the  freest,  (it  does  not  become 
me  to  say  the  most  enlightened,)  people  on  earth, 
in  this  advanced  ag:e  of  human  reason,  in  a  time 
of  profound  tranquillity,  without  foreign  force  or 
internal  corruption,  can,  after  mature  deliberation, 
under  an  idea  of  public  benefit,  voluntarily  revive 
a  system  of  policy  which  belongs  to  a  darker  age ; 
which  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the  tights  of 
property,  and  the  principles  of  free  government; 
which  alike  sets  at  naught  the  speculations  of 
philosophy,  the  lessons  of  experience,  and  the  ob- 
ligations of  justice;  and  which  goes  to  surrender 
afl  our  acquisitions  of  wealth,  liberty,  and  knowl- 
edge, and  to  subvert  the  whole  frame  of  polity 
which  we  have  established  for  their  security  and 
advancement;  such  a  spectacle  must  be  calculated, 
sot  only  to  destroy  all  prospects  of  our  own  hap- 
piness^  but  to  extinguish  the  best  hopes  for  the 
future  progress  and  improvement  of  numan  so- 
ciety. It  will  show  the  perversity  of  man  to  be 
tueh|  that  no  matter  what  blessing  a  kind  Provi- 
dence may  have  bestowed  on  him;  no  matter 
what  advantages  he  may  have  secured  by  his  wis- 
dom, or  achieved  by  his  valor,  they  are  not  des- 
tined to  endure;  that  there  is  a  morbid  principle 
in  his  nature  which  forbids  the  perfection,  and 
limits  the  duration  of  his  happiness ;  and  that,  if 
if  evil  does  not  assail  him  from  some  external 
source,  he  will  find  or  fabricate  it  for  himself. 

When  a  new  measure  of  policy  is  proposed, 
while  it  is  important  to  understand  its  true  charac- 
ter, it  is  sometimes  not  un instructive  to  examine 
the  motives  which  lead  to  it.  And,  when  I 
speak  of  motives,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  that 
I  allude  to  the  great  body  of  manufacturers  in  the 
nation,  not  to  tJbieir  Representatives  in  this  House, 
who  are  acting  in  obedience  to  their  instructions. 
The  alleged  motive  of  tbe  proposed  system  is  the 
promotion  of  the  national  wealth  and  independ- 


ence ;  but,  is  it  not  strange  that  the  patriotic  zeal 
for  these  objects  should  be  confined  entirely  to 
certain  classes  of  individuals,  and  to  geographical 
divisions  1    Is  it  not  strange  that  the  people  of 
the  South,  whose  patriotism  has  never  been  im- 
peached, or  even  suspected,  as  far  as  1  kDow, 
should,  all  at  once,  be  entirely  insensible  to  con- 
siderations of  national  prosperity,  and  should  noi 
only  not  participate  in  the  zeal  for  its  promotioa, 
but  should  be  passionately  opposed  to  it  1    Is  it  not 
passing  strange  that  their  grievances  should  be 
made  tbe  pretext  for  the  system,  and  yet,  that  the 
remedy  should  apply  exclusively  toothers?   Yes! 
their  grievances,  I  say,  because  the  apology  is,  the 
refusal  of  foreigners  to  receive  our  agricultural 
produce ;  (the  people  of  the  South  are  all  agricul- 
turists ;)  and  yet  the  benefit  accrues  entirely  to 
the  manufacturers.    Do  not  these  consideratiooi 
force  every  dispassionate  mind  to  the  conclusion; 
that  general  prosperity  and  national  indeDendeoce 
are  not  contemplated  by  this  system? — tnat  local 
advantages,  individual  wealth,  and  dangerous  ag- 
grandizement are  its  real  objects. 

But,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  was  willing  to  meet  gen- 
tlemen on  the  question  of  national  wealth  and 
independence.  That,  afler  all,  was  the  real  qu^- 
tion.  Gentlemen  mieht  consider  the  subject  in 
as  many  relations  as  Uiey  pleased — ^liistorical,  po- 
litical, economical,  financial,  metaphysical— (and 
he  believed  it  had  been  considered  in  all  tfane 
and  many  others^)  the  true  inquiry  was  this: 
Would  the  national  wealth  be  increased  or  dimin- 
ished ?  If  it  would  be  increased,  were  the  means 
just  and  lawful  ?  And  if  it  would  be  dimiuislied, 
were  there  any  advantages  to  compensate  us  for 
the  sacrifice  ?  He  thouffht  it  would  not  be  dif- 
ficult to  demonstrate  that  the  national  wealth 
would  be  diminished,  that  there  could  be  do  com- 
pensation for  this  diminution,  and  that  the  mean 
were  unjust  and  unconstitutional. 

Why  the  very  statement  of  the  question  implied 
that  there  was  an  imoiediate  loss  to  the  nation 
from  this  system.  What  did  it  propose?  Certain 
manufacturers  came  to  you,  and  said  they  could 
not  sell  their  manufactures,  because  foreignerii 
brought  commodities  of  the  same  kind  to  thi^ 
country,  and  sold  them  cheaper  than  they  could 
do,  and  they  asked  you  to  raise  the  price  ol  tbemj 
to  make  your  citizens  pay  more  for  them.  Tfai^ 
immediate  loss  nobody  did,  nobody  could,  deoyi 
but  the  pretext  was,  that  it  was  temporary;  thai 
subsequently,  the  consumer  would  be  indemoii 
fied,  directly^  by  getting  the  domestic  manufactui^ 
cheaper  than  the  foreign  ;  and  indineUy^  by  get 
ting  a  higher  price  in  the  home  market,  for  bii 
own  prcKJucts.  Now,  on  the  reality  of  this  pro 
mised  indemnification,  the  whole  question  de 
pended.  If  there  were  no  such  indemnity^  th| 
system  must  be  abandoned,  as  utterly  indefensibij 
and  absurd ;  unless  it  could  be  shown  that  then 
was  some  other  advantage  in  it  to  compensate  foi 
its  evils.  He  should  endeavor  to  prove  that  tt^ 
expectation  of  any  such  indemnity  or  any  oth< 
benefit,  was  entirely  fallacious,  cut,  before  b 
entered  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  he  would  tall 
occasion  to  remark,  that,  if  there  really  was  t 
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compeosatory  eircumstsDces  in  this  sfxtein,  the 
manoer  ia  which  the  immediate  loss,  which  was 
admitted,  was  distribated  in  the  community,  was 
to  ioqairy  of  the  highest  importance — an  inquiry 
involfiug  the  justice  of  the  measure,  and  the  right 
of  the  Gorernment  to  take  the  property  of  one 
citizen  without  compensation,  and  give  it  to  ano- 
ther, and  to  reduce  the  mass  of  national  wealth, 
without  a  public  benefit.  With  a  view  to  show 
in  what  manner  this  loss  was  distributed,  he  would 
read,  (if  he  should  not  be  acccused  of  egotism,) 
from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture, 
made  in  1821,  an  extract  which  contained  a  more 
precise  and  accurate  illustration  of  the  distribu- 
tire  operation  of  protecting  duties,  than  any  he 
conld  then  think  of ;  and  which,  he  was  bold  to  say, 
bat  for  a  single  error  or  inadvertence  not  affect- 
ingthe  general  conclusion,  which  had  been  point- 
ed out  to  him  by  an  honorable  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  RivBS,)  would  be  found  entirely 
unexceptionable : 

''The first  position  that  it  will  be  attempted  to 
prove,  is,  that  the  necessary  effect  of  an  increase  of 
doticf  u,  to  diminish  both  immediately  and  ultimately, 
the  amount  of  national  wealth.  The  loee,  however, 
of  the  nation,  the  Joes  of  those  who  pay  the  duties, 
and  the  gain  of  those  who  receive  them,  do  not 
•Iwiyi  correspond,  but  very,  with  particular  circum- 
itanccf.  In  what  manner  this  loss  and  gain  are  dis- 
tributed in  tocietj,  will  be  best  illustrated  by  an  ex- 
ample. If,  for  instance,  a  community  of  four  persons 
were  engaged  in  an  occupation  which  enabled  them 
to  reslixe  six  per  cent,  on  equal  capitals,  and  three  of 
t^m  were  to  give  the  fourth  one  per  cent  or  one- 
third  of  one  per  cent,  each,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on 
an  employoient  in  which,  unassisted,  he  could  only 
mtks  five  per  cent^  it  is  evident  that  the  loss  of  the 
contribators  would  be  one  per  cent^  and  that  it  would 
bi  azadly  the  loes  of  the  colnmunity,  whilst  the  gain 
of  the  reeeiTer  woold  be  nothing ;  and,  unless  that 
put  of  his  profite  which  he  received  from  the  othen  was 
ss  {Rwiactively  employed  as  it  was  by  them,  he  might 
bo  I  looer,  and  thus  still  further  augmeint  the  loss  of  the 
MDiDQnity.  Bat  this  is  a  case  that  would  not  be  apt 
t9  oecor.  The  fourth  indiTidual  must  have  some- 
thing more  than  six  per  cent,  which  he  already  made, 
to  induce  him  to  abandon  his  old  occupstion,  and 
ponne  a  new  one,  say  seven  per  cent.  In  this  case, 
the  others  would  have  to  pay  him  two-thirds  of  one 
pe<  ecnt.  each.  It  is  obvious,  now,  that  the  loss  of 
^  eoQtribators  would  be  two  per  cent ;  that  the  gain 
of  tbe  reeeiTer  would  be  one  per  cent.,  and  that  it 
^odld  correspond  with  the  loos  of  the  community, 
whkk  would  also  be  one  per  cent,  or  the  dtflerenee 
boteccB  the  jyroductive  value  of  his  old  snd  new  em- 
jtoywnt  if  this  boonty  were  given  to  induce  an 
indiijrfoal  to  oontinue  an  oocopatioik  in  which  he  was 
Already  engaged,  then,  althoogn  the  oonthbutor  would 
^  Mil  he  paid,  and  the  receiver  would  gain  it;  the 
cofflfflwiitj  woald  lose  nothing,  and  there  would  only 
be  a  trtnsliBr  of  wealth  from  one  to  another.  This, 
however,  would  not  be  the  case  with  a  manufacture 
thtti  oontinned  by  a  bounty.  There  would  be  an  im- 
mediate less,  occaisioned  by  the  increased  cost  of  con- 
(amption;  nor  woald  it  be  possible  to  make  one 
etnpiojment  so  much  more  profitable  than  another, 
without  its  attracting  capital  from  that  other;  and 
this  would  be  the  source  of  innumerable  other  losses, 


hereafter  to  be  noticed.  In  the  case  that  has  been 
stated,  it  is  clear,  that  the  loss  of  the  contributors  is 
exactly  what  they  pay ;  the  gain  of  the  reeeiTer  is  their 
loss,  less  the  difference  between  the  productive  Tslue 
of  his  old  and  new  employment,  and  the  loss  of  the 
community  is  precisely  this  difference.  In  manufac- 
tures, soch  would  be  Uie  operation  of  a  duty  that  was 
prohibitory  ;  a  duty  that  was  merely  protective,  would 
peroait  a  portion  of  the  commodities  consumed  to  be 
bought  of  foreigners,  and  thus  a  part  of  it  would  go 
into  the  Treasury.  This  would  not  vary  the  propor- 
tion of  the  loss  and  gain  of  the  contributors  and  re- 
ceivers,  but  would,  in  some  degree,  increase  the  loss 
ef  the  community,  as  composed  of  both,  as  this  por- 
tion of  the  duty  would  be  less  productively  employed 
by  the  Government  than  it  would  have  been*  had  it 
remained  in  the  hands  of  either  of  the  parties.  This 
does  not  prove  that  prohibitory  are  better  than  pro- 
tecting dutiea.  There  are  other  consequences  which 
make  duties  injurious  in  proportion  to  their  amount. 
All  these  observmtions  may  be  applied,  {mutatU  mu- 
tandis,) to  the  consumers,  the  manufacturers,  and  the 
nstion,  under  the  protecting  duty  system.  Two  de- 
scriptions of  persons  would  derive  the  benefit;  a  few, 
who  continue  their  old  employments,  and  a  great 
many  who  engage  in  new  ones.  In  both  cases,  the 
loss  of  the  consumer  Is  what  he  pays,  and  is  unre- 
deemed by  any  circumstances  whatever.  In  the  first 
case,  the  loss  of  the  nation  arises  from  the  increased  cost 
of  consumption ;  in  the  second,  it  arises  from  this  cause, 
and  the  diminished  productive  value  of  the  new  em- 
ployments of  society.  In  the  first  case,  the  gain  of  the 
manufacturer  b  the  loss  of  the  consumer,  less  the  in- 
creased cost  of  his  own  consumption ;  in  the  second, 
it  is  this  loss  diminished  by  the  same  cause,  and  the 
diminished  productive  value  of  his  labor*  But,  be- 
sides these  direct  losses,  there  are  others,  indirect  and 
collateral,  which  are,  however,  not  less  inevitable; 
losses  which  sffect  the  consumers,  and,  in  some  d^ 
gree,  ultimstely  reach  the  manufacturers  themselves.'' 

This  statement  left  entirely  out  of  view  all 
those  indirect  and  collateral  losses. arising  from 
the  destruction  and  suspension  of  the  fixed  and 
the  circulating  capital  of  the  country ;  from  the 
diminution  of  consumption,  and  conseauently]  of 
production;  from  forcing  commercial  capital 
abroad  in  search  of  employment;  and  from  the 
general  stagnation  of  business  produced  by  the 
compulsory  transfer  of  property,  and  by  the  reluc- 
tant exertions  of  vicarious  and  unrewarded  indus- 
try; these,  and  many  other  evil  conseouence?, 
were  inevitable;  but  they  were  undefinable  and 
incalculable,  because  they  were  immeasurable  and 
progressive.  Each  might  furnish  matter  for  a 
separate  argument ;  but  he  meant  to  coiifine  him- 
self to  the  immediate,  direct,  and  admitted  lose, 
which,  though  inferior  in  magnitude  to  the  col- 
lateral losses,  was  susceptible  of  more  strict  calcu- 
lation. If  he  could  show  that  there  was  no  com- 
pensation for  this,  it  would  be  enough.  The 
development  of  all  its  unhappy  consequences 
might  aggravate  the  inexpediency  of  the  polity, 
but  could  not  render  it  more  clearly  unjust  and 
absurd. 

I  am  aware,  continued  Mr.  G.,  that  every  argu- 
ment which  does  not  profess  to  be  founded  on 
statistical  facts,  but  appeals  to  general  principles, 
is  stigmatized  by  the  advocates  of  this  system  aa 
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theoretical.    Bat  this  is  only  one  of  the  artifices 
of  the  rhetoricians,  whereby  a  speaker  endeavors 
to  weaken  and  discredit  a  charge,  to  which  he 
knows  himself  to  be  liable,  by  bringing  it  against 
his  adversary.  In  the  invidious  sense  of  the  term, 
they  are  certainly  more  liable  to  the  charge  than 
their  opponents.    The  truth  is,  both  parties  have 
theories,  if  they  have  general  principles.    The 
difference  is.  that  the  theory  of  the  enemies  of  the 
system  has  oeen  approved  and  confirmed  by  the 
reason  and  experience  of  mankind,  while  that  of 
its  friends  has  been  condemned  and  exploded — has 
been  proved  to  be  (what  it  will  now  turp  out  to 
be  in  more  than  one  sense)  a  speculation — to  be 
a  system  founded,  not  on  a  cautious  examination 
ana  inductive  arrangement  of  facts,  but  on  partial 
views,  incoherent  generalizations,  and  hazardous 
conjectures.    A  theory  (which,  properly  speaking, 
must  be  derived  from  the  observation  of  facts,)  is 
nothing  more  than  the  expression  of  the  general 
principle  which  explains  the  relation  of  cause  and 
effect  as  to  these  facts,  and  being  thus  evolved  by 
events  that  have  happened,  is  applicable  fairly  to 
those  that  are  to  come.    If  a  statesman  affirms 
tnat  a  system  of  measures  will  be  followed  by  a 
chain  of  consequences,  he  must  certainlv  have 
some  general  principles,  some  theory  by  which  he 
can  explain  their  connexion.    If  he  can  ^ive  no 
better  reason  for  his  assertion  than  bis  belief  that 
such  measures  had  been  followed  by  such  conse- 
quences heretofore ;  if  he  is  unable  to  explain  why 
tne  cause  should  produce  the  effect;  and  if  his 
expectations  conflict  with  received  maxims,  why, 
there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  he  labors  un- 
der some  mistake;  and  that  such  consequences 
have  either  not  taken  place  at  all,  or  that  they 
have  existed  under  different  circumstances,  or  have 
been  owing  to  other  causes  than  those  to  which 
he  ascribes  them.    But  though  we  have  a  right 
to  expect  some  exposition  of  the  general  principles 
of  the  system,  in  all  that  I  have  heard  in  this 
Hoase,  or  read  out  of  it.  said  Mr.  G.,  I  have  met 
with  no  attempt  to  analyze  and  demonstrate  its 
necessary  tendency  to  increase  the  national  wealth, 
its  modus  cperandi.    Instead  of  this,  gentlemen  in- 
Tariably  appeal  to  what  they  choose  to  denominate 
facts  or  examples,  which  either  do  not  exist,  or 
which,  if  admitted,  would  depend  entirely  on  the 
general  principles  by  which  they  are  explained, 
whether  they  support  or  overthrow  their  argu- 
ment.   Their  favorite  example,  and  one  which 
the  Speaker  has  made  the  theme  of  a  considerable 
part  of  his  speech,  (which  was  characterized  by 
nis  usual  eloquence,)  is  that  of  England.    But 
most  of  the  enlightened  men  in  England,  both  theo- 
retical and  practical,  are  united  in  the  opinion 
that  she  has  become  wealthy,  not  hy  the  restrictive 
system^  but  in  spiie  of  it ;  presenting  a  weight  of 
authority  asainst  this  system,  that  it  would  be 
more  chivalrous  than  logical  even  for  the  Speaker 
to  defy.    England  owes  her  prosperity  to  her 
great  moral  and  natural  advantages — to  the  genius 
and  enterprise  of  her  people — her  comparatively 
free  institutions — ^her  insular  position — fuel;  navi- 
gation, colonies,  &c.    If  she  owes  it  to  her  re- 
strictive system,  let  it  be  shown  how  it  has  op- 


erated.   This  cannot  be  done.    Gentlemen  must 
first  show  that  the  causes  I  have  enumerated,  oa 
the  authority  above  alluded  to,  either  have  had  no 
effect  at  all,  or  they  must  assign  to  them  the  pre- 
cise quaiUum  of  effect  they  have  produced ;  and 
then,  if  any  yet  remain  unaccount^  for,  they  still 
have  the  task  of  proving  that  it  is  owing  to  the 
restrictive  system.   But  political  economy,  though 
admitting  of  a  great  degree  of  certainty  in  its  re- 
sults, is  not  exactly  like  the  science  of  experimen- 
tal philosophy,  where,  by  successively  abstracting 
the  circumstances  which  attend  a  phenomenon, 
you  may,  by  the  inductive  process,  determine 
which  of  them  stands  in  the  relation  with  it  of 
cause  to  effect ;  and  I  fancy  it  will  puzzle  any  po- 
litical metaphysician,  however  great  an  adept  he 
may  be  in  tne  theory  of  catisalion,  to  trace  the  ne- 
cessary  sequence  of  the  wealth  of  England  to  her 
restrictive  policy. 

The  honorable  Speaker  had  ascribed  the  gen- 
eral distress  which  pervaded  the  country  to  the 
absence  of  this  system ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  the 
absence  of  taxation ;  for  though  he  had  defined 
the  tariff  to  be  a  tax  on  foreign  industry,  it  was, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  tax  on  domestic 
consumption.    There  was  something  new  in  the 
Speaker's  doctrine.    He  had  often  heard  of  the 
distress  and  ruin  produced  by  taxation,  but  had 
never  known  them  to  be  occasioned  by  the  ab- 
sence of  it.    But  there  were  much  more  familiar 
phenomena  than  that  of  distress,  (if,  indeed,  any 
thing  could  be  more  familiar,)  on  the  causes  of 
which  very  knowing  persons  differed.    As  he  was 
ascending  the  marble  staircase  of  the  Senate  the 
other  day,  he  heard  a  member  ask  a  messenger 
what  was  the  cause  of  the  water  with  which  the 
steps  were  covered  2   The  messenger  replied,  that 
"  the  stones  were  a  tweaHng.^  A  chemist  {and  he 
believed  the  member  was  a  very  able  one)  w^ould 
probably  have  ascribed  it  to  the  condoiBacion  of 
the  moisture  in  the  atmosphne.    The  Si>eaker 
and  himself  agreed  as  to  the  existence  of  distress ; 
it  unfortunately  did  not  admit  of  dispute  ;  bat  he, 
Mr.  Q.,  adopted  the  vulgar  theory,  and  ascribed 
it  to  taxation — to  '*  a  sweating" — of  the  agricul- 
turists ;  while  the  Speaker,  by  a  refined  chemico- 
politico-economical  theory,  endeavored  to  prove 
that  it  was  caused  by  the  want  of  taxation — hj 
the  want  of  *^  sweating,"  and  therefore  recom- 
mended a  new  tax — ^new  diaphoretics — a  new  dis- 
tillation of  apicultural  wealth  through  the  alem- 
bic of  manufactures. 

There  is,  said  Mr.  G.,  no  political  econoniist  in 
England  who  ascribes  her  wealth  to  this  system ; 
there  is  no  political  economist  any  where,  of  any 
reputation  ;  none  whose  writings  will  be  read  five 
years  hence,  who  now  supports  the  restrictive  poi- 
icy.    However  they  may  differ  on  some  of  the 
more  abstruse  questions,  as  respects  the  ruinous 
tendency  of  this  policy  they  are  ananimous.     It 
is  in  vain  to  endeavor  to  discredit  their  opinions 
by  charging  them  with  being  theoretical.      Many 
of  the  most  distinguished   nave  been  practical 
men,  engaged  in  the  active  business  of  lif^ — hav6 
proved  their  theories  to  besufiported  by  principles, 
and  found  them  to  be  consistent  with  practice. 
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Bat  do  geotlemen  contend  that  the  theories  of 
those  who  ba?e  written  on  a  science  which  is  sus- 
ceptible of  more  certainty  than  any  other  branch 
of  political  philosophy,  are  to  be  renounced,  while 
those  of  other  political  writers  are  to  be  approved 
and  receired  ?    No !    We  must  renounce  them 
all  together.    We  must  contend  that  human  rea- 
son has  accomplished  nothing ;  that,  after  ages  of 
paiofol  labor  and  investigation,  nothing  has  been 
proved;  that  every  thing  is  yet  uncertain — ^we 
must,  in  short,  become  universal  sceptics.     As 
firm,  however,  as  his  confidence  was,  in  the  con- 
clusions of  the  political  economists,  Mr.  G.  said, 
i(  one  single  example  could  be  adduced  of  the 
adequacy  of  this  system  to  accomplish  the  prom- 
ised ends,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  he  might  be 
induced  at  least  to  hesitate,  and  re-examine  the 
foundations  of  his  opinion.    Gentlemen  had,  in- 
deed, appealed  frequently  to  an  example — that  of 
coarse  cottons — and  they  had  spoken  of  it  with 
50  triumphant  an  air  that  one  would  suppose  it 
vas  Dodeniabie  and  conclusive.    But  was  this 
really  an  example  1    Did  it  show  what  was  con- 
tended for^ — ^that  the  advance  made  by  the  con- 
sumers, in  order  to  bring  manufactures  to  ma- 
turity, were  subsequently  repaid  to  them  bv  their 
getting  the  domestic  article  cheaper  than  the  for- 
eign?  This  brought  on  the  question  of  direct  in- 
demnity.   If  this  indemnity  did  not  exist  in  the 
case  of  cottons,  it  certainly  aid  in  no  other.   In  or- 
der to  determine  whether  it  exists  or  not.  let  us 
suppose  a  case.     A  man  is  accustomed  to  lay  out 
ooe  haodred  dollars  a  year,  for  a  certain  quantity 
of  forei^  goods.    In  order,  however,  to  enable 
ooe  of  his  own  countrymen  to  manufacture  them, 
he  agrees  to  make  hmi  an  advance  of  fifty  per 
cent  per  annum,  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  his  countr^rman  promises  to  un- 
dersell the  foreigner,  and  reimburse  him.    Now, 
what  has  he  done  ?    Instead  of  having  paid  ^00 
for  his  goods,  as  he  would  have  done,  nad  he  con- 
tinued to  buy  of  the  foreigner,  it  is  evident  that 
he  has  paid  81,200;  that  is,  $400  more  than  he 
would  have  paid.   The  question,  then,  is,  at  what 
pnoe  must  his  own  countryman  let  him  have  his 
goods,  in  order  to  reimburse  him  within  the  same 
period  of  eight  years  1    If  he  lets  him  have  them 
ai  the  same  price  with  the  foreigner ;  that  is,  at 
1^00,  why  he  loses  his  principal  of  9400,  and  the 
interest.    Suppose  he  sells  them  at  a  discount  of 
t^i,  or  for  9»75.    Twenty-four  dollars  being  the 
euct  amount  of  his  interest,  would  never  reim- 
buvBe  the  principal.  Would  a  discount  at  925  do  ? 
Whj  the  addition  of  one  dollar  to  the  interest, 
Would  (leaving  out  of  view  the  compound  inter- 
f^)  gradually  sink  the  principal ;  but  it  #ould  be 
ifl  a  period  of  somewhere  between  three  and  four 
hundred  years  ?    At  what  price,  then,  must  the 
coDsumer  be  able  to  purchase  these  goods,  in  or- 
der tordmbarse  him  within  eight  years?    He 
i&ust  bay  them  (he  had  not  made  the  calculation 
in  decimals)  somewhere  between  50  and  60  per 
cent  cheaper  than  he  bought  them  of  the  for- 
eigner ;  or,  in  other  words,  for  something  between 
forty  and  fifty  dollars  ;  and,  if  the  foreign  goods 


tween  fifty  and  sixtv  per  cenL  cheaper  than  these ; 
that  is,  they  must  be  given  to  him  for  nothing, 
and  he  must  receive  something  to  boot. 

These  are  elementary  calculations ;  but  whea 
elementary  truths  are  denied,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  state  them  clearly.  Let  us  apply  them  to  the 
case  of  cottons.  For  thirty  years  and  more,  we 
have  been  paying  a  duty  on  coarse  cottons.  A 
part  of  the  time  this  duty  was  from  83  to  100  per 
cent.  Now,  if  thirty  years  are  reduced  to  eight 
and  eighty  per  cent,  to  fifty,  no  one  will  pretend 
that  the  average  is  too  hij^h.  At  what  price, 
then,  must  a  man  who,  for  eight  years,  has  given 
$150  for  a  certain  quantity  of  cotton  goods,  which 
he  might  have  bought  for  $100,  be  able  to  buy 
them,  to  reimburse  him  within  the  same  period  ? 
He  must  be  able  to  buy  them  for  something  less 
than  fifty  dollars ;  and  if  foreign  cottons  nave 
fallen,  as  they  notoriously  have,  he  must  be  able 
to  buy  the  domestic  cottons  between  40  and  50  per 
cent,  lower  than  them.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ton)  has  admitted  that  ^the 
domestic  cottons  are  not  more  than  fifty  per  cent, 
cheaper  than  Xhe  foreign  were  at  the  time  the  last 
duty  was  laid.  If,  then,  the  foreign  cottons  have 
fallen  fifty  per  cent.,  he  must  be  able  to  get  the 
domestic  for  nothing,  and  must  have  something 
paid  him  besides.  The  question,  therefore,  in 
every  case,  is,  not  wheth^  the  domestic  can  under- 
sell the  foreign  manufacturer,  but  whether  he  can 
undersell  him  at  an  indemnifying  price— at  a  price 
sufiBcient  to  repay  the  consumer  tor  the  advances 
he  has  made,  in  order  to  bring  the  domestic  man- 
ufacture to  maturity  ?  If  the  domestic  manufap- 
turers  can  sell  their  cottons  so  much  cheaper  than 
the  foreign  as  to  amount  to  an  indemnity,  it  is 
evident  that  they  can  withstand,  not  only  the 
repeal  of  the  existing  duty,  but  a  bountv  on  the 
foreign  cottons  to  the  amount  by  which  tney  pre- 
tend they  can  undersell  them :  but,  so  far  from  this, 
here  they  are,  resisting  the  repeal  of  the  minimum, 
which  would  still  leave  them  a  protection  of  75 

ger  cent,  admitting  they  can  undersell  foreigners 
fty  per  cent  How  can  gentlemen  reconcile 
this  contradiction  ?  It  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  the 
consumer  can,  in  no  case,  ever  be  indemnified. 
When  we  equal  foreigners,  in  every  circumstance 
which  is  required  to  enable  us  to  manufacture,  it 
is  almost  a  self-evident  proposition  to  sav  we  can 
only  undersell  them  by  the  amount  of  the  cost  of 
transportation ;  for  what  man  can  accomplish  by 
his  pnysical  powers  in  one  country,  he  can  do  in 
another.  What  is  the  cost  of  the  transportation 
of  a  pound  of  raw  cotton  from  Charleston  to  Man- 
chester, and  back  again  to  the  former  place,  in  the 
shape  of  cotton  muslin?  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webstur,}  who  had  just  sat 
down,  has  told  us  that  the  freight  of  a  pound  of 
cotton  to  Liverpool  was  one  cent.  Five  cents, 
then^  would  cover  the  whole  charge  of  transport- 
ation and  retransportation  between  Charleston 
and  Manchester;  yet  the  duty  paid  in  Charleston 
on  this  pound  of  cotton,  when  relumed,  would  be 
from  18)  to  25  cents,  accordingly  as  it  was  manu- 
I  factured  into  three  or  four  yards  of  cotton  muslin, 


had  lailen  in  proportion,  he  must  get  mem  be- 1  at  the  minimum  valuation  of  25  cenu  per  yard 
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On  erery  article  in  the  tariff,  the  duty  greatly 
exceeds  the  cost  of  transportation,  and  in  most  of 
them  by  such  an  amount  that  the  diminution  of 
price  by  this  cost,  could  never  reimburse  the  con- 
sumer for  the  payment  of  the  duty ;  and  vet  gen- 
tlemen promise  us  not  indemnity  only,  but  county ; 
not  reimbursement,  but  reward.  In  every  ease 
the  reimbursement  depends  on  the  relation*  of  the 
price  of  the  domestic  manufacture,  diminished  by 
the  amount  of  the  cost  of  transportation,  to  the 
annual  advances  made  to  brine  it  to  maturity,  and 
the  successive  annual  accumulation  of  interest  on 
those  advances.  If  the  price  can  only  be  dimin- 
ished by  an  amount  equivalent  to  the  interest  on 
the  advances,  they  can  never  be  repaid ;  and  it 
depends  on  the  ratio  by  which  the  diminution  of 
price  exceeds  the  interest,  whether  the  benefit  is 
to  accrue  to  the  present,  or  only  to  a  future  gene- 
ration; We  can  never  surpass  foreigners  in  the 
facilities  of  manufacturing.  In  many  respects,  as 
in  the  accumulation  of  capital,  cheapness  of  labor, 
dbc.  it  will  be  lon^  before  we  can  equal  them.  In 
the*  latter,  it  is  to  be  hoped  we  never  shall  equal 
them.  It  we  do,  we  roust  equal  them  in  human 
wretchedness  and  degradation. 

But  we  are  promised  an  indirect  indemnity  in 
the  additional  price  we -are  to  set  for  our  products 
by  the  creation  of  a  home  market.  This  promise 
is  equally  illusory  with  the  others.  I  will  propose 
this  question :  if  the  advances  made  to  the  manu- 
facturers are  the  least  they  can  do  with — if  they  are 
the  eine  qtta  non  of  their  continuance — the  mini- 
mum poifibiU  of  their  existence,  as  they  pretend, 
how  is  it  possible  that  they  can  give  back  any 
part  of  it  in  the  shape  of  price  for  produced  It  is 
self-evident  that  they  cannot ;  but,  as  self-evident 

Sopositions  appear  to  be  at  a  discount  in  this 
ouse,  I  shall  not  rest  satisfied  with  this.  Price 
is  determined  by  the  relations  of  supply  and  de- 
mand. If  we  cease  to  import,  we  most  cease  to 
export  to  the  same  extent  the  raw  materials  that 
purchased  the  imports.  They  will  then  fall  on 
our  hands,  increase  the  supply  in  relation  to  the 
demand,  and  thus  diminish  the  price.  But  we  are 
told  that  those  who  are  producers  will  become 
manufacturers?  If  so,  how  many  of  them  will 
become  manufacturers  ?  Will  there  be  as  many 
as  are  required  to  supply  us  from  abroad  ?  There 
will  not ;  because,  the  cost  of  consumption  being 
increased,  we  cannot  consume  so  many  of  their 
commodities ;  and  there  cannot  be  so  many  per- 
sons required  to  supply  our  consumption — even 
allowing  for  the  want  of  skill,  which,  although  it 
cannot  last  long,  is  itself  a  source  of  loss  while  it 
eontinues.  In  order  to  increase  the  demand  in 
proportion  to  the  supply,  and  raise  prices,  a  greater 
number  of  those  engaged  in  other  employments 
must  become  manufacturers  than  are  required  to 
supply  us  from  abroad^  but  this  cannot  be,  for 
all  who  are  not  employed  in  making  the  surplus 
that  goes  abroad  are  employed  in  makin?  what  is 
consumed  at  home ;  and  they  will  be  still  required 
for  this  purpose,  unless  men,  in  consequence  of 
becoming  manufacturers^  can  do  with  half  rations, 
or  at  least  greatly  diminish  their  wants.  The 
foreign  demand  cannot  continue.    The  foreign 


capital  diseaga^  by  our  refusal  to  receive  its 
products  will  either  be  wasted ;  will  seek,  with 
the  labor  it  employs,  some  other  occupation ;  will 
itself  produce  what  it  obtained  from  us;  or,  con- 
tinuing its  former  employment,  will  purchase 
what  it  wants  from  other  countries.  The  same 
causes  which  make  it  the  interest  of  the  American 
agriculturists  to  dispose  of  their  property  will  de- 
press its  price;  and  the  quantity  of  land  thrown 
into  maricet  will  diminish  the  total  value  of  our 
agricultural  capital. 

Grentlemen  express  astonishment  at  the  incredu- 
lity of  the  agriculturists  as  to  the  advantages  of 
their  system ;  but  perhaps  a  sufficient  reason  may 
be  found  in  the  excessive  liberality  of  their  own 
promises,  which  are  at  once  extravagant  and  con- 
tradictory. We  are  promised  a  full  indemnrty 
for  all  our  sacrifices  in  the  cheapness  of  what  we 
have  to  buy,  and  more  than  an  indemnity  in  the 
dearness  or  what  we  have  to  sell.  The  system  is 
to  raise  the  price  of  agricultural  produce,  and  de- 
press the  price  of  manufactures.  Can  any  credu- 
lity swallow  so  gross  an  absurdity? 

But  we  have  not  only  been  fed  with  the  prom- 
ises of  reward,  we  have  been  threatened  with  the 
terrors  of  punishment.  Our  fears  and  our  patriot- 
ism have  been  appealed  to  on  the  subject  of  the 
balance  of  trade  and  the  support  of  foreigners. 

Mr.  Q.  said  he  would  not  attempt  to  expose 
the  specious  calculations  by  which  a  balance  wia 
frequently  made  to  appear  that  did  not  exist.   But 
suppose  it  did  exist    If  we  do  not  pay  for  w^bat 
we  buy,  it  is  clear  gain.    It  is  discreditable,  but 
it  is  certainly  gain.    If  we  do  pay,  where  is  the 
harm  ?    The  harm  is  said  to  be  that  we  hare  to 
pay  in  specie.    Is  not  this  specie  purchased  with 
the  products  of  our  industry?    This  is  not  the 
case  of  a  spendthrift  heir,  to  which  the  Speaker 
likened  it.    What  we  send  abroad  is  our  sarpln^.. 
what  foreigners  send  to  us  is  their  surplus.   Surely 
it  cannot  be  matter  of  regret  if  the  latter  is  of 
more  value  than  the  former.    It  is  not  necessarily 
destioyed  in  the  consumption.    A  portion  of  it 
consists  of  the  implements  of  industry  and  the 


great  as  seems  to  be  imagined.    Foreigners,  in- 
stead of  coming  into  our  courts  of  law,  and  after 
expensive  and  tedions  law  suits,  acquiring  real 
property  which  they  can  only  manage  at  n  g^ent 
loss,  will  bid  up  for  our  produce;  and,  in  fact, 
that  is  always  the  effect  of  a  balance  being  against 
us.    One  would  suppose,  however,  if  we  cannot 
rely  on  the  prudence  of  our  citizens  to  keep  ont 
of  debt*  to  foreigners,  we  have  sufficient   secu- 
rity in  the  interest  of  the  latter,  who  will   not 
trust  them  if  they  do  not  pay.    If  they  do  pay, 
the  objection  does  not  hold.    But,  after  all,  the 
great  objection  to  this  notion  of  the  necessity  of 
legislative  interference  to  prevent  an  unfavorable 
balance  of  trade  is,  that  it  oppugns  the  very  prin* 
cipie  of  our  Government.    It  supposes  that  men 
have  not  prudence  to  manage  their  own  affairs  in 
their  own  way,  and  that  Legislatures  sfaoold  be 
their  ^'  nuraing  fathers  and  mothers."    If  they  do> 
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not  ondenUiBd  their  pecuniary  concerns,  the  sub- 
ject 00  which,  of  ail  others,  men  are  almost  clear- 
sighted and  sajp;acioii8,  how  can  they  be  supposed 
to  be  jad^  of  their  great  moral  and  political  in- 
terests?   Yet  our  Gh)vernment  is  bottomed  on  the 
priociple  that  man  is  capable  of  self-government. 
While  this  idea  of  the  balance  of  trade  oppuffns 
the  principle  of  our  Grovernmentj  the  notion  that 
we  are  ^ilty  of  supporting  foreigners  strikes  at 
the  prJDciple  of  all  society.    It  is  as  untrue  apd  ab- 
surd as  it  is  anti-social,  odious^  and  detestable. 
Gentlemen  seem  to  suppose  that  erety  thing  we 
pay  to  foreigners  is  lost,  and  every  thmg  we  pay 
to  onrselres  is  ^ined.    They  throw  entirely  out 
of  view  the  equivalents  we  receive  from  foreign- 
ers; yet,  when  they  descant  on  the  balance  of 
trade,  they  tell  us  that  we  get  more  than  an 
eqaivaient;  for  we  fall  in  d^t.    Is  it  possible 
that  gentlemen  can  really  believe  that,  as  a  ques- 
tion of  loss  and  gain,  our  buying  of  foreigners  in- 
stead of  our  own  citizens,  depends  on  any  other 
circumstance  than  buying  cheaper  or  dearer  ?   Let 
ns  exemplify  this  by  supposing  a  case.    Four  in- 
diTidnals  wno  live  on  this  side  of  the  Tiber,  de- 
vote a  portion  of  their  labor  annually  to  the  pro- 
daction  of  four  barrels  of  corn  each,  equal  to 
sixteen.    They  exchan^^  four  barrels  for  four  hats. 
When  the  exchange  is  effected,  the  wealth  de- 
rived from  this  portion  of  thei%  labor  consists  of 
tweWe  barrels  ot  com  and  four  hats.    But  one  of 
them,  who  is  a  mat  patriot,  and  friend  to  "  do- 
mestic iodastry,'  says  to  the  others :   "  If,  instead 
of  baying  Tour  hats  of  this  "  stranger,''  this  "for- 
eij^ner,"  wno  lives  three  yards  over  the  Tiber,  you 
wui  each  give  me  half  a  barrel  of  corn  more  for 
TOUT  hats  than  you  gave  him,  I  will  make  them.'' 
Thejr  coosent.    Well,  what  is  the  state  of  the 
case  now?     Three  of  them,  as  before,  make 
tweire  barrels  of  corn,  and  the  fourth  makes  four 
hats.   Their  wealth,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  is 
P^isdv  the  same  as  in  the  former  case ;  with 
this  diflerence,  that  the  corn-makers  are  poorer  by 
one  and  a  half  barrels  of  corn,  and  the  hat-maker 
is  richer  by  the  same  quantity.    Now,  what  odds 
does  it  make  whether  the  communities  are  separa- 
ted by  Gbose  Creek  or  the  great  Atlantic?    Ob- 
^rre,  however,  that  this  statement  is  much  more 
faTorable  to  the  manufacturers  than  the  real  case, 
jlhe  hat-maker  could  not,  with  that  portion  of  his 
tabor  with  which  he  made  the  four  barrels  of 
com,  make  the  four  hats,  or  there  would  be  no 
pFPieztfor  his  demanding  an  additional  price  for 
^^-   The  consequence  would  be,  that  there 
'Wooid  be  a  loss  to  society  equivalent  to  the  differ- 
ence in  the  productive  value  of  his  new  and  old 
nnployment,  and  the  corn-makers  would  have  to 
get  some  of  their  hats  elsewhere,  to  put  up  with 
Worse  ones,  or  he  would  have  to  encroach  on  an- 
other portion  of  his  labor  in  order  to  make  them, 
which  would  be  itself  a  source  of  loss.    This 
anti-social  doctrine  teaches  that  a  nation  can 
nerer  attain  the  highest  degree  of  prosperity  until 
it  shots  itself  out  from  all  intercourse  with  the 
r»t  of  the  world;  but,  it  is  to  mistake  the  nature 
of  man,  and  tb^  spirit  of  the  times,  to  imagine 
that  the  great  laws  of  nature  can  be  eontroUea  by 


the  puny  efibrts  of  empyrical  statesmen.  Nations 
have  experienced  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  a  liberal  intercourse.  They  are  sensible 
that  it  is  to  this  source  that  they  are  indebted  for 
their  prosperity  and  happiness;  and  that  to  thia 
source  they  are  to  look  for  those  improvements, 
which  will  render  all  the  treasures  of  the  world^ 
physical  and  moral — the  wealth,  freedom,  knowl- 
edge, which  are  the  accumulated  results  of  the 
labor  and  experience  of  mankind,  the  common 
property  of  the  human  race.  The  assertion  that 
we  support  foreigners,  in  the  sense  in  which  it  ia 
made,  is  unfounded.  If  we  support  them,  in  the 
same  way,  they  support  us.  If  we  stimulate  their 
industry,  they  stimulate  ours.  What  appears  t» 
be  meant,  is  this;  that  while  we  buy  of  theok 
every  thing  they  make,  they  only  buy  of  us  a  por- 
tion of  what  we  make.  Now^  would  it  be  good 
policy  in  a  nation,  more  than  m  an  individual,  tc 
quarrel  with  a  neighbor  who  receives  three-fourtha 
of  what  it  produces,  because  he  will  not  agree  tp 
take  the  otner  fourth ;  unless  he  could  thereby  be 
induced  'to  change  his  system  and  take  the  whole? 
Even  then,  it  would  be  a  question  of  the  extent  of 
the  sacrifice  made  to  obtain  this  good.  But  it 
would  be  uncandid  and  disingenuous  in  the  advo- 
cates of  the  manufacturing  policy,  to  say,  that 
their  object  is  to  coerce  foreigners  into  a  system 
of  free  trade.  They  would  regret  such  a  conse- 
quence of  our  policy;  and  if  every  nation  in  the 
world  would  proclaim  perfect  freedom  in  trade, 
it  would  only  make  them  more  clamorous  for  re* 
striction. 

Mr.  Chairman :  If  I  have  been  successful  in 
proving  that  there  is  no  pecuniary  indemnity  for 
the  loss  the  consumers  sustain,  by  making  ad- 
vances to  enable  certain  employments  to  be  carried 
on,  which,  without  such  advances,  would  be  un- 
productive, it  is  clear  (without  resorting  to  the 
collateral  losses  which  have  been  mentioned)  that 
the  whole  amount  of  national  wealth  will  be 
diminished.  It  remains  to  consider  whether  there 
be  any  other  compensation  for  this  diminution  of 
wealth;  and  whether  the  distribution  of  it  is  just, 
and  within  the  legitimate  powers  of  Congress. 

We  are  promised  a  compensation  by  being  made 
independent  of  foreign  Powers.  But  how  can  we 
promote  our  independence  by  becoming  poor? 
This  idea  of  independence  does  not  refer  to  a 
state  of  peace,  but  a  state  of  war.  It  would  be 
absurd  to  say  that  in  peace  we  are  more  depetid- 
ent  on  foreign  nations  than  they  are  on  us.  The 
fact  is  the  reverse.  A  nation  that  produces  the 
raw  material  is  more  independent  than  one  that 
fabricates  it.  It  will  be  otherwise  if  we  push  the 
manufacturing  policy,  and  become  exporters  of 
manufactures.  It  refers  to  a  state  of  war^  and  sup- 
poses that  during  war  we  have  to  pay  so  dear  for 
many  things  we  require,  that  we  are  justified  in 
going  to  a  cgnsiderable  expense  in  time  of  peace, 
to  learn  how  to  make  them.  But  this  applies  to 
war  with  only  one  nation — England.  In  a  war 
with  any  other  nation,  there  would  be  no  serious 
impediment  to  our  obtaining  what  we  wanted. 
But  suppose. we  have  a  war  with  England  one 
year  in  ten,  or  even  one  in  five ;  would  it  be  good 
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policy  to  pay  fifty  per  cent,  on  a  given  quantity 
of  gQods,  for  four  years,  in  order  to  avoid  paying 
one  hundred  per  cent,  for  one  year.  It  may  be 
good  policy,  but  it  is  certainly  very  bad  arithme- 
tic. A  truer  statement  of  the  question  would  be, 
to  ask  whether  it  would  be  good  policy  to  give 
fifty  per  cent,  for  twenty  years,  to  avoid  paying 
one  hundred  per  cent,  for  one  year.  For,  if  we 
pursue  that  pacific  policy  which  becomes  us — 
"which  is  necessary  to  perfect  our  own  institutions, 
and  to  give  efficacy  to  our  example  abroad ;  and 
should  not  undertalce  to  go  "  a  colmeUinff'^  in  favor 
of  universal  liberty — ^we  have  no  reason  to  expect 
to  be  at  war  with  any  Power  in  twenty  years — 
least  of  all  with  England.  The  principles  of  the 
Holy  Alliance  are  not  less  hostile  to  her  constitu- 
tion than  to  ours;  and  if  they  really  entertain  the 
designs  against  us  which  are  imputed  to  them, 
it  is  not  only  our  interest  to  cultivate  the  relations 
of  amity  with  each  other,  but  to  strengthen  the 
ties  of  connexion.  For,  if  their  own  fears  should 
ever  permit  that  association  to  attempt  to  perpe- 
trate their  designs,  I  believe,  next  to  our  own 
valor,  our  best  securitv  is  the  attachment  of  the 
people  of  England  to  the  principles  of  free  govern- 
ment. Yet  the  policy  recommended  is,  to  weak- 
en the  ties  subsisting  between  the  two  countries, 
and  to  destroy  our  mutual  interest  in  each  other's 
prosperity. 

But  the  point  of  view  in  which  this  policy  is 
most  seriously  calculated  to  afiect  our  indepen- 
dence is,  by  its  gross  injustice — by  its  tendency  to 
produce  discord  and  division  among  the  several 
classes  of  societv,  and  the  difierent  States.  Can 
it  be  supposed  tnat  Congress  can  be  permitted  to 
enrich  one  class  at  the  expense  of  the  others,  and 
to  aggrandize  some  States  b^  prostrating  the  rest, 
without  producing  these  divisions?  And  is  there 
not  more  strength  in  union,  in  brotherly  love,  and 
aflfection,  than  in  all  the  wealth  of  the  world 
without  them?  What,  sir,  has  been  the  effect  of 
this  policy,  whenever  and  wherever  it  has  been 
tried  ?  What  has  been  its  effect  in  England  ? 
Why,  to  raise  one  part  of  society  to  the  highest 
pitch  of  luxury,  and  to  depress  the  other  to  the 
iDOst  abject  poverty.  Even  the  Quarterly  Review 
— a  work  devoted  to  the  Ministry,  and  which 
makes  every  sacrifice  to  conceal  tneir  sins — ad- 
mits that  one  person  in  eleven  receives  parish  re- 
lief. Some  writers  say  one  in  seven — some  one 
in  five.  Such  is  the  effect  of  the  system  so  eulo- 
logized  by  the  Speaker.  Say,  if  you  please,  that 
the  cause  of  pauperism  is  taxation,  what  was 
the  cause  of  taxation?  Wars.  What  was  the 
cause  of  wars?  The  spirit  of  monopoly ;  the  de- 
sire to  engross  all  the  goods  of  the  earth,  and  to 
leave  notbine  to  others;  the  restrictive  policy, 
instead  of  a  liberal  and  enlightened  system,  the 
adoption  of  which  by  the  nations  of  the  earth  would 
do  more  to  brin^  about  that  universal  peace  which 
has  been  considered  as  visionary,  than  ail  the 
peace  societies,  holy  alliances,  and  other  chimer- 
ical contrivances,  that  ever  were  invented.  Since 
education  has  so  e<jualized  men,  wars  will  not 
often  be  the  result  ot  individual  ambition.  They 
will  more  frequently  arbe  from  avarice  than  am- 


bition ;  from  the  spirit  of  monopoly ;  from  that 
dark,  unsocial  policy,  which  is  now  held  up  by 
American  statesmen  for  the  admiration  and  adojh 
tion  of  the  American  people. 

I  had  wished,  said  Mr.  G.,  to  state  some  Con- 
stitutional objections  to  the  power  of  Congress; 
but  my  want  of  strength  renders  it  impossible  to 
go  into  this  view.  Indeed,  so  little  respect  is  paid 
to  Constitutional  objections,  even  when  urged 
with  an  ability  which  I  do  not  possess,  that  there 
is  no  encouragement  to  present  them.  The  injus- 
tice of  the  system,  however,  every  body  will  be 
awake  to. 

Sir,  when  Government  undertakes  to  endow 
certain  individuals  or  classes  with  exclusive  privi- 
leges, all  the  rest  of  society  becomes  their  enemies. 
A  consciousness  of  this  produces  the  necessity  of 
combining  for  self-protection.    The  monopolists 
must  secure  their  ill-gotten  gains  by  streogtheniog 
the  hands  of  the  Grovernment  that  bestowed  them— - 
by  increasing  its  revenue,  patronage,  powers.    The 
Government,  on  the  other  hand,  must  reward  the 
monopolists  by  an  increase  of  privileges.     Thus 
a  reciprocity  is  begotten  between  them  utterly  in- 
compatible with  the  rights  and  the  happiness  of 
the  rest  of  the  community.    It  is  by  this  illicit 
connexion  between  the  privileged  classes  and  the 
Federal  Government  that  the  State  sovereignties 
will  be  destroyed — that  their  wise  policy,  intended 
to  counteract  th#  natural  tendency  of  society  to 
aristocracy  will  be  subverted,  and  an  aristocracy, 
the  worst  of  all  kinds,  a  moneyed  aristocracy,  will 
be  established  on  their  ruins.    It  is  no  woiider  that 
the  friends  of  a  consolidated  national  government 
have  been  invariably  the  advocates  of  this  par- 
tial, arbitrary  policy.    Some  of  the  loudest  de- 
claimers  against  stars  and  garters,  the  mere  badges 
of  aristocracy,  are  the  most  clamorous  partisans 
of  this  policy.    They  have  much  dread  of  the 
sifffij  but  have  no  terror  for  the  thiiiff  MigtiijUd. 
They  are  alarmed  at  the  badges,  but  are  w^illing 

to  submit  to  what  is  essential  in  aristocracy thd 

supremacy  of  the  few.  For  my  part,  sir,  I  would 
rather  see  an  order  of  nobility  established  in  this 
country,  provided  it  be  without  wealth  or  primo- 
geniture, than  to  see  one  hundred  per  cent,  added 
to  the  present  tariff.  I  believe  it  would  do  inor< 
to  bring  on  us  all  the  evils  of  aristocracy  than  a 
merely  titular  nobility.  A  compulsory  transfer  o 
property  from  one  class  to  anotner  is  the  acme  d 
all  the  mischief  that  a  Grovernment  can  perM 
trate.  The  conflicting  interests  of  differeat  po^ 
tions  of  societv,  whether  geographical  or  artifi 
cial,  whether  the  result  of  locality  or  legislatioi 
have  always  been  difficult  for  Governments  S 
manage.  Under  their  patronage,  they  becoin 
the  most  deadlv  foes  of  liberty.  No  Groveci 
ments  have  hitnerto  been  sufficient  to  restraj 
their  ambition  and  avarice — ^noteven  the  iniiii] 
ry  Governments  of  Europe,  with  the  aid  oF  th« 
standing  armies.  We  thought  we  had  disco  vera 
by  our  division  of  powers,  a  system  adeq^ixa-te] 
this  purpose;  we  thought  our  State  govern  me  J 
would  be  a  sufficient  check ;  and  I  believe,  ir  tUi 
had  not  suffered  their  powers  to  be  usurped,  x\x\ 
would  have  proved  so.    They  ofSght  have  er 
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made  local  interests  the  instruments  of  self-mres- 
erratioD.    But  they  permitted  the  General  Goy- 
ernmeat  to  begin  its  course  by  assuming  local 
jpowers;  by  fostering  the  separate  interests  that  ex- 
isted, and  creating  others,  and  by  endowing  them 
with  privileges.    It  thus  gave  them  an  artificial 
strength,  which  the  State  governments  -are  too 
weak  to  control.     The  privileged  classes,  with 
their  Uiiuai  sagacity,  early  perceived  that  the  State 
gorernments  presented  the  principle  obstacle  to 
the  gratification  of  their  ambition  and  avarice. 
Hence,  the  preyaience  of  that  construction  of  the 
CoDstitution  which  would  deprive  them  of  near- 
Ijr  ail  their  powers — a  construction  which  has 
grown  with  the  growth,  and  strengthened  with 
tbe  strength  of  these  classes.    Does  any  one  think 
that  this  fashionable  construction  arises  from  the 
mere  wantonness  of  speculation  7    No,  sir ;  it  has 
a  practical  end — political  power,  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  individual  avarice.    I  do  not  pretend ,  to 
ay  that  all  those  who  unite  in  this  construction 
unite  in  the  design.    Many  creeds  and  many  sys- 
tems have  obtained  disinterested  supporters  who 
do  not  participate  in  the  views  with  which  they 
were  created.    But  I  look  not  to  individuals ;  I 
look  to  causes ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  express 
my  opinion,  that  the  true  cause,  the  final  cause  of 
ihis  mraMbefal  construction  is,  the  ambition  of  the 
pririleged  classes  contending  for  power  to  gratify 
avarice.   And,  with  the  powers  they  claim,  what 
may  they  not  accomplish  towards  the  attainment 
of  their  objects  1     Under  the  power  of  taxing 
sales  at  auction  they  claim  a  right  over  persons. 
Under  that  of  internal  improvement  they  assert  a 
right  over  property.    Witn  this  right  over  persons 
aod  property,  and  the  right  of  the  Federal  Judi- 
ciary to  control  State  laws  and  judgments,  they 
zoay  soon  remove  every  impediment  placed  in  their 
Way  hy  the  State  governments. 

oir,  we  must  lo^  verv  little  to  consequences  if 
we  do  not  perceive  in  the  spirit  of  this  construe- 
tioD,  combined  with  the  political  fanaticism  of  the 
V^Tiod,  reason  to  anticipate,  at  no  distant  day,  the 
usarpation,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  of  the  right 
to  le^i^ate  on  a  subject  which,  if  you  once  touch, 
▼ill  inevitably  throw  this  country  into  revolution 
-A  mean  that  of  slavery.  And,  while  the  policy 
of  the  Government  tends  directly  to  produce  re- 
sistance, it  is  admirably  contrived  to  render  it  inef- 
fectoal  by  exhausting  the  means,  and  the  strength, 
of  thoge  from  whom  it  b  apprehended.  In  this, 
as  in  other  points  of  view,  I  can  never  cease  to 
wonder  that  the  prevailing  system  should  have 
found  sapporters  in  some  of  our  Western  States. 
All  that  Tennessee  and  Eentuck]|r  can  gain  by 
internal  improvement  is  nothing  in  comparison 
with  the  interest  they  have  in  preserving  inviolate 
the  Federal  Constitution,  under  which  so  manj 
of  their  dearest  rights  are  secured.  As  to  this 
manufacturing,  anti-commercial,  anti-social  pol- 
kjj  which  makes  them,  as  well  as  their  best  cus- 
t^imers,  the  Southern  States,  poor ;  which  places 
them  in  the  same  and  a  worse  relation  to  other 
States  than  they  deprecate  as  concerns  England, 
t^at  of  being  obiigea  to  buy,  without  having  any 
tuiag  to  give  in  exchange ;  it  is  exactly  the  reverse 


of  what  they  really  want.  What  they  really  want 
is  a  system  which  will  enable  them  to  purchase 
foreign  goods  at  the  same  price  with  the  people  of 
the  Atlantic  States.  Instead  of  this,  they  come  to 
you,  (some  of  them  at  least,)  tell  you  that  foreign 
goods  are  too  cheap  for  them,  and  ask  you  to  make 
them  dearer — to  make  them  pay  more. 

The  Western  States  cannot  manufacture.  The 
want  of  capital,  (of  which  they,  as  well  as  the 
Southern  States,  have  been  drained  by  the  policy 
of  the  Government,)  and  other  causes,  render  it 
impossible.  The  Southern  States  are  destined  to 
suner  more  by  this  policy  than  any  other — the 
Western  next;  but  it  will  not  benefit  the  aggregate 
population  of  any  Slate.  It  is  for  the  benefit  of 
capitalists  only.  If  persisted  in,  it  will  drive  the 
South  to  ruin  or  resistance.  It  is  painful  to  be 
forced  to  say  so,  but  it  is  necessary.  Our  burdens 
are  already  greater  than  we  can  near— endurance 
can  go  no  further.  The  policy  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, from  the  commencement,  has  been  as  re- 
spects us,  one  of  unabating  exaction.  We  have 
as  yet,  I  verily  believe,  derived  no  advantages 
whatever  from  the  Constitution^— not  even  that  of 
exemption  from  foreign  wars ;  for  our  wars  have 
been  tor  Northern,  not  for  Southern  interests.  The 
consequence  of  this  oppressive  policy  has  been  a 
degree  of  distress  altogether  inconceivable — ^iis- 
tress  of  which  there  is  no  example  in  a  new  and 
free  country.  This  condition  is  not  to  be  regret- 
ted solely  on  account  of  the  individual  suffering ; 
but  it  throws  society  back — checks  its  improve- 
ment for  generations — perhaps  ages.  If  you  trans- 
fer the  wealth  of  a  country  by  law,  you  transfer 
with  it  the  means  of  education.  Its  new  possess- 
ors, before  they  have  time  to  obtain  education,  get 
possession  of  the  Government,  and  they  are  inter- 
ested in  so  administering  it  as  to  perpetuate  that 
state  of  things  to  which  they  owe  their  elevation. 
The  struggle  between  the  plunderers  and  the  plun- 
dered, corrupts  the  morals  of  the  community,  and 
begets  contentions  which  poison  the  fountains  of 
social  life,  and  shake  the  foundations  of  social  or- 
der. Society  verges  to  the  state  which  the  Abb^ 
Maury  said  characterized  the  French  Revolution — 
a  state  in  which  every  man  who  has  nothing,  says 
to  every  man  who  has  something,  ote  toij  queje  m*^ 
fnetu — "  takeyourself  a  way,  that  I  may  get  in  to  your 

Elace."  These  are  the  consequences  which  may 
e  anticipated,  if  this  system  is  persisted  in. 
Sir,  can  we  be  mistaken  as  to  the  ruinous  ten- 
dency of  this  policy  ?  Can  whole  nations  be  mis- 
taken? When  I  speak  of  nations,  I  mean  Vir- 
ginia, the  Carolinas,  and  other  great  Southern 
commonwealths.  I  admit  that  nations  have,  oc- 
casionally, been  mistaken;  but  our  republic  is 
founded  on  the  supposition  that,  in  the  Ions  run, 
the  people  see  rightly — that  they  are  capable  of 
self-government.  If  this  maxim  be  true,  and  if, 
for  a  series  of  years — ^for  more  than  a  veneration — 
in  peace  and  in  war — in  prosperity  and  adversity — 
in  every  vicissitude  we  have  undergone — we  have 
entertamed  but  one  clear,  determined,  unalterable 
opinion  of  the  destructive  effect  of  this  policy,  is  it 
possible  to  believe  we  are  mistaken  ?  If  you  say 
sO,  then  you  renounce  the  pripciples  of  your  Gov- 
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ernmeiit.  If  you  say  we  are  not  mistaken,  bat 
that  you  will  use  your  numerical  superioritjr  to  im- 
pose this  odious  system  on  us  against  ottr  will,  then 
you  are  willing  to  incur  the  guilt  and  reproach  of 
tyranny.  You  must  either  renounce  the  princi- 
ples of  your  Government,  or  must  abuse  its  powers. 
The  alternatives  are  before  you.  But  when  I  look  on 
those  by  whom  I  am  surrounded,  and  consider  that 
the  very  circumstance  of  their  being  here  is  a  proof 
of  their  attachment  to  the  principles  of  their  €k>y- 
ernment.  I  will  never  believe  that  they  will  re- 
nounce them.  When  I  regard  them  as  fellow  men, 
with  all  the  kindly  affections  and  generous  spirit 
of  humanity,  I  cannot  believe  that  they  will  ever 
be  tyrants.  When  I  look  upon  them  in  the  more 
endearing  character  of  countrymen,  and  the  more 
sacred  one  of  patriots ;  when  I  remember  that  our 
fathers  purchased  our  common  freedom  with  their 
common  blood,  I  will  not,  cannot,  must  not  be- 
lieve, that  the  sons  are  going  to  turn  against  each 
other,  and  the  stronger  to  raise  their  fratricidal 
bands  to  destroy  their  weaker  brothers. 
When  Mr.  Garnett  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  commenced 
a  speech  on  the  same  side  of  the  question ;  but,  at 
three  o'clock  gave  way  for  a  motion  that  the 
Committee  rise.  The  Committee  rose  accord- 
ingly, and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  April  3. 

Ordered^  That  the  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  20th  ultimo,  commu- 
cating  information  in  relation  to  measures  adopted 
in  concert  with  foreign  GK)vernments  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  African  slave  trade,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  raised  upon  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, as  relates  to  that  trade. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  altering 
the  times  of  holding  the  courts  in  the  District  of 
Columbia :"  Whereupon,  Mr.  Little  withdrew 
his  motion  to  lay  the  said  bill  on  the  table,  which 
was  depending  yesterday,  and  moved  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1824,"  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  confirming  certain 
acts  of  James  Miller,  as  Grovernor  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Forsyth  inquired  into  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  necessity  of  this  act,  which  were 
stated  in  reply  by  Mr.  Webster.  Mr.  Taylor, 
of  New  York,  called  for  the  reading  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CocKE  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  have  certain 
amendments  made  therein.  The  motion  did  not 
prevail,  and  the  bill  was  then  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate. 


An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  authorizing 
the  executors  of  John  B.  Mebane  to  collect  cenun 
arrears  of  internal  taxes,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  sap- 
piemen  tary  to  the  several  acts  providiDg  for  as- 
certainhig  and  adjusting  the  tides  and  claims  to 
land  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Coarthoose 
land  districts,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uaion. 
Mr.  CoNnicT  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  "  to  amend 
the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports.'' 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  resumed 
and  concluded  his  speech  on  the  general  principla 
of  the  bill,  and  in  opposition  to  its  passage.  His 
speech  follows  in  extenso : 

Mr.  Williams  said  he  was  admonished,  by 
every  circumstance,  to  use  brevity  in  the  obserra- 
tions  he  was  about  to  submit  to  the  Committee. 
The  late  hour  of  the  evening,  the  exhaustion  of 
the  House,  and,  above  ail,  the  length  of  discassion 
which  had  preceded  him,  could  not  fail  to  impress 
him  with  the  necessity  of  drawins^  his  remarks  to  a 
close  as  soon  as  possible.  Indeed,  said  he,  the  dis- 
cussion which  has  already  taken  place  would 
seem  to  forbid  the  belief  that  any  thing  more 
should  be  offered.  Hitherto,  I  have  been  conteitt 
to  remain  only  a  listener  to  the  remarks  and  ob- 
servations of  gentlemen,  who,  from  time  to  time, 
have  engaged  in  the  debate ;  not  that  I  have  been 
insensible  of  the  deep  importance  of  this  qaestioo, 
or  of  the  vital  interests  involved  in  its'  issue ;  od 
the  contrary,  my  concern  has  increased  in  ratid 
with  the  zeal  and  perseverance  manifested  it 
pressing  this  subject  upon  our  attention.  Yeal 
after  year  this  measure  has  been  defeated,  an< 
year  after  year  it  has  been  renewed  with  additiond 
spirit,  and  still  greater  determination  on  the  pal 
of  its  advocates.  From  these  facts,  thus  annua\l| 
disclosed,  one  might  be  led  to  think  that  som 
choice  boon,  some  great  and  invaluable  blessii^ 
was  to  be  attained.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  ^ 
who  resist  the  measure  view  it  as  an  erii  fraugl 
with  consequences  the  most  dangerous,  tending  1 
results  the  most  pernicious  and  calculated  to  bl^ 
the  fair  prospects  of  this  happy  country.  It  is  d 
mj  purpose  to  attempt  to  reconcile  this  conflict 
opinion,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  so  ^eat  a  div< 
sity  could  not  exist  unless  it  proceeded  from  m< 
causes  than  are  generally  found  to  operate  u^ 
our  rej^lar  and  unbiassed  conclusions.  The  qui 
and  lively  attractives  of  interests,  it  must  be  i 
mitt^d,  have  some  influence  upon  our  delvbe 
tions,  because  the  geographical  bouodaiy  whi 
separates  our  minds  upon  this  question  proi 
that  we  are  guided  more  or  less  by  inrhat  we  ci 
ceive  to  be  the  wishes  and  desires  of  those  wbi 
we  represent.  In  regard  to  myself,  1  admit  \ 
to  be  the  fact,  and  I  trust  gentlemen  'will  not  I 
I  want  liberality  when  I  impute  to  them  no  w< 
motive  t^an  I  myself  avow.  Yes.  sir.  it  is 
consequence  of  the  effect  which  I   faeliere 
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metsure  will  hare  apon  the  interest  of  those  whom 
I  represent^  it  is  in  consequence  of  (he  effect  which 
I  belieTe  it  will  hare  upon  the  interest  of  the 
cooDtry  in  general,  that  I  am  induced,  on  this 
oeeasioD,  to  contribute  my  mite  against  its 
adoptioo. 

There  were,  said  Mr.  W.,  some  prominent  ar- 
goments  presented  in  support  of  the  bill,  which  it 
was  bis  intention  to  examine,  but  it  would,  per- 
haps, be  more  proper  to  notice  in  the  first  place 
the  peculiar  manner  employed  by  gentlemen  to 
aid  them  in  the  discussion.  Tne  honorable  Speaker 
(Mr.  Clay)  had  thought  fit  to  call  the  friends  of 
ihe  bill  "  the  advocates  of  an  American  policy," 
iDd  at  the  same  time  characterized  us  who  oppose 
ii,  as  the  friends  ^'  of  a  foreign  policy."  Sir,  these 
dcsigDstions  must  be  reversed,  because  there  is 
Dfither  jostice  nor  propriety  in  such  an  application 
of  them  as  has  been  made  by  the  Speaker.  What 
policy  does  he  advocate ?  fioi  the  past  or  present 
nolicf  of  the  United  States.  How,  then,  can  he 
be  the  advocate  of  an  American  policy  ?  He 
wishes  to  depart  from  the  policy  pursued  ever 
noee  the  establishment  of  our  €k)vemment,  and 
to  adopt  that  pursued  bv  Qreat  Britain.  But 
those  opposed  to  the  bill,  wish  to  maintain  the 
policy  the  United  States  have  always  pursued 
fioce  their  independence  as  a  nation.  Then,  in 
tmtbjSDd  in  fact,  we  are  the  advocates  of  an 
American  policy,  while  the  Speaker  and  his 
friends  are  the  advocates  of  a  British  policy.  We 
reprobate  the  policy  of  England ;  we  wish  to  avoid 
it,  to  rescue  our  country  from  the  danger  of  falling 
ioto  it.  The  Speaker,  on  the  other  hand,  admires 
that  policy;  eulogizes  it  in  the  highest  terms,  and 
is  desirous  the  United  States  should  adopt  it.  If 
it  be  true,  therefore,  that  Great  Britain  is  a  for- 
f^  conncry,  the  Speaker  is  the  advocate  "  of  a 
foreign  policy,"  and  we  who  oppose  the  bill 
must  be  considered  the  friends  of  an  "American 
policy." 

He  would  notice,  he  said,  jn  the  next  place,  the 
▼ery  great  address  with  which  this  subiect  had, 
from  other  quarters,  been  pressed  upon  the  atten- 
tioQ  of  the  American  people.  The  campaign  was 
'^larly  opened  soi!ne  six  or  seven  years  ago,  and 
hu  been  svstematically  pursued  op  to  the  present 
time.  Publications  have  appeared,  in  every  pos- 
siUc  shape ;  addresses  have  been  made  to  gain 
proselytes  to  what  has  been  termed  the  great  cause 
of^Mtional  industry."  Yes,  sir;  this  phrase, 
^^^^^otul  industry,  has  had,  and  no  doubt  was  in- 
teoded  to  have,  a  most  magical  influence  upon 
the  opioioQs  of  our  fellow-citizens.  The  evils  of 
idleoess  have  been  portrayed  in  flowing  colors ; 
the  miseries  of  want  and  wretchedness  have  been 
<l^'layed  with  a  kind  of  fervid  eloquence,  anft  we 
have  been  required,  by  every  consideration,  to  aid 
in  promoting  the  great  cause  of  national  industry. 
Prom  what  has  been  said  one  might  be  led  to 
think  that  onr  people  had  abandoned  all  the  pnr- 
^its  and  occupations  of  labor,  and  that  we  were 
inverted  into  a  nation  of  idle,  dissolute  vagrants. 
Bot,  althotigh  some  such  instances  may  be  found, 
yet,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  general  dis- 
tress does  not  exist  to  the  extent  which  has  been 


imagined.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  WfiBSTER)  has  told  us  that  nothing  of  the 
kind  has  come  within  his  observation.  So  far  as 
I  am  enabled  to  judge,  I  believe  it  may  be  said  that 
the  Southern  country  is  generally  free  from  such 
scenes  of  sufiering  and  distress  as  have  been  de* 
picted.  This  outcry,  therefore,  or  the  greater  part 
of  it,  has  proceeded  from  one  class  only,  (the 
manufacturers,)  who,  being  themselves  in  what 
they  were  pleased  to  consider  an  unprofitable  busi- 
ness, have  affected  to  think  that  the  whole  nation 
was  in  the  road  to  ruin.  What,  sir !  are  the  man- 
ufacturers the  only  class  in  the  community  ?  If 
they  should  cease  to  operate  entirely,  does  it  fol- 
low that  all  labor  would  likewise  cease  ?  Not  at 
all.  The  manufacturing  labor  is  very  small  com- 
pared to  the  agffreeate  labor  of  the  other  pursuits ; 
and,  although  the  former  should  wholly  cease,  our 
condition  would  not  be  so  wretched  as  it  has  been 
described. 

Mr.  W.  said,  he  admitted  what  the  Speaker  had 
said,  that  labor  was  essentially  necessary ;  that, 
without  it,  neither  individuals  nor  nations  can  be 
prosperous.  It  is,  indeed,  a  law  of  man's  nature, 
for  it  is  written  "  that,  in  the  sweat  of  his  brow 
shall  he  eat  bread."  If  we  look  abroad,  we  see 
that  the  same  law  applies  to  all  animated  nature  | 
that  the  fowls  mount  into  the  air;  that  the  beasts, 
graze  in  the  fields  or  range  through  the  forests,  all 
in  quest  of  food.  Labor,  then,  is  the  universal 
law  of  our  nature,  to  which  every  one  is  bound  to 
submit.  If  he  violates  this  law,  or  neglects  the 
duty  it  enjoins,  evil  must  ensue,  as  the  necessary, 
the  inevitable  consequence.  But  does  it  likewise 
follow,  that  manufactures  are  the  great  object  in 
which  the  nation  should  edgage,  or  that  we  cease 
to  be  a  laborious,  as  soon  as  we  cease  to  be  a  man- 
ufacturing people?  No,  it  does  not.  Though 
manufacturing  should  stop  altogether,  agriculturei 
and  the  other  pursuits  which  constitute  the  greater 
object,  would  still  flouri.«h  and  prosper.  We 
were  told,  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Wood,)  that  the  agricultural  labor'was  equal  to 
eighty-three  per  cent.,  while  the  manufacturing 
was  only  three  and  a  half.  Now,  until  gentlemen 
show  that  the  greater  should  subserve  the  less  in- 
terest, I  shall  contend  that  we  are  not  bound  to 
notice  the  cries  of  a  small  class  in  the  commuuitV| 
especially  when  that  class  are  not  so  profitably 
employed  as  they  would  be  if  directed  to  other 
pursuits.  Away,  then,  with  the  plea,  that  it  is 
necessary  to  encourage  national  industry  by  pro- 
tecting manufactures.  It  is  a  delusion  to  employ 
such  terms,  because  the  industry  of  the  nation 
would  flourish  without  the  protection  which  ia 
sought  for  manufactures.  Indeed,  the  manufac- 
turing labor  of  the  country  scarcely  deserves  to  be 
considered  in  forming  an  estimate  of  the  whole 
industry  of  the  nation.  It  might  as  well  be  sup- 
posed that  a  sinsle  town  or  country  was  equal  to 
all  the  rest  of  the  United  States,  as  to  sa^  that 
national  industry  consisted  in  the  labor  applied  to 
manufactures. 

He  would  now  proceed,  Mr.  W.  said,  to  exam- 
ine those  prominent  arguments  in  favor  of  the 
bill  to  which  he  had  before  alluded.    It  had  been 
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contended  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylyania, 
(Mr.  Tod,)  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
reported  the  bill,  that  it  was  necessary  to  adopt 
the  measure  to  make  us  independent  of  foreign 
Powers.  This  had  likewise  been  much  insisted 
on  by  the  Speaker,  and  the  various  other  gentle- 
men who  hare  participated  in  the  discussion.  But, 
of  all  the  arguments  presented  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
it  is  perhaps  the  most  imposing,  while  at  the  same 
time  it  is  the  most  fallacious.  In  my  judgment, 
it  is  a  complete  inversion  of  the  fact,  to  say  that 
we  are  dependent  on  England  when  we  furnish 
the  raw  material,  and  she  supplies  the  manufac- 
tured commodity.  I  would  ratner  think  that  Eng- 
land is  dependent  upon  us,  and  we  independent  of 
her,  in  such  a  state  of  commercial  intercourse. 
To  illustrate  this  idea,  I  would  ask  who  of  all 
men  is  the  most  independent?  The  answer  is 
easy  and  obvious :  The  man  who  has  a  suffi- 
cient supply  of  food  is  the  only  one  who  can  be 
called  ahsoUUdv  independent,  because  all  others 
who  have  not  this  supply,  must  be  dependent  upon 
him  who  can  furnisn  it.  Breadstuffs  are  indis- 
pensably necessary ;  and,  in  proportion  as  men 
regard  the  preservation  oi  their  lives  as  the  most 
important  of  all  objects,  in  the  same  proportion 
will  they  be  dependent  or  independent,  according 
to  the  supply  they  mav  have  of  the  necessarv 
means  of  subsistence.  Now,  it  may  be  assertea, 
as  a  truth  undeniable  and  irresistible,  that  what 
makes  one  man  independent,  will  also  make  any 
number  of  men  independent.  In  other  words,  if 
one  individual,  having  a  bountiful  supply  of  the 
articles  of  subsistence  is  more  independent  than 
the  one  who  has  not  such  supply,  it  follows  that 
the  nation  which  has  a  supply  of  those  articles,  is 
more  independent  than  the  nation  which  has  it 
not.   ^ 

The  United  'States,  for  example,  grow  bread- 
stuffs,  while  England  manufactures  clothing. 
Now,  in  an  absolute  sense,  which  is  the  most  in- 
dependent ?  we,  with  all  the  articles  of  subsistence, 
or  Great  Britain,  with  all  the  articles  of  clothing  ? 
Certainly  no  one  can  doubt  but  that  the  United 
States  would  be  the  most  independent,  and  the 
same  course  of  reasoning  applies  to  the  nation 
which  furnishes  the  raw  material,  as  contradis- 
tinguished from  the  one  which  supplies  the  man- 
ufacture. Suppose,  again,  for  the  sake  of  illus- 
tration, that  one  nation  srows  all  the  wool,  while 
another  manufactures  aU  the  cloth,  which,  in  the 
same  absolute  sense,  is  the  most  independent?  I 
answer,  that  the  one  growing  the  wool  is  most 
independent,  because  the  other,  which  happens  to 
possess  the  cloth,  must  cease  to  manufacture  if  the 
raw  material  should  be  withheld,  which  may  be 
done  at  anv  time  by  the  nation  growing  the  wool. 
Then,  if  the  United  States  furnish  the  raw  ma- 
terial, and  England  manufactures  it,  the  former, 
I  say,  are  more  independent  than  the  latter,  be- 
cause we  can  withhold  the  article  at  any  time 
when  we  please,  while  Great  Britain,  for  the 
want  of  it,  must  cease  to  manufacture.  If  she 
ceases  to  manufacture,  she  must  of  course  cease 
to  sell ;  and  if  she  ceases  to  sell,  she  will  conse- 
quently be  deprived  of  those  articles  of  subsbtence 


with  which  she  is  supplied  by  the  sale  of  her  com- 
modities. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  alleges  tbat 
England  will  not  take  our  produce ;  but  the  alle- 
gation is  no  answer  to  this  part  of  the  argomeDt: 
for,  if  EngUind  will  not  take  our  produce,  it  is 
evident  our  trade  with  her  must  cease,  and  then 
the  exact  state  of  non-intercourse  which  we  ex- 
pect to  bring  about  by  law,  will  be  prodoced 
without  law.  England,  sir,  is  not  so  foolish  as  to 
trade  with  us,  if  we  do  not  make  payment,  aod 
this  we  cannot  do,  if  she  will  not  receive  our  pro- 
duce, as  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  more  fully  here- 
after. So  far,  then,  from  our  being  dependent  on 
England,  she  is,  in  fact,  dependent  on  us,  andtfa« 
only  way  we  can  keep  her  m  any  degree  depend- 
ent  upon  us,  is,  to  furnish  the  raw  material,  and 
receive,  in  return,  the  manufactured  commodity. 

Let  it  not,  said  Mr.  W.,  be  understood  that  I 
am  the  advocate  for  that  state  of  absolide  iDd^ 
pendence  of  which  I  have  spoken,  or  that  I  coo- 
tend  we  can  do  without  manufactured  commodi- 
ties, produced  either  by  ourselves  or  some  other 
country.  I  admit  what  the  Speaker  said,  tIz.. 
that  they  are  necessary ;  that  we  must  have  them: 
that  the  mere  supply  of  our  animal  wants  is  noi 
sufficient.  Of  the  correctness  of  this  position,  1 
entertain  no  doubt ;  but  when  he  and  other  gen^ 
tlemen  condemn  the  policy  of  our  Go?emment, 
and  charp[e  it  with  subjecting  us  to  an  improper 
degree  of  dependence  on  foreign  Powers,  it  he- 
comes  a  matter  of  importance  to  examine  theii 
arguments,  to  trace  them  into  the  elements  oo 
which  they  are  founded,  and  see  whether  in  trutl 
and  in  fact  they  are  applicable  to  the  case,  or  ar< 
entitled  to  all  that  weight  upon  our  minds  vhic) 
they  are  designed  to  have.  If  this  be  done,  itwi) 
be  seen  that,  although  we  are  dependent  upoj 
England  for  ner  manufactures,  yet  she  is  eqoall 
dependent  upon  us  for  the  raw  material,  if  n< 
more  so;  that  we  can  do  as  well  without  h\ 
panufactures,  as  she  can  without  our  raw  mati 
rials.  The  argument,  then,  that  we  are  depe] 
dent  upon  England,  should  not,  I  think,  have  an 
very  great  weight  on  our  minds ;  because,  if  tl 
fact  be  admitted,  it  only  proves  that  the  depe 
dence  is  reciprocal.  But,  if  we  wanted  to  ma{ 
England  completely  independent  of  the  \5m\ 
States,  we  could  not  take  a  more  direct  course; 
accomplish  the  obiect,  than  to  drive  her,  by  c 
restrictions,  to  otner  countries,  for  the  supply 
that  raw  produce  with  which  her  manufactuj 
are  kept  up,  and  by  which  her  labor  is  contlnij 
in  operation. 

Again :  it  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  it 
Pennsylvania,  that  we  ought  to  adopt  this  poll 
because  other  nations  are  pursuing  it;  that, 
though  the  English  writers  on  political  econoi 
condemn  the  policy  of  their  restrictive  sysM 
yet  the  practice  of  the  Government  is  differ^ 
that  we  ought  to  regard  and  imitate  the  praci 
of  the  Gk)vernment  rather  than  follow  the  \ 
cepts  and  doctrines  of  her  writers.  la  this, 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  been  joined 
the  Speaker,  who  had  denounced  the  authorit 
all  foreign  writers  on  the  subject  of  polic 
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eeoDomf.  Mr.  W.  said  that  he  objected  to  the 
whole  of  the  reasoning  of  those  gentlemen,  be* 
caose,  bjr  it,  every  enormity  of  the  British  Qor- 
emment  coald  not  onl]r  be  justified,  bat  held  up  as 
in  example  for  our  imitation.  He  would  as  soon 
look,  coatiDued  Mr.  W.,  to  England  for  lessons  in 
regard  to  the  form  of  our  Government,  as  to  her 
practice  for  lessons  teaching  us  the  proper  admin- 
istration of  it.  When  did  the  Gfovemment  of 
Eogiaad  ever  pursue  a  benevolent,  humane,  and 
coosistent  coarse?  when  did  her  practice  ever 
con!orm  to  the  doctrines  of  her  sage  and  philan- 
thropic writers?  Never,  he  believed,  except  in 
the  instances  mentioned  bv  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  BahbourJ  and  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster.)  Were  the 
principles  of  Sidney  less  correct,  less  virtuous,  or 
Itis  republican,  because  the  practice  of  the  Gov- 
erniDentwas  different  from  those  principles?  or 
because  that  illustrious  man  fell  a  martyr  to  them? 
Was  the  eloquence  of  a  Chatham  less  a  vehicle  of 
truth  aind  sound  policy  because  the  Government 
M  not  porsue  the  course  which  he  pointed  out? 
Nay,  more,  was  the  enlistment  of  the  savage — 
the  employment  of  the  tomahawk  and  scalping 
knife,  during  our  Revolution,  less  odious  and 
ai»minable  because  it  was  directly  at  variance 
with  the  views  of  some  of  her  best  and  most  en- 
lightened men  ?  In  all  these  instances,  and  many 
more  which  might  be  mentioned,  the  practice  of 
England  had  been  different  from  the  doctrines  of 
her  wisest  and  most  patriotic  writers;  but  are 
these  doctrines,  for  that  reason,  less  to  be  ad- 
mired, applauded,  and  followed  by  the  American 
people?  Some  writers  in  England  contend  for 
a  Parliamentary  reform,  but  yet  the  practice  of 
the  Government  is  against  it.  If,  then,  we  ought 
to  adopt  the  practice  of  the  Grovernment,  rather 
than  the  doctrines  of  her  writers,  every  institution 
in  oQT  own  country  must,  upon  that  principle,  be 
chaneed.  Instead  of  a  republic  recognising  the 
people  as  the  only  sovereign  power,  we  must  have 
a  hereditary  monarch — a  House  of  Lords,  and 
septennial  Parliaments. 

Gentlemen  could  not  have  beeft  aware  of  the 
ntent  to  which  their  arguments  would  lead. 
when  they  said  that  the  practice  of  England 
shoold  be  considered  as  authority,  rather  than  the 
^tinp  of  her  statesmen.  No.  sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
I  woQid  look  to  the  practice  or  England  for  au- 
thority in  nothing;  but  I  would  look  to  the  writ- 
jog)  of  her  statesmen  for  authority  in  many  things, 
it  was  from  the  doctrines  of  her  writers,  and  not 
the  practice  of  her  Government,  that  our  Revolu- 
tionarjr  forefathers  derived  many  useful  and  im- 
portant lessons  on  the  subject  of  freedom;  it  was 
from  the  holy  zeal,  the  patriotic  ardor,  thus  in- 
9i^)  that  they  resolved  to  be  independent.  Yes, 
sr,  our  own  Revolution,  forming  as  it  does  a  new 
^  in  the  history  of  human  affairs,  and  all  the 
felicitous  consequences  flowing  from  it,  are  to  be 
scribed,  in  a  considerable  degree,  to  the  doctrines 
of  British  writers ;  but  in  no  degree  whatever  to 
4e  practice  of  the  British  Government.  As,  then, 
tbat  authority  has  been  respected,  and  attended 
to  in  the  great  work  of  forming  the  Government 


— in  the  establishment  of  our  present  political 
system — so,  I  say,  it  may  be  wise  and  useful  to 
regard  the  same  authority  in  administering  the 
Government.  Hence^  when  we  advert  to  the  au- 
thority of  British  writers,  gentlemen  should  not 
think  that  we  do  so  in  consequence  of  any  friend- 
ly feeling  towards  the  Government  of  that  coun- 
try. I  admit  what  gentlemen  say,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  is  ooposed  to  the  writings; 
but  it  is  in  consequence  of  this  very  opposition 
that  I  rely  upon  the  writings.  For  it  must  be 
confessed  that  I  would  sbspect,  nav,  instantly  re- 
ject, the  authority  of  any  Britisn  writer  who 
should  undertake  to  prove  that  the  practice  of  the 
English  Government  was  correct  and  humane  iu 
anv  respect  whatsoever,  except  in  the  instance! 
before  referred  to. 

Now,  let  me  ask  what  is  proposed  (o  be  done  by 
this  bill  ?  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
already  answered  this  question.  He  has  told  us 
that  he  wishes  to  regulate  trade  in  a  particular 
way:  to  make  it  more  advantageous  to  the  coun- 
try than  it  has  been  for  some  time,  or  probably 
will  be  again  unless  a  measure  or  the  kind  he 
offers  should  be  adopted.  But  can  you  succeed 
in  this  object?  I  think  not;  for  trade  depends  on 
a  thousand  contingencies,  over  which  you  can 
have  no  control.  Can  you  regulate  the  vicissi*- 
tudes  of  the  seasons  ?  Uan  you  control  the  ele- 
ments? Can  you  still  the  wind,  or  silence  the 
roaring  tempest?  Can  you  command  the  sun  to 
suspend  his  scorching  beams,  or  call  down  mois- 
ture from  the  clouds,  that  the  earth  may  bring 
forth  its  accustomed  rruits  ?  Unless  you  can  do 
all  this,  your  present  effort  will  be  vain ;  for  trade 
may  be  compared  to  a  fluid  extremely  subtle,  im- 
palpable to  the  touch,  alwavs  eluding  your  grasp, 
and  constantly  bidding  defiance  to  your  regula- 
tions. It  will  ffo  where  it  listeth,  and  eyery  at- 
tempt to  impede  its  progress  onlv  adds  to  the 
difficulty  ana  embarrassment  of  the  individuals 
or  nations  concerned  in  making  the  attempt. 
Hence,  the  wisdom  of  the  rule,  (though  derived 
from  British  writers,}  that  trade  will  regulate  it- 
self; that  it  is  most  advantageous  when  least 
restricted.  If  there  is  anv  principle  in  political 
economy  which  contains  the  truth  and  force  of  an 
axiom,  it  is  this. 

But,  the  Speaker  says  the  principle  is  incorrect, 
and  we  ought  to  adopt  a  difi(erent  policy  to  make 
money  more  plenty,  and  relieve  the  distress  of  the 
country.  But  this  object  cannot  be  accomplished. 
For,  how  are  we  to  bring  money  into  the  country 
withoiit  foreign  commerce?  We  have  not  any 
gold  or  silver  mines  to  produce  a  supply  of  Uie 
precious  metals ;  and  the  specie  first  brought  into 
the  country  by  foreign  trade  would  have  remained 
with  us  but  for  the  establishment  of  banks.  Sup- 
pose, however,  that  foreign  trade,  as  gentlemen 
allege,  takes  specie  away  from  the  country.  I 
contend  that  it  will,  in  due  season,  bring  it  back 
again,  because,  in  this  instance,  foreign  trade  only 
takes  out  of  the  country  what  foreign  trade  had 
previously  brought  into  it  Therefore,  if  gentle- 
men charge  foireign  trade  with  taking  specie  away 
from  us,  they  must  credit  foreign  trade  with  hav- 
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ing  brought  specie  into  the  coantry  in  the  first 
instance ;  and  thus  the  account  will  certably:  be 
balanced. 

Admitting  the  position  assumed  by  the  gentle* 
man  from  Pennsylrania  that  the  passage  of  this 
bill  will  prevent  our  money  from  ^oing  out  of  the 
country,  I  still  contend  that  the  objected  proposed, 
yiz.,  of  making  money  more  plenty,  will  not  be 
answered.  Every  one  must  acsnowiedge  that  we 
bave  not,  at  this  time,  a  sufficient  supply  of  gold 
and  silver,  for  the  purposes  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium. If  you  pass  this  bill,  in  a  great  degree  pro- 
hibiting foreign  commerce,  how  are  you  to  ^et 
specie  back  ii^  sufficient  quantity  to  supply  us  with 
a  circulatin£[  medium?  Instead  of  Inviting  it  to 
return,  you  forever  exclude  and  keep  it  out.  If  a 
man,  said  Mr.  W.,  were  to  shut  his  doors  upon 
his  neighbor,  to  give  him  evidence  of  a  welcome 
reception,  the  act  would  scarcely  be  more  unrea- 
sonable or  uncivil  than  the  one  here  proposed. 
For,  if  you  have  not  specie  enough,  you  should 
endeavor  to  correct  the  evil  by  encouraging  rather 
than  prohibiting  greater  importations  of  it. 

Should  you  choose,  however,  to  pass  the  bill,  in 
order  to  make  sure  of  what  money  we  have,  to  be 
certain  of  keeping  it  amongst  us,  can  you  succeed 
even  in  this  7  No,  you  cannot.  Spain,  we  were 
told  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Webster,)  has  been  more  restricted  in  her  com- 
merce than  any  other  nation  in  Europe;  but  have 
her  arbitrary,  tyrannical  laws,  prohibiting,  under 
heavy  penalties,  the  exportation  of  specie  answered 
the  objects  designed  by  their  enactment?  Not  in 
the  least*  The  precious  metals  were  of  less  value 
in  Spain  than  in  other  nations  of  the  world,  and  go 
they  would,  in  spite  of  every  regulation  to  the  con- 
trary. Money,  like  a  fluid,  wilfseek  its  own  level ; 
mnd  if  the  gold  and  silver  now  in  our  country  are 
tempted  to  go  abroad  in  the  channels  of  regular 
commercial  intercourse,  I  say  let  them  go.  They 
will  certainly  come  back  when  more  needed  in 
this  than  in  a  foreign  country.  The  same  cause 
which  first  brou£;ht  them  to  us  will  induce  them 
to  revisit  our  shores,  if  required  by  the  regular 
demands  of  trade.  We  need  be  under  no  appre- 
hension to  the  contrary  so  lop^  as  we  avoia  the 
iigudicious  and  impolitic  restraints  of  a  prohibi- 
tory system. 

But  the  passage  of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  W.,  de- 
stroys foreign  commerce,  without  which  we  never 
should  have  had  so  mucn  as  a  guinea  or  a  dollar. 
If,  therefore,  you  destroy  the  means  of  supply,  how 
are  our  future  wants  to  be  answered  in  regard  to 
a  circulating  medium?  In  this  condition,  we 
shall  be  obliged  to  do,  from  necessity,  what  we 
have  already  done  from  a  wish  to  speculate  and  a 
desire  to  possess  inordinate  wealth.  We  shall  be 
compelled  to  establish  banks  and  to  depend  alto- 
gether upon  paper  money;  there  is  no  other  alter- 
native. To  this  end  we  shall  finally  come,  and  I 
must  be  permitted  to  ask  whether  any  gentleman 
would  desire  to  see  us  in  such  a  condition?  I 
should  hope  not,  because  it  is  evident  that  our 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  are  ascribed,  in  a 
great  degree^  to  an  eztrava^gant  issue  of  paper 
money.    This,  and  not  foreign  trade,  has  caused 


our  afflictions.  Instead  of  ag^vating,  foreign 
trade  had  alleviated  the  mischief.  In  the  course 
of  the  debate,  it  had  been  proved,  very  clearly^ 
that,  wherever  paper  money  existed,  the  same  dis< 
tress  had  prevailed,  in  a  greater  or  lesser  degree. 
In  the  United  States^  in  Germany,  and  evea  in 
England,  it  had  been  the  case. 

From  these  views,  it  would  seem,  then,  that  the 
nassage  of  the  bill  would  afibrd  no  relief  to  the 
distresses  of  the  country.  The  money,  which  u 
to  circulate,  as  gentlemen  tell  us,  in  plenty  and 
abiudance,  will  not  consist  of  gold  and  silver, 
but  bank  notes.  At  one  time  there  was  a  sort  oi 
epidemic  in  favor  of  the  paper  system,  and  as 
many  as  forty  new  banks  were  established  in  \ 

E articular  State,  during  one  session  of  their  Legis 
Lture.  This  measure  was  hailed  as  a  panacei 
for  their  distresses;  but  did  it  turn  out  so  m  fact 
No ;  instead  of  curing,  it  aggravated  the  evil  ii 
a  tenfold  degree.  Having  failed  to  obtain  the  d^ 
sired  relief  from  banks,  we  now  seem  anxious  t{ 
try  the  manufacturing  system,  in  the  hope  tba{ 
by  adopting  it,  we  shall  remedy  all  complaint! 
But,  ill  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  it  will  pro?e  n 
more  efficacious  than  the  banking  system :  on  th 
contrary,  it  will  tend  to  increase  the  evil ;  it  wi| 
give  us  a  paper  money  which,  not  being  founde 
on  a  specie  basis,  will  be  liable  to  all  the  evils  c; 
depreciation,  sucn  as  were  experienced  at  the  clos 
of  the  Revolution,  or  at  the  termination  of  the  la< 
war :  whereas,  if  you  permit  foreign  trade  to  pr< 
ceed  as  it  has  done ;  if  vou  allow  the  preciot 
metals  to  be  imported ;  it  you  prohibit  banks  ej 
tirely,  or  require  them  to  be  founded  upon  a  spec! 
capital,  so  as  to  prevent  an  extravagant  issue  | 
paper  money,  then  will  the  commerce  of  the  cool 
try  flow  in  regular  and  undisturbed  channels ;  th< 
will  the  lalK»rer  be  rewarded  for  his  toil  wi 
money  of  a  certain,  invariable  value;  then,  af 
not  till  then,  will  our  whole  people  be  contenij 
and  happy. 

This  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  W.  said,  had  b^ 
much  strengthen^  by  information  he  hadreceiv 
from  a  gentleman  of  this  House,  who  in  part  r^ 
resented  one  of  the  Western  States.  That  ^ 
tleman  had  told  him  that  the  circulating  mediU 
of  the  State  from  which  he  comes,  had  been  ii 
very  unsound,  disordered  condition.  The  neoji 
at  tne  same  time,  were  much  embarra^ed  wj 
debts  to  a  great  amount.  Instead  of  seeking  re| 
by  creating  more  banks,  they  had  depended  u^ 
industry ;  they  had  resorted  to  labor,  which  j 
Speaker  had  said  was  essentially  necessary  to 
sure  national  wealth  and  prosperity.  When  t 
became  involved,  pork,  the  great  staple  of  t 
country,  bore  a  price  eoual  to  ten  dollars  a  h 
dred.  It  had  afterwards  fallen,  and  sustainei 
price  of  from  three  to  five  dollars,  but  yet 
people  had  been  able,  at  these  reduced  prices 
rescue  themselves  irom  their  embarrassme 
Here,  then,  was  evidence,  showing  how  m 
could  be  done  by  labor,  and  how  little  by  ba^ 
Had  these  people  depended  for  relief  upon  furi 
issues  of  paper  money,  no  doubt  their  distroj 
Would  have  oeen  increased :  whereas^  by  adop^ 
a  difierent  course,  they  have  oomplecely  extrica 
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themielves,  which  wili  be  the  cuse  in  eveiy  in* 
staoce  wheie  reliance  ia  bad  upon  the  same  means. 
Here  he  was  met,  Mr.  W.  said,  by  the  declaration 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  he  did 
not  ioteod  to  destroy  foreign  trade.  It  b  due  to 
that  gentleman  to  say,  that  I  beUeve  him  sincere 
ia  his  statements,  but  I  nevertheless  think  him 
mistaken  in  the  opinions  he  formed  as  to  the  effects 
of  this  measure.  For,  how  can  he  derive  any 
possible  benefit  from  it,  unless  it  tends  to  destroy 
commerce  or  lessen  the  importation  of  foreign 
goods  1  The  body  politic,  like  the  body  natural, 
iDS|r  at  times  be  given  to  a  little  excess.  The 
commercial  appetite  of  the  nation,  so  to  speak, 
mav  occasionally  perhaps  take  too  much,  but  gen- 
(taily  DO  more  will  be  consumed  than  is  conducive 
(0  the  health  and  weU-beiag  of  the  system.  You 
caftDot,  then,  afford  to  the  domestic  manufacturer 
a  market  for  his  goods,  unless  you  reduce  the 
amoant  of  the  foreign  supply.  The  whole  project, 
iadeed,  proceeds  upon  this  supposition.  The  duty 
oa  foreign  goods  is  to  be  mcreased,  to  prevent 
their  importation :  their  importation  u  to  he  pee- 
leoted,  to  afibrd  the  domestic  manufacturer  an 
opportunity  to  sell  his  commodities ;  and  yet  gen- 
tlemen say^  they  do  not  intend  to  destroy  forei^ 
commerce.  I  admit  that  you  may  not  intend  its 
total  destruction,  but,  if  you  destroy  it  partially, 
all  the  purposes  of  my  argument  will  be  answeied. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  however, 
had  remarked,  at  the  commencement  of  .this  de- 
bate, that  the  only  effectual  protection  which  man- 
ufactures had  ever  received,  was  during  the  late 
war,  aod  every  one  knows  that  our  foreign  com- 
merce was  annihilated  within  that  peri<^.  But 
m^pose  this  not  to  be  his  object  at  present,  and 
that  no  more  than  one^fifth,  or  one  tenth,  or  one 
twentieth,  of  our  foreign  trade,  will  be  destroyed 
V^  the  operation  of  this  system,  I  contend  that  our 
fitoation  will  be  made  worse  exactly  in  that  pro- 
portion ;  that  we  shall  be  less  able  by  one  fifth, 
•ae  tenth,  or  one  twentieth,  to  remedy  our  disr 
Um,  In  whateYcr  degree  you  injune  foreign 
eommeree,  in  the  same  degree  do  you  augment 
oor  embarrassoients,  and  make  a  resort  to  paper 
Booey  more  certain,  which  it  has  been  previously 
ihown  was  the  remote,  if  not  immediate,  cause  of 
ill  oor  difficulties. 

In  opposition  to  the  inferences  here  drawn,  it 
luu  been  said  that  England  has  a  metallic  cur- 
K&ey,  althoogh  she  is  in  the  highest  degree  man- 
Q^utoring.  But  the  analogy  wOl  not  hold.  Eng- 
land exports  her  commoditi^  which,  in  the  nature 
^  things,  we  cannot  do ;  we  are  unable  to  man- 
t>&e(Qre  for  the  supply  of  our  own  wants,  and  it 
^d  be  folly  to  attempt  exportation  under  such 
circumstances.  I  know,  said  Mr.  W.,  it  was  al- 
leged by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsvlvania,  that 
Mr  goods  had  already  found  a  market  in  South 
America,  and  this  proved  that  we  might  calculate 
on  making  ezportations  in  future  to  any  extent. 
Bot,  contended  Mr.  W..  this  must  be  deemed  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule,  and  one  from  which 
no  reasonings  can  be  deduced.  In  some  few  in- 
•(aaces,  wtott,  and  other  articles  of  breadstuff; 
had  been  imported  from  Liverpool  into  the  Uni- 


ted States;  but  would  any  gentleman  contend 
that  this  was  according  to  the  r^^lar  course  of 
trade?  Certainly  not.  Exceptions  of  this  sort, 
indicating  the  capriciousness  or  volatility  of  trade 
may  be  found  in  the  commerce  of  all  countries. 
They  are  not  reducible  to  rule,  or  to  be  explained 
by  any  general  principles.  We  require  a  protec- 
tion equal  to  an  average  of  forty  per  cent,  to  en- 
able us  to  compete  with  the  foreign  manufacturer 
even  in  our  own  markets,  and  certainly  we  cannot 
expect  to  compete  with  him  in  the  South  Ameri- 
can market,  where  we  shall  be  deprived  of  this 
protection.  Until  gentlemen  prove  that  we  can 
sell  our  manufactures  abroad,  at  forty  per  cent, 
less  than  we  can  afford  to  take  for  them  at  home, 
I  shall  be  justified  in  asserting  that  we  cannot  ex- 
port them,  and  we  cannot  therefore  expect  to  de- 
rive specie  from  importation,  as  England  has 
done.  The  argument,  then,  which  has  l^n  drawn 
from  the  metallic  currency  of  England,  will  not 
avail  gentlemen  in  reference  to  this  particular 
point. 

There  are  yet  other  points  of  view  in  which  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  thought  fit  to 
present  this  question,  and  which,  therefore,  are 
entitled  to  serious  notice.  He  has  gravely  urged 
thatQreat  Britain  constantly  exhaustsour  wealth; 
that  the  labor  of  our  people  goes  to  her  support, 
to  swell  her  coffers,  and  pamper  her  pride ;  that 
we  owe  it  to  ourselves  not  to  permit  such  a 
state  of  things  to  exist,  4)ot  should  divert  the  nro- 
fits  of  this  trade  into  our  own  pockets,  rather'tnan 
suffer  them  to  be  engrossed  by  Enffllshmen.  This 
argiunent,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  nearly  allied  to  those 
he  had  heretofore  attempted  to  answer,  and,  in 
his  judgment,  was  equally  incorrect.  For,  if  it 
be  true  that  we  are  not  dependent  upon  England, 
when  we  furnish  the  raw  material  and  she  man- 
ufactures it,  then  I  contend,  in  the  same  way, 
that,  if  we  labor  for  her  support,  she,  in  return, 
labors  for  our  support;  thatwa  can  do  as  well 
without  her  manufactures  as  she  can  without  our 
raw  materials.  In  illustration  of  this  idea,  let  me, 
said  Mr.  W.,  put  a  case-— "Would  it  not  be  ex- 
tremely unwise  in  the  people  of  the  Eastern  States^ 
for  example^  to  grow  cotton,  when  they  could  buy 
it  in  Gteor^ia  for  much  less  than  it  would  cost 
them  to  raise  it  ?  With  the  labor  of  ten  days,  the 
Eastern  man  could  purchase  one  hundred  weight 
of  cotton ;  whereas,  to  produce  it  himself  would 
require  the  labor,  perhaps,  of  twelve  or  fifteen 
days  ?  The  same  rule  would  apply  to  the  Georr 
gian.  if  he  should  attempt  to  raise  commodities 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  climate^  soil,  and  cir^ 
cumstances  of  New  England. 

Again :  Would  not  Great  Britain  act  with  in^ 
prudence,  nay,  with  folly,  if  she  should  attempt  to 
raise  all  the  cotton  which  she  buys  of  the  South- 
em  States  to  be  worked  up  in  her  manufacturing 
establishments?  Would  it  not  subtract  greatly 
from  the  profit  she  makes  by  the  sale  of  commod- 
ities, if  she  should  depend  on  growing  the  raw 
material  herself,  rather  than  on  purchasmg  it  from 
other  countries  ?  No  one  can  doubt  as  to  the  an?- 
swer  which  should  be  given  to  these  questions. 
Now,  sir,  it  may  be  asserted,  with  truth,  that  the 
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roanufactaring  skill  and  industry  of  Great  Britain 
are  as  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  eircumstances  of 
that  country  as  the  production  of  any  raw  mate- 
rial is  to  our  own.  She  can  manufacture  cheaper 
than  we  can,  and  it  would  be  about  as  wise  in  us 
to  manufacture  for  ourselves,  as  it  would  in  Eng- 
land to  raise  cotton.  Gentlemen,  I  know,  have 
denied  this,  and  contend  that  we  can  manufacture 
as  cheap  as  England.  But,  to  refute  the  asser- 
tion, I  need  only  advert  to  the  bill  now  before  us. 
Why  have  we  been  employed  for  weeks  in  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject,  if,  indeed  and  in  truth,  we 
can  manufacture  as  cheaply  as  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  1  We  have  now  a  tariff  which  gives  pro- 
tection equal  to  forty  per  cent.,  and  the  manufac- 
turers are  calling  aloud  for  more.  Then,  it  may 
be  taken  for  granted  that  England  can  manufac- 
ture more  cheaply  than  the  United  States.  Our 
own  experience^  also,  will  confirm  the  truth  of  the 
position,  for,  with  the  labor  of  ten  days,  I  can  buy 
a  piece  of  cloth  manufactured  in  England ;  where- 
as, the  same  son  of  cloth,  manufactured  in  the 
United  States,  would  cost  me  twelve  or  thirteen 
days'  labor,  or  a  value  equivalent  to  that.  How, 
then,  can  it  be  said  that  we  labor  exclusively  for 
the  benefit  of  England  ?  Does  she  not,  in  return, 
labor  for  our  benefit  1  Is  it  not  obvious  that,  bv 
her  skill  and  industry,  we  are  enabled  to  buy  sued 
manufactured  articles  as  we  want  cheaper,  or  with 
less  labor  than  if  we  produced  them  ourselves  ? 
Certainly  it  is,  and,  if  this  be  the  kind  of  tax  we 
pay  to  England,  the  more  of  it  the  better.  The 
more  cloth  she  will  give  me  for  ten  ^ays'  labor, 
the  more  highlv  shall  I  be  pleased  ;  and,  most  as- 
suredly, I  should  never  be  disposed  to  quarrel  with 
her,  because  I  obtained  from  her,  at  that  price, 
articles  which  would  otherwise  cost  me  the  value 
of  twelve  or  fifteen  days'  labor.  These  are  my 
reasons  for  not  subscribing  to  the  arguments  of 
gentlemen  who  say  that  our  people  labor  exdti- 
sively  for  the  benent  of  England.  It  is  to  our  in- 
terest as  much  as  that  of  England,  that  this  inter- 
course should  exist. 

But  it  is  alleged  by  the  Speaker  that  England 
will  not  take  our  produce,  and,  therefore,  we  must 
manufacture  it  ourselves.  To  this  I  say  agreed : 
we  will  manufacture  for  oursdves,  if  England 
will  not  receive  our  produce;  but  this  may  be 
done  without  the  aid  of  any  law.  For,  take  the 
argument  as  stated,  and  what  does  it  prove  ?  It 
proves  this,  that  our  trade  with  England  will  stop 
of  itself;  that  it  will  necessarily  cease  to  exist, 
and  that  the  law  you  propose  to  pass  is  wholly 
useless.  In  confirmation  ot  this  point,  it  is  neces- 
sary only  to  advert  to  the  rule  which  the  Speaker 
himself  has  laid  down.  He  was  asked  what 
would  be  the  extent  of  our  imports  after  this  tariff 
had  gone  into  operation,  and  to  this  question  he 
answered,  "  that  our  imports  would  be  measured 
by  our  exports."  Now,  if  the  imports  will  be 
measured  and  regulated  by  the  exports  after  the 
adoption  of  this  system,  why  will  not  the  same 
rule  apply  htfore  the  adoption  of  the  system  ?  If 
the  rule  acts  in  one  case,  as  stated  and  agreed  to 
by  the  Speaker,  it  wiU  hold  equally  good  in  the 
other.    Thus  the  evil  of  overtrading,  of  buying 


more  than  we  can  pay  for,  which  seems  to  alarm 
gentlemen  so  mQch,  and  which  they  are  so  anxious 
to  correct,  turns  out  to  be  of  no  consequence  at  all. 
For  no  principle  of  political  economy  is  more  true 
than  this :  '*  that  no  country  can  long  import  un- 
less it  also  exports ;  or,  can  long  export  unless  it  also 
imports."  Any  regulation,  therefore,  which  we 
may  adopt  to  restrain  the  excesses  of  foreign  com- 
merce^  and  thereby  to  benefit  our  own  manufac- 
tures, IS  eompletelv  a  work  of  sapererogatioo.  To 
suppose  that  England  will  give  us  her  eommodi- 
ties  would  be  to  charge  her  with  extreme  folly, 
which  must  be  the  ease  if  she  will  not  take  our 
produce  in  payment  for  what  we  receive.  But, 
suppose  she  does  continue  the  folly  of  dius  giving 
to  us.  I  hope  we  shall  not  be  {[Uilty  of  the  stiu 
greater  folly  of  refusing  to  receive  what  is  thus 
given.  Any  uneasiness  on  this  head,  I  should 
think,  ought  to  be  felt  by  the  giver  rather  than  the 
receiver.  Of  one  thing  we  may  rest  perfectly  as- 
sured, to  wit,  that  she  will  get  tired  of  it  soon 
enough  for  all  the  purposes  and  designs  we  may 
have  of  promoting  our  own  manufoetures.  But 
it  seemed  to  him  there  was  some  misapDrehenston 
on  this  point.  The  eentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  the  most  of  those  who  acted  with  him, 
urged  as  a  reason  in  support  of  the  bill,  that  Brit- 
ish goods  were  sent  to  tnis  country  and  sold  for 
little  or  nothinff,  in  order  to  break  down  our  mao- 
ufacturing  estabiiahments.  No  gentleman  had  as- 
serted this  to  be  a  fact  coming  within  his  own 
knowledge,  and,  nntil  that  assertion  was  made, 
he  should  feel  at  liberty  to  doubt  whether  the  fact 
had  existed  in  the  manner  stated.  We  aU  know 
that  distress  has  prevailed  in  Bnglaiid  as  well  as 
the  United  States.  In  our  own  country,  sacrifices 
of  property  have  been  made  both  at  public  and 
private  sale.  V^hj  not,  then,  ascribe  the  sales  of 
British  ^oods  in  this  country  to  the  distress  which 
existed  m  England  rather  than  a  wish  to  subvert 
our  manufacturing  establishments?  It  is^  in  my 
judgment,  most  probable  that  the  former  was  the 
cause  of  those  sacrifices  of  goods  at  auction  sales, 
of  which  gentlemen  so  much  complain,  and  against 
which  they  are  so  anxious  to  ffoard.  But,  if  it 
was  not,  he  contended  it  would  be  impossible  that 
the  foreign  manufiMStorer  should  continue  the  prae- 
tice  for  any  great  length  of  time,  and,  therefore^ 
the  remedy  proposed  in  the  bill  was  entirely  use- 
less. 

The  Speaker  had  again  said,  that  England,  re- 
fusing to  take  our  produce,  receives  any  balance 
against  us  in  specie.  It  was  for  this  purpose,  he 
also  said,  that  she  had  taken  off  her  restriction 
upon  the  East  India  trade,  and  he  therefore  ar- 
gued that  the  evils  arising  from  sack  an  inter- 
course ought  to  be  corrected.  But,  to  my  mind, 
replied  Mr.  W.,  this  is  no  evil  at  aU,  or.  if  it  is,  that 
it  will  infallibly  correct  itself.  Here  let  me  invite 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  what  was  before 
8aid«  Whence  did  we  procure  the  gold  and  silver 
which  circulated  among  us  some  vears  ago? 
From  foreign  commerce,  must  be  the  answer. 
Then,  if  the  unfavorable  balance  of  trade  witb 
England  took  specie  away  from  us,  the  favorable 
with  other  nations  of  the  world  brought  it  into 
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the  eoQDtry  in  the  first  instance,  and  will  continue 
to  bring  it  so  long  as  it  shall  be  demanded.  Sup- 
pose, for  example,  that  Great  Britain,  Spain,  and 
the  United  States,  trade  together.  Suppose,  fur- 
ther, that  in  our  intercourse  with  England,  there 
is  an  unfavorable  balance  against  us.  Now,  if 
the  trade  continues,  it  is  perfectly  immaterial 
whether  this  balance  is  paid  in  specie  or  in  pro- 
duce; because,  if  England  will  not  receive  our 
produce,  we  carry  it  to  Spain,  South  America,  or 
the  West  Indies ;  we  there  sell  it  for  cash,  and 
then  proceed  to  England,  whence  we  lay  it  out  as 
«e  may  choose^  to  the  best  advantage.  Thus  we 
see  that  specie  is  obtained  bv  the  sale  of  our  pro- 
dtiee,  and  whether  it  is  maae  in  the  first  instance 
to  England  or  to  Srain,  is  a  matter  of  perfect  in- 
difference. But,  if  England  will  not  take  our  pro- 
dace,  and  if  we  cannot  procure  gold  and  silver 
from  SpaiiK  or  some  other  country,  then  the  trade 
will  stop  01  itself;  will  necessarilv  cease  to  exist, 
unless,  forsooth.  Great  Britain  should  adopt  the 
policir  of  giving  to  us  whatever  we  want,  or, 
which  amounts  to  the  same  thing,  of  trading  with 
ns,  although  we  should  be  unable  to  make  pay- 
ment for  what  we  receive. 

It  is  in  consequence  of  these  principles  that  I 
sabscribe  folly  to  the  sentiments  advanced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  respecting  the 
tnde  to  China  and  the  East  Indies.  It  has  been 
fashionable  to  condemn  this  trade,  because  the 
people  of  those  countries  would  receive  nothing 
bat  gold  and  silver ;  but,  instead  of  being  injurious, 
it  was  the  most  profitable  commerce  in  which  we 
could  engage.  A  merchant,  for  example,  sold  his 
ctrgo  of  produce  in  South  America  for  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars ;  with  this  sum  he  proceeded  to  China 
or  the  East  Indies,  and  obtained  for  thirty-five  or 
forty  thousand  dollars,  what  would  have  cost  him 
f<vty-fire  or  fifty  thousand  dollars  if  he  had  made 
his  parcbases  in  any  other  country  of  the  world. 
He  then  obtained  the  same  amount  of  commodi- 
ties, and  bad  a  balance  left  of  five  or  ten  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  put  into  his  pocket,  which  balance 
would  not  have  remained  if  he  had  traded  with 
wy  other  part  of  the  world.  In  this  point  of  view, 
therefore,  the  commerce  with  China  and  the  East 
uidies  was  the  most  profitable  of  any  in  which 
▼e  coold  engage.  It  is  unnecessary  nere  to  add 
s^By  thinff  in  rdation  to  a  further  advantage  to  be 
deriTed  from  those  particular  articles  of  this  traffic 
lor  which  a  market  could  be  found  only  in  China 
^d  the  East  Indies.  I  have  understood  that  our 
^terprising  merchants  and  seamen  would  leave 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  with  only  a  few 
tboasaad  dollars  worth  on  board  of  their  vessels ; 
that  ihev  would  go  the  Pacific  Ocean,  would  there 
^ppiy  themaelves  with  cargoes,  and  then  proceed 
to  China,  and  obtain  in  exchange  for  their  produce 
^hip  loads  of  the  richest  and  most  valuable  com^ 
inodiiies.  These  returns  could  not  have  been  pur- 
chased with  the  same  articles  in  any  other  market ; 
2Qd  on  this  account,  again,  the  Cnina  trade  was 
^  profitable,  and  should  not  have  been  put 
wwn.  Another  view  taken  of  the  subject,  by  the 
s«ntleman  from  Pennsylvania,  was,  that  it  would 
^efit  the  planters  and  farmers,  by  giving  them 
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a  higher  price  for  their  produce ;  and  that  our 
manufactures  would  be  better  than  imported  goods. 
But  I  beseech  that  pfentleman  not  to  forget  him- 
self and  bis  friends  in  his  great  zeal  to  benefit  the 
agricalturists.  The  results  which  he  predicts  can- 
not take  place,  or,  if  they  do,  the  manufacturers 
must  be  involved  in  irretrievable  ruin.  For,  how 
can  they  sell  their  goods  cheaper  after  the  price 
of  breadstoffs  and  raw  materials  has  been  raised 
than  they  can  now,  when  both  breadstufl&  and 
raw  materials  are  absolutely  worthless;  are,  in 
fact,  as  the  Speaker  told  us,  rotting  in  our  bam 
yards?  Explain  the  principle  why  you  can  sell 
cheaper,  when  corn  is  at  a  dollar  per  bushel,  and 
wool  at  a  dollar  per  pound,  than  you  can  when 
corn  is  fifty  cents  a  bushel  and  wool  fifty  cents  a 
pound.  To  me  it  seems  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  such  a  result  can  follow ;  for,  if  cloth  now 
sells  at  ten  dollars,  when  corn  and  wool  are  at  the 
inferior  price  of  fifty  cents  as  mentioned  above; 
it  is  not  possible  in  the  nature  of  things  that  cloth 
can  be  sold  at  six  or  eisht  dollars,  when  the  price 
of  corn  and  wool  shay  have  advanced  to  one  dol- 
lar each.  Upon  this  supposition,  the  manufac- 
turer would  constantly  receive  less  for  his  labor 
while  his  necessary  expenditurewould  be  increased, 
and  if  such  a  process  would  not  eventuate  in  his 
ruin,  I  must  confess,  I  do  not  know  what  would 
have  the  efiect.  No,  sir ;  if,  as  gentlemen  contend, 
breadstufis  and  raw  materials  are  worthless — are  of 
no  value  at  all — no  wis  the  time  to  begin  a  manu- 
facturing system,  because,  now  you  can  afibrd  to 
work  at  a  cheap  rate  and  to  defy  all  foreign  com- 
petition. 

But,  how  is  it  proposed  to' raise  the  price  of 
breadstufis  ?  Why,  by  lessening  the  quantity  pro- 
duced. The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Wooo)  said  that  too  much  of  the  labor  of  the  coun- 
try was  devoted  to  agriculture.  Upon  this  prin- 
ciple the  Speaker  also  proceeded — when  he  said 
that  500,000  persons  employed  in  factories  would 
consume  900,000  barrels  of  flour.  This  had  been 
put  as  an  example  showing  the  beneficial  efi*ects 
which  would  result  to  agriculture  by  diverting  a 
portion  of  labor  from  that  pursuit  and  employing 
It  in  manufacturing  establishments.  Then,  said 
Mr.  W.,  the  inference  was  clear  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  raise  the  price  of  breadstufTs  by  lessen- 
ing the  quantity  produced,  and  he  would  ask  whe- 
ther this  was  a  blessing?  No ;  but,  in  his  opin- 
ion, it  was  a  curse.  Ask  a  famished  Irishman, 
during  the  late  distress  in  that  country,  whether 
he  considers  it  wise  to  lessen  the  quantity  of  sus- 
tenance which  any  country  can  produce?  Ask 
any  poor  man  in  oar  own  country  whether  he 
can  live  better  upon  three  pecks  than  a  bushel  of 
corn  ?  The  argument  of  the  gentleman  amounts 
to  this,  and  I  should  believe  that  an  individual  to 
whom  such  questions  were  propounded,  would 
suspect  the  wisdom  or  sincerity  of  him  who  pro- 
posed them.  Sir,  it  is  irreverent  in  us  to  com- 
plain that  we  are  too  highly  blessed  in  this  partic- 
ular. It  is  better  to  have  ten  times  too  much 
than  one-tenth  too  little  of  what  is  to  be  eaten ; 
of  what  is  absolutely  and  indispensably  necessary 
to  our  very  existence  itself.    Therefore,  although 
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the  manufacturiag  project  should  tend  to  raise  the 
price  of  breadstuis,  yet  it  will  do  so  by  lessening 
the  quantity  produced,  and  in  this  way,  will  ope- 
rate as  a  serious  curse  upon  the  poorer  classes  of 
society.  If  any  blessinsfs  attend  the  system,  Eng- 
land must  be  in  the  fuU  enjoyment  of  them,  be- 
cause she  has  carried  it  to  the  greatest  extent. 
The  Speaker,  to  be  sure,  had  told  us  that,  during 
his  visit  to  that  country,  he  had  remarked  that  no 
peojple  were  more  comfortably  provided  for  or  appar- 
ently more  happy  than  the  laboring  part  of  the  pop- 
ulation of  Great  Britain.  While  disposed  to  give 
entire  credit  to  what  the  Speaker  has  said,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  doubt  wnether  his  personal 
observations  into  this  matter  were  so  full  or  ex- 
tensive as  he  could  have  made  under  different  cir- 
cumstances. He  associated  with  kings  rather 
than  beggars,  and  of  course  bis  opportunity  for 
observing  the  condition  of  the  entire  laboring  class 
in  England  was  not  so  favorable  as  it  might  have 
been.  Other  persons  have  said  that  the  manufac- 
turers of  Great  Britain  were  obliged  to  labor  from 
fourteen  to  seventeen  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four; 
and  to  live  on  a  vegetable  9iet  in  order  to  earn  a 
miserable  pittance  of  wages  ?  Is  this  the  way  in 
which  you  propose  also  to  bless  our  people  ?  Is 
this  the  way  in  which  you  propose  to  raise  the 
price  of  breadstuffs  ?  It  it  is,  you  will  do  it  with  a 
Tengeance,  indeed ;  for  when  the  system  gets  fully 
into  operation,  you  will  have  raised  the  price  so 
high  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  poor 
man  to  eat  bread.  You  will,  in  this  manner,  take 
from  him  the  half  loaf  which  he  might  otherwise 
obtain.  Now,  what  is  the  duty  of  every  wise  and 
beneficent  government  1  It  is,  to  take  care  of  the 
poor,  rather  than  the  rich  ;  because,  say  the  moral 
and  political  writers,  the  rich  can  take  care  of 
themselves.  In  England,  while  the  poor  manu- 
facturer was  obliged  to  work  from  fourteen  to  sev- 
enteen hours  out  of  the  twenty-four,  and  to  live 
on  a  vegetable  diet,  the  wealthy  owner  of  the  es- 
tablishment, no  doubt,  "  fared  sumptuously  everv 
day,  and  was  clothed  in  Dorple  and  fine  linen.'' 
But,  was  this  right  1  Is  this  the  condition  into 
which  gentlemen  would  lead  our  people  ?  Is  this 
the  end  to  which  we  must  finally  come  ?  If  not, 
let  us  ponder  well  the  course  we  are  about  to  take. 
Let  us  deliberate  maturely  before  we  commence  a 
system  which  may  possibly  tend  to  the  results 
which  have  been  indicated. 

There  were  other  objections  to  this  system, 
which  might  be  denominated  of  a  political  nature, 
but  which  weighed,  said  Mr.  W.,  on  his  mind  as 
forcibly  as  any  that  have  been  mentioned.  To  me, 
it  seems  impossible,  that  a  Government  like  ours 
can  exist  in  any  country  not  essentially  agricultural. 
An  author,  who  writes  one  of  the  best  histories 
of  the  American  Revolution  I  have  ever  read, 
ascribes  the  origin  and  establishment  of  our  Gov- 
ernment to  the  ptcuLiar  fdicUy  of  our  sitwUion,  He 
says,  that  every  man  in  America  was  a  landholder ; 
that,  while  blessed  with  health  and  strength,  with 
ffenial  showers  and  a  warm  sun,  he  could  sustain 
himself  in  comfort  and  independence;  he  could 
live  by  his  own  exertions ;  he  could  subsist  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow :  that  he  was,  therefore,  equal 


with,  and  independent  of,  all  others.  This  remirk 
was  correct  and  philosophical.  In  the  application 
of  it,  we  may  assert,  without  hazard,  that  what 
led  to  the  establishment  of  the  GovernmeDt,  is 
equally  necessary  to  its  continuance.  Could  tbe 
poor  starved  manufacturer  oi  England  feel  that 
lofty  independent  spirit  in  respect  to  his  employer, 
which  every  man  m  this  country  can  feel,  in  re- 
spect to  all  the  rest  of  his  feliow-citizens  ?  No ; 
he  could  not.  Any  measure,  therefore,  of  our 
Government,  which  tends  to  derange  those  cir- 
cumstances, or  to  impair  that  peculiar  felicity  o( 
situation  which  led  to  its  establishment,  must  so 
far  jeopardize  its  continuance.  A  coDceniratioo 
of  landed  property,  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  most 
endanger  the  existence  of  the  Government,  because, 
according  to  the  principle  assumed,  a  diffusioo  of 
that  property  was  the  circumstance  which  first  led 
to  its  establishment.  I  will  not  say,  sir,  that  aay 
one  circumstance,  or  that  any  particular  combi- 
nation of  circumstances,  exclusively,  couduoed 
to  the  establishment  of  the  Grovernment:  but  1 
will  say,  that  the  circumstance  alluded  to  by  the 
historian,  of  the  landed  property  in  this  country 
being  ^nerally  diffused  among  the  people,  was 
one  which  prominently  tended  to  that  result.  Had 
not  this  been  our  condition,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  institute  a  Government  like  ours, 
founded  upon  the  broad  banis  of  equal  rights.  In- 
asmuch, therefore,  as  the  manufacturing  project 
tends  to  disturb  that  diffusion  of  property,  and 
consequently  to  impair  that  principle  of  independ- 
ence and  equality  natural  to  our  people  in  (iieir 
present  condition,  I,  for  one,  should  be  disposed  to 
give  it  a  decided  negative. 

Not  only  so,  but  the  project  would  have  ano- 
ther effect  nighly  pernicious.  It  will  tend  to  de- 
stroy the  heauth  and  strength  of  those  engaged  in 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  impair  ibt 
physical  capacity  of  the  people  for  the  great  oh 
jects  of  self-defence.  The  gentlemaD  from  Vir 
ginia  had  limited  his  remarks,  when  he  came  ti 
speak  on  this  point,  and  it  is  not  my  purpose  t( 
transgress  the  rtile  which  he  prescribed  to  him 
self,  further  Chan  to  notice  a  remark  made  by  th( 
gentleman  from  New  York,  who  stated  it  wai 
necessary  to  adopt  this  bill,  to  correct  and  restrail 
that  spirit  which  seemed  ta  be  growing  up  in  tb| 
country.  He  admitted,  with  the  gentleman,  tha 
a  military  spirit  was  dangerous  in  its  consequeo 
ces,  and  onght  to  be  restrained.  But  the  plan  c 
the  gentleman  would  have  an  effect  the  rerersefl 
that  which  he  desires.  No  one  can  doubt  that,fl 
all  pursuits,  agriculture  is  the  most  congenial  i 
the  nature  of  man,  and  best  adapted  to  preser^ 
his  health  and  happiness.  It  also  predisposes  bill 
to  peace :  but,  if  war  becomes  necessary,  it  qo* 
ifies  him  to  prosecute  it  with  vigor  and  effect-  1 
sir,  you  want  a  people  "  swifter  than  eagles  an 
stronger  than  lions,"  will  you  go  to  the  fields  { 
the  agpriculturist  or  the  shops  of  the  manufacture^ 
Certainly  they  must  be  looked  for  in  tbe  forfflci 
rather  than  in  the  latter,  situation.  He  would  aj 
be  understood  as  applying  these  remarks  to  o| 
present  condition.  We  are  not  yet  sufficient 
advanced  in  the  business  to  have  become  thesuJ 
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jectof  allthe  pernicious  consequences  flowiDg  from 
the  system,    cut,  if  the  effects  are  pernicious  at 
aa^  lime,  we  should  not  now  begin  a  work  which 
we  may  hereafter  wish  we  had  never  commenced. 
That  evils  of  the  kind  he  had  noticed  would  en- 
sue, the  history  of  England,  indeed  of  ail  other 
manufactariog  countries,  would  most  amply  prove. 
Great  diversitr  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  effects 
this  measure  will  have  upon  the  revenue.    Any 
opioioQ  OD  this  subject  must  be  in  a  considerable 
degree  conjectural.     Some  gentlemen  think  the 
smallest  increase  of  duties  will  impair  the  reve- 
nue, while  others  say  an  addition  of  thirty  or  forty 
per  cent,  will  not  prove  injurious.    Experience 
alone  can  determine  the  point,  and  of  experience 
we  have  not  as  yet  the  benefit  or  advantage.  But 
if  this  bill  affords  to  the  manufacturers  tne  relief 
which  they  expect,  it  is  evident  it  must  do  so  by 
lessening  the  amount  of  imported  ^oods.    If  the 
amoant  of  imports  be  lessened,  it  u  fair  to  pre- 
sume the  revenue  will  be  diminished,  and  then  a 
resort  to  internal  taxes  becomes  necessary  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency.    At  this  time  it  is  the  peculiar 
ivirilege— the  great  boast  of  the  American  peo- 
ple—tnuat  they  are  not  directly  taxed;  that  the 
Goreroment  sustains  them,  like  the  air  in  which 
they  lire,  without  their  feeling  it.    No  one  ia  ob- 
liged to  pay  anv  part  of  the  revenue  which  Gov- 
ernment annually  receives,  or,  if  he  chooses  to  do 
it,  he  himself  assesses  the  amount  of  his  contri- 
bution.  Id  all  this,  he  acts  spontaneously — he  is 
under  no  restraint  or  coercion  whatever.    But  he 
would  not  be  equally  free  if  a  direct  tax  should 
be  imposed  upon  him.    Under  this  svstem,  whe- 
ther he  was  willing  or  not,  he  would  be  obliged 
to  pay.    If  the  seasons  had  been  adverse ;  if  his 
crops  had  failed ;  if  all  his  means  of  contribution 
toGorernment  had  been  entirely  cot  of!l — still  he 
woold  be  obii^  to  pay ;  and  (if  he  dia  not  do  it 
volontarily)  his  oroperty  woiild  be  sacrificed  at  a 
sheriff  or  marshal's  sale.    T  he  coercion  or  restraint 
ia  the  one  case,  and  the  perfect  freedom  in  the 
other,  ought,  Mr.  W.  apprehended,  to  leave  no 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen  as  to  the  course 
vhich  should  be  taken.    No  measure  should  be 
*lopted  which  can  possibly  ioterfere  with  our 
present  system  of  revenue.    The  debts  of  the  na- 
tion most  be  paid,  and  our  pesent  system  affords 
ns  the  means  of  doing  it  with  ease  and  conveni- 
ence to  the  people;  whereas,  if  we  destroy  it,  the 
people  will  be  subjected  to  taxes  alike  vexatious 
^^^^and  perplexing  to  the  Gk>vernment. 
k  ])      ^^'^^^  effect  which  the  passage  of  the 
bul  woald  have  upon  the  Navy  should  be  noticed, 
f  he  geatleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  urged  that 
It  would  have  no  effect ;  and,  in  proof  of  it,  had 
^led  our  attention  to  one  of  the  ports  in  Rhode 
Isknd,  the  tonnage  of  which  had  not  been  dimin- 
^ed  by  the  increase  of  manufactures  in  that  vi- 
ctDity.    But,  admitting;  the  fact  to  be  as  stated  by 
^  gentleman,  he  (t£t,  W.)  contended  it  would 
^ot  arail  him  in  the  argument,  because  mere  ex- 
i^iions  prove  nothing.    All  must  agred  that  man- 
Qactures  are  of  less  bulk  than  raw  materials; 
^  if  oar  vessels  are  hereafter  to  be  employed  in 
^  transportation  of  the  former,  it  follows  most 


conclusively  that  fewer  ships  will  be  wanted  for 
that  purpose,  than  if  they  were  engaged  in  convey- 
ing the  raw  materials.  In  this  view  of  the  case, 
then,  without  adverting  to  any  injury  which  is 
done  to  the  revenue,  it  must  be  conceded  that  the 
navigation  will  be  diminished;  and.  of  course, 
the  naval  strength  of  the  country  will  be  propor- 
tionabiy  weakened.  Now,  I  ask  if  we  should,  on 
any  consideration,  agree  to  this?.  The  Navy  has 
been  emphatically  termed  the  strong  arm  of  the 
nation.  The  late  war  had  proved  its  efficacy. 
You,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  every  other  man  in  the 
nation,  will  long  remember  the  feelings  inspired 
by  our  triumphs  upon  the  sea.  You  will  not 
forget  that  the  melancholy  news  of  the  surren- 
der of  Hull  was  more  than  counterbalanced. by  the 
glad  tidings  of  the  victory  of  another  Hull.  Shall 
all  the  honor  we  have  acquired,  and  all  the  bril- 
liant prosperity  before  us,  be  sacrificed  to  an  un- 
reasonable thirst  for  gain  in  a  few  citia;ens  ?  I  hope 
not.  On  the  contrary,  let  the  commerce  of  the  coonr 
try  pursue  its  accustomed  channeb ;  let  each  one 
depend  on  his  own  exertions ;  let  him  be  industri- 
ous, and  content  with  ordinary  profits  in  his  busi- 
ness; let  him  not  ask  others  to  tax  themselves 
exclusively  for  his  benefit. 

The  project  for  establishing  manufactures  is 
premature.  Our  country  is  too  new  to  commence 
and  prosecute  such  business  with  advantage.  In 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  where  protection 
is  most  loudly  called  for,  the  people  might  be  more 
profitably  employed  in  other  pursuits.  The  pro- 
tection now  afforded  to  them  amounts  to  an  aver- 
age of  40  per  cent.,  and  yet  they  call  for  more. 
Does  not  this  prove  that  labor,  in  any  other  busi- 
ness, would  be  at  least  40  per  cent,  more  valu- 
able to  them  than  if  employed  in  manufacturing 
establishments?  Every  business  should  be  free; 
coercion  and  restraint  upon  one,  with  the  view  to 
afford  legal  aid  or  encouragement  to  another  gives 
to  society  an  unnatural  and  artificial  state  of  exist- 
ence which  necessarily  tends  to  the  inj ury  of  all.  If 
we  esteem  the  freedom  of  our  institutions;  if  we  val- 
ue the  eqiiality  of  our  people^  we  should  not  adopt 
a  policy  calculated  to  impair  the  one,  or  disturb 
the  other.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  W.  remarked,  that 
he  should  not  go  into  the  details  of  thevbill.  That 
part  of  the  subject  had  been  so  fully  discussed  as 
to  supersede  the  necessity  of  consuming  any  more 
time  in  relation  to  it.  He  should,  therefore,  con- 
clude, by  again  expressing  a  hope  that  this  mea- 
sure, so  replete,  as  he  believed,  with  fatal  conse- 
quences, would  not  be  adopted. 

When  Mr.  W.  concluded — 

Mr.  Strono  rose  and  said,  that,  at  this  protracted 
period  of  the  debate,  and  after  the  Committee  had 
so  long  and  so  patiently  listened  to  the  eloquence, 
ar^ument^  and  wit,  which  the  various  and  inter- 
esting topics  connected  with  the  bill  under  consid- 
eration had  called  forth,  he  could  not  claim  much 
of  their  attention  to  the  humble  efforts  which  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  make.  He,  however  hoped  to 
be  gratified  with  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  Com- 
mittee, while  he  submitted  to  their  better  judgment 
some  of  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  ad- 
vocate the  principles  and  policy  of  the  bilL 
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As  this  occasion,  said  Mr.  S.,  has  been  taken  by 
those  who  have  immediateiv  preceded  me,  to  dis- 
cuss the  merits  of  the  bill,  the  Committee,  I  trnst, 
will  pardon  me,  if  I  pursue  the  same  course.  But, 
in  doing  so,  I  shall  purposely  avoid  touching  upon 
any  matters  which  nave  been  discussed  during  the 
progress  of  this  debate. 

Our  condition!  Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  nation,  is 
peculiar.  We  aepend  almost  wholly  upon  the 
production  of  raw  materials,  and  upon  the  sale 
or  exchange  of  these  raw  materials,  m  a  foreign 
market,  for  our  commercial  prosperity.  There  is 
well  grounded  fear  that  the  foreign  market  for 
these  articles  will  fail  us.  Suppose  it  should  fail, 
what  is  the  alternative  ?  Is  it  not  either  the  aban- 
donment of  foreign  commerce,  in  American  ships, 
or  the  establishment  of  American  manufactures? 
If  we  intend  that  this  commerce  shall  go  on,  must 
we  not  provide  the  means  of  carrying  it  on  ?  And 
what  are  these  means  ?  Articles  adapted  to  the 
markets  in  which  they  are  to  be  offered  for  sale. 
The  raw  material  must  change  its  form,  as  the 
wants  of  the  purchaser  change.  This  can  onlv  be 
done  by  the  interposition  oi  manufacturing  skill. 
Now,  as  the  earliest  efforts  of  art  and  skill  are 
rude,  and  as  manufactures  do  not  spring  into  per^ 
fection  spontaneously,  they  need,  and  must  receive, 
the  fostering  care  of  the  Government. 

Many  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  are  op- 
posed to  this  measure,  profess  (and  I  am  bound  to 
believe  them  sincere,)  to  be  friendly  to  the  manu- 
facturing interest,  while  their  arguments  prove,  if 
they  prove  any  thing,  that  commerce  ought  to  be 
unrestrained,  and  left  free  as  the  air  we  breathe. 
Now,  as  the  protection  sought  can  be  attained 
only  by  imposing  terms  upon  the  admission  of 
the  foreign  fabric,  how  is  the  free  admission  of  the 
foreign  to  protect  the  American  fabric?  Thus, 
their  professions  and  arguments  seem  to  contradict 
each  other.  While  the  former  would  relieve,  the 
latter  go  to  ruin  the  American  manufacturer. 

But  it  has  been  urged  upon  the  Committee,  and 
with  no  small  degree  of  force,  that,  if  this  measure 
be  adopted,  agriculture,  commerce,  and  naviga- 
tion, will  be  injured,  and,  peradventure,  ruined. 
Indeed  !  Why,  sir,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  testi- 
mony delivered  within  this  Hall,  all  these  great 
interests  are  now  on  the  verge  of  ruin.  They  are, 
in  truth,  grievously  depressed,  but  not  yet  on  the 
brink  of  the  precipice ;  though,  in  all  human  pro- 
bability, they  will  be  there  soon,  if  not  relieved ; 
and,  it  once  there,  it  may  be  too  late  to  relieve 
them.  This  subject  is  peculiarly  interesting  to 
me.  The  great  national  interests  of  agriculture, 
commerce,  and  manufactures,  have  taken  deep 
root  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Her  interests, 
therefore,  are  emphatically  and  necessarily  na- 
tional interests.  They  are  identified  with  her 
prosperity.  The  inte^ity  of  the  States  is  not 
more  closely  bound  up  in  the  Federal  sovereignty, 
than  these  interests  are  intimately  interwoven  with 
the  vitality  of  her  existence.  Thus,  I  would  not, 
indeed  I  could  not,  knowingly,  advocate  any  mea- 
sure which  would  injure  or  impair  them. 

What,  sir,  does  the  bill  propose?  What  are  its 
great  objects?    To  provide  revenues-encourage 


domestic  manufactures,  and  furnish  the  means  of    : 
national  defence.    These  are  the  objects,  and  I 
suppose  no  one  denies  their  importance.    We  differ 
only  in  the  mode  of  attaining  them.    Industry  is    , 
the  source  of  national  greatness.    Yes,  sir,  honest, 
productive  industry,  is  the  fountain  whence  are 
drawn  the  strength,  wealth,  and  power  of  a  na-    ! 
tion.    Should  the  bill  become  a  law,  will  it,  in  its    . 
operation,  diminish  the  aggregate  amount  of  the    ; 
national  industry?    Far  from  it.    Its  policy  is. 
and,  if  am  not  utterly  deceived,  its  operation  will    ' 
be,  by  protecting  manufacturing  skill,  and  creating 
a  steady  home  market,  to  eive  continued  and  pro- 
ductive employment  to  the  greatest  number  of 
hands,  and  thereby  to  render  us  independent  of 
foreigners  for  many  of  the  commonest  necessaries 
of  li^,  and  the  essential  means  of  defence. 

A  great  variety  of  objections  have  been  urged 
against  this  bill.  Were  I  capable  of  answering,  I 
should  not  attempt  to  answer  jhem  all.  The 
Committee,  I  hope,  will  indulge  me  while  I  briefly  ' 
notice  some  of  them.  The  assertion  has  been 
made,  repeatedly,  that  it  will  directly  prohibit  the 
importation  of  many  foreign  articles,  which  are 
now  brought  into  the  country  in  considerable 
quantities.  And  not  a  few  of  the  arguments 
against  it  have  been  built  upon  this  assertion.  It 
is  easier  to  assert  than  to  prove  what  is  asserted. 
I  call  upon  gentlemen  for  the  proof.  I  ask  them 
to  point  out  the  article,  the  proposed  duty  upon 
which  amounts,  of  itself,  to  a  prohibition*  Ko, 
sir,  there  is  no  prohibition  in  terms — it  is  in  ten- 
dency only ;  and  no  article  of  foreign  manufac- 
ture will  be  excluded  until  its  place  shall  be  sup- 
plied at  a  better  and  cheaper  rate  by  the  domestic 
manufacture. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour,) whose  argument  was  marked  with  tem- 
perance and  ability,  told  the  Committee  that,  from 
the  force  of  circumstances  and  the  nature  of 
things,  the  Northern  States  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tage of  a  large  capital,  dense  population,  and  free 
labor;  while  the  soutnern  States  experienced  the 
disadvantage  of  a  deficient  capital,  sparse  popula- 
tion, and  slave  labor ;  and  that,  consequently,  the 
operation  of  the  bill  would  be  unequal,  unjust,  and 
burdensome.    If  this  objection  be  good,  then  it  is 
conclusive  against  any  tariff,  and  all  legislation 
upon  this  subject  roust,  of  necesMty,  be  irrong. 
But,  is  it  so  ?    Has  it  come  to  this  7    I>oes  the 
free  labor  of  the  nation  call  for  relief;  and  is  no 
relief  to  be  granted  because  God  and  nature,  or  the 
industry  of  man,  ma^  have  made  a  difference  in 
the  moral  and  physical  condition  of  the  several 
parts  of  the  Union  ?    Is  one  portion  of  our  com^ 
mon  country  oppressed,  and  shall  not  the  othei 
bear  its  share  of  the  common  burden?      IVhat 
interests  are  to  be  consulted  but  those   of  ihi 
Union  ?    There  doubtless  is  inequality  in  the  con< 
dition  of  the  States.    It  is  found  in  the  difieren 
kinds  and  quantity  of  their  agricultural  products 
and  in  the  diversified  habits  and  pursuits  of  thei 
citizens.   *And  of  all  the  subjects  which   requiii 
the  interference  of  the  National  Legislature,  pe^ 
haps  no  one  than  this  demands  a  larger  comprd 
mise  of  feelings^  opinions,  and  interests.      Ootto^ 
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sDgar,  rice,  and  tobacco,  the  great  staples  of  the 
Southern  States,  are  not,  and  the  three  first  cao- 
Bot  be  produced  in  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States.   Iq  the  latter  are  many  prodactions  of 
pt'me  necessity,  the  rewards  of  laoor  and  skill, 
which  are  not  produced  in  the  former.    Now,  it 
is  hardlf  to  be  expected  that  any  tariff  can  be  so 
nicely  adjusted  as  to  operate  equally  upon  all  the 
€ooflictiog  interests,  in  every  climate,  throughout 
this  Tast  Confederacy.    The  duty  of  ten  cents  a 
poQod  00  manufactured  tobacco,  amounts  nearly 
to  a  total  exclusion  of  the  fine  tobacco  of  the 
West  kdies  and  Mexico  from  the  Northern  mar- 
iets.   The  duty  of  three  cents  a  pound  on  brown 
sugar,  is  a  direct  bounty  to  the  Southern  planter ; 
both  because  the  article  meets  with  little  or  no 
competitioD,  and  because  its  production  does  not, 
and  probably  nerer  can,  supply  the  domestic  con^ 
samptioo.    The  duty  aliao  of  three  cents  a  pound 
on  raw  cotton  most  be  taken  as  a  protecting,  if 
flot  a  prohibitory  duty.    What  other  reason  can 
be  gi?eD  for  laying  or  continuing  it  in  the  existing 
law?   But  this  is  not  all.    The  proposed  dutv 
on  cotton  and  woollen  goods  will  affect  the  North 
more  than  the  South,  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
mrket  price  of  these  goods  will  be  enhanced  in 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  duty.    The  negro 
clothing,  for  example,  required  for  the  annual 
consumption  of  the  slaves  of  the  South  and  West, 
bears  a  small  proportion  to  the  amount  of  woollen 
pods,  which  will  be  annually  consumed  by  the 
hardf  freemen  of  the  North  and  East.    The  peo- 
ple of  the  Northero  and  Eastern  States,  in  pro* 
portion  to  their  numbers,  contribute  much  more 
largely  to  the  public  Treasury  than  those  of  the 
South,  because  they  consume  a  much  greater 
Talue  of  dutiable  articles.    The  reason  of  this  is 
to  be  found  in  the  difference  of  climate  and  habits. 
Bat  the  small  addition  of  price,  which  the  aus- 
mented  duty  may  be  supposed  to  give,  will  be 
temporary.    It  cannot  be  permanent.    Comoeti- 
tion  aod  supply  will  soon  reduce  the  price  oi  the 
domestic  manufactured  article  below  the  present 
price  of  the  foreign  articles.    The  existing  low 
priees  of  our  domestic  cotton  fabrics  will  afibrd 
coDclusire  evidence  of  this  result. 

The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Barboub)  fur- 
ther insisted  that  the  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  duties,  and  imports,  was  granted  with  a 
MleTiew  to  rerenae;  and  that  any  application  of 
the  power  to  protect  domestic  industry,  at  the  ex- 
P^se  of  the  rerenue,  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.  Sir,  the  power  of  Con- 
gress ^to  regulate  commerce  witn  foreign  na- 
tions,'^ is  absolute.  Did  the  proposed  exercise 
of  ZQj  power  which  Congress  may  possess,  go  to 
^07  the  subject-matter,  that  is,  the  particular 
uod  of  article,  upon  which  the  taxing  power  is 
^  operate,  the  objection  would  be  vahd.  This, 
bowever,  can  seldom  or  never  be  the  case.  It  can 
happen  only  when  the  importation  of  the  foreign 
tnicle  is  prohibited,  and  the  domestic  production 
•^  a  similar  article  forbidden.  But  if  the  power 
c»t' laying  duties,  to  which  the  gentleman  referred, 
respects  revenue  alone,  whence  the  discrimination 
^  the  existing  tariff  1    Why  is  the  duty  on  manu- 


factured tobacco,  for  example,  so  high  as  almost 
entirely  to  exclude  the  foreign  product  ?  Where- 
fore are  other  articles,  the  productions  of  foreign 
countries,  as  dye-woods,  tor  instance,  admitted 
dutyfree  9  If  it  be  not  for  the  purpose  of  encour- 
aging manufactures  and  protecting  the  national 
industry,  what  is  it  for?  Why  has  the  revenue, 
which  might  have  been  derived  from  a  duty  on 
these  articles,  been  sacrificed  ?  But,  sir,  should 
the  good  people  of  the  United  States  resort  to 
direct  taxation,  as  the  only  means  of  raising  a 
revenue  for  the  support  of  the  Gk)vernment,  what 
then  1  Are  our  ports  to  be  opened,  and  our  cus- 
tom-houses shut?  Are  foreign  productions,  of 
every  kind,  whether  raw  or  manufactured,  to  be 
admitted  duty  free  ?  Sir,  foreigners  are  wont  to 
look  to  their  own  interest  more  than  to  ours.  Sup- 
pose they  should  conspire  to  keep  our  markets 
glutted  with  tobacco  or  breadstoffs.  for  the  purpose 
of  breaking  down  the  growers  of  these  articles :  is 
there  no  power  in  this  Government  to  secure  to 
the  planter  or  farmer  the  only  occupation  upoti 
which  his  subsistence  depends  ?  This  power  pri- 
marily regards  the  industry,  interest,  and  safety  of 
the  people.  As  it  respects  foreign  fabrics,  the 
question  is  one  of  admission  only ;  it  is,  whether 
they  shall  be  admitted  upon  any,  and  upon  what, 
terms  ?  These  terms  are  indicated  in  every  exer- 
cise of  power.  It  is.  perhaps,  the  only  one  which, 
while  it  permits  traae  and  intercourse,  stands  as  a 
barrier  between  American  industry,  and  the  action, 
arts,  and  arms,  of  its  enemies. 

Another  objection  to  the  bill  is,  that  it  will  di- 
minish the  revenue.  This  has  been  pressed  upon 
the  Committee  with  great  earnestness.  It  may, 
but  I  think  it  will  not,  have  this  effect.  It  is  dif- 
ficult, indeed  impossible,  to  ascertain  what  its  pre- 
cise effect  will  be  upon  the  revenue.  There  are, 
however,  some  considerations  which  go  to  war- 
rant the  belief  that  the  revenue  derived  from  im- 
posts will  not  be  diminished.  The  annual 
increase  of  our  population  is  nearly  half  a  mil- 
lion. There  is  an  augmented  consumption 
of  articles  of  mere  luxury.  They  are  the  trib- 
ute which  the  rich  ana  proud  pay  to  pomp 
and  fashion.  These  are  the  delicate  and  costly 
fabrics  of  wool,  cotton,  flax,  and  silk.  Of  these, 
we  manufacture  comparatively  none,  and  probably 
shall  not  for  a  long  time  to  come.  But,  of  the 
coarse  woollen,  cotton,  and  linen  goods,  which 
compose  so  great  a  part  of  the  common  necessa- 
ries of  life,  we  do  manufacture  a  large  amount. 
The  difference  between  the  gross  value  of  the  finer 
and  coarser  sorts  of  foreign  fabrics,  which  are  im- 
ported and  consumed  by  us,  is  considerable;  and 
that  difference  is  in  favor  of  the  finer  and  most 
expensiye  manufactures.  The  consumption  of 
the  coarse  foreign  article  mdually  diminishes, 
and  will  continue  to  diminish,  as  the  domestic  ar- 
ticle supplies  its  place.  Not  so  of  the  articles 
which  we  do  not  manufacture.  It  is,  therefore, 
not  unfair  to  presume  that  the  consumption  of 
luxuries  of  foreign  production  will  increase  with 
our  increasing  population  and  wealth ;  and  that 
the  augmented  duties  upon  the  luxuries  of  life  will, 
at  leant,  make  up  the  loss  which  the  revenue  may 
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sustain  from  the  diminished  importation  of  the 
common  necessaries  of  life.  These  observations 
are  made  chiefly  in  reference  to  articles  of  dress. 
The  same  coarse  of  reasoning,  however,  may  be 
applied,  and  with  greater  force,  to  the  articles 
of  tea,  coffee,  and  spices,  which  our  countrv  does 
not  produce,  as  well  as  to  those  of  sugar,  molasses, 
and  spirits  trom  the  cane«-4he  domestic  produc- 
tion of  which  forms,  and  from  the  nature  of  our 
climate  must  always  form,  an  inconsiderable  part 
of  the  annual  domestic  demand. 

Having  mentioned  the  subject  of  molasses,  per- 
mit me,  sir,  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to 
the  proposed  increase  of  duty  upon  it,  from  five  (o 
ten  cents  per  ^Uon.  I  am  against  this  increase. 
I  think  the  existing  duty  high  enough.  A  large 
class  of  our  citizens,  who  are  frugal  and  industri- 
ous, but  comparatively  poor,  are  compelled  to  use 
it  instead  of  sugar.  They  can  buy  this,  because 
it  costs  less,  and  is  more  nutritious  than  sugar. 
It  composes  with  them  a  portion  of  the  common 
sustenance  of  life.  Why,  then,  impose  a  much 
higher  duty  on  this,  than  on  any  other  article 
which  makes  up  a  part  of  our  daily  subsistence  ? 
Why  strike  this  blow,  though  never  so  slight,  at 
the  navigation  of  the  country,  by  suddenly  dimin- 
ishing, perhaps  excluding,  the  importation  of  a 
bulky  article,  an  article  of  food — and  an  article 
of  which  the  domestic  supply  does  not,  and  never 
can,  equal  the  demand  ?  But  what  is  our  obvious 
policy  with  respect  to  the  West  India  trade  1  Is 
It  not.to  facilitate,  cherish,  and  protect  it  ?  Our 
products  sent  to  the  West  Indies  are  mostly  such 
as  no  other  people  will  take  of  us  at  any  price. 
Their  products  are  such  as  we  want — most  of 
them  such  as  we  must  have — and  some  of  them 
such  as  our  soil  and  climate  will  not  produce.  If 
I  am  right,  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  country 
will  be  promoted  by  encouraging,  not  by  destroy- 
ing, that  trade. 

If  then,  sir,  the  intrinsic  difficulties  of  forming 
a  tariff  are  not  insurmountable — and  if  neither  the 
letter  nor  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  will  be  vio- 
lated, nor  the  public  revenue  destroyed  in  the 
attempt,  we  may  inquire  into  the  condition  and 
wants  of  the  country,  and  ascertain  what  can  be 
done  to  better  the  one  and  relieve  the  other.  One 
truth  is  clear — if  our  liberties  are  worth  possessing, 
they  are  worth  defending.  But  how  are  we  to 
defend  them  1  Shall  it  ^  by  depending  upon  the 
industry  of  others,  or  upon  our  own  ?  Shall  we 
rest  the  prosperity  and  independence  of  the  nation 
upon  the  will  and  caprice  of  foreigners,  or  upon 
our  own  coinpetent  and  exbaustless  resources  1  I 
speak  not  of  men  or  morals.  The  resources  to 
which  I  allude  are  the  ffreat  staple  productions  of 
our  common  country.  They  are  breadstuffs,  wool, 
cotton,  flax,  hemp,  iron, — and  the  enterprise,  abil- 
ity, and  readiness  of  our  citizens  to  fashion  them 
for  use,  for  comfort,  for  defence.  Eneland  and 
France  have  the  advantage  of  us  in  skill.  But  it 
should  be  marked  and  remembered,  that  neither 
England,  nor  France,  nor  any  other  State  in  Eu- 
rope, produces  all  these  raw  materials.  And  the 
fact  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  of  these,  we  pro- 
duce ail-— while,  of  some  of  them,  they  buy  all. 


Is  it  then  longer  to  be  tolerated,  that  a  nation, 
like  ours,  standing  as  a  citadel,  encompassed  and 
watched  by  the  enemies  of  freedom,  should  go  to 
foreign  workshops  for  her  coats  and  blankets — for 
her  swords  and  bucklers?    No.    The  materials,     i 
of  which  they  are  made,  are  produced  at  bome—      i 
and  they  should  be  wrought  at  home.    Sir,  but 
for  the  manufactures  of  wool,  cotton,  hemp,  and 
iron,  our  domestic  comforts  would  be  gone,  and     ^ 
the  nation,  with  all  her  freedom,  could  not  -with-     i 
stand  the  shock  of  war  a  day,  an  hoar.     Protect 
the  industry  of  the  nation,  and  it,  in  tarn,  will     i 
famish  the  means  of  comfort  and  defence.  i 

The  distresses  of  the  country  have  been  well     i 
portrayed  by  others.    It  is  admitted,  on  all  hands,     i 
that  the  agricultural,  commercial,  and  manofac-     i 
turiog  interests,  are  in  a  depressed  condition — and     i 
that  they  all  want  relief.    One  word  in  r^ation 
to  the  character  of  these  interests,  which  thus  di-    i 
vide  the  labor,  and  occupy  the  time,  of  most  eivi-    i 
lized  nations.    The  agricultural  interest  (and  it  is    i 
the  mother  interest  of  this  country)  produces  the    i 
raw  material — the  manufacturing  ^ives  it  a  new    ; 
form  and  value,  and  the  commercial  distributes    i 
the  product  of  the  labors  of  both.    The  distribu-    i 
tion  and  price  of  the  commodity  depend  upon  ac«    i 
cidental  causes,  often  beyond  the  control  or  fore-    i 
sight  of  the  commercial  agent    And  these  causes 
are  to  be  found  in  the  ever  varying  wants  of  man.    I 
The  operations  of  commerce  result  in  the  exchange 
of  equivalents,  the  price  of  which  is  estimated  at 
the  place  of  exchange,  and  the  value  to  the  hold- 
ers  at  the  places  where  they  are  to  be  consumed,    \ 
or  re-exchanged.    But  this  consumption,  or  re-ex-    ; 
change,  depends  entirely  upon  the  wants  of  the 
consumer.    Hence,  no  man  will  exchange  one   i 
commodity  for  another,  when  he  has  an  adequate 
suppy  of  that  commodity.    If,  for  example,  he  has 
breadstuff  enough,  he  will  not  buy  or  taike  yo^rs ; 
and  so  of  every  otho*  article.    What  is  true  of  an 
individual,  in  this  respect,  is  true  of  nations.    One  , 
nation  cannot  sell  more  to  another  than  that  other 
will  buy.    A  prudent  nation  will  not  buy  more 
than  it  wants.    And  no  nation  will  buy  what  it 
does  not  want.    For  the  truth  of  these  remarks,  I 
appeal  to  the  intelligence  of  the  Committee,  and 
to  the  condition  and  commercial  experience  of  the 
country. 

Hitherto,  sir,  nearly  all  the  enterprise  and  in- 
dustry of  the  country  have  been  devoted  to  agri- 
culture and  commerce.    As  a  nation,  ^nre  have 
relied,  for  wealth  and  prosperity,  almost   exclu- 
sively upon  the  production  and  sale  of  ra^w  ma- 
terials— that  is,  upon  the  surplus  product  of  agri- 
cultural labor.    This  surplus,  as  well  as  the  means 
of  subsistence,  has  been  drawn,  with  some  trifling 
exceptions,  from  the  forest,  the  land,  and   the  ssea. 
As  the  farmer,  who  has  no  other  occupation,  de- 
pends absolutely  upon  the  production  of  grain .  or 
the  planter,  upon  the  production  of  cotton,  for 
comtort,  subsistence,  and  the  reward  of  labor ;  so 
has  the  nation  depended,  and  so  does  she  no^v-  de- 
pend, upon  the  sale  or  exchange,  in  foreign  mar- 
kets, 01  the  aggregate  surplus  products    of  her 
citizens.    When  these  raw  products  cease  to  be 
wanted,  or  taken  abroad,  foreign  trade  ceases.    It 


2125 


mSTOST  OF  GONGRBSS. 


212ft 


Apbu.,1824. 


7^  Jorif  BUI. 


H.  OP  R. 


nnst  tiien  cetse.  For,  if  we  rely  upon  the  prod- 
ae(5  of  tgriealtural  labor  with  which  to  boy  the 
foreign  fabric,  and  the  foreigner  wilt  not  take  of 
Qs  ihete  podncts,  we  cannot  bay — and  for  the 
pjaioest  or  all  reasons,  we  cannot  pay.  In  pro* 
portion  ax  ikb  aliment  of  foreign  commerce  fails, 
ear  oaTigation  engaged  in  tmt  commerce  fails 
with  it. 

Let  us  now  examine  into  the  former  and  pres- 
eat  condition  of  thaC  part  of  our  trade,  whioh  con- 
sists in  the  exportation  of  the  domestic  pjrodacts  of 
the  coantry.  I  shall  not  go  into  any  inquiry  in 
rdation  to  the  re-exportation  of  foreign  products ; 
because  it  ib  apparent  that  this  trade  may  be  car- 
ried on  to  a  considerable  extent  upon  credit,  and 
beeaose  the  inquiry,  in  any  point  of  view,  is  not 
material  to  the  argument. 

The  value  of  our  exports  of  domestic  produce, 
compared  with  our  population  in  1800,  averaged 
eight  dollars  and  a  motion  to  each  inhabitant ;  in 
1810,  six  dollars;  in  1^0,  five  dollars;  and  in 
1833,  about  four  dollars,  omittioff  the  fractions. 
Thus,  though  our  population  within  this  period 
has  doubled,  and  our  means  and  ability  of  pro- 
duetioa  more  than  doubled,  yet  the  value  of  our 
surplus  products  has  diminished.    Take  the  aver- 
age value  of  these  exports  for  the  three  years  end- 
ing on  the  30tfa  of  September,  1802,  1812,  and 
1SQ2,  respectively,  and  you  will  arrive  at  the  same 
result.   But  there  is  another  view  of  it  which,  it 
seems  to  me,  must  remove  all  doubt.    The  aggre- 
gate vaioe  of  these  exports  amounted,  in  1800,  to 
947,473,Jg04;  in  1820,  to  951,683,640;  in  1821,  to 
$43,671,894;  in    1822,  to  $49^874,079;  and  in 
1823,  to  947,1^,711.    Hence,  it  appears  that  the 
amouBt  of  exports  has  been  gradually  diminishing 
since  1820,  and  was  less  the  last  year  than  it  was 
m  1600  by  some  hundred  thousand  dollars.    The 
amount  of  raw  cotton  exported  in  1800  was  (5,- 
000,000,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained.    In  1823, 
it  amounted  to  $20,000,000.    In  the  last  year,  do- 
mestic manufactures,  of  all  kinds,  were  exported 
to  the  ralue  of  near  $3,000,000.    The  total  value, 
therefore,  of  every  description  of  raw  material, 
ezciusif  e  of  cotton,  wool,  and  articles  of  domestic 
oaaufaeture,  exported  in  1823,  was  about  $18,- 
000,000  less  than  in  1800 ;  and  this  diminution 
has  fallen  almost  exclusively  upon  the  Middle, 
Northern,  and  Eastern  States.    The  cotton,  rice, 
and  tobacco  of  the  South,  find  a  ready  market 
abroad,  while  the  products  of  the  North,  small  as 
their  bare  cootie  to  be,  often  find  none. 

As  the  tonnage  of  the  nation  is  intimately  con- 
nected with  this  view  of  ihe  case,  so  it  has  an  im- 
portant bearing  upon  it.  The  amoant  of  regis- 
tered tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  trade  ia 
ISiO,  was  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four  thousand 
two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  tons;  in  1822,  six 
hofldred  and  twenty-eight  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty  tons  only.  During  this  period  there  was 
DO  material  variation  in  ^e  small  amount  of  for- 
eign tonnage  employed.  Our  tonnage  employed 
in  the  coasting  trade  amounted,  in  1810,  to  tour 
Aundred  and  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty- 
six  tons ;  and,  in  1822,  to  five  hundred  and  seven- 
tf-three  thousand  and  «ghty  tons.    In  1810,  the 


total  tonnage  of  the  United  States  in  the  merchant 
service  was  one  million  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three 
tons ;  and,  in  1822,  one  million  three  hundred  and 
twenty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
tons.    The  result,  therefore,  is,  that,  since  1810, 
the  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign  trade  has 
diminished  about  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  thous- 
and tons,  while  the  tonnage  employed  in  the  coast- 
ing trade  and  fisheries  has  increased  about  two 
hundred  and  thirtv-one  thousand  tons,  and  the 
total  tonnage  has  decreased  something  more  than 
one  hundred  thousand  tons.    Since  1818,  how- 
ever, the  registered  tonnage  has  increased,  about 
twenty  thousand  tons.    Now,  the  argument  to  be* 
drawn  from  the  actual  condition  of  our  foreign 
trade  and  tonnage  is  this,  that  the  quantity  of  raw 
materials  exported  during  the  last  year  was  much 
less  than  in  1810;  and  that  the  value  of  these  exports 
has  been  gradually  and  annually  diminishing,  not- 
withstanding the  quantity  of  agricultural  produce 
sent  abroad  during  the  past  year  or  two  has  some- 
what increased,  owing  to  the  increased  production 
of  raw  cotton.    What  is  the  cause  of  this  general 
and  fearful  depression  of  our  agriculture  and  com- 
merce?   Is  it  temporary  or  permanent?    The 
cause  probably  had  its  origin  in  our  embargo  and 
non-intercourse   acts.     Europe,  from   necessity, 
learned  a  lesson  which  she  has  not  vet  forgotten. 
Countries  which  used  to  look  to  us  for  breadstufi*. 
provisions,  and  munitions  of  war,  were  compellea 
to  produce  them  for  themselves,  or  procure  them 
from  others.     Most  of  them  now  do  produce 
enough  for  their  own  subsistence.    Their  policy 
in  this  respect  is  as  settled  and  permanent  as  ours. 
They  depend  no  more  upon  us  for  what  they  have 
thus  learned  to  produce  for  themselves,  than  we 
do  upon  them  for  our  corn,  or  cotton,  or  rice,  or 
tobacco.    Now,  as  it  is  the  surplus  product  of 
labor  only  which  can  sustain  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  any  nation ;  and  as  the  foreign  mar- 
ket for  the  products  of  our  labor,  consisting  almost 
exclusively  of  raw  materials,  is  failing,  and  from 
causes  beyond  our  control,  how  can  our  commerce 
and  naviffation  be  much  longer  sustained  without 
the  combined  efibrts  of  agricultural  kbor  and 
manufacturing  skill  ?    Sir,  it  is  in  vain  to  under- 
take to  fashion  the  purchaser  to  suit  the  article ; 
the  article  must  be  fashioned  to  suit  the  wants 
and  taste  of  the  purchaser. 

If  these  things  be  so,  what  then,  sir,  ought  we, 
as  a  prudent  nation,  to  do  1  Encourage  and  pro- 
tect manufactures.  To  prosecute  them  success- 
fully requires  skill,  capital,  the  raw  material,  ma- 
chinery, and  labor.  Of  these,  except  the  first,  it 
seems  to  have  been  generally  admitted  that  we 
have  enough.  But,  it  is  said,  we  are  deficient  in 
skill.  There  is  truth  in  the  assertion.  We  have 
already  much  skill,  but  we  want  more,  and  must 
have  It.  What  is  this  skill?  Is  it  valueless? 
No,  sir ;  it  has  positive  value.  I  do  not  mean,  as 
some  seem  to  suppose,  that  this  value  is  the  differ- 
ence between  tbe  cost  of  the  ore  of  which  that 
chandelier  is  made,  and  the  price  of  the  splendid 
production.  It  is  the  abstract  value  of  which  I 
speak.    It  is  that  rare  operation  of  the  head  and 
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haod  which,  o&ly,  can  impress  apon  rode  matter 
a  pecaliar  form  and  beauty.  Now,  be  this  value 
wnat  it  may,  much  or  little,  it  is  national  pro- 
perty. And  the  nation  that  has  it  is  just  so  much 
richer  than  the  nation  that  has  it  not.  My  friend 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Webster,)  has  attempt- 
ed (and  he  rarely  fails  in  what  he  attempts)  to 
prove  that  the  foreign  fabric  is  as  much  the  pro- 
duct of  our  industry  as  if  fabricated  here.  I 
agree  with  him  that  commerce  is  the  exchange  of 
equivalents;  but  I  cannot  assent  to  the  conclusion 
to  which  the  proposition  would  seem  to  lead,  that 
while,  by  any  means,  we  can  pay  for  the  foreign 
fiibric,  we  are  as  well  off  as  though  we  fabricated 
it  for  ourselves.  This  is  not  a  mere  question  of 
money — a  ledger  account  of  profit  and  loss.  It  is 
a  question  of  national  prosperity  and  power. 
What  is  the  distinguishing  difference  between 
civilized  and  savage  life?  Numbers  and  wealth 
can  never  compensate  the  want  of  skill,  or  arts, 
or  arms.  The  nation  destitute  of  these  can  re- 
ceive no  equivalent  We  are  not  destitute  of 
them.  But  to  the  extent  to  which  we  consume 
foreign  fabrics,  we  pay  to  the  foreigner  the  value 
of  his  skill  and  dexterity ;  which  value,  be  it  more 
or  less,  is  so  much  gain  to  him,  and  so  much  loss 
to  us.  If,  therefore,  the  time  has  come,  and  I 
think  it  has,  when  the  products  of  our  agricultu- 
ral labor  begin  to  be  limited  to  the  quantity  ne- 
cessary for  mere  subsistence,  lest  the  surplus  per- 
ish on  band  for  the  want  of  a  market  at  home  or 
abroad,  can  it  be  denied,  that  the  nation  wants 
manufacturing  skill  ?  And  can  it  be  proved  that 
the  nation  ousht  not  to  encourage  and  protect 
manufactures  7 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  P.  P.  Bar- 
bour) has  further  insisted  that  the  operation  of 
the  bill  now  under  consideration  will  m  no  way, 
increase  the  national  industry.  He  seems  to  have 
taken  it  for  granted  that  every  body  has  employ- 
ment enough.  Sir,  the  question  is  not  so  much 
whether  all  hands  are  now  employed,  as  whether 
they  cannot  be  more  productively  employed  ?  But, 
if  we  believe  the  representatations  made  to  us  in 
relation  to  this  bill,  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
both  from  friend  and  foe,  there  is  a  want  of  em- 
ployment. How,  then,  can  the  greatest  number  of 
bands  be  the  most  productively  employed  1  This 
is  the  problem  to  be  solved,  rroduction,  fabrica- 
tion, and  distribution,  are  the  great  divisions  and 
occupations  of  human  industry.  Can  all  be  em- 
ployed, in  agriculture,  in  the  production  of  raw 
materials ;  or,  in  commerce,  in  the  distribution  of 
them  ?  No,  sir ;  both  employ  a  greater  number 
of  hands  than  either  could  alone.  But  all  are  not 
employed  in  both.  Many  of  our  citizens  are  now 
engaged  in  the  work  of  fabrication — in  the  man- 
ufacture of  articles  of  consumption.  The  opera- 
tions of  our  agriculture  and  commerce  appear  to  be 
pushed  to  their  limit.  Neither  can  do  any  more, 
nor  give  profitable  employment  to  more  bands. 
Commerce  and  navigation  cannot,  for  this  inter- 
est depends  upon  the  carriage  and  exchange  of 
agricultural  products ;  and  agriculture  cannot,  for 
its  productions  are  gradually  supplanted  in  foreign  I 
markets  by  the  like  increasing  products  of  other  I 


countries.  Notsowithmannfiietures.  This  inter- 
est presents  a  vast  field.  It  invites  skill  and  com- 
petition. Does  not  the  mannfocturing  interest, 
therefore,  affiird  an  increasing  sphere  for  nationtl 
industry  ? 

Much  has  been  said  of  foreign  and  of  Ameri- 
can policy.  Sir,  what  is  the  true  American  pol- 
icy ?  Is  It  to  open  our  ports,  and  admit  freely  tke 
productions  of  others,  while  the  ports  of  otben 
are  shut  a^nst  us,  and  our  productions  exdodcd, 
or,  if  admitted  at  all,  admitted  upon  hard  terms; 
or,  is  it  reciprocity  of  trade,  and  the  fabricatioa  of 
our  own  wool,  cotton,  hemp,  and  iron,  for  dome^ 
tic  comfort,  national  defence,  and  foreign  de- 
mand ?  But  we  are  told  that  wages  are  so  high 
in  this  country,  that,  where  machinery  is  not 
brought  in  aid  of  human  labor,  manufactures  em- 
not  succeed .  And  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  Webster)  seems  to  suppose  that  weeu- 
not  produce  the  article  of  iron,  though  our  coun- 
try is  so  rich  in  the  ore,  because  the  average  rate 
ot  wages,  in  Sweden,  for  example,  is  seven  cents 
a  day,  while  it  is  some  four  or  five  times  higher 
with  us.  The  small  difference  between  the  origi- 
nal cost  of  Swedish  and  American  iron,  i&  con- 
clusive proof  that  this  difference  is  not  determined 
by  the  different  rate  of  wages.  If  it  was,  ererf 
pound  of  American  iron  would  cost  foor  or  fin 
times  as  much  as  a  pound  of  Swedish  iroa.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  every  bushel  of  American 
wheat,  and  of  most  of  the  raw  roateriais,  which 
our  country  produces  in  such  abundance  and  cheap- 
ness. Sir,  the  true  secret  of  our  ability  to  com- 
pete, almost,  though  not  quite,  upon  equal  terms 
with  the  serfs  of  Europe,  is  to  be  lound  in  onr  free 
labor,  and  in  our  superior  industry  and  enteiprise. 

But,  sir,  how  have  the  opponents  of  the  bill  an- 
swered the  call  which  has  been  so  repeatedly  made 
upon  them,  to  point  out  the  country  in  whica  man- 
utactures  have  existed  and  flourished  without  en- 
couragement and  protection  ?  Why,  sir,  it  is  troe, 
that  fingland  has  lowered  her  import  duty,  apon 
foreign  wool,  admitted  the  lumbo'  of  the  nortb, 
and  somewhat  relaxed  her  colonial  system.  She 
has  admitted  lumber  and  wool  upon  easier  terms, 
because  she  cannot  produce  enough  for  her  own 
consumption ;  and  what  she  cannot  produce  at 
home  she  must  buy  abroad.  She  has  meliorated 
her  navigation  laws  to  enlar|[e  and  facilitate  the 
exchange  of  her  manufacturing  industry.  Bnt 
Spain,  It  is  said,  with  all  her  onerous  commercial 
restrictions,  is  unsuccessful  in  manufactures.  I 
know  it,  sir ;  and  the  fault  is  both  in  the  manoers 
and  habits  of  her  people,  and  in  her  peculiar  sfs- 
tem  of  monopolies.  Other  well  rerulated  conn- 
tries  protect  tneir  home  industry.  Does  England 
admit  the  woollens,  cottons,  or  silks  of  France  1 
or  France  those  of  England  ?  Does  either  admit 
those  of  any  country  to  come  into  competition 
with  her  own  manufactures  in  the  home  market  1 
The  statesmen  of  England  acknowledge  that  her 
manufactures  of  silk,  with  all  the  supremacy  of 
English  skill,  can  be  sustained  only  by  continued 
and  efficient  protection.  It  is  the  fact  of  protect- 
ing, and  not  the  impolicy  of  establishing  them, 
that  is  material  to  the  preaent  inquiry.    1  he  gen- 
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ti«man  from  Massachiisetu  (Mr.  Webster)  not 
being  able  to  show  that  manufactures  had  sue* 
ceeded  in  other  countries,  unaided  by  the  parental 
etre  of  Government,  attempted  to  prove  that  they 
bad  succeeded  in  the  United  Stat^  without  care 
or  protection.  I  think  my  friend  unfortunate  in 
this  instance.  Manufactories  of  minor  importance 
bare  long  existed  in  this  country.  Others  of  a 
more  imposing  character  were  established  shortly 
after  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
But  who  is  there  wbo  has  attentively  examined 
the  progress  of  manufactures  amon^  us,  who  does 
not  loow  that  the  great  manufacturing  interest  of 
the  nation  took  root  and  flourished  during  the  em- 
bargo, the  non-intercourse  acts,  and  the  war  that 
foUowed.  It  was  in  this  period — a  period  of  near 
seien  years,  and  one,  too.  for  the  most  part,  of  total 
probibition  of  foreign  fabrics,  that  American  man- 
ufactures received  their  highest  possible  protection. 
Witb  little  or  no  foreign  competition,  they  enjoyed 
tbe  borne  market — all  flourished — some  came  to 
maturity,  and  were  just  able  to  survive  the  shock 
which  the  peace,  and  with  it,  the  great  and  sud- 
den influx  of  foreign  fabrics,  produced ;  while 
others,  like  the  infant  in  the  tempest,  were  over- 
whelmed and  destroyed.  But,  if  they  received  no 
protection,  why  were  so  many  of  them  ruined 
when  the  war  ceased  ?  Besides,  if  the  manufac- 
tures of  woollen,  and  cotton^  and  hemp,  and  iron, 
need  no  protection,  why  is  it  necessary  to  protect 
the  maoufaeture  ol  sugar  and  tobacco  ?  The  duty 
on  the  former  enables  the  sugar  planter  to  carry 
00  his  business,  and  the  duty  on  the  latter  amounts 
almost  to  a  total  exclusion  of  the  foreign  manu- 
factured arti<de  from  our  markets. 

Sir,  this  measure  has  been  called  anti-social ; 
and  some  gentlemen  appear  to  take  it  for  granted, 
that  its  necessary  operation  will  be  to  destroy  com- 
merce and  navigation.  I  am  persuaded  it  will 
hare  a  contrary  efiect.  Instead  of  injuring,  it 
will  sustain,  the  commercial  and  navigating  in- 
terest I  have  attempted  to  prove,  that  the  quan- 
tity and  valae  of  our  domestic-  exports  annually 
diminish — and  that  foreigners  will  not  take  our 
nw  produce,  as  they  used  to  do,  because  they  do 
not  want  it.  When  they  will  not  take  the  raw 
material,  is  there  any  other  mode  of  relief,  than  to 
adapt  the  thing  to  their  wants,  and  carry  the  arti- 
cle to  them  in  the  shape  of  manufactures  ?  Let 
me  ask  you,  sir,  who  is  to  furnish  the  vast  sup- 
plies for  the  South  American  markets  ?  What 
vesbaO  ueelect  or  refuse  to  do  towards  it,  Eng- 
land and  France  will  do  for  us.  The  Spanish 
patriots  of  the  South,  allied  to  us  by  interest,  feel- 
to^,  and  the  common  ties  of  freemen,  do  not  want 
raw  materials— because  they  produce  them  in 
abundaace— but  they  do  want  the  manufactures 
of  wool,  cotton,  hemp,  and  iron.  And,  in  my 
humble  judgment^  we  can  furnish  them  with  most 
of  these  articles,  if  we  choose  to  do  it,  better  and 
cheaper  than  England  or  France  can.  Is  it  not, 
then,  our  imperious  duty,  by  passing  this  bill,  to 
fester  skill,  protect  manufactures,  insure  the  re- 
wards of  domestic  industry,  and  thus  enable  our 
country  to  enjoy  her  full  share  of  the  commerce  of 
the  world  1 


The  opponents  of  this  bill  avail  themselves 
largely  of  the  professions  of  some  of  the  states- 
men of  England,  which  have  never  been  put  in 
practice — and  of  the  writings  of  political  econo- 
mists, which  have  no  just  application  to  the  ques- 
tion now  under  consideration.  I  speak  not  lightly 
of  the  works  of  Adam  Smith,  JeanBaptiste  Say, 
and  others  of  the  same  school.  They  are  certainly 
profound  thinkers ;  and  their  books  contain  much 
valuable  information.  But  they  leave  off  at  the 
very  point  where  commercial  practice  begins. 
What  is  the  foundation  upon  which  their  system 
rests  ?  Unrestricted  commerce — absolute  freedom 
of  trade.  Can  this  state  of  things  exist,  but  in 
the  absence  of  all  color  of  restraint  1  Does  not 
this  state  of  things  presuppose  the  freest  competi- 
tion of  mind  with  mind,  skill  with  skill,  capital  with 
capital — and,  need  I  add,  free  labor  with  free  la- 
bor ?  I  do  not  inquire  whether  this  has  ever  been 
the  existing  state  of  the  commercial  world  ?  But 
I  do  ask  whether  it  now  exists  1  What  nation  is 
there,  whose  statesmen  have  adopted  the  policy 
so  strenuously  recommended  by  these  writers  Y  Has 
France  or  any  other  Slate  done  it?  Where  is 
the  nation  whose  ports  are  open  to  the  free  admis- 
sion of  the  products  of  the  world  ?  Whose  man- 
ufactures, whose  skill  and  industry,  are  left  un- 
aided, and  unprotected,  against  the  arts  and  ac- 
tions of  rival  nations?  Again,  sir:  Who,  of  these 
writers,  after  having  accurately  examined  the 
commercial  laws  and  policy  of  nations,  has  told 
any  one  of  them,  England,  or  the  United  States, 
for  example,  what  she  ought  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  in 
reference  to  the  existing  regulations,  and  present 
state,  of  the  commercial  world  ?  Not  one  of  them. 
They  speak  of  things  as  they  wish  them  to  be,  not 
as  they  are.  They  talk  of  freedom  of  trade,  when 
there  is  no  free  trade.  In  a  word,  they  presume  a 
state  of  things  which  does  not  exist,  and  which 
never  can  be  brought  about,  but  by  a  convention 
of  nations. 

In  the  progress  of  this  debate,  the  manufactu- 
rers of  our  country  have  repeatedly  been  called 
monopolists.  This  is  an  odious  term,  and  one 
which  does  not  belong  to  them.  What,  sir,  is  a 
monopoly  ?  It  is  the  grant  to  one  of  an  exclusive 
right,  which  before  was  common  to  all.  The 
laws  relating  to  manufactures,  like  those  which 
relate  to  agriculture  and  commerce,  are  general. 
Every  citizen  enjoys  an  equal  right  of  becoming 
a  farmer,  a  manufacturer,  or  a  merchant.  Labor 
is  left  free  to  seek  its  own  reward.  If|  therefore, 
the  manufacturer  be  a  monopolist,  then  all  who 
enjoy  the  protection  and  benefits  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  the  land,  are  monopolists. 

But,  the  poor — we  are  told  it  will  oppress  the 
poor.  Think  you,  sir,  the  poor  will  be  oppressed 
by  giving  them  increased  employment  ?  What  is 
it  that  oppresses  the  poor  ?  Want  of  employment, 
and  excises  and  taxes  upon  the  articles  of  subsist- 
ence. The  condition  of  the  American  citizen, 
in  this  respect,  is  not  to  be  compared,  as  it  has 
been,  with  that  of  the  Englishman.  England 
taxes  every  thing  which  is  necessary  for  the  sub- 
sistence and  comfort  of  the  poor  man.  We  tax 
nothing.    The  poor  man — ^in  truth,  sir,  no  man, 
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with  us,  is  obliged  to  consume  dutiable  articles. 
If  he  does  coDsume  them,  it  is  because  he  chooses 
to  do  it.  The  act  is  voluntary.  No  man,  rich  or 
poor,  can  be  compelled,  against  his  will,  to  con- 
tribute a  fraction  to  the  National  Treasury  for  his 
food,  drink,  or  raiment. 

Tne  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Williams,)  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  has  in- 
sisted, that  the  operation  of  this  bill  will  be  to  de- 
stroy the  cotton  trade,  and  ruin  the  planters  of  the 
South ;  because,  if  we  will  not  take  the  merchan- 
dise of  England  and  France,  they  will  not  take 
our  cotton.  Sir,  the  English  and  French,  like 
all  other  prudent  merchants,  will  trade  where  they 
can  make  the  be&t  bargain.  If  England,  for  in- 
stance, can  exchange  a  yard  of  broadcloth  for 
more  pounds  of  Brazil  cotton,  than  she  can  of 
Carolina  cotton,  of  like  quality,  no  matter  what 
the  difference  in  price  may  be,  she  will  buy  the 
Brazil  cotton.  And  this  is  the  whole  secret  of 
"  buying  where  you  can  buy  cheapest."  I  belieye 
the  cotton  growers  have  much  to  tear,  if  this  meas- 
ure be  not  adopted.  To  me,  it  appears  that  their 
safety,  that  the  common  safety  of  us*  all,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  policy  of  this  bill.  Let  us  examine 
its  operation  upon  the  cotton  planter.  In  the  di- 
rect trade  between  this  country  and  England,  our 
imports,  if  I  mistake  not,  have  always  exceeded 
our  exports.  In  1822,  the  excess  was  more  than 
^J11,000,000;  and,  including  her  dependencies, 
was  more  than  $13,000,000  against  us.  This  dif- 
ference is  paid  by  the  transfer  of  American  stocks. 
and  out  oi  the  proceeds  of  American  cargoes,  sold 
on  the  continent.  If  we  take  the  excess  beyond 
the  value  of  the  cotton  exported  to  England,  the 
difference  will  be  more  than  816,000,000  ;  and  if 
that  of  France  be  added,  it  will  be  more  than  9^0.- 
000,000  against  us.  The  whole  amount  of  wool- 
len and  cotton  goods  imported  from  England,  in 
the  last  year,  and  which  were  not  re-exported,  did 
not  differ  much  from  $12,000,000.  Now,  if  the 
effect  of  this  bill  should  be  to  exclude  the  woollen 
and  cotton  fabrics  of  England  from  our  markets, 
it  is  apparent,  that  we  shall  still  take  of  her  man- 
ufactures, to  many  millions  of  dollars  worth,  more 
than  she  will  take  of  our  cotton.  Hence  it  is,  that 
our  cotton  trade  with  England,  or  any  other  coun- 
try, cannot  be  materially  affected,  until  we  import 
less  from  such  country  than  we  export  to  it.  cut, 
the  bill  will  not  have  this  extensive  operation ; 
because  we  shall,  for  a  long  time,  continue  to  im- 
port and  consume  a  large  amount  of  the  fine 
woollen  and  cotton  fabrics  of  England.  No,  sir ; 
if  our  cotton  trade  with  Europe  fails,  it  will  not 
fail  because  we  refuse  to  buy  their  coarse  wares, 
but  because  they  can  buy  their  cotton  of  others  to 
better  advantage.  Of  the  whole  amount  of  cot- 
ton, which  England  annually  consumes,  about 
two-thirds  is  grown  in  the  United  States,  and 
the  residue  in  other  countries— chiefly  in  Egypt 
and  Brazil. 

My  honorable  friend,  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Hamilton,)  ^ave  us,  in  the  early  part  of  this  de- 
bate, a  glowmg  description  or  the  advantages 
which  the  Brazils  possess  for  the  successful  cul- 
ture of  cotton.    It  was  a  true  picture.    Perhaps 


there  is  no  country  on  the  globe  better  adapted  to 
the  production  of  this  staple  commodity.    Id  soil, 
climate,  and  cheapness  of  labor,  it  stands  unrival- 
led.   It  wants  nothing  but  a  stable  and  temperate 
government.    What,  then,  let  me  ask,  will  gire 
tne  greatest  stimulus  to  the  inhabitants  of  tkat 
vast  region  to  produce  cotton  ?    Will  it  not  be  by 
suffering  England  to  monopolize  their  markets— 
to  supply  them  with  the  coarser  kinds  of  woollen 
and  cotton  ^oods,  of  which  they  now  consume 
larg^e  quantities^  and  the  consumption  of  which  is 
rapidly  increasmg?    Why?    Because  EngUnd 
will  want  their  cotton  more  than  she  will  want 
any  other  raw  material  which  they  can  produce. 
What,  then,  is  our  obvious  policy  ?    Is  it  not  to 
divide  the  market  with  England — ^to  come  in  for 
our  share  of  the  trade  ?    How  is  this  to  be  done? 
By  encouraging  domestic  industry,  and  giving  the 
farmer  a  home  market.    By  protecting  the  infant 
manufacturing   establishments    of   the  country 
against  the  importation  of  comparatively  worth- 
less fabrics,  against  the  arts  and  frauds  of  foreign 
workshops,  and  thus  enabling  them  to  supply  a 
portion,  at  least,  of  the  articles  which  are  in  so 
mnch  demand  in  the  South  American  Republics. 
But  can  we  enter  in  competition  with  England 
in  the  markets  abroad  ?    We  have,  for  some  time, 
carried  on  a  successful  trade  with  South  America, 
in  articles  of  domestic  manufacture;  and  one  of 
our  enterprising  citizens  of  the  East,  I  understand, 
has  recently  shipped  thither  some  two  hundred 
bales  of  domestic  manufactured   cotton  goods. 
Give  reasonable  protection,  and  I  am  persuaded 
we  can  manufacture  the  coarse  woollens  and  cot- 
tons, which  enter  so  largely  into  the  consaropiion 
of  erery  country,  be  it  old  or  new,  as  cheap  as 
England  or  France  can.    But  what  good  will 
come  of  it  ?    It  will  sustain  our  navigation,  by 
opening  to  it  a  new  and  wider  field  for  employ- 
ment.   It  will  prevent,  in  no  small  degree,  the 
necessity  of  growing  cotton  in  South  American 
Republics,  because  we  shall  not  want  their  cotton; 
but  we  shall  waht   many  other  articles,  which 
they  can  produce  in  abundance.    But  suppose  it 
does  not  have  this  effect ;  what  then  ?    Why,  sir, 
still  it  will  give  our  cotton  growers  the  benefit  of 
two  markets.    The  home  market  will  be  sure  and 
steady,  subject  to  none  of  the  fluctuations  of  the 
European  markets.    But,  sir,  formidable  as  the 
South  American  rival  threatens  to  be,  it  is  not 
the  only  one  to  be  feared.    The  culture  of  cotton 
has  been  recently  commenced  in  Egypt.    Here, 
also,  nothing  is  wanting  to  insure  its  success, 
but  a  parental  government.    Now,  will  not  Eng- 
land and  France  boy  this  raw  material,  which 
they  cannot  produce,  and  which  they  must  hare, 
where  they  can  buy  it  at  the  most  profit?   Do 
you  believe  that  either  of  them  would  sacrifice  a 
single  dollar,  to  promote  the  agricultural  interest, 
in  this  country  ?    Is  it  not,  then,  our  imperious 
duty  to  adopt  that  course  of  policy,  which  will 
result  in  a  steady  home  market  ?    And  what  is 
the  advantage  of  a  home  market?  Ask  the  farmer 
and  mechanic,  and  the  industrious  of  all  classes 
who  live  in  the  vicinity  of  cities,  villages,  and 
factories.    In  proportion  as  these  increase,  nearly 
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io  that  proportion,  as  a  feneral  rale,  productive 
empiorment  increases.  The  farmer,  for  example, 
cao  sell  more,  tboogh  he  raise  less.  The  reason 
i»y  (hat  he  loses  none  of  the  proceeds  of  his  labor. 
it  facilitates  trade,  barter,  and  the  endless  inter- 
chftDge  of  commodities.  It  stimulates  the  circu- 
btioo  of  money—- the  profits  of  labor.  And  this 
eireaiation,  like  the  blood,  animates,  cherishes, 
and  soscains,  every  part  of  the  system. 

The  friends  of  this  measure  hare  been  wamed 
to  forbear,  and  not  to  persist  anv  longer  in  at- 
tempting to  estabKsh,  by  fotce  of  law,  a  new  and 
vntried  system.  Sir,  it  is  no  new  or  untried  sys- 
tem. It  is  a  system  which  originated  with  the 
GoTemment.  The  first  Congress  encouraged,  and 
pariiaUy  protected,  American  manufactures,  and 
American  industry.  The  system  rests. apon  the 
priDciples  of  self-defence.  If  the  €k>vernment  is 
ooqihI  to  [irotect  the  persons,  d  welliD£[s,  tfnd  money 
of  the  citizens,  from  forei&;n  enemies,  is  it  not 
eqoally  bound  to  protect  their  skill  and  industry 
from  foreign  rivalry  ?  A  rivalry  sometimes  not 
less  fatal  to  these  interests  than  the  sword  is  to 
life. 

My  friend  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Rankin)  said, 
we  were  about  to  adopt  the  policy  of  Bngland, 
which  would  entail  upon  us,  as  it  had  upon  her, 
pauperism,  exactions,  taxes,  and  a  debt  of  count- 
lesA  millions.  The  measure  under  consideration 
differs  widely  from  the  En^ish  system  of  policy, 
of  which  be  has  spoken.  But,  were  it  the  same, 
the  conseqaences  would  not  follow.  The  fault  is 
not  in  the  system.  Has  the  protection  of  British 
manafactures  and  British  industry  ever  added  one 
dollar  to  the  national  debt  of  Qreat  Britain? 
Whence,  then,  have  arisen  her  debts  and  burdens? 
From  her  foreign  wars.  Were  these  waeed  for 
the  protection  of  her  home  industry  ?  No,  sir ; 
they  were  commenced  and  prosecuted  for  power — 
for  empire.  These  hare  filled  up  her  measure  of 
&X€s  and  cruel  exactions.  The  evil,  therefore,  is 
Dot  to  be  found  in  the  system  of  protecting  domea* 
tic  industry.  My  friend,  also,  contended  that, 
should  Sngland  aboKsh  ner  com  laws  and  give 
free  admission  to  the  grain  of  other  countries,  it 
wooid  reduce  the  expense  of  living — lower  the 
wages  of  labor,  and,  consequently,  the  price  of  her 
maQofaetures ;  and  thus  put  it  in  her  power  to 
command  the  markets  of  the  world.  But  did  he 
stop  to  inquire  what  effect  it  would  have  upon  her 
a|TiciiitQral  interest?  And  what  woula  be  its 
eoKt?  Is  there  any  doubt;  can  there  be  anv, 
that  the  abolition  of  her  corn  laws  would  totally 
nuD  the  grenteat  portion  of  her  farmers  ?  What 
coald  they  do  ?  Could  they  turn  merchants  and 
maaoiaetarers  1  No,  sir;  most  of  them  would 
become  paupers.  This  has  a  direct  application  to 
our  own  home  matters.  Let  me  ask  the  Virginia 
tobacco  planters,  whether  they  are  willing  to  risk 
the  free  admission  into  this  country  of  the  tobacco 
and  cigars  of  Cuba  and  Mexico?  Would  not 
this  unequal  competition  rain  them?  View  it 
how  you  will,  no  pursuit  or  occupation  in  life  is 
safe  without  protection. 

I  must  again  call  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  the  maxim,  ^*  buy  where  you  can  buy  cheap- 


est." This  has  been  repeated  as  though  there  were 
some  magic  in  it.  What  does  it  mean  ?  Does  it 
mean  simply  the  price  of  the  article  bought,  with- 
out any  reference  to  the  value  of  the  labor^  money, 
or  other  tiling,  given  in  exchange?  It  it  does, 
then  no  n(ian  or  nation  can,  for  any  great  length 
of  time,  continue  to  boy  cheapest,  without  the  risk 
of  utter  ruin.  Let  us  look  at  the  consequence. 
The  industrious  farmer  abandons  his  farm,  because 
he  can  buy  the  grain  from  the  Baltic,  or  the  Black 
Sea,  and  all  the  other  products  of  his  husbandry, 
from  foreign  countries,  twenty-five  per  cent  cheaper 
than  he  can  produce  them.  Bnt^  if  he  cease  to 
produce,  has  he  any  thing  to  give  in  exchange  for 
the  article  he  wants,  however  cheap  it  may  be? 
He  certainly  has  not.  The  same  consequence 
will  follow  in  regard  to  any  other  interest  or  oc- 
cupation. The  question,  then,  is  not.  Where  can 
you  buy  a  bushel  of  Wheat,  or  a  pound  of  cotton,  at 
a  reduction  of  25  per  cent,  in  the  price,  compared 
with  other  like  articles  ?  But  it  is,  w  here  can 
you  btt^r  them  for  the  least  quantity  and  value  of 
productive  labor  and  skill  ?  An  agricultural  na- 
tion, when  the  foreign  demand  for  her  products 
comes  to  diminish,  will  find  her  only  safety  in  a 
home  market.  Not  that  she  is  to  be  shut  up  at 
home.  This  is  no  Chinese  policy.  Other  mar- 
kets are  open,  thou^  limited.  They  always  will 
be  open,  for  no  nation  can  produce  or  manufac- 
ture all  she  wants.  She  must,  in  peace  at  least, 
rely  upon  others  for  some  portion  of  her  annual 
consumption. 

Sir,  1  am  persuaded  that  this  ineasure  is  neces- 
sary, not  only  to  give  activity  and  energv  to  agri- 
culture, commerce,  and  manufactures,  but  to  en- 
able us  to  provide  effectually  for  the  national 
defence.  Upon  what  does  the  nation  rely  for  her 
protection  and  defence  ?  Is  it  not  upon  well  fed, 
well  clothed,  well  armed  citizens^  and  a  well  ap- 
pointed navy  ?  It  is  true  we  raise  food  enough, 
and  to  spare,  but  do  we  produce  the  other  neces- 
sary ingredients  for  building  and  furnishine  a 
navy,  or  equipping  an  army  ?  We  do  not.  With 
a  country  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  production  of 
wool,  cotton,  and  hemp,  and  abounding  in  the 
ores  of  iron,  lead,  and  copper,  we  are  still  obliged 
to  import  manv  articles,  composed  of  these  raw 
materials,  which  are  useful  in  peace  and  essential 
in  war,  and  without  which  a  battle  cannot  be 
fought,  or  a  victory  won.  Go,  examine  our  army. 
What  proportion  of  the  soldiers'  clothing  is  of 
American,  and  what  proportion  of  British  manu- 
facture? Qo,  examine  our  navy,  the  bulwark  of 
freedom.  There  is  not  a  ship  in  it  but  has  in  its 
con^traction  more  or  less  of  foreign  iron,  canvass, 
and  Qordage.  Yet  there  is  not  an  article  worth 
naming  in  the  whole  composition  of  a  ship,  from 
truck  to  keelson,  which  this  country  cannot  pro- 
duce. Is  it  prudent  to  depend  upon  England  for 
any  portion  of  our  necessary  clothing,  whether 
for  soldier  or  citizen?  Or,  upon  Sweden  and  Rus- 
sia for  any  part  of  the  iron  and  hemp  reijnired  in 
the  construction  of  a  navy  ?  Is  it  well  lor  a  na<' 
tion,  possessing  all  resources  as  ours  does,  to  de- 
pend, not  upon  herself,  but  upon  others,  for  some 
of  the  most  essential  means  oi  defence  ?    Let  the 
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history  of  the  last  war  answer — a  war  which,  all 
now  acknowledge,  cost  the  country  millions  for 
the  want  of  adequate  manufacturing  establish- 
ments to  furnish  those  supplies  which  were,  indis- 
pensable, and  which  could  no  longer  be  derived 
from  Europe  but  at  great  hazard  and  expense. 
Is  it  safe  to  neglect  our  own  resources,  and  trust 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  in  any  degree,  to  the 
friendship  or  cupidity  of  foreigners  ?  But,  it  is 
said,  that,  if  we  undertake  to  grow  hemp,  and  to 
manufacture  canvass  and  iron,  the  expense  will 
fall  heavily  upon  the  agriculturists.  This  conse- 
quence will  not  necessarily  follow,  because  the 
competition  between  the  home  producers  will  keep 
these  articles,  as  the  foreign  articles  are  now  kept, 
Tery  nearly,  if  not  quite,  at  their  present  prices. 
But,  suppose  the  price  or  these  articles  should  be 
somewhat  enhanced  ?  Do  our  citizens  prefer  money 
to  life  ?  Are  they  willing  to  pour  out  their  blood 
like  water  in  defence  of  liberty,  and  will  they  re  • 
fuse  a  small  pittance  of  their  wealth  in  peace  to 
prevent  the  wasteful  expenditure  of  blood  and 
treasure  in  war?  I  will  not  believe  it,  sir.  The 
men  of  this  country  are  not  more  hardy  and  brave 
than  humane  and  generous.  They  ask  for  pro- 
tection ;  and  I  think  they  ought  to  have  it.  I  be- 
lieve the  policy  of  the  bill  l^fore  you  is  required 
for  the  encouragement  of  American  skill,  for  the 
protection  of  American  industry.  I  believe  it  is 
called  for  by  the  spirit  of  the  times,  by  the  com- 
mon wants  and  sufferings  of  the  country,  and  by 
every  consideration  of  national  safety,  prosperity, 
and  renown. 

When  Mr.  Strong  had  concluded — 

Mr.  IsACKS,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  thirty-five  cents,  (the  proposed 
minimum  price  of  cotton  goods,)  and  reJucing  it 
to  twenty-nve  cents,  the  present  minimum. 

Mr.  IsACKs,  in  support  of  his  motion,  said,  that, 
before  the  question  was  taken,  he  must  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  a  few  moments;  and, 
indeed,  from  the  late  time  in  the  week,  the  late 
hour  in  the  day,  and  the  late  period  of  the  debate, 
he  feared  he  could  not  rightfully  expect  that  at- 
tention ;  and  to  compensate  for  it  was  certainly 
more  than  he  could  promise;  but  one  thing  he 
would  promise — that  his  remarks  should  be  con- 
fined to  the  proposition  before  the  Committee. 

He  said  he  felt  it  the  more  necessary  to  state 
the  grounds  of  his  objection  to  this  feature  of  the 
bill,  because,  in  many  of  the  other  items  which 
had  been  acted  on,  he  had  voted  with  the  friends 
of  the  bill,  and,  if  he  had  believed  that  the  same 
principles  upon  which  he  had  supported  other 
parts  of  the  bill  were  applicable  to  this,  he  should 
not  have  moved  the  amendment  which  had  given 
rise  to  so  much  debate ;  that  his  purpose  was  to 
show  the  manifest  difierence  which  exists  between 
the  two  grand  divisions  of  the  bill,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  duties  imposed  on  importations^  the 
places  of  which  are  intended  to  be  supplied  either 
m  whole  or  in  part  by  the  manufactures  of  this 
country.  To  one  class  you  give  encouragement, 
with  a  view  to  enable  them  to  come  in  competi- 
tion with  the  foreign  manufacturer  on  something 
like  fait  and  equal  ground;  while,  for  the  benefit 


of  the  other  class,  you  propose  (in  effect)  to  ex- 
clude the  foreign  article  altogether.  The  former 
is  done  upon  the  principle  of  competition,  to  which 
he  most  heartily  agreed ;  the  latter  is  prohibition, 
to  which  he  was  unwilling  to  subscribe. 

Mr.  I.  said,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  do- 
mestic manufacture!  to  compete  with  the  foreign ; 
to  produce  steadiness  of  price  in  the  market,  (and 
tbat  not,  in  the  main,  at  the  expense  of  the  con- 
sumer, as  he  believed ;)  to  affoni  additional  con- 
sumption for  aggregate  products  which  could  not 
find  a  foreign  market;  he  had  voted  a  moderate 
increase  of  duty  on  foreign  distilled  spirits,  cotton 
baggine,  iron,  molasses,  and  some  other  articles 
which  had  passed  in  review  before  the  Committee. 
But  what,  sir,  are  we  asked  to  do  by  that  clause 
of  the  bill  to  which  this  motion  applies?  Not,  as 
in  the  depressed  condition  of  other  manufacturers, 
to  assist  those  who  are  struggling  for  existence, 
and  who  have  loaded  your  table  with  memorials, 
but  to  make  a  class  of  manufacturers  the  special 
subjects  of  your  favor,  who  neither  ask  for,  nor 
need,  that  favor,  and  who  will  not  thank  you  for 
it  when  bestowed ;  for  he  could  say,  without  the 
fear  of  contradiction,  that,  with  regard  to  the 
mantifactures  of  cotton  cloths,  so  far  as  they  have 
yet  progressed,  the  fact  must  be  well  known  to 
many  in  this  House,  that  their  business  is  ex- 
tremely profitable ;  that  the  capital  invested  in  all 
well-conducted  establishments  of  this  kind,  pro- 
duces, at  this  time,  to  the  owners,  a  clear  profit  of 
from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  per  annum. 

It  is  this  class,  already  better  provided  for  than 
any  other,  by  an  existing  minimum  price  of  twenty- 
five  cents  per  yard,  and  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  on  foreign  cotton  goods,  that 
we  are  asked  further  to  provide  for,  by  increasing 
the  minimum  to  thirty-five  cents,  not  that  they 
may  thereby  be  enabled  to  set  up  for  fair  compe- 
tition with  the  importer^  but  that  the  latter  may 
be  put  down  almost  entirely  as  it  relates  to  thi^ 
article. 

Mr.  I.  said  it  had  been  stated,  in  general  terms, 
that  this  provision  would  not  amount  to  a  prohi- 
bition of  the  article.  He  would  endeavor  to  show 
that  it  would  in  effect  be  prohibition  to  a  great 
extent-^nd  what  would  be  the  consequenoes  of 
that  prohibition. 

He  said,  as  the  article  was  required  to  pay  duty 
according  to  its  value,  and  that  duty  being  as  hieh 
as  the  article  would  bear,  it  was  clear  that  the 
importer  could  not  afford  to  pay  duty  at  a  rate- 
able price  upon  the  article  when,  it  was  really 
worth  considerably  less;  this  duty  opon  the 
amount  lying  between  the  real  and  rated  price  of 
the  thin^,  would  be  to  him  a  dead  loss  ;  and  he 
thought  It  required  no  argument  to  prove,  that  no 
articles  of  this  description  would  be  imported, 
which  were  of  inferior  value  to  the  minimum  price 
fixed,  in  the  rate  of  dut^. 

He  said  that  the  minimum  of  1816  has  had  the 
effect  to  exclude  all  cottons  below  that  value,  and 
the  present  increase  will  have  the  same  effect  to 
the  extent  of  it,  and,  if  he  was  not  greatly  mis- 
taken, the  amount  thus  excluded  would  be  at  least 
one-half  of  the  present  importations. 
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Mr.  I.  said,  if  he  ivas  right  in  considering  this 
clause  io  the  bill  as  prohibitory,  then  the  conse- 
qaeoce  of  this  prohibition  maae  an  important 
qaestioD.  And  the  first  thing  that  actually  strikes 
the  miDd  is^  what  effect  will  this  have  on  the  rev- 
enoe  ?  Without  going  further  back  than  the  last 
year,  it  would  be  found  (if  his  estimate  was  correct) 
that  the  duty  on  cotton  goods,  printed,  colored, 
and  white,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  92,782,000. 
Then  to  exclude  half  the  amount  of  these  impor- 
tations or  even  less,  you  exclude,  by  that  process, 
upwards  of  one  million  of  dollars  from  the  Trea- 
sury. This  deficit  must  then  be  made  up  by  some 
oilier  mode  of  collection ;  and  we  had  been  told 
that  the  increased  duties  on  other  articles  in 
ifae  biU  would  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  He 
would  admits  that  upon  many  articles  the  amount 
of  reTenoe  will  be  Increased,  but,  on  others,  it  will 
as  certainly  be  diminished ;  and,  taking  all  the 
iteou  of  this  bill  together,  (setting  apart  from  them 
fhii  and  other  prohibitory  parts)  he  thought,  if 
the  loss  and  gain  throughout  would  balance,  it 
was  as  much  as  any  one  had  a  right  to  expect ; 
be  hoped  it  would,  and  so  far  he  was  willing  to 
risk  it,  but  he  could  not  flatter  himself  that  there 
would  be  any  tbin^  over  and  above,  to  carry  to 
the  amount  of  prohibitions. 

The  whole  amount  of  this  deficiencv,  arising 
from  the  prohibitory  parts  of  the  bill,  hao  been  va- 
riously estimated  hj  its  opponents — suppose  it  to  be 
three  millions,  which  was  a  less  sum  wan  any  of 
them  had  made  it,  though  he  admitted  most  of  the 
estimates  were  made  in  relation  to  the  bill  as  it 
stood  before  important  reductions  were  carried. 

The  question  then  recurs,  how  is  this  deficiency, 
whatever  it  mav  be,  (and  it  will  be  a  sum  worth 
thinking  about,)  to  be  raised  ?  This  question  has 
beenaroided  by  the  qnaintsaying,  *' that,  although 
the  importer  pays  the  duty  in  the  first  instance, 
yet  the  consumer  pays  it  in  the  end  even  now." 
This  is  very  true,  but  at  present  he  only  pays  the 
single  amount  of  that  duty — pays  it  but  once ;  but 
by  what  argument  is  the  prohibition  of  articles 
supported  ?  It  is  in  efiect  by  this :  that,  as  the 
domestic  manufacturer  cannot  contend  with  the 
foreign  without  taking  the  duty  now  paid  by  the 
foreign  and  giving  it  to  the  domestic  manufacturer, 
and  this  to  enable  him  to  provide  the  substitute  for 
the  dttty-payinff  article,  and  which,  without  this 
hoanty,  he  could  not  manufacture ;  consequently 
he  mostp  to  save  himself,  sell  his  fabric  as  high  as 
the  foreign  fabric  now  costs,  duty  and  all.  The 
eoosaoier  will  then  be  in  the  same  situation  he  is 
now :  he  will  still  have  this  tax  to  pay,  with  this 
di&ience,  that  he  will  then  not  be  paying  it  to 
the  GoTernment  but  to  the  manufacturer — the 
Goremmentis  still  that  much  money  out  of  pocket. 
If,  then,  to  get  it  in,  you  should  resort  to  any  spe- 
cies of  taxation  upon  the  consumer,  then,  on  the 
hack  of  the  increase  of  price  which  they  will  have 
to  pay  the  manufacturer  in  the  purchase,  they  will 
have  also  to  pay  an  equal  amount  to  the  Govern- 
ment ;  this  he  would  call  a  double  tax  on  the  con- 
comers,  or  paying,  as  a  consequence  of  this  prohi- 
bition, something  like  the  same  sum  twice,  which 
they  now  pay  but  once. 


But,  suppose  Congress  should  think  it  more 
equitable,  when  they  come  to  provide  for  this  de- 
ficit, (as  the  loss  was  occasioned  on  account  of 
the  domestic  manufacturers,)  to  tax  theni  to  make 
it  up.  You  will  then  hear  from  them,  though 
you  do  not  now.  They  will  tell  you,  "  We  did 
not  ask  the  aid  which  you  gave  us :  those  of  us 
engaged  in  the  business  asked  for  nothing  but  to 
be  let  alone.  And  as  to  the  re»t,  you  '  led  us  into 
the  temptation.'  We  should  not  have  employed 
our  time  and  capital  in  this  way,  if  you  had  not 
held  out  the  inducement.  And  now,  when  ptir 
business  is  but  scarcely  under  way.  if  you  lay  this 
burden  on  us,  it  will  be  insupportaole.'' 

But,  suppose  these  arguments,  however  just,  (at 
least  in  the  way  of  reproach,)  should  not  prevail, 
and  they  should  be  taxed,  (for  the  money  must  be 
raised  some  how,)  what  then  becomes  of  the  con- 
sumer? Why,  it's  all  the  same  thing  in  the  out* 
come  as  though  he  were  taxed  himself.  The 
manufacturer  lays  this  tax  on  the  goods,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  former  price,  and  the  consumer  has  it 
to  pay.  So  that,  manage  the  matter  as  you  may, 
the  result  will  be  that  the  consumer  will  then 
have  about  twice  the  amount  to  pay  which  the 
duties  now  cost  him,  if  these  prohibitions  should 
occasion  the  reduction  in  the  revenue  which  he 
had  supposed. 

Mr.  1.  said,  with  a  view  to  increan  the  revenoCi 
he  would  be  m  favor  of  a  revision  of  the  tariff; 
not  only  to  hasten  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
so  often  mentioned  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
but  also  to  enable  the  Government  effectually  to 
move  forward  with  the  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment, in  which  this  House  had  at  this  session 
taken  the  first  decisive  step. 

The  practical  operations  of  this  system  he  con- 
ceived necessary  to  the  promotion  of  convenient 
intercourse  and  interior  trade.  It  stood  first  in 
the  order  of  march  towards  our  national  prosper- 
ity, and  should  precede  the  legislative  completion 
01  the  manufacturing  system. 

Mr.  I.  said  he  had  another  reason  against  pro- 
ducing any  material  reduction  in  the  revenue, 
which,  as  a  Representative  of  the  people,  he  was 
bound  to  respect.  He  would  not  libel  his  con- 
stituents by  saying  that  the  imposition  of  a  tax 
(should  that  be  the  consequence  of  these  prohibi- 
tions) would  excite  them  to  disaffection,  and  drive 
them  to  disunion.  He  knew  they  would  bear  it 
to  the  extent  of  their  ability^  with  that  patience 
and  determined  fortitude  which  they  had  shown 
on  all  occasions  when  put  to  the  trial ;  but  a  knowl- 
edge of  their  situation  compelled  him  to  say,  that 
at  this  time  they  would  be  unable  to  bear  it.  He 
would  not  go  into  an  enumeration  of  the  causes 
and  effects  of  their  embarrassment  and  distress: 
one  things  at  least  was  evident,  that,  owing  to  the 
wretched  condition  of  our  currency,  we  have  noth- 
ing that  we  could  pay  taxes  witn ;  and  in  this 
respect  at  least  we  are  as  well  off,  and  perhaps  a 
little  better,  than  our  good  neighbors  immediately 
to  the  north  of  us. 

Mr.  I.  said,  that,  in  support  of  some  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  an  argument  had  been  used, 
with  great  efiect,  that  we  should  provide  for  our 
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defence  io  the  on  wbhed-for  event  of  war  |  but  this 
argument  could  only^  &ppiy  ^o  the  encouragement 
of  the  manufacture  of  iron,  lead,  hemp,  and  per- 
haps a  few  other  articles,  necessary  for  the  national 
defence.  So  far  he  acknowledged  all  its  force; 
bat  it  did  not  apply  to  the  part  of  the  bill  now 
under  consideration.  The  country  is  not  to  be 
defended  with  calico  and  muslin;  that  business 
requires  sterner  stuff. 

Mr.  I.  said,  that  his  assent  was  most  cheerfully 
yielded  to  an  increase  of  duties  on  silks,  India 
and  China  goods,  and  all  other  articles  of  fashion 
and  luxury,  to  the  extent  they  would  bear,  with  a 
view  to  revenue. 

But,  Mr.  I.  said,  he  would  not  so  far  violate  his 
promise  to  the  House  as  to  permit  himself  to  go 
mto  an  examinatiou  of  the  general  principles  of 
the  bill ;  and  he  would  only  add — talce  away  its 
prohibitions,  save  the  revenue,  and  then  encourage 
manufactures  and  reward  industry. 

Mr.  CA80EnY,  of  New  Jersey,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  After  the  protracted  debate 
which  we  have  heard  on  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee,  and  the  talent  and 
eloquence  which  have  been  exerted,  as  well  by 
the  friends  of  the  bill,  as  by  those  gentlemen  who 
have  considered  it  their  duty  to  oppose  it,  I  would 
not  presume  to  intrude  my  remarks  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Committee,  were  it  not  for  the  soli- 
citude which  I  acknowledeedly  fi^,  in  common 
with  my  constituents,  in  the  fate  of  the  question 
whioh  is  soon  to  be  decided. 

Admonished,  however,  by  many  considerations, 
I  propose  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee 
but  for  a  short  time.  The  policy  of  the  bill  before 
us,  though  the  bill  itself  may  probably  be  suscep- 
tible of  some  amendment,  is,  in  my  view,  neither 
of  a  sectional  nor  partial  character,  but  national 
in  its  objects,  and  adapted  to  promote  the  welfare, 
not  of  one  class  or  interest  oi  the  community  ex- 
clusively, but  that  of  the  nation  at  large,  were 
I  not  a  convert  to  the  truth  of  this  doctrine,  or  if 
I  could  believe,  with  some  gentlemen,  that  the 
effect  of  the  bill  would  be  to  burden  the  many  for 
the  benefit  of  the  few ;  to  depress  one  section  of 
our  country  for  the  advancement  of  another;  to 
aggrandize  the  manufacturing  at  the  expense  of 
the  commercial  and  agricultural  classes  of  the 
community ;  or  to  subiect  the  domain  of  the  cul- 
tivator of  the  soil  to  the  operation  of  a  direct  tax, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer,  I  would  have 
voted  in  favor  of  the  motion  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill. 

Of  all  the  employments  which  occupy  the  at- 
tention, or  exercise  the  industry  of  mankind,  that 
of  the  cultivator  of  the  soil  is  among  the  most 
honorable,  as  it  is  the  most  useful ;  all  others  are, 
in  a  great  degree,  dependent  on  it.  It  was  the 
primeval  occupation  of  our  species,  and  is  engaged 
m  executing;  the  mandate  of  Heaven  itself,  by  ex- 
tracting, with  a  laborious  and  persevering  hand, 
from  the  prolific  bosom  of  the  earth,  the  food  which 
sustains  life,  the  materials  for  our  clothing,  and 
many  of  the  principal  articles  of  commerce. 


I,  for  one,  sir,  am  unwilling  that  a  tax  should 
be  imposed  by  the  General  Govemmeat  tipoii  the 
lands  of  the  agriculturist,  under  any  circnmsunces 
but  those  of  imperious  necessity.     Had  I,  for  in- 
stance, enjoyed  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House 
during  the  late  war,  carried  on,  be  it  retDembered. 
at  the  expense  of  millions,  and  to  the  bankruptCT 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  protection  of  oor  com- 
merce and  seamen,  and  tne  maintenance  of  oor 
indispensable  rights  on  the  ocean— those  rights 
which  could  not  have  been  abandoned  witboou 
virtual  surrender  of  the  national  independence. 
and  that  commerce  which  would  have  ceased  to 
be,  or  at  best  would  have  dragged  on  a  misenbie 
existence,  fed,  not  supported,  by  the  crumbs  which 
might  have  fallen  from  the  table  of  our  adrersvy , 
if  commerce,  in  that  hour  of  her  peril,  had  beet 
"  left  alone  to  regulate  herself;"  to  nerve  the  arm 
of  the  Government  on  such  an  occasioa,  and  fot 
such  objects,  I  would  have  voted  for  a  tax  on  the 
lands  of  the  cultivator;  but  on  no  light,  or  trifiiL 
or  ordinary  occasion,  would  I  do  so.  I 

t  am.  Mr.  Chairman,  in  favor  of  the  bill  opoii   i 
your  table,  and  of  course  opposed  to  every  motion 
which  seeks  to  effect  its  destruction ;  because  I   ' 
believe  that,  while  it  would  not  injuriously  affeci   , 
the  commerce  of  the  country,  in  which  ervjcliii 
of  our  citizens,  whether  immediately  engaged  in    i 
commercial  pursuits  or  not,  is  deeply  iniaested, 
it  would,  at  the  same  time,  afford  |>rotectioa  and 
encouragement  to  some  of  the  most  importaat 
branches  of  domestic  manufactures;   those  for 
which  we  possess  an  abundance  of  the  raw  ma- 
terial, or  the  capacity  for  producing  them  to  aoy 
extent.     But,  more  especially,  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  because,  to  me  it  seems  manifest  that  it 
would  strongly  tend  to  relieve  the  embarrassments, 
and  promote  the  prosperity  of  that  class  which 
embraces  within  its  scope  the  great  body  of  the 
active  male  population  of  the  country,  (I  mean 
the  agriculturists,)  by  creating  a  home  market  for 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  surplus  prodoctions 
of  the  soil,  which  the  European  nations,  at  len^ 
released  from  the  calamities  of  war,  can  foroish 
for  themselves,  and  which  (with  the  exception 
principally  of  rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco)  they, 
therefore,  do  not  receive  in  exchange  for  their 
fabrics,  with  which  our  markets  are  glutted  by 
them,  bey[ond  the  measure  of  our  ability  to  pay ; 
thus  making  us  their  debtors  to  a  fearful  amounV 
paralyzing  the  national  industry,  and  prostrating 
the  independence  of  the  country. 

The  encouragement  of  the  manufacture  of  wool 
alone,  by  some  proper  provbions,  could  not,  I  think, 
fail  to  be  beneficial  to  the  American  farmer,  by  ena- 
blin|[  him  profitably  to  stock  his  otherwise  unpro- 
ductive waste  lands  with  sheep,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  employment  which  it,  together  with  the  encou- 
ragement of  other  of  the  more  important  branches 
of  manufactures,  would  furnish  to  many  of  out 
citizens,  now  stru||[fi[ling  with  want,  and  of  the 
manufacturing  sktU  and  capital  which  would 
probably  be  attracted  by  them  from  countries  be- 
yond the  Atlantic.  I  cannot  a^ree  with  those 
gentlemen  .  who  entertain  the  opinion,  that  the 
considerations  which   have  been  urged    by  the 
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frieods  of  the  national  industry,  in  favor  of  the 
policy  of  protecting  and  encouraging  it  by  legis- 
iafive  enactments,  and  of  its  tendency  to  advance 
ibe  independence  of  the  country,  are  mere  idle 
declamation. 

In  one  sense  it  is  true,  sir,  we  are  already  inde- 
pendent There  is  no  power  on  earth  that  has 
(he  right  to  control  us  but  ourselves.  Thanks  be 
to  God.  and  to  the  virtue  and  valor  of  our  fathers, 
we  no  longer  owe  allegiance  to  any  foreign  Gov- 
ernment; but,  as  free  and  independent  States, 
hare  full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  con- 
tract alliances,  establbh  commerce,  and  to  do  all 
other  acts  and  things  which  independent  States 
majr  of  right  do.  Yet,  sir,  I  have  been  induced  to 
believe  there  is  some  soundness  in  the  position, 
that  no  nation  can  be  really  and  practically  inde- 
pendent without  the  ability  to  furnish,  from  her 
own  internal  resources,  not  every  article,  the  con- 
sumption of  which  either  habit  or  caprice  may 
have  rendered  in  a  degree  necessary  or  desirable, 
hut  the  essential  articles  of  food,  of  clothing,  and 
the  means  of  defence.  It  has  been  asserted  that, 
daring  the  late  war,  our  Government  was  com- 
pelled, by  the  necessity  of  our  situation,  to  b^  a 
litde  blind  to  the  practice  of  smuggling,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  means  of  clothing  our  gallant  sol- 
diers, who  were  engaged  in  fighting  the  battles  of 
our  country  in  the  neld. 

1  readily  admit,  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  in  attempt- 
ing to  anticipate  the  effects  likely  to  result  from 
the  proTisions  of  the  bill  before  us,  my  conclusions 
may  be  erroneous.  But,  having  exercised  my  best 
judgment  in  relation  to  the  probable  consequences 
of  those  provisions,  and  havmg  heard  the  opinions 
of  some  gentlemen,  whose  discernment  and  expe- 
rience are  entitled  to  confidence,  i  do  not  antici- 
pate that  a  diminution  of  the  revenue  will  be 
ibond  among  their  number  to  induce  the  necessity 
of  resorting  to  a  system  of  direct  taxation  to  sup- 
ply the  deneieney.  When  direct  taxation  shall 
come  upon  as,  it  will  not,  I  think,  be  the  result  of 
the  provisions  of  this  bill.  On  the  contrary,  I  en- 
tertain a  confident  hope  and  belief— 4in  opinion,  if 
you  please — (for  it  cannot  be  ascertained  by  pre- 
cise ealeulattooy)  that  the  revenue  will,  under  its 
operation,  be  at  least  as  great  in  amount  as  it  is 
likely  to  be  in  the  event  of  the  rejection  of  the  bill, 
and  that  the  diminution  which  might  otherwise 
ensoe,  in  consequence  of  a  decreased  amount  of 
inipons,  if  that  shall  be  found  among  its  effects^ 
will  be  amply  supplied  by  the  increased  rates  of 
some  of  the  duties  proposed.  Not  intending  to 
detain  the  Committee  by  an  examination  of  all 
the  pnocipai  items  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  their 
effect  opon  the  revenue,  I  be^  leave,  in  reference 
to  this  part  of  the  subject,  briefly  to  advert  to  one 
or  two  of  them.  Silks  are  principally  consumed 
by  the  more  wealthy  classes  of  tbe  community. 
The  value  of  this  article,  imported  into  the  United 
States  during  the  year  which  ended  on  the  30th 
September,  1823,  (as  appears  by  the  last  report 
from  the  Treasury  Department,  of  the  commerce 
aod  navigation  of  the  United  States.)  was  up- 
wards of  six  BEiillions  and  a  half  of  dollars.  The 
bill  proposes  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  silks,  from 


fifteen  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem ;  and 
as  it  may,  I  think,  be  fairly  assumed  that  the  ad- 
ditional duty  of  ten  per  cent,  will  not  materially 
diminish  the  consumption,  the  revenue  will  be  ben- 
efited, and  the  burden  (if  any)  will  fall,  not  on 
the  poor,  but  on  the  more  wealthy  classes  of  the 
community.  The  same  observations  may  be  ap- 
plied to  fine  linens,  and  other  items  contaiaed  m 
the  bill. 

If,  Mr.  Chairman,  Congress  shall  continue  to 
withhold  from  the  industry  of  this  nation  a  due 
portion  of  that  protection  which  the  qiost  enlight- 
ened and  prosperous  nations  of  the  European  world 
have  thrown  around  their  own,  insteacf  of  alarm- 
ing ourselves  at  the  spectre  of  direct  taxation,  sup- 
pc»ed  to  lie  in  ambush  behind  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  will  it  not,  I  ask,  become  us  to  ^*  gird  up 
our  loins,"  and  prepare  to  wield  the  burden  witn 
what  grace  we  can  ?  We  were  told  by  a  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that  the  estimated  amount  of  the  revenue  for  the 
current  year  is  less,  by  about  two  millions  of  dol* 
lars,  than  was  the  revenue  of  the  preceding  vear. 
To  what  cause  is  this  falling  off  to  be  ascribed  7 
It  cannot  well  be  attributed  to  Tariff  legislation, 
seeing  that  the  Tariff  has  not  been  revised  since 
the  year  1816.  I  know  it  has  been  ascribed  to  the 
fluctuations  of  trade,  and  we  are  told  that  the  rev- 
enue of  one  year  cannot  be  expected  to  be  pre- 
cisely the  same,  in  amount,  with  that  of  anotner. 
It  may,  perhaps,  be  owing  to  this  cause,  but  I  fear 
that  tne  diminution  is  cniefly  to  be  attributed  to 
a  cause  of  deeper  interest  to  us  than  the  accidental 
fluctuation  of  trade;  I  mean,  a  decreased  ability 
of  the  nation  to  pay  for  and  consume  articles  of 
foreign  (N'oduction,  on  the  consumption  of  which 
the  revenue  principally  apses. 

If  the  abiltty  of  this  nation  to  contribute  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
pay  for  and  consume  merchandise  imported  from 
abroad,  is  gradually  lessening  under  the  operation 
of  our  present  course  of  policy,  (as  I  believe  the 
fact  to  be,)  the  revenue  wnich  depends  upon  con- 
sumption must  likewise  decrease ;  and  as  the  wants 
of  this,  like  those  of  every  other  Government,  are 
imperious,  and  must  be  supplied,  internal  taxation 
would  seem  to  be  the  necessary  final  conseqaenee. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  wealth  and  proeperity  of 
the  nation  shall  be  increased,  by  the  encourage- 
ment of  national  industry,  (as  I  doubt  not  they 
would  be,)  her  ability  to  purchase  and  consume 
imported  commodities,  sucn  as  cannot  be  produced 
in  sufficient  quantities  at  home,  will  also  be  in* 
creased,  to  the  advantage  of  the  revenue ;  and  if 
internal  taxation,  in  any  shape,  should  then  be- 
come necessary,  in  consequence  of  extraordinary 
occurrences,  the  burden  will  be  lighter,  in  propor- 
tion to  our  increased  ability  to  endure  it. 

Is  it  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  deplorable  as  it  is 
true,  that  we  have  for  years  escaped  the  clutches 
of  tne  tax  gatherer,  by  the  expedient  of  loans,  to 
which  we  have  been  compelled  by  our  necessities 
to  resort,  for  the  humiliating  purpose  of  enabling 
the  Government  of  this  young  and  enterprising 
nation,  occupying  a  country  on  which  nature  has 
shed  her  bounties  with  a  lavish  land,  to  defray  iu 
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ezpeDditures ;  and  that,  too,  during  a  period  of 
profound  peace,  and  when  oar  military  and  naval 
force  has  been  reduced  to  the  level  of  a  peace  es- 
tablishment ? 

It  is  said  that  the  condition  of  the  country  does 
not  require  the  species  of  legislation  contained  in 
this  bill ;  that  the  country  is  now  in  a  prosperous 
situation ;  that  of  late  the  revenue  has  improved, 
and  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition;  and  that 
there  is  a  considerable  surplus  balance  in  the 
Treasury. 

In  relation  to  the  balance  in  the  Treasury,  the 
fact  is  as  has  been  asserted.  But  have  we  sub- 
stantial reason  to  believe  that  this  state  of  things 
will  continue  ?  Does  the  present  condition  of  the 
Treasury  afford  conclusive  evidence  of  the  gene- 
ral prosperity  of  the  country  ?  Is  it  not  true  that, 
under  a  sptem  like  ourHj  which  derives  its  reve- 
nue principally  from  duties  collected  on  imports 
from  abroad,  the  Treasury  may  flourish  for  a  short 
and  delusive  period,  by  the  very  means  which  are 
gradually  exhausting  the  resources,  and  under- 
mining the  prosperity  of  the  country  ? 

The  hectic  flush  that  mantles  the  cheek  of  the 
invalid,  may  resemble  the  vivid  glow  of  health ; 
but  it  serves,  in  reality,  only  to  indicate  the  secret 
disease  which  corrodes  within,  and  gradually  ex- 
hausts the  vital  powers.  If,  Mr.  Chairman,  we 
improvidently  snffer  ourselves  "  to  live  beyond  onr 
means ;"  if  we  annually  purchase  articles  of  foreign 
production,  greater  in  amount  than  the  amount  of 
oiir  current  resources,  as  I  have  been  induced  to 
believe  is  the  case  with  us:  even  this  state  of 
things  may  endure,  perhaps,  for  a  series  of  years, 
and  for  the  time  the  Treasury  may  be  replenish- 
ed ;  but  shall  we  not,  by  such  means,  be  gradually 
exhausting  our  capital,  accumulated  in  more  pros- 
perous times,  and  sinking  into  debt?  I  think  we 
shall.  These  ills,  it  is  admitted,  may  ultimately 
find  their  own  remedy,  and  regulate  themselves; 
but  not,  I  fear,  until  we  shall  have  been  taught  the 
error  of  our  ways  in  the  school  of  dear-bought  ex- 
perience, and  suffered  under  the  lash  of  protracted 
adversity. 

I  do  not  pretend,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  be  very  con- 
versant with  the  works  of  European  writers  on 
the  subject  of  national  economy ;  it  is  said,  how- 
ever, that  all  those  of  good  repute  among  them, 
who  have  written  within  the  last  twenty  years, 
have  uniformly  condemned  the  policy  proposed 
by  the  bill  upon  your  table ;  and  yet,  sir,  we  know 
that,  while  tne  Efuropean  nations  are  exporting  for 
our  use  the  theories  of  political  economy  recom- 
mended in  the  books  of  their  writers,  the  wise, 
the  sagacious,  the  experienced  statesmen  of  those 
very  nations,  ace  practising  upon  different  princi- 
ples at  home — the  principles  involved  in  this  bill. 

Such  is  the  case  with  nations  under  almost 
every  variety  of  circumstances.  Such  is  the  case 
with  England,  possessed  of  numerous  colonies, 
and  with  Prussia,  having  none.  Such  is  the  case 
with  Russia,  having,  like  ourselves,  a  sparse  pop- 
ulation, and  an  almost  boundless  extent  of  uncul- 
tivated territory,  and  ^omitting  the  mention  of 
others)  such  was  the  policy  adopted  by  Spain,  at 
the  era  of  her  short-lived  political  regeneration. 


It  has  been  said.  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  princi- 
ples of  our  Government,  the  genius  of  our  institu- 
tions, and  the  character  of  our  population,  are  so 
widely  different  from  those  of  the  European  na- 
tions, that  their  example  furnishes  not  a  fit  model 
for  our  imitation.    In  relation  to  their  forms  and 
principles  of  Government;  their  wars,  generated 
by  avarice  or  ambition,  and  followed  by  their  train 
of  never-failing  evils ;  their  prodigal  expenditures 
profusely  lavished  upon  objects  unconnected  with 
the  welfare  of  the  State;  I  agree  that  their  exam- 
ple is  contagious,  and  ought  studiously  to  be  shun- 
ned.    Bur,  while  intent  on  avoiding  the  evil,  it 
would  be  unwise  if  we  should  refuse  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  lights  of  their  experience,  or  disdain 
to  imitate  them  in  the  practice  of  those  principle^ 
of  political  economy,  which  their  experieDce  has 
demonstrated  to  be  sound,  and  by  the  influence  of 
their  salutary  operation  at  least  greatly  instrumen- 
tal in  redeeming,  within  the  compass  of  a  com- 
paratively short  period,  the  desolating  effects  of 
the  wars  and  calamities  of  many  years.     la  this 
we  should  not  disdain  to  imitate  them.    Rome,  in 
the  plenitude  of  her  ix>wer,  when  she  stood  the 
triumphant  mistress  of^  the  world,  did  not  disdain 
to  stoop  from  the  eminence  on  which  she  stood,  to 
take  lessons  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  learn 
wisdom  from  the  nations  she  had  subdued. 

I  confess,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  unable  to  com- 
prehend how  it  can  happen,  that  the  course  which 
the  experience  of  other  nations  has  for  ages  ap- 
proved, which  has  had  at  least  a  principal  agency 
in  enabling  them  to  endure  the  enormous  burdens 
of  taxation  to  which  they  have  been  subjected — 
if  not  in  conducting  them  to  power  and  wealth — 
is  to  prove  ruinous  and  destructive  to  us.  At  all 
events,  I  am  unwilling  to  abandon  the  safe  and 
beaten  path  which  the  finger  of  experience  has 
pointed  out,  to  pursue  the  Sieories  of  speculative 
foreigii  writers,  whose  doctrines  and  opioions  are 
at  variance,  not  only  with  the  practice  of  their 
own  Gk>vemments,  but  also  with  the  priuciples 
inculcated  by  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  most  distin- 
guished of  our  earlier  statesmen. 

The  opinion  of  Say,  Ricardo,  Lowe,  and  others, 
having  been  arrayed  against  the  policy  of  the  bill 
before  us,  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be  deemed  useless 
to  direct  our  attention,  for  a  few  moraeDts,  to  the 
writings  of  American  statesmen,  whose  opinions 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  regard  with  defers 
ence,  and  who  were  possessed  of  the  important 
advantages  of  an  intimate  acquaintance  -with  the 
condition  and  circumstances  of  our  country,  and 
the  genius  and  character  of  its  inhabitants.  The 
opinion  of  Alexander  Hamilton  is  well  known  to 
have  been  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  af- 
fording protection  and  encouragement  to  domestic 
manufactures,  and  it  will  not  be  denied,  even  by 
those  who  were  politically  opposed  to  him,  that; 
he  possessed  a  most  powerful  and  discriminating 
mind. 

We  have  been  told  by  this  statesman,  <<  that 
'  the  uniform  appearance  of  an  abundant  specie. 
^  as  the  concomitant  of  a  flourishing  state  of  man^ 
'  ufactures,  and  of  the  reverse,  where  they  do  not 
<  prevail,  afford  a  strong  presumption  of  their  fa^ 
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'  rorable  opera tioa  on  the  wealth  of  a  country ;" 
that;  "not  oaly  the  wealth,  but  the  independence 
'  aod  security  of  a  country,  appear  to  be  mate- 
'rially  conDected  with  the  prosperity  of  manufac- 
'tures;  and  that  every  nation,  with  a  view  to 
'  these  great  objects,  ought  to  endeavor  to  possess, 
'  within  itselfy  all  the  essentials  of  national  sup- 
'  ply,  which  comprise  the  means  of  subsistence, 
'  habitation,  clothing,  and  defence." 

I  find,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  works  of  the  same 
dibtingoished  individual,  certain  passages,  con- 
nected with  the  subject  of  the  present  discussion, 
embracing  opinions  so  strongly  verified  by  the  ex- 
perience of  this  nation^  and  so  clearly  descriptive 
of  the  advantages  which  the  friends  of  the  bill 
anticipate  as  likely  to  result  from  it,  in  favor  of  the 
agricoltural  class  of  the  community,  that  I  beg 
leare  to  recall  them  to  the  recollection  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

'^ There  appear,"  says  he,  ^'strong  reasons  for 
'  regarding  the  foreign  demand  for  the  surplus  of 
'  American  productions,  as  too  uncertain  a  reli- 
'  aoce,  and  to  desire  a  substitute  for  it  in  a  domes- 
'  tic  market.  The  restrictive  regulations  which, 
'  in  a  foreign  market,  abridge  the  vent  for  the  in- 
'  creasing  surplus  of  our  agricultural  productions, 
'  serre  to  beget  a  desire  that  a  more  extensive  de- 
'  mand  for  that  sarnlus  be  created  at  home.  To 
'  secare  such  a  market,  there  is  no  other  expedient 

*  than  to  promote  manufacturing  establishments. 
^  Manufacturers,  who  constitute  the  most  numer- 
'  ous  chuB,  after  the  cultivators  of  the  land,  are, 
'  for  that  reason,  the  principal  consumers  of  the 

*  surplus  of  their  labor."  "  This  idea  of  an  ex- 
'  tensive  domestic  market,  for  the  surplus  produce 

'  of  the  soil,  is  of  the  first  consequence.    It  is,  of 
all  things^  that  which  most  efiectually  conduces 
'  to  a  flourishing  state  of  agriculture." 

Mr.  Jefierson,  in  treating  of  the  subject  of  duties 
on  foreign  productions,  and  particularly  those  of 
the  nations  who  impose  high  duties  upon,  or  ex- 
dude  onr  own,  has  said,  "that  such  duties,  having 
'  the  efiect  of  indirect  encouragement  to  domestic 
'  manofactures  of  the  same  kind,  may  induce  the 
manofacturer  to  come  into  these  States;"  and 
that  "the  oppression  of  our  agriculture  in  foreign 
'  parts,  would  thus  be  made  the  occasion  of  reliev- 
'  log  it  from  a  dependence  on  the  counsels  and 
'  condoct  of  others,  and  of  promoting  arts,  manu- 
^  factores,  and  population,  at  home."  "  To  be  in- 
'  dependent  of  the  comforts  of  life,"  says  this  il- 
la«trions statesman,  (who  certainly  was  not  tainted 
with  British  prejudices,)  "we must  fabricate  them 

*  ourselves.  We  must  now  place  the  manufacturer 
'  by  the  side  of  the  agriculturist.  Experience  has 
'  taught  me,  that  manufactures  are  as  necessary 
'  to  our  independence  as  to  our  comfort" 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  has  ex- 
pressly recommended  "  a  review  of  the  Tarifi*,  for 
'  the  purpose  of  afibrding  additional  protection  to 
'  the  articles  which  we  are  prepared  to  manufac- 

*  tore,  or  which  are  more  immediately  connected 
'  with  the  defence  and  independence  of  the  coun- 
'  try." 

In  venturing,  Mr.  Chairman  to  express  the 
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opinion  which  I  entertain,  th^t  it  is  the  interest  ot 
the  growers  of  cotton — that  most  important  arti- 
cle of  our  produce — to  encourage  its  domestic  con- 
sumption, I  may  be  told  that  the  planters  them- 
selves, with  a  better  understanding  of  their  own 
particular  interests  than  I  perhaps  can  lay  claim 
to,  and  having  a  market  abroad,  are  averse  to  the 
policy  hy  which  that  object  might  be  accomplished. 
But,  what  is  the  state  of  the  foreign  market  for 
this  staple?  Is  it  not  true,  that  while  the  demand 
for  it  has  increased  in  the  European  markets,  the 
price  of  American  cotton  has  declined  within  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  to  less  than  eight  pence  ster- 
ling a  pound ;  and  that  a  still  further  decline  (not- 
withstanding occasional  variations  of  price)  is 
seriously  to  he  apprehended  ?  I  believe  the  facta 
are  so.  This  eneet,  it  is  presumed,  has  been  pro- 
duced by  the  overstocking  of  the  markets,  occa- 
sion^, in  part,  by  the  increased  amount  produced 
in  and  exported  trum  our  country,  and,  in  part,  by 
the  increased  quantities  with  which  the  European 
markets  are  supplied  from  the  East  and  West  In- 
dies, from  Egypt,  and  the  Brazils.  By  a  state- 
ment said  to  be  derived  from  the  Liverpool  mer- 
chants, it  appears  that  the  imports  of  cotton  from 
the  latter  country  into  Great  Britain,  for  the  last 
six  years,  were — 

In  1818 180,157  bales. 

1819 165,130    " 

1820 179,805    « 

1821 121,777    « 

1822 144,168    " 

1823 148,614    ** 

The  imports  from  the  East  Indies,  during  the 
same  period,  are  stated  as  follows: 

In  1818 245,672  bales. 

1819 184,633  « 

1820 57,183    « 

1821 30,095    « 

1822 19,263    " 

1823 38,393  « 

From  the  West  Indies,  dbc.,  during  the  same 
period — 

In  1818 56,177  bales. 

1819 30,339    « 

1820 31,576    « 

1821 37,886    « 

1822 39,876    " 

1823 33,262    " 

E^ypt,  under  the  auspices  of  her  present  en- 
terprising Pacha,  is  becoming  a  cotton-growine 
country.  Her  soil  and  climate  are  well  adapted 
to  its  cultivation.  By  commercial  letters  lately 
received  in  this  country,  and  published  in  our  ^- 
zettes,  it  appears  that  Egyptian  cotton,  in  consid- 
siderable  quantities,  has  already  found  its  way  to 
the  European  markets,  where  it  is  said  to  be  com- 
ing into  successful  competition  with  our  cottons  of 
the  Sea  Islands  and  of  New  Orleans.  One  of  the 
letters  alluded  to,  (written  from  Marseilles  to  the 
editor  of  the  Paris  Journal  du  Commerce,  and 
dated  in  December,  1823,)  holds  the  following 
language: 

**  It  is  now  four  y«an  since  M.  Jumel,  a  French- 
man, conceived  Uie  idea  of  introducing  the  cotton 
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plant  into  Egypt  from  Brazil.  The  experiment  com- 
pletely lacceeded.  The  Pacha  ordered  the  plants  to 
be  propagated  aa  faat  aa  poaaible,  and  upon  the  moat 
eiteniive  scale.  In  the  aecond  year  the  culture  pro- 
duced nearly  100,000  killogrammea,  (820,000  Iba.,)  in 
the  third  year  twenty  timea  aa  much,  and  now,  in  the 
fourth  year,  at  the  moment  of  my  writing,  there  are 
in  the  Lazaretto  of  Maraeillea  4,000  balea,  equal  to 
600,000  killogrammes,  which  are  ready  for  the  manu- 
facturer. The  Lazarettoea  of  Leghorn  and  Trieste 
contain  about  the  same  quantity  we  have  here ;  and 
letters  of  the  highest  authority  say  that  the  entire 
crop  will  exceed  5,000,000  killogrammes,  (about  40,000 
bales.)  We  can  place  no  limits  to  the  future  increase 
of  this  plant ;  the  Pacha  has  it  cultivated  high  up  the 
Nile." 

<*The  quality  of  this  cotton,  which  is  of  the  long 
staple  kind,  is  excellent ;  when  it  obtaina  a  little  more 
wbiteneas  in  color,  and  is  better  handled,  it  will  en- 
tirely supersede  Louisiana  and  Pemambnco  cottons. 
It  b  probable  that  our  manufacturers  will  give  it  the 
preference,  more  especially  on  account  of  the  low  price 
to  which  the  abundant  crops  will  reduce  it.  what 
will  be  the  effect  of  thia  upon  our  commercial  relations 
with  the  United  States  1" 

It  is,  I  think,  fairly  to  be  presumed  that  Mexico, 
and  the  vast  and  fertile  regions  which  composed 
the  late  Spanish  colonies  in  South  America,  will, 
at  no  distant  period,  produce  cotton  in  great  abun- 
dance ;  and  tnat  Europe  will^  without  regard  to 
our  course  of  legislation,  receive  from  these,  and 
other  foreign  sources,  lar^e  quotas  of  her  supply. 
The  consequence  in  relation  to  the  United  States 
is  obvious.  If,  then,  the  foreign  market  for  our 
cotton  is  deteriorating,  in  consequence  of  causes 
which  it  is'impossibleforus  to  control,  and  which 
seem  to  partake  of  a  permanent  character,  I  ask 
the  representatives  of  the  cotton-growing  States, 
(and  1  do  so  with  all  the  diffidence  which  be- 
comes me,)  whether  it  is  not  their  true  interest  to 
lend  their  influence  in  favor  of  a  policy  which 
must  result  in  an  increased  consumption  of  the  ar- 
ticle at  home? 

As  to  the  present  extent  of  the  domestic  market 
for  our  cotton,  I  have  not  been  fortunate  enough 
to  obtain  a  statement,  which  is  entirely  satisfac- 
tory to  myself.  The  quantity  used  in  our  manu- 
facturing establishments  has  been  variously  stated. 
The  annual  domestic  consumption  of  this  great 
staple  of  the  South,  may  probably  amount  to  about 
30,000.000.  The  town  of  Paterson,  in  New  Jer- 
sey, wnich  contains  twelre  cotton  mills,  and  about 
18,000  spindles,  has  manufactured  (according  to 
information  furnished  me  by  gentlemen  of  intelli- 
gence residing  there)  1,200,000  pounds  a  year,  for 
the  manufacture  of  which  the  annual  sum  of  anout 
$250,000  has  been  paid  in  wages. 

In  connexion  with  this  part  of  the  subject,  I 
take  occasion  to  remark,  that,  among  the  effects 
which,  in  my  judgment  are  likely  to  result  from 
the  policy  or  the  bill  before  us,  may  be  numbered 
the  acquisition  of  a  new  foreign  market  for  our 
cotton — not  as  a  raw  material,  but  in  manufac- 
tured form,  and  that  in  regions  well  adapted,  by 
the  nature  of  their  own  soil  and  climate,  for  its 
abundant  production.  I  mean  those  interesting 
countries  on  the  continent  of  South  America,  now 


happily  released,  by  the  achievement  of  their  in- 
depenaence,  from  the  domination  of  Spain  ;  and 
from  the  shackles,  for  centuries  imposed  upon  them 
by  her  jealous  policy,  which  crushed  the  spirit  of 
their  industry,  and  sought  to  confine  their  com- 
merce to  herself  alone.  These  countries  are  just 
beginning  to  breathe,  after  the  calamities  of  a  pro- 
tracted and  sanguinary  war ;  the  bird  of  peace  h 
scarcely  yet  seen  to  hover  over  its  subsiding  bil- 
lows :  their  civil  institutions  are  yet  to  be  per- 
fected and  consolidated,  and  a  series  of  years  must 
necessarily  elapse  before  they  can  become,  to  any 
considerable  extent,  manufacturing  nations.    The 

Erinciples  and  forms  of  government  which  they 
ave  adopted,  are  congenial  to  our  own ;  we  were 
the  first  to  acknowledge  their  independence,  and 
it  is  reasonable  to  presume  that  we  shall  stand 
with  them  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  na- 
tions, in  relation  to  commercial  intercourse. 

An  apprehension  seems  to  be  entertained  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  the  manu- 
facturers will  be  enabled,  by  the  monopoly  which 
it  is  supposed  will  be  secured  to  them,  to  exact 
from  the  ffood  people  of  this  Union  exorbitant 
prices  for  their  productions. 

This  apprehension,  I  feel  confident,  can  never 
be  realizM.  The  true  interest  and  the  policy  of 
the  manufacturers  alike  forbid  it ;  and,  if  thl^  were 
otherwise,  it  will  not  be  in  their  power  to  extor- 
tionate. They  are  charged  with  having  done  so 
during  the  late  war,  when  foreign  importations 
had,  in  a  great  measure,  ceased ;  but  it  cannot  be 
difficult,  I  think,  to  show  that  this  charge  had  its 
orijBin  in  error. 

The  price  of  an  article  will,  in  general,  depend 
upon  its  quantity  in  the  market  cornered  with  the 
extent  of  the  demand  for  it.   If,  durine  the  period 
alluded  to,  our  manufacturing  establishments  had 
been  annihilated,  the  supply  of  manufactured  ar- 
ticles would  have  been  greatly  diminished,  and 
the  prices  proportionably  enhanced;  the  domes- 
tic supply,  therefore,  operated  to  keep  the  prices 
in  check,  and  probably  benefited  the  people  of 
this  Union  to  the  amount  of  many  millions. 
Experience,  I  believe,  will  warrant  the  assertion, 
that  protection  to  the  domestic  manufacture  of  an 
article  has  generally,  if  not  invariably,  had  the 
effect  of  producing  it,  abundant  in  quantity,  im- 
proved in  quality,  and,  as  the  result  of  competition 
among  the  manufacturers  themselves,  reduced  in 
price.     As  examples  of  this  result,  the  articles  of 
coarse  cottons  and  cut  nails  have  been  frequently 
adduced.  The  article  called  plains,  or  negro  cloth, 
which  is  principally  used,  in  the  South,  may  be 
added.    The  European  article,  composed  of  wool, 
was  formerly  sold  at  seventy-five  cents  a  yard. 
The  American  manufacturer  produced  the  ncffro 
cloth,  of  cotton  and  wool,  and  foreign  plains  fell 
to  twenty-five  cents.    The  American  article,  su* 
perior  to  the  foreign,  may,  at  this  day,  be  purchased 
(as  I  am  informed)  for  twenty-eight  cents  the 
yard^  though  the  planters  of  the  South  are  proba- 
oly  m  the  habit  of  paying  a  higher  price,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  profits  accumulated  upon  it,  by 
successive  dealers,  through  whose  hands  it  passes 
to  them. 
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The  gfrowers  of  cotton  and  tobacco  hare,  at  this 
time,  I  believe,  the  monopoly  of  the  domestic 
market  for  those  articles.  Not  a  spindle  nor  a 
ffauttie  in  the  cotton  manufacturing  establishments 
of  the  North  can  be  put  into  operation,  without 
the  raw  material,  the  cotton  of  the  South.  Of 
this  I  do  oot  complain,  nor  have  I  learned  that 
extortion  has  ever  been  practised  by  the  South  in 
coosequeoce  of  it ;  on  the  contrary,  I  rejoice  that 
oQr  own  country  can  furnish  our  own  supply  of 
these  important  articles ;  that  we  are  not  depen- 
dent on  tbreign  nations  for  them,  and  that  a  very 
nnmeroas  and  respectable  portion  of  our  popula- 
latioo  is  benefited  by  their  production. 

It  was  my  intention,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  have 
presented  other  views  oi  the  subject,  and  to  hare 
attempted  a  reply  to  several  of  the  cnarffes  which 
hare  been  exhibited  against  the  principles  of  the 
hill  now  *<  upon  the  country"  for  its  trial ;  but  its 
more  able  aavocates  who  nave  preceded  me  in 
the  debate  having  rendered  the  attempt,  in  a  great 
degree,  annecessary,  I  will  briefly  notice  a  few  of 
them. 

It  has  been  objected  that,  by  the  passaffe  of  the 
hill,  we  shall  commit  a  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tioD  of  the  Union,  which  we  are  bound,  by  our 
doty,  and  our  highest  interest  as  citizens,  as  well 
IS  by  oor  official  ^  oaths,  to  maintain  inviolate. 
This  objection  bears  an  aspect  of  the  most  formi- 
dable character.  Its  effort  is  to  lay  the  axe  at 
once  to  the  root  of  the  bill  before  us,  and  to  effect, 
not  only  its  destruction,  but,  so  long  as  the  Con- 
stitution thall  remain  unaltered,  to  deny  to  the 
General  Government  the  power  of  protecting  the 
lodostfy  of  the  country,  by  similar  legislative 
enactments,  at  any  future  period.  If,  however. 
tills  objection  be  well  founded,  it  merit),  beyond 
all  dispute,  the  attainment  of  its  object.  The  sup- 
posed violation,  if  I  have  correctly  comprehended 
Its  natnre,  is  to  consist,  not  so  much  in  overt  act 
as  in  intention.  You  may^  i^^J^^  the  objection) 
constitQtionallv  pass  a  bill  imposing  duties  on  im- 
potts,  providea  it  be  done  with  the  sole  view  and 
intention  of  raising  a  revenue;  but,  if  you  in- 
teod  by  its  enactment  to  protect  and  encourage 
ihe  industry  of  the  country,  and  impose  duties 
adequate  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  end,  the 
^hole  character  of  the  act  is  changed,  and  it 
degenerates  into  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution. 

Tbb  mode  of  interpreting  the  Constitution,  in 
mj  judgment,  has  in  it  too  much  of  subtlety  and 
'efinement  to  be  just,  and  cannot  be  sustained  by 
<be  provisions  of  the  instrument  itself;  these  pro- 
visions tre  too  familiar  to  every  member  of  this 
C^ommitiee  to  need  a  recital.  It  is  not  the  inter- 
pretation practically  given  to  them  by  the  Con- 


part  ot  tbe  same  distingui 
Qen  who  bad  been  members  of  the  Convention 
*Hicb  gave  it  birth. 

The  preamble  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  in 
K»€  year  1790,  for  passing  duties  on  goocb,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
ftfen  to  the  act»of  1789  on  the  same  subject,  and 


informs  us  that  the  duties  imposed  by  the  latter 
act  were  laid,  not  for  the  purpose  of  revenue  alone, 
but  "for  the  discharge  or  the  debts  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  protection  and  encouragement  of 
domestic  manufactures."  If,  therefore,  the  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  contended  for  by  the 
opponents  of  the  bill,  be  correct,  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  1789,  for  the  purposes,  and  with  the  inten- 
tion which  it  distinctly  avows,  involved  in  it  a 
violation  of  the  charter  of  our  liberties,  and  we 
must  be  driven  to  a  conclusion  which  I  am  un- 
willing to  admit — ^that  that  venerable  Conffress. 
as  it  has  justly  been  termed,  did  not  comprdena 
the  true  meaning  and  construction  of  the  instru- 
ment, which  many  of  its  members  had  been  in- 
strumental in  framing. 

It  has  been  objected,  that  extensive  manufac- 
turing establishments  are  the  fruitful  nurseries  of 
vices  and  crimes ;  that  that  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion of  a  country,  which  *'  innales  their  pestilential 
atmosphere" — I  use  the  language  which  has  been 
used  in  this  House— feeble  and  decrepit  in  body, 
and  deformed  in  mind,  are  reduced  to  the  level  of 
slaves ;  that  they  are  unfit  to  breathe  the  pure  air 
of  freedom,  and  are  both  morally  and  physically 
incapable  of  defending  their  country  in  the  hour 
of  danger. 

This  picture  is  highly  colored,  and  would  prob- 
ablj  have  produced  an  impression  on  my  mind 
unntvorable  to  the  policy  of  the  bill,  had  I  not 
ayailed  myself  of  the  frequent  opportunities,  which 
circumstances  have  afforded,  or  seeing  ana  judg- 
ing for  myself. 

How  far  the  representation  may  be  applicable  • 
to  the  establishments  of  other  countries,  where  the 
principles  of  freedom  do  not  prevail ;  where  the 
debasing  influence  of  oppression  pervades  the  whole 
mass  of  the  population,  with  the  exception  of  the 
privileged  few ;  and  wnere  the  people  are  bowed 
down  beneath  a  weight  of  taxation,  I  pretend  not 
to  determine ;  but,  in  relation  to  the  establishment 
of  our  own  country,  so  far  as  my  observation  has 
extended,  it  is  erroneous. 

I  could  point  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the 
Ramapo  manufacturing  establishment  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  of  which  a  member  of  the  last  Con- 

fress  is  a  part  proprietor — ^to  establishments  at 
aterson,  in  New  Jersey^  and  others,  as  signal  re- 
futations of  this  objection.  Though  often  lan- 
guishing under  the  want  of  adequate  protection, 
to  mv  eye  they  have  not  presented  the  loathsome 
and  aisgusting  spectacle  of  disease  and  crime,  but 
the  pleasing  scene  of  well  regulated  industry. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  true,  sir,  that  some  ]X)rtion 
of  the  population,  employed  in  the  manufacturing 
establishments,  are  not  so  well  qualified  as  those 
whose  pursuits  have  rendered  them  more  hardy 
and  athletic,  to  wield  the  arms  of  the  warrior ;  but 
they  can,  and  will  perform  the  not  less  important 
ana  essential  service  of  clothing  him  in  the  field. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  greater  number  of  hands 
employed  in  our  cotton  manufacturing  establish- 
ments are  women  and  children ;  many  of  whom, 
doubtless,  would  otherwise  be  idle;  and  thus  be- 
come the  certain  victims  of  those  vices  which  idle- 
ness never  fails  to  generate. 
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The  objection  to  manufacturing  establishments, 
which  I  have  just  noticed,  would  apply,  with 
greater  force,  to  our  commercial  cities.  Amid  the 
Tast  variety  of  advantages  which  the  nation  de- 
rives from  them,  as  the  emporiums  of  our  com- 
merce ;  their  numerous  institutions  for  charitable 
and  benevolent  purposes,  and  for  the  promotion 
of  science  and  the  arts;  is  it  not  true,  that  they 
are  also  the  great  theatres  of  luxury,  eflfeminacy, 
and  disease,  and  may  I  not  add,  of  vices  and 
crimes ;  that  a  portion  of  their  population,  from 
the  nature  of  their  pursuits,  have  less  of  physical 
ability  to  bring  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  in 
the  hour  of  danger,  than  is  tp  be  found  among  the 
more  hardy  ana  intrepid  cultivators  of  the  soil? 
And  yet,  1  presume,  the  individual  is  hardly  to  be 
found  who  would  wish  to  check  the  growth  or 
mar  the  prosperity  of  our  cities. 

Finally,  Mr.  Chairman,  believing,  as  I  do,  that 
the  encoura^ment  of  domestic  manufactures  is 
our  true  policy ;  that  it  is  even  now  required  at  our 
hands,  bv  the  deliberate  wishes  and  expectations 
of  a  decided  majority  of  the  citizens  of  this  Union ; 
I  cannot  forego  the  hope  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  which  is  aimed  at  one 
of  the  most  important  provisions  of  the  bill,  will 
not  prevail ;  and  that  the  bill^  either  in  its  present 
form,  or  properly  modified,  without  destroying  the 
efficacy  of  its  character,  will  receive  every  neces- 
sary sanction,  and  become  a  law  of  the  land. 
When  Mr.  Cabsedt  had  taken  his  seat — 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Carteb,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  April  5. 

Mr.  KsNT  presented  a  memorial  of  divers  in- 
habitants of  tne  City  of  Washington,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  cbange  proposed  to  be  made  in  the 
system  of  government  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, by  the  Dill  now  pending  before  this  House, 
to  provide  for  the  government  of  the  District  of 
Columbia ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House  to  which  the  said  bill  is 
committed. 

Mr.  Cobb  presented  a  memorial  and  remon- 
strance of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  of  Georgia  in  General  Assem- 
bly met,  upon  the  subject  of  the  execution  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  of  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession  entered  into  between  the  United 
States  and  Georgia,  on  the  24th  April,  1802,  and 
asking  that  a  liberal  appropriation  may  be  made 
for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  all 
the  remaining  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  State 
of  Georgia^  and  that  Commissioners  may  be  ap- 
pointed, with  instructions,  in  every  event,  to  effect 
this  indispensable  object  by  a  proper  representa- 
tion to  toe  Indian  tribes  of  the  just  claims  of 
Georgia,  the  solemn  obligations  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  improvement  in  their  own  con- 
dition, which  will  result  from  their  acquiescence ; 
which  memorial  and  remonstrance  was  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  30th  ultimo, 
on  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  same  subject. 


Mr.  MooRfi,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Kentucky  institution  for  the 
tuition  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  praying  for  aid  to 
enable  them  to  fulfil  the  objects  of  their  incorpora- 
tion, which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  ; 
and  Mr.  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Sterling, 
Mr.  Tyson,  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Blair, 
Mr.  WiCKLiFPE,  and  Mr.  Long,  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
Cleves  Symmes  and  Thomas  S.  Hinds,  of  New- 
port, in  Kentucky,  praying  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  occupying  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  lying  between  the  Rocky  Mountains  and 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  suggesting  the  propriety 
of  incorporating  a  company  with  the  exclusive 
right  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  as  the  best  means 
to  effect  that  object ;  which  petition  was  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  occupying  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia, or  Oregon  river. 

Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill 
to  discontinue  certain  post  roads  and  to  establish 
others ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Warder  and  Brothers,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Fry  and  Spalding ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  MoLane,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed,  on  the  27th  of  February  last, 
"  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  to  compensate  the  friendly  Creek 
Indians  for  property  lost  and  destroyed  during 
the  late  war,"  made  a  report  adverse  to  the  mak- 
ing the  said  appropriation ;  which  report  ^was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLanb,  from  the  same  conomittee,  to 
whicli  were  referred  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  vear  1824,"  made  a  report 
thereon,  and  the  amendments  were  conunittcd  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States^ 
of  the  30th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  Indian  lands 
within  the  State  of  Greorgia,  by  leave  of  the 
House,  reported  a  bill  making  further  appropria- 
tions for  the  extinguishment  of  the  title  or  the 
Creek  Indians  to  lands  lying  within  the  State  of 
Georgia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  »  j 

Mr.  Tracy,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  what  further  legislative  provisions  are  fit  \ 
and  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  the  act  ot  Congress,  passed  March  3d,  1817, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  authorizing! 
the  payment  for  properly  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  while  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  passed 
the  9th  of  April,  1816,"  made  a  report,  in  detail^ 
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accompanied  by  a  bill  further  to  amend  the  said 
act ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  called  up  the 
coDsideratioQ  of  the  resolution  offered  by  him  some 
days  since,  for  fixing  the  time  of  the  adjournment 
of  this  House,  and  the  question  on  considering 
being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  votes  were,  yetLS 
94,  nays  90.  So  the  House  agreed  to  consider 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  "Mon- 
day, the  third  day  of  May,  1824." 

Mr.  Tod  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to  fill  the 
blank  with  the  20th  day  of  May. 

Mr.  Edwards  adverted  to  a  fact  which  occur- 
red at  the  last  session — that,  before  the  time  of 
fixing  the  day  of  adjournment,  but  few  acts  were 
passed,  while  afterwards  a  great  many,  and  of 
(he  most  important  character,  passed  the  House 
within  a  short  time. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB  made  some  explanations  in  reply 

to  Mr.  Bd WARDS. 

The  debate  was  superseded  by  the  Speaker 
passing  to  the  orders  ot  the  day. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Tohlinson  in  the  Chair,  on  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
making  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  Navy. 
The  first  question  was  on  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  striking  out  the  specification  of  the  items 
of  expenditure  of  the  fund  tor  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Navy. 

After  some  observations  by  Mr.  McLanb,  ex- 
planatorv  of  the  history  and  intention  of  this 
ciaoseofthe  bill,  the  House  resolved  to  disagree 
with  the  Senate  in  the  amendment  to  strike  out ; 
by  which  resolution^  they  retained  the  clause  of 
specifications,  (origmally  moved  in  the  lower 
House  by  Mr.  McL,) 

The  question  being  next  on  agreeing  to  the  Sen- 
ate's amendmenC  striking  out  the  sum  of  9180,000, 
(mored  in  the  House  by  Mr.  Cocke,)  and  rein- 
stating the  sum  of  S225,000,  (as  first  reported  by 
Che  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,) 

A  debate  occurred,  m  which  Messrs.  Forsyth, 
Randolph,  Cocke,  Warfield,  and  Flotd,  op- 
posed, and  Messrs.  McLanb  and  Fuller  advo- 
cated the  amendment — and  the  question  being 
put,  on  disagreeing  with  the  Senate,  it  was  car- 
ried, ayes  89,  noes  62 — so  the  House  refused  to 
reis^te  the  sum  of  $225,000,  and  left  the  blank 
filled  with  $ldO,000. 

The  next,  the  question  upon  the  Senate's  sec- 
ond amendment,  which  provides  for  a  small  pur- 
chase of  land  near  the  navy  yard,  at  Charlestown, 
Massachusetts,  was  agreed  to  with  the  following 
amendment,  proposed  by  Mr.  Ranoolph.  viz: 
adding  after  tne  word  "  purchase,"  ^*  by  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts." The  remaining  amendment  of  the  Senate 
was  agreed  to  without  debate — ^when  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  disagreement  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  first  amendment — 
its  agreement  to  the  second,  with  an  amendment, 
and  its  agreement  to  the  third. 


The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee,  and 
the  bill  was  returned  to  the  Senate. 
THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  House  then  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "  to 
amend  the  several  acts  laying  duties  on  imports," 
Mr.  CoNDicT  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  IsACKS  modified  his  motion  of  Saturday, 
for  striking  out  the  minimum  on  cottons,  so  as  to 
leave  the  present  minimum  untouched,  viz :  by 
inserting  25  cents  instead  of  35  cents,  as  the  min- 
imum valuation. 

Mr.  Carter,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  said, 
it  was  with  much  reluctance  he  had  prevailed  on 
himself,  at  this  advanced  stage  of  the  discussion, 
to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee.  The  length 
of  time  that  the  proposed  measure  had  been  the 
subject  of  inquiry  and  speculation,  not  only  within 
these  walls,  but  throughout  the  nation  ;  the  great 
talent  and  research  that  have  been  exhibited  upon 
its  diversified  bearings,  have  been  such  as  to  leave 
scarcely  any  thing  new  to  be  brought  to  the  dis- 
cussion. 

After  making  this  statement,  it  mieht  be  thought 
necessary  by  some  that  he  should  make  an  apology 
to  the  Committee  for  obtruding  upon  them  the  few 
remarks  which  he  proposed  to  make.  If  there 
were  any  who  entertained  such  an  opinion,  the 
only  and  the  best  excuse  which  he  could  ofier  them, 
would  be  found  in  the  peculiar  importance  of  the 
subject  to  the  whole  American  people,  and  the 
special  and  vital  interests  of  the  Southern  section 
of  this  Union,  which  it  was  apprehended  would 
be  injuriously  affected  by  its  operations. 

The  space  which  the  present  bill  covers,  the 
variety  of  items  which  it  embraces,  expose  it  to 
a  multitude  of  objections  of  different  aegrees  of 
force,  accord infi"  to  the  particular  provisions  which 
may  be  opposed.  And  I  confess  that  the  provision 
nf»w  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  is  freer  from  ob- 
jection than  some  other  provisions  of  the  bill.  But, 
as  gentlemen  who  have  supported,  as  well  as  those 
who  have  opposed  the  motion  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee, have  thought  it  a  fit  occasion  to  give  their 
general  views  of  tne  policy  of  the  whole  measure, 
Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  pardon 
him  for  imitating  their  example. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  a  wise  maxim 
of  legislation,  that  no  change  ought  to  be  made 
in  any  existing  law,  unless  the  reasons  for  that 
change  be  strong,  general,  and  evident.  Whether 
such  reasons  are  to  be  found  in  support  of  the  pro- 
posed measure,  I  appeal  to  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  best  interests  of  this  Republic,  and  its 
present  actual  condition,  to  say.  Will  any  one 
pretend  to  assert  that  there  has  been  so  universal 
and  unequivocal  an  expression  of  public  opinion 
on  this  subject  as  to  leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  its 
being  the  nation's  will?  True  it  is,  sir,  that  loud 
and  importunate  complaints  have  reached  us  from 
various  quarters  of  the  country.  From  one  quar- 
ter we  hear  a  pressing  outcry  for  protection  to  the 
manufacturers  of  wool,  and  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  growth  of  the  raw  material  at  home;  from 
another  quarter  we  are  importuned  to  assist  the 
petitioners  in  their  unequal  competition  with  the 
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manufacturers  of  glass  ware  from  abroad ;  from  a 
third  quarter  we  are  told  that  the  growers  and 
manufacturers  of  hemp  are  laboring  under  the 
most  unpardonable  neg[lect  of  Goyernment,  and 
that,  in  consequence  ot  it,  industry  is  languishing, 
and  capital  unemployed.  Thus  it  is,  that  all  these 
rarious  and  distinct  interests,  scattered  over  an 
immense  face  of  country,  are  simultaneously  put- 
ting forth  their  complaints  and  collectively  produce 
a  deep  tone  of  remonstrance.  Each  one  is  stimu- 
lated by  a  belief  that  theirs  is  a  case  of  peculiar 
hardship,  requiring  the  special  interposition  of 
Congress.  But  to  any  one  who  will  attentively 
examine  the  sources  from  which  these  complaints 
come,  the  task  cannot  be  a  difficult  one  of  ascer- 
taining the  true  weight  to  which  they  are  entitled. 
Can  any  one,  who  will  thus  examine  them,  mis- 
take them  for  the  individual  voice  of  the  whole 
American  people  fairly  and  deliberately  expressed  ? 
Are  they  not  rather  to  be  regarded  as  the  interested 
importunities  of  certain  classes  of  individuab  or 
of  sections  of  the  country,  who  are  determined  to 
make  up  for  their  deficiency  in  numbers  by  the 
loudness  of  their  complaints  ?  They  are  echoed 
by  gentlemen  who  seem  determined  to  give  the 
appearance  of  general  distress  to  the  country,  by 
the  very  generalitjr  of  the  terms  they  use,  and  the 
urgency  with  which  they  press  them  upon  the 
puolic  consideration. 

The  maxim  in  legislation  to  which  I  have  be- 
fore alluded,  derives  additional  force  from  the  con- 
sideration, that,  of  all  classes  of  laws,  those  which 
interfere  with  the  industry  of  the  different  laboring 
classes  of  a  community  ouj^ht,  above  all  others,  to 
be  enacted  with  great  caution  and  circumspection. 
The  tendency  of  the  law  now  in  question  is  directly 
of  that  description.  And  why  ought  laws  of  this 
description  to  be  ventured  upon  with  so  much 
caution?  Because,  past  experience,  as  well  as 
daily  observation,  teach  us  that  there  is  sucl^  a 
multitude  of  opposite  and  conflicting  interests  to 
be  consulted  and  accommodated,  such  a  mass  of 
iealous  feeling  to  be  neutralized  by  all  such  regu- 
lations, that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  adopt  such 
a  course  as  will  secure  the  object  intended  by  the 
Legislature.  In  all  such  cases,  after  a  clear  and 
imperative  necessity  has  demonstrated  the  expedi- 
ency of  doing  something,  the  extreme  difficulty 
of  doing  that  something  in  the  way  that  will  at- 
tain the  end  you  have  m  view,  without  bringing 
with  it  many  collateral  evils,  is  such  as  oueht  to 
induce  everv  wise  politician  to  hesitate  long  before 
he  acts.  The  manufacturing,  the  commercial, 
and  agricultural  interests  of  every  community  are 
so  intimately  connected  and  vitally  intertwmed. 
that  whatever  affects  one  extends  its  effects  to  all 
of  them.  What  is  intended  for  the  benefit  of  one 
of  them,  sometimes  operates  in  an  inverse  ratio  to 
produce  mischief  to  tne  others;  and  examples  are 
to  be  found  where  regulations  designed  to  promote 
either  of  these  great  sources  of  national  as  well  as 
of  individual  wealth,  have  produced  consequences 
which  were  at  first  wholly  unforeseen,  and  brought 
disorder  and  mischief  on  the  whole  system  of  the 
industry  of  a  country.  And  shall  we  then,  sir, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  possible  evils  that 


may  result  from  such  le^rislation,  with  so  many 
circumstances  admonishing  us  to  beware,  advance 
rashly  on  the  experiment?  And  shall  we,  with 
the  partial  evidence  of  its  necessity,  which  has 
been  shown,  boldly  hazard  the  result  ?  For  one^ 
said  Mr.  C,  however  visionary  my  fears  may  be 
on  this  subject.  I  must  confess  I  am  not  prepared 
for  such  a  trial. 

The  more,  said  Mr.  C,  I  contemplate  the  pro- 
posed measure,  the  more  sensibly  am  I  impressed 
with  its  intrinsic  difficulty.  That  there  are  cases 
of  real  hardship  existing  in  some  narts  of  the 
country,  cannot  in  candor  be  deniea.  Bat  yon 
will  look  in  vain  through  the  country  for  that 
wide-spread  and  intense  distress  of  which  some 
gentlemen  have  spoken. 

That  the  contemplated  increase  of  duties  which 
some  politicians  regard  as  the  certain  means  of 
relief,  as  a  kind  of  political  catholicon,  wiH  not, 
in  its  operation,  produce  in  some  parts  of  the 
country  a  greater  portion  of  alternative  misery 
than  it  will  cure  in  others,  is  what  the  friends  ch 
this  measure  cannot  safely  affirm.  The  great 
difficulty  is  to  pursue  that  wise  and  middle  course^ 
which,  while  it  affords  adequate  protection  to  the 
manufacturing,  does  not  cripple  or  prostrate  the 
agricultural  or  commercial  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. For,  Mr.  C.  said,  notwithstandioe  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  present  measure,  he  must  be  permit- 
ted to  declare,  in  the  sincerity  of  his  heart,  and 
without  the  slightest  reservation,  that  there  is  no 
friend  to  it  who  felt  a  higher  and  juster  pride  in 
the  prosperity  of  the  domestic  manufacturers  of 
this  country,  or  a  more  anxious  solicitude  for  their 
ultimate  complete  success  than  he  did. 

I  have  said  that  the  country,  in  some  ^rts  of  it, 
exhibits  cases  of  great  hardship.  It  is  due  to 
truth  and  candor  that  this  admission  should  be 
made. 

The  farmer  of  the  min-growing  States  will 
tell  you  that  he  has  Targe  annual  surpluses  of 
grain,  which  he  is  doomed  year  after  year  to  see 
rot  and  perish  on  his  hands.  That  it  is  to  no 
purpose  that  he  applies  himself  to  the  diligent  cul- 
tivation of  a  fruitful  soil;  that  each  return  of 
autumn  finds  his  barns  filled  to  overflowing  with 
abundance,  but  that  it  is  all  useless,  nay,  worse 
than  useless  to  him;  for  his  well-stored  barns 
stand  continually  before  his  eyes,  as  tormenting 
memorials  of  his  own  labors  frustrated,  and  the 
bounty  of  his  fields  most  cruelly  wasted.  He  may 
represent  his  labors  as  equalling,  in  their  fertility 
and  vexatious  disappointment,  the  fabled  toils  of 
Sysiphus  himself.  The  deplorable  accuracy  of 
such  a  picture  will  not  be  disputed.  Nor  can  any 
one  turn  away  from  the  contemplation  of  such  a 
picture,  without  first  bestowing  upon  it  that  tribute 
of  his  consideration,  as  well  as  of  his  sympathy, 
which  it  so  well  deserves. 

It  is  quite  natural  that  in  any  portion  of  the 
community  where  distress  is  sorely  felt,  where  the 
ordinary  stimulants  to  industry  are  very  much 
diminished,  or  wholly  withdrawn,  that  the  indi- 
viduals who  experienced  this  inconvenience  should 
seize  with  avidity  upon  any  expedient  which,  by 
possibility,  among  its  various  contingent  results. 
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might  contrtbate  Co  their  relief.  While  they  con- 
template the  reality  and  eitent  of  their  suffering, 
thej  are  easily  cheated  into  a  belief  that  any  mea- 
sare,  no  matter  how  illy  contrived,  may  oenefit 
them.  And  how  do  the  friends  of-  this  measure 
propose  to  remedy  the  evil?  The  only  plan  that 
has  been  suggested  has  been  so  to  encourage  the 
manafacCures  of  the  country,  so  to  augment  the 
mechanic  labor  of  our  citizens  that  the  number  of 
artisans  should  so  considerably  multiply  and  gain 
upon  the  number  of  agriculturists,  that  we  should 
laise  np,  in  the  bosom  of  our  own  country,  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  them  to  consume  all  the  surplus 
provisions  that  the  cultivators  of  the  earth  could 
produce.  In  a  word,  that  we  must  become  our 
own  customers,  and  furnish  a  home  market  for  all 
Che  soperfluoos  grain  which  this  wide-spread  fer- 
tile country  can  grow.  Whoever  will  consider 
the  vast  capacities  of  this  country  for  producing 
every  species  of  grain,  in  the  most  exuberant  abun- 
dance, and  the  vast  amount  of  mutual  labor  that 
has  been  superseded  by  modem  discoveries,  in 
labor-saving  machinery,  must  be  satisfied  that,  if 
this  result  could  ever  take  place,  it  must  be  the 
effect  of  time  alone.  Any  attempt  to  legislate 
against  nature,  and  to  hasten,  by  law,  that  which 
the  slow  progress  of  years  can  alone  effect,  would 
at  least  be  vaio,  if  it  did  not  actually  retard  the 
very  object  you  professed  to  accelerate. 

Some  of  the  advocates  of  this  bill  seem  to  think 
that  it  is  (mly  necessary  for  Congress  to  grant  the 
protectbn  they  ask,  in  order  to  insure  them  im- 
mediate and  complete  success.  Theyr  seem  to 
think  that  something  magical  is  to  spring  out  of 
an  act  of  Coogress,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  seal  of 
aathority  is  affixed  to  their  chartered  privileges, 
all  these  manufacturing  institutions,  which  in 
other  countries  have  required  the  lapse  of  ages  to 
brin^  them  to  perfection,  are,  on  this  side  the  At- 
lantic, to  spring  instantaneously^  like  Minerva 
from  the  brain  of  Jupiter,  into  a  full,  sudden,  and 
perfect  matarity.  Any  one  who  will  attentivelv 
examine  this  opinion  for  a  sinsle  moment,  will 
not  hesitate  to  pronounce  it  a  perfect  illusion ;  for, 
by  tracing  the  early  history  of  manufactures  in 
evey  country,  it  will  be  found  that  the  want  of 
skill  in  the  application  of  the  capital  and  labor 
emoloyed,  has  retarded  their  first  advancement ; 
and  that  complete  success  has  been  attained  only 
after  years  of  disappointment  and  disastrous  expe- 
rieoce. 

The  same  causes,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  equal  cir- 
comstanees^  produce  the  same  effects  every  where, 
and  at  all  times.  But  the  circumstances  on  which 
these  causes  operate,  produce  as  infinite  a  vari- 
ety of  modification  to  their  results,  as  it  is  pos- 
sible for  the  mind  of  man  to  imagine.  If,  then, 
sQch  has  been  the  progress  of  manufactures  in 
other  countries ;  if  such  has  been  their  growth  in 
old  countries,  where  their  population  has  been  re- 
dundant, and  the  usual  concomitants  of  that  state 
of  things,  an  increased  cheapness  of  labor,  and  an 
increased  demand  for  the  ordinary  necessaries  of 
human  subsistence,  have  had  their  full  operation, 
what  can  we,  in  the  nature  of  things  in  this  coun- 


of  them  ?  It  oo^ht  not.  therefore,  to  surprise  or 
discourage  the  friends  or  domestic  manufactures,, 
that,  in  the  short  historv  of  them,  which  this  coun- 
try furnishes,  some  failures  have  taken  place,  and 
that  in  comparatively  few  instances  has  their  suc- 
cess been  complete.  In  the  first  essays  of  every 
country  to  introduce  new  systems  of  employment 
for  its  citizens,  disappointment  has  always  been, 
and  must  forever  continue  to  be,  the  invariable 
concomitant  of  enterprise;  and,  in  the  United 
States,  it  may  be  unhesitatingly  affirmed,  that  the 
want  of  entire  success  in  our  manufactories  of 
every  sort,  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  vast  variety  of 
other  causes,  rather  than  to  the  sparing  protection 
of  Government. 

There  is  one  argument  against  this  measure, 
which  its  friends  are  disposed  to  treat  as  visionary, 
which,  I  am  persuaded,  if  it  be  rightly  examined, 
will  be  found  to  deserve  serious  consideration.  It 
is,  that  the  effect  of  the  bill  on  your  table  will  be, 
to  lessen  the  revenue.  It  is  true  that  considerations 
of  this  sort  have  but  little  weight  with  some  of  the 
supporters  of  this  tariff.  It  has  been  avowed,  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion,  that,  if  its  main  ob- 
ject, the  improvement  of  manufactures,  could  be 
accompiisheid,  it  ought  to  be  attempted,  even  at 
the  expense  of  the  revenue.  This  is  the  great  de- 
sideratum to  which  every  thing  else  must  give 
way. 

To  that  portion  of  the  Committee  who  entertain 
this  opinion,  Mr.  C.  said  he  could  not  hope  to  urge 
any  argument  drawn  from  this  source,  with  suc- 
cess,   oat  he  hoped  that  such  an  opinion  was  con- 
fined to  a  small  portion  of  the  friends  of  the  bill. 
It  must  be  admitted  that,  at  this  time,  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  coarse  imported  woollens  aemanded  by 
the  necessities  of  this  country,  were  consumed  in 
the  Southern  and  Western  States ;  and  it  is  a  re- 
mark made  by  a  very  ingenious  and  profound 
writer  on  the  nature  and  origin  of  the  public 
wealth,  (Lord  Lauderdale,)  that  Great  Britain,  be- 
ing, from  her  situation,  a  nation  peculiarly  com- 
mercial, and  having  extensive  trading  connexions 
with  almost  every  country  upon  the  face  of  the 
globe,  is  governed,  in  the  cargoes  which  her  mer- 
chants make  up  for  distant  markets,  by  no  single 
circumstance  more  than  a  regard  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  property  to  which  the  cargo  is  sent.    The 
application  of  this  remark  to  the  Southern  and 
Western  States,  will  show,  in  the  plainest  manner, 
the  extent  of  the  demand  which  these  States  fur- 
nish for  coarse  woollen  fabrics.    The  distribution 
of  property  in  these  States  is,  for  the  most  part, 
very  unequal.    Much  the  greater  portion  of  their 
inhabitants  consists  of  the  poor  laboring  part  of  the 
community,  whose  Winter  clothing  consists  prin- 
cipally of  coarse  woollens.     When  you  add  to 
this  number  the  whole  of  the  colored  population 
spread  over  nearly  one-half  of  this  whole  Union, 
embracing  a  number  not  much,  if  any  thing,  short 
of  two  millions  of  souls,  you  have  an  amount  of 
domestic  consumption  in  this  sing:Ie  article,  by  no 
means  to  be  contemned  in  the  estimate  you  make 
of  the  income  to  the  Treasury  from  foreign  im- 
ports. 


try,  expect,  but  a  much  more  gradual  introduction  |     But,  it  will  be  said  that  very  object  and  design 
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of  the  bill  is  to  furnish  these  planters  with  these 
commodities,  at  home,  in  the  same  abundance,  and 
•on  as  cheap  terms  as  they  are  at  present  enabled 
to  purchase  them  from  abroad.  Those  who  make 
this  answer,  surely  "  reckon  without  their  host." 
For,  it  must  be  evident,  that,  to  supply  the  large 
demand  which  the  Southern  and  Western  States 
furnish,  for  coarse  woollen  fabrics,  the  manufacto- 
ries at  present  in  operation  in  thb  country  are 
vhoUj  madequate.  And.  sir,  if  they  be  not  so, 
this  circumstance  of  itselt  furnishes  a  most  ontfn- 
:awerable  proof  that  they  are  already  in  a  suffi- 
ciently flourishing  condition,  and  need  not  any 
further  assistance  from  Gkirernment.  It  must  be 
assumed,  then,  as  undeniably  true,  that  our  own 
manufactories  are  insufficient  to  supply  the  present 
home  demand. 

In  still  further  answer  to  this  part  of  the  argu- 
ment, it  may  be  said,  that  the  proposed  increase  of 
duty  is  so  small,  that  it  is  idle  to  expect  that  so  tri- 
fling an  advance  upon  the  burden  already  imposed, 
can  produce  such  important  consequences;  and 
that  the  supply  will  still  be  adequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  country,  without  any  oppressive  increase  of 
price;  that  the  deficiency  at  home  will  still  be 
supplied  from  abroad. 

Let  us  examine  this  supposition  for  a  moment, 
in  detail,  to  see  whether  it  be  true,  or  whether 
any  the  slightest  augmentation  of  the  present  duty 
^ould  not  have  the  efiect  of  excluding  such  fabrics 
altogether  from  our  markets.  The  present  taxes 
with  which  they  are  burdened  to  the  purchasers, 
are  such  as  barely  to  enable  the  Southern  planters 
to  purchase  them,  for  the  purpose  of  clothinff  their 
slaves.  The  extreme  depression  of  their  toretgn 
markets  has  produced  so  much  embarrassment  at 
home,  that  many  of  them  seriously  deliberate 
within  themselves  whether  they  had  not  better,  by 
some  exertion  of  household  economy,  manufacture 
these  fabrics  of  primary  necessity  within  them- 
selves, rather  than  purchase  them  at  their  present 
prices.  And  any  one  who  will  reflect  on  the  fa- 
cilities with  which  a  slaveholding  State  may 
occasionally  devote  their  labor  to  this  object, 
without  deaucting  from  the  average  annual  prod- 
uct of  their  crop,  cannot  be  surprised  to  fina  this 
species  of  manufacture  come  into  general  use. 
How  is  it  conducted  ?  It  is  produced  with  hardly 
any  loss  of  field  labor.  It  is  carried  on  ohi^flj  by 
women,  at  seasons  when  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  would  prevent  them  from  being  employed 
in  the  field.  And,  on  all  large  plantations,  there 
are  a  number  of  women  who,  from  their  sxill  in 
this  species  of  employment,  their  bad  health,  or 
infirm  constitution,  it  would  be  found  advisable  to 
devote  altogether  to  this  species  of  labor.  Thus, 
with  a  very  trifling  loss  pn  any  plantation,  and  on 
many  without  any  loss  at  all,  might  be  produced 
a  substitute  for  the  immense  amount  of  coarse 
woollens  from  abroad,  at  present  consumed  in  the 
Southern  country.  The  same  kind  of  revolution 
would  take  place  in  the  domestic  economy  of  all 
the  poor  people.  How  can  any  one,  then,  under- 
take to  say,  that  the  operation  of  the  present 
measure  will  not  produce  a  diminution  of  the 
revenue? 


But,  said  Mr.  C^  I  hear  it  repeated,  that  the 
proposed  increase  of  duty  is  so  small  an  adraDce 
upon  that  already  paid,  that  it  is  futile  to  ezpeet 
such  eventful  consequences  from  a  cause  so  inade- 
quate; that  a  slight  improvement  in  the  price  of 
cotton,  of  rice,  or  of  tobacco,  will  enable  the 
growers  of  those  articles  still  to  consume  thefe 
foreign  fabrics,  without  feeling  aoy  additionil 
burden. 

If  what  has  already  been  said  on  this  $objeet 
be  not  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  coaxing  doniem, 
let  me,  said  Mr.  C,  inform  gentlemen,  that  the 
history  of  the  world  furnishes  no  example  of  the 
commercial  or  manufacturing  part  of  a  comma- 
nity  who  had  any  important  object  to  suttterre  or 
promote,  at  the  expense  of  some  rival  interest, 
who  did  not  apply  themselves  to  just  such  derices 
as  the  present,  and  employ  the  self-same  expedi- 
ents to  allay  the  fears  of  those  on  whose  interests 
they  meditated  an  attack.  Let  me  not  be  misun- 
derstood. I  do  not  mean  to  accuse  the  adroeates 
of  this  bill  with  any  fixed,  deliberate  purpose  of 
subverting  the  interests  of  the  Southern  States. 
Nor  do  I  believe  that  they  have  any  wish  to  de- 
stroy that  equilibrium  which  ouffht  to  pervade  the 
industry  of  every  well  regulated  Government,  so 
that,  in  the  confusion  which  might  ensue,  maoo- 
factures  might,  perad venture,  be  exalted  on  the 
ruins  of  agriculture.  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
believe  that  such  a  spirit  existed  in  any  portioa 
of  men,  in  any  portion  of  this  country.  But,  sir, 
the  extreme  subtlety  with  which  such  a  spirit  op- 
erates, the  insensible  influence  which  it  exerts 
upon  those  who  will  not  acknowledge  its  presence, 
and  the  thousand  insidious  forms  that  it  assumes, 
for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  its  object,  might 
induce  some  gentlemen  to  look  well  to  what 
the^  were  doing,  before  they  gave  this  measure 
their  sanction.  It  would,  at  any  rate,  be  but  a 
poor  consolation  to  those  who  are  to  fed  the 
mischief  of  its  unequal  operation,  to  reflect,  that 
its  authors  were  actuated  by  the  most  benevolent 
intentions ;  that  their  design  was  purely  to  benefit 
themselves,  without  any  the  remotest  intention  xo 
injure  others.  If  the  evil  happens,  it  matter  not 
what  motives  gave  birth  to  it,  and  the  mere  ah* 
sence  of  malignity  from  the  intention  of  those  who 
inflict  it,  can  never  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  the 
victim. 

Intimately  connected  with  its  diminution  of  the 
revenue,  may  be  considered  the  effects  of  this 
measure  upon  the  maritime  strength  of  the  coun- 
try. Its  pernicioos  operation,  in  this  respect,  has 
already  been  so  ably  delineated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  that,  Mr.  C.  said,  ne  felt  that, 
to  enlarge  on  this  topic,  would  be  an  unwarraD(- 
able  trespass  on  the  Committee.  But,  it  did  ap- 
pear to  nim,  that,  exactly  in  proportion  as  the 
elTects  of  this  measure  would  oe  injuriously  feit 
upon  our  finances,  they  would  prove  discouraging 
to  our  seamen ;  and,  shutting  our  eyes  upon  the 
immense  proportion  of  our  revenue  derived  from 
this  source,  excluding  from  our  estimate  two- thirds 
of  the  whole  national  income,  flowing  into  the 
Treasury  from  our  duties  upon  imports  and  ton- 
nage, shall  this  Qoverament,  to  favor  a  class  of 
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indiWdoals  who  will  not  make  the  return  of  a 
siogle  farthing  to  the  Treasury,  to  compensate  for 
the  sacrifice  j^roposed,  do  an  act,  the  ultimate  ten- 
deoejr  of  which  will  be  to  cripple  our  maritime 
sixeagth  1  Ererv  seaman  that  you  deprive  of  his 
daily  bread,  and  erery  merchantman  that  you 
tend  from  your  employment,  inflicts  an  injury 
upon  the  commercial  spirit  and  naral  enterprise 
of  this  country.  And  is  this  the  opportune  junc- 
ture that  gentlemen  have  selected  to  inflict  such  a 
blow  on  the  naval  service  of  their  country  ?  Have 
thejr  already  forgotten  the  numerous  "  deeds  of 
noble  daring,"  and  the  gallant  achievements  that 
have  covered  oar  Navy  with  a  elory  which  the 
friends  of  that  bulwark  of  our  defence,  trust,  may 
be  as  lasting  as  it  is  unquestionably  brilliant? 
Hare  they,  Mfore  the  sound  has  quite  died  upon 
their  ears,  forgotten  that  it  is  the  dying  echo  of 
that  thaoder  which  reverberated  across  the  At- 
lantic, and  has  dispelled  the  invincibility  of  the 
misiress  of  the  ocean  ?  Will  they  consent  to  be 
instrnmentai  in  bringing  their  country  into  that 
sitoacion  in  which  the  verdant  laurels  with  which 
tbeir  countrymen  have  so  recently  entwined  the 
temples  of  our  naval  heroes,  will  wither  and  fade 
away?  No!  Such  questions  do  equal  injustice 
to  the  gratitude  and  magnanimous  policy  of  this 
eoQQtry.  The  legislative  provisions  of  our  Gov- 
ernment speak  a  language  on  this  subject,  in 
perfect  and  delightful  harmony  with  the  undi- 
vided voice  which  is  uttered  from  Maine  to 
Florida. 

Another  danger,  to  which  the  present  measure 
woold  expose  this  country,  and  one  in  which  the 
SoQtbern  States  have  a  deep  and  vital  interest, 
would  be  the  risk  we  incur  byr  this  system  of  ex- 
dosion,  of  driving  Great  Britain  to  countervailing 
measures,  and  inducing  all  other  countries,  with 
whom  the  United  States  have  any  considerable 
trading  connexions,  to  resort  to  measures  of  retal- 
iation. There  are  countries  possessing  vast  capa- 
cities for  the  production  of  nee,  of  cotton,  and  of 
tobacco,  to  which  England  might  resort,  to  supply 
herself.  She  oai^ht  apply  herself  to  Brazil,  Ben- 
gal, and  Egypt,  for  her  cotton :  to  South  America, 
•a  well  as  her  colonies,  for  her  tobacco ;  and  to 
China  and  Turkey  for  her  rice.  And  is  there  any 
one,  who  knows  the  vigilance  and  jealousy  witn 
which  that  nation  watches  over  her  commerce 
and  her  manufactures,  who  can  for  a  moment 
donbt,  that  any  measures  adopted  by  this  country, 
extending  to  either  of  them,  would  arouse  her 
spirit,  and  induce  her  to  retaliate  in  a  manner  that 
we  should  the  most  sensibly  feel  ? 

The  merchants  and  ship-owners,  who  at  present 
contrfbote  so  largely  to  the  amount  of  our  Trea- 
aniy  receipts,  ought  not,  without  great  delibera- 
tion, to  be  placed  under  heavy  burdens.  The 
nature  of  the  occupation  of  this  portion  of  our 
tellow-citizena  and  the  theatre  of  their  enterprise 
are  such  as  to  exclude  them  from  their  full  share 
of  the  sympathies  of  their  countrymen.  While 
the  spirit  of^ adventure  carries  them  to  distant  lat- 
itades,  and  exposes  them  to  all  the  perils  of  the 
deep,  they  are  rarely,  if  ever,  brought  to  mind  by 
their  friends  and  acquaintances  at  home. 


"  Their  inarch  is  on  the  mountain  wave, 
Their  home  is  on  the  deep. " 

While  far  removed  from  the  scenes  of  our  daily 
intercourse,  from  their  families  and  firesides,  they, 
under  an  angry  sky,  buffet  the  rude  storms  of 
Winter,  and  hazard  their  lives  for  the  treasures  of 
other  climes,  which  they  bring  to  their  native 
shores,  the  mass  of  their  fellow-citizens  are  safe  in 
the  pursuit  of  less  hazardous  occupations  at  home, 
and  never  dream  of  the  frightful  dangers  that  sur- 
round them. 

If,  at  any  time,  equinoctial  storms  bring  fear 
and  anxiety  to  the  breasts  of  any,  it  is  to  but  two 
classes  of  our  people.  The  one  of  them  is  com- 
posed of  individuals  whose  losses,  by  such  visita- 
tions of  Providence,  may  be  estimated  in  dollars 
and  cents.  The  other  is  composed  of  humbler 
sufferers,  who,  when  the  spirit  of  the  storm  is 
wailing  around  their  dwelling,  are  disquieted,  not 
for  their  own  sakes,  but  for  the  safety  of  him  whose 
enterprise  feeds  them  with  their  daily  bread,  and 
whose  sole  dependence  on  him  may.  with  him,  be 
whelmed  in  one  common  ruin  ^'  in  tne  deep  bosom 
of  the  ocean."  These  anxieties  are  intense,  but 
they  scarcely  ever  transcend  the  small  but  sacred 
circle  of  the  family  fireside.  They  are  unknown 
and  unfelt  by  the  great  mass  of  the  community. 

We  ought,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  look 
with  an  equal,  if  not  with  a  jealous  and  parental 
eye,  upon  the  claim  which  this  class  of  our  people 
has  upon  the  regard  and  protection  of  their  Gov- 
ernment. That  prayer  which  its  divine  Author 
intended  for  the  guidance  of  all  mankind,  and 
which  says,  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation,"  ought 
not  to  be  overlooked  in  what  we  propose  to  do  in 
reference  to  this  class  of  our  citizens.  They 
ought  not  to  be  placed  in  that  situation  in  whicn 
they  should  be  tempted  to  lead  themselves  to  the 
practice  of  smuggling.  We  ought  to  touch  with 
exceeding  great  caution  the  interests  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  community  who,  from  the  immense 
contributions  they  have  already  made,  and  from 
the  enormous  exactions  which  are  now  yearly  and 
monthly  made  of  them,  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  they  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the  public  favor  of 
this  country.  Let  us  beware  how  we  adopt  a 
measure  which,  in  reference  to  the  whole  of  this 
enterprising  class  of  our  citizens,  and  to  nearly 
one  half  of  all  this  Union,  may  emphatically  hie 
said  to  be  against  public  opinion.  We  all  know 
the  lamentable  consequences  which  flow  from  a 
measure  which  thus  violates  public  sentiment ; 
which  arrays,  on  the  one  side,  our  long  settled 
habits,  affections,  judgments,  ana  prejudices,  if  you 
please,  against  what,  on  the  other?  Nothinfi^ 
more  nor  less  than  your  isolated,  unsupported, 
parchment  law!  Experience  as  well  as  reason 
point  to  the  introduction  of  the  profligate  practice 
of  smuggling,  and  the  general  demorsuizing  effects 
of  it  on  the  mercantile  community,  as  the  two- 
fold mischief  which  may  be  expected  to  be  realized 
in  this  country,  as  the  first  fruits  of  this  project. 
And  let  no  one  pretend  to  say,  that  the  extent  to 
which  the  practice  of  smuggling  may  be  introduced, 
will  not  be  such  as  will  be  seriously  felt  on  our 
finances.      Remember   the  strong  feelings  and 
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cherished  interests  which  the  passage  of  this  law 
will  violate.  Recollect  that  those  feelings  are 
deep  rooted,  because  they  spring  up  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  entertain  them  from  a  consciousness 
that  they  have  already  contributed  more  than 
their  proportionate  share  towards  bearing  the  pub- 
lic burdens.  And,  sir,  when  all  these  things  are 
considered,  let  it  not  excite  the  wonder  of  an^  one 
if  many  of  our  merchants,  believing  their  righu 
to  be  disregarded,  and  acting  under  the  impulse 
of  exasperated  feeling,  and  a  sense  of  justice  de- 
nied them,  should  not  weigh,  with  the  most  scru- 
pulous nicety,  the  morality  or  immorality  of  the 
means  they  employed  to  pursue  their  accustomed 
trade  and  enricn  tnemselres. 

The  history  of  this  country  shows  that  the  mer- 
cantile part  of  it  are  not  deficient  in  that  sagacity 
and  foresight  which  have  immemorially  distin- 
guished men  of  the  same  pursuit,  in  every  part  of 
the  world.  We  know  that  they  calculate  the 
mischief  of  a  measure  which  affects  them  by  the 
rules  of  a  very  different  arithmetic  from  that  which 
gives  to  them  the  list  of  balances  on  their  ledger, 
and  ascertains  for  them  the  amount  of  their  prof- 
its. They  look  to  the  principle  of  every  thing, 
and  scan  with  a  jealous  eye  the  unborn  mischief 
which  its  operations  may  bring  forth.  While  yet 
every  thing  presents  the  exterior  of  calm  and  of 
quietness,  they,  with  a  keenness  of  vision  little 
short  of  the  spirit  of  prophecy^  penetrate  into  the 
future,  and  survey,  with  a  solicitude  which  their 
magnitude  could  alone  inspire,  all  the  accumu- 
lated and  monstrous  evils  of  actual  undisguised 
oppression. 

The  fate  which  present  appearances  authorize 
us  to  believe  may  await  this  measure,  ought  to 
induce  its  friends  to  urge  it  with  great  caution. 
The  geographical  line  which  separates  its  friends 
from  its  enemies,  shows  that,  in  a  large  portion 
of  this  country,  there  is  but  one  opinion  on  this 
subject.  That  opinion  has  been  very  distinctly 
expressed.  Ought  not  this  circumstance  to  make 
the  Committee  pause  before  they  lend  the  sanc- 
tion of  law  to  a  measure  which  would,  as  to  this 
portion  of  the  Union,  be  registered  on  our  statute 
oook  as  a  dead  letter  ?  The  demoralizing  effects 
of  a  law  which  would  thus  remain  perpetually  a 
memorial  of  its  own  impotence,  ouehi^  above  all 
others,  in  this  country,  to  be  carelully  avoided. 
In  this  Republic,  where  the  representative  system 
seems  destined  to  give  a  practical  refutation  to 
all  the  calumnies  which  disappointed  politicians 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  have  lavished  upon  it, 
and  where  every  measure  which  receives  the 
sanction  of  law  ought  to  be  just,  equal,  and  effi- 
cient in  its  operation,  there  ought  not  to  be  found 
a  single  statute  whose  o()eration  was  paralyzed 
by  the  public  opinion  which  it  outraged. 

Mr.  C.  said,  that  all  that  he  had  thus  far  said, 
was  against  the  spirit  and  in  opposition  to  the  ab- 
stract policy  of  the  bill,  without  looking  to  what 
was  proposed  to  be  done  in  detail.  Indeed,  so  much 
had  been  already  said  on  the  various  items  of  the 
bill,  that  he  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Committee  with  any  analysis  of  it.  Mr.  C.  wished 
that,  by  this  nearer  view  of  the  subject — that  by 


tracing  the  probable  operation  of  the  different  pro- 
visions of  the  bill — ^he  could  discover  any  thing 
which  would  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  tbat  por- 
tion of  the  country  from  which  he  came.  A  closer 
and  more  steadfast  inspection  of  its  contents  was 
not  at  all  calculated  to  dispel  the  alarm  it  had 
excited.  It  looks  with  an  angry  aspect  to  the 
South.  All  that  this  portion  of  the  country  can 
expect  from  its  operation,  will  be  punishment  and 
unrequited  suffering. 

If,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  stranser,  wholly  unac- 
quainted with  the  operations  of  our  GoTemment, 
alike  ignorant  of  the  history  and  of  the  polic]f  of 
this  country,  could  by  accident  be  a  listener  to 
the  present  debate,  he  would  conclude  that  the 
manufacturing  industry  of  this  country  (if  indeed 
any  could  be  supposed  to  remain  in  it)  was,  if  DOt 
most  cruelly  persecuted,  at  least  most  sbamefally 
neglected  by  the  Grovernment;  and  tbat  starra- 
tion  and  bankruptcy  were  threatening  tbousaods 
of  our  people,  without  the  possibility  of  their  «- 
cape,  except  through  the  slow  and  grudeing  aid 
of  legislative  interference  ;  and  that,  while  this 
unhappy  portion  of  our  citizens  were  thus  strug^ 
gling  with  poverty  and  neglect,  the  GoveromeDt 
was  most  unwisely  and  uniustly  larishing  erery 
species  of  munificence  on  the  residue  of  its  citi- 
zens. How  would  this  conclusion  coincide  with 
the  fact  1  How  would  such  a  person  be  aston- 
ished to  learn  that  the  very  men  who  are  now 
venting  their  complaints  against  the  illiberality  of 
Government,  are  the  very  men  who,  from  time  to 
time^  in  the  short  period  of  our  history,  hare 
received  protection  to  the  full  amount  of  their  de- 
mands ?  And  many  manufacturing  capitalists 
are  now  receiving  from  their  capital,  where  that 
capital  has  been  managed  with  ordinary  care  and 
skill,  profits  far  exceeding  the  most  profitable  ag- 
ricultural capital  of  the  country. 

Yes,  the  plain  truth  is,  that  this  GoTeromeDt 
is  unjustly  charged  with  a  want  of  liberality  to- 
wards the  manufacturing  part  of  the  commuDit^' 
For  the  protection  of  sucn  manufactures  as  it  is 
essentially  the  interest  of  it  to  promote  and  en- 
courage, the  duties  are  already  sufficiently  bi^'i' 

Upwards  of  thirty  years  ago,  a  distinguished 
statesman  of  this  country,  (Mr.  Hamilton,)  whose 
views,  in  rela  tion  to  its  finances,  were  never  thought 
to  be  chargeable  with  a  want  of  energy,  recom- 
mended a  tariff  of  duties  averaging  from  seven  to 
eight  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  as  fc^ng  in  bisopioioB. 
abundantly  sufficient  to  protect  our  domestic  maa* 
ufactures,  and  to  draw  forth  and  energize  ail  the 
internal  resources  of  the  countr]f ;  and  whoever 
will  consider,  for  a  moment,  the  immense  natural 
advantages  which  this  country  presents  for  saeh 
manufactures,  abounding  as  it  does  in  every  rarieif 
of  soil,  in  every  variety  of  mineral,  and  of  ores,  la 
every  variety  of  water  power,  to  be  applied  eiihtr 
to  the  purposes  of  transportation,  or  to  be  used  for 
propelling  machinery,  cannot  feel  the  least  woodei 
that  such  a  protection  should,  at  that  time.  har« 
been  thought  abundantly  adequate.  And  has  ih< 
American  Government  listened  to  the  wise  coau' 
sels  of  this  distinguished  member  of  her  cabineij 
It  has.    And  has  fulfilled,  to  the  fullest  extent;  ht 
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reeommendatioo.  The  daties  that  have  been  im- 
posed)  from  time  to  time,  since  the  period  of  his 
adrice,  have  more  than  trebled  what  he  recom- 
mended. And  I  repeat  it,  said  Mr.  C,  that  who- 
erer  will  consider  for  himself  the  exuberant  redan- 
dance  with  which  this  country  produces  all  the 
raw  materials  that  can  compose  our  domestic 
manofactores  of  every  kind — whoever  will  cast 
his  eye  at  the  same  time  upon  the  map  and  upon 
the  tariff  of  the  United  States,  and  contemplate 
the  immense  distance  which  separates  us  from  all 
foreip  competition,  must  inevitably  come  to  the 
coadusion.  that,  if  our  manufactories  have  not 
already  arrived  to  that  degree  of  perfection  which 
their  most  sanguine  friends  could  desire,  their 
backwardness  is  to  be  imputed  to  very  different 
causes,  from  the  want  of  protection. 

A  nearer  view  of  our  manufacturing  establish- 
ments themselves,  will  conduct  us  to  the  same 
conciosion.  What  is  their  present  condition  ? 
Mr.  C.  said  he  would  not  pretend,  (as  he  lacked 
the  necessary  information,)  to  go  into  a  minute  and 
detailed  history  of  the  manufactures  of  this  coun- 
try. But  a  brief  outline  of  some  of  the  most  prom- 
inent of  them  would  convince  any  unprejudiced 
mind  that  the  tej^led  complaints  that  had  been 
heard  on  thb  subject,  were  destitute  of  any  foun- 
datioo. 

The  manufacture  of  iron,  in  many  departments 
of  it,  has  been  already  attended  with  complete 
sticceas.  Many  utensils  of  great  and  general  use, 
made  of  this  material,  have  long  since  acquired 
their  utmost  degree  of  perfection.  The  history 
of  many  of  these  manufactures  shows  that  their 
success  has  not  depended  on  extravagant  legisla- 
tire  protection.  For,  sir,  long  before  the  protect- 
ing daty,  designed  for  their  encouragement,  had 
nached  its  utmost  limit,  the  ingenuity  ot  the 
American  artist  had  outstripped  the  bounty  of  his 
Government,  and  reached  perfection. 

The  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  in  the  East- 
em  Stales  has  been  attended  with  a  success  which 
has  surpassed  the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine 
friends  of  domestic  manufactures.  Wherever  com- 
mon prudence  and  skill  have  been  exercised,  cap- 
italists who  have  embarked  in  this  business  have 
derived  an  annual  profit  from  their  investments, 
aretagiog  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent.  In 
some  establishments  their  occasional  profits  have 
considerably  exceeded  that  rate.  Already  have 
their  fabrics  become  an  article  of  export  to  foreign 
markeu.  If  these  facts  be  not  regarded  as  a  suf- 
ncieot  evidence  of  the  prosperity  of  this  branch  of 
American  manufactures,  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  bow  what  proof  gentlemen  would  ask.  If 
&Qch  profits  be  not  sufi&cient  to  satisfy  their  desires, 
Congress  might  exhaust  in  vain  the  treasury  of 
the  nation  to  glut  their  cupidity. 

Our  manufactures  of  glass  ware  have  succeeded. 
Large  establishments  for  this  manufacture  are  now 
10  prosperous  operation  at  Boston,  New  York,  and 
Pittsburg.  Besides  these,  there  are  many  minor 
factories  scattered  through  the  Northern  and  Bast- 
^  States,  of  whose  profits  and  situation  I  cannot 
i^eak. 

Our  woollen  factories,  although  they  have  not 


been  crowned  with  the  same  success  that  has  at- 
tended the  cotton  factories,  have  yet  come  far  short 
of  encountering  an  entire  failure.  Their  progress 
will  bear  flattering  comparison  with  the  incipient 
stage  of  similar  manufactures  in  other  countries. 
And  some  explanation  may  be  given  to  the  uneasi- 
ness and  discontent  which  this  portion  of  our 
manufacturers  have  manifested,  by  calling  to  mind 
the  fact  that  they  have  been  reared  up,  and  have  had 
their  day  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  more 
fortunate  and  flourishing  sister  factories  of  cotton. 
Incorporated^  as  they  are,  with  each  other,  in  point 
of  location,  it  is  quite  natural  that  the  daily  con* 
templation  of  the  superior  success  of  the  one,  should 
fill  the  other  with  murmuring  and  despondency. 
But  the  actual  intrinsic  condition  of  the  manufac- 
ture itself,  ought  not  to  be  taken  as  the  entire 
cause  of  the  complaints  we  hear.  Permit  me, 
said  Mr.  C.  to  read,  for  the  information  of  the 
Committee,  a  statement  of  the  manufacture  of 
flannel  in  this  country,  which  has  met  my  eye 
during  this  discussion. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  read  from  a  newspaper,  showing 
the  progress  of  the  flannel  manufactories  in  Boston 
and  its  vicinity.] 

Nothing  in  this  short  review  of  the  condition  of 
our  manufactures  can  more  conclusively  show 
that  they  are  not  in  a  languishing  condition,  than, 
that  many  of  them  are  receiving  the  high  profits 
which  have  been  mentioned.  And  while  it  shows 
the  fact  that  their  condition  is  not  a  languishing 
one,  it  does  not  the  less  unanswerably  show  (hat 
their  progress  must,  in  this  country,  as  it  has  been 
in  all  others,  be  gradual.  For,  notwithstanding 
the  acknowledged  profit  which  some  of  our  man- 
ufactories yield,  we  see  that  capital  is  slowly  vested 
in  them.  Since  it  is  the  nature  of  capital,  as  well 
as  of  industry,  to  seek  their  most  profitable  occu- 
pation, how  can  this  ap]>arent  phenomenon  be  ac- 
counted for?  Unquestionably,  it  is  to  be  traced 
to  no  other  cause  than  to  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try. The  habits  of  our  people  have  received  a  dif- 
ferent direction.  Their  industry  has  found  employ- 
ments in  channels  that  are  more  accordant  to  their 
genius.  And  as  long  as  these  causes  continue  to 
operate,  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  to  legislate  our  man- 
ufactures into  a  premature  unnatural  prosperity. 
You  cannot  by  legislative  enactments,  outstrip  the 
course  of  events.  You  cannot  even  attempt  it, 
without  running  the  risk  of  doing  more  injury 
than  benefit,  to  the  interest  you  would  promote. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  in  the  present  outcry 
which  is  made  for  protection  against  the  ruinous 
effects  of  foreign  competition^  that  the  interests  of 
large  moneyed  capitalists  is  distinctly  to  be  traced. 
Amidst  the  general  swell  of  complaint  with' which 
we  are  assailed  their  voice  is  plainly  to  be  heard. 
While  they  are  besieging  Congress  with  their  im- 
portunities^ the  laboring  crowds  which  fill  their 
maufacturing  houses  are  working  on  in  silence 
and  contentment.  They  are  not  to  be  benefited 
by  the  bounty  which  is  asked.  The  wages  of  this 
numerous  class  of  our  citizens  are  not  to  receive  a 
proportionate  increase.  They  are  still  to  remain 
the  humble  but  productive  instruments  of  pam- 
pering the  pride  and  augmenting  the  wealth  of 
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their  lordly  and  ayaricioas  masters.  Thus,  the 
evident  and  direct  tendency  of  this  measure  is  to 
confer  upon  moneyed  capital  unequal  advantages, 
and  to  raise  up,  in  the  bosom  of  our  country,  where 
we  have  so  long  boasted  of  our  equal  rights  and 
privileges,  and  of  the  unsophisticated  simplicity  of 
our  manners,  a  hauffhty,  dominant  spini  of  aris- 
tocracy. Of  the  enects  of  such  a  spirit,  Mr.  C. 
said,  it  was  needless  that  he  should  speak  to  such 
an  assembly.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  in  no  coun- 
try has  it  ever  appeared  without  changing  and  dis- 
figuring the  face  of  society.  And  there  is  no  coun- 
try under  the  sun  where  its  first  appearance  should 
be  more  earnestly  deprecated  and  carefully  avoided 
than  in  our  own. 

Some  gentlemen  still  believe,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  complaints  that  are  heard  from  the 
South,  that  the  present  pressure  of  the  times  is 
most  sorely  experienced  m  the  Northern  States. 
This  is  a  matter  of  evidence,  and  can  be  deter- 
mined only  by  observation.    Let  any  one  who 'en- 
tertains such  an  opinion  trarerse  for  himself  the 
extensive  fertile  regions  of  New  York.    Let  him 
behold  the  diversified  and  thriving  industry  of  her 
population ;  her  commerce  externally  and  inter- 
nally flourishing ;  her  agriculture  abundant ;  her 
villages,  which  have  recently  sprune  up,  as  if  by 
magic,  in  thick  profusion,  through  all  her  borders, 
filled  with  ^  the  busy  hum  of  active  men ;"  her 
laborious  and  contented  yeomanry,  scattered  over  a 
thousand  hills,  and  cultivating  innumerable  farms, 
which  they  have  reclaimed  but  yesterday  from  the 
wilderness— all  bound  together^  cheered  and  ani- 
mated by  a  canal,  whose  extensive  and  increasing 
benefits  can  be  equalled  only  by  the  splendor  of 
the  public  spirit  which  has  achieved  it.    And, 
when  he  has  surveyed  this  happy  portion  of  his 
country,  progressing  eastward,  let    him  behold 
the  patient  and  systematic  industry  of  New  Eng- 
lanc^  content  witn  the  certain  annual  rewards  of 
her  toils,  growing  rich  under  the  combined  op- 
eration of  a  lucrative  foreign  commerce  and  im- 
proved domestic  manufactures.    And  when  he  has 
finished  this  survey,  let  him  turn  his  eyes  to  the 
South,  and  see  if  he  can  avoid  being  struck  with 
the  contrast  which  all  this  region  presents  to  that 
which  I  have  just  now  sketched.    In  the  South, 
the  prostration  of  their  foreign  markets  has  spread 
over  the  face  of  the  country  a  general,  pervading 
ffloom.    In  all  that  region  which  stretches  itseu 
Irom  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  where  all  the  arts  of  civilized  life  once 
triumphed,  the  arm  of  industry  is  now  paralyzed. 
Large  and  ample  estates,  once  the  seats  of  opu- 
lence, which  supported  their  proprietors  in  afflu- 
ence and  comfort,  are  now  thrown  out  to  waste 
and  decay.    And  this  h  the  country  (will  gentle- 
men believe  it  while  it  is  uttered  i)  which  it  is 
sought  to  make  tributary  to  that  which,  if  not  al- 
ready abundantly  prosperous,  is  at  least  exempt 
from  that  general  distress  which  presses  upon  the 
South ! 

The  truth  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  after  all  that  has 
been  said  on  this  subject,  there  are  no  rules  which 
can  be  derived  from  the  history  of  other  nations 
in  regard  to  the  policy  of  encouraging  any  speci- 


fic sort  of  industry  which  can  have  any  correct 
application  in  ours.  In  the  first  place,  the  or^n- 
ization  of  our  Government,  and  the  materials  of 
our  society,  are  essentially  difierent  from  theirs. 
In  the  second  place,  the  abundance  and  cheapness 
of  our  lands  must,  for  a  long  series  of  years  to 
come,  render  the  habits  and  pursuits  of  our  citi- 
zens essentially  agricultural.  While  such  fields 
for  speculation  and  enterprise  are  open  in  the 
West,  the  tide  of  emigration  most  continue  to  set 
in  that  direction.  And  there  is  no  circunaslance 
which  can  be  adduced  more  clearly  to  show  the 
natural  bias  of  the  human  mind  to  agricultural 
pursuits  than  that,  ever  since  the  settlement  of 
the  Western  country,  it  has  operated  as  a  constant 
annual  drain  upon  the  population  of  the  Atlantic 
States. 

Why  is  it,  sir,  since  the  cotton  factories  of  New 
England  have  got  into  successful  opmtion,  and 
ofier  such  strong  temptations  to  avarice,  that  we 
find  no  emigrant  from  the  South  going  thither  to 
embark  his  fortunes  in  any  of  them  1  The  answer 
is  to  be  found  in  the  condition  of  our  country,  and 
the  character  of  our  people.  The  present  genera- 
tion must  pass  away  before  such  a  spectacle  will 
be  witnessed  in  this  country.  Just  as  soon,  said 
Mr.  C,  would  he  expect  to  see  an  aboriginal  in- 
habitant coming  from  beyond  the  mountain?,  de- 
serting his  native  wilderness,  and  seeking  his  hap- 
piness amidst  all  the  splendid  accommodations 
and  luxurious  habits  of  civilized  life. 

Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  say  nothing  about  the 
demoralizing  effects  of  a  general  introdaction  of 
the  manufacturing  system.  For,  notwithstanding 
he  believed  it  fairly  exposed  to  this  objection,  he 
had  great  consolation  in  believing  that,  whenever 
this  mischief  was  seriously  to  be  apprehended,  it 
presupposed  so  extensive  an  introduction  of  the 
system  already  made,  that  he  could  not  think  there 
was  much  cause  for  alarm  from  this  quarter.  The 
objection  would  gather  strength  as  the  manufac- 
tories of  the  country  became  multiplied  and  en- 
larged.   He  was  not  afVaid  that  the  passage  of 
the   bill  would  suddenly  convert  the  peo^e  of 
this    country    so    much    to    manufactures    that 
their  morals  would   be   ruined.     We   are    yet 
hardly  removed  from  our  starting  point  m  the 
great  orbit  we  are  destined   to  describe ;    and 
nothing  could   be   more  idle   than   to    suppose 
that  anv  vote  which  we  may  give  on  the  qoes- 
tion  before  us  would  have  such  a  transform- 
ing efiect  upon  the  character  of  the  Americaa 
people.    Ages  must  yet  pass  away  before  -we  can 
expect  to  see  a  Manchester  or  a  6irminghain  on 
this  side  the  Atlantic,  except  they  be  scattered 
at  mat  distances  from  each  other. 

Another  objection,  which  is  entitled  to  great 
weight  in  determining  this  question,  is  the  ten- 
dency of  thepolicy  which  dictates  it  to  perpetu- 
ate itself.  Wnen  you  have  once  yielded  to  it, 
you  are  under  a  moral  necessity  for  continuing  it. 
Such  has  been  the  result  of  the  experiment  wher- 
ever it  has  been  made.  This  year,  one  class  oi 
your  citizens  present  themselves  before  you,  and 
appeal  to  you  for  protection.  You  hear  them, 
and  grant  their  request.    The  second  year,  ano^ 
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ther  class,  observing  the  listeoiD^  ear  which  Gk>v- 
erameot  Jends  to  such  applications,  are  encoar- 
tged  to  prefer  their  claims.  They  sacceed,  and 
obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  for  their  special  bene- 
fit. The  third  year  opens  the  way  for  still  a  third 
class,  who  fortify  themselves  on  equally  strong 
groand,  and  make  their  appeal  to  your  justice  or 
yoar  liberality  with  equal  success.  Thus,  all  these 
laws,  from  their  pecmtar  nature,  being  designed 
to  operate  upon  improper  subjects,  produce  con- 
sequences which  were  at  first  wholly  unforeseen. 
These  unexpected  con  sequences,  in  their  turn,  beset 
the  necessity  of  new  legislative  enactments.  In  this 
way  you  progress  to  an  indefinite  length,  filling 
op  year  statute  book  with  explanatory,  supple- 
mental, and  amendatory  acts,  until  you  literally 
lose  yourself  in  a  maze  of  legislation. 

Conduct  like  this  has  no  just  parallel,  except  in 
that  of  a  man  whose  disordered  health  has  oeen 
produced  by  the  indiscreet  use  of  remedies  whose 
frequent  repetition  has  established  their  dominion 
over  him,  and  while  they  impose  upon  him  the 
necessity  of  a  ceaseless  routine  of  medicine,  ren- 
der it  perfectly  certain  that  his  health  can  never 
be  entirely  restored. 

This  is  a  policy  unbecoming  the  destinies  of 
our  rising  ana  spreadin^^  Republic.  I  do  not,  said 
Mr.  C,  wish  to  see  this  country,  by  this  kind  of 
political  quackery,  enervating  and  destroying  all 
the  wholesome  and  natural  energies  of  her  pnysi- 
cai  constitution.  I  am  unwilling  to  see  her  taking 
such  uncommon  pains  to  superinduce  upon  her- 
self, before  their  time,  all  the  infirmities  of  old 
age.  Such  artificial  stimulants  as  the  present 
ooly  suit  the  decline  of  life. 

Our  situation  is  a  peculiar  one.  It  involves  us 
in  high  responsibilities.  In  every  step  we  take,  in 
the  development  of  our  future  destinies,  we  should 
ponder  with  the  utmost  caution  and  most  solemn  de- 
liberation.  We  are  under  obligations  of  the  most 
»cred  character,  not  only  to  me  present  genera- 
tion, who  are  looking  from  every  quarter  of  this 
Union,  with  the  utmost  solicitude,  to  the  issue  of 
our  present  deliberations,  but  to  unborn  millions 
who  will  yet  live  to  experience  the  fruits  of  this 
measure. 

Let  the  course  of  policy  we  adopt  be  what  it 
B^ay,  we  ought  not  to  look  with  too  steadfast  an 
^e  upon  the  history  of  any  other  nation.  We 
ought  not,  especially,  to  gaze  with  too  partial  a 
fondness  on  the  example  of  Great  Britain.  That 
nation,  it  is  true,  has  extended  the  most  munificent 
encouragement  to  the  mechanic  arts,  and  has  fos- 
tered, with  peculiar  favor,  her  manufactures ;  and 
she  has,  also,  enioyed  more  than  her  proportion- 
ate share  of  wealth  and  fame  in  the  great  family 
of  nations.  But  it  does  not,  by  any  means,  follow, 
as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine^  that  the  last 
bas  been  the  result  of  the  former.  If  we  are  to  de- 
rive any  instruction  from  the  example  of  Great 
Britain,  on  this  subject,  it  is,  that  we  should  inter- 
fere as  little  as  possible  with  the  industry  and  pur- 
soits  of  our  citizens.  At  a  period  when  her  most 
^^ious  statesmen,  as  well  as  her  most  approved 
writers  upon  political  economy,  unite  in  expressing 
their  regret  at  the  extent  to  which  that  nation  has 


embarrassed  herself  with  such  regulations,  shall 
we  shut  our  eyes  upon  the  lesson  which  her  ex- 
ample teaches?  Such  regulations  were  never 
adopted  by  Great  Britain  through  choice.  The 
rivalry  and  jealousy  of  neiffhboring  States  forced 
her  to  their  adoption.  And,  because  she  has  been 
wise  and  adroit  enough  to  make  a  virtue  of  ne- 
cessity, and  to  turn  to  the  best  account  the  very 
disadvantages  with  which  she  had  to  contena, 
shall  we,  with  the  vain  hope  that,  peradventure, 
equal  good  fortune  may  await  us,  blindly  imitate 
her  example?  I  cannot  believe  that  any  gentle* 
men  are  disposed  to  indulge  themselves  in  such 
hazardous  speculations  on  the  future  welfare  of 
their  country. 

There  is  another  peculiarity  in  our  situation. 
We  have,  in  the  same  hemisphere  with  ourselvesy 
embryo  republics  springing  into  political  bein^. 
There  are,  in  South  America,  materials,  in  sod 
and  population,  for  great  ana  extensive  States. 
They  are  rising  into  political  being  at  a  period  of 
the  world  peculiarly  auspicious  for  the  formation 
of  wise  governmental  institutions.  Their  im{X)rt- 
anee  has  already  attracted  the  eyes  of  the  civil- 
ized world.  The  immense  advantages  which  may 
grow  out  of  their  future  trading  connexion,  have 
already  excited  the  jealousy  of  certain  European 
Powers.  And,  while  our  near  neighbors  are  es- 
teemed of  so  much  value  in  the  commercial  alli- 
ance they  may  form  with  nations  almost  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  globe  from  them,  shall  we,  in 
their  immediate  vicinity,  remain  indifierent  to  the 
influence  they  may  exert  upon  our  future  destiny  ? 
These  circumstances  ought  rather  to  incline  us  to 
a  favorable  consideration  of  the  friendly  and  com- 
mercial connexions  whrch  may,  hereafter,  subsist 
between  us. 

In  taking  an  enlarged  view  of  the  situation  of 
our  country,  and  of  the  policy  to  which  it  ought 
to  direct  us,  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  we 
are  surrounded  o^;^  all  sides  by  the  ocean.  Look 
to  what  quarter  of  the  horizon  you  will,  and 
your  eye  meets  an  immeasurable  waste  of  waters. 
What  ought  this  circumstance  to  intimate  to  the 
statesman,  who,  like  the  immortal  Edmund  Burke, 
believed  that  the  situation  of  every  nation,  like 
that  of  every  individual,  ought  to  be  the  preceptor 
of  their  duty  ?  Would  he  not  infer  from  it  that 
the  same  munificent  Providence  that  had  blessed 
our  happy  country  with  such  unexampled  abund- 
ance at  home,  had  thrown  around  us  ttiis  circum- 
ambient world  of  waters  to  invite  us  to  transport 
the  fruits  of  our  soil  to  every  region  of  the  earth  1 
Yes  sir,  it  is  our  duty  to  beware  how  we  fetter  and 
restrain  the  spirit  of  commerce.  That,  if  possible 
ought  to  be  left  free  as  the  wind  of  heaven  that 
wafts  it  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep.  Let  us  take 
heed  how  we  legislate  our  wharves,  which  are 
now  populous  and  cheerful,  into  silent  but  impres- 
sive monuments  of  the  commerce  that  has  deserted 
them.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not  wish  to  see  the  flag 
of  American  commerce  floating  to  the  idle  wind 
in  our  harbors.  He  wanted  to  see  it  visitms 
ocean's  furthest  shore,  and  returning  home  with 
the  fruits,  the  treasures,  and  the  riches  of  every 
I  clime.    He  wanted  to  see  it  extending  its  peaceful 
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conquest  over  erery  sea,  and  as  much  respected  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  for  the  skill  ot  our  sai- 
lors and  the  enterprise  of  our  merchants,  as  it  con- 
fessedly is  for  the  heroism  which  so  lately  defended 
it  in  war.  Trophies,  won  in  this  way,  will  con- 
tribute largely  to  the  happiness,  the  wealth,  and 
the  power  of  this  countrv.  And,  althouffh  they 
may  not  hold  up,  in  sucn  a  bright  relief,  a  few 
ambitious  spirits  who  thirst  for  military  conquest, 
will,  when  they  are  collected  together  by  the  future 
historian,  constitute  the  most  emphatic  eulogium 
which  can  be  pronounced  upon  the  wisdom  that 
has  guided  the  councils  of  this  nation. 

When  Mr.  Carter  had  concluded — 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Isacks'  amend- 
ment, was  decided  in  the  negatiTe--aye8  72, 
noes  96. 

Mr.  Gazlay  moped  to  report  the  bill  as  amend- 
ed, but,  before  the  question  was  taken,  Mr.  Mc- 
KiM  offered  an  amendment  laving  a  duty  on  cer- 
tain articles  of  morocco  leather.  The  amend- 
ment was  rejected,  only  40  rising  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  duty  on  iron,  by  reducing  it  from  one 
dollar  and  twelve  cents  to  ninety  cents.  A  mo- 
tion was  made  to  rise — ayes  87,  noes  96. 

Mr.  Clark  then  supported  his  motion  by  a 
speech,  but  gave  way,  at  half-past  4  o'clock,  for  a 
motion  to  rise. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


ToEsoAY,  April  6. 

Mr.  Cocke  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  recommitted  a  bill  '^  for  the 
appointment  of  two  assistant  Indian  agents/'  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments. 

Mr.  C.  explained  the  amendments,  with  the 
circumstances  which  had  led  to  their  insertion ; 
when  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 
^  Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Firman  Le  Sieur,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  a  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  St.  Augustine,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Territory  of  Florida  to  open  a  canal 
through  the  public  land&  to  unite  the  river  St. 
John's  with  the  Bay  of  St.  Augustine ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill 
to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  open  a  canal 
through  the  public  lands,  to  connect  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  rivers  WalMish  and  the  Miami  of  Lake 
Erie. 

Mr.  Warfield  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  submitted  to  this  House  a 
statement  of  the  several  purdiases  of  real  estate  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  within   the   territorial 


limits  of  any  State,  since  the  4th  day  of  July,  1776, 
in  pursuance  of  any  act  of  Congress,  or  by  any  de- 
partment or  officer  of  the  General  Governmentf  da* 
noting  in  each  case  the  particolar  authority  nnder 
which  each  purchase  was  made,  its  date,  and  the  end 
or  use  for  which  it  was  effected ;  the  nature  of  the 
estate  thereby  acquired,  and  the  person  or  persons  by 
whom,  and  to  whom,  such  estate  was  conveyed,  togeth- 
er with  the  &ct  whether  such  purchase  was  or  wsi  not 
accompanied  with  the  express  consent  of  the  State 
of  whose  territory  such  real  estate  constituted  a  part ; 
and,  in  the  former  case,  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what, 
special  jarisdtction  accompanied  the  cession  or  con- 
veyance. 

The  resolution  offered  heretofore  by  Mr.  Alle5, 
of  Massachusetts,  fixing  a  time  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  being  taken  up ;  after  some 
observations  from  Messrs.  Ton  and  Edwards,  of 
North  Carolina,  it  was  laid  on  the  table— yeas  93, 
noes  68. 

Mr.  Randolph  gave  notice,  that,  having  been 
prevented,  by  indisposition,  from  calling  up  his 
resolution  respecting  an  alteration  in  the  compen- 
sation of  members  of  this  House,  he  should  call 
up  the  same  on  Saturday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  relief  to  such  persons,  purchasers  of  the 
public  lands,  lying  between  Ludlow-s  and  Roberts' 
lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  are  liable  to  be 
evicted  from  the  same,  on  the  principles  of  a  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  oi  the  United  States, 
made  at  their  last  term,  in  the  case  of  Doddridge 
against  Wright  and  others,  and  the  committee 
had  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  Mr. 
Vance,  Mr.  Rankin,  Mr.  Latbrop,  Mr.  Beecb- 
ER,  Mr.  Hatden,  Mr.  Archer,  and  Mr.  Sack- 
DERS,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the 
said  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sadnoers,  the  Committee 
of  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  allowing  William  Cleftan  compensation 
for  certain  losses  sustained  by  him  in  consequence 
of  the  impressment  of  his  wagon  and  team,  for 
the  transportation  of  a  part  of  tne  North  Carolina 
militia  to  Norfolk  during  the  late  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burleigh,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  the  laws  now  in  force 
giving  a  bounty  to  vessels  of  certain  descriptions 
employed  in  the  cod  fishery,  to  vessels  of  the  same 
description  employed  in  the  mackerel  fishery. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  foUowiog 
titles,  viz : 

1st.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment 
of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  by  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  public  lands ; 

2d.  An  act  to  change  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
court  in  the  district  of  Kentucky ; 

3d.  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'^  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  <  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt  f 
in  which  bills  the  Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of 
the  House. 
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The  stid  bills  were,  respectivelj,  read  twice, 
and  referred  J  the  first  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Liods;  the  second  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary ;  the  third  to  the  same  committee. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  sereral  acts 
hyiog  duties  upon  imports. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  New  York,  had  moved  to  reduce 
the  daty  on  iron  from  one  dollar  and  twelve  cents 
to  oinety  cents  per  hundred  weight. 

In  support  of  this  amendment,  he  said,  that, 
after  the  rery  protracted  debate  on  this  bill,  it 
coald  not  be  expected  he  would  trespass  on  the 
patience  of  the  Committee  by  goinff  very  fully 
into  the  discussion  of  the  subject.  Indeed,  said 
he,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Web- 
ster^) by  the  very  able  manner  in  which  he  has 
dwelt  upon  this  particular  part  of  it,  has  left  little 
more  to  be  said.  I  believe,  sir,  most  firmly,  that 
no  additional  duty  ought  to  be  laid  on  iron ;  but, 
since  the  Committee  have  decided  against  striking 
it  oat  altogether,  I  have  thought  proper  to  trv 
their  opinion  on  a  moderate  increase,  one  whicn 
will  be  less  burdensome  and  oppressive  on  the  in- 
dostry  of  the  country.  I  do  not  doubt  that  manu- 
facturers of  thb  article,  who  have  good  ore  near 
navigable  waters,  and  other  conveniences  for  car- 
rying on  their  business,  can.  with  proper  economy, 
make  it  profitable  and  prouuctive  under  the  pres- 
ent rates  of  duties.  And  if  others  cannot,  it  is 
because  they  have  not  those  advantages,  or  do  not 
observe  the  same  economv.  I  have,  sir,  a  state- 
ment in  my  possession^  which  I  received  from  a 
respectable  sources  givmg,  in  detail,  all  the  items 
of  expense  in  maKing  a  ton  of  iron.  This  state- 
Qcnt  I  believe  to  m  sufficlentlv  correct,  and  to 
contain  at  least  as  high  rates  of  labor,  dbc.,  as  the 
present  prices. 

From  this  statement,  sir,  it  appears  that  no 
branch  of  business  in  our  country  is  carried  on 
with  more  ]>rofit  to  those  engageo  in  it,  (I  mean 
of  the  description  I  have  mentioned,)  nor  with 
nore  certaintv  of  success;  and  any  further  pro- 
tection wonla  only  be  giving  them  enormous 
profits.  [Mr.  C.  here  read  the  detailed  statement, 
by  nhich  it  appeared  that  the  expense  of  making 
a  ton  of  iron  was  only  $63  60.1  From  the  price 
current,  it  a|q>ears  the  price  ot  this  article,  now 
in  our  market,  is  from  $81  to  $83  a  ton.  So  that 
the  profits,  at  this  rate,  are  from  917  40  to  919  40 
a  ton.  Here,  sir,  is  an  ample  profit,  and  one  that 
offers  better  encouragement  than  almost  any  other 
branch  of  business  in  the  country.  I  am  aware. 
sir,  that  this  will  not  apply  to  more  than  one-third 
of  our  iron  factories — tbat  the  others  labor  under 
d^adraDtages  of  various  kinds,  and  probably  even 
^th  the  proposed  duty  would  find  no  protection. 
Increase  your  duties,  sir,  so  as  to  shut  out  all  im- 
ported iron  from  the  country,  and  those  who  now 
r^ly  require  the  protection,  would  find  them- 
vlves  undersold  in  the  market  by  their  more  for- 
'^ate  competitors,  and  would  as  much  need  pro- 
^tion  a^mst  them  as  the  importers. 
But,  sir,  if  all  these  considerations  were  ob- 


viated, and  none  of  the  objections  I  have  enume- 
rated existed,  I  should  still  be  opposed  to  this  duty 
from  other  considerations.  I  would  oppose  bur- 
dening this  article  with  heavy  duties,  because 
such  a  measure  would  be  at  war  with  the  general 
objects  of  the  bill. 

What  is  that  object,  sir  ?  It  is  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  the  country.  This  bill  proposes  to  Toad 
with  additional  duties  one  of  the  staple  necessa- 
ries of  both  these  emplyments.  You  also  profess, 
by  this  bill,  to  give  encouragement  and  employ- 
ment to  industry.  By  stopping  the  importation 
of  it,  you  drive  a  large  portion  of  the  navigating 
interest  from  their  usual  and  accustomed  habits 
of  industry ;  you  subject  them  to  poverty  and  ul- 
timate ruin ;  you  increase  the  price  of  a  necessary 
material  of  nearly  every  manufacturer  and  every 
artisan ;  and,  what  is  more  than  all.  you  are  load- 
ing the  farmers  of  the  country  with  exactions — 
exactions  which  will  bear  upon  and  oppress  them 
heavily. 

Sir,  I  have  said  I  would  not  advance,  with  this 
bill,  a  single  step  beyond  what  I  believed  to  be  for 
the  interest  of  him  who  cultivates  the  soil ;  I  still 
adhere  rigidly  to  my  determination ;  and  nothing 
shall  drive  me  from  it.  I  vote  for  an  increase  of 
dutv  on  woollen  goods,  because  I  believe  it  will 
make  a  market  for  wool ;  on  molasses,  because,  as 
the  importation  of  it  is  diminished,  its  place  will 
be  supplied  with  grain  for  distillation.  6ut^  when 
you  propose  a  tax  on  this  article,  which  will  bear 
so  heavily  upon  the  farmer,  and  do  so  much  to 
empty  his  pockets,  I  shall  use  my  feeble  efibrts 
against  it. 

But,  we  have  been  told,  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  that  we  must  compel  ourselves  to  make 
thb  article  at  home,  in  time  of  peace,  because,  in 
time  of  war,  our  commerce  wiU  be  driven  from 
the  ocean,  and  our  harbors  locked  up  by  the  enemv. 
This  case,  so  extreme,  so  improbable,  and  unlikely 
to  happen,  may,  in  the  course  of  the  strange 
vicissitudes  that  visit  nations,  ultimately  be  real- 
ized. But,  sir.  when  such  an  event  occurs,  I  trust 
the  want  of  tnis  article  wUl  be  among  the  most 
tolerable  of  our  sufierings. 

Should  we  go  to  war  with  Russia,  we  could 
procure  it  from  Sweden  and  all  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope. If  with  England,  or  Sweden,  we  could  ob- 
tain it  from  Russia.  Should  our  vessels  be  swept 
from  the  ocean,  still,  however,  it  would  be  brouj^nt 
to  our  ports  with  but  a  trifling  increase  of  price. 

Sir,  I  have  made  all  the  inquiry  in  my  power, 
and  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  that  there 
are  more  than  from  five  to  six  hundred  of  these 
factories  in  the  United  States.  These  are  prob- 
ably owned  by  from  five  to  eight  hundre/i  indi- 
viduals. It  is  for  these  individuals  we  are  called 
upon  to  lay  a  burden  on  more  than  ten  millions 
ot  people;  to  drive  twenty  times  their  numbers 
from  their  favorite  pursuit,  and  involve  thousands 
in  ruin.  I  exhort  eentlemen  to  pause  and  reflect 
before  they  take  this  broad  step  in  the  maze  of 
inconsistency. 

Let  me  not  be  told,  that  we  are  furnbhing  em- 
ployment for  a  great  mass  of  our  citizens  in  car- 
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rying  on  each  of  these  factories ;  for  erery  one  I 
who  has  had  any  knowledge  of  this  business  must 
know,  that  their  condition  is  not  bettered  by  their 
employment.  The  workmen  around  them  are 
generally  the  least  enlightened,  the  most  poor  and 
degraded  of  any  in  our  country.  The  employ- 
ment of  most  01  them  is  to  cut  down  and  make 
waste  of  timber,  which,  in  many  cases,  is  seri- 
ously to  the  detriment  of  the  country  around 
them. 

Sir,  in  every  point  of  view  I  have  been  able  to 
look  at  this  subject,  I  have  arrived  at  the  same 
conclusion.  It  will  operate  as  an  unjust  and  op- 
pessive  burden,  from  which  you  will  ultimately 
oe  compelled  to  recede. 

Mr.  Too,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Clark,  said  he  had  flattered  himself  that  one  te- 
dious aebate,  and  one  decision  upon  this  item 
of  iron,  would  have  been  sufficient,  at  any  rate, 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  I  do  not  complain, 
but  1  must  say  that  the  disappointment  is  extreme- 
ly mortifying,  by  a  friend  of  the  bill  renewing  a 
question  m  substance  once  settled — ^renewing  it  at 
tnis  time,  when  it  is  evident  that  delay  is  destruc- 
tion ;  and  renewing  it  in  such  a  manner — for  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  New  York  made  his 
motion,  and,  as  soon  as  he  rose  to  support  it, 
moved  for  the  Committee  to  rise.  The  Commit- 
tee refused.  In  a  very  few  minutes  after,  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  gives  way,  yields  the 
floor  to  another  member,  to  renew  the  motion  for 
the  Committee  to  rise,  which  motion  succeeded, 
and  brings  us  to  the  second  day  of  the  second  de- 
bate, on  a  single  item  of  a  bill  which  has  been  be- 
fore us  now  almost  three  months,  and  a  decision 
upon  which  seems  to  be  protracted  to  a  length, 
perhaps  unexampled  in  this  or  any  other  country. 

Mr.  Tod  said,  I  blame  no  one,  nor  pretend  to 
any  right  to  dictate  to  any  member  what  course 
he  shall  pursue;  yet  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  excuse  me  for  saying,  that,  dismayed 
as  I  am  at  the  time  and  manner  of  his  renewing 
this  discussion,  I  am  still  more  dismayed  at  his 
arguments.  From  our  opponents,  I  can  hear  any 
thing  without  emotion ;  out  the  reasons  given  by 
the  ffentleman  from  New  York  strike  me  with  a 
chili  which  I  will  not  attempt  to  dissemble.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  supposes  that  only  six 
or  seven  hundred  iron  masters  are  to  be  benefited  by 
this  duty.  If  he  is  right  in  that,  then  it  would  be 
true,  that  only  the  merchants  are  benefited  by 
trade  and  navigation.  But  it  must  be  a  total  mis- 
take— the  whote  agricultural  interest  of  our  coun- 
try is  directly  interested.  The  40,000  tons  of 
iron  which  we  import,  the  two  millions  of  dollars 
which  we  pay  for  it,  only  deprive  our  people  of  a 
market  to  that  amount  for  their  grain,  beef,  and 
pork,  which  articles^  those  governments  which 
send  us  their  iron  will  not  sufier  their  people  to 
touch,  coming  from  us.  Our  opponents  admit, 
that  domestic  industry  ought  to  be  protected  when 
we  are  ripe  for  it,  as  the  phrase  is.  Now,  iron  we 
are  not  only  ripe  for,  but,  some  years  ago,  actual- 
ly were  in  the  way  of  fabricating,  to  the  full 
amount  of  our  own  consumption.  One  object  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  appears  to  be,  to 


mend  the  morals  of  our  people  by  Importing  from 
Europe.    To  the  workers  in  iron  he  has  applied 
the  epithets  of  poor  and  degraded.    As  to  their 
poverty,  it  may  be  true  epough.    How  can  it  be 
otherwise  when  their  business  is  so  reduced,  and 
they  cut  out  of  three-fourths  of  it  by  foreign  im- 
portations 7    ^  Degraded  "  is  a  term  not  applica- 
Dle  to  such  men.    To  be  sure,  there  are  many 
professions  and  occupations  which  appear  more 
neat  and  genteel ;  they  iiave  leather  aprons  and 
blacked  faces ;  but  a  great  majority  of  them  are 
not  only  laborious,  but  frugal  and  careful ;  and 
those  wno  are  thoughtless  and  imprudent,  are  yet 
almost  invariably  honest  and  manly.    They  love 
their  country.    Theirs  is  a  robust  and  hard  busi- 
ness ;  there  is  nothing  in  it  degrading  to  body  or 
mind.    Sir,  it  has  been  said  in  this  debate,  some 
months  ago,  or  in  some  other,  I  forget  when — for 
there  is  one  thing  peculiarly  luck]^  in  this  tarifi* 
discussion,  that  every  thing  said  will  bear  repeat- 
ing at  least  thrice,  and  still,  with  all  the  advantage 
and  grace  of  novelty,  having  been  forgotten  from 
length  of  time — it  nas  been  said,  or  might  have 
been  said,  that  the  iron  workmen  of  Sweden, 
when  nobles,  and  gentry,  and  farmers,  and  mer- 
chants and  seamen,  had  submitted  to  foreign  domi- 
nation, collected  together,  and  saved  their  coun- 
try.   It  is  notorious  that,  during  the  gloomiest 
times  of  the  late  war,  and  afterwards  until  Gov- 
ernment thought  fit  to  abolish  the  internal  duties, 
there  was  no  resource  in  our  nation  for  men  and 
money,  sun^ior  to  that  of  the  iron  works  in  the 
interior.    If  supported  and  protected,  they  will 
add  more  real  strength  and  wealth  to  our  country, 
than  the  cultivation  here  of  all  the  cotton  raised 
on  this  continent,  and  Egypt  and  Bengal  put  to- 
gether, could  possibly  do ;  for  this  work  is  carried 
on  by  free  laoor,  that  by  slaves.    Before  he  sat 
down,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  wished  to  relieve  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  TMr.  Clark,)  from  his 
anxiety  lest  the  iron  works  should  consume  all 
the  wood ;  true,  they  do  cut  the  wood  Crom  the 
hills ;  but  equally  true  it  is,  that  the  wood  invari- 
ably springs  up  again,  and  is  ready  for  another 
cutting  every  twelve  or  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Clark  replied  to  Mr.  Ton.  He  snid,  as  to 
the  fears  and  dismay  expressed  by  the  honomble 
chairman,  he  could  only  say,  it  was  unnecessary 
for  him  to  have  disclosed  them  to  the  Committee 
at  this  time,  since  he  was  sure  no  gentlenuin  would 
be  turned  from  his  course  by  such  disclosure.  In- 
deed, sir,  I  am  not  legislating,  at  this  time,  for  the 
purpose  of  pleasing  that  gentleman.  No,  sir;  1 
shall  vote  and  act  without  reference  to  his  opin- 
ions. If  the  gentleman  supposes  his  appointment 
as  chairman  entitles  him  to  direct  all  the  friends 
of  the  bill  in  the  course  they  are  to  pursue  in  its 
details,  he  is  mistaken  so  far  as  relates  to  me. 
True,  sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  a  revision  of  the  tarilf; 
but  it  does  not,  therefore,  follow  that  I  am  boundj 
to  support  the  whole  of  ewety  provision  the  gen- 
tleman has  chosen  to  insert  in  the  bill.  If  that 
gentleman  considers  himself  a  sort  of  drill  ser^ 
geant,  to  manoeuvre  the  friends  of  the  tariff,  I,  fot 
one,  must  beg  to  be  excused  from  his  discipline 
Why,  sir,  all  this  complaint  about  the  time  I  bav< 
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taken  to  in  trod  ace  this  amendment  ?  Are  the 
Commitiee  to  be  told  at  what  time  they  shall  stop 
ameoding  the  bill  ?  I,  for  one,  cannot  recognise 
his  right  to  sach  dictation. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  we  have  arrived  at  the 
second  day  of  the  second  debate  on  this  amend- 
ment. What  then,  sir  ?  Is  this  such  an  appall- 
log  fact  as  to  shake  the  gentleman's  nerves? 
Sorely,  the  case  is  no  anomaly  in  legislation. 
The  Committee  decided,  on  a  former  motion,  that 
(hey  would  not  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
posed increase ;  but  does  it  follow  that  they  will  not 
ledace  it?  Sir,  it  was  not  until  I  learned  that  a 
number  of  its  friends  were  anxious  for  this  reduc- 
tion that  I  proposed  it.  Indeed,  sir,  the  decision 
of  the  qaestioa  on  striking  out  the  whole  was  not 
Ter]r  satisfactory  to  me.  More  than  seventy  mem- 
ben  were  out  of  the  House,  and  the  majority 
small.  The  result,  however,  will  show  whether  I 
am  correct. 

The  only  answer  I  have  to  give  to  the  gentle- 
man's statement,  that  "  two  millions  of  specie  are 
aoDually  exported  to  pay  for  iron,"  is,  to  point 
hiffl  to  the  Treasury  report  of  imports,  exports, 
and  tonnage,  of  the  United  States,  where  he  may 
learn  that,  in  the  preceding  year,  less  than  thirty- 
three  thoosand  tons  of  iron  have  been  imported 
from  all  the  world.  That  nearly  all  of  it  was 
brought  from  Russia  and  Sweden,  and  not  a  dol- 
lar of  specie  has  been  exported  to  either  of  those 
coantries.  On  examination,  he  may  also  learn 
thai  no  monev  is  carried  from  this  country  to  pav 
for  iron,  hot  that  it  is  always  purchased  with  such 
articles  as  we  can  easily  spare,  and  such  as  we 
ooght  to  dispose  of.  Sir,  I  said  yesterday,  and  I 
say  again  to^iay,  that,  as  far  as  my  observations 
hare  extended,  the  persons  in  the  employ  of  iron 
masters,  and  their  families,  are  less  enlightened, 
more  poor,  and  unhappy,  than  any  other  class  of 
citizens  among  us;  that  this  is  the  most  undesir- 
able of  any  employment  in  the  country.  I  shall 
not,  however,  deny  that  a  recruiting  officer  might 
fill  up  his  ranks  among  them  as  quick  as  among 
any  other  people. 

Sir,  having  made  no  allusions  to  ''  black  faces 
and  leather  aprons"  myself,  I  presume  the  gen- 
tleman did  not  mean  what  he  said  on  that  subject 
as  an  answer  to  my  argument,  but  designed  it  for 
other  parposes.  Hoping,  therefore,  that  it  may 
hare  the  desired  effect,  I  shall  leave  him  to  enjoy 
the  benefit  that  is  to  be  derived  from  such  rea- 
soning. 

tf  r.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  after  making 
a  few  introductory  remarks,  on  the  course  which 
had  been  pursued  in  the  discussion  of  the  details, 
as  well  as  the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  which 
he  reprehended  as  furnishing  the  most  unequivo- 
cal tokens  that  its  friends  were  about,  if  possible, 
to  limit  the  freedom  of  debate,  and  force  the  bill 
into  the  House  at  a  moment  when  several  import- 
ant amendments  were  about  to  be  tried  in  com- 
mittee— observed  that,  in  rising  to  address  the 
Committee,  he  could  but  be  sensible  of  the  serious 
tmbarrassments  which  awaited  him  in  following, 
on  the  same  side  of  the  question,  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  WiaaTftB,)  who  had 
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greatly  abridged,  if  he  had  not  entirely  exhausted, 
the  topic  before  them;  and  whilst,  Mr.  H.  said, 
he  participated  in  the  pleasure,  which  all  had  en- 
joyed, in  hearing  the  unanswerable  argument  of 
that  ffentleman,  (an  argument  that  had  scarcelv 
left  the  honorable  Speaker  [Mr.  Clay]  an  incn 
of  ground  to  stand  upon,  notwithstanding  the 
vigor  and  elasticity  of  his  genius,)  he  should  en- 
deavor to  avoid  a  repetition  of  any  of  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachi^tts,  however 
difficult  the  task,  when  speakinp^  on  the  subject. 
If,  however,  he  could  glean  a  single  topic  which 
had  not  been  gathered  in  the  abundant  harvest 
which  had  crowned  the  efforts  of  that  gentleman, 
he  should  regard  his  own  exertions  as  not  abso- 
lutely useless  and  unimportant. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  hoped  that,  in  his  reply  to  the 
honorable  Speaker,  he  would  offer  some  atone- 
ment for  the  trespass  he  was  now  about  to  make 
on  the  patience  of  the  Committee,  when  he  in- 
formed them  that,  at  least  in  reference  to  those 
parts  of  the  gentleman's  argument  in  which  he 
sustained  himself  by  the  force  of  British  authority, 
that  he  would  meet  him  by  English  doctrine,  also; 
and  he  undertook  to  affirm  that,  notwithstanding 
the  ingenuity  with  which  these  authorities  had 
been  used,  there  was  more  to  be  found  in  British 
precept  and  example  to  admonish  us  to  avoid  the 
policy  which  the  nonorable  Speaker  was  desirous 
of  forcing  upon  his  country,  than  the  reverse. 

And  here,  at  the  very  outset,  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
would  take  occasion  to  remark  that,  if  Adam 
Smith  (an  authority,  by  the  waj,  much  contemn- 
ed by  a  certain  school  of  political  economists  in 
this  enlightened  age  and  country)  could  have 
risen  from  his  grave,  and  heard  some  of  the  extra- 
ordinary opinions  ot  the  honorable  Speaker,  this 
worthy  olu  philosopher  would  indeed  have  be- 
lieved that  the  world,  ever  since  his  exit  from  it, 
had  been  in  a  slumber  as  profound  as  that  which 
had  visited  his  own  tomb.  He  would  have 
thought,  with  good  reason,  that  all  those  antici- 
pations of  the  progress  of  troth,  and  the  conse- 
quent extirpation  of  error,  which  ne  had  cherished 
in  a  generous  love  of  his  species,  had  indeed  been 
the  id!e  dreams  of  a  foolish  and  vain  philosophy 
— for  he  would  have  met  here  the  very  dogmas  of 
that  school  of  restriction  and  monopoly  which  it 
had  been  the  chief  business  of  his  valuable  life  to 
refute  and  overthrow.  But  there  would  have 
been  in  reservation  for  him,  one  astounding  cir- 
cumstance for  which  he  would  have  been  alto- 
gether unprepared — and  that  is,  to  have  heard  the 
pathetically  and  poetically  drawn  pictures  of  the 
present  distress  and  debility  of  our  country  attribu- 
ted to  the  freedom  of  our  trade,  and  the  overflow- 
ing abundance  of  our  agriculture!  However 
much  the  narrative  of  these  diseases,  and  their 
causes,  might  have  surprised  him,  the  catholicon 
which  is  proposed  for  their  cure,  would  have  been 
more  a  subject  for  his  especial  wonder  and  specu- 
lation— a  remedy  which  embraces  in  their  most 
potent  combination,  the  old  and  exploded  ingredi- 
ents of  monopoly  and  restriction.  But,  Mr.  H. 
said,  his  business  was  rather  with  the  living  than 
with  the  dead.    Before^  however,  he  dismissed 
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this  branch  of  the  subject,  he  would  say,  if  we 
were  disposed  to  throw  aside,  as  refuse  lumber,  all 
that  had  been  written  by  this  great  man,  on  a  sub- 
ject to  which  he  had  brought  a  philosophic  spirit, 
enlightened  by  the  most  extraordinary  endowment 
of  intellect,  formed  by  the  most  propitious  oppor- 
tunities for  obserration,  and  warmed  by  as  en- 
larged a  philanthropy  as  ever  animated  the  human 
breast,  it  would  be  well  to  advert,  for  one  moment, 
to  the  past,  ^nd  even  present,  situation  of  our 
country,  in  reference  to  the  great  resources  of  its 

Productive  wealth.  If  the  tree  was  to  be  judged 
y  its  fruits,  it  might  be  inquired  how  it  was  that, 
in  spite  of  our  deplorable  fatuity  and  blindness,  in 
running  counter  to  the  favorite  maxims  of  this 
school  of  restriction,  this  country  should  have 
prospered,  and  still  prospers,  beyond  all  example. 
Yes,  sir,  it  might  well  be  asked,  if  high  or  pro- 
hibitory duties  on  imports  are  essential  to  the  pro- 
per development  of  the  industry  of  a  nation,  how 
It  comes  to  pass  that,  within  the  ordinary  dura- 
tion of  the  life  of  man,  we  may  be  said  to  have 
built  up  an  empire  of  such  vast  power,  and  pos- 
sessing, within  itself,  such  varied  resources  of 
wealth  and  happiness. 

Serious  distrust  must  be  entertained  of  any 
scheme,  having  for  its  objects  a  diversion  of  the 
capital  and  labor  of  the  country,  when  we  look 
about  us,  from  one  end  of  this  continent  to  the 
other,  and  see  so  many  monuments  of  what  the 
enterprise  of  our  people  had  effected  in  the  ordi- 
nary channels  in  which  it  had  been  employed ; 
and,  if  one  or  two  of  these  memorials  of  the  in- 
dustry of  our  people  were  selected,  they  would  be 
amply  sufficient  for  the  argument,  without  a  more 
comprehensive  collection.  If  it  were  desirable  to 
see  what  the  commerce  of  the  country  was  capa- 
ble of  effecting,  a  reference  to  New  York  and 
Boston  would  satisfy  this  inquiry.  There  might 
be  seen  the  rise  of  cities,  the  rapidity  of  whose 
progress  is  without  a  parallel,  in  ancient  or  modern 
times.  If  it  was  necessary  to  ascertain  what  sort 
of  wonders  the  results  of  agriculture  could  achieve, 
it  is  only  requisite  to  turn  to  the  West,  and,  within 
the  period  measured  by  the  contemporary  recollec- 
tion of  the  youngest  of  us,  to  see  a  wilderifiess  sub- 
dued, a  vast  and  intellijrent  population  created 
and  sustained  by  the  prolific  treasures  of  the  earth. 
It  might  indeed  be  seen,  that,  since  the  peace  of 
'82,  by  the  conjoint  operation  of  commerce  and 
agriculture,  seven  millions  had  been  added  to  our 
population,  eleven  States  to  the  Confederacy,  in- 
numerable tracts  of  fertile  territory  brought  into 
successful  culture,  and,  in  spite  or  all  that  had 
been  said,  a  vast  and  almost  incalculable  sum 
added  to  the  active  capital  of  the  country. 

Before,  therefore,  we  acquiesce  in  the  necessity 
of  changing  the  existing  employment  of  capital, 
in  our  country,  which  has  confessedly  done  so 
much  for  us,  there  are  a  few  salutary  truths, 
which,  however  old-fashioned  they  may  be,  it 
may  not  be  unimportant  to  notice. 

One  of  the  first  of  these  is,  that  the  production 
of  a  country  muse  depend  on  its  capital  and  labor, 
and  that  the  latter  bears  a  just  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  skill  and  industry  with  which  the  for- 


mer may  be  employed ;  now  it  follows  as  a  fair 
corollary  from  these  principles,  that  labor  and 
capital,  if  left  to  their  own  direction,  will  always 
seek,  and  find,  their  most  prosperous  exercise  and 
investment,  and  that  this  may  be  safely  confided 
to  the  sagacity  of  individuals  who,  by  a  law  of 
nature,  invariable  in  its  operation,  will  pursue  that 
department  of  industry  which  promises  to  yield 
either  immediately  or  ultimately  the  greatest 
profit  Thus  it  is,  in  the  words  of  a  popular  au- 
thor, that,  ^^  whenever  any  thing  is  to  be  made  by 
a  particular  employment  of  industry,  it  wants  no 
encouragement;  where  there  is  nothing  to  be 
made,  it  deserves  none." 

We  may.  at  least,  be  certain  of  one  fact,  that 
no  divine  alchemy  has  been  revealed  to  as,  that 
we  can,  at  pleasure,  produce  wealth,  by  legislating 
an  alteration  in  the  pursuits  of  our  peo|ue.  We 
may,  it  is  true,  disturo  the  ordinary  operations  of 
labor,  and  increase  the  profits  of  a  given  branch 
of  industry ;  but,  as  the  whole  of  our  society  must 
make  up  its  aggr^ate  account  of  profit  and  loss, 
what  is  added  to  one  class  as  profit,  in  the  way  of 
encouragement,  must  be  taken  from  the  other,  in 
the  wav  of  a  tax  and  consequent  loss.  To  con- 
clude tnis  part  of  the  inquiry,  if  there  is  any  truth 
which  appears  to  be  sustained  by  experience,  it  is, 
that  the  only  consequence  resulting  from  the  in- 
terference of  Government  in  the  employment  of 
labor  and  capital,  is  to  give  to  them  an  artificial 
distribution,  and  to  coerce  them  into  less  profitable 
pursuits,  than  if  left  to  be  disposed  of  and  coo- 
trolled  by  their  natural  owners,  who  are  most  sen- 
sible of  their  value,  most  responsible  for  their  use, 
and  have  the  greatest  immediate  interest  in  their 
successful  employment. 

These  remark:;,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  made  without 
indulging  in  any  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  domestic 
manufactures  of  the  country,  and  that  he  was 
prepared  to  admit  that  they  were  to  be  encour- 
aged precisely  to  the  extent,  and  no  further,  than 
this  encouragement  was  not  calculated  to  dis- 
courage the  other  great  sources  of  the  prodactire 
industry  of  the  country.  And  here  he  would  take 
occasion  to  say  that  the  imposition  of  the  duties 
on  imports  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  furnished 
in  all  a  reasonable,  and  in  many  a  high  rate  of 
encouragement,  to  which,  if  were  added  the  inci- 
dental charges  on  importations,  and  with  w^hich 
the  foreign  article  was  almost  exclusiTely  bur- 
dened, the  manufactures  received  all  the  protec- 
tion to  which  they  were  in  justice  entitled,  and 
all  that  the  countrv  could  aflord  to  pav.  When, 
therefore,  the  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of  the 
scheme  of  immense  taxation,  involved  in  the  bil! 
on  the  table,  were  so  regardless  of  the  past,  and 
so  perfectly  gratuitous  in  their  assumption  of  facts, 
as  to  founa  their  arguments  on  the  basis  that  there 
was  no  sort  of  protection,  except  to  a  few  favored 
articles,  they  must  be  prepared  to  say  that  an 
average  duty  of  nearly  twenty-five  per  cent,  on 
the  consumption  of  the  country  was  nothing,  or 
to  admit  that  there  was  sometning  so  incnrably 
defective  in  the  manufactures  of  the  country,  that 
nothing  short  of  prohibition,  or  the  exclusion  of 
all  foreign  competition,  could  furnish  a  fa.it.  return 
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for  their  prod  actions,  or  force  them  into  an  an- 
oatural  existence. 

The  opinioDs  of  the  former  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurr,  Mr.  Alexander  Hamilton,  have  been 
mach  relied  on,  aod  his  celebrated  report  on  man- 
ufactures (anquestionably  a  very  able  and  ingeni- 
ous State  paper)  has  been  quoted,  but  often  with 
a  gross  perversion  of  the  scope  of  the  argument 
of  that  great  statesman.    Great  as  was  his  admi- 
ration, said  Mr.  H.,  of  the  talents  of  thi^statesmao, 
he  was  not  prepared  to  take  his  opinions  on  this 
subject,  or  that  of  Grovernment,  ivithout  some 
qualification  and  limit.    General  Hamilton  was 
a  contemporary  of  the  younger  Pitt,  and  they  may 
Ikave  been  said  to  have  been,  at  the  same  time, 
prime  minbters  of  their  respective  countries.    It 
IS  perfectly  obvious  that  General  Hamilton  rather 
looked  to  the  practice  of  Pitt,  (whom  he  resem- 
bled in  the  grandeur  of  geniusj)  than  to  the  writ- 
ings of  Adam  Smith,  and  the  French  economists. 
His  opinions  came,  tnerefore,  from  the  mintage  of 
(be  restrictive,  exclusive,  and  jealous  systems  of 
trade  and  finance,  which,  in  spite  of  the  occasional 
tbeories  of  Pitt,  oppressed  his  whole  scheme  of 
Gorernment.    But,  as  clear  and  emphatic  as  Mr. 
Bamiliton  was  in  his  report,  he  could  have  formed 
BO  conception  of  the  extent  to  which  his  doctrines 
would  be  pushed,  by  his  present  avowed  disciples, 
who  have  attempted,  with  singular  injustice,  to 
give  conency  to  their  schemes  of  violent  taxation 
and  oppressive  monopoly,  by  the  authority  of  his 
name.    As  the  present  question  is  one  of  figures, 
perhaps  the  best  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  what 
sort  of  eocouraffement  Mr.  Hamilton  deemed  ne- 
cessary for  the  development  of  the  manufacturing 
capacities  of  the  country,  would  be  given,  by  com- 
paring the  rates  of  duties  which  he  proposea,  with 
tbose  in  the  bill  now  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Commitee.    Mr.  H.  said  he  would  now  advert 
to  a  few  of  these  items. 

We  will  begin  first  with  an  article  of  universal 
use  and  importance — nails — on  which  Mr.  Ham- 
ilton proposed  placing  an  import  duty  of  two 
cents  per  pound ;  by  the  bill  on  your  table  this 
duty  is  raised  to  five  cents  per  pound.    Fire-arms 
and  military  weapons  he  rated  at  15  per  cent,  ad 
nlorem ;  you  have  raised  it  to  25  or  30  per  cent. 
Manofactures  of  steel  generally,  on  which  he 
proposed  a  duty  of  7^  per  cent.,  the  bill  on  your 
Wit  has  raised  Tariouslv,from  25  to  100  per  cent. 
Articles  of  copper  and  brass,  which  he  arranged 
at  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  ten  per  cent.,  are  now 
placed  in  the  tariff  under  consideration,  at  a  rate 
of  dqty  as  exorbitantly  advanced  as  that  on  arti- 
cles maaofactared  of  steel  and  iron.    He  recom- 
mended a  duty  of  two  cents  per  gallon  oh  import- 
ed spirits^  of  the  first  class  of  proof;  the  duty  now 
proposed  is  fixed  at  38  cents.    Articles  of  which 
hemp  is  the  component  part,  he  puts  down  at  10 
per  cent,  ad  Yaiorem ;  your  bill  provides  that  they 
should  be  variously  burdened  with  a  duty  from 
30  to  140  per  cent.    Mr.  H.  said  he  would  not 
Utigue  the  Committee  by  any  further  enumera- 
tion, which,  if  extended  throughout  all  the  classes 
of  articles  embraced  in  General  Hamilton's  report, 
woold  be  found  to  sustain  the  great  difference  of  I 


opinion  which  existed  between  that  gentleman 
and  his  self-created  disciples,  as  to  what  might  be 
deemed  a  fair  protection  to  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  country,  and  what  was  in  fact  a  system  of 
undisguised  prohibition.  But  there  is  one  point 
on  which  this  statesman  is  at  least  fairly  at  issue 
with  the  advocates  of  the  proposed  tariff.  General 
Hamilton  certainly  looked  rather  to  an  ultimate 
reduction  of  the  duties  on  imports,  after  domestic 
competition  had  been  brought  fairly  into  opera- 
tion, than  that  these  duties  should  be  progressively 
increased ;  and  it  was  an  emphatic  maxim  of  his. 
that,  if  an  article  required  repeated  and  continuea 
bounties  and  duties  to  nourish  its  production,  it 
was  a  proof  that  the  country  was  not  prepared  for 
its  manufacture,  and  that  it  was  unwise  to  attempt 
to  force  it  into  a  precarious  and  labored  existence. 
When  these  two  opinions  of  this  great  man  are 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  cardinal  principles 
with  which  he  sets  out,  that  the  raw  materials  of 
manufactures  should  be  generally  admitted  free 
of  duty,  it  will  be  obvious  that  his  opinions  have 
been  grossly  perverted,  by  being  pushed  to  an  ex- 
tremity which  he  never  did  or  never  could  have 
contemplated. 

The  true  question,  however,  submitted,  is  not 
whether  the  results  of  manufacturing  labor  be 
profitable  or  advantageous  to  the  country  or  not, 
(for  there  is  no  man  so  silly  as  to  dispute  so  ob- 
vious a  truth;)  but  whether  this  or  any  other 
species  of  labor  was,  in  a  Government  lixe  ours, 
to  be  fostered  by  a  scheme  of  partial  legislation, 
operating  as  a  bounty  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  tax 
on  the  other  ?  To  tnis  system  there  was  a  variety 
of  objections,  some  of  which  Mr.  H.  said  he  had 
endeavored  to  prove  were  applicable  to  principle 
itself,  and  some  to  the  specinc  details  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  know  that  he  could  treat 
the  subject  more  appropriately  as  to  what  re-* 
mained  to  be  said  by  himself,  than  to  attempt  an 
answer  to  some  of  the  topics  which  the  honorable 
Speaker  had  so  ingeniously  discussed;  for,  it 
nught  be  well  said,  that,  if  his  argument  had  not 
produced  conviction,  it  at  least  had  copiously  sup- 
plied materials  for  inquiry  and  speculation. 

The  honorable  Speaker  began  his  effort  by  a 
strong  and  highly  wrought  contrast  between  our 
own  country  and  Great  Britain.  A  contrast 
which  had  been  so  delineated,  as  to  the  boldness 
of  the  outline,  and  the  disposition  of  light  and 
shade,  as  to  put  our  unfortunate  land  in  rather  an 
ill-favored  and  discouraging  aspect.  That  the 
force  of  a  picture  depends  as  much  on  the  hand 
of  the  painter,  as  on  the  subject,  he  believed, 
would  be  readily  admitted;  wnilst  he  was  not 
prepared  to  enter  into  competition  with  the 
Speaker  in  the  graphic  energy  of  these  sketches, 
he  would  endeavor,  nevertheless,  to  vindicate  our 
poor  country  from  a  portion  of  the  reproach  of 
blindness  and  fatuity  which  has  been  cast  upon 
her. 

The  first  reply  which  he  should  offer  to  the 
expoid  which  had  been  made  of  the  inflated  wealth 
of  Great  Britain,  was,  that  he  conceived  it  neither 
a  calamity  or  reproach,  that  our  country  was  not 
as  rich.    That,  after  all,  the  wealth  of  a  nation, 


2183 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2184 


H.  OF  R. 


The  Tanff  BUL 


Aprii^  1824. 


like  that  of  an  iDdiridoal,  ought  to  be  estimated  | 
in  reference  to  its  expenditures;  the  mode  in 
which  this  wealth  was  nsed  for  the  production 
of  the  greatest  amount  of  human  happiness  and 
virtue. 

He  belieyed  it  would  be  found  to  be  an  axiom 
as  true  in  politics  as  in  ethics,  that  wealth  was 
not,  per  M,  the  wmmuinhoMimi  but  he  would  waive 
the  discussion  of  a  trite  subject,  and  say,  that,  if 
this  country  was  tried  by  even  the  standard  which 
the  Speaker  had  indicated,  she  would  suffer  nothing 
in  the  comparison.  But.  in  estimating  the  amount 
of  the  active  capital  of  the  two  countries,  the  great 
disparity  in  their  relative  age  and  existence  ought 
to  be  considered.    The  one  was  a  nation  of  ten 
centuries,  and  the  other  emphatically  of  one.    It 
is  no  answer  to  this  ar|^ment  to  say,  that  we  were 
the  vigorous  offspring  of  the  older  country,  and 
started  into  life  with  all  that  vitality  which  fives 
an  impulse  to  the  maturity  and  growth  of  the 
mother  country.    This  is  not  true.    A  knowledge 
of  the  sources  of  wealth,  which  we  might  have 
learnt  by  her  precepts,  or  even  example,  are  widely 
remote  irom  that  gradual  accumulation  of  capital, 
which  is  the  result  of  labor  and  skill.    Our  fore- 
fathers came  here  without  money — they  did  not 
find  it  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  but  they  wrung 
it  from  our  soil  and  our  seas  by  the  grasp  of  an 
untiring  and  persevering  industry.    If,  therefore, 
all  the  circumstances  be  taken  into  account,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty,  he  believed,  in  proving 
that  the  progress  of  this  country  in  the  accumu- 
lation of  capital,  had  been  fouch  greater  than  that 
of  Great  Britain,  in  the  same  period.    It  was  true 
that  the  indicia  of  this  accumulation  would  be 
dissimilar,  but  that  would  not  prove  our  acquisi- 
tions were  less  valuable.    From  the  peculiarities 
of  our  situation,  both  in  reference  to  the  extent 
of  our  territory  and  seas,  this  accumulation  had  a 
natural  irrepressible  tendency  to  agriculture  and 
commerce,  to  the  opening  and  cultivation  of  ex- 
tensive fields,  and  to  the  building  up  a  tonnage 
that  was  now  second  to  none  but  that  of  Qreat 
Britain,  and  which,  in  spite  of  all  that  had  been 
said,  was  increasing  more  rapidly  than  her  own. 
In  that  country,  with  a  small  territory  and  dense 
population,  the  accumulations  of  capital,  on  the 
contrary,  take  their  direction  to  manufactures, 
and  this  entirely  independent  of  the  force  of  legis- 
lation ;  for  human  laws  are  but  feeble  instruments 
in  comparison  with  the  force  with  which  the 
whole  economy  of  human  things  obey  the  dic- 
tates of  nature.    It  was,  indeed,  an  absurd  hy- 
pothesis, that  the  country  had  not  grown  rich,  be- 
cause its  fixed  capital  bad  not  been  invested  in 
spindles  and  looms,  as  if  they,  according  to  the 
creed  of  a  certain  set  of  economists,  constitute  the 
only  true  wealth. 

Now,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  take  occasion,  as 
the  most  appropriate  place,  to  remark,  that  the 
difference  in  the  extent  of  territory  and  density  of 
population  between  the  two  countries,  in  deter- 
mining the  price  of  tabor,  had  produced  the  real 
difference  in  the  exhibition  of  their  separate  in- 
dustry. And  whilst  these  causes  would  give  to 
us,  forever,  a  decided  advantage  over  Great  Brit- 


ain in  agriculture,  and,  ultimately  in  commerce, 
they  would,  nevertheless,  secure  to  her,  for  a  long 
series  of  years,  a  superiority  in  manufactures. 
These  facts  would  be  obvious,  by  referring  to  sta- 
tistical tables,  that  were  accessible  to  all.  In  re- 
ference to  population,  it  was  U>  be  observed  that, 
whilst  we  nave  not  any  thing  like  five  persons  to 
the  square  mile,  in  East  Flanders  there  are  554 
persons.  In  West  Flanders,  420.  In  Holland, 
362,  and  in  England,  distinct  from  Wales,  232. 
If,  therefore,  the  old  thirteen  United  States  pos- 
sessed the  population  of  England,  our  nunabers 
would  exceed  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions. 
It  was  not,  therefore,  surprising,  that  the  price  of 
labor  should  be  eight  times  as  high  in  this  country 
as  in  Flanders,  and  four  times  as  high  as  in  £ng- 
land.  The  accumulation  of  capital  in  manufac- 
tures is  the  joint  result  of  a  comparatively^  small 
territorv,  dense  population,  and  surplus  capital 
The  wnole  secret  was,  in  one  wonL  to  be  found 
in  the  price  of  labor.  There  is,  in  fact,  a  species 
of  mechanism,  which  is  still  in  great  demand  in 
our  country,  a  demand  that  exceeds  the  supply,  I 
and  this  the  noblest  of  all  machines,  man.  Thus 
it  is,  whed  we  come  into  competition  with  those 
nations  that  have  a  greater  quantum  of  population 
than  ourselv^  we  must  be  undersold,  and  conse- 
quently accumulate  less  capital.  Where  labor- 
saving  machines  can  be  used,  by  the  intervention 
of  inanimate  agents,  the  reverse  may  be  true,  from 
the  extraordinary  ingenuity  which  characterizes 
the  enterprise  of  our  people. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  apparently  fascinated 
by  a  contemplation  of  the  successful  industry  of 
England,  has  rather  attributed  the  results  of  this 
industry  to  her  legislative  regulations,  and  semns 
to  insist,  that  her  prohibitions  and  monopolies  have 

Erincipally  contributed  to  that  prosperity  which 
e  has  made  the  theme  of  his  eloquence  and  praise. 
To  determine,  a  priori,  as  to  the  causes  of  na- 
tional prosperity,  is,  perhaps,  after  all,  one  of  the 
most  difficult  problems  in  political  philosophy. 
But  the  discovery  that  Great  Britain    owes  a 
lar^e  portion  of  her  wealth  and  power  to  her  re- 
strictive system,  may  be  well  calculated  to  excite 
surprise.    If  wealth  is,  indeed,  the  result  of  this 
species  of  legislation,  we  need  no  longer  sigh  for 
the  faculty  of  transmutinff  every  thing  into  gold. 
Nothing  is  more  easy,  if  the  majority  will  it,  than 
to  pass  an  act,  cutting  ofi'all  our  intercourse  with 
the  rest  of  the  world,  by  prohibiting  their  products, 
and  we  shall  then,  indeed,  have  reached  *'  that 
millenium  which  is  celebrated  in  the  hosannas  of 
the  monopolists."    We  shall  then  command  ^  oor 
own  consumption  ;"  '^  for  imports,"  those  curses 

of  natidnal  prosperity,  *'  will  then  cease" a  ca*< 

balistic  phrase  of  the  most  ominous  import,  ^which 
is  no  where  so  well  understood  as  in  China. 

One  who  may  be  disposed  to  speculate  on  th< 
causes  of  the  wealth  and  power  of  Great  Britain, 
will  no  doubt  save  himselt  a  vast  deal  of  trouble 
by  opening  her  statute  book,  and,  in  the  comp^as^ 
of  a  few  pages,  find  in  her  bounties,  dra^vbacks 
and  prohibitions,  the  true  secret  of  her  prosperity 
This  embraces  a  more  easy  chain  of  reasonine 
than  to  consider  the  thousand  peculiarities  resuk 
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log  from  the  climate,  insular  situatioo,  popula- 1  slight  degree,  as  loon  will  be  apparent  from  the  fol- 
iioDf  and  internal  resources  of  England — ^resources   lowing  facU.    The  total  value  of  British  manufacture, 


which,  by  the  means  of  an  immense  marine,  hare 
bMD  nourished  hy  the  other  three  quarters  of  the 
globe,  not  only  by  the  profits  of  commercial  inter- 
course, hot  by  military  appropriation.  And  here 
is  offered  a  fair  occasion  to  advert  to  the  fallacy 


annually  prepared,  whether  for  home  consumption  or 
export,  was  computed,  in  1813,  by  Mr.  Golquhonn, 
at  £133,000,000.  Since  then,  their  quantity  has 
greatly  increased ;  but,  as  their  price  has  received  a 
material  reduction,  we  shall   probably  deviate  little 


«f  tk^  ^^.'^.t^  ^f  Ik-  Q..«.ir«.  /Tbr-  r«. .-«,  \  «,kA  fro™  'he  truth,  in  assuming  that  sum  as  a  fair  repre- 
of  the  estimate  of  l^e  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clay,)  who  ^^^^^^  ^f  ^^^^,  aggregato  value.  But,  of  this  very 
10  giving,   from  statistical  data,  a  view  of  the    ,^^  amount,  more  thai  £80,000,000  consist  of  the 


great  resources  of  Great  Britain,  founded  his  cal- 
culations upon  the  population  of  the  United  King- 
dom, at  twenty-four  millions  i  taking  ours  at  ten, 
he  was  able  to  work  a  sum  which  left  his  own 
ooootry  somewhat  in  the  vocative,  but  it  was  im- 
portant to  the  success  of  this  argument,  that  the 
whole  external  and  colonial  population  of  Great 
Britain  should  be  omitted.    No  account  was  taken 
of  the  millions  that  are  subject  to  her  sway,  in 
Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  who  are  her  consu- 
mers on  her  own  terms,  and  who  are  paying 
countless  subsidies  to  her  resources.    Not  a  wave 
of  the  Ganges  rolls  to  the  ocean  that  does  not  bear 
some  tribute  to  her  wealth  or  her  power.    But  the 
foundations  of  this  power  were  laid  long  before 
Great  Britain  was  a  manufacturing  nation,  when, 
indeed,  she  imported  almost  all  her  manufactures 
from  tne  Continent.    The  statesman  who  finds  in 
her  prohibition  of  the  export  of  wool,  and  her  corn 
laws,  the  true  sources  of  her  greatness,  has  discov- 
ered, indeed,  the  royal  road  to  mathematics.    But 
it  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  not  a  little  singular, 
whilst  the  honorable  Speaker  is  insisting,  in  this 
House,  that  the  prohibitorv  system  of  England 
has  mainly  contributed  to  ner  wealth  and  great- 
ness, that  Lord  Liverpool  should,  in  St.  Stephen's, 
be  holding  precisely  opposite  language.    This  is 
not  all.    Every  intelligent  statesman  m  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  no  matter  whether  in 
the  Opposition,  or  on  the  Ministerial  benches,  de- 
plores, as  a  serious  misfortune,  the  very  restrictions 
which  we  are  about  to  rivet  on  our  country.    This 
portion  of  the  argument  has  been  so  entirely  occu- 
pied by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  ^Mr. 
Webster,)  that,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  not  willing 
to  weaken  the  force  of  what  that  gentleman  had 
said,  whose  statements  were  confirmed  by  every 
arrival  from  England. 

^Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  in  this 
country,  and  in  tnis  House,  in  reference  to  tlie 
magic  wonders  which  the  exorbitant  or  prohibitory 
duties  of  Great  Britain  have  worked,  in  the  pro- 
ductive industry  of  that  country,  the  honorable 
Speaker  might  have  found,  in  the  very  author  of 
which  he  has  made  such  frequent  and  copious  use, 
a  paragraph  which  is  pregnant  with  instruction, 
and  shows  at  least  that  the  honorable  |;entleman 
is,  in  some  points,  even  at  issue  with  his  own  au- 
thority. In  Lowe's  "  Present  State  of  England," 
(a  work,  by  the  way,  which,  taken  as  a  whole,  fur- 
nishes an  argument  rather  against,  than  in  favor, 
of  the  restrictive  system,)  p.  168,  he  commences 
t  section  with  this  significant  interrogatory : 

'*Art  our  numufaciurea  aduaily  benefited  by  prth 
ttding  duties  ?  That  such  is  the  case,  and  in  a  very 
cooiiderable  degree,  too,  is  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
«f  our  agriculturists.    It  is  true,  however,  only  in  a 


three  great  articles  of  cottons,  woollens,  and  hardware ; 
none  of  which  receive  protection  from  custom  duties, 
our  manufactures  being  enabled,  by  inherent  advan- 
tages, to  repel  foreign  competition,  and  even  to  meet 
our  rivals  in  their  own  markets.  Thus,  our  cottons 
are  cheaper  than  those  of  France,  Germany,  or  the 
Netherlands,  from  various  causes — the  import  of  tha 
raw  material  is  somewhat  less  expensive,  our  ma- 
chinery is  superior,  our  supply  of  fuel  more  abundant, 
and  the  cspital  employed  subject  to  a  leas  heavy 
charge  of  interest.  In  hardware,  we  possess  a  similar 
advantage  In  point  of  fuel  and  capital,  with  farther 
aids  in  the  carriage  of  the  ore  by  water,  and  in  a  sub- 
division of  labor,  to  which  the  Continent  in  no  degree 
approaches.  If,  in  woollens,  our  superiority  be  less 
decisive,  and  if  the  quality  of  cloth  be  more  substan- 
tial, the  fact  is,  that,  from  our  power  of  giving  long 
credit  to  Americans,  and  others,  we  as  yet  retain  pos- 
session of  most  of  the  foreign  markets.'' 

From  this  passage,  it  would  appear  that  Lowe 
is  by  no  means  as  well  acquainted  with  the  tme 
source  of  the  manufacturing  success  of  his  own 
country,  as  our  politicians.    He  has  the  folly  to 
attribute  this  success  to  the  capital,  population, 
fuel,  subdivision  of  labor,  and  internal  navigation 
of  England  ;  we  have  the  wisdom  to  trace  these 
effects  to  a  few  exploded  regulations,  which  would 
now  render  any  man  in  the  House  of  Commona 
a  laughing-stock,  if  he  were  to  attempt  to  uphold 
them.    The  eonclosion  to  which  I  wish  the  Com- 
mittee to  arrive  on  the  force  of  this  unexception- 
able authority,  is  that,  in  reference  to  the  three 
great  articles  of  woollens,  cottons,  and  hardware, 
the  custom-house  duties  of  Great  Britain  furnish 
no  protection  to  the  manufacturer,  from  the  causes 
which  Lowe  has  unfolded.    And  here  it  will  be 
important  to  observe,  that,  in  those  manufactures 
which  England  has  endeavored  to  protect  hj  a 
series  of  duties  amounting  to  prohibition,  her  fail- 
ure has  been  the  most  signal.    The  fact  was  so 
fully  illustrated  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts^ from  statements  as  copious  as  they  were 
authentic,  that  he  should  not  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee with  a  recital  of  authorities  that  hare  al- 
ready been  so  iudiciouslv  urged.    Mr.  H.  said,  he 
would  close,  therefore,  this  part  of  the  argument, 
with  this  remark,  that  the  cause  of  the  failure  of 
the  results  of  any  kind  of  labor,  be  it  manufacturing 
or  otherwise,  is  very  frequently  to  be  found  in  the 
effectofasystem  of  bounties,  of  which  highproteet- 
ing  duties  are  a  species.  They  operate,  in  fact,  as  a 
premium  to  indolence  and  a  want  of  skill,  and^  if 
combined  with  the  absence  of  competition,  (which 
foreign  importations  can  only  steadiW  sustain,) 
they  convert  all  the  monopolists  that  they  create, 
into  so  many  tax-gatherers,  who  levy  their  con- 
tributions on  their  own  terms.    The  cause  of  all 
this  is  to  be  found  in  a  principle  strongly  radicated 
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in  the  haman  mind,  the  true  law  of  its  mobility 
and  powefj  that  success  in  any  gi^en  branch  of 
industry  will  always  bear  an  exact  proportion  to 
the  intensity  of  the  competition  of  those  who  are 
engaged  in  it.  This  is  true  in  arms,  philosophy, 
mechanic  arts,  and  letters.  The  principle  is  in 
nature ;  we  cannot  extirpate  or  control  it.  Ex- 
ceptions to  the  rule  do  not  affect  its  general  truth, 
which  is  sustained  by  the  almost  invariable  ex- 
perience of  life. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  after  descanting  with 
his  usual  eloauence  on  tne  resources  d  Ghreat 
Britain,  (which  he  attributes,  as  has  been  before 
said,  to  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  her  protecting 
policy,)  has  felt  the  necessity,  in  recommending 
this  scheme  of  government  for  our  adoption,  to 
make  some  provision  in  his  argument,  for  the  ob- 
jections which  mieht  be  urged  against  it,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  interna  taxes,  to  which  high  or  pro)iib- 
itory  duties,  such,  indeed,  as  those  contained  in  the 
bill  on  vour  table,  would  necessarily  lead.  And, 
although,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  did  not  dream  for  a  mo- 
ment that  the  agriculturists  of  this  country  would 
submit,  for  any  lenffth  of  time,  to  the  burdens  of  an 
excise,  to  pamper  the  avarice  of  a  corps  of  monop- 
olists, yet,  as  the  Speaker  had  not  contented  him- 
self with  palliating  the  system  of  British  taxation, 
but  even,  in  combination  with  the  poor-rates,  had 
made  it  the  theme  of  his  praise,  it  might  be  worth 
a  momentarv  inquiry  to  ascertain  what  burdens 
the  people  of  England  bear,  in  all  the  multiplied 
forms  of  imposts,  assessments,  and  excise.  Mr. 
H.  said,  he  would  not  fatigue  the  Committee  by 
any  details;  the  aggregate  involved  in  the  propo- 
sition was  enough  for  his  purpose.  He  should 
not  deem  it  worth  his  while  to  lay  any  stress  on 
the  difference  in  the  public  debt  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, although  the  most  enthusiastic  eulogists  of 
EM^land  might,  perhaps,  be  able  to  discover  some 
di£»rence  between  a  debt  of  eight  hundred  mil- 
lions sterling,  and  one  of  twenty-four  millions 
sterling ;  between  a  debt  which  it  is  fully  within 
oar  power  to  extinguish,  without  impairing  any 
of  the  valuable  institutions  of  the  country,  in  the 
short  period  of  nine  years,  (at  least,  if  the  bill  on 
your  table  does  not  become  a  law,)  and  a  debt 
whose  final  reduction  baffles  all  human  calcula- 
tion, and  must  be  regarded,  even  by  the  statesmen 
of  England,  as  a  problem  as  ho{)eless  in  its  prob- 
able result,  as  it  is  inscrutable  in  its  character.  In 
reference,  nowever,  to  the  difference  in  the  actual 
taxation  of  the  two  countries,  it  is  of  a  nature  so 
widely  at  variance,  that  it  is  impracticable  to 
compare  them  with  any  logical  or  financial  ac- 
coraoy.  It  has  hitherto  .been  the  distinguishing 
feiicitv  of  this  country  that  we  have  been  almost 
entirely  exempt  from  the  pressure  of  taxation,  as 
this  word  of  fearful  import  is  practically  under- 
stood in  Europe.  This,  perhaps,  has  been  as 
much  the  result  of  the  mode  bv  which  the  na- 
tional revenue  is  collected  as  of  the  specific  light- 
ness of  the  burden.  This  scheme,  by  which  our 
contributions  are  obtained  through  the  medium 
of  imposts  at  the  custom-house,  may  well  be  de- 
scribed as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  contrivances  of 
modern  times,  and  as  a. mode  of  assessment  pecu- 


liarly adapted  to  a  Government  like  oars.  If  we 
were  called  upon  to  say  what  two  principles  in 
our  institutions  were  most  homogeneoas  to  their 
character,  we  should  certainly  answer,  our  ex- 
emption from  a  Church  establishment,  as  conned* 
ed  with  State,  and  this  mode  of  levying  the  public 
burdens,  by  which  coercion*  its  harshest  feature,  is 
taken  from  taxation,  and  the  contribution  is  not 
only  exactly  proportioned  to  the  ability,  but  the 
inclination  or  the  individual.  In  other  words,  an 
individual  is  compelled  to  pay  in  the  way  of  con- 
sumption no  more  than  he  is  pleased  to  psf,  and 
in  effect  he  may  be  said  to  levv  his  own  tax. 

The  patriot  who  desires  the  immortality  of 
this  confederacy,  cannot  offer  up  a  more  appro- 
priate prayer,  than  that  this  scheme  of  financial 
polity  may  be  perpetual.  But,  in  England,  bf 
what  a  widely  dissimilar  process  are  the  public 
contributions  levied  !  Whilst  the  amount  raised 
by  customs  is  eleven  millions  sterling,  the  whole 
amount  of  her  taxation  is  equal  to  sixty-four  mil* 
lions  under  the  various  heads  of  assessed  taies, 
stamp,  excise,  dbc.  The  excise,  the  most  onerous 
of  all — extorting  from  the  people,  by  its  inezor- 
able  gripe,  twenty-nine  millions  sterling ;  a  sum 
considerably  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole 
amount  of  her  taxes,  which  aggregate  is  equal  to 
the  enormous  sum  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  total  na- 
tional income. 

But  the  process  of  reasoning,  by  which  the  hon- 
orable Speaker  makes  out  that  we,  in  fact,  pay, 
per  capita,  a  greater  amount  of  taxation  than  is 
paid  by  the  people  of  England,  is,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  an  amusing  fallacy,  Could  the  honorable 
Speaker  make  out  his  statement,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  English  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  there 
is  little  doubt  that  it  would  be  applauded  as  a. 
novelty,  not  less  than  the  discovery  of  the  longi- 
tude. But,  notwithstanding  our  proneness  to  be- 
lieve to  be  true,  whatever  is  agreeable,  we  must 
think  the  gravity  of  Mr.  Robinson  or  Mr.  Huskis- 
son  would  be  very  seriously  invaded,  if  the  notable 
secret  was  unfolded  to  them,  that,  in  efiect,  the 
tax  paid  by  each  subject  of  Great  Britain  was 
equal  to  three  shillings  and  seven  pence  sterliog, 
while  the  tax  paid  by  each  soul  m  the  United 
States  was  four  shillings  and  six  pence  sterling* 

The  process  by  which  this  result  is  established 
is  as  ingenious  as  the  conclusion  itself.  The  hon- 
orable Speaker  puts  down,  as  tax  payers,  the  labor- 
saving  machines  of  England,  which  he  estimates 
as  equal  to  a  population  of  at  least  two  hundred 
millions,  to  which  he  adds  the  real  population  of 
twenty-one  millions  five  hundred  thousand ;  the 
public  burdens  he  then  divides,  not  among  the 
payers,  the  21,500,000,  (a  number  much  beyond 
those  who  do  actually  sustain  the  public  burdens, 
as  will  be  presently  demonstrated,)  and  thus,  bv  a 
calculation  altogether  gratuitous  and  conjectural, 
puts  down  our  labor-saving  population  of  ten  mil- 
lions, passing  an  aggregate  to  our  credit  of  twenty 
millions,  in  this  most  extraordinary  sum.  With- 
out stopping  to  inquire  how  any  man,  who  bad 
not  the  arithmetical  combination  of  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  the  patience  of  Job,  and  the  age  of  Me- 
ihusaleb,  could  be  able  to  calculate  the  relative 
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power  of  population,  to  every  horse,  ox,  stream, 
miJi,  water  wheel,  and  everv  other  mechanical 
agent,  io  that  country,  as  well  as  in  our  own,  it  is 
a  sufficient  answer  to  this  argument,  to  observe, 
that  as  these  inanimate  contrivances  neither  eat 
nor  drink,  they  are  at  least  beyond  the  friendly 
toQch  of  the  malt,  salt,  or  beer  excise.  And,  there- 
fore, the  very  subject  forbids  the  calculation,  or 
readers  it  perfectly  unavailing. 

Prom  Lowe's  tabular  statement,  from  which 
tlie  honorable  Speaker  has  taken  his  estimate,  it 
woold  be  seen  that  the  burden  paid  by  each  person 
in  England  is  equal  to  three  pounds  two  shillings 
sterling,  in  this  calculation  the  tax  receivers,  as 
well  as  the  tax  payers,  the  paupers,  pensioners, 
and  placemen,  are  included.  If  these  were  de- 
docted,  how  different  would  be  the  result  of  the 
som^  it  would  make  the  burdens  upon  each  actual 
payer  equal  to  ten  pounds. 

Oar  taxation  is  also  put  down  at  nine  shillings 
ftf  ct^rita^  a  sum  which  may  be  demonstrated, 
perhaps  accurately  enough  for  the  books  of  the 
custom-house;  but  who  feels  this  tax?  For  we 
may  be  assured  that  after  all,  the  weight  of  a  pe- 
eaniary  burden  is  better  ascertained  by  the  pockets 
of  the  people,  than  by  the  reveries  ot  a  financier, 
however  ingeniously  he  may  work  his  dead  reck- 
oning. A  tax  is  more  surely  measured  by  sensa- 
tion than  figures. 

To  the  ingenious  tribute  of  praise  which  the 
honorable  Speaker  had  paid,  not  to  the  resources 
of  Gr«it  Britain,  but  in  some  degree  to  the  means 
bf  which  they  were  extracted,  he  could  only  say, 
that,  whilst  he  wished  his  country  in  possession 
of  these  resources,  he  would  not  consent  to  take 
ihem,  with  the  scheme  of  taxation  by  which  they 
arehrooght  forth  and  ascertained.  The  honorable 
Speaker,  aware,  however,  that  by  adopting  a  sys- 
tem of  commercial  restriction,  which  would  di- 
minish our  revenue  from  imports,  a  resort  to  inter- 
nal taxes  would  be  inevitable — ^he  very  wisely 
smoothed  the  way  for  the  entry  of  what  might  be 
to  a  certain  desree,  the  concomitant  of  his  parental 
'^  American  policy."  The  excise !  Which  he  tells 
OS  he  contemplates  with  any  thing  but  feelings  of 
alarm  and  consternation.  One  might  almost  say 
that  be  looks  at  this  monster,  whom  we  are  about 
to  domesticate,  with  the  same  complacency  that  a 
philosopher  would  survey  a  mammoth,  in  specu- 
latiag  OQ  his  bones  and  magnitude.  He  differed 
^together  from  the  Speaker,  in  believing  for  a 
moment  that  this  terrible  and  vexatious  inquisition 
would  be  borne  by  our  people — an  inquisition  that 
in  £ngJaad  is  unmatched  by  any  thing  that  even 
religions  bigotry,  in  its  infernal  conceptions,  has 
imagiiied  to  vex  and  annoy  its  victims,  in  the 
^hapeofa  pragmatic  interference  in  all  tne  ordi- 
nary concerns  of  life.  It  contains  within  itself  a 
multiform  and  pitiful  despotism,  that  may  be  well, 
^aid  to  knock  at  every  man's  door,  to  wait  at  his 
elbow,  to  weigh  in  scales  of  the  greatest  capacity, 
and  minutest  subdivision,  every  morsel  of  human 
^bsistence  that  he  pats  in  his  mouth. 

It  is  by  the  great  powers  of  extraction  this  happy 
contrivance  possesses,  which  at  once  unites  the 
soctlon  and  flexibility  of  an  elephant's  proboscis, 


that  these  great  resources  are  brought  forth,  on 
which  the  honorable  Speaker  has  so  largely  des- 
canted— a  contrivance  which  extorts  from  a  single 
article,  be  it  the  "  poor  man's  salt,  and  rich  man's 
spice,"  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  the  entire  expendi- 
ture of  our  Government.  Yes,  this  ingenious 
piece  of  mechanism  lifts  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
people  of  England  from  twenty-nme  to  thirty 
milliens  sterling  annually — an  amount  consider- 
ably beyond  our  funded  debt ;  which  sum,  to  use 
the  language  of  Lowe,  "  bears  on  the  comforts  of 
life,  and  interferes,  more  or  less,"  "  directly  with 
the  extension  of  productive  industry." 

Mr.  H.  said,  in  concluding-  this  notice  of  the 
Speaker's  theory  of  taxation,  positive  and  com- 
parative, he  could  not  resist  the  temptation  of 
quoting  from  a  writer  whose  views  on  the  subject 
of  British  taxation  were  somewhat  at  variance 
with  those  of  that  gentleman.    Mr.  H.  said  he 
was  aware  he  was  now  touching  on  tender  ground, 
for  he  was  about  to  name  a  reviewer,  a  personage 
who  had  fallen  under  the  sneers  both  of  the 
Speaker  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures.    Nevertheless,  he  would  venture 
to  quote  from  Mr.  Jeffrey,  and  present,  for  the 
amusement  of  the  Committee,  one  of  the  most 
graphic,  and  he  believed  faithful  pictures,  that 
truth  and  wit  had  ever  concurred  m  producing, 
Mr.  Jeffrey  says,  that  the  unfortunate  Englishman 
pays  "  taxes  upon  every  article  which  enters  into 
'  the  mouth,  or  covers  the  back,  or  i^  placed  under 
^  the  foot ;  taxes  upon  every  thing  which  it  is 
'  pleasant  to  see,  hear,  feel,  smell,  or  taste;  taxes 
'  upon  warmth,  light,  and  locomotion ;  taxes  upon 
^  every  thing  that  comes  from  abroad  or  is  grown 
'  at  home ;  taxes  on  the  raw  material ;  taxes  on 
'  every  fresh  value  that  is  added  to  it  by  the  in- 
'  dnstry  of  man ;  taxes  on  the  sauce  which  pam- 
'  pers  man's  appetite,  and  the  drug  that  restores 
'  him  to  health ;  on  the  ermine  which  decorates 
'  the  judge,  and  the  rope  which  hangs  the  crirai- 
'  nal ;  on  the  poor  man's  salt,  and  the  rich  man's 
'  spice ;  on  the  brass  nails  or  the  coffin,  and  the 
'  ribands  of  the  bride ;  at  bed  or  board,  couchant 
^  or  levant,  we  must  pay.    The  school-boy  whij» 
'  his  taxed  top ;  the  beardless  youth  manages  his 
'  taxed  horse^  with  a  taxed  bridle,  on  a  taxed  road ; 
^  and  the  dying  Englishman,  pouring  his  medi- 
'  cine,  which  has  paid  7  per  cent.,  into  a  spoon 
'  which  has  paid  15  per  cent.,  makes  his  will  on 
'  an  £8  stamp,  and  expires  in  the  arms  of  an 
'  apothecary,  who  has  paid  the  license  of  an  £100 
'  for  the  privilege  of  putting  him  to  death.    His 
'  whole  property  is  then  immediately  taxed  from 
^  2  to  10  per  cent.   Besides  the  probate,  large  fees 
'  are  demanded  for  burying  him  in  the  chancel ; 
'  his  virtues  are  handed  down  to  posterity  on  taxed 
'  marble,  and  he  is  then  gathered  to  his  fathers  to 
'  be  taxed  no  more." 

Mr.  H.  said  he  would  not  detain  the  Committee 
by  dwelling  on  the  pauperism  and  poor  rates  of 
England,  luthough  he  mieht  well  be  tempted  to 
do  so  from  the  example  of  the  honorable  Speaker, 
who  had  found  even  something  to  commend  in 
these  stupendous  evils.  He  would  more  especi- 
ally refrain  from  this  discussion,  because  he  could 
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not  eatirely  attribute  these  calamities  to  the  re- 
strictive system  of  Great  Britain,  although  they 
were  ascribable,  io  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to 
the  sudden  and  tremendous  fluctuations  in  the 
price  and  demand  for  labor,  to  which  manufac- 
tures were  peculiarly  liable.  He  would  take  occa- 
sion to  say  that,  in  spite  of  the  honorable  Speak- 
er's fervid  encomium  on  the  British  system,  which 
he  wishes  to  naturalize  as  an  American  policy, 
that  there  must  be  something  radically  wrone  in 
the  polity  ot  any  country  wh«re  one-sixth  oi  its 
population  is  in  a  state  ot  vagrant  mendicity,  de- 
pending for  their  bread  on  the  other  five-sixths. 

When  our  landholders  support,  at  a  cost  exceed- 
ing the  revenue  of  our  country,  between  two  and 
three  millions  of  outcasts,  sunk  into  the  lowest 
condition  of  human  degradation,  whose  vicious 
habits  and  unparelleled  debasement  require  the 
compass  of  a  volume  of  168  pages  to  detail,  and 
whose  infernal  orgies  surpass,  in  their  moody 
horrors,  all  that  the  genius  of  Dante  or  Milton 
has  conceived  when  most  fertile  in  a  loathsome 
sublimity,  we  might  be,  indeed,  prepared  for  the 
lament  which  has  been  so  piteously  sung,  of  our 
"industry  paralyzed,  our  unavailing  labor,  de- 
creasing capital,  bankruptcy,  and  ruin !" 

The  honorable  Speaker,  after  disposing  of  these 
topics,  comes  at  length  to  the  consideration  of 
the  diseases  under  which  the  country  is  laboring. 
The  disease  which  he  has  discovered  is  remarka- 
ble enough,  but  his  remedy  is  no  less  curious.  It  is 
at  least,  according  to  his  own  showing,  "a  pleth- 
oric ill;"  for  in  his  own  words,  the  fatal  infirmity 
which  is  bringing  us  to  the  brink  of  the  grave, 
"  is,  that  our  production  exceeds  our  consumption." 
By  which  we  are  to  understand,  that,  in  reterence 
to  subsistence,  we  raise  more  than  we  can  con- 
sume or  can  sell  at  exorbitant  prices.  For  no 
man  will  pretend  to  assert  that  the  price  of  wheat 
and  every  species  of  bread-corn  does  not  bear  a 
strict  relation  to  the  price  of  every  thin^  else  which 
we  can  have  to  sell,  and  must  be  so,  from  the  im- 
mutable principles  of  exchangeable  value.  What, 
however,  in  reference  at  least  to  subsistence,  is  re- 
garded as  a  great  blessing  in  other  countries,  is 
considered  as  a  curse  in  this — that  the  poor  man's 
bread  should  be  cheap,  and  attainable  by  the 
smallest  sum  of  human  labor.  It  is  from  this  part 
of  the  Speaker's  argument  that  it  can  be  demon- 
strated that  the  scope  of  his  "  American  policy" 
is  to  make  bread  dear  and  labor  cheap — ^that  is  to 
say,  that  the  farmer  and  the  master  manufacturer, 
between  them,  may  grind  the  laborer  down  to 
their  own  terms.  He  complains  that  there  is  too 
much  labor  directed  to  agriculture,  and  too  little 
to  manufactures.  The  consequence  must  be,  that 
there  is  an  excess  of  subsistence  and  deficit  of 
hands  for  manufactures ;  by  which,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  in  reference  to  the  latter,  wages  are  too 
high.  He  then  puts  the  case — "  Suppose  &ve  hun- 
dred thousand  nands  were  drawn  irom  agricul- 
ture and  directed  to  manufactures ;  what  a  market 
would  it  open  to  the  farmer !"  This  may  be  ad- 
mitted, but  mark  the  result.  The  competition  for 
employment  among  the  five  thousand  would  ne- 
cessarily tend  to  lower  the  rate  of  wages,  whilst 


their  subtraction  from  agriculture,  if  it  operated 
as  the  honorable  gentleman  calculated,  is  to  in- 
crease the  price  of  subsistence.  If  this  laM  expec- 
tation is  not  realized,  there  is  no  lure  held  out  to 
the  farmer  to  embark  in  an  experiment,  the  burden 
of  which,  he  may  be  assured,  he  will,  in  the  end, 
have  to  bear,  cut  the  probable  consequence  re- 
sulting from  this  project  is,  that  whibt  the  price 
of  lalx>r  would  be  diminished,  the  price  of  agri* 
cultural  products  would  remain  the  same — at 
least  uninfluenced  by  the  home  supply  and  home 
demand.  It  has  been  justly  said,  that  the  surplus 
of  grain  exported,  however  little  that  surplus  may 
be,  is  the  measure  of  its  price.  It  has  been  more- 
over with  equal  accuracy  remarked,  that  as  long 
as  land  is  so  cheap,  the  price  of  prrain  will  bear 
an  exact  proportion  to  the  price  of  labor,  adding 
merely  the  interest  on  the  capital  vested  in  the 
land,  necessary  for  its  production.  In  a  grain- 
growing  country,  like  this,  it  is  a  gross  fallacy  to 
suppose  that  the  farmer  can  ever  receive  the  exor- 
bitant prices  which  he  has  obtained  for  his  grain, 
except  from  the  wants  of  other  countries,  or  from 
a  comparative  famine  in  his  own — the  result  of 
unfavorable  seasons.  The  truth  is,  that  wheat  is 
as  hiffh  now  as  any  thing  else  in  the  market;  and 
if  it  has  fallen  fifty  per  cent,  so  have  lands  and 
houses,  ships,  cotton,  and  all  the  other  articles  of 
human  use  and  employment.  But,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  admit  that  there  is  this  large  surplus 
of  grain  rotting  on  our  hands,  as  the  honorable 
Speaker  is  pleased  to  remark.  Is  not  a  country 
comparatively  happy,  that  its  surplus  should  con- 
sist of  the  primary  subsistence  of  life,  by  which 
bad  seasons  and  the  sudden  exigencies  of  war  may 
be  corrected  ?  How  different  is  the  situation  of  a 
country  whose  surplus  consists  of  manufactures, 
(an  evil  that  has  often  befallen  Great  Britain, 
and  is  amply  illustrated  by  her  experience,)  which 
a  starving  population  cannot  eat ! 

The  next  remark  of  the  honorable  Speaker  is, 
'^that  England  takes  from  us  about  five  miUioos 
sterling  value  of  cotton,  out  of  which  she  makes 
twenty-two  millions."  By  which  we  are  to  un- 
derstand that  the  precise  amount  of  her  profit  is 
thd  precise  amount  of  our  loss. 

Tnere  might  be  some  force  in  this  argument,  if 
it  could  be  proved  that  the  very  instant  the  five 
millions  value  of  cotton  reached  En^and,  that 
moment,  by  the  wand  of  enchantment,  it  was  con- 
verted into  twenty-two  millions  sterling,  and  which 
conversion  might  have  taken  place,  had  we  kept 
it  at  home.  But,  when  it  is  considered  that  Eng- 
land has  to  vest  in  fixed  capital  and  labor,  in  fact, 
a  larger  amount  in  proportion,  to  produce  the 
twenty-two  millions,  than  we  have  to  raise  the 
five  millions,  what  becomes  of  the  triumph  of  this 
discovery  ?  It  only  proves  that  we  find  it  more 
advantageous  to  raise  the  raw  material,  than  to 
manufacture  it.  To  remove  all  sort  of  doubt  or 
difllculty  from  this  argument,  it  may  be  illustrated 
by  a  plain  example.  A  planter  at  the  South  has 
vested  in  lands  and  negroes  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  by  which  he  makes  two  hundred  bales  of 
sea-island  cotton,  which  sells  for  $15,000,  giring^ 
him  a  profit  on  his  capital,  aAer  deducting  ex- 
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penses,  of  12  per  cent  A  manufacturer  who  works 
ap  tiiis  cotton,  may  produce  a  value  infinitely 
iacreased,  bat  ne  lias  bad  to  vest  a  larger  amount 
of  capital,  and  so  employ  a  greater  quantum  of 
labor,  when  all  of  which  are  deducted,  his  profits 
cannot,  in  the  long  run,  exceed  those  of  the  planter. 
That  they  probably  will  be  less,  it  proved  from 
two  facts  :  that  the  rate  of  interest  and  the  price 
of  labor  are  higher  in  this  country  than  in  Eng- 
land. 

It  might  be  admitted  that  the  honorable  Speaker 
could  make  oat  bis  proposition,  if  we  had  actually 
existing  in  our  country,  languishing  for  the  want 
of  employment,  an  amount  of  fixed  capital,  and 
labor  necessary  to  work  up  these  five  millions 
sterling  value  of  raw  eotton ;  but,  when  the  re- 
verse is  precisely  the  case ;  when,  in  fact,  all  the 
capital  we  have  is  beneficially  employed  in  the 
existing  channels  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
manufactures;  when  we  have,  in  spite  of  all  that 
has  been  said,  no  idlers,  except  those  whom  dis- 
ease or  immorality  has  doomed  to  mendicity; 
when  the  departments  of  human  industry  are  full ; 
when  no  man  is  a  drone,  except  throogn  his  own 
perversity ;  when,  in  fact,  labor  and  subsistence 
are  in  a  wholesome  and  exact  proportion  to  each 
other ;  what  possible  solidity  is  there  in  this  argu- 
ment of  the  Speaker's,  of  which  it  might  be  said, 
that  it  is  destitute  even  of  plausibility,  but  for  the 
characteristic  ingenuity  with  which  it  has  been 
urged? 

The  diseossion  of  this  subject,  Mr.  H.  said, 
brought  him  to  canvass,  in  the  natural  order  of 
the  Speaker's  argument,  a  point  in  which  he  was 
willing  to  confess  he  felt  the  most  lively  as  well  as 
the  most  profound  interest.  Although  not  a  cot- 
ton planter  himself,  yet  it  was  his  peculiar  fortune 
10  represent  that  portion  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  engaged  m  the  production  of  sea-island 
cotton,  a  section  that  had  more  staked  in  the  des- 
perate and  unholy  game  about  to  be  played,  than 
any  other  part  ot  this  Union.  He  would,  indeed, 
prove  recreant  to  his  trust  if  the  topic  did  not 
challenge  his  keenest  sympathies  and  best  exer- 
tions. That  the  Committee  might  form  some 
estimate  of  the  value  of  this  branch  of  the  indus- 
try of  South  Carolina^  he  would  bring  a  few  facts 
to  their  notice  ;  for,  it  was  by  the  cultivation  of 
this  beautiful  staple  which  unites  in  itself  the  val- 
uable properties  of  silk  and  wool,  that  riches  and 
comfort  had  been  lavished  on  that  section — a  re- 
gion that  was  not.  however,  exempt  from  that  de- 
pression in  the  value  of  property  and  the  price  of 
Its  products,  which  was  common  to  the  whole 
country.  Yet,  this  cultivation  had  done  so  much 
for  its  inhafoitants,  that  it  was  not  surprising  that 
they  felt  such  an  intense  interest  in  the  continu- 
ance of  its  profits.  It  had  reclaimed  from  a  fast- 
coming  poverty  worn-out  fields,  which  had  been 
for  many  years  appropriated  to  the  ill  requited 
ealtivation  of  indigo ;  and,  as  if  by  the  work  of 
eochantment,  transferred  wealth  and  abundance 
to  those  spots  which  seemed  to  have  beea  cursed 
by  the  fiat  of  nature  with  an  irremediable  sterility. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  he  could,  if  he  were  not  afraid 
of  exhausting  the  patience  of  the  Committee,  refer 


to  the  statistics  of  an  island,  which  formed  a  por- 
tion of  the  district  he  represented,  to  illustrate  the 
incalculable  value  of  this  staple,  and  the  miracles 
he  might  almost  say  its  proouction  had  effected. 
This  spot  was  the  Island  of  Edisto,  which,  as 
would  be  seen  by  the  map  of  Sooth  Carolina,  was 
about  forty  miles  south  of  Charleston.  Thirty- 
five  years  since,  it  was  inhabited  by  a  few  plant- 
ers, who  were  eofi^aged  in  the  culture  of  indigo, 
and  who  wrung,  by  hard  industry,  from  a  reluc- 
tant soil,  a  scanty  subsistence.  Then  the  largest 
income  which  anv  one  planter  was  able  to  realize 
scarcely  exceeded  a  thousand  pounds  sterling; 
now,  by  the  introduction  of  the  long  staple  cotton, 
he  knew  one  individual  whose  crop  had  sold  for 
fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  This  island, 
scarcely  twelve  miles  long  and  four  wide,  was 
then  inhabited  by  six  or  seven  planters ;  it  is  now 
almost  as  thicklv  settled  as  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticutj  and  exhibits,  in  the  sobriety^  moderation, 
religious  and  moral  worth  of  its  inhabitants,  a 
singular  example  of  triumphant  industry.  It 
would  be  here  that  Franklin  might  see,  if  he  were 
alive,  a  beautiful  illustration  of  nis  thousand  wise 
and  frugal  maxims.  Mr.  H.  said  that  he  had  se- 
lected an  individual  picture,  to  bring  home  to  the 
Committee,  more  emphatically,  a  knowledge  of 
what  the  cotton  culture  had  done  for  his  country, 
although  his  remarks  were  applicable  to  a  large 

f portion  of  the  Sea-Island  district  of  South  Caro- 
ina.  It  was,  nevertheless,  true,  as  he  had  re- 
marked, that  the  planters  in  this  section  shared 
in  that  depression  which  is  common  to  every  de- 
partment of  the  industry  of  the  Union,  excepting 
those  from  which  we  heard  the  most  clamor  for 
relief.  This  would  be  understood  when  it  was 
known  that  Sea  Island  cotton  had  fallen  from 
fifty  or  sixty  to  twenty-five  cents — a  fall  even 
greater  than  that  whicn  has  attended  wheat,  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much ;  as  if  the  grain- 
growing  section  was  the  only  agricultural  interest 
which  had  suffered.  But,  nevertheless,  the  mar- 
ket of  England  for  this  staple,  was  oi  vital  im- 
portance ;  it  was  not,  therefore,  strange  that  the 
apprehension  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  you 
had  carried  into  the  hearts  of  this  portion  of  our 
common  country,  the  emotions  of  dismay  and 
bitterness.  They  perceive  the  whole  value  of  their 
labor  menaced  by  a  probable  destruction  of  the 
existing  market  for  this  staple,  which  is  better 
adapted  to  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  seacoast  of 
South  Carolina,  than  any  other  that  can  possibly 
be  cultivated.  Whilst  the  planters  of  this  re£^ion 
do  not  dread  competition  in  the  foreign  markets 
on  equal  terms,  from  the  superiority  of  their  cot- 
ton, they  entertain  a  well  founded  apprehension, 
that  the  restrictions  contemplated  will  lead  to  re- 
taliatory duties  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  which 
must  end  in  their  ruin. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  could  not  better  express 
their  fears  on  this  subject  than  to  read  to  the  Hoiise 
an  extract  from  an  able  and  feeling  memorial 
which  he  had  some  weeks  since  the  honor  of  pre- 
senting from  the  citizens  of  Beaufort,  South  Caro- 
lina. A  single  paragraph  would  be  abundantly 
I  sufficient: 
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*<Your  memorialiiti  would  raspectfoUy  observe, 
that,  engaged  in  common  with  their  fellow-citizens  of 
the  South  in  agricultural  pursuits,  they  are  the  culti- 
vators of  that  species  of  cotton  for  which,  it  is  noto- 
rious, the  manufacturing  establishments  of  our  coun- 
try furnish  no  demand  whatever ;  that  the  quantity  of 
fine  cotton,  annually  produced,  is  already  beyond  the 
consumption  of  Europe ;  that,  with  all  the  markets  of 
Europe  open  to  them,  the  staple  (for  which  alone 
their  lands  are  calculated)  is  depreased  to  the  grievous 
injury  of  the  planters ;  that  to  them,  (whatever  it  may 
be  to  others  of  their  feUow*citixens  engaged  in  culti- 
vating the  inferior  cottons,]  the  loss  of  a  foreign  mar- 
ket would  be  the  annihilation  of  their  income." 

I  know,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  these  fears  are  treated 
here  as  idle  and  visionary,  and  that  the  honorable 
Speaker  has  triumphantly  asked,  "  whether  Great 
*  Britain  would  have  the  folly  materially  to  inter- 
'  diet  the  import  of  our  cottons,  from  which  she 
'  makes,  annually^,  upwards  of  twenty  millions, 

<  because  we  imposed  an  increase  of  duty  on  about 

<  a  million  and  a  half  s  worth  of  the  manufactured 
'article  returned  to  this  country?"  In  the  first 
place  the  Speaker  has  fallen  into  an  error  in  his 
estimate.  The  bill  before  you  provides  for  the 
imposition  of  an  increase  of  duty  almost  prohibi- 
tory in  its  character  on  seven  millions  of  our  im- 
ports of  cotton  ^oods  from  Great  Britain,  and  has 
a  direct  operation  on  thirteen  millions  of  other 
articles  which  we  take  from  her.  But  the  Speaker 
assumes  as  a  fact  what  his  experience  as  a  states- 
man should  have  taught  him  some  caution  in 
adopting ;  that  nations  invariably  pursue  a  policy 
dictated  by  the  most  enlightened  views  of  profit 
and  advantage,  and  that  they  never  sacrifice  any 
thing  to  caprice  or  resentment.  Mr.  H.  said  he 
feared  that  the  very  measure  now  under  discus- 
sion was  about  to  illustrate  the  truth,  that  there 
was  no  folly,  however  stupid  and  perverse,  into 
which  nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  were  not 
prone  to  fall,  either  from  vanity  or  passion,  or 
that  misguided  avarice,  which,  invariaoly  '^  doth 
o'erleap  itself." 

In  relation  to  our  Upland  cottons.  Great  Brit- 
ain may,  without  dimculty,  in  the  course  of  a 
very  short  period,  supply  her  wants  from  Brazil — 
to  tacilitate  which,  all  the  ancient  relations  of  a 
favored  intercourse  with  her  steadfast  ally,  Por- 
tugal, would  be  at  once  subservient.  When  it  is 
recollected  that  Brazil  produces  a  cotton  which 
occupies  an  intermediate  place  between  the  Sea 
Islands  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  and  the 
Uplands  of  New  Orleans,  which  the  daily  im- 
provement in  machinery  is  bringing  nearer  to  the 
former,  as  to  most  of  its  uses,  and  that  there  is  in 
this  fine  region,  stretching  through  thirty-five  de- 
grees of  latitude,  from  the  Equator,  a  section  of 
country  admirably  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of 
this  staple,  greater  in  extent  than  the  whole  At- 
lantic States  of  this  Union,  the  reasonableness  of 
our  apprehensions  may  be  estimated,  as  well  as 
the  gross  inopolicy,  by  injurious  duties  on  our  im- 
ports from  England,  of  driving  her,  either  from 
caprice  or  interest,  to  seek  other  adequate  sources 
of  supply.  How  long  the  exclusive  production, 
even  of  the  Sea  Island  cotton,  will  remain  to  our 


country,  is  yet  a  doubtful  and  interesting  problem. 
The  experiments  that  are  making  on  the  Delta  of 
the  Nile,  if  pushed  to  the  ocean,  may  result  in  the 
production  of  this  beautiful  staple,  in  an  abun- 
dance which,  in  reference  to  other  productions^ 
has  long  blest  and  conaecrated  Egyptian  fertilttr. 
But,  the  circumstance  that  many  of  the  costly 
articles  of  luxury  which  are  now  made  of  Sea 
Island  cotton,  can  be  manufactured  of  silk  and 
flax,  coupled  with  the  fact  of  the  great  efforts 
which  are  makine  in  Great  Britain  to  encourage 
the  former  establifihments,  not  by  bounties  and 
monopolies,  but  by  their  destruction,  (for  these 
remedies  are  regarded  there  as  vile  qiukckeries,) 
will  tend  emphatically  to  prove  that  the  present  is 
an  awful  crisis  in  the  cotton  trade  of  the  country. 
We  are  told  by  the  honorable  Speaker,  that  oar 
manufacturing  establishments  will,  in  a  very  shaft 
period,  supply  the  place  of  the  foreign  demand. 
The  futility,  I  will  not  say  mockery,  of  this  hope, 
may  be  measured  by  one  or  two  facts.    First,  the 
present  consumption  of  cotton  by  oar  manufac- 
tories, is  about  equal  to  one-sixth  of  oar  whole 
production,  not  very  much  exceeding  80,000  bales; 
whereas,  the  crop  of  1824  may  be  fairly  estimated 
at  600,000  bags.    How  long  it  will  take  to  increase 
these  manufactories  to  a  scale  equal  to  the  con- 
sumption of  this  production^  he  could  not  venture 
to  determine ;  but,  that  it  will  be  some  years  after 
the  epitaph  will  have  been  written  on  the  fortunes 
of  the  South,  there  can  be  little  doubt.    But  sup- 
pose, for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the  whole  of 
the  cottons  of  the  South  could  be  worked  op  in 
this  country,  where  will  you  find  a  market  for  the 
articles  manufactured — not  at  home ;  for,  of  the 
448,211  bales  of  cotton  which  Great  Britain  pur- 
chased of  this  country,  between  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary, 1823,  and  the  thirty-first  of  December,  1823, 
she  has  sent  back  to  us,  according  to  the  best  cal- 
culations, in  the  shape  of  manufactured  articles, 
about  40,000  bags.    Suppose,  however,  that  our 
home  consumption  be  equivalent  to  140,000  bales, 
(which  is  an  enormous  estimate,)  where  are  you 
to  find  a  vent  for  the  articles  manufactured  of  the 
460  bags  that  will  remain?    In  South  America, 
the  honorable  Speaker  tells  us — ^but  what  a  fallacy 
have  we  here !    What  1  whilst  we  dread  British 
competition  on  our  shores,  more  than  Hamilcar 
hated  the  Romans,  we  can,  nevertheless,  under- 
sell England  in  foreign  markets!    Yes;  whilst 
we  are  told  that,  for  the  very  existence  of  manu- 
ufactures  that  have  been  in  operation  ten  or  fifteen 
years,  it  is  yet  necessary  to  lay  protecting  duties 
of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent.,  we  can, 
nevertheless,  traverse  the  ocean,  encounter  freight 
and  charges  and  duties  in  other  countries,  and 
compete  with  our  old  enemy,  who  is  so  much 
dreaded  at  home.  How  this  is  to  be  effected  with- 
out a  miracle,  Mr.  H.  said  he  was  at  a  loss  to  per- 
ceive, without  our  manufactures,  like  the  Proph- 
ets of  old,  were  more  honored  and  successful  a  broad, 
than  at  their  own  firesides. 

If  th^e  be  any  soundness  in  these  views,  it 
would  lead  us  to  entertain  a  very  serious  distrust 
of  the  belief  that  an  imposition  of  high  duties 
would  not  lead  to  retaliation.    There  was  a  gen- 
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era!  principle,  which  was  so  true  in  reference  to 
the  iotercourse  of  nations,  that  it  might  well  be 
deDominated  an  axiom,  which  was,  that  no  trade 
eoold  be  supported  long  between  them,  in  which 
there  was  not  a  mutally  beneficial  exchange  of 
their  seperate  products.  It  is  true  there  was  one 
exception  to  this  rule,  which  rather  went  to  prove 
its  truth,  and  that  was,  the  trade  with  China. 
This  trade  was  continued,  because  tea  was  the 
exclusive  product  of  the  latter,  and,  consequently, 
that  China  might  always  dictate  the  medium  by 
which  the  exchanges  for  this  article  were  to  be  ei- 
fected ;  but,  if  tea  could  be  obtained  in  anv  other 
qoarter  of  the  globe,  this  intercourse  would  have 
to  yield  to  the  unirersal  laws  of  trade. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  he  protested  against  any  infer- 
etice  beinff  deduced  from  these  remarks,  that  he 
considered  the  trade  with  China  as  injurious.  He 
knew  the  reverse  to  be  eminently  true.  In  con* 
nexion  with  this  topic,  he  would  take  occasion  to 
observe,  that  he  would  as  studiously  abstain  from 
discussinff  the  balance  of  trade,  as  he  would  the 
history  of  witchcraft,  as  the  former  was  just  as 
absard  and  exploded  a  folly  as  the  latter.  The 
time  was  fast  approaching,  when  it  would  be  quite 
as  great  a  reproach  to  the  understanding  of  a 
statesman,  to  indulge  in  the  absurd  dogmas  of  the 
ooe  as  the  other.  It  was,  however,  a  fact  not  to 
be  coDcealed,  that  a  direct  trade,  carried  on  by 
specie,  was  very  often  the  most  profitable,  for  rea- 
sons which  appeared  to  him  altogether  satisfac- 
tory. Iq  the  nrst  place,  specie  must  be  obtained 
by  a  product  which  a  nation  mustsain  by  the  en- 
gagement of  its  own  industry.  By  the  conver- 
sion of  this  product  into  money,  a  fresh  and  addi- 
tiooal  value  has  been  effected,  if  the  exchange  has 
been  conducted  with  skill  and  sagacity.  When, 
therefore,  a  purchase  is  to  be  made  with  the  specie 
thos  obtained*  the  purchaser  enters  the  foreign 
market  with  tne  power  of  promptly  effecting  his 
coQtracts  and  ezcnanges.  The  material  which  he 
uses  io  trade  has  been  burdened  with  a  liffht  im- 
position of  freight,  is  admitted  without  the  pay- 
ment of  duties,  and,  being  of  universal  use  and 
currency,  it  can  at  once  command  its  own  value, 
without  the  delay  and  expense  attending  a  trade 
which  is  carriea  on  by  the  reciprocal  sale  and 
purchase  of  other  raw  or  manufactured  products. 
These  truths  were  so  obvious,  that  he  felt  asham- 
ed, abnost,  to  state  them — but  for  the  plaintive 
notes  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Tod,)  that  our  country  was  fast  sinking  into  a  le- 
thargy from  this  most  ^  ruinous  drain  of  specie." 
Mr.  Hamilton  said  that  he  had  intended,  but 
for  Che  time  he  had  already  consumed,  to  nave 
gone  into  a  discussion  for  the  purpose  of  demon- 
strating that  the  bill,  so  far  from  promoting  what 
with  propriety  might  be  called  the  domestic  man- 
ufactures of  the  country,  was  calculated  to  have 
precisely  a  contrary  effect.  When  he  made  this 
remark  he  had  reference  to  those  innumerable  me- 
chanic arts  which  are  carried  on  with  such  unri- 
valled success  by  oar  coon  try  men «  The  justice 
of  this  observation  might  be  appreciated  by  taking 
for  example  two  or  three  articles  of  prime  neces- 
sity— ^iroa  and  hemp.    The  bill  provides  for  the 


grievous  imposition  of  high  duties  on  both  these 
articles.  For  what  purpose,  as  it  respects  the  first 
of  them  ?  To  help  the  countless  artisans  and  me- 
chanics that  are  engaged  in  working  up  this  ma-» 
terial,  in  all  the  various  and  minute  modifications 
to  which  it  is  applicable?  No.  On  them  (where 
there  is  the  largest  sum  of  industry  engaged)  it 
operates  as  an  onerous  tax.  The  effect  of  the 
duty  will  be  merely  to  pamper  the  oversown 
wealth  of  those  ironmasters,  as  they  were  mdeed 
most  siffnificantly  called,  whose  mines  were  in 
successful  operation,  or  to  give  a  sort  of  convul- 
sive, temporary^  and  galvanic  motion,  to  those 
that  were  sunk  into  a  condition  of  hopeless  insol- 
vency. The  true  causes  of  the  occasional  suc- 
cess, as  well  as  the  general  failure  of  the  iron 
works  of  this  country,  had  been  so  ably  unfolded 
by  the  ffentleman  from  Virginia,  his  estimable 
friend,  (Mr.  MfeRCBB,)  that,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would 
not  detain  the  House  by  discussing  a  subject  on 
which  it  was  impossible  for  human  ingenuity  to 
cast  an  additional  ray.  When  this  article  was 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  burdens  levied  on 
hemp,  their  injurious  operation  against  one  descrip- 
tion of  our  domestic  manufactures  might  be  easily 
estimated — and  that  was  ship  building.  The  me- 
morials which  had  been  sent  from  the  several 
commercial  cities,  had  very  sufiBciently  proved 
the  ruinous  extent  to  which  the  shipping  interest 
would  be  taxed.  That  the  contemplated  tariff 
would  be  equivalent  to  a  tax  of  from  seven  to 
eight  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  each  vessel  that 
might  be,  built,  these  memorials  established.  A 
ship  of  350  tons,  according  to  tfie  proposed  rate  of 
duty,  would  pay  91y3^1  75 — not  including  the  tax 
on  a  chain  caole,  which  is  $250  or  9300 — an  amount 
of  duty  equal  to  the  cost  of  an  hempen  cable,  and 
therefore  miffht  be  regarded  as  prohibitory  of  the 
former  article.  All  this  was  or  most  pernicious 
pressure  on  a  large  class  of  laborers  engaged  in 
the  building  and  equipment  of  ships. 

Mr.  H.  said  there  was  a  radical  error  prevalent 
that  manufacturing  establishments,  in  other  words, 
looms  and  spindles,  were  productive  of  a  greater 
sum  of  human  industry  than  any  other  investment 
of  capital.  He  believed  that  ship  building  and 
navigation  employed  more  of  the  labor  of  human 
hands  than  any  other  pursuit.  When  the  various 
means  by  which  a  single  ship  is  set  in  motion  are 
taken  into  account^  some  estimate  may  be  formed 
of  the  truth  of  this  opinion.  To  illustrate  it  he 
would  ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  whilst 
he  read  a  statement  which  he  had  received  from 
a  merchant  of  the  city  of  New  York,  of  great  in- 
telligence and  respectability,  who  informed  him 
that  "it  requires  fifty  days  work  to  build  and 
equip  and  manufacture  the  articles  in  our  own 
country  for  every  ton  of  vessel. 

*<Take,  for  example,  a  ship  of  300  toon,  and  allow 
120  days  to  build  her,  which  is  about  the  average 
time;  multiply  300  by  60,  makes  15,000  days  labor, 
to  manufacture  her  from  the  raw  material,  beginning: 
with  the  timber  in  the  forest;  divide  15,000  by  120 
daya,  the  time  required,  gives  yoo  the  number  of  peo- 
ple steadily  employed  to  build  ahips  of  300  tons,  in 
120  day  a  time,  which  is  125  men. 
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**  The  capital  reqaired  by  a  ahip  builder  to  cany  on 
the  whole  manafactory,  in  its  Tarious  branches,  and  to 
build  1,200  tons  a  year,  would  be  about  $26,000,  and 
in  that  ratio,  if  he  built  more  or  less. 

•«  Our  yard  built,  this  last  year,  2,200  tons  of  Tessels*, 
consequently,  if  I  am  correct,  has  employed  110,000 
days  labor;  and  the  average  of  the  yards,  I  should 
think,  would  be  about  60,000.  There  are  eight  yards 
in  this  city  whid^  manufacture  Teasels.  Five  or  six, 
probably,  would  average  as  above— say  five;  60,000. 
mulUplied  by  6,  would  be  300,000  days  labor,  in  one 
year,  in  these  yards,  and  would  be  equal  to  the  em- 
ployment of  2,500  men  steadily  in  the  various  parts  of 
the  manufactory. 

<*  The  above  is  distinct  from  the  labor  necessary  to 
sail,  load,  raise,  and  procure,  and  transport  the  load- 
ing, and  the  necessary  repair  for  ten  years.  A  ship  of 
360  tons,  in  ten  years,  will  have  cost  as  much  for  re- 
pairs as  she  did  originally,  when  new ;  it  requires  an 
average  of  60  men,  steadily  employed,  to  sail  her,  and 
keep  her  fit  for  use.  It  also  costs  18,900  days  labor  to 
raise,  bring  to  market,  and  fit  provisions  sufficient  to 
maintain  the  men  necessary  to  manufacture  1,000 
tons  of  ship,  and  keep  one  of  360  tons  steadily  em- 
ployed. 

**  The  number  of  houses  used  by  the  men  employed, 
and,  consequently,  the  men  employed  to  build  those 
houses,  as  well  as  the  provision  required  for  them,  I 
have  not  calculated,  deeming  it  probable  the  above 
would  give  a  general  view  of  the  immense  manufac- 
ture of  ships;  and,  when  we  look  at  it  in  a  national 
point  of  view,  it  is  of  incalculable  importance.  The 
men  are  the  most  robust  and  hearty  to  be  found,  and 
a  class  always  that  will  be  most  required  should  we 
have  war.  ^ 

**  Recapitulaiion, — As  I  have  stated,  it  requires  60 
days  labor  to  manufacture  the  ship  and  outfits,  for  each 
ton ;  60  days  labor,  each  ton,  to  sail,  keep  her  in  re- 
pair, load  and  unload,  raise,  and  transp|Ort  sufficient 
Sroduce  to  keep  her  employed ;  and  will  require  28 
ays  labor,  for  each  too,  to  raise  and  fit  provisions  for 
those  men  that  are  required  to  build,  fit,  sail,  and  re- 
pair, and  raise  the  produce,  to  keep  one  ton  of  vessel 
steadily  employed." 

It  is  against  this  domestic  manufacture,  which 
has  contributed  so  much  to  our  wealth  and  glory, 
that  this  pernicious  tariff  strikes  a  reckless  bio w. 
The  honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Clat)  rentures  al- 
most to  intimate  that  he  thinks  it  a  per?ersion  of 
terms  to  call  a  ship  an  article  of  manufacture, 
which  it  has  been  so  justly  desienated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,) 
whose  defence  of  the  navigating  interests  of  the 
prosperous  city  he  represents  on  this  floor,  must 
entitle  him  to  its  lastmg  gratitude  and  confidence. 

A  ship,  said  Mr.  H.,  is  the  cktfd^cRuvrt  of  manu- 
factures. Whilst,  in  its  construction  and  motion, 
it  sustains  a  greater  amount  of  human  industry 
than  any  other  mechanical  contrivance,  it  was  at 
once  the  noblest  triumph  which  man  had  achieved 
over  the  elements,  and  one  of  the  proudest  tro- 
phies of  his  genius.  No  one,  but  him  whose  soul 
IS  dead  to  every  eenerous  impulse,  can  witness 
this  beautiful  machine,  riding  with  apparent  su- 
premacy over  the  boisterous  main,  (which  but  for 
the  invention  would  have  fixed  impassable  bar- 
riers to  the  intercourse  and  civilization  of  the  hu- 
man species,)  without  feeling  new  pride  and  ex- 


ultation in  the  apparently  indefinite  capabilities 
of  man.  To  an  American,  this  spectacle  is  cal- 
culated to  convey  peculiar  emotions.  Id  a  ship, 
he  may  see  the  emblem  of  his  country's  prosperitr 
and  power — an  engine  which  has  lavished  wealth 
on  our  shores  and  glory  on  our  name. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  he  nad  made  such  an  unrea- 
sonable trespass  on  the  time  of  the  Committee 
that  he  was  constrained  to  ofifer  a  very  brief  som- 
mary,  in  the  way  oi  reply  to  the  remainiog  posi- 
tions taken  by  the  honorable  Speaker.    One  of 
the  most  important  of  these  was,  that  the  passage 
of  the  tariff  would,  by  the  multiplication  of  man- 
ufactures, produce  a  steady  demand  for  labor.   If 
the  experience  of  Great  Britain  furnished  any  in- 
struction on  this  topic,  it  warranted  quite  a  differ- 
ent deduction ;  for  her  manufacturing  establish- 
ments supplied,  of  all  her  various  branches  of 
industry,  the  least  certain  demand  for  labor.  This 
resulted  from  the  very  nature  of  thin^.   The  im- 
position of  an  import  duty  in  a  foreign  countiy, 
on  the  article  manufactured,  or  an  abolition  of  its 
use  by  the  very  caprice  of  fashion,  was  calculated 
to  disturb,  very  seriously,  the  uniformity  of  this 
demand.    It  had  been  very  justly  said,  that  a 
whim  or  freak  in  a  Parisian  belle,  m  laying  aside 
a  fashionable  article  of  dress,  had  very  often 
thrown  thousands  out  of  employment,  and  carried 
starvation  and  beggary  in  its  train.    The  melao- 
choly  circumstances  of  distress  so  often  exhibited 
in  the  manufacturing  districts  of  England,  afford- 
ed the  best  proof  of  this  tremendous  flucioatioa. 
Nor  is  it  absolutely  certain,  if  the  Speaker  conld 
see  the  capital  of  the  country  rested  more  gener- 
ally in  manufactures,  that  he  would  find  a  core 
for  those  bankruptcies  which  he  says  hare  been 
of  such  frequent  and  fatal  occurrence,  and  which 
he  seems  to  consider  as  peculiarly  incident  to 
trade.    In  England^  the  failures  among  her  man- 
ufacturers bear  a  high  and  undue  proportion  to 
the  other  business  classes.    A  popular  joomal  of 
our  own  country  furnishes  the  following  state 
ment  in  reference  to  this  topic :  *'  We  have  taken 
'  up  the  first  English  maeazine  that  came  to  hand, 
'  and  out  of  one  hundred  and  forty  bankrnptcies 
'  in  the  month  from  November  14  th,  to  Decern - 
'  ber  15th,  1821,  twenty  only  were  of  mercantile 
<  establishments,  and  the  other  six-sevenths  of 
'  every  species  of  manufactures.-' 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  in  all  that  had  been  urged  as 
oblections  to  building  up  large  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments in  this  country,  on  account  of  the 
morals  and  health  of  the  people,  (which  were  no 
insignificant  items  in  the  estimate  of  a  patriot  and 
statesman,)  he  fully  concurred.  That  a  few  cap- 
italists should  control  the  votes  of  three  or  foor 
hundred  electors,  he  thought  an  evil  exbibiiiog 
the  most  frightful  portents.  The  answer  which 
the  Speaker  had  given  to  this  objection  was 
neither  sound  nor  satisfactory — ''that  all  large 
employments  in  which  capital  is  used  for  the  por- 
chase  of  wag[es  are  liable  to  this  complaint."  li^ 
no  branch  of  human  industry  has  the  employer, 
however,  such  a  perfect  dominion  over  the  la- 
borer, and  in  none  is  the  latter  so  entirely  de- 
I  pendent  for  his  bread  on  the  former.    The  rerf 


2201 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


2202 


Apbil,  1824. 


The  Tariff  Bill. 


H.  OF  R. 


oecupacioD,  by  a  prostration  of  physical  energy, 
begets  a  moral  subserviency  that  fits  the  man  for 
a  slave.  That  taste  must  be  vitiated,  indeed,  that 
woald  prefer  seeing  a  fellow  creature  fixed  down 
to  a  loom  for  sixteen  long  hours  out  of  the  twenty- 
four,  emaciated  and  spiritless,  a  mechanical  rather 
than  an  intelligent  agent,  whose  mind  does  not 
travel  one  inch  beyond  the  monotonous  flight  of 
his  shuttle — to  the  contemplation  of  a  healthy, 
vigorous,  and  independent  husbandman,  whose 
homestead,  poor  as  it  may  be,  gives  him,  in  feel- 
ing at  least,  the  independence  of  a  monarch,  and 
the  spirit  of  a  man.  Mr.  H.  said  that  he  would 
Dot  detain  the  Committee  by  pushing  the  inquiry 
into  this  part  of  the  subject,  through  all  the  af- 
fecting relations  connected  with  it,  in  relation  to 
the  health  and  morals  of  a  people  engaged  in 
manufactures.  He  would  say  nothing  of  the  hec- 
atombs of  human  beings  that  were  ofl*ered  up  at 
the  shrine  of  the  Mammon  that  presides  over 
these  establishments,  in  the  persons  and  fortunes 
of  the  unhappy  children,  scarcely  released  from 
the  helplessness  of  infancy,  that'were  brought  to 
be  devoured  by  this  Saturn.  The  pictures  which 
Soathey  has  given  of  the  horrors  of  Manchester 
and  Birmingham,  in  which  the  poet  was  supposed 
to  have  blended  no  inconsiderable  portion  or  mis- 
anthropy and  spleen,  will  not  long  remain  a  ques- 
tionable fiction  on  this  side  of  the  water.  The 
recent  discussion  in  the  Legislature  of  a  manu- 
factaring  State,  (fruitless  in  its  result,  except  in 
demonstrating  the  existence  of  the  evils  intended 
to  be  remedied,)  whether  provision  should  be 
made  by  law  for  educating  the  two  thousand  five 
hundred  children  imprisoned  in  these  infernal 
chamel  houses,  is  full  of  instruction,  and  shows 
that  we  are  gradually  and  shall  rapidly  arrive  (if 
this  tariff  is  foisted  on  the  country)  at  that  condi- 
tion when  Espriella  himself  may  travel  through 
oar  manufacturing  districts^  and  gather  abundant 
materials  for  a  fresh  narrative. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  had  intended  to  have  dis- 
cussed the  probable  effect  which  the  Speaker's 
"American  and  paternal  policy"  (all  concreted 
and  concocted  in  the  bill  before  you)  would  have 
on  the  settlement,  and  consequent  price  of  our 
public  lands.  He  would  spare  the  Committee  Uiis 
discussion,  and  make  but  a  single  remark — that  it 
»  perfectly  obvious,  if  in  large  cities  and  small 
towns  and  villages,  more  especially  on  the  Atlan- 
tic frontier,  the  population  of  our  country  becomes 
more  concentrated,  by  the  temptation  which  will 
he  held  forth  of  immediate  employment  at  these 
points,  by  the  establishment  of  manufactures,  the 
stream  of  foreign  emigration  that  has  flowed  with 
a  full  and  prosperous  tide  to  the  West,  will  be  se- 
riouslr  arrested.  The  pecuniary  loss  in  the  di- 
minished value  of  the  public  lands,  which  would 
arise  to  the  country,  important  as  it  might  be,  was 
perhaps  insignificant  m  comparison  with  other 
considerations;  and  these  considerations  rendered 
the  zealous  and  unbroken  support  which  the  gen- 
tlemen from  the  Western  States  had  given  the  tar- 
iff an  inscrutable  problem.  That  portion  of  the 
Union  could  participate  in  no  part  of  the  bill,  ex- 
cept in  its  burdens,  in  spite  of  the  fallacious  hopes 


that  were  cherished,  in  reference  to  cotton  bag- 

fing  for  Kentucky,  and  the  woollen  duty  for  Steu- 
enville.  He  feared,  that,  to  the  entire  region  of 
the  West  no  "cordial  drops  of  comfort"  would 
come,  even  in  the  duty  on  foreign  spirits.  To  a 
large  portion  of  our  people,  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  solacing  themselves  with  Hollands,  Antigua, 
and  Cognac,  Whiskey  would  still  have  "  a  most 
villanous  twang."  The  cup,  be  feared,  would 
be  refused,  though  tendered  by  the  hand  of  patriot- 
ism as  well  as  conviviality.  No — ^the  West  has 
but  one  interest,  that  is,  that  its  best  customer,  the 
South,  should  be  prosperous — that  our  revenue 
should  be  so  ample  as  to  preclude  the  necessity  of 
any  resort  to  internal  taxation — that. she  should 
not  be  coerced  in  reference  to  her  payments  for 
purchases  of  the  public  land.  He  would  go  fur- 
ther and  say,  that,  after  making  an  adequate  pro- 
vision for  the  public  debt,  that  this  (Government 
could  not  adopt  a  more  wise  and  beneficent  policy 
than  to  expend  a  part  at  least  of  the  amount  of 
the  sales  ot  the  public  lands  in  those  great  works 
of  internal  improvement  which  are  so  necessary 
to  the  proper  development  of  the  resources  of  that 
interesting  region,  and  for  connecting  it  by  social 
and  commercial  intercourse,  with  every  part  of 
the  Atlantic  section.  To  enable  us  to  be  both 
just  and  generous,  our  finances  from  revenue  must 
be  unimpaired,  and  he  undertook  to  say  that  the 
existing  policy  of  the  country  would  be  sufficient 
for  all  its  wants,  both  in  relation  to  the  public 
debt,  fortifications,  our  Army  and  Naval  Kstab- 
lishments,  if  not  paralyzed  by  the  odious  measure 
under  consideration,  which  would  alone,  be  be- 
lieved, prevent  the  funds  arising  from  the  sales  of 
the  Western  lands  being  appropriated  to  the  great 
and  enlightened  purposes  he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  II.  said,  that  the  honorable  Speaker  had 
endeavored,  among  the  other  objections  to  the 
bill,  to  remove  those  to  which  k  is  most  particu- 
larly obnoxious,  on  the  ground  of  the  fostering 
patronage  it  would  afford  to  smuggling:.  High 
duties  were  invariably  productive  of  this  perni- 
cious fraud.  The  spreao  of  this  vice  would  ne  in- 
finitely extended  by  the  influence  of  the  opinion, 
that  your  legislation  is  partial  and  your  imposts 
unjustifiably  oppressive.  If  laws  do  not  concur 
with  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  community,  they 
are  feeble  instruments,  and  exist  in  your  statute 
book  as  memorials  of  their  own  impotency.  Prior 
to  the  American  Revolution  the  injustice  of  Great 
Britain,  resulting  from  the  jealousy  of  her  colonial 
system,  led  to  the  most  skilful  violations  of  the 
revenue,  which  it  baffled  all  the  power  of  her  army 
on  shore,  and  her  noarine  on  the  coast,  to  prevent. 
The  same  causes  will  produce  similar  results.  A 
sense  of  unmerited  wrong  inflicted  on  one  portion 
of  your  Union,  will  lead  even  the  virtuous  to  re- 
gard an  indulgence  in  this  offence  at  least  with 
apathy,  whilst  its  immense  profits  will  prove  an 
irresistible  lure  to  the  vicious.  For  the  commis- 
sion of  this  vice  our  coast  furnishes  the  most  ex- 
traordinary facilities,  in  its  extensiveness,  sparse- 
ness  of  population,  and  innumerable  indentures  by 
bays  and  rivers.  The  whole  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  with  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men, 
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would  be  inadequate  to  the  protection  of  the  reve- 
nue, when  yott  make  it  the  interest  of  the  worst 
portion  of  your  people  to  embark  in  the  hazards 
of  these  desperate  yet  profitable  enterprises.  Mr. 
Pitt,  after  trying  every  expedient  which  force  and 
vieilance  could  supply,  considered  as  hopeless  any 
other  remedy  than  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  an 
article,  in  relation  to  which  he  desired  to  suppress 
smuggling.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  in  the  aamin- 
istration  of  this  statesman,  that,  having  ascertained 
that  the  country  consumed  ten  millions  of  pounds 
of  tea,  annually,  and  that  only  five  millions  were 
entered  at  the  custom-house,  he  was  induced  to 
lower  the  duty  50  per  cent. ;  the  consequence  was, 
that  it  ceiksed  soon  to  be  the  interest  of  the  smug- 
ler  to  introduce  this  article,  as  the  rate  of  duty 
id  not  cover  the  risk  of  its  clandestine  introduc- 
tion. And  the  Minister  was  therefore  rewarded, 
as  the  fruit  of  his  intelligence,  with  a  revenue  from 
this  article  double  in  amocmt,  and  the  custom- 
house returns  forthwith  concurred  with  the  esti- 
mated consumption  of  the  country. 

It  is  not  alone  by  the  loss  of  revenue  that  smug- 
gling is  injurious ;  it  raises  up  a  class  of  men  who 
are  at  all  times  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety 
of  the  community.  Men  who  are  habituated  to 
scenes  of  peril  ana  daring,  and  tainted  with  <*  the 
accursed  thirst  of  gold/^  which  gives  to  their 
wickedness  all  the  energy  of  courage,  and  to  their 
efforts  that  perseverance  which  belongs  to  avarice. 
One  of  the  best  accounts  he  had  met  with  of  the 
peculiar  character  of  these  people,  was  to  be  found 
m  a  description  given  by  Napoleon  to  O'Meara, 
of  the  smugglers  at  Dunkirk,  which  was  to  be 
found  in  the  interesting  sketches  siven  by  the  lat- 
ter of  that  extraordinary  man,  who,  witn  all  his 
other  talents,  seems  to  have  shared  with'  Tacitus 
the  faculty  of  striking  off  at  a  moment  the  most 
powerful,  faithful,  and  condensed  delineations. 
With  the  Speaker's  eulogium,  eloquent  as  it  was. 
of  this  remarkable  individual,  Mr.  H.  said  he  had 
neither  time  nor  inclination  to  cavil.  He  would 
merely  remark,  that  Bonaparte's  continental  sys- 
tem, on  which  that  gentleman  had  lavished  so 
much  encomium,  was  now  regarded,  he  believed, 
by  the  first  statesmen  of  Europe,  as  Quite  of  a 
piece  with  his  expedition  to  Moscow.  That  both 
measures  would  go  down  to  posterity  as  a  reproach 
to  the  sagacity  of  that  ffreat  man,  he  had  no  doubt. 
But  he  confessed  that  ne  considered  the  Speaker's 
complacent  esteem  of  Napoleon's  restrictive  sys- 
tem, as  rather  an  evil  omen.  It  looked  as  if  some 
more  tremendous  tariffs  were  yet  in  reserve,  as  the 
ntpkta  uUra  of  the  ^  parental  policy."  The  three 
principal  authorities  on  which  the  Speaker  has 
relied,  have  been  Mathew  Carey,  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  and  Napoleon.  To  give  a  finished  analysis 
of  a  smuggler,  and  to  show  what  sort  of  animal 
he  is,  whilst  he  would  leave  the  Speaker  in  un- 
disputed possession  of  the  two  first  of  these  per- 
sonages, ne  would  borrow  for  a  moment  his  last 
authority.  It  was  in  one  of  those  delightful  talks 
with  O'Meara  that  this  interesting  ex '*e  observed — 

'*  During  the  war  with  England,  (said  he,)  all  the 
intelligence  I  received  from  thence,  came  through  the 
•mugglers.    They  are  terrible  people,  and  have  cour- 


age and  ability  to  do  any  thing  for  money.  They 
had,  at  first,  a  part  of  Dunkirk  allotted  to  them,  to 
which  they  were  restricted;  but,  as  they,  latterly, 
went  out  of  their  limits,  committed  riots,  and  insulted 
every  body,  I  ordered  Gravelines  to  be  prepared  for 
their  reception,  where  they  had  a  little  camp  for  their 
accommodation,  beyond  which  they  were  not  permit- 
ted to  go.  At  one  time  there  were  upwards  of  fire 
hundred  of  them  in  Dunkirk.  I  had  every  informa- 
tion I  wanted  through  them.  They  brought  over 
newspapers  and  despatches,  from  the  spies  that  we 
had  in  London.  They  took  over  spies  irom  France, 
landed  and  kept  them  in  their  houses  for  some  days , 
then  dispersed  them  over  the  country,  and  bronght 
them  back  when  wanted.  The  police  had  to  pay  a 
number  of  French  emigrants,  who  gave  constant  in- 
formation of  the  Yendean  party,  Georges,  and  others, 
at  the  time  they  were  preparing  to  assassinate  me. 
All  their  movements  were  made  known.  Beeides,  the 
police  had  in  pay  many  English  spies,  some  of  high 
quality,  among  whom  there  were  many  ladies.  There 
was  one  lady  in  particular,  of  very  high  rank,  who 
furnished  considerable  information,  and  was  sometimes 

?aid  as  high  as  three  thousand  pounds  in  one  month, 
'hey  came  over,  continued  he,  in  boats  not  broader 
than  this  bark.  It  was  really  astonishing  to  see  them 
passing  your  seventy-four  gun  ships  in  defiance."  I 
observed  thst  they  were  double  spies,  and  that  they 
brought  intelligenoe  from  France  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment That  is  very  likely,  replied  Napoleon.  They 
brought  you  newspspers ;  bat,  I  believe,  that,  as  spies, 
they  did  not  convey  much  intelligence  to  you.  They 
are  terrible  people,  end  did  great  mischief  to  your 
Government.  They  took  from  France,  annually,  forty 
millions  of  silks  and  brandy.  They  assiated  the 
French  prisoners  to  escape  from  England.  The  rela- 
tions of  Frenchmen,  prisoneis  in  your  country,  were 
accustomed  to  go  to  Dunkirk,  and  to  make  a  bargain 
with  them  to  bring  over  a  certain  prisoner.  All  that 
they  wanted  was  the  name,  age,  and  private  token, 
by  means  of  which  the  prisoner  might  repose  confi- 
dence in  them.  Generally,  in  a  short  time  afterwards, 
they  eflected  it ;  as,  for  men  like  them,  they  had  a 
great  deal  of  honor  in  their  dealings.  Thej  oflfered 
several  times  times  to  bring  over  Louis,  and  the  rest 
of  the  Bouibons,  for  a  sum  of  monev  ;  but  they  wanted 
to  stipulate  that,  if  they  met  with  any  accidents  or 
interruption  to  their  design,  they  might  be  allowed  to 
massacre  them.  This  I  would  not  consent  to.  Be- 
sides,  I  despised  the  Bourbons  too  much,  and  had  no 
fear  of  them.  Indeed,  at  that  time,  they,  were  no 
more  thought  of  in  France,  than  the  Stuarts  weve  in 
England.  They,  alao,  offered  to  bring  over  Damoorier, 
Sanaxin,  and  others,  whom  they  thonght  I  hated;  but 
I  hekl  them  in  too  much  contempt  to  take  any  trouUe 
about  them." 

No  man  can  add  any  thing  to  this  picture.  It 
was  full  of  instruction,  and  it  would  always  be  a 
serious  question  with  a  nation  whether  they  ought 
to  adopt  a  policy  calculated  to  legislate  into  exis- 
tence such  miscreants  as  Napoleon  had  deacribed. 
The  Speaker,  however,  complains,  that  all  our 
employments  are  overstocked  ;  that  the  proposed 
tariff  will  create  new  professions  and  departments 
of  industry.  But,  after  all,  would  not  the  renowned 
and  ancient  trade  and  mystery  of  smuggling  be 
the  only  profitable  avocation  created?  lU  thrift 
will  be  unquestionable,  and  its  votaries  may,  at 
last,  pass  for  very  worthy  and  patriotic  men. 
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Mr.  H.  said  there  was  one  consideration  to  be 
borne  io  miod,  which  was  inseparably  connected 
with  the  measure  under  discussion,  and  that  was, 
the  utter  impossibility  of  satisfying  the  monopo- 
lists engaged  in  manufactures,  who  were  so  clam- 
orous for  the  pf^sage  of  this  bill,  with  any  thing 
short  of  absolute  prohibition.  They  had  been, 
by  steadi]v  marching  up  to  this  point,  fathering 
numbers,  by  cunniog  addresses  to  popular  preju- 
dice and  feeling,  from  1790,  through  the  several 
revisions  of  the  tariff,  up  to  the  present  time.  It 
was  as  easy  to  cater  for  a  cormorant  as  to  satisfy 
their  greedy  appetite  for  gain.  Their  industry, 
combination,  perseverance,  and  identity  of  interest, 
rendered  the  whole  corps  more  dangerous  to  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  a  community  than  even  a 
full  and  well-organized  detachment  of  smugglers. 
Their  avarice  invaViably  approaches  under  the 
g:oise  of  pnblic  spirit,  whilst  the  unity  of  purpose 
with  which  thejr  act,  gives  an  overwhelming  en- 
ergy to  their  exertions.  Committees  of  corres- 
pondence, public  meetings,  and  the  press,  more 
prolific  than  the  herrings  of  Norway,  are  all  uni- 
ted, in  a  "  holy  alliance,"  to  fasten  ob  the  country 
a  system  which,  in  taxing  nine-tenths  of  the 
people,  is  to  reward  their  pious  and  patriotic 
efforts. 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  he  had  been  indebted  to  Na- 
poleon for  a  just  delineation  of  a  smuggler ;  he 
would  now  appeal  to  the  writings  of  a  great  man 
for  a  foil  length  portrait  of  a  monopolist.  He 
believed  it  would  be  admitted  that  Adam  Smith 
knew  somethioi^  of  this  personage,  for  it  was  his 
good  fortune  to  have  been  hated  by  all  the  patriots 
of  the  "  protecting  and  parental  policy  "  of  his 
day,  with  a  cordiality  that  was  almost  equal  to 
the  success  with  which  he  exposed  their  selfish 
hypocrisy.  In  the  course  of  a  vigorous  and  phi- 
l(»ophical  dissertation  on  this  subject,  he  re- 
marks: 

**  To  expect,  indeed,  that  the  freedom  of  trade  should 
erer  be  entirelj  restored  in  Great  Britain,  is  as  absard 
ai  to  expect  that  Oceana  or  Utopia  should  ever  be  es- 
ttblished  ia  it.  Not  only  the  prejudieee  of  the  pablic, 
bat  what  is  much  more  incorrigible,  the  private  inter- 
eitfl  of  manj  individaaU,  irresistibly  oppose  it.  Were 
the  officers  of  the  Army  to  oppose,  with  the  same  seal 
sod  aoanimitj,  any  reduction  in  the  number  of  forces, 
with  which  master  manufacturers  set  themselves 
tguftit  every  law  that  is  likely  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  their  rivals  in  the  home  market;  were  the 
former  to  animate  their  soldiers  in  the  asms  manner 
^  the  Utter  inflame  their  workmen,  to  sttack,  with 
vioieoca  and  outrage,  the  proposers  of  any  such  regu- 
laiion ;  to  attempt  to  reduce  the  Army  would  be  as 
dsDgaioas  as  it  haa  now  beoorae  to  attempt  to  dimin- 
ish, in  soy  reepect,  the  monopoly  which  oar  mana- 
^taren  have  obtained  against  ns. 

"This  monopoly  has  so  much  incresaed  the  number 
of  tome  particular  tribea  of  them,  that,  like  an  over- 
grown standing  army,  they  have  become  formidable  to 
the  Government,  and,  upon  many  occasions,  intimi- 
date the  Legislatnre. 

**  The  member  of  Parliament  who  sapports  every 
propoial  lor  strengthening  this  monopoly,  is  sore  to  ac- 
tsire  not  only  the  reputation  of  underatanding  trade, 
bat  great  popoWurity  and  influence  with  an  order  of 


men  whose  numbers  and  wealth  render  them  of  great 
importance.  If  he  opposes  them,  on  the  Contrary,  and 
still  more  if  he  has  authority  enough  to  be  able  to 
thwart  them,  neither  the  most  scknowledged  probity, 
nor  the  highest  rank,  nor  the  greatest  public  services, 
csn  protect  him  from  the  most  infamous  abuse  and 
detraction,  from  personal  in.<ults,  nor,  sometimes,  from 
real  danger,  arising  from  the  insolent  outrage  of  furi- 
ous and  disappointed  monopolists." 

Has  not  a  portion  of  this  picture  been  already 
realized  in  our  own  country,  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  this  manufacturing  millenium  1  Is 
not  a  man's  reputation  in  Congress  ^<  for  under- 
standing trade"  and  finance,  just  in  proportion  as 
he  may  favor  the  tariff''?  Have  we  not  heard  "of 
master  manufacturers  inflaming  their  workmen 
to  attack  with  outrage  and  violence  the  proposers 
of  regulations  calculated  to  defeat  their  profits?" 
Let  the  recent  events  at  a  public  meeting  at  New 
York  respond  to  this  inquiry.  In  relation  to  thb 
extraordinary  and  disgraceful  event  it  has  been 
asserted  that  ruffians  belonging  to  tne  manufac- 
tories of  the  neighboring  towns  were  brought  over 
for  the  purpose  of  overawing  the  deliberations  of 
an  assembly,  convened  for  the  purpose  of  protest- 
ing against  the  passage  of  the  proposed  tans'. 
This  may  be  regarded  as  a  fearful  augury,  indeed, 
of  the  path  we  are  travelling — a  path  m  which 
there  is  neither  "  pleasantness  nor  peace." 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  his  duty  to  those  who  gave 
him  his  warrant  to  be  heard  on  that  floor,  would 
not  permit  him  to  disguise  a  single  opinion  which 
he  entertained  in  regard  to  the  pernicious  charac- 
ter of  the  measure  under  consideration.  His  feel- 
ings did  not  allow  him  very  nicely  to  measure  his 
words.  He  would  not  travel  out  of  his  way  to 
say  an  unkind  thing,  but  for  whatever  he  did  sa  v, 
even  in  the  intemperance  of  his  zeal,  he  was  wil- 
ling to  be  regarded  as  responsible  both  in  thb 
House  and  out  of  this'  House.  Privilege  with 
him  should  never  be  synonymous  with  protection 
and  impunity.  He  would,  therefore,  speak  of  the 
bill  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  got' up 
last  as  he  believed  they  deserved.  The  first  thing 
he  should  say,  was,  that  he  believed  there  had 
been  more  outdoor  than  indoor  legislation,  in  re- 
gard to  the  measure.  He  feared  that  the  sheet, 
now  so  fearfully  filled  up,  had  been,  for  some  time 
before  the  commencement  of  the  session,  held  up 
as  a  sort  of  carte  Uaneke  in  which  every  monopo- 
list might  insert  just  such  a  tax  as  he  wished  levied 
on  the  community  to  encourage  his  pious  labors.  If 
he  had  understood  correctly,  all  sorts  of  pilgrims 
had  travelled  to  the  room  of  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures,  from  the  sturdy  iron  master  down 
to  the  poor  manufacturer  of  whetstones,  all  equally 
clamorous  for  the  protection  "  of  a  parentalj  of  an 
American  policy."  A  friend,  in  whose  veracity 
and  accuracy  he  had  great  confidence,  had  in- 
formed him  that  he  had  seen,  in  a  jpaper  of  one 
of  the  cities  north  of  this,  a  letter  from  an  um- 
brella maker,  in  which  he  boasted  of  his  having 
successfully  used  his  influence  with  the  com- 
mittee, to  insert  an  increase  of  duty  on  um- 
brellas, in  some  way  to  encourage  their  manu- 
facture. 
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Mr.  H.  said  be  would  not  stop  to  inqaire  whe- 
ther one  of  these  trips  to  the  Seat  of  Government 
was  as  holy  as  a  pilgrimage  io  Jerusalem  or  Mec- 
ca ;  but  he  neyertheiess  thought  that  a  man  might 
be  more  worthily  employed  at  home  than  in  jour- 
neys having  for  their  object  the  transfer  of  other 
people's  money  into  their  own  pockets,  although 
the  purpose  might  be  most  marvellously  connected 
with  great  considerations  of  public  utility,  and  the 
most  lofty  and  spotless  patriotism.  Even  if  he 
was  disposed  to  subscribe  to  the  policy  of  the  bill, 
he  confessed  he  had  serious  distrust  of  its  details. 
He  believed  that  some  one  who  had  had  the  pa- 
tience to  count  them,  had  ascertained  that  they  con- 
sisted of  nearly  300  items,  on  which  an  increase 
of  duty  has  been  laid.  He  understood  that  such 
a  lumping  revision  of  a  tariff  had  never  been 
attempted,  even  in  England.  There,  no  altera- 
tion in  the  existing  duties  ever  took  place,  that 
was  not  proposed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, after  it  had  passed  through  the  scrutiny 
of  the  Board  of  Trade.  And  even  then  merchants 
and  manufacturers  of  intelligence  and  experi- 
ence were  examined  in  committee,  or  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  to  the  practical  op- 
eration of  the  contemplated  change. 

Now,  it  was  a  fact,  he  believed,  of  universal 
notoriety,  that  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
had  not  officially  consulted  the  Secretar^r  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  a  bill,  either  most  oppressively  to 
increase  or  injuriously  to  diminish  our  revenue,  is 
about  to  be  passed,  without  his  public  sanction. 
This  deficiency  had  not  been  supplied  by  the 
abundant  knowledge  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, the  chairman  of  the  committee,  (Mr. 
Too,)  who  bad  been  convicted,  on  more  occasions 
than  one,  o£  a  gross  ignorance  of  the  operation, 
bearing,  and  character,  of  this  measure.  If  it  was 
indeed  destined  to  become  a  law,  it  would  be 
some  consolation  for  those  who  are  to  suffer  from 
its  effects,  to  believe  that  they  are  not  the  victims 
of  a  blundering  blindness.  The  poor  wretch  who 
suffers  amputation  should  at  least  be  comforted, 
under  the  knife,  with  a  belief  that  his  doctor  knows 
what  he  is  at. 

Mr.  H.  said,  afler  having  fatigued  the  Com- 
mittee so  much,  he  certainly  would  refrain  from 
discussing  at  length  the  Constitutional  Question 
involved  in  the  measure,  which  the  Speaker  had 
rather  passed  over,  than  treated  with  the  serious- 
ness it  deserves.  That  the  Constitution  contains 
a  specific  grant  of  power  to  encourage  manu 
factures,  would  not  be  contended.  It  has  how- 
ever been  found  under  a  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce and  to  levy  imposts.  That  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  intended  under  this  clause  to 
confer  no  such  grant,  is  obvious  from  the  fact  of 
their  negativing^,  in  Convention,  a  proposition  to 
insert  in  that  instrument  a  section  giving  the 
power  in  question,  as  might  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  Journals.  Nor  can  the  power  be  found 
under  the  clause  giving  the  grant  of  avthority  to 
levy  duties  on  imports,  for  the  exclusive  purposes 
of  revenue.  The  proposed  scheme  for  the  en- 
oouragement  of  manufactures  is  destructive  of  that 
uniformity  of  taxation  which  b  the  imperative 


precept  of  the  instrument  in  relation  to  this  power. 
A  brief  statement,  which  has  been  founded  on  the 
calculations  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Charleston  will  show  in  what  this  uniformity 
consists.  Sooth  Carolina  will  pay,  confessedly, 
not  for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  but  for  the  en- 
couragement of  domestic  manufactures,  on  four 
articles  alone,  the  following  sums : 

On  18,500  pices  of  cotton  bagging,  at  $4  38, 

amount  of  daty ^79,910 

On  2,000  places  of  Osnabargt,  at  $5  50, 

amount  of  duty     .....  11,000 

On  1,350,000  yards  of  plains,  at  11  cents  -  146,500 

On  woollens  consumed  by  white  population  384,000 

Total S563,410 

A  tax,  without  disguise,  levied  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  being  put  into  the  pockets  of  the  cotton- 
bagging  manufacturers  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
woollen  manufacturers  of  the  North.  The  cun- 
ning implication  by  which  you  get  at  this  power, 
only  adds  a  mockery  to  an  unjustifiable  wrong. 
An  act  providing  that  South  Carolina  shoald  pay 
from  her  eoffen,  in  specie,  the  amount  of  this 
bounty,  would  be  quite  as  righteous  and  Consti- 
tutional. But  the  objects  of  this  Confederacy 
furnish  the  true  principles  for  the  interpretation 
of  the  instrument.  We  are  independent  States, 
and  our  league  merelv  looks  to  a  common  defence, 
external  and  internal  commerce,  an  army^,  na^i 
judiciary,  and  the  powers  necessary  to  carry  these 
objects  mto  effect.  No  one  membier  of  this  Con- 
federacy could  have  contemplated  joining  a  Union 
in  which  '^  the  common  detence  and  general  wd- 
fare"  meant  a  sacrifice  of  any  part  of  it,  under 
fanciful  and  arbitrary  considerations  of  ^  the  good 
of  the  whole.*'  We  are  not  a  consolidated  em- 
pire, and  consequently  we  have  no  right  partially 
to  oppress  any  portion  of  the  States,  however  tri- 
fling may  be  the  interest  violated. 

But,  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  is  it  nothing 
to  weaken  the  attachment  of  one  section  of  this 
confederacy  to  the  bond  of  Union  ?,  Is  it  nothing 
to  shake  the  confidence  of  a  portion  of  our  people 
in  the  integrity  and  justice  of  their  Government  ? 
Is  it  nothing  to  sow  the  seeds  of  incurable  aliena- 
tion, by  producing  a  belief  that,  in  your  policy  yoa 
rather  consult  power  than  right  7  Ours  is  a  GroTem- 
ment  of  opinion ;  it  is  sustained  by  the  affections  of 
its  people.  The  natural  ties  and  charities  of  human 
life  cannot  remain  unbroken  under  a  sense  of  un- 
merited wrong.    The  affections  of  a  child  to  a 
parent  are  sometimes  snapt  asunder  by  continued 
acts  of  injustice  and  unkindness.    Feeble,  in  com- 
parison with  these,  is  that  artificial  coatrirance, 
called  a  Government.    Lord  North  contended, 
with  a  plausibility  equal  at  least  to  the  ingenuity 
which  the  honorable  Speaker  has  displayed  ia 
proving  the  nower  in  question,  that  the  colonies 
had  a  virtual  representation.     We,  nevertheless, 
are  acquainted  with  the  result.    Let  no  man,  how- 
ever,  tax  me  with  holding  incendiary  doctrines.    I 
know  that  South  Carolina  will  cling  to  this  UDioal 
as  long  as  a  plank  of  it  floats  on  the  troubled  ocead 
of  events.    I  know  her  lofty  nationality  and  geoH 
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erous  patriotism ;  bat  the  honorable  Speaker,  when 
he  makes  bis  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  South, 
and  calls  upon  us  complacently  to  witness  odious, 
partial,  and  undisguised  burdens  imposed  upon 
oar  constituents,  without  even  the  justification  of 
that  expediency  which  sometimes  gives  a  colora- 
bie  pretext  to  injustice,  asks  from  us  an  unreason- 
able boon. 

In  resisting  this  appeal  of  the  honorable  Speaker, 
Mr.  H.  said  he  could  not,  at  the  same  time,  be 
insensible  to  the  eloquent  tribute  which  the  Speak- 
er bad  paid  to  those  statesmen  of  the  South  with 
whom  It  had  been  his  fortune  to  be  associated  in 
the  interesting  events  of  the  late  war.  The  coun- 
try, be  believed,  could  not  forget  all  that  he  had 
dope  in  powerful  association  with  three  distin- 
guished individuals  from  South  Carolina,  no 
ioDger  on  that  floor ;  a  triumvirate  which  it  would 
be,  be  feared,  presamptuoos  in  the  State  to  hope 
my  soon  to  furnish  as  her  contingent  to  the  pub- 
lic weal.  He  would  fain  hope,  too,  that  his  coun- 
trymen at  home  would  find  some  compensation 
for  the  Speaker's  zealous  crusade  against  their 
interests  in  a  just  recollection  of  his  inestimable 
services,  at  an  awful  crisis,  when  the  existence  of 
this  Union  was  menaced  by  the  agitation  of  a 
qaestion  of  vast  and  inexpressible  interest.  But, 
notwithstanding  the  character  of  these  recollec- 
tions, he  would  say  to  that  honorable  gentleman. 
that  the  measure  he  had  so  strongly  advocated 
was  UDJustifiabie  in  its  principles,  oflfensive  in  its 
character,  and  pernicious  in  its  consequences. 

When  Mr.  Hamilton  had  concluded — 

Some  remarks  passed  between  Mr.  Martin- 
dale  and  Mr.  Hamilton. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Clark's 
motion  to  reduce  the  duty  on  bar  iron  from  $1.12 
to  90  cents  per  ton,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
Uve— 99  to  90. 

At  this  time,  and  several  times  in  the  course  of 
KHJav's  sitting,  motions  were  made  to  rise,  all 
which  were  rejected. 

Mr.  Bradley,  of  Vermont,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  therein  the  following 
provision,  viz : 

"  On  all  books  which  the  importer  shall  make  it  sat- 
ii<Ktorilj  appear  to  the  collector  of  the  port  at  which 
the  ttine  shall  be  entered,  were  printed  previous  to 
thcyeu  one  thoueand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five, 
and  iko  on  all  booke  printed  in  other  languages  than 
English,  four  cents  per  volume. 

"  On  all  other  books,  when  bound,  forty-five  cents 
per  pooDd. 

**  Od  sD  other  books,  when  in  sheets  or  boards,  forty 
centf  per  pound." 

Tbis  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  the  following,  to 
come  in  at  the  epd  of  the  5th  section : 

"  And  be  it  furtker  enadedf  That,  from  and  after 

tbt day  of  — ^  next,  the  duties  now  imposed 

and  psyable  on  the  wines,  herein  ennmerated  and  de- 
«tnbed«  shall,  at  their  importation  into  the  United 
^ttf  from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  cease  and  de- 
'^ennine;  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following  rates  or 
^ti««,  respeciivelj,  shsll  be  laid,  levied,  and  collected, 
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on  all  such  wines,  at  their  said  importation,  that  is 
to  say  :  Upon  ail  Madeira  wines,  70  cents  per  gallon  ; 
upon  Sherry,  St.  Lucar,  Lisbon,  Oporto,  and  other 
wines  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  not  herein  enumerated, 
60  cents  per  gallon  ;  on  TenerifTe  and  all  other  wine  of 
tbe  Canary  Islands,  40  cents  per  gallon  ;  on  Fayal 
and  all  other  wines  of  the  Western  islands,  40  cents  per 
gallon  ;  on  Sicily  wine,  50  cents  per  gallon  ;  on  Mal- 
aga wine,  30  cents  per  gallon ;  all  other  wines,  not 
enumerated  in  this  or  some  other  law,  when  imported 
in  bottles  or  cases,  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  on  all 
other  wines,  when  imported  otherwise  than  in  bottles 
or  cases,  40  per  cent,  ad  valorem.-  Provided,  That  the 
amount  of  duty  thereupon  ahall,  in  no  case,  exceed 
100  cents  per  gallon." 

After  some  brief  debate  on  this  motion,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  110. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  therein  the  following : 

**  Be  it  enacted.  That  the  provisions  of  the  second 
section  of  the  oct  of  Congress,  entitled  *An  act  to  reg- 
ulate the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'  approved 
27th  April,  1816,  shall  extend  and  inure  to  the  benefit 
of  schools  and  colleges  within  the  United  States  or 
the  Territories  thereof,  in  the  same  manner  (under 
the  like  limitations  and  reatrictions  provided  in  said 
act)  in  which  they  apply  to  seminaries  of  learning." 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  116. 
Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting the  following: 

*'  On  all  mannfsctured  copper  in  sheets  and  bottoms 
of  every  description,  three  cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  76. 
Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusett5,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  therein  the  following: 

"  On  brown  sugar,  two  cents  per  pound ;  on  white 
clayed  or  powdered  sugar,  three  cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  debate  and 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following : 

**  On  printed  books,  thirty -three  and  one-third  cents 
per  lb." 

This  motion,  also,  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Miller  theil  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  "  on  mustard  in  bottles,  fifty  cents  per 
dozen."    This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Sanoford,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following : 

**  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  debenture  or 
drawback  shall  be  allowed  to  any  foreigner,  who  is 
not  an  inhabitant  of  the  United  States,  on  any  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  he  may  have  imported  into 
any  of  the  aforesaid  United  States,  or  Territories 
thereof." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Hayden,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following: 
"  On  wheat  flour,  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight," 
and  inserting,  "  On  wheat  flour,  eighty-five  cents 
per  one  hundred  pounds." 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Baylieb,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  "  On  race  ginger,  one 
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dollar  per  hundred  weight ;  on  ground  ginger,  two 
cents  per  pound." 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Conner,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  strike  out  eighty  cents,  the  proposed  minimum 
valuation  of  imported  woollens,  and  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof,  forty  cents. 

This  question  was  decided  in  the  negative  by 
the  Chair,  94  votes  to  92 ;  but,  a  new  count  being 
demanded  and  taken,  there  were  ayes  100,  noes 
95;  so  the  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  second  section  of  the 
bill ;  which  is  in  the  following  words : 

**And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all  cases 
whatsoever,  all  articles,  composed  of  various  materials, 
shall  pay  the  highest  duty  to  which  articles  manufac- 
tured from  any  of  such  materiab  are  subject." 

This  motion  was,  after  considerable  debate,  de- 
cided in  the  negative — ^99  to  94. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  bill 
the  30th  day  of  June,  (the  day  on  which  the  bill 
is  to  go  into  operation,)  so  as  to  defer  it  to  a  later 
day ;  which  motion  was  negatived — ^92  rotes 
to  89. 

Mr.  Van  Wyck  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  on  woollens,  to 
take  place  after  30th  June,  1825,  the  following : 

"  Afterwards  a  duty  of  thirty-five  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  until  the  30th  day  of  June,  18S7 ;  afterwards 
a  duty  of  forty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  30th 
day  of  June,  1629 ;  afterwards  a  duty  of  forty-five  per 
eentum  ad  valorem,  until  the  30tb  day  of  June,  1831 ; 
and,  after  that  time,  a  duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad 
valorem." 

This  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  di- 
yision. 

Mr.  Livingston  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
whole  of  the  proviso  which  proposes  a  minimum 
valuation  on  imported  woollens. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  without 
debate,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  73. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved,  at 
the  close  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  to  insert  a 
duty  on  all  domestic  distilled  spirits,  of  fifty  cents 
per  gallon,  with  a  declaration  of  an  intention  to 
propose  a  drawback  on  such  as  should  be  ex- 
ported. 

Mr.  Storrs  suggested  the  necessity  of  provi- 
sion, with  such  an  amendment,  for  officers  to  col- 
lect the  duty,  &c. 

Mr.  Bartlett  said  his  object  was  merely  to 
introduce  the  subiect  in  Committee  of  the  VIThole, 
so  that  he  might  be  able  to  introduce  the  motion, 
with  all  its  necessary  details,  when  the  bill  should 
come  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Forsyth  suggested  that  a  proposition  of 
this  sort,  for  an  excise  duty,  could  not,  with  pro- 
priety, be  introduced  into  a  bill  proposing  a  duty 
on  imports. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Craio  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking 
out  the  proposed  duty  of  four  cents  per  lb.  on 
white  and  red  lead,  and  inserting  a  duty  of  five 
cents  on  that  article. 


The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negative  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Clat  rose  to  speak  in  explanation  on  one 
or  two  points  which  had  been  touched  upon  in 
debate. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  Committee's 
rising  and  reporting  the  bill^  with  the  amend- 
ments made  to  it,  and  determmed  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  the 
report  was  made  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  FoRSYTB  then  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  move  for  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  whole  subject,  and  require  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Wgonesday,  April  7. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmaster  Greneral,  accompanied  by^  a 
statement  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  resolution 
of  this  House,  directing  him  to  state  *Hhe  amount 
of  defalcations  in  his  department,  which  accrued 
previous  to  Julv,  1823,  and  which  were  not  sued 
for,  as  directed  by  the  29th  section  of  the  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,  desig- 
nating the  years  when  each  accrued,  ana  not  to 
extend  beyond  sixteen  years;  and  the  amount  of 
such  deficiencies  as  have  been  charged  against  the 
Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States;''  which 
letter  and  statement  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  benefit 
of  Alfred  Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain,  assignees 
of  Morris  Linsey,"  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Cleveland,  jr.,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  select  committee,  to  which  was  referred 
the  petition  of  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  T*homas 
S.  Hinde,  were  discharged  from  the conslderatioa 
thereof,  and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  by  leave  of  the  House,  presented 
a  report  and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Greorsia,  in  relation  to 
the  running  and  marking  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween that  State  and  the  State  of  Alabama; 
which  report  and  resolutions  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  WARpiEi«n,  yes- 
terday; and,  the  same  being  read,  it  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Tracy,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Forsyth  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  rtz  r 

Rewlved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  pro« 
posals  made,  through  General  Jackson,  by  the  Path> 
killer  and  his  chiefs,  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indiana, 
in  the  year  1880  or  1821,  to  make  a  ceesion  of 
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lands  to  the  United  States,  together  with  any  other 
projxwitioDi  made  in  relation  to  the  subject,  of  which 
he  may  be  possessed. 

Mr.  Gazlay  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration  on  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resoloedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  reqaested  to  inform  this  House  whether  the  5th 
section  of  the  act  relating  to  a  township  of  land  lying 
within  John  CleTes  Symmes*  patent,  and  passed  3d 
March,  1803,  has  been  executed;  and,  if  not,  what 
reasons  have  prevented  the  execution  of  the  same, 

Mr.  Babtlett  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz: 

Rttoived,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  im- 
posing a  tax  upon  domestic  distilled  spirits,  and  of 
providing,  by  law,  for  the  collection  of  the  same. 

The  question  was  taken,  Will  the  House 
consider  the  resolution?  and  determined  in  the 
neg&tire. 

Aa  engrossed  bill,  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  Indian  agents,  in  addition  to  those 
already  provided  for,  and  fixing  their  compensa- 
tioD,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.* 

Cfrdered,  That  the  title  be  "An  act  providing 
for  the  appointment  of  an  agent  for  tne  Osage 
Indians,  west  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  Terri- 
tory of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and 
that  the  Clerk  do  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate, 
and  ask  their  concurrence  therein. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  agent  to  reside  with  the  Osase  Indi- 
ans," was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  noti- 
fying that  they  Insist  on  their  amendment  to  the 
Naral  Appropriation  bill,  which  was  to  strike  out 
tile  specification  of  the  items  to  which  the  con- 
tingent fund  is  to  be  applied,  leaving  it  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  and  ask  a 
conference  upon  the  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLanb,  the  House  resolved 
to  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  amendHlent 
of  the  Senate ;  agreed  to  the  conference,  and  a 
commirtee  of  five  were  appointed  to  meet  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  behalf  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama^  rose,  and  asked  of  the 
Chair,  whether  a  resolution,  moved  by  himself, 
calling  for  certain  information  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  respecting  the  two  and  three  per 
cent  funds  arising  from  the  sales  of  public  lands 
in  the  several  States,  had  been  transmitted  to  the 
proper  Department ;  and,  if  so,  whether  an  answer 
had  been  received. 

The  Spkak£R  said  the  resolution  had,  doubt- 
less, been  forwarded  by  the  proper  officer  of  the 
House,  and,  if  an  answer  had  been  returned,  it 
would  have  been  laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Owfiir  said,  then,  of  course  the  information 
called  for  by  the  resolution,  had  not,  as  yet,  been 
'Qrnished. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
^(the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
uie  Whole  to  the  tarifi^  bill. 
Mr.  FoaaYTH  rose  and  withdrew  the  intima- 


tion, yesterday  ^iven,  of  his  intention  now  to 
move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill.  This 
he  did  at  the  suggestion  of  several  members  (con- 
trary to  his  previous  impression,)  that  the  features 
of  the  bill  were  not  sufficiently  fixed  by  votes  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  to  determine  all  the 
meinbers  to  vote  decisively  for  or  against  the  re- 
jection of  the  bill  in  its  present  state.  He  should 
therefore  defer  his  motion  until  the  question  had 
been  settled  as  to  the  amount  of  duties  to  be  pro- 
posed on  the  leading  articles,  wool,  cotton  and  iron. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  several  amendments 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  And 
the  question  being  on  concurring  in  the  first 
amendment,  (reducing  the  minimum  on  woollens, 
from  80  to  40  cents  the  square  yard.) 

Mr.  Too,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker :  It  was  the  intention  of  the  Com- 
mittee ot  Manufactures  that  no  more  of  the  time 
of  the  House  should  be  taken  up  by  any  of  them, 
in  this  debate.  Such  was  generally,  I  believe, 
the  wish  and  intention  of  the  friends  of  the  bill. 
But  now  some  few  things  appear  almost  necessary 
to  be  said.  One  thing,  perhaps,  requires  to  be  re- 
peated ;  that  the  metisure  here  proposed  is  not  de- 
signed chiefly  to  promote  the  pront  of  manufac- 
turers, but,  through  manufactures,  to  relieve  the 
poverty  and  distresses  of  the  agricultural  portion 
of  the  country.  Petitions  and  addresses  are  no 
proof  of  distress.  That  is  admitted.  Yet,  there 
is  a  certain  extremity  of  poverty,  which,  spread- 
ing over  a  great  extent  of  country,  wants  no  proof 
but  the  notoriety  of  the  fact.  Every  one  knows 
that  some  great  portions  of  this  Union  are  almost 
exclusively  agricultural;  that,  with  few  excep- 
tions, they  can  have  nothing  wherewith  to  pur- 
chase manufactures,  but  grain,  or  the  products  of 
grain.  It  is  evident  that  an  agricultural,  grain- 
raising  people^  importing  the  manufactured  neces- 
saries ot  lite  from  countries  which  refuse  to  take, 
in  return,  the  only  articles  they  have  to  dispose 
of,  and  for  which  articles  they  have  no  other  mar- 
ket, must  inevitably  be  poor,  and  in  debt.  Statis- 
tical recorded  facts  will  of  themselves  give  proof. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) has  observed,  that  the  years  of  former  pros- 
perity, selected  by  the  honorable  Speaker  from 
his  statements  of  exportation,  were  probably  those 
most  favorable  to  the  argument.  Take,  then,  a 
different  set  of  years.  Take  five  years  together, 
those  of  1790,  '91,  '92,  '93,  and  '94.  The  yearly 
average  quantity  of  grain  and  flour  exported  for 
those  five  years,  was  1.421,335  barrels.  The  com- 
mercial statements  ot  that  day  do  not  cive  the 
value.  But  Mr.  Pitkin  has  calculated  me  value 
for  1792  at  $7,649,887. 

Our  population,  in  1790,  was  about  four  mil- 
lions. In  the  present  times,  for  the  last  three  years, 
our  exportation  of  every  species  of  grain  and  flour 
has  been  as  follows : 

1821  Barreb,  1,360,453      Value,  $5,184,999 

1822  1,098,768  6,327,610 

1823  1,074,528  6,263,237 

Yearly  average,  1,177,949    Av.  val.  $5,925,249 
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Our  population  has  now  reached  to  ten  mil- 
lions, and  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that,  during  those 
times  when  we  exported  breadstoffs  to  the  amount 
of   $7,649,887,  the  whole  agricultural  grain-ex- 
porting; population  of  the  United  States  did  not, 
probably,  equal  the  present  population  of  one  sin- 
gle State.    By  far  the  greatest  proportion  of  our 
increase  of  numbers,  since  1790,  has  been  to  the 
ffrain-raising  population  of  the  country.    Large 
States  and  Territories,  which  are  now  the  most  fer- 
tile in  grain,  have  been  since  that  time  acquired, 
or  were  then  a  wilderness.    A  few  people  might 
then  have  been  encamped  in  the  West,  out.  to  all 
the  purposes  of  this  argument,  the  States  of  Ken- 
tucky, Ohio^  Tennessee,  Indiana,  and    Illinois, 
have  neen  smce  settled.    So,  probably,  one  half 
of  the  grain-raisinff  parts  of  Virginia,  Vermont, 
Maine,  Georgia.    Add,  not  Territories  only,  but 
States,  since  acquired,  and  now  cultivated.    Add 
the  improvements  in  agriculture,  mills,  roads,  and 
in  all  the  facilities  of  production  and  transporta- 
tion.   1  will  not  dispute  about  particular  items 
and  sums.    Whatever  deduction  any  sentleman 
thinks  he  can  in  conscience  ask  for,  let  nim  make 
it,  and  he  will  find  that  our  country  could  now, 
were  there  any  adequate  market,  raise  and  export 
five  times  the  amount  of  grain  we  exported  thirty 
or  thirty-four  years  ago.    It  is  not,  perhaps,  ex- 
travagant to  say,  that  those  parts  oi  the  single 
State  of  New  York,  which  have  been  settled  dur- 
ing the  last  thirty-four  years,  are  now  capable  of 
raising  and  exporting  more  grain  than  was  ex- 
ported from  the  whole  United  States  in  1790. 
Thus,  with  all  this  increase  of  numbers  and  ca- 
pacity, almost  beyond  calculation,  our  exports  of 
grain  are  reduced  from  $7,649,887  to  $5,925,249 ; 
while  the  importation  of  foreign  manufactures  has 
been  increasing  with  the  decrease  of  the  facilities 
of  payment. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) has  seemed  to  question  whether  this  dimin- 
ution of  exports  shows  any  diminution  of  pros- 
perity. On  that  head,  let  it  be  observed,  that  the 
most  vehement  of  the  opposers  of  this  bill  are  so 
because  they  apprehend  that,  at  some  future  day, 
the  efiects  of  the  measure  may  be  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  some  part  of  their  staple  commodity, 
cotton.  Then  they,  at  any  rate,  put  no  very  great 
practical  faith  in  this  opinion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  They  show  their  idea  to  be 
that,  as  to  cotton  at  least,  "  agriculture  without  a 
market "  may  be  an  inconvenience.  We  indeed 
believe  that  their  fears  are  most  groundless  in  sup- 
posing that  domestic  manufactures  are  to  lessen 
the  demand  for  cotton.  We  believe  the  exactly 
reverse  effect  to  be  most  inevitable.  But  they  are 
clearlv  right  in  insisting  that  a  defect  of  market 
must  DC  certainly  hurtful.  For,  beyond  all  doubt, 
those  who  purchase  abroad,  without  the  means  of 
payment  abroad,  must  suffer  every  description  of 
pecuniary  vexation. 

Now,  in  one  case,  without  descending  into  the 
odious  particulars  of  misfortune,  I  would  ask  whe- 
ther any  one  imagines  that  such  reduction  of  al- 
most all  the  means  of  decent  livirijpf,  as  is  shown 
by  our  commercial  records,  can  fall  upon  such 


multitudes  of  people,  without  oppression?    Aa 
oppression  the  more  intolerable,  because  it  is  pro> 
duced  solely  by  the  policy  of  our  own  Government. 
The  victims  of  it  have  not,  since  the  close  of  the 
war,  ceased  to  petition.    They  complain  that  the 
only  surplus  products  they  can  have  to  dispose  of 
are  shut  out  from  foreign  markets,  particularly 
by  the  very  countries  whose  manufactures  we  con- 
sume.   Tney  show  that  our  own  country  has, 
within  itself,  all  the  means  of  producing  these 
manufactures,  without  paying  for  them  one  cent 
of  tribute  to  foreigners ;  and  that,  if  the  policy  of 
our  Government  should  be  only  so  far  changed  as 
to  secure  to  them  the  privilege  of  supplying  with 
provisions  and  with  the  raw  materials,  the  work- 
men employed  in  the  fabrication  of  articles  which 
they,  the  agriculturists  of  our  country,  themselves 
consume,  they  might  be  relieved  from  their  pre- 
sent absolute  exhaustion,  and  be  enabled  to  enjoy, 
in  part,  at  least,  the  prosperity  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  during  the  general  war  in  Europe.    They 
show  that,  to  protect  manufactures,  is  to  protect 
agriculture,  and  that  protection,  to  answer  any 
valuable  purpose  to  the  country,  must  be  a  lib- 
eral and   bold   protection,  placing   our    manu- 
factures not  only  beyond  the  reach  of  foreign 
competition,  but  beyond  the  fears  of  it.     They 
show  that  they  ask  nothing  new,  nothing  vision- 
ary or  untried.    And  they  prove,  by  the  invari- 
able examples  of  nations,  that  the  dependence  of 
any  country,  exclusively,  upon  its  own  agricul- 
tural and  manufacturing  industry,  is  the  sure 
beaten  high  road  to  private  wealth  and  national 
power.     With  these  complaints, and  these  proofs, 
suffering,  for  years  together,  distresses  produced 
solely  by  the  national  policy,  which,  under  any 
other   toan  a  Republican   Government,   might 
create  an  insurrection,  these  petitioners,  coming 
here,  the  only  place  where  relief  can  be  had,  are,  it 
seems,  to  be  told,  ^*  Honest  friends,  you  have  al- 
'  together  mistaken  your  case ;  we  see  you  are 
'  worn  to  the  bone,  sure  enough  ;  but  it  all  comes 
'  out  of  your  independent  banks  and  your  stop- 
'  laws."    Thus,  with  much  gravity,  it  is  to  be 
attempted  to  make  us  believe  that  the  plain  and 
palpable  consequences  of  the  distress  of  the  coun- 
try, are  not  the  consequences,  but  the  causes  of  iL 
Worse  than  all  that — ^we  are  to  be  consoled  with 
scraps  from  the  metaphysical  books  of  the  econo- 
mists, and  it  seems  an  experiment  is  to  be  made 
upon  our  understandings,  whether  we  are  com- 
posed of  exactly  that  sort  of  stuff*  as  to  think  our- 
selves fully  compensated  for  the  severest  extremity 
of  actual  poverty,  by  imaginary  and  metaphysical 
relief,  and  by  the  abracadabra  of  'Met  us  alone,'' 
and  "get  rich  by  making  nothing,  selling  nothingy 
but  buying  where  you  can  buy  cheapest." 

The  matter  aud  substance  of  the  remarks  upon 
our  application  for  relief,  have  not  been  much 
helped  by  the  manner,  as  far  as  respects  the  observa^ 
tion  of  one  gentleman — I  mean  the  gentleman  frooa 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hamilton.)  Some  of  thos^ 
observations  I  did  not  hear.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  no  doubt,  believed  me  to  be  pre 
sent.    I  ought  to  have  been  present.     The  truti 


is,  when  the  gentleman  from  South    Caroling 
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«ame  to  a  part  of  his  speech  in  which  he  seemed 
to  be  commeDcing  a  dissertation  upon  the  useful 
and  sablime  discoveries  of  the  political  econo- 
mists, calling  them,  or  some  of  them,  immortal, 
dc,  thinking  I  had  heard  all  these  matters  before, 
I  concluded  nothing  would  be  lost  by  my  going 
to  the  committee-room  upon  some  committee  busi- 
ness, and  stayed,  perhaps,  longer  than  I  intended. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  charged  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  very  directly,  with 
gross  ignorance  of  their  business ;  that  the  chair- 
man of  that  committee  had  been  repeatedly  con- 
victed of  gross  ignorance.    I  mention  this  matter 
becaose  it  is  connected  with  something  more 
material,  and  not  for  the  sake  of  any  personal 
complainL    Besides,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  has  already  explained  that  part  of  his 
obser rations.    It  is  proper  to  take  this  occasion 
to  say,  that  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  have 
not  yet  made  pretensions  to  any  superior  learning. 
As  to  myself,  I  know,  perhaps,  better  than  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  my  own  inade- 
qaacy  to  this  station.    It  is  a  station  which  was 
not  sought  for,  nor  wished  for,  by  me.    It  cer- 
tainly found  me  very  unprepared.    Much  was  to 
be  learned ;  and,  no  doubt,  much  yet  remains  un- 
learned.   But  mv  humility  goes  no  further.    It 
is  not  admitted  tnat  the  great  cause  of  domestic 
industry  has  suffered  from  any  insufficiency  of 
the  Committee  of  Manufactures.    It  was  their 
business  to  know  our  own  laws  upon  the  subject, 
and  all  the  changes  before  made  in  them :  also'  to 
know  from  what  countries  and  in  what  quantities 
we  draw  our  supply  of  manufactured  articles ;  to 
know,  also,  how  they  can  be  paid  for,  and  what 
commodities  of  this  country  are  prohibited  or  per- 
mitted to  be  sent  in  return;  and  to  know,  further, 
the  capacity  or  incapacity  of  the  several  parts  ot 
oar  own  country  to  furnish  a  supply  for  our  own 
population. 

t(  the  committee  know  these  things,  and  if  they 
have  sense  enough  to  make  the  proper  use  of  in- 
formation furnished  by  practical  men,  or  by  ex- 
perienced officers  of  Government,  communicated 
to  the  House  heretofore,  and  to  follow,  with  due 
precaution,  a  bill  drawn  up  by  abler  men,  and  ap- 
proved and  passed  at  a  former  session,  by  a  ma- 
jority o£  this  House,  it  is  perhaps  enough.    We 
admit  it  to  be  the  business  of  the  committee  to  be 
able  to  know  and  to  do  all  these  things.    But  it 
is  not  admitted  that  we  are  bound  to  know  all  the 
visages,  nor  even  all  the  regulations  of  foreign 
countries,  nor  to  know  the  particular  names  of 
all  the  places  in  each  foreign  country,  from  which 
ipaiio/aelared  articles  are  imported.    Even  if  we 
did  know  all  these  things,  (which  I  for  one,  do 
not  pretend  to,)  it  is  not  certam  that  it  would  have 
been  thought  worth  while  to  make  a  display  of 
our  learning.     Very  minute  information  is  apt  to 
be  a  very  dull  matter.    We  have  heard,  at  some 
length,  the  particulars  of  a  story  relative  to  a  bull. 
Have  the  gentlemen  who  are  disposed  to  cate- 
chize upon  these  little  points,  ever  heard  a  certain 
other  story,  how  upon  a  time,  a  certain  town  cor- 
poration had  convened  upon  public  matters.    The 


alarm  ^  it  is  immaterial  what.    One  Alderman, 
when  It  came  to  his  turn  to  speak,  said,  that  he 
very  much  approved  of  the  plan  so  far,  but  sug- 
gested, that,  in  his  opinion,  to  act  tmderstandi/n^y 
upon  the  subject,  they  should  first  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  dogs.    Sir, 
all  these  niceties  of  detail  do  not  appear  to  be 
wanted  to  understand  the  great  question  whether 
the  industry  of  our  own  countr|i  is  to  be  preferred 
to  that  of  foreign  nations.    The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  pleased  to  say,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, that  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  had 
been  surrounded  by  blackguards — as  I  understand 
the  word  was — congregated  blackguards,  each  one 
thrusting  his  share  into  the  bill ;  and  much  more, 
in  the  same  style.  [Here  Mr.  Hamilton  explained, 
denied  that  his  language  was  so  applied,  said  he 
had  spoken  of  the  ruffians  sent  from  a  distant 
manufactory  to  disturb  the  meeting  at  New  York.] 
Mr.  Ton — As  to  the  disturbance  of  the  New  York 
meeting,  if  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
had  been  attentive  to  the  publications  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  would  have  seen  a  refutation  of  the  charge 
of  the  attendance  of  the  Paterson  manufacturers 
at  the  New  York  meeting,  supported  by  proof  so 
conclusive,  that  I  believe  it  never  has  been,  and 
never  will  be,  controverted,  showing  the  charge  to 
be  a  mere  fabrication  of  the  same  stamp,  and  for 
the  same  purpose,  with  that  pretended  letter  from 
this  city,  published  in  sundry  newspapers,  and 
stating,  Down  with  commerce  !  to  be  the  cry  here 
of  the  friends  of  the  Tariff. 

As  to  the  persons  who  have  attended  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures,  on  the  invitation  of  the 
committee,  or  without  invitation,  it  is  due  to  them 
and  to  us  to  say,  that  they  have  all  been  citizens 
of  our  country^  and  gentlemen  of  ffood  appearance 
and  good  credit.  And  it  may  be  further  said,  that 
among  the  few  of  them  who  had  any  particular 
interest  and  manufacture  of  their  own  to  promote, 
there  has  been  scarcely  one  who  has  not  gone 
away  disappointed. 

There  is  a  part  of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Cfarolina,  which  he  has  not  attempted 
to  explain,  and  which,  not  for  our  own  sake,  but 
for  the  sake  of  the  cause  which  we  advocate,  it  be- 
comes our  duty  to  protest  against.    I  understand 
he  closed  his  personal  comments  on  the  Commit- 
tee of  Manufactures  with  a  defiance,  that,  if  any 
gentleman  thought    himself  insulted,  he  knew 
where  to  come  for  satisfaction,  or  words  of  equiv- 
alent import.    I  do  not  happen  to  remember  that 
a  single  word  had  been  said  by  any  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manufactures  against  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  or  against  any  one  of  those 
writers  called  the  political  economists.    There 
has  been  no  such  complaint,  nor  pretence  of  com- 
plaint.   If  any  severity  of  comment  has  been  made 
use  of  on  our  side,  it  came  from  others.    Now, 
this  may  be  according  to  rule,  but  it  appears  rather 
odd  that  all  the  quarrel,  all  the  provocation,  all 
the  insult,  whatever  it  is,  and  tne  challenge  to 
boot,  should  come  all  from  one  side ;  and  that  a 
gentleman,  by  nothing  but  his  own  speech,  should 
undertake  to  fret  himself  into  a  passion  first,  and 


proposition  was  to  banish  all  the  dogs — ^upon  some  jthen  into  a  fight.    The  gentleman  from  South 
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Carolina  has  also  thoug^bt  proper  to  ioform  us 
that  he  was  in  the  army  in  the  late  war.  It  may 
be  remembered  that,  in  this  debate,  or  some  other 
in  the  House  lately,  a  gentleman  has  been  men- 
tioned, called  Don  Wiizote.  I  learn  that  his 
practice  was  to  go  upon  the  high  road,  with  sword 
and  pistol,  and  insist  upon  fighting  with  peaceable 
tFavellers.  unless  they  would  confess,  off  hand, 
that,  of  all  fair  ladies,  there  was  none  in  the  coun- 
try to  be  compared  with  a  certain  friend  of  his. 
one  Dulcinea — I  forget  the  rest  of  the  name,  and 
never  was  good  at  remembering  long  names — ^per- 
haps it  will  not  be  considered  material.  I  do  con- 
fess myself  to  be  one  of  those  who,  rather  than 
have  a  duel  with  Gluixote,  would  sav  any  thing 
almost  for  Dulcinea,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge ; 
and,  in  preference  to  a  quarrel  with  tne  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  I  should,  if  it  could  be  done 
with  any  sort  of  conscience,  be  most  strongly 
tempted  to  go  as  far  for  the  wisdom  of  the  noliti- 
cal  economists,  as  I  would  for  the  beauty  or  Dul- 
cinea. Formerly,  it  is  said,  the  law  was,  that,  when 
disputes  arose,  and  a  cause  happened  to  come  up, 
Tery  hard  to  comprehend,  such  |)uzzling  case  was 
to  be  settled  bv  a  mode  of  decision,  called,  in  the 
law  style  of  tnat  day,  a  trial  by  battle,  the  verv 
sort  of  trial  which  the  gentleman  from  Soutn 
Carolina  seems  to  prefer.  A  party  might  fight 
his  cause  by  himseli,  or  by  his  attorney,  called,  in 
that  process,  his  champion.  Now  I  give  notice 
that  I  will  not  be  the  champion  for  this  tariff  bill, 
particularly  since  the  amendments.  Should  I 
ever  change  my  mind,  and  agree  to  enter  the 
lists  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  I 
solemnly  promise  to  release  him  from  the  oath 
against  the  employment  of  all  conjuration  and 
witchcraft.  To  be  more  serious,  it  is  a  mode  of 
decision  which  I  have  never  studied.  It  is  not 
what  I  was  sent  here  for.  It  would  be  con- 
ceding what  might  prove  a  very  injurious  ad- 
vantage. It  is  a  call  to  a  sort  of  honor  which 
I  do  not  want.  I  live,  and  am  glad  of  it,  in 
a  part  of  the  country  where  what  little  respec- 
tability a  man  may  chance  to  have,  needs  no  such 
propping — ^nor  does  the  cause  of  domestic  industry 
require  any  such  support.  If  it  does,  I  for  one, 
have  no  ambition  to  be  a  martyr  to  the  best  tariff 
that  ever  was  devised.  Besides,  it  is  no  discredit 
to  the  gentleman  from' South  Carolina  to  say,  that 
he  greatly  over-rates  his  own  importance,  as  well 
as  mine,  if  he  supposes  any  thing  we  can-do  can 
settle  the  question.  I  have  other  very  good  reasons. 
I  have,  perhaps,  mentioned  enough.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  is  determined  to  have 
a  personal  contest  upon  this  tariff,  he  shall  not 
have  it  with  me,  without  an  actual  attack. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  thought 
proper  to  take  this  occasion  to  applaud  some  dis- 
tinguished citizens  of  his  State.  Some  of  them 
are  living,  and  too  near  to  make  it  worth  while 
for  me  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  their  charac- 
ters. On  the  memory  of  Mr.  Lowndes  I  could 
go,  in  the  way  of  encomium,  perhaps  farther  than 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  I  have  fre- 
quently heard  him  in  this  House — I  have  known 
him  out  of  it.    I  speak  not  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 


senting any  contrast,  but  g^ve  my  opinion,  often 
declared  in  the  hearing  of  some  who  now  hear 
me,  that  Mr.  Lowndes  vras  a  statesman,  who  has 
not  left  his  superior  in  this  nation,  nor  scarcely 
his  equal.  Everyone  who  remembers  Mr.  Lowndes, 
remembers  that,  with  talents  almost  beyond  the 
lot  of  mortality,  and  seeing  nothing  about  him 
but  respect  and  veneration,  yet  a  man  more  unas- 
suming never  entered  this  House.  There  was 
nothing  pompous  in  him,  no  blustering,  no  rant 
Of  one  thing  only  did  he  ever  appear  ignorant, 
and  of  that  always  most  grossly  ignorant — that 
was,  the  magnitude  of  his  own  powers.  If  this 
was  a  defect  in  that  great  man,  it  was  a  defect 
which,  I  must  say,  his  successor  does  appear  most 
happily  exempt  from.  To  end  this  matter:  I 
have  lived  longer  than  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  and  have,  probably,  seen  more  of  the 
events  and  turns  of  life,  and  more  of  mankind,  and 
have  some  right  to  say  to  him,  that  he  must  have 
been  young  when  he  entered  into  the  army,  too 
young  to  profit  at  that  school,  and  young  when 
he  came  out  of  it ;  that,  in  one  sense,  be  is  young 
still,  and  has  much  yet  to  learn,  or  he  will  die 
young.  If  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  protest, 
with  some  earnestness,  against  the  course  which 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has  thought 
fit  to  take  in  this  debate,  it  is  not  that  I  have  sus- 
pected any  thing  in  him  invidious  or  malicious. 
On  the  contrary,  I  have  no  objection  to  assent, 
with  those  who  know  him  better,  to  the  usual 
frankness  of  his  disposition,  and  am  willing  to  be- 
lieve that  he  exhibits  an  ardor  of  feeling,  and  a 
vivacit3r,  which,  at  some  day,  with  a  great  deal 
of  cultivation  and  discipline,  may  render  him 
not  a  useless  defender  of  the  interests  of  bis 
country. 

There  is  one  objection  to  this  bill,  which  seems 
to  require  peculiar  notice ;  an  objection  that  has 
been  most  vehemently  pressed  upon  us  bv  gentle- 
men here,  and  by  memorials  and  publications 
without  number;  the  destruction  of  commerce 
and  the  navy.  Not  in  this  House,  to  be  sure,  have 
the  friends  of  domestic  manufactures  been  direct- 
ly  charged  with  the  intention  and  design  of  de> 
stroying  trade  and  commerce ;  it  is  only  contended 
that  such  destruction  must  be  the  certain  effect. 
But  out  of  doors  our  opponents  are  not  quite  so 
generous.  There,  we  are  represented  as  a  rustic, 
envious,  malignant,  and  unprincipled  combina- 
tion, making  agriculture  and  manufactures  a  mere 
pretence  for  the  ruin  of  trade  and  the  navy.  It  is 
degrading  to  plead  not  guilty  to  such  a  charge, 
but  the  falsehood  of  it  must  be  shown. 

The  late  war  was  a  war  for  commerce  only.  It 
was  not  provoked  by  any  injury  but  to  our  trade 
and  to  our  people  connected  with,  and  in  pursuit 
of,  trade  and  navigation.  Our  territory  was  not 
touched — our  citizens  on  shore  were  not  molested. 
That  able  paper  of  the  declaration  of  war  men- 
tions, for  its  causes,  no  outrages  but  those  to  com- 
merce and  seamen,  except  the  miserable  business 
of  John  Henry,  which,  in  very  doubtful  and  inde- 
finite language,  appears  to  have  been  stuck  in  by 
way  of  amendment.  The  sections  of  our  coun- 
try, always  foremost  and  unanimous  in  asking 
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protection  for  domestic  iodustryr,  and  here  assailed 
as  enemies  to  foreign  trade,  suffered  tbeir  full 
share  of  wiiatever  there  was  of  hardship  or  disas- 
ter in  that  war  for  commerce.  It  will  be  admit- 
ted that,  in  paying  taxes,  in  marching  against 
the  enemy,  and  here,  by  their  representatives,  they 
did  nerer.  for  one  moment,  shrink  from  the  con- 
flict, in  the  darkest  of  times ;  and  it  is  not  extrav- 
agant to  say  tbatf  under  Grod,  to  the  firmness  of 
these  people,  now  calumniated  as  the  sordid  ma- 
lignant enemies  of  commercial  wealth,  does  for- 
eign commerce  owe  every  solid,  sure,  and  estab- 
liSied  right  it  now  enjoys ;  and,  from  their  devo* 
tion  to  the  interests  of  the  whole,  their  contempt 
for  the  low  and  selfish  principles  upon  which  this 
bill  is  opposed,  does  it  come  that  we  now  have  a 
flag  that  can  protect  foreign  trade,  and  that  we 
are  not,  abroad,  the  common  plunder  of  the 
world. 

Yet  it  would  not  have  been  surprising,  in  that 
war  for  commerce,  on  occasions  of  extreme  gloom 
and  disaster,  whicn  often  happened,  if  some  timid 
few,  or  some  demagogue,  anxious  toffet  himself 
into  Congress,  by  supplanting  some  of  those  who 
bad  voted  for  the  war,  had  attempted  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  those  people  against  such  vexatious 
war,  supported  by  their  blood  and  their  money,  to 
revenge  injuries  done  to  foreign  trade.  But  even 
that  never  happened,  nor  was  the  man  found 
among  them  who,  at  anv  time,  would  declare  his 
willingness  to  give  up  the  contest  without  secur- 
ing the  commercial  rights  for  which  it  was  en- 
tered into ;  and,  since  the  war,  they  will  be  found 
to  have  adhered  to  the  same  principles  of  attach- 
ment to  the  commercial  interest.  No  matter  how 
thtir  requests  have  been  received  \  no  matter  from 
what  selfish  motives  their  interests  have  been  dis- 
regarded, if,  from  the  whole  immense  agricultural 
population  that  now  demands  a  tariff  of  protec- 
tion, a  single  vote,  in  the  House,  can  be  found  to 
have  been  given  against  any  plan  for  extending  or 
protecting  foreim  commerce,  or  against  building 
ships,  or  providing  naval  materials,  or  sending 
embalssies  to  promote  trade,  or  squadrons  to  the 
Pacific  ocean  or  Mediterranean  sea,  or  any  other 
sea,  or  any  other  of  the  immense  expenses  of  for- 
eign trade,  let  that  vote  be  produced,  and,  as  far 
as  it  goes,  let  it  be  set  down  to  enmity  to  com- 
merce—but I  believe  no  such  vote  can  be  found. 

Does  any  gentleman  imagine  that  our  people 
who  sQstained  that  commercial  war  with  such 
steadiness  and  spirit,  did  so  in  pursuance  of  doc- 
trines such  as  we  have  here  now  ?  or  dreaming 
that,  in  ease  of  success,  they  themselves  were  to 
be  ezeladed  from  every  possible  benefit  of  it  ?  or, 
after  exerting  themselves  to  the  utmost,  and  risk- 
ing every  thing,  they  should  come  to  the  merchant, 
reinstated  in  their  rights  by  their  aid  and  their 
fidelity,  with  their  hemp,  their  iron,  and  their  lead, 
and  say  to  him,  ''  We  have  no  customers  but  you* 
If  we  raise  grain,  we  have  no  market  for  it.  There 
ii  nothing  we  can  sell  but  the  things  we  have 
here  ;*'  and  be  told  by  the  merchant,  "True ;  your 
bemp  is  water  rotted  and  strong;  your  iron  is 
tough,  and  ^ood  for  cannon  and  anchors  and  ship- 
bolts  'y  but  It  is  all  country  make.    And,  friends. 


you  don't  understand  the  new  light  of  political 
economy — it  is  only  when  you  come  in  tne  capa- 
city of  purchasers  that  we  can  deal  with  you.  We 
employ  the  workmen  and  farmers  of  England, 
Wales,  and  Russia,  and  we  think,  in  the  long  run, 
we  can  save  something  to  ourselves  by  it.  You 
have  never  read  Adam  Smith.  Every  man  for 
himself,  is  the  only  thing  for  the  country.  Here 
it  is  in  the  book.  In  this  way  we  enrich  ourselves, 
as  we  know;  and  we  make  the  nation  rich,  as  the 
book  shows.  No  monopoly,  no  restriction,  except 
in  our  favor.  Let  us  alone,  until  another  war. 
When  the  doctrine  of  Algiers  comes  next  into 
fashion,  with  the  naval  Powers  of  Europe,  or  any 
one  of  them,  you  may  then  have  just  so  much  in- 
terest in  navigation,  as  to  pay  taxes  and  do  the 
fighting  for  it."  Surely  no  manufacturing  or  ag- 
ricultural man,  in  that  war  for  commerce,  coultf 
have  been  slave  and  fool  enough  to  contend  in 
the  cause,  had  he  imagined  that  there  was  no 
community  of  interests  in  this  nation  ;  no  advan- 
tage by  commerce  but  to  the  merchant ;  no  help- 
ing of  each  other ;  or,  if  he  had  foreseen,  what  has 
since  actually  happened,  that  the  very  peace  and 
commerce  contended  for,  with  such  profusion  of 
money  and  of  blood,  should,  with  the  exception 
of  some  trifle  of  profit  to  a  handful  of  merchants, 
produce,  after  all,  nothing  but  prosperity  to  foreign 
nations,  and  chiefly  to  Ureat  ^Britain,  with  whom 
we  contended,  and  nothing  but  destruction  and 
death  to  three-fourths  of  the  agricultural,  grain- 
raising,  and  manufacturing  interests  of  our  own 
country. 

There  is  one  species  of  commerce  which  we 
avow  ourselves  opposed  to.  It  is  that  which  is 
employed  in  bringing  from  abroad,  for  our  con- 
sumption, those  common  necessaries  of  life  which 
we  can  produce  at  home,  lead,  glass,  iron,  hemp, 
and  at  least  one  half  our  present  supply  of  imported 
cotton  and  woollen  goods.  And  here  arises  a 
dispute  with  the  advocates  of  commerce.  We 
say  we  are  beggared  and  undone  by  these  impor- 
tations— that  the  nations  which  send  them  to  us 
will  not  take  in  return  any  thing  we  have  to  spare« 
We  say,  that,  to  make  all  these  things  at  home, 
will  take  nothing  from  us  but  grain  and  things 
which  we  at  present  know  not  what  to  do  with  ; 
while  we  are  utterly  exhausted  by  buying  them 
from  foreigners.  Tne  men  of  commerce  contend, 
that,  to  supply  us  with  these  articles,  is  one  of  their 
perquisites.  They  claim  it  as  a  rient,  not,  as  they 
say,  altogether  for  their  own  profit,  but  because 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  country  and  the 
Navy  in  a  great  measure  depend  upon  it.  Now 
examine  the  case,  and  see  if  this  trade  of  importa- 
tion of  goods  ought  to  be  upheld  for  the  benefit  of 
the  merchant,  or  for  any  other  purpose.  First,  the 
very  freight,  the  benefit  so  much  talked  of,  is  not 
confined  exclusively  to  our  own  citizens,  nor  to 
our  own  ships.  About  one-eighth  or  one-seventh 
of  the  importations  which  such  a  clamor  is  made 
about  the  profits  of,  are  by  foreigners,  in  foreign 
ships,  and  this  even  in  time  of  peace.  In  times  of 
war  with  any  naval  Power,  even  that  miserable 
advantage  of  freight  will  certainly  go,  almost  en- 
tirely, with  the  rest  of  the  profits,  to  foreigners. 
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Even  if  it  could  be  secured  entirely  to  oar  own 
merchants,  it  would  be  no  sort  of  indemnity  for 
the  evils  of  the  trade.    Observe,  I  speak  only  of 
those  things  which  we  may  have  made  at  home, 
of  our  own  materials.    But,  if  made  at  home, 
there  is  no  freight  or  profit  to  the  importer.    He 
seems  to  think  it  very  reasonable  that  we  should 
agree  to  pay  one  hundred  dollars  to  foreigners,  in 
order  that  he  may  gain  a  profit  of  ten  dollars,  or 
fifteen.    On  this  head,  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
it  has  been  often  said,  and  never,  as  I  know,  de- 
nied, that  more  than  half  of  all  the  importations 
of  manufactures  from  Europe,  are  by  foreigners 
themselves,  directly  on  their  own  account,  and 
vended  here  by  themselves  or  their  agents.    From 
that  fact  the  true  nature  of  all  this  alarm  about  the 
trade  and  the  Navy  of  the  country  may  be  under- 
stood.    So  far  from  agreeing  that  the  naval  power 
of  the  country  depends  upon  the  consumption  of 
foreign  goods  in  preference  to  the  domestic,  I  con- 
tend that  all  we  hear  about  the  destruction  of  trade 
and  the  Navy,  by  checking  the  importation  of  dry 
goods,  means  nothing  more  than  the  diminishing 
the  profits  of  the  importer.    Are  we  to  believe  that 
these  merchants  are  seriously  apprehensive  only 
for  navigation  and  the  Navy  ?     Why,  sir,  it  has 
been  during  this  very  session  of  Congress,  that  the 
deplorable  case  of  our  spermaceti  whale  fishery 
has  been  presented  to  us;  the  noblest  nursery  and 
school  of  the  noblest  seamen  perhaps  on  the  globe, 
comprising  two  years  ago,  142  ships,  and  3,100 
seamen — a  quantity  of  tonnage  double  or  thrice 
that  employed  in  the  trade  of  importing  all  the 
woollen  and  linen  goods,  and  cuttlery,  and  hemp, 
and  lead,  and  glass,  and  leghorn  hats,  that  we 
get  from  Europe;  and  a  body  of  men  perhaps 
combining  a  greater  mass  of  nautical  skill,  hardi- 
hood of  body  and  mind,  devotion  to  country,  dis- 
cipline, self-command,  and  obedience,  than  was 
brought  into  action  on  both  sides,  in  the  battle  of 
the  Nile — all  now  dwindling,  perishing,  on  the 
point  of  extinction.    But  has  any  one  ever  heard 
of  any  Chamber  of  Commerce,  or  any  merchants, 
or  any  of  their  advocates,  interfering  with  us,  or 
anv  where  else,  in  favor  of  this  perishing  whale 
fisnery  ? — they,  who  can  snufi"  danger  a  mile  off, 
to  the  Navy  and  to  the  navigation,  when  it  threat- 
ens to  stop  the  importation  of  a  yard  of  calico,  or 
a  hob  nail:  and  who,  almost  before  the  bill  for 
the  protection  of  domestic  industry  can  be  printed, 
are  here  with  their  remonstrances.    I  complain 
not  of  the  merchants.    They  wish  us  to  import 
the  necessaries  of  life,  instead  of  making  them  at 
home.    They  are  right;  for,  by  it,  they  gain  their 
freight  and  profit.    They  wish  to  so  far  for  our 
supply,  and  they  are  right;  for  the  farther  they  eo 
the  less  chance  there  is  of  competition,  and  the 
greater  the  chance  of  profit.    Hence,  all  that  out- 
cry, some  years  ago,  against  the  protection  of  do- 
mestic cottons,  and  the  exclusion  of  cheap  mus- 
lins from  the  East  Indies.    I  repeat  it,  the  mer- 
chants are  right.    They  act  just  as  Providence 
intended  they  should  act,  taking  care  of  their  own 
interest,  and  adhering  to  that  solely.    They  were 
created  for  this  purpose^  and  all  very  good.     There 
is  no  possible  harm  in  it ;  because  Providence  in- 


tended alsK)  to  give  to  the  men  of  the  land  sense 
enough  to  take  some  little  care  of  themselves,  and, 
when  they  are  the  immense  majority  of  a  nation, 
not  suffer  themselves  to  be  made  beggars  in  order 
to  make  nobles  of  a  few  merchants ;  not  suffer  all 
their  resources  to  be  exhausted  in  paying  for  for- 
eign goods,  that  the  merchant  may  be  enriched  by 
the  profits  of  transporting  them. 

The  land  part,  the  agricultural  part  of  a  nation 
like  this,  Providence  intended  to  be  supreme.   Our 
country  is  the  land.    Every  thins  permanent  is 
on  the  land.    Yet  the  commercial  interest  is  to 
be  cherished.    Certainly  it  is ;  but  not  with  such 
extravagant  devotion  as  to  make  ourselves  tribu- 
taries and  slaves  to  foreign  industry.    If,  indeed, 
we  found  ourselves  thus  picked  to  the  bone,  and 
consumed  by  our  own  citizens  for  their  own  ben- 
efit, and  if  the  means  and  resources  of  our  own 
country  were  increased  by  exhausting  us ;  that  is, 
suppose  it  to  be  the  case  that  some  sections  of  our 
country  should  supply  us  with  manufactured  goods, 
as  Europe  does  now,  and,  thus  supplying  us,  sup- 
pose they  by  some  means  should  refuse  to  take 
from  us,  in  exchange,  the  chief  articles  we  have 
to  give,  our  grain,  our  fiour,  and  agricultural  pro- 
ductions, though  we  could  afford  them  at  half  the 
price  which  they  would  be  obliged  to  pay  for 
them  at  home — in  that  situation,  impossible,  in- 
deed, under  our  form  of  Grovemment — but  which, 
if  it  was  the  very  actual  fact,  would,  indeed,  as  to 
all  purposes  of  individual  poverty  and  oppre:»ion, 
leave  us  exactly  as  we  are  now — yet  then  we 
should  have  the  consolation  to  know  that  what 
caused  weakness  and  depression  to  us,  produced 
some  wealth  and  power  to  our  country.     But 
there  is  nothing  of  that  in  our  case.    Our  distress 
is  more  bitter  from  the  reflection  that  we  are   ex- 
hausted for  the  purpose  of  giving  afiluence  and 
power  to  strangers,  to  aliens,  to  rivals,  to  enemies. 
And  so  far  from  helping  the  case,  it  is  an  aggra- 
vation and  an  insult  to  oe  told  by  our  own  mer- 
chants that  we  ought  to  submit  tamely  to  be  de- 
voured by  foreign  industry,  because  some  of  the 
crumbs,  one  miserable  tenth  part  of  the  plunder, 
may  go,  by  way  of  freight  and  profits,  into   the 
pockets  of  the  merchants. 

As  to  fact  and  experience,  there  is  not  now,  nor 
was  there  ever  since  the  world  began,  a  country 
possessing  commerce  and  naval  power,  and  main- 
taining them  by  the  importation  of  foreign  com- 
merce; nor  is  there  any  possible  connexion   be- 
tween naval  power  and  consuming  foreign  goods. 
We  import  nothing,  which  can  be  strictly  called 
manufactured  goods,  from  the  Island  of  Cuba ; 
we  import  none  such  from  Hayti;  yet  we  have 
more  ships  and  more  tonnage  employed  in   the 
trade  with  these  islands  than  we  employ  in   the 
importation  of  goods  from  all  parts  of  Great 
Britain.    Further,  the  only  considerable  articles, 
the  importation  of  which  is  likely  to  be  diminish- 
ed by  this  tariff,  are  woollen  and  cotton  goods, 
iron,  lead,  hemp,  hempen  and  linen  goods,  and 
Leghorn  hats.    We  know  the  quantity  and  weight 
of  iron,  lead,  and  hemp,  imported,  and  what  ton- 
nage they  employ ;  and  we  may,  by  estimate,  come 
near  enough  to  the  amount  of  tonnage  employed 
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10  importing  those  other  goods.  Then,  sir,  let 
any  gentleman  make  the  calculation ;  let  him  set 
it  down  that  all  these  importations  are  in  our  own 
ships,  which  is  not  the  fact,  and  that  they  will 
tlways  continue  in  our  own  ships,  and  no  war 
erer  molest  as ;  let  him  set  it  down  that,  by  ez- 
cladiog  a  part  of  these  things,  we  are  to  import 
noihiog  instead  of  them ;  that  our  domestic  man- 
nfactures  are  never  to  be  exported,  and  their  pros- 
perity to  hare  no  beneficial  effect  upon  the  wealth, 
and  of  course  upon  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
and  what  will  it  ail  amount  to?  Why,  sir,  he 
will  find  that  the  loss  of  tonnage,  by  the  dimin- 
ished importation  of  woollen  and  cotton  goods, 
iron,  lead,  hemp,  hempen  and  linen  goods,  and 
Leghorn  hats,  cannot,  by  any  tolerable  mode  of 
calculation,  be  made  to  reach  anyways  near  the 
amount  of  our  tonnage  now  employed  in  the  im- 
portation of  the  three  articles  of  molasses,  coffee, 
and  tea. 

I  pray,  then,  that  we  may  have  an  end  to  this 
charge  of  hostility  to  commerce ;  there  is  not  sol- 
idity enough  in  it  for  a  congres^ation  from  the 
wharves  of  a  city.    To  import  the  necessaries  of 
life,  which  may  be  produced  at  home,  is  not  com- 
merce ;  it  is  the  worst  abuse  of  commerce ;  it  is 
to  be  the  victim  of  commerce.    We  declare  our- 
lehes  to  be  the  friends  of  commerce,  when  we 
profess  ourselves  the  friends  of  industry  on  shore ; 
they  may  consist  together — indeed  they  may  stand 
better  together.     We  are  not  bound  to  choose  be- 
tween them ;  if  we  were,  I  should  say  that  the 
land  is  our  homeland  not  the  sea.    I  should  say 
that  internal  wealth  and  manufacturing  industry 
can  of  themselves  create  commerce.    Without 
them  commerce  is  precarious;  liable  to  total  de- 
straction  in  the  first  war  with  any  first,  second, 
or  third  rate  naval  Power  of  Europe.    With  them 
commerce  is  imperishable.    Sink  every  ship,  pnb- 
lic  and  private,  m  the  ocean — with  domestic  in- 
dustry, and  freedom  from  foreign  tribute,  we  can 
be  able,  in  less  than  five  years'  time,  to  replace 
them  all.    Bat  why  rely  on  argument?    I  repeat 
it,  we  have  experience  to  go  by,  and  the  actual 
fact  that  every  commercial  nation  in   Europe, 
without  exception,  is  prosperous  exactly  in  propor- 
tion to  the  vigilance  with  which  it  protects  its 
own  manufactaring  industry,  by  excludiner  the 
foreign,  and  puts  down  this  spurious,  pernicious 
commerce  of  importation  of  manufactured  goods. 
As  to  the  island  of  Qreat  Britain,  the  first  com- 
mercial country  of  the  world,  everybody  knows 
that  Bot  only  her  wealth,  but  her  salvation,  is  sup- 
posed to  depend  upon  her  naval  power  and  her 
commerce,  both  of  which  it  has  been  her  chief 
aim  for  ages  to  promote.    If  any  interest  predom- 
inates in  that  country,  it  is  the  commercial  inter- 
est   Yet  no  temptation  of  cheapness,  no  employ- 
ment or  encouragement  of  shipping  or  seamen,  no 
argument  oi  the  political  economists,  has  ever  in- 
duced her  for  one  day,  since  her  naval  ascend- 
ency, to  permit  the  importation  of  any  article  for 
domestic  use  which  domestic  industry  could  pos- 
sibly be  made  to  produce.    France,  probably  the 
second  naval  Power  of  Europe,  follows  the  same 
policy  with  the  same  success.    So  other  coun- 


tries; and  from  their  examples,  and  from  the 
contrary  examples  of  weak  and  miserable  nations, 
we  may  learn  and  may  know,  that  to  employ 
commerce  to  supersede  home  manufacture,  by  the 
importation  of  foreign  goods,  is  ultimately  as  de- 
structive to  the  navsQ  power  as  it  is  to  the  domes- 
tic industry  of  a  country. 

Gentlemen  have  apprehended  the  resentment  of 
foreign  nations  if  we  discontinue  the  use  of  their 
manufactures.    They  ask.  Will  not  Great  Britain 
retaliate?    The  same  ffentlemen  are  very  unani- 
mous in  denouncing  what  is  called  the  sybtem  of 
restrictions,  the  system  of  exclusion  of  the  foreign, 
and  protection  of  the  home  industry.    They  say 
it  is  despotic,  useless,  pernicious.    That  it  can 
serve  no  possible  purpose  but  that  of  mischief,  and 
destruction  to  commerce,  trade,  and  the  Navy. 
They  say  that  not  only  all  the  philosophers  and 
economists  of  England  condemn  it,  but  the  speak- 
ers in  Parliament,  the  committees  of  the  Com- 
mons denounce  it;  that  the  opinions  of  Lord 
Bacon,  and  of  all  the  statesmen  of  that  great 
countrjr,  from  time  immemorial,  have  all  gone  out 
of  fashion ;  and  that,  since  the  light  of  the  econo- 
mists has  sprung  up,  the  Government  and  the 
nation  are  tired  of  the  present  destructive  system, 
and  watching  the  first  opportunity  to  rid  them- 
selves of  it.    Further,  they  say  that  England  has 
acquired  her  wealth  and  power,  not  by  her  re- 
strictions, not  by  her  protection  of  domestic  indus- 
try, not  by  her  manutactures,  but  in  spite  of  them 
all;  and  that  the  truest  estimate  of  the  balance  of 
trade,  and  criterion  of  national  wealth,  is,  not 
what  a  nation  fabricates  and  sends  abroad,  but 
what  she  imports.    In  fine,  that  England  is  very 
unhappy,  from  having  started  her  system  before 
the  new  light  of  modern  times;  while  we,  by  fol- 
lowing the  dogmas  of  the  economists,  are  in  the 
high  road  of  prosperity.    Very  good.    Then,  it 
seems,  England  is  to  be  very  much  hurt  if  we 
presume  to  beggar  ourselves  by  the  passage  of 
this  tariff  bill.    The  English  will  show  resent- 
ment if  we  do  all  we  can  to  relieve  them  from  the 
effects  of  a  system  which  they  are  anxious  to 
abandon ;  which  they  find  to  be  pernicious ;  and, 
most  dreadful  of  all,  they  are  sure  to  be  grievously 
offended  at  our  destruction  of  our  oWn  Navy.    I 
despair  of  throwing  any  light  upon  such  argu- 
ments, and  quit  them  with  one  word.    It  appears 
worse  than  idle  to  apprehend,  in  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, such  a  silly  malignity  as  to  resent  our 
attempting  to  do  a  part  of  our  own  work,  to  re- 
lieve our  own  distresses,  and  give  employment  to 
our  own  people.    Does  any  one  among  us  feel 
resentment  against  the  British  Government,  for 
their  policy,  which  extracts  from  us  a  voluntarv 
tribute  of  so  many  millions  a  year  ?    Do  we  think 
ourselves  injuriously  treated,  because  Great  Britain 
refuses  to  take  from  us  our  grain  and  flour  cheaper 
than  she  can  produce  them  herself?    Every  one 
knows  the  prodigious  efforts  made,  and  the  im- 
mense expenses  incurred,  by  Great  Britain,  for  the 
restoration  of  the  royal  family  of  France.    They 
succeeded,  at  last,  and  restored  the  Bourbons  to 
the  throne.    If  ever  England  had  a  fair  title  to  a 
great  foreign  customer,  here  certainly  was  one*, 
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and  how  erl^diy  British  policv  would  have  seized 
this  occasion  to  break  down  the  new  manufactur- 
ing establishments  of  France,  particularly  thecot* 
tons,  every  one  may  judze.  Yet  the  French  Gov- 
ernment was  deaf  to  all  terms  for  the  admission 
of  British  manufactures.  One.of  the  first  acts  of 
power,  by  the  restored  Government,  was,  to  pro- 
tect the  industry  of  their  own  nation,  by  excluding 
British  competition.  Did  this  produce  in  Eng- 
land any  resentment,  or  any  complaint?  Never 
any,  that  we  know  of.  It  may  be  said,  and  I  be- 
lieve has  been  said,  somewhere,  that  the  French 
Government,  newly  seated  in  power,  were  deterred 
from  admitting  foreign  manufactures,  through 
fear  of  popular  displeasure.  How  that  may  be, 
we  cannot  pretend  to  know.  But  let  it  be  so. 
What  a  lesson  ought  it  to  give  us.  The  populace 
of  France,  whom  we  sometimes  affect  to  consider 
as  not  the  deepest  thinkers — France,  the  chief 
nest  of  the  brood  of  political  economists,  and  of 
the  advocates  for  buying  always  where  you  can 
buy  the  cheapest — they,  it  seems,  could  have  firm- 
ness of  purpose  and  forethought  sufficient  to  resist 
the  temptation  of  buying  cheap  foreign  goods, 
some  of  them,  particularly  the  cottons,  at  a  price 
very  greatly  below  what  tney  could  be  had  for  at 
home,  and  could  forego  a  present  advantage  for 
the  sake  of  futurity.  Largely,  indeed,  have  they 
been  indemnified  for  the  temporary  loss  occasioned 
by  this  wise  protection  of  the  rising  manufactures 
or  the  country,  by  a  subsequent  prosperity,  almost 
unexampled. 

Are  we,  then,  to  be  led  away  by  the  words, 
freedom  of  trade,  monopoly,  restriction,  and  every 
man  ^aininfi:  most  for  the  nation  who  gains  most 
for  himself?  They  are  all  mere  words,  mere 
sound,  as  applicable  to  this  argument.  Sir,  Gov- 
ernment is  restriction;  laws  are  restriction.  It  is 
for  the  sake  of  restriction,  and  for  combining  and 
directing  the  parts  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  that 
men  enter  into  society.  It  is  only  by  restriction 
that  we  can  meet  the  unanimity  and  discipline  of 
foreign  nations.  As  well  in  time  of  war  might 
it  be  insisted  on  that  soldiers  should  fire  and  load, 
and  advance  and  retreat,  each  one  according  to 
his  own  discretion,  under  pretence  that  every 
man  who  does  best  for  himself  does  best  for  the 
army. 

It  is  apprehended  that  the  encouragement  of 
domestic  industry  will  injure  the  public  revenue. 
We  admit  that  our  present  revenue  is  derived 
chiefly  from  the  duties  on  importations.  Yet  I 
trust  it  will  be  admitted  on  the  other  side,  that  the 
consumption  of  foreign  goods  is  not  the  only 
means  of  raising  the  revenue.  And  further,  I 
trust,  it  will  be  admitted,  that  while  the  nation 
exists,  and  while  our  people  are  wealthy  and 
prosperous,  there  never  can  be  a  want  of  revenue 
to  support  the  credit  or  defence  of  the  country. 
There  must  be  taxes.  The  question  is  only  as  to 
the  preferable  mode  of  taxation.  The  tax  on  im- 
ported manufactures  is  paid  by  the  people,  the 
consumers.  It  is  said  to  be  a  concealed  tax,  and 
therefore  paid  willingly.  Let  it  be  that  it  is  paid 
willingly..  I  deny  that  it  is  paid  ignorantly. 
Now,  theU)  let  us  in  a  few  words,  with  an  eye 


constantly  to  the  bill  before  us,  examine  the  sound- 
ness of  this  policy  which  is  contended  for  with 
such  gravity  by  some,  and  with  such  heat  bf 
others,  of  importing,  ^lor  the  sake  of  revenue, 
manutactures  from  abroad  which  we  are  capable 
of  producing  at  home.  For  that  portion  of  wool- 
len and  cotton  goods,  hempen  and  linen  goods, 
iron,  hemp,  lead,  glass,  ana  Leghorn  hat.^  now 
imported  from  abroad,  and  which  will  be  ex- 
cluded and  supplied  by  domestic  industry,  if  this 
bill  becomes  a  law.  we  now  pay  to  foreigners,  say 
ten  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  These  articles,  on 
their  importation,  afford,  on  the  average,  to  the 
revenue,  a  tax,  say  of  twenty-five  per  cent  This 
tax  is  paid  by  the  people  of  the  country,  the  con- 
sumers of  the  goods.  It  amounts  to  9^,500,000 ; 
which  sum  goes  into  the  public  treasury.  Clearly^ 
the  jpeople  of  the  country  not  only  pay  this  tax, 
but  m  paying  it  they  have  also  to  pay  the  prices 
of  the  articles,  the  ten  millions  of  dollars  original 
purchase  money.  ^  They  must  pay,  also,  the  im- 
porter's profits,  the  merchant's  profits,  the  freight, 
the  insurance — ^not,  probably,  less,  altogetner, 
than  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the  $1^^0,000.  So 
that,  in  advancing  to  the  public  treasury  the  sum 
of  $3,500,000,  our  citizens  actually  pay  the  sum  of 
$15,625,000;  ten  millions  of  dollars  of  which  sum, 
as  far  as  respects  ourselves,  might  as  well  besuok 
in  the  ocean — perhaps  better — lor  it  goes,  perhaps, 
to  rivals ;  perhaps  to  enemies.  At  any  rate,  our 
citizen,  contributing  by  this  sort  of  assessment  to 
the  support  of  his  Government,  for  every  one 
dollar  ne  pays  to  his  own  country,  has  four  dollais 
to  pay  to  foreign  industry.  But,  worse  than  any 
thing  yet  mentioned  in  this  mode  of  raising  reve- 
nue, is  the  circumstance  that,  with  respect  to  the 
greatest  proportion  of  the  people,  who  pay  this 
$15,625,000,  in  order  to  place  $2,500,000  in  the 
Treasury,  so  far  are  they  from  getting  the  slight- 
est incidental  advantage  from  this  mode  of  sop- 
porting  their  Government,  that,  by  it,  they  only 
drive  their  neighbors,  the  roanulacturers,  into 
idleness  and  beggary,  and  deprive  themselves  of 
the  only  possible  market  they  can  have  for  their 
agricultural  productions.  And  this  is  the  very 
popular  mode  of  taxation  spoken  of.  Sir,  if  there 
IS,  among  our  countrymen,  such  fanatical  blind- 
ness, as  to  prefer  to  pay  their  taxes  in  this  way, 
I  do  not  know  where  it  exists. 

In  answer  to  the  objections  that  we  are  too 
young  a  country  to  do  our  own  work,  and  that  we 
lack  capital  necessary  for  manufactures,  I  ask 
leave  to  adopt  a  remark  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,)  who,  if  I  am  able 
to  judge  of  the  matter,  is  more  of  a  philosopher 
than  a  politician;  and  when  I  apply  the  word 
philosopher  to  him,  if  the  term  has  more  than  ooe 
sense,  I  give  it  no  sinister  meaning.  He  has  re- 
marked that  the  age  of  a  nation  is  not  to  be  counted 
from  the  settlement  of  a  country — never  was  a 
thing  said  more  truly.  We  were  taken  not  from 
the  seed,  but,  like  a  tree,  or  rather  a  branch,  trans- 
planted ;  and  when  our  forefathers  landed  on  these 
shores,  and  had  formed  themselves  into  Govern- 
ments, they  were,  for  all  the  chief  purposes  ot 
this  discussion,  as  old  as  the  stock  they  sprung 
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from.  As  to  capital,  whenever  there  has  been  in 
oar  coQDtryr  a  demand  for  the  products  of  domes- 
tic iodustry,  there  never  has  been  felt  a  want  of 
ctpital  to  carry  it  on.  Have  our  glass  works, 
oar  iron  works,  sunk  for  want  of  capital,  our 
lead  mines,  our  straw  and  grass  hats,  our  hemp  ? 
Are  onr  woollen  factories  now  sinking  for  want 
of  capital  ?  Or  rather,  are  they  not  all  sunk,  or 
sinking,  for  want  of  customers,  for  want  of  a 
market?  Industnr  is  capital— credit  is  capital — 
protection  is  itselfcapital ;  and  whenever  a  mon- 
eyed capital  may  be  wanted,  all  these  will  in- 
sure it. 

Not  a  little  has  been  said  about  the  balance  of 
trade,  and  we  have  been  beset,  throughout  almost 
the  whole  of  this  debate,  by  authorities  drawn 
from  the  books  of  the  writers  called  modern  po- 
litical economists.    The  practical  rule  for  na  tional 
wealth  has  been,  not  willingly  to  purchase  the 
products  of  a  foreign  country  more  than  they  will 
take  of  your  own ;  that  is,  not^to  encourage  the 
industry  of  those  who  refuse  to  encourage  yours : 
for  example,  not  buy  the  manufactures  of^  those 
vlio  reject  your  grain.    This  is  wrong,  gentle- 
men say,  in  theory.    So  be  it;  but,  in  practice,  it 
is  adhered  to,  I  need  not  say  by  every  wise  nation, 
bot  certainly  by  every  wealthy  and  prosperous 
nation.    Gentlemen  say,  and  so  say  the  econo- 
mists, that  what  is  called  an  unfavorable  balance 
of  trade,  is  no  reason  against  importing  manufac- 
tures instead  of  making  them.    It  is  impossible, 
they  say,  to  purchase  more  than  you  are  able  to 
pay  for.    The   remark  is  true  and  intelligible 
enough,  but  it  has  no  application  to  the  subject. 
What  sluggishness,  what  dependence,  what  b^- 
gary,  either  of  an  individual  or  of  a  nation,  may 
not  be  defended  by  the  same  argument?    You 
cannot  be  exhausted  of  more  than  you  have. 
Very  true;  but,  what  would  be  just  as  bad,  you 
ean  be  exhausted  of  all  that  you  have — all  the 
consolation  of  that  argument  will  apply  as  well 
to  a  pauper  in  the  poor  house.    Bonaparte  and 
the  British  ministry,  it  has  been  stated,  wrangled 
for  whole  weeks,  if  not  for  months,  during  the 
peace  of  1803,  about  the  quantities  of  soods  which 
the  people  of  the  two  nations  might  exchange 
with  each  other.    Each  partv,  obstinate  to  the 
very  last  in  refusing  to  taxe  the  products  of  the 
other,  unless  they  were  permitted  to  be  paid  for  in 
the  products  of  the  nation  receiving  them.    Whe- 
ther right  or  not,  all  this  was  done  by  statesmen; 
and  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that,  while  doing  it, 
they  had  all  the  metaphysical  books  of  the  econo- 
mists before  their  eyes;  or,  if  not  all  their  books, 
yet  all  their  discoveries  had  been  made  before 
that  time,  made  and  published  by  Frenchmen 
and  bjT  Britons,  for  the  good  of  their  own  dear 
countries,  and  calculated  for  their  own  latitudes. 
Of  these  discoveries,  the  grandest  is  said  to  be 
tbat,  in  order  to  get  rich,  a  nation  has  nothing  to 
^0  bat  to  refuse  to  eat  or  drink  or  wear  any  thing 
made  or  produced  at  home,  provided  it  can  be 
Imd  cheaper  from  abroad,  so  that  we  see  how 
completely  opposite  to  these  discoveries  has  been 
ibe  practice  of  the  two  nations;  and,  from  this, 
%ad  from  ail  their  conduct  before  and  since,  it  is 


plain  that  the  two  countries  which  produced  these 
political  economists  have  always  looked  upon 
them  as  so  many  conceited  enthusiasts,  and  have 
taken  special  care  never  to  meddle,  practically, 
with  their  books,  except  so  far  as  to  print  and  ex- 
port them.  In  some  foreign  countries,  they  have 
had,  to  be  sure,  an  amazing  run.  I  am  not  go- 
ing  to  try  m^  hand  at  disentangling  their  argu- 
ments. Let  it  be,  that  all  their  'reasoning  on  the 
subject  is  so  correctly  metaphysical,  and  so  deep, 
as  not  to  be  comprehended  nor  refuted.  What 
then  ?  In  legislating  for  a  great  country,  are  we 
to  draw  our  information  and  our  opinions  from 
the  deductions  of  theoretical  writers?  Or  are  we 
to  look  to  the  practice  of  statesmen,  and  to  the 
actual  effect  which  different  systems  have  had 
upon  the  prosperity  or  the  decay  of  nations  ?  In 
the  concerns  of  private  life,  we  know  how  to  guard 
ourselves  from  the  delusions  of  theory.  If  a  pro- 
jector brings  us  his  patent  machine,  we  do  not  as- 
certain its  utility  by  sitting  down  to  chop  losie 
with  the  inventor,  and  puzzle  ourselves  with  his 
metaphysical  reasons,  wherefore  the  contrivance 
ought  to  answer  the  purpose;  but  we  cut  short  the 
debate  by  asking,  how  will  it  go  ?  how  will  it 
work?  So,  if  you  are  sick,  and  a  quack  produces 
a  bottle  full  of  his  medicine,  though  he  may  call 
it  the  very  elixir  of  life,  and  may  enter  into  all 
the  most  sophisticated  refinements  of  unanswera- 
ble reasoning  to  show  the  properties  and  effects  of 
the  ingredients  he  may  have  put  into  the  kettle, 
yet,  because  vou  cannot  refute  the  doctrine,  you 
do  not,  therefore,  swallow  the  drug,  at  any  rate, 
not  until  you  ascertain  the  small  matter  of  fact 
that  it  has  cured,  or  at  least  not  killed,  some 
former  patient.  So  in  every  thing  else  relating  to 
the  real  business  of  private  life,  we,  in  the  same 
way,  know  how  to  distinguish  what  is  useful 
from  what  is  good  for  nothing,  or  pernicious,  and 
we  invariably  trust  not  to  the  palaver  of  argu- 
ment, but  to  the  test  of  experience.  Let  us,  then, 
apply  the  same  rule  of  common  seiise  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  public,  and  not  think  it  enough  to  be 
told  that  such  and  such  is  the  opinion  of  the  im- 
mortal modern  philosophers.  The  best  of  philos- 
ophers are  not,  perhaps,  of  much  use  in  practical 
l^islation.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Cambreleng)  has  instructed  us  by  a  very 
^ood  quotation  from  Edmund  Burke.  Let  him, 
if  he  pleases,  try  his  band  again  at  the  business, 
and  see  if  he  cannot  produce  Burke's  opinion  of 
this  race  of  political  economists. 

Somebody  (no  matter  who)  once  imagined  how 
thunderstruck  a  quack  would  be,  if,  in  the  very 
heat  and  midst  of  his  harangue  upon  the  virtues 
of  his  medicine,  one  of  his  patients,  at  the  first 
draught,  should  drop  down  dead  before  his  eyes ! 
But  he  (whoever  he  was)  knew  nothing  of  mod- 
ern times,  our  quacks  of  economists,  and  their  dis- 
ciples, so  far  from  being  confounded,  seem  to 
acquire  fresh  assurance  upon  the  death  of  every 
new  patient.  Holland  took  the  dose,  and  is  blasted. 
Russia  tried  it  for  a  while — with  what  effect,  has 
been  alreadv  sufficiently  stated.  To  describe  the 
condition  of^that  country,  while  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  drug,  is  exactly  to  describe  our  present 
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condition.  We  have  had  fuUy^  enough  of  iL  No 
nation  has  erer  escaped,  that  has  followed  '|the 
new  guide  to  wealth."  Even  our  very  Indians 
have  not  escaped.  They,  to  be  sure,  have  never 
read  Adam  Smith.  But,  corrupted  and  undone 
by  partial  civilization,  or  by  the  neighborhood  of 
civilization,  (not  all  of  them,  perhaps,)  they  are 
true  modern  political  economists  from  instinct 
or  habit,  and  without  dreaming  of  any  exertion  to 
help  themselves,  from  mere  laziness,  depend  on 
begg[ing,  as  we  do  on  importing.  And  what  a 
glorious  proof  it  must  have  been  of  the  wisdom  of 
the  immortal  modern  philosophers,  to  have  seen 
those  Indians,  with  their  bare  backs,  waiting  for 
an  arrival  from  England,  and  our  importing  Gov- 
emmeni  obliged  to  depend  upon  the  magnanimity, 
or,  if  you  please,  upon  the  avarice  of  our  enemy, 
for  a  supply  of  blankets  to  save  the  yellow  econ- 
omists or  tne  forest  from  perishing! 

I  have  said  that  Great  Britain  and  France, 
the  countries  that  produced  the  political  econo- 
mists, reject  their  doctrines.  Gentlemen  say  that 
Great  Britain  is  fast  becoming  a  convert  to  the 
books ;  and  they  prove  it,  not  oy  acts  of  legisla- 
tion, but  by  selecting  a  stray  speech  or  two.  If 
the  strictness  of  their  laws  respecting  navigation 
has  been  in  some  instances  relaxed,  what  has  that 
to  do  with  their  protection  of  agriculture  and 
manufactures'?  So,  some  of  our  regulations  in 
favor  of  our  own  navigation  have  been  relaxed, 
not  from  any  liberality  to  foreigners,  but  for  the 
benefit,  and  probably  at  the  request,  of  our  own 
merchants.  In  these  restrictions  on  navigation, 
it  is  found  at  last  there  are  two  sides.  But  will 
gentlemen  seriously  contend  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment have  thought  of  admitting  our  grain  and 
flour^  and  the  manufactures  of  France,  without 
restriction,  into  the  consumption  of  their  country? 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cam- 
BRELENG,)  in  opposing  this  bill,  has  asked,  '^  Do 
you  not  see  the  angry  war-clouds  gathering  in  the 
South  ?"  As  rf  the  probability,  or  even  the  pos- 
sibility of  war,  was  not  of  itself  the  strongest 
reason ;  and  even  if  there  was  no  other,  was  not 
of  itself  a  sufficient  reason  for  our  encouragement 
of  domestic  manufactures,  and  dependence  upon 
our  own  industry.  Whetner  we  regard  the  reve- 
nue necessary  for  carrying  on  war,  and  the  incon- 
venience and  danger  of  stopping  it  at  the  time  it  is 
most  wanted,  or  any  other  of  the  resources  de- 
manded for  carrying  it  on ;  or  the  loss  and  confu- 
sion which  attends  the  sudden  interruption  of  our 
usual  supply  of  manufactures, — it  is  very  clear 
that  domestic  industry  is  more  wanted  for  war 
than  for  peace. 

There  is  a  matter  which,  as  it  has  been  already 
discussed,  I  shall  advert  to  very  briefly.  It  is  said 
the  passage  of  this  bill  will  be  peculiarly  injuri- 
ous to  those  portions  of  the  country  whose  staple 
article  is  cotton.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  it 
has  been  asserted  (and  though  denied,  the  denial 
has  not  been  supported  by  fact  or  argument  or 
probability)  that  the  protection  allowed  by  this 
bill,  to  the  different  interests  comprehended  in  it, 
is  not  so  high  nor  so  complete,  ffeneraliy,  as  the 
protection  by  the  existing  law  to  the  cotton  grower 


of  a  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound  on  the  im- 
ported article.  And  further,  it  has  been  said  'with 
great  truth,  that  no  article  better  deserves  to  be 
protected  ;  and  that  there  is  no  portion  of  oar 
agricultural  industry,  nor  scarcely  any  portion  of 
our  manufacturing  industry,  that  requires  a  larger 
protection.  The  consumption  of  cotton  in  oar 
country  is  at  present  immense.  With  a  due  en- 
couragement of  our  own  manufactures,  it  most  be 
next  to  incalculable.  Those  manufactares  must 
afford  a  certain  market — it  ought  to  be  the  ffreal- 
at  market — ^it  iffiU  be  the  greatest  market. 

I  speak  the  opinions  of  men  practically  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  subject,  when  I  say  that, 
with  what  is  called  free  trade,  our  cultivators  of 
cotton  must  be  undersold  by  other  nations ;  and 
their  reasons  appear  conclusive;  that  it  is  an  arti- 
cle which,  in  some  other  countries,  has  bat  lately 
began  to  be  cultivated,  with  the  greatest  saccess ; 
and  that  nearly  all  countries,  where  it  is  rabed, 
are  possessed  oi  advantages  in  almost  every  respect 
superior  to  ours;  that  they  have  generally  a  bet- 
ter soil ;  that  the  greater  rigor  of  our  climate  in 
Winter  makes  the  clothing  of  slaves  in  oar  coun- 
try much  more  expensive — while  the  greater  lenity 
with  which  they  are  treated,  a  lenity  produced  by 
our  laws  or  our  manners,  makes  their  labor  less 
profitable  to  the  master.  So  that  of  all  parts  of 
our  country  thase  most  unanimously  opposed  to 
this  bill  owe  the  most,  and  must  continue  Co  owe 
the  most  to  the  system  of  protection.  If  protec- 
tion is  a  tax  for  the  benefit  of  those  protected,  that 
tax  is  imposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  cotton  grow- 
er :  rightly,  I  say.  And  if  an  Increase  shall  be 
required  to  effect  the  full  purpose,  I  am  for  in- 
creasing it.  But  I  am  not  lor  stopping  there,  but 
for  giving,  ui>on  the  same  principles,  a  just  and 
equal  protection  to  domestic  industry  wherever 
else  it  may  be  wanted,  so  as  to  secure  at  least 
our  own  markets  for  the  productions  of  our  own 
country. 

Mr.  Tod  having  taken  his  seat — 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  in  re- 
ply, and  observed  that,  although  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  has  buried  m  the  very  centre 
of  his  argument  the  personal  notice  with  which 
he  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me,  in  a  manner 
somewhat  calculated,  at  this  late  hour,  to  sub- 
tract from  the  effect  of  its  pungency,  I  cannot 
permit  his  sarcasms,  caustic  and  successful  as  they 
have  been,  (and  however  hopeless  the  warfare  ok 
my  part,)  to  pass  without  a  brief,  and  I  trust,  tem- 
perate notice.  I  confess,  without  any  feeling  of 
self  reproach,  that  the  excitement  they  occasioned 
has  gone  by,  and  I  now  regard  what  he  has  said 
"  more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger." 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  knows,  and 
knows  full  well,  that  I  did  not  require  his  admo- 
nition this  morning  to  convince  me  that  I  had 
wronged  him  yesterday  in  the  tone  and  temper 
of  my  remarks.  He  has,  therefore,  correctly 
stated,  what  I  do  not  blush  to  hear,  that  I  waited 
on  him  this  morning,  and  expressed  my  sorrow 
and  voluntary  regrets  for  the  unkind  and  disre 
spectful  character  of  these  remarks.  In  truth,  sir, 
the  reflections  of  my  pillow  advised  me  of  my 
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error.  Yesterday,  in  the  heat  of  an  irritating  dis- 
cQssioD,  I  spoke  in  temperately  of  the  gentleman, 
withoat  jast  provocation ;  for  it  would  be  uncan- 
did  in  me  not  to  admit  that,  during  the  unpleasant 
and  protracted  discussion  of  the  tariff,  his  manner 
has  been  civil,  and  his  temper,  on  the  whole,  con- 
ciliatory. When,  therefore,  I  made  him  this 
aionement,  I  did  it  without  parsimony  or  stint, 
from  the  sincere  overflowing  of  my  regrets.  I 
moreover  confess,  in  making  him  the  reparation 
to  which  he  had,  then^  so  just  a  claim,  I  did  not 
measure  my  words  with  a  punctilious  jealousy, 
bat  went  cordially  and  honestly  to  the  purposes 
of  conciliation  ;  for  I  felt  that  these  were  offices 
which  became  me,  as  a  gentleman,  even  if  I  could 
be  altogether  insensible  to  the  obligations  of  a 
Christian.  From  this  statement,  I  might,  I  think, 
without  hesitation,  submit  to  the  candor  and 
magnanimity  of  this  House  the  question,  (if  I  de- 
sir^  such  support)  how  far  I  have  merited  the 
harsh  and  UDKind  retort  of  the  gentleman,  afUr 
aU  that  has  passed.  Yet,  nevertheless,  though  his 
conduct  does  not  permit  me  to  reiterate,  on  the 
present  occasion,  the  atonement  I  privately  made 
him,  I  scorn  to  take  back  one  jot  if  it.  No,  sir : 
This  is  due  to  the  House,  if  not  to  the  gentleman 
himself.  I  was  wrong  yesterday ;  I  will  not  put 
myself  more  entirely  in  the  wrong,  to-day,  by  the 
smallest  intemperance.  The  gentleman  has  got 
his  reparation,  and  may  keep  it. 

The  gentleman  will,  I  hope,  bear  with  me, 
when  I  say  that,  from  the  character  of  that  gallant 
and  iockJess  kniffht  (Don  Q,uizote)  to  whom  he 
has  alluded,  (and  who,  by  the  way,  was  one  of 
the  best  bred  men  of  his  time,)  he  might  have 
learnt  a  useful  lesson  of  courtesy  and  generous 
feeling,  neither  difficult  in  its  practice^or  requir- 
ing very  romantic  notions  of  honor :  That,  when 
a  foe  proffers  atonement,  to  receive  it  in  the  spirit 
Jo  which  it  is  tendered.  But  let  this  pass.  The 
gentleman  may  have  sentiments  of  his  own,  on 
this  subject,  the  permanency  of  which  I  will  not 
disturb,  either  by  my  counsels  or  commentary. 

There  are  a  lew  things,  however,  which  it  has 
pleased  him  to  say  of  me,  that  are  somewhat  too 
serious,  at  least  for  my  own  laughter.  He  accuses 
me  of  an  overweening  conceit  in  my  own  merits 
and  opinions.  As  this  is  one  of  those  charges  to 
which,  if  a  man  pleads,  the  very  plea  involves 
him  in  ridicule,  I  shall  say  nothing.  But  there  is 
one  thing  which  I  have  no  hesitation  in  confess- 
ing, that  the  charge  might  be  urged  with  great 
force  and 'justice  against  me,  if  J  had  risen  in 
my  seat  time  after  time,  and  ineerwL  at  the  au- 
thority of  Smith,  Ricardo,  and  Sajt  I  thank 
God  that  I  have  not  had  the  presumption  to  speak 
of  these  men  as  shallow  and  visionary  thinlcers, 
or  to  pot  my  exploded  common  place,  and  idle 
prosing  in  competition  with  the  fruits  of  their 
wisdom,  experience,  and  research.  I  leave  the 
application  to  be  made  by  those  who  have  wit- 
nessed the  career  and  the  opinions  of  the  gentle- 
man, and  content  my  self  with  telling  him,  he  had 
better  take  care  how  he  throws  stones.  His  own 
tenement  may  be  more  frail  than  his  self  compla- 
cency will  permit  him  to  believe. 


But,  in  reference  to  another  subject,  the  gentle- 
man's sarcasms  have  indeed  been  most  triumph- 
antly successful.  He  has  tried  me  by  a  standard, 
and  I  have  been  found  wanting.  He  has  con- 
trasted me  with  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Lowndes) 
whose  most  unworthy  successor  I  am.  The  very 
contrast  has  barbed  the  keenest  arrow  in  his  quiver. 
I  could  have  learnt  my  immense  inferiority  to  that 
great  and  good  man  without  the  lessons  of  that 
gentleman.  It  would  almost  be  presumptuous  in 
me  to  say,  that  I  was  humbled  by  the  compari- 
son, for  I  know  the  distance  between  the  orbit  of 
my  predecessor  and  my  own.  I  nevertheless  thank 
the  gentleman  even  for  his  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  this  pure  patriot  and  profound  statesman.  It 
has  been  delightful  to  my  heart  in  spite  of  his 
unfeeling  parallel.  Will  he  permit  me,  however, 
to  say  to  him  that  I  think  we  may  both  of  us  live 
and  learn  by  the  example  of  this  individual.  He 
must  pardon  me,  moreover,  for  saying  that  I  re- 
gret, when  this  example  was  a  living  instruction 
for  him,  heprofited  so  little  by  the  advantages  he 
enjoyed.  The  opinions  of  this  statesman  might 
have  taught  him  less  confidence  in  his  own,  more 
especially  in  relation  to  the  tremendous  measure 
of  which  he  is  the  leading  and  uncompromising 
champion.  I  mi^ht  even  recommend,  as  a  pat- 
tern for  the  adoption  of  this  gentleman,  the  mod- 
esty and  humility  of  my  predecessor;  but  I  will 
not  turn  his  own  comparison  against  him.  It 
might  be  made  stinging  enough  for  the  purposes 
of  the  most  vindictive  retribution. 

The  gentleman  has  likewise  accused  me  of 
having  referred,  (no  doubt  he  meant  to  imply,) 
with  some  vaunting  and  presumption,  to  the  fact 
of  my  having  been  in  the  army.  I  do  not  mean 
to  charge  him  with  intentional  error,  but,  by  the 
most  painful  tax  to  which  I  can  subject  my  mem- 
ory, I  have  not  the  most  distant  recollection  of 
ever  having  discussed  a  subject  before  this  House, 
into  which  I  could  have  forcibly  lugged  any  such 
reference.  I  would  fain  believe,  as  well  as  hope, 
that  the  gentleman  is  mistaken;  for,  however 
proud  I  may  be  of  having  once  belonged  to  one  of 
the  noblest  of  all  professions,  yet  I  am  habitually 
cautious  of  alluding  to  it.  It  was  not  my  fortune 
to  win  laurels,  or  perhaps  to  deserve  them.  The 
soldier  who  cannot  show  these  memorials  of  his 
valor  had  better  speak  sparinglv  of  his  calling.  I 
will,  therefore,  say  to  that  gentleman,  that,  to  pre- 
vent the  passage  even  of  the  pernicious  bill  on 
our  table,  I  would  make  no  .appeal  to  the  sword, 
which  he  accuses  me  of  having  done.  When, 
therefore,  in  jest  or  earnest,  it  matters  not  which, 
he  ascribes  to  me  a  disposition  to  fight  him  into  a 
conviction  of  my  own  opinions  on  the  subject,  I 
will  say  to  him,  and  I  thank  God  I  say  it  with 
the  most  perfect  sincerity,  that  I  would  not,  in 
malice,  seek  his  blood  even  to  prevent  the  passage 
of  forty  tarifis  as  potent  as  the  one  he  has  advo- 
cated ! 

The  gentleman  has  most  generously  told  me 
that  I  may  be,  at  some  future  period,  not  entirely 
useless  to  my  country,  after  a  protracted  discipline 
and  cultivation  to  which,  in  his  candor  and  con- 
descension, he  has  indicated  no  limit.    Even  this 
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single  lamp  of  sugar  he  has  not  permitted  to  come 
to  my  lips  without  being  dissolved  by  the  sur- 
rounaing  acid  in  which  it  is  dropped. 

I  fear,  however,  in  his  estimation,  I  shall  never 
reach  this  point  of  improvement.  If  my  useful- 
ness is  to  be  measured  by  his  own  utility,  I  shall 
perish  in  the  desert  before  I  reach  his  land  of 
promise.  I  do  not  think  I  shall  ever  attain  that 
acme  of  wisdom  which  will  qualify  me  to  sit  in 
judgment  on  Smith,  Say,  and  Ricardo.  I  trust, 
however,  if  I  do,  I  shall  be  able  to  prove,  by  some- 
thing more  significant  than  unmeaning  sneers, 
that  I  have  at  least  read,  if  not  digested,  what 
they  have  written. 

I  must,  before  I  hare  done  with  the  gentleman, 
not  permit  him  to  have  the  whole  game  of  play- 
fulness in  his  own  hands.  He  must  recollect  I 
am  still  somewhat  in  his  debt,  although  I  feel 
that,  in  humor  and  wit,  I  can  never  discharge  it. 

When  I  commence  my  knight  errantry,  (for  the 
adventures  of  which  he  seems  to  think  me  quite 
as  well  qualified  as  Don  duixote,)  I  shall  cer- 
tainly select  him,  above  all  other  men  on  the  face 
of  the  earth,  for  my  Saocho.  For  the  offices  of 
a  faithful  squire  he  is  admirably  qualified.  *'  Right 
merry  and  conceited,"  prudent  and  discreet  withal, 
full  of  mirth,  and  with  such  an  admirable  knack 
at  raising  a  laugh,  even  at  his  own  expense,  that 
I  should  find  in  his  wit  a  never-failing  resource, 
even  after  a  rib-roasting  in  a  blanket,  or  during 
the  operation  of  the  sacred  balsam.  It  is  true 
that  he  tells  me  he  will  not  fight,  with,  or  with- 
out compulsion,  and,  although  I  should  have  to 
do  all  this  troublesome  part  of  our  adventures  my- 
self, yet  I  think  I  might  calculate  on  the  unpre- 
meditated gallantry  of  my  squire  on  some  occa- 
sions. If  he  would  leave  me  to  myself  to  rescue 
a  forlorn  damsel,  or  to  attack  the  genius  of  an 
enchanted  castle,  I  am  sure  that  the  sieht  of  a 
JU)ck  of  theep  would  inflame  his  ra lor  to  the  high- 
est pitch  of  enthusiasm.  Chivalr^r  itself  would 
co-operate,  at  such  a  crisis,  with  his  ruling  pas- 
sion ;  for,  on  this  enterprise,  he  would  be  merely 
at  his  old  game,  sir — woU-gaiherwg,  Yes.  sir,  a 
business  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  tor  the 
last  seven  weeks,  with  a  perseverance  that  is  be- 
yond all  comparison  or  praise. 

But  I  am  done  with  the  gentleman.  If  I  pos- 
sessed both  the  gall  and  the  wit  of  Aristophanes, 
I  would  not  say  one  word  more.  I  part  with  him 
in  the  spirit  and  with  the  feelinjg^  of  peace. 

Mr.  Too  rose,  and,  after  making  one  or  two  re- 
marks in  reply,  said,  that  he  would  not  consent  to 
beconie  the  squire  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  without  he  would  enter  into  bond  and 
security  to  give  him  the  island  of  Barrataria  as 
the  reward  of  his  services. 

Mr.  Hamilton  replied,  that  the  gentleman 
should  have  his  island  to  a  certainty,  but  upon 
the  express  terms  and  condition  that  he  should 
confine  his  tariff  exclusively  vUhin  iU  precincts. 

The  question  was  thea  put,  and  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virgints»  Allen  of 
Tennefsee,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Bar- 
bour, Bartlelt,    Bassett,  Blair,    Brent,    Buchanan, 


Bnckner,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambnleng,  Campbell  of 
8outh  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Con- 
nor, Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Casbman,  Cuthben, 
Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Farreliy, 
Floyd,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Garnett, 
Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurlej,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hsnrej, 
Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Houston,  lucks, 
Kent,  Kremer,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Linngftoo, 
Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee, 
McKim,  Mangnm,  Matson,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien.  Oiren, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampehire,  Poinsett,  Randolph, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rires,  Saasden, 
Sandford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Bmjtli, 
William  Smithf  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Ste- 
venson, J.  Stephenson,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance 
of  North  CaroUna,  Warfield,  Webster,  WicUift, 
WUliams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
liams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  8.  Carolina^lOl 
Nats — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Msaaachaaeiti, 
Allison,  Barber  of  Connecttent,  Bartley,  Beecber, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buck,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Uaa- 
sedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Daifee, 
Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  PennsylTsnia,  El- 
lis, Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Hsnii, 
Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogebooo, 
Holcombe,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  John- 
son, F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher, 
Litchfield,  Little,  LiTermore,  McArthnr,  McKmq, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallaiy, 
Markley,  Martindale,  Marrin,  Matlack,  Metcalfe,  Mil- 
ler, Mitchell  of  PeansyWania,  Mitchell  of  Mtiylaod, 
Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  PatterMn  of  Ohia, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rich,  Rogera,  Roae, 
Ross,  Scott,  Sharps,  Sloane,  Storling,  Suwart,  Stod- 
dard, Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Teat, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udrae, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton, 
Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White, 
James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  WiImmi  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright— 99. 

So  the  House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  in  reducing  the  minioamn  on  wooUeos 
from  80  to  40  cents. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Tbubsday,  April  8. 

A  new  member,  to  wit,  John  TALiAFcaBO,  in 
place  of  William  Lee  Ball,  of  Viisinia,  deeeaaed, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  gradual  sup- 
ply of  cannon,  bombs,  howitz.  shot,  shells,  tod 
materials  i^t  carriages,  for  the  fortifications  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,''  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  re> 
ported  a  bill  disapproving,  in  part,  an  act  oi  the 
government  of  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans,  in- 
corporating the  Orleans  Natrigation  Companyi 
passed  on  the  5th  day  of  July,  1805 ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  o(  the 
Whole. 
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The  resolation  offered  yesterdav  by  Mr.  Gaz- 
LAY,  respectiofi;  a  township  of  land  in  Symmes's 
patent,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  For- 
syth, in  relation  to  cessions  of  land  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Cherokee  Nation,  was  taken  up,  and 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tattnall,  the  Committee 
on  Naral  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  navv  yard  for  the 
purpose  of  building  and  repairing  sloops  of  war, 
and  other  vessels  of  an  inferior  class,  at  some 
suitable  point  on  the  St.  Mary's  rirer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  propriety 
of  settling  and  allowing  to  the  widow  of  Lieuten- 
ant James  Norris,  the  arrearages  of  pay  due  to  him 
for  his  Revolutionary  services. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  pjassed  to  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  being  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  lor  a  revision  of  the 
Tariff  of  Duties  on  Imports. 

The  question  being  on  the  second  amendment 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  viz :  to 
strike  out,  after  ''  manufactured,"  in  the  Slat  line, 
to  the  end  of  the  section,  ^^  a  duty  of  twenty-five 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June, 
1825;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad 
valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June,  1826 ;  after- 
wards a  duty  of  forty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  un- 
til the  first  day  of  June,  1827;  and,  after  that 
time,  a  dutv  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem  f 
and  insert  tne  following :  "A  duty  of  twenty  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June, 
1825 ;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of  June,  1826 ; 
afterwards,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem, until  the  first  day  of  June,  1827 ;  afterwards, 
a  duty  of  thirty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until 
first  of  June,  1828;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  forty 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  of  June, 
1829;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  forty-five  per  centum, 
Qntil  the  first  of  June,  1830 ;  and,  after  that,  a 
duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem:  Provided^ 
That  all  wool,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the 
place  whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  ten  cents 
per  pound,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen 
per  centQm  ad  ralorem,  and  no  more." 

Mr.  PoufSBTT  rose,  and  said,  that  he  should 
make  no  ipolozy  to  the  House  for  making,  at  this 
time,  theremarEs  be  was  about  to  submit  on  the  gen- 
eral principle  of  the  bill.  In  adopting  this  course, 
he  only  followed  the  example  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  and  of  those 
who  bad  preceded  him  in  this  debate.  That,  in 
what  he  was  about  to  say,  he  begged  to  be  under- 
stood as  not  calling  in  question  the  sincerity  of 
those  gentlemen  who  declared  that,  in  this  mea- 
sure, would  be  found  a  relief  for  the  depressed 
ftate  of  the  country,  and  the  means  of  promoting 
its  present  prosperity,  but  he  wished  the  Commit- 
tee to  believe  him  equally  sincere  in  expressing  his 
deliberate  conviction  that  this  measure  will  check 


the  growth,  if  it  does  not  utterly  destroy  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country;   that  it  is  calculated  to 
change  the  character  of  our  institutions ;  to  drive 
thousands  of  our  fellow-citizens  from  the  business 
and  pursuits  for  which  they  were  educated,  and 
in  which  they  have  hitherto  found  wealth  and 
happiness;  to  build  up  large  fortunes  among  a 
favored  class  at  the  expense  of  the  people,  and  on 
the  ruins  of  the  commercial  and  agricultural  in- 
terests of  this  Union ;  to  substitute  the  miserable 
population  of  manufacturing  towns  for  our  hardy 
race  of  husbandmen  and  sailors,  to  whom  we  owe 
our  liberties,  our  safety,  and  our  national  glory ; 
to  plunge  this  country  into  all  the  corruption  and 
immorality  which  are  the  never-failing  conse- 
quences of  a  prohibitory  system  of  duties ;  and, 
by  depriving  Government  of  the  revenue  now  de- 
rived from  duties  on  imports,  to  compel  it  to  resort 
to  internal  taxation  and  excise,  which,  however 
lightly  gentlemen  may  treat  them',  are  most  odious 
to  a  free  people.    But,  sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  evil  to 
be  dreaded,  above  all  others,  from  the  adoption  of 
this  measure,  is  the  hostile  feelings  it  will  create 
between  the  different  interests  in  various  parts  ot 
this  Union,  and  the  combinations  that  will  be 
formed,  in  the  agricultural  States  of  the  South, 
to  protect  themselves  against  its  destructive  effects. 
The  agricultural  States  of  the  South,  said  Mr.  P., 
are  devotedly  attached  to  the  Union;  and  even 
this  measure,  harsh  and  unjust  as  it  is,  and  vio- 
lating, as  it  does,  the  spirit  of  the  compact,  cannot 
drive  them  from  it.    They  have  proved  their  at- 
tachment to  the  Federal  Government,  not  only  by 
submitting  to  sacrifices  without  a  murmur,  but  by- 
courting  them  whenever  they  believed  the  good  of 
the  whole  required  sacrifices  at  their  hands.  They 
have  never  murmured  at  any  revision  of  the  tariff 
for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  however  hard  and 
exclusively  it  bore  upon  their  interests ;  but  this 
attempt  to  encourage  one  branch  of  industry  at 
the  expense  of  all  others ;  to  protect  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  country,  by  sacrificing  to  them  the 
navigation,  the  commerce,  and  the  agriculture  of 
the  country,  they  will  resist,  by  every  Constitu- 
tional means  in  their  power  to  adop^  and  they 
will  resist  it  successfully ;  for  they  will  be  aided 
by  the  interest  of  a  vast  majority  of  the  people  of 
this  country — interests  which  will  be  deeply  af- 
fected by  a  very  short  trial  of  what  may  be  truly 
called  a  foreign  policy — for  it  has  nothing  Amer- 
ican in  it. 

The  people  of  the  West  will  soon  discover  that 
they  cannot  enter  into  successful  competition  with 
the  Eastern  States  in  the  manufacture  of  the  sim- 
plest articles ;  it  will  require  but  a  brief  trial  to 
convince  them  that  they  cannot  contend  with  a 
people  who  possess  the  advantages  of  capital  and 
a  sound  currency ;  of  superior  skill,  more  steady 
habits  of  industry,  free  labor  and  cheaper,  and 
more  direct  transportation  to  the  markets  of  con- 
sumption. 

Tne  gentlemen  of  the  West  are  deceived  by  the 
market  that  portion  of  the  Union  enjoyed  for  its 
manufactures  during  the  last  war.  They  forset 
that  the  communication  along  the  coast,  at  that 
time,  was  interrupted  by  the  enemy.     In  time  of 
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peace,  when  the  easy  and  cheap  transportation  by  I 
sea  is  open,  they  will  be  undersold,  even  in  the 
simple  article  cff  cotton  bagging,  by  their  more  ac- 
tive competitors.  Perhaps  we  shall  be  told,  by 
the  admirers  of  the  parental  policy  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, that,  as  England  is  protected  against  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  Kentucky  ought  to  be  protected 
a^inst  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  This 
might  give  that  State  a  market  for  its  manufac- 
tures-T-nothing  else  can.  As  this  cannot  be  done, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Western  States  will  feel 
only  the  evils  of  this  English  policy,  they  will  be 
deprived  of  the  advantaseous  market  tney  now 
enjoy  in  the  South ;  for,  if  we  are  cut  off  from  our 
intercourse  with  Europe,  as  there  is  good  reason 
to  believe  we  shall  be  by  the  operations  of  this 
law.  we  shall  no  longer  be  able  to  purchase  the 
produce  of  the  West;  we  shall  not  have  where- 
with to  pay  for  it;  we  shall  be  compelled  to  adopt 
the  last  of  the  "alternatives"  so  kindly  presented 
to  us  by  the  honorable  Speaker — we  must  raise 
and  manufacture  every  article  we  require,  or  we 
must  starve.  And  when,  besides  this  certain  loss, 
the  people  of  the  West  have  to  contribute  to  the 
support  of  Government,  not  as  at  present,  indi- 
rectly, by  imposts  on  articles  which  they  may  con- 
sume or  not,  as  they  think  proper,  but  by  direct 
taxes,  and  by  an  oppressive  excise,  they  will  be- 
come as  eager  and  as  clamorous  for  the  repeal  of 
this  law  as  they  now  are  for  its  passage. 

The  people  of  the  Eastern  States,  after  being 
compelled  to  abandon  the  pursuits  of  their  early 
life ;  after  being  driven  from  the  employments  af- 
forded by  navigation  and  commerce,  and  from  the 
manufacture  of  ships  to  that  of  woollen  and  cotton 
cloths,  will  find  that  the  same  act  leaves  them 
without  a  market  at  home  or  abroad  for  this  pro- 
duct of  their  industry.  The  general  poverty  to 
which  the  agricultural  States  of  the  South  will  be 
reduced  by  the  operation  of  this  law,  will  deprive 
the  manufacturers  of  their  b^t  market  at  home; 
and  advantageous  treaties  between  the  manufac- 
turing nations  of  Europe  and  the  cotton-growing 
countries  south  of  us,  will  deprive  them  of  their 
only  foreign  market.  In  our  political  combina- 
tions we  ought  always  to  infer,  that  nations  will 
Jursue  that  policy  which  their  interest  dictates, 
f  we  refuse  to  take  the  manufacture  of  Great 
Britain,  it  will  become  the  interest  of  that  nation 
to  foster  those  States  that  will  do  so.  The  free 
Governments  of  South  America,  south  of  us,  al- 
ready manifest  a  preference  in  favor  of  that  great 
commercial  and  manufacturing  nation,  and  we 
are  about  to  furnish  them  both  with  still  farther 
inducements  to  unite  more  intimately,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  our  raw  material  on  the  one  hand,  and 
of  our  manufactures  on  the  other.  The  inevitable 
conseauence  of  such  a  system  will  induce  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Eastern  States  to  unite  their  el^rts 
more  strenuously  than  ever  to  those  of  the  people 
of  the  South,  to  restore  that  order  of  things  under 
which  they  have  enjoyed  unexampled  prosperity, 
and  will  be  content  to  lose  one-half  of  their  capi- 
tal to  effect  the  change.  It  is  well  known  to 
every  gentleman  on  this  floor,  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  capital  of  the  manufacturer  is 


fixed  capital,  buildings  and  machinery ;  and  if, 
after  this  dangerous  experiment,  a  reaction  should 
ensue,  as  it  certainly  must,  there  is  no  calculatiDg 
the  amount  of  capital  that  will  be  lost  to  the  na- 
tion.    One  of  the  most  serious  obstacles  to  the 
creation  of  manufactures  by  legislative  prorisioo, 
in  a  Gbvernment  like  ours,  consists  in  the  uocer- 
tainty  of  the  duration  of  such  unequal  laws.  This 
consideration  ought  to  deter  us  from  adoptiog  this 
measure,  even  if  it  were  as  politic  as  it  is  really 
unjust,  arbitrary,  and  ruinous.   It  is  difficult,  like 
wise,  to  calculate  the  amount  of  capital  that  will 
be  sunk  in  trying  this  scheme.     Capital  nerer 
changes  its  course  suddenly  and  violently  without 
great  losses.     They  will  be  experienced  on  all 
property  now  employed  in  navigation  and  com- 
merce, on  ships,  docks,  magazines,  warehouses, 
and  lands,  and  houses  in  our  seaport  towns.  Aod 
for  what  are  we  called  upon  to  hazard  this  costlj 
experiment?    To  protect  and  foster  themaoofae- 
tures  of  the  country.   They  do  not  need  it.  They 
have  grown  up  rapidly  and  steadily  with  the  pro- 
tection they  now  enjoy.     Capital  has  been  grad- 
ually withdrawn  from  commerce  and  agriculture, 
and  has  been  invested  in  manufactures  as  a  more 
profitable  employment  for  it.    They  are  not  only 
able  to  meet  the  foreign  article  in  the  home  market, 
but  are  brought  into  successful  competition  with 
foreign  fabrics  abroad.    From  the  advantage  now 
enjoyed  by  our  manufactures,  of  having  the  best 
cotton  in  the  world  at  their  own  doors,  their  fab> 
rics  are  of  superior  quality  to  the  same  descriptioa 
iOf  goods  manufactured  m  Europe,  and  are  pre- 
ferred by  the  Americans  of  the  South.    The  cop- 
sumption  of  our  manufactures  is  already  great  in 
Buenos  Ayres  and  Peru,  in  the  Brazils  and  in 
Mexico,  and  whenever  our  interests  shall  be  prop- 
erly attended  to  in  those  countries  that  consuinp- 
tion  will  be  increased,  unless,  indeed,  the  policy 
we  are  about  to  pursue  deprive  us  of  those  mar- 
kets.   If  we  refuse  to  take  the  wool  and  ullowof 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  hemp  of  Chili,  must  we 
not  expect  countervailing  r^ulations  on  their 
part  ?    It  is  ridiculous  to  compare  the  complaiofs 
of  the  manufacturers  with  the  provisions  o(  this 
bill.     One  of  their  memorials  sets  forth— ;"  That 
'  they  are  unable  to  cope  with  foreign  nations  in 
'  supplying  our  markets  with  woollen  goods.  Their 
'  machinery  is  more  perfect,  the  wages  of  labor 
'  are  less,  and  wool  is  more  abundant  and  cheaper." 
And  we  propose  by  this  tariff,  (if  we  credit  its  ad- 
vocates,) while  we  find  employment  for  half  t 
million  of  the  idlers  of  the  land,  who  exist  only  i> 
the  imagination  of  gentlemen,  to  ati|ment  the 
waffes  of  labor,  and  to  raise  the  price  of  wool,  by 
pronibiting  the  importation  of  the  foreign  article. 
The  defect  of  skill  and  machinery  is  probably  to 
be  provided  against,  by  prohibiting  the  imporu- 
tion  of  the  best  iron  for  casting  the  finer  parts  ot 
machinery.    But  it  is  New  York  that  will  feel 
most  oppressively  the  injurious  effects  of  this  mea- 
sure.   It  is  there  that  its  operation  will  be  most 
ruinous.     That  State,  with  its  sea-^irt  frontier. 
(if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,)  is  essentially 
comroerciaL    Its  prosperity  depends  mainly  upon 
that  of  the  city,  which  must  be  deeply  affected  by 


2241 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2242 


April,  1824. 


The  TaHff  BiU. 


H.  OF  R. 


the  privation  of  the  can7ing  trade  of  the  bulky 
agricaltural  products  of  the  South,  and  by  the 
prohibition  of  foreign  importations,  which  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Manufactures  told, 
us  yesterday  was  the  avowed  object  of  the  bill. 
With  the  decline  of  navigation  and  commerce, 
the  great  advantages  now  derived  from  the  happy 
situation  of  this  seaport  will  be  wrested  from  it; 
the  market  of  New  York  must  fail ;  it  cannot  re- 
main one  of  great  consumption.  Capital  will  de- 
?irt  from  it,  and  be  diverted  into  other  channels, 
here  will  remain  nothing  to  give  in  exchange 
for  the  produce  of  the  interior,  and  it  must  rot 
opoD  the  hands  of  the  farmer.  The  ereat  canal, 
so  jastly  the  pride  of  the  State,  will  become  a 
stagoaot  pool,  choked  with  weeds,  instead  of  bear- 
ing on  its  surface  the  rich  products  of  the  West. 
aod  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  every  soil 
and  of  every  clime.  I  saw,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  sea- 
port towns  of  France  during  the  existence  of  the 
resuictive  system  of  Napoleon.  The  houses  were 
abandoned ;  they  were  worth  little  more  than  the 
dry  trees  of  the  forest.  Grass  grew  upon  the  bor- 
ders of  the  docks  and  in  the  streets.  They  were 
the  abode  of  poverty  and  wretchedness,  and  such 
must  be  the  condition  of  New  York  under  the 
operation  of  this  law.  The  honorable  Speaker 
quoted,  the  other  day.  Napoleon's  account  of  the 
operation  of  his  favorite  prohibitory  system — a 
measure  directed  entirely  to  injure  Great  Britain, 
not  to  benefit  France,  tie  attributed  the  prosper- 
ous and  flourishing  state  of  France  to  the  effects 
of  prohibition.  I,  said  Mr.  P.,  humbly  apprehend 
that  the  prosperity  of  that  country  is  due  to  other 
aod  very  different  causes — to  the  emancipation  of 
that  people  froni  despotism  and  superstition,  to 
the  distribution  of  the  Church  and  Crown  lands 
into  small  farnis,  by  which  means  the  peasantry 
of  France  became  proprietors  of  the  soil,  and  were 
elevated  to  the  ranlc  of  free  and  independent  land- 
holders«  This  change  is  in  itself  sufficient  to  ac- 
count for  the  improved  condition  of  that  country. 
The  state  of  the  seaport  towns  of  France  during 
the  prohibitory  system  of  Napoleon,  was  not  more 
deplorable  than  that  of  the  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments. The  fabrics  of  other  countries  found 
their  way  into  France,  notwithstanding  the  vigi- 
lance of  a  host  of  custom-house  officers.  Their 
price  was  enhanced  to  the  consumer,  the  revenue 
was  defrauded,  but  they  could  be  purchased  in  any 
part  of  France.  It  is  true,  that  the  internal  com- 
merce of  the  cottntrv  was  extensive  and  flourish- 
ing. Bat  what  did  it  arise  from  ?  From  war ! 
That  was  the  oolv  trade  which  flourished  during 
the  reign  of  Napoleon.  The  only  manufacture  in 
ftQcce^fui  operation  was  that  of  arms,  with  the 
exception,  perhaps,  of  that  of  silks,  and  their  pros- 
perity was  due  to  other  causes,  and  principally  to 
the  superior  quality  of  the  raw  material,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country.  Such  was  the  state  of  the 
cotton  manufactures  that  Grovernment  connived, 
aod,  indeed,  still  connives,  at  the  introduction  of 
the  finer  sorts  of  thread  from  England,  without 
which  the  maDofaetores  of  fine  cottons  could  not 
go  on.  They  are  prohibited,  but  if  the  manufac- 
torer  can  smuggle  them  over  the  frontier  he  may 
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us^  them.  I  shall  not  comment  on  this  most  sin- 
gular policy — the  natural  consequences  of  mea- 
sures like  the  one  proposed  by  this  bill.  The  wars 
in  which  France  was  engaged,  were  carried  on  be- 
yond her  own  frontier,  and  at  the  expense  of  ene- 
mies and  allies.  The  beneficial  effects  of  such 
wars  upon  the  internal  commerce  of  the  country 
most  have  been  great.  Clothing  half  a  million 
of  soldiers,  feedinc  them  on  their  peaceful  passage 
to  the  frontier,  the  transportation  of  provisions, 
clothing,  arms,  munitions  of  war,  gave  life  ana 
activity  to  the  interior  of  France — causes  alto- 
gether foreign  to  the  prohibition  of  imports.  Our 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  public  works 
erected  in  France,  as  a  proof  of  the  prosperity  of 
that  country — a  prosperity  arising,  it  is  said,  out 
of  the  prohibitory  system.  What  were  they? 
Magnificent  roads  over  the  Alps  to  open  an  easy 
communication  with  Italy,  in  order  to  keep  those 
States  in  subjection ;  roads  and  canals  for  the 
transportation  of  heavy  ordnance  and  munitions 
of  war  to  the  frontiers ;  monuments  erected  as  tro- 

Shies  of  the  victories  of  the  conqueror  of  Europe, 
[either  such  causes  nor  such  effects  ought  to  be 
subjects  of  admiration  to  the  people  of  this  Re- 
public, much  less,  of  imitation.  The  honorable 
Speaker  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures  account  for  the  prosperity  and  de- 
pression of  nations  by  the  existence  or  absence  of 
a  prohibitory  system  of  duties ;  they  reject  the 
theories  of  speculative  writers  as  too  absurd  to 
require  refutation ;  they  triumphantly  appeal  to 
facts;  they  would  direct  their  footsteps  by  the 
lamp  of  experience.  Let  us,  then,  examine  the 
facts  on  which  they  rely.  Ireland  and  Spain  are 
the  two  countries  of  the  world  where  the  industry 
of  the  inhabitants  is  most  unprotected,  and  are, 
on  that  account,  the  most  miserable  countries  in 
the  world.  That  was,  I  think,  the  proposition  of 
the  honorable  Speaker,  and  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  oi  Manufactures.  The  subject  of 
the  state  of  Ireland  is  now  before  the  British  Par- 
liament, and  it  would  appear  that  both  the  Trea- 
sury benches  and  the  Opposition  are  so  blind  as 
to  attribute  the  depressed  state  of  that  country  to 
the  unequal  distribution  of  property,  to  the  non- 
residence  of  landholders,  to  the  system  of  under- 
letting, so  oppressive  to  the  poor  cultivator,  to 
the  exaction  of  excessive  taxes  and  tithes,  and 
to  the  degraded  state  of  four-fifths  of  the  popu- 
lation, who  are  denied  the  privileges  eujoyed  by 
their  Protestant  countrymen.  Not  one  word  of 
want  of  protection;  nothing  said  of  the  neces- 
sity of  prohibition.  That  oppressed  people  them- 
selves would  be  not  a  little  astonished,  if  told, 
that  the  remedy  for  all  they  suffer  was  so  simple. 
Parliament  had  only  to  extend  the  "sweets  of 
prohibition"  to  Ireland,  to  render  the  people  pros- 
perous, and  to  make  the  land  flourish  like  a  gar- 
den. It  is  surprising  that  so  simple  a  remedy  never 
occurred  to  her  patriot  statesmen — to  Curran, 
Grattan,  Hamilton,  Rowan,  Tone,  or  Emmett. 
But  I  cannot  discover  any  essential  difference,  in 
this  respect,  between  England  and  Ireland.  What 
difference  there  is,  is  in  favor  of  the  latter.  The 
linen  manufacture,  the  most  important  in  that 
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country,  is  not  only  protected  from  foreign  compe- 
tition, DQt  enjoys  a  bounty  on  its  exportation,  by 
an  agreement  between  the  two  countries  when 
they  were  united,  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  is  exacted 
upon  the  manufactures  of  each  country,  when  im- 
ported into  the  other.  These  union  duties,  as 
they  were  called,  were  intended  to  favor  Ireland, 
ana  the  duty  on  the  raw  materials  of  manufactures 
is  somewhat  less  when  imported  into  Ireland, 
than  when  imported  into  England.  The  Irish 
manufacturers  nave  lately  prayed  for  a  repeal  of 
the  union  duties.  They  say  nothing  of  the  pro- 
priety of  further  protection  from  foreigners.  They 
are  now  able  to  enter  into  compNCtition  with  the 
English  manufacturer,  and  desire  to  have  the 
markets  of  England  and  Ireland  open  to  the  rival 
industry  of  the  manufacturers  of  both  countries. 

What  is  the  fact  with  respect  to  Spain  ?    The 
depression  of  that  country  was  very  satisfactorily 
accounted  for  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia ; 
but,  Mr.  Speaker  denies  that  the  causes  assigned 
by  that  gentleman  have  had  any  effect,  and  attri- 
butes the  decline  of  Spain  altogether  to  the  want 
of  protection.    All  the  writers  on  Spain  attribute 
the  depressed  state  of  that  country  to  the  meata^ 
the  free  transit  of  immense  flocks  of  sheep  from 
the  plains  to  the  mountains  and  back,  reeding 
freely  and  destroying  the  timber  enclosures  of  the 
land  in  their  passage;  to  the  large  amount  of  pro- 
perty in  mortmain,  to  exactions  of  oppressive 
taxes  and  of  titles,  and  to  the  abuse  of  tne  power 
of  the  Church.    Jovellanos,  with  the  fear  of  the 
Inquisition  before  him,  accounts  in  this  manner 
for  the  decline  of  every  branch  of  industry.    I 
will  not  trouble  the  Committee  by  reading  any 
part  of  this  report,  but  will  refer  them  to  the 
fourth  volume  of  "Laborde's  view  of  Spain," 
where  they  will  find  a  bad  translation  of  that  elo- 
quent work.    And,  sir,  is  it  not  true  that  the 
abuses  of  the  Catholic  Church  have  produced  a 
powerful  effect  both  upon  the  liberties  and  the 
prosperity  of  Spain  ?    I  speak  only  of  its  abuse. 
As  It  exists  in  tnis  country,  I  feel  for  that  religion 
the  greatest  respect — freed  from  its  superstition 
and  abuste,  I  join  the  honorable  Speaker  in  all 
his  admiration  of  its  principles.    But,  sir,  the 

Eower  and  influence  of  the  Church  in  £uro|^  has 
een  abused  to  the  destruction  of  the  prosperity  of 
many  countries  under  its  dominion. 

Tne  Speaker  says  it  is  not  so,  and  calls  upon  us 
to  look  at  France — France  is  not  now  under  the 
dominion  of  superstition;  and  compare  its  present 
state  with  what  it  was  before  the  Revolution. 
Look,  said  that  gentleman,  at  the  States  of  Ger- 
many, and  to  the  difference  between  the  Catholic 
and  Frotestant  States  of  Germany.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  may  confidently  appeal  for 
the  truth  of  what  he  advanced.  Look,  said  Mr. 
Speaker,  at  Switzerland.  Well,  sir,  look  at  Swit- 
zerland— pass  from  the  Catholic  to  the  Protestant 
cantons — pass  from  Luzerne  to  Zurich,  and  the 
distinction  is  not  more  obvious ;  the  line  is  not 
more  strongly  marked,  that  separates  the  desert  of 
Atacama  from  the  ferule  plains  of  Chili.  But, 
there  are  other  causes  which  operate  in  Spain,  to 
depress  the  industry  of  the  people,  and  destroy 


their  prosperity ;  and,  as  the  state  of  this  country 
has  been  so  strongly  urged  by  the  advocates  of 
this  measure,  as  a  proof  of  their  theory,  the  Com- 
mittee will  pardon  me  for  dwelling  upon  them. 
Labor de  say«  that — 

**  The  country  contaiiis  100,000  pfnons,  ezistiDf  as 
imugglcn,  robbers,  piratM,  and  aiMMios,  escaped 
from  prisons  and  garrisons ;  about  thirty  or  forty  tbos- 
sand  appointed  to  guard  the  public  from  these  depre- 
dators, and  often  having  an  undctstanding  with  them ; 
260,000  servants,  according  to  the  enumeration  of 
1788:  60,000  studenU;  100,000 beggars, fed  by  60,000 
monks ;  600,000  persons  who  are  of  no  use  to  the  me- 
chanic arts." 

But  the  number  of  those  that  live  upon  the  fruits 
of  the  earth,  without  adding  to  them  by  produc- 
tive labor,  of  the  "fruffea  cansumere  not*,"  is  moch 
greater.  Spain  contained  10,143,965  po'sons.  Sub- 
tract women,  children,  and  old  and  infirm  men, 
five-eighths  at  least  of  the  population,  leaving 
3,803,961  men. 

Of  thb  number,  the  secular  and  regular  cletgy, 

125,000 


were 
The  land  forces 
Seamen  and  marines 
Nobility     - 
Students    - 
Councillors 
Scriveners 
Domestics  - 


-  149,9o6 
10L379 

-  .     -        -       478,716 

47,312 
5,673 
9,361 

-  276,090 
Persons  employed  in  collecting  taxes  -        27,^2 

Total  -  .  -  -  1^1,799 
Leaving  only  2,582,592  employed  in  productive 
industry.  Among  the  many  complicated  and  op* 
pressive  taxes  on  industry,  a  tax  was  levied  m 
some  of  the  provinces,  on  the  wages  of  labor.  In 
Catalonia,  it  amounted  to  84  per  cent,  upon  the 
earnings,  which  were  calculated  upon  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  da^rs  of  labor;  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  days  bein^  supposed  to  be  consumed 
by  Sabbaths  and  festivals  of  the  church.  Look 
at  the  difference  between  the  Alcabala  and  other 
provincial  dtttie8>on  articles  of  home  produce,  and 
manufactured  in  Spain,  and  on  those  imported. 
The  first  paid  only  two  per  cent.,  the  secoad  fif- 
teen ;  and,  as  this  duty  was  paid  as  often  as  the 
article  was  sold,  the  foreign  article  nerer  paid  less 
than  30  per  cent,  besides  other  duties ;  for,  it  first 
paid  the  Alcabala,  when  placed  in  the  warehouse 
of  the  merchant,  and  again  when  sold  at  retail; 
very  often,  indeed,  45  per  cent,  was  paid  in  this 
way  alone,  on  goods  brought  from  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  so  that  the  Spaniards  enjoyed  the  ^  sweets'* 
of  protection,  if  not  of  prohibition.  On  this  sub- 
ject, Laborde  has  the  following  passa^: 

**The  provineisl  taxes  include  a  variety  of  articles. 
These  are  levied  upon  all  kinds  of  produce  of  the  soil, 
and  every  brsnch  of  agriculture,  trade,  msnuftctore. 
wheat,  and  other  grain,  oil,  wine,  fruits,  poise,  vege- 
Ubles,  animals  of  all  kinds,  and  beasts  of  every  de- 
scription; upon  all  merchandise  maaulscinrBd  in 
Spain,  as  oAen  as  it  is  sold ;  upon  sil  foreiga  goods, 
the  same,  after  having  been  subject  to  the  import  dn- 
ties ;  and  these  taxes  must  be  paid  every  time  the  sr« 
tides  are  bought  or  exchanged. 
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**The  husbandman,  the  proprietor,  or  farmer,  can- 
Dot  sell  or  exchange  the  produce  of  the  soil,  the  in- 
crease of  his  flocks,  his  poultry  yard,  stud,  or  kennel, 
Dor  the  manufacturer  the  goods  in  his  factory,  nor  the 
merchant  those  he  haj  in  his  warehouses,  without,  at 
every  sale  and  resale,  paying  this  duty.  No  indirid- 
QtJ  esa  sell  hie  horse,  ass,  Ar  pig,  without  being 
e<2otDy  liable.  No  person  can  kili  a  calf,  sheep,  or 
loBb,  firom  his  own  stock,  without  having  previously 
msde  a  solemn  declarstion  that  the  animal  is  bona 
fde  one  of  his  own  herd  or  flock,  and  that  he  kills  it 
fflsrely  far  the  use  of  his  own  family. 

"This  doty  is  fixed  at  the  rate  of  two  per  cent,  ad 
Talorem,  for  the  home  produce  and  articles  maunfac- 
tared  in  Spain ;  but  fifteen  per  cent,  for  that  brought 
torn  ibreign  countries.  It  is  paid  every  time  the 
goods  change  their  owners;  and  instances  have  oc- 
carred  where  they  have  paid  it  ten,  twelve,  and  fif- 
teen times  before  they  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
consumer.  Numerous  substances  pay  many  times 
when  they  are  converted  into  different  forms:  as 
grease,  three  timee— -first,  when  purchased  with  the 
animal  which  produces  it;  afterwards,  as  tallow ;  and 
thirdly,  when  made  into  candles ;  oxen,  calves,  sheep, 
lambs,  and  pigs*  twice — first,  when  purchased  by  the 
head ;  and,  secondly,  when  the  carcase  is  sold  retail ; 
the  fijit  three  pay  it  a  third  time,  upon  the  skins  when 
Pressed ;  grapes  pay  it  three  times,  as,  first,  when 
coBTcrted  inlo  wine,  and  again  when  made  into  vine- 
gar ;  oil  tluree  times  ;  first,  as  oil,  second  in  soap,  and 
lastly  when  changed  into  paint ;  wool  and  silk  pay 
twice ;  first,  in  the  raw  material ;  and,  secondly,  wlien 
converted  into  cloths  and  stuffs. 

"  Thai  doty  i»  one  grand  obstacle  to  agricultural 
impTovemeata,  because  chiefly  falling  upon  articles  of 
prime  necessity,  and  of  ordinary  and  most  extensive 
ooosumption.  It  principally  oppresses  those  persons 
who,  from  their  scanty  means  of  subsistence,  are 
obliged  to  purchase  from  a  fourth  or  a  fifth  hand,  and 
who,  consequently,  pay  this  duty  an  equal  number  of 
times  oTer,  while  the  rich,  who  can  buy  by  the  whole- 
ale,  and  of  the  first  supplier  of  the  market,  jiay  it  only 
once." 


»» 


Speakiog  of  the  state  of  the  manafactures  in 
Spain,  Laborde  says : 

"  The  vary  high  price  at  which  goods  manufactured 
ia  8pain,  sell,  arises  from  a  combination  of  causes. 
The  dearnesa  of  provisions,  the  g^eat  expense  of  man- 
aal  labor,  the  few  hours  workmen  labor  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  the  aumber  of  holidays,  in  which  none  or 
very  litUe  work  ia  performed,  the  difficulty  and  high 
rate  of  conveyance  of  articles  used  in  the  manufac- 
tories, ftom  want  of  canals,  navigable  rivers,  good 
roads,  and  eoDvenient  carriages ;  and  the  duties  im- 
posed, not  only  upon  the  raw,  but  also  upon  the  man- 
ofoctored  srticle,  the  constant  restraint  resulting  from 
fiscal  obligation,  the  domiciliary  visits,  the  difiiculties 
eontinual^  arising  from  persons  employed  in  collect- 
ing the  customs,  are  all  so  many  obstacles  which  hin- 
der the  sale  of  national  manufactures,  and  conse- 
quently impede  the  progress  of  national  prosperity.'* 

The  prosperous  state  of  Great  Britain  is  due, 
say  gentlemen,  entirely  to  the  protection  afforded 
toits  commerce  and  manufactures,  to  its  restric- 
tive and  prohibitory  systems.  The  first  was  in- 
te^ded  to  foster  the  navigation'  of  the  cpnntry, 
and  was  considered,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
as  hostile  to  commerce.    I  will  not  detain  the 


Committee  by  reading  extracts  from  the  work  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  "  Reeves  on  Shipping."  From 
that  work^  it  appears  that  all  the  acts  on  this  sub* 
ject  were  intended  to  protect  navigation.  They 
were  at  first  entitled  '^  acts  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  Navy ; "  and  afterwards,  ^'acts  for  the  en- 
couraging and  increasing  shipping  and  naviga^ 
tion ; "  and,  in  the  history  of  tnese  acts,  it  will  be 
seen,  that  a  constant  struggle  was  maintained  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  merchants. 

On  the  part  of  the  Government  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, this  was  certainly  a  wise  policy  at  the  time 
it  was  adopted.  Surrounded  as  that  nation  was, 
by  great  maritime  Powers,  it  was  essential  to 
create  a  navy,  and  the  immediate  interests  of 
commerce  were  sacrificed  to  that  paramount  con- 
sideration. By  steadily  pursuing  this  policy,  they 
became  masters  of  the  seas,  and  masters  of  the 
commerce  of  the  world.  But,  for  a  long  period, 
they  continued  to  export  little  else  than  the  pro- 
duce of  the  soil.  After  being  engaged  for  a  ^long- 
series  of  years  in  successful  and  lucrative  trade,  a 
vast  amount  of  capital  was  accumulated,  and  a- 
part  of  it  was  naturally  directed  to  manufactures.- 
Their  establishment  was  favored,  too,  by  the  ar- 
rival of  the  refugees  from  France,  who  were 
driven  from  their  country  by  the  edict  of  Nantz, 
to  seek  an  asylum  in  England.  The  svstem  of. 
protecting  duties  grew  up  slowly,  and  always  in 
consequence  of  excessive  taxation  and  excise  up- 
on every  article  of  life.  The  corn  laws  which 
we  complain  of,  originated  in  the  necessity  of 
})rotecting  the  agriculturist  in  England,  who  pays 
tithes,  land  tax,  and  poor  rates,  from  the  farmer 
of  other  countries,  who  pays  none  of  those  taxes, 
or  where  they  are  moderate,  and  who  could, 
therefore,  undersell  him  in  the  home  market  It 
is  a  tax  levied  upon  tlie  whole  community,  so  as 
to  equalize  the  burden  of  general  taxation,  which 
would  otherwise  overwhelm  the  English  cultira- 
tor.  Such  a  regulation  here  would  be  an  odious 
imposition  upon  the  people  for  the  benefit  of  one 
class.  So  far  is  the  prosperity  of  the  manufac- 
tures in  that  country  from  being  due  to  protecting 
duties,  that  Lowe,  in  the  work  so  rrcqueaily- 
quoted  by  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side,  says, 
expressly,  <'  that,  of  123,000.000,  the  total  ?alue  of 
'  British  manufactures,  80,600,000  consist  of  the 
^  three  great  articles,  cotton,  woollen,  and  hardware, 
'  none  of  which  receive  protection  from  custom 
<  duties."  <<  What,"  he  asks,  <<  was  the  real  motive 
'  on  the  part  of  Government  for  these  multifarious 
^  regulations — this  long  list  of  duties,  drawbacks, 
*  and  bounties?  Not  to  confer  on  any  of  the  par- 
'  ties,  whether  agriculturists  or  manufacturers,  an 
^  absolute  advantage,  but  to  reconcile  them  to  the 
^  taxes  imposed  on  the  respective  articles  of  their 
'  produce."  Great  Britain  has  been  compelled, 
from  frequent  and  expensive  wars,  to  resort  to  an 
oppressive  system  of  taxation,  and  to  lay  an  ex- 
cise on  every  manufactured  article.  To  encourage 
her  navigation,  and  to  enable  the  English  manu- 
factures to  meet  the  foreign  fabrics  in  foreign 
markets,  drawbacks  are  granted,  and,  without 
that  provision,  English  goods  could  not  be  ex- 
portea  or  sold  on  any  thing  like  equal  terms  with 
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those  produced  bf  the  same  measure  in  other 
countries  where  no  excise  exists.  Such  a  system 
would  be  unjust  here ;  it  would  be  a  tax  upon  the 
people  for  the  benefit  of  a  single  class ;  as  for 
many  articles  of  English  fabric,  an  Englishman 
pays  more  at  home  than  we  do  nere.  ft  is  true 
that  Great  Britain  does  present  a  magnificent 
spectacle  of  increasing  national  prosperity  and 
greatness ;  but  gentlemen  have  not  attnbuted  this 
to  its  true  causes — the  yast  accumulation  of  capi- 
tal, superior  mechanical  skill,  persevering  indus- 
try, and  minute  division  of  labor.  They  have 
ascribed  it  altogether  to  the  defects  of  the  regula- 
tions of  that  country,  for  such  they  are  acknow- 
ledged to  be  by  all  their  writers,  and  all  their  en- 
lightened statesmen.*  There  is  another  cause 
which  has  great  weight :  it  is  the  existence  of  a 
■otind  national  currency.  Even  the  Opposition  in 
England  attribute  the  present  highly  prosperous 
state  of  the  country  mainly  to  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments.  But,  sir,  let  us  look  at  the  state 
of  individual  happiness,  and  at  the  prosperity  of 
the  people  of  that  country,  as  compared  with  our 
own.  1  heard,  with  the  utmost  surprise,  an  as- 
sertion that  they  were  better  fed,  ana  better 
clothed,  and  enjoyed  more  comforts,  than  the 
people  of  this  country.  It  has  been  my  lot,  said 
Mr.  P.,  from  inheriting  a  feeble  constitution,  to  be 
compelled  to  travel  much.  I  have  been  frequently 
in  England,  and,  in  returning  to  my  native  coun- 
try, I  have  remarked,  with  pride  and  delight,  the 
superior  condition  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States — superior  to  that  of  every  other  people  on 
the  face  of  the  earth  that  I  have  ever  seen.  For 
the  truth  of  this,  let  us  look  at  the  facts.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  people  of  England,  about  three- 
fifths,  are  manufacturers,  I  mean  artisans,  work- 
men, and  laborers,  in  manufactories;  for  the  capi- 
talists who  own  them  are  too  inconsiderable  in 
'  numbers  to  be  counted,  although  we  seem  to  re- 
gard them  as  the  only  part  of  the  community 
worthy  to  be  encduraged.  These  men  toil  through 
life  on  a  small  stipend,  barely  suflScient  to  enable 
them  to  rear  up  a  lamiiy,  to  become  themselves  la- 
borers at  a  very  tender  age.  This  is  all  they  ever 
aspire  to.  Owing  to  this  circumstance,  the  poor 
laws  have  become  a  part  of  the  manufacturing 
system,  flf  the  laborer  is  thrown  out  of  employe 
ment,  by  accident,  disease,  or  the  invention  of  a 


•  a  por  some  years  past,  there  certainly  has  pre- 
vailed, in  thia  country,  among  iu  ablest  atateamen  and 
most  eminent  writera,  I  ahoold  say,  indeed,  among  all 
men  of  sense  and  reflection,  a  decided  conviction, 
that  the  maintenance  of  thia  prohibitory  aystem  is  ex- 
ceedingly impolitic" — Speech  of  the  Chaneeiiar  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  financial  state  of  Great  Britain. 

t  At  a  late  meeting  in  England,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  atate  of  prison  discipline  in  that  coun- 
try, it  was  objected,  that  convicted  felons  received  a 
larger  share  of  meat,  vegetables,  and  bread,  per  day, 
than  could  be  procured  by  an  agricultural  laborer. 
The  reply  was,  that  the  agricultural  laborer  could, 
from  the  poors'  rates,  obtain  that  supply  which  bis  own 
wagea  were  inadequate  to  procure : — A  state  of  things 
the  American  farmer  is  called  upon  to  envy ! 


new  labor-saving  machine,  he  must  be  relieved  by 
the  parish  or  starve.  Such  is  the  division  and 
perfection  of  labor  in  that  country,  that  a  man 
thrown  out  of  employment  from  his  place  being 
usurped  by  another  nuu^ine,  cannot,  in  many  years, 
hope  to  earn  his  livelihood  in  any  other  manner. 
The  only  advocates  of  the  poor  laws  in  England, 
and  I  never  expected,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  have  heard 
any  one  here  praise  such  a  system,  contend  thai 
they  have  become  necessary,  in  order  to  provide 
for  laborers,  and  to  equalize  taxes.  That  is  to  say, 
to  tax  the  landed  interest  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  laborer  and  artisan  in  sickness,  in  want  of 
employment,  or  when  the  proprietor  finds  it  con- 
venient to  lower  their  wages  below  their  actual 
necessities.  The  workmen  whose  condition  is 
represented  to  be  so  happy,  cannot  insist  upon  an 
advance  of  wages,  let  the  profits  of  the  manufac- 
turer be  what  they  may.  The  wages  of  labor 
bear  an  exact  proportion  to  the  price  of  prorislons, 
and,  so  far  is  the  laborer  from  having  it  in  his 
power  to  accumulate  anv  thing,  that,  if  his  labors 
are  accidentally  suspended,  he  must  be  relieved 
by  the  parish.  The  workman  passes  in  this  man- 
ner through  life,  hopeless  of  ever  bettering  his 
condition;  this  is  the  case* with  all  the  lowei 
classes  in  England.  The  servant  who  puts  on  a 
livery  is  content  to  die  with  it  on  his  back.  This 
makes  excellent  artisans  and  good  servants ;  bot 
we  ought  not  to  seek  to  reduce  our  fellow-citizens 
to  such  a  state. 

I  will  not  refer  to  Colquhoun's  statements  to 
prove  the  number  of  beggars  aod  disorderly  per- 
sons there  are  in  England ;  that  is  now  considered 
of  very  doubtful  authority.  But  I  #ill  refer  gen- 
tlemen to  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  on  the  state  of  mendicity  in  Eng- 
land. Gk>d  forbid  that  the  assertion  made  on  this 
floor  that  there  are  as  many,  if  not  more,  beggars 
in  our  towns,  should  be  true.  The  number  of 
poor  supported  by  the  poor  rates  in  England  and 
Wales  amounts  to  one  million,  one-tweiftb  of  the 
population,  at  an  annual  expense  of  6)000,0002. 
sterling,  more  than  $26,500,000.  So  much  for  the 
people  whose  lot  we,  in  the  United  States,  are 
called  upon  to  envy! 

The  eflfect  of  these  regulations,  which  may  be 
traced  all  to  a  system  like  the  one  proposed  by  the 
bill  upon  your  table,  upon  the  middle  class  of 
landholders,  has  been  most  oppressive.  Thou- 
sands have  abandoned  their  farms,  and  gone  inio 
voluntary  banishment,  to  avoid  the  pressure  of 
taxation,  tithes,  and  poor  rates.  They  mar  be 
seen  in  thousands,  settled  in  France,  in  the  Neth- 
erlands, and  in  Italy,  living  where  the  necessaries 
of  life  are  within  the  reach  of  men  of  moderate 
fortunes. 

The  laws  and  regulations  which  the  advocates 
of  this  bill  think  have  been  productive  of  the  great- 
ness and  prosperity  of  England,  and  which  they 
believe  that  we  have  only  to  adopt,  in  order  to 
arrive  at  the  same  result,  if  they  have  had  any 
eflect,  have  produced  the  extremes  of  wealth  and 
poverty — a  state  of  society  we  ought  carefully  to 
avoid,  if  we  value  our  republican  institutions,  and 
desire  to  preserve  them. 
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Look,  too,  at  the  force  constantly  kept  on  foot 
to  suppress  smuggling,  where  such  a  system  as 
the  oDe  proposed  exists.  In  Great  Britain,  besides 
a  host  of  custom-house  officers,  there  is  an  army 
employed  in  what  is  termed  tiie  preventive  ser- 
Tice. 

In  France,  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  men  are 
kept  in  constant  employment  to  guard  the  cus- 
toms from  fraud.  In  Spain,  Lt  requires  twenty- 
seTCD  thousand  men  to  collect  the  taxes;  yet,  not- 
withstanding those  armies  of  custom-house  officers, 
smuggling  is  carried  on  so  extensively  that  a  small 
premium  will  insure  the  transit  of  prohibited  arti- 
cles between  England  and  France.  From  the 
Netherlands  to  Paris  costly  articles  are  smuggled 
at  a  premium  of  less  than  one-half  per  cent.'^ 
Our  customs  are  now  guarded  by  public  opinion  ; 
destroy  that — let  it  no  longer  be  considered  infa- 
mous to  violate  our  revenue  laws,  and  the  whole 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  ten  times  our  pre- 
sent land  force,  will  not  prevent  smuggling.  In 
the  States  of  Europe,  the  existence  of  these  armies 
of  officers  adds  to  the  strength  of  Government, 
They  are  more  dependent  upon,  and  more  devoted 
to,  the  authority  that  employs  them,  than  any 
other  descri[)tion  of*  force — we  ought  to  be  ex- 
tremely cautious  how  we  place  such  means  at  the 
disposal  of  our  Treasury  to  enforce  this  prohibi- 
tory system ;  and  on  a  coast  like  ours,  no  maritime 
force  this  Grovernment  can  afford  to  keep  up,  will 
prevent  smuggling. 

The  example  of  Russia  is  cited;  Rus5ia,  say 
gentiemen,  tried  a  free  and  unrestrained  trade, 
which  occasioned  her  ruin,  and  has  wisely  resolvea 
to  abandon  it.  The  distresses  of  that  country  are 
to  be  attributed  to  anv  other  cause — to  the  main- 
tenance of  nearly  a  million  of  soldiers — to  the  civil 
institutions  of  the  country,  and,  principally,  to  the 
excessive  issue  of  paper  money.  During  the  long 
wars  with  France,  Russia,  in  order  to  subsist  her 
armies  abroad,  was  compelled  to  send  almost  all 
the  specie  out  of  the  country,  and  to  replace  it  bv 
paper  money,  which  has  now  depreciated  so  mucn 
that  a  ruble  is  not  worth  more  than  one-third  of 
iti  original  value.  We  can  draw  no  lessons  from 
the  experience  of  Russia.  This  country  is  totally 
dissimilar.  But,  if  their  experience  does  apply  at 
all  to  \is.  it  is  all  against  the  conclusions  of  the 
honorable  Speaker.  The  restrictive  system  was 
tried  by  the  ESmperor  Paul;  and  Russia  was  not 
only  greatly  impoverished  at  the  time,  but  lost  mar- 
kets for  her  produce,  which  she  has  never  regained. 
The  Emperor  Alexander,  after  the  peace  of  Tilsit, 
attempted  to  carry  into  effect  the  prohibitory  sys- 


*  Mr.  Haskiason,  in  his  speech  on  the  ailk  trade, 
repeatedly  ctotes,  and  qnotei  evidence  to  prove,  that, 
Aoiwithstanding  the  prohibition,  French  silki  are  in- 
trodoeed  into  Cogland  for  a  premium  of  ten  per  cent.; 
one  of  the  witnesse*  *ay8 :  **  When  I  was  at  Paris, 
they  had  no  idea  I  wu  a  manufacturer,  and  they 
offered  me,  for  an  insurance  at  ten  per  cent  to  send 
me  any  quantity  of  manufactured  silks  I  chose  to  se- 
lect, to  any  part  of  London  I  pleaned,  notwithstanding 
their  liability  to  be  aetzed  as  French  wherever  they 
were  found." 


tem  of  Napoleon ;  but  even  he  was  compelled  to 
yield  to  the  will  of  his  people.  They  bore,  with- 
out murmuring,  every  burden  but  that.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  relaxation  of  thatsvstem  led  to  the 
war  between  Russia  and  France,  wnich  terminated 
in  the  overthrow  of  Napoleon.  The  "enlightened 
Minister"  of  Russia  will  find  himself  as  much 
mistaken  as  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  in  his  at- 
tempt to  restore  Russia  to  prosperity,  by  adopting 
a  prohibitory  svstem  of  duties.  The  remedy  must 
be  applied  to  the  causes  of  the  depression  he  com- 
plains of.  This  experiment,  however,  may  be 
tried  without  danger  to  Russia,  already  depressed 
as  low  as  possible ;  but  here,  in  a  country  in  an 
unexampled  state  of  prosperity,  its  failure  will  be 
ruinous. 

And  here  let  me  remark  that  the  happiness  or 
misery  of  a  people,  and  the  prosperity  or  depres- 
sion of  a  State,  are  comparative  terms.  The  con- 
dition of  this  country,  and  the  sum  of  human  hap- 
piness in  it,  if  compared  with  any  other,  would 
Dear  me  out  in  the  assertion  that  we  are,  at  this 
moment,  the  most  prosperous  and  happiest  people 
in  the  world. 

The  honorable  Speaker  was  at  great  pains  to 
explain  the  amount  of  taxation  each  nation  bears, 
and  considered  that  as  showing  the  comparative 
wealth  and  capacity  of  a  country.  It  is  true 
"  that  the  burden  of  taxation  is  always  relative  to 
the  ability  of  the  subjects  of  it."  But  it  is  not 
true,  that  the  existence  of  immoderate  and  exces- 
sive taxes  in  a  country,  proves  the  ability  of  the 
people  to  bear  them  without  serious  inconvenience 
or  ultimate  ruin.  It  is  true,  that  the  same  amount 
of  taxation  would  press  more  heavy  upon  a  poor, 
than  it  would  upon  a  rich  nation ;  more  heavy 
upon  Spain,  than  upon  England.  But  it  is  not 
true,  that  the  amount  of  contributions  a  Govern- 
ment draws  from  the  pockets  of  its  citizens,  is  a 
froof  of  the  prosperity  or  capacity  of  the  country, 
t  proves  little  more  than  that  the  expenditure  of 
that  Government  is  extravagant ;  it  is  not  true, 
that  because  the  taxation  per  capita  in  Englandi 
is  three  ])ounds  two  shillings  sterling.  ($1?  78,) 
and  that  in  the  United  States,  nine  shillings,  ($2,) 
the  prosperity  of  England,  and  the  capacity  of 
that  people  to  bear  taxation,  are  to  those  of  the 
United  States  in  the  ratio  of  $13  78  to  ^.  This 
fact  shows  only  that  we  live  under  a  wise  and 
economical  Government,  which,  instead  of  lav- 
ishing the  substance  of  its  citizens,  leaves  them  the 
means  of  accumulating  wealth  from  the  most 
humble  beginnings.  Look  at  the  condition  of 
the  people  of  the  two  countries.  How  easy  it  is 
here,  where  the  taxes  are  light,  for  the  poor  man 
to  elevate  himself  by  industry  and  economy  to 
wealth  and  consideration ;  how  impossible  is  it 
for  the  same  description  of  person  to  succeed  in 
England,  where  the  last  surplus  cent  is  drawn 
from  him  for  the  support  of  Government :  there 
he  can  do  little  more  than  maintain  himself  above 
want. 

The  true  test  of  the  prasperity  of  a  people  con- 
sists in  their  means  of  consumption ;  and,  it  judged 
by  this  standard,  by  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  food  and  clothing  they  consume ;  by  the  man- 
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ner  in  which  they  are  lodged,  and  their  rapid  ac- 
cumulation of  wealth,  the  great  mass  ol  the  people 
of  this  cquntry  are  more  prosperous  and  better 
able,  in  proportion'  to  their  numbers,  to  bear  an 
equal  burden  of  taxation,  than  any  people  in  the 
world. 

Situated  as  we  are,  with  an  extensive  seacoast 
frontier,  our  independence,  our  very  existence  as 
a  nation,  depends  upon  our  ability  to  protect  our 
shores  from  the  attacks  of  great  maritime  Powers. 
The  effects  this  bill  is  calculated  to  produce  on 
our  navigation,  have  been  clearly  and  unanswer- 
ably shown  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
I  know,  said  Mr.  r.,  we  shall  be  told,  that  if  it 
does  anect  our  foreign  commerce,  it  will  increase 
the  coasting  trade.  But,  if  the  Atlantic  States  be 
impoverished,  and  deprived  of  the  means  of  pur- 
chase, how  can  the  coasting  trade  be  carried  on  ? 
If  the  Eastern  States  and  New  York  cease  to 
import  the  articles  we  want,  what  will  remain  to 
be  carried  ?  If  the  South  is  compelled  to  raise 
and  manufacture  for  its  own  consumption,  if  it  is 
deprived  of  the  means  of  purcha:^e,  must  not  the 
coasting  trade  suffer  ?  Commerce,  of  every  de- 
scription, coastin?  or  foreien,  cannot  be  carried 
on  advantageously,  if  at  all,  unless  it  embraces 
articles  of  every  description ;  confine  it  to  one  or 
two,  and  it  perishes. 

It  is  idle  to  say,  that  any  one  trade  is  a  losing 
trade  to  the  nation,  if  it  furnishes  the  merchant 
with  the  means  of  carrying  a  variety  of  articles 
to  other  markets.  The  East  India  trade  has  been 
cited.  Let  us  see  how  it  operates.  A  vessel  is 
sent  out  to  Europe,  with  a  cai^o  of  domestic  pro- 
duce, and  returns  laden  with  French  and  German 
goods,  suited  to  the  Mexican  and  South  American 
markets.  To  these  are  added  more  produce  and 
domestic  manufactures,  silks  and  nankeens  of 
China,  dved  here.  This  assorted  cargo  is  sold  in 
Mexico,  for  what  is  the  produce  of  the  earth  there — 
for  gold  and  silver — which  are  brought  to  this 
country  to  be  shipped  to  China  for  more  silks  and 
nankeens  and  teas,  which  are  again  sent  to  South 
America  and  to  Europe. 

On  every  one  of  these  transactions,  there  re- 
mains a  profit  to  the  revenue  and  a  profit  to  the 
merchant :  yet  we  are  told  that  commerce  is  not 
productive.  It  is  productive  always  in  proportion 
to  its  extent — ^in  proportion  to  the  variety  of  ar- 
ticles the  merchant  nas  to  make  up  his  cargoes 
with.  Speaking  on  this  subject,  the  eloquent 
Patrick  Henry  exclaimed,  "Fetter  not  commerce; 
let  it  be  free  as  air ;  she  will  range  the  whole  cre- 
ation, and  return  on  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  to 
bless  the  land  with  plenty." 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  demon- 
strated the  fallacy  of  the  assertion,  that  the  ruin- 
ous state  of  our  commerce  is  deducible  from  the 
unfavorable  balance  of  trade.  He  has  shown, 
too,  that  the  difference  of  exchange  between  this 
countrv  and  Great  Britain  did  not  depend  only 
upon  tne  state  of  trade  between  the  two  countries, 
butj  in  a  great  measure,  upon  the  difference  of 
their  currencies.  In  corroboration  of  what  he  ad- 
vanced, I  will,  said  Mr.  P.,  mention  a  circumstance 
which  will  make  it  familiar  to  every  gentleman 


that  hears  me.  Being  about  to  leave  Eogland  in 
1820^  and  having  a  few  sovereigns  more  than  I 
required,  I  exchanged  them,  in  Liverpool,  for  dol- 
lars. The  dollar,  at  par  value,  is  U,  6d.,  54  pence 
sterling.  I  bougnt  them  for  4«.  2d,^  50  pence  ster- 
ling, which  has  oeen  the  j)rice  for  some  years  past. 
I  received  for  my  20  sovereigns.  96  dollars,  where- 
as, at  par  value,  they  were  only  worth  S^  \  and, 
by  this  operation,  I  gained  more  than  ei^ht  per 
cent.  The  exchange  at  this  time  was  in  UTorof 
England,  nominally,  ten  per  cenL,  so  that ')![  we 
take  into  account  tne  freight  and  insuraoce,  it 
was,  in  fact,  very  nearly  at  par.  The  excbaofe 
is  made,  not  in  currency,  but  in  a  merchantaUe 
commodity,  liable  to  some  fluctuation  in  Talue,ia 
England,  where  only  a  given  quantity  of  silrer 
coin  is  issued  and  where  payments  over  a  certain 
sum  must  be  made  in  gold. 

The  effect  of  this  bill  on  oar  revenue,  if  it  pro- 
duces the  results  anticipated  by  its  adrocates, 
must  be  ruinous.  It  is,  however,  useless  to  urge 
this  topic  on  the  attention  of  the  Committee. 

It  is  clear  that,  if  this  bill  produces  the  effect 
anticipated,  of  protecting  and  encouraging  oor 
domestic  manufactures  by  preventing  tne  intro- 
duction of  foreign  fabrics,  the  revenue  now  d^ 
rived  from  imports  must  be  diminished;  if  it  does 
not  produce  that  effect,  it  will  not  afford  that  pro- 
tection— if  the  foreign  article  continues  to  be  im- 
ported^ it  is,  in  the  present  state  of  our  Treasarf, 
an  unjust  and  impolitic  tax  on  consumption. 

Its  effects  on  the  cotton-growing  States,  no  one 
can  deny.  We  now  suppy  Great  Britain  with 
more  of  that  raw  material  than  all  the  world  be- 
sides. But,  says  Mr.  Speaker,  "  Will  she  refuse 
to  take  our  cotton  because  we  refuse  to  take  her 
cotton  fabrics,  and  thereby  deprive  herself  of  the 
market  she  now  enjoys  ? '  This  would  be  true 
enouffh  if  Great  Britain  could  not  obtain  cotton 
elsewhere,  and  must  either  consume  ours  or  stop 
her  manufactories  altogether.  We  now  supply 
Great  Britain  because  we  are  her  best  customer; 
she  may  not  refuse  to  take  our  cotton,  but  her 
manufacturers,  who  are  many  of  them  shipping 
inerchants,  will  bring  their  cotton  from  those 
places  where  they  sell  their  fabrics — from  Brazil 
and  from  Mexico. 

How  this  bill  is  to  operate  in  favor  of  tgricnl- 
ture,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand.  Will  it  in- 
crease the  consumption  of  bread  corn  ?  This  can 
only  be  done  by  opening  foreign  markets,  and 
by  augmenting  our  population:  and  is  this  to  be 
effected  by  prohibiting  foreign  fabrics,  or  br  shot- 
ting the  people  up  in  manufactories?  Will  J^ 
augment  the  comforts  of  the  people  to  compd 
them  to  become  artisans,  or  enable  tbem  to  con- 
sume more?  The  only  possible  effect  this  pwici 
can  have  upon  the  agriculture  of  the  couotryi  will 
be,  to  augment  the  price  of  produce  by  diminish- 
ing its  quantity.  The  farmer,  deprived  of  a  mar- 
ket, and  cut  on  from  all  means  or  support  bjr  cul- 
tivating the  earth,  condemned  to  pay  an  increased 
price  on  every  article  of  consumption,  and  drirea 
from  his  home  by  tax-gatherers  and  exciserneo, 
must  seek  refuge  in  some  manufactory.  The 
rich  man  will  alone  be  able  to  contend  agaiBstthe 
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eifects  of  this  law,  and  the  lands  mast  fall  into  the 
hsDds  of  a  few. 

And  yet  we  are  toid  that  **  the  oppohents  of  this 
sptem  are  the  rich  of  the  land."  The  effects  of 
a  system  which  transfers  property  into  few  bands, 
Qpon  the  liberties  of  the  people,  I  leare  the  intelli- 
geoce  of  the  Committee  to  infer.  The  effects 
apon  the  freedom  of  election,  by  the  existence  of 
great  manafactoriiis  establishments,  containing 
half  a  million  of  people,  who  must  be  under  the 
control  of  a  few  men,  is  too  obvious  to  require  a 
comment. 

The  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Manofaetares  has  likened  the  inhabitants  of  this 
coQDtry  to  an  army  marching  to  battle,  and  asks, 
what  wonid  be  the  condition  of  such  an  army,  if 
every  man  was  allowed  to  march  as  he  chose, 
and  to  load  and  fire  when  he  pleased?  Thi?, 
then,  is  an  ayowal  of  the  intentions  of  that  gen- 
tletnan.  We  shall  not  be  permitted  any  longer  to 
do  as  we  please.  We  are  to  be  marshalled  as  an 
army.  We  must  march  with  a  regular  front. 
No  man  must  leave  the  ranks ;  no  man  is  to  be 
allowed  to  surpass  his  fellow-men,  and  to  spring 
forward  to  gain  the  prize  his  talents  and  industry 
had  j^aced  within  his  grasp.  We  are  to  be  re- 
duced, like  the  Hindoos,  to  castes,  and  condemned 
to  toil  all  onr  lives  at  one  employment.  I  trnst  in 
God  the  Committee  will  not  sanction  a  law  in- 
tended, avowedly,  to  produce  such  effects. 

The  natural  progress  of  a  country  like  ours  is 
first  to  become  a  great  agricultural  State ;  from 
that  agricoltural  prosp^ity  springs  commerce, 
which  ought  to  be  fostered  unremittingly  until  it 
has  creat^  a  navy  sufficient  to  protect  our  mari- 
time frontier,  and  that  commerce  which  gave  it 
birth.  The  accumulation  of  capital  from  success- 
fol  commerce  leads  naturally  to  the  establishment 
of  manufactures :  to  this  order  of  thinffs  they  now 
owe  their  floarishing  condition  in  this  country. 
The  extensive  commerce  this  nation  enjoyed  dur- 
ing the  late  wars  of  Europe,  led  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  a  lar^  capital,  which,  as  it  could  no 
loneer  be  profitably  employed  in  navigation  and 
trade,  was  invested  in  manufactures.  They  pre- 
sented to  the  capitalist  the  best  prospect  of  profit. 
Bm,  say  ffentlemen,  we  are  not  advancing  fast 
enooghl-iet  as  legislate  the  nation  into  greater 
prosperity;  let  us  direct  how  every  man  shall  em- 
ploy his  capital. 

The  most  sanguine  projectors  of  this  scheme 
etLiaot  believe  that  the  prohibition  of  foreign  fab- 
rics will  create  capital;  their  object  can  only  be, 
in  their  zeal  for  long  exploded  doctrines  of  politi- 
cal economy,  to  drive  their  fellow-citizens  from 
their  present  pursuits ;  to  control  the  industry  of 
individuals;  to  urge  forward  the  premature  growth 
of  manufactures  by  forcin|^  the  capital  now  in 
existence  from  all  other  channels :  attempts  that 
have  proved  ruinous  wherever  they  have  been 
made. 

Look,  said  Mr.  P.,  at  the  unexampled  prosperity 
of  this  country  ;  a  population  advancing  with  a 
rapidity  beyond  all  parallel — an  accumulation  of 
capital,  within  a  small  space  of  time,  which  is  al- 
most incredible ;  a  revenue  more  than  adequate  to 


all  bur  wants  in  time  of  peace,  without  resorting 
to  internal  taxes.  Within  half  a  centary  we  have 
become  a  great  and  powerful  nation ;  and  by  what 
means  ?  By  the  freedom  of  our  institutions.  By 
'  the  liberty  every  man  enjoyed  to  employ  his  in- 
dustry and  capital  in  the  manner  he  iud^d  most 
advanta^ous.  By  the  Qovernment  having  kept 
steadily  m  view  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and 
having  enacted  laws  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole, 
without  favor  and  without  partiality.  That  the 
law  now  contemplated  is  the  reverse  of  all  this, 
no  one  can  deny.  It  is  intencled  to  control  indus- 
try, and  to  favor  a  few  at  the  expense  of  the  vast 
majority  of  the  people.  It  is  a  law  intended  for 
the  rich  man,  for  the  capitalist ;  it  will  not  profit 
the  laborer,  but  will  drive  him  from  a  health]^  pur- 
suit to  a  sedentary  and  sickly  employment — iff  in- 
deed, the  number  of  industrious  men  who  now 
gain  a  livelihood  by  the  prosperous  state  of  our 
seaports  and  of  our  navigation  and  trade  will  find 
employment,  when  we  shall  have  taken  from  them 
their  present  means  of  support.  There  are,  said 
Mr.  P.,  other  considerations,  which  he  had  in* 
tended  to  have  offered  to  the  attention  of  the 
House,  but  his  exhausted  strength  compelled  him 
to  conclude. 

It  requires,  indeed,  no  arguments  to  prove,  that, 
by  destroying  our  navigation,  by  restricting  im- 
portation, and  consequently  exportation,  the  mari- 
time power  of  the  nation  must  be  annihilated. 
By  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  foreign  fabrics 
our  revenue  must  be  impaired.  By  crushing  the 
enterprise  of  our  merchants,  all  who  depend  upon 
commerce  for  support  must  suddenly  be  reduced 
to  povery  and  distress. 

When  Mr.  Poinsett  had  concluded — 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeinp;  to  the 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  with- 
out a  division. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  third  amend- 
ment, which  is,  to  strike  out  the  words  ''  printing 
types"  from  the  class  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  duties.    This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  fourth  amendment  proposes  to  insert,  in  the 
eighty-seventh  line,  the  roliowing:  '*0n  all  in- 
gri|in  carpets  or  carpeting,  twenty-five  cents  per 
square  yard." 

The  fifth  amendment  proposes  to  insert,  ''  on 
oil  cLoth  carpeting,  and  on  oil  cloths  of  eveiy  de- 
scription, a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem." 

With  these  two  amendments,  the  clause  reads 
as  follows : 

**  On  Brunels,  Venetian,  Turkey,  and  Wilton  car- 
pets and  carpeting,  fifty  cents  per  square  yard ;  on  all 
ingrain  carpets  or  carpeting,  twenty-five  cents  per 
•qnare  yard.  On  all  other  kinds  of  carpets  and  car- 
peting of  wool,  flax,  hemp,  eotton,  or  parts  of  either, 
twenty  cents  per  square  yard ;  on  oil  cloth  carpeting, 
and  on  oil  cloths  of  every  description,  a  duty  of  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem.*' 

Both  these  amendments  were  agreed  to,  the  first 
without  a  division,  and  the  latter  by  a  vote  of  ayes 
99,  noes  72. 

Mr.  Rremer,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  observed 
that  he  had  been  requested  by  several  members 
who  were  absent  yesterday  when  the  vote  was 
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taken  on  reducing  the  minimum  on  woollens  from 
eighty  to  forty  cents,  and  by  some  others  who  had 
Toted  under  a  misapprehension  with  respect  to  the 
consequences  of  their  vote,  to  move  for  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  taken. 

Being  called  upon  by  Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of 
.  Virginia,  for  his  reasons,  Mr.  Kremer  stated  them 
more  fully. . 

It  was  then  resolved,  that  the  question  of  re- 
consideration should  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays ; 
and  after  a  prolonged  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
LivERMORE,  Stobrs,  and  Kreher  advocated,  and 
Messrs.  Mercer,  Randolph,  Owen,  and  For- 
syth, opposed  reconsideringj 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  a  call  of  the  House 
was  made,  the  names  of  the  absentees  were  called 
over,  and  the  doors  closed ;  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  all  farther  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  absent  members  were  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  doors  were  then  re-opened,  and  the  debate 
was  renewed  by  Mr.  Webster,  who  spoke  in  op- 
position to  reconsidering. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  House 
agreed  to  reconsider — yeas  110,  nays  95,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut, 
Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Buck,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark, 
Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwlght, 
Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Find- 
lay,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gaslay, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hoge- 
boom,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder, 
Kremer,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Litchfield,  Lit- 
tle, LiTormore,  McArthur,  McKean,  McLane  of  Del- 
aware, McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Msrkley,  Martin- 
dale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Miller, 
Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky  Mor- 
gan, Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Pinmer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose, 
Ross,  Bcott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stod- 
dart,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whit- 
man, Whittlesey,  White,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wil- 
son, Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  AUen 
of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Bar- 
bour, Bartlett,  Bassett,  Breck,  Brent,  Buckner,  Bur- 
leigh, Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crownin- 
shield,  Calpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connec- 
ticnt,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  GaUin,  Gist, 
Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hayward,  Herrick, 
Hobart,  Hooks,  Kent,  Lcftwich,  Lincoln,  liivingston, 
Lock,  Long,  Longfellow  McCoy,  McDoffie,  McKee, 
McKim,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of 
New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Richards,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Sib- 
ley, Arthur  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  William  Smith, 
Spaight,  Spence,  Stsndefer,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephen- 


son, Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgist 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  CaroUoa«  Vance 
of  N.  Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster,  Wicklifie,  Wil- 
liams of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  W  illiams 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  House's 
agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  that  amendment  of  the  bill  which  reduces 
the  minimum  on  woollen  goods  from  eighty  to 
forty  cents  the  square  yard — 

Mr.  McDuPFiE,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and 
delivered  his  sentiments,  at  length,  in  favor  of 
agreeing. 

Mr.  UUTHBERT  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Livingston 
of  Louisiana,  followed  on  the  same  side. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
LivERMORE  of  New  Hampshire,  McLane  of  Del- 
aware, and  Ton  of  Pennsylvania,  in  opposition 
to  agreeing  with  the  Committee ;  and  by  Messrs. 
Livingston  of  Louisiana,  Webster  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Cobb  of  Greorgia^  Mercer  of  Virginia, 
Randolph  of  Virginia,  and  P.  P.  Barbour  of 
Virginia,  in  favor. 

Mr.  Randolph  expressed  his  surprise  that  the 
votaries  of  humanity — persons  who  could  not 
sleep,  such  was  their  distress  of  mind  at  the  very 
existence  of  negro  slavery — should  persist  in  pres- 
sing a  measure,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  aggra- 
vate the  misery  of  that  unhappy  condition,  whe- 
ther viewed  in  reference  to  the  slave  or  to  ius 
master— if  he  were  a  man  possessing  a  single 
spark  of  humanity — for,  what  could  be  more  piti- 
able than  the  situation  o^  a  man  who  had  every 
desire  to  clothe  his  negroes  comfortably,  but  who 
was  absolutely  prohibited  from  so  doing  by  legis- 
lative enactment?  He  hoped  that  none  of  those 
who  wished  to  enhance  to  the  poor  slave  (or,  what 
was  the  same  thing,  to  his  master)  the  price  of 
his  annual  blanket,  and  of  his  sordid  suit  oi  coarse, 
but  to  him  comfortable  woollen  cloth,  would  ever 
travel  through  the  Southern  country  to  spy  out 
the  nakedness,  if  not  of  the  land,  of  the  cultivators 
of  the  soil.  It  was  notorious  that  the  profits  of 
slave  labor  had  been,  for  a  long  time,  on  the  de- 
crease, and  that,  on  a  fair  average,  it  scarcely  re- 
imbursed the  expense  of  the  slave,  including  the 
helpless  ones,  wnether  from  infancy  or  age.  The 
words  of  Patrick  Henry,  in  the  Conventioa  of 
Virginia,  still  rung  in  his  ears :  "  They  may  lib- 
erate every  one  of  your  slaves.  The  Coneress 
possess  the  power  and  will  exercise  it."  Now, 
sir,  the  first  step  towards  this  consummation,  so 
devoutly  wished  by  many,  is  to  pass  such  laws  as 
may  yet  still  further  diminish  the  pittance  which 
their  labor  yields  to  their  unfortunate  masters. 
To  produce  such  a  state  of  thinffs  as  will  insure, 
in  case  the  slave  shall  not  elope  from  his  oaaster — 
his  master  will  run  away  from  him.  Sir,  the 
blindness,  as  it  appears  to  me — 1  hope  gentlemen 
will  pardon  the  expression — ^with  which  a  certain 
quarter  of  this  country — I  allude  particularly  to 
the  seaboard  of  Soutli  Carolina  and  Greorgia — 
has  lent  its  aid  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  on  points — to  say  the  least,  of 
doubtful  construction — ^fills  me  with  astonishment 
and  dismay.    And  I  look  forward,  almost  with- 
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out  a  rar  of  hope,  lo  ihe  time  which  the  next  cen- 
ms,  or  that  which  succeeds  it,  will  assuredly  bring 
forth—when  this  work  of  de^^truction-  and  deras- 
tatioQ  is  to  commence  in  the  abused  name  of  hu- 
manity and  reli|;ion — and  when  the  imploring 
ejes  of  some  will  be,  as  now,  turned  towards 
another  body,  in  the  yain  hope  that  it  may  arrest 
the  evil  and  stay  the  plague. 

The  question  was  finally  taken,  and  the  House 
refused  to  agree  in  reducing  the  minimum  to  forty 
ceots — ^yeas  101,  nays  104,  as  follows : 

Yxis — Memn.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,'  AN 
len  of  Teoneaaee,  Archer,  Bayltee,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
J.  8.  Barbonr,  Bartlett,  Baisett,  Breck,  Brent,  Buch- 
anio,  Buckner,  Bnrleigh,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
boil  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
CoDoer,  Crown! nshietd,  Calpeper,  Coehman,  Cnth- 
bert.  Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Forsyth,  Froet,  Fuller,  Oarnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Oovan, 
Gariey,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hay  ward,  Herrick,  Hobart, 
Eookf,  Incks,  Kent,  Kremer,  Lee,  Lefiwich,  Lincoln, 
LtTiDgBton,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuf- 
fie,  McKee,  McKim,  Manguna,  Matson,  Mercer,  Moore 
of  Alabtma,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen, 
Plomer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Ran- 
kin, Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards,  RiTes,  Saunders,  Sand- 
ibnl,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Speight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  SteTenson,  J. 
Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  TattnaH,  Thompson  of  Geor- 
gia, Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tucker  of  Virg'a,  Tucker 
of  Sonih  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Warfield,  Webster,  Wickliffe,  Williams  of 
New  York,  WilUams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North 
Carolioa,  and  Witoon  of  South  Carolina — 101. 

Nats — ^Meaara.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Masaachasetts,  Allison,  Barbour  of  Connec- 
ticut, Bartiey,  Beecher,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buck, 
Ctdy,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Casaedy,  Clark,  Collina, 
Condict,  Cook,  CraiU,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton, 
Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsy Wania,  Ellis,  Findlay,  Foot 
of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Garrir 
SOD,  GazJay,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herki- 
mer, Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Jenkins,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Latbrop, 
Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little,  Liyermore,  Mc Arthur, 
McKean,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mai- 
lary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Metcalfe, 
Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
iaad,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
syWania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsy iTania, 
Prince,  Rich,  Rogera,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane, 
Steriing,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Tay- 
lor, Ten  Eyek,  Teat,  Tod,  Tomlinaon,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyek,  Vinton, 
Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White, 
James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilaon  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Wood»,  and  Wright— 104. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Friuay,  April  9. 

Mr.  RAHKiiff,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub-^ 
lie  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  *^An  act  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  providing  for  ascertaining  and  adjust- 
ing the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena 
and  Jackson  Courthouse  land  districts,"  reported 
the  same  with  amendments ;  and  the  bill  was 


committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to  which  the  bill  of  this  House  upon  the  same 
subject  is  committed. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
''An  act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
debt  due  to  the  United  States,  by  the  purchasers 
of  public  lands,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  which  the  bill  of  this  House, 
upon  the  same  aubject,  is  committed. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Alfred  Moore  and  Sterling  Orgain,  assignees  of 
Morris  Linaay,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  William  Cocke,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  to  compensate  him  for  certain 
military  services  rendered  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  late  war;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  revision  of  the  tariff. 

The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  the  tifth  amendment,  which  is  to 
strike  out  the  following: 

*<  On  Russia  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  archeene, 
two  dollars  eaeh  piece ; 

**  On  Raven'a  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  areheens, 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  each  piece ; 

"  On  Holland  duck,  per  piece  of  fifty-two  areheens, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  each  piece." 

The  House  also  agreed  to  the  sixth  amendment, 
which  is  to  substitute  the  four  and  a  half  cents, 
instead  of  six  cents,  as  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging. 
Ayes  64,  noes  62. 

The  seventh  amendment,  which  is  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  bar  iron,  from  91  12  to  90  cents  per 
cwt.,  being  under  consideration — 

A  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Buchanan, 
UoRBE,  Brown,  and  Stewart,  opposed  the  reduc- 
tion ;  and  Messrs.  Rbeo,  Ranuolph,  Tucker, 
McDuFRE,  Merger,  Cambreleng,  Webster, 
and  Marvin,  supported  it. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  my  design  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  general  principles  of  the  bill 
now  before  the  House.  Altnough  1  am  fully  pre- 
pared to  do  so,  yet,  time  has  become  so  precious, 
and  so  much  has  already  been  said  upon  the  sub- 
ject, that  I  have  abandoned  any  such  intention. 

I  will,  however,  take  the  liberty  of  asking  the 
Committee  to  attend  to  some  observations  which  I 
shall  make,  in  reply  to  that  part  of  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Web- 
ster) which  related  to  hemp  and  iron.  The  rea- 
sons which  that  gentleman  urged,  with  great 
ability  and  zeal,  against  an  additional  duty  upon 
these  articles,  were,  that  much  injury  would  re- 
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suit  from  it,  to  the  manufacture  of  ships  and  to 
the  navigation  of  the  country.  In  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  he  alleged  that  our  navigation  had 
been  left  dependent  upon  its  own  resources,  with- 
out any  protection  from  Gbvemment;  that  it  was 
in  a  depressed  and  declining  condition ;  to  use  his 
own  phrase,  that  it  was  barely  able  to  keep  its 
head  above  water;  and  that  the  weight  which 
this  bill  would  bring  to  bear  upon  it,  by  the  addi- 
tional imposts  on  hemp  and  iron,  might  destroy 
it,  or,  to  repeat  the  gentleman's  words,  might  be 
the  last  ounce  which  would  break  the  camel's 
back.  As  a  consequence  from  all  these  observa- 
tions, he  inferred  that  the  Navy  was  in  danger  of 
destruction. 

In  opposition  to  this  argument,  I  trust  I  shall  be 
able  to  show,  conclusively,  that  no  branches  of 
domestic  industry  have  ever  been  cherished  by  the 
legislation  of  this  country  with  as  much  care  as 
those  of  ship-building  and  navigation ;  that  both 
these  branches,  although  they  have  suffered  in  the 
general  depression  of  the  country,  are  now  in  a 
more  prosperous  condition  than  any  other  portion 
of  domestic  industry ;  and  that  they  are  perfectly 
able,  and  ought  to  be  willing,  to  bear  the  addi- 
tional duty  upon  hemp  and  iron  proposed  by  this 
bill,  even  if  it  should  amount  to  what  the  gentle- 
man supposes.  If,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  can  establish 
these  positions,  it  will  result  as  a  necessary  infer- 
ence, that  our  Navy  is  in  no  danger  from  the 
measure  now  under  consideration. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  is  fortunate  that  the  first 
Congress  which  sat  under  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, when  they  came  to  legislate  upon  the  navi- 
gating interest  of  the  country,  were  not  guided  by 
the  principles  which  we  have  so  often  heard  reit- 
erated in  this  Hall.  They  did  not  belong  to  that 
school  of  politicians  whose  principal  dogmas  are, 
''Let  trade  re^^late  itself;"  ''Let  not  legislation 
attempt  to  divert  industry  or  capital  mm  the 
channels  in  which  they  are  flowing  into  other 
branches."  On  the  contrary,  they  Mieved  that 
the  manufacture  of  ships,  and  their  navigation, 
were  interests  which  required  legislative  protec- 
tion, and  they  afforded  it  in  the  most  enectual 
manner. 

The  third  act  which  ever  passed  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  was  that  of  the  20th  July, 
1769.  imposing  duties  on  tonnage.  It  was  after- 
wards repealed  by  the  act  of  the  20th  July,  1790 ; 
which,  however,  re-enacted  in  substance  the  same 
provisions.  Wnilst  these  acts  declare  that  ships 
or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  arriving  from  any 
foreign  port  or  place,  shall  pay  a  duty  of  only  six 
cents  per  ton  upon  each  entry,  they  enact  that  all 
other  ships  or  vessels  shall  pay  a  duty  of  fifty  cents 
per  ton,  except  those  built  within  the  United 
States  and  belonging  to  foreigners,  which  shall 
fiay  thirty  cents  per  ton.  The  legislative  protec- 
tion afforded  by  these  acts,  to  that  portion  of  our 
tonnage  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  in 
the  fisheries,  was  of  a  still  more  decisive  charac- 
ter. Whilst  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
engaged  in  these  pursuits,  paid  a  duty  of  but  six 
cents  per  ton,  in  each  year,  those  "  not  of  the  Uni- 
ted States"  paid  fifty  cents  per  ton  upon  each  entry. 


In  addition  to  these  discriminatiiig  duties  upon 
tonnage,  in  favor  of  our  own  citizens,  the  act  of 
the  10th  August,  1790,  added  10  per  cent,  to  the 
rates  of  duties  imposed,  "  in  respect  to  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  which  shall  be  imported  ia 
ships  or  vessels  not  of  the  United  States.'* 

What,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  the  effect  of  this  legis- 
lative protection  upon  our  tonnaire  and  naviga- 
tion? Let  Mr.  Pitkin  and  Dr.  Seybert  answer 
this  question.  Mr.  Pitkin,  in  his  View,  declares 
that— 

^  These  extra  ditrges  on  the  navifatioo  mod  eom- 
meree  of  Ibrcign  natioiM  were  sufficient  to  drrre  firmn 
onr  ports  the  grettest  proportion  of  the  fvnign  ton- 
nage. All  foreign  natiotts  were  afbcted  by  the  systea 
we  had  adopted  in  favor  of  the  ship-owoers  in  the 
United  States.  The  diminntion  of  tho  foretgn  ton- 
nage employed  in  onr  trade  was,  with  vary  few  ex- 
ceptions, rapid,  regular,  and  permanent.*' 

Dr.  Seybert,  in  his  Statistical  Annab,  bears  the 
sam*e  testimony.    He  states  that — 

"  Our  discriminations  operated  powerfully  in  f^nn 
of  our  shipping.  Veasels  not  of  the  United  States,  sf 
200  tons  burden,  on  entering  our  ports,  paid  £20  ton- 
nage daty,  and  for  a  cargo  of  the  Talne  of  £1^000,  they 
paid  £15,  extra  duty,  more  than  did  the  veaaeU  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  same  tonnage,  and  laden  as 
aforesaid.  These  extra  charges  were  sufficient  to 
drive  from  our  ports  the  greatest  pniportioA  of  tbs 
foreign  tonnage.  All  foreign  nations  were  affitctoH  by 
the  system  we  had  adopted ;  it  seemed  to  operate  like 
magic  in  iavor  of  the  ship-owners  in  the  United  Statas. 
The  diminution  of  the  foreign  tonnage  employed  in 
our  trade  was,  with  very  fow  exceptions,  r^id,  legQ- 
lar,  and  permanent." 

I  will  freely  acknowledge,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the 
wars  in  Europe,  and  our  neutral  eonditioih  by 
placing  within  our  reach  a  large  portion  of  the 
carrying  trade  of  other  nations,  assisted  these  dis- 
criminating duties  in  producing  their  effect  upon 
onr  navigation,  with  such  astonishing  rapidity. 
Dr.  Sey^rt  states,  that  "  in  1789,  our  shipping 
'  was  not  sufficient  for  the  transportation  of^the 
'  domestic  produce  of  the  States ;  one-third  of 

*  that  which  was  then-employed  for  that  purpose, 
'  belonged  to  foreigners ;"  and  that  '<  in  1793,  our 
'  tonnage  exceeded  that  of  every  other  nation, 
'  except  Great  Britain." 

These  discriminating  duties,  and  the  unexampled 
increase  of  oar  tonnage,  alarmed  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain.  They  dreaded  the  rapid  pro- 
gress of  our  navigation,  and  made  it  a  primary 
object  to  check  its  augmentation.  For  this  pur- 
pose, they  proposed,  in  the  year  179L  ^  that  Brit- 
^ish  ships  trading  to  the  ports  of  the  United 
<  States,  should  be  there  treated,  with  respect  to 

*  the  duties  of  tonna^  and  impost,  in  like  manner 
^  as  ships  of  the  United  States  should  be  treated 
'  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain."  B^  this  means, 
they  expected  to  crush  our  navigation  in  iu  in- 
fancy. They  well  knew,  if  they  could  persuade 
our  Grovernment  to  cast  it,  at  that  period  of  itx 
existence,  upon  the  ocean,  without  protection,  they 
would  obuin  what  they  so  ardently  desired — a 
monopoly  of  pur  trade.  They  were  convinced, 
that  our  navigation  could  not  then  eodure  a  com- 
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petiuon  with  the  long  established  narigation  of 
Great  Britain. 

The  statesmen  of  that  day,  thanks  be  to  Pror- 
ideace,  did  not  act  upon  the  modern  fashionable 
doctriqes  of  political  economy.  They  refused  to 
accept  this  offer  of  a  reciprocity  of  trade  between 
the  two  countries^  which  G^at  Britain  had  made. 
Thev  did  not  adopt  the  principle,  that  trade  should 
regulate  itself,  flo,  Mr.  Speaker,  they  cherished 
and  nourished  our  navigation  in  its  infancy,  by 
protecting  duties;  and,  in  this  manner,  iniused 
into  it  such  energy  and  vigor,  that  it  can  now 
fearlessly  go  forth,  and,  upon  equal  terms,  chal- 
lenge competition  with  the  world.  The  same 
kind  of  protection  will  produce  the  same  effect 
upon  the  manufactories  which  this  bill  proposes 
to  encourage. 

Dr.  Seybert  informs  us,  that  these  discrimina- 
ting duties  on  tonnage  and  imports  alarmed  the 
British  merchants  and  ship-owners.  That  was  a 
most  favorable  omen.  In  this  particular,  I  can 
congratulate  the  advocates  of  the  present  bill  that 
ihey  are  equally  fortunate.  Every  British  mer- 
chant, every  British  agent,  and  every  vender  of 
British  goods,  within  the  United  States,  have 
taken  the  alarm.  Should  this  bill  pass,  they  know 
that  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when  they  shall 
cease  to  drain  from  us  our  wealth,  and  to  enrich 
themselves  and  the  British  manufacturers,  at  our 
expense. 

The  House  have  distinctly  perceived  the  ef- 
fect of  these  discriminating  duties  upon  the  foreign 
tonnage  of  the  United  States.  Their  operation 
upon  that  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  was  still 
more  decisive.  In  this  trade,  the  voyages  from 
port  to  port  in  the  United  States'  being,  compara- 
tively speaking,  but  short,  the  burden  ot  fifty  cents 
per  ton,  upon  every  entry,  imposed  upon  foreign 
vessels,  was  so  onerous  that,  in  its  efiect,  it  soon 
amounted  to  an  absolute  prohibition.  In  this 
manner  our  own  navigation  was  virtually  put  in 
the  exclusive  possession  of  that  important  branch 
of  our  commerce,  long  before  the  act  of  1817  de- 
clared "That  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
^  shall  be  imported,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture 
'  thereof,  from  one  port  of  the  United  States  to 
'  another  port  of  the  United  States,  in  a  vessel  be- 
^  lon^ng  wholly  or  in  part  to  a  subject  of  any 
'  foreign  Power." 

It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  these  acts  of  Con- 
gress went  much  further  in  protecting  onr  navi- 
gation against  foreign  competition,  than  the  bill 
now  before  the  House  contemplates  going,  in  re- 
gard to  any  branch  of  our  agriculture  or  manufac- 
tures. And  yet  the  representatives  of  the  navi- 
gating interest  in  this  liouse,  not  only  complain 
that  it  has  been  left  dependent  upon  its  own  re- 
sources, without  any  protection  from  Government; 
but  they  are  the  first  and  loudest  in  resisting  the 
moderate  eneouragement  which  this  bill  proposes 
to  other  branches  of  domestic  industry.  Is  this 
grateful  ?    Is  it  generous ?    Is  it  just  1 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  may  be  necessary  to  show 
in  what  manner  the  acts  of  Congress,  to  which  I 
have  referred,  gave  our  ship-builders  protection. 
It  will  be  found  that  thesuitesmen,  by  whom  they 


were  enacted,  had  a  proper  idea  of  the  importance 
of  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  ships ;  and,  I 
trust,  those  of  the  present  day  are  not  so  degene- 
rate, that  they  need  to  be  reminded  of  it  by  the 
toast  of  a  Prime  Minister  of  England,  which  the 
ffentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wbbstbr) 
has  thought  fit  to  repeat  for  our  edification. 

We  have  seen  that  these  discriminating  duties 
upon  imports  and  tonnage,  in  favor  of  our  own 
citizens,  were  confined  in  their  operation  to  "ships 
or  vessels  of  the  United  States."  To  con^itute 
"  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States,"  it  is  ne- 
cessary not  only  that  it  should  be  owned  by  a 
citizien  or  citizens  thereof,  but  that  it  should  have 
been  built  within  the  same.  This  is  a  general 
rule,  to  which  I  know  of  but  two  exceptions — the 
one  in  favbr  of  vessels  captured  by  our  citizens 
from  the  enemy,  and  declared  to  be  lawful  prize, 
and  the  other  of  vessels  condemned  for  a  breach 
of  the  revenue  laws.  There  never  was  a  time  in 
the  history  of  the  United  States  when  an  Ameri- 
can mercnant  could  purchase  from  a  foreign  ship- 
builder a  vessel  built  in  a  foreign  country,  and 
have  her  so  naturalized  under  our  laws  as  to  free 
her  from  the  imposition  of  these  discriminating 
duties.  Of  consequence,  the  domestic  manufac- 
ture of  ships  was  as  completely  protected  by  these 
regulations  against  foreign  competition  as  was 
our  navigation.  The  ship-builder  and  navigator 
moved  hand  in  hand.  Tde  same  encouragement 
was  afforded  to  both,  and  the  same  success  at- 
tended that  encouragement.  We  are  now  able  to 
manufacture  ships  much  cheaper,  as  I  shall  show 
hereafter,  than  tney  can  in  Great  Britain. 

Let  us  now  pause  for  a  moment,  and  reflect 
what  would  have  been  the  present  condition  of 
our  ship-building  and  navigation,  had  the  same 
system  of  policy  been  pursued  in  relation  to  these 
important  interests,  which  gentlemen  now  wish 
to  pursue  towards  our  domestic  manufactures. 
England,  our  ^reat  rival,  possessed  tonnage  in 
abundance,  capital,  and  skill.  It  was  both  her 
interest  and  her  inclination  to  overwhelm  our 
rising  navigation.  The  struggle  would  have  been 
between  the  vigor  of  manhc^  and  the  feebleness 
of  infancy.  Our  navigation,  without  protection, 
must  have  been  crushed.  It  then  stood  in  the 
same  relation  to  British  navigation,  that  our  infant 
manufactures  do  at  present  towards  the  long  ex- 
isting establishments  of  a  similar  nature  in  Great 
Britain. 

The  very  same  arguments  which  the  navigating 
interest  have  used  a^inst  this  bill^  might  have 
been  urged  in  opposition  to  the  discriminating  du- 
ties for  their  protection.  The  agriculturists,  who 
had  produce  to  be  transported  to  a  foreign  market, 
might  have  argued  that,  if  freight  could  be  pro- 
cured at  a  cheaper  rate  in  an  English  than  in  an 
American  vessel,  they  had  a  right  to  this  advan- 
tage ;  that  these  discriminatins  duties  were  boon- 
ties,  paid  by  the  great  mass  of  the  people  to  the 
navigating  interest,  and,  therefore,  they  should 
not  be  imposed.  The  shipping  merchants  might 
have  said.  Let  us  buy  where  we  can  buy  the 
cheapest,  and  sell  where  we  can  sell  the  dearest. 
If  it  be  tor  our  advantage,  permit  us,  without  the 
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payment'  of  discriioiDatiDg  duties,  to  purchase  our 
ships  in  foreign  countries.  GoTernment  should  not, 
by  legislation,  dirert  capital  from  other  branches 
into  ship-building  and  navigation.  Whenever  it 
shall  be  for  the  interest  of  individuals  to  employ  it 
in  this  manner,  it  will  be  so  employed ;  and  then, 
and  not  till  then,  will  it  be  the  interest  of  the 
nation. 

The  true  answer  to  all  the  suggestions  of  this 
nature,  which  might  have  been  urged  against 
our  discriminating  duties,  and  have  been  used 
against  the  present  bill,  is,  that  a  wise  nation,  like 
a  wise  individual,  should  be  willing  to  suffer  a 
trifling  temporary  inconvenience  in  the  besinning, 
that  it  may  attain  a  great  permanent  good  in  the 
end.  Should  you  plant  and  nourish  those  domes- 
tic manufactures  only,  which  are  congenial  to 
your  country,  and  of  which  you  possess  the  raw 
material  in  abundance ;  if,  in  their  infancy,  you 
shield  them,  by  protecting  duties,  against  destruc- 
tion from  foreign  competition  and  foreign  capital ; 
although,  for  a  short  time,  the  price  may  be  en- 
hanced to  the  consumer^  yet,  before  long,  it  will 
be  reduced  below  that  of  the  foreign  article.  Our 
experience  with  respect  to  coarse  cotton  goods 
completely  justifies  this  remark. 

But,  upon  the  present  occasion,  we  should  be 
governed  by  higher  considerations  than  these.  I 
would  vote  for  this  bill  upon  the  same  principle 
that  I  would  for  the  erection  of  a  necessary  fortifi- 
cation or  the  building  of  a  navy.  Are  not  the 
woollen  and  the  cotton  manufactures  necessary 
to  our  independence  ?  Is  a  nation  perfectly  inde- 
pendent, without  clothing  for  its  people,  without 
uon,  and  without  hemp?  Is  it  eitner  patriotic  or 
wise  to  rely  for  the  means  of  defence  upon  for- 
eign nations,  when  we  possess  them  in  abundance 
within  ourselves  ? 

In  the  days  of  peace,  whilst  those  nations  are 
all  desirous  of  pouring  their  manufactures  upon  us, 
and  of  exhausting  our  wealth  for  their  aggran- 
dizement, we  shall  experience  no  difficulty  in  ob 
taining  supplies.  But,  let  the  clouds  of  war  lower 
over  our  heads,  let  the  nation  be  deprived  of  its 
foreign  supplies,  and  cast  upon  its  own  energies 
for  its  defence,  and  what  will  then  be  our  condi- 
tion ?  The  events  of  the  late  war,  within  the  re- 
collection of  every  gentleman  on  this  floor,  afford 
the  best  answer  to  this  question.  If  there  ever 
were  a  nation  which  should  have  been  taught  wis- 
dom on  this  subject,  by  the  lessons  of  experience, 
it  is  our  own. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  been  wandering  from 
that  portion  of  the  subject,  to  which  I  promised  I 
would  confine  myself,  into  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill.  The  best  apology  which  I  can  make 
for  this  digression  is  to  return  to  it  immediately. 

I  admit,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  navigating  interest, 
in  common  with  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
country,  suffered  considerable  depression  in  conse- 
quence of  the  general  peace  in  Europe.  I  deny, 
however,  that  this  depression  was  at  all  in  propor- 
tion with  that  experienced  either  by  agriculture  or 
manufactures.  .  During  the  lon^  period  in  which 
the  nations  of  Europe  were  involved  in  war, 
we  had  a  large  portion  of  the  carrying  trade 


of  the  world.  The  general  pacification  termina- 
ted this  profitable  branch  of  commerce,  and  left 
our  navigating  interest  dependent  upon  its  own 
resources,  and  those  of  the  country.  It  will  be 
found,  however,  upon  examination,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  disadvantages  against  which  it  had 
to  contend,  the  Government  iind  the  people  of  the 
United  States  sustained  it  in  this  crisis.  It  has 
always  been  the  favorite  of  our  legislation. 

The  American  tonnage,  employed  in  foreign 
trade,  whi(;h  entered  the  ports  of  the  Uoi^ 
States,  during  the  year  ending  the  last  day  of 
September,  1823,  was  775,271  tons.  This  is 
greater  than  it  has  been  in  any  year  endiog  oa 
the  last  day  of  December,  since  1811,  except  the 
years  1816,  1817,  1819,  and  1820.  It  is  nearly 
5,000  tons  less  than  in  1817  j  but  it  is  above 
20,000  tons  more  than  in  1818,  and  upwards  of 
5,000  tons  more  than  in  1821.  The  House  will 
understand  that  I  am  now  speaking  of  the  tonaage 
which  paid  duties.  It  will  at  once  be  perceir^, 
that  this  is  greater  than  our  actual  foreign  ton- 
nage, inasmuch  as  the  same  vessel  may,  and  often 
does,  pay  duty  more  than  once  in  a  year.  If,  how- 
ever, we  look  at  the  actual  registered  tonnage  of 
the  United  States,  enga^^  in  foreign  trade,  the 
prosi>ect  is  equally  cheering.  It  has  been  grada- 
ally  increasing  for  several  years.  I  hold  a  state- 
ment of  it  in  my  hand,  from  1816  up  till  1822,  both 
inclusive ;  from  which  it  appears  that,  in  1^,  it 
amounted  to  628,150  tons.  In  1818,  it  had  been 
606,068.  Between  these  two  periods^  its  increase 
was  22,062  tons.  Although,  U^om  this  statement, 
it  appears  that,  in  1816,  it  was  800,759  tons,  in 
1817,  809,724  tons,  and  that,  in  1818,  it  was  sud- 
denly reduced  tb  606,088  tons,  yet  this  is  not  a 
true  state  of  the  case.  The  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury has  certified  that  this  sudden  decrease  arose 
"  principally  from  the  registered  tonnage  baring 
*•  been  corrected  in  1818,  by  striking  off  all  the  res- 
'  sels,  the  registers  of  which  were  granted  prior  to 
'  the  year  1815,  and  which  were  supposed  by  the 
'  collectors  to  have  been  lost  at  sea,  captured,"  &c 

Whilst  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  tonnage 
presents  nothinf^  calculated  to  produce  despond- 
ence, the  condition  of  that  employed  in  our  coast- 
ing trade  is  flourishing  beyond  example.  It  has 
been  increasing  gradually  and  rapidly  ever  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  In  1816 
I  it  amounted  to  522,164  tons.  In  1822  it  was  634,- 
188  tons.  Thus,  it  appears  that,  in  the  short  space 
of  six  years,  it  increased  more  than  100,000  tons. 
The  same  quantity  of  tonnage,  in  this  trade,  affords 
employment  to  a  much  greater  number  of  sailors 
than  in  the  forei^  trade;  and  the  actual  tonnage 
engaged  in  each  is  now  about  equal. 

This  branch  of  our  commerce  must  grow  with 
our  growth,  and  strengthen  with  our  strength. 
Human  foresight  cannot  calculate  its  future  ex- 
tent or  advantages,  should  it  be  directed  by  a  wise 
system  of  policy.  The  territory-  of  this  nation  is 
so  vast,  and  its  capacities  for  the  production  and 
manufacture  of  almost  every  article  of  necessity  or 
luxury  are  so  extensive,  that  nearly  all  our  mutual 
wants  will,  at  no  very  distant  day,  be  supplied  bf 
a  free  and  unrestricted  commerce  with  eaeh  other. 
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Besides,  this  trade  will  be  a  powerful  means  of 
perpetuatiog  cor  Union.  Providence,  by  render- 
ing the  different  portions  of  our  country  dependent 
upon  each  other,  has  laid  the  foundations  of  that 
intercourse  which  will  bind  us  together  by  the 
adamantine  bonds  of  mutual  interest  and  affec- 
tion. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  it  must  strike  every  person  with 
astonishment,  who  examines  this  subject,  that  our 
foreign  tonnage  has  not  been  greatly  diminished 
since  the  general  pacification  of  Europe.  How 
kas  this  interest  been  able  to  support  itself  at  its 
preient  amount,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  the 
foreign  carrying  trade  ?  I  answer,  by  the  aid  of 
Giorernmental  protection ;  and,  although  this  al- 
legation may  be  at  variance  with  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts^  (Mr.  Websteb,)  I 
hold  myself  bound  to  prove  it. 

In  the  year  1815  the  United  States,  believing 
her  marine  to  have  acquired  sufficient  strength 
aod  Tigor  to  sustain  a  competition  upon  equal 
terms  against  the  world,  proposed  to  all  nations  a 
fair  reciprocity  of  trade.  Bv  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March  of  that  year,  we  declared  that  we  would 
admit  into  our  ports  the  vessels  of  every  nation, 
carrying  articles  the  produce  or  manufacture  of 
such  nation,  without  levying  anr  other  tonnage  or 
impost  duty  than  was  levied  on  American  vessels ; 
provided  such  nation  would  admit  into  their  ports 
American  vessels,  laden  with  American  produce 
or  manufactures,  without  imiK)sing  any  impost  or 
tonnage  duty  beyond  that  which  was  paid  by  their 
own  vessels.  On  the  3d  July.  1815,  the  United 
States  concluded  a  commercial  convention  with 
Great  Britain,  founded  upon  these  principles,  so 
far  as  respected  our  trade  with  her  territories  in 
Europe;  but  her  possessions  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  on  the  continent  of  North  Atnerica,  were  ex- 
pressly excluded  from  its  operation. 

The  British  Gk)vernment,  after  the  general  peace 
in  Europe,  determined  to  adhere  rigidly  to  their 
colonial  system,  so  far  as  their  own  navigation 
was  concerned.  Although  they  were  willing  that 
there  should  be  a  direct  trade  bletween  the  United 
States  and  their  West  Indian  and  North  Ameri- 
can colonies,  yet  they  insisted  that  it  should  be 
carried  on  by  their  own  vessels.  The  ports  of 
these  colonies  were  therefore  cl(Med  against  Amer- 
ican vessels,  and  they  were  entirely  excluded  from 
any  participation  in  the  trade. 

What  portion  of  our  citizens  was  injured  by  the 
exclusion  of  American  tonnage  from  these  ports? 
It  was  not  the  farmer,  who  had  corn  and  flour, 
nor  the  planter,  who  had  tobaeco,  nor  the  mer- 
chant, who  had  lumber,  to  be  transported  to  mar- 
ket. To  them  it  was  a  matter  of  no  importance, 
whether  these  articles  were  carried  to  the  West 
Indies  in  an  English  or  an  American  vessel.  In 
either  case,  they  could  be  exchanged  for  the  same 
quantity  of  mm,  sugar,  or  molasses.  It  was  the 
navigating  mterest  alone,  which  was  directly  in- 
jured by  this  regulation.  No  other  class  of  society 
had  any  concern  in  the  question,  except  that  gen- 
eral one,  which  everv  good  citizen  ought  to  feel  in 
protecting  the  useful  establishments  of  his  coun- 
try.   Our  navigating  interest  petitioned  Congress 


for  relief.  What  was  the  consequence?  For  their 
benefit,  we  conceived  the  bold  design  of  compell- 
ing Great  Britain  to  abandon  her  colonial  system, 
and  to  break  those  fetters  in  which  she  had  for 
ages  bound  this  portion  of  her  trade.  On  the  18th 
April,  1818,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
passed  a  law,  declaring  that  "the  ports  of  the 
^  United  States  shall  be  and  remain  cfosed  against 
'  every  vessel  owned  whoUjr  or  in  part  by  a  subject 
'  or  subjects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  coming  or 
'  arriving  from  any  port  or  place  in  a  colony  or 
'  territory  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  that  is  or  shall 
'  be,  by  the  ordinary  laws  of  navigation  and  trade, 
'  closed  agains;  vesseb  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
'  United  States."  The  provisions  of  this  act  were 
considerably  extended  by  those  of  the  supplemen- 
tary act  of  the  15th  May,  1820. 

What,  then,  were  the  weapons  with  which  we 
commenced  this  great  undertaking?  For  its  ac- 
coQiplishment,  we  depended  altogether  upon  the 
patience  and  patriotism  of  our  people.  The  con- 
test was,  whether  our  citizens  interested  in  the 
trade  with  the  British  colonies,  or  those  colonies, 
could  the  longest,  and  with  the  most  fortitude,  en- 
dure its  destruction.  How  much  those  citizens 
suffered,  for  the  benefit  of  the  navigation  of  the 
country,  will  appear  from  the  very  able  memorial 
from  Norfolk^  which  was  presented  during  the 
first  session  of  the  last  Congress.  The  memorial- 
bts  urged  the  repeal  of  these  acts.  They  stated 
their  conviction,  that  the  attempt  to  compel  Great 
Britain  to  abandon  her  colonial  svstem  was  alto^ 
gether  hopeless j  as  she  had  "often  and  openly 
avowed  her  determination  not  to  abandon  it  but 
with  her  existence."  They  declared  that,  under 
the  operation  of  the  existing  laws,  their  farmers, 
their  merchants,  their  dealers  in  timber  and  lum- 
ber, in  fact  all  classes  of  their  citizens  were  de- 
prived, in  a  great  measure,  of  their  former  resources, 
and  were,  many  of  them,  burdened  with  debts 
which  they  were  unable  to  pay.  This  picture, 
drawn  by  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk,  of  their  suf- 
ferings lor  the  benefit  of  our  naviffation^  is  appli- 
cable to  every  other  part  of  the  Union  interested 
in  the  trade  with  the  British  West  Indies. 

The  spirit  of  the  country,  however,  nobly  sus- 
tained its  navigation  in  this  contest.  The  great 
agricultural  interest  stood  unmoved.  They  were 
willing  to  suffer  for  the  benefit  of  the  ship  owners. 
Congress  refused  to  repeal  these  acts. 

Our  bold  policy  finally  triuinphed,  and,  on  the 
24th  June.  1822,  an  act  of  the  British  Parliameiit 
repealed  tneir  colonial  system  in  favor  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  opened  their  ports  in  the  West 
Indies  and  North  America  to  vessels  belonging  to 
our  citizens.  And  yet,  notwithstanding,  the  navi- 
gating interest  complain  that  they  have  been  lef^ 
unprotected  by  the  Government  to  struggle  against 
the  world. 

Here,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  will  take  leave  to  remark, 
that  I  was  astonished  to  hear  it  alleged  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,) 
that  this  concession,  made  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment in  favor  of  our  navigation,  was  an  evidence 
that  they  were  departing  from  their  restrictive 
system.    No,  sir ;  if  it  proves  any  thing,  it  is  the 
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efficiency  of  this  system.  This  concession  was 
extorted  from  them  by  the  adoption  of  our  coun- 
tervailing restrictions,  and  is  strong  testimony  in 
favor  of  the  power  of  that  policy,  when  properly 
exercised,  to  obtain  justice  from  foreign  nations. 
However  much  English  statesmen  may  talk  about 
the  new  doctrine  of  the  freedom  of  trade,  they 
take  care  to  act,  in  every  case  of  importance,  upon 
their  old  principles.  It  is,  therefore,  not  improba- 
ble, that  the  scraps  of  speeches  made  by  my  Lord 
Liverpool,  and  others,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  WEsaTER)  has  collected  and 
read  to  this  House,  have  found  their  way  to  the 
very  market  for  which  they  were  intended.  Should 
this  bill  be  defeated  at  the  present  session,  as  I 
trust  it  will  not,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  we  shall 
have  a  fresh  supply  of  the  same  articles  imported 
before  the  next  session  of  Congress.  In  Great 
Britain  they  dread  nothing  more  than  the  adop- 
tion by  our  country  of  that  system,  which  the 
Speaker  has  aptly 'styled  the  American  policy. 
Rest  assured,  sir,  tney  will  leave  no  means  untried 
to  define  it. 

I  will  mention  one  other  example  to  show  with 
what  care,  and  at  what  expense  to  the  other  in- 
terests of  the  countrjr,  this  Oovernment  has  fos- 
tered, and  I  admit  wisely,  its  navigation.  France, 
immediately  after  she  had  extricated  herself  from 
the  lonff  wars  in  which  she  had  been  involved, 
devoted  herself  to  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  of 
peace.  Among  other  things,  she  immediately  di- 
rected her  attention  towards  her  marine.  She  was 
anxious  to  obtain  the  exclusive  privilege  of  carry- 
ing thoee  of  our  productions  which  she  used  in 
her  manufactures.  For  this  purpose  she  estab- 
lished discriminating  duties,  m  favor  of  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  potashes,  imported  in  her  own  ves- 
sels, ^which  are  equivalent  to  a  tonnage  duty  of 
from  $18  to  $21  per  ton.  The  navigating  interest 
of  the  United  States  took  the  alarm,  and  memo- 
rialized Congress  upon  the  subject.  To  that  in- 
terest Congress  never  lent  a  deaf  ear.  On  the  15th 
of  May,  1820,  an  act  passed,  which  imposed  a 
eoontervailinff  duty  of^  $18  per  ton,  upon  all 
French  vessels  entering  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  The  consequence  of  this  measure  was  the 
suspension,  in  a  great  decree,  of  the  direct  trade 
between  this  country  and  France.  That  profita- 
ble branch  of  our  commerce  was  at  once  sacrificed 
to  promote  the  interests  of  our  navigation.  The 
House  will  readily  perceive  to  what  degree  that 

EortioQ  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who 
ad  commodities  to  be  carried  to  market  in  France, 
must  have  suffered  under  the  operation  of  this 
system.  They,  however,  suffered  without  mur- 
muring ;  because  they  knew  that  their  misfortunes 
were  intended  to  benefit  that  class  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  concerned  in  navi^tion. 

Our  conntervailinff  duties  on  French  tonnage 
produced  the  desired  effect.  On  the  24th  June, 
1822,  the  very  day  on  which  the  British  Pariia- 
ment  opened  their  colonial  ports  to  our  vessels, 
the  convention  with  France  was  concluded,  which 
placed  our  carrying  trade  with  that  country  upon 
a  fair  and  reciprocal  basis. 
From  this  brief  history,  we  have  learned  that 


the  patience  and  patriotism  of  the  people  of  this 
country  have  obtained  for  their  foreign  nariga- 
tion,  a  signal  triumph  over  both  England  and 
France ;  and  have  opened  new  and  profitable 
avenues  for  its  enterprise.  And  yet  the  Kepresen- 
tatives  of  that  interest  upon  this  floor,  complaio 
loudly  that  it  has  been  left  unprotected.  They 
make  this  complaint  in  the  face  of  a  system  of 
legislation  in  its  favor,  which  is  unparalleled  io 
the  annals  of  the  country  in  regard  to  any  other 
object.  The  Government  watched  over  xM  in- 
fancy with  parental  care,  and  afforded  it  protec- 
tion against  foreign  rivals,  whilst  such  protection 
was  necessary.  When  it  had  attained  sufficient 
vigor  to  fear  no  rival — when  a  fair  competition 
With  all  nations  was  that  which  it  most  desired, 
the  Gk>vemment  obtained  for  it  this  importaDt 
advantage.  Now,  when  it  is  in  a  prosperoas  sit- 
uation, having  got  every  thing  which  it  asked,  it 
is  the  first  to  cry  out  a^nst  affording  a  compar- 
atively trifline  protection  to  other  branches  of 
American  industry.  Is  this  gratitude?  Is  it 
even-handed  justice  ?  Is  it  doing  unto  others  as 
you  would  they  should  do  unto  you  ? 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  prove,  that  the  navifa- 
tion  of  the  country  is  perfectly  able  to  bear  the 
additional  duty  upon  hemp  and  iron  proposed  in 
the  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Mann- 
factures.  In  order  to  establish  this  position,  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  add  much  to  what  I  hare 
already  said.  For  the  sake  of  the  argument,  I 
shall  suppose,  with  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Webster,)  that  the  small  addi- 
tional duties  upon  these  articles  will  be  permanent 
additional  buraens  to  that  amount  imposed  upon 
our  navigation.  Even  under  this  view  of  the 
subject,  that  interest  is  able  to  bar  them ;  and 
considering  what  has  been  done  for  it  by  the 
country,  ought  to  bear  them  for  the  common  good, 
without  a  murmur. 

The  House,  I  feel  certain,  will  understand,  I  do 
not  admit  that  these  additional  duties  will  continue 
to  be  additional  burdens  upon  the  navigating 
interest.  On  the  contrary,  I  firmly  believe  that 
the  domestic  competition  which  must  neeessan'if 
spring  up  under  this  protection,  will,  in  a  fer 
years,  reduce  the  price  both  of  hemp  and  of  iron. 

These  additional  duties  cannot  injure  the  ton- 
nage employed  in  our  coasting  trade.  This  por- 
tion of  our  navigation,  which,  m  1822,  was  nearly 
equal  to  that  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  and  which 
must  increase  rapidlr,  has  no  competition  to  dread. 
It  enjoys  a  monopoly.  It  will,  tnerefore,  sastaio 
no  loss  in  consequence  of  the  additional  duties, 
because,  in  proportion  as  you  enhance  the  prieeof 
the  vessel,  you  will  increase  the  freight.  The  cass 
might  be  different,  if  foreign  competition  ir^^ 
not  altogether  excluded.  Would  it  not,  then,  b^ 
just,  that  this  portion  of  our  tonnage  should  he 
compelled  to  use  the  hemp  and  iron  of  our  own 
production,  even  at  an  advanced  price?  We 
nave  established  a  prohibitory  system  in  its  favor- 
should  not,  then,  the  same  rule  be  adopted  in  ^^^ 
of  our  farmers  and  manufacturers,  at  least  so  far 
as  respects  the  hemp  and  iron  necessary  in  the 
construction  and  repair  of  the  vessels  which  it 
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emplors  1  Tlie  bill  before  the  House,  however, 
instead  of  proceed ing  thus  far,  only  imposes  a 
small  additional  doty  upon  these  articles,  and  yet 
it  has  been  denounced,  as  though  it  would  pros- 
trate the  navigation  of  the  country. 

I  admit,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  our  foreign  tonnage 
must  enter  into  competition  with  the  world,  and, 
therefore,  it  stands  upon  a  different  basis  from  that 
employed  in  our  coasting  trade.  Under  these 
circamstances,  can  it  endure  the  proposed  addi- 
tiooal  duties  ?  1  answer  boldly  in  the  affirmative. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wsb- 
STsa)  has  stated,  that  all  the  materials  of  ship 
building,  except  the  timber,  are  cheaper  in  Eng- 
land than  in  this  country.  ^ 

This  may  be^  and  no  doubt  is  the  case.  But  is 
not  timber  the  chjef,  and  by  far  the  most  expen- 
sire  material  in  the  construction  of  a  ship?  In 
Bogland  they^  are  compelled  to  purchase  this  ar- 
ticle in  foreign  countries,  and  to  pay  the  heav^ 
expense  of  its  transportation  ;  whilst  we  possess  it 
in  abundance  at  home.  The  consequence  is,  that 
a  ship  of  the  same  tonnase  may  be  built  much 
cheaper  in  this  country  than  in  England.  We 
hare  the  testimony  of  the  Mercantile  Society  of 
New  York  to  this  effect.  The  Committee  of 
Maaufactures,  before  they  irqiorted  their  bill  to 
this  House  in  January,  1831,  addreswed  certain 
qaestions  to  that  Society,  two  of  which,  with  their 
answers,  I  will  take  leave  to  read  to  the  House : 


m*  What  is  the  cost  of  a  British  ship  of 
say  300  tons  ?  What  of  an  Ameriesn  of  the  same 
fores  sod  bnrdMi ;  and,  generally,  the  diflerenee  in 
the  piico  of  shipping,  by  the  ton,  in  each  oountiy, 
eoBiplelely  eqnmped  1 

Answor.  A  British  ship  of  300  tons,  sqaippod  lor 
MS,  will  cost  $34^000,  or  1180  per  ton.  An  American 
ship  of  the  same  qnality,  will  cost  $  18,000  or  960  per 
ton. 

Qocstion.  The  quantity  of  iron  and  cordage  to  the 
100  loos  of  shipping  1 

Answer.  It  will  require  i  tons  of  iron,  1,500  lbs.  of 
copper  bolts,  4|  tons  cordage,  and  SO  bolts  of  duck  to 
the  100  tons." 

In  answer  to  another  question,  the  same  Society 
state,  that  ''  foreign  vessels  would  not  have  a  pre- 

*  ference,  in  our  ports,  over  American  buUt  vessels, 
^  unless  at  a  reduction  in  freight  of  25  per  cent,  or 

*  adTtnta|geseqaivaleat,at  theport  of  destination." 

Thus,  it  appears  that  the  additional  duty  of  $7 
50  per  ton,  proposed  upon  iron  by  the  bill,  as  re- 
ported, on  a  ship  of  300  toQB  burden,  would  amount 
only  to  $90,  and  that  upon  hemp  would  be  equal 
to  aboot $200.  How,  then,  sir,  can  this  additional 
duty  of  S290  upon  a  ship  of  300  tons,  seriously 
iojure.  much  less  destroy,  our  navigation  ?  Is  it 
p)ssible  we  can,  in  the  slightest  degree,  bealaroMd 
by  such  a  eiaaaoff  when  we  consider  that  a  vessel 
(n  this  description  now  costs,  in  England,  our 
^cat  rival  in  navigation,  $6,000  more  than  it  does 
m  our  country  ? 

It  has  been  urged,  by  the  gentleman  f^om  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  vVebstbr,)  against  the  proposed 
additional  duties  on  hemp>and  iron,  that  if  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  these  articles  to  supply  the  do- 
mestic demandi  were  produced  in  this  country. 


I  that  our  navigating  interest  would  lose  their 
freight  from  Russia  and  Sweden.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
B.,  has  it  come  to  this  ?  Shall  we  be  compelled 
to  purchase  articles  in  foreign  countries  ior  no 
other  reason  but  to  increase  the  employment  for 
our  navigation?  Are  all  the  other  interests  of 
the  country  to  be  sacrificed,  that  the  welfare  of 
this  one  may  be  promoted  ?  I  trust  not.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  bare  statement  of  this  argu- 
ment is  its  best  refutation.  We  are  asked  to  buy 
hemp  and  iron  from  foreigners — ^we  are  called 
upon  to  transport  our  wealth  to  distant  countries 
to  pay  for  these  articles~4md  for  what  reason  1 
Not  that  we  cannot  produce  them  in  abundance 
for  ourselves ;  not  that  we  need  them ;  but  simply 
because  the  favored  class  of  our  citizens  concerned 
in  navigation  want  to  enjoy  the  advantaj^es  re- 
sulting from  their  carriage.  You  must,  ^ir,  pur-* 
chase  the  merchandise,  that  they  may  receive  the 
freight.  I  am  glad  the  gentleman  has  come  put 
boldly  and  avowed  this  position. 

After  what  I  have  already  said,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary I  should  add  a  few  words  only,  concerning 
the  Navy ;  because  it  is  manifest  that  it  cannot  be 
injured  by  the  additional  duties  upon  hemp  and 
iron,  if  I  have  taken  a  correct  view  of  their  ope* 
ration  upon  our  ship  building  and  our  navigatioa. 
I  feel  myself  constrained,  however,  to  maae  ooe 
or  two  observations  on  this  sobiect. 

I  am  a  sincere  friend  to  the  Navy.  Ooe  of  the 
earliest  political  maxims  impressed  upon  my  mind 
was,  that  it  would  be  our  most  safe  and  natural 
bulwark  against  foreign  invasion.  This  opinion 
has  been  confirmed  by  the  victories  which  it 
achieved  during  the  late  war — ^victories  which 
have  equally  covered  both  itself  and  the  nation 
with  glory.  I  would,  therefore,  warn  its  true 
friends  to  have  a  care  how  they  introduce  it  into 
every  debate  upon  the  subject  of  this  tariff.  Like 
all  the  other  institutions  of  this  country,  it  must 
depend,  for  its  support,  upon  public  opiiiion. 
Withdraw  that  from  it,  and  it  must  and  will  sink. 
Are  those  gentlemen,  then,  its  genuine  friends 
who  wield  it  as  the  chief  weapon  of  opposition 
against  the  present  bill  ? 

If,  whenever  any  measure  calculated  to  promote 
the  domestic  industry  of  the  country,  and  to  ben- 
efit its  landed  interest,  shall  be  introduced  into 
Congress,  the  cry  is  resounded,  that  it  cannot  be 
adopted,  because  thereby  you  may  injure  the 
Navy  ;  the  people  will  at  last  beain  to  believe  that 
there  is  something  incorapatibfe  between  their 
prosperity  and  its  existence.  If  they  shall  at  any 
time  be  impressed  with  this  conviction,  which  I 
trust  in  Qod  they  never  may,  but  to  which  the 
course  of  argument  that  has  been  pursued  by  theene- 
mies  of  this  bill  directly  leads,  its  swift  destruction 
will  be  the  inevitable  consequence.  The  people 
will  not  continue  to  sustain  an  institution  which 
they  have  been  taught  to  believe  stands  as  a  per- 
petual barrier  against' the  adoption  of  any  system, 
calculated  to  encourage  the  agriculture  and  man- 
ufactures of  the  country,  and  tor  the  promotion  of 
whose  glory  their  own  welfare  must  be  the  sac- 
rifice. The  Navy  has  nothing  to  fear  except  from 
such  friends  and  from  itself.    Recent  events  have 
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alarmed  its  true  friends  with  serious  apprehensions 
that  it  has  become  intoxicated  with  prosperity, 
and  has  been  relaxing  in  discipline.  If,  at  this 
moment,  when  such  impressions  are  abroad 
throughout  the  land,  it  shall  be  made  the  instru- 
ment by  which  this- bill  shall  be  defeated,  and  you 
should  pass  the  one  now  on  your  table  creating  a 
magnificent  establishment  of  vice  admirals  and 
rear  admirals,  the  consequence  may  be  iustly 
dreaded.  Should  these  measures  not  shake  its 
standing  in  the  opinion  of  thepeople,  I  confess  for 
one  I  shall  be  disappointed.  Thanking  the  House 
for  their  attention.  I  shaU  not  trouble  them  longer 
upon  the  subject,  naving  already  said  much  more 
than  I  intended  when  I  rose. 

When  Mr.  Bochanan  had  taken  his  seat — 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose,  and  said 
he  regretted  that  the  motion  now  submitted,  to  re- 
duce the  proposed  duty  on  iron,  compelled  him  to 
depart  from  the  determination  he  had  formed  not 
to  trouble  the  House  with  any  remarks  of  his  upon 
this  subject.  But  when  he  saw,  in  this  motion,  a 
blow  aimed  at  the  vital  interests  of  those  whom 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent  upon  this  floor,  it 
would  be  a  culpable  dereliction  of  public  duty  in 
him  to  remain  silent.  He  did  not  intend,  how- 
ever, he  said,  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  the 
general  principles  of  the  bill,  further  than  was  ne- 
cessary to  meet  and  obviate  the  arguments  which 
had  been  employed  by  gentlemen  who  had  sup- 
ported the  proposition  now  under  consideration. 

The  objections  urged  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Fuller)  who  first 
addressed  you,  are  in  substance  these :  That  the 
proposed  increase  of  dutj  on  iron  would  impair 
the  revenue ;  injure  the  farmer ;  tax  all  classes  of 
the  community ;  destroy  the  business,  and  increase 
the  burdens  of  commerce  and  navigation ;  pros- 
trate the  Navy ;  create  monopolies ;  shut  the  ports 
of  Russia  against  our  produce — and  all  for  the 
benefit  of  a  few  overgrown  and  wealthy  iron 
masters.  This,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  believed  was  a 
fair  and  full  statement  of  the  grounds  of  opposi- 
tion assumed,  not  only  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, (Mr.  Fuller,)  but  also  by  his  colleagues, 
(Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Reed,)  as  well  as  the 
gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  and  Virginia, 
(Messrs.  McDdffib  and  Randolph.) 

In  the  first  place,  Mr.  S.  said,  it  would  be  prop- 
er to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  this  proposition, 
fraught  with  such  direful  consequences.  It  was, 
he  said,  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  proposition 
to  add  thirty-seven  cents  a  hundred  to  tne  existing 
duty  on  bar  iron,  equal  to  9?  40  cents  per  ton — 
not  a  protecting,  but  a  mere  revenue  duty. 

The  quantity  of  iron  consumed  in  the  United 
States  was  estimated  at  45,000  tons  per  annum. 
During  the  existence  of  the  embargo,  non-inter- 
course, and  wan  which  created  a  necessitjr  for  the 
domestic  manufacture  of  this  article,  capital  to  a 
large  amount  was  invested,  iron  works  sprung  up 
in  almost  every  part  of  the  country,  and  the  home 
supply  was  soon  equal  to  the  demand.  However, 
peace  was  soon  restored,  which  again  let  in  the 
foreign  article.  Still  our  infant  establishments 
maintained  the  unequal  contest  successfully,  un- 


til Congress  interposed,  not  to  protect  bot  to  de- 
stroy them ;  and  by  the  iniquitous  tariff  of  1816, 
which  increased  the  duties  upon  sugar,  6lc.^  near 
one  hundred  per  cent.,  reduced  the  duty  upon  iron 
from  thirty-two  per  cent.no  nine  dollars  per  too. 
This  gave  the  death  blow  to  the  American  manu- 
factures. They  sunk  one  after  another — the  im- 
portations increased  regularly  every  year,  until 
they  rose  from  3,000  to  33,787  tons  per  aaDum, 
leaving  about  12,000  tons  for  domestic  production  ; 
and  the  importation  of  pig  iron  had  also  increased, 
from  104  tons  to  3,000  per  annum.  But,  sir,  we 
are  told  bv  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Fuller)  that  the  Russians,  (from 
whom  we  get  the  most  of  our  iron)  are  poor,  and 
if  we  do  not  buy  their  iron  they  cannot  buy  our 
produce.  The  gentleman  feels  no  regret  for  the 
xate  of  the  American  manufacturer  who  is  thus 
destroyed — the  American  laborer  who  is  thus  left 
without  employ  and  without  bread — the  Ameri- 
can farmer  who  is  thus  left  without  a  market  for 
his  produce — but  his  sympathies  are  all  alive  for 
the  poor  serfs  and  Cossacks  of  His  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  lest  they 
should  starve  for  want  of  our  produce.  But,  sir, 
do  they  take  our  produce  for  their  iron  ?  No,  sir ; 
thev  are  not  such  fools  as  to  follow  our  example, 
ana  take  from  us  what  they  can  produce  at  home. 
Sir,  thev  take  almost  nothing  but  your  cash.  How 
stands  the  account  ?  Last  year  we  imported  from 
Russia  to  the  amount  of  $2,258,797 ;  while  the 
amount  of  domestic  produce  exported  to  Russia 
amounted  to  only  ^1,635 ;  leaving  a  balance  to 
be  paid  in  cash,  of  92,207,162.  So  much  for  the 
often  repeated  argument  that  we  must  buy  from 
Russia,  or  Russia  would  not  buy  from  us.  We 
give  at  the  rate  of  $44  for  their  produce,  and  get 
back  one  for  ours.  Such  a  poKcy  as  this  would 
ruin  any  nation.  No  wonder  that,  with  such  a 
system,  our  currency  was  reduced  in  three  years 
from  one  hundred  and  ten  to  forty-five  millions ; 
no  wonder  that  our  stocks,  and  every  thing  trans- 
ferrable,  was  remitted  to  Europe  to  pay  an  unfa- 
vorable balance  of  trade;  no  wonder  that  af  ricul- 
ture,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  were  all  alike 
struggling  for  their  existence.  If  there  is,  how- 
ever, continued  Mr.  S.,  any  article  we  ought  to 
manufacture  above  all  others,  an  article  for  which 
we  should  be  independent  of  the  world,  he  con- 
tended that  it  was  vnm  ;  it  was  equally  necessary 
in  peace  and  in  war  ;  it  was  intimately  connected 
with  the'  defence  of  the  country — as  much  so  as 
powder  and  ball.  Our  country,  he  said,  abounded 
with  ore,  with  coal,  provisions,  every  thing  neces- 
sary for  its  mannracture,  and  the  raw  material 
was  useless  for  any  other  purpose;  the  capital 
was  already  vested,  and  labor  unemployed,  wnieh 
wanted  but  the  vivifying  touch  of  Government 
patronage  and  protection,  to  spring  at  once  into 
successiul  operation,  saving  miUions  to  the  nation, 
afibrding  a  market  to  the  farmer,  and  employment 
to  labor. 

But,  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Cambrelbng,)  that  our  iron  is  not  so 
good  as  the  imported — that  it  is  not  suitable  for 
the  manufacture  of  cannon.    And,  sir,  is  it  come 
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to  this?  Are  we  to  depend  on  Europe  for  our 
eanooo  ?  Is  this  nation,  boasting  of  its  independ- 
ence, to  look  to  Burooe.  to  the  Holy  Alliance,  for 
the  means  of  national  defence?  He  disputed  the 
fact  of  inferioritv.  The  cannon,  as  well  as  those 
who  manoeuvred  them,  during  the  late  war^  were 
parelf  American ;  and  where,  sir,  is  the  evidence 
of  their  inferiority  7  He  feariessl v  affirmed  that 
neither  the  metal  of  our  guns,  nor  toe  metal  of  our 
men,  were  ever  surpassed.  He  would  appeal  for 
jH-Qof  to  the  splendid  achievements  on  tne  plains 
of  Bridgewater  and  New  Orleans — to  the  glorious 
deeds  on  Erie  and  the  ocean. 

Mr.  S.  then  went  on  to  another  objection  urged 
by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Breck,)  who  said  we  must 
wait  till  we  acquire  capital  and  skill.  These,  he 
contended,  were  in  existence,  and  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  this  measure  to  put  them  in  motion.  Du- 
nn? the  war  there  was  no  want  of  either  capital 
or  skill.  Though  they  were  put  down  at  present 
by  an  unwise  and  ruinous  policy,  yet  he  hoped,  by 
the  adoption  of  this  measure,  they  would  be  re- 
snscitaied.  If  bis  colleague,  he  said,  wished  (o 
create  capital  and  skill,  the  only  way  to  arrive  at 
his  object  was  to  pass  this  bill.  He  would  wait 
forever,  if  he  withheld  protection  and  encourage- 
ment, which  was  the  breath  that  gave  being,  life, 
and  motion  to  industry,  capital,  and  skill,  in  every 
country  where  they  were  seen  to  prosper.  Gen- 
tlemen might  ransack  all  history,  ancient  and 
modem,  and  they  could  not  find  a  single  instance 
to  the  contrary. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Mc- 
DuFHE,)  continued  Mr.  S.,  has  contended,  with 
more  ingenuity  than  force,  that  the  country  could 
not  furnish  the  article  in  question,  and  that  the 
only  effect  would  be  to  increase  the  doty,  which 
operated  as  a  tax  upon  the  whole  community, 
without  benefiting  the  manufacturer — he  also  con- 
tended that  it  woatd  Impair  the  revenue.  Mr.  S. 
said  he  could  not  comprehend  how  the  tax  on  the 
imported  article  could  be  increased,  and  the  reve- 
nue diminished ;  hoth  positions,  he  con  tended,  could 
not  be  correct — the  duty  and  the  revenue  were  the 
same.  If  the  daty  was  increased  on  an  article 
imported,  the  revenue  must,  of  necessity,  be  in- 
creased in  the  5ame  proportion.  But  it  appeared 
that  the  effect  of  a  measure  on  the  revenue,  did  not 
depend  on  the  nature  of  the  measure  itself,  but 
upon  the  source  from  which  it  originated.  A  bill 
was  reported  daring  the  last  Congress^  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means^  in  which,  (ac- 
cording to  the  recommendation  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.)  a  duty  of  $20  per  ton  was  proposed 
on  iron,  not  lor  protection,  but  to  increase  the  rev- 
enae.  Now,  when  the  same.duty  is  recommended 
by  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  together  with 
fifty  or  sixty  other  items  of  that  revenue  bill,  at 
the  same  rate  of  duties,  we  are  told  it  will  ruin  the 
rerenoe.  So  that  the  same  duties,  when  proposed 
by  the  "  Ways  and  Means,"  will  improve  the  re- 
Yenae,  which,  when  proposed  by  the  ^*  Manufac- 
tures,*' will  destroy  the  revenue,  and  lead  to  direct, 
taxation.  Such  arguments  mi^ht  do  to  frighten 
and  alarm  the  people ;  but,  for  his  part,  he  did  not 
believe  there  was  any  witchcraft  in  the  word  ^'  man- 
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ufactures,'^  which  could  thus  change  the  effect  and 
operation  of  this  measure.  He  had  no  doubt  but 
that  this  bill  would  greatly  promote  the  prosperity 
of  the  farmers  and  manufacturers,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  add  several  millions  per  annum  to  the  reve- 
nue. The  true  plan  to  increase  the  revenue,  ac- 
cording to  his  judgment,  Mr.  S.  said,  was,  by  a 
wise  policy,  to  increase  the  wealth  and  resources 
of  the  people  who  pay  it.  Cherish  and  sustain 
your  own  industry;  rely  upon  your  own  means; 
developeand  bring  into  activity  your  own  vast  re- 
sources; keep  your  money  at  home;  buy  less  and 
sell  more ;  in  short,  make  a  rich  and  prosperous 
people,  and  you  will  make  a  rich  and  flourishing 
Treasury— depress  the  people,  and  the  revenue 
would  sink  with  them.  The  revenue  derived  from 
imposts,  he  contended,  would  always  be  in  pro- 
portion to  the  ability  of  the  people  to  purchase  and 
consume  foreign  products ;  those  who  now  merely 
raised  bread  enough  to  live  upon,  would,  if  em- 
ployed in  manufactures,  be  able  to  consume  tea, 
conee,  sugar,  and  other  articles,  which  paid  an 
enormous  revenue  to  the  public  Treasury. 

To  illustrate  this,  he  would,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  refer  to  a  few  facts  which  fell  within 
his  personal  knowledge  and  observation.  In  the 
county  in  which  he  resided^  during  the  late  war, 
and  at  its  close,  there  were  in  successful  and  pros- 
perous operation  some  twenty  or  thirty  iron  works, 
of  different  kinds,  employing  perhaps  fifty  persons 
each,  and  saving  to  the  nation  from  ore  (which 
now  remains  buried  and  useless)  near  $500,000  a 
year.  Attached  to  many  of  these  works  were 
found  stores  of  foreign  goods,  supplying  the  work- 
men and  others,  to  the  amount  of  say  $2,000  per 
annum — mostly  groceries,  tea.  coffee,  sugar,  dbc. — 
of  which  nearly  one  half  of  tne  whoL*  price  went 
into  the  public  Treasury,  in  the  shape  of  duties. 
Since  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  the  repeal  of 
the  protecting  duties  in  1816,  these  works,  he  said, 
had  been  mostlv  abandoned ;  their  owners  were 
ruined  and  insolvent;  the  miserable  hands  were 
turned  adrift  without  employment;  the  farmer, 
who  then  received  from  fifty  to  eighty  cents  per 
bushel  for  his  grain,  was  now  unable  to  get  half 
that  amount;  the  Government  had  lost  the  thou- 
sands of  revenue  derived  from  the  sale  and*  con- 
sumption of  foreign  goods;  and  commerce  and 
navigation  had  lost  the  profits  of  their  importation. 
The  nation  was  impoverished  by  the  annual  loss 
of  millions  of  money,  which  now  went  to  support 
and  enrich  the  farmers  and  manufacturers  of  Eng- 
land and  Russia,  instead  of  our  own,  who  were 
suffering  for  want  of  a  market.  Land,  and  its 
produce,  property  of  every  kind,  had  depreciated 
more  than  100  per  cent.,  producing  the  most 
heart-rending  scenes  of  distress,  embarrassment, 
sacrifice,  and  bankruptcy^  among  those  who  lately 
enjoyed  the  most  cheering  and  flattering  pros- 
pects. Sir,  upon  what  principle  can  such  policy 
as  this  be  justified  or  defended?  He  put  it  to 
honorable  gentlemen  to  say,  whether  they  could 
look  on  such  a  scene  with  indifference ;  whether 
they  could  reconcile  it  to  their  consciences  to  give 
a  vote  which  would  withhold  protection  from 
their  suffering  fellow-citizens,  who  were  strug- 
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gling  with  the  boors  of  Ransia  and  Sweden  ?  He 
oped  the  protection  would  be  granted ;  if  not  for 
the  sake  oi  the  manufacturer,  he  asked  it  for  the 
sake  of  the  fanner ;  for  the  sake  of  the  revenue ; 
for  the  merchant;  for  the  nation ;  it  was  demand- 
ed hy  every  thing  American — by  every  proud  and 
patriotic  feeling.  But,  sir,  even  if  it  would  di- 
minish the  revenue,  (which  he  by  no  means  ad- 
mitted,) and  created  a  necessity  for  an  excise,  still 
why  was  an  impost  preferable  to  an  excise  ?  They 
were  both  equally  a  tax  upon  the  people.  They 
were  paid  by  the  consumer.  The  only  difference 
was,  tiiat  the  impost  was  paid  upon  the  consump- 
tion of  the  products  of  foreign  industry,  and  the 
excise  was  paid  upon  our  own.  The  impost  was 
a  kind  of  financial  trick,  by  which  the  people  were 
compelled  to  pay  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of 
taxes  without  their  knowledge ;  it  was  taken  out 
of  their  pockets  without  tbeir  observing  it,  while 
they  paid  the  excise  with  their  eyes  open ;  and 
they  wouldp  therefore,  look  to  its  appropriation 
and  expenditure  by  those  who  represented  them. 
This  would  check  extravagance  and  promote  econ- 
omy, which  was  the  life  and  soul  of  Republican 
Government.  Extravagance  and  prodigality  al- 
ways led  the  way  to  aristocracy,  when  the  few 
fed  and  fattened  on  the  hard  earnings  of  the 
many.  Besides,  he  contended  that  the  revenue 
derived  from  imposts  was  precarious  and  uncer- 
tain. In  time  or  war  it  failed,  when  it  was  most 
wanted ;  the  whole  price  of  the  article  consumed 
was  lost  to  the  nation,  and  went  to  support  the 
industry  of  foreign  countries,  to  the  destruction 
of  our  own.  It  was  a  most  miserable  policy,  which 
sent  millions  out  of  the  countiy  to  purchase  what 
we  could  and  ought  to  produce  at  home,  for  the 
sake  of  obtaininfi;  a  few  thousand  dollars  of  rev- 
enue upon  it.  which  was  ultimately  paid  by  the 
people.  In  tne  case  of  excise,  the  money  was  re- 
tained and  kept  in  circulation  to  reward  our  own 
industry;  and  $10,  which  changed  hands  once  a 
day,  was  better  than  Sd^OOO,  which  changed  hands 
once  a  year. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ranoolph)  that  this 
duty  on  iron  will  oppress  the  poor;  that  it  will 
tax  the  farmer,  who,  having  no  market  for  his 
corn,  cannot  buy  iron,  and  "will  be  compelled  to 
plough  his  fields  with  a  crooked  stick."  Sir,  the 
object  of  this  bill  is  to  give  to  our  farmers  a  mar- 
ket. Iron  works  consumed  immense  quantities  of 
grain,  and  would  gladly  give  iron  in  payment; 
whereas,  in  Europe,  they  refuse  our  grain,  and  re- 
quire cash.  He  could  safely  assert,  upon  the  best 
evidence,  that  there  were  single  manufactories  in 
the  United  States  which  consumed,  annually, 
more  of  our  grain  than  both  England  and  France 
put  together,  from  whom  we  purchased  to  the 
amount  of  thirty  or  forty  millions  a  year.  He 
would  refer  the  honorable  sentletnan  to  the  far- 
mer himself:  aj^k  him  whether  the  erection  of 
manijfacturing  establishments  in  his  neighborhood 
will  injure  his  farm  or  his  business ;  whether  it 
will  compel  him  to  "plough  with  a  crooked 
stick?"  But,  says  the  gentleman,  it  will  oppress 
the  poor,  and  tax  all  classes.    Let  gentlemen,  be- 


fore they  pronounce  the  proposed  addition  of  37 
cents  a  nundred  on  iron  oppressive,  look  to  some 
of  the  existing  duties. 

By  the  existing  tariff,  which  is  too  sacred  to  be 
touched  or  altered,  you  impose  duties  varying 
from  50  to  180  per  cent,  on  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  salt, 
dbc,  articles  consumed  by  the  poor,  while  many 
of  the  most  refined  luxuries,  jewelry,  dbc,  pay  but 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent.  According  to  the  ex- 
isting duties,  the  poor  man  who  boys  fifty  dollars 
wortn  of  sugar,  tea,  and  salt,  a  year,  pays  twenty- 
five  dollars  of  taxes  into  the  Treasury;  while  the 
rich  man,  who  buys  fifty  dollars  worth  of  jewelry, 
pays  but  three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents.  A 
more  iniquitous  system  of  taxation  never  existed 
in  any  country ;  yet  it  must  not  be  touched !  A 
duty  of  a  few  cents  on  iron,  for  the  purpose  of  eo- 
cooraginff  the  manufacturer  at  home,  was  pro- 
nounced l)y  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  McDi^ffie)  an  intolerable  tax;  while  adutr 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  per  cent,  on  tea,  which 
could  never  be  raised  here,  was  not  worth  the 
gentleman's  notice  at  all ;  it  excited  no  uneaMoess 
whatever.  But  we  are  referred  by  gentlemen  to 
the  remonstrances  from  our  Chamt^rs  of  Com- 
merce. Sir,  and  who  compose  these  Chambers  of 
Commerce?  He  was  credibly  informed  that  a 
majority  of  them  were  composed  of  British  mer- 
chants, and  persons  connected  with  British  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers.  No  wonder,  sir,  that 
they  complain ;  that  they  remonstrate  against  any 
alteration  of  a  system  of  policy  by  which  they 
have  been  enabled  to  grow  rich  at  our  expense^ 
which  has  rendered  this  nation  more  depeodept 
and  more  completely  tributary  to  Great  Britain 
than  we  were  when  colonies — a  system  which 
favored  foreigners  and  destroyed  our  own  mer- 
chants, which  gave  them  almost  the  entire  supply 
of  our  market.  It  was  a  fact,  of  universal  noto- 
riety, that  more  than  two-thirds  of  all  the  goods 
imported  from  Great  Britain  were  imported  on 
account  of  British  merchants  and  British  manu- 
facturers, who,  if  let  alone,  with  the  facility  of 
our  auctions^  and  the  benefit  of  our  system  of 
credits,  by  which  we  loaned  to  British  merchants, 
out  of  the  pockets  of  our  people,  more  than  fire 
millions  a  year,  without  interest,  they  would  soon 
succeed  in  driving  the  American  merchant  com- 
pletely from  the  ocean.  No  wonder,  then,  that 
they  should  remonstrate  against  any  change  in 
such  an  admirable  system,  by  which  they  receire 
from  us  more  than  thirty-four  millions  a  year. 
But  the  British  Minister,  it  is  said,  has  remon- 
strated with  the  Secretary  of  State  against  the 
increase  of  duty  on  iron !  The  British  Minister 
has  remonstrated!  And  are  we  so  humbled? 
Must  we  ask  the  British  Minister  whether  we  may 
employ  our  own  people  to  make  our  own  iron? 
Sir,  does  Great  Britain  ask  us  whether  she  may 
exclude  our  produce  from  her  ports?  Soch  a 
suggestion  there  would  meet  with  merited  con- 
tempt. These  remonstrances  against  the  measure 
were,  with  him,  Mr.  S.  said,  so  many  arguments 
in  its  favor.  It  would  benefit  us  in  the  same  pro- 
portion that  it  would  injure  them ;  our  loss  vras 
their  profit,  and  our  profit  would  be  their  loss. 
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The  boDorable  gentlemaD  from  Massachusettn 
(Mr.  Websteb)  has  made  a  most  pathetic  appeal 
to  the  House  in  behalf  of  ^  commerce  and  navi- 
ptioB,"  which  he  represented  as  struggling  for 
Its  existence,  scarcely  able  to  keep  its  head  above 
water.  If  you  impose  this  duty  on  iron,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  says,  you  throw  the  last  stone  to 
sink  the  ship.  What!  $7  40  a  ton  on  iron,  ruin 
commerce  and  navigation !  An  interest  which 
had  experienced  more  favor  than  any  other  in  the 
nation — which  was  owned  and  directed  by  men 
of  great  wealth  and  capital^  ruined  by  a  trifling 
doty  on  iron  !  It  was  impossible.  To  build  a  ship 
of  one  hundred  tons  burden,  only  four  tons  of  iron 
were  required,  upon  which  the  whole  increase 
of  duty  would  be  only  (39  60.  So  that  S29  60 
on  each  vessel  of  one  hundred  tons  burden,  was 
to  "  sink  the  ship,''  ruin  commerce,  and  destroy 
the  navy.  He  nad  a  better  opinion  of  our  com- 
merce and  our  navy  than  to  suppose  they  were  to 
be  seriously  aflected  by  a  matter  of  this  kind.  But, 
sir,  with  what  propriety  can  commerce  complain, 
when  a  slight  protection  is  asked  by  the  manufac- 
toring  interests  of  the  country — foreign  com- 
merce, which  has  ever  been  the  favorite  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  which  has  been  protected  at  the  expense 
of  every  other  interest  in  it — not  only  by  fleets  and 
naries,  but  by  discriminating  duties,  equal  to  six 
or  seven  hundred  per  cent.  An  American  coasting 
Teasel,  of  one  hand  red  tons  burden,  for  instance, 
making  twelve  entries  a  year,  only  pays  six  dollars 
dollars  duty,  while  ttfoniffn  vessel  of  the  same  size, 
and  for  the  same  entries^  pays  six  hundred  dollars. 
An  American  vessel  ot  three  hundred  tons,  en- 
gaged in  foreign  trade,  making  five  entries  per 
annum,  would  pay  only  ninety  dollars  doty,  while 
a  foreign  vessel,  under  like  circumstances,  must 
pay  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  But,  sir, 
permit  me  to  remind  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  f  Mr.  Websteh)  of  some  of 
the  other  burdens  ana  taxes  to  which  the  farmers 
and  mannfacturers  of  this  country  are  subjected, 
for  the  benefit  and  protection  of  foreign  commerce. 
Sir,  for  what  was  the  late  war  declared  ?  Was 
it  not,  emphatically,  for  the  protection  and  defence 
of  ^*  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights  ?"  A  war  which 
had  involved  this  nation  in  a  debt  of  more  than 
a  hundred  millions  of  dollars ;  had  filled  this  land 
with  widows  and  with  orphans ;  a  war  in  which 
the  farmers  and  manufacturers  had  suffered  every 
privation ;  in  which  they  had  freely  and  bravely 
foushtand  bled  and  died,  for  the  defence  of  *^  free 
trade"  against  foreign  aggression ;  and  now,  when 
they  ask  a  trifling  duty  to  protect  them  asainst  for- 
eign comnetition,  equally  destructive  to  them,  they 
are  gravdy  told  that  it  cannot  be  afforded,  lest  it 
may  injure  "  commerce  and  navigation."  But,  sir, 
this  is  not  alL  Are  we  not  called  upon,  almost 
daily,  in  this  House,  to  appropriate  millicAis  after 
millions  of  the  public  money  to  erect  lighthouses, 
buoys,  and  beacons,  along  the  coast,  for  the  pretec- 
tion  and  benefit  of  "foreign  commerce;"  to  sup- 
port ministers,  consuls,  and  agents,  throughout  the 
civilized  world ;  for  the  regulation  and  protec- 
tion of  our  "  foreign  commerce ;"  for  the  erection 
of  forts  and  fortifications,  for  the  defence  of  our 


harbors,  dock-yards,  and  commercial  cities;  for 
the  support  and  maintenance  of  fleets  and  public 
ships  to  guard  and  protect  our  foreign  commerce 
throughout  the  world ;  and  he  understood,  it  in 
some  instances  cost  the  Government  more  money 
to  protect  our  merchants,  especially  in  the  Baltic, 
than  the  whole  commerce  was  worth.  Look,  sir, 
at  the  enormous  expense  of  sending  abroad  fleets  to 
distant  seas,  to  suppress  the  pirates  that  annoy  our 
foreign  commerce.  And  who  pays  these  immense 
expenditures  ?  Not  the  merchants,  but  the  farmers 
and  manufacturers  of  this  nation.  And  when 
//My,  the  farmers  and  manufacturers,  ask.  in  turn, 
that  their  interests  may  be  protected,  not  bv  duties 
of  six  or  seven  hundred  per  cent. ;  not  oy  war, 
nor  by  forts,  nor  lights,  nor  fleets,  nor  navies — ^not 
at  the  expense  of  millions  of  the  public  money, 
but  by  a  mere  act  of  legislation ;  what,  sir,  is  the 
reply  of  the  friends  and  champions  of  commerce 
and  navigation,  this  highly  favored  interest? 
They  gravely  tell  us,  ihvLtwe  don't  need  protection; 
they  cry  "  Let  us  alone ;  you  will  injure  the  rev- 
enue, tax  commerce,  ana  destroy  the  carrying 
trade."  Might  not  these  replies  be  retorted,  when 
the  merchants  claim  protection  ?  Might  thev  not 
be  told,  that  the  protection  they  sought  would  di- 
minish the  revenue,  tax  the  farmer  and  manufac- 
turer ?  Might  they  not,  moreover,  be  asked,  what 
great  and  signal  service  the  foreign  merchants  had 
rendered  this  country,  to  entitle  them  to  such  spe- 
cial favor  ?  Look  at  the  ruinous  balance  of  trade 
against  us.  But  he  would  not  recriminate.  He 
was  willing  to  extend  every  reasonable  aid  and 
protection  to  cotnmerce ;  but  he,  at  the  same  time, 
thought  that  this  was  not  the  only  interest  in  the 
country ;  he  thought  there  were  other  great  and 
important  interests  in  the  nation  entitled  to  favor. 
But  commerce  was  represented  as  being  on  the 
decline,  as  well  as  agriculture  and  manufactures. 
This  was,  he  considered,  a  matter  of  course.  Com- 
merce was  the  ofispring  of  agriculture  and  man- 
ufactures. Where  there  was  neither  agriculture 
nor  manufactures,  there  could  be  no  commerce : 
they  must  rise  and  fall  together.  The  only  legit- 
imate business  of  commerce  was  to  distribute  and 
exchange  the  surplus  productions  of  labor.  If  by 
a  wise  policy  you  restore  your  agriculture  and 
manufactures  to  their  former  prosperity,  commerce 
will  revive;  and  soon  again  will  it  be  seen  to 
spread  its  white  bosom  to  the  prosperous  breeze, 
cut,  even  if  this  measure  should  have  the  effect  of 
lessening  the  foreign  carrying  trade,  still  we  would 
be  more  than  compensated  by  the  increase  of  in- 
ternal commerce  and  the  coasting  trade.  But. 
would  ir  be  seriously  contended  that  we  should 
import  what  we  do  not  want,  for  the  sake  of  em- 
ploying foreign  commerce  1  Was  it  consbtent 
with  sound  policy  to  import  our  iron  from  Russia, 
when  we  could  produce  it  at  home,  merely  to 
employ  commerce?  As  well  might  it  be  con- 
tended that  we  ought  to  export  our  flour  to  Eng- 
land, and  have  it  manufactured  into  bread,  and 
reimported,  to  keep  navigation  and  commerce 
employed  !  And  tnis  would  not  be  more  absurd 
and  ruinous  than  much  of  the  system  now  in 
operation. 
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Mr.  S.  b^ged  leave  here  to  notice  another  argu- 
ment which  had  been  urged,  not  only  against  the 
duty  now  under  consideration,  but  against  the  bil> 
generally.  It  was  this:  that  the  proposed  meas- 
ure would  operate  injuriously  on  the  farmers — 
that  it  was  "taxing  the  many  for  the  benefit  of 
the  few."  The  eflect,  Mr.  S.  contended,  would 
be  directly  the  reverse — ^it  would  benefit  the  farm- 
ers much  more  than  the  manufacturers.  To  sim- 
plify his  views  on  this  point,  he  said,  he  would 
confine  them  to  a  single  county,  in  which  he  would 
suppose  there  to  be  at  present  a  single  manufac- 
turing establishment,  employing  100  hands,  con- 
suming $10,000  worth  of  grain  and  other  agri- 
cultural productions,  and  making  $20,000  worth 
of  the  manufactured  article ;  and  then  suppose, 
that,  by  the  operation  of  this  measure,  there  should 
spring  up  in  this  country  ten  new  and  rival  estab- 
lishments, of  equal  extent,-:-vou  thus  withdraw 
1,000  hands  from  agricultural  employment,  and 
make  them  consumers  instead  of  producers.  You 
give  the  farmers  an  increased  market,  to  the 
amount  of  $100,000;  and  you  save  $200,000  a 
year  in  one  county,  which  is  kept  in  profitable  cir- 
culation at  home,  giving  life  and  activity  to  every 
branch  of  industry,  instead  of  being  sent  to  su im- 
port the  industry  of  England,  who,  by  her  exist- 
ing laws,  will  not  suffer  her  people  to  consume  a 
pound  or  our  flour,  even  if  it  were  ofiered  at  fifty 
cents  a  barrel  ?  This,  Mr.  S.  contended,  was  the 
plain  and  obvious  tendency  of  the  great  measure 
under  discussion.  And  which,  he  begged  leave 
to  ask,  was  the  most  benefited,  the  farmer  or  the 
manufacturer?  Undoubtedly  the  farmer.  The  in- 
creased market,  and  increased  demand  for  his 
produce,  necessaril)r  increased  the  price;  while  the 
increased  competition  among  the  manufacturers, 
and  the  increased  quantity  of  the  manufactured 
article  thrown  into  the  market,  as  inevitably  di* 
minished  the  price; — so  that  the  farmer  would  get 
more  for  his  grain,  and  give  less  for  his  manu- 
factured goods.  Yet,  with  these  plain  results  be- 
fore us,  it  was  still  gravely  urged  upon  the  House 
by  almost  every  honorable  gentleman  who  had 
opposed  this  bill.  It  was  a  principal  ground  of 
opposition,  that  it  would  "  ruin  the  farmers — tax 
the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few — create  mo- 
nopolies— enable  the  rich  manufacturer  to  extort 
from  the  people,"  dtc. — ^while,  in  fact,  its  real  ten- 
dency and  effect  was,  he  contended,  precisely  the 
reverse. 

But,  Mr.  S.  said,  there  was  another  and  still 
stronger  view  of  this  subject,  in  relation  to  its  ef- 
fects upon  the  interest  of  the  farmer  and  agricul- 
turist. It  was  a  fact,  however  strange  it  might 
appear,  susceptible  of  the  clearest  demonstration, 
that  this  nation,  almost  entirely  agricultural,  in- 
stead of  exporting,  actually  imported  agricultural 
labor  from  the  poor  and  wretched  countries  of 
Europe  to  the  amount  of  twenty  or  thirty  millions 
a  year.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it  was  im- 
ported in  its  rude  and  original  shape,  but  it  en- 
tered into  the  composition  of  manufactures,  and, 
thus  altered  and  modified,  was  imported  and  con- 
sumed among  us.  Sir,  ol  what  is  your  imported 
cloth  composed  ?  you;:  imported  iron,  spirits,  hemp. 


linen — in  short,  almost  every  thing  f    Count  the 
cost  of  the  raw  material,  the  wool,  hemp,  flax; 
then  add  the  price  of  the  provisions,  the  bread, 
mea^  fuel,  dbc.,  consumed  by  those  employed  in 
the  fabrication  of  the  manufactured  articles,  and 
you  will  find  that  one-half,  nay,  two  thirds  of  the 
price  of  our  imported  goods  consisted  of  a^ricol- 
tural  labon  and  went  to  support  and  sustain  the 
farmers  of  foreign  countries,  of  England,  France, 
and  Russia ;  while  our  own,  shut  out  from  Eu- 
rope, and  shamefully  abandoned  at  home,  were 
left  without  a  market,  and  without  a  motive  to  in- 
dustry   With  an  almost  unlimited  extent  of  fertile 
territory,  abounding  with  the  finest  soil  and  most 
delightful  pastures,  we  were  importing  even  gra$$ 
from  foreign  countries  in  the  shape  oi  tallow  and 
wool.    Last  year  we  had  imported  vast  quantities 
of  both  ;  four  million  pounds  of  tallow,  equal  to 
the  product  of  80,000  cattle.    And,  was  it  wise  in 
this  nation,  where  eighty-three  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  population  were  employed  in  agriculture, 
to  import  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  dollars' 
worth  of  agricultural  produce  every  year,  in  the 
shape  of  manufactures  from  abroad,  and  most  of 
it  from  England,  whose  territory  was  not  much 
larger  than  some  of  our  States,  and  where  the 
proportion  of  agriculturists  was  not  equal  to  one- 
third  of  her  population?     The  immense  sums, 
thus  sent  to  Europe,  he  argued,  were  wone  than 
thrown  away,  tor  the  amount  was  not  only  losi  to 
the  country,  but  it  introduced  the  labor  and  indos- 
try  of  other  countries  to  paralyze  and  destroy  our 
own.    He  compared  it  to  the  money  expended  by 
an  individual  in  the  purchase  of  spirituous  liquor, 
or  other  deleterious  dru^s,  the  use  of  which  iin- 
paired  the  health  and  riuned  the  constitution ;  in 
Doth  cases,  the  loss  of  money  was  the  smallest 
part  of  the  evil.    These  being  the  effects  of  the 

E resent  system  on  the  farmers,  any  change  would 
e  to  them  desirable — it  might  be  for  the  beuer,  it 
could  not  be  for  the  worse. 

The  honorable  gentleaun  from  Ma^sachusettf 
(Mr.  Webster)  has  been  pleased  to  denounce  the 
restrictive  policy  as  unwise  and  injudicious.  He, 
Mr.  S.,  would  respectfully  ask  the  honorable  gen* 
tieman  to  point  to  the  country  which,  neglecting 
the  protection  and  encouragenient  of  its  own  in- 
dustry, and  depending  on  foreign  labor  and  skill 
for  the  supply  of  its  wants,  was  not  ultimately 
ruined  ?  HUiorp  JitmMUy  he  said,  no  twA  w- 
Mance.  Look  at  miserable  Poland,  Italy,  and  Por- 
tugal, adopting  the  free  trade  policy.  Look  at 
wretched  Ireland,  dependant  on  England.  Look 
at  the  once  flourishing,  but  now  degraded  Hoi- 
land,  sinkinj^,  like  ourselves,  under  the  deleterious 
influence  ot  the  free  trade  system.  He  also  re- 
ferred to  the  once  powerful  and  proud,  but  now 
poor  and  prostrate  Spain.  She,  when  self-depend- 
ent, relying  on  her  own  internal  energies  and  re- 
sources, was  feared  and  respected  by  the  most 
powerful  nations  on  the  Continent ;  but  since,  like 
us,  she  has  opened  her  ports  to  foreign  nations,&nd 
become  dependent  on  foreisn  labor,  foreign  capital, 
foreign  industry,  and  skill,  for  the  supply  of  her 
wants,  all  the  wealth  of  her  South  Anierican 
provinces,  the  flch  mines  of  Peru  and  Chili,  could 
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not  sare  her ;  she  soon  sunk  under  the  withering 
iofluence  of  this  wretched  and  ruinous  sfstem,  to 
her  present  abject  and  degraded  condition.  And, 
were  it  not  for  the  cheapness  of  our  Grovernment, 
the  freedom  of  our  institutions,  the  wars  in  Eu- 
rope, which  gave  us  a  market,  and  the  great  and 
noparalleled  advantages,  natural  and  political, 
that  we  enjoy,  this  country,  too,  would  have  long 
since  sunk  under  our  present  unnatural,  anti- Amer- 
ican, and  destructive  system  of  policy.  But,  sir, 
look,  for  a  moment,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the  con« 
dition  of  those  nations  with  inferior  adirantages, 
protecting  by  high  duties  and  prohibitory  laws 
their  own  people,  and  their  own  mdustry,  against 
the  injurious  dSects  of  foreign  competition.  Look 
at  France,  rapidly  rising.  Tike  the  Phoenix,  from 
the  ashes  of  a  wasting  and  desolating  war  of 
thirty  years ;  her  finances  prosperous ;  her  reve- 
nue ample ;  every  branch  of  industry  protected, 
posperous,  and  successful;  excluding  even  Eog- 
land,  who  had  so  recently  placed  the  Bourbons  on 
the  throne.  Look  at  all-powerful  Russia,  guard- 
ing herself  arainst  foreign  competition  by  a  per- 
fect system  of  prohibitions,  selling  us  iron,  dbc,  to 
the  amount  of  between  two  and  three  millions  a 
year,  and  taking  in  return  less  than  a  fortieth  part 
m  the  produce  of  our  soil,  and  the  balance  in  cash. 
It  is  true,  sir,  that,  in  1820,  Russia  determined  to 
try  our  system  of  free  trade,  of  "  buying  where 
she  conid  buy  cheapest."  But  mark  the  conse- 
quence*  She  soon  tound  herself  on  the  brink  of 
roin,  and  quickly  retraced  her  steps.  In  less  than 
two  years,  the  Russian  Minister,  Count  Nessel- 
rode,  declares,  in  his  official  report,  that  this  policy 
compelled  Russia  to  pay  a  '^rttinouf^ri&fcte"  to  Eng- 
land, Prance,  Prussia,  and  Austria,  "  uiho  remciwud 
faUhfid  to  their  prohibitory  »p8tema.^  "Agriculture," 
he  says,  "  without  a  market,  industry  without  pro- 
tection, languish  and  decline ;  specie  is  exported, 
and  the  most  solid  commercial  houses  are  shaken," 
&c.  Accordingly,  in  1822,  Russia  re-enacted  her 
tariff;  not  like  ours,  proposing  mere  revenue  du- 
ties, but  one  which  contain^  no  less  than  340 
prohibitions,  and,  in  January  last,  a  few  months 
siflce^  this  Russian  tariff  underwent  a  "judicious 
revision,"  by  which  the  number  of  prohibitions  was 
greatly  increased.  And  finally,  look,  sir,  at  Qreat 
Britain,  the  most  illustrious  instance  that  the 
world  has  ever  furnished  of  the  complete  triumph 
of  the  protecting  poHcy.  But  we  are  told  that 
BngUnd  prospers  in  spite  of  this  system.  As  well 
might  it  be  said,  that  men  live  in  ^pite  of  the  breadl 
they  eat ;  that  the  grass  frows  in  spite  of  the  rain 
and  sonshine ;  or  that  the  globe  we  inhabit  per*- 
forms  its  splendid  course  in  spite  of  the  agencv  of 
that  Being  '^who  rides  on  the  whirlwindandf  di- 
rects the  storm."  Sir,  England  extends  ample 
protection  to  every  branch  oT  her  industry — agri- 
culture, manufactures,  and  commerce.  England 
is  dependent  on  England  alone;  she  buys  nothing 
that  she  can  produce,  and  produces  every  thing 
that  can  be  bought.  By  the  use  of  labor-saving 
machinery,  England,  with  a  population  of  fourteen 
millions,  wirids  a  manufacturing  force  equal  to 
220  millions  of  hands;  one  boy,  in  an  English 
(actory,  will  produce  as  much  as  wUi  purchase  the 


produce  of  fifty  American  farmers ;  one  pound  of 
cotton  is  so  manufactured  as  to  purchase  2,000 
pounds ;  thus,  ten  cents  is  made  equal  to  $200,  by 
the  addition  of  labor,  principally  of  machinery. 
Her  cotton  manufactures,  alone,  are  estimated  at 
224  millions,  while  the  raw  material  costs  less 
than  25 ;  her  agricultural  produce,  upon  a  terri- 
tory comparatively  limited,  and  of  inferior  soil,  is 
estimated  at  $487,000,000  i  year,  while  our  whole 
agricultural  exports,  exclusive  of  cotton  and  to- 
bacco, is  less  than  $12,000,000 — not  equal  to  the 
support  of  250,000  manufacturers,  at  $50  a  head. 
Sir,  what  .is  it  that  enables  Qreat  Britain  to  lay 
the  worid  under  contribution?  What  enabled  her 
to  subsidize  all  Europe;  to  support  an  army  of 
400,000;  to  sustain,  for  nearly  thirty  years,  an  ex- 
hausting, bloody,  and  desolating  war,  with  the 
colossal  power  oi  France,  and  finally  enabled  her 
to  triumph  on  the  ever-memorable  field  of  Water- 
loo? Was  it  not  the  wealth  derived  from  her 
manufactures?  What  was  it,  he  asked,  that  ena- 
bled her,  durinff  that  period,  to  raise  7,038  millions 
of  dollars,  4,653  millions  by  taxes,  and  2,070  mil- 
lions by  loans,  whilst  her  people,  notwithstanding 
these  tremendous  burdens,  enjoyed  an  unusual  de- 
cree of  prosperity  ?  Was  it  not  attributable  to 
her  flourishing  manufactures  ?  And  how  was  it 
that  now.  in  time  of  peace,  she  could  raise,  and 
h^r  people  could  pay  with  ease,  and  without  a 
murmur,  252  millions  of  revenue  per  annum ;  119 
millions  of  which  arose  from  the  excise  on  twenty^ 
five  articles  of  manufacture,  while  it  would  con- 
vulse this  nation  to  its  centre  to  raise,  in  the  same 
way,  one-twentieth  part  of  the  amount  ?  Sir,  were 
we  not  ruined  in  our  resources,  and  prostrate  in 
our  power,  by  a  petty  war  of  two  and  a  half  years' 
duration?  The  revenue  paid  by  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  in  one  year,  was  equal  to  half  the 
whole  amount  of  the  expenditures  of  this  Govern- 
ment for  thirty  years.  Since  the  late  war  she  had 
reduced  her  taxes  twenty-eight  millions  a  year ; 
and,  after  defraying  her  enormous  expenditures, 
and  paying  135  millions,  the  annual  interest  of  her 
national  debt,  she  had  left  an  efilcient  annual  sink- 
ing fund  of  twenty-two  millions  and  a  half.  And 
whence  did  she  derive  these  immense  resources? 
Trace  them  to  their  origin,  and  you  will  find  it  to 
result  from  the  protection  and  encouragement  af- 
forded to  her  national  industry,  to  her  manufac- 
tures; which,  at  the  same  time,  afforded  a  market 
for  her  farmers,  and  employment  for  her  com- 
merce. In  Great  Britain,  without  manufactures, 
neither  agriculture  nor  commerce  could  be  sus- 
tained ;  they  were  to  them  the  breath  of  life — the 
daily  bread  they  ted  upon.  The  opposition  to  this 
measure,  Mr.  S.  said,  sprung  from  two  sources: 
The  commercial  interest  on  the  seaboard,  and  the 
cotton  and  tobacco  planting  interest  in  the  South; 
the  first  from  an  unrounded]  though  sincere  appre- 
hension, that  it  would  dimmbh  the  business  and 
increase  the  burdens  of  commerce  and  navigation; 
the  second  from  an  apprehension,  no  doubt  equally 
sincere,  but  equally  unfounded,  that,  if  we  cease 
to  purchase  from  Europe  what  we  can  and  ought 
to  make  for  ourselves,  Europe  will  cease  to  pur- 
chase their  cotton  and  tobacco,  which  now  con- 
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stituted  three-foarths  of  the  whole  agricaltaral 
exports  of  this  Union.  These  two  powerful  in- 
terests had  hitherto  governed  this  nation,  and  dic- 
tated its  policy.  The  interior,  and  the  West,  until 
lately,  constituting  but  a  small  part  of  the  great 
concern,  of  course  had  to  submit;  but,  having  now 
arrived  at  the  age  of  discretion,  they  claimed  a 
right  to  participate  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government.  They  were  opposed  to  the  present 
ruinous  system  of  policy,  which  was  predicated 
on  a  state  of  war  in  Europe.  While  all  Europe 
was  in  arms — ^when  Kings,  abandoning  all  other 
pursuits,  were  contending  in  fields  of  blood  for 
kingdoms,  crowns,  and  diadems,  the  United  States, 
enjoying  an  unbounded  market,  grew  rich  at  their 
expense.  But  Europe  had  changed  in  her  condi- 
tion; instead  of  universal  war,  there  is  now  uni- 
versal peace ;  millions  of  men  had  exchanged  the 
sword  for  the  plough ;  had  quit  war  and  went  to 
work;  instead  of  consumers  they  had  become  pro- 
ducers; instead  of  customers  had  become  rivals;, 
and  our  produce  was  not  only  excluded  from  Eu- 
rope, but  the  rival  commodities  had,  in  many  in- 
stances, followed  us  to  our  own  shores.  During 
the  last  year  even  wheat,  potatoes,  oats,  du;.,  had 
been  imported  in  considerable  quantities ;  and  it 
had  become  necessary  to  protect  ourselves,  by  du- 
ties, against  these  importations;  and  even  this 
(the  proposed  dutv  of  twenty-five  cents  on  wheat) 
had  been  opposed  by  the  honoVable  gentleman  fVom 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster,)  on  the  ground 
that  the  importation  of  foreign  wheat  gave  addi- 
tional employment  to  our  mills,  and  increased  the 
business  on  our  canals.  Our  own  iron  works  were 
also  to  be  abandoned,  to  import  our  iron  from  Rus- 
sia, for  the  sake  of  employing  our  ^'  commerce  and 
navigation  !"  This,  he  said,  appeared  to  him  to 
be  about  as  wise  as  it  would  be  in  a  Pennsylvania 
farmer,  who,  having  a  mill  on  his  own  farm,  yet 
carried  his  grain  a  hundred  miles  into  Virginia 
to  have  it  ground,  for  the  sake  of  employing  his 
wagon  and  horses !  Would  it  not  be  better  for 
the  farmer  to  sell  his  wagon,  or  employ  it  in  some 
other  way?  And  so  he  would  say  to  the  mer- 
chant. 

But,^  sir,  look  at  the  effects  of  this  policy — this 
system  of  free  trade — *^  buying  where  we  can  buy 
cheapest"  Look  to  what  it  has  brought  this 
once  happy  and  prosperous  land.  With  a  Gov- 
ernment the  cheapest,  the  freest,  and  the  best  upon 
earthy  with  a  country  possessing;  every  advantage 
of  climate,  situation,  and  soil;'  yet  filled  witL 
monuments  of  misery  and  wretchedness,  of  gen- 
eral embarrassment,  and  bankruptcy,  and  ruin. 
Peace  brought  no  relief  to  the  farmer — ^none  to 
the  manufacturer ;  to  them  it  brought  no  bless- 
ings ;  to  the  country  at  large  it  presented  a  cheer- 
less prospect — of  agriculture  depressed,  manufac- 
tures ruined,  and  the  energies  of  the  nation  re- 
laxed, broken,  and  prostrate.  And  even  commerce, 
we  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentlemau  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Webster,  though  be  contends 
that  the  country  was  never  in  a  more  prosperous 
condition,)  is  "  scarcely  able  to  keep  its  head  above 
water."  Sir,  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country 
are  at  the  lowest  point  of  depression ;  they  are 


struggling  for  life — sinking  with  agriculture,  the 
basis  and  foundation  of  al^  into  a  common  grave. 
And  why  was  this  land  of  freedom,  this  home  of 
liberty,  tnus  clouded  and  o'ercast  with  this  dark 

f[loom  and  despondence,  without  a  ray  of  hope  to 
ighten  or  to  cheer  the  long  vis|a  of  fatarity? 
There  was  no  war,  no  famine,  no  plague,  no  taxes 
in  the  land.    Could  the  cause  then  hs  doubtfol? 
Did  it  not  evidently  result  from  our  present  raio- 
ous  system  of  policy  7    Was  it  not  because  the 
national  industry  was  unprotected? — ^because  we 
looked  to  Europe,  instead  of  our  owq  people,  our 
own  resources,  for  the  supply  of  our  waau?— be- 
cause we  buy  from  abroad  almost  every  thing  we 
eat,  and  drink,  and  wear  ?    Look  at  the  national 
currency,  reduced,  says    the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  three  years,  from  110  to  45  n^illioDs 
of  dollars — all  gone,  together  with  the  evidences 
of  the  public  debt,  government,  canal,  and  bank 
stocks,  to  pay  part  of  the  debt  due  to  foreign  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers,  to  whom  it  was  esti- 
mated that  we  were  still  in  debt  92  millions  of 
dollars ;  more  than  double  the  whole  currency  of 
the  country.    Our  imports  increased,  and  our  ex- 
ports diminished.    In  1815  and  1816,  our  imports 
amounted  to  the  enormous  suai  of  244  miilioDs, 
and  our  exports  to  only  134  millions.    Propertjr 
of  almost  every  kind,  and  in  almosit  every  part  of 
the  country,  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  de- 
preciated more  than  100  per  cent. ;  the  migration 
of  foreign  skill    and  capital  into  the  country 
checked ;  eight  millions  of  dollars  of  revenue  lost 
by  the  surrender  of  public  lands ;  sales  stopped, 
and  the  price  reduced  to  $1  25 ;  the  manufaciu- 
ring  establishments,  erected  throughout  the  coon- 
try  during  the  war,  abandoned  and  dilapidating; 
insolvencies,  sales,  and  sacrifices,  had  become 
common  and  familiar  matters  of  every  day^s  oc- 
currence ;  while  all  the  efforts  of  State  le|rislation 
to  administer  relief  had  proved  unavailing;  the 
disease  was  beyond  their  reach ;  it  was  national, 
and  required  a  national  remedy.    That  remedy, 
he  said,  was  contained  in  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation, and  he  hoped  to  see  it  speedily  and  success- 
fully applied.    It  was  true  it  had  been  called  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Garnett)  a 
"  bitter  pill ;"  he  believed,  however,  that  the  best 
medicines  were  not  always  the  most  pleasani; 
and  it  was  certainly  better  to  take  even  a  ^  bitter 
pill,"  than  perish.    But  it  certainly  could  not, 
with  propriety,  be  pronounced  bitter,  since  the 
honorable  Speaker  had  just  thrown  in  such  a 
vast  qii^antity  of  molasses. 
•    The  strong  ground,  however,  on  which  this 
measure  was  met  and  opposed  was,  that  it  would 
operate  injuriously  on  the  interests  of  the  sugar, 
cotton,  and  tobacco  planters  of  the  South ;  iba< 
it  would  increase  the  price  of  the  coarse  fabrics 
with  which  they  clothe  their  slaves,  &c.    This 
argument  takes  for  granted  the  face  in  contro- 
versy ;  a  fact  which  he  could  not  admit,  viz.,ibat 
this  measure  would  enhance  the  price  of  the  arti- 
cle manufactured.    This  he  denied;  and  insisted 
that  I^ew  Eugland  could,  and  would,  manufac- 
ture the  raw  materials  of  our  own  country  cheaper 
than  it  could  be  done  in  Europe,  after  being  trans- 
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ported  3,000  miles,  and  encountering  all  the  ex- 
penses of  shipping  and  resbipping,  excises,  im- 
posts, &,c.,  to  which  it  was  subiected.  When  it 
was  proposed  to  increase  the  duty  upon  coarse 
cottons,  this  same  objection,  that  it  was  "  taxing 
the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few,"  was  echoed 
in  newspapers,  speeches,  and  memorials,  from 
Maine  to  Georgia.  The  duty  was  nevertheless 
imposed  ;  and  what  has  been  the  result  ?  ^  Coarse 
cottons,  ofsuperior  quality,  are  now  manufactured 
in  this  country,  for  one-half  the  2)rice  formerly 
paid  to  Great  Britain ;  and  now,  instead  of  im- 
porting, we  exported,  last  year,  to  the  amount  of 
|645,^K)  worth  to  foreign  countries,  after  sup- 
plying the  home  consumption,  amounting  to  many 
millions;  which  was  saved  and  distributed  among 
our  own  farmers  and  cotton  erowers^  instead  of 
going  to  Europe  to  reward  foreign  mdustry  in- 
stead of  our  own.  The  same  resuH  had  attended 
every  thing  that  had  received  adequate  protec- 
tion— ^leather,  nails,  wood,  umbrellas,  shoes,  boots, 
hats,  dbc. ;  and,  from  estimates  made,  it  appeared 
that  we  saved  by  the  manufacture  of  shoes,  boots, 
and  hats,  alone,  upwards  of  $34,000,000  per  an- 
nam.  lie  therefore  felt  warranted,  by  uniform 
experience,  in  the  opinion,  that  the  articles  pro- 
pc»ed  to  be  protected  by  this  bill — cotton,  iron, 
coarse  woollens,  hemp,  &c.,  would  ultimately, 
and  at  no  distant  period,  be  furnished  cheaper  of 
American  than  foreign  manufacture.  If  there 
was  any  certainty  in  the  laws  of  cause  and  effect, 
this  result  was  inevitable.  But  the  establishment 
of  mannfactories  of  cotton,  dbc.,  would  not  only 
afibrd  a  market  for  grain  and  other  provisions, 
but  alno  for  the  cotton  of  the  South ;  for  the  time 
might  come,  and  was  perhaps  not  distant,  when 
the  planter  of  the  South  might  share  the  fate  of 
the  farmers  of  the  Western  and  Middle  States. 
They,  too,  might  be  deprived  of  their  European 
*  market,  which  might  be  interrupted  and  cut  off, 
not  only  by  War,  and  the  many  other  vicissitudes 
that  interrupt  the  intercourse  between  nations,  but 
it  was  a  fact  of  serious  import  to  the  South^  that 
the  culture  of  cotton  was  rapidly  extending  itself, 
not  only  in  the  British  islands,  but  also  in  Egypt 
and  South  America.  Since  1818,  the  price  had 
fallen,  as  appeared  by  the  English  prices  current, 
from  ^  to  7  cents  a  pound ;  our  flour  had  also, 
owing  to  the  glut  of  the  market,  fallen  from  ffS  ana 
810  a  barrel,  to  $4  50 ;  and  tobacco  from  $185 
to  $75  per  hogshead. 

These  were  some  of  the  effects  of  a  general 
peace  in  Europe,  and  they  furnished  powerful  ar- 
guments in  favor  of  the  abandonment  of  a  policy 
subject  to  such  ruinous  vicissitudes ;  and  pomting 
out  the  necessity  of  adopting  a  permanent  system 
of  American  policy,  which  should  extend  protec- 
tion and  encouragement  to  American  industry, 
and  look  to  American  means  for  the  supply  of 
American  wants;  and  if  there  was  any  nation 
under  the  sun  capable  of  supplying  all  its  own 
wants,  he  contended  it  was  this.  It  was  as  incon- 
sistent, he  said,  with  our  interest,  as  it  was  incom- 
patible with  our  honor  and  independence,  to  look 
to  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe — the  Holy  Alli- 
ance, for  either  the  means  of  national  defence  or 


national  subsistence;  our  fathers  had  achieved 
their  independence  in  vain,  if  it  was  thus  to  be 
compromised  and  ^'  sold  for  a  mess  of  pottage.'^ 
What  did  we  not  suffer,  during  the  late  war.  for 
want  of  necessary  supplies?  It  cost  you  at  least 
one  hundred  per  cent,  more  to  clothe  a  soldier 
than  it  does  at  present.  And  the  humiliating  spec- 
tacle was  presented  to  the  world,  of  an  American 
Minister  applying  to  Congress  to  suspend  the  non- 
intercourse,  to  enable  us  to  get  from  our  enemies 
blankets,  to  fulfil  our  treaty  stipulations  with  the 
Indians !  This  state  of  things  soon  forced  into* 
existence  every  variety  of  manufactures.  Millions 
of  capital  was  promptly  invested,  which  relieved 
the  nation.  But,  as  soon  as  peace  was  restored. 
Congress,  by  an  act  of  the  most  flagrant  injustice, 
instead  of  extending  protection  to  those  who  re- 
lieved them  in  the  hour  of  need,  repealed  the  du- 
ties, and  enabled  the  enemy  to  crush  them  at  once, 
by  throwing  into  our  market  a  supply  of  goods 
equal  to  two  years'  conf^umption ;  the  customs  that 
year  (1816)  amounted  to  thirty-six  millions,  where- 
as, in  1820,  (four  years  afterwards,)  they  amount- 
ed to  but  twelve  millions.  In  1815  and  1816,  our 
imports,  he  repeated,  amounted  to  244  millions, 
and  our  exports  to  only  134.  Great  B/itain  thus^ 
by  a  single  blow,  did  more  to  prostrate  and  destroy 
American  wealth,  independence,  and  power,  than 
they  could  have  effected  by  a  ten  years'  war.  We 
were  thus  at  once  reduced  to  our  former  depend- 
ent, colonial,  and  tributary  condition.  But  he 
hoped  the  period  had  now  arrived  when  these 
shackles,  forged  and  riveted  by  foreign  hands,  were 
to  be  broken  asunder ;  when  this  nation,  taking  a 
high,  a  disnified,  and  independent  stand,  summon- 
ing lorth  her  own  boundless  resources,  should  tell 
the  kings  of  Europe  that  she  would  no  longer 
"nay  tliem  tribute."  When  the  South  and  the 
West  would  look  to  New  England,  instead  of  Old 
England^  [or  a  market  and  supply  for  an  exchange 
of  equivalents,  thus  strengthening  the  bonds  that 
unite  us,  by  the  strong  ties  of  interest  and  inter- 
course. 

And,  in  conclusion,  he  would  be^  leave  to  ap- 
pneal  to  the  liberality,  the  magnanimity,  to  the  pat- 
riotism of  the  enlightened  Hepresentatives  of  the 
South,  who,  under  an  ample  protection,  were 
basking  in  the  sunshine  of  prosperity;  and  he 
would  ask  them,  in  a  spirit  of  frankness  and  con- 
ciliation, whether  they  could  reconcile  it  to  their 
consciences  to  withhold  the  trifling  protection  of- 
fered in  this  bill  to  the  suffering  farmers  and  man- 
ufacturers of  the  interior  and  the  West?  He 
would  appeal  to  the  distinguished  Representa- 
tives of  the  sugar  planters  of  Louisiana,  who,  with 
a  protecting  duty  of  three  cents  a  pound  on  sugar, 
were  rapidly  acquiring  unbounded  wealth  and 
princely  fortunes.  He  would  also  appeal,  with 
the  same  friendly  feelings,  to  the  liberality,  nay, 
he  would  say  to  the  justice  of  the  gentlemen  from 
the  North,  who  so  ably  represented,  upon  this 
floor,  the  interests  of  "commerce  and  navigation," 
the  favored  few,  and  he  would  ask  them  whether, 
while  they  were  protected  and  defended,  not  mere- 
ly by  enormous  discriminating  duties,  but  also  at 
the  expense  of  millions  of  the  public  treasure — at 
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the  expense  of  the  best  and  richest  blood  of  this 
country — they  would  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  calls 
of  the  farmers  and  manufacturers,  the  great  mass 
of  the  community,  for  protection,  not  by  the  sword 
or  the  purse  of  the  nation,  but  by  a  simple  act  of 
legislation — by  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  S.,  I  hope  and  trust  the  protection  they  ask 
will  be  granted,  and  granted  by  the  votes  of  some 
of  the  gentlemen,  at  least,  to  whose  liberality,  to 
whose  justice,  to  whose  patriotism,  he  had  ap- 
pealed. He  hoped  the  present  destructive  system 
of  policy  would  now  be  abandoned ;  and.  upon  its 
ruins,  there  would  arise  a  system  of  American 
policy,  protecting  and  cherishing  American  in- 
dustrv ;  a  policy  which,  in  his  conscience,  he  be- 
lievea  would  alone  save  this  nation  from  ultimate 
bankruptcy,  and  raise  it  to  that  proud  pre-emi- 
nence among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  to  which 
the  distinguished  advantages  derived  not  only  from 
the  valor  of  our  forefathers,  but  from  nature,  and 
from  nature's  God,  give  us  a  just  right  to  aspire. 

When  Mr.  Stewart  had  concluded — 
The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  at  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  four  o'clock,  when  the 
House  agreed  to  the  reduction — ayes  120,  nays  85, 
as  follows : 

YaAS^Metsrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  MaMachuMtts,  Allen  of  TenneMee,  Archer,  Baylies, 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour, 
Bartlett,  Bassett,  Breck,  Brent,  Buck,  Buckner,  Bar- 
leigb,  Burton,  Cady,  Caoibreleng,  Campbell  of  South 
Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Uobb,  Cocke,  Conner, 
CrowninahieJd,  Culpeper,  Cuahman,  Cuthbert,  Day, 
Darfee,  Dwinell,  Dwigbt,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwarda  of 
North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  GarnetC,  Gatlio, 
Gist,  Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward,  Her- 
rick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Jenkins,  Kent,  Kid- 
der, Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Leflwich,  Lincoln, 
Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Looke,  Long,  Long- 
fellow, McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  McKim,  Mangom, 
Mataon,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama, Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O  Brien,  Owen,  Plumer 
of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Prince,  Randolph,  Ran- 
kin, Reed,  Reynolda,  Sanodera,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.Stevenaon,  Stoddard,  Taliaferro, Tatt- 
nall, Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of 
Kentucky,  Tomlinson,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tyson,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Warfield,  Webster,  Whipple,  Wiekliffe, 
WUliams  of  New  York,  WilUams  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
liama  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina, 
and  Wilson  of  Ohio. 

Nats — Meaara.  Adama,  Alexander  of  Tenneaeee, 
Allison,  Bartley,  Beecber,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Casaedy,  Collina,  Coq- 
dict.  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ellia,  Farrellv,  Findlay,  Forward,  Garriaon,  Gaalay, 
Harris,  Hayclen,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hol- 
combe,  Houaton,  Isacka,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kremer,  Letcher,  Livermore, 
McArthur,  McKean,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Mat- 
lack,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore 
of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Pat- 
terson of  Ohio*  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,    Richards, 


Rich,  Rogers,  Rosa,  Sandlbrd,  Seot^  Skarpe,  Slotae, 
Standefer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Strong,  Swan,  Ttjlor, 
Test,  Tod,  Tracv,  Trimble,  Udree^  Vsnce  ofOhio,  Via 
Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White, 
Jamea  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wood,  Woodi,  lod 
Wright. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  then  made,  and  car- 
ried— Ayes  102,  noes  90. 
So  the  House  a4Jounied. 


Saturday,  April  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owen,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  provision  by  law  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  naval  officer  and  surveyor  of  the 
port  of  Mobile ;  and  to  make  such  other  prorisioDs 
relative  to  said  port  as  may  aid  commerce  and 
secure  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Wbittles£y  laid  the  following  resolutioos 
on  the  table  for  consideration  on  Monday,  viz: 

1.  Reaolved,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  Hooae  the  namber  of  aon-com- 
missioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  marine  corpi  id 
the  service  of  the  United  Statea,  and  where  stalbncd 
or  performing  duty. 

2.  Huolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  thia  House  the  amount  paid  the 
lieutenant  colonel  of  the  marine  corps,  the  paat  year, 
(br  his  monthly  pay  and  emolumenta  of  office. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  moved  the  following  resolatioa: 

Raohtd^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afftin 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  aliowisg 
to  the  heirs  of  Aaron  Haff,  late  a  private  in  the  Uai* 
ted  Statea  Army,  the  privilege  of  commuting  the 
bounty  landa  for  money,  according  to  the  promwi 
of  the  act  of  Congreaa  heretofore  in  force. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and,  on  the  question 
being  put,  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  procmed  to  consider  the  resolotioft 
submitted  by  Mr.  Wabpielo  on  the  6th  instant; 
and  the  same  being  modified,  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows : 

Re$6lved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutei 
be  requested  to  cauae  to  be  aubmitted  to  this  Boon  t 
atatement  of  the  several  purdiaaeo  of  real  estate  in 
behalf  of  the  United  Suteo  within  the  urritorisl  lio- 
iu  of  any  State,  aince  the  4th  day  of  Joly,  1776,  for 
public  purposes,  in  pursuance  of  any  act  of  Coogtm, 
or  by  any  department  or  officer  of  the  General  G«v* 
ernment,  denoting  in  each  case  the  particular  aatho^ 
ity  under  which  each  purchaae  was  made;  its  diter 
and  the  end  or  uae  for  which  it  was  effected;  the 
nature  of  the  eatate  thereby  acquired ;  and  the  peitos 
or  peraons  by  whom  and  to  whom  auch  estate  wu 
conveyed ;  together  with  the  fact  whether  such  pur- 
chaae was  or  waa  not  accompanied  with  the  expre« 
conaent  of  the  State  of  whose  territory  such  real  eittu 
constituted  a  part;  and  in  the  former  case  whether 
any,  and  if  any  what,  apecial  jurisdiction  accomptoied 
the  cession  or  couTeyanee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt;"  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  resolution  sub- 
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mitted  by  him  some  days  since,  to  reduce  the  per 
diem  compoasation  of  members  of  Congress  to 
six  dollars, should  now  be  taken  into  consideration. 
The  question  being  pat,  the  House  refused  to 
coosider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  remarked  that  he  thought 
this  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  that  he 
skoald  feel  it  his  duty  to  press  it  upon  the  notice 
of  the  House  so  long  as  he  had  tne  honor  of  a 
seat  there. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  amendments  agreed 
to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  the  bill  "  to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports/* was  again  taken  up. 

Two  or  three  material  amendments  to  strike 
out  or  reduce  certain  items,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

The  question  being  put  on  concurring  in  the 
insertion  of  the  following  clause :  "  On  all  other 
fire  arms,  and  on  side  arms,  30  per  cent,  ad  vaLo- 
rm."  Mr.  Randolph  said,  he  could  not  consent 
that  the  people  should  be  taxed,  even  if  it  were  but 
a  penny  or  two  a  pound  upon  tea,  without  know- 
ing who  taxed  them ;  he,  therefore,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  question,  The  yeas  and 
nays  were  accordingly  taken,  as  follows : 

Ybai — ^Meurs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allison,  Baylies,  'Barber  of 
GoDDscti€at,Bartlsy,  Bnck,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck, 
Burner,  Borleigh,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter, 
Castedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Craig,  Growoinsfaield,  Pay,  Dorfee,  Dwight,  Eaton, 
Eddy,  Ellis,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of 
New  York,  Forward,  Frost,  Garrison,  Gszlsy,  GoTsn, 
Harris,  Harvsj,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herrick, 
Herkimer,  Hogebooo!,  Holcotobe,  Houston,  Isacks, 
Jenkins,  Jfohnson  of  Virginia,  Kidder,  Kremer,  La- 
tkrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little,  Livermore,  Locke, 
Loogfellow,  McArthnr,  McDuffie,  McKlm,  McLane 
of  Belaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley, 
Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mntson,  Metcalfe,  Mil- 
ler, Mitchell  of  PenovylTania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  O'Brien,  Patterson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  PTumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Sharps, 
Sibley,  Sloaoe,  Btandefer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stod- 
dard, Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test, 
Thompson  of  Kentncky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Van  Wyck,  Vinton,'  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whit- 
man,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wieklifie,  James  Wibon, 
Heniy  Wilaon,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  and  Wright— 123. 

Nats— *Meafln.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alien 
of  Teaasssee,  P.  P.  Barbonr,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bart- 
Jelt,  fiaaaett.  Brent,  Burton,  Gambreleng,  Campbell 
of  Sonth  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Con- 
ner, Cnlpeper,  Cnahman,  Dwinell,  Edwarda  of  North 
Carolina,  Floyd,  Fuller,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hay  ward.  Hooka,  Kent,  LeOk  Leftwich,  Litchfield, 
Long,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale, 
Owen,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Sannders,  Sand- 
ford,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  A.  Ste- 
venson, J.  Stophenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thomp- 
son of  Georgia,  Tucker  ofVtrginia,  Tucker  of  South 


Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  W«rfield,  Wil- 
liama  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginis,  Williams 
of  N.  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina — 69. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Several  other  amendments,  to  reduce  the  pro- 
posed duty  on  scythes,  to  strike  out  the  duty 
on  fowling  pieces,  drawing  knives,  dbc,  were 
agreed  to. 

On  the  amendment  which  proposes  to  strike  out 
the  duty  of  25  cents  each  on  frying  pans,  and  in- 
sert four  cents  per  pound,  as  the  duty,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph said,  this  also  was  a  tax  on  the  people,  and 
he  must  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it.  A  short 
discussion  took  place  npon  the  propriety  of  this 
amendment,  between  Messrs.  McDcffie,  Ton, 
Cambr£leno,  and  Sharpe.  The  question  was 
then  taken,  and  decided  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alex snder  of  Vir- 
ginia, Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Massachu- 
setts, Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P. 
Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Blair,  Brad- 
ley, Breck,  Brent,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Back,  Buckner, 
Burleigh,  Burton,  Cady,  Oambreleng,  Campbell  of 
S.  Carolina,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cary,  Cassedy,  Clark, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Conner,  Crafts, 
Craig,  Crowninshield,  Culpepcr,  Cushman,  Cuthbert, 
Dsy,  Durfee,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellis, 
Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New 
York,  Forward,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gatlin,  Gazlay, 
Govan,  Harris,  Harrey,  Hayden,'  Hayward,  Hemp- 
hill, Henry,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hol- 
combe.  Hooks,  Houston,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virgi- 
nia, F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lathrop, 
Lawrence,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
field, Little,  Livermore,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow, 
McArthur,  McDuflie,  McKim,  McLane  of  DelawarSi 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Mar- 
Tin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
syWania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky, 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton, 
O'Brien,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson 
of  Ohio^  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plamer  of  Penn- 
sf  Ivania,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards, 
Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley, 
Sloans,  Standefer,  Sterling,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart, 
Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swsn,  Tatnsll,  Taylor,  Ten 
Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tom- 
linson, Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Ddree,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  Whittleaey,  White,  Wicklifle,  Williams 
of  New  York,  Williams  of.  North  Carotina,  James 
Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wrightr-.168. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bassett,  Carter,  Edwarda  of  North 
Carolina,  Forsyth,  Gist,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Herrick, 
Isacks,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Randolph,  Ross, 
Saunders,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  Spaight, 
Spence,  A.  Stevenson,  Taliaferro,  Thompson  of 
Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  South 
Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina — S6. 

So  this  amendment,  also,  was  concurred  in. 

The  several  amendments,  proposing  to  strike 
out  the  duty  on  griddles  and  gridirons,  on  indigo, 
and  on  Prussian  blue,  and  to  increase  the  duty  on 
Epsom  salts  from  three  to  four  cents  per  lb.,  and 
to  insert  a  duty  on  rape  seed  oil,  were  severally 
agreed  to. 
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The  question  being  put  on  concurring  in  the 
insertion  of  the  clause,  ^^On  molasses  ten  cents  per 
gallon,"  was  decided  as  follows : 

TxAK — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
exander of  TenneMee,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison, 
J.  8.  Bsrbour,  Blair,  Brent,  Brown,  Bockner,  Camp- 
bell of  Booth  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Collins,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Gist, 
Oovan,  Hajden,  Houston,  Isacks,  F.  Johnson,  Kent, 
Kramer,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Liiriagston, 
,  Long,  MoArthnr,  McCoy,  McDnffie,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylrania,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky, Moore  of  Alabama,  Prince,  Rankin,  Rogers, 
Rose,  Ross,  8andford,  8oott,  Arthur  Smith*  Alexander 
Smyth,  William  Smith.  SUndefer,  Storrs,  Tattnall, 
lliompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of 
Ohio,  Wayne,  White,  Wickltfie,  WiUiams  of  Virginia, 
and  Henry  Wilson — 66. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Massachusetts, 
Archer.  Bsylies,  Berber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
Bartlett,  Bartley,  Bradley,  Breck,  Buchanan,  Buck, 
Burleigh,  Cady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cas- 
sedy,  Condict,  Conner,  Cook,  Crsfls,  Crsig,  Crown- 
inshield,  Culpeper,  Cushman.  Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee, 
Dwtnell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot 
of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forsjth,  For- 
ward, Frost,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gas- 
lay,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hsrris,  Hsrvey,  Hay  ward,  Hemp- 
hill* Heoiy,  Herrick,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogehoom, 
Holcombe,  Hooks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kid- 
der, Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  Livermore, 
Locke,  Longfellow,  McKean,  McKim,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  Mangum,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale, 
Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell  of 
Maryland,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien, 
Owen,  Patterson  of  PennsyWsnia,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  PennsyWania, 
Poinsett,  Randolph,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich, 
Saunders,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Speight,  Spence, 
Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stod- 
dard, Strong,  Swsn,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck, 
Test,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker 
of  South  Csrolina,  Tyson,  Van  Rensselaer,  Vsn 
Wyck,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Whipple,  WhitUesey.  Wil- 
liams of  New  York,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  Wilson  of 
Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wrigbt~lS2. 

So  this  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  next  amendment,  proposing  to  strike  out 
the  second  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that 
'<  in  all  cases  whatsoever^  all  articles  composed  or 
'  mixed  of  various  materials,  shall  pay  the  highest 
'  duty  to  which  articles  manufactured  from  any 
*  of  such  materials  are  subject,'*  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  proposing  to  strike  out  the 
third  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that  there 
shall  be  added  to  the  duty  imposed  on  any  article 
the  amount  of  bounty  or  premium  allowed  on 
that  article,  in  the  country  from  which  the  same 
is  exported,  was  decided  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
ginia,  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Tennessee, 
Archer,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Conneciicut,  P.  P.  Bar^ 
hour,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Blair,  Bradley, 
Breck,  Brent,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Combreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke, 


Collins,  Conner,  Cook,  Grafts,  Craig,  Grown! nshield, 
Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwindl, 
Dwight,  Eaton,  E^dy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
Flojd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York, 
Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Gamett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govsn, 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Harvey,  Haydea,  Hayward, 
Hemphill,  Henry,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogehoom,  Hooks, 
Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Kent,  Kidder,  Lathrop, 
Lawrence,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liver- 
more,  LtTingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  MeCoy, 
McDuflie,  McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
Mangum,  Mallary,  Mauon,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitch- 
ell of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of 
Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien, 
Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinaett,  Prince, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rose, 
Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smjth,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence, 
Standefer,  A.  SteTenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Tomlinson,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Sonih 
Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Van  Rensselaar, 
Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Whipple,  William  a  of 
New  York,  WiUiams  of  Virginia,  Williama  of  North 
Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
and  Wood— lU. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allison,  Brown,  Buckner,  Cady. 
Cassedy,  Condict,  Findlay,  Forward,  Garriaon,  Gsz- 
Isy,  Herkimer,  Holcombe,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  F. 
Johnson,  Kremer,  Letcher,  Little,  McArthur,  McKean, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marrin,  Mat- 
lack,  Miller,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennay  Uania, 
Rich,  Rogers,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Swan,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck, 
Whitman,  WhitUesey,  White,  Wicklifb,  James  Wil- 
son,  Henry  Wilson,  Woods,  and  Wright — 53. 

So  this  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  nmend* 
ment,  proposing  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  to  nllow 
a  drawback  on  silk  goods,  which  ma3r  have  been 
unpacked  for  (be  purpose  of  dying,  staining,  print- 
ing, or  cleansing  them  from  stains,  dbc.,  the  same 
as  if  they  had  not  been  so  unpacked,  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  amendment  adopted  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  specifying  the  different  duties  oa  wines, 
was  then  taken  up.  Some  remarks  were  made 
upon  this  subject  by  Messrs.  WaiaaT  and  McKm. 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  to  amend  the  amendnaent 
by  inserting  "^  Burgundy,  Champaigne,  Rhenish, 
and  Tokay,"  as  subject  to  the  same  duty  as  is 
imposed  on  Madeira  wine,  say  70  cents  per  gailoo. 
This  was  agreed  to. 

The  same  member  moved  to  exempt  from  the 
operation  of  the  amendment  such  Spanish  wines 
as  were  not  enumerated  in  it,  so  as  to  leave  them 
subject  to  the  duty  already  imposed  ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  same  member,  also,  moved  to  reduce  the 
proposed  doty  on  "  Fayal  and  all  other  wines  from 
the  Western  Islands"  rrom  40  to  30  cents  per  gal- 
lon.   This  was  not  agreed  to. 

He  then  moved  to  reduce  the  proposed  duty  on 
Malaga  wine  from  30  to  25  cents  per  gallon ;  which 
was  also  disagreed  to. 

He  then  moved  to  strike  out  "  50  per  cent,  ad 
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ralorem,"  a$  the  duty  to  be  imposed  on  "  Ciaret 
wioes,  and  all  other  wioes  not  before  enumerated, 
in  bottles,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  "  30  cents 
per  gallon."  This  was  opposed  bv  Messrs.  Web- 
ster and  Miller,  and  supported  by  Mr.  McKim. 
It  was  not  adopted. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  daose  imposing  a  duty  on  Claret  and  Malaga 
wines.    The  amendment  was  not  adopted. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  it  out,  and  inserting  a  new  sec- 
tion, imposing  a  duty  of  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
on  all  wines  imported  in  bottles  and  cases;  and 
on  all  wines,  imported  otherwise  than  in  bottles, 
40  ner  cent. ;  provided  that  no  duty  on  any  wine 
shall  ever  exceed  100  cents  per  gallon.  This  was 
advocated  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Webster  and  Poinsett.    It  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  concurring 
in  the  amendment  as  agreed  to  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  as  amended  by  the  House,  and  was 
decided  as  follows : 

YKAf — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alexander 
of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Ten- 
Deuee,  Archer,  Baylies,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Blair, 
Breck,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Campbell  of  South 
Cuolina,  Caiter,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cushman, 
Cothbert,  Dnrfee,  Dwighl,  Eddy,  Bdwsrds  of  North 
Csrolins,  Fuller,  Gsrnett,  Gov&n,  Hamilton,  Hsyden, 
HaywarJ,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Houston,  F.  Johnson, 
Kent,  Lee,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke,  McCoy, 
McDaffie,  McKee,  McLsne  of  Delaware,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ler, Moore  of  Alabama,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien, 
Owen,  PJamer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Arthur  Smith, 
Spaigbt,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Udree,  Vance  of  South  Carolina,  Vinton,'  Webster, 
ud  Whipple— 66. 

Nats — Mesara.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allison,  Barber  of 
Conncctient,  P.  P.  Barbpar,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartley, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bock,  Buckner,  Cam- 
brelens,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cary,  Cassedy,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Condict,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Day, 
DwineJl,  Eaton,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
Fonyth,  Forward,  Garrison,  '^Gatlin,  Gaslay,  Gist, 
Hall,  Harris,  Harrey,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom, 
Holcombe,  Hooks,  Isacks,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kid- 
der, Kremer,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Leftwich,  Letcher, 
Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  Long,  Longfellow,  Mc- 
Arthar,  McKeao,  McKim,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mangum, 
Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  MarWn,  Matiack,  Mat- 
ton,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of 
Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Neale,  Pat^ 
tersoo  of  PenosyUania,  Patteraon  of  Ohio,  Plnmer  of 
PennsylTania,  Prince,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich, 
Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Alexander 
Smyth,  William  Smith.  Spence,  Standefer,  Sterling, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewsrt,  Stoddard, 
Siran,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tucker  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Tyaon,  Vance  of 
Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Warfield,  Wayne, 
Whitman,  WhttUesey,  White,  Wicklifie,  Williama  of 
New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Willisms  of  North 
Carolina,  Jamea  Wilaon,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood*  Woods,  and 
Wrightr-126. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 


Mr,  Too  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  ad- 
ding to  the  clause  which  now  reads  thus :  "  On 
cotton  ^bagging  four  and  a  half  cents  per  square 
yard,"  the  words,  *' until  the  30th  day  of  June 
next,  and  six  cents  per  square  yard  after  that 
time."  This  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Too,  Cooi^LETCHER,and  Wright,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Brent,  Cobb,  Owen,  and  McDdfpie. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tob  was 
decided  by  the*  following  vote  : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Tennessee,  Allison*  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut, 
Bartley,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Durfee,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Findlay, 
Foot  ^f  Connecticut,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay, 
Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herrick,  Herki- 
mer, Holcombe,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  F.  Johnson, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Little, 
McArthur,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Mark- 
ley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matiack,  Matson,  Metcalfe, 
Miller,  Mitchell  of  PennayWania,  Moore  of  Kentucky, 
Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsj^lvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  PennsylYsnia,  Prince,  Reynolds,  Rich, 
Rogers,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stewart, 
Stoddard,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Test,  Thompson  of 
Kentncky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  RensselaeffV  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wick- 
liffs,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilaon,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wrightr.~97. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
ginia, Allen  of  Massachusetts,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Brent,  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina, 
Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Conner,  Crowninshield, 
Culpeper,  Cushmsn,  Cothbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Dwtght, 
Eaton,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forsyth, 
Frost,  Fuller,  Gamett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Hall, 
Hamilton,  Hsrvev,  Hsyward,  Hogeboom,  Hooks, 
Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Left- 
wich, Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  J<ocke,  Long» 
Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffle,  McKee,  McKim,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Md., 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelaon,  Newton,  O'Brien, 
Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampahire,  Poinsett,  Ran- 
dolph, Rankin,  Reed,  Richards,  Saunders,  Sandford, 
Sibley  Arthur  Smyth,  Alexander  Smith,  Wm.  Smith, 
Speight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephen- 
son, Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Geo.<  Tucker, 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vaneo  of 
North  CaroUna,  Warfield,  Webster,  Whipple,  Wil- 
liams  of  New  York,  WUliams  of  Virginia,  WUltams 
of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  CaroUna— 09. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Too  was  rejected. 
The  Hoase  then  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


V Weonesdayj  April  12. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Whit- 
tlesey, on  Saturday  last,  was  taken  up,  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  two  Messages  received  from  thePREsioEiiT 
OF  THE  United  States,  on  Saturday,  were  read, 
and  are  as  follows : 

FIRST. 

Tothe  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  StaUs: 
I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
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War,  with  the  ftocompanying  doc  amenta,  oontainiDg 
the  inlbnnataoD  requratea  bjr  reaolution  of  Hooae  of 
the  10th  ultimo,  and  which  communicatee  the  accounta 
of  all  the  Generals  in  the  Army  ;  likewiae  of  the  In- 
apector  General,  the  Chiefs  of  the  Engineer  and  Ord- 
nance Corpa,  and  Surgeon  General,  for  the  two  years 
preceding  the  SOth  of  September  last ;  alao,  showing 
the  amount  of  money  paid  to  each,  nnder  the  different 
hea^s  of  pay,  fael,  atraw,  quarters,  transportation,  and 
all  other  extra  and  contingent  allowances ;  which  re- 
port, together  with  the  statements  herewith  tranamit- 
lad,  luraiah  all  the  information  required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Awmis.  9,  18M. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  SOth  of  December  last,  upop  the  re- 
port of  expenditures  in  the  Ordnance  Department. 

8EC0N0. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  the  State  oT 
Virginia  to  interest  on  sums  advanced  by  that 
State  for  militia  services,  during  the  late  war ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

[See  Senate  proceedings  of  April  12,  anU,  for 
this  Message.] 

Mr.  Conner  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  (m*  consideration  to«morrow,  viz : 

RemUvtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  Hoose  a 
detailed  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  $9,126 
have  beeii^  diabursed,  which  was  appropriated  by  the 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  for  purehaatng  a  lot  of 
land,  and  for  conetracting  pipes  for  aupplying  the 
Executive  officea  and  President's  house  with  water. 
Ako,  a  detailed  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
#10,000  have  been  expended,  which  was  appropriated 
by  the  act  of  the  80th  of  April,  1818,  for  graduating 
and  improving  the  Preaident*a  square. 

Mr.  CusHMAN  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Rnolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Bevolotionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  placing  on  the  pension  roll,  all  the  surviving  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  who  en- 
tered the  service,  or  enlisted  for  three  years,  or  during 
the  war»  prior  to  the  year  1781,  and  who  aerved  out 
the  time  for  which  they  engaged,  or  were  honorably 
diacharged  ;  which  waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martindale^  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
ttpediency  of  so  modij^ing  and  amending  the 
^'Act  for  enrolling  and  ueensing  ships  or  vessels 
to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries, 
and  for  regulating  the  same,"  as  to  exempt  all 
vessels  and  boats  employed  in  navigating  the  ca- 
nals in  the  State  of  New  York,  from  the  necessity 
of  being  enrolled  or  licensed,  and  from  the  pay- 
ment of  tonnage  duties. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,"  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  which  was  the  consideration  of 
the  Tariff  bill,  when—. 

Mr.  Rich  moved  to  strike  out  the  minimum 


valuation  (of  forty  cents  per  yard)  on  w(K>llens, 
and  to  insert,  after  the  words  ^  on  all  manufac- 
*  tures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  a  com* 
'  ponent  part,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 

<  until  June  SOth,  1825,  and  after  that  time  a 
'  duty  of  thirty-three  aqd  one-third  per  cent,  ad 

<  vajorvm,"  the  following  words :  '<  imul  June  SOth, 
1826,  and  after  that  time  a  doty  of  thirty-seven 
and-a*half  per  cent,  atf  valanfUL" 

Mr.  McliiM  advocated  the  amendment  in  a  few 
observations. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  It  is  not  iny  intention  to  appeal 
to  theory  on  this  subject.  The  deep  interests  of 
my  constituents,  whose  capital  and  industry  are 
very  equally  distributed  between  agriculture  and 
commerce,  (which  embrace  the  pursuits  of  my 
life,)  and  the  manufacturers  of  wool,  cotton,  cot- 
ton gins,  muskets,  rifles,  swords,  and  pistols,  as 
well  for  your  Army  and  Navv  as  for  your  distin- 
guished officers,  whipb  are  all  in  my  immediate 
vicinity,  constitute  ray  apology  for  addressing 
you }  and  the  declaration  ot  the  Chairmmn  of  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures,  that  this  bill  wms 
designed  for  the  encouragement  of  each  of  these 
branches  of  national  industry,  in  my  opinion, 
makes  the  doty  imperative  on  me. 

The  principles  which  have  been  advanced  by 
some  of  the  zealous  advocates  of  the  bill  under 
consideratioiK  with  some  of  its  provisions,  which 
seem  to  be  founded  on  those  principles,  in  my 
opinion  call  loucfly  on  the  friends  of  agricuUore, 
ot  commerce,  and  even  on  the  friends  of  manu- 
factures themselves,  to  examine  its  details  with 
a  scrutinizing,  if  not  with  a  jealous  eye. 

Although  the  bill  itself  does  not  openly  and 
fairly  propose,  in  every  instance^  a  duty  which,  at 
first  sight,  appears  to  be  prohibitory,  still,  as  it  is 
advocated  upon  that  principle  b^  many  of  its 
friends,  it  is  lair  to  infer  that  such  is  the  objecL 

A  distinguished  member,  to  whom  I  shall  not 
now  allude,  for  reasons  which  will  be  well  ander^ 
stood,  but  whose  arguments  will  not  plead  privil- 
ege, in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  has  told  us, 
"  That  the  great  leading  policy  of  this  Ctorem- 
ment  must  be  changed;''  ''that  a  new  system 
must  be  adopted ;"  "  that  we  must  become  a  great 
manufacturing  nation ;"  that  the  people  of  these 
United  States  most  no  longer  be  permitted  to  pur- 
sue the  occupations  of  their  own  choice,  or  em- 
ploy their  capital  and  their  industry  in  those  pur- 
suits to  which  their  own  good  judgment,  or  their 
natural  advantages,  their  education,  and  their 
skill,  are  best  adapted;  but  the  farmer  must  leave 
his  plough,  and  the  sailor  his  ship,  and  the  mer- 
chant his  counting  hoose^  and  be  immured  within 
the  walls  of  large  manofacturtng  establishments; 
that  your  agriculture  and  your  commerce  must 
become  tributary  to  manufactures;  that  agricul- 
ture, the  mother,  and  commerce,  the  elder  sister, 
must  be  sacrificed  t6  the  ambition  of  manufac- 
tures, the  younger  sister,  the  miss  in  her  teen  si 
This  is  the  new,  this  is  the  grand  system  of  policy  , 
which  you  propos^  to  force  upon  the  good  people 
of  these  United  States. 


2297 


BISTORT  OF  OONGRBSS. 


2208 


Apbil;  1^24. 


The  Tariff  Bill. 


H.  or  R. 


Sir,  joa  wiU  soon  fiod  your  impotence  and  yoar 
weakness  in  this  attempt.  The  people  are  yet 
your  masters,  although  yoa  may  think  them  your 
slaves.  Before  yoa  can  effect  this  great  change 
in  the  leading  policy  of  the  country,  vou  must 
first  make  the  people  slaves.  I  am  well  aware,  if 
you  could  carry  your  new  system  of  policy  into 
full  and  complete  effect,  the  people,  would  soon  be- 
come slaves;  the  genius  and  spirit  of  your  Gov- 
ernment would  be  entirely  changed;  the  equal 
distribution  of  property,  on  which  alone  a  free 
government  can  long  exist,  and  the  independent 
spirit  of  our  hardy  yeomanry,  would  soon  be  de- 
stroyed ;  your  Grovernment  changed  into  a  purse- 
proad  aristocracy,  and  your  population  become 
lords  and  tenants. 

But  this  you  cannot  effect  Any  attempt  to 
force  the  people  of  these  Slates  into  this  silk- 
worm policy,  by  the  magic  power  of  your  tariff 
bilU,  will  prove  abortive.  Their  habits  are  too 
deeply  rooted.  The  great  variety  and  fertility  of 
soil,  the  immense  extent  of  territory,  and  the 
ocean  which  washes  nearly  three  thousand  miles 
of  your  coast;  the  majestic  navigable  rivers  which, 
like  the  grand  arteries  in  the  hupian  body,  flow 
from  the  heart  of  your  country  to  the  ocean, 
speak  a  language  which  cannot  be  misunderstood, 
aod  never  will  be  disobeyed ;  you  must,  and  will, 
be  a  great  agricultural  and  comniercial  nation,  in 
spite  of  all  your  legislation. 

You  may,  by  your  restrictions,  embarrass  and 
fetter  their  enterprise  for  a  short  period ;  you  may 
l^idate  them  into  adversity,  but  it  is  impossible 
to  legislate  a  people  into  prosperity. 

The  greatest  degree  ofnational  and  individual 
wealth  is  obtained  by  permitting  labor,  skill,  and 
capital,  to  fiod  their  own  employment  and  invest- 
ment unshackled,  and  encourage  a  free  and  unre- 
stricted trade.  Every  attempt  of  Gk)verninent  to 
direct  or* regulate  the  employment  of  capital,  or 
enterprise,  is  mischievous.  The  only  object  of  a 
wise  Government  should  be,  to  remove  obstrdo- 
tioDs  to  the  free  use  of  capital  and  industry.  The 
politicians  of  Great  Britain  have  become  sensible 
of  the  truth  of  this  position,  and  are  recediiig  from 
the  system  of  arbitrary  dictation  and  restrictions, 
and  shall  we  now  plunge  into  it  7  Shall  we,  at 
this  time,  put  on  tlie  tattered  garments  of  an  ex- 
ploded policy  ? 

The  power  to  regulate  commerce  was  never 
designed  to  authorize  its  destruction,  or  prescribe 
its  channels.  It  may  be,  and  often  is,  necessary 
to  suspend  it  by  embargo,  for  a  tinie,  as  the  most 
efficient  mode  of  protection ;  but  the  interests  of 
agriculture  or  manufactures  cannot  be  improved 
by  continued  restrictions  on  commerce. 

What  will  be  the  effect  of  imposing  heavy  du-> 
ties  on  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  other 
countries,  but  retaliation,  by  similar,  or  perhaps 
even  higher  duties  on  our  productions  in  their 
ports,  which  will  drive  us  entirely  from  their  mar- 
kets, and  turn  the  channel  of  their  trade  to  other 
countries,  for  those  supplies  which  we  can  furnish 
io  abundance  1  And,  while  we  are  destroying 
our  commerce,  in  the  wretched  attempt  to  foster 
our  manufactures  by  law,  Europe  will  monopo- 


lize the  whole  trade  with  the  South  American 
States^  and  we  shall  find,  to  our  cost,  that  there 
is  no  foreign  market  for  our  manufactures,  which 
have  been  nursed  with  so  much  care  in  this  hot- 
bed system ;  but  we  must  be  compelled  to  use  our 
own  manufactures,  and  agriculture  must  pay  the 
increased  price,  and  make  up  the  deficiency  in  our 
revenue,  while  the  produce,  as  well  of  agriculture 
as  manufactures,  will  be  confined  to  home  con- 
sumption. 1  ask,  will  this  increase  your  wealth 
and  your  independence?  Will  this  furnish  a 
market  for  your  surplus  produce?  Will  this  en- 
courage domestic  industry  ? 

Commerce  has  afforded  you  about  $400,000,000 
of  revenue  I  Will  your  manufacturers,  without 
a  foreign  market,  be  able  to  supply  the  deficit  of 
duty  on  imports  ?  Can  you  collect  twenty  mil* 
lions  of  dollars  annually  irom  manufactures,  even 
if  you  could  transform  all  your  hardy  seamen  and 
farmers  into  spinners  and  weavers  ?  Your  man- 
ufacturing interest  generally,  even  now,  is  less  de- 
pressed than  your  agriculture  and  commerce,  when 
skilfully  and  prudently  managed.  What  stronger 
evidence  of  this  fact  can  there  be,  than  that  man- 
ufacturing capital  is  rapidly  increasing?  Yon 
have  already  afforded  protection  to  this  branch 
of  industry,  equal  to  nearly  40  per  cent,  on  the 
cost  of  your  fabrics;  and  if,  with  this  bounty, 
they  cannot  compete  with  foreign  manulactures, 
at  home,  I  think  it  would  puzzle  the  ingenuity  of 
that  gentleman,  aided  by  the  whole  host  of  pro- 
fessional gentlemen,  to  show  how  our  manuiac- 
tures  are  to  find  a  fair  competition  in  foreign 
markets,  when  you  add  to  the  original  cost  the 
freight  and  insurance  to  a  foreign  market. 

In  our  country,  sir,  every  branch  of  lawful  in- 
dustry is  entitled  to  an  equal  portion  of  your  fost- 
eriujg  care,  and  has  a  right  to  demand  equal  pro- 
tection from  the  Government.  Your  tariff  bill, 
by  taxing  one  interest  for  the  encouragement  of 
another,  operates  as  a  bounty,  which  lays  evecy 
other  interest  under  ^sontribution  for  the  support  of 
the  manufacturer,  and  is,  therefore,  unequal  and 
unjust}  it  taxes  the  many  for  the  support  of  a 
few.  As  a  general  principle,  the  perfect  freedom 
of  trade  or  commerce,  which  is  the  interchange 
of  commodities,  should  never  be  restricted  or  bur- 
dened, except  for  the  necessary  purpose  of  reve- 
nue, in  the  benefits  of  which  every  portion  of  the 
community  is  interested ;  and  by  universal  con- 
sent, every  well  regulated  Grovernment  has  re- 
sorted to  it. 

The  policy  of  Enffland,  which  the  gentleman 
has  taken  as  a  model  for  his  new  American  pol- 
icy, is  quoted  by  the  advocates  of  this  bill  to  prove 
its  utility,  and  the  necessity  of  adopting  this  new 
system  of  political  economy. 

Sir,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  subject 
is  not  better  understood.  Her  wisest  statesmen 
deprecate  that  policy,  to  which  they  have  been 
driven  by  necessity,  m  order  to  meet  the  enor- 
mous expenses  incurred  in  her  long  protracted 
continental  w^s.  Her  system  of  hounties,  and 
drawbacks  of  excise,  which  some  of  our  knowing 
ones  seem  to  admire,  and  to  consider  as  the  true 
philosopher's  stone,  the  magic  wand  which  has 
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produced  her  great  wealth,  is  nothing  bat  the 
miserable  effect  of  her  otherwise  ruinous  system 
of  restriction;  and  the  gentleman  might  hare 
found  the  table  of  the  British  Parliament  groaning 
under  the  petitions  of  her  suffering  subjects,  paint- 
ing in  colors  equally  glowing  with  his  own  de- 
scription of  imaginary  distress  m  this  happy  coun- 
try, and  signed  by  ten  times  the  number  of  half- 
starved  victims  which  hare  been  obtained  by 
hawking  petitions  about  our  country  for  signa- 
tures. Her  system  is  a  mere  opiate  to  relieve  ex- 
treme distress — a  dose  of  poisonous  or  noxious 
drugs  to  counteract  a  raging  disease,  and  the  tem- 
porary relief,  afforded  by  this  violent  remedy,  has 
been  mistaken  bv  some  of  our  political  doctors  as 
evidence  of  perfect  health  in  the  body  politic. 

I  cannot,  1  will  not  believe  that  the  zealous  ad- 
mirers of  British  policy  ;  the  warm  advocates  of 
this  wonderful  tariff  bill — this  patent  medicine, 
which  is  to  cure  all  diseases,  really  intended  to 
hazard  the  operation  of  this  "  nostrum'*  as  a  mere 
experiment  upon  the  healthy,  youthful,  and  vigor- 
ous Constitution  of  odr  infant  countrv,  merely  to 
test  its  effects  ;  that  they  mean  to  produce  disease 
merely  to  show  their  skill  in  curing  the  patient.  No, 
sir ;  gentlemen,  in  my  humble  opinion,  have  been 
deceived  by  the  visionarv  dreams  of  pamphleteers 
and  political  quacks,  who  have  inundated  this 
country  with  their  "  specifics"  and  *^  nostrums  i^ 
who  have  conjured  up  imaginary  ocenes  of  distress, 
borrowed,  perhaps,  from  novels,  or  the  effusions  of 
a  fervid  imagination  in  painting  scenes  of  distress 
in  other  countries  to  which  we  are  total  strangers ; 
or,  perhaps,  merely  for  the  mercenary  purpose  of 
finding  a  catch-penny  market  for  their  books,  by 
the  relation  of  horrid  tales,  made  up  to  frighten 
old  women  or  credulous  children : — ^like  the  story 
of  the  "  Jersey  dancers,  who  were  represented  as 
having  danced  their  feet  off  to  the  nddle  of  the 
Arch  Deceiver,  and  were  left  dancing  on  the 
stumps  of  their  leffs  after  the  feet  were  worn  off." 

I  ask  any  member  of  this  Committee  if  he  has 
seen  any  such  picture  of  extreme  distress  in  this 
country  1  A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  (Mr. 
Brown,)  on  the  subject  of  iron,  indeed,  told  us, 
he  bad  seen  a  sheriff  ho verins  about  his  iron  works, 
and  probably}  the  iron  was  hot ;  but  I  did  not  un- 
derstand him  to  say  that  any  of  the  owners  or 
workmen  were  starving  for  want  of  bread ;  or  that 
there  was  any  insurrection  or  rebellion  against 
^  the  laws ;  or  that  the  bloody  scenes  of  Manchester 
were  exhibited  in  the  State  founded  by  the  peace- 
ful Penn. 

That  the  golden  days  of  our  prosperity  have 
continued  unclouded  to  the  present  time,  no  one 
will  claim.  The  whole  civilized  world  has  re- 
ceived a  shock  by  the  sudden  transition  from  a 
state  of  universal  war  to  universal  peace.  The 
best  remedy  is  repose ;  universal  languor  and  las- 
situde is  the  natural  effect  which  is  uniformly  pro- 
duced by  violent  exercise,  and  unusual  excitement 
in  the  human  body,  and  rest  and  quiet  reppse  are 
indispensable  to  restore  the  system.*  Apply  the 
same  principle  to  the  body  politic,  and  its  eflects 
will  be  found  equally  salutary. 

Every  interest  in  our  country  is  gradually  re- 


covering from  the  shock  which  has  affected  every 
class  otour  citizens ;  and,  if  the  officious  interfer- 
ence of  misguided  legislation  does  not  prevent  it, 
our  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  will 
soon  nnd  their  proper  place  on  a  peace  establish- 
ment. Your  tariff  of  1816  was  intended  to  afford 
relief  to  your  manufactures..  It  did,  like  the  Brit- 
ish policy,  afford  a  temporary  relief;  but  its  effects 
are  still  visible  on  our  commerce,  and  sensibly  af- 
fects and  itnuresour  agriculture;  and,  at  this  mo- 
ment, and  for  more  than  three  years  past,  has  de- 
pressed our  manufactures  by  restrictions  imposed 
on  our  commerce.  For,  let  me  assure  gentlemen, 
that  manufactures  can  no  more  exist  and  flourish 
without  commerce,  than  animal  life  can  be  sus- 
tained without  air. 

Agriculture  is  the  first  and  noblest  employment 
of  man.  On  this  we  depend  for  subsistence.  It 
is  the  mother  of  commerce,  and  all  the  useful  arts. 
With  the  increase  of  population,  commerce,  or  an 
interchange  of  com mooi lies  of  necessity,  springs 
into  being,  because  the  variety  of  soil  and  climate 
produces  a  variety  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth  adapted 
(o  our  conveniences  and  our  wants,  and  manufac- 
tures of  different  kinds  spontaneously  grow  up  to 
meet  the  necessary  demands  of  both  agriculture 
and  commerce.  The  mere  exchange  of  commodi- 
ties with  our  neighbors — the  passing  of  an  article 
from  hand  to  hand,  requires  but  little  aid  from 
manufactures ;  but  the  labor  of  many  artists  is  re- 
quired to  build  the  ship  to  carry  on  commerce 
with  foreign  nations;  and  I  believe  I  may  safely 
say,  that  snip  building,  at  this  moment,  employs 
more  native  American  citizens  than  all  the  maa- 
ufactories  of  the  country. 

From  this  view  of  the  sul^ect,  it  must  be  clear, 
that  any  attempt  to  build  up  manufactures  on  any 
other  foundation  than  agriculture  and  comaierce, 
or  upon  the  ruins  of  either  of  these  great  interests, 
would  be  as  absurd  and  preposterous  as  to  attempt 
to  build  a  house  on  a  soap  bubble.  What  has  sup- 
ported the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain — ^what 
the  manufactures  of  India,  but  their  commerce 
with  the  whole  civilized  world  ?  The  amount 
of  supplies  always  has  been,  and  always  will  be, 
regulated  by  the  demand.  Commerce  is  the  great 
artery  through  which  the  blood  flows  to  the  ex- 
tremities, which  returns  with  supplies  through  the 
veins  again  to  the  heart,  and  gives  life  and  energy 
to  the  whole  system.  It  is  truly  the  t?w  vita  of  the 
system. 

The  gentleman  has  told  us  there  are  two  classes 
of  politicians  in  this  country — the  one  devoted  to 
foreign  policy,  who  would  lay  duties  on  imports 
only  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  has  attempted 
to  prove  (with  what  success  we  shall  probably  see 
hereafter;  that  this  policy  actually  encourages  the 
industry  and  manufactures  of  foreign  countries  to 
the  injury  of  our  own.  Sir,  it  would  have  been  very 
grati^ing  to  the  Committee,  I  presume,  if  the  gen- 
tleman had  told  us  what  country  had  adopted  this 
policy,  except  our  own,  previous  to  the  tariff  of 
1816.  The  other  class,  to  which  he  professes  to 
belong,  and  which  he  is  pleased  to  style  the  Ameri> 
can  policy,  would  adopt  the  system  of  restrictions 
and  prohibitions  whtrh  Bonaparte  attempted    to 
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enforce  against  Great  Britain,  as  the  last  desperate 
eflbrt  to  distress  his  inveterate  enemy,  and  which 
he  thea  called  the  Continental  Policy  of  Europe — 
a  system  of  entire  exclusion  and  prohibition  of 
British  manufactures  on  the  Continent  of  Eu- 
rope, w^hile,  at  the  very  same  time,  the  boasted 
^Ktmy  of  England,'^  as  he  then  styled  it,  was 
clad  in  British  manufactures.  Spain,  poor  degrad- 
ed Spain,  has  tried  this  same  system  of  restrictions 
and  prohibitions,  until  she  has  sunk  from  the  lofty 
station  ^rjiich  she  once  held  in  the  scale  of  nations 
to  her  present  condition,  but  a  small  removie  from 
colonial  Tassalage.  England,  in  time  of  war,  has 
resorted  to  it,  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  from 
every  class  a  heavy  contribution.  And  now,  sir, 
we  are  told  this  is  the  uew  discovered,  true  Ameri- 
can policy — lay  prohibitory  duties  on  imports  from 
foreign  countries ;  destroy  your  commerce,  which 
has  furnished  your  whole  revenue;  prevent  the 
export  of  any  6f  your  produce  by  prohibiting  the 
import  of  any  thin^  in  return ;  prohibit  any  inter- 
change of  commodities  with  foreign  nations:  and 
all  this  to  find  a  market  for  our  surplus  produce, 
aod  for  our  domestic  manufactures  I 

The  gentleman  highly  extols  the  British  policy, 
(which  he  will  claim  as  American,)  because  the 
enormous  amount  of  taxes  paid  in  England  fur- 
nishes strong  evidence  of  her  prosperity  and  ability 
to  pay  !  I  stronsly  suspect  the  American  people 
are  not  very  ambitious  of  showing  evidence  of 
their  prosperity  in  the  same  way,  by  the  amount 
of  taxes  they  can  pav.  Besides^,  sir,  it  will  re- 
quire a  long  course  or  instruction,  and  strong  ar- 
gument, to  convince  us  that  the  bloody  scenes  at 
Manchester  among  the  starving  manufacturers,  or 
the  famine  and  distress  in  Ireland,  furnish  the  best 
evidences  of  prosperity  and  happiness,  or  induce 
our  people  to  adopt  their  policy,  or  excite  a  wish 
to  exchange  conditions.  * 

But,  sir,  in  the  same  speech  in  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  recommended  the  adoption  of  this  sys- 
tem of  encouraging  manufactures  by  restrictions 
on  commerce,  he  has.  if  I  understood  him  correctly, 
declared  himself  "  the  firm  friend  of  a  free  com- 
merce, upon  the  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity.-' 
The  propositions  made  by  him,  in  committee,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whisitey  trade,  of  an  increased 
duty  on  molasses,  of  100  per  cent,  which  must  en- 
tirely destroy  the  trade  with  the  West  Indies,  or 
impose  a  heavy  tax  on  the  laboring  poor,  I  do  not 
feel  myself  bound  to  reconcile  with  nis  argument. 

The  gentleman  has  expressed  his  extreme  mor- 
tification, on  looking  at  a  book  lately  published  in 
England,  in  which  the  writer  states,  **  that  Great 
'  Hritain  enjoys  a  more  profitable  trade  with  the 

*  United    States,  since  their  independence,  than 

*  ^r  ben  they  were  colonies."  Sir,  this  would  not  be 
the  first  time  in  which  particular  and  detached  parts 
of  a  iirork  have  been  quoted,  in  support  of  particu- 
lar tenet5,  or  pre-conceived  opinions,  if  such  were 
the  case  here;  which,  however,  I  will  not  believe 
'vas  designed  in  this  instance.  But^  sir,  if  (he  gen- 
tleman bad  read  the  whole  work,  in  my  opinion, 
he  -would  have  found  stronger  grounds  lor  exulta- 
tion and  national  pride,  than  for  '*  mortificatioo." 
*rbe  writer  ha^  endeavored  to  reconcile  the  Brit- 


ish nation  to  the  loss  of  the  colonies,  by  proving 
that  she  has  enjoyed  a  better  trade  with  us,  as  an 
independent  nation,  than  she  ever  did,  or  ever 
could  have  enjoyed,  if  these  United  States  had  re- 
mained British  colonies.  He  contrasts  our  pres- 
ent condition  with  that  of  the  colonies;  paints,  in 
glowing  colors,  our  prosperity ;  and  recommends 
the  entire  abandonment  of  the  colonial  policy,  and 
that  Canada  should  become  also  independent, 
because  she  now  costs  the  mother  country  more 
than  she  is  worth. 

The  tariff  of  1816,  avowedl^r  supported  on  the 
same  principle,  of  giving  a  spring  to  domestic  in- 
dustry, and  encouraging  our  infant  manufactures, 
as  the  present  tariff  bill,  has  been  in  full  operation 
for  seven  years ;  and  if  the  picture  of  distress  so 
ably  drawn  by  the  gentleman,  be  a  fair  represen- 
tation, we  should  suppose  that  gentlemen  would 
be  more  disposed  to  abandon  it,  than  to  increase 
the  eviU,  by  extending  this  system  of  American 
policy.  One  petition,  from  Uelaware,  contains 
much  useful  instruction  on  this  subject:  '^The 
^  duties  on  low  priced  cottons,  amounting  nearly  to 
*  prohibition,  have  created  such  competition  in  the 
'  manufacture  of  this  article,  it  cannot  be  manu- 
^  factored  to  a  profit ;"  and  they  pray  Congress  to 
increase  the  duty  on  the  finer  cottons  for  the  par- 
pose  of  turning  some  part  of  the  capital  now  em« 
ployed  in  coarse  cottons,  to  the  manufacture  of 
fine  cottons,  or  to  some  other  employment.  The 
only  answer  1  can  give  this,  is,  if  this  has  been  the 
effect  "  in  the  green  tree,  what  will  be  done  in  the 
dry  ?"  While  you  still  have  some  commerce  re- 
maining, and  these  coarse  cottons  find  their  way 
to  Soutn  America,  what  will  be  the  condition  of 
these,  and  all  other  manufactures,  when  your  com- 
merce is  destroyed  '7 

Perhaps,  sir,  this  should  be  called  the  American 
policy.  It  is  the  policy  which  has  been  adopted 
m  our  country,  in  relation  to  banks,  which  by  this 
time  must  be  tolerably  well  understood  in  some 
parts  of  our  country.  Yoii  now  propose  to  adopt 
the  same  policy  in  relation  to  manufactures.  Sir, 
in  my  opinion,  call  it  by  what  name  you  will,  it 
is  a  ruinous  policy. 

The  gentleman  tells  us  the  present  system  oper- 
ates unequally ;  some  portions  of  the  country  suf- 
fer greater  distress  than,  others.  And  how  does 
he  propose  to  remedv  this  evil?  By  making  the 
others  suffer  as  much!  Are  we  to  engage  in  the 
unprofitable  contest  which  can  do  the  other  most 
harm  ?  Would  it  not  be  better  to  adopt  a  liberal 
system  of  policy,  instead  of  further  restrictions, 
and  leave  mdustry,  enterprise,  and  capital,  free 
from  any  unnecessary  restraint?  Eacn  portion 
of  the  country  would  then  prosper  m  proportion 
to  their  natural  advanuges,and  their  iuaustry  and 
economy. 

The  gentleman  has  endeavored  to  prove  that 
our  agriculture  and  commerce  are  languishing,  by 
a  paper  calculatioa,  showing  that  our  exports  nave 
not  increased  in  proportion  to  our  population. 
Such  a  calculation  is  as  deceptive  as  the  estimates 
of  the  "  balance  of  trade  against  us ;"  because  we 
sold  our  produce  in  a  foreign  market,  for  more 
than  it  cost  at  home,  which  was  much  relied  on 
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by  the  friends  of  a  former  tariff,  but  seems  now  to 
be  abandoned.  If  the  labor  of  one  man  is  capa- 
ble of  producing  sustenance  for  one  hundred,  does 
it  follow,  that  if  our  population  has  increased  ten- 
Told,  that  the  foreign  demand  must  increase  in  the 
same  ratio? 

But,  sir,  we  have  been  told  that  our  commerce 
is  already  destroyed,  and  therefore  this  bill  cannot 
injure  it.  But  does  your  receipts  from  imports 
prove  this  ?  From  whence  do  you  derive  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  revenue  ?  It  is  true,  your  agri- 
culture and  your  commerce  languish,  even  more 
than  your  manufactures;  every  interest  is  in  some 
degree  depressed ;  and  what  is  the  cause?  It  is 
necessary  to  ascertain  the  true  cause  to  enable 
you  to  apply  the  proper  remedies.  Several  causes 
have  comoined  to  produce  this  result.  The  en- 
joyment of  the  whole  carrying  trade  for  the  belli- 
gerents of  Europe,  during  the  long  Continental 
war,  from  the  commencement  of  the  French  revo- 
lution until  the  jealousy  of  Great  Britain  towards 
our  rising  commerce,  and  the  inveterate  hostility 
of  France  against  England,  produced  the  famous 
Orders  in  Council  and  French  decrees,  which  al- 
most swept  our  commerce  from  the  ocean,  and 
which  produced  on  our  part  the  adoption  of  the 
restrictive  system  of  embargo  and  non-intercourse, 
and  finally  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  had  in- 
duced our  citizens  to  engage  deeply  in  commerce. 
From  the  year  1790  to  1805,  this  country  enjoyed 
uninterrupted  prosperity;  perhaps  no  nation  on 
earth  ever  increased  so  rapidly  in  wealth;  our 
commerce  literally  covered  the  ocean,  and  our 
flag  waved  over  every  sea.  Our  surplus  agricul- 
tural products  found  a  ready  market,  and  industry 
received  a  rich  reward ;  we  feasted  and  fattened 
on  the  distresses  of  others. 

In  this  situation  the  war  of  1812  found  us.  The 
immense  amount  of  capital  which  had  been  em- 
ployed in  commerce  readily  found  a  profitable  in- 
vestment in  manufactures,  and  during  the  short 
period  of  war  received  a  profit  fully  equal  to  its 
previous  investment — the  enormous  price  of  our 
own  manufactures  lured  the  cupidity  of  avarice 
to  vest  a  large  amount  of  capital  in  large  manu- 
facturing establishments.  The  sudden  and  unex- 
pected peace  of  1815  found  many  of  these  estab- 
lishments just  commencing ;  extensive  and  very 
expensive  buildings  had  been  erected;  and  the 
cost  of  machinery  m  many  instances  had  absorbed 
the  whole  capital,  and  the  speculator  depended  on 
the  promised  pronts,  in  a  very  short  period,  to  re- 
imburse the  expense  and  convert  this  temporary 
loan  into  active,  solid  capital ;  and  in  the  mean- 
time the  farmer  found  a  ready  market  for  his  pro- 
duce. But  the  peace  blasted  the  fond  hopes  of 
the  speculator,  and  destroyed  the  home  marxet  for 
the  produce  of  the  agriculturist. 

Under  these  circumstances,  strong  appeals  were 
made  to  Congress  for  relief;  and  the  tariff  of  1816 
was  the  rem^y  prescribed  by  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress ;  it  had  its  effect  in  affording  a  temporary 
relief;  but  here,  sir,  in  my  humble  opinion,  com- 
menced the  error  in  our  system.  I  would  ask  the 
candid  attention  of  every  sound  politician  to  this 
point :   If,  a  I  the  time  of  adopting  the  tariff  of 


1816,  the  internal  duties  had  been  continued  for 
one  year,  and  the  tariff  limited  to  two  years,  whe- 
ther many  of  the  present  evils  would  not  have 
been  avoided?  Your  manufactures  had  ken 
nursed  in  a  hot-bed ;  they  had  sprung  into  exist- 
ence as  if  by  magic ;  they  were  tender  plants,  and 
should  have  been  exposed  carefully  to  the  open 
air.  But  your  tariff  induced  further  investments, 
which  the  fate  of  this  country  and  the  state  of  the 
world  wouM  not  warrant;  but  they  were  built  on 
your  tariff  alone,  and  you  still  hold  out  further  in- 
ducements to  manufacturinfir  capital,  by  the  con- 
tinual promise  of  further  Tegislalive  aid,  while 
your  foreign  commerce,  and  of  course  your  agri- 
cultural interests,  is  languishing  under  vour  re- 
strictive system;  and  with  your  manufacturing 
interest,  if  you  pursue  this  American  policy,  will 
constantly  become  more  and  more  embarrassed, 
as  you  increase  manufactures,  while  At  the  same 
time  you  are  gradually  destroying  their  market  by 
your  restrictions  on  trade. 

Your  export  trade  was  much  diminished  by 
your  tariff;  the  surplus  produce  of  your  agricul- 
ture perished  on  your  hands^  or  sold  at  one-fourth 
of  its  former  value;  individuals  were  in  debt; 
your  country  was  in  debt ;  and  the  general  dis- 
tress increased  rather  than  diminished,  under  your 
restrictive  system.  In  this  state  of  adversity,  you 
flew  to  remedies  poorly  calculated  to  afford  reliei ; 
you  incorporated  bants,  with  the  delusive  hSpe  of 
increasing  your  wealth  by  the  issue  of  a  flood  of 
paper  money,  without  reflecting  that  the  mere  in- 
crease of  a  circulating  medium,  instead  of  increas- 
ing your  stock  of  wealth,  only  increased  your  dis- 
tress, by  raising  the  price  of  your  produce  id  your 
own  market  so  high  as  to  prevent  a  fair  competi- 
tion with  others  in  a  foreign  market;  and  while 
you  have  b^n  engaged  m  devising  ways  and 
means  to  restore  prosperity,  your  foreign  customers 
have  been  driven  to  other  sources  for  the  supply 
of  the  articles,  which  have  been  perishing  on  our 
hands,  and  which  would  have  found  a  ready  mar- 
ket, but  for  the  system  of  policy  to  which  you  have 
resorted  in  vain  for  relief. 

During  the  three  years  succeeding  the  treaty  of 
peace,  jour  agriculture  and  your  commerce  were 
at  the  lowest  state  of  depression,  while  your  man- 
ufactures were  supported  by  a  contribution  levied 
on  these  Rreat  interests  for  their  support.  During 
the  last  four  years,  manufacturers  have  felt  the 
evils  of  the  system  under  which  agriculture  and 
commerce  had  suffered  for  three  years,  under  the 
accumulated  pressure  of  hard  times  and  the  bur- 
dens imposed  on  them  to  sustain  the  manufactur- 
ing interest,  but  still  more  by  the  influx  of  foreign 
eoods  forced  through  your  auctions.  Yes,  sir,  by 
tne  importation  offabrics  of  a  very  inferior  qual- 
ity— woollen  goods  manufactured  like  sheathing 
paper,  neither  spun  nor  wove,  but  merely  pasted 
together,  the  remnants  of  old  garments,  picked 
op  and  manufactured  with  as  little  expense  as 
paper,  and  through  the  medium  of  your  auction 
Drought  into  competition  with  your  manufactures, 
subject  to  no  charges,  except,  perhaps,  a  small  ad 
valorem  duty  and  one  fourth  of  one  per  cent, 
commission  to  the  auctioneer.     In  this  way  the 
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IbmgD  miaitfteUtfer  has  ^een  enabled  to  compete 
wjtii  roor  American  maoofaotares,  and  atmo«t 
entireljr  destroT  the  manufaeuipes  of  eoarse  wool- 
kfi goods.  Tbis  evil  may  ea8il3r  *be  remedied  by 
foor  auction  bill  now  on  yoar  table,  and  by  the 
lomioum  in  the  bill  now  under  eon^deration, 
wiihoQi  any  essential  injury  to  either  your  agri- 
nitHK  or  f oar  commerce. 

Bat, sir,  another  cause  of  embarrassment  beeins 
to  be  felt,  and  is  complained  of  in  a  petition  irom 
'iecoitoQ  manufacturers  in  Delaware.  Competi- 
tioQiooarown  country,  in  the  article  of  coarse 
(oaonsj  which  has  distressed  the  manufacturers ; 
aadyetyoa  propose  to  give  the  same  encourage- 
ncBt  (0  fine  cottons  and  other  manofacturea, 
whkh  hire  produced  this  eril,  and  which  expe- 
ncDce  has  proved  iojarious  to  coarse  cottons,  un- 
^jost  prohibitory  daties.  Sir,  the  only  relief 
viueii  can  be  aflbrded  in  this  case,  is  in  a  foreign 
nrket  Bat  yon  seem  determined  to  prevent  the 
^^  to  a  foreign  market,  by  laying  such  duties 
3a  imporu  of  articles  which  do  not  affect  yoor 
ova  manufactures,  as  will  inevitably  prevent  ex- 
P<vti;  for  trade  can  never  exist  but  in  an  inter- 
^daage  of  commodities.  Will  you  still  pursue 
^sigmffiOimi  while  your  experi^enee  shows  yoo 
i^iaoefoleflleets? 

Tbe  gentleman  has  called  upon  us  to  look  at 
'^pciiuoos  from  every  section  of  the  country, 
ad  vie*  the  picture  of  general  distress  drawn  up 
vf  the  soflehng  citizens.  Sir,  I  have  examined 
<^pptitbns,  and  have  sought  in  vain  for  the  pic- 
^  of  extreme  distress  which  his  warm  imagina- 
^  hit  painted.  They  state  coolly  and  disnas- 
<0Qaiely,  generally,  that  the  great  interests  or  the 
<"<ntr]r  are  depressed ;  that  industry  does  not  re- 
^^e  the  tame  liberal  rewards  as  in  former  times ; 
^oianQficmrers  of  the  various  articles  of  wool, 
^  iron,  hemp,  glass,  dbc.,  have  stated  the 
^^  and  the  pressare  upon  the  particufar  arti- 
^n^  appeal  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to 
^ide  some  relief  if  practicable.  But,  sir,  if 
i^tiemen  will  examine  these  petitions,  and  the 
*J«s  from  which  they  come,  they  will  find  that 
'■detections  of  oar  country  which  have  most 
^ufaetoring  capital  make  the  least  complaint. 
/«e,  for  instance,  the  six  fiastern  States,  which, 
^tiiei^ni  of  the  amount  of  capful  invested, 
'^  atpbyed  in  manafactures  in  the  several  States, 
^^«i  aboQt  one4ialf  of  the  whole  amount 
^fti  in  the  whole  country,  while  the  popu- 
'^^  of  these  States  comprises  about  one-sixth 
^ythe  whole  pepnlation :  from  this  whole 
^^  fon  do  not  find  one-half  as  many  petitions 
"atm  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  or  one-fourth  as 
^1  to  from  Pennsylvania*  Indeed,  you  find 
^t  ai  many  remonstrating  against  your  tarlfl* 
^  *9  of  those  who  have  appealed  to  your  wis- 
*■  for  rdief,  and  very  probably  some  of  the 
^pfrioos.  After  seeing  the  bill— for  it  does 
^  appear  probcble  that  these  petitioners  ever 
^J^  wch  a  remedy  from  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
r^^whcre  do  you  find  a  memorial  praying 
^pmio  impose  additional  duty  on  spirits  and 
^tSf'  What  petition  can  fale  found  among 
^vhote  Bomber,  which  asks  you  to  change  the 
ISth  Coa.  1st  Sc88._73 


great  "  leading  policy,"  by  compelling  the  people 
to  change  their  occupations  ?  What  petition  calls 
on  Congress  to  sacrifice  either  agriculture  or  com- 
merce for  the  support  of  manufactures  ?  Where 
is  the  petition  from  the  farmers,  which  asks  you 
to  impose  additional  duty  on  Wheat  ?  On  hemp? 
On  flax  ?  Or  even  on  wool  ?  I  believe  there  is 
one  which  asks  for  a  duty  on  potatoes.  But,  sir, 
I  understand  the  people  of  that  State  (Maine)  are 
not  much  in  favor  of  your  tariff,  nor  are  their 
Representatives  among  the  strong  supporters  of 
this  bill. 

I  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  bill 
itself.  Let  us  examine  its  provisions,  and  see 
whether  it  is  calculated  to  produce  the  effects 
contemplated  by  its  advocates.  It  proposes  a 
gradual  increase  of  duty  on  manuractures  of 
wool ;  but,  in  the  next  place,  it  proposes  a  higher 
rate  of  dut^  on  the  raw  material — on  the  wool 
itself.  Thts  would  operate  as  a  bounty  on  the 
foreign  manufacture,  but  for  the  minimum  value 
of  low-priced  cloths  ;  in  fact,  it  will  operate 
against  the  manufacture  of  fine  cloth.  But  this 
duty  on  wool  is  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and 
the  consumer.  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  in  enumerating  the  many  articles  speci- 
fied in  the  bill. 

The  next  article  I  shall  notice  is  lead.  On  this 
raw  material  you  impose  a  tax  of  two  cents  per 
pound,  for  the  benefit  of  the  lead  mines;  and 
then  on  red  and  white  lead  manufactured  from 
this  raw  material,  four  cents  per  pound,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  manufacturer. 

On  hemp  and  flax,  and  on  iron,  you  impose  a 
duty  in  favor  of  agriculture ;  and  on  the  manu- 
facture of  these  articles  a  high  duty,  to  protect 
the  manufacturers.  But  here  you  seem  to  have 
forfirotten  the  consumer — the  ship,  which  is  com- 
pelled to  bear  the  burden  of  these  double  taxes, 
without  any  possible  relief^ 

On  mill  cranks  and  mill  Irons,  four  cents  per 
pound  !  I  would  ask  whether  this  tax  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  farmer,  or  the  miller,  or  the  man 
who*eat8  the  bread  ? 

On  almost  every  too),  by  name,  used  by  the 
mechanics,  and  on  every  implement  used  by  the 
farmer — ploughs,  hoe5,  scythes,  spades,  dbc. — you 
impose  heavy  duties.  Are  these  for  the  encour- 
agement of  agriculture  or  the  mechanic  arts? 
You  propose  even  to  tax  heavily  the  cooking  uten- 
sils used  by  the  poor — the  frying  pans — but  you 
have,  in  your  great  wisdom,  struck  out  gridirons 
and  griddles;  whether  because  these  are  more 
generally  in  use  among  the  rich,  we  have  not  been 
told. 

On  tallow,  four  cents  per  pound !  This  is  to 
make  fat  beef  aad  a  good  marxet  for  all  the  whale 
oil  which  can  ever  he  collected.  But,  as  it  bears 
rather  heavily  on  the  tallow  chandler  and  soap 
boiler,  yon  allow  a  drawback  on  soap  for  hi^ 
relief. 

On  jndigo,  alnm,  vitriol,  copperas,  and  other 
articles  used  in  manufacture,  you  propose  a  tax. 
We  are  bound  to  believe  these  are  designed  for 
the  protection  and  Jencouragement  of  these  manu- 
factures. 
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Iq  Committee,  you  laid  on  molasses  100  per 
cent,  on  the  prevent  rate  of  duty.  Thus,  you  pro- 
posed a  heavy  tax  on  an  important  article  of  sub- 
sistence among  the  poor,  either  for  the  benefit  of 
that  small  part  of  our  countrv  where  molasses  is 
produced,  or  to  encourage  the  use  of  whiskey. 
But  the  House  has  rejected  it.  You  proposed  to 
prerent  the  export  of  gr^iin,  and  convert  it  into 
whiskey  !  You  prefer  whiskey,  which  pa]rs  no 
duty,  to  rum,  on  which  a  heavy  duty  is  levied — 
even  when  a  small  portion  of  molasses  is  distilled. 
Strange  as  it  may  appear,  there  is  no  branch  of 
industry  so  well  protected,  or  so  much  encouraged 
by  your  tariff,  as  the  manufacture  of  whiskey — 
pernaps  for  the  benefit  of  the  morals  of  the  peo- 
ple ! — ^for  you  have,  by  increasing  the  duty  on  im- 
ported spirits,  laid  a  large  bounty  on  whiskey,  at 
the  hazard  of  at  least  one-half  of  the  most  profitable 
commerce  of  the  country — I  mean  the  trade  with 
France,  Holland,  and  the  West  Indies — which 
afford  a  better  market  for  the  surplus  produce  of 
agriculture,  than  all  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Sir,  in  my  opinion,  your  bill,  like  the  Indian's 
description  of  inmcA,  is  made  up  of  contradictions. 
The  principles  contained  in  it  are  at  war  with  each 
otl^er.  You  tax  the  implements  of  husbandry, 
and  all  the  mechanic  arts,  to  promote  industry  \ 
You  tax  necessaries,  instead  of  luxuries  !  You 
tax  the  raw  material  and  the  dyestuffs  of  your 
manufactures !  You  tax  one  man  to  support  an- 
other, and  then  you  tax  the  other  to  support  him ! 
You  tax  industry!  You  tax  yourselves  to  sup- 
port yourselves!  You  seem  determined  to  bear 
your  own  burdens,  and  will  not  consent  that  oth- 
ers, who  are  willing,  should  assist  you !  In  this 
way,  you  expect  to  grow  rich  and  become  inde- 
pendent ! 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  one  article  in  this 
bill,  to  which  my  attention  has  been  called,  par- 
ticularly, by  a  letter  lately  received,  and  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  I 
will  not  require  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
who  has  compared  himself  "to  the  man  in  the 
almanac — stuck  full  of  sticks" — to  answer-  this 
question;  for,  I  do  really  think,  he  has  had  a  hard 
time  of  it.  But  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Storrs,)  who,  some  time  since, 
in  committee,  declared:  ''If  this  bill  would  not 
'  encourage  household  manufactures,  and  find  em- 
'  ployment  for  our  wives  and  daughters,  he  would 
'  not  give  his  vote  in  its  favor."  I  ask  him  to 
show  the  House  what  encouragement  is  provided, 
in  this  bill,  for  a  very  considerable  domestic  house- 
hold manufacture,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  will 
not  be  much  encouraged  by  building  up  large 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  foreigners  and  labor-saving  machinery. 
I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  I  read  a 
part  of  this  letter,  which  is  from  a  gentleman  of 
high  respectability  in  the  State  which  gave  birth 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  to  seven  Senators  and  about 
twenty  members  of  the  present  Congress.  Not- 
withstanding her  interests  have  been  so  much 
neglected  in  the  present  bill^  perhaps  on  account 
of  the  small  space  she  occupies  on  the  map  of  the 


United  States ;  and,  notwithstanding^  she  lays  be- 
fore you  an  incorporated  manufacturing  capital  of 
$7,440,000,  about  one-ninth  part  of  the  amount  in 
the  whole  Union^  while  her  population  comprises 
but  one-twenty-sixth  part ;  and  her  territory  bean 
a  still  less  proportion. 

Mr.  F.  here  read  from  the  letter — 

.  *«That  previong  to  the  teri^T  of  1816,  100,000  yardi 
of  tow  cloth  were  annually  manufactured,  in  theii 
families,  by  the  industrious  females  in  the  vicinity,  foi 
market,  at  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  cents  per  yard 
That  this  cloth  was  made  by  the  industrious  pool 
That,  in  Ifae  same  extant  of  country,  the  last  year 
not  fifteen  thousand  yards  were  made;  that  thes 
females  are  now  out  of  employ ;  that  the  writer  ba 
had  applications,  within  the  last  two  years,  for  employ 
by  these  females,  in  spinning  flax,  or  any  other  en 
ployment,  for  from  fifty  to  eighty  cents  per  weel 
This  manuiacture  gave  employ  to  many  induatrtoi 
females,  who,  by  their  own  labor,  were  well  M.  an 
clothed,  and  contributed  much  to  support  their  fam 
lies." 

What,  sir,  let  me  ask,  does  this  bill  propose,  J 
relation  to  this  subject?  A  dutv  of  three  ceo 
per  pound  on  flax,  to  encourage  the  raising  oi  tl 
article !  to  aid  the  agriculturist !  while  the  use 
the  article  is  almost  entirely  superseded  by  tl 
manufacture  of  cotton.  Sir,  your  three  cent  du 
on  the  importation  of  flax,  is  very  much  tike  pi 
hibiting  the  importation  of  coni  to  Newcastle,  ai 
it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  the  country  will  fii 
its  fond  hopes  and  expectations  of  relief  from  yc 
tariflf  as  much  disappointed  as  was  the  philoi 
pher  who  attempted  to  extract  sunbeams  in 
cucumbers. 

Mr.  Speaker,  these  are  my  views  of  the  p 
posed  tariflf,  and  of  the  system  of  policy  whicc 
proposed  for  our  adoption.  I  stated,  on  a  fom 
occasion,  that  our  present  tariflf  needed  revisi< 
my  opinion  is  not  changed,  that  such  a  judici 
revision  might  be  made  as  to.  afford  suitable  i 
to  manufactures  without  materially  injuring  i 
other  interest. 

You  have  built  up  some  manufacturing  esl 
lishments  by  your  laws)  they  call  on  you  for 
and  for  protection.  It  is  your  duty  to  prevent  | 
unfair  or  unequal  competition  of  foreign  mS 
factures  with  our  domestic  manufactures  ini 
own  market.  This  may  be  eflBectually  don^ 
laying  a  heavy  dutv  on  sales  at  aoetion  of  for< 
manufactures,  and  by  the  present  minimum  ii^ 
bill.  Some  of  our  present  manufacturing  a 
lishments  require  a  lurtfaer  temporary  encoori 
ment  to  put  them  in  successful  operation.  1 
may  be  effected  by  a  moderate  increase  of  dut| 
the  articles  which  directly  coo^pete  with  thel 
our  own  market,  and  which  are  imported  i 
those  countries  with  which  our  trade  has  I 
least  profitable;  but  their  ultimate  success  t 
depend  on  their  own  industry  and  economy, 
the  facilities  which  majr  be  aflforded  for  a  for 
market  by  means  of  a  free  and  active  commi 
to  the  prosperity  of  which  tbey  will  easen^ 
contribute,  with  suitable  encouFagement. 

I  cannot  believe  that  sound  policy  would 
tate  such  a  degree  of  encouragement  to  mam 
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tares  in  this  ^nntry,  as  to  invite  capital  from  other 
partuics,  tt  the  present  time.  Our  country  is  in 
ittinfaDcjr;  our  territory  too  extensive;  our  pop- 
ukttoB  not  sufficiently  dense;  nor  the  raw  mate- 
rials of  the  various  manufactures  sufficiently 
plenty;  nor  labor  sufficiently  cheap;  nor  are  the 
iiabits  of  our  people,  nor  the  genius  of  our  Gk>v- 
erament,  calculated  for  a  large  and  extensive  man- 
o/acmring  people. 

Bat,  sir,  ray  firm  belief  is  that  by  reducing  the 
present  rate  of  duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
articles,  which  do  not,  and  will  not,  compete 
with  oar  own  manufactures,  po  as  sensibly  to  af- 
fect any  of  our  existing  establishments,  a  foreign 
market  might  now  be  found  for  all  our  surpuis 
produce,  and  more  life  and  vigor  restored  to  our 
mdastry,  than  by  all  the  legislative  aid  which  we 
can  afford.    Reduce  the  duty  on  Madeira  wine, 
on  ardent  spirits,  on  su^ar  and  coffee,  the  prod- 
ucts of  those  countries  m  which  your  agriculture 
Suds  the  best  market,  so  as  not  to  prevent  their 
importation  from  the  certainty  of  loss  to  the  im- 
porter, and  you  will  find  every  cent  which  you 
take  from  the  imported  article  added  with  inter- 
est and  a  handsome  profit  to  the  produce  of  vour 
farms,  and  the  export  of  your  surplus  produce. 
Yoor  commerce  will  flourish,  ^our  agriculture 
nrife^  your  manufactures  receive  a    powerful 
stimolus,  your  revenue  increase,  and  the  "  golden 
days  of  commercial  prosperity  "  will  soon  be  re- 
stored ;  not,  indeed,  to  the  fuU  extent  which  you 
enjoved  when  you  monopolized  the  trade  of  the 
whole  civilized  world.    Commerce  is  a  common 
inheritance  of  all  nations,  and  in  times  of  general 
peace,  we  must  be  contented  with  our  full  share, 
vbich  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our  citizens 
will  always  command,  unless  they  are  prevented, 
by  the  restrictions  of  our  own  laws.    Qentlemen 
mistake,  if  they  think  there  is  no  foreign  market 
for  oar  produce.    I  believe,  at  this  time,  the  price 
of  our  produce  in  the  West  Indies  is  nearly  the 
iame  as  in  the  days  of  our  greatest  prosperity;  but 
they  cannot  purchase  of  us,  unless  we  can  re- 
ceive their  produce  in  return,  and  this  we  cajinot 
do  without  incurring  an  immense  loss,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  heavy  duties  on  imports;  and  thus, 
the  only  market  for  our  agricultural  products  is 
transferred  to  others,  who  understand  their  inter- 
ests better.    You  give  to  Canada  all  the  West 
India  trade,  and  the  rum,  on  which  you  charge  a 
duty  of  forty-six  cents  a  gallon,  when  imported 
by  your  own  eitizens,  is  smuggled  into  the  United 
States,  and  yoQ  not  only  lose  the  trade,  but  you 
iose  the  duty ;  you  encourage  smuggling,  and  you 
do  not  much  improTe  the  whiskey  manufacture, 
for  the  mm  will  compete  with  iu    A  gentleman 
from  Pennaylvania  stated  that  rum  in  Cluebee,  I 
thick,  costs  only  about  five  cents  more  than  your 
i^reseat  duty. 

Sir,  I  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  your  tarif* 
Beeds  a  judicious  revision,  and  that  such  a  revis- 
ion might  be  made ;  but,  I  cannot  say  the  .present 
bill  provides  such  a  judicious  revision. 
When  Mr.  Foot  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Barboor  sussested  to  the  mover  of  this 
amendment  to  oioduy  his  propoaition,  by  moving 


first  to  strflce  out  the  minimum,  and  then  to  in- 
crease the  ad  valorem  duty,  in  order  that  those 
who  were  opposed  to  the  minimum,  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  voting  so  as  to  express  that 
opinion  without,  at  the  same  time,  voting  to  raise 
the  duty. 

Mr.  KiCH  declined  thus  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
KaEMER,  Foot,  and  McDuffie.  Mr.  Barbour 
then  declared  that,  as  the  gentlemen  from  Ver- 
mont had  refused  the  modification  requested,  he 
should  vote  against  the  amendment  to  strike  out 
and  insert,  |ind  if  the  question  on  that  amendment 
should  be  decided  in  the  negative,  a  motion 
would  then  be  in  order  simply  to  strike  out  the 
minimum. 

After  some  observations  bv  Mr.  Merger,  the 
question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Rich's  motion, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  io  the  affirmative-^ 
yeas  103,  nays  97,  as  follows. 

Ybas — Messra.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley, 
Blair,  Bradley,  Breck,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Cook,  CraAs,  Culpeper, 
Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Farrelly,  Findlay, 
Forsyth,  Forward,  Fuller,  Gaslay,  Harris,  Harvey, 
Hsydeo,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Uolcombe, 
Houston,  backs,  Jenkins,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little, 
Livermore,  MeArthur,  McKean,  McKim,  McLean  of 
Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Marvin,  Matson,  Metcalfe, 
Miller,  Mitchell  of  PennsyWania,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Owen,  Patterson 
of  PennsyUania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Penn- 
sylvsnis,  Prince,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers, 
Rose,  Bcott,  Sharps,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith, 
Stsndefer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Taylor,  Test,  Tod,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Van 
W^ck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whit- 
tiesey,  White,  Wicklifie,  Williams  of  New  York, 
James  M'tlson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
len of  Massschusetts,  Allen  of  Tenneaaee,  Archer, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Baasett,  Brent,  Buckner,  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina, 
Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict, 
Conner,  Craig,  Cushmaa,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell, 
Edwards  of  North  Csrolina,  Ellis,  Floyd,  Foot  of 
Connecticut,'  Foote  of  New  York,  Frost,  Garrison, 
Garnett,  Gatlin,  Giit,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooka,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Lee,  Leflwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield, 
Liringston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Duffie, McKee,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum,  Mar- 
tindale,  Matlack,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Nealo, 
Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Plumer  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Poinsett,  Rsnd4>lph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rives,  Ross, 
Saunders,  Sandford,  William  Smith,  Bpaight,  Spence, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Swan,  Taliaferro,  Tatt- 
nall, Ten  Eyek,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of 
Kentucky,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Taekor  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  Sooth  Carolina. 

Mr.  Philip  P.  Babboob  then  moved  further  to 
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amend  the  nid  bill,  \xf  strikane  oot  tlS  following 
paragraph  of  the  first  section  thereof,  viz : 

<*  First.  On  all  manufacturers  of  wool,  or  of  which 
wool  shall  be  a  component  part,  a  duty  of  thirty  per 
centum  ad  ralorem,  until  the  80th  day  of  June,  1825  ; 
and  after  that  time,  a  duty  of  thirty-three  and  one- 
third  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  dOth  day  of 
June,  1826 ;  and  after  that  time,  a  duty  of  thirty-seven 
and  a  half  per  centum  ad  Talorem.*' 

Mr.  Barbour  explained. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  io  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  75, 
nays  124,  as  follows : 

Yx48 — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Tenneisee,  Archer,  Philip  P.  Bsrbour,  Bastett, 
Brack,  Brent,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Cnlpeper,  Cusbman»  Cuthbert, 
BwtaeU,  Edwwrds  of  North  Carolina*  Floyd,  Fonyth, 
Fuller,  Gatlio,  Gist,  Govan,  Gnrley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hay  ward,  Herrick,  Hooks,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Livingston, 
Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuflBe,  McKee, 
Mangum,  Mercer,  Ifeale,  Newton,  0*firien,  Owen, 
Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reynolds,  Rives,  Saun- 
ders, Sandford,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smith,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Spajght,  Spence,  A.  Stevensoa,  J.  Ste- 
phenson, Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance 
of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  WiUiams  of  New  York, 
Willisms  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts.  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecti- 
cut, Bartley,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck, 
Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  ColUns, 
Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crowninskield,  Day, 
Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly.  Find- 
lay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gaslay, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Holcumbe,  Houston,  Isacks,  fcn- 
kins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.Johnson, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lathron,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lin- 
eoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  Livermore,  McArtbur,  Me- 
Kesn,  McKim,  McLane  oif  Delaware,  McLean  of 
Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack, 
Matson,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentutky,  Morgan, 
Nelson,  Pstterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plnmer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Prince,  Reed,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Rom, 
Scott,  Sharps,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Standefer,  Sterling, 
Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten 
Eyck,  Test.  Thompion  of  Kentucky,  ToJ,  Tomlin- 
son,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  ITdree,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vincon,  Wayne,  Whip- 
ple, Whitman,  WhitUesey,  WhiU,  Wickliile,  Jsmes 
Wibon,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  CoNNBR  moved  further  to  amend  the  said 
bill,  by  striking  therefrom  the  following  item: 
"  On  iron  in  bars  or  bolts,  not  manufaotured  in 
whole,  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per 
hundred  and  twelve  pounds  weight.'' 

And,  on  the  qaestion  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  81, 
nays  114,  as  follows: 

TBAs<^Meaiii.  Alexander  of  Virginia,   Allen  of 
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Maasachnsetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  ArclMr,  Baylies, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Dassstt,  Brent,  Buck,  Durteigfa,  Cwa- 
breleng,  Campbell  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Cary,  CUrk, 
Cobb,  Conner,  Crowninahteld,  Culpeper,  CoahaaD, 
Cuthbert,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolimi,  F^jd, 
Foots  of  New  York,  Forsyth.  Fuller.  Gamett,  OaUin, 
Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hsmilton,  Harvey,  Hayward, 
Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Kidder,  Lee,  Leftwieli,  Lttt- 
coln,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long- 
fellow, McCoy,  McBuffie,  McKee»  McKim,  Mangum, 
Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson,  0*Biiea, 
Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinaeit,  Ran- 
dolph, Rankin,  Reed,  Rives,  Saunders,  Arthur  Smith, 
A  Islander  Smith,  William  Smith,  Speight,  8penoe, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Tslisferro,  Tattnall, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tocker  of 
South  Carolina,  Warfield,  Whipple,  Williame  of  New 
York,  Willisms  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of 
Sooth  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Blair,  Brsdley,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Cassedy,  Coeke,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crmfte,  Craig, 
Day,  Dorlbe,  Dwight,  Baton,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  FtadUy, 
Foot  of  Coanecticot,  Forward,  Garrison,  Geslaj,  Har- 
ris, Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herldnier,  Hogeboom, 
Holoombe,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johneon  of  Vir> 
ginis,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kremer,  I«nUiiop, 
Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little,  McArtfaur,  HcKeen,  Mc- 
Lane of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary  Markley, 
Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mil- 
ler, Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania*  Mitchell  of  Muyland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Newton,  Patterson  of 
Pennsylvsnis,  Pattenon  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Prince,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Roee, 
Rose,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharps,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Stands* 
fer.  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Tod,  Tomlinsun,  Trscy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree, 
Vsnce  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vmn  Rene* 
selaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whit- 
tlesey, White,  Wicklifle,  Williams  of  Virginin,  Jnmee 
Wilaon,  Hennr  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  WrighC 

In- the  second  paragraph  of  the  first  section  of 
the  said  bill,  is  the  following  proviso : 

**  Provided,  l^at  all  cotton  cloths,  whataoeTor,  or 
cloths  of  which  cotton  shall  be  a  component  material, 
excepting  nsnkeens  imported  directly  from  China, 
the  original  cost  of  which  at  the  place  whence  import- 
ed, with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  centom  if  imported 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  any  plaoe  beyond  it ; 
and  of  ten  per  centnm  if  importe^i  from  any  other 
plaes,  shall  be  Isss  than  thirty*live  eenta  per  eqnare 
ysrd,  shall,  with  sneh  addition,  be  taken  and  doemcvl 
te  have  oost  thirty-five  eenls  per  sqaare  yaid,  end 
shall  be  charged  with  duty  aeoerdtagly." 

Mr.  Isacks  moved  to  amend  this  proviso^  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  thirty-five,*'  and  insert- 
ing "  tweniy-fire." 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas88, 
nays  115,  as  follows : 

Ye  IS — MessTv.  Abbot,  Alezsnder  of  Virginia,  Alex- 
ander of  Tennessee,  Allen  ot  Tennessee,  Archer^ 
P.  P.  Barboor,  Bassett,  Blair,  Brack,  Brent,  Bnckner, 
Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  8onlh  Carotin a» 
Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Coeke,  Conner,  Cnlpeper,  Cash- 
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BaOyCathbert,  Day,  DwineU,  Edwards  of  North  Car- 
olioa,  Flojd»  Fonjth,  Froal,  Fuller,  Garnatt,  Galiin« 
Oist,  GoTao,  Gurley,  Hall,  HamiltoD,  Hajrward,  Her* 
rickt  Hobart,  Hooka,  Hooaton,  laacka,  Kent,  Ijee, 
Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Li^ingaton,  Locke, 
Long,  Longfellow,  McCoj,  McDaflSe,  McKee,  Man- 
gam,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelaon,  O*- 
Brien,  Owen,  Plnmer  of  New  Hampshire,  Potniett, 
Raodolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Kivee,  Saunders, 
Stadford,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  William 
Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  J. 
Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Geor- 
gia, Tocker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Yaoee  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilsoa  of 
South  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen  of  Massachusetts,  AI- 
liiOD,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Hartley,  Brad- 
ley, Brown,  Buchanan,  Bock,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Gamp- 
bell  of  Ohio,  Caasedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Durlee,  Dwight,  Eaton, 
Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrolly,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticvt, 
Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gailay,  Har- 
lii,  Harrey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Latbrop, 
Liwience;  Letcher,  Little,  LiTermore,  McArthnr,  Mc- 
Keao,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of 
ObiD,Mallary,  Markley«  Martindale,  Marrin,  Matlack, 
Matson,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan, 
Newton,  Patterson  of  PennaylTania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plomer  of  PennsylTania,  Prince,  Richards,  Rich, 
Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane, 
Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Tod,  Tomiinson,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of 
Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne, 
Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittleaey,  White,  Wickliffe, 
WiUitms  of  New  York,  James  Wilson,  Henry  WU- 
nn,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright 

Mr.  Crowninshield  then  moyed  farther  to 
amend  the  said  bill,  by  erasing  therefrom  the  fol- 
lowing  clause : 

**  Third. — On  wool,  unraanu£utnred,  a  doty  of  20 
per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  1st  day  of  J  one, 
1825;  afterwarda,  a  duty  of  25  per  centum  ad  valo- 
lam,  until  the  let  of  June,  1820;  afterwards,  a  duty 
of  30  per  centum,  until  latof  June,  1827 ;  afterwards, 
ft  duty  of  9S  per  centum  ad  valorem,  antil  the  let  of 
Jone,  1838;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  40  per  centum  ad 
nlorem,uacil  the  let  June,  1829;  afterwarda,  a  duty 
of  45  per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  1st  June,  1830; 
and,  after  that  time,  a  duty  of  60  per  centum  ad  valo- 
wm :  Fnmdtdf  That  all  wool,  the  actual  value  of 
which,  St  the  place  whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed 
Ira  cents  per  pound,  sbaU  be  charged  with  a  duty  of 
fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  more." 

And,  on  the  qaestion  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  74, 
nays  129,  as  follows : 

ViAs — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Ar* 
c^,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Baaaett,  Bradley,  Breck, 
Breot,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Caro- 
luii,  Carter,  Cary,  Cubb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crownin- 
•iueld,  Oolnepcr,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Dwight,  £d- 
wtrds  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Fuller, 
Gatnett,  Gatlin,  Oiat,  Qovan,  Gurley,  UaU,  Hamilton, 


Hay  ward,  Hefriok,  Hooks,  Kent,  Leftwioh»  Ldvingston, 
Locke,  JiOng,  McDuflie,  McKee,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, Mangum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale, 
Nehion,  Newton,  Owen,  Poinaett,  Randolph,  Rankin, 
Reed,  Rivea,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  \Villiam  Smith,  Spaight,  A.  Ste- 
venson, J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thomp- 
son of  Georgia,  Tocker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Warfield,  WiUiama  of  New  York,  Williams 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

NAva— Measrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Alien  of  Masaachnsetts,  Allen  of  Tenneeaee,  Allison, 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Blair,  Brown,  Buch* 
anan,  Buck,  Bnckner,  Burleigh*  Cady,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Caaaedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Craig,  Day,  Durfee,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellis, 
Farrelly,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New 
York,  Forward,  Frost,  Garrison,  Gaxlay,  Harris,  Har- 
vey, Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom, 
Holcombe,  Houston,  Isacka,  Jenkina,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnaon,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer, 
Latbrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield, 
Little,  Livermore,  Longfellow,  McArthur,  McCoy, 
McKean,  McKim,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Mark- 
ley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe, 
Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  O'Brien,  Patter- 
son 9i  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of 
New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince, 
Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott, 
Sharpe,  Sloane,  Spence,  Standffer,  Sterling,  Stewart, 
Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck, 
Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomiinson,  Tra- 
cy, Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton, 
Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  WhitUesey,  White, 
WicUiffe,  Wiliiama  of  Virginia,  Jamea  Wilson,  Hen- 
ry Wilsoa,  WUson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and 
Wright. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  insert, 
after  the  180th  iiae,  the  following :  "  On  brown 
sugar  two  cents  per  pound,  and  on  white  or  clayed 
siigar  three  cents  per  pound." 

A  debate  tookjnlace,  in  which  Messrs.  Allen, 
Brent,  Ross,  Wickliffe,  Cook,  Livingston, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  and  Randolph,  took 
part. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  if  the  House  would 
lend  him  its  attention  for  five  minutes,  he  thought 
he  could  demonstrate  that  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  in  favor  of  the  in- 
creased duty  on  brown  sugar,  was  one  of  the  most 
suicidal  arguments  that  ever  reared  its  spectral 
front  in  a  deliberative  assembly. 

The  gentleman  objects  to  reducing  the  duty  on 
sugar,  l^cause  it  will  diminish  the  revenue,  which 
he  says  we  cannot  dispense  with — and  yet  he 
wishes  to  continue  it  as  a  bounty  of  three  dollars 
per  one  hundred  pounds,  (not  the  long  hundred  of 
112  lbs.,}  until  the  sugar  planting  and  sugar  manu- 
facture should  be  extended,  so  as  to  supply  the 
whole  demand  of  our  consumption.  Then,  what 
becomes  of  the  revenue  from  sugar  that  we  can- 
not dispense  with  ?  This  is  what  I  call  a  suicidal 
argument — it  destroys  itself. 

But,  we  must  not  reduce  the  duty  to  what  it 

stood  at,  only  eight  years  ago,  because  it  will  in- 

I  jure  the  sale  of  the  public  lands.    Yes,  sir,  the 
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public  landK !  for  which,  sold  or  unsold,  we  neTer 
get  paid.  The  gentleman  would  persuade  us  that 
we  are  under  obligation  to  such  purchasers  as 
bought  the  sugar  lands  under  the  existing  duty — 
and  now  many  sugar  estates  hare  been  established 
on  lands  bought  of  the  public — and  since  the  year 
1816,  too?  Sir,  this  argument  of  obligation  to 
tax  ourselres,  for  the  profit  of  these  overgrown 
sugar  planters,  will  not  hold  water.  It  will  not 
even  hold  cotton — [Mr.  Ton's  reiterated  mo- 
tions to  enhance  the  tax  on  cotton  bagging,  had 
just  succeeded  by  the  Speaker's  casting  vote.] 
We  are  not  to  reduce  the  duty  on  sugar  for  fear 
of  injuring  the  sale  of  the  pubbc  lands,  for  which, 
although  we  may  obtain  nominal  payment,  we 
shall  never  receive  one  penny. 

[Mr.  McLane,  at  the  commencement  of  his  re- 
ply, appearing  to  be  much  irritated^  Mr.  Ran- 
noLPB  rose  and  assured  him  that  he  intended  not 
the  slightest  personal  disrespect  or  offence — but 
Mr.  McLane  went  on  to  say  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  displayed  a  good  head — but  he 
would  not  accept  that  gentleman's  head,  to  be  ob- 
liged to  have  his  heart  along  with  it.] 

Mr.  Ranoolph  replied. 

It  costs  me  nothing,  sir,  to  say  that  1  very  much 
regret  that  the  zeal  which  I  have  not  only  felt  but 
cherished,  on  the  subject  of  laying  taxes  in  a 
manner  which,  in  nqy  judgment,  is  inconsistent, 
not  merely  with  the  spirit,  but  the  rery  letter  of 
the  Constitution — should  nave  given  to  my  re- 
marks, on  this  subject,  a  pungency  which  has 
rendered  them  disagreeable,  and  even  offensire  to 
the  gentleman  from  Delaware.  For  that  gentle- 
man I  have  never  expressed  any  other  sentiment 
but  respect — I  have  never  uttered,  or  entertained, 
an  unkind  feeling  towards  that  gentleman,  either 
in  this  House  or  elsewhere--nor  do  I  now  feel 
any  such  sentiment  towards  him — I  never  pressed 
my  regard  upon  him — I  press  it  upon  no  man. 
He  appears  to  have  considered  my  remarks  as 
having  a  personal  application  to  himself.  I  cer- 
tainly did  not  intend  to  give  them  that  direction, 
and  I  think  that  my  prompt  disclaimer  of  any 
such  intention  ought  to  have  disarmed  his  resent- 
ment, however  justly  it  may  have  been  excited. 
He  has  been  pleased,  sir,  to  say  something  which, 
no  doubt,  he  thinks  very  severe,  about  my  head 
and  my  heart. 

How  easy,  sir,  would  it  be  for  me  to  reverse  the 
gentleman's  proposition,  and  to  retort  upon  him, 
that  I  would  not,  in  return,  take  that  gentleman's 
heart,  however  good  it  may  be,  if  obliged  to  take 
such  a  head  into  the  bargain. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  think  this — I  never  thought 
it— and,  therefore,  I  cannot  be  so  ungenerous  as  to 
say  it:  for,  Mr.  Speaker,  who  made  me  a  searcher 
of  hearts? — of  the  heart  of  a  fellow  man,  a  fellow 
sinner?  Sir,  this  is  an  awful  subject!  better 
suited  to  Friday  or  Sunday  next,  (Good  Friday 
and  Easter  Sunday,)  two  of  the  most  solemn 
days  in  the  Christian  calendar — when  I  hope  we 
shall  all  consider  it,  and  lay  it  to  heart  as  we 
ought  to  do. 

But,  sir,  I  must  still  maintain  that  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  is  suicidal— he  has  fairly  worked 


the  equation,  and  one  half  of  his  argnment  is  t 
complete  and  conclusive  answer  to  the  other. 
And,  sir,  if  I  should  ever  be  so  unfortonate  as, 
through  inadvertence,  or  the  heat  of  debate,  to 
fall  into  such  an  error,  I  should,  so  far  from  being 
offended,  feel  myself  under  obligation  to  aoy  gen- 
tleman who  would  expose  its  fallacy,  even  by 
ridicule-~as  fair  a  weapon  as  any  in  the  whole 
Parliamentary  armory.    I  shall  not  go  so  far  as 
to  maintain,  with  my  Lord  Shaftesbury,  that  it '» 
the  unerring  test  of  truth,  whatever  it  may  be  of 
temper — ^bnt  if  it  be  proscribed  as  a  weapon  as 
unfair  as  it  is  confeiBedly  powerful,  what  shall 
we  say  (I  put  it,  sir,  to  you,  and  to  the  House)  to 
the  poisoned  arrow  ? — to  the  tomahawk  and  the 
scalping  knife  ?    Could  the  most  unsparios  use  of 
ridicule  justify  a  resort  to  these  weapons?   Was 
this  a  reason  that  the  gentleman  should  sit  in 
judgment  on  my  heart? — yes,   sir,  my  heart— 
which  the  gentleman,  (whatever  he  may  say,)  in 
his  heart,  believes  to  be  a  frank  heart,  as  1  trust  it 
is  n  brave  heart.    Sir,  I  dismiss  the  gentleman  to 
his  self-complacency — let  him  go — yes,  sir,  let 
him  go — and  thank  his  God  that  he  is  not  as  ikii 
Publican. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  now  made,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative — ayes  89,  noes  99. 

And  then  the  question  on  Mr.  Allen's  motion 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows :  Teas  89,  navs  102. 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
len of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  P.  P.  Bsh 
hour,  Browoi  Buckner,  Barton,  Cady,  Cafflbreicng, 
Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Cary,   Cobb,  Conoer, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Calpeper,  Cushman,  Dwiiisl{,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Footfr 
of  New  York,  Gist,  Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Uarvej, 
Hajward,  Henry,  Herrick,  Hooks,   Houston,  Kent, 
Lathrop,  Lee,  Letcher,  Little,  Ltvermore,  Longfellow, 
McArtnar,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKim,  Mangnm.M&r- 
tindaie,  Matlack,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell 
of    Maryland,    Neale,    Nelson,    Newton,    O'Briea, 
Plnmer  of  New  Hampshire,   Randolph,   Reynoldi, 
Rich,  Ross,  Saunders,  Scott,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  Spaight,  Spence^  Sterling,  Andrew 
Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Strong,  Ttli- 
aferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,   Tomlinson, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Udrae,  Whitman,  Whittleeey,  White,  Wick- 
me,  Williams  of  New  York,  WilUams  of  Virginii. 
WUliams  of  North  CaroUnm,  and  Wilson  of  SeoUk 
Carolina. 

Nay*— Measrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Ten.,  Alfifoo, 
Archer,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Con.,  Barttey,  Bassett,  Bliir, 
Brent,  Bnchanan,  Buck,  Burleigh,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Cassedy, Cocke,  Collins,  Condict,  CraigyCrowninshield, 
Cuthbert,  Day,  Darfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  £Ui«. 
FarreUj,  Findlay,  Forsyth,  Forward,  Frost,  Faller, 
Garrison,  Garnett,  Gatiin,  Gazlay,  Gnrley,  Htrris, 
Hayden,  Hemphill,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Isacks,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kremer, 
Lawrence,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livingftoo, 
Locke,  Long,  McKee,  McLane  of  Delaware,  MeLetn 
of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Marvin,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alsbimt, 
Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plomcr  of  Pennsylvanis,  Poinsett,  Prince,  Rsnkin, 
Richards,  Rives,   Rogers,   Rose,   Sandford,    Shtrpef 
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Stoaoe,  WilliAm  Smitb,  Btandefer,  Stewart,  Stom, 
6wto,  Taylor,  Ten  Ejck,  Teat,  Thompeon  of  Ken- 
tutkj.  Tod,  Vanee  of  North  Carolina,  Vanee  of  Ohio, 
Van  ReaaMlaer,yan  Wyek,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne, 
Whipple,  Jamea  WUaon,  Henry  WUaon,  Wilaon  of 
Ohio,  Wood,  Wooda,  and  Wright. 

So,  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Long  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  re- 
doeing  the  datjr  on  bolting  cloths,  from  fifteen 
per  cent,  ad  raiorem  to  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
And  the  question  thereon  being  stated,  the  House 
adjourned. 


ToESDAT,  April  13. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadiciarjr,  to  which  was  referred  bills  from  the 
Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 

1st.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  security  of  public 
money  in  the  hands  of  clerks  of  courts,  attorneys, 
and  marshals,  and  their  deputies ; 

2d,  An  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt ; 

3d.  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
^An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  for  therelief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt ;" 

4th.  An  act  to  cnange  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
court  in  Kentucky  ;    . 

5th.  An  act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the 
aecoQDts  of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  and  others;  re- 
ported the  said  bills,  severally,  without  amend- 
ment.   When  it  was 

Qrdendy  That  the  first  and  second  of  the  said 
bills  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-morrow;  that  the  third  and  fourth  of 
the  said  bills  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow ;  and 
that  the  fifth  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  holders  of 
French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  within 
that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  situated  to  the 
east  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  Island  of  New 
Orleans,  which  have  not  been  recognised  as  valid 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  insti- 
tute proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof,"  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments ;  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  which  is  comniitted  the  bill  of  this 
House,  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  certain 
settlers  in  the  district  of  Jackson  Courthouse. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  to  which  was  refer- 
red, yesterday,  a  message  from  the  President  of 


mittin^  three  statements  in  relation  to  the  amount 
and  disposition  of  the  two  and  three  per  cent, 
funds,  ari^ioff  from  the  sale  of  public  lands ;  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House; 
which  communication  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  , 

Mr.  Cocke  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolvedt  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requeated  to  inform  this  House  what  amount  of 
money  baa  been  refunded  to  the  Grovernment  by  the 
several  prize  agents,  since  the  1st  day  of  March,  1823, 
designating  the  amount  paid  by  each  agent,  and  when 
paid ;  what  legal  proceedinga  have  been  instituted 
against  each  delinquent  agent,  when  instituted,  and 
the  present  state  of  aaid  proceedings ;  and  whether 
the  proviaiona  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Congresfi, 
approved  March  3,  18S3,  have  been  enforced  in  all 


On  motion  of  Mr.  John  S.  Barbour,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  further  pro- 
vision, by  law,  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow 
and  Richard  Harris,  and  their  securities. 

The  resolution  yesterday  laid  on  the  table  by 
Mr.  Conner,  calling  for  information  of  the  expen- 
diture of  certain  appropriations  for  improving 
the  President's  Square,  dbc,  was  taken  up,  and 
agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  which  was  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Long,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  bolting  cloths  from 
fifteen  to  ten  per  cent,  ad  vcUorem.  The  ques- 
tion being  taken,  the  proposed  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  Mo  ORB,  of  Alabama,  then  moved  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  bill,  (which  precludes  all 
further  amendment  as  well  as  debate.)  The  call 
was  not  sustained  by  the  requisite  number  of 
members. 

Mr.  Ton  nroposed,  as  an  amendmenty'to  add 
to  the  clause  laving  a  duty  on  cotton  bagginff,  the 
following  words :  "  until  the  30th  day  of  June, 
1825,  and,  afterwards,  a  duty  uf  five  and  a  half 
cents  per  square  yard,"  the  object  beinff  to  lay  on 
this  article  a  duty  of  four  and  a  half  cents  per 
yard  until  the  30th  June,  1826,  and,  after  tnat 
date,  of  five  and  a  half  cents  per  square  yard. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  then  moved 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Letcher,  of  Kentucky, 
a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered — ayes  1^7. 

The  call  having  been  ordered,  and  the  Clerk 


the  united  States,  relating  to  a  claim  of  the  State    proceeding  to  call  the  absentees,  the  further  pro- 


of Virginia,  for  interest  on  money  advanced  for 
militia  service,  during  the  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  Committee  on  Expen- 
ditures on  the  Public  Buildings,  made  a  report  in 
relation  to  the  application  and  expenditure  of  mo- 
neys appropriated  for  the  public  buildings ;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 


ceedings  in  the  call  were  suspended. 

The  question  recurring  on  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, 

Mr.  Govan,  of  South  Carolina  said,  that,  after 
the  very  able  view  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
opponents  of  this  measure,  who  had  preceded  him 
in  the  discussion,  he  should  not  attempt  a  detailed 
exposition  of  the  grounds  which  would  influence 
his  vote  ;  because,  in  so  doing,  said  he,  I  am  well 
convinced  I  shall  be  compelled  to  use  many  of  the 
1  arguments  of  my  friends,  which  have  been  ex- 
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pressed  in  a  much  more  forcible  maaner  than  I 
should  be  capable  of  expressing  them.  I  hope, 
air,  the  magnitude  of  the  subject,  the  great  inter- 
est which  our  country  must  feel  in  the  discussion, 
is  a  sufficient  excuse  for  roe  to  trespass,  but  a  few 
moments,  on  the  patience  of  the  House.  The 
tendency  of  the  measure  now  befoi4  us,  and  which, 
I  hope  to  God,  will  no(  be  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mittee, I  view  as  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
schemes  to  the  interest  of  this  happy  and  prosper- 
ous nation  that  ever  could  hare  been  conjured  up 
by  the  imagination  of  man.  But,  sir,  the  ten- 
dency of  it  will  be  lamentable  in  the  extreme  to 
the  great  interest  of  that  section  of  country  from 
which  1  come. 

I  look  upon  this  question,  sir,  as  pregpant  with 
the  most  dangerous  consequences  of  any  that  has 
been  agitated  on  this  floor  since  the  establishment 
of  our  Constitution.  I  re|^ret,  sir,  to  see  any  mea- 
sure introduced  here,  which  is,  in  any  way,  cal- 
culated to  excite  sectional  feeling  and  create  dan- 
gerous jealousies.  I  shall  regret  much  to  see  one 
section  of  the  Union  arrayed  against  the  other, 
but  such,  I  fear,  will  be  the  effect  of  the  bill  now 
before  the  Committee.  Gentlemen  are  certainly 
not  aware  that  they  are  about  to  introduce  into 
our  country  a  system  which  strikes  at  the  yery 
root  of  ciyil  society,  and  is  calculated  to  chanee 
the  character  and  feelings  of  our  population.  No 
one  will  deny  but  that  the  character  of  a  popula- 
tion depends,  in  a^reat  measure,  on  the  pursuits 
and  occupations  ofciyilized  man.  The  effects  of 
this  measure  will  be  to  introduce  into  our  country 
a  system  which  is  calculated  to  change  this  na- 
tion from  an  agricultural  to  a  manufacturing  peo- 
ple. Instead  of  breathing  that  pure  and  whole- 
some atmosphere  which  nature  intended  us  to 
enjoy,  in  the  delightful  cultiyation  of  our  fields, 
and  in  pursuit  of  those  avocations  which  are  the 
delight  and  boast  of  every  Ainerican,  we  are  to 
abut  our  population  up  in  a  miserable  factory,  as 
it  were  in  prison,  entailing  upon  this  nation  one 
of  the  most  pernicious  evils  that  could  be  inflicted 
on  human  society.  Can  there  be  any  compari- 
son, sir,  of  a  population  reared  in  the  confined 
apartments  of  a  factorjr,  where  they  are  doomed 
to  waste  their  free  spirits  un  looms  and  shuttles, 
to  that  which  is  reared  in  the  delightful  pursuits  of 
agriculture,  which  gives  strength  to  the  arm,  ele- 
vation to  tne  soul,  and  independence  to  the  pro- 
fession ?  The  effect  of  the  bill  now  before  us 
will,  I  fear,  be  quite  different  from  that  which  is 
anticipated  by  the  advocates  of  it.  It  will  intro- 
duce amonjf  this  sober,  happy,  and  industrious 
people,  a  spirit  of  division,  disunion,  and  discon- 
tent, will  diminish  the  patriotism  of  our  citizens, 
and  corrupt  the  morals  of  our  people.  No  one 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  manufac- 
tures will  den)r  but  that  the  labor  in  them  is  cal- 
culated to  diminish  the  strength  and  resources  of 
a  nation.  Smalt  children  are  generally  employed 
in  these  factories^  entirely  under  the  control  and 
influence  of  their  parents,  who  are  driven  fre- 
quently by  necessity  and  the  prospect  of  gain, 
without  taking  into  consideration  the  serious  evils 
they  are  about  to  inflict  on  their  families.    The 


employment  of  persons  of  such  a  tender  age,  in 
these  continued  and  sedentary  habits,  preveats 
population  from  attaining  that  sizt  which  thejr 
would  were  they  employed  in  agricultural  por- 
suiu.  Many  melancholy  instances  may  be  cited 
of  the  dread  nil  effects  of  the  infloeoce  of  this  sys- 
tem in  Europe,  but  more  particularly  in  Englaod. 
We  are  told  by  Mr.  Peel,  one  of  the  most  distio- 
gttished  men  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  the 
effects  of  this  system  on  the  popaiation  of  one  of 
the  most  healthy  and  flonrishiag  towns  in  Bog- 
land,  has  been  truly  lamentable.  He  says,  tkit 
the  town  of  Manchester,  which  is  now  one  of  the 
most  manufacturing  towns  in  England,  which 
used  to  furnish  numerous  and  healthy  recruits  for 
the  Army,  by  the  dreadful  effects  of  this  system, 
was  rendered  whplly  unproductive  in  that  respect 
In  the  manufactures  of  a  new  and  unsettled  coan- 
try,  it  appears  to  me,  above  all  others^  to  be  the 
most  uncertain  place  to  invest  capital,  if  the  cap- 
italist anticipates  an  immense  profit  in  the  com- 
mencement of  his  business.  It  requires  great 
skill,  and  persevering  industry,  before  they  can 
give  profit.  The  habits  of  the  people  must  uo- 
dergo  a  complete  change  before  they  can  attain 
any  degree  of  perfection.  It  is  impossible,  io  the 
very  nature  of  things,  to  suppose  they  can  he 
speedily  successful  in  a  country  like  ours,  abound- 
ing in  extensive  forests  and  untamed  lands;  and 
when  recourse  is  had  to  prohibitions,  premiomSf 
and  such  like  forced  systems  of  monopoly,  to  en- 
courage the  prosperity  of  a  country,  there  is  al- 
ways great  reason  to  fear  a  mistake  has  been 
committed. 

No  nation  in  the  world  has  advanced  more 
rapidly  to  prosperity  and  wealth  thcoi  the  United 
States,  unassisted  by  the  advantages  of  conquest, 
but  by  the  development  and  natural  growth  of 
her  own  resources.  There  is  no  nation  under  the 
sun  where  capital  increases  more  rapidly,  and  the 
advantages  ot  industry  greater;  and  weshallstill 
continue  to  grow  and  prosper,  unless  a  check  is 
given  to  us  by  improper  and  imprudent  legislation. 
To  be  sure  we  have  experienced  a  momentary 
check  to  our  prosperity,  but  which  has  grown  out 
of  a  state  of  toings  partly  beyond  our  control,  and 
pardj  by  our  own  imprudence  in  legislation.  The 
nominal  price  of  property  may  change,  our  cur- 
rency may  depreciate,  but  a  country  possessing  so 
many  natural  advantages,  of  soil  and  climate,  with 
a  population  doubling  every  twenty-three  years, 
and  the  productions  of  the  earth  increasing  in  a 
still  greater  proportion,  furnish  incontestaue  evi- 
dence of  its  rapid  growth  and  rise  to  greatnesL 
One  of  the  best  evidences  of  the  prosperity  of  a 
country  is.  the  price  of  labor ;  ana  I  venture  to 
assert,  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  in 
no  country  in  the  world  is  labor  so  high  as  in  the 
United  States,  and  it  arises  from  the  habits  and 
feeling^  of  our  population,  growing  out  of  the  na- 
ture 0?  our  Government,  and  character  of  oar  in- 
stitutions. In  no  country  in  the  world  is  there  so 
many  inducements  for  mcA  to  cultivate  the  earthi 
and  become  proprietors  of  the  soil.  Any  man 
can,  in  this  country,  with  the  fruits  of  two  days 
labor,  purchase  an  acre  of  land,  which,  if  well 
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cuitirated,  will  sabsist  a  smaU  family.  Cao  it  be 
possible,  with  all  these  indacements  to  eollivate 
tiie  soil,  and  with  all  tbe  advantages  which  ac* 
compaoy  pursails  of  this  kind,  that  an  attempt 
irill  be  made  by  legislative  eaactments  to  foree 
capital  from  its  natural  course  ?  Ckntlemen  say 
the  nation  is  in  debt  and  distress,  and  their  object 
is  to  legislate  it  into  a  happy  and  prosperous  con- 
dition, and  that  too  by  encouraging  a  particular 
blanch  of  industry.  If,  by  legislation,  we  foster 
and  encourage  any  one  particular  branch  of  in- 
dustry, it  must  be  at  the  expense  of  another.  It 
most  be  by  taking  from  the  pocket  of  A  and  put- 
ting it  into  that  of  B.  Capital,  without  the  aid 
of  GovernmeDt,  will  always  seek  that  kind  of  em- 
ployment which  is  most  profitable.  And  when 
aoy  attempt  is  made  to  divert  it  from  its  accus- 
tomed channel,  it  roust  be  at  the  expense  of  the 
other,  and  perhaps  sacrificing  the  interest  of  the 
neater  part  for  the  advantage  of  the  few.  Mr. 
Hamilton  had  said,  that  "  as  often  as  a  duty  upon 

*  a  foreign  article  makes  an  addition  to  its  price, 
'  it  causes  an  extra  expense  to  the  communi^r  for 

*  the  benefit  of  the  domestic  manufacturer."  There 
is  no  fact  more  clear  and  conclusive,  than  that,  if 
the  manufacturer  cannot  succeed,  with  the  present 
high  rate  of  duty,  he  cannot  succeed  without  im- 
posing an  additional  tax  on  the  pommunity.  The 
article  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  consumer  to 
purchase  cheap,  will  rise  in  proportion  to  the  dnty 
laid  on  that  article.  By  laving  this  hi^h  duty, 
which  amounts  to  a  complete  prohibition,  }[ou 
deprive  the  Government  of  the  income  which 
arises  from  ioiportations,  and  you  make  the  article 
higher  to  the  consumer,  which  is  all  for  the  benefit 
and  advantage  of  the  manufacturer.  If  we  are 
to  adopt  this  complicated  system,  let  it  be  gradual, 
not  speedy.  This  is  the  opinion  of  Adam  Smith, 
to  whom,  after  all  that  has  been  said  on  this  sub* 
ject,  we  owe  more  than  to  any  other  man.  He 
sajrs,  all  changes  of  this  kind  should  be  gradual 
and  blow.  In  this  country  particularly,  this  change 
should  be  gradual  and  progressive,  ia*asmuch  as 
Governments  like  ours,  are  sul^ect  to  yiolent 
changes  of  parties^  often  accompanied  with  a 
change  of  meaaures.  Extensive  investaents'have 
no  security  in  any  particular  branch  of  industry, 
which  are  to  be  encouraged  by  sudden  changes  m 
legislation,  and  which  depend  on  the  whim  and 
caprice  of  every  session  of  Congress.  No  nation 
in  the  world  ia  proptvtion  to  her  income^  pays  so 
Ivge  a  bouaty  lor  the  support  of  manuracturing 
industry  as  the  United  States.  Much  has  been 
said  on  this  subject,  about  establishing  what  gen- 
tlemen have  termed  an  American  pMicy.  I  am 
afraid  there  ia  a  delusion  in  the  sound.  It  is  a 
popular  term  which  gentlemen  have  made  use  of 
to  effect  their  purpose,  whei^  they  say,  we  should 
build  up  for  ourselves  an  American  policy,  and, 
sajr  they,  it  is  high  time  we  should  begin  to  en- 
courase  home  industry.  The  merclunt  who  in- 
Vttts  his  capital  in  a  ship,  and  by  his  enterprise, 
skill,  and  industry,  brings  an  article  of  English 
maoufacture  into  market,  is  as  much  the  producer 
of  that  article  as  he  who  invests  his  capital  in  a 
factory  of  looms  and  shuttles,  and  manufactures 


the  article  at  home.  The  process  by  which  the 
article  is  acquired  may  be  difierent,  while  the 
efiect  on  the  capitaland  industry  of  the  country 
may  be  the  same. 

This  Hou9e,  sir,  has  been  inundated  with  peti- 
tions and  memorials  from  the  noisy  and  clamorous 
manufacturers  of  our  country,  ambitious  of  their 
own  personal  ag^rrandizement,  and  with  a  view 
to  the  aceumulatton  of  wealth.  They  ought  to 
be  aware,  and,  no  doubt,  are,  that  experience,  skill, 
and  the  knowledge  of  machinery,  are  necessary 
to  their  success.  They  will  have  first  to  rear  a 
population  in  their  factories,  persons  who  moit 
have  all  the  advantages  of  a  well  regulated  life,  ta 
their  business,  before  they  can  either  labor  with 
ease  to  themselves,  or  with  profit  to  their  employ- 
ers. It  is  a  fact  too  notorious,  and  the  history  of 
events  will  bear  me  out  in  the  assertion,  that,  when 
once  we  commence  this  kind  of  business,  there 
will  be  no  getting  out  of  it.  We  rear  a  popula- 
tion in  the  tactory,  totallv  unfit  for  any  other  kind 
of  business,  or  any  of  tne  common  or  ordinary 
purposes  of  life,  and  must,  in  the  very  nature  of 
things,  continue  in  the  same  kind  of  employment. 
They  necome  mere  machines  themselves.  Could 
the  advocates  of*  this  sjrstem  be  but  reasonable  in 
their  desires,  and  await  the  progress  of  time,  they 
would  soon  acknowledge  that  the  present  duties 
were  sufficiently  high,  and  that  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  we  shall  see  the  greater  portion  of 
the  capital  of  our  country  going  into  the  hands  of 
the  manufacturer.  •  What  has  been  the  course  of 
things  already  ?  Have  not  all  the  great  and  well- 
conducted  factoriesin  the  United  States  increased 
their  capital  every  year  1  Has  this  not  been  the 
case  with  the  factories  at  Boston,  Providence, 
and  Philadelphia,  and  others?  We  are  willing 
to  let  them  decide  the  question  at  issue.  They 
are  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  duty.  This  noise 
and  clamor  come  from  a  few  clamorous  sets  of 
manufacturers,  who,  I  venture  to  say,  could  not 
prosper  under  any  state  of  things,  even  with  an 
entire  prohibition.  But,  I  would  ask,  is  it  just  or 
reasonable  that  we  should  be  called  on  to  protect 
the  improvident  and  unskilful  manufacturer,  who 
has  his  factory  in  a  section  of  country  possessing 
few  or  no  natural  advantages  ? — I  mean  such  ad- 
vantages as  water  power,  and  convenience  to  the 
seaboard.  The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  those 
very  men  who  are  now  crying  out  most  loudly  to 
protect  them  against  foreign  industry,  will  be 
equally  clamorous  for  protection  against  the  well- 
conducted  factories  or  the  Eastern  States.  We 
may  go  on  passing  tariff  upon  tariff,  and,  sir,  we 
never  can  benefit  the  Western  grower  of  hemp,  or 
manufacturer  of  cotton  bagging.  From  the  very 
best  of  information  which  I  have  been  enabled  to 
obtain  on  the  subject,  some  of  the  well-conducted 
factories  of  the  North  have  divided  this  year  twea^ 
ty-five  per  cent,  per  annum.  One  of  the  argu- 
ments which  has  oeen  urged  by  the  advocates  of 
this  system,  is,  that,  i(  we  do  not  do  something  to 
counteract  the  effect  of  this  difference  between  our 
exports  and  imports,  that  the  country,  in  a  short 
time,  will  be  drained  of  a  rery  precious  metal. 
That  this  difference  must  be  paid  in  specie,  and 
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with  this  drain  is  connected  all  those  horrid  ideas 
of  national  bankruptcy  and  political  rain.  Gen- 
tlemen appear  not  disposed  to  let  the  commercial 
part  of  the  country — I  say,  gentlemen  are  not  dis- 
posed to  let  them  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
regulation  of  commerce.  They  will  take  it  under 
their  own  protection.  They  appear  to  be  ready 
and  willing  at  ^'  one  fell  swoop"  to  sweep  all  our 
foreign  commerce  from  the  ocean,  and  dry  up 
those  sources  from  which  are  derived  almost  every 
thing  which  is  great  and  glorious  in  this  Republic. 
It Jn  presumed  that  no  intelligent  merchant  would 
eiWer  import  or  eiport  any  article  but  that  on 
which  he  expected  to  realize  something  more  than 
an  equivalent  for.  No  man  would  continue  that 
trade  which,  sooner  or  later,  would  lead  to  bank- 
ruptcy. To  be  sure,  accidents  %ometime8  happen 
from  various  circumstances;  from  any  business 
being  overdone ;  from  the  common  accidents  to 
which  all  long  and  dangerous  voyages  are  liable. 
But,  1  venture  to  assert  that  every  judicious  invest- 
ment of  a  capital,  whether  it  be  in  specie  or  any 
thing  else,  returns  with  an  increased  value  added 
to  our  capital  by  the  energy  and  activity  of  our 
countrymen.  It  is  somewhat  strange  that  these 
instances  of  what  they  call  balances  against  us, 
will  be  cited  to  prove  a  proposition,  the  converse 
of  which  has  been  established  by  the  best  writers 
on  the  subject  for  the  last  twenty  years.  We  will 
only  refer,  for  a  moment,  to  t6e  most  prosperous 
period  of  our  hi&tory,  from  1795  to  1801,  a  period 
which  must  be  recollected  with  pleasure  and  de- 
light by  all  the  commercial  men  of  the  nation ;  a 
time  when  we  enjoyed  more  uninterrupted  com- 
mercial prosperity  than  any  other  nation  in  the 
world.  And,  I  ask.  was  there  not  then  what  some 
gentlemen  have  called  a  balance  against  us,  and 
which  has  always  been  the  case  at  every  period  of 
our  prosperity,  and  which  always  must  be  the  case 
so  lonff  as  England — ^^  that  England,  hedged  in 
with  the  main — that  water-walled  bulwark'^— that 
emporium  of  the  commerce  of  the  worlds-enjoys 
any  thing  like  her  present  commercial  ascendency 
over  every  quarter  of  the  world  ?  In  the  sup- 
position that  the  specie  of  England  formed  the 
tenth  part  of  the  specie  of  Europe,  it  is  very  cer- 
tain that  the  other  nations  of  Aurope  most,  and 
are  compelled  to,  exercise  great  activity  and  per- 
severinff  industry  to  procure  for  themselves  the 
other  nine-tenths  of  specie  which  is  necessary  for 
their  commerce;  and,  when  they  fail  to  procure 
that  portion  which  is  necessary,  the  English  will 
soon  take  to  them  that  part  of  the  precious  balance 
^  which  is  wanting.  This  is  very  reasonable  and 
obvious,  because  the  exportation  of  specie  gives 
more  profit  to  the  enterprise  of  the  merchant  than 
any  other  article  of  commerce. 

There  must  always  be  what  has  been  termed  a 
balance  of  trade  in  favor  of  England,  so  long  as 
she  maintains  her  present  extensive  credit,  and 
carries  on  so  much  commerce  with  the  other  na- 
tions of  the  world.  The  inflexibilitv  of  her  laws 
with  regard  to  creditors,  the  undoubted  value  of 
her  paper  money,  which  governs  every  thing,  go 
to  place  her  far  above  all  other  nations  which 
have  neglected,  or  whose  situation  cannot  procure 


for  them  the  same  advantages.  She  regards  spe- 
cie in  the  light  which  her  best  interests  dictate  to 
her.  Nearly  all  the  moneyed  transactions  of  the 
country  are  effected  by  paper  mone^  more  quick 
and  agreeable  than  it  can  be  done  in  any  other 
way.  Specie,  by  all  nations,  is  considered  u 
much  an  article  of  commerce  as  any  thing  else^ 
as  much  so  as  we  consider  our  flour  or  tobseco. 
No  merchant  sends  a  single  dollar  abroad  hot 
what  he  receives  in  return  something  which  hf 
considers  more  than  an  equivalent,  for  every  ex- 
change is  a  ^u4d  pro  qw>. 

One  of  the  greatest  arguments  aeainst  this  hill 
is  that  it  strikes  at  the  total  annihilation  and  d^ 
stroction  of  our  foreign  commerce — ^that  com- 
merce which  has  built  up,  and  beautified  oar  most 
flourishing  towns  and  cities,  and  given  an  itopetns 
to  that  American  industry,  activity  and  enterprise, 
to  which  we  owe  the  present  happy  and  floarish- 
ing  condition  of  our  country.    Capital  will  oatth 
rallv  seek  that  kind  of  employment  which  is  most 
profitable ;  and  hence  it  is,  that  most  of  oar  cap- 
ital, which  is  but  the  accumulation  of  thirty  yean, 
has  been  directed  to  commerce.    It  is  trae  our  dst- 
igatiog  interest,  from  a  peculiar  state  of  things, 
has  been  much  depressed,  and  this,  sir.  is  to  be  the 
final  blow  it  is  to  receive ;  this  is  to  be  our  ship- 
wreck.   A  great  portion  of  the  capital  of  oor 
countrjr  is  commercial,  accumulated  by  the  actire 
enterprise  of  oor  citizens,  and  which,  we  were 
told  at  the  last  session,  by  a  gentleman  who  de 
livered  one  of  the  most  aole  speeches  on  the  sub- 
ject I  have  ever  heard,  employed  upwards  of  ser- 
enty  thousand  seaman,  for  the  maintenance  of 
which  somewhere  about  ten  millions  of  dollars 
were  annually  paid,  to  which,  if  we  add  tke  fire 
millions  which  is  necessary  to  keep  this  tonnage 
in  repair,  we  shall  find  the  enormous  sum  of  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars  annually  disbursed  to  that 
class  of  our  community.    The  effect  of  this  meas- 
ure on  the  cotton, rice,  and  tobacco-growing  Sutes 
will  be  per;iicioos  in  the  extreme.    It  will  exclude 
them  from  those  markets  where  they  depended  al- 
most entirely  for  a  sale  of  those  articles,  and  force 
Great  Britain  to  encourage  the  cottons  (Brazil, 
Rio  Janeiro,  and  Buenos  Ayres,)  which,  in  a  short 
time,  can  be  brought  in  competition  with  us.  Noth- 
ing but  the  consumption  of  British  goods  in  this 
country,  received  in  exchange,  can  support  a  com- 
mand of  the  cotton  market  to  the  Southern  plan- 
ter.   It  is  one  thing  very  certain,  she  will  not  come 
here  with  her  gold  and  silver  to  trade  with  us.  And 
should  Great  Britain,  pursuing  the  principles  of 
her  reciprocal  duty  act,  of  last  June,  lay  three  or 
four  cents  on  our  cotton  ;  where  would,  I  ask,  be 
our  surplus  of  cotton  ?    It  is  well  known  that  (be 
United  States  cannot  manufacture  one-foarthof 
the  cotton  that  is  in  it ;  and  should  we,  by  oar  im- 
prudent legislative  enactments,  in  pursuing  to  such 
an  extent  this  restrictive  system,  force  Great  Brit- 
ain to  shut  her  ports  against  us,  it  will  paralyze 
the  whole  trade  of  the  Southern  country.    This 
export  trade,  which  composes  five-sixths  of  the 
exports-  of  the  United  States,  will  be  swept  en- 
tirely from  the  ocean,  and  leave  but  a  melanchoif 
wreck  behind.    I  am  well  convinced  the  agricul- 
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roral  interest  of  this  coudtiy,  bot  more  particu- 
larly that  of  the  South,  is  doomed  to  great  dis- 
tress. Already  are  our  storehouses  crowded  with 
bales  of  cotton,  which  no  sale  can  be  ^ot  for,  and 
oar  granaries  filled  with  grain,  rottmg  on  our 
hands.  And  yet,  gentlemen  say,  we  have  protec- 
tion for  our  cotton,  and  they  will  give  us  one  for  our 
grain.  I  could  not  have  anticipated  such  arguments 
ss  these.  No  legislation,  on  our  part,  can  arert  the 
eommon  distress  which  the  agricultural  interest  of 
our  country  is  doomed  to  suner.  We  must  look 
to  a  change  of  things  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic. An  alarming  fact  has  already  presented 
itself.  The  exports  of  cotton  this  last  year,  from 
the  LeTant  or  from  Egypt,  into  England,  has  been 
143,000  bales  ;  and  it  arises  from  the  short-sighted 
policy  of  the  people  of  the  Eastern  and  Middle 
States.  They  have,  by  their  petitions  and  memo- 
rials, together  with  acts  of  remonstrance,  induced 
this  (xovernment  to  commence  that  system  of  re- 
striction which  has  forced  Great  Britain  to  begin 
to  look  somewhere  else  for  a  market  for  her  man- 
ufactured goods,  and  that  raw  material  which  she 
will  only  receive  by  way  of  exchange. 

The  people  of  the  Eastern  States  should  be  the 
last  in  the  union  to  give  their  support  to  a  mea- 
sure of  this  kind,  which  aims  a  death-blow  at  the 
commercial  and  navisating  interest  of  that  por- 
tion of  country,  which  has  been  clearly  demon- 
strated by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Webster.)  Have  they  not  been  the  carriers 
of  our  exports,  and  the  venders  of  our  imports, 
which  ih^y  have  brought  in  in  return?  Have 
they  not  speculated  in  England  on  the  capital  of 
onr  raw  material  1  The  growers  of  wheat,  the 
manufacturers  of  hardware,  cotton,  or  woollen 
goods  here,  can  have  no  trade  with  the  growers  of 
wheat,  the  manufacturers  of  hardware,  cotton,  or 
woollen  goods  in  England.  There  must  be  dif- 
ference of  productions,  difference  of  climate,  and 
difference  of  wants,  to  create,  barter  and  exchange. 
The  debt  of  the  North  to  England  has  been  paid 
by  the  cotton  and  rice  of  the  Sooth.  Paralyze 
the  South,  atid  you  strike  from  the  ocean  at  once, 
as  I  said  before,  five-sixths  of  the  export  trade  of 
the  United  States.  Various  causes  have  induced 
the  Govemmenta  of  Europe,  but  more  particu- 
larly England,  to  adopt  this  complicated  system 
of  monopoly  aod  prohibitions — a  system  which 
she  has  establiabed,  to  the  serious  regret  of  the 
wise  men  of  that  country — a  policy  which  was 
ODce  considfsed  sound,  but  now,  as  theories,  uni- 
versally exploded.  It  is  the  interest  of  every  con- 
sumer to  bay  where  he  can  get  cheapest;  and  we 
are  all,  to  a  certain  extent,  consumers,  and  the 
more  markets  we  have,  the  cheaper  can  we  buy, 
and  the  better  can  we  sell.  As  long  as  we  trade 
with  Great  Britain,  so  long  will  she  trade  with 
US.  But  the  moment  we  pass  this  bill,  now  be- 
fore us,  which  is  equal,  and,  I  may  say,  intended, 
as  a  prohibition,  that  moment  will  the  markets 
of  Great  Britain  be  closed  against  us.  No  com- 
merce can  be  beneficial  to  both  nations,  unless  it 
be  founded  and  conducted  on  the  perfect  principle 
of  reciprocity.  Not  only  should  the  article  be 
Wought  into  the  market  as  cheap  as  possible,  but 


the  less  labor  employed  in  the  makinff,  so  much 
is  a  gain  to  the  consumer.  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  if  any  aentleman  from  the  South,  on  this 
floor,  was  willing  to  say  he  was  prepared  to  give 
his  vote  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  for  a  direct  tax; 
that  he  was  ready  to  send  the  tax-gatherer  among 
his  constituents.  I  hope  not.  we  shall  have 
neither  the  means  of  paying  a  direct  tax,  nor  of 
purchasing  the  manufactured  article  from  the 
manufacturer.  We  shall  all  be  driven,  in  our 
small  way,  at  gveat  expense  and  loss  of  labor,  to 
manufacture  for  ourselves.  For  not  only  does 
this  article,  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  consomar 
to  purchase  cheap,  rise  in  value,  but  it  cuts  off  the 
means  which  the  consumer  might  have  in  paying 
for  it. 

Mr.  Speaker  has  drawn  a  most  unfavorable  pic- 
ture of  the  distress  of  our  country,  but  he  has 
dwelt  with  more  than  ordinary  feeling  on  that 
portion  of  the  country  west  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains,  and  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  relieve 
them  of  that  distress.  If  such  are  the  fond  anti- 
cipations of  gentlemen  from  that  quarter,  I  fear 
they  will  be  disappointed.  I  am  really  disposed 
very  much  to  question,  whether  there  be  anv  thins 
like  distress  in  that  section  of  country  of^whicE 
most  is  complained — I  mean  the  West.  There 
mav  have  been  a  great  depreciation  of  property, 
ana  individuals  may[  not  have  got  rich  as  fast  as 
they  might  have  wished,  or  might  have  antici- 
pated, forming  their  conclusions  from  an  unnatural 
state  of  things,  Which  existed  some  ei^ht  or  ten 
years  ago  there.  I,  sir,  at  various  periods,  have 
travell^  through  that  portion  of  the  Union,  and 
I  assure  you,  sir,  if  there  was  any  thing  like  dis- 
tress in  the  country,  it  retired  from  public  view 
altogether.  I  never,  in  the  whole  course  of  my 
life,  saw  a  people  more  happy  and  contented,  in 
the  full  fruition  of  the  best  ot  every  thins  which 
a  rich  and  luxuriant  soil  could  afford.  The  cause 
of  the  depreciation  of  property  in  that  country  has 
not  been  owing  to  a  want  of  protection  to  what 
has  been  termed  American  industry.  It  is  owing, 
sir,  to  other  causes — to  a  want  of  a  sound  currency. 
It  is  to  be  traced  in  their  over  issues  of  paper 
money,  and  the  regulation  of  the  land  office  sys- 
tem, which  offers  such  great  inducement  for  emi- 
gration, and  by  that  means  has  drained  the  coun- 
try of  its  moneyed  resources.  The  unparalleled 
piosperit^  of  that  country  during  our  late  war, 
gave  a  stimulus  to  industry,  and  a  value  to  prop- 
erty, which  no  one  who  reasoned  on  the  suDJect 
could  have  supposed  would  continue  in  time  of 
peace.  While  the  war  threatened  the  Southern 
and  Eastern  States  with  distress  and  ruin,  the 
Western  country  were  enjoying  a  height  of  pros- 
perity never  before  experienced  in  any  country. 
And,  sir,  this  measure,  if  adopted,  will  be  worse 
than  war  upon  the  Southern  country,  without  any 
of  those  advantages  to  the  West  which  grew  out 
of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  We,  sir,  who 
suffered  in  war,  should  at  least  be  allowed  sonie 
of  the  advantages  incident  to  a  peace.  This  bill 
will  bear  particularly  hard,  and  be  extremely  oiier- 
ous  and  burdensome  on  the  poor  and  laboring 
classes  of  our  community ;  even  the  spade  of  the 
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ditcher,  the  axe  pf  the  ttmber-eutter,  the  goa  of 
the  hunter,  and  all  the  common  implement^  of 
agriculture,  are  piroposed  to  be  taxed  to  an  entire 

Erohibition.  Instead,  sir.  of  taxing  the  rieh  man's 
anquet,  and  those  articles  which  the  interest  of 
the  country  demands  we  should  not  encourage, 
we  find  those  articles  taxed  highest  which  enter 
into  the  domestic  concerns,  of  every  man's  house- 
hold. I,  sir,  should  not  object  to  this  bill,  could 
it  be  founded  on  a  great  national  principle ;  but,  I 
protest,  most  solemnly*,  against  flny  measure  so 
unequal  in  its  operation,  and  the  tendency  of 
which  will  be  to  oppress  one  section  of  country 
for  the  advantage  and  benefit  of  another,  and 
which  must  precede,  but  a  little  while,  the  neces- 
sity of  an  excise,  which  is  inconsistent  with  the 
genius  and  spirit  of  our  Government,  and  character 
of  our  institutions.  I  should  not  object  to  this 
measure,  if  the  operation  could  be  confined  to  that 
portion  of  the  Union  which  has  been  so  loud  and 
clamorous  for  it.  But,  sir,  it  involves  us  also. 
We  are  ready  and  willmg  to  make  any  sacrifice 
for  the  good  of  the  nation.  Any  thing  for  reve- 
nue, but  not  a  cent  for  monopoly. 
When  Mr.  Gov  an  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Hamilto?<,  withdrew  his  motion  for  indef- 
inite postponement. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Ton's  motion,  before  stated, 
was  then  taken,  and  stood — yeas  lOJ.,  nays  101,  as 
follows : 

TxAs — Messrs.  Adamp,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Con* 
necticut,  Bartley,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buck,  Bnck- 
ner,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Cocke,  Col- 
lins, Condict,  Cook,  CrafU,  Craig,  Durfee,  Eddy, 
Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward, 
Garrison,  Gazlay,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry, 
Holoombe,  Honston,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  John- 
son, F.  Johnson,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lin- 
coln, Little,  McArthnr,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mat- 
son,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitch- 
ell of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Fat* 
temon  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Pfumer  of 
Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rosa, 
Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloans,  Sundefer,  Sterling,  Stewart, 
Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Test,  Thomp- 
son of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vanee  of 
Ohiok  Van  Wydc,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whit, 
tlesey.  White,  Wicklifie,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wil- 
son,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nays— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Ar- 
cher, P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bassatt,  Brack, 
Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of 
Sooth  Caroliua,  Carter,  Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Conner, 
Crowninsbield,  Cnlpeper,  Cushman,  Cutbbert,  Day, 
Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foots  of 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlin, 
Gist,  Govan,  Guriey,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hay- 
ward,  Herrick,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hook, 
Isacks,  Jenkins,  Kent,  Kidder,  Lithrop,  Lee,  Left- 
wich,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Loeke,  Long, 
Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDaffie,  McKee,  McKim,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Ala- 
bama,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Ran- 


kin,  Reed,  Richards,  Rives,  Rose,  Saundeis,  Sand- 
ford,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alex'r  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Speight,  Speaee,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson, 
Taiiaferro,  Tattnall,  Ten  Eyc^  Thompson  of  Geor- 
gia, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tncker  of  South  CaroUas, 
Van  Rensselsi^r,  WarfieU,  Webster,  Whipple,  Wil- 
liams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williaiu 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  pouth  Caroliot. 

The  House  being  equally  divided,  the  Speakeh 
voted  with  the  yeas,  and  the  question  was  thereby 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  then  moved  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  the  follow- 
ing item : 

*'  On  all  foreign  distilled  spirits,  fifUen  per  centom 
upon  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law,  and  in  addition 
thereto." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  negative— ^yeas  80, 
nays  123,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginii,  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticat, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Breck,  Back,  Bat- 
leigh.  Barton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Car- 
olina, Carter,  Cary,  Conner,  Crafts,  Culpeper.  Cosh* 
man,  Cutbbert,  Day,  Durfee,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Nonh 
Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New 
York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Govan, 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hoge- 
boom* Hooks,  Jenkins,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Livermore, 
Locke,  LoogfeUow,  McKee,  McKim,  Mangum,  Malla- 
ry, Matson,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owea, 
Plamer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Ran- 
kin, Reed,  Saunders,  8harpe,  Sibley,  Speight  Speoce, 
J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Strong,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Webster,  Whipple,  WiUiams  of  North  Car* 
olina,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennesaee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Archer,  Bartley,  Blair, 
Brent,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Cady,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collina,  Con- 
dict, Cook,  Craig,  Crowninsbield,  Dwinell,  Dwigbt, 
Eaton,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  Garriion, 
Gazlay,  Gist,  Guriey,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hayward, 
Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Holcombe,  Hoofton, 
Isacks,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  P.  JobD- 
son,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kramer,  Lawrenee,  Lee,  Leftwieh, 
Leteher.  Litchfield,  Little,  Ltvingston,  Long,  McAr- 
thnr, McCoy,  McDnffic,  McKean,  McLaae  of  Dela- 
wars,  MoLeaa  of  Ohio,  Markley,  Martindale,  Marvin, 
Matlack,  Meroer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania. 
Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of 
Alabama,  Morgsn,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania*  Pattsr- 
son  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rey- 
nolds, Richard^  Rich,  Rives,  Rogers,  Rose,  Rosit 
Sandford,  Scott,  SInane,  Arthur  Smith*  Alex*r  Smyth. 
William  Smith,  Standefer,  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson, 
Stewart,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompton 
of  Kentucky,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vanet 
of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wa^ 
field,  Wayne,  Whitman,  WhttUesey,  White,  Wick- 
lifie, WilUams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia. 
James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Car- 
olins,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Woods,  and  Wright 

Mr.  Brauley  renewed  the  motion  made  by 
him  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  laying  a 
duty  on  certain  imported  books. 


2329 


HISTORT  OF  OONQRESS. 


2330 


Apjul,  1824. 


7U  TaHff  Bm. 


H.  or  R. 


Sooth  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion,  as  a 
personal  favor  to  him,  that  the  question  might  be 
taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bbadlbt. 

Mr.  TccKEB  compliad ;  bat  with  notiee  that,  as 
AOOB  as  the  present  amendment  shonld  be  disposed 
of,  he  should  renew  his  motion  for  postponement. 

Mr.  AI.UB1V  made  a  few  remarks  introdnetory- 
to  the  reading  of  a  memorial  drawn  up  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  (to  whose  liberal  sentiments  and  philo- 
sophical and  literar^r  character  he  bore  ample  tes- 
timony,) OD  the  subject  embraced  bj  the  amend- 
ment now  uoder  consideration. 

Mr.  Bbadlet  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to 
read  to  ihe  following  effect : 

**  On  all  books  which  the  importer  shall  make  it 
ntisfactorilj  appear  to  the  Collector  of  the  port  were 
printed  preTiousij  to  the  year  1776,  foor  cents  par 
Yolume ;  and  on  all  books  printed  in  other  than  the 
English  langaage,  Ibor  cents  per  ▼olnme  ;  on  all  other 
books,  if  lK>UBd,  37  cento— if  in  sheets,  98  cents  per 
pound." 

Mr.  Webster  stated  sereral  facts  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Poinsett  supported  the  amendment  by  a 
few  remarks. 

Mr.  PoBBYTB  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
by  striking  out  its  last  clause,  tiz:  '*on  all  other 
books,  when  boUnd,  37  cents  pier  pound,  and  when 
in  boards  or  sheets,  33  cents  per  pound.'' 

Mr.  Bbaolet  opposed  this  alteration,  and  it 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  suggested,  as  a  modification,  to 
insert  "  or  parts  of"  books,  Which  was  accepted 
by  the  mover. 

Mr.  McArthur  called  for  a  division  of  thie 
question,  and  it  was  accordingly  taken,  first,  on 
the  first  clause  of  the  amendment,  and  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  followe^^-yeas  184^  nays  12 : 

YaAs^Meears.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virgmfa,  Ah 
Itn  of  Maoflachnoetto,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Areher, 
BayKea,  P.  P.  Barbonr,  Boesett,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brock, 
Broot,  B«ichaiian,  Buck,  Burleigh,  Barton,  Cady, 
Cambrolovg,  Campbell  of  South  Caroitna,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cary,  Caasody,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Col- 
lina,  Condiet,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafta,  Craig,  Crownin- 
•hteid,  Culpeper,  Cnshoian,  Cathbert,  Day,  Dorfoe, 
Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwardd  of  North 
Carolina,  EUia,  Fartelly,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of 
Conooetieot,  Forsyth,  Forward)  Frost,  Fuller,  Oarri- 
100,  Qamott,  Gatltn,  Gazlay,  Gist,  Gofan,  Gurley, 


Mr.  B.  supported  the  amendment,  by  submit- 
ting at  length  his  views  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  TnoKEB,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  the 
views  expressed  by  Mr.  Braoi.£t,  and  moved  to 
postpone  the  bill  to  the  1st  day  of  December. 

The  previous  question  was  then  again  called 
for,  by  Mr.  Wrioht.  There  were  in  favor  of 
taking  it  70  votes,  and  against  it  94.  So  the 
call  was  not  sustained  by  the  House. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  postpone- 
ment, as  moved  by  Mr.  Tucker,  of  South  Caro 
Una — 

Mr.  Merger  opposed  the  motion  in  a  short 
speech ;  to  which  Mr.  Tucker  replied  in  a  few 
words. 

Mr.  Randolph  requested  the  gentleman  from 


Hall,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hayward, 
Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hoi- 
eorobe,  Hooks,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of 
Ybginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder, 
Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Lineola, 
Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  Long- 
fellow, McArthar,  McCoy,  McKssn,  McKee,  McKin, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mangum, 
Mallary,  Markloy,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Hatla^,  Mai* 
son,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moors  of  Kentucky,  Mooie 
of  Alabama,  Neala,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Oweny 
Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plamer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poin- 
sett, Prince,  Randolph,  Reed,  Richards,  Rich,  Rives, 
Rogers,  Rose,  Rots,  Sano^era,  Sandford,  Scott,  8harpe» 
Sibley,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Speight,  Spence,  Standefer,  Sterling,  A. 
Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs, 
Strong,  Swan,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck, 
Teat,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tocker  of  Virginia,  Tocker  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Corolins,  Vanoe 
of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  War- 
field,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whtenan,  Whit- 
tlesey, Williams  of  New  York,  WilKams  of  Virginia, 
WilliaoM  of  North  Carolina,  James  Wilton,  Henry 
Wilson,  Wilson  of  Sonth  Carolina,  WUsoo  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright— 184. 

Na.T8— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tenneesee, 
Allison,  Barber  of  Conneeticttt,  Bartley,  Brown,  Bock- 
ner,  Kremer,  Little,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Plum'- 
or  of  Pennsylvania,  aad  Reynolds — 18. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  secoBd  part 
of  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it  were 
dispensed  with,  and  that  part  of  the  amendment 
was  adopted,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Rardolpb  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
so  as  to  reduce  the  duty  on  brown  sugar  to  two 
and  a  half  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Ranuolph  spoke  as  follows :  I  rise,  sir,  for 
the  purpose  of  offering  to  the  consideration  of  this 
House  an  amendment  to  the  bill  before  them, 
which  nothing  but  an  imperious  sense  of  duty 
could  have  induced  me,  rebus  exidetUibus,  to  pro- 
pose. It  will  be  recollected  that,  in  the  year  1816, 
an  additional  duty  was  laid  on  brown  sugar.  My 
present  object  is  to  reduce  the  duty  to  what  it 
then  was.  I  shall  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House — ^I  never  have  done  it — ^in  discussing  the 
general  principles  of  any  bill  on  the  consideration 
of  its  details.  We  all  know  the  depreciation  of 
money  which  has  taken  place  since  1816 ;  that 
revulsion  in  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  this  coun- 
try, many  of  us,  m  our  own  persons,  and  all  of  us 
in  the  persons  of  our  friends,  yet  live  to  deplore. 
Sir,  what  was  the  comparative  value  of  money 
then  and  atpr^ent  ?  Do  we  not  aU  know  that  at 
that  time  a  duty  of  six  cents  per  pound  on  sugar 
would  not  have  been  as  much  felt  as  a  duty  of 
three  cents  is  felt  now?  Sir,  there  was  not  a 
man,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  a  few  miser- 
able usurers  and  muck  worms,  who  could  not  then 
get  six  dollars  easier  than  he  now  can  get  three. 
For  myself.  I  could  more  easily  have  paid  three 
dollars  at  that  time  than  I  can  pay  one  dollar  to- 
day. Sir,  the  demon  of  speculation  had  taken 
possession  of  the  public  mind— the  bubble,  not, 
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sir,  of  the  South  Sea  or  the  Mississippi,  hut  one 
every  whit  as  mischieyous — was  then  fully  blown 
to  its  utmost  expansion,  and  was  near  burstinc. 
Yet  the  duty  on  this  article — an  article  we  are  all 
obliged  to  consume;  in  its  necessity  next  to  the 
articles  of  salt  and  iron,  in  unarersal  demand ; 
and  entering  into  the  food  of  the  poorest  man  in 
the  community,  would  not  have  been  as  great, 
in  proportion  to  the  value  of  money — at  six  dol- 
lars then,  as  it  is  now  at  three  dollars.  Sir,  I 
want  to  know  on  what  principle  it  is  that  the 
sugar  planter,  who  gets  his  mules,  his  stave  tim- 
ber, the  provisions  for  his  slaves,  at  the  first  hand 
and  on  tne  cheapest  possible  terms,  cannot  be  sat- 
ined with  a  protectum — (the  word  is  not  mine; 
I  disclaim  every  thing  of  the  kind,  but  I  use  it  in 
gentlemen's  own  sense  of  the  term,}  yes^  sir,  a 
protection  of  two  and  a  half  cents  a  pound  on 
their  sugar?  Sir,  we  have  had  a  practical  com- 
mentary in  the  success  of  the  last  amendment, 
(Mr.  Tod's,  on  cotton  bagging,)  on  the  effects  of 
perseverance — I  hope  we  shall  profit  by  it;  I  hope 
It  will  animate,  especially,  every  opponent  of  the 
bill  to  keep  the  faith ;  to  fight  the  good  fight,  and 
to  hold  out  to  the  end.  [Here  Mr.  Brent  in- 
terposed.] 

Sir,  I  have  not  yet  done.    My  proposition,  sir, 
is  not  to  lay  a  tax,  but  to  take  one  off.    But,  from 
the  effect  it  seems  to  produce,  I  could  really  think 
that  by  some  necromantic  process,  I  had  been 
suddenly  transferred  to  a  Chamber  of  Deputies, 
or  to  a  British  House  of  Commons,  to  the  delib- 
erative hall  of  some  one  of  the  older — ^I  will  not 
say  the  more  corrupt — I  disclaim  the  imputation ; 
but  one  of  the  older  and  more  aaiiilte  Governments 
of  Europe.    Sir,  I  am  wrong.     I  rather  could 
wish  I  was  thus  transferred ;  for,  in  the  British 
Parliament,  I  should  see  duties  reduced  to  less 
than  one-half  of  their  former  amount;  not,  in- 
deed, from  choice,  sir,  for  power  is  sweet,  and  so 
is  money;  but  the  Britisn  ministry  have  been 
driven  to  the  reduction,  and  on  the  necessary  ar- 
ticle of  salt,  seven-eighths  of  the  duty  has  been 
taken  off,  and  they  are  pledged  to  repeal  the  re- 
mainder.   But  here,  sir,  by  some  strange  con- 
1' unction  of  the  planets — ^for  evidently  it  cannot 
lave  been  by  any  constellation  being  in  opposi- 
tion— a  most  extraordinary  effect  has  been  pro- 
duced.   In  this  most  popular  branch  of  the  most 
popular  Government  m  the  world,  we,  who  come 
immediately  from  the  people,  whose  arteries  mav 
be  expected  to  pulsate  and  keep  measure  with 
their  own,  instantly  become  extremely  fastidious, 
so  soon  as  any  proposal  is  made,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  lessen  the  burdens  of  the  country. 
Sir,  were  it  not  as  plain  as  the  noonday  sun,  I 
would  quote  hi^h  authority  in  this  House,  to  prove 
what  I  have  said  of  the  distresses  of  the  country. 
Sir^  the  very  stamp  act  itself  could  hardly  throw 
us  mto  a  greater  name  than  a  proposal  to  dimin- 
ish any  oi  the  taxes— 4&y,  sir,  or  our  own  emolu- 
ment, seems  to  excite  in  this  House.    But  as  it  is 
a  feeling  in  which  I  do  not  participate,  as  my 
feelings  run  in  quite  another  direction,  I  find  my- 
self quite  cool — never  more  unmoved  in  my  life : 
for  if,  as  i  have  some  reason  to  fear,  the  tax  shall 


not  be  reduced,  I,  sir,  shall  pay  as  little  of  it  is 
anv  man. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  opposed  the  motion,  and  referred 
to  the  facts  which  existed  when  the  present  dotjr 
was  laid. 

Mr.  Randolph  replied. 

Mr.  Brent  said  a  few  words;  and 

Mr.  Flotd  argued  at  some  length  in  favor  of 
the  reduction. 

Mr.  Cook  took  the  same  side  of  the  question, 
and  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Guhlst  ;  when 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  called  for  the  previous  qaes- 
tion.  The  House  refused  to  take  it — ayes  81, 
noes  99. 

Mr.  Fabrelly  opposed  the  reduction. 

Mr.  Warfibld  avowed  a  change  of  sentiment 
on  the  subject,  and  arroed  in  favor  of  the  redac- 
tion, and  in  answer  to  Mr.  Farrelly. 

Mr.  Cook  spoke  in  riAdication  of  the  eoone 
he  had  pursued,  and  in  answer  to  a  charge  of 
inconsistency. 

Mr.  LiviNOSTON  explained  some  facts  in  relt- 
tton  to  the  consumption  and  raising  of  sugar,  sod 
urged  arguments  against  the  proposed  amead- 
ment. 

Mr.  Mallary  inquired  into  the  state  of  the 
sugar-growing  interest,  and  the  prospects  of  its 
increase. 

Mr.  Livingston  replied,  and  stated  details  in 
explanation. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment 

The  House  refused  to  adjourn — ayes  87,  noes 
100. 

Mr.  Forsyth  gave  the  history  of  the  imposi- 
tion of  the  tax  on  sugar,  to  show  that  it  was  raised 
for  revenue  only,  and  advocated  the  reduction. 

Mr.  Mali^ry  spoke  in  opposition  to  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Rah- 
dolph's  motion,  hy  yeas  and  nays — yeas  96,  ntys 
99,  as  follows  : 

Ybas— Mewrs.  Abbot,  Adans,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
ginia, Allen  of  MsMschnsetts,  Allen  of  TenneMc, 
Archer,  P.  P.  Barboar,  Brock,  Brown,  Buckoer,  Bar- 
Icigh,  Barton,,  Cambreleng,  Caoipbdl  of  Booth  Ci- 
rolina,  Carter/Cary.  Cobb,  Conner,  Cook,  Caipeper, 
Cushman,  DwineU,  Edwards  of  North  Carolint,  Floyd, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Garnett,  Gailin,  Gift, 
Govan,  Hill,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward,  Heory, 
Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Houston,  Kent,  Lathrop, 
Lae,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Little,  Livermore,  Locke, 
Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDufBe,  McKim,  Mingon, 
Matlack,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  MaryUs^i 
Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Plumer  of  Neir 
Hampshire,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Rivca,  Ross,  Sion- 
ders,  Scott,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  WilUtfi 
Smith,  Speight,  Spenoe,  Sterling,  A.  Steveoton,  J. 
Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Strong,  Talialeiro,  TattsaU, 
Ten  Eyck,  Thompeon  of  Georgia,  Tomlinooa,  Tiacy. 
Trimble,  Taeker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Soath  Caro- 
lina, Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfleld,  Wbitoaa, 
WhitUesej,  White,  Wicklifie,  WiUiameof  Naw  York. 
Williams  of  Virginia,  WiUiama  of  North  Garoliot. 
and  Janes  Wilson — ^96. 

Nato— Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allisost 
Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  BarUey,  Ba«att, 
BUir,  Brent,  Buchanan,  Buck,  CampMI  of  Oiuo, 
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Cawedja  C^tkie,  -CoUiot,  Condict,  CnfU,  Craig, 
Crowninthield,  Calhbert,  Day,  Darfee,  Dwight,  Ea- 
ton,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  Fuller, 
Garrison,  (Hziay,  Gurlay,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemp- 
hill, Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Isacks,  Jen- 
kins, Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
son, Kremer,  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Living- 
ston, Long,  McArthnr,  McKean,  McKee,  McLane  of 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Mar- 
lindale,  Marvin,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  PennaylTania, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Owen,  Pat^ 
terson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plunier  of 
Pennsylvania,  Poinsett,  Prince,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rich- 
arda,  Rieh,  Rogers,  Rose,  Sandford,  Sharpe,  Sibley, 
Sloana^  Btandeler,  Stewart,  Swan,  Taylor,  Test, 
Thompaon  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance 
of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Webstar,  Whip- 
ple, Henry  Wilaon,  Wilson  of  ktonth  CaroUna,  Wil- 
son of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wrightr— 99. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

A  motion  vms  made  by  Mr.  Williams, of  N<Mrth 
Carolina,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing, viz  :  On  salt,  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
'  bushel  of  fifty-six  pounds,  instead  of  twenty  cents, 
'  as  now  imposed  by  law." 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Weonbsday,  April  14. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  26th  of  February, 
directing  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing the  right  of  |>rfr«mptton  to  certain  actual  set- 
tlers in  the  district  of  St.  Helena  Courthouse,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  made  a  report  thereon, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Uommattee  of 
the  whole  Hoase  to  which  i»  committed  the  bill 
granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  actual 
settlers  in  that  part  of  the  former  Province  of 
West  Florida  included  in  the  district  of  Jackson 
Courthonae. 

Mr.  Hamilton  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  Isy  before  Congress,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
next  sesion,  a  detailed  revision  of  the  existing  tariff; 
a  reiision  which  shall  have  for  its  object  the  production 
of  levenne  equal  to  the  exigencies  of  Gorernment, 
tad  which  shall  be  beneficially  accommodated  to  the 
vtrioQs  and  existing  branches  of  the  prodncttve  indns- 
try  of  the  oonntry. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  folic  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Floto  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration  to  morrow : 

Retched,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  roqnested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  any 
inforaiBtion  he  may  possess  showing  the  kind  and 
qasntity  of  provisions,  stores,  or  supplies,  of  any  kind, 
which  have  been  sent  from  the  United  States  to  any 
of  the  porta  of  South  America,  on  the  Pacific  ocean, 
for  the  use  of  the  veasels  of  war  of  the  United  Sutes ; 
^ignatmg  the  porta  from  whence  such  supplies  were 
sent,  the  name  of  the  ship  or  vessels  so  employed ;  the 
time  when,  and  the  amount  paid  for  such,  and  for 
transportation  thereof;  likewiae,  the  name  of  the  own- 
er or  awnais  of  such  abip  or  vessels ;  how  and  when 


paid ;  also,  the  amount  paid  in  aaid  porta  by  any  agont 
of  this  Government  for  supplies  of  any  kind  for  the 
vessels  of  war  of  the  United  Statea,  atating  the  name 
and  office  of  the  peraon,  the  time  when»  the  place 
where,  and  the  mode  of  payment;  whether  in  hilla, 
notea,  or  money ;  if  in  bills  or  notes,  whether  at  par 
value,  if  not,  at  what  discount  or  advance. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Cockb, 
calling  for  information  respecting  payments  of  ar- 
rears by  navy  agents,  &c.,  was  taken  up  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cbowninshielo,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act  regulating  the  trans- 
portation of  gold  and  silver  bullion,  specie,  and 
jewels,  and  carrying  of  passengers,  and  to  prohibit 
the  receipt  of  merchandise  in  the  public  vessels  of 
the  United  States,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  petition  of  William  Eaton,  presented  to 
the  House  on  the  16th  day  of  February  last,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  upon  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  for  the  services  of  the  militia  of 
said  State  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  "An  act,  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
for  the  reliei'  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt ;"  ''An 
act  to  change  the  terms  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  circuit  court  in  Ken* 
tucky ;"  were,  severally,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

CLAIM  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  Daniel  D.  Tomp- 
kins, late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  26th  of  March,  1834,  relative  to  the  ac- 
counts of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  report: 

That  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Tompkins  underwent  a 
full  investigation  by  a  committee  of  the  House,  ap« 
pointed  at  the  second  session  of  the  last  Congress,  who 
made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  and  in  the  views  of  the 
committee  then  expressed,  as  to  the  services  of  Gov- 
ernor Tompkins,  and  his  claims  to  the  justice  and  lib- 
erality of  his  country,  this  committee  fully  concur. 

On  a  consideration  of  the  dsims  and  accounts  of 
Governor  Tompkins,  the  committee,  st  the  last  eeesion, 
reported  in  favor  of,  and  recommended — 

L  An  sUewance  of  interest  on  all  moneys  advanced 
by  him,  on  aoconnt  of  the  public,  from  the  time  of 
making  such  advances  to  the  time  of  his  being  re- 
imbursed. 

S.  An  allowance  of  a  reasonable  commission  on  all 
moneya  disbursed  by  him  dnriog  the  late  war. 

3.  An  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  him,  in  con- 
seqnence  of  any  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
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inant  to  fulfil  itc  engag^nento  to  wend  htm  money 
and  Treaiury  notes,  within  the  time  epeeified,  to  be 
deposited  in  certain  banks  as  collateral  secnrity  for 
loans  procured  by  him  at  the  request  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  Government. 

4.  An  irresponsibility  for  losses  incurred  by  any  frauds 
or  failures  of  snb-agents  to  whom  moneys  were  ad- 
vanced through  his  hands. 

In  conformity  with  this  report,  a  bill  was  pissed  au- 
thorising **  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  sdjast  and  settle  the  accounts  and  claims  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  GoTernor  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  on  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  subject 
to  the  revision  and  final  decision  of  the  Preddent  of 
the  United  States." 

The  committee  hare  no  doubt  that  Governor  Tomp- 
kins has  been  and  yet  is  a  creditor  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  a  large  amount,  and  that  every  principle  of 
justice  would  recommend  a  prompt  and  liberal  settle- 
ment uf  his  accounts,  upon  the  basis  of  the  foregoing 
report ;  but  they  are  of  opinion  also  that  the  aet  of 
Congress  before  recited  gives  sufficient  autbori^  ibr 
this  purpose. 

So  far  as  the  committee  have  been  informed,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  aforesaid  act  has  been  liberally  inters 
preted  by  the  President  and  the  accounting  officers, 
and  that,  under  the  provisions  of  that  law,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  now  possesses  the  power, 
and  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  exercise 
it,  of  doing  full  and  liberal  justice  to  Governor  Tomp- 
kins. 

The  committee  do  not  perceive  any  good  reason, 
therefore,  for  making  any  change  in  the  existing  law, 
•ad  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Reaohed^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  that  it  be  again  referred  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  his  final  decision. 

Some  conyersation  arose  between  Mr.  McLane 
and  Mr.  Cockg,  on  the  subject,  when  Mr.  Cocke 
raoved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table.  The  motion 
was  agreed  to — ayes  76,  noes  (>0. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  a  revision  of  the  Tariff-* 

Mr.  TtTOKER,  of  South  Carolina,  renewed  the 
motion  he  had  yesterday  made  for  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  Tariff  bill  to  the  first  day  ol  Decem- 
ber next;  on  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  required. 

Mr.  Trimble  mored  for  a  call  of  the  House ;  the 
motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  87,  noes  78.  A  call 
of  the  House  was  accordingly  ordered.  The 
names  of  the  absentees  were  called  and  the  doors 
closed. 

Mr.  Little  then  mored  to  dispense  with  all 
further  proceedings  in  the  call.  The  motion  was 
negatived.    Ayes  78,  noes  103. 

Excuses  were  then  offered  for  several  absentees^ 
and  accepted. 

Mr.  Webster  moved  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings on  the  call  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Trimble  opposed  the  motion. 

The  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative.   Ayes  110. 

Mr.  Mercer  protested  against  either  an  indefi- 


nite postponement,  or  taking  the  preTioos  qnestioa 
on  this  bill,  whilst  amendments  were  pending,  aod 
others  ready  to  be  offered. 

Mr.  Trimble  then  required  the  previous  ques- 
tion. The  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call — ayes 
94,  noes  97. 

Mr.  Webster  stated  his  reasons  for  voting 
against  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Randolph  expressed  nearly  the  same  views, 

Mr.  Tucker  said,  on  making  his  motion  to  post- 

Eone  the  Tariff  bill  to  the  1st  of  December  next, 
e  did  not  rise  to  make  a  speech,  because  other 
gentlemen  had  already  expressed  his  views  of  the 
subject  under  discussion  much  better  than  he  was 
capable  of  doing,  and  much  more  to  his  satisfac- 
tion. But  I  am  of  opinion,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  thti 
discussion,  and  the  course  that  has  been  pnrsued, 
are  sufllcient  evidence  of  the  impropriety,  at  least, 
of  laying  duties  for  any  purpose  except  reveaoe. 
And  if  we  can  place  any  confidence  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President  of'^  the  United  States,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  there  is  no  necessity 
for  increasing  the  revenue,  ex<sepc  it  should  be 
thought  necessary  to  carry  into  opera tioQ  a  system 
of  internal  improvement — a  project,  he  believed, 
equally  as  unconstitutional  as  the  proposed  tariff, 
and  which  will  be  e^fually  as  partial  in  its  opera- 
tion, and  oppressive  in  its  effect ;  both  of  which  I 
consider  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, unwise,  and  impolitic — measures  which  Ipro* 
test  asainst.  Some  g^entlemen  contend  Ibat,  it  the 
bill  should  pass,  it  will  increase  tJie  revenue,  and 
encourage  domestic  industry ;  and  tliat,  by  increas- 
ing the  duty,  the  articles  will  come  cheaper  to  the 
consumer,  dbc.  I  canaot  believe  such  doctrine. 
To  say  that  the  manefactorers  oaoBot  go  on  with- 
out increasing  the  present  duties,  to  enable  them 
to  compete  with  foreign  manufacuires,  and  thereby 
place  it  in  the  power  of  the  manufaetiuers  to 
charge  more  for  their  articles,  and  yet  that  they 
will  come  cheaper  to  the  consumer,  seems  to  me 
absurd. 

Our  Constitution  was  formed  to  establish  justice, 
insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defenc^»and  general  welfare  of  this  Uaioo. 
But,  if  these  protects  are  carried  into  operation, 
they  must  and  will  have  a  contrary  effect.  From 
some  sections  of  this  Union,  petitioas  have  beea 
presented  from  maay  OMnuwctarers,  praying  for 
protection;  which,  if  they  succeed,  must  ope- 
rate against  the  interest  or  every  other  class,  ex- 
cept themselves,  and  be  particularly  oppressive  to 
the  people  in  the  Southern  States. 

Tnis  subject  has  been  too  long  discussed,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  every  gentleman's  mind  is  made  up 
on  it^  and  that  the  vote  now  would  be  the  sam^ 
that  it  would  be  a  month  hence.  I  think  the  bill 
worse  now,  than  when  it  was  reported  bjr  t^^ 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  as  I  am  opposed  to 
the  bill  with  any  amendments  that  could  he  made; 
and,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  further 
dtcussioQ  and  amendnwnt,  I  shall  move  for  the 
postponement  of  it.  I  think  it  time  for  the  pres- 
ent session  to  come  to  a  close ;  I,  for  one,  wish  to 
ffo  home ;  but,  if  gentlemen  think  we  should  stay 
longer,  I  am  of  opinion  our  tiise  can  be  moch  bet- 
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ter  employed  on  other  subjects.    I  call  for  the  ayes 
and  Does  on  the  question  of  postponement. 

Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  P.  P.  Babbodr  made 
a  few  observations  in  reply.  When  the  question 
was  taken  on  indefinite  postponement — yeas  45. 
nays  155,  as  follows : 

YxAs-— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virgtnie,  Allen 
of  Maiescbnsette,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Barton,  Campbell  of 
SoBth  Carolina,  Canr,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Col- 
peper,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Fonyth, 
Oatlio,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hayward,  Hooka, 
Kent,  Lee,  Leftwich.  Long,  McCoy,  Mangum,  Moore 
(tf  Alabama,  Neale,  Owen,  Rankin,  Reynolds,  Sann- 
deii,  Sandlbrd,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  Spaight,  Taliaferro,  Thompson  of  Geor- 
gia, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Vance  of  North  Carolioa,  Williams  of  Noith  Carolina, 
sod  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Archer,  Baylies,  Barber, 
of  Coooectirut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartlej,  Bsssetf,  Bee- 
cher,  Blair,  Bradley,  Breck,  Brent,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Bock,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Carter,  Caasedy,  Clark,  CoUina,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts, 
Craig,  Crowninshicld,  Cuahman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dar- 
K  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton.  Eddy,  Ellia,  Farrelly, 
Fiodlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foota  of  New  Terk, 
Forward,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garrison*  Garnett,  Hamil- 
toD,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Her- 
nck,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Isacks, 
Jeokina,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
ton,  Kidder^^Kremer,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Letcher, 
Lincolo,  Litchfield,  Little,  Livermore,  Livingston, 
Locke,  Longfellow,  McArthur,  McDuffie,  McKean, 
McKiin,  UcLsiie  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mal- 
lary,  Markley,  Martin  dale,  Marvin,  Matlaek,  Matson, 
Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  PennsyWania,  Mitchell 
of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Nelson,  Newton, 
O'BrieD,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plamer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Poinsett,  Prince,  Randolph,  Reed,  Richards,  Rich, 
Hives,  Rogers,  Rose,  Roes,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley, 
Sioane,  Spence,  Standefer,  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson, 
James  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong, 
8wao,  Tajbr,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tseky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vin- 
tea,  WarfieU,  Wayne,  Webster.  Whipple,  Whitman, 
^bitdessy,  White,  Wicklifie,  WUIiams  of  New  York, 
WillUais  of  Virginia,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson, 
Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

The  qnestion  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
prcviodsly  offered  by  Mr.  Williams,  reducing  the 
duty  00  salt  to  10  cents  per  bushel. 

Mr  Ross  called  for  the  previous  question. 

The  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call — ayes  93. 
Does  95. 

Mr.  Sardford  made  some  general  remarks,  in 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Rfifin  stated  facts,  and  quoted  memorials  in 
opposition  to  the  amendment  propo^^ed. 

Mr.  Floyd  adyocated  the  reduction,  which  was 
Use  supported  by  Messrs.  Randolph  and  Moore, 
of  Alabama ;  when  the  question  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays — yeas  81,  nays  122,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Meesrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Bar- 
Iw  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour, 
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Bartlett,  Bock,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Campbell  of  South 
Carolina,  Carter,  Oary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Cul- 
peper,  Cuahman,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Garnett,  Gatlin, 
Gist,  GoTan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward, 
Houston,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Little,  Liv* 
ermore,  Long,  McCoy,  McDuiBe,  McKee,  McKim, 
Mangum,  Mallack,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
Rogers,  Saunders,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth, 
William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Standeliar,  Sterling, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Taliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Souih  Carolina,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of 
South  Carolina — 81. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Baylies,  Bartley,  Bassett,  Beecher,  Blair, 
Breck,  Brent,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buckner,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crowntnshield,  Cuthbert,  Day, 
Burfee,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Far- 
relly, Pindlay,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forward,  Fuller, 
Garriaon,  Gaalay,  Gnrley,  Harria,  Hayden,  Hemphill, 
Henry,  Herrick,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hol- 
combe, Isadui,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia^  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kramer,  I^awrenea, 
Letcher,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livingston,  LongfeUow, 
McArthur,  McKean,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean 
of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martandale,  Marvin,  Mat- 
son, Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of 
Kentucky,  Morgan,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Patterson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Onio,  Plumer  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Prince,  Rankin,  Reed,  Richards,  Rich,  Rose, 
Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Stewart, 
Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test, 
Thompeon  of  Kentncky,  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tvson, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Vinton,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whitman,  WbitUesey, 
White,  Wickliffe,  Williams  of  New  York,  James 
Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright--I31. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  was  negatived 

Mr.  Condict  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  ad- 
ding to  the  claase,  fixing  the  duty  on  bar  iron,  at 
90  cents  per  cwt.,  the  Tollowing  words:  "  Until 
the  1st  day  of  June,  1825 ;  and,  from  that  time^ 
a  dutv  of  one  dollar  per  cwt.'* 

I  did  not  rise,  said  Mr.  Condict,  to  discuss,  at 
length,  the  principles  of  the  bill.  It  was  my  in- 
tention to  submit  my  views  of  its  general  policy, 
and  of  the  eflfects  which  probably  would  result 
from  its  adoption ;  but,  being  precluded  an  oppor- 
tunity, when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
where  the  debate  has  been  protracted  to  a  great 
length,  knowing  how  precious  the  time  of  the 
House  is,  and  how  impatient  gentlemen  are  to 
vote  upon  the  final  question,  I  will  content  myself 
with  a  very  few  remarks  connected  with  the 
amendment  I  have  the  honor  to  submit. 

I  will,  first,  ask  the  attention  ol  the  House  to 
the  condition  of  the  iron  works  in  the  district 
where  I  reside.  In  the  county  of  Morris  there  are 
about  forty  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 
bar  iron — in  all,  about  ninety  forge  fires ;  most  of 
them  are  located  upon  one  stream^  a  branch  of  the 
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Passaic  river.  During  the  restrictive  system,  and 
whilst  the  war  coDtiaued,  these  works  were  in 
a  flourishiDg  condition ;  the  iron  found  a  ready 
sale,  and  commanded  a  good  price.  At  the  close 
of  the  war,  the  large  importations  from  Europe 
reduced  the  price  below  the  actual  cost  of  joaking 
it,  and  these  works  ceased.  The  owniars  petition- 
ed Congress  for  relief,  by  additional  duties  on  for- 
eign iron.  In  the  hope  that  aid  would  be  grant- 
ed, they  struggled  for  existence^  endearoring  to 
employ  their  workmen,  rather  than  discharge 
them,  although  every  ton  of  iron  made  was  sold 
at  a  loss.  In  1815  or  1816,  Mr.  Dallas,  then  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  recommended  an  increase 
of  the  duty  on  foreign  iron,  to  $15  per  ton.  But, 
such  was  the  hostility  to  this  important  branch  of 
industry,  so  strong  was  the  joint  influence  of  the 
merchants  and  nlanters,  that,  instead  of  advanc- 
ing the  duty,  as  Mr.  Dallas  had  advised,  they  re- 
duced it  to  forty-five  cents  per  cwt.  or  nine  dol- 
lars per  ton.  The  consequence  was,  irretrievable 
ruin  to  the  great  body  of  iron-masters  in  every 
section  of  our  country.  Of  the  forty  establish- 
ments before  referred  to,  with  the  exception,  per- 
haps, of  four  or  five,  the  works  have  either  txen 
abandoned,  or  have  changed  owners.  The  few 
.who  withstood  the  shock,  were  men  who  had  ac- 
cum^lated  property  whilst  the  business  was  profi- 
table, and  who,  during  the  time  of  depressed 
prices,  merely  converted  the  surplus  produce  of 
their'farms  into  cash,  by  the  operations  of  their 
forges,  following  the  iron  business  as  a  secondary 
einployment ;  whilst  erery  man  who  made  it  his 
principal  concern,  who  sold  his  iron  and  purchas- 
ed his  provisions  and  stock,  was  ruined.  His 
forge,  his  lands,  his  goods  and  chatties,  were  all 
struck  off  under  the  sheriff's  hammer,  at  public 
auction.  He  himself  was  driven  to  jail ;  his  work- 
men were  unemployed ;  some  of  them  followed 
their  employer  to  the  jail ;  some  emigrated  to 
new  countries ;  their  families  were  reduced  to  ab- 
ject want,  and  compelled  to  ask  relief  from  the 
town,  or  resort  to  beggary.  The  sound  of  the  axe 
and  the  for^e  hammer  was  no  longer  heard  from 
the  mountains,  where,  but  a  few  years  before,  all 
was  life,  and  action,  and  gladness. 

Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  was  the  actual  condition  of 
these  unfortunate  people ;  a  condition,  not  the  re- 
sult of  their  idleness  or  prodigality,  but  of  the  ne- 
glect of  their  own  Government,  which  had  looked 
on  as  an  unconcerned  spectator,  upon  the  ruin  of 
our  own  citizens,  accomplished  by  the  policy  of 
foreign  Governments. 

About  the  year  1819,  a  duty  of  seventy-five 
cents  per  cwt.  or  $15  per  ton,  was  imposed,  under 
which  act  many  of  those  works  gradually  reyived, 
and,  with  the  most  rigid  economy,  their  owners 
were  enabled  for  a  time  to  pursue  the  business. 
The  general  peace  of  Europe,  the  disbanding  of 
about  600,000  men,  so  long  employed  in  arms, 
had  the  efl^ct  of  reducing  the  price  of  labor  to  so 
law  a  degree,  as  to  enable  the  manufacturers  in 
Sweden  and  Russia  and  Enc[land  to  undersell 
us.  The  importations  of  iron  m  1821,  1822,  and 
1823^  have  been  so  enormous,  as  to  drive  Ameri- 
can iron  from  our  market.    Our  average  import 


had  been  about  20,000  tons  annuallv,  but,  in  1823, 
we  imported  31,000  tons.  Not  a  bar  ot  Ameri- 
can iron  can  now  be  sold  in  our  cities,  except  at 
a  dead  loss  to  the  manufacturer.  Our  citizens. 
employed  in  this  business,  have  loaded  your  tabk 
with  their  memorials,  stating  their  difficoliies, 
and  imploring  relief.  Will  you  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  their  distresses  ?  Will  you  suffer  these  estab- 
lishments to  fall  into  utter  decay  ?  WiU  the  Got- 
ernment  be  dei>endent  on  foreign  nations  for  an 
article  so  essential  to  our  national  defence^-so  ne- 
cessary for  every  purpose  of  agriculture  1  Will 
you  look  to  Europe  for  your  cannon  and  maskets, 
your  swords  and  your  ploughshares,  your  spears 
and  pruning  hooks  1  With  your  hills  and  mooo- 
tains  abounding  with  the  richest  iron  ore  on  tbt 
globe,  competent,  not  merely  to  supply  your  ovn 
wants,  but  amply  adequate  to  supply  the  whole 
world,  with  fuel  and  water  power  in  the  vicinitv 
of  everv  mine,  sufficient  to  prepare  it  for  use,  will 
you  still  look  to  England  and  Sweden  and  Rus- 
sia, for  this  indispensable  article  7  Will  yoa  trans- 
port it  three  and  four  thousand  miles,  merely  to 
give  employment  to  your  surplus  tonnage?  To 
give  your  merchants  the  benefit  of  the  freight, 
and  a  profit  upon  the  purchase? 

What  is  the  objection  to  raising  the  duty  on 
this  article?  It  is  said  it  will  enhance  the  price 
to  the  consumer.  I  admit,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  may 
produce  that  effect  for  a  limited  period;  but,  in 
the  end,  the  domestic  competition  wjU  insore  an 
abundant  supply,  and  at  a  reasonable  price.  There 
is  no  greater  fallacy,  than  the  assertion,  so  often 
repeated,  that  increased  duties  always  enhaoce  the 
price  of  the  article.  On  the  contrary,  I  maintain 
that,  when  the  Grovernment  has  afforded  a  daty 
amounting  to  a  protection  from  foreign  importa- 
tion, a  reduction  of  price  has  followed.  I  would 
instance  coarse  cottons  as  a  most  conclusive  and 
triumphant  proof.  In  1816,  when  the  proteciire 
duty  of  twenty-five  per  cent  was  enacted,  with  a 
minimum  valuation  of  twenty-five  cents  per  square 
yard,  all  the  arguments  which  sophistry  and  mer- 
cantile cupidity  could  invent,  were  urged  against 
the  measure.  All  the  gloomy  predictions,  oow 
enforced  against  this  bili,  were  arrayed.  Com- 
merce was  to  be  destroyed;  the  Nary  would  be 
annihilated ;  the  whole  nation  was  to  be  taxed 
for  the  benefit  of  a  few  cotton  spinners ;  the  poor 
of  the  land  would  be  compelled  to  pay  double 

{>rices  for  the  coarse  garments  they  wore.  The 
aw,  however,  went  into  operation,  and  the  coarse 
cottons  of  India  'were  excluded.  The  trade  in 
that  article  was  cut  off,  and  this  is  the  only  pre- 
diction in  the  whole  catalogue  which  has  beea 
fulfilled.  The  wants  of  the  country,  in  respect  to 
coarse  cottons,  are  most  abundantly  supplied;  we 
produce,  from  the  skill  and  industry  of  our  own 
people,  an  article  most  essential  to  oar  comfort,  of 
a  quality  vastly  superior  to  any  ever  imported, 
and  at  a  price  greatly  reduced.  Sir,  if  this  fact 
stood  alone,  it  would  speak  volumes  in  favor  of 
the  policy  of  this  bill.  Grentlemeu  may  tax  their 
ingenuity  as  they  please,  to  account  for  the  suc- 
cess of  this  measure  of  national  policy,  and  for  the 
failure  of  their  own  predictions;  they  cannot  mis- 
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lead  the  paUie  mind.  The  facts  are  ap|iarenc  to 
the  oapaeitf  of  every  man.  But,  sir,  this  is  only 
one  iostaoce  which  goes  to  show  the  fallacy  of 
the  assertion,  that  increased  duties  augment  the 
price  to  the  consumer.  I  miffht  enumerate  the 
various  articles  manufacturea  from  leather — as 
boot5,  shoes,  harness,  saddles,  bridles — cabinet  fur- 
niture, as  chairs  and  tables — carriages,  hats,  nails, 
shovels,  and  spades,  and  various  other  articles, 
as  furnishing  concrusive  evidence  that,  where 
Grovernment  has  mated  an  adequate  protective 
duty,  to  articles  ox  prime  necessity,  the  raw  ma- 
terial of  which  is  produced  at  home,  domestic 
competition  invariably  produces  an  adequate  sup- 
ply, at  prices  generally  not  exceeding  those  of  the 
imported  articles,  and  frequently  much  lower, 
taking  into  calculation  the  quality  of  the  goods. 

Taking,  then,  experience  as  our  guide,  may  we 
not  expect  the  same  results,  in  regard  to  iron? 
New  mines  of  this  valuable  treasure  are  daily  dis- 
covered, producing,  in  the  greatest  abundance,  the 
best  iron  in  the  world.  Protect  your  manufac- 
tures from  being  ruined  by  foreign  importation; 
give  them  the  supply  of  the  home  market,  which 
will  insure  them  a  regular  demand  and  a  ready 
sale  for  the  fruits  of  their  industry.  Let  them 
progress  gradually  in  perfecting  their  machinery, 
and  in  acquiring  skilly  which  experience  alone 
can  give.  The  resources  of  our  countrv,  the  en- 
terprise and  energy  of  our  citizens,  with  our  ex- 
perience in  relation  to  other  subjects,  all  justify 
the  conclusion  that  domestic  competition  will  in- 
jure us  a  fall  supply,  at  reasonaUe  prices,  of  an 
article  so  intinaately  connected  with  our  national 
defence  in  war,  and  so  essential  to  our  agricultu- 
ral, our  manufacturing,  and  our  commercial  pur- 
suits in  peace. 

Mr.  Batlibs  opposed  the  amendment  in  a 
siiort  speech. 

Mr.  McDnppiE  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  one  dollar  and  inserting 
eighty  cents,  as  the  doty  per  cwt.,  and  supported 
his  motion  by  a  speech,  in  which  he  delivered  at 
length  his  sentiments  on  the  iron  duty. 

Mr.  Abchbr  followed,  on  the  same  side,  in  a 
speech  of  considerable  extent. 

Mr.  Webster  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of  the 
duty  of  eighty  cents. 

Mr.  Tod  rose  in  reply,  and,  having  spoken  for 
some  time,  after  he  concluded, 

Mr.  Krem ER  called  for  the  previous  question. 

The  House,  this  time,  sustained  the  call — ayes 
d8,  noo  86. 

The  question,  "  Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put?"  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  111, 
nays  93,  as  follows : 

Yka»— Messis.  AdsBis,  Alexander  of  T«nnetses, 
Ailsn  of  Tennessee,  AUison,  Barber  of  Gonoscticot, 
J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartiey,  Bsecher,  Blair,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Baehanan,  Back,  Buckner,  Cady,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Casaedj,  Clark,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Dorfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Bilis,  Farrelly,  Fii)dlay,Footeof  New  York,  Forward, 
Oarrison,  Gazlay,  Gorley,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hemphill, 
Henry,  Herkimer,  Holeombe,  Honaton,  Jenkins, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Kentf  Kidder, 


Kramer,  Laftvrich,  Leteher,  Liule,  Livingfton,  Mc- 
Arthnr,  MeKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley, 
Martindale,  Marvin,  Mstlaek,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mit- 
chell of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentneky,  Morgan, 
Patleraon  of  Pannaylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plamer 
of  Pennsylvania,  Prinee,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers, 
Rose,  Ross,  8andford,  Scott,  8barpe,  Sloane,  Wm. 
Smith,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyek,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kan- 
tocky,  Tod,  Tomlinaon,  Trimble,  Tyaon,  Udree, 
Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton, 
Wayi^e,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wickliffe, 
WUliama  of  New  York,  James  Wilson,  Heniy  Wilson, 
Wiisoa  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats — ^Measra.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Maasaehnsetts,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbonr, 
Bartlett,  Baasett,  Breck,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambre* 
leng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb, 
Conner,  Crowninahield,  Calpeper,  Cuahman,  Cnth- 
bert.  Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett, 
Gatlin,  Giat,  Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hay- 
ward,  Herriok,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooka,  Isacks, 
P.  Johnson,  Latbrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
field, Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie, 
McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum, 
Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Neale,  Nelaon,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of 
New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  Speight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A. 
Stevenaon,  James  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  xucker  of  Virginia,  Tacker  of 
South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield, 
Webater,  Whipple,  Williama  of  Virginia,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wilaon  of  South  Carolina. 

The  said  iMim  queHion  was  then  put,  to  wit: 
''Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  ?"  and  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  105, 
nays  102,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adama,  Alexander  of  Tenneasee, 
Alliaon,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Beecher, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  CxaAa,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findiay,  Forward,  Garriaon,  Gaslay, 
Harris,  Hayden,.  Hemphill,  Henfy,  Herkimer,  Hol- 
eombe, Houston,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  X^wrence, 
Letcher,  Little,  Mc Arthur,  McKean,  McKim,  Mc- 
Lane of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Mark- 
ley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mataon,  Metcalfe, 
Mitchell  of  Pennaylvanta,  Mitchell  of  Maiy land,  Moore 
of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Pattenon  of  Ohio,  Piumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince, 
RIeharda,  Riefa,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Soott,  Sharpe, 
Sloane,  SUrling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Stona,  Strang* 
Swan,  Ta^or,  Ten  Eyck,  Teat,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Tod,  Tomlinaon,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyaon, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyek, 
Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittleaey,  White, 
WicklilEe,  Jamea  Wilaon,  Henry  WUaoo,  Wilson  of 
Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

NATS'Mesrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Baylies, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bawett,  Blair, 
Breck,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Camhreleng,  Camp- 
bell of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Conner,  Crowninahield,  Culpeper,  Cuahman,   Oath- 
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bert,  Day.  Dwinell,  Edwardi  of  North  CaroUna,  Ftoyd, 
Foot  of  Connectical,  Foota  of  New  York,  Foray th, 
Frott,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gatlia,  Giat,  Qovan,  Garley, 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Harrey,  Hayward,  Harriek,  Hobait, 
Hogeboom,  Hooka,  liack%  Kent,  Latbrop,  Lea,  Lcftp 
wicfa,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingaton, 
Loeke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDaffie,  McKea, 
Maagum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelaon, 
Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Pluroer  of  Ne^  Hampahira, 
Poinaett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolda,  Rivea, 
Saunders,  landlord,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  AViUiam  Smith,  Speight,  Spence,  Staadefer, 
A.  Stevenion,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Thompsen  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warficid, 
Webster,  Whipple,  WUlUma  of  New  York,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson 
of  South  Carolina. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  question  being  then  stated,  as  to  the  day 
on  which  the  bill  should  receive  its  third  reading — 

Mr.  Ton  moved  that  it  have  its  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  it  have  its  third 
reading  on  Monday  next,  and  supported  the  mo- 
tion by  a  few  remarks. 

On  this  question  a  warm  debate  arose,  in  which 
Messrs.  Livingston,  Mgrcer,  and  Warfuld, 
advocated,  and  Messrs.  Tod,  Kremer,  Mgtgalpe, 
and  Storrs  opposed  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Saunders  moved  for  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill. 

The  Chair  pronounced  this  motion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Saunders  then,  at  the  aogsestion  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  moved  that  the  third  reading  take 
place  on  the  4th  of  July  next. 

Mr.  Wright  made  some  observations  in  expla- 
nation of  the  actual  state  of  the  question,  in  re- 
gard to  the  bill. 

An  unsuccessful  motion  was  made  to  adjoorn. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that  the  bill 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Chair  pronounced  this  motion  to  be  out  of 
order,  as  the  bill  itself  was  not,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, before  the  House,  and  the  only  question  be- 
fore the  House  being  the  fixing  of  the  day  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  ith  day  of 
July  next,  as  the  day  for  the  third  reading,  by  yeas 
and  nays — yeas  68,  nays  131, as  follows: 

YsAS— ^Meaan.  Abbot,  Alezandar  of  Virginia,  Ar- 
ehar,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartlatt,  Baasatt, 
Brack,  Brant,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambraleng,  Camp- 
ball  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Conner,  Crowninshiald,  Culpeper,  Caahman,  Day, 
Edwarda  of  Piorth  Carolina,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  FuUar, 
Oarnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Goran,  Gorley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hayward,  Harrick,  Hooka,  Kent,  Le«,  Lallwich,  Liv- 
ingstOD,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McKae,  Mangom, 
Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Poinsett, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Rives,  Saunders,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tacker  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  Williama  of  North  Carolina,  and  WU- 
aoQ  of  South  Carolina. 


NAva — Masan.  Adama,  Alexander  of  TenDenee, 
Allan  of  Maaaachnaetta,  Allan  of  TenneassB,  Altiwo, 
Bayliea,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartleyt  BUdr,  Brti- 
ley.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bock,  Bockner,  Cady,  Ctiap- 
bell  of  Ohio,  Casaedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Craig,  Cothbert,  Dorfee,  Dwinell,  Dwigfat, 
Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Coo- 
necticut.  Forward,  Garrison,  Gaalay,  Harris,  Htnej, 
Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogo- 
boom,  Holcombe,  Houston,  fsacka,  Jenkins,  Jobnion 
of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kremer,  Ls- 
throp,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Little,  Lockf, 
McArthor,  McDnffie,  McKean,  McKim,  McLue  <^ 
Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Mtrtis- 
dale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Mataon,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of 
Pannaylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Km- 
tncky,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pattenoa  of 
Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plaraer  of  Nov 
Hampahira,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Red, 
Reynolds,  Richardat  Rich,  Rogers^  Rose,  Ross,  Stud- 
ford,  Scott,  Sharps,  Sibley,  Sloane,8tandeicr,  Sterling, 
Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Tei 
Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlioioo, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vsnce  of  North  Ctro- 
lina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyek,  Vin- 
ton, Warfield,  Wayne,  Whitman,  WhitUeaey,  White. 
Wieklifie,  Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Yi^ 
ginia,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  Randolph  withdrew  his  motion  for  Mon- 
day, and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  i 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Tbubbdat,  April  15* 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  oo  Mili- 
tary Afiairs,made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Dean 
Weymouth,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief; which  was  read  twice,  aod  committed  to  t 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  accoippiDied 
with  a  report  of  the  number  of  non-commissioDed 
officers  and  privates  of  the  marine  corps  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  where  stationed 
or  performing  duty;  also,  a  report  of  theamooDt 
paid  to  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  marine  corps 
the  past  year,  for  his  monthly  pav  and  emolu- 
ments of  office,  prepared  in  compliance  with  i 
resolution  of 'the  House  of  Represenutive?  of  the 
I2th  April  instant — Laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Floyd, 
respecting  transportation  of  private  property  io 
national  vessels,  purchases  of  naval  stores  abroad, 
dtc,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to,  fitfia.  con. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Call,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  a  compensatioo  to 
Joseph  M.  White  and  William  Davidsoo,  of 
Florida,  for  serrices  rendered  the  United  States, 
in  the  capacity  of  district  attorney  and  marslialof 
the  district  of  West  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exfwdiency  of 
placinff  Joseph  Kingry,  late  a  private  in  tbe  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  on  the  pension  roll. 
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The  RsolotioD  laid  apon  the  table  yesterday,  by 
Mr.  Hamilton,  was  taken  op,  read,  and  again 
iaid  upon  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoase 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz:  ^^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeus 
May  hew ;''  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord 
Skinner;*'  ''An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 
the  district  court  in  the  district  of  Missouri ;"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley  and  Ben- 
jamin M.  Belt ;"  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Hewes;  in  which  bills  the  Senate  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  called  for  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  proposed  by  him 
for  fixins  a  day  for  the  adjournment  of  Congress; 
and,  on  iiis  motion,  the  question  of  consideration 
of  this  proposition  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. — 
The  vote  stood  as  follows :  For  considering  it,  100 ; 
against  considering  it,  100. 

The  House  being  equally  divided  on  the  ques- 
tion, the  Speaker  voted  thereupon  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

So  the  House  refused  now  to  consider  the  said 
resolution. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved — and  there  was  no  occa- 
sion, he  presumed,  for  him  to  indicate  the  grounds 
of  that  motion — ^that  when  the  House  adjourns,  it 
shall  adjourn  to  meet  on  Saturday  next.  On  this 
question  Mr.  Ton  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  the  House  refused  to  order  them.  The  ques- 
tion was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  division. 

OCCUPATION  OF  COLUMBIA  RIVER. 

Mr.  Floyd,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  29th  of  December  last,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  occupying  the  mouth  of  the  Oregon 
or  Columbia  river ;  made  a  report  thereon,  which 
was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  eommitiee  to  which  was  referred  the  reeola- 
tioii  of  the  39th  dsy  of  December  last,  instmeting 
tbcm  to  inqoire  into  the  expediency  of  occupying  the 
month  of  the  Oregon  or  Columbia  river,  have  had  the 
•tme  under  eonsideration,  and  aek  leave  further  to 
report :    That  they  have  considered  the  eubjeet  refer- 
red to  thea,  and  are  persuaded,  that,  both  in  a  mill* 
tarj  and  eoaun^rcisl  point  of  view,  the  occupation  of 
that  Territory  is  of  great  importance  to  the  Republic ; 
bat,  IS  much  has  been  submitted  to  the  House  on 
theie  points,  by  former  committees,  they  have  now 
deemed  it  necessary  only  to  present  a  view  of  the  dif- 
ficotties  which  would  probably  present  themsllTee  in 
accomplishing  that  object,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  can  be  overcome. 

To  obtain  information,  a  letter  to  this  end  was  ad- 
dietsed  to  an  officer  of  the  Army,  whose  integrity  in 
the  public  service  is  well  known  to  the  House,  and 
whose  military  knowledge  is  entitled  to  the  highest 
respect;  that  officer,  Brigadier  General  Thomas  8. 
Jesop,  answered  so  sstisiactorily  to  the  committee, 
that  th^  have  presented  the  answer,  in  its  entire  form, 
to  the  House,  and  adopt  it  as  a  part  of  this  report 

QuAmTaaMASTsn  GxaxaAL's  Orvics, 
WoihmgioH,  April  S6,  18S4. 

8ia  :  In  reply  to  your  letter,  dated  the  80th  ultimo, 


requesting  me  to  communicate  **  any  fiicts,  views,  or 
opinions,  which  may  have  presented  themselves  to 
me,  relative  to  the  probable  difficulty  of  making  an 
eatablishment  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  river,  and 
the  mflitary  advantages  of  that  establishment,"  I  have 
the  honor  to  remark,  that,  ever  since  my  attention 
was  first  dirscted  to  the  subject,  I  have  considered  the 
possession  and  military  command  of  the  Columbia 
neceesary  not  only  to  the  protection  of  the  tmde, 
but  to  the  security  of  our  Western  frontier.  That 
flank  of  our  country,  extending  from  the  Lakes  to  the 
Onlf  of  Mexico,  is  every  where  in  contact  with  nu* 
merous,  powerful,  and  wariike  Indian  nations;  who, 
altogether,  might  be  able  to  bring  into  the  field,  from 
twenty  io  thirty  thousand  warriors.  Most  of  those 
nations  communicate,  either  with  the  British  to  the 
North  and  West,  or  the  Spaniards  to  the  8outh«  In 
the  event  ef  war,  that  force,  with  a  few  hundred  for- 
eign troops,  or  under  the  influence  of  foreign  compa« 
nies,  might  be  made  more  formidable  to  us  than  any 
force  which  Europe  combined  could  oppose  to  us. 
On  the  other  hsod,  if  such  measures  be  adopted  as  to 
secure  a  proper  influence  over  them,  and,  in  the  event 
of  war,  to  command  their  co-operation,  they,  with  the 
aid  of  a  few  small  garrisons,  would  not  only  aflbrd 
ample  protection  for  that  entire  line,  but  would  bo- 
come  the  scourge  of  our  enemies. 

The  dangers  to  be  apprehended,  can  only  be  averted 
by  proper  military  establishments ;  snd  whether  the 
post  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  be  intended  to  secure 
our  tei^itory,  protect  our  trsders,  or  to  cut  oflf  all  com- 
munication between  the  Indians  and  foreigners,  I 
should  consider  a  line  of  posts  extending  from  the 
Council  Blafis  entirely  across  the  continent  necessary. 
Those  posts  should  be  situated,  as  well  with  a  view 
to  command  the  avenues  through  which  the  Indians 
pass  from  the  north  to  the  south,  as  to  keep  open  com- 
munication with  the  establishment  at  the  month  of 
the  Columbia. 

A  post  should  be  established  at  the  Mandan  villages, 
because,  there  the  Missouri  approachca  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  British  territory,  and  it  would  have 
the  eflect  of  holding  in  check  the  Hudson*s  Bay  and 
Northwest  Companies,  and  controlling  the  Rickarees, 
Mandans,  Minnatarees,  Assiuiboins,  and  other  In- 
dians, who  either  reside  or  range  on  the  territory 
east,  north,  and  west  of  that  point. 

A  post  at,  or  near,  the  head  of  navigation  on  tha 
Missouri,  would  control  the  Blackfoot  Indians,  protect 
our  traders,  enable  us  to  remove  those  of  the  british 
companies  from  our  territory,  and  serve  as  a  depot, 
at  which  detachments  moved  towards  the  Columbia 
might  either  be  supplied,  or  leave  such  stores  as  they 
should  find  it  difficult  to  carry  with  them  through  the 
mountains.  It  might  also  be  made  a  depot  of  trade, 
and  of  the  Indian  Department. 

To  keep  open  the  communication  through  the  moun- 
tains, there  should  be  at  least  one  small  post  at  some 
convenient  point  between  the  Missouri  and  the  Co- 
lumbia, and  on  the  latter  river  and  its  tributaries, 
there  should  be  at  lesst  three  posts.  Thc^v  would 
aflbrd  present  protection  to  our  traders,  and,  on  the 
expiration  of  the  pririlege  granted  to  British  subiects 
to  trade  on  the  waters  of  the  Colombia,  would  enable 
us  to  remove  them  from  our  territory,  and  to  secure 
the  whole  to  our  own  dtisens.  They  would  also  en- 
able us  to  preserve  peace  among  the  Indians,  and,  in 
the  event  of  foreign  war,  to  command  their  neutrality 
or  their  assistance,  as  we  might  think  most  -''•^•**i« 
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The  posts  desifpisted,  might  be  established  and  main- 
tained, at  an  additional  annual  expense  not  exceed- 
ing Ibrty  thousand  dollars. 

By  extending  to  those  posts  the  system  of  cnltiTa- 
tion,  now  in  operation  at  the  Conncil  Blnfis,  the  ex- 
pense of  supplying  them  would,  in  a  few  years,  be 
greatly  diminished.  Mills  might  be  erected  at  all  tlie 
posts  at  a  trifling  expense,  and,  the  whole  country 
abounding  in  grass,  all  the  domestic  animals  necee* 
saiy,  either  Ibr  labor  or  subsistence  might  be  sup^ 
ported.  This  would  render  the  establishment  more 
secure,  and,  consequently,  more  formidable  to  the  In« 
dian  nations  in  their  iricinity. 

As  to  the  proposed  posts  on  the  Columbis,  it  is  be- 
lieved they  might  be  supplied  immedistely  at  a  low 
rate.  Wheat  may  be  obtained  at  New  California,  at 
about  twenty-five  cents  per  buthel,  and  beef  cattle  at 
three  or  four  dollars  each.  Salt,  in  any  quantity  re- 
quired, may  be  had  at  an  island  near  the  Peninsula  of 
California.  Should  transportation  not  be  readily  ob- 
tained for  those  articles.  Teasels  might  be  constructed 
by  the  troops. 

To  obtain  the  desired  advantages,  it  is  important, 
not  only  that  we  occupy  the  posts  designated,  but  that 
we  commence  our  operstions  without  delay.  The 
British  companies  are  wealthy  and  powerful;  their 
establishments  extend  from  Hudson*s  Bsy  and  Lake 
Superior  to  the  Pacific ;  many  of  them  within  our  ter- 
ritory. It  is  not  to  be  supposed  they  would  surrender 
those  advantages  without  a  struggle,  and,  though  tbey 
should  not  engage  in  hostilities  themselves,  they  might 
render  all  the  Indians,  in  that  extensive  region,  hos- 
tUe. 

The  detachment  intended  to  occupy  the  mouth  of 
Columbia  might  leave  the  Council  Blufis  in  June,  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men  proceed  with  the  boats  and 
atores ;  and,  as  the  country  is  open>  and  abounds  with 
graas,  the  remaining  filly  might  proceed  by  land,  with 
the  hoi«es  intended  for  the  transportation  across  the 
mountains,  and  might  drive  three  or  four  hundred 
beeves  to  the  Mandan  villages  or  to  the  falls  of  Mis- 
souri ;  at  one  of  those  places  the  parties  should  unite 
and  spend  the  winter.  The  latter  would  be  preferable, 
because  there  they  might  be  able  to  establish  a  friendly 
intercourse  with  the  Blackfoot  Indians,  or,  at  all 
events,  by  ihipressing  them  with  an  idea  of  the  power 
of  the  nation,  restrain  their  depredations  upon  the 
neighboring  tribes,  and  deter  them  from  acta  of  out- 
rage upon  our  traders.  They  might,  also,  during  the 
winter,  reconnoitre  the  several  passes  through  the 
mountains,  prepare  provisions  necessaiy  to  support 
them  on  the  march,  and  down  the  Columbia ;  and,  if 
authorized  to  do  so,  remove  from  our  territories  all 
British  traders  on  the  waters  of  the  Missouri.  They 
would  necessarily  remain  at,  or  in  the  vicinity  of,  their 
wintering  ground,  until  June,  but  might  be  occupied 
during  the  months  of  April  and  May,  in  opening  a 
road  to  the  mountains,  snd  constructing  bridges  over 
the  numerous  streams  on  the  route.  Thia  work  per^ 
formed,  they  might,  in  about  twenty  days,  reach  the 
navigable  waters  of  Clark's  river,  a  branch  of  ihe 
Columbia,  and,  in  ten  days  more,  prepare  transportation 
to  descend  to  their  destination,  where,  after  every  ne- 
cessary allowance  for  accidents  and  delays,  tbey  would 
certainly  arrive  by  the  month  of  Auguat. 

The  vessels  employed  to  transport  the  stores  by  sea, 
might  leave  the  United  States  in  the  month  pf  No- 
vember, and  would  arrive  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia 
in  Aprils  at  le^t  four  months  before  the  detachment 


from  the  Council  Bivfla  could  reach  that  point;  and, 
unices  the  ships  should  be  detained  during  that  time, 
which  could  not  be  expeoted,  the  stores  would  be  ex* 
posed  to  damage  and  depredation,  and  perhaps,  b^ 
the  time  the  troops  should  arrive^  would  be  eotifclj 
deatroyed.  It  would,  therefore,  aeem  to  me  a  measare 
of  prudence,  that  at  least  one  company  of  artillery  be 
transported  with  the  stores.  That  description  of  fbns 
would  be  found  necessary  at  the  post,  and  the  ships 
would  afibrd  them  ample  accommodation. 

That  the  route  from  the  Conncil  Bluft  to  the 
mouth  of  Columbia  is  practicable,  baa  been  proved  by 
the  enterprise  of  more  than  one  of  our  citizens.  .It, 
no  doubt,  presents  difiiculties;  but  difiSculties  are  not 
impossibilities.  We  have  only  to  refer  to  the  pagei 
of  our  history  to  learn  that  many  operations,  infinitely 
more  arduous,  have  been  accomplished  by  Afflericani. 
The  march  of  Arnold  to  Quebec,  or  of  General  Clark 
to  Vincennes,  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  exceeded 
greatly  in  fatigue,  privation,  difficulty,  and  danger, 
the  proposed  operation ;  and  I  believe  I  msy  say,  with- 
out fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  detachment  might 
be  aupplied,  during  the  whole  route,  with  less  diffi- 
culty than  in  the  war  of  1756  waa  experienced  in  tap- 
plying  the  forces  operating  under  €ksneral  Washiog- 
ton,  and  General  Braddodi,  againat  the  French  aad 
Indiana,  on  the  Ohio. 

A  post  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  ia  important,  net 
only  in  relation  to  the  interior  trade,  and  the  militsiy 
defence  of  the  weatem  aection  of  the  Union,  but,  alas 
in  relation  to  the  naval  power  of  the  nation.  Naval 
power  conaists,  not  In  ships,  but  ia  seamen;  and,  ts 
be  efficient,  the  force  must  always  be  available.  The 
northwest  coast  of  America  is  an  admiratde  nnrseiy 
for  seamen— many  of  our  best  sailors  are  formed  there; 
without  a  naval  station,  however,  on  the  Pacifie,  the 
force  employed  in  the  whale  fishery,  as  well  as  in 
sealing,  and  the  northwest  trade,  would,  in  the  event 
of  war,  with  a  great  maritime  Power,  be,  io  some 
measure,  lost  to  the  nation.  But,  that  establishment 
made,  it  would  afford  a  secure  retreat  to  all  our  ships 
and  aeamen  in  that  section  6f  the  globe ;  and  the 
force,  thus  concentrated,  might  be  used  with  eflect 
againat  the  trade,  if  not  the  fleets  or  poassssions  ef  the 
enemy,  in  plaea  of  being  driven  to  the  Atlantic,  sr 
perhaps  captured  on  their  way. 

The  estaUiahment  might  be  ooaaidered  as  a  great 
bastion,  commanding  the  whole  line  of  coast  to  the 
North  and  South ;  and  it  would  have  the  ssae  inilo* 
ence  on  that  line  which  the  bastions  «f  a  work  have 
on  ita  cortaina;  for  the  principles  of  defence  sre  the 
same,  whether  applied  to  a  email  fortress,  or  to  s  line 
of  frontier,  or  even  an  entire  section  of  the  globe.  Ia 
the  one  case,  the  missiles  used  are  buUeta  and  csnnoa 
shot;  in  the  other,  ships  and  fleeta. 

I  hafe  the  honor  to  be,  dsc, 

TH.  S.  JE8UP. 

Hon*  J.  Flotd,  House  of  Repft»entaiiva. 

INDIAN  RESERVATIONS  IN  GEORGIA. 

Mr.  FoRBTTB,  from  the  select  committee  tft 
which  was  refeircd  the  President^  Message  of  liic 
30th  of  March,  1824,  relating  to  the  ezecutioo  ol 
so  much  of  the  compact  of  1802  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Qeofgta,  as  re- 
lates to  the  eztinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  to 
lands  within  that  State;  also,  a  memorial  of  ^^ 
Legislature  of  the  said  State;  made  a  report 
thereon ;  which  was  reaii,  as  foUows: 
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The  Miect  eommitteey  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Pmideat'e  Meesage,  of  the  30th  of  March,  with  the 
doeomente  acoompanying  it,  relating  to  the  compact 
of  184ia»  between  the  United  Statee  and  the  State  of 
GeoTf  ia,  aaboiit  to  the  Hoaee,  on  that  Mesaage,  and 
on  the  memorial  of  the  Legialatnre  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  th^  referred  to  them,  the  following  report : 

The  State  of  Georgia  claimed,  on  the  eatablivbment 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  all  the  lands 
DOW  Ibrming  the  States  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Mississippi,  with  the  exception  of  those  portions  of 
the  two  laet  Statee  which  formed  a  part  of  Florida  and 
Loaisiana. 

This  daim  waa  fdfinded  upon  the  charter  of  incor- 
poration of  the  proprietarj  government ;  on  the  Royal 
commisaiona  iesned  to  the  GoTornora  of  the  State, 
a(ler  the  proprietors  had  sarrendered  their  charter  to 
the  Crown.  The  claim  waa  disputed  by  South  Caro- 
lina  and  by  the  United  States.  The  conflicting  olaims 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  were  adjusted  by  a 
coDTention  between  them,  in  1767.  The  United 
Slates  reoogniaed,  by  the  treaty  with  Spain  of  the 
year  1795,  the  claim  of  Georgia,  having  refused,  in 
1788,  a  cession  from  the  State,  on  account  of  the  re- 
moteoess  of  the  lands,  and  of  the  terms  proposed  by 
Georgia. 

In  April,  1798,  Congress  paased  a  law  in  relation  to 
the  western  part  of  the  territory  of  Georgia,  with  a 
reaerration  of  the  rights  of  Georgia  to  the  jurisdiction 
and  soil.. 

Id  May,  1800,  another  act  was  passed,  containing 
a  similar  reeerTetion. 

In  December,  1800,  Georgia  remonstrated  against 
these  ads,  aa  a  violation  of  her  right  of  sovereignty 
and  soil.  The  ccmipact  of  1802  put  an  end  to  the 
disputes  which  were  likely  to  arise  out  of  this  collision 
between  the  General  and  State  Governments.  By 
this  compact,  the  United  Statee  obtained  a  surrender 
of  the  right  of  Georgia  to  the  eovereignty  and  soil  of 
two  Statee,  containing,  by  eetimate,  eighty-siz  mil* 
lioos  of  aeroe  of  land,  for  the  paltry  coneideration  of 
the  payment  of  ^1,880,\)00  out  of  the  proceeda  of  that 
land,  and  of  a  promiae  to  extingniah  the  Indian  title 
to  the  land  within  the  territorial  limita  not  ceded  to 
the  United  Slatea,  ite  soon  as  it  could  be  done  peace- 
*ably,  and  on  reasonable  terms.  The  execution  of 
this  compact  prodneed  no  change  in  the  right  of 
Georgia  to  the  eovereignty  and  soil  of  the  land  within 
her  oewly  defined  bonndariee.  Its  only  efibet  waa  to 
throw  upon  the  United  Statea  the  ezpenae  which 
might  attend  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title, 
tn  eipenae  which,  but  for  thia  compact,  must  have 
been  borne  by  the  State.  Nor  did  thia  compact,  in 
the  dightcat  ciicuraatance,  add  to  the  title  of  the  In* 
dians;  it  reeo^ieed  oaly  the  daim  which  they,  aa 
ladjaas,  were  allowed  to  have,  according  to  the  ueagee 
of  the  Statee,  and  the  liberal  policy  adopted  towards 
them  by  the  General  Government. 

In  relation  to  the  Oherokees,  the  principal  topic  of 
the  Preeident'a  Message,  it  would  appear  that  new 
dodrinea  are  permitted  to  be  entertained  of  them,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  neither  consistent  with 
the  opiniona  heretofore  entertained,  with  the  practices 
of  the  Government,  nor  .with  the  interests  of  the 
Union.  The  Cherokees  chrim  to  be  an  independent 
tribe.  The  President  avows  the  belief  that  the  articles 
of  cession  of  180S  ia  a  full  proof  that  the  Indians  had 
a  right  to  the  territory,  in  the  disposal  of  which  they 
were  to  be  regarded  as  free  agents. 


The  acts  of  the  General  Government,  in  1814,  in 
relation  to  the  Creeks ;  the  language  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Statea,  in  1817;  the  language  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  1818;  of  the  agent  of  the  Gov* 
ernment  in  that  year,  in  treating  with  the  Cherokeea; 
of  the  agent  treating  with  them  in  1683,  does  not  cor* 
respond  with  the  opinions  now  expressed. 

In  1814,  General  Jackson,  acting  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  Government,  took  from  the  Creek  Indians, 
for  an  equivalent  named  by  himself,  all  the  land  the 
United  Stetes  chose  to  require,  to  efllect  a  great  object 
of  national  policy  in  regard  to  the  Indian  tribes.  It 
cannot  be  alleged  that  this  was  done  by  virtue  of  con- 
quest. The  letter  of  the  late  Indian  agent,  Colonel 
Hawkins,  of  the  11th  of  August,  1815,  laid  before  the 
Houae  of  Repreeentatives  on  the  5th  of  April,  1824, 
ahows  that  nearly  eight  millions  of  acres  were  taken 
from  the  friendly  Indians,  (our  alliea  in  the  war,)  over 
and  above  all  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  upper 
friendly  Creeks,  for  what  was  called  an  equivalent, 
but  which  the  Indians  did  not  deem  such. 

In  1817,  in  his  Message  at  the  opening  of  Congreaa, 
the  President  says,  **  the  hunter  state  can  exist  only 
in  the  vast  uncultivated  desert.  It  yields  to  the  more 
dense  and  compact  form,  and  greater  force  of  civilised 
population ;  and,  of  right,  it  ought  to  yield,  for  the 
earth  was  given  to  manl^ind  to  support  the  greateat 
number  of  which  it  waa  capable,  and  no  tribe  or  peo* 
pie  have  a  right  to  withhold,  from  the  wante  of  others, 
more  than  ia  necessary  for  their  own  support  and 
comfort." 

In  a  letter  of  the  29th  July,  1818,  the  Secretery  of 
War  aaya  to  Mr.  McMinn,  speaking  of  the  attempto 
to  prevent  the  Cherokees  from  going  to  Arkanaae, 
''the  United  Stetes  will  not  permit  the  treaty  to  be 
defeated  by  auch  means.  Thoee  who  choose  to  remain 
are  permitted  to  do  eo  in  quiet— thoee  who  choose  to 
emigrate,  must  be  equally  free."  And  further :  **  It 
is  vain  for  the  Cherokeea  to  bold  the  high  tone  which 
they  do,  aa  to  their  independence  as  a  nation,  for 
daily  proof  is  exhibited  that,  were  it  not  for  the  pro* 
tecting  arm  of  tha  United  Stetes,  they  would  become 
the  victims  of  fraud  and  violence."  Mr.  McMinn 
tells  the.  Cherokees,  in  conformity  with  thia  declare* 
tion,  in  his  talk  to  the  chiefs,  of  the  23d  of  November, 
1818,  *'  It  must  surely  be,  my  brothers,  that  you  view 
me  as  an  impostor,  acting  upon  my  own  authority^ 
with  a  view  to  deceive  the  nation,  or  that  you  flatter 
yourselves  with  the  empty  expectetion  that  the  United 
Statea  cannot  execute  a  measure  of  general  defence 
for  the  safety  of  her  citixens,  which  shall,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  aflSict  your  interest  or  your  wishes."  The 
agento  of  1823  assert  an  unqualified  right  in  the  Uni- 
ted Statea  to  take  from  the  Indians  any  of  their  lands 
for  public  uae.  It  is  aaserted,  however,  by  the  Sec- 
retory of  War,  that  there  were  treaties  existing  with 
the  Cherokees,  in  1802,  which  guarantied  their  lands. 
These  guarantees  were  only  of  the  Indian  title,  as  un- 
derstood by  all  at  the  date  of  the  execution  of  these 
treatiea — a  title  of  mere  occupancy,  for  the  purposes  of 
hunting. 

The  idea  of  title  to  the  soil  was,  until  lately,  un- 
known to  the  Indians.  Their  lands  were  overrun  by 
them,  not  inhabited  ;  their  righte  not  transferred,  but 
extinguished,  dependent  upon  the  will  of  the  power  to 
whom  the  sovereignty  over  them  belongs.  This  sovereign 
power  was  Georgia,  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  That  Constitution  gave  to 
the  United  Stetes  the  authority  to  manage  the  affairs  of 
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ithe  ladiani,  for  the  peace  of  the  Union,  and  the  even- 
4ual  benefit  of  Georgia.     The  Indiana  had  mere  occu- 
pation ;  the  United  States  were  the  agents  of  Georgia 
:for  the  extinguishment  of  this  allowed  possession. 
The  compact  of  1602,  required  this  to  be  efiected  out 
of  the  general  fund.    No  act  of  the  United  States,  nor 
of  the  Indians,  nor  of  both,  could,  without  her  consent, 
impair  the  rights  of  Georgia  to  the  jurisdiction  and 
soil  of  the  territory  in  question,  whenever  the  Indians 
should  be  removed  from  it,  by  accident,  by  contract, 
or  by  force.    This  doctrine  is  confirmed  by  the  deci* 
sion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  which 
has  declared  sales  made  by  States,  of  Indian  territory, 
▼alid,  prior  to  the  extinguiahment  of  Indian  title :  That 
•there  is  a  species  of  seizin  in  fee,  which  enables  a 
•State  to  grant  to  individuals.     In  fact,  the  compact  of 
1808  is  the  acknowledgment  of  the  United  States  of 
•ihis  doctrine,  as  their  only  title  to  the  soil  of  Alabama 
•and  Mississippi  is  founded  upon  it.    The  Secretary  of 
War,  in  his  attention  to  the  treaties  guarantying  the 
Indian  title,  has  entirely  omitted  to  notice   the  first 
and  most  important  document  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, the  Tresty  of  Hopewell,  of  1785 — a  document 
•nstainiog  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  and  giving 
to  it,  what  is  now  deemed  important,  the  sanction  of 
Indian  acquiescence.  The  fourth  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Hopewell,  is,  "  the  boundary  allotted  to  the  Chero- 
kees  for  their  hunting  grounds,  is,  snd  shall  be,  the 
following:"  The  Indiana  acknowledge,  by  that  treaty, 
the  United  States  as  their  soyereign;   and,  by  the 
9th  article,  Congress  assumes,  for  Che  interest  and 
comfort  of  the  Indians,  the  power  to  regulate  their 
trade,  and  manage  all  their  afiairs  as  they  may  deem 
TOoper»    This  treaty  existed  at  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  Georgia,  as  a 
mamber  of  the  Union,  waa  vested  with  the  aovereignty 
and  aoii  of  the  Cherokee  lands,  subject  only  to  the  In- 
dian right  of  hunting  within  the  allotted  limits,  which 
right,  the  General  Government  was  bound  to  extin- 
guish as  early  aa   the  ganeral  convenience  would 
permit 

The  duty  of  the  General  Government  was  to^o  all 
acts  which  would  accelerate  this  evefit ;  to  refrain  from 
all  acts  which  would  retard  it.  Over  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  the  General  Government  could 
rightfully  exercise  unlimited  power,  in  relation  to  the 
Indian  Uibes.  Within  a  particular  State,  the  sole 
power  waa  that  of  agency,  for  the  preservation  of 
peace,  the  regulation  of  trade,  and  the  extinguishment 
of  title.  To  thb  general  obligation,  imposed  by  the 
Constitution  on  all  the  States,  a  special  promise  was 
added  in  favor  of  Georgia,  in  1802 ;  pahially  executed  ; 
but,  to  the  complete  execution  of  which,  difficulties 
are  alleged  to  exist,  which  require  the  Interposition  of 
the  power  of  Congress. 

How  far  this  promise  has  been  complied  with,  ia 
attempted  to  be  shown,  by  two  documents,  marked  A 
and  Df  sent  to  Congress  by  the  President.  By  the 
document  A,  it  appears  that  the  Indian  title  to  16,- 
744,000  acres  has  been  extinguished ;  and  that  there 
remains  10,240,000  acres  yet  in  their  possession,  as 
bunting  grounds.  The  first  quantity  is  alleged  to  be 
all  that  could  be  peaceably  obtained  on  reasonable 
terms. 

The  document  No.  I,  accompanying  this  report, 
will  show  that,  since  1802,  the  United  States  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  for  their  own  use,  more  than 
30,000,000  of  acres  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  in  ad- 
dition to  7,633,400  obUined  in  1801;  to  6,006,880 


obtained  for  TenncsMe,  by  treaty,  fiom  the  Chickasiw 
Indisns,  subsequently  confirmed  by  a  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees ;  700,000  for  North  Carolina ;  and  aqoao- 
tity,  an  estimate  of  which  is  not  in  the  hands  of  ths 
committee,  for  South  Carolina.  No  satisfactory  ex- 
planation is  afforded  to  show  how  this  dilEuenoe  ia 
the  quantity  of  lands  procured  by  the  United  States, 
for  their  own  account,  and  in  compliance  with  their 
promise  to  Georgia,  has  occurred. 

The  document  B  is  intended  to  ahow  the  expems 
incurred  in  the  execution  of  the  compact  of  1803.  It 
ia  defective  and  delusive.  It  contains  no  credit  for  the 
money  received  at  the  treasury  of  Georgia,  vix :  the 
Yaxoo  fnnd,  $184,616  94.  It  is  omitted  to  be  sUled 
that  the  $1,260,000  was  paid  oat  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  property  acquired.  It  charges  the  Yaaoo  compro- 
mise as  a  benefit  to  Georgia,  who  had  no  interest  io 
the  settlement  but  a  common  interest  with  the  otb^r 
States.  The  land  procured  for  the  Cherokees,  on  the 
Arkansas,  is  charged  at  the  minimnra  value  of  Isodi 
surveyed  and  ofiEsred  for  sale  by  the  United  Sutes. 
and  not  at  its  trifling  actaal  cost,  about  twentj-fivo 
thousand  dollars. 

The  committee  are  at  a  loss  to  know  what  beariof 
thb  defective  document  has  on  the  question  of  the 
Cherokee  lands.  As,  however,  they  presume  it  hit 
a  relation  not  well  understood,  they  conceive  it  proper 
to  show,  by  the  ststement  No.  2,  what  pecuniary  id> 
vantages  have  accrued,  and  will  accrue,  to  the  United 
States,  under  the  compact  with  Georgia.  *By  this 
sUtement,  it  appears  that  $4,612,860  23,  exdosive  of 
Mississippi  stock,  have  been  received  into  the  paUie 
Treasury  ;  that  $6,444,821  61  are  due  from  sales 
made ;  that  the  land  ceded  by  the  Indians,  and  not 
yet  sold,  is  27,688  800  acres,  which,  at  the  mioimoffl 
price,  is  $34,486,000.  That  there  remains  yet,  u . 
hunting  grounds  for  the  Indians,  22,977,676  acres. 

The  balance  of  profit  ia  eofficiently  with  the  Uotted 
States  to  justify  contracts  for  the  extinguisfameot  of 
Indian  title  for  the  benefit  of  Gemipa,  without  great 
scrutiny  as  to  the  amonnt  of  expenae  incuted.  Tbo 
committee  agree  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  *'tbat  no 
opportuni^  of  exiinguiahing  the  Indian  title,  on  les- 
aonable  terms,  has  been  neglected  by  the  General 
Government,"  for  its  own  use ;  bat  they  do  not  par* 
ceive  that  the  same  seal  has  been  aaooessfiilly  sierted 
for  the  SUte  of  Georgia.  The  treaty  of  1614,  wich 
the  Creeks,  was  dicUted  by  General  Jackson  to  the 
Creeks,  by  order  of  the  Department  of  War.  As 
haa  been  already  seea,  a  large  territory  was  takea 
from  the  Greeks. 

The  policy  of  the  United  SUtes,  aa  explained  by  the 
Secretary,  required  a  separation  of  the  tribes  of  Io- 
diana  from  each  other,  and  from  the  ocean.  To  this 
policy  a  compUaiice  with  the  promiae  to  Georgia  was 
aacrificed.  It  ia  alleged  that  the  obligation  to  Geor- 
gia extenda  only  to  the  purekase  of  lands,  Ac  The 
term  purchase  is  an  interpolation ;  it  is  not  found  to 
the  articles  of  cession  of  1803.  It  is  alleged,  also,  ihtt 
this  land  was  obtained  by  conquest,  and  therefore  the 


nation  was  at  liberty,  laying  the  contract  with  Oeor- 
gia  out  of  view,  to  pursue  its  plan  of  policy,  ^'^"i- 
out  entering  into  any  considerationa  to  ahow  that  the 
United  States,  having  obtained,  by  force  not  used  for 
that  purpose,  but  defensively,  the  opportunity  to  ex- 
tinguish the  Indian  title  within  the  limits  of  Georgia. 
waa  bound,  in  good  faith,  to  ase  it,  it  is  deemed  cttffi* 
cient  to  refer  the  House  to  the  facts,  disclosed  by  w 
exUact  from  Colonel  Hawkins's  letter,  already  quoted, 
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liitt  this  aeqaiMtion  bf  conqoeit  wm  in  aoqoiaitMm 
of  laodfl  from  friends  and  allies,  for  an  eqnWalent 
named  by  the  United  States. 

The  propriety  of  aceomnnodating  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia was  suggested  to  the  oommissioner  of  the  United 
States  by  Uie  Indian  agent;  but  the  answer  was,  that 
the  instrnctione  of  the  Government  would  not  permit 
a  compliance  with  thia  suggestion.  The  committee 
are  of  opinioQ  that  an  acqaisition  of  land  to  Georgia, 
to  any  extent,  conki  have  been  obtained  from  the 
Creeks  in  1814.  The  attention  of  Congreas  has  been 
called  to  the  arrangemente  made  with  the  Cherokeee 
in  1617  and  1819.  The  arrangement  of  1817  waa  for 
the  porpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  wiehes  of  the 
Cbeiokeea,  as  declared  to  Mr.  Jefferaon  in  1808,  by  a 
depotation  from  the  upper  and  lower  towns.  Ac- 
eonUng  to  the  preamble  of  the  arrangement  of  1817, 
the  opper  towna  deaired  to  remain  fixed  abOTe  the 
Htwaisee  river,  to  contract  their  society  within  nar- 
row limits,  and  begin  the  establiahment  of  fixed  lawa 
and  a  regular  government.  The  lower  to^ns  desired 
to  continue  the  hunter  life,  and  for  that  purpose 
wished  to  remove  across  the  Mississippi.  The  wishes 
of  the  upper  and  lower  towne  were  grented,  and 
airangemente  made  for  the  removal  of  the  latter  across 
the  Mississippi.  No  line  was  drawn  between  the  up- 
per and  lower  towns,  although  u  request  was  made  of 
the  Indians  that  it  should  be  done  by  the  United 
States.  The  arrangement  of  1817  provides  for  the 
folfilment  of  the  wishee  expressed  in  1808,  and  the 
promises  of  the  Government  of  1809.  The  wishes  of 
the  lower  towne  waa  a  removal  beyond  the  Missie- 
aippi,  of  the  upper,  a  contraction  of  their  society  with- 
in narrower  limita.  By  the  3d  and  4th  artlclee.  It  waa 
agreed  that  a  census  should  be  taken  of  the  popula- 
tion beyond  the  Miaeissippi,  and  of  those  who  ehoee  to 
emigrate  thither;  and  a  ceneus  of  those  who  choee  to 
remain  in  their  present  location,  ,  The  territory  occu- 
pied by  them  on  thie  side  of  the  Mississippi  was  to  be 
diTided  according  to  the  relative  numbers  of  those 
who  had  migrated,  and  would  migrate,  to  the  remain- 
der ;  and  that  portion  which  fell  to  the  migratora  was 
to  be  received  by  the  United  States  in  place  of  the 
lands  furnished  to  the  Cherokees  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi. From  thia  plan,  the  extinguishment  of  the  title 
of  the  Cherokee  Indisna  was  anticipated,  and  would 
have  taken  place  had  it  been  executed  in  its  spirit  by 
the  General  Government.  It  appears,  however,  that 
the  cenana  waa  never  taken,  and  that,  in  1810,  a  depu- 
tation of  Cherokeee  was  permitted  to  come  to  Wssh- 
iflgton  to  adjust,  finally,  the  difficulties  arising  out  of 
the  treaty  of  1817.  The  lower  Cherokee  towne,  in 
the  limits  of  Georgia,  did  not  ramove  beyond  the  Mis- 
■issippi.  Moot  of  the  removaJa  took  place  from  the 
upper  towna,  out  of  the  limita  of  Georgia.  In  place 
Qt  the  proportion  of  landa  to  be  abandoned,  according 
to  the  treaty  of  1817,  a  fixed  quantity  waa  accepted, 
t  very  small  and  worthless  part  of  which  ia  in 
Georgia. 

It  is  alleged  by  tlie  Secretary  of  War  that  the  desire 
of  Government  was,  to  have  a  cession  in  such  form  aa 
would  separate  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees;  but  that  it 
Waa  found  impossible  to  induce  the  Cherokees  to 
jield  to  that  propoaition,  or  to  any  other  more  favora- 
ble to  Georgia,  than  that  which  was  adopted.  He 
docs  not,  however,  atate  that  any  other  was  made, 
with  a  view  to  comply  with  the  compact  of  1802. 
The  propoeition  made  for  the  eeparatton  of  the  Creeks 
end  Cherokees,  waa  not  for  the  benefit  of  Georgia, 
had  it  been  acceded  to,  although  the  intereata  of  the 


State  would  have  been  more  advanced  than  by  the 
actual  arrangement;  yet,  even  in  that  case,  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  have  aacrificed  the  obligations  of  the 
compact  to  the  policy  of  separating  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  to  the  consequent  acquisition  of  lands  for  their 
own  use  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  The  committee 
cannot  underatand  why  a  ceaaion  of  the  whole  quan- 
tity of  land  in  Georgia  could  not  have  been  obtained. 
The  obligation  of  the  Indians  was  simple — a  line,  a 
boundary — and  the  United  States  had  only  to  insist 
upon  fixing  thai  boundary,  according  to  the  preamble 
of  the  arrangement  of  1817.  The  Secretary  of  War, 
however,  atates  that  the  Indians  will  not  yield,  and  it 
seems  that  the  United  States  did  yield.  It  is  obvioua 
to  the  committee  that  the  intereet  of  Georgia  was  con- 
sidered a  mere  secondary  object,  from  the  terms  of  the 
arrangement  of  1819.  The  preamble  to  that  arrange- 
ment ia  a  aatiafactory  evidence  of  the  entire  forgetfol- 
ness  of  the  obligations  of  the  compact  of  180S. 

The  treaty  is  made  in  consequence  of  the  earnest 
desire  of  a  great  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation  to  re- 
main on  thie  aide  of  the  Mississippi,  to  commence  the 
measures  neceesary  to  the  civilization  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  nation.  The  committee  are  surprised  that 
the  occasion  was  not  taken  to  aatisfy  the  Indians  that 
their  continuance  in  Georgia  was  impossible,  unless 
Georgia  conaented  to  it,  and  still  more  so,  that  the 
Indians  should  be  encouraged,  by  this  preamble  of  a 
treaty,  made  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  under  the 
eyes  of  the  President,'  to  entertsin  that  expectation. 
The  treaty  of  1817,  and  that  of  1819,  show  a  strange 
forgetfolneea  of  the  limited  extent  of  the  power  of  the 
United  Statee  over  the  land  in  question.  The  Secre- 
tary of  War,  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  Execu- 
tive Magistrate,  and  punning  the  example  set  in 
1817,  seeme  to  have  imagined  that  the  United  States 
and  the  Indiana  could  do,  lawfully,  whatever  suited 
their  mutual  convenience,  without  regard  to  the  State 
of  Georgia;  an  error  which  had  been  previously  com- 
mitted in  treatiee  with  the  Creeks.  No  difference 
waa  made  between  Indian  lands  within  the  limite  of 
the  State  claiming  the  eventual  juriadiction  and  soil, 
and  the  Indian  lands  where  the  soil  is  the  property  of 
the  United  States.  Provisions  are  made,  in  both  trea- 
ties, fur  vesting  individuals  with  fee  simple  titles  to 
land,  and  to  convert  them,  by  a  short  process,  into 
citizens.  The  right  of  the  United  States  to  do  either 
is  absolutely  denied  by  the  committee.  The  General 
Government  can  take  the  property  of  individuals  fi>r 
public  usoj  but  the  Constitution  withholds  the  power 
even  to  prejudice  the  claims  of  any  State.  Congress 
can  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization ;  the 
Executive  Magistrate  cannot  make,  by  an  Indian 
treaty,  apecial  exceptions  to  the  establiahed  rule.  The 
eflbct  of  such  acts  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment was  to  be  anticipated.  The  Indiana  were 
taught  the  value  of  eeparate  property,  and  the  advan- 
tages to  be  obtained  by  a  continuance  in  their  present 
position.  The  General  Government  authorized,  alao, 
the  establishment  of  missionaries  among  the  Chero- 
kees, to  instruct  their  children,  and  to  give  them  a 
taste  for  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  The  committee 
are  not  informed  that  the  influence  acquired  by  these 
missionariea  has  been  exerted  to  induce  the  Indians  to 
aeek  a  residence  beyond  the  Mississippi,  nor  are  they 
informed  that  the  Government  has  ever  thought  it 
neceesary  to  impose  upon  thein  such  a  task.  The 
committee  are  not  to  be  understood  as  expressing  any 
diaapprobation  of  the  policy  of  the  United  States  for 
the  civilization  of  the  Indian  tribes;  they  confine 
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themMlvec  to  the  poUcj»  aa  it  ha«  affected  the  per- 
formance of  the  promiies  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  compact  of  1803.  Aa  it  relates  to  that  compact, 
they  expresa  their  decided  conviction  that  the  attempta 
which  have  been  made  to  civilize,  and  permanently 
fix,  the  Cherokeea  in  Georipa,  ia  in  direct  violation  of 
the  promiae  to  extinguish  their  title,  as  soon  as  it 
con  Id  be  done  peaceably,  and  on  reasonable  terras; 
nor  do  the  committee  perceive  the  necessity  of  hokling 
out  the  idea  of  permanent  settlement  in  Georgia,  aa  a 
prelude  to  the  establishment  of  a  regular  government 
for  the  Indians.  Aa  it  regards  expense,  it  would  cer- 
tainly be,  for  the  United  Statea,  the  cheapest  mode  of 
afifocting  this  object,  aa  the  cost  would  be  paid  by 
Georgia,  and  the  United  dtates  would  be  saved  from 
the  onerous  obligation  of  removing  the  Indians  for  the 
benefit  of  that  State;  a  saving  of  expenae  which, 
however,  the  United  Statea  will  not  desixe,  as  it  in- 
volves a  breach  of  their  faith. 

From  the  circumstances  thus  detailed,  the  Honae 
will  not  be  surprised  at  the  preaent  pretensions  of  the 
Cherokees»  to  be  regarded  aa  independent,  or  their 
declarations,  that  they  will  neither  sell  nor  quit  the 
lands  occupied  by  them.  Some  surprise  cannot  but 
be  felt  at  the  acquieacence  of  the  United  Statea  in  the 
substitution  of  diplomatic  correapondence  for  Indian 
talks,  and  at  the  manner  in  which  the  subject  of  the 
Cherokees  is  presented  to  (yongress.  The  Legislature 
of  Georgia,  at  their  last  session,  sent  to  the  Chief 
Magistrate  a  memorial  on  the  Aubject  of  the  compact 
of  1802.  The  President  of  the  United  Statee  has 
not  laid  that  memorial  before  Congress,  but  haa  pre- 
ferred to  present  to  the  Legislative  body  a  correspond- 
ence of  the  Secretary  of  War  with  certain  Cherokee 
chiefs,  which  begins,  on  their  part,  by  a  declaration 
that  they  would  sell  no  more  land  ;  contains  a  request 
that  no  more  appropriations  should  be  made  for  that 
purpose ;  and  a  suggeation  that  the  United  States 
should,  in  some  other  way,  satisfy  Georgia,  as,  by  a 
cession  in  Florida.  To  the  formal  answer  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  a  rejoinder  is  given,  and,  on  this  re- 
joinder. Congress  are  informed  that  tta  power  must  be 
exerted,  as  it  is  obvious  that  the  Executive  can  do 
nothing  further  without  the  intervention  of  Congress. 
The  President  haa  given  his  opinion,  that  the  use  of 
force  would  be  unjust,  and  that  without  force  nothing 
can  be  done.  What  should  be  done  by  Congress,  is 
a  subject  of  the  most  serious  and  importsnt  concern. 
The  parties  to  the  compact  of  1802  anticipated  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  lands  in 
Georgia.  The  United  States  agreed  to  extinguish  it, 
aa  soon  as  it  could  be  done  peaceably,  and  on  raaaon- 
able  terms.  The  oompaot  impoaed  upon  the  General 
Government  the  obligation  to  use  all  the  means  ne- 
cessary to  accomplish  the  end  in  view.  It  was  espe- 
cially their  duty  to  refrain  from  doing  any  thing  cal- 
culated even  to  retard*  mocb  less  to  render  impraoU- 
oable,  the  attainment  of  that  end.  If  the  committee 
have  not  deceived  themselves,  it  must  be  apparent^ 
that  the  United  States  have  omitted  to  embrace  two 
occasions,  when  a  fuller  performance  of  the  conditions 
of  the  compact  was  in  their  power.  It  is  equally  ap- 
parent that  the  United  States  have  not  only  omitted 
to  express  constantly,  and  with  firmneas,  to  the  Ches- 
okees,  the  necessity  of  their  ultimate  removal  from 
Georgia,  but  have  held  out  to  them  the  idea  of  a  per- 
manent residence,  as  citizens,  in  that  State;  have 
taught  them  the  v*lue  of  their  position,  and  intimated, 
that  it  depended  upon  themselves,  to  remain  or  to 
remove ;  have  attempted  to  vesti  in  iadividuals,  a  per* 


manent  properly  in  the  soil.  From  these  eauses,  evcr^ 
day  increasing  in  their  elieet  upon  the  indioatioa  of 
the  Cherokees,  have  arisen  the  determination  of  Um 
Cherokees,  as  made  known  to  the  Preaideot  It  is 
the  policy  of  the  United  States  which  has  created  tin 
difficulties ;  if  peaceable  acquiaition  is  impossible,  ihit 
impossibility  is  the  watk  of  the  €kineral  Govemmaot 

In  this  state  of  things,  encountering  oontraiUctory 
obligations,  the  couree  far  the  Goremment  ii  plain 
and  obvious.  Justice  should  be  done  to  Georgia.  The 
Indian  claim  ahould  be  extinguished,  even  should  force 
be  required  for  that  purpose ;  or  the  consent  of  the 
State  must  be  obtained  to  aome  arrangement,  wbtcb 
will  free  the  United  States  from  the  embarFusmesli 
arising  from  its  regard  to  the  unhaf^iy  conditioa  of  tke 
Indians,  from  a  respect  to  the  expectations  they  have 
erroneously  permitted  this  tribe  toentertsin,  and  fron 
their  formal  and  solemn  obligation  to  a  member  of  the 
Union. 

The  committee  do  not,  however,  believe  that  aaj 
aerioua  difficulty  now  exists,  to  the  peaceable  eitis- 
guishment  of  the  Indian  title,  on  reasonable  terms. 
An  order  from  the  General  Government  for  their  re- 
moval, would  be  cheerfully  acquiesced  in,  if  aoconh 
panied  by  the  necessary  preparation  for  the  prospeiitj 
of  the  tribe,  and  a  just  equivalent  for  the  temportry 
inconveniences  they  might  suffer.  The  committee 
agree  with  the  President,  that  it  would  promote  sskd- 
tially  the  security  and  happiness  of  the  tribes  of  In- 
dians, if  they  could  be  prevailed  on  to  retire  beyond 
the  limita  of  the  States ;  but,  they  cannot  see  the  in- 
justice of  any  meaanre,  short  of  actual  hostility,  which 
would  essentially  promote  the  aecurity  and  hsppinetf 
of  the  Cherokees.  Thero  is  another  ooneiderstioii 
which  should  be  brought  into  view ;  the  only  pltna- 
ble  objections  to  the  proposed  order,  is  its  iojattiee, 
and  inhumanity,  to  the  Indians.  That  itis  jostte 
promote  their  essential  aecuri^  and  happinsee,  ereo 
by  meana  not  agreeable  to  their  wishes,  cannot  be  de- 
nied; that  it  is  humane*  to  preserve  them  firoadto- 
gers,  to  which  they  will  be  exposed,  by  an  obstinate 
adheronce  to  their  own  opiniona,  is  equally  tine. 
Their  present  position  is  incompatible  with  the  cliion 
of  the  State  of  Georgia ;  the  knowledge  of  the  fed, 
that  the  United  States  will  not,  in  consequence  of  the 
perverseness  of  the  Cherokees,  comply  with  the  oUi- 
gationa  of  the  compact  of  1802,  will  necessarily  pro- 
duce irritations  and  resentments,  the  oonseqnences  of 
which  may  he  easily  foreseen.  The  United  8utes 
may  be  under  the  latel  neoeasity  of  seeing  the  Chero- 
keea annihilated,  or  of  defending  them  agaioet  their 
own  oititena.  The  committee  offer  to  the  Howe  the 
following  reeolutiona,  under  a  full  convietien  that  the 
adoption  of  them  will  not  be  followed  by  any  eoose- 
quencea  injurious  to  the  Cherokee  tribe,  or  to  the 
character  of  the  General  Government  for  jusdee  •of 
humanity, 

ReMohed,  That  the  United  Statea  are  bound,  by 
their  obligations  to  Georgis,  to  take,  immediately,  the 
necessary  measures  for  the  removal  of  the  Cherokee 
Indians  beyond  the  limits  of  that  State. 

lUaolvedt  That  such  an  arrangement  with  the  Sttte 
of  Georgia  should  be  made,  as  may  lead  to  the  fiw 
adjustment  of  theclsims  of  thatSUU,  under  the  con- 
pact  of  1802,  with  the  least  possible  inconvenien<^  to 
the  Cherokee  and  Creek  Indians,  within  the  boondify 
of  the  Sute.  . . 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of doHsTS  sbooM  be 

appropriated  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  abote 
reeolutiona. 
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Mr.  Forsyte  moved  to  refer  the  report  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  od  the  stale  of  the 
Union. 

To  thi.H  reference,  Mr.  Alusn,  of  Massachusetts, 
objected,  as  giving  to  this  subject  an  uodue  pre- 
ference over  other  business  earlier  introduced  into 
the  House. 

In  reply  to  this  objection,  Mr.  Forsyth  said, 
among  other  things,  that,  if  gentlemen  had  ex- 
sminra  the  documents  connected  with  this  report, 
they  would  have  seen,  that  a  state  of  irritation  exf 
isl\  which  requires  to  be  allayed,  or  it  would  re- 
quire something  stronger  than  resolutions  of  this 
House  to  allay  it. 

Mr.  L1TTI.E  supported  the  reference  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
as  bein^  most  proper  for  a  subject  which  might 
be  considered  as  of  national  magnitude,  &c. 

Mr.  Allbn  said  his  reason  for  objecting  to  this 
reference  was,  that  he  was  unwilling  that  the 
eUims  of  individuals,  which  have  been  long  pend- 
ing in  this  House,  and  were  now  in  an  advanced 
stage,  should  be  postponed  in  order  to  take  up  a 
claim  which  has  been  but  recently  introduced 
into  the  House,  and  on  which,  until  this  morning, 
a  report  had  not  been  made.  The  present  session, 
be  thought,  was  now  too  far  advanced  to  go  into 
an  investigation  of  this  new  matter. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Forsyth's 
motion  for  a  reference,  and  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative—62  votes  to  75. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  for 
imposing  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  was  then 
read  a  third  time ;  ane  the  question  being  stated, 
"Shall  this  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair. 
I  am,  said  he,  practising  no  deception  upon  my- 
self, much  less  upon  the  House,  when  I  say  that, 
if  I  had  consulted  my  own  feelings  and  inclina- 
tions, I  should  not  have  troubled  the  House,  ex- 
hausted as  it  is,  and  as  I  am,  with  any  further 
remarks  upon  this  subject.  I  come  to  the  dis- 
cbarge of  this  task,  not  merely  with  reiactanoe, 
bat  with  disffust;  jaded,  worn  down,  abraded,  I 
mav  say,  as  I  am  oy  long  attendance  npon  this 
body,  and  continued  stretch  of  the  attention  npon 
this  subjeeL  I  come  to  it,  however,  at  the  sug- 
gestion, and  in  pursnance  of  the  wishes  of  those 
whose  wishes  are  for  me  in  all  matters  touching 
mf  public  duty,  paramount  law;  I  speak  with 
those  reservations,  of  course,  which  every  moral 
agent  mast  be  supposed  to  make  to  himself. 

It  was  not  more  to  his  surprise  than  to  his  dis- 
appointment, Mr.  R.  said,  tnat,  on  his  return  to 
the  House,  after  a  necessarv  absence  of  a  few  days, 
on  indispensable  business,  ne  found  it  engaged  in 
discussing  the  general  principle  of  the  bill,  when 
its  details  were  under  oonsideration.  If  he  had 
expected  snch  a  turn  in  the  debate  he  would,  at 
any  private  sacrifice,  hovrever  great,  have  remained 
a  spectator  and  auditor  of  that  discussion.  With 
the  exception  of  the  speech,  already  published,  of 
his  worthy  colleague  on  his  right,  (Mr.  P.  P.  Bab- 
boor,)  Mr.  R.  sa^  he  was  nearly  deprived  of  the 


benefit  of  the  discussion  which  had  taken  place. 
Many  weeks  had  been  occupied  with  this  bill  (he 
hoped  the  House  would  pardon  him  for  sayine  so) 
before  he  took  the  slightest  part  in  the  delibera- 
tions on  the  details,  and  he  now  sincerely  regret- 
ted that  he  had  not  had  firmness  enough  to  adhere 
to  the  resolution  which  he  had  laid  down  to  him- 
self in  the  early  stage  of  the  debate,  not  to  take 
any  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  details  of  the 
measure.*  But,  as  he  trusted^  what  he  now  had 
to  say  upon  this  subject,  although  more  and  better 
things  had  been  said  by  others,  might  not  be  the 
same  that  they  had  said,  or  might  not  be  said 
in  the  same  manner,  he  here  borrowed  the  lan- 
guage of  a  man  who  had  heretofore  been  con- 
spicuotts  in  the  eoaacilsof  the  country;  of  one 
who  was  unrivalled  for  readiness  and  dexterity  in 
debate;  who  was  long  without  an  equal  on  the 
floor  of  this  body ;  who  had  contributed  as  much 
to  the  revolution  of  1801  as  any  man  in  this  na- 
tion,t  and  had  derived  as  little  benefit  from  it; 
as,  to  use  the  words  of  that  celebrated  man,  what 
he  had  to  say  was  not  that  which  had  been  said  by 
others,  and  would  not  be  said  in  their  manner, 
the  House  would,  he  trusted,  have  patience  with 
him  during  the  short  time  that  his  strength  would 
allow  him  to  occupy  their  attention.  And  be 
begged  them  to  understand,  that  the  notes  which 
he  held  in  his  hands  were  not  notes  on  which  he 
meant  to  speak,  but  of  what  others  had  spoken, 
and  from  which  he  would  make  the  smallest  se- 
lection in  his  power. 

Here  permit  me  to  say,  observed  Mr.  R.,  that 
I  am  obliged,  and  with  great  reluctance,  to  difibr 
from  my  worthy  colleague,  who  has  taken  so  con- 
spicuous a  pan  in  this  debate,  about  one  fact,  which 
1  will  call  to  his  recollection,  for  I  am  sure  it  was 
in  his  memory,  though  sleeping.  He  has  under- 
taken to  state  the  causes  by  which  the  difference 
in  the  relative  condition  of  various  parts  of  |he 
Union  has  been  produced;  but  my  worthy  col- 
league has  omitted  to  state  the  primum  mdiU  of 
the  commerce  and  manufactures  to  which  a  por- 
tion of  the  country  I  need  not  name  owes  its  pre- 
sent prosperity  and  wealth.  That  primwm  mobUe 
was  Bottthern  capital.  I  speak  now  not  of  transac- 
tions quorum  pare  mindma  JUi,  but  of  things  of 
which,  nevertheless,  I  have  a  contemporaneous 
recollection.  I  say,  without  the  fear  of  contradic- 
tioU)  then,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  enormous 
depreciation  of  the  evidences  of  the  public  debt  of 
this  country — the  debt  proper  of  the  United  States 
(to  which  must  be  added  an  item  of  not  less  than 
twenty  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  State  debts  as- 
sumed by  the  United  States)  being  bought  up  and 
almost  engrossed  by  the  people  of  what  were  then 
called  the  Northern  States — a  measure  which  no- 
body dreamt  any  thing  about,  or  which  nobody 
had  the  slightest  suspicion — I  mean  the  assump- 


*By  80  doing,  many  of  Mr.  R.'8  sttongfest  objections 
to  the  bill  were  in  a  manner  dissipated,  there  being  no 
report  of  these  ekirmiflhes.  Some  of  them,  with  which 
he  thought  it  indecent  agein  to  trouble  the  House, 
will  be  found  (aubstantially)  appended  to  this  speech. 

tSee  note  1,  Appendix. 
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tioo  of  the  State  debts  by  the  Federal  GtoTernmeAt; 
these  debts  being  booght  up  for  a  mere  song,  a 
capital  of  eighty  millioos  ot  dollars,  or,  io  other 
vords,  a  credit  to  that  amount,  bearing  an  inter- 
est of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  (with  the  exception 
of  nineteen  millions,  the  interest  of  that  debt, 
Tvhich  bore  an  interest  of  three  per  cent.,)  (see  note 
2,  Jppendia) — a  capital  of  eighty  millions  of  dol- 
lars was  poured,  in  a  single  day,  into  the  coffers  of 
the  North ;  and  to  ^at  cause  we  may  mainly  as- 
cribe the  difference  so  disastrous  to  the  South, 
between  that  country  and  the  other  portion  of  this 
Union,  to  which  I  have  alluded.  When  we,  said 
Mr.  R.,  roused  by  the  sufferings  of  ourbrethreo 
of  Boston,  entered  into  the  contest  with  the  mother 
country,  and  when  we  came  out  of  it — when  this 
Constitution  was  adopted,  ioe  were  com|iaratively 
rich— H^^^  were  positively  poor.  What  is  now  our 
relative  situation  ?  They  are  flourishing  and  rich ; 
we  are  tributary  to  them,  not  only  through  the 
medium  of  the  public  debt  of  which  I  have  spoken, 
but  also  through  the  medium  of  the  pension  list, 
nearly  the  whole  amount  of  which  is  disbursed  in 
the  Eastern  States;  and  to  this  creation  of  a  day 
is  to  be  ascribed  the  difference  of  our  relative  sit- 
uation, (I  hope  my  worthy  colleague  will  not  con- 
sider any  thing  that  I  say  as  conflicting  with  his 
general  principles,  to  which  I  heartily  subscribe.) 
INoU  3,  of  Appendix.)  Yes,  sir,  and  the  price  paid 
tor  the  creation  of  all  that  portion  of  this  capital, 
which  consisted  of  the  assumed  debts  of  the  States, 
was  the  immeMe  boon  of  fixing  the  Seat  of  Crov- 
ernment  where  it  now  is.  And  I  advert  to  this 
bareain,  because  I  wish  to  show  to  every  member 
of  this  House,  and,  if  it  were  possible,  to  every  in- 
dividual of  this  nation,  the  most  tremendous  and 
calamitous  results  of  political  bargaining. 
Sir,  when  are  we  to  have  enough  of  this  Tariff 

Question?  In  1816  it  was  supposed  to  be  settled, 
^nly  three  years  thereafter,  another  proposition 
for  increasing  it  was  sent  from  this  House  to  the 
Senate,  haiUd  with  a  tax  of  four  cents  per  pound 
on  brown  suffar.  It  was,  fortunately,  rejected  in 
that  body.  In  what  manner  thU  hlil  is  baited  it 
does  not  become  me  to  say ;  but  I  have  too  dis- 
tinct a  recollection  of  t)ie  vote  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  duty  upon  molasses,  and  after- 
wards of  the  vote  in  tne  House  on  the  same  ques- 
tion $  of  the  votes  of  more  than  one  of  the  States 
on  that  question,  not  to  mark  it  well.  I  do  not 
say  that  the  change  of  the  vote  on  that  question 
was  effected  by  any  man's  voting  against  his  own 
motion,  but  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it  was 
effected  by  one  man's  electioneering  tgainst  his 
own  motion.  I  am  very  glad,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
old  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  the  Province  of  Maine 
and  Sagadahock,  by  whom  we  stood  in  the  days 
of  the  Revolution^  now  stand  by  the  South,  and 
will  not  aid  in  fixing  on  us  this  system  of  taxa- 
tion, compared  with  which  the  taxation  of  Mr. 
Qrenville  and  Lord  North  was  as  nothing.  I  speak 
with  knowledge  of  what  I  say,  when  I  declare, 
that  this  bill  is  an  attempt  to  reduce  the  country 
South  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  and  East  of 
the  Allegany  mountains,  to  a  stale  of  worse  than 
colonial  bondage ;  a  state  to  which  the  domina. 


tion  of  Great  Britain  was,  in  my  judgment,  ftr 
preferable ;  and  I  trust  I  shall  always  have  the 
fearless  integrity  to  utter  aby  political  sentiment 
which  the  head  sanctions  and  the  heart  ratifies; 
for  the  British  Parliament  never  would  have  dared 
to  lay  such  duties  on  our  imports,  or  their  exports 
to  us,  either  "  at  home**  or  here,  as  is  now  propo;^ 
to  be  laid  upon  the  imports  from  abroad.  At  that 
time  we  had  the  command  of  the  market  of  the 
vast  dominions  then  subject,  and  we  should  have 
had  those  which  have  since  been  subjected  to  the 
British  empire ;  we  enjoyed  a  free  trade,  eminefitlT 
superior  to  an^  thing  we  can  enjoy  if  this  bill  sbaU 
go  into  operation.  It  is  a  sacrifice  of  the  interests 
of  a  part  of  this  nation  to  the  ideal  benefit  of  the 
rest.  It  marks  us  out  as  the  rictims  of  a  worse 
than  E^ptian  bondage.  It  is  a  barter  of  somQck 
of  our  rights,  of  so  much  of  the  fruits  of  our  labor, 
for  political  power  to  be  transferred  to  other  bands. 
It  ought  to  be  met,  and  I  trust  it  will  be  met,  in  the 
southern  country,  as  was  the  Stamp  act,  and  by  all 
those  measures,  which  I  will  not  detain  the  Hoose 
by  recapitulating,  which  succeeded  the  Stamp  act, 
and  produced  the  final  breach  with  the  roother 
country,  which  it  took  about  ten  years  to'  bring 
about ;  as  I  trust  in  my  conscience,  it  will  not 
take  as  long  to  brin^  about  similar  results  from 
this  measure,  should  it  become  a  law. 

All  policy  is  very  suspicious,  says  an  eminent 
statesman,  that  sacrifices  the  interest  of  any  part 
of  the  community  to  the  ideal  good  of  the  whole; 
and  those  governments  only  are  tolerable  where, 
bv  the  necessary  construction  of  the  political  ma- 
chine, the  interest  of  all  the  parts  are  obliged  to  be 
protected  by  it.  Here  is  a  district  of  eountrf  ex- 
tending from  the  Patapsco  to  the  €hilf  of  Mexico, 
from  the  Allegany  to  the  Atlantic,  a  district  which, 
taking  in  all  that  part  of  Maryland  lying  south  of 
the  Patapsco  and  east  of  Els  river,  raises  five- 
sixths  of  all  the  exports  of  this  country  that  are  of 
home  growth — I  nave  in  my  hand  the  official 
statements,  which  prove  it,  bllit  which  I  will  not 
weary  the  House  by  reading,  (ses  JppendiSt  wU 
4,)~4n  all  this  country.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  bless  God 
for  it;  for,  with  all  the  fantastic  and  preposterous 
theories  about  the  rights  of  man,  (the  iktoriay  not 
the  rights  themselves,  I  speak  of,)  there  is  oothing 
but  power  that  can  restrain  power — I  bless  God 
that,  in  this  insulted,  opprosed,  and  outraged 
region,  we  are,  as  to  our  counsels  in  regard  to  this 
measure,  but  as  one  man ;  that  there  exists  on  the 
subject  but  one  feeling  and  one  interest  We  are 
proscribed,  and  put  to  the  ban ;  and  if  we  do  not 
feel,  and  feeling  do  not  act,  we  are  bastards  to 
those  fathers  who  achieved  the  Revolotioa ;  then 
shall  we  deserve  to  make  our  bricks  without 
straw.  There  is  no  case  on  record  in  which  a 
proposition  like  this,  suddenly  changing  the  whole 
frame  of  a  country's  polity,  tearing  asunder  every 
ligature  of  the  body  politic,  was  ever  carried  bjt 
lean  majority  of  two  or  three  votes,  unless  it  be 
the  usurpation  of  the  Septennial  act,  which  passed 
the  British  Pariiament  by,  I  think,  a  majority  of 
one  vote,  the  same  that  laid  the  tax  on  cotton  ba^ 
ging.  I  do  not  stop  here^  sir,  to  ar^oe  aboat  the 
constitmionaiity  of  this  bill;  I  consider  theCon- 
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stitution  a  dead  letter ;  I  consider  it  to  consist,  at 
tbw  time,  of  the  power  of  the  Gteneral  QoTcrn- 
ment  and  tiie  power  of  the  States — that  is  the 
CoDstitution.  Yoa  may  intrench  yourself  in  parch* 
meot  to  the  teeth,  savs  Lord  Chatham,  the  sword 
will  find  its  wa]f  to  the  vitals  of  the  Constitution. 
I  have  no  faith  in  parchment,  sir ;  I  have  no  faith 
ID  the  abracadabra  of  the  Constitution ;  I  have  no 
faith  in  it.  I  have  faith  in  the  power  of  that  Com- 
monwealth, of  which  I  am  an  unworthy  son ;  in 
the  power  of  those  Carolinas,  and  of  that  Georgia, 
io  her  ancient  and  utmost  extent,  to  the  Missis- 
sippi, which  went  with  us  through  the  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  death,  in  the  war  of  our  independ- 
eoce.  I  have  said  that  I  shall  not  stop  to  dbcuss 
the  constitutionality  of  this  question,  for  that  rea- 
son, and  for  a  better ;  that  there  never  was  a  con- 
stitution under  the  sun,  in  which,  by  an  unwise 
exercise  of  the  powers  of  the  government,  the  peo- 
ple may  not  be  driven  to  the  extremity  of  resist- 
ance by  force.  '^  For  it  is  not,  perhaps,  so  much 
'  by  the  assumption  of  unlawful  powers,  as  by  the 

*  unwise  or  unwarrantable  use  of  those  which  are 
'  most  legal,  that  governments  oppose  their  true 

*  end  and  object ;  for  there  is  such  a  thing  as  ty« 
'  ranny  as  well  as  usurpation.'*  If,  under  a  power 
to  regulate  trade,  you  prevent  exportation ;  if,  with 
the  most  approved  spring  lancets^  you  draw  the 
ksi  drop  ot  blood  from  our  veins;  if,  eecundwm 
artem,  you  draw  the  last  shilling  from  our  pockets, 
.what  are  the  checks  of  the  Constitution  to  us  ?  A 
fi^  for  the  Constitution!  When  the  scorpion's 
sung  is  probing  us  to  the  quick,  shall  we  stop  to 
chop  logic  ?  Bhall  we  get  some  learned  and  cun- 
ning clerk  to  say  whether  the  power  to  do  this  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Constitution,  and  then,  if  he, 
from  whatever  motive,  shall  maintain  the  affirm- 
ative, like  the  animal  whose  fleece  forms  so  ma- 
terial a  portion  of  this  bill,  quietly  lie  down  and 
be  shorn  1 

Sir,  events  now  passing  elsewhere,  which  plant 
a  thorn  in  my  pillow  and  a  dagser  in  my  Mart, 
admonish  me  of  the  difficulty  of  governing  with 
sobriety  any  people  who  are  over  bead  and  ears  in 
debt.  That  state  of  things  begets  a  temper  which 
sets  at  naught  every  thing  like  reason  and  com- 
mon sense.  This  country  is  unquestionablv  la- 
boring under  great  distress,  but  we  cannot  legis- 
late It  out  of  that  distress.  We  mav,  by  your 
legislation,  reduce  all  the  country  south  and  east 
of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  the  whites  as  well  as 
the  blacks,  to  the  condition  of  Helots — ^you  can 
do  no  more*  We  have  had  placed  before  us,  in 
the  course  of  this  discussion,  foreign  examples 
and  aethorities ;  and  amon^  other  thiiws.  we  have 
been  told,  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  this  meas- 
ure, of  the  prosperity  of  Great  Britain.  Have 
gentlemen  taken  into  consideration  the  peculiar 
advantages  of  Great  Britain  ?  Have  they  taken 
into  consideration  that,  not  excepting  Mexico, 
and  that  fine  countrv  which  lies  between  the  Ori- 
noco and  the  Caribbean  sea,  England  is  decided- 
ly superior  in  point  of  physical  advantages  to 
every  country  under  the  sun  ?  This  is  unques- 
tionably true.  I  will  enumerate  some  of  those  ad- 
vantages.   First,  there  is  her  climate.    In  Eng- 


land, tneh  is  the  temperature  of  the  air,  that  a 
man  can  there  do  more  davs'  work  in  the  year, 
and  more  hours'  work  in  tne  day,  than  in  any 
other  climate  in  the  world ;  of  course  i  include 
Scotland  and  Ireland  in  this  description.    It  is  in 
such  a  climate  only,  that  the  human  animal  can 
bear  without  extirpation  the  corrupted  air,  the 
noisome  exhalations,  the  incessant  labor  of  these 
accursed  manufactories.    Yes,  sir,  accursed ;  for 
I  say  it  is  an  accursed  thine,  which  I  will  neither 
taste,  nor  touch,  nor  handle.    If  we  were  to  act 
here  on  the  English  system,  we  should  have  the 
yellow  fever  at  PhiladelphiaY  New  York,  dec.,  not 
m  Auffust  merely,  but  from  June  to  January,  and 
from  January  to  June.    The  climate  of  this  couik* 
try  alone,  were  there  no  other  natural  obstacle  to 
it,  says  aloud,  you  shall  not  manufacture  1    Even 
our  tobacco  factories,  admitted  to  be  the  Bouwt 
wholesome  of  any  sort  of  factories,  are  known  to 
be,  where  extensive,  the  very  nidus  (if  I  may  use 
the  expression,)  of  yellow  fever  and  other  fevers 
of  similar  type.    In  another  of  the  advantages  of 
Great  Britain,  so  important  to  her  prosperity,  we 
are  almost  on  a  par  with,  her  if  we  knew  now 
properly  to  use  it.  Foftmmtoen^miummiaiibonaiuh 
ritU — ^for,  as  regards  defence,  we  are,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  almost  as  much  an  island  as  Eng- 
land herself.   But  one  of  her  insular  advantages  we 
can  never  acquire.    Every  part  of  that  country  is 
accessible  from  the  sea.    There,  as  yon  recede 
from  the  sea,  you  do  not  get  further  from  the  sea. 
I  know  that  a  great  deal  will  be  said  of  our  ma- 
jestic rivers,  about  the  father  of  floods,  and  his 
tributary  streams ;  but  with  the  Ohio  frozen  up 
all  the  Winter,  and  dry  all  the  Summer,  with  a 
long,  tortuous,  difficult,  and  dangerous  navigation 
thence  to  the  ocean,  the  gentlemen  of  the  West 
may  rest  assured  that  they  will  never  derive  one 
particle  of  advantage,  from  even  a  total  prohibi- 
tion of  foreign  manufactures.    You  may  succeed 
in  reducing  us  to  your  own  level  of  misery ;  but, 
if  we  were  to  affree  to  become  your  slaves,  you 
never  can  derive  one  farthing  of  advantage  from 
this  bill.    What  parts  of  this  country  can  derive 
any  advantage  from  it  ?    Those  parts  only,  where 
there  is  a  water  power  in  immediate  contact  with 
navigation,  such  as  the  vicinities  of  Boston.  Pror- 
idence,  Baltimore,  Richmond,  dbc.    Petersburg  is 
the  last  of  these  as  you  travel  south*    You  take 
a  bag  of  cotton  up  the  river  to  Pittsburg,  or  to 
Zanesville,  to  have  it  manufactured  and  sent 
down  to  New  Orleans  fos  a  market,  and  before 
your  bag  of  cotton  has  got  to  the  place  of  manu- 
facture, the  manufacturer  of  Providence  has  re- 
ceived his  returns  for  the  goods  made  from  his  bag 
of  cotton  purchased  at  the  same  time  that  you 
purchased  yours.    No,  sir ;  gentlemen  may  as  well 
insist  that  because  the  Chesapeake  bay,  mare  not 
tttiw,  our  Mediterranean  sea,  ffives  us  every  ad 
vantage  of  navigation,  we  shall  exclude  from  it 
every  thing  but  steamboats  and  those  boats  called 
kal^  egoehenj  per  emphasin,  par  escceUencej  Kentucky 


*  PeteTsbnrg  is  the  last  of  these  mtnstlons  combining 
navigation  and  water  power,  as  you  travel  southward 
1  from  Boston  to  New  Orleans. 
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boatG^-^a  tort  of  huge,  sqaare,  clumsy  wooden  box. 
And  why  not  insist  upon  it?  HaT'nt  yoo  "  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  ?"  Would  not  that, 
too,  be  a  "  regulation  of  commerce  ?"  It  would, 
indeed,  and  a  pretty  regulation  it  is;  and  so  is 
this  bill.  And,  sir,  I  marvel  that  the  representa- 
tion from  the  great  commercial  State  of  New 
York  should  be  in  favor  of  this  bill.  If  opera- 
tive— and  if  inoperative  why  talk  of  it  ?-— if  op- 
erative, it  must,  like  the  embargo  of  1807,  '8,  '9, 
transfer  no  small  portion  of  the  wealth  of  the 
London  of  America,  as  New  York  has  been  called, 
to  duebec  and  Montreal.  She  will  receive  the 
most  of  her  imports  from  abroad,  down  the  river. 
I  do  not  know  any  bill  that  could  be  better  calcu- 
Jaled  for  Vermont  than  this  bill ;  because,  through 
Vermont,  from  Quebec,  Montreal,  and  other  po- 
sitions on  the  St.  Lawrence,  we  are,  if  it  passes, 
unqoestionablv  to  receive  our  supplies  of  foreign 
Aoods.  It  will,  no  doubt,  also,  suit  the  Niagara 
irontier. 

But,  sir,  I  must  not  suffer  myself  to  be  led  too 
far  Mtray  from  the  topic  of  the  peculiar  advan- 
tages of  England  as  a  manufacturing  country. 
Her  vast  beds  of  coal  are  inexhaustible ;  there  are 
daily  discoveries  of  quantities  of  it,  greater  than 
ages  past  have  yet  consumed ;  to  which  beds  of 
eoal  her  manufacturing  establishments  have  been 
transferred,  as  any  man  may  see  who  will  com- 
pare the  present  population  of  her  towns  with 
what  it  was  formerly.  It  is  to  these  beds  of  coal 
that  Birmingham,  Manchester,  Wolverhampton, 
Sheffield,  Leeds,  and  other  manufacturing  towns. 
owe  their  growth.  If  you  could  destroy  her  coal 
in  one  day,  you  would  cut  at  once  the  sinews  of 
her  power.  Then  there  are  her  metals,  and  par- 
ticularly tin,  of  which  she  has  the  exclusive  mo- 
nopoly. Tin,  I  know,  is  to  be  found  in  Japan, 
and  perhaps  elsewhere,  but,  in  practice,  England 
has  now  the  monopoly  of  that  article.  I  might 
fto  further,  said  Mr.  R.,  and  I  might  say  that  Eng- 
land possesses  an  advantage,  quo  ad  hoc,  in  her 
inttitutions ;  for  ^ure  men  are  compelled  to  pay 
their  debts.  But,  here,  men  are  not  only  not  com- 
pelled to  pay  their  debts,  but  they  are  protected  in 
the  refusal  to  pay  them,  in  the  scandalous  evasion 
of  their  legal  obligations ;  and,  after  being  con- 
victed of  embezxling  the  public  money,  and  the 
nkoney  of  others,  of  which  they  were  the  appointed 
guardians  and  trustees,  they  have  the  impudence 
to  obtrude  their  unblushing  fronts  into  society, 
and  elbow  honest  men  out  of  their  way !  There, 
though  all  men  are  on  a  footing  of  equality  on 
the  highway,  and  in  the  courts  onaw,at  mill  and 
at  market,  yet  the  castes  in  Hindostan  are  not 
more  distinctly  separated  one  from  the  other  than 
the  difierent  classes  of  society  are  in  England. 
It  is  true,  that  it  is  practicable  for  a  wealthy  mer- 
chant or  a  manufacturer,  or  his  descendants,  after 
having,  through  two  or  three  generations,  washed 
ont  what  is  considered  the  stain  of  their  original 


content  to  move  in  the  lower  circles— ^^oo tent  as 
the  ox  under  the  daily  drudgery  of  the  yoke?    It 


is  true  that,  in  England,  some  of  these  wealthy 
people  take  it  into  their  headsi  to  boy  seats  in  Par- 
liament ;  but,  when  they  get  there,  unless  tbejr 
possess  ^eat  talents,  they  are  mere  nonentities; 
their  existence  is  only  to  be  found  in  the  Red 
Book,  which  contains  a  list  of  the  members  of 
Parliament.  Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  know,  if,  ia  tk 
Western  country,  where  any  man  may  get  bnstlf 
drunk  for  three  pence  sterhng — in  Eogland,  yoa 
cannot  eet  a  small  wineglass  of  spirits  under 
twenty-nve  cents  ;  one  such  drink  of  grog  as  I 
have  seen  swallowed  in  this  country  would  there 
cost  a  dollar; — in  the  Western  country,  where 
every  man  can  get  as  much  meat  and  bread  as  be 
can  consume,  and  yet  spend  the  best  part  of  his 
days,  and  nights  too,  perhaps,  on  tbe  tareni 
benches,  or  loitering  at  the  cross-roads  asking  tk 
news,— >can  you  «xpect  the  people  of  such  a  coun- 
try, with  countless  millions  of  wild  land  and  wild 
animals  besides,  can  be  cooped  up  in  manafac- 
turing  establishments,  and  made  to  work  sixteen 
hours  a  day,  under  the  superintendence  of  a  drirer 
— yes,  a  driver,  compared  with  whom  a  Soathern 
overseer  is  a  gentleman  and  man  of  refinement; 
for,  if  they  do  not  work,  (these  work  people  in 
the  manutactories,)  thev  cannot  eat;  aod,  among 
all  the  punishments  tnat  can  be  devised,  (pat 
death,  even,  among  the  number,)  I  defy  you  to  get 
as  much  work  out  of  a  man  by  any  of  them,  as 
when  he  knows  that  he  must  work  before  he  can 
eat. 

But,  sir,  if  we  follow  the  example  of  England, 
in  one  respect,  as  we  are  invited  to  do,  we  mast 
also  follow  it  in  another.  If  we  adopt  her  policf, 
we  must  adopt  her  institutions  also.  Her  policy 
is  the  result  of  her  institutions,  and  our  institu- 
tions must  be,  as  the  result  of  our  policy,  assimi- 
lated to  heHs.  We  cannot  adopt  such  an  exterior 
system  as  that  of  England,  without  adopting  also 
her  interior  policy.  We  have  heard  of  her  wealth, 
her  Kfeatness,  her  glory ;  but  her  eulogist  b  silent 
about  the  poverty,  wretchedness,  misery,  of  the 
lowest  orders.  Show  me  the  country,  say  getttl^ 
men,  which  has  risen  to  glory  without  this  sys- 
tem of  bounties  and  protection  on  maDU&ctores ! 
Sir,  show  me  any  country,  beyond  our  own,  which 
has  risen  to  glory  or  to  greatness  without  an  es- 
tablished chtirch,  or  without  a  powerful  aristoc- 
racy, if  not  an  hereditary  nobility.  I  know  no 
country  in  Europe,  except  Turkey,  without  hered- 
itary nobles.  Most  we,  too,  have  these  Corinthi- 
an ornaments  of  society,  because  those  eountri^ 
of  greatness  and  glory  have  given  in  to  tbein  T 
But,  after  w«  shall  have  destroyed  all  our  foreign 
trade;  after  we  shall  have,  by  the  prevention  of 
imports,  cut  off  exports — ^tbus  keeping  the  promi* 
of  the  Constitution  to  the  ear,  and  breaking  it  to 
the  hope^paltering  with  the  people  in  a  dooUe 
sense, — after  we  shall  have  done  this,  we  are  tdd, 
«we  shall  otdp  have  to  resort  to  an  eirci*;  ^ 
have  only  to  dum^  the  mode  of  collection  o^^*^ 
from  the  people;  both  modes  of  taxation  aretw- 
tmtory."  Very  voluntary !  The  exciseman  comes 
into  my  house;  searches  my  premises;  respects 
not  even  the  privacy  of  female  apartaients;  mea- 
sures, gauges,  and  weighs  every  thing;  le'»«*  * 
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tax  upoo  every  thing;  and  ihea  teUa  me  the  tax 
is  a  rolantary  one  oa  my  part,  and  that  I  am  or 
oi^hc  to  be  content.  "  Yes,  voluntary,"  as  Portia 
said  to  Shvloek,  when  she  played  the  Jadge  so 
rarely  —  ''Art  thou  content,  Jew  1  Art  thou 
content?" 

These  taxes,  however,  it  seems,  are  voluntary, 
^'  as  being  altogether  upon  consumption."  By  a 
recent  speech  on  this  subject,  the  greater  part  of 
which,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  hear, 
I  learn  that  there  have  been  only  two  hundred 
capital  prosecutions  in  England,  within  a  given 
time,  for  violations  of  the  revenue  laws.  Are  we 
ready,  if  one  of  us,  too  poor  to  own  a  saddle^ 
horse,  should  borrow  a  saddle  and  clap  it  on  his 
ploogh-horse,  to  ride  to  church  or  court  or  mill  or 
market,  to  be  taxed  for  a  surplus  saddle-horse, 
and  surcharged  for  having  failed  to  list  him  as 
such  1  Are  gentlemen  aware  <^  the  inquisitorial, 
dispensing,  arbitrary,  and  almost  Papal  power,  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Excise  ?  1  shall  not  atop 
toga  into  a  detail  of  them^  but  I  never  did  expect 
to  hear  it  jsaid,  on  this  floor»  and  by  a  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  too,  that  the  excise  system  was  a 
mere  scarecrow — a  bugbear — ^that  the  soimd  of  the 
words  constituted  all  the  difTerenee  between  a  sys^ 
tern  of  excise  and  a  system  of  customs  ;  that  both 
meant  the  same  thing.  ^*  Write  them  together; 
yoor's  is  as  £air  a  name,  Sound  them ;  it  doth  be- 
come the  mouth  as  well."  Here,  sir,  I  must  beg 
leave  to  differ  ;  I  do  not  think  it  does.  '^  Weigh 
them ;  it  is  as  htavy."  That  I  grant.  "  Conjure 
with  them"— «xctse  "  will  start  a  ^rit  as  soon  as 
ctutoms. 

Tkie  I  verily  believe,  sir,  and  I  wish,  with  all  my 
heart,  if  this  bill  is  to  pass — if  new  and  unneces- 
sary burdens  are  to  be  wantonly  imposed  upon  Uie 
people — that  we  were  to  return  home  with  the 
bleased  news  of  a  tax  or  excise,  not  less  by  way  of 
"minimum,"  than  fifty  cents  per  gallon  upon 
whiskey.  And  here,  if  I  did  not  consider  an  ex- 
ciseman to  bear,  according  to  the  language  of  the 
old  law  books,  €9fiiU  hipkwmy  and  that  it  was  al- 
most as  meritorious  to  shoot  such  a  heil-houod  of 
tyranny,  as  to  shoot  a  wolf  or  a  mad  dog-^-^nd,  if 
1  did  not  know  that  any  thing  like  an  excise  in 
this  country  is  in  effect  utterly  impracticable,  I 
myself,  feeling,  seeing,  blushing  for  my  country, 
would  gladly  vote  to  lav  an  excise  on  this  abomi- 
nable liquor,  the  lavisn  consumption  of  which 
renders  this  the  most  drunken  nation  under  the 


sun ;  and  yet,  we  have  refused  to  take  the  duties 
from  wines,  from  cheap  French  wines  particu- 
larly, that  might  \we  the  dog  from  his  vomit,  and 
hiy  the  foundation  of  a  reformation  of  the  public 
manners.  Sir,  an  excise  system  can  never  be 
maintained  in  this  country.  I  had  as  lief  be  a 
tythe-prootor  in  Ireland,  and  met  on  a  dark  night 
in  a  narrow  road  by  a  dozen  white-boys,  or  peep- 
ofday  boys,  or  he^r|s  of  oak,  or  hearts  of  steel,  as 
an  exciseman  in  the  Alleghany  mountains,  met, 
in  a  lonely  road,  or  by-place,  by  a  backwoodsman, 
with  a  rifle  in  his  hand.  With  regard  to  Ireland, 
the  British  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  has  been 
obliged  to  reduce  the  excise  in  Ireland  on  distilled 
spirits,  to  comparatively  nothing  to  what  it  was 


formerly,  in  consequence  of  the  impossibility  of 
collecting  it  in  that  country.  Ireland  is,  not  to 
speak  with  statistical  accuracy,  about  the  size  of 
Pennsylvania,  containing  something  like  twenty- 
five  thousand  square  miles  of  territory,  with  a 
population  of  six  millions  of  inhabitants,  nearly 
as  great  a  number  as  the  whole  of  the  white  pop- 
ulation of  the  United  States;  with  a  standing 
army  of  20,000  men ;  with  another  standing  army, 
composed  of  all  those  classes  in  civ^l  lite,  who, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  that  armv,  keep 
the  wretched  people  in  subiection — under  ail  theae 
circumstances,  even  in  Ireland,  the  excise  cannot 
be  collected.  I  venture  to  say,  that  no  army  that 
the  earth  has  ever  seen — not  such  an  one  as  that 
of  Bonaparte,  which  marched  to  the  invasion  of 
Russia^— would  be  capable  of  collecting  an  excise 
in  this  country — ^notsuch  an  one  as  that  described, 
if  you  will  allow  me  to  give  some  delightful  po- 
etry in  exchange  for  very  wretched  prose,  as  Mil- 
ton has  described : 

•»8ach  forces  met  net,  nor  so  wide  a  camp. 
When  African,  with  all  his  northern  powers, 
Besieged  Albracca,  as  romaneeB  tell, 
The  city  of  Callipbrana,  from  whence  to  win 
The  frirest  of  her  sex,  Angelica, 
His  daughter,  sought  by  many  prowest  knights. 
Both  Paynim  and  the  Peers  of  Charlemagne." 
Not  such  a  force,  nor  even  the  troops  with  which 
he  compares  them,  which  were  no  less  than  "  the 
legion  nends  of  hell,"  could  collect  an  excise  here, 
ir any  officer  of  our  Government  were  to  take  the 
field  a  still-hunting,  as  they  call  it  in  Ireland, ' 
amons  our  Southern  or  Western  forests  and  moun- 
tains, I  should  like  to  see  the  throwing  off  the 
bounds.    I  have  still  enough  of  the  sportsman 
about  me,  that  I  should  like  to  see  the  breaking 
cover ;  and,  above  ail,  I  should  like  to  be  in  at  the 
death. 

And  what,  said  Mr.  R.,  are  we  now  about  to 
do?  For  what  was  the  Constitution  formed? 
To  drive  the  people  of  any  part  of  this  Union 
from  the  plough  to  the  distafi^?  Sir,  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  never  would  have  been 
formed,  and  if  formed,  would  have  been  scouted, 
ttfio  vcGCj  by  the  people,  if  viewed  as  a  means  for 
effecting  purposes  like  this.  The  Constitption 
waa  formed  for  external  purposes,  to  raise  armies 
and  navies,  and  to  lay  uniform  duties  on  imports, 
to  raise  a  revenue  to  defray  the  expenditure  for 
such  objects.  What  are  you  goinff  to  do  now  ? 
To  turn  the  Constitution  wrong  side  out;  to  aban- 
don foreign  commerce  and  exterior  relatione— I  am 
tonj  to  use  this  Frenchified  word— the  foreign 
affairs,  which  it  was  established  to  regulate,  and 
convert  it  into  a  municipal  a^nt,  to  carry  a  ays, 
tem  of  espionage  and  excise  into  every  log  house 
in  the  United  States.  We  went  to  war  with 
Qreat  Britain  for  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights ; 
we  made  a  treaty  of  peace  in  which  I  never  could, 
with  the  aid  of  my  glasses,  see  a  word  about  either 
the  one  or  the  other  of  these  objects  of  contention  $ 
we  are  now  determined  never  to  be  engaged  in 
another  for  such  purposes ;  for  we  are,  ourselves, 
putting  an  end  to  them.  And,  by  the  way  of 
comfort  in  this  stata  of  things,  we  have  been  told, 
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bf  the  doctor  as  well  as  by  the  apothecary,  that 
much  caonot  be  immedialelv  expected  from  this 
new  scheme ;  that  years  will  pass  away  before  its 
beneficial  effects  will  be  fully  realized.  And  to 
whom  is  this  tuld  1  To  the  consumptive  patient 
it  is  said — here  is  the  remedy;  perserere  in  it  ^ 
a  fev  yearsy  and  it  will  infallibly  core  yonr  dis- 
order; and  this  infallible  remedy  is  prescribed  for 
pulmonary  consumption,  which  is  an  opprobrium 
of  physicians,  and  has  reached  a  stage  that,  in  a 
few  months,  not  to  say  days,  must  inevitably  ter- 
minate the  existence  of  the  patient.  This  is  to  be 
done,  too,  on  the  plea  that  the  people  who  call  for 
this  measure  are  already  ruined.  I  will  do  any 
thing,  sir,  in  reason,  to  relieve  these  persons;  but 
I  can  never  a^ree,  because  they  are  ruined,  and 
we  are  half  rumed  only,  that  we  shall  be  entirely 
ruined,  for  the  contingent  possibility  of  their  re- 
lief. We  have  no  belief  in  this  new  theory — new. 
for  it  came  in  with  tne  French  revolution,  ana 
that  is  of  modern  date — of  the  transfusion  of  blood 
from  a  healthy  animal  to  a  sick  one:  and,  if  there 
is  to  be  such  a  transfusion  for  the  benefit  of  these 
ruined  persons  now,  we  refer  the  gentlemen  to 
bulls  and  goats  for  supplies  of  blood,  for  we 
should  be  the  veriest  asses  to  permit  them  to  draw 
our  own. 

We  are  told,  however,  that  we  have  nothing  to 
do  but  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the  public  debt 
for  a  few  years,  and  wait  for  an  accumulation  of 
wealth,  for  a  new  run  of  luck — 

**  Rusticns  expectat  dam  dellaet  omnis  el  ille 
^  Lsbitar  et  Ubitor  in  omne  volobilis  evam." 
This  postponement  of  the  public  debt  is  no  nov- 
elty. All  debts  are,  now-a-days,  as  old  Lilly 
bath  it,  in  the  future  in  n»,  ''about  to  be"  paid. 
We  have  gone  on  postponing  paying  the  national 
debt,  and  our  own  debts,  until  individual  credit 
is  at  an  end  ;  until  propertjr,  low  as  it  is  reduced 
in  price  by  our  fantastic  legislation,  can  no  longer 
be  bought  but  for  ready  money.  Here  is  one,  and 
there  the  other.  I  am  describing  a  state  of  so- 
ciety which  I  know  to  exist  in  a  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  which  I  hear,  with  concern,  does  exist 
in  a  greater  degree,  in  a  much  larger  portion  of 
the  country,  than  I  pretend  to  be  personally  ac- 
quaipted  with. 

In  /all  beneficial  changes  in  the  natural  world — 
and  the  sentiment  is  illustrated  by  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  effusions  of  imagination  and  genius  that 
I  ever  read — ^in  all  those  changes,  which  are  the 
work  of  an  all-wise,  all-seeing,  and  superintend- 
ing providence,  as  in  the  insensible  gradation  by 
which  the  infant  bud  expands  into  manhood,  and 
from  manhood  to  senility ;  or,  if  you  will,  to 
caducity  itself— you  find  nature  never  working 
but  by  gradual  and  imperceptible  changes ;  you 
cannot  see  the  object  move,  but  take  your  eye 
from  it  for  a  while,  and  like  the  index  of  that 
clock,  vou  can  see  that  it  has  moved.    The  old 

Sroverb  says,  Gk>d  works  good,  and  always  by 
egrees.  The  devil,  on  the  other  hand,  is  bent  on 
mischief,  and  always  in  a  hurry.  He  cannot  stay : 
his  object  is  mischief,  which  can  best  be  effected 
suddenly,  and  he  must  be  gone  to  work  elsewhere. 
But  we  have  the  comfort,  under  the  pressure  ol' 


this  measure,  that  at  least  do  force  is  exercised 
upon  us ;  we  are  not  obliged  to  buy  goods  of  for- 
eign manufacture.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  gentlemeo 
have  not  said  you  shall  not  send  your  tobacco  or 
cotton  abroad ;  but  they  have  said  the  same  thing, 
in  other  words ;  by  preventing  the  importation  ol 
the  returns  which  we  used  to  receive,  and  with- 
out which,  the  sale  or  exchange  of  our  produce  is 
impracticable,  they  say.  to  us,  you  shall  sell  only 
to  us,  and  we  will  give  you  what  we  please ;  yon 
shall  buy  only  t)f  us,  but  at  what  price  we  plesse 
to  ask.  But  no  force  is  used !  You  are  at  foil 
liberty  not  to  buy  or  to  sell.  Sir,  when  an  Eng- 
lish Judge  once  told  a  certain  curate  at  Brentford, 
that  the  court  of  chancery  was  open  equally  to 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  Home  Tooke  repued, 
"  SO)  my  lord,  is  the  London  Tavern."  Yoo  show 
a  blanket  or  a  warm  rug  to  a  wretch  that  is  shir- 
ering  with  cold,  and  tell  him  you  shall  get  one 
no  where  else,  but  yon  are  at  liberty  not  to  boy 
mine. 

No  Jew,  who  ever  tampered  with  the  necessi- 
ties of  a  profligate  young  heir,  lendinsr  him  moae^ 
at  an  usury  of  een t.  per  cenc,  ever  acted  more  psta^ 
nally  than  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  to  those  upon 
whom  it^  is  to  operate.  I  advise  vou,  young  man, for 
your  good,  says  the  usurer.  I  do  these  things  very 
reluctantly,  says  Moses — these  courses  will  lead 
you  to  ruin.  But,  nofiree — no  sir,  no  force  short  ai 
Russian  despotism,  shall  induce  me  to  purchase^ 
or,  knowiug  it,  to  use  any  article  from  tne  region 
of  country  which  attemps  to  cram  this  bill  down 
our  throats.  On  this,  we  of  the  South  are  re- 
solved, as  were  our  fathers  about  the  tea,  which 
they  refused  to  drink ;  for  this  b  the  same  old 
question  of  the  stamp  act  in  a  new  shape,  viz : 
whether  they,  who  have  no  common  feeling  with 
us,  shall  impose  on  us,  not  merely  a  burdensome 
but  a  ruinous  tax,  and  that,  by  way  of  experiment 
and  sport.  And  I  say  again,  if  we  are  to  submit 
to  such  usurpations,  give  me  GkK>rge  Grenrille, 
give  me  Lord  North  for  a  master.  It  is  in  this 
point  of  view  that  I  most  deprecate  the  bill.  Ifi 
said  Mr.  R..  from  the  language  I  have  used,  any 
gentleman  shall  believe  I  am  not  as  much  atueh- 
ed  to  this  Union  as  any  one  on  this  floor,  be  will 
labor  under  great  mistake.  But  there  is  no  magic 
in  this  word  umon.    I  value  it  as  the  means  of 

g reserving  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  the  people. 
larriage  itself  is  a  good  thing,  but  the  marriages 
of  Mezentius  were  not  so  esteemed.  The  mar- 
riage of  Sinbad,  the  sailor,  with  the  corse  of  bis 
deceased  wife,  was  an  union,  and  just  such  an 
union  will  this  be,  if,  by  a  bare  majority  in  both 
Houses,  this  bill  Shall  b^ome  a  law.  And,  I  ask, 
sir,  whether  it  will  redound  to  the  honor  of  this 
House,  if  this  bill  should  pass,  that  the  people 
should  owe  their  escape  to  the  act  of  any  others 
rather  than  to  os)  Shall  we,  when  even  the 
British  Parliament  are  taking  off  taxes  by  whoie- 
sale— when  all  the  assessed  uxes  are  diminished 
fifty  per  cent.^ — when  the  tax  on  salt  is  redaced 
seven-eighths,  with  a  pledge  that  the  remainder 
shall  come  off,  and  the  whole  would  have  been 
repealed,  but  that  it  was  kept  on  as  a  salvo  for 
the  wounded  pride  of  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  £x- 
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ebeqoer,*  who,  when  asked — wl>y  keep  on  this 
odious  tax,  which  brin^  bat  a  paltry  hundred 
aad  fifty  thotnand  per  aoDum  ?  answered,  by  sub- 
terfuge and  evasion,  as  I  have  heard  done  in  this 
House,  and  drew  back  upon  his  resources,  his  ma- 
jority-lJiow  will  it  answer  for  the  people  to  look 
op  for  their  escape  from  oppression,  not  to  their 
immediate  RepresentatiTes,  out  to  the  Represent- 
atiTes  of  the  States,  or,  possibly,  to  the  Execu- 
tire?  And,  permit  me  here  to  say,  and  I  say  it 
freely,  because  it  is  true,  that  I  join  as  heartily  as 
soy  man,  in  reprehending  <<  the  cold,  ambigtious 
support  of  theKxectttiiEe  GoTemment  to  this  bill." 
I  do  not  use  my  own  words;  I  deprecate  as  much  as 
any  member  of  this  House  can  do,  that  the  Execu- 
tire  of  this  oonntry  should  lend  to  this  bill,  or  to 
say  other  bill,  a  cold  and  ambiguous  support,  or 
rapport  of  any  sort,  until  it  come  before  him  in  the 
shape  of  a  Uw,  unless  it  be  a  measure  which  he. 
in  bis  Constitutional  capacity,  may  have  invitea 
Congress  to  pass.  I  may  be  pjerroitted  to  say,  and 
1  will  say,  that,  in  case  this  bill  should  be  unhap- 
pily presented  to  him  for  his  signature,  and  as  an 
allusion  has  been  made  to  him  in  debate,  I  ore- 
lome  I  may  repeat  it, — I  hope  he  will  recollect 
bow  much  the  countrv  that  gave  him  birth  has 
doae  for  him,  and  the  little,  not  to  say  worae  than 
ootfainff,  that,  during  his  administration  he  has 
done  for  her.  I  hope,  sir,  he  will  scout  the  bill 
as  contrary  to  the  genius  of  our  Qovernment,  to 
the  whole  spirit  and  letter  of  our  confederation — 
I  say  of  our  confederation — ^Blessed  be  God,  it  is 
a  eoofedention,  and  that  it  contains  within  itself 
the  redeeming  power  which  has  more  than  once 
been  exercised — and  that  it  contains  within  itself 
the  seeds  of  preservation,  if  not  of  this  Union,  at 
least  of  the  individual  Commonwealths  of  which 
it  i$  composed. 

But,  sir,  not  satisfied  with  an  appeal  to  the  ex- 
ample of  Qreat  Britain,  whom  we  have  been  con- 
tent hitherto  very  seduoosly  to  censure  and  to  imi- 
tate—as  I  once  heard  a  person  say  that  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  persons  of  a  peculiar  char- 
icter  to  be  extremely  vehement  of  censure  of  the 
very  rice  of  which  they  are  themselves  guilty — 
the  example  of  Russia  has  been  introduced,  the 
very  last,  I  should  suppose,  that  would  be  brought 
into  this  Hoose  en  this  or  an^  other  question.  A 
gentleman  frcmi  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Poimbbtt,) 
whose  intelligence  and  information  I  very  much 


*  It  is  A  sabject  of  mueh  regret  to  me,  that,  at 
this  tine,  I  had  not  had  the  benefit  of  the  very  able 
speech  of  his  successor  in  office,  (Mr.  Robinson,) 
which  reached  the  United  States  a  few  days  after. 
It  oQght  to  be  reprinted  in  every  leading  paper  in  the 
Union.  With  the  good  sense,  liberality,  manliness, 
snd  good  faith,  which  characterize  the  whole  speech, 
be  states  that  Government  is  pledged  to  the  abolition 
of  the  email  remnant  of  the  salt  tax ;  and,  if  insisted 
on  by  the  Opposition,  the  pledge  shall  be  redeemed. 
He  sugge«ts,  however,  the  policy  of  sobstituttng  some 
other  reduction  in  lieu  of  the  small  tax  now  payable 
so  salt,  which  he  eonoeives  to  be  as  little  bnrdensome, 
St  its  present  reduced  rate,  as  any  other,  and  more 
cssy  of  coUeettoo. 
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respect,  but  the  feebleness  of  whose  voice  does  not 
permit  him  to  be  heard  as  distinctly' as  could  be 
wished,  remarked  the  other  day,  and,  having  it  on 
my  notej,  I  will,  with  his  leave,  repeat  it — Russia 
is  cursed  with  a  paper  money,  which,  in  point  of 
depreciation  and  its  consequent  embarrassment  to 
her,  can  boast  of  no  advantage,  I  believe,  even 
over  that  of  that  of  Kentucky — so  cursed,  that  it 
is  impossible,  until  her  circulation  is  restored  to  a 
heathful  state,  she  can  ever  take  her  station  as  a 
commercial  or  manufacturing  nation,  to  any  ex- 
tent. Nay,  more,  Russia,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  of  her  provinces,  consists,  like  the  mterior  of 
America,  or  a  vast  inland  continent,  desolated  and 
deformed  bv  prairies,  or  steppes,  as  they  are  there 
called,  inhabited  by  a  sparse  population ;  and.  as 
an  appeal  has  been  maae  to  experience,  said  Mr. 
R.,  I  ask  any  gentleman  to  show  me  an  instance 
of  any  country  under  the  sun  that  has,  under  these 
circumstances,  taken  a  stand  as  a  manufacturing 
or  great  commercial  nation.  These  great  riveia 
and  inland  seas  cut  a  mighty  figure  on  the  map, 
but,  when  you  come  to  consider  of  capacities  for 
foreign  commerce,  how  unlike  the  insular  situa- 
tion of  Great  Britain,  or  the  peninsular  situation 
of  almost  the  whole  continent  of  Europe — sur- 
rounded or  penetrated  as  it  is  by  inland  seas  and 
gulfs!  May  I  be  pardoned  for  adverting  to  the 
fact — I  know  that  comparisons  are  extremely  odi- 
ous—4hat.  when  we  look  to  Salem  and  Boston,  to 
parts  of  tne  country  where  skill,  and  capital,  and 
industry,  notoriously  exist,  we  ind  opposition  to 
this  bill ;  and  that,  when  we  look  to  countries 
which  could  sooner  build  one  hundred  pyramids, 
such  as  that  of  Cheops,  than  manufacture  one 
cambric  needle^  or  a  paper  of  White  Chapel  pins, 
or  a  watch-spring,  we  hear  a  clamor  about  this 
system  for  the  protection  of  manufactures.  The 
merchants  and  manufacturers  of  Massac husetts^ 
New  Hampshire,  the  Province  of  Maine,  and  Sa- 
gadahock  repel  this  bill,  whilst  men  in  hunting 
shirts,  with  deer-skin  leggings  and  moccasins  on 
their  feet,  want  protection  for  manufactures — men 
with  rifles  on  tneir  shoulders,  and  long  knives  in 
their  belts,  seeking  in  the  forests  to  lay  in  their 
next  Winter's  supply  of  bearmeat.  But  it  is  not 
there  alone  the  cry  is  heard.  It  is  at  Baltimore- 
decayed,  deserted  Baltimore,  whose  exports  have 
more  than  one-half  decreaseo,  whilst  those  of  Bos- 
ton have  four  times  increased — it  is  decayed  and 
deserted  Baltimore  that  comes  here  and  asks  us 
for  the  protection  of  those  interests  which  have 
grown  up  during  the  late  war — ^privateering  among 
the  number,  I  presume.  Philadelphia,  too,  in  a 
state  of  atrophy,  asks  for  the  measure — Philadel- 

Ehia,  who  never  can,  pass  what  bill  you  please, 
ave  a  foreign  trade  to  any  great  amount,  or  be- 
come-a  great  manufacturing  town,  for  which  she 
wants  all  the  elements  of  climate,  coal,  and  capi- 
tal— this  city,  now  over  built,  swoln  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  the  integument,  and  utterly  destitute  of 
force  or  weight  in  the  Union,  wants  this  bill  for 
the  protection  of  the  domestic  industry  of  her  free 
blitcks,  I  presume.  New  York,  too,  is  now  willing 
to  build  up  Montreal  and  Quebec  at  her  expense — 
to  convert  the  Hudson  into  a  theatre  for  rival  dispu- 
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iaots  about  steamboats  in  the  courts  below  stain, 
and  for  them,  and  such  as  them,  with  a  coasting 
license,  to  ply  upon.  The  true  remedy,  and  the 
only  one,  for  the  iron  manufacturer  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, who  has  nothing  but  iron  to  sell,  and  that, 
they  tell  us,  is  worth  nothing,  would  be  to  lay  on 
the  table  of  this  House  a  declaration  of  war  in 
blank,  and  then  ^  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  see  what  nation  in  the  world  it  would  be  most 
ooovenient  to  go  to  war  with — ^for,  fill  the  blank 
with  the  name  of  what  Power  tou  please,  it  must 
be  a  sovereign  State,  and,  thou^n  it  bare  not  a  sea- 
man or  a  vessel  in  the  world,  its  commissions  are 
as  good  and  valid  in  an  admiralty  court,  as  those 
of  the  Lord  Hi^h  Admiral  of  Great  BriUin.  In 
this  way  you  will  put  our  furnaces  in  blast,  and 
your  paper  mills  into  full  operation ;  and  many, 
very  many,  who,  during  the  last  war,  transported 
flour  on  horsebaek  for  the  supply  of  your  army,  at 
the  cost  of  an  hundred  dollars  per  barrel,  and  who 
have  since  transported  provisions  in  steamboats  up 
and  down  the  Missouri  river-^very  many  such  in- 
dividuals would  thus  be  taken  out  of  the  very  jaws 
of  bankruptcy  and  lifted  up  to  opulence,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  that  people,  at  whose  expense,  also,  you 
are  now  about  to  enable  these  iron  manufacturers 
lo  fill  their  pockets.  New  Bngland  does  not  want 
this  bill.  Connecticut,  indenl,  molasses  having 
been  thrown  overboard  to  lighten  the  ship,  votes 
for  this  bill.  A  word  in  the  ear  of  the  land  of 
steady  -habits — I  voted  against  that  tax,  on  the 
piqciple,  which  has  always  directed  my  public 
life,  not  to  compromise  my  opinions-^not  to  do 
evil  that  good  may  come  of  it — let  me  tell  the  land 
of  steady  habito,  that,  after  this  bill  shall  be  fairly 
off  the  :»hore ;  after  we  shall  have  cleared  decks  and 
made  ready  for  action  again ;  after  she  shall  have 
imposed  on  me  the  onerous  burden  of  this  bill,  she 
shall  have  the  benefit  of  my  vote  to  put  on  again 
this  duly  on  molasses— not  at  this  day — ^this  is  not 
the  last  tariff  measure;  for,  in  less  than  five  years, 
I  would,  if  I  were  a  betting  man,  vrager  any  odds 
that  we  have  another  tariff  proposition,  worse  by 
far  than  that  amendments  to  which  ^ntlemen 
had  strangled  yesterday  by  the  bow-stnng  of  the 
previous  question.  Fair  dealing  leads  to  safe  coun- 
aels  and  safe  issues.  There  is  a  certain  left-handed 
wisdom,  that  often  overreaches  its  own  objects, 
which  grasps  at  the  shadow  and  lets  go  the  sub- 
stance. We  shall  not  only  have  this  duty  on  mo* 
lasses,  I  can  tell  the  gentlemen  from  Connecticut, 
but  we  shall  have,  moreover,  an  additional  bountv 
on  intoxication  by  whiskey,  in  the  shape  of  an  ad- 
ditional duty  on  toreign  distilled  spirits. 

The  ancient  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  one 
of  whose  unworthy  sons,  and  more  unworthy  rep* 
resentatives^  I  am,  said  Mr.  R.,  must  now  begin 
to  open  her  eyes  to  the  fatal  policy  which  she  has 

Sursued  for  the  last  forty  years.  I  have  not  a 
oubt,  that  they  who  were  the  agents  for  transfer- 
ring her  vast,  and  boundless,  and  fertile  country 
to  the  United  States,  with  an  express  stipulation, 
in  effect,  that  not  an  acre  of  it  should  ever  inure 
to  the  benefit  of  any  man  from  Virginia,  were  as 
respectable,  and  kind  hearted,  and  hospitable,  and 
polished,  and  guileless  Virginia  gentlemen,  as 


ever  were  cheated  out  of  their  estates  by  their 
overseers ;  men  who,  so  long  as  they  eoald  cob- 
mand  the  means,  by  sale  of  their  last  acre,  or  isit 
negro,  would  have  a  good  dinner,  and  gife  a 
hearty  welcome  to  wbomsoerer  ehoee  to  dn»  in, 
to  eat,  friend  or  stranger,  bidden  or  unbiddeQ. 
What  will  be  the  effect  of  this  bill  on  the  Soath- 
em  States  1  The  effect  of  this  policy  is,  what  1 
shudder  to  look  at ;  the  more,  oecause  tke  oeit 
census  is  held  up  in  tarartm  over  us.  Wean 
told,  you  had  better  consent  to  ikU — we  are  not 
threatened  exactly  with  General  €kge  aod  the 
Boston  Port  bill--hut  we  are  told  by  genilemeB, 
we  shall,  after  the  next  census,  so  saddle,  and 
bridle,  and  mariinffole  you,  that  you  will  be  easily 
regulated  by  any  bit,  or  whip,  however  severe,  or 
spurs,  however  rank,  of  domestic  OMDufiietafc, 
that  we  choose  to  use.  But  this  argumeot,  sir, 
has  no  weight  in  it  with  me.  I  do  not  choose  to 
be  robbed  now,  because,  after  I  am  once  robbed, 
it  will  become  easier  to  rob  me  again.  Obtta  pm^ 
c^ptit,  is  my  maxim — because  every  act  of  eiteo* 
sion  of  the  system  operates  in  a  two-fold  way,  de* 
oreasing  the  strength  and  means  of  the  robbee, 
and  increasing  those  of  the  robber.  This  b  as 
true  as  any  proposition  in  mathematics.  Qeutle- 
men  need  not  tell  us.  we  had  better  give  in  at 
once.  No,  sir,  we  shall  not  give  in  ;  no,  we  shall 
hold  out^->we  shall  not  give  in.  We  do  not  mean 
to  be  threatened  out  of  our  rights  by  the  menace 
of  another  census.  We  are  aware  of  our  foUf, 
and  it  is  our  business  to  provide  against  the  con- 
sequences of  it,  but  not  in  this  wav.  When  1  re* 
collect,  that  the  tariff  of  1616  was  followed  bf 
that  of  18ia-^,  and  that  by  this  measure  of 
1823-'24, 1  cannot  believe  that  we  are,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  long  to  be  exempt  from  the  demands  of 
those  sturdy  beggars,  who  will  take  no  denial. 
Everv  concession  does  but  render  every  fresh  de- 
mand and  new  concession  more  easv.  It  is  like 
those  dastard  nations  who  vainly  think  to  hoy 
peace.  When  I  look  baok  to  what  the  ooontry  of 
which  I  am  a  representative  was,  and  when  1  see 
what  it  is— when  I  recollect  the  exprenion  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  applied  to  Virginia,  "that great 
and  unterrified  colony,"  which  he  was  about  to 
enter,  not  without  some  misgivings  of  his  mind  as 
to  the  result  of  the  invasion — ^when  I  compare 
what  she  was  when  this  House  of  Representaures 
first  assembled  in  the  city  of  New  York,  aod  what 
she  now  is,  I  know,  by  the  disastrous  contrast, 
that  her  councils  have  not  been  coverned  by  states- 
men. They  might  be  admirable  professors  of  t 
university,  powerful  dialecticians  ex  cotAsdro,  bat 
no  sound  counsels  of  wise  statesmen  could  ^^^ 
lead  to  such  practical  ill  results  as  are  exbibited 
by  a  comparison  of  the  past  and  present  cooditioa 
of  the  ancient  colonv  and  dominion  of  Virginia. 
In  the  course  of  this  discussion,  said  Mr.  Rn  1 
have  heard,  I  will  not  say  with  surprise,  because 
nil  admirari  is.  my  motto— -ivp  doctrine  that  can 
be  broached  on  this  floor  can  ever,  hereafter,  ex- 
cite surprise  in  my  mind — I  have  heard  the  names 
of  Say,  Oanilh,  Adam  Smith,  and  Ricardo,  pro- 
nounced, not  only  in  terms,  but  in  a  tone,  of  sneer- 
ing contempt,  as  visionary  theorists,  destimte  of 
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pnietieal  wiadoai,  and  the  whole  ckn  of  Seo(«h 
and  Qiwrterly  reviewers  lugged  ia  to  boot.  This, 
sir,  13  a  swe«>ing  ckiise  of  proscriptioQ.  With 
the  names  of  Saf ,  Smith,  and  Qanilb,  I  profess 
to  be  aequainted,  for  I  too,  am  versed  in  tUUpoffea, 
bat  I  did  not  expect  to  hear,  in  this  Uoase,  a  name, 
with  which  I  am  a  little  further  acquainted, 
treated  with  so  little  ceremony,  and  by  whom  ?  I 
leare  Adam  Smith  to  the  simplicity^  and  majesty, 
and  strength  of  his  own  nmtive  ffeniiis  which  has 
canonized  his  name — a  name  which  will  be  pro- 
nounced with  veneration,  when  not  one  name  ia 
this  House  will  be  remembered.  But,  one  word 
as  to  Ricardoy  the  last  mentioned  of  those  writers 
—a  new  authority,  though  the  mrave  has  already 
closed  upon  htm,  and  set  its  seal  upon  his  reputar 
tioD.  I  shall  speak  of  him  in  the  language  of  a 
man  of  as  great  a  geaius  as  this,  or  perhaps  any, 
age  has  ever  produced — a  man  remarkable  for  the 
depth  of  his  reflections  and  the  acumen  of  his  pen- 
etration. ''  I  had  been  led,"  says  this  man,  **  to 
'  look  into  loads  of  books-«-my  understanding  had 

*  for  too  many  years  been  intimate  with  severe 
'  thinkers,  with  logic,  and  the  great  masters  of 
^  knowledge,  not  to  be  aware  ot  the  utter  feeble- 
'  oess  of  the  herd  of  modern  economists.  I  some* 

*  times  read  chapters  from  more  recent  works,  or 


am  very  glad,  sir,  he  did  not  read  owr  debate. 
What  would  he  have  said  of  ours  7]  "At  length 
'  a  friend  sent  me  Mr.  Ricardo's  book,  and  recur- 

*  ring  to  my  own  prophetic  anticipation  of  the  ad- 
^  vent  of  some  legislator  on  this  science,  I  said, 
'  Thou  art  the  man.  Wonder  and  curiosity  had 
Mong  been  dead  in  me;  yet  I  wondered  once 
'  more.  Had  this  nrofoond  work  been  really  writ- 
'  tea  in  England  during  the  19th  century  7  Could 
'  it  be  that  an  Englishman,  and  he  not  in  academic 
^  bowers,  but  oppressed  by  mercantile  and  sensr 
'  toriai  cares,  had  accomplished  what  all  the  uni- 

*  versities  and  a  century  of  thought  had  failed  to 

*  advance  by  oae  hair's  breadth  ?  All  other  writers 

*  had  been  crushed  and  ^overlaid  by  the  enormous 
'  weight  of  facts  and  documents ;  Mr.  Ricardo 

*  had  deduced,  a  priori^  from  *  the  understanding 
^  itself,  laws  which  first  gave  a  ray  of  light  into 
^  the  unwieldy  chaos  of  materials,  and  had  eon- 
'  straeted  what  had  been  but  a  collection  of  tenti- 
'  tive  diseossioiis,  into  a  science  of  regular  |>ro- 
'  portions,  now  first  standing  on  an  eternal  basis." 

I  prooouoce  no  opinion  q£  my  own,  said* Mr. 
R*,  on  Ricardo;  I  recur  rather  to  the  opinion  of 
a  man,  inferior  in  point  of  original  and  native 
genius,  and  that  highly  cultivated^  too,  to  none 
of  the  modems,  and  few  of  the  ancients.  Upon 
this  subject,  what  shall  we  say  to  the  following 
fact?  Butler,  who  is  known  to  gentlemen  of  the 
profession  of  the  law,  as  the  annotator,  with  Har- 
grave,  on  Lord  Coke,  speaking  with  Fox  as  to 
political  economy — that  most  extraordinary  man, 
ttoiiraJled  for  his  powers  of  debate,  excelled  by 
00  man  that  ever  lived,  or  probably  ever  will  live. 
as  a  public  debater,  and  of  the  deepest  of  political 
eraditioo,  fairly  confessed  that  he  luul  never  read 


Adam  Smith.  Butler  said  to  Mr*  Fox  <<  that  he 
'had  never  read  Adam  Smith's  work  on  the 
<  Wealth  of  Nations."  «<  To  tell  you  the  truth," 
'  replied  Mr.  Fox,  *^  nor  I  neither.  There  is  some- 
'  thmg  in  all  these  subjects  that  passes  my  com- 
'prehensions—something  so  wide  that  I  could 
*  never  emhrace  them  myself,  or  find  any  one 
'  who  did."  And  yet  we  see  how  we,  with  our 
little  dividers,  undertake  to  lay  off  the  scale,  and 
with  our  pack-thread  to  take  the  soundings,  and 
speak  with  a  confidence  peculiar  to  quacks  (in 
which  the  regular  bred  professor  neret  indulges) 
on  this  abstruse  and  perplexing  subject.  Confi- 
dence is  one  thing,  knowledge  another;  of  the 
want  of  which,  overweening  confidence  is  noto- 
riously the  indication.  What  of  that  ?  Let  Cia- 
nilh,  Say,  Ricardo,  Smith — ail  Greek  and  Roman 
fame  be  aeainst  us*— we  appeal  to  Dionysius  ia 
support  01  our  doctrines;  and  to  him  not  on  the 
throne  of  Syracuse  but  at  Corinth — ^not  in  abso- 
lute possession  of  that  most  wonderful  and  enig- 
matical city,  as  difficcdt  to  comprehend  as  the 
abstrusest  problem  of  political  economy,  which 
furnished  not  only  the  means  but  the  men  for 
supporting  the  greatest  wars — a  kingdom  within 
itself,  under  whose  ascendant  the  genius  of  Athens, 
in  her  most  high  and  palmy  state,  quailed,  anu 
stood  rebuked.  No ;  we  follow  the  pedagogue  to 
the  schools^— dictating  in  the  classic  shades  of 
lj(Maww>d-^lwmaanonluomdo) — ^to  his  disciples, 
we  have  neen  told  that  the  economists  are 
right  in  theory  and  wrong  in  practice ;  which  is 
as  much  as  to  say,  that  two  bodies  occupy  at  the 
same  time  the  same  space ;  lor  it  is  equally  im- 
pmcticable  to  be  right  in  theorjr  and  wrong  in 
praotice.  It  is  easy  to  be  wrong  in  practice ;  bat 
tf  our  practice  corresponds  with  our  theory,  it  is 
a  solecism  to  say  thai  we  can  be  right  in  the  one 
and  wron^  in  the  other.  As  for  Alexander  and 
Cssar,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  have  as  little  respect  for 
their  memory  as  is  consistent  with  that  mvolua^ 
tary  homage  which  all  must  pay  to  men  of  their 
prowess  and  abilities ;  and  it  Alexander  had  suf- 
fered himself  to  be  led  by  the  nose  out  of  Baby- 
lon and  banished  to  Sinope,  or  if  Cassar  had  suf- 
fered himself  to  be  deprived  of  his  imperial  sway, 
not  by  the  dagger  of  the  assassin,  but  by  his  own 
slavish  fears,  I  should  have  as  little  respect  for 
their  memory  as  for  that  of  him  whose  example 
has  on  this  occasion  been  held  up  to  us  for  admi- 
ration. Speaking  of  that  man  who  has  kept  me 
awake  uigbt  after  night,  and  has  been  to  me  aa 
incubus  by  day,  for  fear  of  the  vastness  of  his  de- 
signs, I  cannot  conceive  of  a  spectacle  so  pitiful, 
so  despicable,  as  that  man,  under  those  circum- 
stances ;  and  if  the  work  dictated  by  him  at  St. 
Helena  be  read  with  the  slightest  attention,  no 
forsworn  witness  at  the  Old  Bailey  was  ever  de- 
tected in  so  many  contradictions  as  he  has  been 
ffuilty  of.  No,  sir,  the  Jupiter  from  whose  re- 
luctant hand  the  thunderbolt  is  wrung,  is  not  the 
one  at  whose  shrine  I  worship — ^not  that  I  think 
that  the  true  Amphitryon  is  always  him  with 
whom  we  dine — he  is  not  the  political  economist 
who  is  to  take  place  of  Smith  and  Ricardo.  Witt 
any  man  make  me  believe  that  he  understood  the 
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theory  or  the  prtctioe  of  political  economy  better 
thaa  these  meo,  or  than  Charles  Fox  1  Impossi- 
ble. When  I  recollect  what  that  man  might  have 
done  for  liberty,  and  what  he  did ;  when  I  recol- 
lect that  to  him  we  owe  this  Holy  Alliance—- this 
fear  All  power  of  Russia — of  Russia,  wbere  I  should 
advise  persons  to  go  who  desired  to  be  instructed 
in  petty  treason  by  the  murder  of  a  husband,  or 
in  parricide  by  the  murder  of  a  father,  but  from 
whom  I  should  never  think  of  taking  a  lesson  in 
political  economy — to  whom  I  would  say,  rather, 
pay  your  debts,  not  in  depreciated  paper ;  do  not 
commit  daily  acts  of  bankruptcy;  restore  your 
currency ;  practise  on  the  principles  of  liberality 
and  justice,  and  then  I  will  listen  to  you.  No, 
sir,  Russia  may,  if  she  pleases,  not  only  lay  heavy 
duties  on  imports;  she  may  prohibit  tbem  if  she 
pleases;  sfta  has  nothing  to  export  but  what  some 
other  inland  countries  have,  political  power — 
physical,  to  be  sure,  as  well  as  intellectual  power — 
but  she  does  not  even  dare  to  attack  the  Turk ; 
she  cannot  stir ;  she  is  something  like  some  of  our 
interior  people  of  the  South,  who  have  plenty  of 
land,  plenty  of  serfi«,  smoke-houses  filled  with 
meat,  and  very  fine  horses  to  ride,  but  who,  when 
they  go  abroad,  have  not  one  shilling  to  bless 
them^lves  with ;  and  so  long  as  she  is  at  peace, 
and  does  not  trouble  the  rest  of  the  world,  so  long 
ahe  may  be  suffered  to  remain ;  but,  if  she  should 
continue  to  act  hereafter  as  she  has  done  hereto- 
fore, it  will  be  the  interest  of  the  civilized  world 
to  procure  her  dismemberment,  perfae atU  ntfaa, 

fiut  it  is  said  a  measure  of  this  sort  is  necessary 
to  create  employment  for  the  people.  Why,  sir, 
where  are  the  handles  of  the  plough  ?  Are  ihey 
unfit  for  y<mtt(f  ffentUmen  to  touch  7  Or  will  they 
rather  choose  to  enter  your  military  academies, 
where  the  sons  of  the  rich  are  educated  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  poor,  and  where  so  many  political 
Janissaries  are  every  year  turned  out,  always  ready 
for  war,  and  to  support  tbe  powers  that  be^--equal 
to  the  Strelitxes  of  Moscow  or  St.  Petersburg  ?  I 
do  not  speak  now  of  individuals,  of  course,  but  of 
the  tendency  of  the  system — the  hounds  follow 
the  huntsman  because  he  feeds  them,  and  bears 
the  whip.  I  speak  of  the  system.  I  concur  most 
heartily,  sir,  in  the  censure  which  has  been  passed 
upon  the  greediness  of  office,  which  stands  a  stig- 
ma on  the  present  generation. '  Men  from  whom 
we  might  expect,  and  from  whom  I  did  expect 
better  things,  crowd  the  ante-chamber  of  the  pal- 
ace, for  every  vacant  office ;  nay,  even  before  men 
are  dead,  their  shoes  are  wanted  for  some  bare- 
footed office-seeker.  How  mistaken  was  the  old 
Roman,  the  old  Consul,  who,  whilst  he  held  the 
plough  by  one  hand,  and  death  held  the  other, 
exclaimed,  "  DiU  imnwrtalUms  aero  /" 

Our  fathers,  how  did  they  acquire  their  proper- 
ty ?  By  straightforward  industry,  rectitude,  and 
frugality.  How  did  they  become  dispossessed  of 
their  property  ?  By  indulging  in  speculative  hopes 
and  designs,  seeking  the  shadow  whilst  they  lost 
the  substance ;  and  now,  instead  of  being,  as  they 
were,  men  of  respectability,  men  of  substance, 
men  capable  and  willing  to  live  independently 
and  honestly,  and  hospitably  too — ^for  who  so  par- 


simonious as  the  prodigal  who  has  nothing  to 
girel  What  have  we  bcoome?  A  nation  of 
sharks,  preying  on  one  another  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  this  paper  system,  which,  if  Ly- 
curgus  bad  known  of  it,  he  would  unquestionably 
have  adopted,  in  preference  to  his  iron  money,  if 
his  object  had  been  to  make  the  Spartans  the 
most  accomplished  knaves,  as  well  as  to  keep 
them  poor. 

We  are  told  that  this  is  a  curious  Constitntioa 
of  ours :  it  is  made  for  foreigners  and  not  for  oar- 
selves-^for  the  protection  of  foreign,  and  not  of 
American  industry.  Sir,  this  it  a  curious  Consti- 
tution of  ours,  said  Mr.  R. ;  and  if  I  were  disposed 
to  deny  it,  I  could  not  succeed.  It  is  an  an<»naly 
in  itselfl  It  is  that  supposed  impossibility  of  aU 
writers,  from  Aristotle  to  tbe  iirnent  day^  an  m^ 
penum  in  imperio.  Nothing  like  it  ever  did  exist, 
or  possibly  ever  will,  under  similar  circamstaoccsL 
It  IS  a  Constitution  consisting  of  confedeiated 
bodies,  for  certain  exterior  purposes,  and,  also,  for 
some  interior  purposes,  but  leaving  to  the  State 
authorities,  among  a  great  many  powers,  the  very 
one  which  we  now  propose  to  exercise :  lor,  if  we 
were  now  passing  a  rsotmte  &tfl— a  bill,  the  object 
of  which  were  to  raise  revenue — however  much  I 
should  deny  the  policy,  and  however  I  cooid  de» 
monstrate  the  futility  of  the  plan,  I  still  should 
deem  it  to  be  a  Constitutional  DiU^--a  bill  passed 
to  carry,  bona  fide,  into  effect,  a  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  hot  a  bill  passed  with  short-sighted 
views.    But  this  is  no  such  bill.    It  »a  bill,  under 

J  pretence  of  regulating  commerce,  to  take  money 
rom  the  pockets  of  a  very  large,  and,  I  thank 
Gk>d,  contiguous  territory,  and  to  put  it  into  other 
pockets.  One  word,  :fir,  on  that  point ;  I  can  as- 
sure the  gendemen  whose  appeutes  are  so  keenlj 
whetted  for  our  money — I  trust,  at  least,  that  if  this 
bill  passes,  there  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  members 
opposed  to  it,  and  a  general  and  consentaneous 
resistance  to  its  operation  throughout  the  whole 
Southern  country — and  we  shall  make  it  by  law- 
ful means;  quant  d  nous,  the  law  will  be  a  dead 
letter.  It  shall  be  to  me,  at  least,  as  innocuous  as 
the  pill  of  the  enipyric,  which  I  am  determiaed 
not  to  swallow.  The  manufacturer  of  the  East 
may  carry  his  woollens,  or  his  cottons,  or  his  cof- 
fins, to  what  market  he  pleases-^I  do  not  boy  of 
him.  Self  defence  is  the  first  law  of  nature.  Yon 
drive  us  into  it.  You  create  heats  and  animosi- 
ties amongst  this  great  family,  who  ought  to  live 
like  brothers  ;  and,  after  you  have  got  this  temper 
of  mind  roused  among  the  Southern  people,  do 
you  expect  to  come  among  us  to  trade,  and  expect 
us  to  buy  your  wares  ?  Sir,  not  only  shall  we 
not  buy  them,  but  we  shall  take  such  measures  (I 
will  not  enter  into  the  detail  of  them  now,)  as 
shall  render  it  impossible  for  you  to  sell  them. 
Whatever  may  be  said  here,  of  the  ^  misguided 
counsels,'^  as  they  have  been  termed,  ''  of  the  the- 
orists of  Virginia,"  they  have,  so  far  as  regards 
this  question,  tbe  confidence  of  united  Virginia. 
We  are  asked— does  the  South  lose  any  thing  by 
this  bill — why  do  you  cry  out  ?  I  put  it,  sir,  to 
any  man,  from  any  part  of  the  country,  from  the 
Qulf  of  Mexico,  from  the  Balize,  to  tne  Eastern 
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shore  of  Maryland — ^wbicfa,  I  thank  heaven,  is  not 
yet  under  the  goremment  of  Baltimore,  and  will 
not  be,  unless  certain  theories  should  come  into 
piay  in  that  State,  which  we  hare  lately  heard 
of,  and  a  majority  of  men,  told  by  the  head,  should 
govern — ^whether  the  whole  country,  between  the 
points  I  have  named,  is  not  unanimous  in  opposi* 
tion  to  this  biiil  Would  it  not  be  aaexampled, 
that  we  should  thus  complain,  protest,  resist,  and 
that  all  the  while  nothing  should  be  the  matter? 
Are  our  anderslandings  ^however  low  mine  may 
be  rated,  mocli  sounder  than  mine  are  engaged  in 
this  resistance,)  to  be  rated  so  low  as  that  we  are 
to  be  made  to  believe  that  we  are  children  af- 
frighted by  a  bogbear  1  We  are  asked,  however, 
why  do  yoa  cry  oat  1 — it  is  all  for  yoar  good.  Sir, 
this  reminds  it^e  of  the  mistresses  of  Gkorge  II. 
who,  when  they  were  insulted  by  the  populace  on 
arriving  in  London,  fas  all  such  creatures  deserve 
to  be,  by  every  mob,)  pat  their  heads  out  of  the 
window,  and  said  to  them,  in  their  broken  Eng- 
lish, "  Gk)ot  people,  we  be  come  for  your  goots ;" 
to  which  one  of  the  mob  rejoined  ''Yes,  and  for 
oar  chattels  too,  I  fancy."  Just  so  it  is  with  the 
oppressive  exactions  proposed  and  advocated  by 
the  supporters  of  this  bill,  on  the  plea  of  the  good 
of  those  who  are  its  victims. 

There  is  not  a  member  of  this  House,  said  Mr. 
R.,  more  deeply  penetrated  than  the  one  who  is 
endeavoring  to  address  you,  with  the  inadequate 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the  task  Im- 
posed upon  him — in  this  instance,  he  will  say,  on 
Lis  part,  most  reluctantly.  But,  as  I  have  been  all 
my  ixie  a  smatterer  in  history,  I  cannot  fail  to  be 
struck  with  the  fitness  of  the  comparison  insti- 
toted  by  a  historian  of  this  country  with  the  Ro- 
xoan  republic,  just  as  it  was  in  a  stfite  of  prepara- 
tion for  a  master. 

"  Sed,  post  quam  luxu,  atque  desidia  civitas 
corrupta  est ;  rursus  respublica,  ma^nitudine  saa, 
imperatorumatqaemagistratuumvitiasustentabat; 
ic  Teluti  effoeta  parentum,  multis  teropestatibos, 
hand  sane  qaisqoam  RomsB  virtute  magnus  fuit." 
Of  this  quotation,  I  will,  as  they  sometimes  say 
in  the  Parliament,  for  the  benefit  of  the  country 
gentlemen,  attempt  a  translation.    '*  But,  after  the 
State  had  become  corrupted  by  laxury  and  sloth" — 
in  the  Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments,  we  are 
told  of  one  who  laid  by  his  sequins  in  good  money, 
and  when  he  afterwards  came  to  use  them,  he 
found  them  to  be  bits  of  paper,  not  worth  more 
than  old  continental  (or  Kentucky])  money — *<  by 
laxury  and  sloth,  agam  the  republic," — and  here 
I  press  the  comparison — ^^  bj  dint  of  its  own  mag- 
nitude, its  own  greatness,  its  own  vastoess,  bore 
np  onder  the  faults,  the  vices,  of  its  generals,  ma- 
gistrates, and  that,  too,  as  if  effete — (past  bearing) 
since,  for  a  long  while" — I  hope  the  comparison 
will  not  hold  here — ^*^  for  a  long  time  scarcely  any 
man  had  become  great  at  Rome  by  his  merit." 
So,  sir,  it  is  with  this  republic.    It  does  not  sus- 
tain, by  its  greatness  and  growing  magnitude,  the 
follies  and  vices  of  its  magistracy.  Had  this  Gov- 
ernment been  stationary  like  .any  of  the  old  Gov- 
ernments of  Europe,  or  the  secoad  class,  Prussia, 
ft)r  iostanee,  or  Holland,  by  the  political  evolu- 


tions of  the  last  thirty  years — ^I  might  sslJ  the  last 
twelve  years — it  would  have  sunk  into  insignifi- 
cance and  debility :  and  it  is  only  upon  this  re* 
source,  the  increasing  greatness  of  this  republic, 
that  tne  blunderers  wno  plunge  blindfold  into 
schemes  like  this,  can  rely  for  any  possibility  of 
salvation  from  the  effect  of  their  own  rash,  undi- 
gested measures.  It  is  true,  that  the  race  is  not  to 
the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong;  and  else- 
where than  in  the  republic  of  Rome  and  of  other 
times,  than  the  days  of  Catiline,  it  may  be  said, 
^  Haud  sane  quisque  virtute  magnus  est." 

**  'Til  not  in  mortals  to  command  snceess ! — 

But  do  you  more  Sempronius — dorCt  deserve  it. 

And  take  oiy  word  you  won't  have  any  less; 
Be  wary,  vratch  the  time,  and  always  aenre  it  .* 

Give  gentle  way  when  there's  too  great  a  press; 
And  for  your  conscience  only  learn  to  nerve  it— 

For,  like  a  racer,  or  a  boxer,  training, 

'Twill  make,  if  proved,  vast  efforts  without  paining." 

I  had  more  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  could  I  have 
said  it,  on  this  subject.  But  I  cannot  sit  down 
without  asking  those  who  were  once  my  brethren 
of  the  church,  the  elders  in  the  young  family  of 
this  good  old  republic  of  the  thirteen  States,  if 
they  can  consent  to  rivet  upon  us  this  system, 
from  which  no  benefit  can  possibly  result  to  them- 
selves. 1  put  it  to  them  as  descendants  of  the  re- 
nowned colony  of  Virginia — as  children  sprung 
from  her  loins — if,  for  the  sake  of  all  the  benefits 
with  which  this  bill  is  pretended  to  be  freighted 
to  them — granting  such  to  be  the  fact,  for  argu- 
ment's sake — ^they  could  consent  to  do  such  an  act 
of  violence  to  the  unanimous  opinion,  feelings, 
prejudices,  if  you  will,  of  the  whole  Southern 
Statesj  as  to  pass  it?  I  go  farther.  I  ask  of  them 
what  is  there  in  the  condition  of  the  nation,  at 
this  time,  that  calls  for  the  immediate  adoption  of 
this  measure?  Are  the  Gauls  at  the  ^ate  of  the 
Capitol?  If  they  are,  the  cacklings  ot  the  Capi- 
toline  geese  will  hardly  save  it.  What  is  there  to 
induce  us  to  plunge  into  the  vortex  of  those  evils 
so  severely  felt  in  Europe  from  this  very  manu- 
facturing and  paper-policy?  For,  it  is  evident 
that,  if  we  go  into  this  system  of  policy,  we  must 
adopt  the  European  institutions  also.  We  have 
very  good  materials  to  work  with.  We  have 
only  to  make  our  elective  King,  President  for  life, 
in  the  first  place,  and  then  to  make  the  succession 
hereditary  in  the  family  of  the  first  that  shall 
happen  to  have  a  promising  son.  For  a  King  we 
can  be  at  no  loss — ex  quovis  ligno — any  block  will 
do  for  him.  The  Senate  may,  perhaps,  be  trans- 
muted into  a  House  of  Peers,  although  we  should 
meet  with  more  difficulty  than  in  the  other  caae : 
for,  Bonaparte  himself  was  not  more  hardly  put 
to  it,  to  recruit  the  ranks  of  his  mushroom-nobil- 
ity, than  we  should  be  to  furnish  a  House  of  Peers. 
As  for  us,  we  are  the  faithful  Commons,  ready 
made  to  hand ;  but  with  all  our  loyalty,  I  con- 
gratulate the  House— I  congratulate  the  nation-— 
that,  although  this  body  is  daily  degraded  by  the 
sight  of  members  of  Congress  manufactured  into 
placemen,  we  have  not  yet  reached  such  a  point 
of  degradation  as  to  submit  to  suffer  Executive 
minions  to  be  manufactured  into  members  of 


2379 


HISTORY  OF  CONGBlSa 


2380 


H.  OF  R. 


Tks  Tatif  B&L 


AniL,  1834. 


Coo^ess.  We  have  shut  that  door;  I  wish  we 
could  shut  the  other  also.  I  wish  we  could  have 
a  perpetual  call  of  the  House  in  this  view,  and 
suffer  no  one  to  go  out  from  its  closed  doors. 
The  time,  Mr.  R.  said,  was  peculiarly  inauspi- 
cious for  the  change  in  our  policy  which  is  pro- 
posed by  this  bill.  We  are  on  the  eve  of  an  elec- 
tion that  promises  to  be  the  most  distracted  that 
this  nation  has  ever  yet  undergone.  It  may  turn 
out  to  be  a  Polish  election.  At  such  a  time, 
ought  any  measure  to  be  brought  forward  which 
is  supposed  to  be  capable  of  Ming  demonstrated 
to  be  extremely  injurious  to  one  great  portion  of 
this  country,  and  beneficial  in  proportion  to  an- 
other ?  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof. 
There  are  firebrands  enough  m  the  land,  without 
this  apple  of  discord  being  cast  into  this  assembly. 
Suppose  this  measure  is  not  what  it  is  represented 
to  oe ;  that  the  fears  of  the  South  are  altogether 
illusory  and  visionary ;  that  it  will  produce  all  the 
good  predicted  of  it — an  -  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  said,  yesterday,  and  I  was  sorry  to 
hear  it,  for  I  have  great  respect  for  that  gentle- 
man, and  for  other  gentlemen  from  that  State, 
that  the  question  was  not  whether  a  bare  ma- 
jority should  pass  the  bill,  but  whether  the  major- 
ity or  minoritv  should  rule.  The  gentleman  is 
wrong,  and  if  he  will  consider  the  matter  rightly, 
he  will  see  it  Is  there  no  difference  between  the 
patient  and  the  actor?  We  are  passive:  we  do 
not  call  upon  thtm  to  act  or  to  suffer,  but  we  call 
Upon  them  not  so  to  act  as  that  we  must  necessa- 
rily suffer :  and  I  venture  to  sav  that,  in  any  ffov- 
ernment  properly  constituted,  this  very  considera- 
tion would  operate  conclusivelv,  that,  if  this  bur- 
den is  to  be  laid  on  102,  it  ougnt  not  to  be  laid  by 
105.  We  are  the  eel  that  is  being  flayed,  while 
the  cook-maid  pats  us  on  the  head,  and  cries,  with 
the  clown  in  King  Lear,  "  down,  wantons,  down !" 
There  is  but  one  portion  of  the  country  which 
can  profit  by  this  bill,  and  from  that  portion  of 
the  country  comes  this  bare  majority  in  favor  of 
it.  I  bless  God  that  Massachusetts  and  old  Vir- 
ginia are  once  again  rallying  under  the  same  ban- 
ner, against  oppressive  and  unconstitutional  taxa- 
tion: for,  if  ail  the  blood  be  drawn  from  out  the 
body,  I  care  not  whether  it  be  by  the  British  Par- 
liament or  the  American  Congress — by  an  Empe- 
ror or  a  King  abroad,  or  by  a  President  at  home. 
Under  these  views,  and  with  feelings  of  morti- 
fication and  shame  at  the  very  weak  opposition  I 
have  been  able  to  make  to  this  bill,  I  entreat  gen- 
tlemen to  consent  that  it  may  lie  over,  at  least, 
until  the  next  session  of  Congress.  We  have 
other  business  to  attend  to,  and  our  families  and 
affairs  need  our  attention  at  home— 4ind  indeed  t, 
sir,  would  not  give  one  farthing  for  any  man  who 
prefers  being  here  to  being  at  home — ^who  is  a  good 
public  man  and  a  bed  private  one.  TVith  these 
views  and  feelings,  I  move  you,  sir,  that  the  bill 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Appendix  to  Mir.  R.^s  Speech^  Jinmished  bp  himsdf. 

Note  1. 

I  ought  to  have  excepted  Albert  Gallatin,  *Mbe 
apostle  of  Trnthy  and  the  favorite  votary  of  Liberty," 


as  be  was  hailed  by  the  eonpaaioa  of  ny  eaily  ant- 
hood.  This  gentlenan  might  say,  of  the  pkct  is 
which  be  finds  himcelf,  what  was  said  of  a  wtais 
Doge  of  Genoa,  I  think,  whom  the  arrsgance  of  Lou 
XIV.  ordered  to  Paris  to  make  an  apology,  in  bU  own 
person,  for  some  ofl^nce  on  the  part  of  that  oooe 
prood  republic,  against  the  dignity  of  the  Grud 
Monarqne. 

Had  Montgomery,  instead  of  falling  on  the  heigltti 
of  Abraham— where  Montcalm  and  Wolft,  ooogaiil 
spurns,  aiso 

Their  numiiomt  in  ihUJIeMy  nmk,** 
survived  to  see  the  Revolution  of  1768-*9,  brousht 
about,  wonld  it  have  ever  been  obje^ed  to  him  tbt, 
by  btrtb,  he  was  an  Irishman  t  Would  his  fomga 
descent  have  stood  in  the  way  of  his  othsr  clumi  to 
the  Chief  Magistracy  of  the  conntiy  ? 

Were  Mr.  Gallatin  a  French  or  Englishmta,  tfam 
would  be  some  color  to  this  objeelion.  But  he  ii  a 
native  of  Geneva,  and  no  good  Gknevese  can  wonhip 
at  the  shrine  of  a  Bonaparte  or  a  Booiboo.  I  tfaiok 
it  must  be  his  citisensbip  of  Virginia  that  stands  motdy 
in  the  way  of  the  elevation  of  Uiis  extraordinary  Ban, 
who  sees  himsetf  postponed  to  persons  in  no  reaped 
considerable,  except  for  the  modkUy  of  their  pietea- 
sions,  who  have  never,  and  can  never,  render  t  titha 
of  his  public  services,  and  whose  names  were  pot 
known  out  of  their  own  parish,  so  late  as  the  acqoia- 
tion  of  Louisiana,  and  the  coAimencement  of  Mr.  Je^ 
ferson's  second  term  of  Presidential  service. 

No  foreigner,  be  it  remembered,  can  ever  become 
President,  who  was  not  a  citizen  at  the  time  of  tbe 
adoption  of  the  new  Constitution  of  1787.  Tbe  door 
will  soon  be  closed  against  them  forever,  be  tbeir 
merits  and  services  what  they  may. 

Note  2. 

The  principal  of  the  debt  proper  of  the  United 
States  was  funded  at  6  per  cent,  but  the  pa/oent  of 
one  third  was  postponed  for  ten  years. 

The  interest,  the  evidences  of  which  were  called 
**  indents  of  interest,"  was  funded  at  3  per  cent. 

Of  the  assumed  debt,  ene-third  was  taken,  on  esti- 
mate, to  be  the  amount  of  interast  doe  upon  it,  whicb, 
at  the  time,  oould  not  be  asoettained ;  and,  sloo,  food* 
ed  at  3  per  cent. 

These  two  sums  constiUile  tbe  3  per  cent  ftodt  of 
tbe  United  Stales. 

Of  tbe  remaining  two-thirds  of  tbe  asiemed  debt, 
two-thirds,  being  the  estimated  awoant  of  jirineipal, 
equal  to  Ss.  6d.  Virginia  money,  to  a  dsUsr,  weie 
funded  at  6  per  cent ;  and  tbe  remainder  (oae-third 
of  two-thirds,  or  Is.  AcL  Virginia  money,  on  the  dollar) 
was  also  funded  at  6  per  cent,  but  the  payment  poct^ 
poned  in  like  manner,  as  on  the  debt  proper  of  tlM 
United  SUtes. 

This  is  the  origin  of  the  term  deferred  stock,  in  ovt 
laws  and  financial  statements. 

One-third  of  the  dollar 

taken  as  interest  and  funded  at  3  per  cent 
Two-thirds  of  tbe  remaining  4«.  -«  2t.  8if.  at  6 

per  cent    ------- 

One-third  of  two-thirds  or  one-quarter  deforred; 

also  at  6  per  eent       .        .       .       -       - 


.3 


in 

14 


1.60 

Note  3. 
From  this  admisBion,  I  foel  myself  compelled  to  ex- 
cept tbe  opinions,  however  long  esiabyshed,  as  to  tb« 
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impolicy  of  llw  «K|Nibion  of  the  Abrtteoe*  from  SfMin, 
tod  of  Uio  HviguenaU  from  Fnncc  bj  tho  lOTOcatton 
of  tho  edict  of  lianUa.  Ne^er  having  boon  **  addiclus 
jware  in  verba  nuuutrif*'  I  have  long  ago  taught 
mytolf  to  belteTo,  that  the  alleged  impolicy  of  these 
two  oelebrmted  meaaaree  (which  I  have  never  heard 
ealled  in  qaoetion  by  any  authority  whataoever)  ii  one 
of  thoee  "  vulgar  errors'*  that  ought  to  go  to  swell  the 
eatalogae  of  the  ingenious  Sir  Thomas  Brown.  From 
the  institution  of  the  Passover  to  the  latest  ezperienee 
of  man,  it  will  be  found  that  twb  essentialhr  otiTerent 
and  hoetile  nations  cannot  peaceably  and  advanta- 
geously inlwbit  tho  same  territoiy,  and  live  under  the 
same  form  of  government.  I  have  been  led  to  ascribe 
the  sobsoquont  grandeur  and  power  of  France,  mainly 
to  the  removal  of  this  frnicfal  aonrce  of  schism  and  of 
weakneaa.  Had  the  Protestants  remained  in  the  boeom 
of  Franoe,  their  superior  indnstry  and  intelligence 
would  apeediiy  have  raised  them  to  a  level  with  their 
Catholic  enemies  and  fellow-subjects ;  and  the  seeds 
of  incurable  division  and  weakness  would  thus  have 
been  sown,  never  to  be  eradicated. 

With  some  millions  of  wealthy  and  exasperated 
Moriitott  in  her  bosom,  could  Spain  have  made  the 
stand  she  did  against  the  power  of  Bonaparte  ?  It  is 
this  which  renders  Ireland  a  dead  weight  upon  Eng- 
land, instead  of  a  powerful  auxiliary.  Would  Vir- 
ginia have  been  impoverished  in  case  she  had  expelled 
her  black  population,  constituting  the  great  mass  of 
her  productive  labor  at  the  peace  of  1783 1  Suppose, 
iDttead  of  ceding  her  northwestern  territory  to  Con- 
gress, she  had,  at  the  peac^  of  1788,  driven  every  ne- 
gro and  molattD,  bond  or  free,  across  the  Ohiot 
Would  she  now,  think  you,  be  less  populous  or  pow- 
erful than  she  is  at  preeentt  Would  she  now  be 
driven  to  the  humiliation  of  receiving  the  law,  and, 
perhaps^  a  master,  from  the  Congressional  and  elec- 
tofil  influenca  beyond,  not  only  the  Ohio,  but  the 
Mississippi — beyond  Aurora  and  the  Gangea  1 

I  speak  of  the  results,  not  of  the  motives,  of  those 
celebiated  measnree.  Was  the  Reformation  not  emi- 
nently beneficial  to  England,  because  it  was  owing  to 
the  lewd  passions  and  ungovernable  caprices  of  a  ty- 
rant, even  more  odious  than  Louis  XIV.  or  Philip 
IV. !  Were  the  motives  of  his  overgrown  subjects, 
greedy  for  the  spoils  of  the  church,  panting  for  the 
plunder  of  the  rich  abbeys  and  beneficta^  less  infa- 
moas  than  those  of  their  master  1  Is  the  Jackall,  who 
hnmbly  reoeivee  the  ofiSri  carcase,  when  the  hunger 
of  the  royal  beaet  is  appeased  by  its  blood,  distin- 
gnidied  in  any  way  to  his  advantage  from  the  mon- 
veh  of  the  forest  1 

Note  4. 


of  exports  of  domuiic  growth. 

Cotton, 

Tobacco, 

Race, 

Indian  corn — exclusively  Southern. 

Flour,  wheat,  Ac*, 
Lumber, 
Naval  stores. 

When  Mr.  Ramdoi.pb    had    concluded    his 
speech — 

Mr.  HoLcoMBE  rose,  and  stated  to  the  Chair 
that  he  wished  to  make  some  obserrations  on  the 
■object  under  ooosideratiou.  I  have  been,  he  ob- 
tertfd,  so  patient   and   perseieriog  a  listeaer 


throughout  this  long  disc assioo,  that  I  feel  myself 
entitled  to  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  short 
time.  The  fate  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  do 
longer  doubtful.  Signs  and  indications,  which 
can  neither  be  resisted  nor  mistaken,  have  aa- 
Dounced  its  destiny.  It  will  pass,  I  doubt  not,  at 
least  in  this  House,  by  a  small  but  decisive  ma- 
jority. Such  facts,  on  ordinary  occasions,  would 
seem  to  render  all  further  discussion  unnecessary, 
if  not  introsiTe.  But,  when  the  policy  of  a  great 
nation,  in  relation  to  one  of  its  most  important 
interests,  is  about  to  assume  a  new  character,  or, 
at  least,  receive  additional  impulse ;  when  the . 
manufacturing  interest  of  this  country,  already 
under  the  pi'otection  of  the  Qpvernment,  is  de- 
manding yet  more  efficient  protection,  in  opposi- 
tion to  Uie  remonstrances^ and  hostility  of  a  larffe 
and  imposinpp  minority,  within  and  without  this 
House,  public  ooinion  seems  to  require — public 
ojHnion,  indeed,  aoes  require—from  the  friends  of 
the  new  policv,  the  fullest  exposition  of  the  views 
and  causes  which  have  led  to  its  adoption. 

With  such  apologies,  I  come  before  the  House 
at  this  late  period  of  the  debate.  But,  sir,  I 
scarcely  know  how  or  where  to  commence  my 
observations.  The  manufacturing  question  is  ut- 
terly exhausted.  The  field  of  discussion  which  if 
presents  has  been  so  lonj^  preoccupied,  so  perse- 
veringly  explored,  that  neither  fruit  nor  flower  re- 
mains to  reward  the  adventurer.  If  we  refer  to 
history  for  illustration,  nothing  can  be  more  fa- 
miliar than  its  examples.  If  to  political  economy, 
or  the  labors  of  the  statist,  their  tables  and  state- 
ments, their  axioms  and  principles,  have  been 
urged  upon  us,  from  every  department  of  the  House, 
by  friend  and  foe,  even  to  satiety. 

Mr.  H.  observed,  the  general  principles  of  the 
bill  had  been  so  fully  discussed  by  others,  that  he 
would  proceed  at  once  to  examine,  as  rapidly  and 
briefly  as  possible,  the  principal  objections  which 
had  been  urged  against  it.  The  bill,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, is  combatted  on  this  floor  by  three  interests 
essentially  dbtinct;  the  agricultural  interest  of 
the  South,  the  nuinufacturing  interest  of  the  East, 
and' the  general  interest  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion. For  the  sake  of  persoieuitjr,  the  objections 
arising  out  of  the  supposed  hostility  of  the  bill  to 
each  of  these  interests,  will  be  noticed  separately. 
The  protection  of  the  manufacturing  interest  is 
said  to  be  hostile  to  the  agriculture  of  the  South. 
If  gentlemen  were  able  to  establish  the  truth  of 
this  objection,  the  principles  as  well  as  the  policy 
of  the  bill  would  remain,  at  least  to  me,  entirely 
indefensible.  For  I  have  neither  the  right  nor 
the  disposition  to  advocate  any  measure  calcu- 
lated to  build  up  the  interest  of  one  section  of  the 
Union  at  the  expense  of  another.  I  have  no  per* 
sonal  interest  which  this  bill  can  possibly  promote. 
I  support  it,  as  a  measure  puray  national  in  its 
character,  intended  to  advance  the  prosperity,  not 
of  sections  only,  but  of  the  Union ;  to  equalize  all 
our  great  interesu ;  to  promote,  by  its  direct  and 
necessary  operation,  the  manufactnring  interest; 
to  promote,  by  the  creation,  or  rather  the  exten- 
sion, of  the  home  market,  the  agricultural  interest ; 
and.  finally,  to  promote  the  commercial  interest, 
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by  enabling  the  AmericaD  mercbaiit,  bf  the  abun- 
dance  and  cheapness  of  the  fabrics  of  the  manu- 
facturer, to  adventure  successfuUjr  in  the  great 
markets  of  the  world ;  particularly  in  the  opening 
and  growinff  markets  of  South  America. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  South  must  pardon  me 
for  believing,  as  I  certainly  do  believe,  that  they 
mistake  altogether  the  ultimate  operation  of  this 
bill,  as  far  as  their  agriculture  is  concerned.  It  is 
true,  we  can  only  speculate  upon  this  point.  But 
it  has  always  appeared  to  me  that,  if  there  be  one 
section  of  the  Union  more  deeply  interested  than 
another  in  the  friendly  operation  of  our  manufac* 
turinff  policy  upon  its  agriculture,  it  must  be  the 
South,  inasmuch  as  the  creation  of  a  steady  home 
market  for  its  rich  agricultural  staples  must  be  to 
the  South  an  object  of  vital  and  lasting  consider- 
ation. The  European  market  is  at  best  preca- 
rious. A  state  of  war  impairs,  and  may  extin- 
guish it.  Competition,  also,  seriously  threatens 
It.  The  Southern  planter,  indeed,  has  already 
found  in  it  growing  and  formidable  rivals.  Cot- 
ton, the  great  staple  of  the  South,  is  at  this  mo- 
ment extensively  cultivated  for  exportation  in  three 
quarters  of  the  ^lobe,  in  India,  Brazil,  and,  lately 
it  would  seem,  in  Egypt.  And  the  time  cannot 
be  considered  distant  when  it  must  form  no  incon- 
siderable staple  of  the  whole  series  of  South  Ame- 


Southern  planter  to  find  refuge  and  protection, 
except,  indeed,  in  the  home  market,  which  it  is 
one  of  the  first  objects  of  this  bill  to  assist  in  es- 
tablishing? And  a  refuge  and  protection  it  as- 
suredly will  prove,  ample  and  unchangeable,  (the 
derision  and  infidelity  of  gentlemen  to  the  contra- 
ry notwithstanding,)  if  we  will  consent  to  extend 
to  it,  from  time  to  time,  that  legislative  aid  which 
its  necessities  may  require,  and  which  its  great 
national  importance  will  always  justify.  The 
American  market,  at  present,  consumes  probably 
one-fourth,  at  least  one-fifth,  of  all  the  cotton 
grown  in  the  South  ;  stimulated  to  excess  as  that 
culture  has  been  by  the  extraordinary  denumds 
upon  it,  growing  out  of  the  peace  of  Europe.  Ex- 
tend, therefore,  extend  to  the  cotton  manufacture 
of  this  country  efficient  protection,  and  I  mistake, 
utterly  and  hopelessly  mistake,  the  genius  and 
enterprise  engaged  in  it,  if,  before  the  revolution 
of  another  national  period — the  period  of  ten 
years— it  be  not  able  to  absorb  all  the  surplus  cot- 
ton of  the  South, — for  a  part  of  Southern  cotton, 
from  its  quality,  will  always  find  a  market  in  Eu- 
rope ;  provided,  no  more  additional  lands  be  ap- 
propriated to  its  culture ;  and  the  quantity  is  said 
already  to  trespass  greatly  upon  correct  agricul- 
tural proportions. 

But,  the  gentlemen  of  the  South  deny  that  the 
cotton  market  of  Europe  is  in  danger. '  They 
contend  that  they  will  always  be  able  to  under- 
sell the  foreign  agriculturist  in  it.  But,  is  not  this 
confidence,  Mr.  Speaker,  both  dangerous  and  de- 
lusive? Can  the  labor  of  the  slave  be  made  as 
profitable  a;  the  labor  of  the  freeman  ?  And,  if 
the  labor  of  the  slave  be  not  as  profitable  as  the 


labor  of  the  freeman— and  that  it  is  not  is  almost 
universally  conceded— how  will  the  Soathera 
planter  be  enabled  to  compete  sacceasfully,  in 
years  to  come,  with  the  millions  of  free  agricnl- 
turists  rising  up  and  scattered  over  the  immense 
and  fertile  regions  of  the  Southern  continent?  He 
will  be  crushed  by  the  coinpetition ;  he  most  be 
driven  from  the  market  There  is,  indeed,  one 
method  whereby  the  labor  of  the  slave  may  be 
made  more  profitable  than  the  labor  of  the  free- 
The  fact  has  been  established;  bat,  hap- 


man. 


pily,  not  by  the  eiperience  of  this  counUy,  for  the 
process  is  a  dreadful  one.  It  is  by  furnishing  the 
wretched  slave  with  the  smallest  portion  of  rai- 
ment sufficieot  to  protect  him  from  the  inclemency 
of  the  elements,  and  graduating  bis  coarse  food 
to  the  minimum  barely  necessary  to  susuin,  for 
the  purposes  of  his  labor,  his  miserable  existence, 
stimulated  into  all  its  capabilities  by  the  unceas- 
ing lash  of  the  task  master.  A  state  of  society,  of 
servitude,  and  suffering,  not  more  incompatible 
with  the  public  opinion  of  the  age  than  unequivo- 
cally abhorrent  to  the  sensibilities  of  the  South. 

But  gentlemen  contend  that  England  will  re- 
fuse to  purchase  our  cottons,  if  we  refuse  to  pur- 
chase her  fabrics.  Mr.  H.  observed  that  this  was 
no  novel  argument,  but  one  which  had  been  re- 
peatedly urged  in  Congress,  and  also  in  the  reviews 
and  essays  of  the  day.  He  denounced  it;  and 
particularly  the  principle  upon  which  it  is  found- 
ed, as  offensive  and  fallacious.  And  what,  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  this  principle?  It  is,  that  we,  the 
guardians  and  protectors  of  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  the  good  people  of  these  States,  should 
look  calmly  on,  whilst  our  infant  manufactures 
perish  before  us;  or,  that  we  should  see  them 
struggling  into  existence,  unnoticed,  unaided,  and 
unprotected.  That  we  should  consent  to  post- 
pone indefinitely  one  of  our  greatest  interests,  and 
subscribe,  officially,  to  articles  of  virtual  and  last- 
ing dependence  upon  foreign  nations !  For  what? 
To  protect  the  cotton  culture  of  the  South  from 
ima^iuary  extinction  !  Or  rather,  which  is  really 
the  tact,  to  ^ive  to  the  English  manufacturer  the 
monopoly  ot  the  American  market  forcTer. 

But  the  proposition  which  is  assumed,  that  Eng- 
land will  refuse  to  purchase  our  cottons  if  we 
refuse  to  purchase  her  fabrics,  is  wholly  mtuitoos. 
Long  before  this  Government  first  manifested  any 
serious  disposition  to  foster  the  manufacturing  in- 
terest, cotton  had  been  extensively  imported  into 
England  from  India  and  Brazil,  and  its  culture 
in  those  places  sedulouslv  encouraged.  The  Eng- 
lish manufacturer  purcnases  from  the  cheapest 
market,  (can  we  suppose  he  can  or  will  pursue  for 
any  length  of  time  any  other  ooarse?)  entirely 
regardless  of  the  country  that  grows  iL  It  is  true, 
the  prices  being  alike,  and  the  qualitv  the  same, 
he  will  purchase  the  cottons  of  every  other  country 
in  preference  to  ours.  And  the  cause  is  obvious. 
He  has  foreseen,  from  our  uncommon  skill  as 
manufacturers,  and  the  extraordinary  progress 
which  we  have  already  made  in  every  department 
of  useful  industry,  that  the  time  is  not  distant 
when  the  monopoly  which  he  enjoys  upon  these 
shores  will  not  only  be  extingtiished,  bat  rirals 
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will  here  grow  up  to  compete,  with  him,  in  all 
the  great  marfceia  of  the  world.  And  heoce  his 
disposition  to  promote,  in  preference  to*  oora,  the 
agriculture  of  every  nation,  where  new  markets 
can  be  created.  And  this  is  the  course  which  he 
will  pursue — this  indeed  is  the  course  which  he 
mast  parsue— in  despite  of  every  effort  of  concilia- 
tion—^f  every  act  of  favoritism  which  we  may 
be  disposed  to  extend  towards  him.  As  long  as 
we  continue  to  undersell  the  foreign  agriculturist 
in  the  European  market  we  shall  be  preferred*- 
bat  certainly  no  longer.  Bverv  other  considera- 
tion is  idle— 4S  but  dust  in  the  balance  when 
weighed  agaiost  this  obvious,  this  irresistiUe 
fact. 

Bat  this  bill,  Mr.  Spcaiker,  is  further  latd  to  be 
hostile  to  the  general  agricultural  interest  of  this 
country.  I  must  pass  over  very  rapidly  an  ob- 
jection so  decisively  extravagant.  For  where  in 
the  history  of  the  world  has  the  encouragement  of 
maoufactures  ever  proved  hostile  to  the  interests 
of  afriealture  ?  Look  to  the  present  age— go  to 
the  Lothian s  of  Scotland ;  the  rich  agricultural 
districts  of  England ;  the  kingdom  of  the  Nether- 
laods;  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Elbe;  the 
Rhone  and  the  Seine ;  go  indeed  to  every  manu- 
faetoring  hamlet,  circle  or  city  in  Europe,  and 
witness  everywhere  the  refutation  of  this  extrava- 
gant objeetioD.  Ask  history — summon  from  the 
dead  the  Saracens  of  Spain,  the  Lombards  of  the 
twelfth  century — the  Genoese;  the  Venetian — ask 
the  illustrious  house  of  Medicis  whether  the  fos- 
tering care  which  they  awarded  to  manufactures 
proved  hostile  to  the  agriculture  of  the  beautiful 
region  over  which  they  presided  ?  Even  our  own 
short  experienee  aoiply  refutes  the  objection. 

Wherever  manufacturing  establishments  have 
been  suceeasfolly  located  amongst  us,  the  country 
has,  in  all  instances,  flourished  around  thero^^ex- 
hibiting  the  strongest  evidence  of  their  friendly 
inflaenee  upon  the  interests  of  the  farmer.  And 
were  we  disposed  to  receive,  with  due  courtesy, 
the  representations  of  our  constituents,  our  tables 
at  this  moment  would  be  covered  with  memorials 
from  our  agricultural  constituents — at  least  from 
those  of  the  middle  States  and  the  Bast  and  the 
West,  praying  for  the  protection  of  the  raanufac- 
tnrer — experience  having  dissipated  their  early 
hostilities,  and  convinced  them,  by  the  most  ifre- 
sistibie  testimony,  that  in  the  protection  of  the 
manofaeturer  is  embraced  their  own  surest  and 
best  proteetioo. 

Bot  the  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  said  to  be  hostile 
to  the  interests  of  commerce.  This,  if  sustained, 
would  prove  an  argument  entirely  unanswerable, 
inasmuch  as  it  wonld  not  only  render  a  resort  to 
excises  or  direct  taxation  necessary  to  meet  the 
ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Ooverament,  bot  in- 
volves seriously  and  lastingly  the  interests  of  the 
Navy.  Mr.  Ii.  controverted  this  argument  at 
some  length.  He  maintained  that  it  was  opposed 
by  the  testimony  of  innumerable  facts,  and  the 
Qniversal  experience  of  the  commercial  world — 
that  commerce  is  directly  promoted  by  whatever 
tends  to  promote  national  wealth  and  industry. 
That  the  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  was  as  judicious 


a  revision  of  the  tariff  as'  could  be  devised  ;  and, 
consequently,  that  the  interests  of  commerce  and 
the  revenue,  instead  of  being  impaired,  would  be 
promptly  and  decisively  promoted  by  it.  That 
domestic  manufactures  create  a  multitude  of  new 
wants,  and  furnish  the  means  of  gratifying  them ; 
and  hence,  consumption  is  increased ;  and  benc& 
the  loss  which  the  revenue  sustains  by  the  lessenea 
importation  of  articles  manufactured  at  home,  is 
more  than  repaired  by  the  increased  consumption 
of  others ;  and  that,  if  to  these  considerations  be 
added  the  steady  and  extraordinary  advance  of 
our  population,  and  the  necessary  increase  of  lux- 
ury, the  interests  of  the  revenue  may  be  fairly  re- 
garded, as  secure  from  all  future  contingency  and 
danger.  As  a  striking  illustration  of  the  above 
positions,  Mr.  H.  referred  to  the  example  of  Eng- 
land, whose  revenue  has  constantly  increased, 
exactly  in  proportion  as  the  restrictive  system,  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  manufacturing  interest, 
has  been  enforced.  Mr.  H.  contended  further, 
that  a  more  rigid  tariff  than  the  present — a  tariff 
for  the  ample  and  exclusive  protection  of  the 
great  objects  of  our  industry,  would,  whatever 
might  be  its  immediate  operation,  ultimately  ad- 
vance (and  at  no  distant  pjeriod  too)  the  interest 
of  commerce.  Such  a  tariff,  it  is  acknowledged, 
would  extinguish  some  of  the  fountains  of  com- 
merce—but open  a  four-fold  number  in  their  stead. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say,  Mr.  Spea  ker,  how 
far  the  feeble  encouragement  which  we  have  thus 
far  awarded  to  our  manufactures,  has  advance 
the  interests  of  the  Treasury.  But  if  numerous 
facts  be  not  entirely  fallacious,  we  have  already 
reaped  a  golden  harvest  from  the  limited  sacrifices 
which  we  have  heretofore  so  reluctantly  made. 
How  is  the  present  remarkably  flourishing  state 
of  the  Treasury  to  be  accounted  for.  unless  we 
refer  it,  partly  at  least,  to  the  friendly  operation 
of  our  manufacturing  establishments  unon  our 
foreign  commerce  ?  The  sreat  markets  of^Eorope 
are  closed  upon  our  agricultural  productions.  And 
we  have  lost,  consequent  to  a  state  of  general 
peace,  the  carrying  trade  of  half  the  world.  Be- 
sides, sir,  from  the  cultivation  of  sugar  within 
our  own  territories,  and  the  lessened  importation 
of  West  India  spirits,  the  revenue,  as  formerly 
constituted,  has  fa«en  lessened  millions.  But,  not- 
withstanding these  fearful  fallings-off  (and  fearful 
they  would  nave  been,  and  wide-spread  and  deso- 
lating in  their  influence  upon  ordinary  nations) 
we  are  steadily  advancing  in  the  career  of  com- 
mercial prosperity.  Successive  Treasury  reports 
mock  the  predictions  both  of  friend  and  foe.  The 
canvass  of  our  marine — I  use,  or  wish  to  use  no 
figure — still  swells  upon  the  remotest  seas,  and  our 
flag  yet  streams  upon  every  shore. 

And  where,  I  demand,  are  the  realities  of  those 
gloomy  forebodings — of  those  appalling  pictures 
of  national  bankruptcy — of  taxes,  loans,  and  ex- 
cises, conjured  up,  ana  so  gloomily  portrayed,  to 
alarm  the  fearful  and  despairing  politicians  of 
1816  and  18201  Faded  away  forever,  and  lost 
in  the  light  of  that  general  prosperity,  of  that  en- 
ergy and  enterprise,  of  that  industry  and* universal 
improvement,  which  is  shedding  a  distinguishing 
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lustre  around  the  present  moment,  and  illnmina- 
ting,  with  the  intensest  brilliancy,  the  path  of  our 
future  destinies. 

I  would  not  mock,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  House  with 
idle  tales,  with  visionary  pictures ;  but  I  must  be 
permitted  to  repeat,  and  to  r^terate,  again  and 
again,  in  despite  of  the  sombre  picture  of  the 
Speaker,  and  of  the  innumerable  examples  of 
deep  distress,  embarrassment,  and  ruin,  which 
have  been  and  may  be  referred  to.  darin^^  the  dis- 
cussion, that  the  real,  the  vital,  the  lastmg  proa- 
perity  of  this  country,  is  not  only  not  impaired, 
but  steadily  advancing.  And  here  I  am  gratified 
to  find  myself  upon  ground,  which  has  been '  so 
ably  pre-occupied  by  the  distinguished  member 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Websteb.)  '  And  fur- 
ther, sir,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  state 
of  the  world,  growing  out  of  the  peace  of  Europe, 
and  our  own  peculiar  embarrassments,  resulting 
in  a  ^reat  measure  from  the  disastrous  and  tem- 
porizing policy  which  we  have  heretofore  pursued, 
our  situation,  I  appi'ehend,  will  be  found  to  be 
one,  not  of  ruin  or  despondency,  but  rather  of 
wonder  and  consratulation.  Our  prosperity  has 
heretofore  resembled  a  stream,  swelled  by  trans- 
ient and  extraordinary  causes,  into  a  torrent. 
The  torrent  has  subsided,  and  the  traces  of  its 
desolation,  it  is  certain,  are  every  where  visible. 
But  the  stream,  sir,  the  stream  remains ;  sunk, 
indeed,  into  its  accustomed  channels,  but  still  full 
and  flowing,  diffusing  every  where,  life,  fertility, 
and  blessioes,  throughout  our  vast  domain.  But, 
wherefore  this  concession  1  What,  sir !  Because 
this  great  nation — ay,  great  nation — ^in  the  vigor 
of  youth,  and  the  freshness  of  her  glorious  insti- 
tutions, has  been  sustained  without  fainting  or 
falling,  under  the  tremendous  pressure  of  the  times, 
shall  we,  her  rightful  ffuardians  and  protectors, 
refuse  to  lighten  oflScially  her  immense  burdens, 
or  lessen,  by  every  possible  means  of  legislation, 
the  duration  of  that  long  minority  among  nations 
to  which  she  must  otherwise  necessarily  be  sub- 
jected ? 

I  have  spoken  incidentally  of  the  disastrous 
policy  which  we  have  pursued.  One  moment, 
sir,  in  explanation  of  this  policy,  of  its  origin, 
progress,  and  results.  A  state  of  universal  war- 
tare  in  Europe)  by  putting  into  requisition  our  en- 
tire commercial  and  agricultural  energies,  floodoi 
us  with  wealth.  Success,  by  intoxicating,  lulled 
us  into  a  delusion  in  relation  to  our  real  and  per- 
manent interests,  unhappily  as  profound  as  it 
became  universal  and  alarm ing*  And  when  the 
shock  of  reaction,  consequent  to  the  sudden  and 
universal  peace  which  succeeded,  awakened  us 
from  our  golden  dreams,  we  were  absolutely  as- 
tounded to  discover  that  bread  could  grow  in 
other  soils,  and  enterprise  flourish  under  other 
flags.  Our  great  markets  closed  suddenly  upon 
us,  and  the  convulsion,  which  succeeded  forms  a 
memorable  epoch  in  our  history,  and  would  have 
proved  inexpressibly  jeopardous  to  the  safety  of 
the  body  politic,  had  not  the  redeeming  spirit  of 
our  institutions  interposed  to  save  it  from  dissolu- 
tion. And  even  at  this  moment,  it  is  not  difficult 
to  perceive,  that  a  silent  but  powerful  cause  of 


indisposition,  if  not  hostility,  to  the  Bnaniifiictor- 
inff  interest,  arises  from  an  midefined  wish,  from 
a  lingering  hope,  that  the  ctreorastafices  of  the 
world  would  affain  open  to  us  the  carrying  trade, 
and  the  profitable  markets  of  Europe.  Thus,  be- 
traying a  disposition  to  stake,  as  despeiately  as 
ungenerously,  oar  mat  and  lading  interests  upon 
the  contingeney  of  foreign  war,  and  the  conse- 
quent miseries  of  the  human  race ! 

But  this  bill,  sir,  has  excited  the  hostlltty  of  the 
manufacturing  interest  itself,  particularly  of  the 
flourishing  manufacturing  int^esc  in  toe  Ease 
A  sio{;le  remark,  in  reply  to  this  objeetion.  This 
hostility,  ungenerous  and  unbecoming  as  it  may 
seem,  is  perfectly  natural.  The  manufacturer 
has  perceived,  (and  certainly  the  perception  re- 
quired no  preternatural  illumination,)  thnt  the  ul- 
timate operation  of  this  bill,  by  bringtnff  additional 
skill,  capital,  and  competition  into  tae  basiaess, 
will  tend  to  lessen,  rather  than  multiply,  his 
profits.  And  henoe  his  hostility.  A  fact  worth 
a  thousand  speculations,  urged,  as  ther  may  be, 
with  all  the  zeal  and  perseverance  of  tne  gentle- 
men of  the  South.  Do  not  gentlemen  perceive 
the  dilemma  to  which  this  argument  reduces 
them  ?  The  Sooth  combats  the  bill,  beeavse  it 
will  advance  the  price  of  goods,  and  thus  operate 
as  a  permanent  and  oppressive  tax  upon  its  agri- 
colture.  The  manufacturing  interest  of  the  East, 
on  the  contrarv,  combats  it,  because  it  will  destroy 
monopoly,  ana  reduce  the  price  of  the  mnnnfac- 
tured  article  below  ito  ^present  vaiue^  to  eke  mini- 
mum of  a  living  profit. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  correct  policy,  to  stimu- 
late, at  this  moment,  by  additionsi  protection,  the 
manufacturing  interest  of  this  country  1  This  is 
the  more  immediate  question  before  this  House  ? 
My  views,  in  relation  to  it,  are  aoon  expressed 
and  easily  understood.  To  the  manofoetore  of 
cotton  and  woollen  goods,  of  iron  and  glass,  fiax, 
and  hemp,  and  lead,  and  all  other  manufnc tares, 
the  material  of  which  we  either  possess,  or  enn 
create  in  abundance,  and  which  are  indispensable 
for  our  security  and  independence  in  pcnoe  and 
war,  I  would  grant  ample,  and,  as  rapidly  as  cir- 
cumstances would  permit,  exclusive  protection. 
Between  these,  and  the  innumerable  other  articles 
which  constitute  a  great  mass  of  our  foreign  com- 
merce, I  would  draw  a  line  of  perpetual  distinc- 
tion. The  first,  as  I  have  observed,  I  would  pro- 
tect amply  and  immediately.  For  the  last,  i 
would  remain  dependent  upon  foreign  nations,  or 
reserve  as  subjects  for  future  legisuuion.  This, 
sir,  very  briefly  expressed,  is  the  mannfactnring 
policy  which  I  am  disposed  to  advocate,  and  <h 
which  thb  bill^  as  iifigufoU^  r^poariti  hy  the  Gna- 
wittee^  was  a  fair  exposition ;  a  poliey  equally  re* 
moved  from  the  system  of  bounties  and  monopo- 
lies on  the  one  part,  as  from  the  visionary  and 
degrading  system  of  foreign  dependence  and  un- 
restricted commerce  on  the  other.  ^'A  policy 
^  which  purports  not  to  protect  the  manufacture  of 
*  ^d  and  silver;  not  the  velvets  of  Lyons,  or  the 
'  silks  of  Spitalfields;  not  the  lawns  of  Brussels, 
'  or  the  laces  of  Cambray ;  not  the  cliaquaillerie 
'  or  the  bijouterie  of  Paris  or  Birmingham,  bat  such 
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'  M  ire  feel  the  waot  of  in  time  of  "war,  and  raeh 
'  as  may  lairly  be  regarded  as  of  prime  necessity. 
^Of  immediately  connected  witk  agricnltorid 
*  wants  and  pursuits." — Profetaor  Cooper, 

Aod  this  policy,  whatever  may  be  said  or  im- 
agined to  the  contrary,  is  the  growing,  and  is, 
indeed,  already  the  favorite  poHcjr  of  the  Ameri- 
eaa  people.  It  is  an  appeal  to  their  interests,  their 
patriotism,  and  experience,  which,  from  its  very 
nature,  must  be  Irresistible.  And  gentlemra  may 
denounce  the  hill  in  the  bitterest  possible  manner; 
they  may  originate  for  it,  and  affix  to  it  the  most 
opprobrious  epithets;  and  they  sordy  have  be- 
trayed no  lack  of  capacity  in  this  respect ;  thef 
may  hold  it  up  to  public  reproach,  to  public  ex- 
ecration^ as  high  and  as  perspicuously  as  they  are 
able^— stigmatizing  it  as  a  tax,  levied  most  un- 
righteously upon  the  agricultural  community ;  as 
^^ao  odious  monopoly,^  calculated  to  benefit  the 
few  at  the  expense  of  the  many ;  as  a  "  voracious 
idol,"  which  is  to  swallow  up  all  the  other  inter* 
esu  of  the  country ;  as  ''a  vast  experiment^"  got 
ip  for  the  amusement  of  speculative  politicians ; 
or,  finally,  as  ^'a  hateful  and  accursed  measure," 
which  is  to  bring  down  upon  the  Republic  disso- 
lution, penury^  and  pauperism.  But,  sir,  in  de- 
spile  of  this  host  of  imaginary  evils— of  this  storm 
U  epithets,  which  gentlemen  have  literally  show- 
ered upon  the  bill, — its  policy,  the  American  pol- 
icy 01  the  Speaker—- will  prevail — will  remain 
fixed  and  irreversible— its  foundation  being  deeply 
sunk  in  public  opinion— in  the  confidence,  favor, 
and  a  flections  of  the  people. 

Permit  me  now  to  make  a  few  general  observa- 
tions upon  the  bill.    If  there  be  a  principle  in  po- 
litical economy,  or  any  other  science^  entitled  to 
unquestionable  assent,  it  is,  that  commercial  re- 
strictions, or  a  tariff  of  duties,  calculated  to  pro- 
tect the  maoofacturing  or  home  indastry,  is  indis- 
pensably necessary,  in  the  present  stale  of  the 
world,  to  develope  the  resouroes,  and  establish  the 
wealth  of  nations.    It  is  a  principle  sustained  by 
the  universal  testimony  of  the  present  and  the 
past.    Its  truth  is  written  in  letters  emphatically 
of  gold,  in  the  history  of  every  country  that  has 
adopted  it^  and  marked,  on  the  contrary,  in  char- 
acters of  ruin  and  bankruptcy,  and  utter  extinc- 
tion, in  the  examples  of  such  as  have  rejected  or 
abandoned  it.     It  is  the  great  wand,  indeed,  of 
the  aiagieian,  which,  when  stretched  over  nations, 
sheds  npoB   the  most  unpopitious  regions  the 
bounties  and  blessings  of  Providence ;  but  which, 
reversed,  withers  away  from  the  fairest  portions 
of  the  globe  the  munificence  of  nature.     Lan- 
guage, Mr.  Speaker,  as  unequivocal  as  this,  will 
prol&bly  be  denounced  as  declamation  ;  but  it  is 
notwithstanding  the  sober  evidence  of  experience, 
in  every  period  of  the  civilized  world.    Consult 
both  ancient  and  modem  history,  and  you  will 
find  the  restrictive  system,  either  in  its  naturtil  or 
artificial    existences,   virtually  the    basis   upon 
which  every  nation  has  erected  the  superstructure 
of  its  distinction  and  wealth.    It  was  this  prin- 
eiple  which,  upwards  of  thirty  centuries  ago,  col- 
lected upon  the  rock  of  Tyre  the  riches  of  the 
ancient  world,  and  which  in  modern  Europe  has 


t^tven  to  Venice  and  CTenoa,  to  Holland  and  Eng- 
and,  a  rank  and  influence  among  nations  entirely 
denied  them  by  the  dispositions  of  Providence. 
Since  the  agitation  of  this  subject,  I  have  exam- 
ined, or  rattoer  glanced  over,  the  history  of  every 
distinguished  modem  nation  in  its  relation  to  man- 
ttftictares.  And  it  is  a  striking  and  gratifying  fact 
to  observe  in  every  instaacecivilization  ano  science, 
intelligence,  and  freedom,  dominion  and  wealth, 
followiaff  in  their  footsteps.  From  the  modem 
Gkeeks,  (in  the  twelfth  century  the  most  polished 
people  in  Europe^  they  passed  to  the  Venetians 
and  Lombards.  From  the  Lombards  to  the  Han- 
seatic  towns  of  Gkrroany  and  Holland;  from 
Holland  to  France  and  England.  An  imposing 
and  magnificent  march— destined  to  receive  its 
final  consummation,  (who  will  presume  to  doubt  7) 
in  the  land  of  Fulton  and  Franklin. 

But  the  early  manufactaring  cities  and  nations 
of  Europe,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bar- 
bour) who  opened  this  discussion  says,  have  dis- 
appeared—have perished  from  the  earth.  And 
the  eloquent  gentleman  seems  to  deduce  from  this 
fact  a  liberal  argument  against  the  manufac- 
turing interest,  as  tending  more  than  any  other 
fttterestj  from  the  contingent  and  perishable  na- 
ture of  its  capital,  to  hasten  prematurely,  the  decay 
of  nations.  But  alas !  sir,  upon  what  communi'^ 
ties,  however  constituted,  does  the  breath  of  time 
alone  pass  over,  not  to  blight  or  destroy  ?  The 
Eternal  City  itself  is  sinking  beneath  the  infln^ 
ences  of  an  agent  the  most  fearfal  and  mysterious 
in  its  march  of  desolation  of  any  of  the  hitherto 
visimtions  of  the  Almighty.  The  cities  and  re* 
publics  referred  to  were  the  creations  of  accidents— > 
of  fortuitous  circumstances,  from  the  beginning. 
And  they  have  declined  and  perished  by  being 
absorbed  by  the  nations  around  them  possessing 
from  nature  most  extensive  manufacturing  ad- 
vantages, and  availing  themselves  of  them. 

It  is  with  nations,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  with  indi- 
viduals ;  and  the  economy  of  nations,  it  has  been 
said  during  the  debate,  should  be  represented  in 
I  miniature  by  the  economy  of  well  regulated  fam- 
ilies.   I  subscribe  with  pleasure  to  the  doctrine. 
And  the  whole  policy  of  the  bill  before  us  may  be 
beautifully  illustrated  by  the  family  of  an  Ameri- 
can farmer.    The  farmer,  in  all  .the  essentials  oi 
life,  of  food,  and  clothing,  is  perfectly  iadepen* 
dent.    Accidental  circumstances— 4t  state  of  war, 
for  example-— brings  to  him,  as  it  brings  to  every 
one,  embarrassments  and  privations ;  but  it  does 
not,  it  cannot,  abridge  materially  the  necessaries, 
or  even  the  conveniences  and  comforts  of  his 
household.   He  is  indepeiKlent.  Out,  independent 
as  he  is,  he  is  willing  to  continue  dependent  upon 
other  countries  for  the  finer  articles  of  clothing,  and 
the  luxuries  of  his  table.    And  such  is  the  nature 
of  the  independence  which  this  bill  contemplates 
to  give  to  this  countrv.    I  have  not  time  to  ex- 
tend the  illustration  further.    Yes,  sir;  it  is  in- 
deed with  nations  as  with  individuals.    And,  if 
there  be  in  national  economy  a  spectacle  more 
gratifying  than  the  independence  of  an  American 
farmer,  it  will  only  be  found  in  that  more  extended 
and  magnificent  spectacle — the  independence  of 
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this  great  Republic — ^with  all  its  interests,  agri- 
cultural, commercial,  and  manufacturing,  aided, 
sustained,  advanced,  and  carried  to  perfection. 

But,  what  kind  of  tariff  would  gentlemen  be 
willing  to  tolerate  ?  What,  I  repeat,  is  the  nature 
of  the  commercial  system  which  they  are  disposed 
to  establish  as  the  permanent  policy  of  this  coun- 
try ?  It  is  somethmg  which  I  can  scarcelv  com- 
prehend, and  certainly  not  define.  Something,  I 
presume,  graduated  to  the  minimum  of  an  ordi- 
nary revenue  law,  and  based  upon  the  principle  of 
Adam  Smith,  that  national  prosperity  is  best  pro- 
moted by  an  entire  dissolution  of  commercial  re- 
strictions— by  a  free  and  liberal  intercourse  among 
nations.  Come,  then,  let  us  test  for  a  moment 
this  specious,  captivating  theory.  Let  us  pursue 
this  free,  this  liberal  system,  to  its  legitimate,  its  ul- 
timate consequences.  Repeal  your  revenue  laws ; 
raze  your  custom-houses  to  their  foundations;  give 
your  commercial  restrictions,  of  every  description, 
to  the  winds ;  and,  after  you  have  achieved  these 
triumphs  over  the  institutions — the  delusions,  if 

Jou  please,  of  ages — go  reap  the  golden,  glorious 
arvest  which  awaits  you.  Alas !  you  have  sown 
in  the  winds  and  must  reap  the  desolation  of  the 
whirlwind.  The  Kalmuc  of  the  Crimea  will  sup- 
ply you  with  bread  ;  the  Copt  of  Egypt,  and  the 
Indian  of  Bengal  with  cotton  ;  England,  as  for- 
merly, with  your  household  furniture,  and  France 
with  the  articles  of  your  wardrobe.  Your  great 
interests  paralyzed;  your  agriculture  languish- 
ing; commerce  declining;  manufactures  perish- 
ing ;  youi;^  But,  sir,  I  cannot,  will  not  finish  the 
picture.  It  is  too  utterljr  repulsive  and  eztrava- 
^nt.  But,  repulsive  as  it  is,  and  extravagant  as 
It  may  seem  to  be,  it  is  a  picture  faithfully  correct, 
and  exhibits,  in  strong  relief,  the  desolation  and 
extremity  to  which  the  favorite  system  of  j?entle- 
men  opposed  to  this  tariff— -the  system  of  unre- 
stricted commerce,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
world,  if  adopted  and  persevered  in,  would  neces- 
sarily and  rapidly  reduce  U8. 

But  ffentlemen  contend  that  manufactures  will 
naturally  arise  whenever  population  acquires  a 
certain  degree  of  density ;  that  capital  will  seek 
its  most  profitable  investments ;  will  flow  into 
its  most  profitable  channels;  and,  consequently, 
that  the  interference  of  Government  to  give  it  im- 
pulse or  direction,  is  to  be  deprecated  as  intrusive, 
unnecessary,  and  unjust.  I  do  not  say,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, that  such  opinions  are  either  ^'  jargon  or  non- 
sense ;"  these  would  be  ungracious  terms,  notwith- 
standing their  recent  application,  from  a  distin- 
guished quarter  of  the  House,  to  a  proposition 
apparently  obvious  and  irresistible.  But  I  do  con- 
tend, that  the  doctrine  which  maintains  that  man- 
ufactures will  arise  of  themselves,  in  the  present 
age  of  stern  and  universal  competition,  without 
the  aid  and  protection  of  Government,  if  not 
"jargon  or  nonsense,"  is  mockerjr — the  bitterest 
mockery.  They  cannot  arise.  It  is  true,  that  the 
ordinary  domestic  manufactures  may  arise  and 
flourish,  as  they  have  arisen  and  flourished,  in  a 
remarkable  manner  among  us.  But  the  greater 
manufactures,  national  manufactures — the  man- 
ufactures devoted  to  the  great  articles  of  com- 


meiee — cannot  be  established  or  sastained  witb- 
ont  the  fosteriDje  and  unceasing  aid  of  commerciii 
restrictions.  They  will  othenvise  fail,  and  sink, 
and  perish,  and  be  withered  away  from  the  face  of 
the  earth,  before  the  skill,  the  competition,  and  en- 
terprise,  of  older  and  more  protected  natioos. 

But  JSngland,  gentlemen  say,  is  tired  of  (be 
restrictive  system,  and  willing  and  anxious  to 
aband<m  it.  This  fact,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  establisb- 
ed,  would  prove  a  strong  argument  against  as, 
inasmuch  as  we  depend  much  upon  the  example 
of  England  for  the  illustration  and  defence  of  oor 
doctrines.  But  what  facts  do  gentlemen  addnee, 
to  prove  that  England  is  really  tired  of  the  restric- 
tive system,  and  willing  to  abandon  it  ?  Is  it 
from  the  occasional  declamation  which  we  hear, 
and  to  which  we  have  been  referred,  in  the  Eng- 
lish Parliament ;  or  is  it  from  the  letters  of  Enif- 
lish  commercial  agents;  or  from  essays  in  Enr- 
lish  newspapers  and  reviews,  written  desigDedff 
to  mislead  and  bewilder  other  nations— -particu- 
larly this  country  ?  Is  it  from  sources  lixe  tbese 
that  gentlemen  hare  deduced  the  proposition  tbat 
England  is  tired  of  her  commercial  svstem,  (ibe 
restrictive  system,)  and  willing  to  aoandoo  it? 
England  tired  of  her  commerciiu  system !  Sir,  it 
is  a  system  so  interwoven  with  everjr  tissue  and 
fibre  of  her  existence,  that  the  relaxation  of  a  mo- 
ment would  seriously  endanger  its  Tttality.  Eog- 
land  tired  of  her  commercial  system !  England 
is  self-styled  *Uhe  fast-anchored  island"— "tbe 
mistress  of  the  seas."  Let  her  but  abandon  ber 
commercial  system,  and  the  berk — ^the  proud,  prood 
bark — of  her  destinies  will  be  driven,  almost  in- 
stantaneously, from  its  innumerable  mooring 
and  soon  dismanded  and  a  wreck,  with  the  bil- 
lows of  the  ocean  dashing  over  it !  England  tired 
of  ber  commercial  system !  England  is  the  dueen 
of  Islands — the  great  mart  of  the  commerciai 
world.  Let  her  but  abandon  her  commercial  s]rs- 
tem,  and  this  day  and  generation  shall  not  pus, 
before  she  shall  become  desolate  and  a  waste,  and 
present  to  history,  like  the  Babylon  of  the  Apoca- 
lypse, a  mighty  and  memorable  ruin,  Irom  aj^/o 
age,  forever.  England  tired  of  her  commercial 
system !  But,  why  should  England  be  tired  of 
her  commercial  system  ?  Has  it  failed  to  accom- 
plish any  of  the  great  objects  for  which  it  was 
established  ?  On  Uie  contrary,  has  it  not  rendered 
her  distinguished  and  wealthy  and  powerful  be- 
yond ail  example,  and  berond  ail  calcalation? 
We  are  told  in  Eastern  fables  of  gold  unboanded 
—  of  riches  inconceivable.  We  read  in  classic 
history  of  Plutus  and  Midas  and  the  golden  sands 
of  Pactolus.  But  these  fables — these  brilliant 
dreams  of  poetry  and  romance — have  been  real- 
ized— ay,  more  tnan  realized — by  the  commercial 
system  of  England.  Her  land  is  the  land  of  pe- 
aces ;  her  streams  are  richer  than  the  sands  of  tbe 
Lydian  river;  and  her  commercial  and  manafte- 
turing  cities  present  wealth  more  abundant  (hM 
the  gold  of  the  modern  Ophir,  or  the  multi^ica 
productions  of  the  hither  and  further  India.  dH^, 
with  all  her  wealth,  England  is,  netwithsunding, 
gentlemen  observe,  the  land  of  debt  irredeemable, 
of  paupers,  and  taxation.     True,  sir,  true;  me 
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resait,  however,  of  eTery  eauae  rather  thao  her ' 
protectire  8ystem---or  her  ruioous  and  mtermina- 
ble  wars ;  of  the  bitter  blessings  of  legitimacy ;  of 
kings  and  courts  bod  pensioners ;  and  that  all- 
pervading  aod  unceasins;  spirit  of  parade  and 
expenditure,  which,  by  the  perversion  of  public 
opinion,  is  regarded  as  indispensable  for  throwing 
a  becoming  splendor  round  the  altar  and  the 
throne;  and  sustaining,  what  Burke  has  absurdly 
deDominated  the  grace  and  oiajesty  of  a  great 
people! 

But,  sir,  the  very  fact  that  England  has  been 
enabled  to  accumulate  her  immense  debt,  and 
sustain  herself  under  its  tremendous  pressure,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  carry  with  it  strong  evidences  of 
the  extraordinary  influences  of  her  system  upon 
the  resources  and  wealth  of  nations.  There  are 
sereral  facts  which  so  strongly  illustrate  the  re- 
solts  of  her  restrictive  system,  that  1  must  be  per- 
mitted to  present  them  to  the  House.  The  reve- 
nue of  England  has  amounted,  in  a  single  year, 
the  Speaker  has  informed  us,  to  four  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars !  An  unprecedented  fact  in  finan- 
cial history-  Again,  sir.  The  annoal  interest  of 
the  English  national  debt  amounts,  at  present,  to 
between  one  hundred  and  fifty  and  one  hundred 
and  sixty  millions  of  dollars  I  a  sum  greatly  ex- 
ceeding the  whole  interest  and  principal  oi  the 
national  debt  o£  this  country;  and  which,  more- 
orer,  is  sufficient  to  provide  for,  and  maintain 
comfortably  at  one  ^reat  public  table,  the  entire 
population  of  the  United  Kingdom  forever  I  But, 
sir,  there  is  another  fact  which  exhibits  the  re- 
sources and  wealth  of  England  to  an  extent  still 
more  unprecedented  and  extraordinary.  In  1798, 
when  the  genius  of  the  modem  Caesar  was  carry- 
iog  the  victorious  arms  of  the  French  Republic 
over  Europe;  at  a  moment  when  the  excessive 
loaning  system  of  Pitt  had  excited  dismay  and 
consternation  throughout  the  moneyed  circles,  and 
the  Kingdom  itself  seemed  totterins  upon  the 
brick,  if  not  of  revolution,  at  least  of  some  great 
convulsion — at  this  moment,  I  say,  of  universal 
despondency,  the  idea  was  conceived  that  the  at- 
titude of  the  nation  mieht  still  be  preserved,  and 
the  vast  expenditures  of  the  war  successfally  met 
by  additional  impositions  upon  the  revenue  and 
income  of  the  people  of  England^  or,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Exchequer,  by  creating  the  supplies 
within  the  year.  The  idea  was  adopted;  Eng- 
land was  thrown  upon  her  own  resources ;  and, 
in  less  than  twenty-three  years,  in  addition  to  the 
loans  and  the  ordinary  war  taxes  of  the  Kingdom, 
already  carried  to  the  supposed  maximum  of  pos- 
sible payment  or  endurance,  upwards  of  three 
thousand  millions  of  dollars  were  realized  from 
the  internal  revenues  of  the  Kingdom;  a  sum 
largely  transcending  the  entire  wealth  dug,  for 
ages  past,  from  all  the  mines  of  all  the  world.  A 
single  remark  more  in  relation  to  England.  Con- 
trast her  situation,  for  a  moment,  with  any  other 
country  that  has  pursued  an  opposite  commercial 
system — with  Spain,  for  example.  England  is, 
naturally,  the  land  of  mist  and  eloom;  a  com- 
paratively barren  island  in  the  Northern  ocean : 
Spain,  the  most  delightful  region  in  the  temperate 


zone.  Three  hundred  years  ago  Spain  was  rkk 
and  powerful— so  much  for  the  industry  of  the 
Saracens:  England,  poor  and  resourceless.  About 
this  period,  they  exchanged  commercial  systems, 
or  rather,  they  adopted  new  ones;  and  the  result, 
after  the  lapse  of  three  centuries,  is  before  the 
world.  England  sways  a  sceptre,  compared  with 
which,  the  power  of  the  Roman  Caesars  shrinks 
to  nothing.  But  Spain — sir,  it  would  be  as  pos- 
sible to  give  form  and  stature,  and  flesh  and  blood, 
to  the  ashes  of  her  ancient  kmgs,  as  to  extort,  by 
any  possible  means  of  legislation,  from  the  entire 
population  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  the  ordinary 
revenue  of  England  for  a  single  year.  And  yet, 
sir,  such  is  the  result,  the  splendid,  the  magnifi- 
cent, the  almost  inconceivable  result,  of  a  system 
which  is  so  bitterly  denounced,  even  in  its  least 
exceptionable  parts,  in  its  application  to  this 
country ! 

I  will  detain  the  House  but  a  few  moments 
longer.  But,  before  I  take  my  seat,  I  must  be 
permitted  to  express  my  surprise  and  regret  at  the 
extraordinary  excitement  which  the  system  under 
consideration  has  produced.  It  embraces  no  mo- 
nofoly.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  not  an  article 
which  it  purports  to  protect,  which  time  alone, 
unaided  and  unprotected,  would  not  establish. 
No,  sir.  The  policy  of  this  bill,  I  mean  the  policy 
of  efficient  protection  to  the  great  objects  of  oar 
industry,  is  no  sickly  exotic,  whose  miserable  ex- 
istence can  only  be  sustained  by  unceasing  nur* 
ture  and  protection,  but  the  hardy  native  plant 
that,  unassisted^  attains  slowly  to  maturity,  but 
which  strikes  its  roots  deeply,  and  extends  its 
branches  loftily  in  proportion  to  the  care  and  pro- 
tection which  we  award  to  it. 

The  adversaries  of  the  bill  affect  to  regard  it  as 
a  question,  whether  we  shall,  or  shall  not  become, 
a  manufacturing  people.  This  is  not  the  ques-^ 
tion.  We  are  already  a  manufacturing  people; 
the  greatest,  with  the  exception  of  France  ana 
England,  in  the  world — at  least  in  the  Christian 
world.  We  manufacture,  by  computation,  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  fabrics — similar  articles  of  which 
we  imported,  or  the  greater  part  of  which  we 
imported,  before  and  smce  the  Revolution,  from 
England,  France,  and  Holland.  The  monuments 
of  our  dependence  upon  the  old  world,  are  yet 
every  where  visible.  Within  our  immediate  vis- 
ion  stands  a  house  (and  such  houses  are  found 
in  all  the  Atlantic  States,)  built  of  imported  ma- 
terials, and  constructed  probably— for  in  many 
instances  houses  were  so  constructed — by  Eu- 
ropean artificers.  The  progress  indeed  which 
we  have  made  in  every  department  of  useful  in- 
dustry is  unexampled.  And  if  gentlemen  would 
but  look  back  and  observe  what  we  have  accom- 
plished for  the  last  thirty  years,  by  means  of  our 
own  unassisted  energies ;  and  then  look  forward 
for  the  same  period,  and  reflect  upon  what  these 
energies — stimulated  and  sustained  by  protective 
laws,  and  operating  on  the  rapid  development  of 
our  internal  wealth  and  resources,  may  and  must 
accomplish,  a  single  glance  at  the  briUiapt  pros- 
pect would  be  sufficient— at  least  should  he  suf. 
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ficient  to  remove  all  doabts--4o  eztin^ish  all 
apprehensions,  in  relation  to  the  policy  under 
consideration. 

Bat  I  despair  of  being  able  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  gentlemen  either  to  the  past  or  the  future. 
They  are  so  deeply  interested  with  the  present 
moment,  in  combatting  the  shadows — the  Gor- 
l^ons  and  Chimeras,  which  imagination  has  con- 
jured up  from  this  bill,  that  both  precedent  and 
prospect  are  alike  lost  upon  them. 

But  the  bill  is  further  denounced  as  a  noTel 
project — as  a  vast  and  wanton  experiment — as  a 
bill  containing  new  and  extraordinary  principles. 
Sir,  it  is  neither  project  nor  experiment.  It  con- 
tains no  new  nor  uncommon  principles. 

Its  principles,  indeed,  are  as  ancient  as  history; 
and  have  been  incorporated  into  the  policy  of 
every  nation,  distinffuished  for  success  in  com- 
merce or  the  arts.  A  novel  project !  Sir,  it  is  the 
policy  we  combat — the  unrestrictive  svstem  of 
modern  economists,  the  dissolution  of  all  tarifis— 
which  is  the  real  novelty  of  the  day.  A  svstem 
captivating  in  theory,  but  totally  inapplicable  to 
the  present  state  and  temper  of  the  commercial 
world.  The  age  of  free  commerce,  like  the  mille- 
nium  of  Patmos,  the  reign  of  universal  peace,  is 
evidently  reserved  for  times  less  stern  than  ours. 
The  temple  of  Janus,  we  may  ccmfidently  pre- 
dict, will  be  closed  for  the  last  time,  and  forever, 
among  men,  before  its  revolutions  commence. 
But  to  close  my  remarks— What  sir,  is  the  real 
nature  of  the  bill  before  us?  of  this  "fearful, 
frightful  bill?"  of  this  '<staau>  act  measure?" 
which  is  to  be  the  precursor,  if  we  are  to  credit 
the  honorable  gentleman  irom  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Raiioolpb,)  who  immediately  preened  me,  of 
rebellion  and  revolution?  of  this  " fire-lnrand," 
which  is  about  to  be  thrown  (not  indeed  into  the 
Ottoman  emnire  but)  into  a  region  of  spirits  infin- 
itely more  nery  and  formidable  than  Turk  or 
Greek-^the  South  ?  What  I  demand  is  the  real 
nature — the  pervading  spirit — ^the  grand  design 
of  the  bill  before  us  ?  Sir,  the  full  front  and  face 
of  its  offending,  is  this,  and  simply  this,  to  sectire 
to  American  mdustry,  by  a  liberal,  progressive, 
and  protective  tariff,  the  monopoly  of  our  own 
resources — of  that  vast  manufacturing  material, 
which  nature,  in  her  munificence,  has  every 
where  created  around  us,  in  immeasurable  abun- 
dance. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  to  thank  the 
House  for  its  indulgence,  and  apologize  for  having 
trespassed  so  long  upon  its  time. 


Friday,  April  16. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
Ross,  George  Lowrey,  Major  Ridge,  and  Elijah 
Hicks,  delegates  from  the  Cherokee  nation  of  In- 
dians, representing  the  unwillingness  of  the  Cher- 
okees  to  abandon  the  territory  upon  which  they 
now  reside,  declaring  their  determination  to  pur- 
peaceably,  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  the 
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mechanic  arts,  find  praying  that  the  Gkneral  Gov- 


ernment will  protect  their  righu. — Referred  to  die 
Committee  of  the  whole  Hotise  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  a  petition,  signed 
by  Thomas  Law,  Walter  Jones,  and  Blias  B. 
Ualdwell,  a  committee  appointed  at  a  public  meet- 
ing of  the  citizens  of  Washington,  praying  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  the  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment of  the  country,  and  the  establishrorot  of  a 
national  paper  currency,  as  best  calculated  to 
remedy  the  evil. — ^Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Wavs  and  Means. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jq- 
diciary,  reported  a  bill  to  divide  the  district  of 
Kentucky  into  two  judicial  districts ;  which  w» 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  ' 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Mitchell,  accom- 
panied with  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Our  ley,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  hiqoire  into  the 
expediency  of  relinquishing  to  the  parish  of  West 
Baton  Rouge,  in  Louisiana,  the  title  of  the  United 
States  to  a  tract  of  land  containing  about  ei^t 
acres  front  on  the  Mississippi,  for  the  puipose  of 
making  and  keeping  in  repair  a  levee  on  said  land. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  litlrs) 
viz: 

1st.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Langley 
and  Benjamin  M.  Belt : 

2d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  ThadeusMayhew; 

3d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord  Skin- 
ner; 

4th.  An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holdiDg  the 
district  court  in  the  district  of  Missouri; 

5th.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hewes; 
were,  severally,  read  the  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred :  the  1st,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims; 
the  2d,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  the  3d,  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals;  the  4tb,  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ;  and  the  5th,  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  Message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoase 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  foUowiog 
titles,  to  vit:  ''An  act  for  enclosing  the  baria 
ffround  of  Christ  Church,  Washington  parish;* 
*<  An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  warehouse 
at  the  former  quarantine  ground,  near  the  Eof- 
liah  Turn,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  for  the 
erection  of  a  dwelling  house  at  the  Balize,  io  the 
said  Slate,  for  the  use  of  the  boarding  officer  at 
that  place,  and  for  other  purposes;"  <' Anactsap- 
plementary  to  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
30th  day  of  June,  1812,  entitled  'An  act  makiBg 
further  provision  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  lo 
the  Territory  of  Missouri ;' "  "  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Elijah  Van  Syckei,  of  Philadelphia ;"  and  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Shields;"  in  which 
bilU  the  Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

Three  Messages  were  received  from  the  Pbwi- 

I  OBNT  OF  TBK  UNITBD  StaTCS,  tO  wit: 
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Claim  </  JkuM  B.  Tompkins. 


H  or  R. 


To  tA«  fToKje  of  Rtipreufniakinu  ofih€  UnUid  Suaea: 

I  transmit  to  the  Hoqm  of  Representatives  a  report 
of  the  Secrctarj  of  War,  containing  the  iufbrmation 
requested  by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  dated  26th 
uitimo,  showing  the  reason  why  the  engineers  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  most  soitaUe  site  for  a  national 
armory  on  the  Western  waters,  hare  not  made  their 
report. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Armxi  16,  1«M. 

The  Message  and  report  were  laid  upon  the 
table. 

SICOVDf 

ToiKeHim§e^Itqjf9aaitaiioe$o/aie  UnUedStaUe: 

In  eompKanoe  with  a  resolution  of  the  Honse  of 
Repreoeotatrres  of  tha  8lh  of  April,  requesting  infor- 
mation wbeCh«r  the  Sth  section  of  the  act  of  the  9d 
March*  IMS,  ralating  to  a  township  of  land,  lying 
within  John  CUto  Symmes'  patent^  had  bean  azaeated, 
sad,  if  not,  what  leasona  had  prevented  it,  I  transmit  a 
leport  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasaiy,  which  af- 
foids  the  iiifBraMtioa  desifed. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Aran.  I6»  1834. 

The  Message  and  report  were  laid  apon  the 

uble. 

THian. 

To  Hu  Hcu»eo/R^re»enUUiv€$  qfthe  UuUidSUUet: 

I  herewith  trmnsmit  to  the  Hoosa  ot  Romresenla- 
ttves  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  con* 
taios  (he  information  requeated  by  a  resolution  of  the 
8th  inataot,  respecting  the  proposals  that  were  made 
by  certain  ladiaDS  therein  described,  of  the  Cherokee 
■ttion,  for  the  cession  of  their  lands  to  the  United 
Slates. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

AraiL  16, 1824. 

The  Messaffe  and  report  were  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  Hoose  on  the  state  of  the 

Union. 

AFRICAN  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  GoTAN,  from  the  committee  to  which  was 
referred  so  mach  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  the  suppression  of  the  African  slare 
trade,  reported  a  bill  respecting  the  slave  trade ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.    The  biii  is  as  follows: 

Be  it  enaded,  4'^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  thii  lew,  if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
p^non  resident  therein,  shall,  in  any  port  or  place 
wheteoever,  boild,  or  in  any  respect  fit,  equip,  man, 
bid,  or  otherwise  prepare,  or  cause  to  be  prepared,  or 
in  any  respect  fitted,  equipped,  manned,  or  otherwise 
preptred,  or  be  in  any  respMt  concerned  in  equipping, 
BtnniQg,  or  preparing  any  ship  or  vessel,  for  the  pur- 
P<^  of  being  employed  in  the  slave  trade,  or  in  the 
trinsportation  of  slavea  from  any  foreign  port  or  place 
to  any  foreign  port  or  place  wbiatsoever,  for  the  pur- 
pose iferesaid,  every  such  citisen  or  other  peivon,  so 
offending,  shsU,  on  conviction,  be  punished  hy  fine  not 
oxceediog  five  thousand  dollars,  and  by  impnsonment 
seven  years ;  aiid  such  ship  or  vessel. 


her  tackloy  apparel,  fumiinre,  provisions  and  cargo,  on 
board  thereof,  shall  be  forfeiteid.  And  any  dtisen,  or 
other  person  resident  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  voluntas 
rily  serve  on  board  anch  ahip  or  vessel,  or  shall  sail  on 
board  thereof,  knowing  the  same  to  be  intended  to  be 
employed  in  the  slave  trade,  or  in  the  transportation 
ot  slaves  as  aforesaid,  shall,  on  conviction,  be  liable  to 
be  punished  by  fine  not  eiceeding  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  A^re  years. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  affect,  or  in 
any  wise  repeal,  any  acts  hitherto  passed  for  the  pro- 
hibition or  suppression  of  the  slave  trade;  but  the  same 
acts,  and  every  clause  thereof,  shall  remain  in  full 
foroe,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been 
made. 

CLAIM  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  on  the  claim  of  D.  D.  Tompkins,  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  was  laid  on  the  table  a 
day  or  two  ago,  was  taken  .up. 

Mr.  CocK£  then  moved  to  recommit  the  report 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  in- 
structions  to  report  a  bill.  This  motion  he  ground- 
ed  on  the  fact  that,  to  agree  to  the  report. of  the 
committee,  would  only  leave  the  matter  where  it 
was  before.  He  proceeded  to  examine,  in  detail, 
the  report  of  the  committee,  in  part  of  which  he 
said  he  cordially  acquiesced,  being  willing  to  make 
everv  just,  and  even  liberal  allowance  to  this  in* 
dividaal,  and  in  other  particulars  of  which  he  was 
of  opinion  the  Government  was  not  bound  to  make 
to  Governor  Tompkins  any  indemnification  what- 
ever. He  specified  the  sort  of  allowances  which 
he  was  disposed  to  make,  and  those  to  which  he 
objected.  He  concluded  his  observations,  by  mov- 
ing the  instructions  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  report  a  bill,  viz : 

"  let.  To  authorise  an  allowance  of  interest  on  all 
moneys  advanced  by  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  on  account 
of  the  United  States,  from  tha  time  of  making  the  ad- 
vancea  until  its  repajment. 

**Sd.  To  provide  indemnity  for  actual  loeoes  stt»> 
tained  bv  him  in  consequence  of  the  United  States 
failing  to  fiiraish  htm  with  money  and  Treasury  notes 
within  the  time  stipulated,  and  on  acoount  of  which 
failure  t^e  losses  were  sustained." 

Mr.  FLovn,  of  Virginia,  made  a  few  remarks 
expressive  of  his  opinion,  that  the  most  liberal  ad- 
justment of  the  accounts  of  this  officer  should  be 
made.  He  would  not  onlv  settle  his  accounts 
liberally,  he  said,  but,  if  within  the  powers  of  this 
House,  he  would  vote  him  from  the  national  funds 
any  reasonable  amount  of  compensation  besides, 
for  the  eminent  services  he  has  rendered  his  coun- 
try. This  .country  must  be  reduced  low,  indeed, 
if  it  was  not  disposed  to  remunerate  such  services 
as  bis.  Such  a  man  as  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  was 
not  always  to  be  found  when  wanted.  The  virtue 
and  integrity  of  that  man  led  mainly  to  the  for- 
tunate termmation  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain. 
He  would  not  trammel  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts with  the  same  checks  and  restrictions  as 
are  required  upon  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  a  disbursing  officer,  acting  under  prescribed 
rules;  for,  when  the  United  States  had  no  credit, 
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that  individual  had  Dot  spared  his  own — at  a  time, 
too,  when,  as  our  fleets  were  endeavoring  to  get 
to  sea,  there  were  men,  in  a  neighboring  State, 
who  showed  blue  lights  as  a  signal  to  the  enemy. 
The  destinies  of  this  nation  were,  in  a  manner,  in 
the  hands  of  that  man,  and  bis  patriotism  and 
virtue  saved  us  from  disgrace  and  defeat,  dbc. 

Mr.  McLane  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  the  propriety  of  a  recommitment,  with 
less  limited  instructions. 

Mr.  Cocke  professed  a  desire  to  do  every  thing 
that  justice  should  dictate  to  Governor  Tompkins, 
and  any  modification  of  the  instructions,  compat- 
ible with  that  view  of  the  subject,  he  was  willing 
to  assent  to. 

Mr.  McLame  then  expressed  his  views  of  this 
subject.    He  considered  it  unfortunate  that  the 
subject  had  been  again  brought  before  the  House, 
and  was  averse  to  a  recommitment  of  it  now,  be- 
cause it  was  at  too  late  a  period  of  the  session  to 
take  up  the  subject  de  novo,  and  act  upon  it.    He 
then  stated  what  was  the  particular  situation  of 
the  accounts  of  this  gentleman,  adverting  to  the 
act  of  Congress  passed  at  the  last  session,  and  the 
principles  of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
which  that  act  was  founded.     At  that  time,  he 
suggested,  the  subject  of  these  accounts  underwent 
an  elaborate  discussion.    The  question,  whether 
or  not  it  was  proper  to  make  an  equitable  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  Gk)vernor  Tompkins,  was 
then  decided  in  the  affirmative.     If  the  House 
were  now  to  undertake  to  resettle  these  claims,  he 
did  not  know  when  any  settlement  of  a  principle 
bv  this  House  was  to  be  considered  conclusive. 
There  must  be  some  end  to  questions  of  this  sort, 
and  he  was  desirous  that  the  same  weisht  should 
be  given  to  decisions  on  questions  of  right  by  Con- 
gress, as  if  the  same  decisions  had  b^n  made  in 
a  court  of  justice.    On  the  question  of  commis- 
sions, for  which  the  President  was  disposed  to 
make  a  liberal  allowance  to  Governor  Tompkins, 
and  which  the  accounting  officers  were  disposed 
to  allow,  on  the  principles  usual  in  the  settlement 
of  ordinary  accounts,  Mr.  McL.  said,  that  Mr. 
Tompkins  had  procured  for  the  Government,  dur- 
ing the  war,  loans  of  money  for  the  use  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  amount  of  one  million  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  had  also  disbursed  those 
funds ;  and,  without  the  aid  which  it  thus  received 
from  this  individual,  every  one  must  know  that 
the  operations  of  the  war  would  have  been  exceed- 
ingly embarrassed.  For  this  service,  of  borrowing 
and  disbursement,  it  was  proposed  to  allow  him  a 
commission  of  five  per  cent.,  which  would  make 
an  amount  of  about  $95,000.   And  of  this  amount, 
Mr.  McL.  said,  there  was  a  sum  of  $460,000,  for 
which  the  Government  had  agreed  to  send  to  the 
Vice  President  Treasury  notes  to  take  up  the  per- 
sonal notes  which  he  had  given  for  it.    But  the 
Treasury  notes  did  not  arrive  until  his  own  notes 
bad  become  due  and  been  protested,  by  which  his 
credit  was  destroyed,  to  wnich,  in  a  great  degree, 
all  the  subsequent  losses  and  misfortunes  of  this 
gentleman  were  to  be  attributed.  The  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  Mr.  McL.  said,  did  not  wish 
to  reinvestigate  this  case,  or  they  would  have  been 


disposed  to  recommend  a  more  liberal  allowance 
than  was  proposed.  If  instnicted,  however,  by  the 
House,  it  would  be  their  duty  to  take  it  into  con- 
sideration. He  replied  to  some  other  suggestions 
of  Mr.  Cocke,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  services 
rendered  by  Mr.  Tompkins  in  the  capacity  of  a 
Major  General.  If  the  gentleman  had  had  an  op- 
portunity of  becoming  fully  acquainted  with  the 
facts  on  the  subject,  he  would  have  learned  that 
his  services,  in  that  capacity,  had  been  of  great 
importance.  On  one  occasion  he  had  left  hi»  fam- 
ily, then  in  a  deplorable  situation,  and  departed  in 
the  night  for  the  frontier,  where  he  called  forth  the 
militia,  and  at  that  moment  saved  the  country. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  added, 
would  have  acceded  to  the  propositions  of  the  Vice 
President,  in  regard  to  the  difierence  which  now 
exists  between  him  and  the  Gk>vernment,  if  they 
had  not  considered  the  law  of  the  last  session  so 
broad  as  to  make  any  further  legiidatioB  on  the 
subject  unnecenary. 

Mr.  Hamilton  rase  to  testifv  to  the  fkot  of  the 
Vice  President  having  exercised  military  eonunmnd 
during  the  war,  which  was  within  his  personal 
knowledge. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cocks's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  n  large 
majority. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  rqiort 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  referring 
the  subject  back  io  the  final  decision  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  without  a 
division. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 


The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  revision  of  the  several  acts  laying 
duties  upon  imports — the  question  being  on  Mr. 
Randolph's  motion  for  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MoDoFFiE  rose  and  said,  the  unsolicited  in- 
dulgence of  the  House,  to  which  he  was  indebted  for 
the  opportunity  of  presenting  his  views  on  this  in- 
teresting subject  to-day,  instead  of  being  compelled 
to  perform  that  duty  yesterday,  under  the  fatigiie 
and  exhaustion  of  a  long  sitting,  had  laid  him 
under  obligations  of  which  he  was  profoundly  sen- 
sible. The  only  return,  however,  said  Mr.  McD^ 
which  I  can  promise,  for  the  kindness  thus  shown 
to  me,  is  the  brevity  of  the  remarks  which  I  pro- 
pose to  offer.  At  so  late  a  staee  of  this  alremdr 
protracted  discussion,  I  cannot  natter  myself  with 
the  expectation  that  I  shall  interest  the  attention 
of  the  House  by  the  novelty  of  my  arguments,  but 
must  be  content  to  indulge  the  hope  that  I  may  not 
exhaust  its  patience  by  tneir  prolixity. 

During  tne  progress  of  this  debate  upon  the 
various  questions  which  have  arisen  upon  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill}  I  have  studiously  avoided  entering 
into  the  consideration  of  the  general  principles 
and  policy  of  the  protecting  system.  And  I  have 
done  so  in  compliance  with  this  general  rule,  by 
which  I  have  determined  to  regulate  my  conduct, 
so  long  as  I  have  the  honor  of  a  seat  unon  this 
floor,  never  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House  by 
diKussing  any  question  which  is  not  distinctly  be- 
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fore  it  for  eonsideratioD.  I  have  the  less  came  to 
regret  haviog  ihu»  abstained  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, because  it  is  now  obTious  that  the  subject 
has  assumed  more  than  its  usual  interest,  as  well 
from  the  crisis  at  which  we  have  arrived,  as  from 
the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  the  ques- 
tioQ  is  now  presented  to  us.  In  all  the  various 
stages  of  our  pioceediags,  we  have  still  had  before 
us  the  opportunity  of  reviewing  our  work.  But  the 
question  being  now'on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  what- 
ever decision  we  shall  maae  upon  it,  will  be,  as  to 
us,  final  and  irrevocable.  And  we  are  called  upon 
to  give  this  final  sanction  to  the  measure,  with  the 
fact  clearly  ascertained,  that  it  cannot  be  adopted 
but  by  a  Yerj  small  majority.  Waiving,  for  a 
moment,  any  inquiry  into  the  policy  of  protecting 
domestic  manufactures,  I  put  it  to  gentlemen  to 
say  whether  prudence  does  not  dictate,  even  to  the 
most  firm  and  independent  statesman,  that  a  mea* 
sitfe  laying  very  heavy  burdens  upon  the  whole 
community^— «  measure  which,  however  we  maj 
speculate  upon  the  subject,  the  people  must  sensi- 
bly feel— «  measure  which  has  already  produced, 
in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  the  most  intense  ex- 
citement, ought  to  be  adopted  with  a  bare  majority 
of  the  national  representatives  in  its  fiivor?  Sir, 
a  GkiTernaaent  emaaating  from  the  people,  and  re- 
sponsible to  public  opinion,  oueht  not  to  oe  indif- 
ferent to  this  prudential  consioeration.  I  do  not 
profess  to  be  minutely  acquainted  with  the  Parlia- 
mentary history  of  Great  Britain;  but  I  hazard 
little  in  asserting  that  no  British  Minbter,  in  the 
height  of  his  ascendency,  would  venture  to  pass 
even  a  tax  bill  for  the  public  service)  to  the  extent 
of  this,  with  a  majority  so  small  as  that  which  has 
ordered  this  bill  to  its  third  reading. 

This  measure,  all  agree,  is  part  of  a  system  in- 
tended to  produce  a  great  and  lunda mental  change 
m  the  policy  of  the  country — a  change,  to  be  ef- 
fected by  disturbing  the  relations  which  now  ex- 
ist between  the  different  portions  of  the  Union 
and  the  different  classes  of  societv.  That  such  a 
change  as  this  can  be  produced  oy  legal  regula- 
tions, operating,  of  necessity,  as  a  tax  upon  the 
people,  without  exciting  a  strong  feeling  of  popu- 
lar discontent,  not  to  say  indignation,  is  an  ex- 
pectation which  gentlemen  delude  themselves  if 
they  indulge.  An  acute  and  livdy  sensibility  to 
every  invasion,  by  Grovernment,  of  the  rij^hts  of 
property,  is  one  of  the  strongest  characteristics  of 
freedom  in  modem  times;  and  there  is  no  people 
on  earth  more  distinguished  for  it  than  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  I  therefore  submit  it, 
respectfully,  to  the  consideration  of  the  friends  of 
the  roanufactcuring  interest  themselves,  whether 
there  is  not  serious  danger  that  a  measure  of  this 
character,  enacted  by  a  lean  majority,  will  pro- 
duce a  reaction  among  the  people,  which  may  re- 
sidt  in  the  entire  wostration  of  the  system  they 
are  so  anxious  to  foster  and  extend. 

In  soliciting  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a 
very  brief  examination  ol'  the  policy  of  this  mea- 
snre,  it  is  far  from  my  intention  to  enter  into  a 
formal  dissertation  upon  the  general  principles  of 
political  economy.  This  is  neither  tne  place  nor 
the  occasion  for  such,  dissertations.    My  observa- 
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tions  shall  be  confined  to  a  practical  examination 
of  the  question,  in  reference  to  the  actual  state  of 
things  in  this  country,  assuming,  as  a  basis,  a  few 
palpable  and  obvious  principles,  which  have  long 
ceaised  to  be  questionable  in  the  estimation  of  the 
most  enlightened  philosophera  and  statesmen  of 
Europe. 

Whilst,  sir,  on  the  one  hand  I  unequivocally 
deny,  what  is  maintained  by  some,  that  manufac- 
turing industry  is,  in  itself,  more  profitaUe  than 
agricultural  or  commercial,  I  distinctly  disclaim 
the  notion,  maintained  by  others,  that  the  pursuits 
of  agriculture  are  more  profitable  than  those  of 
maaufacture  or  commerce.  All  such  notions  are 
utterly  erroneous  and  visionary,  and  are  founded 
upon  a  misconception  of  what  it  is  that  consti- 
tutes wealth,  and  of  the  principles  which  regulate 
the  distribution  of  capital  and  labor.  What  is 
wealth  ?  The  wealth  of  a  nation  consists  in  the 
abundance  of  those  articles  which  administer  to 
the  necessities,  the  comforts,  and  the  luxuries  of 
life,  according  to  the  existing  habits  of  society. 
It  results  from  this,  that  a  combination  of  the 
products  of  agriculture  and  of  manufacture  is  es- 
sential to  the  wealth  of  a  civilized  community, 
such  as  exists  in  the  United  States.  With  the  most 
unlimited  abundance  of  the  products  of  agricul- 
ture, we  should  be  poor  without  the  products  of 
art ;  and  with  an  equal  abundance  of  manufac- 
tures, we  should  perish  without  the  productions  of 
the  soil.  It  ii«  conceded,  on  all  hands^  that  we 
abound  in  articles  of  the  latter  description ;  and 
the  only  question  to  be  debated  is,  how  can  we 
most  advantageously  obtain  the  former?  Shall 
we  fabricate  them  ourselves  or  import  them  from 
abroad?  To  the  common  understanding  of  man- 
kind, it  would  seem  to  be  a  self-evident  proposition 
that  the  cheapest  mode  of  obtaining  them  is  that 
which  a  nation  ought  to  pursue,  as  it  is  certainly 
that  which  individuals  would  pursue,  with  a  view 
to  the  promotion  of  their  own  interest.  But  here 
we  are  met  with  the  argument  that  commerce  is 
a  barren  and  unproductive  pursuit.  A  Tery  few 
remarks  will  serve  to  refute  this  notion,  which, 
when  examined,  will  be  found  to  be  a  mere  ver- 
bal proposition.  It  is  true  that  commerce  does  not 
produce  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  elements 
of  wealth,  but  it  communicates  value  to  both. 
Without  commerce  the  surplus  production,  both 
of  individuals  and  nations,  would  be  utterly  value- 
less. Of  what  value,  for  example,  are  the  surplus 
productions  of  the  manufactories  of  Manchatter 
and  Birmingham,  either  to  us  or  to  those  who 
produce  them,  until,  by  the  agency  of  commerce, 
they  are  brought  to  our  stores  and  distributed  to 
the  consumes?  It  would  be  precisely  as  correct 
to  say  that  their  entire  value  is  derived  from  com- 
merce, as  to  maintain  that  its  operations  are  un- 
productive. Either  proposition  would  be  equally 
absurd.  While,  therefore,  I  view  any  proposition, 
which  asserts  the  superior  productiveness  of  one 
of  the  great  divisions  of  human  industry  over  the 
others,  as  being  not  only  erroneous,  but  absolutely 
unmeaning  and  unintelligible,  I  admit  that  the 
wealth  of  a  community  depends  upon  the  main- 
tenance of  a  due  proportion  between  them.    And 
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tke  question  for  a  practical  statesman  to  deter- 
mine is,  bow  is  this  proportion  to  be  maintained, 
80  as  to  produce  the  greatest  aggregate  benefit  to 
the  community  ? 

On  this  question,  if  I  may  be  permitted,  and  I 
scarcely  know  whether  I  ought  to  venture  upon  it, 
I  will  lay  down  a  general  principle,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  Adam  Smith,  who,  notwithstanding 
the  terms  of  sweeping  condemnation  which  have 
been  applied  to  his  speculations,  has  done  more  to 
enlighten  the  world  on  the  science  of  political 
economy  than  any  man  of  modern  times.  He  is 
the  founder  of  the  science.  All  that  has  been 
since  done  is  but  a  development  or  modification 
of  the  principles  he  established.  What,  then,  is 
his  great  elemenury  principle?  That  labor  and 
capital,  if  left  to  receive  their  direction  from  indi- 
vidual sagacity,  will  naturally  seek,  and  speedily 
find,  the  most  profitable  employments.  And  this 
is  founded  upon  the  idea  that  individuals  are  more 
capable  of  forming  a  judgment  as  to  what  will 
promote  their  pecuniary  interests,  than  the  most 
enlightened  Government  can  possibly  be,  from  the 
very  nature  of  things.  This,  however^  is  de- 
nounced as  empty  theory !  Every  thing,  it  seems, 
vrhich  does  not  result  from  legislation,  from  the 
officious  restrictions  of  Government,  is  to  be  re- 
garded as  the  operation  of  a  ruinous  theory.  But, 
air,  I  put  it  to  the  common  sense  and  common  ob- 
servation of  every  gentleman  in  the  House,  whe- 
ther this  theory  does  not  rest  upon  (he  most  steady 
and  immutable  and  powerful  principles  of 'human 
action — principles  which  never  cease  Tor  a  mo- 
ment to  actuate  the  great  mass  of  every  commu- 
nity. What  stronger  instinct  belongs  to  the  char- 
acter of  man  than  that  which  impels  him  to 
improve  his  condition?  And  what  conceivable 
obliquity  of  perception  can  prevent  him  from  dis- 
covering, upon  a  survey  of  the  various  pursuits 
which  are  open  to  him,  that  from  which,  with  his 
neculiar  capacities,  he  can  derive  the  greatest  pro- 
fit? I  can  very  well  imagine  the  case  of  a  rude 
and  barbarous  people,  unaccustomed  to  the  enjoy- 
ments of  civilized  life,  in  which  a  Government, 
despotic  in  its  character,  and  rising  much  above 
the  existing  state  of  intelli^nce  in  the  country 
over  which  it  holds  dommion.  might  produce 
great  and  beneficial  changes  in  the  pursuits  of  so- 
ciety bv  legal  regulations.  The  Government,  for 
example,  which  should  conduct  a  people  from  the 
hunter  to  the  shepherd  state,  or  from  the  latter  to 
the  ag[ricultural,  would  undoubtedly  confer  the 
most  signal  benefits  upon  the  community.  Such 
a  ehange,  however,  could  be  accomplished  only 
by  a  gradual  improvement  of*  the  people,  and  by 
giving  them  a  taste  for  comforts  and  luxuries  to 
which  they  were  unaccustomed.  But,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  say  that  there  is  not  a  people  on  the  face 
of  the  earth  to  whom  a  policy  of  this  kind  would 
he  so  utterly  inapplicable  as  to  the  people  of  these 
United  States.  What,  sir,  is  their  character?  Is 
there  a  nation  more  acute,  ingenious,  or  enter- 
prising, more  keen  and  sagacious  in  perceiving 
the  avenues  to  profit,  or  more  prompt  and  energetic 
to  pursue  them?  Do  thej  need  tbe  direction  of 
this  Government  to  indicate  the  way  to  indi- 


vidual prosperity?  Shall  we  undertake  to  en- 
lighten the  capitalists  of  Boston  as  to  the  most 
profitable  mode  of  investing  their  disengaged  cap- 
ital ?  They  would  lani^h  to  scorn  the  folly  aod 
impotence  of  such  officious  dictation.  It  will 
scarcely  be  alleged  that  our  peo|4e  have  not  a 
taste  for  the  products  of  manufacture.  For  all 
the  productions  of  human  industry — ^for  all  tbe 
articles,  at  least,  of  which  we  propose  to  encour- 
age the  domestic  fabrication,  the  people  of  this 
countrv  have  perhaps  too  keen  an  appetite.  Id- 
deed,  tne  complaint  of  the  friends  of  this  measore 
is,  that  they  import  them  in  too  great  abundance. 
No  legislation,  therefore,  is  necessary  to  create  i 
demand  for  those  articles.  In  such  a  state  of 
things,  the  general  principle  is  indisputably  troe, 
that  capital  and  labor  will  naturally  flow  into  tbe 
most  profitable  channels  of  industry,  without  tbe 
control  of  Government. 

But,  to  this  general  principle  I  admit  there  is 
an  exception,  which  I  will  candidly  state.  And 
here  I  will  take  leave  leave  to^  remark,  that,  anx- 
ious as  I  am  to  defeat  this  measure,  which  I  be- 
lieve would  be  ruinous  to  some  portions  of  the 
Union,  and  beneficial  to  none ;  yet  I  would  not, 
if  I  could,  accomplish  this  object  by  stating  anf 
principle  which  I  believe  to  be  false.  An  elevated 
morality,  which  regards  the  establishment  of  cor- 
rect principles  as  more  important  than  victorf, 
should  characterize  our  deliberations  here.  I  ad- 
mit then  that  when  from  the  revolutions  of  trade 
or  the  progress  of  society  a  crisis  has  occurred  in 
which  a  great  and  fundamental  change  must  take 
place  in  the  distribution  of  the  capital  and  labor 
of  a  nation,  a  wise,  moderate,  and  cautious  legis- 
lation may  aid  in  effecting  the  change,  and  is  erea 
necessary  to  effect  it  in  the  manner  most  benefi- 
cial to  the  community.  But,  sir,  if  we  attencirelj 
examine  the  principles  upon  which  this  proposi- 
tion is  founded,  we  shall  perceive  that  useml  legis- 
lation on  this  subject  is  confined  to  very  narrow 
limits,  and  that  there  is  much  greater  danger  of 
doing  harm  by  transcending  thw  limits  than  hj 
abstaining  from  legislative  interference  altogether. 

What,  then,  are  the  principles  upon  which  the 
interference  of  Gh>vernment  can  be  justified,  in 
such  a  crisis  as  that  to  which  I  have  alluded'?  In 
the  first  place,  the  habits  of  a  community,  operat* 
ing  with  something  like  the  force  of  laws,  will 
induce  an  adherence  to  accustomed  pnrsaita,  after 
they  have  ceased  to  be  profitable.  But  the  princi- 
pal ground  upon  which  the  protecCin|^  policy  caa 
in  any  case  be  justified,  is  the  inability  of  infant 
manufacturing  establishments  to  sustain  a  soc- 
cessful  competition  with  their  foreign  rirals,  eren 
after  the  country  lias  reached  the  point  at  which 
the  domestic  arttcji,e  can,  with  the  experience  of  a 
few  years,  be  fabricated  cheaper  than  the  foreign. 
And  here,  sir,  the  limit  of  the  protecting  sfstem 
is  distinctly  indicated.  It  must  be  satisfaciorilf 
shown,  that  the  protection  sought  is  only  tempo- 
rary ;  and  that,  after  a  reasonaUe  time  is  giren  to 
acquire  experience  and  skill,  and  bring  the  domes- 
tic manufactories  to  perfection,  they  can  furnish 
the  domestic  fabrics  cheaper  than  similar  fabrics 
could  be  obtained  from  abroad.    Now,  if  we  appif 


2405 


HI8T0BT  OF  OONaRBSS. 


240( 


AniLf  1824. 


The  IMf  BUL 


H.  or  R. 


these  prineiples  to  the  actoal  protection  heretofore 
extended  to  our  domestic  manafactares,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  Govern  men  t  has  already  fulfilled  its 
obligations  to  them,  in  the  amplest  manner.  Gen- 
tlemen bare  argued  this  question  as  if  the  manu- 
facturing interest  of  the  country  had  been  unjustly 
assailed  by  some  foreign  power,  and  Congress  had 
manifested  the  most  cruel  indifierence  to  their 
sufferings.  But  is  there  the  slightest  foundation 
for  eitb^  of  these  assumptions  ?  The  only  power 
with  which  our  manufacturers  have  had  perma- 
nently to  contend,  is  the  superior  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  foreign  artisan ;  and  I  will  now  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  protection  which 
our  establishments  have  actually  received  from 
this  Government.  I  venture  to  assert,  that  since 
the  commencement  of  the  restrictive  system  in 
1807,  the  manufacturers  of  this  country  have  en- 
ioyed  an  unusual  and  artificial  stimulus  from  our 
legislation ;  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  is 
this  extraordinary  stimulus  that  has  given  them 
that  voracious  appetite  for  prohibition  which  noth- 
ing, it  seems,  but  the  absolute  protection  of  all 
rival  articles  can  satiate. 

Manufactures  not  protected !    Why,  sir,  daring 
the  restrictive  system,  our  commerce  with  the 
manufacturers  of  Europe  was  almost  entirely  an- 
oihilated,  and  our  own  manufacturers  had  little 
short  of  an  absolute  monopoly  of  the  home  mar- 
ket.   And  here,  sir.  let  me  call  the  attention  of 
these  practical  gentlemen,  who  so  contemptuously 
discard  ever^  theory  but  their  own.  to  the  effect 
of  this  restrictive  system,  upon  the  aistri button  of 
the  capital  and  labor  of  the  country.    During  the 
five  years  of  commercial  restrictions  which  prece- 
ded the  war  with  Great  Britain,  when  there  must 
have  existed  in  the  country  a  superabundance  of 
sarplus  capital,  suddenly  disengaged  from  com- 
merce, we  find  that  manufactures,  notwithstand- 
iag  they  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  prohibitory 
system,  made  but  a  very  slow  and  gradual  pro- 
gress.   If  gentlemen  would  duly  consult  this  por- 
tion of  our  experience,  1  think  it  would  at  least 
admonish  them  to  have  a  little  patience.    They 
would  see  that,  under  anv  possible  protection 
which  legislation  can  provide,  particularly  in  time 
of  peace,  when  there  is  no  extraordinary  consump- 
tiofi  of  manufactures,  these  must,  in  tne  very  na- 
ture of  things,  advance  by  slow  degrees.    It  can- 
not be  otherwise,  unless  we  ascribe  to  an  act  of 
Congress  the  macical  power  of  forcing  on  mano- 
factores  beyond  the  natural  capacity  of  the  coun- 
try, either  to  prodnce  or  to  pay  for  them.    Yes, 
sir,  it  would  bie  well  for  os  tu  reflect  that  it  is 
moch  more  easy  to  diminish  jhe  consumption 
than  to  iacreaae  the  production  of  manufactured 
articles,  bv  prohibitory  legislation.     Such  was 
QodonUedfy  the  effect  of  the  restrictive  system. 
Bat  the  measure  which  gave  the  strongest  impulse 
to  oor  manufactures,  was  the  war  of  1812.    And 
here  it  Is  worth  remarking,  that  a  war  with  Eng- 
land gives  a  stimulus  to  manufactures,  which  no 
other  kind  of  protection  can  possibly  afford.    For, 
«t  the  same  time  that  it  cuts  off  our  trade  with  the 
nation  that  principally  supplies  us  with  manufac- 
tares,  it  eompeiisates  the  diminished  consumption 


of  them  by  the  people,  by  the  extraordinary  con- 
sumption of  the  Government.  At  the  close  of  the 
war,  the  system  of  double  duties  was  continued 
till  1816,  when  the  existing  tariff  was  enacted  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  sustaining  those  establish- 
ments which  the  war  had  brought  into  existence, 
against  the  extraordinary  influx  of  foreign  manu- 
factures, resulting  from  the  universal  restoration 
of  peace  in  Europe.  And  while  I  contend  that 
the  tariff  of  1816  afforded  a  most  liberal  protection 
to  the  manufacturing  interest,  I  most  perfectly 
accord  in  the  policy  which  dictated  that  measure. 
I  distinctly  recognise  the  principle,  that,  wherever 
large  investments  of  capital  have  been  made  in 
consequence  of  a  state  of  things  produced  by  the 
necessary  acts  of  the  Government  itself,  the  Qor-* 
em  men  t  is  under  a  moral  obligation  to  extend  to 
the  interests,  thus  created,  a  reasonable  protec- 
tion. 

But,  sir,  what  is  a  reasonable  protection  in  such 
a  case?  Can  it  be  expected  that  the  manufac- 
turing interest  is  to  be  maintained  permanently 
in  the  same  degree  of  prosperity  that  it  enjoyed 
during  the  war?  That  it  is  to  be  exempted  from 
a  participation  in  that  general  distress  which  baa 
pervaded  the  whole  community?  This  would 
not  only  be  unreasonable,  but  utterly  impractica- 
ble. Nothing  but  a  perpetuation  of  the  war  could 
have  accomplished  so  much  for  the  manufactu- 
rers. What,  sir,  was  the  light  in  which  the  tariff 
of  1816  was  viewed  by  the  liberal  statesmen  who 
then  supported  it  ?  it  was  intended  merely  to 
mitigate  the  shock  which  our  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments must  experience,  in  passing  from  a 
state  of  general  war  to  a  state  of  general  peace. 
More  than  this  was  neither  expected  nor  claimed 
by  the  manufacturers  themselves.  As  the  per- 
sons then  engaged  in  the  business  had  nobly  sua- 
tained  the  war,  gratitude  mingled  with  justice  in 
the  policy  adopted.  But  no  intelligent  man  was 
so  Yisionary  as  to  expect  that,  when  the  ordinaij 
channels  or  trade,  so  long  obstructed,  were  sua- 
denW  opened,  there  could  still  be  maintained,  by 
artificial  means,  the  same  demand  for  domestic 
manufactures  as  before.  It  was  apparent  that 
many  of  the  existing  establishments  must  go  down, 
and  that  neither  the  wisdom  nor  the  folly  of  hu- 
man legislation  could  pmsibly  prevent  it.  And, 
sir,  socnhas  been  the  fact.  Eight  years  of  pro- 
bation have  elapsed  since  the  passage  of  the  ex- 
isting tariff,  and,  if  policy  or  humanity  required 
it  of  us,  it  is  now  too  late  to  relieve  4he  distreaaea 
of  those  manufacturers  who  made  their  invest- 
ments during  the  war.  Those  of  them  who  have 
been  enabled  to  sustain  themsdves  till  this  time, 
under  the  extraordinary  pressure  of  the  four  or 
five  years  immediately  succeeding  1816,  when 
the  country  was  almost  literally  overwhelmed 
with  the  surplus  manufactures  of  foreign  estab- 
lishments, can  certainly  maintain  themselves  now, 
when  foreign  commerce  is  rapidly  returning  to  its 
ordinary  channels,  and  contracting  within  its 
proper  limits.  Those  who  have  passed  through 
the  furnace,  do  not  require  to  be  protected  from 
the  ordinary  beat  of  the  sun.  And  it  is  a  fact 
that  they  now  stand  firm,  and  constiinte  the  moat 
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prosperous  interest  of  the  country.  As  to  those 
who  were  swept  away  during  the  disastrous  pe- 
riod to  which  I  have  alluded,  they  are  irretrieva- 
bly destroyed,  and  beyond  the  reach  pf  our  reme- 
dies, unless,  indeed,  we  had  the  power  of  pro- 
ducing a  resurrection  bv  an  act  of  legislation. 

It  is  obvious,  then,  that  the  protection  of  these 
establishments,  which  originated  in  the  war,  is 
not  the  object  of  the  present  bill.  It  does  not  even 
assume  this  modesty  of  pretension.  Doctrines  are 
now  advanced,  which  never  entered  into  the  con- 
ception of  those  whoadvocated  the  tariff  of  1816—- 
doctrines  which,  though  maintained  by  gentlemen 
who  have  waged  a  special  war  of  sneers  and  sar- 
casms against  the  theories  of  political  economy, 
throw  into  the  shade  the  boldest  theories  of  the 
French  economists.  We  are  now  told  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  a  paternal  Gk>vernment  not  only  to 
protect  existing  interests  against  extraordinary  re- 
verses which  it  has  contributed  to  produoe,  but  to 
create  new  manufactures  and  new  pursuits,  by 
the  mere  enerey  of  legislation.  The  people,  it  is 
said,  are  absolutely  idle  and  in  wretchedness,  for 
the  want  of  employment;  and  a  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Wooo,)  who  often  edifies  the 
House  by  his  philosophical  speculations,  has  told 
us,  if  I  understood  him  correctly,  that  30  per  cenL 
of  our  nopulation  are  actually  in  idleness  for  the 
want  otpursuits  to  which  their  labor  can  be  ap- 
plied. These  three  millions  of  people,  who  are 
thus  destitute  of  employment,  as  the  gentleman 
has  demonstrated  by  statistical  tables  and  mathe- 
matical calculations,  (the  obvious  and  palpable 
facts  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,)  are  to  ob- 
Uin  employment  by  the  notable  expedient  of  an 
act  of  Congress  I 

[Mr.  Wooo  here  explained.  His  argument  was, 
he  said,  that  thirty-three  per  cent,  of  our  popula- 
tion produce  no  more  than  fiAeen  per  cent  ought 
to  do.  Thirteen  and  a  half  per  cent,  only  of  our 
population,  he  calculated,  was  absolutely  em- 
jkloyed  in  productive  industry,  and  in  this  propor- 
tion was  included  the  army,  navy,  and  public  offi- 
cers, amounting  to  three  and  a  half  per  cent.] 

I  am  glad,  resumed  Mr.  McDufpib,  that  the 
gentleman  has  removed  an  erroneous  impression 
from  my  mind  as  to  the  vgtaU  of  his  argument. 
But)  even  modified  and  limited  as  it  now  stands^ 
it  will  be  difficult  to  make  it  pass  current  for  a 
praetical  argument.  Is  it  in  the  power  of  tables 
and  calculations  to  make  any  man  seriously  be- 
lieve, in  opposition  to  the  evidence  of  his  own 
sensM,  and  to  the  result  of  his  general  observation 
and  knowledge  of  the  country,  that  one  million  of 
our  population  are  not  only  idle,  but  destitute  of 
emplovment?  ShaU  we  be  told,  in  a  country 
like  this,  abounding  with  almost  interminable 
wilds  of  fertile  lands,  that  a  tithe  of  the  people  are 
suffering  for  the  want  of  something  to  do  ?  Sir, 
there  are  innumerable  avenues  to  employment  in 
this  country,  and  if  any  man  were  to  make  his 
complaint  to  me  that  he  was  without  employ- 
ment, I  could  tell  him  simply  to  go  to  loork.  That 
is  the  obvious  remedy,  a  remedy  in  the  reach  of 
every  one ;  and,  if  it  were  more  generally  pursued, 
there  must  soon  be  an  end  of  Uiis  wretcned  and 


delusive  dependence  upon  the  q^oaekery  of  legisla- 
tion for  employment.    Sir,  I  boldly  assert  that 
there  is  not  a  single  individual  in  the  vast  extent 
of  this  Republic,  that  cannot  readily  obuio,  oot 
only  employment,  but  such  an  employment  as  will 
enable  him  to  improve  his  condition.    This  is  the 
only  country  on  earth  where  a  common  laborer, 
of  industry  and  enterprise,  can,  in  the  course  of 
an  ordinary  lifetime,  besides  comfortably  support- 
ing himself  and  his  family,  leave  to  his  childreo 
an  inheritance  of  real  estate :  and,  with  these  facts 
staring  us  in  the  face,  we  are  required  to  believe, 
on  the  authority  of  tabular  statements,  that  the 
people  can  only  be  saved  from  suffering  and  dis- 
content, by  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  to  pro- 
vide them  with  employment     The  gentleman 
from  New  York,  by  way  of  confirming  his  gen- 
eral conclusion,  has  stated  that  the  wages  of  a  la- 
borer in  his  vicinity,  is  only  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  a  day.    In  answer  to  this,  I  can  only  say  to 
the  gentleman,  that,  if  his  distressed  neighbors 
will  only  make  a  transition  from  Long  Island  to 
any  other  point  in  the  whole  Union,  even  the 
most  unfavorable,  I  will  be  responsible  for  their 
obtaining  fiftv  cents  per  da  v.    6ut,  as  the  cry  of 
distress  has  been  reiterated  until  it  has  made  a 
surong  impression  upon  the  country,  I  beg  leave 
to  recur,  with  a  view  to  illustrate  and  enforce 
them,  to  some  remarks  which  I  offered  durinf  the 
discussion  of  the  duty  on  cotton  bagging.    1  be- 
lieve the  causes  of  the  disease,  and  the  tendency 
of  the  proposed  remedy,  to  be  equallv  miscon- 
ceived, as  to  some  portions,  at  least,  of  the  Union. 
I  stated,  on  the  occasion  to  which  I  have  referred, 
that  the  distresses  of  the  country,  such  as  they 
were,  resulted  from  the  change  of  circumstances 
occasioned  by  passing  from  a  state  of  war  to  a 
state  of  peace,  in  connexion  with  the  exceisi?e 
issues  of  bank  paper,  which  threw  forward  and 
increased  the  pressure  of  the  eviL    During  the 
war,  there  was  a  considerable  proportion  of  our 
population — those  engaged  in  the  military  service 
of  the  country — who  consumed  the  products  of 
the  grain-growing  States,  but  produced  nothing* 
All  those  Sutes  which  were  near  the  theatre  oi 
war,  found  a  ready  market,  and  high  money  prices 
for  their  grain.    To  them  the  war  was  therefore  a 
source  of  prosperity,  and  peace  was,  in  one  sense 
of  the  word,  regarded  as  a  calamity.   And  whence 
do  we  now  hear  the  loudest  complaints  of  distress? 
Whence  come  the  most  strenuous  demands  for  the 
passage  of  this  bill  ?    From  the  very  points  of  the 
Union  which  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  war 
demand  and  war  prices  for  their  produce—New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Western  country. 
You  cannot  deflhe  the  boundaries  of  any  State 
more  accurately,  than  you  can  trace  the  limits  of 
the  region  of  country  tavorabie  to  this  tariff,  by 
the  positions  of  our  armies  in  the  late  war,  and 
the  multiplication  of  banks  during  that  contest, 
and  since  its  termination.    Pennsylvania  and  the 
Western  States  sijpplied  the  Northwestern  army, 
and  I  believe  the  Government  paid  as  high  is  one 
hundred  dollars  per  barrel^  at  the  theatre  of  war, 
for  fiour  purchased  in  Ohio ;  a  State  now  onan- 
imous  for  this  tariff.  New  York,  every  one  knows^ 
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was  in  the  imoiediate  neighborhood  of  extensive 
and  permanent  military  operations,  and  supplied 
oomerous  armies  with  provisions.  Now,  it  nap- 
peas  that  the  very  States  I  have  enumerated,  have 
been  most  afflicted  with  the  ourse  of  banks  that 
did  not  pay  specie,  (a  delusive  expedient  to  per- 
peioate  the  war  prices  and  war  prosperity,)  and 
have  also  been  most  earnest  and  perseverin|[  in 
their  appeals  to  this  Qovernment  for  protection. 
New  fingland,  and  the  Southern  Slates,  on  the 
contrary — States  which  sustained  the  privations 
of  the  war  without  the  same  mitigating  circum- 
stances, and  from  necessity  regulated  their  enjoy- 
ments by  the  rules  of  a  severe  and  seif*denying 
economy,  are  now  to  be  subjected  to  an  onerous 
taxation — and  for  what?  Not  to  relieve  the  other 
States  from  positive  distress,  but  to  restore  certain 
interests  in  them,  to  the  state  of  artificial  prosper- 
ity which  they  enjoyed  during  the  war.  During 
the  whole  period  of  that  contest,  the  Southern 
eoantry  was  deprived  of  a  market  for  its  great 
staples,  and  there  was  nothing  in  the  military  ope- 
rations of  the  Government  to  compensate  the  loss. 
Even  if  the  people  had  devoted  themselves  to  the 
growing  of  gram,  there  were  no  armies  in  the 
field  to  consume  it,  and  that,  like  their  cotton  and 
tobacco,  would  have  remained  without  a  market. 
In  this  state  of  things  they  not  only  ceased  to 
make  any  progress  in  wealtn,  but  were  compelled 
to  contract  their  accustomed  expenses,  and  use  an 
economy  before  unknown  to  them,  to  provide  a 
decent  maiateoance  for  their  fhmilies.  These 
habits  made  the  return  of  peace,  to  them,  the  har- 
binger of  posperity.  It  is  a  dispensation  of  jus- 
tice resulting  from  the  very  nature  of  thinp,  that 
those  who  suffer  the  greatest  privations  in  war, 
shall  be  least  affected  by  the  changes  resulting  from 
the  restoration  of  peace. 

But,  sir,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that  the  Middle 
and  Western  States  have,  at  this  nsoment,  as  large 
a  share  of  the  means  of  positive  enjoyment  as  any 
other  portion  of  the  Union.  Their  distresses  are 
relative,  and  in  a  great  degree  imaginary.  It  if 
not  what  they  arv,  but  what  they  «0fv,  that  causes 
the  prevailing  discontent.  The  reduction  of  an 
inflated  currency  has  reduced  the  nominal  prioe 
of  property  ;  and  the  man  who,  a  few  vears  past, 
estimated  nis  wealth  at  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and 
now  finds  it  only  twenty-five,  complains  of  his 
distrenes  as  though  he  were  in  want  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  I  admit  that  the  Western  people 
are  AaftarroMed,  but  I  deny  that  they  are  dMn99ed^ 
in  any  other  sense  of  the  word.  Where  is  the 
evidence  of  actual  suffering?  In  some  of  the 
Western  Butes,  I  am  informed,  they  have  no  poor 
laws  at  all,  and  such  a  being  as  a  pauper  is  scarcely 
known.  Regarding,  therefore,  the  aggregate  en^ 
joymenu  of  the  whole  community  as  the  true 
criterion  of  national  happiness,  I  should  select  the 
Western  States  as  the  part  of  the  Union  where 
thehiffhest  degree  of  prosperity  prevailed.  Indeed, 
sir,  I  believe  there  is  not  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
a  region  of  country  of  equal  extent,  where  so  few 
are  suffering  from  jioverty,  and  where  the  means 
of  comfortable  subsistence  so  abundantly  reward 
the  toil  jof  the  laborer.    It  is  not  diitrQ^  I  repeat 


it,  but  discontent,  that  has  excited  this  rage  for 
creating  wealth  by  legislation.  To  prove  this,  I 
will  advert  to  another  standard  of  prosperity,  re- 
ferred to,  very  unfortunately,  I  thinx,  for  his  own 
purposes  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  to  whom  I  before  alluded.  He  told  us  that 
the  prosperity  of  a  nation  was  indicated  by  the 
increase  of  its  population ;  and  then  favored  us 
with  a  beautiful  disquisition  on  the  comforts  of 
matrimony^  and  the  duty  of  a  Qovernment  to  pro- 
mote it.  I  perfectly  accord  with  these  views  of 
the  honorable  member;  but  I  must  be  permitted 
to  say,  that,  according  to  the  criterion  to  which 
he  has  referred,  there  is  no  other  nation  so  pros- 
perous as  the  United  States,  and  no  part  of  the 
Union  so  prosperous  as  that  from  which  we  hear 
so  much  about  their  distresses.  And  if  the  hon- 
orable member  wishes  to  promote  the  cause  of 
matrimony,  I  would  advise  him  to  send  his  tweive- 
aod-a-halt  cents  per  day  laborers  to  the  Western 
country.  What,  sir !  a  country  which  doubles  its 
population  in  ten  years,  call  upon  the  Govern- 
ment to  relieve  it  from  distress,  by  creating  new 
employments !  The  thing  will  not  bear  exami- 
nation. The  historian  will  scarcely  be  credited, 
in  future  time,  who  ventures  to  record  it.  Permit 
me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  few 
facts,  illustrative  of  this  part  of  the  subject,  which 
I  am  sure  will  not  be  disputed.  In  the  States 
where  the  public  lands  are  in  market,  you  can 
puithase  land  of  the  first  quality  for  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents-^one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents, 
says  a  gentleman  near  me — ^when  land  of  the 
same  quality  is  worth,  in  some  parts  of  the  Union, 
fifty  dollars  oer  acre.  This  single  fact  speaks 
more  than  volumes  of  declamation  on  the  subject 
of  popular  suffering.  Indeed,  it  may  be  safely  as- 
serted, parodoxioal  as  it  may  seem,  that  the  imag- 
inary distresses  of  the  Western  country  proceed 
from  the  very  almndance  in  which  they  possess 
the  primary  aliment  of  national  wealth.  What 
is  their  complaint  ?  Not,  as  one  would  suppose, 
the  scarcity^  but  the  superabundance  of  the  neces-* 
saries  of  life.  And  here,  I  will  observe,  that 
nothing,  in  my  opiniorn,  has  contributed  more  to 
the  existing  derangement  in  the  elements  of  wealth 
in  the  Western  States,  than  bringing  the  public 
lands  into  market  injudiciously,  and  without  any 
regard  to  the  existing  demand.  The  inevitable 
tendency  of  this  policy,  by  overstocking  the  mar- 
ket, is,  to  reduce  lands  to  the  minimum  price ;  and 
if  that  were  fixed  at  fifty  cents  per  acre,  the  land 
would  command  no  more.  The  consequence  is, 
that  the  people  purchase  large  quantities  of  pro- 
ductive lands,  which  have  all  the  constituents  of 
value,  but  scarcity.  And,  because  they  have  not 
every  thing  else  in  proportion,  they  are  discontented 
and  restitu.  And  I  will  avail  myself  of  this  oc- 
casion to  declare,  that  I  never  will  give  my  vote 
to  bring  another  acre  of  the  puUic  lands  into  the 
market,  but  under  the  strongest  conviction  that 
there  is  a  fair  and  natural  demand  for  it  Our 
very  system  converts  our  land  into  a  mere  drug 
in  the  market,  and  the  people  into  speculators. 

I  will  now  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  a  few 
.  words  especially  to  the  Representatiras  i>f  the 
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West,  oa  the  sabject  of  their  own  interests.  A 
subject  upon  which  I  certainly  will  not  presume 
to  instruct  them.  But  I  am  sure  they  will  excuse 
a  friendly  admonition,  when  I  state  the  par- 
ticular topic  to  which  it  relates.  I  am  well  as- 
sured that  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the  West 
depends  more  upon  the  improvement  of  the  means 
of  transporting  their  produce  to  market,  and  of 
receiving  the  returns,  than  upon  every  other  sub- 
ject to  which  the  legislation  of  this  Qovernment 
can  be  directed. 

On  measures  of  this  description,  I  have  hereto- 
fore given  them  my  earnest  and  cordial  support. 
Most  of  my  colleagues,  and  many  others,  who 
represent  the  Southern  portion  of  the  Union,  have 
pursued  the  same  course.  As  for  myself,  nothing 
will  induce  me  to  change  my  views  or  conduct 
on  the  subject ;  but  I  submit  it  to  the  dispassion- 
ate consideration  of  the  Western  gentlemen,  whe- 
ther there  is  not  danger,  that,  by  urging  upon  us 
a  system  which  we  believe  to  be  oppress] ve,  they 
will  alienate  the  kind  feelings  of  the  portion  of 
the  country  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  lose  its 
co-operation  in  relation  to  that  sj^stem  of  internal 
improvements,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  of  more 
importance  to  the  West  than  all  the  tariffs  that 
can  be  passed  in  half  a  century. 

I  will  also  present  another  view  of  certain  in- 
terests of  the  West,  which  are  intimately  connected 
with  the  portion  of  the  country  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent. 

Gentlemen  are  aware  that  a  very  profitable 
trade  is  carried  on  by  their  constituents  with  the 
Southern  country,  in  live  stock  of  all  descriptions, 
which  they  drive  over  the  mountains  and  sell  for 
cash.  This  extensive  trade,  which,  from  its  pe- 
culiar character,  more  easily  overcomes  the  diffi- 
culties of  transportation  than  any  that  can  be 
substituted  in  its  place,  is  about  to  be  put  in  jeop- 
ardy for  the  conjectural  benefits  of  this  measure. 
When  I  say  this  trade  is  about  to  be  put  in  jeop- 
ardy, I  do  not  speak  unadvisedly.  I  am  pertectly 
convinced,  that,  if  this  bill  passes,  it  will  nave  the 
effect  of  inducing  the  people  of  the  South,  partly 
from  the  feeling,  and  paftljr  from  the  necessity 
crowing  out  of  it,  to  raise  within  themselves,  the 
live  stock  which  they  now  purchase  from  the 
West  It  is  at  least  certain  that  more  will  be 
lost  in  this  trade,  than  is  gained  in  that'  of  cotton 
basging. 

1  wiQ  now  attempt  to  show  that  the  progress 
which  our  manufactures  have  made,  and  are  now 
making,  is  as  rapid  as  they  can  make  consistently 
either  with  their  own  prosperity  or  that  of  the 
country.  And  I  must  be  excused  for  saying  that 
the  attempt  to  make  this  a  great  manufacturing 
nation,  sudden  I  y^  and  by  a  single  sweep  of  legis- 
lation, is  more  indicative  of  restlessness  than  of 
wisdom.  The  country  seems  to  me  to  have  been 
excited  to  that  kind  or  feeling  which  actuates  an 
individual  speculator--a  vain  desire  to  become 
wealthy  by  a  bold  dash,  but  utterly  regardless  of 
the  maxims  of  prudence,  and  the  habits  of  indus- 
try and  economy,  which  are  indispensable  to  the 
attainment  of  his  object.  The  friends  of  this 
measure  appear  to  me  to  have  overlooked  entirely 


these  practical  considerations,  upon  which  the 
policy  of  such  a  measure  as  this  must  depend. 
The  progress  of  manufactures  must  be  regulated^ 
not  by  our  desires,  but  by  our  capacities.    Now^I 
believe  there  is  no  proposition,  in  which  the^o- 
tlemen  who  are  best  informed  on  the  subject  of 
manufactures  will  more  generally  coocar,  than 
that  it  is  essential  to  their  own  prosperity  (hat 
their  progress  should  be  slow  and  gradiiial.    Their 
success  depends  mainly  upon  capital  aod  skill; 
and  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  they  cao  advanoe, 
prosperously,  faster  than  the  one  is  accamulated. 
and  the  other  acquired.    And  when  I  speak  or 
capital  as  being  essential  to  the  progress  otmana- 
factures,  I  mean  surplus  capital— capital  which 
does  not  find  a  ready  employment  in  the  preex- 
isting pursuits  which  have  produced  it.    It  is  in 
vain  that  gentlemen  tell  us  we  have  capiul,  qd- 
less  they  can  show  that  it  is  diseneaged,  and  seek- 
ing investment.    And  here  I  will  remark  to  the 
gentlemen  from  the  Western  States,  and  the  in- 
terior of  the  Middle  States,  who  are  the  most 
strenuous  advocates  of  this  measure,  that  they 
cannot  participate,  to  any  considerable  extent,  in 
the  advantages  which  are  anticipated  from  this 
system.    Sir,  if  you  were  to  prohibit  commerce 
altogether,  manufactures  would  follow  capital; 
and  Boston,  Providence,  and  Philadelphia,  the 
points  at  which  there  is  the^realest accumulation 
of  it,  and  the  greatest  difi&ulty  of  investment, 
would  realize  the  principal  part  of  the  benefit  re- 
sulting from  the  restriction.     Before  the  interior 
of  the  Middle  States  or  the  Western  States  can 
hope  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  this  sjfstem,  they 
must  be  protected  not  only  against  foreign  compe- 
tition, but  against  that  of  New  England.    But  I 
have  neard  it  contended,  and  I  believe  the  argo- 
ment  has  weight,  in  the  estimation  of  many,  that 
the  Boston  manufacturers  are  opposed  to  this  bill, 
because  they  dread  the  domestic  competition  that 
it  will  rear  up.    There  cannot  be  a  notion  more 
absolutely  fallacious  than  this,  as  will  be  seen 
upon  a  moment's  examination.     It  assumes  that 
the  Boston  manufacturers,  who  flourish  in  defi- 
ance of  foreign  competition,  oannot  compete  with 
those  domestic  rivals  who  are  now  claiming  the 
protection  of  the  Government,  and  who  admit 
that  they  cannot  sustain  the  foreign  competition  I 
This  involves  the  absolute  inconsistency  that  the 
weaker  rival  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  mote 
powerful. 

Sir,  I  rep«at  it,  that  almost  the  entire  benefit  of 
any  protection  you  can  extend  to  manufactures, 
will  oe  eoff  rossed  by  those  portions  of  the  Union 
to  which  1  have  referred,  as  having  superior  ad- 
vantages for  that  business.  But  I  shall  be  told 
that  manufactories  do  already  exist  in  the  interior 
of  the  Middle  States,  aod  in  some  of  the  Western 
States.  Bui  upon  what  principles  and  under  wbat 
circumstances  have  most  of  those  establishments 

frown  up  ?  And  what  is  the  extent  of  the  mar- 
et  they  can  command  1  To  this  inquiry  1  ask 
the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  few  mioutes.  I 
maintain,  sir,  that  the  manufactories  to  which  I 
have  just  alluded,  have  risen  up  and  flourish  be- 
cause they  enjoy  a  sort  of  local  monopoly,  and 
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that  they  cannot  eommaDd  a  market  beyood  the 
sphere  of  that  moaopoljr*  I  will  advert,  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  this  view  of  the  &ubiect,  to 
what  was  said  very  correctly  by  the  Speaker  the 
other  day — that  it  was  better  for  a  people,  abound- 
iog  in  the  products  of  the  soil,  to^ive  a  high  price 
for  manofactared  articles,  provided  they  could 
thereby  obtain  a  market  for  their  produce,  than  to 
obtain  manufactures  at  much  lower  prices,  from 
those  who  would  not  take  produce  in  excnange 
for  them.  Take,  fur  example,  any  district  of 
country  in  the  interior,  producing^  a  large  surplus 
of  grain,  which  the  foreign  manufacturer  will  not 
take  in  exchange  for  -his  fabrics.  Is  it  not  ob- 
vious that  the  manufacturer  who  would,  under 
these  circumstances, erect  his  establishment  in  the 
supposed  district,  and  take  the  products  of  the  soil 
in  exchange  for  his  manufactured,  would  enjoy  a 
perfect  monopoly  of  the  local  market,  and  k>e  ab- 
solutely Uee  from  foreign  competition  ?  The 
farmer  has  nothing  to  give  but  grain.  This  the 
foreign  manufacturer  will  not  take.  It  is  to  no 
purpose,  therefore,  that  the  foreign  fabric  can  be 
purchased  cheaper,  if  the  only  uiing  the  fahner 
has  to  give  will  not  be  taken  in  exchange  for  it. 
And,  on  the  other  hand,  the  farmer  can  well  afford 
to  give  a  higher  price  to  the  domestic  manufac- 
turer, who  will  give  him  a  good  price  for  his 
grain.  To  present  the  same  idea  in  another  view, 
the  value  ol  any  given  itrade  depends  as  much 
upon  the  highness  of  the  price  of  what  is  sold,  as 
upon  the  lowness  of  the  price  of  what  is  bought. 
It  resulu,  therefore,  that  the  foreign  manufactu- 
rer, who  will  not  take  the  produce  of  the  farmer 
at  any  price^  must  be  absolutely  excluded  from 
the  competition  with  the  domestic  manufacturer, 

{provided  the  latter  will  take  it,  even  at  a  very 
ow  price.    It  is  upon  the  same  principle,  that, 
within  a  very  small  sphere,  even  household  man- 
ufactures, in  one  sense  the  dearest  of  any,  can 
hold  a  competition  with  those  made  by  the  most 
perfect  machinery.    The  error  of  the  argument, 
however,  which  has  been  founded  upon  the  fore- 
going principles,  consists  in  the  assumption  that 
the  manufactures,  thus  sustained  by  local  monop- 
olies, can,  under  the  protection  of  this  bill,  main- 
tain a  competition  in  distant  markets,  beyond  the 
sphere  of  tne  monopoly.    But  that  is  impossible. 
In  fact  this  bill  can  have  no  effect  at  all  in  favor 
of  those  manufactures;  for  how  can  they  be  ben- 
efited by  excluding  foreign   manufactures  that 
never  come  in  competition  with  them  ?    As  to 
^^  more  distant  markets,  those  which  are  now 
supplied  by  foreign  commerce,  nothing  is  more 
certain  than  that  the  manufacturers  of  Boston, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Philadelphia,  will  occupy  them. 
That  our  domestic  manufactures  cannot  hold  a 
successful  competition  with  those  of  other  nations, 
except  at  the  points  of  the  Union  most  eligibly 
situated,  and,  consequently,  that  the  attempt  to 
make  (his  a  manufacturing  country,  in  a  much 
greater  extent  than  it  is  already,  is  unwise  and 
impracticable,  will  be  apparent,  from  a  few  con- 
siderations, to  which  I  solicit  the  attention  of  the 
House,    in  all  those  manufactures  which  princi- 
pally result  from  manual  labor— such,  for  exam- 


ple, as  iron — ^the  hi^h  price  of  labor  here,  which 
IS  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  our.  prosperity, 
renders  it  impossible  that  we  can  maintain  a  com- 
petition with  foreigners.  It  was  stated  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  on  a  former  occasion,  that 
our  citizens  labored  but  eight  hours  a  day,  whereaa 
the  manufacturers  of  Inverness  and  Dundee  la- 
bored sixteen.  And,  he  asked,  emphatically,  if 
we  were  disposed  to  compel  our  population  to  la- 
bor sixteen  hours  per  day,  also  ?  I  answer,  no. 
But  is  it  not  evident  that,  if  our  manufacturers 
labor  only  eight  hours  a  day,  they  cannot  compete 
with  the  foreign  manufacturer,  who  labors  six- 
teen, even  if  they  are  equally  skilful  ?  Can  lei- 
sure contend  with  industry,  unless  you  give  it  a 
premiam  ?  I  do  not  complain  that  our  citizens 
devote  less  time  to  labor  than  the  people  of  other 
countries.  I  rejoice,  on  the  contrary,  that  they 
can  live  more  comfortably  than  any  other  people, 
with  half  the  labor.  But  I  do  complain  of  thb 
attempt  to  divert  their  industry  into  pursuits,  in 
which  they  must  either  double  their  exertions,  be 
involved  in  ruin,  or  receive  a  bounty  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  country.  Indeed,  the  admitted  fact, 
that  a  common  laborer  in  this  country  receives 
double  the  wages  that  a  common  laborer  receives 
in  the  most  favored  nations  of  Europe,  and  labors 
little  more  than  half  the  time,  conclusively  de- 
monstrates the  impolicy  of  protectingr,  by  duties, 
those  manufactures^  of  the  price  of  which  labor  is 
the  principal  constituent. 

But,  sir,  I  admit  that,  owing  to  the  improved 
state  of  the  machinery  by  which  most  of  the  arti- 
cles we  import  are  fabricated,  (those  manufac- 
tured of  wool  and  cotton,)  labor  constitutes  a  veij 
inconsiderable  item  in  their  cost.    In  determining, 
therefore,  the  question  how  far  such  manufactures 
can  successfully  contend  with  foreign  competition, 
more  depends  upon  the  price  of  capital  than  upon 
the  price  of  labor.    How,  then,  stands  the  com- 
parison between  this  country  and  England,  as- 
suming the  rate  of  interest  as  the  standard  of  that 
comparison  ?    The  rate  of  interest  in  this  country 
is  higher  than  it  is  in  England,  in  the  proportion 
of  about  five  to  three.    The  English  manufac- 
turer, therefore,  has  the  decided  advantage,  indi- 
cated by  this  proportion,  over  the  American,  so 
far  as  capital  is  concerned ;  and  a  much  gtesxet 
advantage,  so  far  as  labor  enters  into  the  estimate. 
And  these  are  advantages  against  which  we  should 
have  to  contend,  even  if  our  machinery  and  skill 
were  e<|ual  to  those  of  our  foreign  rivals.    The 
only  circumstances  which  can  tend  to  counter- 
balance the  disadvantaffes  under  which  we  thus 
labor,  are  the  superior  cheapness  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial, and  the  saving  of  the  charges  of  transporta- 
tion, which  are  incurred  upon  the  imported  man- 
ufacture.   The  former  advantage  exists  only  in 
the  case  of  manufactures  of  cotton ;  and  the  latter 
is  quite  inconsiderable,  owin^  to  the  very  small 
bulk  of  the  articles  imported)  in  proportion  to  their 
value.    The  two  circumstances  taken  to|;ether, 
will  not  put  us  on  a  footing  of  equality  with  the 
British,  even  in  relation  to  cotton  fabrics.    But, 
as  relates  to  woollens,  as  we  are  laying  a  hiffh 
duty  on  the  raw  material,  the  advantage  will  be 
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on  the  side  of  the  British  manufacti^er,  in  ail  the 
coDstitueoU  of  the  price  of  his  fabric,  the  trans- 
portation excepted.  Iq  this  comparative  view,  I 
have  not  taken  into  consideration  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  foreign  manufactures,  because  mv  ob- 
ject is  to  compare  and  estimate  the  natural  ad- 
yantages  of  this  country,  and  that  from  which  its 
principal  importations  are  made,  for  prosecuting 
the  manufacturing  business.  For,  it  is  only  when 
the  natural  advantages  of  our  own  country  are 
not  decidedly  inferior  to  those  of  the  country 
which  supplies  us,  that  the  application  of  artificial 
or  legislative  aids  can  be  expedient. 

Now,  we  cannot  disguise  the  fact  that  Great 
Britain  has  a  decided  ascendency  over  us  in  the 
aggregate  of  natural  advantages  for  manufac- 
tures. She  has  a  vast  surplus  capital,  the  accu- 
mulation of  centuries.  We  have  very  little  capi- 
tal that  is  not  readily  absorbed,  either  in  the 
business  which  produces  it,  or  in  some  of  the  pre- 
existing pursuits  of  the  country.  She  has  a 
crowded  population,  driven,  from  the  necessity  of 
their  circumstances,  to  labor  for  a  bare  subsist- 
ence. We  have  a  population  thinly  scattered 
over  a  vast  and  fertile  territory,  capanle  of  sus- 
taining ten  times  the  number  of  human  beings 
that  now  inhabit  it.  While  these  permanent  na- 
tural advantages  are  against  us,  advantages  re- 
sulting essentially  from  time  and  the  progress  of 
population,  and  which  nothing  but  lime  and  the 
progress  of  population  can  counteract;  it  is  in 
vain  that  we  attempt  to  lej^islate  ourselves  into 
a  great  manufacturing  nation.  Nature  rises  up 
against  it,  and  every  attempt  to  countervail  her 
laws  must  be  impotent.  I  admit  that  it  is  possi- 
ble to  bring  our  machinery  to  perfection,  and  to 
acquire  manufacturing  skill  in  a  comparatively 
short  time.  These  results  may  illustrate  the  power 
of  genius.  But  what  human  power  can  suddenlr 
give  this  nation  an  accumulated  surplus  capital, 
and  a  crowded  population;  or,  in  other  words, 
convert  a  young  country  into  an  old  one?  We 
have  all  the  advantages  of  a  youthful  and  grow- 
ing nation ;  and,  if  we  were  wise,  we  would  be 
satisfied  with  our  lot.  But  we  vainly  aspire  to 
attain  the  advantages  peculiar  to  an  old  nation, 
without  participating  in  the  disadvantages  of  age. 
If  capital  could  be  obtained  at  three  per  cent<,  and 
labor  for  half  its  present  price,  as  they  may  be  a 
century  hence,  1  have  no  doubt  we  could  surpass 
the  British  manufacturers  in  the  ezeellenee  and 
cheapness  of  their  fabrics.  But  would  anyone 
purcnase  success  upon  such  conditions?  In  other 
words,  would  any  one  consent  to  reduce  the  in- 
come of  every  capitalist  in  the  country  thirty-five 
per  cent.,  and  of  every  laborer  fifty,  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  enabling  our  own  manufacturers  to  un- 
dersell the  British  m  our  own  markets  ? 

But,  sir,  even  if  it  were  true,  that  the  interest  of 
this  country  required  that  we  should  give  an  ad- 
ditional encouragement  to  manufactures,  I  think  it 
can  be  shown  that  this  is  almost  as  injudicious  a 
measure  as  could  be  devised  for  that  object.  It  is 
obvious  that  the  cotton  and  woollen  are  the  only 
manufactures  of  any  importance,  which  can  claim 
to  be  protected,  consistently  with  the  general  in- 


terest of  the  country.    These  are  made  by  mschi- 
nery ;  and  nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  it  is 
sucn  manufactares  only,  that  we  can  hope  to  mske 
as  cheap  as  we  can  import  them.    Now,  let  ai  ex- 
amine the  provisions  of  this  bill,  as  they  bcsr  Qpn 
these  two  descriptions  of  manufacture.    As  to  cot- 
ton fabrics,  no  jKroteetion  is  claimed  by  those  mts- 
ufacturers  who  have  made  the  largest  invesunests, 
and  have  the  deepest  interest  in  them:  but  pro- 
teetion  is  obtraded  upon  them  by  the  offieioos 
kindness  of  those,  who,  it  seems,  understand  tbcir 
interest  better  than  they  do  themselves.    But  as  to 
woollen  fabrics,  although  they  are  protected  by  ul- 
timate increase  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent  doty, 
yet  this  is  fnlly  counterbalanced  by  the  uliimite 
increase  of  forty-five  per  cent,  duty  on  the  raw 
material.   There  cannot  be  a  greater  inoonsisteocy 
than  that  in  a  bill  professedly  designed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  domestic  manufactures,  the  raw  ma- 
terial of  one  of  the  most  important  of  those  maoa- 
factures  should  be  subject  to  a  much  higher  doty 
than  the  manufactures  themselves  I    And  here  1 
will  advert  to  am  authority  which  has  not  only  es- 
caped the  denunciations  of  the  advocates  of  this 
measure,  but  received  their  most  unqualified  eulo- 
gies— I  mean  the  authority  of  Alexander  HaipiUoo 
—of  whom,  whatever  odium  the  party  conflicisot 
bis  time  may  have  cast  upon  his  political  charac- 
ter, I  will  say,  that  this  country  has  never  pro- 
duced a  statesman  of  higher  endowments.    Asd 
although  I  widely  differ  with  him  as  to  what  ate 
said  to  have  been  his  views  of  the  principles  of  oor 
Government,  yet  none  of  his  contemporaries,  ob* 
less  Washington  be  an  exception,  entertained  more 
profound  and  correct  views  of  its  policy.    The 
name  of  Hamilton  has  been  introduced  into  this 
discussion,  as  a  sanction  to  the  heterogeneous  pro- 
visions of  this  bitt.    I  wish  to  Gkxl,  sir,  be  were 
living  and  present,  to  rindicale  himself  from  so 
unjust  an  imputation !    Recurring  to  his  recorded 
opinions,  what  does  he  recommend?    That  a 
heavy  duty  should  be  laid  upon  unmanufactured 
wool  ?    The  very  reverse.    He  recommended  sot 
only  that  it  should  be  imported  duty  free,  but  that 
a  bounty  should  be  given  upon  the  importttion. 
If  you  really  desire  to  promote  and  protect  do- 
mestic manufactures,  it  is  onr  true  policy  to  en- 
courage, instead  of  discouraring,  the  importation 
of  the  raw  material,  so  that  the  manufactnrer  may 
obtain  it  as  cheap  as  ixncticable.    But  instead  ol 
this,  you  absolutely  lay  almost  a  prohibitory  duty 
upon  the  raw  material.    Upon  what  can  this  be 
founded,  unless  upon  the  erroneoos  and  unjosii- 
fiable  policy  of  buying  up  different  interesu  to 
insure  the  passage  of  the  bill  ?    I  presume  I  m^f 
use  this  langua^  without  offence,  as  some  gen^l*' 
men  have  distinctly  avowed  that  they  view  this 
measure  as  a  compromise  of  interests ;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  one  provision  is  to  be  rc^rded  ss  the 
consideration  for  another.    But,  sir.  I  do  mort 
earnestly  protest  against  this  nrineiple,  as  one  of 
the  most  dangerous  that  can  be  introduced  iuto 
our  legislation.   Each  provision  should  stand  opoo 
its  own  separate  and  distinct  merits,  and  if  it  can- 
not be  sustained  in  this  way,  it  ou^t  to  be  sban- 
doned.    But,  in  relation  to  this  artiele  of  wool,  K 
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IS  a  miaaiKea  DOtion  to  suppose  that  you  really 

Eromote  the  ioterest,  evea  ot  the  wool  grower,  by 
ly'mg  a  lieavy  duty  apon  foreica  wool.  The 
only  rafectoal  mode  of  beiiefitiiig'  the  wool-grower, 
is  to  increase  the  domestic  manufacture,  and,  coa- 
seqaently,  the  demand  for  wool ;  but  you  defeat 
this  object  precisely  in  the  denee  that  you  increase 
the  duty  on  the  raw  material.  Qreat  Britain  has 
Kceativ  made  an  experiment  upon  this  f  ery  sob- 
jfct,  wnich  is  not  an  worthy  of  our  attention.  The 
Chaoceiior  of  the  Exchequer,  with  a  riew  to  re- 
concile the  landed  interest  to  a  considerable  in- 
crease of  taxes,  laid  a  duty  of  six  pence  per  pound 
on  foreign  wool,  which  has,  theretofore,  been  sub- 
ject to  a  DomiiMd  daty  only.  The  consequence 
wa5,  that  the  export  of  woollen  manufactures  was 
rapidly  reduced,  the  market  for  domestic  wool, 
and  consequently  its  price,  were  diminished,  and 
all  the  intere»ts  connected  with  wool  were  seriously 
injored. 

Bot,  sir,  there  are  various  other  articles  embraced 
in  this  bill,  the  duty  upon  which,  so  far  from  pro- 
moting manufactures,  will  operate  directly  agamst 
them.  Iron,  which  enters  largely  into  the  cost  of 
the  machinery  used  in  all  the  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments— and  hemp,  a  raw  material  used  in 
Tsiioas  manufactures,  which  we  propose  to  en- 
coQcage,  are  considered  by  the  friends  of  this  mea- 
sure as  two  of  the  leading  articles  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  QoTernment.  Indeed,  we  are  told 
that  this  is  not  a  bill  for  the  protection  of  manu- 
factures merely,  but  for  the  protection  of  home 
industry.  The  argument  is,  that  we  otight  to  dis- 
courage^ by  duties,  the  importation  of  every  arti- 
ele  which  can  be  produced  at  home,  whether  it  be 
the  product  of  manufacture  or  agriculture.  Sir, 
there  never  prevailed  in  an  eoliahtened  body  so 
perfect  a  delusion.  It  assumes  that  foreign  com- 
merce is  a  national  evil,  that  every  nation  that  can 
fornish  us  with  the  articles  we  consume  cheaper 
than  we  can  make  them,  is  an  enemy  to  our  pros- 
perity ;  and,  in  a  word,  that  we  should  be  more 
prosperous  and  wealthy,  if  there  were  no  country 
ID  existence  bot  our  own.  Disguise  it  as  you  may, 
sir,  this  scheme  of  protecting  home  industry  in  the 
general,  without  reference  to  the  kind,  involves 
the  almost  entire  annihilation  of  foreign  commeiee. 
It  embraces  within  its  proscription,  as  I  stated  on 
a  former  occasion,  almost  every  imfiortant  article 
of  human  oonsamption.  When  it  is  urged  that 
too  moeh  of  oor  capital  and  labor  are  applied  to 
agrienltural  porsuits,  and  that  we  oeght  to  encour- 
age manofactiires,  because  we  have  not  a  due  pro- 
Ktion  of  our  industry  devoted  to  that  essential 
nch  of  national  wealth ;  though  I  believe  that 
existing  Inws  and  the  natural  course  of  thinffs, 
will  afford  all  the  encouragement  that  ought  to  be 
desired ;  yet  I  can  imderstand  the  argument.  It 
is  not  only  intelligtble,  but  plausible.  But  when 
it  is  contended  that  we  must  protect  and  encour*' 
ace,  by  duties  on  rival  productions,  not  only  man- 
ufacturing industry,  of  which  it  is  alleged  we  have 
too  little,  but  agripultural,  of  which  we  have  too 
Bmcb,  I  confess  myself  utterly  at  a  loss  to  compre- 
hend what  is  the  practical  end  at  which  gentlemen 
are  aiming.    But,  whatever  may  be  their  aim,  it  is 


certain  that  the  result  of  their  system  would  be  the 
destruction  of  commerce.    If  we  make  every  thing 
we  consume  at  home,  we  will,  of  course,  import 
nothing ;  and  if  we  import  nothing,  it  is  a  self-^ 
evident  proposition  that  we  can  export  nothing. 

Sir,  we  have  been  urged  to  the  adoption  of  this 
measure  by  the  highest  considerations  that  can  be 
addressed  to  the  oatriotic  spirit  of  a  free  people*- 
we  have  been  told  that  it  is  essential  to  the  mde- 
pendeace  of  the  country  and  the  defensive  power 
of  the  Government.  No  man  can  be  more  sensi- 
ble to  these  considerations  than  I  am ;  and  by  no 
one,  I  believe,  hare  they  been  more  sincerely  and 
anxiously  regarded.  There  is  no  sacrifice  essen- 
tial to  the  independence  and  safety  of  the  country 
that  I  would  not  make.  I  would  disdain  the 
huckstering  spirit  that  would  even  count  the  cost 
of  these  objects.  But,  if  I  am  not  greatly  in  error, 
the  bearing  of  this  measure  upon  our  independ- 
ence and  safety  as  a  nation,  is  precisely  the  reverse 
of  what  gentlemen  have  supposed.  I  believe  there 
is  no  proposition  relative  to  rhe  policy  of  this 
country,  in  which  politicians  of  all  parties  so  gen- 
erally  concur,  as  that  the  Navy  is  the  most  im- 
portant arm  of  our  defence.  Now,  the  naval 
power  of  the  country  absolutely  depends  upon  its 
commerce  and  navigation;  and  you  impair  the 
one  precisely  in  the  proportion  that  you  diminish 
the  others.  The  sailors  who  fight  your  battles  in 
war,  must  be  trained  in  your  merchant  ships  dur- 
ing peace.  You  may  build  ships,  but  you  cannot 
make  sailors,  upon  an  emeigency.  How,  then, 
stands  the  argument  on  the  subject  of  national 
defence  and  national  independence  ?  In  order  to 
provide  iron,  and  hemp,  and  clothing — articles  of 
which  the  production  could  be  increased  so  as  to 
meet  all  the  demands  of  the  country  in  six  months 
from  the  declaration  of  war—you  destroy  the  ele- 
ments of  our  naval  power,  which  cannot  exist  in 
war,  if  they  are  not  created  in  peace,  by  the  slow 
and  gradual  operation  of  commerce. 

But  we  have  been  informed,  in  the  course  of 
this  debat|^  that  this  measure  will  have  the  effect 
rather  to  increase  than  diminish  octf  foreign  com- 
merce !  A  most  extraordinary  anticipation^  cer- 
tainly: and  it  requires  the  most  unlimited  faith  in 
the  efficacy  of  political  nostrums,  to  believe  it  can 
be  realized.  Our  commerce  now  consists  in  ex- 
changing the  productions  of  our  soil  for  the  manu- 
facturee  and  peculiar  productions  of  other  coun- 
tries. The  great  mass  of  our  imports  consists  of 
manufactures. 

Mow,  the  nrofeased  object  of  this  measure  is  to 
provide  a  soSstitute  for  foreign  manufactures,  and 
thereby  prevent  their  importation.  Is  it  not  self- 
evident,  then,  that  you  will  diminbh  our  existing 
commerce  precisely  to  the  extent  that  you  aug- 
ment your  dotnestic  manufactures?  But  this 
wonder-working  bill,  it  seems,  is  to  furnish  a  sub- 
stitute for  those  branches  of  our  foreign  commerce 
that  it  will  destroy.  If  any  thing,  on  such  a  sub- 
ject, is  susceptible  of  demonstration,  I  think  it  is 
the  delusi  veness  of  such  an  expects  tion .  Of  what, 
I  ask,  is  this  new  commerce  to  consist?  It  will 
be  at  once  perceived  that  it  cannot  exist  without 
new  articles,  both  of  exportation  and  importation. 
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What,  then,  shall  we  be  enabled  to  eiport  that^ 
we  do  not  now  ?  Manufactures,  it  is  said.  But, 
can  it  be  seriously  contended  that  manufactures, 
which  cannot  hold  a  competition  with  the  foreign 
in  our  own  markets,  with  the  hea^y  duties  which 
have  existed  for  the  last  eight  years,  but  require 
the  additional  protection  provided  in  this  bill,  can 
maintain  a  successful  competition  in  foreign  mar- 
kets? In  other  words,  when,  with  an  average 
protection  (including  duties  and  transportation) 
of  at  least  thirty  per  cent.,  we  cannot  command 
the  home  market,  how  is  it  possible  that  we  can 
command  the  foreign  markets,  in  which  we  shall 
hare  no  such  protection  ?  I  do  pronounce  it  to 
be  absolutely  a  visionary  expectation.  For  at 
least  half  a  century  to  come,  the  British  manu- 
facturers will  exclude  us  from  foreign  markets. 
A  few  occasional  exceptions,  resulting  from  pe- 
culiar circumstances,  do  not  weaken  the  general 
proposition. 

But,  another  inquiry  remains  to  be  made  in  re- 
lation to  the  commerce  which  is  to  compensate 
for  that  which  we  destroy.  What  description  of 
articles  shall  we  import  in  this  new  commerce  ? 
It  cannot  be  manufactures,  for  our  policy  excludes 
these  of  course.  They  are  to  be  our  exports  under 
this  new  system.  What,  then,  shall  we  import? 
The  productions  of  the  soil?  These,  we  are  told, 
are  superabundant,  and  literally  rotting  on  our 
hands  for  the  want  of  a  market.  This  new  com- 
merce, then,  is  to  realize  the  splendid  but  empty 
vision  of  exporting  every  thing  and  importing 
nothing !  By  such  a  commerce,  we  should  cer- 
tainly avoid  one  evil  which  haunts  the  imagina- 
tions of  some  gentlemen :  The  balance  of  trade 
would  never  be  against  us.  But,  sir.  let  us  exam- 
ine this  subject  a  little  more  minutely.  It  is  said 
we  shall  export  our  manufactures  to  South  Ame- 
rica. There  we  shall  come  in  competition  with 
British  manufactures.  Admitting,  for  a  moment, 
that  we  could  sell  our  manufactures  as  cheap  as 
the  British  could  sell  theirs  in  the  markets  of 
South  America,  yet  we  should  be  excluded,  be- 
cause that  country  produces  nothing  that  we 
want,  but  precisely  that  which  oar  rivals  want. 
The  great  staple  of  South  America  will  be  un- 
manuractured  cotton,  which  is  the  great  staple  of 
this  country  alsq.  And  nothing  can  be  more  idle 
than  to  calculate  upon  a  profitable  commerce,  or, 
indeed,  any  commerce  at  all,  between  two  coun- 
tries that  produce  precisely  the  same  articles  for 
exportation.  The  argument,  therefore,  that  our 
commerce  will  not  be  diminished  by  this  system, 
is,  in  my  judgment,  utterly  fallacious.  And  even 
if  it  were  true,  in  point  of  fact,  that  a  new  com- 
merce could  be  substituted  for  that  which  we  cut 
off,  it  would  only  be  giving  up  a  natural  and  pro- 
fitable, for  a  forced  and  unprofitable  trade.  And 
here  I  will  remark  that  there  seems  to  be  a  palpa- 
ble inconsistency  in  the  arguments  of  the  advo- 
cates of  this  measure.  They  tell  us,  in  one  breath, 
that  their  object  is  to  relieve  the  country  from  its 
dependence  on  foreign  commerce,  and  in  the  next, 
that  our  foreign  commerce  will  be  increased.  If 
this  latter  proposition  be  true,  our  dependence  on 
foreign  commerce  will  be  greater  under  the  pro- 


posed system  than  it  now  is.  And,  unless  it  can 
oe  shown  that  this  measure  will  produce  two  op- 
posite and  inconsistent  effects  at  the  same  time,  it 
will  be  difficult  to  make  out  the  proposition  that 
our  commerce  will  be  increased,  and  our  depead- 
ence  on  commerce  diminished. 

I  will  now  invite  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
a  few  remarks  as  to  the  practical  operation  of  tiiii 
bill  upon  the  community.  Whatever  mav  be  its 
effect  upon  domestic  manufactures,  I  speak  adfis- 
edly  when  I  say  it  will  operate  as  a  tax  upoo  the 
people  to  the  extent  of  at  least  four  millions  of 
dollars.  And  whether  the  proceeds  of  this  tax 
shall  go  into  the  national  Treasury  or  into  tbe 
pockets  of  individuab,  the  thing  about  ivbich  tbere 
can  be  no  doubt,  is,  that  the  tax  will  be  paid  bf 
the  people.  If  it  shall  operate  merely  as  a  reveDoe 
measure,  it  will  not  benefit  the  manofactunis, 
and  is  subject  to  the  objection  that  it  is  uoneco- 
sary,  and  therefore  oppressive,  taxation.  If  it 
shall  operate  to  exclude  foreign  manufactures,  it 
is  liable  to  the  still  greater  objection  of  being  not 
only  an  oppressive,  but  an  unproductive  ux.  Tiie 
people  pay,  but  the  Government  does  not  receire. 
In  point  of  fact,  it  will  probably,  for  a  short  time, 
operate  partly  as  a  productive,  and  partly  as  an 
unproductive,  tax;  partly  as  an  increase  of  tbe 
revenue,  and  partly  as  a  bounty  to  the  manufa^ 
turing  interest.  But  we  are  advised  to  sobmit 
quietly  to  these  burdens,  and  to  be  satisfied  witb 
the  assurance  that  we  shall,  at  some  future  time, 
obtain  the  domestic  manufacture  as  cheap  as  we 
can  import  the  foreign.  Let  us  examine  this  ida 
for  a  moment.  And  I  would  remark,  at  the 
threshold  of  the  examination,  that  it  is  not  soi- 
cient  for  gentlemen  to  show  that  the  articles  for 
which  they  claim  protection  can  be  made  at  home 
<u  cheap  as  they  can  be  imported  from  abroad  no- 
der  our  system  of  revenue  duties ;  but  they  most 
further  show  that  they  can  be  made  as  cheap  as  the 
foreign  articles  could  be  imported  if  there  were  no 
revenue  duties  levied  upon  them.  Suppose,  for 
example,  that  the  gentlemen  could  clearly  la^^ 
out  their  case,  that  all  the  manufactures  we  im- 
port can  be  made  at  home  precisely  as  cheap  as 
we  nots  fmport  them,  but  no  cheaper;  and,  to  make 
the  illustration  more  complete,  suppose  that  they 
actually  were  made  at  home,  and  that  the  foreign 
importation  had  ceased.  What  would  be  tbe  r^ 
salt?  It  is  true  we  should  obtain  the  articles  as 
cheap  as  we  do  now,  but  we  should  lose  the  whole 
revenue  of  the  country  derived  from  imposts,  aod 
be  compelled  to  resort  to  other  sources  of  revenoe* 
Even,  therefore,  in  the  case  supposed,  tbe  coui- 
try  would  sacrifice  above  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars per  annum  at  the  shrike  of  this  anti-colDme^ 
cial  system.  And  this  is  the  strongest  case  whieb 
can  be  supposed  in  favor  of  domestic  manufl^ 
tures.  The  supposition  that  they  can  ever  be 
made  as  cheap  as  the  foreign  fabrics  could  be  im- 
ported free  oi  duty,  is  too  extravagant  to  be  in- 
dulged for  a  moment.  And  yet  this  supposition, 
chimerical  as  it  is,  must  be  realized  before  any 
benefit  can  result  to  the  country  from  this  mea- 
sure, to  compensate  the  great  and  palpabJe  sacri- 
fices which  It  involves. 
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Looking  to  the  operatioo  of  this  measure  upon 


the  different  classes  of  the  commuQity,  it  may  be 
fairly  stated  as  its  general  result,  that  it  will  sacri- 
fice the  laboring  classes  for  the  benefit  of  the  cap- 
italists. And  when  I  say  capitalists,  I  include  as 
well  those  who  employ  capital  in  some  of  the 
products  of  agriculture!  as  in  manufactures.  You 
propose  to  protect,  by  duties,  not  only  manufac- 
tures, but  wool,  hemp,  and  even  grain.  Ridiculous 
as  the  duty  upon  this  last  article  is,  it  serves  ad- 
mirably to  illustrate  the  genius  of  the  system. 

Although  the  manufacturing  interest  makes  the 
most  prominent  figure  in  this  scheme  of  protec- 
tion, the  question  is  no  longer  between  the  manu- 
faciaring  and  agricultural  interests,  but  between 
all  those  who  produce  more  than  they  consume  of 
the  articles  subject  to  duty,  and  those  who  purchase 
that  surplus  production.    From  this  it  is  obvious, 
that  but  a  very  small  pan  of  the  community  can 
eojoy  the  benefit  of  this  system,  which  operates 
as  a  permanent  tax  upon  the  remainder.    As  to 
the  manufactarers  we  know  their  number  is  ex- 
ceediogly  small  in  comparison  with  the  aggregate 
of  our  population.    But  the  8mallne5s  of  tne  num- 
ber of  farmers  who  can  be  benefited  by  this  bill, 
is  not  so  obvious.   There  exists  a  delusion  on  this 
point,  which  is  easily  removed.    It  is  supposed 
that  the  great  mass  of  the  farmers  will  participate 
in  the  bounties  provided.    But  every  practical 
observer  must  know,  in  relation  to  wool,  for  ex- 
ample, that  a  great  maiority  of  the  farmers  can 
produce  no  more  than  they  consume  in  their  own 
families.  It  will  be  the  more  wealthy  farmers,  there- 
fore, who  will  realize  the  advantages,  such  as 
they  may  be,  of  this  compromise  with  the  manu- 
facturers, while  the  small  farmers  and  the  whole 
class  of  mere  laborers  will  be  compelled  to  bear 
the  burdens  of  the  system,  such  as  they  certainly 
are,  without  the  slightest  equivalent.    No  man 
has  pretended,  no  man  will  venture  to  assert,  that 
the  price  of  labor  will  be  increased  by  this  mea- 
sure.   That,  sir,  the  thinff  which  most  deserves 
eocouragement,  is  left  unoountied  to  its  fate.    I 
do  pronounce  it,  ihat  this  is  a  combination,  not 
ouly  of  the  few  against  the  many,  but  of  the  weal- 
thy against  the  poor ;  we  take  from  those  who 
have  not,  and  give  to  those  who  have.    I  speak 
with  studied  precision  when  I  say,  that  those  who 
consume  what  they  do  not  make,  are  taxed  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  make  what  they  do  not  con- 
some.   These  are  the  true  antagonist  powers  of 
this  system. 

The  experience  of  Great  Britain,  of  whose  pros- 
perity we  nave  had  such  extravagant  descriptions, 
larDishes  a  most  striking  and  conclusive  illus- 
tration of  that  tendency  of  the  protecting  system 
which  I  am  now  considering.  It  is  true,  that 
Great  Britain  is  a  nation  of  vast  power  and  re- 
sources. To  the  eye  of  a  distant  beholder,  she 
undoubtedly  presents  a  splendid  spectacle.  But 
history,  while  it  records  the  achievements  of  her 
policy  and  her  arms,  says  nothing  of  the  condition 
of  her  people.  If  you  but  look  beyond  the  datz- 
zling  surface,  you  will  see  a  vast  population  push- 
ing their  industry  to  the  utmx>st  extent  of  their 
physical  power,  for  a  bare  subsistence,  to  say  noth- 


ing of  the  great  proportion  (about  one-sixth,  I  be- 
lieve, of  tne  whole  numt)er)  who  are  absolutely 
or  partially  dependent  upon  public  charity.    Yes, 
sir,  the  fact  is  so  universally  true  in  that  country, 
that  the  wages  of  labor  never  rise  higher  than  to  the 
point  at  which  the  laborer  can  barely  subsist  and 
perpetuate  his  race — that  it  is  laid  down  by  the 
British  writers  on  the  subject,  as  a  settled  princi- 
ple of  political  economy.    If,  from  disease  or  other 
casualty,  a  laborer  is  unable  to  work  for  a  week, 
he  runs  the  risk  of  perishing.    It  never  enters  into 
the  calculation  of  the  British  laborer  to  improve 
his  condition  in  life;  and  it  is  in  the  power  of 
very  few,  even  to  lay  up  a  pittance  for  the  future. 
Such  is  the  condition  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  who  have  been  charac- 
terized by  the  Speaker  as  the  happiest  people  on 
earth,  and  held  up  to  us  for  our  special  admiration. 
But,  sir,  even  if  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
Great  Britain  were  much  greater  than  they  are, 
upon  what  principle  of  sound  reasoning  can  they 
be  ascribed  to  her  system  of  commercial  restric- 
tions ?    I  am  ready  to  admit,  if  gentlemen  desire 
it,  that  her  prosperity  is  derived  mainly  from  her 
manufactures;  but  I  unequivocally  deny  that  these 
have  been  fostered  into  existence  by  the  restric- 
tive system.    A  few  palpable  facts  of  her  history 
will  render  this  apparent.    Which  of  her  manu- 
factures have  been  the  great  sources  of  her  pros- 
perity ?    Those  of  cotton,  wool,  and  iron,  undoubt- 
edly.    Will  any  gentleman  venture  to  say  that 
these  have  derived  their  prosperity  from  the  pro- 
tectinjp  system  1    Where,  sir,  is  the  nation  that 
ever  for  a  moment  held  a  competition  with  Great 
Britain  in.  cotton  fabrics,  and    against  whom, 
therefore,  protection  was  necessary?    From  the 
first  moment  of  its  existence,  this  manufacture  in 
Great  Britain,  like  the  raw  material  in  our  South- 
ern States,  set  all  competition  at  defiance.    Nei- 
ther ever  needed  or  received  the  protection  of 
Grovernment.    Both  have  succeeded,  because  the 
countries  in  which  they  respectively  flourish  are 
peculiarly  adapted  to  their  production.    The  same 
remarks  are  true  (though  not  so  strikingly  true) 
in  relation  to  manufactures  of  wool  and  iron.   On 
the  contrary,  those  manufactures  which  have  been 


forced  into  existence  by  artificial  stimulants^  are 
regarded  by  all  the  enlightened  statesmen  of  the 
present  day  as  so  many  obstacles  to  British  pros- 
perity. This  is  emphatically  true  in  relatioii  to 
the  manufactures  of  silk.  In  fact,  sir,  you  miffhc 
as  well  tell  me  that  the  muscular  energy  oT  a 
giant  is  derived  from  the  fetters  he  sunders  into 
atoms,  as  that  the  prosperity  of  Great  Britain  is 
derived  from  her  restrictive  system. 

But  we  have  been  admonished  to  adopt  this 
system,  with  a  view  to  countervail  the  restric- 
tions and  bounties  by  which  other  nations  sustain 
their  domestic  industry ;  and  it  was  conceded  by 
the  Speaker,  that,  if  ail  other  nations  would  pur- 
sue the  same  liberal  policy,  it  might  be  expedient 
to  leave  commerce  unshackled.  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  meet  the  gentleman  upon  this  ground  ; 
and  if  I  do  not  show  that  the  principal  restriction 
which  the  existing  laws  of  foreign  countries  im- 
pose upon  our  commerce  operates  as  a  protection 
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to  our  nunafaetures,  instead  of  giving  them  a 
claim  to  the  protection  of  this  OoTernment,  I  will 
acknowledge  my  entire  ignorance  of  the  subject. 
What,  then,  is  the  principal  restriction  of  which 
we  complain  ?  It  is  the  exclusion  by  Great  Brit- 
ain of  our  grain  from  her  market.  And  what  claim 
does  this  give  our  manufactures  to  the  interfer- 
ence of  Congress  ?  How  does  it  operate  against 
them  ?  On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  perfectly  appa- 
rent that  it  operates  in  a  two-fold  manner  to  give 
them  an  advantage  over  their  British  rivals?  By 
raising  the  price  of  grain  in  England,  it  enhances 
the  price  of  labor  there ;  and  by  diminishing  the 
price  of  grain  here,  it  also  dimmishes  the  wages 
of  the  laborer  here.  As  far,  therefore,  as  labor 
enters  into  the  price  of  manufactures,  this  very 
restriction  (of  British  policy^  is  a  direct  encour- 
agement to  our  manufacturm^  industry.  But, 
perhaps  gentlemen  will  say,  it  is  the.  growers  of 
grain  whose  interests  require  us  to  countervail  this 
injurious  restriction.  But  how  do  you  propose  to 
accomplish  this  object?  The  Britisn  Government 
injure  our  farming  interest  by  excluding  our  grain 
and  reducing  its  price !  And  we  are  called  upon 
to  relieve  the  farmer,  not  by  increasing  the  price 
of  the  grain  which  he  has  to  sell,  but  of  the  man- 
ufactures which  he  must  purchase !  Sir,  there  is 
more  spirit  than  wisdom  in  such  a  policy  as  this : 
it  defeats  its  own  object. 

I  will  now  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  another 
view  of  this  subject,  to  which  our  attention  was 
called  by  the  Speaker.  He  told  us  that  this  €k>v- 
emment  ought  to  pursue,  as  nearly  as  practicable, 
8uch  a  policy  in  relation  to  the  different  portions 
of  the  Union,  as  each  of  those  portions  would  re- 
spectively pursue,  if  existing  as  a  separate  confed- 
eracy. Let  us  then  inquire  what  would  be  the 
relative  situation  of  the  principal  subdivisions  of 
the  Union,  if  each  were  free  to  legislate  for  itself. 
And  I  will  first  examine  the  probable  condition 
of  that  subdivision  which  the  Speaker  himself 
represents — the  Western  country.  If  that  region 
were  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  Union,  and 
formed  a  distinct  confederacy,  how  would  it  stand 
in  relation  to  this  very  question  ?  It  would  derive 
its  supplies  of  foreign  manufactures  principally 
through  the  Atlantic  States.  I  presume  it  would, 
because  it  has  done  so  heretofore,  and  it  would 
continue  to  be  the  interest  of  the  people  to  do  so. 
What  would  be  the  result?  What  power  would 
they  have  in  regulating  the  imposts  upon  foreign 
merchandise,  and  how  could  these  imposts  affect 
their  interests  ?  It  is  obvious  that  tney  would 
have  no  agency  in  regulating  the  tariff  of  duties, 
and  would  yet  have  to  pay,  indirectly,  the  amount 
of  those  duties,  in  the  increased  price  of  imported 
articles  they  would  consume.  In  a  word,  the 
Western  States  would  be  tributary  to  the  Atlan- 
tic States.  When,  therefore,  the  sentlemen  from 
the  West  call  upon  us  to  adopt  this  measure  for 
their  benefit — a  benefit  which  I  am  sure  they  will 
never  realize — they  require  us  to  do  what  they 
could  not  themselves  do,  even  if  separated  from 
the  rest  of  the  Union,  unless  indeed  they  would 
cut  off  all  coromercfal  intercourse,  not  only  with 
Europe,  but  with  the  Atlantic  States  also.    But 


how  would  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  Simikcr 
operate  upon  the  Southern  portion  of  our  UnioQ? 
It  that  were  a  separate  confederacy,  (which  God 
forbid  that  it  ever  should  be !)  what  power  could 
restrain  it  from  pursuing  its  own  most  obrioos 
and  decided  interest,  by  having  a  free  and  oiire- 
stricted  intercourse  with  Europe?  And  when  ire 
are  about  to  be  deprived  of  this  natural  right,  and 
to  see  our  interests  immolated  at  the  shrine  of  a 
voracious  idol,  which  devours  ervery  tbin^r,  aod 
produces  nothing,  it  ought  not  to  be  a  subject  of 
surprise  that  we  oppose  the  measure  as  a  dimt 
invasion  of  our  most  essential  ri^fs.  Aod,  if  I 
may  be  permitted  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the 
true  interests  of  anotlu?r  portion  of  the  UDioo,  I 
would  say,  most  confidently,  that,  if  New  York 
were  a  separate  State,  this  would  be  a  most  on- 
wise  and  ruinous  policy  for  her  to  pursue.  For, 
if  there  be  a  State  in  the  Union  more  interested  Ia 
foreign  commerce  than  any  other,  it  is  New  York; 
and  I  will  add,  if  there  be  one  more  interested 
than  all  others,  in  the  cotton  trade  of  the  South, 
that,  also,  is  New  York.  Yes,  sir,  that  commerce 
which  the  majority  of  her  representatives  now  seem 
to  contemn,  is  the  true  source  of  her  prosoerity 
and  greatness ;  and  there  is  no  portion  ot  that 
commerce  so  important  as  that  which  this  mea- 
sure is  calculated  to  jeopardize,  if  not  to  destroy— 
the  carry  in?  trade  of  the  South.  Without  this. 
the  city  of  New  Yorkj  the  great  emporium  of  tbe 
Union,  would  be  deprived  of  half  its  wealth,  and 
shorn  of  half  its  splendor.  And  here,  sir,  I  will 
say  a  word  or  two  in  relation  to  a  view  of  this 
subject,  which  seems  to  have  ffreat  weight  with 
the  gentlemen  who  represent  tne  interior  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  They  believe  that,  bjr  rear- 
ing up  manufactories,  they  will  create  a  market 
for  their  grain :  but,  do  they  not  perceive,  that 
commerce  furnishes  a  market  for  this  article,  mach 
more  extensire  than  they  can  reasonably  antici- 
Mte  from  the  manufactories  thejr  can  create? 
The  citv  of  New  York  alone,  nourished  and  sus- 
tained oy  the  very  commerce  which  this  bill  is 
calculated  to  destroy,  creates,  by  its  consomptioo, 
a  more  extensive  market  for  tbe  ffrain  of  the  in- 
terior than  will  be  created  by  all  the  mannfactor- 
ing  establishments  which  this  system  will  briof 
into  existence  in  half  a  century.  Indeed,  this  idea 
of  obtaining  a  market  for  grain,  by  forcing  man- 
ufactures into  existence — an  idea  which  has  made 
a  very  stroof^  impression  upon  the  farming  iom- 
est  in  the  Middle  and  Western  States — can  neret 
be  realized,  but  to  a  very  moderate  extent.  In 
the  existing^  state  of  the  arts,  manufactures  are 
made  principally  by  machinery,  which  consemes 
no  grain-^so  that  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  goin^ 
too  far  to  say,  that  the  agents  directly  and  indi- 
rectly employed,  by  commerce,  in  supplying  the 
country  with  a  given  quantity  of  foreign  manu- 
factures, consume  as  much  of  the  products  of  the 
soil,  as  would  be  consumed  by  the  agents  who 
would  be  employed  in  the  fabrication  of  the  same 
quantity  of  domestic  manufactures. 

While  considering  the  operation  of  this  measoie 
upon  the  several  divisions  and  interests  of  the 
Union,  I  hope  I  shall  be  excuaed  for  repeating, 
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vith  a  view  to  fartfaer  illustintion,  an  idea  wliteh  | 
I  idraoced  at  ao  early  stage  of  the  discuMtoa  opon 
the  details  of  this  measure,  the  correctness  of  which, 
howeyer,  has  been  since  repeatedly  denied.  I 
slated,  and  I  now  deliberately  repeat  it,  that  the 
cotton  of  the  Southern  States,  the  great  source  of 
oar  prosperity,  constituting  one-third  of  I  he  whole 
export  of  the  Union,  has  reached  that  critical  point 
in  ibe  competition  with  foreign  cottons,  when  any 
material  derangement  of  our  commercial  relations 
with  Great  Britain  must  inevitably  expose  us  to 
the  hazard  of  losing  the  market  oi  that  country, 
at  least  to  a  very  considerable  extent.  If  we  cease 
to  take  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  she 
wiJl  assuredly  cease  to  take  our  cotton  to  the  same 
extent.  It  is  a  settled  principle  of  her  poiiey--« 
principle  not  only  wise  but  essential  to  ner  exist- 
enee— to  jnirehftse  from  those  nations  who  receive 
ber  manufactures,  in  preftrenee  to  those  who  do 
not  You  have,  heretofore,  been  her  best  custom- 
ers, and  therefore  it  has  been  her  policy  to  pur* 
chase  our  cotton  to  the  full  extent  of  our  demand 
for  her  manufactures.  But,  say  gentlemen,  Great 
Britain  does  not  purchase  our  cotton  from  afiec- 
tion,  bat  interest.  I  grant  it  sir,  and  that  is  the 
Ter^  reason  of  my  decided  hostility  to  a  system 
which  will  make  it  her  interest  to  purchase  from 
other  countries  than  our  own.  It  is  her  interest 
to  purchase  cotton,  even  at  a  higher  price,  from 
those  countries  which  receive  her  manufactures 
in  exchange.  It  is  better  for  her  to  give  a  little 
more  for  cotton,  than  to  obtain  nothing  for  her 
maoufaetures.  It  will  be  remarked,  that  the  sit- 
uation of  Great  Britain  is,  in  this  respect,  widely 
different  from  that  of  the  United  States.  The 
powers  of  her  soil  have  been  already  pushed  very 
Dearly  to  the  maximum  of  their  productiveness. 
The  productiveness  of  her  manutactures,  on  the 
contrary,  is  as  unlimited  as  the  demand  of  the 
whole  world.  She,  therefore,  has  no  choice  of 
parraits.  Her  surplus  capital  and  labor  must  be 
directed  to  manufactures,  or  remain  idle  and  un- 
productive. A  demand  for  her  manufactures  is, 
theo,  from  the  very  necessity  of  her  condition,  the 
primary  consideration,  to  which  erery  other  must 
be  stthaervient  io  the  regulation  of  her  commer- 
cial relations.  To  say,  therefore,  that  she  will 
continae  to  purchase  our  cotton,  because  she  can 
get  it  a  little  cheaper  than  other  cottons,  after  we 
have  ceased  to  purchase  her  manufactures,  is  to 
suppose  that  she  will  be  utterly  blind  to  her  own 
necessities;  that  she  will,  in  fact,  abandon,  where 
it  if  most  indispensable,  that  very  policy  which 
the  friends  of  this  bill  now  call  upon  us  to  adopt, 
in  a  spirit  of  reckless  speculation,  without  consid- 
crin?  that  our  circumstances  are  the  very  reverse 
of  those  which  render  such  a  policy  necessary  to 
Great  Britain.  In  fact,  sir,  tne  policy  of  Great 
Breat  Britain  is  not,  as  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose, 
U)  secure  the  hofrnt  but  the  foreign  market  for  her 
loanufactures.  The  former  she  has  without  an 
effort.  It  is  to  attain  the  latter  that  all  her  policy 
>nd  enterprise  are  brought  into  requisition.  The 
manufactures  of  that  country  are  the  basis  of  her 
commerce;  our  manufactures,  on  the  contrary, 
are  to  be  the  destruction  of  our  comnaeree.    And 


yet,  in  a  spirit  of  blind  and  undiscriminating  imi- 
tation, we  are  called  upon  to  follow  the  example 
of  Great  Britain,  by  adopting  a  policy  which  will 
produce  a  result  precisely  the  opposite  of  that 
which  she  has  experienced  of  her  policy ;  or,  in 
other  word)*,  we  are  required  to  adopt,  in  oeferenee 
to  British  wisdom,  a  system  the  very  reverse  of 
that  which  British  policy  would  pursue,  under  the 
same  circumstances !  It  cannot  be  doubted  that, 
in  pursuance  of  the  policy  of  foreine  her  manu- 
factures into  foreign  markets,  she  will,  if  deprived 
of  a  large  portion  of  our  custom,  direct  all  her  ef- 
forts to  South  America.  That  country  abounds 
in  a  soil  admirably  adapted  to  the  production  of 
cotton,  and  will,  for  a  century  to  come,  import 
her  manufactures  from  foreig[n  countries.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  is  obvious  that  Great  Brit- 
ain will  use  erery  effort  to  stimulate  the*  industry 
of  South  America,  by  the  various  commercial  ad- 
vantages she  has  it  in  her  power  to  present,  aiid 
to  make  up,  by  this  new  trade,  the  loss  she  will 
have  sustameu  in  being  deprived  of  ours.  But  I 
must  hasten  to  bring  my  remarks  to  a  conclusion, 
lest  I  should  exhaust  that  indulgent  patience  which, 
I  fear,  I  have  already  taxed  too  severely.  A  few 
words,  and  I  shall  have  done. 

It  would  be  some  consolation  to  me,  sir,  if  I 
could  believe  that  the  heavy  impositions,  which 
must  operate  so  oppressively  upon  the  part  of  the 
Union  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  would  nro* 
duce  an  equivalent  benefit  to  other  portions  ot  the 
Union.  If  my  constituents  must  be  sacrificed,  it 
would  in  some  degree  soothe  their  injured  feelings, 
if  they  could  have  this  excuse,  at  least,  for  quietly 
submitting  to  their  fate,  hard  as  it  is,  and  unjust 
as  they  bdieve  it  to  be.  But  even  this  humble 
consolation  is  denied  us.  We  are  doomed  to  suffer, 
under  a  clear  conviction  that  our  sufferings  wilt 
administer  no  relief  to  the  distresses,  whether  real 
or  imaginary,  of  any  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens. 
We  are  to  be  made  the  victims  of  a  system  ^  which 
not  enricheth  them,  but  makes  us  poor  indeed'' — a 
system  which  wages  war,  not  against  our  enemies, 
but  our  friends;  not  against  theliostile  regulations 
of  other  countries,  but  against  the  advantages  of 
our  natural  position  in  the  world,  and  the  munifi- 
cent bounties  of  an  all-wise  Providence — a  system 
which  has  originated  in  discontent,  and  must  in- 
evitably end  in  disappointment.  Against  such  a 
system  I  do  most  solemnly  protest,  as  a  palpable 
invasion  of  those  rights  and  interests  which  I  am 
charged  to  defend  and  protect.  And  I  do  beseech 
its  advocates,  as  they  regard  the  principles  of  ju9- 
tiee,  the  interests  of  the  Republic,  or  the  mutual 
good  will  of  its  members,  to  pause  before  they  give 
this  bill  the  irrevocable  sanction  of  their  final  vote. 
If,  however,  they  should  pass  it,  even  with  a  ma- 
jority of  a  single  vote,  I  shall,  as  bound  by  my 
allegiance,  submit  to  it  as  one  of  the  laws  of  my 
country.  I  have  endeavored,  with  zeal  and  fidel- 
ity, to  discharge  my  duty  as  a  Representative.  I 
trust  I  shall  never  be  found  wanting  in  my  duty 
as  a  citizen.  I  must  take  leave,  however,  to  say 
one  parting  word  to  the  authors  of  this  measure; 
I  thank  God  that,  if  mine  is  to  be  the  suffering, 
theirs  will  be  the  responsibility. 
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When  Mr.  McDuppie  had  concluded^- 

Mr.  Marklbt,  of  PeDnsylraDta,  rose,  not,  he 
said,  to  make  a  speech  upon  the  bill,  although 
such  had  originally,  been  his  intention ;  but  he 
thought,  after  so  long  a  discussion,  the  House 
must  be  ready  and  anxious  to  take  the  final  ques- 
tion on  the  bill.  He  therefore  moved  a  call  of  the 
House. 

After  the  call  was  concluded,  the  doors  were 
closed  ;  four  members  only  were  found  to  be  ab- 
sent. 

Mr.  Stewart  then  moved  to  dispense  with  all 
further  proceedings  in  relation'  to  the  call:  his 
motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  call  for  the 
previous  question.  He  said  he  thought  the  present 
a  proper  time  to  finish  the  debate.  It  was  known 
that  one  member  was  attending,  contrary  to  the 
advice  of  bis  physicians,  and  two  or  three  others 
contrary  to  the  advice  ol  prudence.  He  admitted 
that  some  courtesy  was  due  to  those  who  wanted 
to  speak,  but  much  more,  he  thought,  was  due  to 
those  whose  sense  of  duty  had  brought  them  to 
the  House  from  sick  beds.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  had  intended  to  present  his  views  of  the  sub- 
ject before  the  final  question  was  taken,  and  some 
things  had  been  said  on  yesterday  which  called 
for  a  reply  from  the  friends  of  the  bill ;  but  he 
had  nredetermincd  to  waive  his  right  to  do  so, 
and  hoped  that  geoliemen  on  both  sides  would 
consent  to  close  the  discussion.  No  tarifi*  had 
ever  been  debated  in  cold  blood,  and  the  old  mem- 
bers would  support  him  in  saving,  that  the  debate 
on  the  present  bill  was  marked  with  more  temper- 
ance than  on  former  occasions.  He  hoped  it  would 
terminate  in  the  same  spirit  of  moderation  and 
forbearance  that  had  marked  its  progress.  He 
assured  the  House  that  he  made  the  call  under  a 
sense  of  duty,  but  in  the  full  spirit  of  deference 
for  those  who  might  oppose  it. 

The  call  was  sustamed — 101  members  voting 
in  favor  of,  and  98  against  it, 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  demanded  another 
count. 

The  Cb  AIR,  in  pursuance  of  a  rule  of  the  House, 
then  appointed  Messrs.  Randolph  and  Taylor 
as  tellers ;  and  the  ttiembers  on  each  side  of  the 
question  were  counted,  bv  passing  between  the 
tellers,  and  returned  as  follows :  In  favor  of  the 
previoos  question  103,  a^inst  it  95. 

So  the  House  determined  in  favor  of  the  pre- 
Tious  question. 

«Mr.  Webster  then  rose.  He  said  he  had  been 
waiting  in  the  House  for  several  days,  laboring 
under  severe  indisposition^  in  order  to  make  a 
motion  in  relation  to  this  bill,  which  was  of  vital 
importance  to  his  constituents ;  but  as  he  had  not 
vet  had  an  opportunity  to  do  it,  he  moved  that  the 
Dill  be  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table.  Upon  this 
question  he  requested  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered ; 
and  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table — 
yeas  98,  nays  110,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Abliot,  AleianderofVirginiar  Allen 
of  MsiMehasetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Bay- 
lies, P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartlettt  BaMett,  Blair,  Breck. 


Brent,  Bnrieigh,  Burton,  Oambreleng,  Campbell  of 
South  Carolina,  Carter,  Gary,  Cobb,  Coeke,  Codoct, 
Cttlpeper,  Cusbman,  Cothbert,  Day,  Dwiaell,  £<}• 
wards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  CooDectieat, 
Foote  of  New  York,  Forayth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garoctt, 
Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamiltoo.  Harrej, 
Hay  ward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Kent, 
Lathrop,  Lcftwich,  Lineolu,  Litchfield,  Livermore, 
Livingston,  Lock,  Long,  Loogfeilow,  McCoy,  McDof* 
fie,  McKee,  Mangam,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabaoi, 
Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumerof 
New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Reynolds,  RiTes,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Sibley,  Arthar 
Smith,  Alexander  Soayth,  William  Smith,  Spiigfat, 
Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Ste.veneott,  J.  SlepheneoD,  Til* 
iaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North 
Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster,  Whipple,  WilKaos  of 
New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia.  Williams  of  Norfi 
Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  Soath  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  ADen  of  Tennessee,  Alliwi, 
Barber  of  Conn.,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartler*  Beeeba, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Bnckner,  Ctdy, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Coodid, 
Cook,  CralU,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Durfee,  Dwiffat, 
Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  PennsyWaoia,  Ellis,  Ftr< 
rally,  Fiodlay,  Forward,  Garrison,  Gazlay,  Hirrii, 
Hayded,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Haloombt, 
Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawresoe, 
Letcher,  Little,  McArthur,  McKean,  McKim,  McLtoe 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Mtrkltj. 
Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mil- 
ler, Mitchell  of  PennsyWania,  Mitchell  of  Manltod, 
Moore  of  Kentucky  Morgan,  Patterson  of  Penmyl* 
vania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  PenDsylvaoit. 
Prince,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Ross,  Steriiog. 
Soott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Stewart,  Stoddart,  Stotn. 
Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Tea  Eyck,  Test,  Thonipioii 
of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomliftson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tjioa, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wjck, 
Vinton,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  Whits,  Widi* 
li^e,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Okio, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

The  previous  qnestioo  was  then  pat,  to  wit: 
Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  7  and  psssed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  110,  nays  97,  as  followi: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Adama,  Alexander  of  TenDenee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Barbonr  of  CoDDScticat, 
J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Bndlej, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Bnckner,  Cady,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Craf^. 
Giaig,  Durliee,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Penn^Na- 
nia,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  GairiiM, 
Gatlay,  Harris,  Hay  den,  HompfaiU,  Henry,  Herkisieri 
Houston,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginitf  J-  T* 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  U** 
rence,  Letcher,  Little,  McArthur,  McKean,  McKifli 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martindale,  Mar- 
vin, MaUack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  MUler,  Mitchell  of 
Pennsylfsnia,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgsn,  Pattenos 
of  Pennsylfsnia,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  P'ob- 
sylvania.  Prince,  Richards,  Rich,  fiiogers,  Rose,  RoMi 
Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Standefer,  Sterling, 
Stewart, Stoddard,  Storrs,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Teo 
Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  TomlioioB, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,' Vance  of  Ohio.  Veo 
Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  WhitJBis. 
WhitUesey,  White,  Wicklifle,  WiUiamsofNewYoik, 
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lamef  WilBOo,  Henry  Wilioo,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
^oodf,  ftod  Wright. 
Nayb — Metsn.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
eo  of  MaMachoaetU,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
)artJett,  Basselt,  Breck,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Barton, 
yambreieng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter, 
"axj,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crowninshield, 
^ulpeper,  Cusbman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Dwight, 
Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecti- 
Q(,  Foots  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Gar- 
eit,  Gatlin,  Gist,  GoTsn,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
larvcy,  Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom, 
looks,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liver- 
lore,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  LongfeUovr,  McCoy, 
fcDuffie,  McKee,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum, 
terccr,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
(eale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of 
law  Hampshire,  Potneett,  Bandolph,  Rankin,  Reed, 
leynolds.  Rives,  Saunders,  Sibley,  Arthur  8mith» 
Llexaoder  SmyUi,  William  Smith,  Speight,  8penee» 
i.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
'hoiDpaon  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virgioa,  Tucker  of 
outh  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield, 
Vebater.  Whipple,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams 
f  >'arth  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

The  main  question  was  then  potj  to  wit :  Shall 
lie  bill  pass?  and  passed  in  the  affirmatire — yeas 
07,  Days  102,  as  follows :    • 

Yxis — ^Mesars.  Adams,  Alexsnder  of  Tennessee, 
.llison,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Brad- 
7,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady,  Camp- 
el!  of  Ohio,  Caseedy,  Clark,  Cillina,  Condict,  Cook, 
!rafU,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards 
f  Pennajlvania,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward, 
rarrisoD,  Gazlay,  Harris,  Hajden,  Hemphill,  Henry, 
lerkimer,  Holcombe,  Houatoo,  Jenkins,  Jobnaon  of 
Virginia,  J.  T  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer, 
•awrence,  Letdier,  Little,  McArthur,  McKean,  McKim, 
(cLane  ol  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Mark- 
y,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe, 
lUler,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
(oore  of  Kentncky,  Morgan,  Patteraon  of  Penney  1* 
ioia,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
'rinee,  Richards,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rose,  Roes,  Scott, 
barpe,  Sloan,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Storrs, 
(trong.  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of 
Lentocky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Idrec,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
^intoD,  Wayne,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Wiek- 
&,  James  Wilson,  Henry  Wileon,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
^ood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

NATi^Mesers.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
f  Maawchusetts,  Allen  of  Tenneesea,  Archer,  Baylies, 
^  P.  Baibour,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bassett,  Blair, 
Ireck,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
ell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Csry,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Hinoer,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Coth- 
ert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
*oot  of  Connecticut,  Foots  of  New  York,  Forayth, 
'roat.  Fuller,  Gamett,  Oatlin,  Gist,  Govsn,  Gurley, 
UU,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart, 
logeboom.  Hooks,  Isacks,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lee,  Left- 
Mch,  Ltneoln,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston, 
'ocke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuflie,  McKee^ 
4angum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson, 
*lewtoD,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire, 
'oinsett,  Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rives, 
Zanders,  Sandlord,  Sibl^,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander 
^yth,  WillUm  Smith,  Speight,  Spwicey  Standefer, 


A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield, 
Webster,  Whipple,  Williams  of  New  York,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson 
of  South  Carolina. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  '^An  act  to  amend 
the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  and 
that  the  Clerk  do  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate 
to  ask  their  concurrence  therein. 


Monday,  April  19. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  memorials  from  sundry 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  the 
benefits  of  the  law  of  the  18th  ot  March,  1818, 
may  be  extended,  without  distinction,  to  all  the 
Rewjlviionary  few  who  faithfully  served  their  coun- 
try in  the  Revolutionary  war. — Laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  presented  a  i>etilioa 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey,  praying  for 
the  aid  of  Government,  in  improving  and  render- 
ing safe  the  harbor  of  Newcastle,  Delaware. — Re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Kent  laid  before  the  House  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Marvland,  incorporat- 
ing the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Cfanal  Company — 
Referred  to  the  select  committee,  appointed  on  the 
5th  of  December  last,  on  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  as  relates  to  a  conneiion  of  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio,  by  means  of  a 
canal. 

Mr  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  H ewes,''  repotted  the  same  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  masters  of 
vessels,  in  certain  cases,  to  clear  out  either  at  the 
custom-house  of  Petersburg,  or  that  of  Richmond; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  concerning  (he  allow- 
ance of  pensions  upon  a  relinquishment  of  bounty 
lands  \  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M  allabt^  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  the  citv  of  Troy,  in  tt^e 
State  ot  New  York,  as  a  port  ol  delivery. 

Mr.  Moors,  of  Alabama,  laid  the  following  re- 
solution on  the  table  for  consideration  to-morrow, 
viz : 

Resolvedt  That  the  SscreUiy  of  War  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  this  Houss  such  information  as  may 
bo  in  the  possession  of  the  department,  connected  with 
the  circumstences  under  which  it  is  alleged  an  error 
was  committed  in  the  location  of  640  acres  of  land,  r^ 
served  to  Georgs  Hsrlin,  by  the  8d  article  of  the  treaty 
made  with  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  on  the 
27th  of  February,  181 9,  with  such  explanatory  remarks 
as  may  be  justifiable  from  all  the  droumstenoes  of  the 
ease ;  in  lafiBranoe  to  the  anpposed  difiereBce  in  the 
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▼Aloe  of  the  t— ervation  m  grtnted  by  the  nid  3d  ar- 
tide  of  the  treaty,  aad  that  which  it  is  alleged  was 
designed  to  he  obtained  by  it. 

Mr.  Longfellow  laid  the  following  resolution 
'on  the  table  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz: 

Resohaif  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  Hoase  the  cor- 
respondence between  this  Government  and  France, 
relating  to  spoliations  committed  on  American  com- 
merce  between  the  years  1793,  and  1600;  and  also^ 
relating  to  the  claims  of  France  upon  this  Government, 
for  not  complying  with  the  treaties  of  alliance  and 
commerce  of  February  6,  1778. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

1st.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  ware- 
house at  the  former  quarantine  ground,  near  the 
English  Turn,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  for 
the  erection  oi  a  dwelling-house  at  the  Balize,  in 
the  said  State,  for  the  use  of  the  boarding  officer 
at  that  place,  and  for  other  purposes ; 

2d.  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  of  Con* 
^ress,  passed  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1812,  en- 
titled "An  act  making  further  provision  for  settling 
the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;" 

3d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckle 
of  Philadelphia ; 

4tb.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Shields; 

5th.  An  act  for  enclosing  the  burial  ground  of 
Christ  Church,  Washington  Parish ;  were  sever- 
ally read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred— 
the  1st,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ; 
the  2d,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands; 
the  3d.  to  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means ; 
the  4th,  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  the  5tb, 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

ADDRESS  OF  MNIAN  EDWARDS. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  an 
address  of  Ninian  Edwards,  late  a  Senator  of  the 
United  Sutes,  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  com- 
plaining that  injustice  has  been  done  him  in  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accom- 
panying the  correspondence  between  the  Treasury 
Department  and  the  banks  in  the  diflferent  Sutes, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  deposites  of  public  money 
in  said  banks ;  exculpating  himself,  and  also,  pre- 
ferring certain  charges  against  the  said  Secretary. 
The  address  is  as  follows : 

WauLiire,  Va.,  April  6, 1834. 

8ia :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  to  present  the 
address  herewith  transmitted,  with  its  aocoropanying 
notes  and  documents,  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

MNIAN  EDWARDS. 
Hon.  HsHBT  Clat, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps. 

To  the  hmoTobU  ike  House  of  Representaiives  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  : 

As  certain  proceedings  at  the  last  session  of  Con* 
gress,  under  the  authority  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, and  a  recent  report  to  your  honorable  body,  by 
the  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  SecreUry  of  the  Treas- 
ury, seem  to  have  been  intended,  and  are  caJeuIated, 
to  cast  upon  me  imputations  injurious  to  my  charac* 
ter,  which  I  know  to  be  unjust,  and  whic^  1  think,  I 


can  demonstrate  to  be  so,  I  tmsC  no  apology  ein  be 
necessary  for  my  requesting  leave  to  present  ny  Tin- 
dication  against  those  imputations,  i&rectly  to  ynr 
honorable  body ;  in  order  diat  it  may  be  conveyed  to 
the  nation  through  the  same  ehannd  by  whkh  I  hive 
been  assailed. 

This  is  a  right  vrfaieh,  under  similar  dreanstaneei, 
I  should  suppose,  ought  not  to  be  dented  to  the  hue- 
blest  individual  in  the  Union.  In  this  ease,  it  {•  dot 
to  the  nation  itself,  in  consideration  of  the  stslion  1 
lately  held,  and  that  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
hold ;  and,  owing  to  the  peculiar  ctreumstaaees  of  my 
case,  it  is  emphatically  demanded,  on  my  aceoaat,  by 
every  principle  of  honor,  and  every  regnd  to  jostioe. 
Nor  is  it  unprseedented  in  either  House  of  CoBfreie, 
in  eases  which  certainly  had  no  greater  claim  to  meh 
indulgence. 

It  vrill  be  seen  that  I  was  called  upon  by  t  comiiit* 
tee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  last  fssrioD, 
as  a  witness  to  testily  before  h;  that  I  was  saljoeied 
to  aa  examination,  which  has  not  its  parailsl  in  the 
records  of  any  free  country ;  and  that,  after  the  Itpee 
of  about  twelve  months,  and  just  as  I  was  on  the  eve 
of  ny  departure  for  a  foreign  country,  an  sXtamj^ 
has  been  made  to  impeach  my  credibii^,  on  groandi 
which  must  have  been,  at  Jd  tinea  since  my  toii- 
mony  was  given,  within  the  oomaand  of  the  hos* 
orable  gentleman  by  whom  they  have  been  so  s^tsf 
tundy  alleged. 

To  refuse  to  permit  me  to  repel  such  an  atttck,  is 
ths  manner  proposed,  would  he  to  overtluow  the  king- 
est  established  precedents,  and  to  establish  in  their 
place  the  odious,  oppressive,  unjust,  and  indefeniible 
principle  of  allowing  the  credibility  of  a  witneei  to  be 
impeached,  and  yet  denying  to  him  the  right  to  lap- 
port  it  before  the  tribunal  under  whoee  authoritj  he 
had  been  called  on  to  testify. 

But,  independent  of  all  consideFatioiis,  in  regsrd  to 
myseli^  personally,  I  humbly  conceive  that  your  boo* 
orable  body  might  well  desire  lo  roeeive  my  vindiet- 
tion,  and  every  corroboration  which  I  can  give  to  my 
testimony,  on  your  own  account,  in  order  to  eosbJe 
you  the  more  clearly  to  aacertaia  the  truth  o(  and  the 
more  satisfaetorily  and  correctly  to  dedde  upon,  itstt- 
monts  now  before  you,  and  not  yet  acted  oa. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  canting  about  an  **  A.  B. 
plot,"  the  ingenious  aitompta  that  have  been  mtde, 
and  the  stratagems  that  have  been  adopted,  by  certtis 
Dowspaper  editors  and  others,  to  miaiead  and  deceive 
the  public  mind  into  a  belief  that  the  committees,  ip 
pointed  at  the  last  session  on  that  subject,  had  thoi^ 
oughly  investigated  all  the  statements  made  by  a  writer 
under  the  signature  of  A.  B.  in  regard  to  certain  eop- 
pressed  documents ;  and  that  Mr.  Crawford  hod  been 
**  triumphantly  acquitted,"  in  relatioo  to  the  whole  of 
them ;  I  assert,  without  the  foar  of  contradicttoo,  thtt 
it  is  known  to  your  honorable  body  that  neither  of 
those  committees  extended  their  investigationi  ipte 
those  statements,  beyond  about  four  paragraphs,  which 
were  mere  bagatelles  in  comparison  with  other  lettcie 
and  mattera  that  were  ezpreasly  charged,  and  iacoB* 
testably  proved,  by  the  documents  furnished  bj  Mi- 
Crawford  himself,  to  have  been  withheld,  cootnr;  to 
the  resolutions  of  the  House  which  required  thoir 
production. 

These  important  statements,  and  the  matten  end 
things  contained  in  my  testimony,  have  neither  been 
inveetigated  by  any  committee,  nor  acted  on  by  the 
House ;  and  if  my  testtmooj  bad  heen,  it  is  now  le* 
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Tived  by  Mr.  Grmwford  bimseir;  ami,  inrtly,  if  it  b« 
compatent  to  him  to  attack  it,  it  caaoot  be  fair  or  joat 
to  withhold  from  mo  the  eqiUi  right  of  defendiog  aod 
fuppoiting  it. 

By  referriog  to  the  reaolotion  of  tho  Hooae,  (note 
],)  under  which  the  aecond  committee  of  investigation 
waa  appointed,  end  to  my  eiamination  by  that  com- 
mittee, (3,)  it  will  be  aeea  that  the  latter  fully  merita 
the  character  I  have  given  to  it ;  that  it  waa  wholly 
oaauthoriied  by  any  powera  delegated  to  the  commit- 
tee; and  thftt  it  evinced  a  far  greater  diaposition  to 
in  plicate  me  in  aome  kind  of  censure,  in  regard  to 
the  public  depoeitM  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardaville,  than 
to  inveetigata  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Crawford,  or  to  in- 
qrnn  into  thoae  aobjecta  for  which  the  committee  had 
been  profeeeedly  oppointed.  Whatever  may  be  thought 
by  thoae  who  may  be  at  the  trouble  to  examine  the 
lilt  of  interfoyatoriee  that  were  put  to  me,  aa  to  the 
•onree  from  whence  they  originated,  none  can  read 
tome  of  the  foUowing  atatementa  and  documenta,  with- 
out being  eonvinced,  that  a  very  small  portion  of  can- 
dor would  have  rendered  n  part,  at  leaat,  of  thoae  in- 
terrogatociee  nnneoeeaaiy  and  uaeleaa,  even  in  the 
opinion  of  Um  committee  itaelf,  (3.) 

Whatever  naay  have  been  my  egency  in  procuring 
the  Bank  of  SUwaidaville  to  be  made  a  depoaitory  of 
public  monoy,  it  had  nothing  to  do  in  originating  the 
great  ayatem  adopted  by  Mr.  Crawford,  of  employing 
the  local  bank*,  and  in  several  instanoee,  in  direct  vi- 
olation of  law,  by  allowing  them  a  permanent  depoe- 
ile  of  nine  haodred  thoneand  dollaia,  equal  to  a  aalary 
of  $64,000  per  annum,  Ibr  receiving  and  tranamitting 
the  public  money,  which  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  waa  bound  to  do  without  compenaation,  and 
would  have  done,  without  thoee  immenae  losaee  to  the 
public,  which  nnat  inevitably  reenlt  from  the  adop- 
tion of  a  plan  ao  contrary  to  the  letter  and  apirit  of 
the  bank  charter ;  and  to  the  avowed  intentions  and 
objects  of  Congreea  in  granting  it. 

The  efCect  of  my  application  to  have  the  Bank  of 
BdvardsviUe  made  a  depository  of  public  money,  waa 
merely  to  have  depositee  made  there,  that  otherwise 
would  have  been  made  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  which 
prsvioosly  had  been  authorized  to  receive  the  public 
mooeya,  colloded  by  the  two  Receivere  in  Illinois, 
who  alone  were  directed  to  make  their  depositee  in 
the  Bank  of  Bdwardaville.  My  agency  in  thie  trana^ 
actioo,  therefore,  did  not  prevent  the  depoeiting  of  a 
eeol  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  your  hon- 
orable body  may  well  judge,  whether  the  public  inter- 
est could  have  been  much  jeopardised,  by  the  change 
I  reeommendedy  from  the  following  atatement,  extract- 
ed from  the  docvments  preeented  to  yon  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford. 

The  Bank  of  Mlaeouri  had  a  capiul  of  9210,000,  of 
which,  the  etoekbolders  drew  out  of  it,  on  pledges  of 
stock,  $186,386,  leaving  only  |33,666  for  the  fiirther 
accommodation  of  themselves  and  othere.  Upon  this 
lut  sum,  ite  real  banking  capital,  it  diecounted  and 
ptid  on  over  drafU,  to  the  amount  of  $244,846  68. 
The  whole  amount  of  its  discounts,  including  pay- 
ttcnU  on  ever  drafW,  was  #430,680  43;  of  which 
ram,  iu  directora  alone  were  responsible  for  $297,492 
13,  if;  ee  ie  preeumed  to  be  the  caee,  they  are  charge- 
tbte  with  over  drafts,  to  the  amount  of  $11,622  27. 

To  Ihia  bank,  Mr.  Crawford  allowed  a  permanent 
dcpeeite  of  $160,000,  equal  to  a  salary  of  $9,000  per 
aaomm.  He  permitted  the  public  money  to  accumu- 
late in  it,  to  the  amount  of  $726,031  90,  in  the  course 
cf  nineteen  eoceessive  monthe,  eadiag  with  Uie  lit  of 
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September,  1819,  without  exacting  thoee  precaution- 
ary retuma  and  statements,  which  he  himaelf  consid- 
ered essential  to  insure  the  fidelity  of  all  the  banks 
appointed  to  receive  the  public  money ;  aod,  evento- 
ally,  he  received  from  it,  m  part  payment  of  its  debts, 
contrary  to  the  positive  injunctions  of  the  reeolution 
of  Congress,  of  1816,  a  large  amount  of  uncurrent 
notes,  some  of  which  were  not  worth  twenty-five  cents 
in  the  dollar. 

Much  as  he  has  mystified  this  subject,  in  eeveral  of 
bia  reports,  and  particularly  in  that  one  which  is  part 
of  document  106,  (in  the  8th  volume  State  Papers,  2d 
session  17ih  Congress,}  in  which  he  blends  a  depoeite 
in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  of  $64,613  68,  with  **  tks 
special  depoaitee  which  passed  through  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Statee,''  it  cannot  excoee,  or  even  suceess- 
fully  disguise,  the  flagrant  impropriety  of  hie  having 
received,  at  par,  the  uncurrent  notes  above  referred 
to ;  for,  by  the  very  document  laat  mentioned,  it  ap- 
pears that  thia  depoeite  had  been  "  re-transferred  to 
the  Bank  of  Missouri,  and  assumed  as  cosA,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1819,"  which  waa  previous  to  the  receipt  of 
those  notes.  His  own  letter  to  the  Caahier  of  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  dated  23d  March,  1819,  and  the 
Cashier's  answer,  dated  26th  of  June,  1819,  (4  and 
6)  clearly  show,  that  no  justification  for  receiving  un- 
current paper  can  be  derived  from  that  circumatance. 
Becanae,  he  received  uncurrent  notee  that  were  no/, 
and  could  noi^  have  been  included  in  that  depoeite ; 
for,  not  to  mention  other  caaee,  the  notee  which  he 
received  on  the  '*  Bank  of  Ueorgetown,  Kentucky," 
were  not,  at  that  time,  even  receivable  in  the  land 
officee.  Nor  waa  there  ever  any  contract  between  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statce,  or  the  Treaaury  Depart^ 
ment,  with  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  from  which  the 
latter  oould  derive  any  right  to  tender,  or  be  any  jua- 
tification  for  receiving,  thoee  uncurrent  notes* 

But,  had  it  been  other wiee,  it  would  not  be  less 
difficult  to  justify  the  placing  of  this  bank  upon  a  foot- 
ing so  difierent  from  that  of  all  other  similar  depoei- 
toriea  of  publio  money. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  it  would  seem  in- 
credible, that  any  injury  to  the  public  could  have  re- 
sulted from  the  change  of  depoeite,  for  which  I  applied ; 
and  the  attempt  to  subject  me  to  censure,  for  the 
small  participation  which  I  have  bad  in  thia  buainesa, 
ought  to  be  considered  aa  a  plain  acknowledgment  of 
the  aarful  weight  of  responsibility  that  rests  upon  him, 
whose  eepecial  duty  it  was,  to  take  care  of  the  public 
money. 

My  responsibility,  however,  did  not  long  continue  ; 
for,  finding  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  on  my  return 
from  Congreee,  aeon  afier  it  had  been  authoriied  to 
receive  the  public  money,  involved  in  eome  diffieQlliee» 
I  determined  to  sustain  it  against  the  danger  that 
then  threatened  it,  and,  afler  seeing  it  in  a  aafe  aitua- 
tion,  to  relieve  myeelf  from  all  kind  of  responsibility 
for  thst,  or  any  other  bank.  Accordingly,  in  the  same 
year,  I  made  a  publication  in  acTeral  new8papera,and 
in  two  dififerent  Statet,  of  my  determination  to  be  held 
no  longer  reeponaible  for  that,  or  any  other  bank. 
Thia  publication  can  be-eetablished  by  a  part,  if  not 
the  whole,  of  the  respective  delegationa,  now  in  Con- 
gress from  the  Statea  of  Ulinoia  and  Miasouri.  It  waa 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Crawford,  and  I  have  no  apprehen- 
aion  that  he  will  ever  deny  having  received  it. 

He  had,  also,  been  put  upon  inquiry,  in  regard  to 
the  Bank  of  Bdwardaville,  by  a  bitter  philippic,  in  am- 
ple detail,  against  it,  which  he  received  from  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Benton,  of  the  Senate.    Thia  was  shown  to  Cok 
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Jobmon  and  myielft  and  t  copy  of  it  wm  trmnimitted 
to  the  bank,  when  I  suppoM  it  now  rennhw. 

He  wae  folly  apprized  of  those  very  difllcnities  of 
the  bank,  which  produced  my  determination  to  retire 
from  it«  They  were  commnnicated  in  letten  from 
myaelf  to  Colonel  Johnson,  which  were  intended  to 
be,  and  were,  forwarded  to  Mr.  Crawford.  The  re- 
eeipt  of  two  of  them  if  aeknowiedged  by  his  letter  to 
Colonel  Johnson,  of  15th  July,  1819,  in  which  he 
says,  '*  Yours  of  the  28th  ultimo  came  to  hand  this 
morning.  The  circamstances  connected  with  the  Bank 
of  EdwardsTille,  as  developed  in  the  two  letters  of 
Governor  Edwards,  submitted  1^  you  to  my  perusal, 
will  receive  due  consideration."  In  the  same  letter, 
he  says,  "  With  Governor  Edwards  I  had  no  personal 
aoqnaintanee,  before  the  last  Winter.  The  opinion 
wl^eh  I  had  formed  <^  his  talents  and  integrity,  from 
the  official  correspondence  which  had  been  carrried  on 
between  us,  both  in  the  War  and  Treasury  Depart* 
ment,  has  been  confirmed  by  personal  acquaintance. 

«  The  diilerent  subjects  upon  which  he  had  occasion 
to  ask  my  opinion  or  decision,  during  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  were  fairiy  and  candidly  stated ;  his 
eomments  upon  them  were  judicious,  and  it  aflRwded 
me  great  pleasure  to  be  able,  after  due  eismination 
and  reflection,  generally  to  ooincidewith  him/'  The 
session  here  spoken  of  is  the  one  in  which  I  made  the 
•pplieation  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville. 

Had  Mr.  Crawford  been  as  much  diaposed  to  profit 
by  the  impressive  lessons  of  experience,  which  he  was 
constantly  receiving,  as  I  was  by  those  of  a  few  months 
only,  it  might  have  prevented  a  vast  accomutation  of 
**  unavailable  funds,"  and  have  enabled  him,  much 
earlier,  to  have  secured  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  **  in  their  just  extent,  the  advantages  intended 
to  be  secured  to  it  by  the  charter,"  which  he  fairly 
promised  to  Congress,  in  his  report  of  the  l(Hh  De- 
cember, 1817,  [6]  and  the  necessity  for  which  he 
seems  to  have  been  duly  sensible  of,  in  another  report, 
(6  vol.  SUte  Papers,  Sd  session  17th  Congress,  p.  77,) 
in  which  be  says,  **  In  the  Winter  and  Spring  of  1819, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  enlightened  officer  who  presided  over  its  direction, 
in  a  great  degree  indebted  for  the  preservation  of  its 
credit  to  the  forbearance  of  its  creditors,  and  to  the 
support  which  it  received  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. Such  were  my  impressions  of  Ua  eritieai  etaie, 
that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  accept  propositions  made  by 
the  Board  of  Direetorp,  which,  under  ether  circum- 
stances, would  have  been  declined."  It  is  wonder- 
ful, therefore,  that,  with  these  impressions,  he  should 
have  thought  it  consistent  with  his  duty  to  have  ex- 
tended such  favors  as  have  been  noticed  to  a  sfaigle 
local  bank ;  much  lees  to  the  multitude  that  shared  his 
patronage,  and  could  not  have  existed  without  it. 

It  would  be  just  as  lair  and  candid  to  implicate  me 
in  the  unjustifiable  indnlgenee  that  has  been  extended 
to  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  since  its  ihiluie,  as  to 
endeavor  to  involve  me  in  any  kind  of  censure  for  its 
continuance  as  a  depository  of  puMic  money  after  the 
Fall  of  1819.  At  the  time  ef  iu  failure,  its  reeoorcee 
were,  I  am  well  satisfied^  more  than  amply  sufficient 
to  have  secured  its  debt  to  the  Government.  But, 
every  man  of  common  experience  and  observatioo 
knows,  that  the  resources  of  all  banks,  in  iu  situation, 
must  necessarily  become  mere  and  more  impaired, 
and  are  more  liable  to  be  misapplied.  Yet,  strange 
und  incredible  as  it  may  appear,  I  have  never  hea^, 
nor  do  I  believe,  though  I  reside  in  the  same  village 
in  which  the  bank  is  located,  that  Mr.  Crawford  has 


collected  one  cent  from  it ;  or  made  any  adjastmeat 
with  it ;  or  resorted  to  any  measure  to  coerce  the  pay* 
ment  of  its  debt  He,  who  could  find  mottvei  ibr  n 
indulgence  so  extraordinary,  and  at  the  same  ^9  to 
inconsistent  with,  and  detrimental  to,  the  public  in- 
terest, could  not  have  required  either  my  reeoamsodt-  I 
tion  or  eanction  for  contiDuing  this  bank  a  depMitory 
cKf  the  public  money  after  the  Pali^if  1819. 

I  come  now  to  the  report  that  contains  the  dsxtresi 
insniuation  agutnst  my  crsdibilit?.  So  much  of  it  ai 
relates  to  this  subject  is  in  the  following  words,  vii: 
**  The  honorable  Mr.  Edwards,  Iste  a  Senator  frou 
Illinois,  having  stated,  on  his  OKaminatien  befiue  i 
committee  of  the  House,  on  the  18th  of  Fobrauy, 
18S3,  that  the  late  Recetver  ef  PuUic  Moneji  at  U- 
wardaville  hud,  on  his  advice,  and  in  his  preaenee, 
writtsn  a  letter  to  the  Secretary,  enclosing  t  oopy  of 
the  publication  which  Mr.  Edwards  reprassata  hinueif 
to  have  made  eome  time  in  the  year  1819,anoooadBg 
his  intention  of  retiring  from  the  direetorsbip  of  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsville,  and  that  he  had  adviNd  the 
Receiver  to  withhold  his  depositee  from  the  bank  anal 
he  could  receive  fhxtber  onters  from  the  Sscrtttry; 
and  that  the  Receiver  afterwanis  isfiwmed  hin  thai  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  the  Seeretaiy,  dirediDf  fain 
to  continue  the  depoeitea :  The  Secretaty  dsesM  ti 
^per  to  state,  that  no  such  letter  from  the  Reeeiw 
$8  to  be  found  on  the  fike  of  the  Departaeet;  dnt 
the  officers  empbyed  in  it  have  ne  lecoHection  of  tht 
receipt  of  such  a  letter;  and  that,  on  an  examioalioo 
of  the  recorde  of  the  Department,  it  appears  that  so 
answer  to  any  such  letter,  dirsetiog  the  Receiver  u 
continue  the  depeettes,  was  ever  written  to  him  by  ihe 
Secretary  of  the  Treaanry.*' 

This  statement  bean  intrineic  «videace  that  it  w 
intended  to  deprive  me  of  the  benefit  of  my  joftifica- 
tion — not  voluntarily  made,  but  drawn  frsa  me  by  the 
committee,  ia  fsgard  to  the  Bank  of  BdwardavHia ; 
and  to  subject  me  to  the  odious  euspieien  of  havisg 
sworn  lalsely.  Were  there  any  doubt  on  this  anb- 
jeet,  it  would  be  removed  by  the  conduct  of  a  distin- 
guished individual,  whom  it  might  not  be  raapoetM 
to  name  in  this  communication^  and  who,  since  I  left 
the  oity«  has  not  thought  it  beneath  his  dignity  to  go 
about  sxhikiting  the  report,  and  expressing  his  opioia« 
that  it  **filaced  me  in  a  dilemma."  He  may  yci  fisil 
It  more  difficult  for  his  patron  to  get  rid  of  oos,  of  in- 
finitely deeper  interest. 

Behoving,  as  I  call  upon  my  God  to  witoeaa  I  aio- 
cerdy  and  confidently  do,  that  Mr.  Cmwfoid  did  re- 
ceive the  letter  mentioned  in  the  above  report,  ui 
that  it  is  now  iu  his  possession,  or  has  been  parposdj 
destroyed*  I  can  but  regard  this  attack  upon  my  repn- 
tation  as  unparalleled  by  any  thing  I  have  evei  eit- 
nesMod  or  heacd  of,  as  emanating  irom  ao  respeetaWei 
eource,  except  certain  manmuvrea  mad  stratagona  lo 
hx  upon  a  much  more  distinguished  iadividusl  of  tbi« 
nation  the  disgraceful  ohargee  of  a  guilty  participt- 
tion  in  horse-etealingi  nnd  the  paaaing  of  cooatericit 
moneyi  which  I  have  somewhere  met  with  in  thi 
course  of  my  reading,  Malicione  inainttatioa  ia  the 
resort  of  a  timid  mind.  Wilful  nuerefireseatstioa  de- 
notes a  wicked  one. 

In  regard  to  the  iime  which  has  been  selsdad  for 
making  this  attack  upon  me,  it  very  much  rsoeable« 
the  managemeni  which  Mr.  Crawford  resortsd  to,  at 
the  last  session  of  Congrees,  to  deleat  a  certain  appli* 
cant  for  a  land  office  appointment.  Thin  geatiMino 
had  been  before  the  Preeident  for  many  weeks.  H< 
was  supported  by  gentlemen  of  the  first  le^pectabilityi 


24a7 


HISTORY  OF  CONOBE88. 


2488 


ApRrL,  1824. 


AMn9S  of  NMmn  Echtardg. 


H.  OP  R. 


and  of  dSflbrent  partiM,  in  the  Butes  of  Illinow,  Mis- 
«oori,  and  Tennessee.  No  objections  to  him  were 
anticipated  bj  himself  or  his  friends.  And  none  was 
made  till  the  President  was  about  to  transmit  his 
Domination  to  the  Benate.  TAen,  when  a  nomination 
coaM  no  longer  be  kept  back,  bj  any  contrivance 
whatever,  and  not  till  ihen^  did  Mr.  Crawford  eihibit 
hij  objections.  The  gentleman's  residence  was  too 
remote,  and  the  session  of  Congress  too  far  spent,  to 
admit  of  any  defence  or  explanation  from  him ;  and 
thus  he  lost  the  appointment.  As  this  case  is  strongly 
marked  hy  certain  characteristicol  traits,  which  tend 
to  illustrate  the  objects  and  design  of  this  welMimed 
attack  upon  me,  I  refer,  for  a  fbrther  explanation  of 
it,  to  my  letter  to  Mr.  Crawford  on  the  sttbjeet.[7] 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  week  previous  to  my  de- 
ptrtnre  from  the  dty,  on  calling  to  take  my  leave  of 
the  President,  I  met  with  Mr.  Dickins,  to  whom,  in  a 
sbort  convereation  with  him,  I  communicated  my  in* 
tentien  of  leaving  the  city  on  the  Stinday  following, 
(one  day  before  the  date  of  Mr.  Srawford'a  communi- 
cation,) and,  hot  for  an  accidental  engagement  of  the 
Secretary  of  Bute,  whrch  prevented  his  signing  a 

?iper  that  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  carry  to  the 
ressnry  Department,  till  after  the  hours  of  business 
io  that  Department  had  elapsed,  I  should  have  depart- 
ed from  the  city  before  Mr.  Crawford's  communication 
was  made ;  and  probably  should  not  even  have  heard 
of  it  tiD  after  I  had  left  the  United  States. 

But,  independently  of  what  I  stated  to  Mr.  Dickins, 
my  intended  departure  was  strongly  indicated  by  the 
bttstness  I  was  engaged  in  transacting  in  the  public 
offices.  It  was  generally  known ;  and,  if  it  hiui  not 
been,  it  was  very  naturally  to  have  been  expected. 

Deprived  of  all  opportunity  of  defence,  a  victory  over 
me  might,  indeed,  have  been  easy ;  but,  surely,  the 
triumph  woald  have  been  most  ignoble. 

By  way  of  availing  myself  of  further  eharacteristical 
truto,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  an  inspection  of  the 
public  documents  is  suflScient  to  show  that,  in  repeat* 
ed  instancea,  Mr.  Crawford's  replies  to  calls  upon  him 
by  the  Honae  for  information,  dec,  have  been  so  tardy 
and  protracled,  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  investi- 
gttingthem  during  the  sessions  in  whidi  the  calls 
were^  made ;  and  to  require  a  great  degree  of  charity—- 
pcmbly  however,  not  more  than  is  justly  due— to  re* 
tiflt  the  belief  that  he  has  been  as  much  disposed  to 
svade  as  to  invite  a  scrutiny  into  his  conduct. 

Even  the  correspondence  which  accompanied  the 
nport  in  qaestion,  though  required  by  a  resolution 
of  the  8th  May,  1822,  to  be  laid  before  the  House  as 
etriy  IS  prmeticable,  after  the  commencement  of  the 
then  next  soceeeding  session,  has  been  delayed  Co  so 
hte  a  period  of  the  present  session  as  to  render  an 
investigation  of  it,  before  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber next,  impossible. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  circumstances,  it  may  be 
that  Mr.  Cnwford  did  not  intend  to  take  an  undue  ad* 
vtDtage  of  my  abeence.  He  must  well  know  with  what 
indignant  condemnation  such  an  attempt  would  be 
denounced  by  every  magnanimous  and  generous  bo- 
som. What  surprises  me  most  is,  that  a  just  appre- 
hension of  so  degrading  a  suspicion  had  not  induced 
him  to  have  exhibited  his  insinuation  a  little  sooner, 
or  to  have  declined  it  altogether.  Bui,  whatever  may 
hivs  been  his  intentions,  I  could  not  have  been  more 
disadvantageottsly  afiected  by  any  contrivance  or  strat* 
tgem  that  he  could  have  adopted,  to  deprive  me  of  a 
fair  opportunity  of  defence. 
Bcanely  convalescent  from  a  long  indisposition,  ex- 


hausted with  the  fottgne  of  travelling,  and  recratred  to 

Froceed  on  my  journey  with  all  convenient  despatch, 
must  leave  him  unanswered,  or  content  myself  with 
such  a  defence  as,  with  aH  these  disadvantages,  a  very 
short  time  of  necessary  delay  on  my  journey  may  en- 
able me  hastily  to  present.  But,  what  I  regard  with 
the  most  concern  is,  that  writing,  as  I  must  do,  with- 
out having  it  in  my  power  to  refer  to,  and  re-examine, 
certain  documents,  1  shall  not  be  able  to  avail  myself 
of  some  important  cireumstanoes  which  they  would 
establish,  and  may  be  betrayed  into  some  slight  inac- 
curecies,  to  which  all  men  are  liable  who  have  to 
trnst  to  memory  alone.  I  promise,  however,  to  be 
more  accurate  than  Mr.  Crawford  has  been,  in  cases 
in  which  he  had  before  him  every  means  of  being 
entirely  ao.  ' 

Having  endeavored  to  establish  my  right  to  make 
my  defence  before  your  honorable  body,  and  taking 
it  for  granted  that  a  request  so  reasonable,  under  all 
the  circnmstances  thht  have  been  mentioned,  will  not 
be  denied  me,  I  preeume  I  shall  be  indulged  in  every 
legitimete  right  of  defence  that  belongs  to  my  ease. 

Among  these,  it  will  scarcely  be  dented  that  I  have 
a  right — 

1st.  To  corroborate  my  own  testimony. 

Sdly.  To  show,  by  mny  metns  in  my  power,  that 
the  statements  made  against  me  are  inconclusive ; 
and,  particularly,  to  avail  myself  of  any  cirenmstance 
that  is  presented  by  the  documents  in  the  case  in 
which  I  was  called  on  to  testify,  for  the  puipose  of  in- 
validating those  statements.    And, 

3dly.  Directly  to  impeach  the  credibility  of  thosei 
who  have  assailed  mine. 

The  latter  I  shall  probably  waive ;  for,  though  I 
have,  at  all  times,  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  animadvert 
upon  Mr.  Crawford's  official  conduct,  and  to  defend 
my  own,  both  of  which  he  has  found  me  prompt  to  do, 
in  cases  that  never  yet  have  met  the  public  eye,  I  never 
have  intentionally  treated  him  with  the  slightest  inde- 
corum, or  a  want  of  that  respect  that  is  due  to  his 
station.  (8.)  Respect  for  your  honorable  body  wooJd, 
of  itself,  be  sufficient  to  induce  me  to  abstain  from 
the  language  of  passion,  or  abusive  vituperation,  be- 
fore you.  Reepect  for  myself  would  prevent  me  from 
it  anywhere  else.  I  cheerfully  leave  that  resource  to 
bulHee,  political  toob,  mercenary  hirelings,  and  those 
who,  conscious  of  their  inability  to  defend  their  own 
conduct,  can  find  no  better  means  of  diverting  public 
attention  from  themselves  to  others.  I  riiall,  never- 
theless, freely  urge,  and  insist  on,  such  fects  as  I  know 
to  be  true,  disclaiming,  however,  any  other  construc- 
tion of  them  than  the  most  innocent  of  which  they 
are  snsceptible.  If  I  shall  point  out  palpable  omis- 
sions and  violations  of  duty,  or  show  that  letters, 
whidi  ought  to  have  been  communicated  to  the  House, 
have  been  suppressed,  and  that  various  misstatementa 
have  been  officially  made,  I  shall  attribute  them  to 
nothing  more  than  foit^tfulness,  inattention,  inad- 
vertence, or  some  erruaeous,  but  innocent  views  of 
the  subject 

This  will  be  sufficient  to  show  that  the  negative 
statements  of  Mr.  Crawford,  and  '*  the  officera  em- 
ployed in  the  Treasury  Department,"  ought  not  to 
prevail  against  my  positive  statement  on  oath.  If 
othera  should  suppose  this  forbearance  on  my  part  a 
little  too  fastidious,  and  that  the  eases  which  I  shall 
exhibit  are  evincive  of  intentions  less  innocent,  let  it 
be  remembered  that  their  views  of  the  subject  would 
unquestionably  render  the  case  the  stronger  in  my 
fevor. 
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With  theM  preliminaiy  reuurka,  I  proceed  to  my 
defence  «geiast  this  mel  apropos  statement  of  Mr. 
Crawford. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  I  was  not  a  volunteer  to 
giving  my  testimony  before  the  committee,  and  I  can 
conceive  of  no  motive  which  oeuld  be  supposed,  by 
any  but  a  most  depraved  mind,  misled  by  its  own 
wicked  operations,  to  have  influenced  me  to  make  an 
uncandid  statement.  As  to  my  responsibility,  in  con- 
sequence of  having  applied  to  Mr.  Urawford  to  cause 
certain  depositee  to  be  made  in  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
TiUe,  in  preference  to  that  of  Missouri,  surely  I  have 
ahown  that  enough  was  known  about  the  Utter  bank, 
at  the  time  my  testimony  was  given,  to  have  freed 
me  from  all  apprehensions  in  regard  to  any  responsi- 
bility that  I  had  imposed  upon  myself,  even  if  I  had 
sot  withdrawn,  as  already  stated,  from  the  "  Direc- 
torship" of  the  former.  But,  Mr.  Crawford  does  not 
deny  that  he  received  my  publication,  and  even  if  he 
had  not  received  it,  it  having  been  made  in  two 
difierent  States,  and  he  having  been,  as  I  have 
ahown,  put  upon  inquiry  in  regard  to  that  bank,  and 
informed  of  the  difficulties  it  had  had  to  encounter,  I 
certainly  might  rely  upon  the  notoriety  of  my  acts,  in 
this  respect,  with  a  much  better  grace  than  he  relies 
upon  a  aupposed  notoriety  of  his  repeated  but  unpub- 
lished omissions,  to  comply  with  the  most  positive 
legal  injunctions  as  an  excuse  for  those  omifsiona, 
which  he  does  in  his  letter  of  the  24th  February,  1S23, 
to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  investigation : 
and  in  which  he  also  seems,  almost,  to  insist  that  his 
violation  of  his  duty  was  equivalent  to  a  fulfilment 
of  it. 

It  could  have  been  no  object  with  me  to  have  eetab- 
lished  an  additional  suppression  upon  him  ;  for,  if 
time  do  not  fail  me,  it  will  be  seen,  before  I  am  done 
vvith  this  subject,  that  I  had  in  my  possession  proof, 
whose  credibility  could  not  be  questioned,  of  his  hav- 
ing suppressed,  in  a  variety  of  other  instances,  letters 
enough,  of  a  much  more  important  character  and  deli- 
cate bearing,  for  any  purpoae  that  the  utmost  malig- 
nity could  have  contemplated,  as  possible  to  be  ef- 
fected by  such  means.  [9*3 

The  amount  of  my  statement  before  the  committee, 
as  well  as  I  can  now  recollect  it,  (not  having  it  in 
my  power  to  refer  it  for  examination,)  but  which  will 
be  supplied  at  Washington  is, 

I  ft.  That,  for  the  reasons  therein  mentioned,  I  made 
a  publication  of  my  intention  to  retire  from  the  '^Di- 
rectorship" of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville. 
„  2d.  That  I  advised  the  Receiver  of  Public  Money 
at  that  place,  to  withhold  his  deposites  from  the  bank, 
till  he  could  receive  further  orders  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

3d.  That  the  Receiver  did  write  to  the  Secretary 
on  the  subject,  enclosing  my  publication,  ^. 

4th.  That  the  former  afterwarda  informed  me  that 
he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  latter,  directing  him 
to  continue  the  depositee. 

Now,  it  is  not  denied,  and  dare  not  be,  that  I  did 
make  the  publication  alluded  to,  and  this  I  could  not 
have  done,  for  the  reasons  that  influenced  me,  con- 
sistently with  the  known  friendship  and  intimacy  that 
then  subai«ted  between  the  Receiver  and  myself,  with- 
out giving  him  the  advice  mentioned  in  the  second 
part  of  the  above  statement.  But  that  I  did  give  that 
advice  is  much  more  strongly  corroborated  by  the  fact 
that  the  Receiver  did  actually  withhold  the  deposites, 
and  Mr«,  Crawford  knows  it.  This  might  be  estab- 
lished by  the  monthly  returns  of  both  the  Receiver  and 


the  bank.  But  theee  are  in  the  poasessioB  of  Mr. 
Crawford.  I,  however,  felicitate  myeelf  upon  being 
able  to  sstisfy  your  honorable  body  of  the  fiict,  by  doc* 
nmente  that  have  been  furnished  by  himself  bat 
which,  thank  God,  are  now  out  of  his  power. 

By  his  report  of  the  27th  February,  1823»  (8  folsmt 
Bute  Papers,  2d  sess.  17th  Congress,  pages  31,  33, 
and  36,)  it  will  be  seen* that  the  amount  of  depoiite 
stated  to  have  been  in  the  Bank  of  EdwardiviUs,ts 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  was— 
At  the  end  of  the  2d  quarter  of  18 IB,  $45,560  68 
At  the  end  of  the  Sd  quarter  of  1819,     45,475  04 
At  the  end  of  the  4th  quarter  of  1819,    68,191  69 
The  two  first  of  these  statements  are  presumed  to 
be  correct,  or  nearly  so.    The  latter  is  entirely  otbfl^ 
wise,  as  I  will  prove  to  your  satislactioo,  if  there  ii 
any  kind  of  confidence  to  be  repoeed  in  previens  sttts- 
ments  exhibited  to  you  by   Mr.    Crawford.    Htd  it 
been  intended  to  disguise  the  fact  of  the  ReceiTer'f 
having  withheld  the  deposites,  as  above  stated,  sad  to 
give  some  ssmblanoip  of  plausibility  to  the  recent  in- 
sinuation   against  myself,  nothing  could  have  bees 
more  ingeniously,  or  more  disingenaousiy,  cootrived, 
for  these  purposes,  than  this  last  statement.    If  it  htd 
been  truly  suted  that,  instead  of  f  53,191  69,  the  reel 
amount  in  deposite,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  quarter, 
wae  $98,191  691,  the-con treat  between  this  sam  tod 
the  amount  of  the  previous  depositee,  might  have  if- 
forded  seme  corroboration  to  my  statement  before  the 
committee.    But  thie,  subsequent  evente  have  preved, 
it  was  intended  to  question.     I  will,  however,  make 
the  case  too  plain  for  doubt. 

By  the  report  last  referred  to,  it  appean  tbit  tiis 
amount  of  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  on  the  last  days  of  Jam 
and  September,  wss  a  little  upwards  of  $46,000. 

By  Mr.  Crawford's  previous  report  of  the  S7th  of 
April,  1822,  (in  which  ie  an  ingentoue  contrivance  of 
placing  December  before  November,)  at  is  shows  by 
the  bank  returns  themeelves,  that,  on  the  30th  of  No- 
vember, 1819,  the  amount  of  deposite  was  $46,475  04), 
and  that,  on  the  last  day  of  the  succeeding  oionih, 
(the  end  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  1819,)  it  wu  $98,- 
191  691,  [10]  and  not  $63,191  69,  as  subeeqaeoti/ 
reported  from  the  Treasury  Depsrtment 

From  the  correspondence  between  the  sevenl 
amounts  of  deposite  in  the  bank,  on  the  last  days  of 
June,  September,  and  November,  and  the  difliBreoce 
between  them  and  that  of  the  last  day  of  December, 
in  the  same  year,  no  one  can  doubt  that  the  Reeeivcr 
at  Edwardsville  did  actually  withhold  the  deposites  ai 
above  suggested ;  unless  it  can  be  believed  that  be 
did,  in  ono  aioglo  montht  distinguished  by  no  partial- 
Isr  circumstances,  receive  to  the  amount  of  $5S«* 
716  66,  equal  to  the  rate  of  $692^598  60  per  annoD. 
Let  us,  then,  inquire  a  little  into  the  probability  of 
his  having  written  to  Mr.  Crawford,  or,  rather,  into  tbt 
great  improbability  of  his  not  having  done  so. 

This  gentleman  united  in  himself  the  office  of  B^ 
ceiver  and  President  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsviik- 
As  Receiver,  he  had  positive  orders  to  make  his  depo- 
sites in  that  bank,  and  was  bound  to  make  moDtbly 
returna  of  his  accounts  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury.  As  President,  it  was  his  duty  to  have  mootkly 
returns  of  the  state  of  the  bank,  and  the  amooDt  of 
public  deposites  therein,  regularly  transmitted  to  tke 
Secretory.  Is  it,  then,  to  be  believed,  that  he  should 
have  withheld  the  deposites  contrary  to  hii  orden, 
without  having  given  to  Mr.  Crawford  some  reaioo, 
either  as  Receiver  or  President,  for  his  having  dooe 
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•0 1  And,  if  he  had  fatied  to  perform  ihif  dutj,  is  it 
credible  that  Mr.  Crawford  would  have  been  eo  negli- 
gent and  inattentive  to  hit  duty,  and  so  tegardleaa  of 
the  public  intereet,  aa  not  to  have  called  him  to  an 
aecoont  lor  aneh  condnet  1 

Bot,  if  further  confirmation  of  the  lettor'a  having 
been  written,  and  received  by  Mr.  Crawford,  too,  were 
wanting,  strong  preaumptione  in  favor  of  both  maybe 
derived  from  the  very  guarded  and  eharacterbtic  arti- 
fice by  which  he  would  aeem  equally  to  deny  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  letter,  and  that  any  instructtona  had  been 
given  to  the  Receiver  to  continue  to  make  the  depo- 
■itee.  Let  it  be  obaerved,  that  roj  statement,  as  quo- 
ted by  Mr.  Crawford,  is,  **  that  the  Receiver  informed 
DC  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  di- 
rectiog  him  to  continue  the  deposites."  Mr.  Craw- 
ford does  not  deny  that  auch  directions  were  given, 
but  he  says,  <*  it  appeara  that  no  answer  to  such  let- 
ter, directing  the  Receiver  to  continue  the  deposites, 
was  ever  written,"  &c  From  this  peculiar  manner 
of  denial,  I  «mn  but  infer  that,  not  being  willing,  from 
iome  cause  or  other,  to  admit  the  receipt  of  the  letter, 
Mr.  Crawford  contrived  to  give  the  directions  under 
some  other  form  or  pretext  than  that  of  a  direct  an- 
swer to  it.  Bat  that  such  directions  were  given,  I 
cannot  donbt,  though  I  have  nothing  to  rely  upon  for 
Cbts  opinion  but  the  Receiver's  word  for  the  fact  If 
Mr.  Crawford  did  not  write  to  him  spocislly  on  the 
•abject  of  bis  having  withheld  the  deposites,  it  can 
only  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for  on  the  supposition 
that  he  (Mr.  Crawford)  did,  in  some  form  or  other, 
give  such  directions  as  he  supposed  would  produce  the 
proper  corrective. 

Another  fact,  in  confirmation  of  my  statement,  is, 
tbst  one  of  the  two  Receivers  who  had  been  directed 
to  make  their  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville, 
was  ordered  to  make  his  elsewhere.  But  under  what 
pretext  I  do  nut  know,  nor  do  I  recollect  ever  to  have 
heard ;  probably,  however,  under  aome  one  equally 
calculated  to  disguise  the  real  motive,  as  the  giving 
of  directions,  without  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
the  letter  that  produced  them. 

It  will  not,  I  persuade  myself,  be  considered  a  tri- 
fling corroboration  of  my  atatement,  that  it  was  not 
made  lo  the  oonunittee  for  the  first  time ;  but  that,  in 
a  private  correspondence  between  Mr.  Crawford  and 
myself,  more  than  twelve  months  before  my  examina- 
tion by  the  committee,  I  had  asserted  the  same  fiicta 
subttantially  to  himself. 

In  my  letter  to  him  of  the  9th  February,  189S,^ 
(which  I  would  not  venture  to  refer  to  if  I  had  not  hhf 
answer  to  it,)  I  say,  '*!  beg  leave  most  respectfully 
to  aoggcst,  that  it  would  be  but  an  act  of  justice  to 
tne  to  present  ray  publication  of  1819,  in  which  I  de- 
elared  I  would  be  no  longer  responsible  for  the  bank 
[of  Edwardeville]  in  any  way  whatever.  This  publi- 
cation was  contained  in  the  8t.  Louie  Enquurer,  which 
I  believe  yon  took  at  that  time.  It  was  also  contained 
in  a  paper  which  I  forwarded  to  you  myself.  And  it 
Wis  enclosed,  and  referred  to,  in  a  letter  from  Colonel 
BtephenaoQ,  the  Preaident  of  the  Bank,  [and  the  Re- 
ceiver also]  to  you,  which  tetter,  he  informed  me,  had 
been  anawered.  Since  the  Fall  of  1819,  my  connex- 
ion with  thai  bank  haa  entirely  ceased,  except  that  I 
am  a  stockholder  in  it,  without  however,  ever  having 
borrowed  one  cent  from  it." 

In  my  letter  to  Mr.  Crawford,  of  14th  February, 
1822,  I  say  to  him,  ^I  must,  however,  say,  sir,  that, 
as  the  informatwn,  in  the  Treasury  Department,  rela- 
tive to  my  original  recommendation  of  the  Bank  of 


Edwardaville,  has,  for  some  time  past,  been  distinctly 
understood,  and  freely  used  at  this  place,  [Washing- 
ton,] I  csn  but  consider  it  somewhat  unfortunate  for 
me,  that  other  communications  in  the  Department, 
which  ought  to  have  terminated  all  responsibility  on 
my  part,  have  not  been  equally  known.  That  I  was 
the  cause  of  the  deposites  being  made  there,  in  the 
first  instance,  I  freely  acknowledge.  But,  that  I  une- 
quivocally declared,  I  would  not  be  held  responsible 
for  that  or  any  other  bank,  in  any  way  whatever,  after 
the  Fall  of  1819;  that  you  were  notified  thereof  in 
due  time ;  that  the  deposites  have  not  been  continued 
there  in  consequence  of  my  recoramendstion  since 
that  period ;  and  that  the  bank  was  then  in  a  good 
situstion,  I  msy,  I  think,  according  to  my  present  im- 
pressions, fairly  insist  upon.  And,  if  so,  the  partial 
information,  now  in  circulation  at  this  place,  is  not 
calculated  to  do  me  that  justice  which,  I  nope,  I  have 
a  right  to  expect  from  your  magnanimity.  It  would, 
therefore,  afford  me  great  pleaaure,  I  assure,  you,  sir, 
that  the  whole  of  my  conduct,  in  relation  to  that  busi- 
ness, should  be  so  fully  known  as  to  be  no  longer 
misunderstood." 

The  first  of  these  letters  was  written  five  days  he- 
fore  his  report  of  the  14th  February,  1822.  The  sec- 
ond bears  the  same  date  of  the  latter.  They  must 
both,  therefore,  have  been  written  before  any  charge 
of  suppressions  had  been  made  or  suggested. 

Had  the  existence  of  the  Receiver's  letter  been  de- 
nied, or'the  slightest  intimation  of  questioning  it  been 
given,  at  the  time  it  was  thus  asserted,  I  could,  and 
would,  have  proved  every  fact  contained  in  my  state- 
ment in  regard  to  it,  by  that  gentleman  himself.  But 
he  is  now  dead.  Mr.  Crawford  knew  this  before  he 
made  the  report  in  question— and  dead  men  cannot 
contradict  living  ones. 

No  one  can  read  the  interrogatories  that  were  put 
to  me  by  the  committee,  and  believe  that  Mr.  Craw- 
ford was  not  well  informed  of  my  teatimony  before  the 
date  of  his  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  same  commit- 
tee, which  was  eleven  days  later  than  my  examina- 
tion. From  the  nature  of  the  inquiries  which  he  was 
then  called  upon  to  answer,  they  afforded  aa  suitable 
an  occasion,  as  the  one  he  has  selected,  for  questionr 
ing  my  credibility.  Why,  then,  has  he  so  long  post- 
poned iti  One  thing  is  certain,  it  never  could  have 
been  undertaken  with  greater  hopes  of  success  than 
when  it  was  supposed  I  should  have  no  opportunity  of 
defending  myself. 

I  will  now  submit  to  your  honorable  body  a  few  re- 
marks, to  show  that  the  negative  statements  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  and  his  **  officers  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment,'* however  confidently  relied  upon  by  him  for 
my  total  overthrow,  are  too  inconclusive  for  hie 
purpose. 

x  on  have  been  informed  by  htm  that,  preytous  to 
the  calls  for  his  correspondence  with  the  local  banks, 
which  were  made  the  depositories  of  public  money,  it 
had  been  ueual  to  refer  all  such  calls  to  Mr.  Jones,  his 
chief  clerk,  but  that,  in  these  cases,  another  clerk  had 
been  selected  to  collect  the  letters,  dtc,  which  were 
called  for.  Why  this  change  was  made,  at  that  par- 
ticular juncture,  (being  wholly  unaccounted  for  by 
Mr.  Crawford,)  is  left  to  conjecture.  Was  Mr.  Jones 
incompetent  to  the  discharge  of  this  duty  ?  The  very 
station  he  holds  in  the  Department  forbids  such  a 
supposition.  Had  he  proved  himself  unworthy  of  con- 
fidence 1  If  so,  he  could  not  have  retainea  his  sta- 
tion ;  and  such  is  acknowledged  to  be  his  stern,  un- 
yielding, inflexible  integrity,  that  no  one  coold  have 
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■oppoeed  him  capable  of  •  sobserviencj  in  abj  nafaxr 
purpose.  I  confen  I  regret  that  the  change  waa  made : 
mr»  had  it  not  been,  I  cannot  reeiat  the  belief  that  I 
should  have  been  spared  much  of  the  labor  of  this  vin- 
dication. But,  without  yielding  to  unavailing  regrets, 
I  must  be  content  to  take  things  as  I  find  them.  I, 
therefore,  proceed  to  examine  the  testimony  that  is 
offered  against  me. 

This  is  substantially,  1st  That  no  each  letter  from 
the  Receiver  [as  that  mentioned  in  ray  examination] 
is  to  be  found  in  the  files  of  the  Department.  S.  That 
the  officers  employed  in  it  have  no  recollection  of  the 
leceipt  of  such  a  letter.  And  3.  That  the  records 
of  the  Department  do  not  diow  that  it  was  answered. 

Supposing  it  to  be  true  that  this  letter  cannot  be 
found  **  in  the  files  of  the  Department,"  it  by  no  meana 
proves  that  it  was  not  received  by  Mr.  Crawford. 

This  is  not  the  first  occasion  on  which  I  have  had 
to  regret  that  a  letter  received  by  him  could  not  be 
found  when  it  became  neeessaiy  for  my  defence. 

Finding  myself  grossly  misrepresented  in  relation 
to  a  letter  I  had  written  to  him,  and  being  determined 
to  vindicate  myself  against  th#  insinuations  that  were 
predicated  upon  it,  I  wrote  to  him  on  the  6th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1831,  requesting  a  copy  of  it  In  his  reply,  dated 
10th  January,  1821,  he  says :  *«  The  letter  which  you 
have  described  in  yours  of  the  6th  instant,  has  been 
sought  for  in  vain.  Mr.  Jones  states  that,  according 
to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  he  considered  it  not  of  a 
description  to  go  on  the  files,  and  that  consequently  it 
was  not  filed.  If  bis  recollection  is  correct,  it  accounts 
fot  the  absence  of  the  letter  from  the  files,  and  fi>r  its 
heing  lost  or  mislaid."  My  letter  being  thus  disposed 
ofrMr.  Crawford,  in  his  answer,  impliedly  repeated 
one  of  the  insinuations  above  referred  to.  This  was 
promptly  repelled  by  me ;  and,  since  then,  I  have  heard 
no  more  on  that  subject 

From  this  case  alone,  it  might  not  be  unreasonable 
to  presume  that  some  similar  disposition  may  have  been 
made  of  the  letter  now  in  question.  But,  with  every 
motive  to  make  such  an  assertion,  Mr.  Crawford  has 
not  ventured  to  say  he  did  not  receive  this  letter.  It 
will  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  other  letters,  of  infi* 
niteJy  more  importance,  have  been  received  by  him, 
about  which  it  might  be  trely  said,  **  no  such  letters 
are  to  be'found  in  the  files  of  the  Department"  He 
has  somet^nes  another  depoeitory  for  them,  in  which 
the  letter  mentioned  in  my  examination  may  also  have 
been  placed.  It  may  have  been  addressed  to  him  **  with- 
out the  addition  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  which 
we  have  seen  it  gravely  insisted  on  as  giving  him  a  right 
to  consider  any  letter  as  "  a  private  paper,"  though 
exclusively  relating  to  matters  of  official  duty.  Or  he 
may  have  *'  considered  it  not  of  a  deacriplion  to  go  on 
the  files  ;'*  and  thus  may  **  its  absence  from  the  files," 
or  "its  being  lost  or  mislaid,"  be  very  naturally  ac- 
counted for,  according  to  the  praeiiea  of  the  Depart^ 
ment 

The  probability  of  thissupposition  is  greatly  stiength- 
ened  by  the  following  case : 

Between  1816,  and  the  dlst  December,  1819,  he  re- 
ceived imfKirtant  commuoicationa  on  the  subject  of 
the  iUictt  introduction  of  a  large  number  of  African 
slaves  into  the  United  States,  which  strong^  impli- 
cated one  of  his  particular  friends.  By  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  last  men- 
tioned date,  he  was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House 
copies  of  such  communications  as  he  had  received 
since  1816,  and  such  information  as  hepomcMied,  in 
lelaition  to  the  illicit  intioduotion  of  slaves  into  the 


United  States.  Bat,  notwithstanding  this  pentire 
call  upon  him,  I  assert,  and  I  challenge  investigatioQ, 
that  he  did  withhold  letters  and  information  upoo  this 
subject,  implicating  hb  finend,  which  ought  to  hare 
been  communicated  to  the  Houae,  and  some  of  whid), 
he  did  not  even  permit  *'  to  go  on  the  files  of  the  De- 
partment" Of  course,  it  might  be  very  truly  latd  ef 
them,  **  that  no  each  letters  are  to  be  found  on  the 
files  of  the  Department ;  and  that  the  officers  employ* 
ed  in  it  have  no  recollection  of  the  receipt  of  them^ 
for,  having  been  deposited  in  his  own  privets  bweao, 
those  officers  could  have  no  means  of  ascertKiaing  the 
fact,  and  the  very  motives  for  withholding  them  fnm 
the  files,  would  render  fniitless  all  atten^ts  to  fiad 
*<  oiwioert"-  to  them  **  by  an  examinatibn  of  the  ree^ 
ords  of  the  Department"  .  And  yet,  thoo  is  no  dosbt 
of  their  having  been  received,  and  the  strangeet  prob- 
ability that  they  were  answered  also.  If  the  ambsrity 
of  the  Houae  of  Repreaentatives  waa  not  suffideat  t» 
obtain  their  production,  the  non-productioa  of  the  iet^ 
ter  of  the  Receiver  at  Edwardsville  ought  not  to  exdte 
a  moment's  surprise. 

But  it  also  appears  that  ha,  and  his  *'  officsis  of  the 
Treaaury  Department,"  have  not  been  able  to  fia<l  t 
great  number  of  other  letters^  and  even  sons  of  his 
own  official  ones,  whon  required  by  other  ealls  ef  the 
House ;  or,  if  they  could  have  been  found,  they  were 
suppressed.  Of  this,  the  documents  furnished  kf  him- 
self affi)rd  both  abundant  and  conclusive  proo£  Mtoy 
instances  might  be  stated.  For  the  sake  oif  breritj,  I 
will  allude  to  a  few  of  them  only. 

Several  cases  of  this  kind  are  preaanted  by  the  cfl^ 
respondence  with  the  Bank  of  HunUviUe.  I  will  re- 
for  to  but  one  of  them.  This  is  too  oandnsive  for  soy 
artifice  to  elude  it ;  and  it  requme  but  a  bars  intpee- 
tion  of  the  documents  thenwelvea  to  be  convinced 
ofit 

In  his  letter,  "  L.,  Xo.  7,"  to  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  Huntsvilie,  dated  the  30th  July,  1819,  he 
saya,  **  You  will  perceive,  by  the  contents  of  mj  1st' 
ter  of  the  ninth  instant,  that  the  failare  of  tiM  Nash- 
ville Bank,  and  ita  offices,  was,  al  tkat  time,  koown  to 
this  Department  It  was  then  foreseen  that  the  Btnk 
of  HuntsviUe  could  not  fail  to  be  injuriously  afiieded 
by  that  event,  and  by  othere  of  a  aamitar  natnrei  which 
were  then  anticipated.  *  *  The  reasons  stated 
in  my  letter  of  the  ninth  instant,  in  favor  of  the  pronpt 
adoption,  by  the  bank,  of  the  meaauree  neceeisiy  to 
the  transfer  of  the  public  money  m  the  poosessioa 
of  the  bank,  beyond  the  permanent  deposite,  reaaio 
\  unimpaired." 
'  This  letter  of  the  9th  of  July,  1819,  in  also  rtfened 
to  in  letter  "•  L.,  No. «,"  from  the  Freeident  of  the 
Bank  of  Huntaville,  dated  September,  1819.  Yet  thif 
same  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  whose  **  relevancy  to 
the  subject-matter  of  the  call"  admito  of  ao  qossiioB, 
"  waa  not  to  be  found  on  the  files  of  the  Departmeot,''* 
or  it  was  purposely  suppressed,  for  it  has  net  besa 
communicated. 

By  an  examination  of  the  documents  No.  66,  asd 
No.  119,  it  will  be  seen  that  more  than  half  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  though  called 
for  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  has  been  suppneeed 
The  importance  and  very  delicate  import  of  a  finr  of 
these  letters  will  be  noticed  presently,  in  eonnexioa 
with  another  subject 

But  though  there  were  two  calk  in  this  case,  either 

of  which  rendered  it  the  duty  of  Mr.  Crawford  to  haft 

transmitted  all  the  correapondence ;  and  though,  ia 

I  answering  the  second  call,  he  expressly  stated  that  he 
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had  traocDitlad  **  ail  Um  oozmpondMie*  reqaired  bj 
th«  ratolatioii,  ezctpt  two  kltanfrom  the  Receiver  et 
St.  Lottie,  which  were  of  e  eonfidenftiel  nature,*'  yet, 
year  hoaoraUe  body  will  find  very  etiong  reaeone  to 
deobt  the  eorreetneee  of  thia  statement,  and  I  f  hall  be 
mvch  rarprieed  if  the  third  call,  with  which  he  hat  ao 
toidiiy  complied,  haa  been  aaffident  to  draw  from  bim 
all  ibe  correepondenee,  even  with  the  Bank  of  Mia- 
wari.  The  omieaion  of  letters,  addreaaed  to  the  Do- 
ptrtment,  might  be  aocounted  fur  on  the  auppoaition 
that  tbey  might  have  miacanied.  Bnt  thia  is  a  caaoalty 
to  which  the  letters,  or  copies  of  the  letters,  of  the 
Sscretaiy  himaelfr  which  should  always  remain  in  the 
DspartoMat,  are  not  liable.  They  mey,  however, 
•onetimes  disappear,  aa  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  aft 
Edwardaviiie  seems  to  have  done*  If  not,  it  will  be 
diAcolt  la  aceoant  ibr  the  abeence  of  a  letter  of  the 
dOth  ialyt  1819,  which  is  preenmed  to  have  been  ad> 
ibcswd  1^  Mr.  Crawfiird  to  the  Bank  of  Miaeonri,  upon 
the  aolhority  of  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  Legis* 
Utnre  of  Miseonri,  at  ita  aesaion  in  16S3. 

This  was  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  concema  of  the  Bank  of  Miseonri.  Mr.  Craw- 
ted's  lettera  to  that  bank  were  snbmiUed  to  the  io- 
qMction  of  tha  committee,  and  the  report,  which  I 
htve  the  honor  herewith  to  tranamit,  (11)  oontaina 
•straets  from  eeveral  of  them,  among  which  ia  one 
from  his  letter  of  dOth  July,  1819,  of  which  enough 
•ppeam  to  prove  that  it  was  embraced  by  the  call,  and 
eoght  to  have  Iteen  communicated,  unless^  indeed,  it 
b  a  mere  labrication  by  the  committee,  for  which  no 
imaginable  motive  can  be  perceived. 

I  have  not  time  to  dwell  upon  several  curioaa  par* 
tirulan  that  are  diadoeed  by  this  report  I  beg  leave, 
howeter,  to  reier  your  honorable  body  to  the  contract 
with  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  as  therein  set  forth.  An 
inspection  of  it  will  enable  yon  to  decide  at  onoe  whe- 
ther it  is  coneotlj  represented  in  Mr.  Crawford's  re- 
port of  it,  and  whether  he  had  a  right  to  withdraw 
aoy  part  of  the  permanent  deposite,  under  any  pre- 
tsoce  whatever,  belbre  the  expiration  of  six  months 
"  after  it  ceased  to  be  employed  to  receive  the  public 
mooeys." 

In  regard  to  the  letters  that  have  been  alluded  to,  I 
will  barely  remerfc,  that,  if  ao  many  of  them,  actually 
belonging  to  the  Pepartment,  could  not  be  found  on 
'*ile  filea,"  it  wiU  not  be  strange  if  k  ehall  hereafter 
tppear  that  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  at  Edwardaviiie 
has  been  overlooked;  or,  if  the  former  were  purpeeely 
•oppreMcd,  there  ie  nothing  improbable  in  the  belief 
that  the  latter  haa  ehared  the  eame  fote. 

Bat  thie  letter  may  have  been  received  by  Mr.  Craw* 
ford,  and  he  mey  have  forgotten  it. 

This,  I  preeume,  I  may  foirly  demonstrate,  by  show- 
ing that  hw  memory  haa  been  extremely  treacherous, 
in  o&er  inetenoee,  of  for  greater  eonseqnence.  For- 
this  parpeee,  I  beg  leave,  in  the  first  place,  to  call  the 
ttlantion  of  year  honorable  body  to  hie  oath,  before 
the  oommitteob 

Regardleaa  of  the  aalntary  admonitiona  of  the  pro- 
veib  *'of  the  glaas  windows,*'  he  bae  treated  my  oath 
•omewhat  inwiy,  and  he  can  have  no  reasonable 
eaose  to  complain  if  his  own  shall  undergo  a  alight  ij> 
veitigatioa. 

On  hia  examination  before  the  commitiee,  he  eaye, 
"I  never  aanctioned  the  omission  of  any  part  of  the 
correspondence." 

Now  let  ne  hear  Mr.  Dickins,  his  ooofidential  clerk. 
On  the  exnroiftation  of  this  gentleman  before  the  aame 
temmittee,  he  says,  **  It  is  the  general  direction  of  the 


Secretary,  when  information  is  called  for,  to  give  every 
thing  that  relatee  to  the  subject  When  the  call  was 
made,  I  looked  Ofver  all  the  papers^  filed  and  unfiled^ 
relating  to  the  subfcct  The  papers,  after  selected, 
are  laid  before  the  Secretary ;  and  in  this  caae,  he  di- 
rected me  to  collect  every  thing  in  the  office  relating 
to  the  subject  They  were  selected  and  aubmitted  to 
his  inspection.  In  this  case,  from  the  urgency  of  it,  I 
took  the  originals  and  rough  draughta.  The  papers 
remained  eome  time  before  the  Secretary,  while  he 
was  making  the  report,  after  I  gave  them  to  him,  and 
before  he  communicated  to  the  Houee." 

Let  it  be  recollected  that  Mr.  Dickina  is  one  of  Mr. 
Crawford's  witneeses  againat  me,  and  enjoye  his  high- 
est confidence.  Now,  if,  thie  gentleman  ewears  the 
troth,  I  wonU  ask,  how  it  conld  have  happened  that 
so  many  letters  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Banke 
of  Huntsville  and  Missouri  alone  were  sappressed* 
without  Mr.  Crawford's  sanetion  t 

The  document  No.  119,  before  reforred  to,  meet 
ittdippntabiy  provea  that  upwards  ot  twenty  lettere  of 
the  correspondence  with  the  latter  bank  were  snp<- 
preesed,  on  the  firet  call  for  them;  and  that  theee 
very  letters  were  **in  the  office."  If,  then,  Mr.  Dick- 
ins  did  collect,  and  lay  before  Mr.  Crawford,  ■*  all  the 
papers,  filed  and  unfiled,  relating  to  the  subject," 
which  he  was  strictly  ordered  to  do,  and  swears  he 
did ;  by  whom  could  the  suppreesion  of  so  great  a 
porUon  of  the  correepondence  with  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri have  been  effiseted  I  If  not  by  Mr.  Crawford, 
hia  own  etatement  ehowe  that  it  must  have  been  done 
by  Mr.  Dickins.  To  permit  so  flagrant  a  breech  of 
truet  and  confidence  to  pass  with  impunity,  is  to  sanc- 
tion it  If  this  suppreseion  eaeaped  Mr.  Crawford'e 
notice,  when  he  answered  the  first  call  for  those  let- 
ters, he  conld  not  have  been  ignorant  ef  it,  when  he 
ehortly  afterwards  complied  with  the  second  call,  by 
transmitting  the  very  letters  that  had  been  supprees- 
ed.  Yet,  we  have  never  heard  that  Mr.  Dickine  haa 
been  puniehed,  in  any  manner  whatever ;  and  from 
the  relation  in  which  ^heee  gentlemen  stand  to  each 
other,  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  he  haa  been  even 
blamed. 

Again :  Mr.  Crawford,  in  his  testimony,  says,  '*  It 
is  usual  when  reaolutione  require  information  which 
the  reoorde  or  filee  of  the  office  afford,  to  send  copiee ; 
but  when  there  is  a  press  of  business,  the  orHpnale 
are  eometimee  senty  aa  in  the  preeent  caae," 

Thus,  it  appeara,  from  the  oath  of  theee  two  gen* 
tlemen,  that  Mr.  Dickins  delivered  all  the  •<  originala 
and  rough  draughta  "  to  Mr.  Crawford :  and  that  the 
latter  eent  them  all  to  the  House.  No  one  therefore 
could  reaaonably  expect  to  find  copiee  among  them.- 
Tet,  upon  an  examination  of  the  correspondence  with 
the  Hunteville  Bank  akme,  it  will  be  found  that  about 
one-third  of  the  pages  it  oeoupies,  and  more  than  thai 
proportion  of  the  letters,  are  given  as  extracts.  Theee, 
surely,  can  not  be  originals,  unlees  Mr.  Crawford  and 
the  Preeident  of  the  Bank  of  Hunteville  were  in  t  hot 
habit  ol  aending  extracts  of  their  own  letters  to  each 
other-^a  novelty  that  can  ecaroely  be  believed  to  have 
occurred. 

But,  besides  the  striking  variance  between  Mr* 
Crawfofd's  statement  of  having  sent  the  originala  to 
the  House,  and  the  fact  of  this  case,  the  tranaforma^ 
tion  of  those  originals  into  extracta  requiree  explana^ 
tion,  at  least.  It  is  difficult  to  conjecture  any  motive 
for  eendtng  theee  extracts,  mstead  of  the  originals^ 
unlees  it  was  for  the  pnrpoee  of  omitting  and  with* 
holding  eomething  vHiich  the  latter  contained.    And 
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if  Mr.  Cimwibrd  **  navar  saoctionad  the  onuMioD  of  «nj 
part  of  the  corrccpondenca,"  by  whom  and  with  what 
motivaa  could  thaae  eitracts  hava  baao  raada,  and 
foiatad  into  tha  piaca  of  tha  originab  ? 

It  cannot  ba  too  ranch  to  say  that  thara  appaara  to 
have  been  considerable  forgatfulnaas  in  soma  part  of 
this  affair. 

Mr.  Crawford  mast  also  have  forgotten  the  reaola* 
tion  of  1816,  when,  in  direct  violation  of  its  poaitiva 
injancttons,  he  received  from  certain  local  banks,  in 
discharge  of  their  debts  to  the  United  States,  and  at 
par,  the  large  amount  of  oncurrant  notaa  which,  in  his 
report,  ha  admits  ha  did  raoaiva  from  them. 

But  his  memory  must  have  been  much  more  unfor- 
tunately treacherous  to  him  in  two  other  particulars 
relating  to  this  business;  for  I  shall  show  that  he  has 
made  two  palpable  and  important  miastataments  in 
regard  to  it. 

Being  called  on  by  a  resolution  of  tha  House  of  Rep« 
resentatives  to  atato  the  amount  of  uneurrent  paper 
r  which  he  received  from  the  local  banks  that  had  bean 
made  depositories  of  public  money  raoaivad  from  tha 
sale  of  public  landa,  he  admits  the  receipt  of  a  large 
amount  from  tha  banks  of  Edwardsvilla,  Missouri,  and 
Tombeckbee.  But,  as  an  excuse  for  his  conduct,  he 
represents  those  notes  to  have  been  deposited  in  these 
banks  **  before  the  data  of  their  contracta,"  under  which 
they  agreed  to  account  for  the  public  deposites  in  spade. 

This  I  do  most  unequivocally  and  positively  aver  to 
be  a  miarepresentation,  and  and  an  indefensible  apol- 
ogy ;  and  your  honorable  body  cannot  fail  to  ba  con- 
▼inced  of  it,  by  adverting  to  the  contracts  themselves. 
I  will  rrfer  to  only  one  of  them  at  present.  The  very 
first  article  of  the  contract  with  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
▼ille,  under  which  it  received  tha  first  cent  of  public 
dapositas,  is  in  tha  following  words,  via :  **  1.  That 
the  public  moneys  shsU  be  entered  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  at  easA  /  which  may  be  seen  in  document 
No.  66,  tetter  G,  Nos.  1  and  8. 

But,  for  his  own  opinion  upon  tha  subjaat,  even  in 
a  case  where  there  had  been  no  express  stipulation 
**  to  pay  cash,"  I  refer  your  honorable  body  to  his  let- 
ter L,  No.  1,  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Hunts* 
ville,  dated  tha  11th  January,  1616,  where  it  will  be 
found  that  he  says:  '<In  making  the  Planters  and 
Merchant's  Bank  of  Huntsvilie  a  place  of  depoeite,  at 
its  particular  solicitation,  it  was  expected  that  tha 
transfer  of  the  funds  which  it  undertook  to  make*  would 
be  effected  in  funds  that  circulated  at  par  at  the  place 
where  the  transfer  was  directed.  As  the  Receiver  had 
bean  diracted  to  receive  the  bills  on  no  banks  which 
did  not  discharge  them  in  speda  upon  demand,  it  was 
expected  that  the  bank  would  be  answerable  for  the 
amount  dapoaited  in  specie,  or  in  bilb  whidi  woold 
ba  recdved  as  spede,  at  tha  place  to  which  the  money 
should  ba  directed  to  ba  transforred^  unless  it  aboold 
atate  the  contrary." 

But  this  is  not  the  worst  case.  Ha  has,  in  tha  same 
report,  misstated  tha  amount  of  uneurrent  notes  which 
he  did  receive  from  thoea  banks,  making  it  much  leas 
than  it  actually  was ;  and  aome  of  the  suppressed  let- 
ters in  the  correspondence  with  the  Bank  of  Missouri 
will  prove  it. 

This  statement,  no  doubt,  will  surprise  and  astonish 
your  honorable  body ;  but  you  will  not  long  regaril  it 
as  a  proof  of  temerity.  I  shall,  however,  content 
myself  with  barely  staling  enough  to  cariy  resistless 
conviction  to  your  own  minds  of  the  truth  of  it.  Nona 
•hall  doubt  who  will  either  read  or  hear  the  teatimony 
exhibited  to  you  by  Mr.  Crawford  himeel£ 


The  aoppreseed  letters  B,  No.  IS,  freni  the  Prcn- 
dent  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  dated  the  llth  Oetobtr, 
1819,  and  B,  No.  19,  from  Thomas  Roddick,  agent  of 
the  bank,  dated  the  18th  February,  18S9,  uken  in 
connexion  with  Mr.  Crawford's  setdement  with  Um 
said  agent,  will  prove  that  the  snm  of  ^1,176,  wfaick 
he  (Mr.  Crawford)  recdved  from  that  bank,  thoogk 
artfully  atatod  so  as  to  disguise  the  foot,  was  eoDpoMd 
of  $290  of  notes  on  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Alsxaodna, 
and  9885  on  the  Meehanics'  Bank  of  Alexsndrii. 

His  own  soppreeeed  letter  B,  No;  7,  deled  tbe  S9ili 
May,  1819,  contains  a  notification  to  the  Baakof  Mit- 
sonri  of  the  failure  of  the  former  of  these  beaks.  Aad 
a  friend  has  furnished  me  with  the  following  extnot 
from  the  files  of  the  National  InteUigeneer  in  nytrd 
to  the  laUer,  via  :  *•  August  28,  1819.  The  MechtS' 
ios'  Bank  of  Alexandria  does  not  redeem  iu  notei  in 
specie,  and  its  notes  no  longer  peas  here  currently.'* 

The  suppressed  letters  B.  No.  S5,  from  himself  to 
the  Preddent  of  the  Benk  of  Missouri,  dated  the  14U 
November,  1880,  and  the  Preeident'a  answer  B,  No.  16, 
dated  the  19th  Oeoember,  1820,  will  ahow  that  be 
recdved  from  that  bank  $40,168,  in  notes  on  the  Btnk 
of  Tennessee  and  Ut  bramdkes,  which  were  depotild 
in  the  Branch  of  the  United  Sutes  Bank  at  Louiivillt, 
on  the  21st  May,  1620,  to  meet  the  Treesarer'i  drift 

A  report  from  Lake  Lea,  pension  agent  at  Knox- 
viUe,  to  J.  L.  Edwards  of  the  Pension  Office,  dated 
the  27th  Jenuary,  1828,  shows  that  these  notes  wot 
•^  mostly  on  the  branches  of  the  Knoxvilie  Bank" 

I  have  in  my  possession  proof  that  those  brsnchei 
stopped  payment  in  the  Bummer  of  1819,  but  1  decn     j 
it  nn  necessary  to  exhibit  it,  as  every  member  of  tht     j 
delegation  in  Congress  from  Tennessee,  as  well  u 
other  members  of  Congrees,  must  know  that  theyJnd 
failed  to  redeem  their  notes  in  epede,  long  befors  tte    | 
notes  in  question  were  received  by  Mr.  Crawfod.   h    | 
is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  none  of  these  notes  in 
inoioded  in  the  amount  of  uncumnt  notea  rrported  bf 
Mr.  Crawford. 

Now,  though  the  probability  that  theee  miwUte- 
menta  were  innocently  made,  ie  aomewhat  weekend 
by  the  suppreodon  of  the  letten  that  would  have  de- 
tected their  inaoenraeics,  I  do  not  deem  it  necentiy 
to  inaiat  that  they  prove  any  thing  more  than  a  greattr 
degree  of  focgetfulness  and  inadvertence,  than  to  biw 
forgot  or  overlooked  auch  m  trifling  afibir  as  the  letter 
mentioned  in  my  examination.  If  they  were  inlaa- 
tiond,  it  would  prove  the  statement  mode  sgsiut  bi 
80  much  the  less  entitled  to  credit. 

In  making  deposites  in  the  focal  banks  of  LoaiivilU, 
Cindnnatit  Chiiicothe,  and  of  the  DIetriet  of  Colain- 
bia,  (in  dl  of  which  piaoaa  branches  of  the  Bask  of 
the  United  States  were  estabKahed,)  and,  in  sons  in- 
stanoee,  eontinniag  theee  depodtee  for  yeers  in  tae- 
oaaaion,  without  making  any  report  thereof  to  Ceo- 
gross,  Mr.  Crawford  must  have  forgot,  for  a  very  long 
time,  indeed,  and  on  e  great  variety  of  occadoBs,  boCk 
the  letter  and  intention  of  the  following  eeetioa  in  ib0 
law  establiahing  the  Bank  of  the  United  Butee,  vb: 

'•  Be  it  tno^edt  4rc.  That  the  depodtee  of  tbc  mo- 
ney of  the  United  Btatcs  in  places  in  which  tbe  laiil 
Bank  or  branchea  thereof  may  be  established,  sbili  be 
made  in  aaid  Bank  or  branches  thereof  unless  the  Set- 
retaiy  of  the  Treasury  ahall,  at  any  time,  oihereise 
order  and  direct;  in  which  eaeee  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Coogrees,  if  ia 
seedon,  and  if  not,  immediately  afUr  the  eofflmeace- 
ment  of  the  next  aeasion,  the  reasons  of  such  order  er 
direction.'* 
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Inde«J,  I  am  under  ihe  impresiion  that,  notwith- 
•ttoding  his  complianca  with  the  aboye  reqaif  itioo,  on 
the  10th  December,  1817,  which  proved  that  it  waa 
then  fresh  in  his  recollection,  and  though  his  connex- 
ion with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  its  pressing 
wints,  and  the  nature  of  the  business  he  had  to  trans- 
set  with  it,  were  all  calculated  to  recall  his  attention 
to  that  part  of  his  doty,  almost  eTory  day,  he  himself 
his,  in  some  one  of  his  reports,  admitted  that  he  had 
orerlooked  it  through  **  mora  inadvertence/' 

1  regret  to  have  to  aay  to  your  honorable  body, 
that  both  the  otato  of  my  health,  and  the  want 
of  time,  abaolntely  compel  me,  moat  reluctantly,  to 
dose  this  investigation  of  Mr.  Crawford'a  well-timed 
lUtement  against  me.  In  this  situation,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you,  for  further  facts,  of  which  I  might,  under 
mors  favorable  circumstancee,  fiiirly  and  successfully 
sTiil  mjrself,  to  a  few  of  the  publicationa  under  the  sig- 
naiurs  of  '^  A.  B.,"  herewith  transmitted. 

Avowing  myself  the  author  of  these  publications, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  unimportant  typo- 
graphical errors,  mnd  a  mere  verbal  inaccuracy  in  re- 
gard to  the  time  of  a  certain  report's  being  made,  re- 
aiserting,  before  your  honorable  body,  and  the  nation, 
that  the  facts  they  allege  are  substantially  true,  I  do 
most  respectfully  solicit  that  they  may  be  taken  as  a 
part  of,  and  be  printed  with,  this  communication.  In 
order  to  strengthen  my  claim  to  this  indulgence^  eom- 
bining  all  the  rights  of  defence,  of  accusation,  and  of 
asking  for  investigation,  which  can  entitle  me,  as  a 
citiien  of  tho  United  States,  or  an  officer  of  their  Gov- 
eramsBt,  to  appear  before  your  honorable  body,  I  do 
expressly  state : 

1.  That  the  honorable  William  H.  Crawford,  8ec« 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  has  mismanaged  the  national 
funds. 

8.  That  he  hae  received  a  large  amount  of  uneur* 
rent  notes  from  certain  banks,  in  part  diacharge  of  their 
debt*  to  the  United  States,  contrary  lo  the  reaolution 
ofCongreesof  1816. 

8.  That,  being  called  on  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  state  the  amount  of  un- 
corrent  notes  which  he  received  from  these  banks,  he 
has  misstated  it,  making  it  less  than  it  really  was. 

4.  That  he  has,  in  his  report  to  the  House,  misrep- 
resented the  obligations  of  these  banks,  or  some  one 
of  them,  at  least,  and  predicated  thereon  an  indefen- 
lihle  excuse  for  his  conduct  in  receiving  those  uncur- 
rent  notes. 

5.  That  he  has  acted  illegally,  in  a  variety  of  in- 
stances, by  making  and  continuing  depesites  of  poblic 
Boacj  in  eertatn  local  banks,  witboot  making  report 
thenofto  Congress,  according  to  law;  and 

6.  That  he  hae,  in  aeveral  instances,  withheld  infor- 
mation and  letters,  called  for  by  the  House,  and  which 
it  was  his  duty  to  have  communacated. 

Hit  OtoM^^Let  it  speak  for  itself. 

For  specifications  of  these  statements,  I  offer  the 
poblicatioos  under  the  signature  of  A.  6.,  above  men- 
tioned, and  this  communication ;  and,  for  proof,  I  oflar 
that  which  they  respectively  refer  to. 

All  this  I  do  defeosivelv ;  for,  if  the  facU  sUted  be 
tme,  no  rational  man  can  doubt  that  they  must  weaken, 
at  least,  the  force  of  Mr.  Crawford's  statement  against 
me. 

I  will  not  charge  him  with  bad  intentions  in  any  of 
those  acts.  It  is  more  properly  the  duty  of  others  to 
nqnire  into  and  judge  of  that  matter.  I  do  not  aek 
for  an  investigation  of  his  cendoct.  Such  a  request 
•oght  mote  naturally  to  be  looked  for  from  himsell^   But 


I  will  say,  that  if,  being  an  officer  of  the  aame  Gov- 
ernment under  which  he  holds  his  office,  I  have  wil- 
fully and  maliciously  misrepresented  him,  in  the  six 
foregoing  allegations,  it  is  a  misdemeanor  that  would 
prove  me  unworthy  of  the  office  I  hold.  I  invite  him, 
or  any  of  his  friends,  to  make  this  charge  against  me, 
pledging  myself  to  waive  all  notice,  and,  with  all  the 
dtsadvantsgea  of  absence,  to  submit  to  an  investigation 
thereof  by  either  or  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  to 
abide  by  the  decision  thereupon.  If  this  proposition 
is  declined,  I  trust  we  shall  have  no  more  canting 
about  an  *'A  B.  plot."  As  to  myself,  I  fesr  not  the 
consequences  of  any  fair  investigation,  for  I  know  I 
shall  be  able,  whatever  may  be  the  reault,  to  juatily 
myself  to  the  nation.  And  never  having  obtained 
any  office  by  the  slightest  sacrifice  of  independence, 
I  never  will  owe  the  holding  of  one  to  reluctant  for- 
bearance, or  the  courteay  of  my  enemiea. 

I  will  only  add,  that,  if  any  attempt  should  hereafWr 
be  made,  meanly  to  take  advantage  of  my  absence,  by 
those  who  have  forborne  to  attack  me  when  I  could  ^ 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  defending  myself,  I  must 
beg  of  your  honorable  body,  and  the  nation,  to  sus- 
pend your  opinions,  and  to  be  assured  that  there  shall 
be  no  avoidable  delay  in  vindicating  myself  I  have 
in  reserve  much  matter  of  defensive  accusation,  and 
should  most  certainly  have  invited  your  attention  to 
the  report  concerning  the  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys 
at  Huntaville,  and  other  matters  of  no  less  importance, 
had  time  permitted. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 
WRSBLXire,  Va.,  AmiL  6,  1824. 
Some  desultory  con  versa  tion  took  place,  as  to 
the  proper  coarse  to  be  taken  with  this  communi- 
catioQ,  between  Messrs.  A.  Steyenson,  Floyd, 
CuTHBBRT,  Krem BR,  Teaoy,  McLane,  of  Delft* 
ware,  and  Warfield. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  ad- 
dress and  accompanying  papers,  be  printed,  desir- 
ing to  see  the  whole  truth,  whatever  it  might  be. 
Mr.  Warpield  called  for  the  reading  of  3ie  ad- 
dress, and  the  Clerk  proceeded  accordingly  to 
read  it. 

The  reading  had  coDtinued  aboat  half  an  hoar, 
when,  the  address  not  having  been  gone  more  than 
half  through,  Mr.  Warpield  said  he  was  satisfied 
as  to  the  character  of  the  paper,  and  did  not  wish 
the  time  of  the  Hoase  to  be  taken  up  with  it  longer, 
as  it  would  obviously  require  considerable  time. 
Mr.  Buchanan  inquired  what  the  object  of  the 
memorialist  was,  or  whether  he  requested  any 
thing  specifically  of  the  House  ?  Mr.  Moorb,  of 
Alabama,  required  that  the  reading  should  proceed. 
The  reading  having  been  finished — 
Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  was  free  to 
declare,  now  that  be  had  heard  the  memorial  read, 
that  the  style  and  temper  in  which  it  was  written, 
mapifested  so  much  personal  and  party  feeling, 
that  he  should  then  withdraw  his  motion  to  prin^ 
but  for  one  consideration.  It  is  well  known,  he 
said,  that  the  distinguished  individual  whose  cha- 
racter is  assailed  in  that  memorial,  stands  in  a 
very  peculiar  relation  to  the  public,  and  that  everr 
thing  which  concerns  his  character,  in  the  small- 
est degree,  will  be  regarded  with  the  liveliest  in- 
terest by  the  people  of  this  country.    Sir,  we  are 
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bound  to  represent,  not  merelf  the  interest  of  the 
people^  but  their  feelings  too ;  and  they  will  not 
be  satisfied  if  this  accusation  is  prevented  from 
^oing  abroad  to  the  world.  This  was  all  I  meant, 
m  saying  I  wished  the  whole  truth  to  come  out. 
I  was  far  from  meaning  to  imply,  that  any  gen- 
tleman was  not  willing  to  have  a  full  investiga- 
tion of  the  subject.  Mr.  T.  remarked  that,  although 
that  House  ought  not  to  be  made  the  vehicle 
of  private  calumny  and  detraction,  nor  be  the 
theatre  on  which  individuab,  however  elevated 
they  may  be^  should  settle  their  controversies,  yet, 
when  it  was  recollected  how  sensitive,  how  trem- 
blingiy  alive  the  people  were  to  everv  thing 
which  affected  the  characters  of  thoee  who  stood 
in  the  same  relation  to  the  public  as  the  officer 
who  was  now  accused,  he  thought  the  whole  of 
the  charffes  brought  against  him  ought  to  be  pub- 
lished. If  these  charges  deserved  the  character 
•  of  malignity  imputed  to  them  by  his  worthy  col- 
league, (Mr.  Flotd,)  and  he  was  not  now  dir- 
po^  to  contest  the  matter  with  him,  or  to  give 
any  opinion  on  the  subject,  that  malignity  would 
recoil  upon  its  author.  Mr.  T.  said  he  nad  un- 
shaken confidence  in  the  character  and  integrity 
of  the  distinguished  officer  who  had  been  thus  at- 
tacked, and  lie  had  no  doubt  that  on  this,  as  on 
all  other  occasions,  the  accusations  agaiiut  him 
would  prove  to  he  false  and  unfounded.  He  must, 
however,  persist  in  his  motion  for  printing. 

Mr.  Webster  observed,  that,  in  the  present 
delicate  affiiir,  the  first  duty  of  Congress  was,  to 
look  to  its  own  course,  and  preserve  its  own  dig- 
nity. He  had  no  idea  that  this  House  was  to  be 
converted  into  an  arena  on  which  prominent  po- 
litical men  were  to  carry  on  their  personal  con- 
tests; or  a  mere  instrument,  through  its  power  to 
order  papers  to  be  printed,  of  giving  publicity  to 
any  thing  they  might  choose  to  write  against  each 
other,  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  had 
made  the  motion  to  print,  did  not  intend  to  follow 
up  that  motion  by  any  other,  he  should  certainly 
oppose  it — as  the  only  legitimate  end  of  printing 
papers  in  this  House  was  for  information  of  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  and  not  to  spread  it  through 
the  nation.  But,  if  any  motion  should  be  made 
for  a  committee  of  investigation,  it  should  have 
his  support ;  and  if  the  present  motion  to  print, 
was  only  preparatory  to  such  a  measure,  he  should 
not  object  to  it,  though  he  could  not  consider  it 
as  very  necessary. 

Mr.  FLoyn,  of  Virginia,  said^  that  when  he 
made  the  motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table, 
he  had  done  so,  because  it  was  the  usual  course 
with  such  papers ;  but,  since  it  had  been  read,  he 
WIS  disposed  to  have  it  examined,  not,  he  said, 
because  it  purported  to  be  a  defence,  but  because, 
it  contained  specific  charges  against  one  of  our 
pffieers.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  print- 
ing of  the  memorial,  until  it  could  be  examined 
by  a  committee,  and  determined,  on  more  reflec* 
lion  and  investigation,  what  ought  to  be  done. 
This  was  due  to  the  charges  made.  As  to  the  rest 
of  the  extraordinary  production,  said  Mr.  F.,  it 
cannot  be  animadverted  upon  in  terms  suitable  to 
it.    The  charges  appear  to  contain  nothing  but  a 


reiteration  of  those  made  by  the  A.  B.  conspin- 
tors ;  nor  did  I  think  the  author  of  that  plot  woold 
have  ever  had  the  unblushing  efiOrontery  to  ac- 
knowledge himself  such.  This  lago,  howerer, 
has  chosen  \6  acknowledge  the  fact,  and  reiterate 
the  charges  formerly  made,  and  seems  to  think, 
that  his  late  station  as  Senator,  and  his  recent  ap- 
pointment by  the  President,  as  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  Mexico,  will  give  a  more  impoting 
character  to  the  plot,  and  that,  under  the  auiction 
of  his  own  name,  with  the  authority  of  office,  that 
may  now  be  effectuated,  which  the  aaoDymow 
writer  failed  to  do. 

Every  member  of  the  last  Congress,  said  Mr.  F., 
will  recollect  that  two  several  committees  were 
appointed  to  investigate  this  matter;  and  erety 
one  then  seemed  to  consider  that  attack  as  the 
most  infamous  conspiracy  that  was  ever  formed 
against  the  reputation  of  any  man.  I  am  an  wil- 
ling that  this  House  should  become  the  theatre 
for  any  political  juggler,  or  the  arena  where  in- 
dividuals can  come  to  adjust  their  disputes.  1 
have  too  hish  a  respect  for  the  dignity  of  the 
House,  and,  I  trust,  for  myself;  but,  as  there  is  a 
specific  charge,  that  may  be  attended  to,  I  am 
willing  to  investigate  it ;  though  I  will  not  admit 
that,  because  he  has  been  a  Senator,  is  dow  a 
Minister  to  Mexico,  and  enioyin^  the  coafideace 
of  the  President,  that,  therefore,  his  statements  are 
to  be  received  as  he  would  wish  them.  The  writer 
has  not  justified  himself  or  defended  hintfelf  from 
cbarees,  which  he  says  were  made  against  him, 
but  has  cast  imputations  upon  all  who  seem  to 
have  been  in  the  way  of  his  original  design,  which 
has  been  pursued  with  pertinacious  matigoitj. 
Were  this  man's  request  allowed,  and  his  calum- 
nies printed  by  the  House,  would  it  not  be  ri^ht 
to  receive  and  print  also  the  defence  of  Mr.  Dick- 
ins,  or  any  other  citizen  ?  Why  has  he  left  the 
subject  of  his  own  defence  to  attack  the  character 
of  Mr.  Dickins  ?  That  could  not  have  been  ne- 
cessary. Mr.  Dickins  has  a  right  Ip  be  hetrd  as 
well  as  a  Minister  to  Mexico,  as«  I  tnikt,  ererf 
other  American  citizen  has,  without  i^gtx^  to 
station,  and  when  the  two  former  committees  of 
this  House  investigated  this  matter,  his  character 
was  adoutted  by  all  to  be  good,  and  entirely  m- 
exceptionable.  I,  too,  have  heard  this  of  hita  ercf 
since  I  have  been  ia  Congress,  though  I  shouid 
not  know  him,  were  we  to  meet  in  the  street  | 
and,  all  agree,  that  he  has  discharged  his  official 
duties  with  honesty  and  attention,  which  is,  in  mf 
opinion,  no  small  recommendation. 

Why  has  this  Minister  to  Mexico,  who  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  the  President,  left  the  subject  of 
his  defence  and  referred  to  the  subject  of  the  illicit 
introduction  of  slaves  by  a  man  who  was  the 
friend  of  Mr.  Crawford  ?  Is  he  to  beaccooouhle 
too  for  his  friend's  conduct  ?  I  do  not  know  anf 
thing  of  that  matter,  said  Mr.  F.,  but  this  I  koow, 
that  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  suffered  by  that 
atuck,  of  which  that  memorial  reiterates  a  part, 
has  been  here  demaodine  reparation  for  wrong* 
suffered  in  that  affiiir ;  I  know  him  too,  to  be  an 
honorable  man,  and  that  he  ^iii  have  that  matter 
adjust^.    His  presence  here  was  known,  I  \^ 
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some,  to  the  Minister  to  Mexico^  and  be  should 
then  hire  taken  up  this  part  of  his  auhject.  One 
woald  think,  said  Mr.  F.^  that  the  obieet  of  this 
political  Caliban  was  raore  extensive  than  merely 
to  do  himself  justice,  or  his  scope  would  not  hare 
been  so  broad.  The  A.  B.  conspirator,  however, 
ought  not  to  have  a^in  attempted  to  consummate 
the  object  of  his  wishes,  after  he  had,  in  such  a 
<«rt,  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  appointment  of 
Minister  to  Mexico  and  the  Fresident^s  confidence. 
He  had  obtained  the  reward  of  so  much  toil,  so 
much  indoatrjr.  and  so  many  dangers,  iwd  he 
oQght  to  have  left  behind  him  the  honest  reputa* 
tion  to  those  who  had  it.  as  it  no  longer  proved  a 
barrier  to  hi9  march  to  the  Mission  to  Mexico  and 
the  President's  favor. 

Look  at  it.  Can  any  man  believe,  for  an  in- 
stant,  from  the  manner  in  which  this  memorial 
is  brought  op,  that  it  is  not  a  deliberate  design  to 
operate  upon  those  feelings  which,  at  this  time,  so 
mach  agitate  this  country  and  this  House  ?  How 
ail  that  volume  could  be  written  from  Wheeling, 
on  the  Ohio  river,  with  a  reference  to  so  manv 
public  documents,  is  more  than  I  can  comprehend, 
and  more  than  I  believe.  There  are  two  or  three 
charges  specifically  made,  and  yet,  from  his  ab- 
sence, he  wishes  the  public  to  suspend  an  opinion 
in  regard  to  him,  should  matters  turn  out  unfavor- 
able to  him,  until  he  can  get  back.  Why  then 
make  them  ?  There  are,  said  Mr.  F.,  several 
persons  in  the  Grovernment,in  whom  I  have  great 
confidence — but  I  have  more  in  myself;  and  I 
wish  these  charges  to  be  investigated  a^j^ain,  and 
justice  done,  though  I  do  not  doubt  it  will  result, 
as  did  the  inquiry  by  the  former  committees,  which 
1  had  thought  would  have  prevented  all  similar 
attempts ;  and,  considering  the  question  which 
now  occupies  the  public,  and  his  success  in  obtain- 
ing office,  I  did  not  think  that  one  of  those  con- 
spirators would  have  had  the  audacity,  in  his  own 
name,  to  avow  himself,  and  show  his  unblushing 
front  to  this  House  and  the  nation;  though,  if 
my  memory  does  not  fail  me,  I  saw  in  the  news- 
papers, whilst  his  nomination  was  before  the  Sen- 
ate, a  statement  which  I  believed  was  authorized 
by  himself,  that  he  was  not  the  author  of  that 
plot.  Had  he  been  known  as  the  author  of  that 
mfamous  conspiracy,  I  think  I  hazard  little  in 
saying,  that  the  Senate  would  not  have  confirmed 
his  appointment.  Mr.  F.  concluded  by  moving 
that  the  memorial  and  papers  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  suggested  to  Mr.  Tucker  the 
propriety  of  withdrawing  his  motion  to  print  the 
papers,  that  a  decision  might  first  be  had  on  their 
reference  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  TcoKER,  of  Virginia,  obaerved,  that  he 
thought  the  gentleman  irom  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
WsaarsR)  somewhat  mistook  the  character  of 
an  order  to  print.  Mr.  T.  did  not  consider  that, 
in  doing  mk  ihe-  House  lent  its  sanction,  in  any 
degree,  to  the  document  ordered  to  be  printed. 
It  was  merel]^  to  enable  the  members  to  examine  a 
subject  at  leisure,  and  understand  it  thoroughly. 
Here  is  a  Tery  long  memorial,  containing  facts 
and  argument,  and  much  of  it  subtle  aigument  | 


too^  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  judge  without  la 
deliberate  examination.  Af|er  it  is  printed  and 
examined,  it  may  appear  that  further  inquiry  is 
proper — or,  it  may  seem  to  be  unnecessary.  I 
thoujpht  it  premature,  at  this  time,  to  give  an 
opinion  on  the  subject.  But,  as*  my  coUeajfue 
seems  not  unwilling  to  engage  in  the  investigation, 
and  has  moved  a  reference  of  it  to  a  select  com* 
mittee,  my  obieet  of  giving  it  publicity  will  be 
attainad,  and  I  withdraw  my  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  RuiKiii  wished  that  the  communication  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  which  the  prea* 
ent  document  refefs,  might  be  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

Mr.  Wriqbt  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Floti>'9 
motion,  by  adding,  "  and  to  print  it." 

Mr.  FoRBYTH  said,  he  thought  much  more  im- 
portance was  ^iven  to  this  subject  than  it  deserved. 
It  was  an  ordinary  question  to  print  a  long  state* 
meni  for  the  use  and  information  of  the  House, 
and  not  for  the  public.  He  was  never  unwilling 
to  print  any  paper  of  public  interest.  During  the 
many  years  he  had  been  a  member  of  this  House, 
he  had  never  seen  any  evil  arise  from  printing 
papers.  Whether  the  House  ordered  the  state- 
ment to  be  printed  or  not,  it  would  doubtless  be 
circulated  in  the  pablic  newspaoers,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  it  was  prepared  for  that  purpose.  It 
was  intended,  he  presumed,  as  a  sort  of  legacy  to 
the  country,  by  the  author,  who  was  going  as 
Minister  to  Mexico— as  a  mark  of  his  gratitude 
for  the  honor  of  his  appointment.  This  honor- 
able gentleman,  said  Mr.  F.,  was  a  Senator  in 
Congress  when  the  former  investigations  took  place 
by  committees  of  this  House ;  the  committee  gave 
him  an  opportunitj*  of  disclosing  all  he  knew  of  the 
allegations,  and,  atter  a  full  examination,  reported' 
that  thev  were  fully  satisfied  of  the  groundlessness, 
of  the  charges.  It  was  the  duty  of  this  Senator, 
as  a  public  man,  at  that  time,  and  while  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to 
hold  up  to  the  public  every  defaulter  in  office  with 
which  he  was  acquainted^;  but,  instead  of  doing 
this,  he  waits  until  his  appointment  to  a  foreign 
mission  is  confirmed,  and  when  he  is  about  toleave 
the  country,  sends  forth  this  precious  paper,  pretend* 
ing  to  be  a  defence  of  himself,  but  in  reality  an 
attack  on  a  high  officer  of  the  Grovernment,  to  be 
circulated  after  he  shall  have  been  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  call  on  him  to  substantiate  his  charges. 
He  does  not  ask  us  to  go  into  an  investigation  of 
the  subject;  and  Mr.  F.  believed  that  the  writer 
did  not  expect  the  House  would  take  any  notice 
of  his  commtmieation.  That  was  not  the  writer's 
object ;  he  only  re(|ueRts  the  House  to  put  it  on 
its  fifes — to  print  it,  when  he  shall  not  be  here  to 
make  his  chaiges  good.  This,  I  believe,  said  Mr. 
F.,  is  the  third  impeachment  exhibited  against  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  during  tli^  present 
session  of  Congress :  one  ot  them  is  by  this  hon- 
orable gentleman ;  another  was  by  a  certain  Joh» 
Henry — a  name  of  evil  omen  in  this  countrv,  said 
Mr.  F. — [some  member  here  said  to  Mr.  F.,  that 
the  person's  name  was  Robert  Henry] — ^I  am  sorry 
for  It,  said  Mr.  F.,  as  their  designs  were  so  simi- 
lar, it  is  a  pity  their  names  were  not  the  aanie< 
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Mr.  F.  concluded  by  sajriDg,  he  hoped  the  com- 
munication would  be  printed  as  a  matter  of  course, 
and  that  the  subject  might  go  to  a  select  commit- 
tee for  inrestigation. 

Mr.  Wright^  of  Ohio,  (who  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  when  the  former  iuFestigation 
took  place  into  the  subject  of  the  bank  correspond- 
ence and  the  alleged  suppression  of  a  paragraph 
in  one  of  the  letters,)  said  that,  since  he  had  taken 
his  seat  as  a  member,  he  had  bestowed  much  at- 
tention on  the  report  of  the  committee  of  inresti- 
gation, and  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
correctness  of  the  conclusion,  which  the  commit- 
tee had  come  to ;  but  he  was  willing  it  should 
again  be  investigated,  and  therefore  withdrew 
his  own  motion  to  print  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Bd  wards. 

Mr.  SANFORn  thought  a  matter  of  so  much  im- 
portance should  *be  referred  to  a  committee  com- 
posed of  a  member  from  each  State ;  that  is,  twen- 
ty-four members. 

This  motion  was  rejected  almost  unanimously, 
and  a  committee  of  seren  members  was  ordered. 

Mr.  McArtbur  moved  that  the  committee  be 
appointed  by  ballot,  instead  of  by  the  Speaker ; 
which  motion  was  also  negatived. 

Messrs.  Floyd,  Livinqston,  Webster,  Ran- 
dolph, Taylor,  McArthor,  and  Owen,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

On  motion^  the  committee  were  then  empow- 
ered to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane  the  previous  orders 
of  the  day  were  dispensed  with,  and  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
^  makine  appropriations  for  conipleting  the  sev- 
eral fortifications  of  the  United  States — ^Mr.  La- 
THROP  in  the  Chair. 

In  relation  to  the  appropriation  of  $125,000,  for 
the  fort  at  Mobile  Point,  Mr.  Cocke  called  for  fur- 
ther explanation,  which  was  given  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Lane, Mr.  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  Owen  of  Ala- 
bama. 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  change  the  appropria- 
tion of  $50,000  from  Fort  Favette,  in  New  York 
harbor^  to  the  projected  work  on  New  Utrecht 
Point,  in  the  same  harbor ;  and  supported  the  mo- 
tion by  giving  a  statement  of  the  circumstancea 
bearing  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  amendment,  as  going  to 
authorize  a  new  fortification,  before  those  already 
commenced  were  finished. 

Mr.  Hamilton  spoke  in  reply,  and  defended  the 
propriety  and  necessity  of  erecting  the  work  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  McLane  confirmed  the  same  view,  and 
explained  the  connexion  of  the  proposed  fort  with 
the  general  plan  of  defence. 

Mr.  Sharpe  stated  some  further  facto,  and 
contended  that  the  proposed  fortification,  as  a 
necessary  defence  to  Fort  Lafayette,  was  not  a 
new  measure,  but  only  completing  what  was  al- 
ready begun. 

Mr.  CocKB  again  urged  his  objections,  and  was 
replied  to  by  Mr.  CAMBRSLEMoandMr.McLANB. 


Mr.  Cobb  thought  that  a  clause  in  an  appro- 
priation bill  was  not  the  mode  in  which  Conmsi 
should  express  its  will  for  the  extension  of  the 
plan  of  defence;  and  that  the  size  and  location 
of  the  several  fortresses  should  be  designated  by 
law  before  money  was  appropriated  for  building 
them. 

Mr.  McLane  replied,  and  Mr.  Cobb  explained, 
and  enforced  the  {pounds  he  had  taken,  and  Mr. 
Hamilton  spoke  in  reply. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Mc- 
Lane'b  motion,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
85  to  45. 

Mr.  McLane  movc^d  further  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  inserting  a  clause  to  appropriate,  for  the  grad- 
ual armament  of  the  fortifications,  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Hamilton  supported  this  amendment. 
He  stated  that  a  bill  to  this  eflfect,  appropriating  a 
lamr  amountt  had  passed  the  Senate,  and  was 
referred  to  a  committee  of  this  House.  That 
committee  had  agreed  not  to  press  the  passage 
of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  provided  the  amend- 
ment, now  proposed,  were  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Cobb  and  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  ^irere  op- 
posed to  the  incorporation  of  this  appropriation 
with  the  bill  now  before  the  House,  desiring  that 
it  should  be  separately  presented. 

Mr.  Hamilton  replied. 

Mr.  Reeb,  of  Massachusetts,  made  some  re- 
marks in  reference  to  the  prices  which  had  been 
heretofore  given  for  cannon,  and  the  means  which 
ought  to  be  taken  for  procuring  them. 

Mr.  McLane  said,  he  did  not  particularly  wish 
to  press  the  subject  on  the  House  at  this  time. 
He  therefore  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  McL.  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
inserting  an  appropriation  for  certain  improve- 
ments to  be  made  in  the  buildings  attached  to  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point.  This  amend- 
ment was  rejected — 37  to  72. 

Mr.  Stewart  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting an  appropriation  for  surveying  the  route 
of  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  the  Chesa- 

g«ke  with  the  Ohio,  and  of  the  Ohio  with  Lake 
rie,  9^,000.  Mr.  S.  read  an  extract  from  the  late 
Message  of  the  President  to  prove  the  propriety  of 
this  amendment 

Messrs.  Mercer  and  Vance,  of  Ohio,  opposed 
this  appropriation  ;  and  Mr.  Stewart  spoke  again 
in  support  of  it  The  amendment  was  rejected, 
without  a  division. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  FoRWAao  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Thursday  next,  ask  the  House  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee or  the  Whole,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  bill  ^  imposing  a  tax  on  sales  at  auction.'' 

Mr.  CROWNiNeBiBLogavenotice,that  he  should, 
to-morrow,  ask  the  House  to  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to 
provide  for  building  ten  additional  sloops  of 
war." 

The  House  then  adjourned. 
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Tdesoat,  April  SO. 

Mr.  Pi<nMBR,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Commiuee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *<  An  act  to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district  court  in  the 
district  of  Missouri,"  reported  the  same  without 
ameodmeot,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
lime  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John 
Top,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief;  which 
ivas  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  L*oNo  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  riz : 

JUsokfttL  That  the  Postmstter  Oenen!  be  requested 
to  Uj  before  this  House  a  statement  of  all  the  pott 
routes  now  established,  not  included  in  his  statement 
of  oDproductive  post  routes  already  submitted  to  the 
Hooea ;  together  with  a  statement  of  the  amount  paid 
lor  the  transportation  of  the  mail  on  each  route,  the 
namber  of  mails  on  eaeh  route  per  week»  and  the 
mnioant  of  profits  arbing  from  each  one.  Ako,  the 
amonnt  thai  would  be  aaved  by  discontinuing  certain 
aoprod active  routes,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads ; 
likewiae,  the  amount  that  might  be  saved  by  having 
one  mail  instead  of  tvo,  on  all  routes  whejv  there  are 
now  two  mails  a  week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  a  committee  was 
appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House  to  join  such 
committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to 
examine  and  report  what  business  ought  to  be 
acted  upon  at  the  present  session ;  and,  also,  at 
wrhat  time  the  session  may  be  closed,  by  the  ad- 
journment of  the  two  Houses — ^Messrs.  Taylor, 
McLanb  of  Delaware,  Forsyth,  Rankin,  and 
CAMPBBtiL  of  Ohio,  were  appointed  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  CuBHMAN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz: 

MeMoivedt  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Msans 
be  inatrocted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedienej  of  laying 
a  duty  on  stilis»  or  on  spirits  distilled  from  foreign  and 
domestic  materials,  within  the  United  Btatee. 

The  resolution  was  read  ;  and^  on  the  question. 
Will  the  House  now  consider  itt  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Longfellow,  calling  on 
the  President  for  information  respecting  certain 
spoliations  on  our  commerce  by  French  cruisers, 
was  taken  up.  and,  baring  been  supported  by  Mr. 
L«.  in  a  few  observations,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Forsyth  suggested  that  the  same  infor- 
mation had  been  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  but,  afterwards  withdrew  that  objection 
to  the  resolve,  which  finally  passed  nem,  con. 

A  Meuage  was  receivea  from  the  President 
or  THE  United  States,  as  follows: 

To  the  H<m»e  of  RepreunUUives  of  the  United  Stata: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  18th  instant,  requesting  a  de- 
tailed account  of  the  disbuiasment  of  the  tumt  appio- 
priatod  by  the  acu  of  the  30th  April,  1818,  and  of  the 
3d  March,  1819,  for  making  certain  improvements  in 


the  grounds  eoanected  with  the  public  olBcee  and  the 
President's  house,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  C^m- 
missionsr  of  the  Public  Buildings,  whioh  contains  the 
information  desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WASBiasToir,  April  18,  1834. 

The  Speaker,  by  leave,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Amelia  Eugenia  de  la  Rue,  heiress  of  M. 
De  Beaumarchais,  in  relation  to  her  claim  for 
repayment  of  moneys  advanced  by  her  late  father 
for  the  service  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Tatlob  expressed  a  hope  that  the  memo- 
rial would  receive  the  early  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Tdcker,  of  Virginia,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  papers  in  relation 
to  this  claim,  after  some  observations  on  its  im- 
portance, gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Tuesday 
next,  call  up  the  consideration  of  the  committee's 
report  on  the  subject. 

INDIAN  RESERVATION. 

The  resolution^  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.Moou, 
of  Alabama,  calling  for  certain  information  from 
the  War  Department,  in  relation  to  an  Indian  res- 
ervation, was  taken  up.  Mr.  M.  said  it  was 
doubtless  expected  of  him  to  assign  some  reasons 
for  the  call  on  the  War  Department  for  the  infor- 
mation sought  by  the  resolution,  which  he  should 
endeavor  to  give  in  as  concise  a  manner  as  possi- 
ble. It  will  be  recollected,  said  he,  that  soma 
time  since,  a  petition  of  the  said  Qeorge  Harlini 
alluded  to  in  the  resolution,  was  presented,  setting 
forth  that  he  held,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  alluded 
to,  a  reservation  of  640  acres  of  land ;  that,  in  the 
location  of  this  reservation,  for  the  want  of  better 
knowledge  of  the  geography  of  the  country,  he 
committed  an  error  in  its  location,  and  did  not 
cover  the  land  he  designed,  and  asked  the  liberty 
of  changing  its  location  to  a  more  favorite  and 
valuable  tract.  A  bill,  embracing  the  prayer  of 
his  petition,  has  been  reported,  and  is  now  on  file. 
Since  it  was  so  reported,  I  have  received  several 
communications  from  gentlemen  of  the  first  stand- 
ing and  respectability  in  the  county  and  neigh- 
borhood where  this  reservation  is  situated,  remon- 
strating, in  the  strongest  terms,  against  the  pro- 
priety of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  stating,  among 
other  objections,  that  the  tract  of  land  which  the 
petitioner  wishes  to  obtain  has  been  made  more 
valuablie  by  means  of  the  labor  and  improvements 

E laced  upon  it  by  unfortunate  settlers,  and  the 
igh  state  of  cultivation  it  has  been  put  in,  to- 
gether with  the  accidental  circumstance  of  the 
establishment  of  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  countv 
immediately  on  its  borders.  It  is  also  intimated, 
sir,  that  this  idea  of  a  mistake  and  wish  to  change 
the  location  has  originated  in  speculative  motives. 
Now,  sir,  that  we  may  have  all  the  light  and 
information  of  which  the  subject  is  'susceptible, 
and  act  understandingly,  and  be  enabled  to  do 
justice  to  the  present  occupants,  who,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  are  more  entitled  to  our  sym- 
pathies than  an  Indian,  I  have  proposed  the  reso- 
lution calling  upon  the  proper  department  for  all 
the  information  in  relation  to  the  transaction,  and 
hope,  sir,  it  will  be  acceptable  to  the  House  to 
adopt  it.    The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
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ADDRESS  OF  NINIAN  EDWARDB. 
Mr.  F0B8YTH  submitted  the  foUowiDg  resolu- 
tion for  adoption  bf  the  House : 

Re9oktdt  That  the  Pretident  be  officitlty  informed 
that  tbif  Honte  has  ordered  an  invefUgation  of  the 
memorial  presented  to  this  House  on  the  16th  instant, 
by  N.  Edwsrds,  Istely  sppointed  Minister  to  Mexico ; 
that  the  said  N.  Edwards  may  be  instructed  not  to 
leave  the  United  States  before  that  inTestigation  has 
taken  place. 

The  question  of  consideration  of  this  motion 
beinff  called  for,  (a  previous,  but  not  usual  ques- 
tion,; was  taken ;  and  there  were :  for  consid- 
ering the  motion  61 ;  against  considering  it  84. 

So  the  House  refused  now  to  consider  the  pro]H 
osition, 

Mr.  MooRE,  of  Alabama,  then  rose,  and  said 
that,  connected  with  the  subject,  he  would  take 
occasion  to  say,  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Flotd)  was  absent  from  the  House  this 
niorning  when  that  part  of  the  Journal  was  read 
which  announces  the  names  of  the  persons  ap- 
pointed on  the  committee  to  consider  the  memo- 
rial of  Mr.  Edwards.  As  he  beiiered  that,  from 
considerations  of  delicacy,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  would  not  wish  to  be  a  member  of  the 
committee,  Mr.  M.  took  this  mode  of  apprizing 
him  of  the  fact,  that  he  might  bare  an  opportu- 
nity of  asking  to  be  excused  from  serring  upon  it. 

Mr.  Floyd  rose,  and  requested  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  if  ois  allusion  was  to  him,  to  re- 
peat his  statement.  Mr.  M.  accordingly,  in  sub- 
stance, repeated  his  statement. 

Mr.  Floyd  then  said  that,  in  a  case  of  delicacy 
eoneeming  him,  (Mr.  F.,)  he  had  hoped  that  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  was  the  last  man  in 
this  nation  to  undertake  to  make  suggestions,  and 
he  did  not  think  his  doing  so  showed  any  delicacy 
on  his  (Mr.  M.'s)  part.  I  am,  said  Mr.  F.,  the 
-sufficient  judge  of  my  conduct  in  such  a  case. 
Perhaps  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  mav  be 
Bcquamted  with  some  circumstances  of  the  A.  B^ 
Plot,  so  called  in  the  discussion  last  Winter,  and 
sabsequently.  If  I  know  any  thing  of  myself, 
howerer,  I  am  capable  of  doing  Justice  to  erery 
indiridoal  in  this  nation,  whose  conduct  may  be 
presented  to  me,  in  my  official  capacity^  for  ex- 
amination. When  a  specific  charge  is  made 
aninst  a  public  officer,  after  the  friends  of  that 
officer,  and  myself  by  name,  hare  been  called 
upon,  through  that  paper  which  is  the  channel  of 
erery  thing  but  truth,  to  propose  an  inrestigation, 
I  thought  It  became  peculiarly  my  doty  to  inres- 
tigate  the  charge.  What  I  think  of  tne  accuser 
in  private  life  is  for  me  to  consider,  and  does  not 
touch  my  public  duty.  Mr.  F.  here  alluded  to  a 
friend  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  (as  we 
understood  him,)  who  had  for  sereral  sqccesstve 
sessions  called  upon  this  House  for  the  impeach-' 
ment  of  a  judge,  whom,  it  seemed,  he  had  pre- 
riously  attempted  to  bribe,  &e. ;  and  here,  he  said, 
were  charges  one,  two,  and  three,  asserting  cer« 
tain  accusations  against  the  Secretary,  and  call- 
ing for  an  inrestigation.  This,  surely,  was  suffi- 
cient reason  for  an  investigation  being  pressed  by 
those  tho^  csHpd  iinnn.    Thederil  htmKelf  m'«rht 


prefer' charffes  here — it  would  not  change  oar 
opinion  of  toat  personage— but  it  would  sorely  be 
a  particiilar  reason  for  an  inrestigation  by  those 
wao  are  implicated.  So  far  as  the  ffeotlemu 
from  Alabama  is  conceroedy  said  Mr.  F.,  perbtps 
there  may  be  other  reasons  for  consulting  motiTes 
of  delicacy.  When  I  do  want  suggestions  of  that 
sort,  I  should  think  rery  differently  of  myself  from 
what  I  hare  been  accustomed  to  do,  were  I  to  be 
obliged  to  go  to  him  for  them. 

The  Spbakeb  said  there  was  no  qoestioii  before 
the  House,  and  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleou 
from  Alabama  baring  been  made  and  aoswered, 
the  conrersation  most  drop. 

Mr.  MooBB  then  rose,  and  mored  that  the  m- 
tleman  from  Virginia  should  be  excused  uon 
serving  on  the  committee. 

The  question  of  consideration  being  called  01 
this  motion,  the  mover  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  MooBB  then  asked  to  make  a  remark  ioR> 
ply  to  Mr.  Flotd  ;  but  the  Spbakbb  deelsrcd  i'> 
to  be  out  of  order.  Mr.  Moobb  wished  to  knov 
if  it  would  be  in  order  to  ask  leare  of  the  Hook 
to  speak  in  reply  ?    The  Spbakbb  thought  dol 

Mr.  MooBB  then  renewed  his  motion,  in  the 
following  words,  with  a  riew  in  this  way  to  hare 
an  opportunity  of  addressing  the  House. 

Rtaohedt  Thst  Johv  Flotd,  a  member  of  tbu 
House,  be  ezcased  from  serTing  oa  the  committM  if 
pointed  yesterdsy,  on  the  subject  of  the  memoriti  of 
Ntnisn  Edwards. 

The  question  being  taken  on  considering  tbi^ 
motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  atfflO»t 
unanimously ;  and  so  this  matter  ended. 

FORTIFICATION  BILU 

The  ameDdroenls  yesterday  reported  by  the 
CommiUee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  makiag  ip- 
propriatioBs  for  ereeting  foHificatioDs  were  r«i 

The  House  agreed  to  the  sereral  ameodmeots. 
with  the  exception  of  that  which  substituted  some 
other  words  for  the  term  fscoimowwwe. 

Mr.  CooKB  mored  to  strike  out  the  aMVoprit* 
tion  of  950,000  for  a  fmrtiicatioD  on  Nsmgu- 
sett  bay.  He  objected  to  the  ffeneial  policy  •f 
erecting  insulated  fortifications  tor  the  defence  of 
single  towns.  He  thought  that  the  strength  of  the 
Gorernment  ought  to  be  deroted  to  seeurins  two 
or  three  great  pomts,  such  as  New  York,  the  Ches- 
apeake, and  the  Mississippi ;  and  he  called  npoa 
the  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  foe  is* 
formation  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Hamiltoic  replied,  and  went  into  an  illu'- 
tration,  at  some  length,  of  the  present  system  01 
exterior  defence  to  which  the  bill  had  reference. 

Mr.  DuRFEE,  of  Rhode  Island,  succeeded,  tfd 
replied  to  the  objections  of  the  gjentleman  from 
Tennessee,  supporting  his  observations  by  eztrtcb 
from  the  reports  of  the  Commissioners  of  ^ 
Nary,  stating  the  importance  of  Narragtoxtt 
bay  as  a  rendezrous  for  the  Nary.  He  eootended 
that  its  fortification  was  a  natioBal,  and  not  a 
merely  local  object.  He  showed  its  ralue  to  to 
enemy,  and  quoted  aM^orities  to  show  that  the 
British  were  well  aware  of  the  importance  of 
this  point  on  our  co1w^ 
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Mr.  CoGKB  replied.  His  obeer^ations,  he  said, 
had  Dot  had  any  exeiasire  reference  to  this  point, 
Imt  to  the  general  system  on  which  the  Go?em- 
ment  eeemed  to  be  acting,  bat  which  had  never 
been  sabmitted  to,  or  affirmed  by,  the  judgment 
of  this  House.  He  should  oppose  the  appropria- 
tion till  that  system  had  been  rally  explained,  and 
the  House  had  had  an  opportunity  to  approve  or 
condema  it. 

Mr.  DuRFEE  rejoined,  and  farther  referred  to 
docmneDts  in  sopport  of  the  expediency  of  the 
appropriation. 

Mr.  Stcwart  opposed  the  appropriation  for 
ahis  fort,  on  accoant  of  the  time  and  the  manner 
in  whieh  it  was  asked  for.  He  would  rote  to 
complete  such  works  as  are  begun,  but  for  no  new 
^worka,  until  the  whole  system  is  exhibited,  and 
Congress  can  determine  how  far  it  is  proper  to  go 
in  its  adoption.  He  advocated  at  large,  as  a  pref- 
erable system  of  defence,  the  adoption  of  canals 
along  the  seaboard,  and  wished  that  both  these 
systems  should  be  submitted  to  Congress.  He 
abo  referred  to  the  larire  contributions  of  the 
Western  States  for  the  defence  of  the  seaboard. 

Mr.  Farrblly,  in  reply,  advocated  the  propri- 
ety of  the  present  fortification,  and  of  forts  in 
^oeral,  as  a  suitable  sopport  to  the  exertions  of 
militia  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  refened 
to  the  history  of  the  late  war  for  confirmation  of 
the  correctness  of  his  position. 

fiAc.  Bartlbtt  rose  in  rroly  to  Mr.  Stewart, 
and  condemned  the  strain  of  some  of  bis  remarks, 
as  referring  exclusively  to  the  interests  of  the 
Wesu  He  noticed  the  objections  made  to  the  ap- 
propriation, which,  he  contended,  did  not  apply  to 
It.  The  present  fort  might  be  erected  without 
pledging  ttie  country  to  any  general  extension  of 
the  system  of  defence,  by  means  of  fortifications. 
He  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  this  point  as  one 
neeeasarv  to  be  defended. 

Mr.  McArtbitr  wished  for  further  information 
as  to  the  total  cost  of  the  fortifications  contem- 
plated for  protecting  Narragansett  bay. 

Mr.  McLamb  replied,  and  gave  a  general  ac- 
cotiot  of  the  contemplated  system  of  defence.  He 
wrent  into  an  extended  expoeition  of  the  impor- 
tance and  necessity  of  the  fortification  now  asked 
for  ;  he  stated  the  capacity  of  the  cooutry  ^ner- 
ally  to  sustain  the  expeastsof  defending  itself; 
and  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  declared  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  prospect  of  its  finances,  the 
national  debt  will  be  extinguished  by  theyear  1832, 
eren  allowing  for  any  diminution  occasioned  for 
a  time  by  the  proposed  tarifil 

Mn  Wood,  of  New  York,  supported  the  appro-, 
priatioa  in  a  short  speech. 

Mr.  Traot  was  opposed  to  the  measure,  which 
he  did  not  think  warranted  by  the  finances  of  the 
eooDtry.  He  was  of  opinion  that  we  are  going 
too  far  and  too  fast  in  tnese  appropriations. 

Mr.  FotArER  replied  to  the  gentleman  last  up, 
conn  batted  the  several  objections  which  had  been 
adraacedy  and  contended  that  this  was  a  proper 
time  to  commence  the  fortifications  in  Rhode 
island. 

Mr.  DoBFSE  corrected  what  he  considered  to-be 


a  misstatement  of  Mr.  Tract,  on  the  expenses  of 
the  general  system. 

Mr.  Ross,  intending' to  vote  against  the  appro- 
priation, stated  the  views  that  would  govern  him, 
and  he  adverted  to  the  misapplication  of  part  of 
the  moneys  heretofore  appropriated  for  fortifica- 
tions of  importance  superior  to  that  now  in  ques- 
tion, dbc. 

Mr.  Tbacy  explained,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Dorpbe, 
and  further  insisted  on  the  views  he  had  formerly 
expressed. 

Mr.  Cobb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Cocke  now  modified  his  amendment,  so  as 
to  strike  out,  also,  the  appropriation  for  a  fort  on^ 
New  Utrecht  Point,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  motion, 
and  adverted  to  the  experience  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  as  showing  the  necessity  of  such  a 
fortification.  He  insisted  that  it  was  sound  econ- 
omy to  put  up  these  forts ;  great  interests  were 
jeopardized  by  admitting  the  erection  of  these  de- 
fences, and  double  expense  incurred  for  an  ineffi>- 
cient  defence  by  militia. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  in  a  short  speech, 
advocated  the  striking  out. 

Mr.  Sbarpb  replied.  He  thought  these  forts 
could  not  be  commenced  a  day  too  soon.  If  New 
York  and  Rhode  Island  were  not  thought  worth 
protecting,  he  should  vote  against  the  whole  bill. 
On  the  requisition  of  Mr.  S.  the  question  was  di- 
vided, and  being  first  on  striking  out  the  appro- 
priation for  Narragansett  bay — 

Mr.  Tbimble  said  he  had  no  objection  to  these 
appropriations,  provided  the  whole  amount  grant- 
ed this  year  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  fortifica- 
tions, did  not  exceed  $500,000.  The  haste  with 
which  the  system  had  heretofore  been  pursued  had 
brought  tl^  nation  to  loans,  and  to  postponing  the 
payment  of  the  public  creditors,  lie  thought  that 
It  would  be  sufficient  for  the  present  year  to  buy 
the  land  for  these  forts. 

Mr.  Wood  replied,  and  dwelt  on  the  necessity 
for  fortifications.  In  the  late  war,  the  nation  had 
paid  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand  mi- 
litia, besides  her  regulars.  With  sufl&oient  forts, 
twenty^six  thousand  would  hav^  done  as  mach. 
Money  applied  wisely  in  defence,  was  the  best 
means  of  preventing  the  augmentation  of  the  pub- 
lic debt. 

Mr.  AllbRj  of  Maasachosetts,  was  opposed  to 
the  appropriauoo.  He  discussed  the  meriu  of  the 
general  system  devised  for  fortifications,  which 
he  thought  was  going  beyond  the  resources  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  MoLane,  of  Delaware,  again  rose,  and  re- 
plied to  the  objections  ur^ed  in  rarious  parts  of 
the  House,  and  ma^  a  variety  of  explanations  on 
the  subject  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  a  lew  words  in-  reply  to  Mr. 
Wood,  on  the  expenees  of  the  last  war,  as  arising 
not  from  the  want  of  forts,  dbc,  but  of  sufficient 
roads,  and  other  conveniences  for  the  movement 
of  troops. 

Mr.  Hamilton  advocated  the  appropriation, 
and  went  at  large  into  a  defence  of  the  system  of 
permanent  fortifications,  of  which  this  was  a  part. 
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.  Cobb  remarked  on  the  present  state  of  the 
nal  funds,  and  contended  that  the  balance  now 
s  Treasury  was  almost  all  liable  to  be  drawn 
)y  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
mply  with  the  natioual  engagements. 
te  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
ppropriation  for  the  fort  at  Narraganset  Bay, 
Jecided  in  the  negative — yeas  62,  nays  120, 
Hows : 

EAs — Mesin.  Abbot,  Bartlej,  Beeeher,  BUir, 
n,  Buchanan,  Back,  Buckner,  Campball  of  Ohio, 
,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Culp«por.  Day,  Edwards 
irth  Carolina,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecti- 
Gazlay,  Gist,  Henry,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  F. 
ion,  Kramer,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Long,  McAr- 

McCoy,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mattack, 
30,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of 
ucky,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of 

Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Ross,  Saao- 
Sandford,  Slnane,  Spaigbt,  Standefer,  Stewart, 

Thompson  of  Georgia^  Tracy,  Vance  of  North 
ina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Warfield,  WhitUesey,  White, 
:liflre,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North 
ina,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  Wilson  of  Ohio, 
tVright. 

lts — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Al- 
ii' Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tenneasee,  Allison, 
er,  Baylies.  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Bar- 

Bartlett,  Bassett,  Bradley,  Brack,  Burton,  Cady, 
t>releng,  Carter,  Caasedy,  Clark,  Collins,  Condict, 
,  Crafla,  Craig,  Cxowninshield,  Coshman,  Cuth- 
Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Ellis,  Farrelly, 
)  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Fuller,  Garnett, 
n,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Harvey,  Harden, 
vard,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hoge- 
«  Hooks,  Houston,  Isacks,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Kent, 
er,  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Lincoln,  Litchfield, 
s,  Livermore,  Livingston.  Locke,  Longfellow,  Mc- 
c,  McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Man- 
Mallary,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of 
land,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan.  Neale,  Nel- 
Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hamp- 
,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Richards,  Rives,  Scott,  Sharpe, 
y,  Arthur  Smith,  Alex'r  Smyth,  William  Smith, 
ce.  Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  Stoddard,  Strong, 
1,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker 
>uth  Carolina,  Tyson,  Udree,   Van  Renaseiaer, 

Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman, 
tams  of  New  York,  Henry  Wilson,  Wood,  and 
(is. 

r.  Cocke  then  withdrew  the  residue  of  his 
Qdment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
led  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow, 
ad  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Wedneboay,  April  21. 

r.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
>f  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
f  of  Archibald  Clarke;  which  was  read 
e,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
)le. 

r.  McLanb,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
;h  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
l  '^An  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  ware- 
e  at  the  quarantine  ground,  near  the  English 
3,  in  the  State  of  Loubiana,  and  for  the  erec- 


tion of  a  dweUing-hodse  at  the  Balize,  in  said 
State,  for  the  use  of  the  boarding  officer  at  thai 
place ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  reix>rted  tbe  same 
without  amendment  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  same  cooamitlee,  to 
which  was  referred  (be  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckel, 
of  Philadelphia," reported  thesame  withootamend- 
ment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Cooimittee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  of  this 
House,  for  the  relief  of  the  same  individual. 

Mr.  WiLUAMS,  of  North  CaroltiMi,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  iur  the  re- 
lief of  Thaddeus  May  hew,"  reported  the  saint 
with  an  amendment;  and  the  bill  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Tbe  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz :  "A 
bill  in  addition  to  the  acts  relatire  to  the  election 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States ;"  also,  a  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  William 
Duane,"  were  twice  read  and  referred. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  a  bill  from 
this  House  concerning  inTalid  penaioiiers,  was  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (ayes  69,  noes  54,)  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Crown iNSBiELO  mored  to  take  np  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  baiiding  of  aa 
additional  number  of  sloops  of  war.  The  ques- 
tion being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negatire, 
ayes  69,  noes  71.    The  Committee  then  rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Hotiae  then 
went  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  the  bill 
"  supplementary  to  an  act  pcoriding  for  the  cor- 
rection of  errors  in  the  entry  of  lands  at  the  land 
offices." 

The  bill  was  read.  On  motion  of  Mr.  RAXKiXy 
it  was  slightly  amended  in  the  1st  section. 

The  question  being  on  rising  and  reporting  the 
bill,  a  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Rakkih,  of 
Mississippi,  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Cook,  of  Illinois, 
McCoT,  McLean,  of  Ohio,  SANOFoan,  of  Ten- 
nessee, CoNWAT,  of  Arkansas,  and  Hbhbt,  of 
Kentucky,  took  part. 

Several  farther  amendments  proposed  to  the 
bill  were  rejected,  and  the  bill  was  rqiorted  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Wbittlebbt,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Captaia 
Thomas  Staniford,"  re]>orted  the  same  with  aa 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  ihe  Whole. 

Mr.  NE\poN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, who  were  instructed  on  the  12th  instant^ 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  modifying  or 
amending  the  act  for  enrolling  and  licensing  ships 
or  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade 
or  fisheries,  and  regulate  the  samO)  sons  to  exempt 
all  vessels  and  boats  employed  in  naTigating  the 
canals  in  the  State  of  New  York,  from  the  neces- 
sity of  being  enrolled  or  licensed,  and  from  the 
payment  of  tonnage  dntiesi  reported,  that  it  is  in- 
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expedient  so  to  modify  or  amend  the  raid  acts; 
wuch  report  was  read  and  coocurred  in  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
X)rted  a  bill  to  allow  the  bounty  to  vessels  em- 
iJoyed  in  the  cod  fisheries,  in  certain  cases ;  which 
iras  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
)f  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  Committee  of 
W^ays  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  act  or  the  pre- 
wQt  session,  authoriziog  the  executors  of  John  B. 
Mebane  to  collect  certain  arrears  of  tax,  as  to 
authorize  the  said  executors  to  collect  arrears  of 
internal  duties. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  hill  of  this  House, 
entitled  ''An  act  concerning  the  invalid  pension- 
ert,"  with  an  amendment.  They  have  also  passed 
a  lull,  entitled  '*An  act  in  addition  to  the  acts  re- 
lative to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  ;'^  and  a  bill,  entitled 
'^Ao  act  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  WiUiam  Duane  ;*' 
and  a  joint  resolution  fixing  the  time  for  an  ad- 
joaroment  of  Congress ;  in  which  amendments, 
two  bills  last  mentioned  and  rosolutioo,  the  Sen- 
ate ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  District  Court 
ia  the  District  of  Missouri^'^was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Spbaksr  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  President  of  the  Washington  Canal  Company, 
of  their  receipts  and  expenditures,  during  the  last 
year,  made  in  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  their 
charter;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Long,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Mebane,as  to  include 
in  its  provisions,  internal  duties  as  well  as  direct 
taxes,  to  be  collected  by  his  executors. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
The  resolution  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Long, 
on  the  subject  of  post  routes,  was  taken  up.    He 
explained  the  object  of  the  resolution,  which  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  in  a  few 
remarks. 

,  Mr.  LoNO  then  modified  his  resolution  by  omit- 
ting all  but  the  following : 

**  Ruolved,  That  the  Postmsster  Qeneral  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  the  amount 
tbat  would  be  saved  by  discontinuing  certain  unpro- 
dnctiTe  roQtesi  as  proposed  by  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads ;  like- 
visB  the  amount  that  might  be  saved  by  having  one 
Bail  instead  of  two,  on  all  routes  where  there  are  now 
two  miila  e  week." 

Mr.  Cocke  and  Mr.RsEn  opposed  theresolation, 
and,  at  the  motion  of  Mr.  McCot,  it  was  laid  on 
ihe  table. 

ADDRESS  OP  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 
Mr.  McDoFFic  offered  the  following : 
**  Retohed,  That  tha  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed 
to  faraiah  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  with  a 
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copy  of  the  memorial  of  Ninian  Edwards,  recently 
presented  to  the  House,  oontsiniog  certain  charges 
against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

Mr.  McDuFFiB  said^  that  he  regretted  that  the 
subject  had  been  presented  to  the  House  at  all ; 
but,  since  it  had,  he  thought  the  facts  should  be 
submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
that  he  might  take  such  course  as  he  may  deeoa 
proper  in  this  matter,  it  being  a  dispute  between 
nis  own  officers. 

Mr.  Saunobrs  accorded  in  the  propriety  of  the 
resolution,  and  suggested  an  amendment,  that  the 
President  be  informed  of  the  organization  of  a 
committee,  by  this  House,  to  investigate  the  case. 
This  course,  he  said,  would  not  surprise  the  Pre- 
sident If  the  President  should  choose  to  recall  Mr« 
Edwards,  be  would  have  it  in  his  power  to  do  so. 
He  might  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  course  of 
Mr.  Edwards  was  not  the  same  as  that  pursued 
towards  Mr.  Hamilton,  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  1794.  Mr.  Giles  called  for  mforma- 
tion,  and  boldly  offered  and  supported  his  motioi^ 
and  did  not  throw  charges  into  the  House,  ana 
leave  them  to  pursue  them  if  they  could.  The 
same  course  ought  to  have  been  piursued  by  Mr. 
Edwards  in  this  case,  instead  of  which  he  has  de- 
parted hence  on  his  way  to  a  foreign  station,  and 
thrown  his  charges  back  upon  those  he  has  left 
behind. 

Mr.  Webbtbr  said,  he  hoped  he  might  be  ex- 
cused for  making  a  single  ^mark,  without  goinr 
farther.  It  was  obvious  that  the  coounittee,  which 
had  been  appointed,  bad  no  time  to  make  any 
progress  in  mvestigating  the  charges  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, at  this  session.  He  hoped  the  House  had 
confidence  enouffb  in  the  committee  to  agree  to 
the  motion  he  ^ould  now  make,  which  was,  to 
defer  acting  upon  this  motion  until  to-morrow 
morning.  With  this  view,  Mr.  W.  moved  that 
the  motion  lie  on  the  table. 

This  course  was  agreed  to,  without  a  division^ 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  fortifications  of  the  United  States,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  in- 
structions so  to  amend  it,  as  to  reduce  the  total 
sum  appropriated  for  the  present  year  to  $400,000 1 
and  supported  the  motion  by  a  speech,  in  which 
he  insisted  that  the  system  of  defence,  to  which 
this  bill  has  reference,  had  never  been  adopted  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  mieht 
have  been  desired  by  one  of  the  Departments,  but 
had  received  no  sanction  from  Congress.  He 
wished  to  have  the  whole  system  spread  out  be- 
fore the  House,  and  to  know  its  form  and  extent. 
He  at  present  knew  little  or  nothing  about  it — and 
he  should  oppose  all  appropriations,  at  least  for 
new  works,  until  Congress  had  opportunity  to 
investigate  and  decide  upon  the  eligibility  of  the 
general  plan. 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
sUiking  out  400,000  and  inserting  500,000. 

Mr.  Cobb  spoke  in  explanation. 
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Mr.  Little  replied,  and  adrocated  the  propri- 
ety aod  necejjsiry  of  permaDent  works  of  defence. 
Durine  the  late  war,  more  money  had  been  ex- 
pended in  temporary  works^  now  useless,  than  all 
that  had  ^ince  been  appropriated  to  the  erection  of 
the  larffe  and  valuable  works  that  have  been  erect- 
ed. He  thought  in  the  present  state  of  the  Trea 
sury,  it  was  perfectly  proner  to  proceed  with  the 
system  of  defence  which  had  been  commenced. 

Mr.  Tracy,  advocated  the  amendment,  and 
contended  that,  in  general,  9^00,000  was  as  much 
as  could  advantageously  be  applied  to  this  object, 
within  a  year.  He  replied  to  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  drawn  from  the  last 
war,  which,  he  insisted,  would  go  to  show  the 
propriety  of  a  great  standing  Army,  and  an  im- 
mense Navy.  This  branch  of  expenditure  should 
be  restricted,  as  well  as  other  branches.  If  so  large 
a  sum  was  indispensable  for  Fort  Jackson,  and  the 
fortification  at  Mobile  Point,  let  it  be  taicen  from 
other  parts  of  the  plan.  If  these  sums  were  granted 
DOW,  more  would  probably  be  asked  for  next 
year,  dbe. 

Mr.  Owen  spoke  in  reply — and  contended  that 
it  was  bad  economy  to  grant  the  sums  necessary 
for  completing  these  works,  in  such  small  parts 
at  a  time,  as  to  delay  their  completion,  and  expose 
what  was  already  done  to  loss  and  injury,  by 
standing  still,  and  going  to  partial  decay,  &c. 

Mr.  Stbwart  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
Granting  9500,000  vfould  be  proceeding  as  we 
have  heretofore  done,  gradually  increasing  the 
sums  appropriated.  If  more  was  given,  it  would 
possibly  lead  to  a  wasteful  expenditure.  The  b^t 
preparation  for  war  was,  to  preserve  the  credit  of 
the  country,  and  reduce  its  debt. 

Mr.  Mbrcer  went  into  a  recapitulation  of  what 
bad  been  done  by  Government  in  relation  to  the 
plan  of  general  defence.  Congress  had  formerly 
thought  an  annual  appropriation  of  $800,000  ex- 
pedient. He  tbouffht  the  amount  should  approach 
that  sum  still  as  far  as  the  state  of  the  country 
and  of  the  Treasury  would  allow.  He  referred  to 
an  attempt,  once  made,  to  reduce  the  standing 
army  to  two  thousand  men.  General  Wasbing- 
ton  had  suggested,  as  an  amendment  to  this 
plan,  a  proviso  that  the  enemy  should  never  in- 
vade the  country  with  more  than  two  thousand 
men.  He  thought  a  similar  proviso  ought  now  to 
be  inserted:  that  no  nation  should  declare  war 
against  the  United  States  within  twenty  years; 
the  period  some  gentlemen  proposed  for  comple- 
ting the  defences  of  the  country.  Mr.  M.  ad- 
verted to  the  experience  of  the  last  war,  and 
stated  what  bad  happened  at  Norfolk.  He  con- 
aluded  that  the  interior  had  an  equal  interest  with 
all  other  parts  of  the  country  in  the  defence  of 
the  coast,  as  going  to  render  ie«s  necessary  the 
services  of  the  militia,  dbc. 

Mr.  Little  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Tracy  renewed  it,  and  Mr.  Cobb  accepted 
it  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  CoNOicT  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
striking  out  the  clause  for  instructing  the  com- 
mittee, and  leaving  the  question  simply  on  a  mo- 
lion  for  recommitment. 


Mr.  Cobb  objected  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  McLane  opposed  the  recommitment,  and 
stated  that  there  never  had  been  any  settled  rule 
or  ratio  of  appropriation  for  fortifications  deter- 
mined by  the  practice  of  the  House,  bat  the  sums 
voted  had  always  been  governed  by  the  exigency 
of  each  year.  He  went  into  a  history  of  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  which  had  been  made,  ex- 
plainea  the  ntcessity  of  the  present  appropriations, 
and  replied  to  some  of  the  objections  urgc^  against 
them. 

Mr.  Wood  opposed  the  notion  of  being  restrict- 
ed to  an  annual  sum  for  appropriations  for  this 
object.  The  object  of  expenditure  was  a  definite 
one,  but  how  much  should  be  given  in  each  year, 
must  depend  on  circumstances.  He  dwelt  on  the 
distress  on  the  coast  occasioned  by  the  approach 
of  an  enemy,  and  argued  that  this  was  the  chief 
danger  to  which  the  .country  was  exposed  in  war. 
He  stated  the  condition  of  New  Tork  harbor,  and 
reprobated  the  idea  of  abandoning  the  new  work 
proposed  for  its  defence.  The  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  aimed  at  an  abandonment 
of  the  system  of  defence  altogether. 

Mr.  Cobb  replied,  and  further  insisted  on  the 

? [round  he  had  before  taken;  and  he  read  extracts 
rom  documents  to  support  bis  argument.  He 
did  not  understand,  and  could  not  discover,  what 
was  the  plan  on  which  we  were  now  proceeding. 
No  war  was  impending;  and  he  thought  that 
Congress  was  not  bound  to  adopt  every  magnifi- 
cent scheme  that  should  be  suggested  by  any  De- 
partment of  the  Government.  He  saw  no  limit 
to  the  expenditure;  for  be  did  not  know'  where 
the  plan  stopped.  £very  extension  of  the  plan  of 
fortification,  necessarily  involved  an  increa.'ce  of 
the  Army,  and  a  proportional  augmentation  of 
the  national  expenses.  There  was  another  bill 
on  the  table  for  arming  the  fortresses.  If  both 
should  pass,  the  appropriation  this  year,  for  forti- 
fications, would  exceed  $700,000.  Once  begun, 
the  works  must  be  gone  on  with  and  completed. 
He  was  not  opposed  to  all  systems  of  defence,  but 
wished  that  Congress  should  have  the  modifica- 
tion of  the  system. 

Mr.  Fuller  thought  that  the  views  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  should  have  led  to  a  dilfer- 
ent  course.  He  was  surprised  he  would  attempt 
so  small  a  measure  as  the  cutting  off  9100,000 
from  an  appropriation  of  $600,000.  He  contend- 
ed that  the  system  had  been  laid  before  Congress 
in  a  series  of  reports,  and,  by  appropriations  there- 
on, Congress  had  given  it  so  much  nanction  as 
amounted  to  an  adoption  of  it.  He  insisted  that 
confidence  must  be  reposed  by  the  different  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  in  each  other,  and  by  a 
Congress  of  one  period  in  that  of  another.  He 
stated  the  caution  with  which  surveys  had  been 
made;  the  waste  and  loss  which  would  eosoe 
from  temporary  erections,  dbc.  The  appropria- 
tions had  been  continued,  by  the  good  sense  of 
this  House,  from  year  to  year,  and  he  hoped  this 
would  not  be  the  period  at  which  they  were  to  be 
suspended. 

Mr.  McCoy  went  into  a  history  of  what  bad 
already  been  done  by  Congress,  and  referred  to 
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the  useless  works  on  Daophin  Island;  the  loans 
which  became  necessary  from  too  great  expendi- 
tures oa  these  objects,  and  the  subsequent  reduc- 
lioQ  of  the  pablic  expenditures,  dec. ;  and  he  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
ieman  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  Ddrfeb  remonstrated,  at  some  length, 
igsiost  the  House  retracting  what  it  had  yester- 
erday  deliberately  done.  He  insisted  on  the 
irisdom  of  measures  of  defence  even  in  an  eeo- 
lomical  view,  and  particularly  on  the  expediency 
)f  the  measures  proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  McDuFPiB  declared  the  motion  now  offered 
0  be  the  same  which  the  House  bad  yesterday 
ejected  by  a  Tote  of  nearly  two  to  one,  tiz:  whe- 
faer  the  new  works  at  New  York  and  Rhode  Isl^ 
iDd  shall  be  commenced  7  He  trusted,  as  no  new 
irgument  had  been  adduced  to-day,  no  new  result 
rould  be  obtained. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  navs 
>Q  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb  to  recommit  the  bill, 
be.,  as  follows : 

Ybas — MeMVs*  Allen  of  Maarachutetts,  Beeeher, 
)rowa,  Buchanan,  Bock,  Bockoer,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
/uy,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Culpeper,  Edwardt  of 
*iorth  Carolina.  Fiodlay,  Foot  of  Connocticok,  For- 
yth,  Gttlin,  Gazlaj,  Hall,  Harris,  Henry,  Hooks, 
oboion  of  Virginia,  F.  Johnson,  Leftwich,  Letcher, 
lOogf,  AfcArthor,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Markley 
fatlack,  Mataoo,  Metcalfe,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Pat- 
rrioD  of  PenntyUania,  Patterion  of  Ohio,  Plamerof 
*ennsjUania,  Prince,  Rivet,  Rosa,  Sloans,  Arthur 
Imith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Spaight,  Standefer,  Test, 
'boffljMon  of  Georgia,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ioit,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North 
Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Whittle- 
ey,  White,  Wickliffe,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
ami  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina, 
Dd  Wrigbt-— 64. 

Nats — Meaars.  Adama,  Alliaon,  Archer,  Bayliea, 
'.  P.  fiarbonr,  Bartlett,  BarUdy,  Baasett,  Brack,  Cady, 
'ambrsleng,  Caaaedy,  Clark,  Collioa,  Condict,  Cook, 
)nft8,  Craig,  Cosfaman,  Durfee,  D  wight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  PennayUania,  Far  rally,  Foote  of  New 
'ork,  FoUor,  Garnett,  Gist,  Ourlay,  Hamilton,  Haxw 
ej,  Hajden,  Hay  ward,  Herricki  Herkimer,  Hoge« 
ooQ,  Holcombe»  Houston,  Isacka,  Jenkina,  Kent, 
adder,  Kremar*  Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Lincoln, 
<itcbfield,  Little,  Liviogaton,  Longfellow,  McDoffie, 
IcKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum,  Martindale, 
'lercer,  Mitchell  of  Pennaylvania,  Mitchell  of  Md., 
ioore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelaon,  Newton, 
>'Brieii,  Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
tsokio,  Reed,  Richards,  Rose,  Sannders,  Sandford, 
^ott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  William  Smith,  Spence,  Ster- 
og,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Strong, 
[win,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
*od,  Tomltnaon,  Tyson,  Udree,Van  Rensselaer,  Van 
V'yck,  W^yoe,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Wil- 
>ois  of  New  York,  Henry  Wilson,  Wood,  and 
Voods—103. 

The  qnestion  was  then  put,  Shall  the  bill  pass  ? 
t  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  fizinff  a 
ime  for  the  adjournment  of  Congress — Idth  May 
ext— was  twice  read.* 


Mr.  RosB  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  joint  commit- 
tee yesterday  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House 
to  determine  on  what  business  shall  be  taken  up 
at  the  present  session,  and  at  what  time  the  two 
Houses  shall  adjouro. 

Mr.  Allen  opposed  the  commitment,  remarked 
at  some  length  on  the  evil  of  prolonged  sessions 
of  Congress,  and  adverted  to  the  early  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress  of  1816,  when  a  compensation 
was  substituted  for  a  per  diem  allowance,  and  the 
arduous  duties  which  that  Congress  had  never- 
theless accomplished,  &.C. ;  and  he  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  commitment. 

Mr.  Wrioht  was  opposed  to  an  early  adjourn- 
ment, while  important  business  remained  undone, 
and  objected  to  a  decision  upon  the  resolution 
whilst  a  joint  committee,  appointed  to  consider  the 
subject,  bad  not  yet  reported,  &c. 

Mr.  McCoy  inquired  whether  it  was  in  order 
to  subject  a  resolution  from  the  other  House  to  a 
committee  consisting  in  part  of  members  of  the 
House  which  had  already  passed  upon  the  reso- 
lution. 

The  Chair  pronounced  it  to  be  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  commit-: 
ment,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Allison,  Areker,  Bartley,  Beechar, 
Breck,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Cary,  Cassedy,  Coudidt  CraAs,  Craig,  Dnr* 
fee,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Farrelly, 
Findlay,  Footo  of  New  York,  Frost,  Gatlin,  Oaxlay, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hayden,  Hayward,  Hemphill,  Henry, 
Holcombe,  Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  F.  Johnson, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence.  Lincoln,  Little,  Livermore, 
Livingston,  McArthnr,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Markley, 
Martindale,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of 
Pennaylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky, Newton,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson 
of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Richards, 
Rose,  Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharps,  Sloane,  Sterling, 
J.  Stephenson,  Stoddard,  Strong,  Swan,  Test,  Tod, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Vanee  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Warfield, 
Whittlesey,  White,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Hen* 
ry  Wilson,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wrtght--87. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aieicander  o{  Virginia,  Allen  of 
MassacbuaetU,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bas- 
sett.  Bock,  Buckner,  Cambreleng,  Carter,  Clark, 
Cocke,  Collins,  Conner,  Crowninsfaield,  Cushman, 
Day,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  North  Caroliua,  Foot 
of  Connecticut,  Fuller,  Gist,  (}ovan,Gnrley,  Hamilton, 
Harvey,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Houston,  Isacks,  Kent» 
Lathrop,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Litchfield,  Locke, 
liong,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDnffie,  McKean,  McKee, 
McKiffl,  McLaneof  Delaware,  Mango  m,  Mercer,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Plumer 
of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rives, 
Saunders,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith. 
Spaight,  Spence,  Standefer,  A.  Stevenson,  Taliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tomlinson,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Webster.  Whipple,  Williams  of  Virginia,  and 
Wilson  of  South  Carolina— 77. 

So  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  was  referred 
to  the  joint  committee  yesterday  appointed  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Taylor. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 
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TaoMDAT,  April  22. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Affairs^  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min KiDg^,  accompanied  by  a  oill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  jread  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bUi  from  the  Senate 
"  for  enclosing  ^the  buryinff  et'otind  of  Christ 
Church,  Washington  Parish,''  without  amend- 
ment; which  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  wished  to  more  to  reject  the 
bill ;  but,  in  this  stage  of  the  proceeding,  the  mo- 
tion was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  building  of 
lighthouses,  light  vessels,  and  beacons,  therein 
mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
lead  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Alexandbb,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing, which  lies  one  day  : 

**R€Molved,  That  the  Prssident  be  requested  to 
cause  to  be  laid  befbre  this  House  the  proceedings  of 
a  court  martial  lately  held  at  Norfolk,  for  the  Uial  of 
Lieutenant  Beverley  Kennoo,  of  the  United  8utes 
Naty." 

The  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  bill  "  for  correctinc^  errors  in  enter- 
ing lands  at  the  land  offices,'^  were  read  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ADDRESS  OF  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

Mr.  Flotd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  Ninian  Edwards,  ?indi* 
eating  himself  and  accusing  Mr.  Secretary  Craw- 
ford, pursuant  to  instructions  of  the  committee, 
communicated  the  following  minutes  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, viz : 

*'The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  commu- 
nication from  Nioian  Edwards,  report  the  foUowiog 
minutes  of  their  proceedings  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives : 

ApBii.  21,  1824. 

present,  all  the  memben  of  the  committee. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  ought  to  proceed  to  make 
inquiry  into  the  matters  contained  in  the  said  memo- 
rial, and  connected  therewith. 

Vciedf  That,  for  the  purpose  of  such  inquiry,  the 
attendance  of  the  said  Ninian  Edwards  upon  the  oom- 
mittee,  to  be  by  them  examined,  la  requisite;  and  that 
his  attendance  be  accordingly  ordered. 

Voted,  That  the  chairman  do  inform  the  House  of 
the  foregoing  resolatiotts  of  the  committee;  and  inas- 
much as  it  is  suggested  that  the  said  Ninian  Edwards 
is  about  to  leave  the  United  Stales  on  foreign  diplo- 
matic senrice — 

Voted,  That  the  chairman  do  move  the  House  that 
information  of  said  communication,  of  the  votes  of  the 
House  thereon,  and  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  of  the 
committee,  be  communicated  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States." 

The  latter  proposition  naving  been  put  into  the 


form  of  a  motion  bjr  Mr.  Tati^oe,  of  New  York, 
and  the  question  being  upon  agreeing  therelo— 

Mr.  FoRBTTB,  of  Georffia,  said,  he  had  the 
honor,  a  day  or  two  ago,  (»  submitting  a  motion 
to  the  House  on  this  subject,  the  object  of  which 
he  had  not  an  opportunity  to  explain,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  call  for  the  question  of  consideration. 
The  object  I  had  in  riew,  said  Mr.  F.,  was  the 
same  as  that  which  the  committee  seem  to  bare 
had  in  contemplation  in  their  report  of  this  morn- 
ing.   I  understand  this  to  be,  to  prevent  any  col- 
lision between  the  orders  of  the  ExeeatiTe  branch 
of  the  GoTcrnment  aikl  tha^  of  the  LegtUatiTe. 
I  understand  the  committee  to  have  determined 
on  calling  Mr.  Bd  wards  before  them  to  sttcertain 
what  he  has  to  say  upon  this  subject,  in  addition 
to  what  he  has  stated  in  his  memorial.     As  a 
matter  of  courtesy,  that  being  the  case,  it  is  proper 
for  the  House  to  give  notice  of  the  fact  to  ibe 
President  of  the  United  States,  that  the  indiTidnal 
in  question  might  not  seek  to  escaj^e,  onder  the 
plea  of  Executive  orders,  from  the  inresttgation 
which  he  has  himself  asked  of  this  House  to  in- 
stitute.    The  object  of  my  motion  was  the  same 
with  that  now  before  the  House,  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  form  of  mine  was  more  proper  than 
the  form  of   that   which  has  been   sabmicted. 
What  interest  has  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  knowing  what  are  the  rotes  of  any  com- 
mittee of  this  House  7    All  that  is  necessary  for 
him  to  know  is,  that  this  House  has  taken  up  the 
subject  for  investigation.     We  do  nor  ask  from 
him  any  thing  to  enable  us  to  exercise  our  right- 
ful power  in  this  matter,  and  our  motires  for  act- 
ins  are  therefore  of  no  importance  to  the  due 
information  of  the  Executive.     The  simple  an- 
nunciation of  the  fact  is  sufficient.    Under  these 
impressions,  Mr.  F.  moved  to  strike  out  all  the 
above,  after  the  word  '^Ordered,"  and  insert,  in 
lieu  thereof,  his  motion,  in  the  following  words : 

*•  That  the  President  be  officially  inlbrroed  that  this 
House  has  ordered  an  inrestigation  of  the  meaMrial 
presented  to  this  House  en  the  19th  tnataot  by  Ntniaa 
Edwards,  lately  appointed  Minister  to  Mexico;  that 
the  said  Ninian  Edwards  may  be  instructsd  not  to 
leave  the  United  Sutes  before  that  inveatigatioa  has 
taken  place." 

Mr.  Ranoolpr,  of  Vir^nia,  said,  as  the  course 
pointed  out  by  the  committee  would  attain  all  the 
objects  which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had 
in  view,  he  did  not  see  why  the  change  should  be 
made.  If  the  gentleman  will  attend  to  the  terms 
of  the  proposition  before  the  House,  said  Mr.  R^ 
he  will  see  that  there  is  nothing  in  it  which,  in 
the  smallest  degree,  compromits  the  proceedings 
of  this  body ;  that  we  are  acting  by  our  own  in- 
herent power ;  that  it  is  not  proposed  to  call  on 
the  Executive  Department,  though  a  co-ordinate 
branch  of  the  Government,  for  any  ancillary  aid. 
We  are  acting  by  our  own  virtue  and  power;  but, 
bavioff  done  so,  we  have  thouffht  it  proper  to  ad- 
rise  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Grorernment, 
that  he  might  take  such  order  on  the  matter,  in 
his  own  exclusive  sphere,  as  to  htm  may  seem  fit 
and  proper.  And  what  more  can  we  do?  I  hope 
the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted,  but  that  we 
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shall  decide  on  this  motion,  and  gire  to  the  chair- 
man an  opportanity  to  make  a  further  motion, 
which  he  is  authorized  by  the  committee  to 
make. 

Mr.  Tatloa,  of  New  York,  said,  it  was  true 
that,  on  a  former  occasion,  when  the  gentleman 
from  Gkorgia  presented  his  motion,  he  (Mr.  T.) 
did  call  for  the  question  of  consideration  upon  it. 
The  reason  whv  he  had  done  so,  vas^  that  the 
jcabjecC  had  just  oeen  referred  to  a  committee  with- 
out any  special  instruction.  The  first  question,  it 
was  apparent,  which  would  present  itself  to  that 
coaimittee  would  be.  Does  the  memorial  contain 
sufficient  matter  to  justify  proceeding  in  the  in* 
▼escigation  of  its  contents/  That  question  had 
Dot  been,  in  any  manner,  decided,  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  offered  his  motion.  It  was 
not  until  last  night  that  the  committee  came  to 
the  determination  that  it  was  proper  that  ther 
should  proceed  in  their  inquiry.  This,  Mr.  T. 
said,  was  necessarily  a  preTious  question  to  be  de- 
term  ioed.  For,  if  the  committee  had  been  of 
opinioo  that  the  subject  was  not,  for  any  reason, 
£t  to  be  inquired  into,  it  would  not  hare  been 
proper  to  give  to  the  President  the  intimation  in 
question.  After  the  committee  had  decided  the 
preliminary  question,  the  next  ste|>  was  to  require 
the  attendance  of  Mr.  Edwards.  The  House  will 
perceire  that  the  committee  propose  to  apply  to 
the  Executive  for  no  power,  but  to  notify  him  of 
the  decision  requiring  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, as  a  fit  regard  for  that  comity  and  respect 
^rhich  is  due  from  this  House  to  a  co-ordinate 
brauch  of  the  Qovemment.  Mr.  T.  believed  that 
the  notification  of  both  these  decisions  of  the  com- 
mittee was  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  apprizing 
the  President  of  the  reasons  oi  this  House  for 
requiriag  the  attendanoe  of  an  individual  who 
was  known  to  be  absent  on  diplomatic  services, 


Mr.  Webster,  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  see 
that  any  difi&culty  was  presented  by  this  question 
to  the  House*  Here,  said  he,  is  a  communication 
referred  to  a  committee  of  this  House,  in  the  course 
of  iovestigatinff  which,  the  personal  attendance 
of  an  individual,  understood  to  have  been  recently 
despatched  on  a  foreign  service,  is  found  to  be  ne* 
ceasary,  and  is  rehired.  All  that  the  committee 
aim  at,  therefore,  is  to  inform  the  Executive  of  so 
much  as  to  show  that  business  before  us  requires 
the  peisonal  attendance  of  one  whom  he  has  des- 
patched, or  is  about  to  despatch  on  foreign  diplo- 
matic service.  This  is  all  that  is  proposed  by  the 
resoltttioa  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Kbbm  Ba,of  Pennsylvania,  rose,  and  observed 
that,  before  he  voted  on  this  question,  he  must 
know  whether  the  committee  can  wait  for  the  re^ 
turn  of  the  person  proposed  to  be  sent  for.  He 
knew  not,  for  his  own  part,  where  Mr.  Edwards 
was  to  be  found.  The  session  was  now  near  its 
dose,  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  send  for  him,  if, 
when  he  came,  the  House  had  adjourned,  or  the 
committee  was  not  prepared  to  go  on.  If  we  do 
send  to  Wheeling,  when  our  messenger  gets  there 
Mr.  fi.  will  be  gone,  and  we  shall  be  pursuing 
him  from  town  to  town  nobody  knows  how  long. 


If  it  was  in  order,  he  should  move  that  the  resolu- 
tion lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  a  lar^^  majority. 

Mr«  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  said,  the  objection 
he  had  to  the  matter  now  before  the  House,  would 
apply  as  well  to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  as  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee.  He  could  perceive  no  necessity  for 
the  further  interposition  of  the  House,  and  it  might 
be  improper  to  call  for  iL  Ws  have  referred  the 
memorial  to  a  committee,  said  he,  with  what  pro- 
priety  it  is  not  for  me  now  to  say,  and  have  vested 
that  committee  with  full  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers.  We  could  give  no  greater  power. 
Under  the  authority  already  possosed^  the  com*- 
mittee  were  authorized  to  send  for  this  individual, 
without  our  interference,  and  he  thought  they 
should  do  so.  If  the  puUic  character  of  the  in- 
dividual rendered  it  improper  to  compel  his  at- 
tendance, without  the  interference  of  the  Execu- 
tive, it  would  be  competent  for  the  committee, 
without  applying  to  this  House,  to  request  such 
interference.  He  had  some  experience  of  parlia- 
mentary proceeding,  and  he  believed  it  unpreco- 
dented  for  a  committee,  vested  with  full  powers, 
to  call  upon  the  House  to  do  what  might  be  as 
well  done  without  their  aid.  He  could  easily 
conceive,  that  a  subject  of  no  great  magnitude,  in 
itself,  might  be  clothed  with  much  artificial  im- 
portance, by  such  proceedings;  and  he  saw  no  pro- 
priety in  the  committee  reporting  the  journal  of 
their  private  proceedings,  from  time  to  time,  to 
this  Iiottse.  He  was  avei^  to  the  repeated  agita'- 
tion  of  the  subject  in  this  manner,  to  the  prejudice 
of  other  business,  by  the  daily  or  weekly  report  of 
the  journal  of  thecommittee'sproceedings.  He  de- 
sired a  full  and  prompt  investigation ;  the  prompter 
the  better;  but  he  thousht  the  committee  bad 
ample  power  over  the  subject,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  not  be  called  upon  to  act  unnec«»* 
sarily  in  the  business. 

Mr.  CuTBBERT,  of  Gteorffia,  referring  to  the  ii- 
tiynation,  as  he  understood  it,  of  the  committee, 
that  the  presence  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  so  neces- 
sary that  the  investigation  of  the  charges  made 
by  him  could  not  go  on  without  his  presence,  said 
he  thought  there  could  be  no  such  indispensable 
necessity  for  the  presence  of  Mr.  Edwards  here. 
The  House  would  perceive,  he  said,  that  any  in- 
dividual, intending  to  do  a  serious  mischief  to 
another,  might  select  a  particular  moment  to  pre- 
fer charges  against  another,  and,  by  abandoninj^ 
his  position,  preveating  an  investigation  of  hw 
motives  as  wdl  as  his  diarges,  leave  an  erroneous 
impression  on  the  public  mind.  It  was  desirable 
that  the  accuser  should  be  where  he  places  his  ac- 
cusation; the  common  sense  of  mankind  shows 
that  the  accuser  ought  to  abide  by  the  consequen- 
ces of  his  accusation.  But,  if  he  flies  from  that 
responsibility,  the  investigation  should  not,  there- 
fore, be  delayed.  Such  delay  would  be  to  furnish 
the  individual  with  an  opportunity  of  doing  all 
the  mischief  he  desired.  Unless  it  could  be  ascer- 
tained that  the  individual  in  question  could  be 
brought  to  this  place  within  a  reasonable  time,  it 
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was  desirable,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  the  inyesh 
tigation  of  his  charges  shoald  oot  be  delayed  uotil 
he  could  be  sent  for. 

Mr.  WEBSTfiR  replied  to  the  geotleman  from 
Delaware,  as  to  the  report  made  from  the  commit- 
tee. It  was  certainly  no  unusual  thing  for  the 
chairman  of  a  committee  to  make  a  motion  in  this 
House,  by  the  instruction  of  the  committee ;  and, 
if  a  portion  of  the  minutes  of  the  committee  were 
coupled  with  it,  he  did  not  see  that  that  would 
alter  the  case,  as  to  the  expediency  or  propriety  of 
the  practice.  With  respect  to  the  suggestion, 
which  had  been  made,  tnat  sending  for  Mr.  Ed- 
wards would  procrastinate  the  inquiry,  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  was  not  to  suppose  that  the 
committee  was  going  wholly  to  suspend  this  inres- 
tigation,  to  wait  for  anybody's  attendance. 

Mr.  McLane,  still  fully  impressed  with  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  riew  which  he  had  taken  of  this 
matter,  moved  to  recommit  the  report. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  hoped  the  motion  for 
recommitment  would  not  prevail ;  and  he  rose  for 
the  purpose  only  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  fact,  that  the  select  committee  have 
acted  by  the  authority  and  in  the  name  of  this 
body,  and  that,  whether  gentlemen  think  that  Mr. 
Sdwards  ought  to  be  brought  before  the  commit- 
tee or  not,  the  writ  is  now  on  its  wa|^ ;  that  it  will 
be  served  upon  him ;  and  that  he  will  be  brought 
here,  whether  we  vote  in  one  way  or  another,  on 
this  question.  In  case  this  inquiry  is  to  be  prose- 
cuted, said  Mr.  R.,  I  cannot  consent  to  act,  on 
that  committee,  except  by  the  imperious  mandate 
of  this  House,  without  the  presence  of  the  inform- 
er. The  committee  having  first  resolved  that  this 
inquiry  should  be  prosecuted — that  the  informer 
should  be  brought  before  the  grand  jury,  have  re- 
ported the  fact — for  what  7  That  the  House,  be- 
ing one  of  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  this  Gov- 
ernment of  ours,  should  communicate  to  the  other 
•ooordinate  branch,  that  which,  in  courtesy,  the 
other  branch  ought  to  be  put  in  possession  of. 
What  do  we  ask  of  the  President  ?  To  aid  us  to 
bring  this  Minister  before  us?  No;  we  need  no 
authority  from  him.  We  will,  in  despite  of  any 
man  in  this  land,  have  him  before  us.  If,  indeed, 
he  shall  have  made  his  escape  from  the  country, 
we  cannot  follow  him  to  Mexico ;  but,  any  where 
short  of  the  Balize,  the  warrant  of  this  House  is 
as  high  authority  as  any  known  in  this  land,  and. 
as  such,  I  trust  it  will  be  supported.  If  I  had 
thouffht  that,  in  the  act  of  that  committee,  the 
privileges  ot  this  House,  the  privileges  of  the 
American  people  in  their  Representatives,  bad 
been  compromitted,  no  consideration  that  man  can 
name,  would  have  induced  me  to  give  it  my  sanc- 
tion. It  was  at  my  motion  that  the  order  was 
Sssed  to  bring  the  accuser  before  us.  I  hope  the 
ouse  will  proceed  as  proposed.  The  committee 
bave  maintained  the  authority  of  this  House, 
which  I  never  will  surrender,  and  have,  in  their 
report,  acted  to  the  Executive  with  that  comity 
and  urbanity  which,  when  it  shall  cease  to  pre- 
Yail  between  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  any 
Government  like  ours,  must  throw  every  thing 
into  confusion. 


Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  said  it  had  been,  and 
should  be,  his  course,  pending  this  subject,  to  ab- 
stain from  saying  any  thing  in  relation  to  the 
merits  of  it,  and  to  abstain  from  exhibiting  any 
thing  like  feeling  in  relation  to  it.  In  hisopiniooy 
the  course  which  the  committee  had  pursued,  on 
this  occasion,  was  a  proper  one.  The  Executive 
had  probably  given  its  orders  to  this  individual,, 
and  his  actual  position  might  not  be  so  well  known 
to  any  one  as  to  the  Executive.  Mr.  C.  thought 
it  was  probable  that,  before  any  process  could 
reach  him,  he  would  have  left  Illinois,  and  might 
have  reached  New  Orleans,  and  the  information 
communicated  to  the  Executive  might  be  effectual 
to  answer  the  end  of  the  process  of  this  House 
reaching  him.  Mr.  C.  concluded  by  repeating 
that  he  would  not  trust  his  feelings  on  this  occa- 
sion, for  he  wished  to  suppress  them,  so  far  as  to 
speak  on  the  merits  of  this  controversy,  dbc. 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  asked  if  he  had  understood  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  rightly,  when  he  informed 
the  House  that  this  person  was  now  on  his  way 
to  New  Orleans,  and  about  to  pass  thence  from 
the  United  Slates? 

Mr.  Cook  said  that  he  had  so  stated,  presmning 
it  to  be  the  fact. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  said  it  was  only  what  he  sus- 
pected.   The  Parthian  throws  bNehind   faioi   his 
poisoned  arrows  as  he  retreats,  and  then  flies  be-    ; 
yond  the  reach  of  pursuit.    But,  Mr.  F.  said,  he    | 
could  not  fortunately  leave  the  United  States  be-    ' 
fore  the  process  of  the  committee  could  reach 
him.    The  vessel  which  was  to  have  the  honor 
to  bear  him  out,  had  not  yet  left  the  navy  yard  ai 
this  place,  and,  as  he  would  scarcely  venture  to 
sail  without  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  the  na- 
tion, he  could  yet  be  overtaken. 

Mr.  Cook  said  that,  when  up  before,  he  had  in- 
tended to  suggest,  that  the  vessel  which  was  des- 
tined to  carry  Mr.  Edwards  to  Mexico,  was  yet  at 
this  place ;  that  by  this  vessel,  information  could 
be  given  to  him  of  his  presence  being  desired 
here;  and  that  the  only,  at  least  most  probable 
way,  in  which  the  process  of  this  House  could 
reach  him,  and  he  could  be  recalled  for  the  par- 
poses  of  this  House,  would  be  by  means  of  this 
vessel. 

Mr.  Flotd  said  that  the  committee  bad  thought 
it  necessary  that  this  individual  should  be  present 
during  the  examination  of  his  charges.  They 
were  perfectly  aware  that  the  authority  with 
which  they  were  invested  by  the  House,  was  suf- 
ficient for  ail  the  purposes  of  bringing  him  here, 
and,  in  the  course  which  they  had  pursued,  had 
no  object  but  to  give  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  a  respectful  manner,  information  of  the 
course  which  it  bad  been  thought  proper,  by  the 
committee,  to  pursue ;  and  he  hoped  the  opposition 
to  it  would  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  McLanb  said  he  was  not  auxious  to  em- 
barrass the  proceedings  by  the  motion  which  he 
had  made,  under  the  conviction,  in  his  own  mind, 
that  the  President  ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to 
do  what  the  House  has  the  perfect  power  to  do.. 
He  was  anxious  for  thii  investigation  to  go  on^ 
He  thought,  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginiaj 
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that  the  infomier  on  this  occasion  ought  to  be 
present ;  bat  be  thought,  also,  that  the  whole  mat- 
ter was  already  within  the  power  of  the  commit- 
tee. To  save  trouble  to  the  House,  however,  he 
woald  withdraw  his  motion  for  recommitment. 

Mr.  Mallart,  of  Vermont,  said  the  House  had 
given  the  committee  all  the  powers  which  it  pos- 
sesses in  relation  to  this  matter.  The  question  is 
DOW,  whether  it  is  necessary  to  call  upon  the 
House  to  aid  the  committee  to  carry  its  powers 
into  execution.  The  committee  have  all  the  pow- 
ers of  this  House  on  the  subject,  and  have  certain- 
ly the  same  power  to  communicate  the  fact  of 
their  proceedings  to  tbe  President,  that  this  House 
has,  and  on  the  same  principle  on  which  they 
would  have  power  to  ask  information  from  him. 
Mr.  Forsyth  said  that  he  had  not  offered  his 
first  motion  on  this  subject  (that  which  the  House 
refused  to  consider)  before  this  House  had  referred 
the  inquiry  into  the  subject  to  a  committee,  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  It  appeared 
to  him,  he  said,  at  the  time  he  made  the  motion, 
that  such  a  proce^in^  was  absolutely  due,  in 
courtesy  to  the  Executive.  Perhaps,  he  said,  he 
had  some  little  feeling  on  this  subject,  arising  from 
tbe  difference  of  the  manner  in  which  his  proposi- 
tioD,  and  the  nearly  similar  one  of  another  gen- 
tleman, had  been  received.  He  saw  no  necessity, 
however,  for  pressing  his  amendroent,  though  he 
coald  not  see  any  occasion  for  all  this  particularity 
on  the  subject.  In  deference,  therefore,  to  the 
wishes  of  several  of  his  friends,  whose  opinions 
he  always  respected,  he  withdrew  his  motion  for 
ameudment. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  report  of  the 
Commitiee —  "^ 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  was 
rather  sorry  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had 
withdrawn  his  motion,  because  it  was  perfectly 
free  from  any  ambiguity,  which  the  proposition 
of  the  committee  was  not.  If  the  amendment  had 
prevailed,  however,  he  could  not  have  voted  for 
this  reason :  He  was  one  of  those  who  hoped,  the 
other  day,  that  the  motion  for  printing  the  me- 
morial would  have  prevailed,  and  that  ne  should 
thus  have  been  enabled  to  judge  of  the  necessity 
of  the  presence  of  the  accuser.    At  present,  he 
said,  he  did  not  fieel  himself  competent  to  decide 
whether  his  presence  was  necessary  or  not.    He, 
for  oae,  moreover,  was  not  willing  to  notify  the 
President  that  the  committee  thought  the  interpo- 
sttioQ  of  the  authority  of  the  House  necessary,  be- 
cause tbe  committee  are  themselves  competent  to 
do  it,  and,  if  they  think  proper,  it  is  their  duty  to 
do  it    There  was  another  consideration  on  this 
abject,  which  Mr.  F.  thought  must  occur  to  the 
miod  of  everv  one.    Is  it  possible,  is  it  probable, 
at  aoy  rate,  that  Congress  will  remain  in  session 
for  two  months  to  have  the  presence  of  this  gen- 
tleman ?    It  would  take  a  month  to  give  notice  to 
this  individual,  another  month  to  get  him  here, 
and  after  he  got  here,  the  investigation  of  the  case 
hy  the  committee  would  not  occupy  less  than  two 
or  three  weeks.    A  full  investigation  of  this  case, 
Mr.  F.  hoped,  would  take  place  at  the  next  ses- 
sion.   Under  the  present  circumstances,  he  saw 


no  occasion  for  giviujp;  information  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  opinion  of  the  committee.*^ 

Mr.  Bartlett,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  he 
was  desirous  of  understanding  rightly  what  was 
the  object  of  the  motion  before  the  House.    If  he 
had  a  correct  view  of  it,  some  other  gentlemen 
who  had  spoken  had  not.    It  had  been  suggested, 
that  there  was  not  time  to  send  for  this  person, 
and  that  the  House  ought  not  to  give  this  notice 
to  the  Executive,  because  by  so  doing  it  would 
commit  itself.    Those  questions,  said  Mr.  B.,  are 
not  now  before  the  House.    The  House  has  con- 
fided the  question  to  a  select  committee ;  that  com- 
mittee has  decided  it,  and  it  is  a  question   no 
longer  to  be  discussed.    I  do  not  understand  the 
resolution  as  it  is  understood  by  one  gentleman,  as 
being  intended  to  give  facility  to  the  execution  of 
the  power  which  the  committee  have  undertaken 
to  exercise,  but  as  intending  this,  and  nothing 
more :  that  this  person,  whom  the  committee  have 
sent  for,  who,  they  have  said,  shall  come  here, 
and  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  come  here,  is  a 
person  whom  the  President,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Senate,  has  ordered  on  service  to  a  foreign 
Government    Some  time  ago,  we  gave  to  the 
President  power  to  appoint  Ministers  to  certain 
Governments,  whenever  he  should  think  it  expe- 
dient to  do  so.    We  have,  by  the  act  of  our  com- 
mittee, temporarily  revoked  that  power  so  far  as 
he  has  exercised  it  in  this  particular  instance. 
He  has  said,  that  Ninian  Edwards  shall  be  Min- 
ister to  Mexico ;  we  have  said,  that  he  shall  not 
go.    If  the  United  States  have  great  interests  at 
stake*  in  Mexico,  and  it  is  necessary  we  should 
have  a  Minister  there,  it  is  proper  that  we  should 
inform  the  President  that  the  person  whom  he 
has  appointed  for  that  purpose  we  have  recalled. 
If  the  President  sent  him,  and  we,  in  the  pleni^ 
tude  of  our  power,  ordered  him  back,  is  it  not  ne- 
cessary that  the  President  should  be  informed  of 
the  fact  %    It  had  been  suggested,  that  the  com- 
mittee has  the  power  to  communicate  this  infor- 
mation to  the  President.    My  opinion,  said  Mr. 
B.,  is,  that  they  have  not.    They  have  not  the 
power  to  communicate  directly  with  the  President 
on  the  subject,  but  they  have  the  power  to  give 
information  on  tbe  subject  to  thu  House,  of  which 
they  are  the  organ,  and,  the  information  being  so 

•WAsaiifAToar^  %^  April,  1884. 

Meurs.  Gale*  4r  Seaton  .*  You  will  oblige  me  bj 
correcting  an  error  in  reporting,  in  your  paper  of  this 
morning,  the  remarks  made  by  me,  respecting  the  in* 
vestigation  of  the  charges  in  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial* 
In  stating  the  impropriety  of  protracting  the  session 
of  Congress  for  several  months,  to  examine  Mr.  E* 
personally,  I  observed,  *'  that  the  committee  ought  im- 
mediately to  proceed  in  tbe  investigation ;  and  thaL 
if  his  presence  should  be  found  to  be  necessary,  I 
hoped  the  examination,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
would  be  made  at  the  next  session.*' 

I  hy  no  means  intended  to  express  the  opinion  that 
the  investigation  ought  to  be  deferred,  being  clearly 
of  the  opinion,  thit  no  time  or  means,  within  the 
power  of  the  committee,  oaght  to  be  neglected. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TIMOTHY  FULLER. 
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gireii,  the  questioo  dow  is,  whether  it  be  proper 
to  give  it  to  the  Executiye.  If  the  appointment 
of  a  Minister  was  necessary,  it  continues  to  be  so. 
If  it  was  necessary  &  month  ago,  no  chance  of 
circumstances  having  occurred,  the  interest  of  the 
country  now  equally  demands  that  a  Minister  po- 
oeed  directly  to  Mexico ;  in  which  case  it  micht 
be  necessary  for  the  President,  on  receiving  tnis 
information,  to  designate  some  other  person  for 
this  station,  &.c. 

Mr.  Bi7CK,  of  Vermont,  made  a  few  obserra- 
tions,  the  import  of  which  were,  that  it  was  not 
material  whether  this  information  were  given  to 
the  Executive  by  the  committee,  or  by  a  vote  of 
this  House — so  that  whether  the  present  proposi*- 
tion  was  agreed  to  or  not,  appeared  to  him  to  be 
of  little  importance. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  report  of 
the  committee,  as  above  stated,  and  it  was  agreed 
to,  almost  without  a  dissenting  voice. 

Mr.  Floyd  then  moved  that  the  Clerk  of  this 
Honse  be  directed  to  adopt  measures  to  expedite 
the  printing  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  upon  which  the  said  communication  is 
founded,  and  that  the  said  communication,  with 
its  accompanying  documents,  be  printed ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT. 

Mr.  FoBWARD  postponed  his  motion  to  take  up 
the  bill  *'  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction"  till 
Monday  next. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  in  the  Chair,) 
on  the  following  bills,  viz:  ^*A  bill  granting  to 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas  the  ri^ht  of  pre-emption 
to  certain  quarter  sections  ol  land;"  <'A  bill 
ohangin^  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public  lands 
on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or  water  course,  in  the 
State  of  Missis8i|>pi  and  Territory  of  Arkansas ;" 
and  ^*A  bill  granting  to  the  counties  of  each  State 
and  Territory  of  the  United  Sutcs,  in  wltich  the 
public  lands  are  situated,  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to  qoarter  sections  of  land  for  seats  of  justioe 
within  the  same." 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  on  amend* 
ments  to  these  bills,  in  which  Messrs.  Moons,  of 
Alabama,  WicKLim,OwfiN,  Wbipplb,  Lbtobbb, 
McCoT.  and  Rankin,  took  part. 

Finally,  the  bilk  were  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (NLr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  re- 
]x>rt  of  the  Committee  of  Pensions  and  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of 
Richard  Q.  Morris. 

Mr.  Babbett,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  reverse  the 
resolution  reported  by  tne  committee,  by  striking 
out  the  word  "  not." 

The  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  suggested  the  in- 
expediency of  larther  proceeding  in  the  consider* 
atioa  of  this  afiair. 

Mr.  Babbett  pronounced  the  whole  report  to  be 
deceptive— the  case  had  never  been  thoroughly  or 
fairly  examined.  | 


Mr.  Taylor  explained. 

Mr.  Babbett  resumed,  and  went  at  length  ioto 
the  illustration  and  deiience  of  the  claim  of  tlie 
petitioner,  referring  occasionally  to  docanenu  ii 
support  of  his  stalemealB. 

Mr.  Little,  chairnum  of  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  i^ke  ia 

MessrsL  P.  P.  BARBOunand  Wriobt  advocated, 
and  Messrs.  Wbittlbsbt,  Littlb,  and  McOot, 
opposed  the  amendment ;  and  the  qnestioB  beii^ 
taken,  it  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  dieir 
agreement  to  the  original  report— 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  23. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  r^ 
lief  of  Colonel  William  Duane,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  apd  it  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WfiBBTER,  from  the  Coflumittee  on  the  Ja- 
dicianr,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  sale  of  lands  conveyed  to  the  United 
Slates,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  aad  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  resolution  yesterday  offered  byMr.  Aixx- 
ANDBR.  in  relation  to  Lieutenant  Kennon's  ctx^ 
was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayward,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Buildings  were  instructed  toifl- 

2uire  into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  three  of 
^apellano's  marble  busts  of  Washington,  to  be 
placed  in  the  public  buildings,  uader  the  dtrectios 
of  the  said  committee. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  approved  ot 
the  3d  of  March,  1819,  entitled  «An  act  providinf 
for  the  correction  of  errors  in  Buiking  entriei « 
land  at  the  land  offices ;" 

An  act  changing  the  mode  of  surveying  ibe 
public  lands  on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or  water- 
course, in  the  Sute  of  Mississippi,  and  Territory 
of  Arkansas ; 

An  act  granting  to  the  eotmties  or  parishes  of 
each  State  and  Territory  of  the  United  Sute%  ia 
which  the  public  lands  are  situated,  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  quarter  sections  of  land,  for  sesti 
of  justice  within  the  same ;  "were^  respeetirelf, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbemdbkt 
or  TBE  Umiteo  Stateb,  as  follows: 
To thi  HouH  ^ RepmmteMviB nfOu  UnikiSUdm: 

In  conformity  with  a  resolution  of  the  Houes  of  R«p- 
resentstives,  of  yetterdoy,  I  hsvs  received  •  copf  ot 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee  to  whom  w«f  refer* 
red  a  communication  from  Ninisn  Edwsrdsi  Ittelysp' 
pointed  a  Minister  Pleaipotenttsry  to  Meiico^  in  which 
it  is  decided  that  his  sttsndsnce  in  this  eiiy,  ibr  tbe 
purpose  of  being  ezamiaed  by  the  committat,  oa  nit- 
tsKs  contained  in  the  said  eoaununieattoB,  wss  nf  oi- 
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■ite.  As  Mon  «s  I  wm  apprised  that  sacfa  a  com  ma- 
■ieation  had  b«en  made  to  the  House,  anticipating 
thst  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Edwards  might  be  desired, 
ibr  the  parpoae  sfsted,  I  thought  it  proper  that  he 
ihould  be  informed' thereof,  and'instracted  him  not  to 
proceed  on  hia  mission,  but  to  awsit  such  call  as  might 
be  made  on  him,  either  by  the  House,  or  its  eommiti 
tee ;  and,  in  consequence,  a  letter  wss  addressed  to 
him  to  that  eflect,  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

JAMES  MONROE, 
AraiL  83,  18S4. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  od  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leftwicu,  the  House  went 
into  Commiitee  of  the  Whole.  (Mr.  Brent  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Mary  James.'' 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  thecase 
having  been  read,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
HoQ$e  wtthottt  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bdcbanan,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Stsrlino  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bHi  '*  to  alter  the  judicial  dis- 
tricts of  Pennsylvania."  The  blanks  in  the  bill 
were  fiiied^  and  it  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
thii-d  reading. 

Go  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Lathrop  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
Collier  and  others ;"  and  on  the  bill  "  allowing 
bounties  to  persons  employed  in  the  cod  fisheries, 
in  certain  cases;"  which  bills  were  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ise masters  of  vessels,  in  certain  cases,  to  clear 
OQt  at  the  costom-honse  of  Petersburg^  or  that 
of  Richmond;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

PHE-I^PTIONS— PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  the  Committee  on  PuUio 
Lands,  who  were  instnicted  b^  resolutions  passed 
hf  the  House,  on  the  31st  December,  1823,  the 
2d  and  23d  of  January  last,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  ffranting  pre-emption  rights  in  the 
parchase  of  pnnlic  lands,  in  certain  cases,  and  to 
whom  was  referred  the  pietition  of  Hardy  Doyal 
and  George  Caperton,  and  the  petition  of  L.  C. 
Davis,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  laid  on 
the  uble. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

Before  sdverting  to  the  particolsr  cssss  Mnbraead 
^  the  rawiotioiis  «nd  petitions  referred,  tho  oommit- 
tM  deem  it  proper  to.make  some  general  observations 
•a  the  eufajeet  of  pre-emption  grants,  as  connected 
with  the  genorai  polky  of  the  GUivornnieiit  in  relation 
te  the  pobiie  lands. 

By  refeNBoe  to  the  Tarious  laws  on  the  sabjset  of 

5e-«aptioQB,  it  will  he  peroeivod  that,  where  the 
oiled  States  faavo  acqohred  tairitory  where  settle- 
aente  eiietod  at  the  time  of  the  acquisition,  the  per« 
■ope  haviaff  made  such  <  settlements  hsTo  heen  per- 
Biitted  hy  the  Government  to  retain  their  lands  by 
ps|iof  iherelbr  the  minimum  price,  subject  to  a  rea* 
nasble  limitation  as  to  the  gnantity  to  be  retained. 

la  cases  where  torritoiy  hss  been  acquired  from 
Axeitn  Poweis  by  treaty,  this  privilege  baa  been  ex- 


tended to  the  period  in  which  the  United  Statee  took 
the  actual  poeseeeion  of  the  ceded  territory.  Some 
modifications  of  these  principles  have,  at  times,  and 
under  particular  circa metances,  enisled,  but  the  main 
principle  has  been  generally  adhered  to. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  an  extension  of 
these  prindptes  would  be  injurious  to  the  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  to  those  who  may  hereafter  become 
the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  and  probably  to 
those,  also,  who  may  Tenture  to  settle  upon  Govern* 
ment  lands  without  authority  hereafter. 

It  cannot  be  perceived  by  what  principle  persons 
having  no  color  of  title  should,  after  lands  on  which 
they  have  settled  were  known  to  belong  to  the  United 
States  at  the  time  of  making  such  settlement,  claim 
the  preemption  right  to  such  lands. 

Should  the  Government  sanction  applications  of 
this  nature,  an  inducement  would  be  offend  to  per- 
sons of  an  enterprising  disposition  to  anticipate,  in 
every  quarter,  the  Government  in  its  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  to  settle  upon  end  improve  the  most 
valuable  tracts  of  land,  which  they  would  claim  at  the 
minimum  price,  whenever  such  lands  were  brought 
into  market  by  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Purdiasers  of  land  finding  themselves  prevented 
from  acquiring  good  lands,  would  abstain  from  pur* 
chases,  and  resort  to  illegal  settlements,  in  the  bops 
of  obtaining  that  at  the  minimum  value,  which  they 
could  not  obtain  at  fair  and  open  sale. 

Thoa,  a  competition  would  be  excited  among  a  cer- 
tain description  of  our  population,  to  locate  them- 
selves upon  the  public  lands  without  much  regard  to 
lines  or  boundaries,  and  with  very  little  respect  for 
the  rights  either  of  the  Government  or  their  Indian 
neighbors. 

When  it  might  become  necessary  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  offer  fbr  sale  the  tracts  on  which  these  settle- 
ments had  been  made,  the  persons  interested  would 
find  arguments  at  hand,  in  their  poverty  and  distress, 
and  the  situstidn  of  their  fsmiliee,  to  show  why  they 
should  be  permitted  to  retain  their  homes  and  thehr 
improvements. 

Abuses  like  these  would  necessarily  attract  the  at- 
tention of  the  Government,  and  induce  Cong^ress  to 
adopt  rigorous  measures  to  represi  them,  by  which 
many  who  had  thus. precipitately  made  unauthorised 
settlements  would  be  deprived  of  their  labor  and  again 
be  compelled  to  begin  anew,  thus  losing  the  labor  of 
years. 

A  system  of  indulgence  to  those  who  trespass  by 
making  unauthorised  settlements*  upon  the  lands  of 
the  United  States,  after  those  lands  are  known  to  be 
the  property  of  the  Government,  would,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  be  productive  of  much  perplexity  to 
the  Government  as  well  as  of  injury  to  those  con- 
cerned in  the  purchase  and  settlement  of  the  national 
domain. 

The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the 
several  resolutions  and  petitions  referred  to  them* 
which  relate  either  to  pre-emption  rights  or  to  indul- 
gences prayed  for  by  those  who  have  made  unauthor- 
ised settlements  upon  the  public  lands. 

By  the  resolution  of  December  31st,  1823,  the  eoai- 
mittee  are  **  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and 
espedieney  of  granting  to  actual  settlers  in  that  part 
of  the  State  of  Louisiane,  lying  oast  of  the  Mississippi 
and  island  of  New  Orleans,  a  right  of  pre-emption  to 
pnbhc  lands,  in  the  same  manner,  and  for  the  same 
period  of  time  after  poaseesiop  thereof  by  the  Govam- 


248S 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2484 


H.  OF  R. 


Pre-^imptioM — PtAUe  LomSm, 


Apni«,l824. 


ment  of  the  United  States,  a«  wis  granted  to  such 
settler*  in  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans,  after  pesses- 
ston  thereof  as  aforesaid.*' 

It  will  be  perceived,  by  reference  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  April  12th,  1814,  that  pre-emption  rights 
tvere  granted  to  actual  settlers  in,  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  west  of  the  river  Mississippi,  up  to 
the  date  of  said  act,  that  is,  to  the  12th  April,  1814. 

The  United  States  look  possession  of  this  portion  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  on  the  10th  of  December,  1803, 
consequently,  settlers  for  a  period  of  eleven  years  after 
the  possession  of  the  territory  of  Orleans  by  the  United 
States,  had  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  lands  on 
which  they  had  settled  secured  to  them. 

In  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  which  lies 
east  of  the  river  Mississippi  and  Island  of  New  Or- 
leans, a  different  rule  was  adopted. 

The  Government  did  not  get  possession  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  ceded  territory  until  the  Autumn  of  18  lU; 
prior  to  which  time  it  was  under  the  Government  of 
Spain,  consequently,  settlers  in  this  portion  of  the 
territory  had  the  right  of  pre-emption  secured  to  them 
by  the  act  of  1814,  only  for  a  period  of  four  years 
after  the  possession  by  the  United  States. 

The  resolution,  therefore,  contemplates  extending 
to  all  who  had  made  settlements  on  the  public  landb 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  portion  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  east  of  the  river  Mississippi*  up  to  the  year 
1821,  the  right  of  pre-emption  of  the  land  on  which 
they  have  settled. 

The  committee  deem  it  inexpedient  to  extend  the 
right  of  pre-emption  in  this  manner. 

The  act  of  the  12th  April,  1814,  extended  equally 
to  all  portiona  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  if  any 
inequality  existed  in  the  situation  of  the  people  of  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  State,  this  circumstance  ought 
not  of  itself  to  be  made  ground  of  claim  upon  the 
Government.  Those  who  reside  east  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi and  Island  of  New  Orleans,  had,  by  that  law, 
the  right  of  retaining  their  lands  at  the  minimum 
▼alue,  although  they  had  settled  on  them  without 
leave  of  the  Government,  four  years  after  the  lands 
were,  by  solemn  transfer  and  formal  possession,  known 
to  be  the  property  of  the  United  Sutes :  the  Govern- 
ment has,  therefore,  treated  these  settlers  with  great 
lenity  and  indulgence ;  and  if  some  of  their  neighbors 
have,  by  the  peculiarity  of  their  situationa,  derived 
greater  benefits  from  the  act  of  April  12th,  1814,  the 
committee  cannot,  on  this  account,  be  induced  to 
deem  it  proper  to  sanction  the  principle  that  persons 
ought  to  be  encouraged  to  settle  upon  the  public 
lands  for  ten  or  eleven  years  after  they  are  known  to 
be  the  property  of  the  United  Statea.  It  may,  how- 
ever, be  doubted,  whether  the  act  of  1814  has  not 
operated  nearly  equally  upon  the  settlers  on  the  public 
lands  within  the  State  of  Louisiana.  It  was  well 
known  by  the  people,  that  the  whole  territory  acquired 
by  the  treaty  ceding  Louisiana  to  the  United  States, 
would  ultimately  fall  under  their  Government,  and 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  many  settlements  were 
made  withiii  the  territory  in  anticipation  of  this  event, 
henoe,  the  time  of  taking  possession  of  different  por- 
tions of  that  tract  of  country,  could  produce  very  little 
inequality  with  respect  to  those  who  had  pre-emption 
rights  granted  them  by  the  act  of  the  12th  April,  1814. 

By  the  resolution  of  January  2d,  1824,  the  commit* 
tee  are  instructed  **  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  all  persons  to 
mill  seats  on  public  lands,  where  the  same  may  have 
been  actually  improved  as  such  by  them." 


It  will  be  readily  perceived  that,  if  the  GovenimeDt 
should  sanction  a  pnnciple  of  this  kind,  these  Taluable 
appendages  to  the  public  lands  would  be  aniTersalty 
taken  up  and  occupied  to  the  great  injury  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  with  no  advantage  to  those  who  may 
wish  to  purchase  public  lands,  except  to  the  favored 
individual. 

llie  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  injudicious  and  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  adopt  such 
a  provision. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  same  date,  the  comimtAee  are 
instructed  *'  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
to  actual  settlers  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1820,  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,  the  right  of  purchasing,  by  pre- 
emption of  at  least  one  quarter  section  of  Land,  em- 
bracing their  family  residences." 

The  committee  refer  to  the  general  obaerratioos  in 
(he  commeneement  of  this  report,  and  a^uo  repeat 
that  they  can  see  no  sound  reason  fiir  permitting  per- 
sons who  have  knowingly  made  unauthorised  settle- 
ments on  the  public  lands,  to  have  and  enjoy  peculiar 
privileges  and  indulgences ;  they  are  theretbre  of  opin- 
ion that  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  would  be  im- 
politic and  inexpedient 

By  a  resolution  of  January  23d,  1824,  the  committee 
are  instructed  **  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
Tiving  the  law  of  the  26th  March,  1816,  relating  to 
the  settlers  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States.'* 

This  act,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  it,  provides 
that  persons  settled  on  the  public  laoda  of  the  United 
States,  may,  upon  application  to  a  register,  recorder, 
or  marshal,  or  to  such  person  as  either  of  them  may 
appoint,  be  permitted  to  remain  on  such  lands,  provided 
the  applicant  shall  sign  a  declaration,  purporting  that 
he  or  she  has  no  claim  to  the  lands  on  which  be  or 
she  may  be  located.  Books  are  to  be  kept  and  a  re- 
gtelry  of  the  applicationa  and  permissions  is  to  be 
made,  and  such  forms  prescribed  as  the  Secretary  ef 
the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  direct.  The  persona  availing 
themselves  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  tenants  at  will,  and  to  obligate  thentselvea 
not  to  commit  waste,  and  to  yield  quiet  poaeeaaion 
when  the  lands  shall  be  aold  by  the  GovernmenL 

The  committee  can  aee  no  good  reason  for  renewing 
this  law,  which  has  been  continued  in  force  until  the 
3d  March,  1819,  a  period  of  three  years. 

Those  who  had  located  themselves  on  the  public 
lands  prior  to,  and  until  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  have 
had  opportunity  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of 
this  act,  and  those  who  have  since  that  time  made  un- 
authorized settlements  on  the  vacant  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  can  have  no  just  ground  of  complaint,  iF 
left  to  the  ordinary  operation  of  the  lawa  relating  to 
such  persons. 

To  revive  the  law  of  1816,  would  be  to  hold  out  in- 
ducements to  settle  on  the  public  lands,  under  the  ex- 
pectation, that  until  such  lands  were  sold,  the  persons 
making  settlements  would  be  permitted  to  caltivats 
and  improve  them  for  their  own  profit  and  benefit 
Were  the  Government  to  grant  these  facilities,  it  is 
easy  to  perceive  that  no  regard  whatever  would  be 
paid  to  the  regulations  of  the  lawe  forbidding  unau- 
thorized settlements  upon  the  public  lands. 

The  experience  of  the  Government  would  lead  ua 
to  conclude,  that  the  final  reqneat  of  tfaeae  settlers 
would  be  for  pre-emption  rights,  or  at  leaat  to  be  per- 
mitted to  retain  their  crops.  But  the  comnaittee  trust 
that  enough  has  been  said  to  show  the  indefooeible 
nature  of  this  proposition ;  they  will  thereforo  di«niss  iL 
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The  petition  of  Lewis  C.  Davis  was  referred  to  the 
cofflmittee  on  the  26th  Jsnuarji  1884.  He  stales  that 
be  purchased  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  for  which  he  gave  fourteen  dollara  per  acre,  that 
he  is  unable  to  pay  for  it  and  was  compelle*!!  to  relin- 
quish it,  and  prays  to  be  permitted  to  re-enter  the  land 
•t  the  pre-emption  price.  There  appears  to  be  noth- 
ing in  this  case  to  entitle  the  petitioner  to  particular 
favor,  and  the  committee  see  no  caose  why  he  ahould 
sot  be  subjected  to  the  operation  of  the  laws  and  regu- 
lations of  the  Government  relative  to  such  cases. 

The  petition  of  Hardy  Doyal  and  George  Caperton, 
of  Alabama,  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  27th 
January,  1824,  states  that  the  petitioners  have  erected 
a  griatniill  on  the  public  lands  and  cleared  a  farm  ad- 
joining it ;  that  they  have  eipended  their  whole  pro- 
perty in  the  enterprise ;  they  therefore  pray  to  be  per- 
mitted to  take  a  certain  quantity  of  land  including 
thev  mill  at  the  pre-emption  value,  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  grant  them  a  credit  of  sii  months  from 
the  issuing  of  the  patent. 

The  committee  deem  it  imneceaiary  to  enter  into 
detailed  reasoning  to  show  the  inadmissibility  of  this 
proposition.  It  is  sufficient  to  remark,  that  it  is  in  di- 
rect contravention  of  the  policy  which  it  is  believed  the 
Government  ought  to  pursue,  for  the  purpose  of  put- 
ting a  stop  to  unauthorized  settlements  on  the  public 
lands. 

PENELOPE  DENNEY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambrelemo,  the  House 
went  idtoCotDiDitteeofthe  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict 
in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Pene- 
lope Deoney."  Several  documents  were  read. 
The  question  being  still  pending  from  a  foriher 
sitting,  in  January,  to  amend  the  bill,  by  provid- 
ing the  support  of  Mrs.  Deoney  from  the  Navy 
Pension  Fund,  instead  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  a  debate  arose,  io  which  Messrs. 
Cambreleng,  Poller,  Wood  of  New  York, 
Warficld,  and  Bdcbanan,  took  part. 

Mr.  BocHANAN  moved  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause— and  the  debate  was  then  farther  con- 
lisued  by  Mr.  Fuller,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr. 
Cambrelbno,  Mr.  Livinqrton,  Mr.  Warfibld, 
and  Mr.  Sbabpe. 

In  this  debate,  the  merits  of  Denney  were  not 
disputed,  nor  the  wants  of  his  mother,  but  it  was 
objected  to  the  bill  that  it  introduced  a  new  prin- 
ciple in  the  pension  laws  of  the  United  States,  by 
providing  for  parents;  the  present  laws  only  ma- 
liog  provision  for  widows  and  children  ;  and  it 
was  further  argued  that,  if  given  at  aJL  the  pen- 
sion should  come  ont  of  the  Treasory  of  the  uni- 
ted States,  and  not  out  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund. 
That  fund,  consisting  of  contributions  of  prize 
moDey,  was,  aC  its  creation,  pledged  to  a  class  of 
persons  to  which  cases  of  this  kind  did  not  be- 
loog,  and  it  would  be  a  breach  of  public  faith  to 
touch  it 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  enacting  clause,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
lyes  58,  noes  63. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  striking  out  the 
clause  of  the  bill  which  provides  to  pay  the  j)en- 
non  '*  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  or  the 
United  States,"  and  inserting,  in  its  place,  "  the 
Navy  Pension  Fund,'?  the  debate  was  resomed  by 


Messrs.  Breck,  Cambreleng,  Fuller,  Hamil- 
ton, and  Buchanan  ;  and  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  89, 
noes  58. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  House ;  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  question  beins 
on  ordering  it  to  a  third  xeadiog,  Mr.  Breck  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Metcalfe  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  which  was  negatived — ayes,  50  noes  83. 

The  yeas  and  nays,  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  were  then  taken,  as  follows :  Yeas 
62,  nays  98. 

YsAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Archer,  Brent,  Cady,  Cam- 
breleng, Carter,  Cary,  Collins,  Condict,  Conner,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Craig,  Culpeper,  Cosbman,  Dwight,  Ellis, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Garnett, 
Garley,  Hamilton,  Hsrris,  Hsyward,  Hemphill,  Her- 
rick,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Houston,  F.  Johnson, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Litchfield,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long^ 
fellow,  McDuffie,  McLane  of  Delawsre,  Msllsry, 
Msnrin,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tucky, Morgan,  Nelson,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvanis, 
Richsrds,  Rives,  Saunders,  Ssndford,  Shsrpe,  8pence, 
James  Stephenson,  Strong,  Tsylor,  Test,  Thompson 
of  Kentucky,  Tyson,  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Wood,  and  Woods. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Alii* 
son,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bsrtlett, 
Bassett,  Beecher,  Breck,  Buchansn,  Buck,  Buckner, 
Burleigh,  Burton,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crowninshield,  Cuthbert,  Dsy,  Eddy,  Edwsrds  of 
Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Csrolins,  Findlay, 
Fioyd,  Fuller,  Garrison,  Gsxlsy,  Gist,  Hall,  Harvey, 
Hayden,  Henry,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Isacko,  Jenkins, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Latbrop,  Leftwich,  Letch- 
er, Lincoln,  Little,  Livermore,  Long,  McArthor,  Mc- 
Coy, McKean,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean  of  Ohio, 
Markley,  Marlindale,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mit- 
chell of  Pennsylvania,  Neale,  Newton,  CBrien, 
Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Prince,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Ross,  Scott,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Spsight,  Sundefer,  Sterling,  Stoddaod,  Talia- 
ferro, Tattnall,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Udree,  Vance  of  North 
Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vinton,  Warfield^  Whipple, 
Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  Williams  of  New  York, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 
Henry  Wilson,  and  Wright. 

So,  the  bill  was  rejected. 

•  ALVIN  BR0N80N. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy^  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Foot,  of  Connec- 
ticut in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of 
Alvin  Bronsoo." 

The  memorial  of  the  petitioner,  and  report  of 
tbe  Committee  of  Claims,  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  stated  his 
objection  to  the  claini,  and  called  for  the  reading 
of  an  opiuioD  of  Chief  Justice  McKean,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, on  a  similar  case. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  contended  that  that  case  was 
not  analogous,  and  went  into  a  recapitulation  of 
the  circumstances. 

Mr.  McCoy  declared  that,  by  recent  testimony > 
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his  view  of  the  case  was  now  changed,  and  he  ad'- 
Tocated  the  claim. 

The  bill  wa^  then  reported,  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Saturday,  April  24. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  committed  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Icbabod  Lord  Skinner,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Gazlat  offered  the  following: 

JttBohed,  That  the  President  of  Ihe  United  Sutai 
do  caaM  to  be  exeeated  the  act  of  the  CoDgreM  of  the 
United  8tatee,  pueed  on  the  8d  of  March,  180S,  as 
far  as  the  oame  relates  to  a  township  of  land  sitnated 
in  the  tract  of  land  patented  to  John  Gloves  Sjmmes, 
and  reserTed  for  schools*. 

The  House  refused  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Allen  gave  notice  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  call  up  the  joint  resolution,  offered  bv 
him  some  time  since,  on  the  subject  of  the  ad- 
journment of  this  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  "to  provide  for  the  sale  of 
lands  conveyed  to  the  United  States,  in  certain 
cases,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 

An  engrossed  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Mary 
James ;" 

An  engrossed  bill  "to  alter  the  Judicial  Dis- 
tricts of  rennsylvania,  and  for  other  purposes;" 

An  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Col- 
lier and  others;" 

Aa  engrossed  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Alvin 
Bronson ;" 

An  engrossed  bill  "  to  allow  bounties  to  persons 
engaged  in  the  cod  fishery,  in  certain  cases."  were, 
respectively,  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed to  report  what  business  required  the  attention 
of  Congress  during  the  present  session,  and  at 
what  time  Congress  shall  adjourn,  made  a  report 
in  part  with  respect  to  the  business  to  be  taken 
up,  which  is  divided  into  classes,  and  reported  the 
following  resolution: 

Besolvedf  That  all  the  lagtalative  bnaineas  before  the 
Senate ;  the  bills  before  the  House  of  Representatives, 
mentioned  in  schedule  No.  1,3,  3,  4 ;  and  so  many 
of  those  mentioned  in  schedule  No.  6,  as  time^haU 
permit, — be  acted  upon  at  the  present  session.  That 
precedence  be  given  to  private  claims,  examined  and 
sanctioned  by  Uie  committees  to  which  they  were  re- 
spectively referred,  and  to  bills  of  a  public  nature  which 
It  is  believed  will  not  require  protracted  discussion. 
And  that  those  whidi  are  embraced  in  schedule  No.  ft, 
which  shall  not  be  decided  upon  before  the  rising  of 
Congress,  be  preferred  in  the  orders  of  iIm  day,  at  the 
commencement  of  liie  next  eeasion  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Taylor  explained  the  arrangement  which 
the  committee  had  made,  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

DAILY  RECESS,  Jus. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
the  following  resolution : 


Retohtd,  That,  aAer  this  day,  antil  otherwiss  or- 
dered, the  House  will  daily  take  a  recess,  from  two 
o'clock  antil  lour  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  reso- 
lotion.  There  would  be  a  difficulty  in  procuring 
a  quorum.  The  evening  session  most  be  sfaorL 
He  was  utterly  opposed  to  nocturnal  sessions,  &c. 

Mr.  Taylor  replied,  and  insisted  that  the  meas- 
ure  proposed  was  the  best  mode  of  aroiding  the 
necessity  of  nocturnal  sessions.  It  would  obviate 
the  necessity  of  prolonging  the  session. 

At  the  suggestion  ofMr.  Webster,  the  motion 
was  modified,  so  as  to  propose  a  recess  from  two 
o'clock  until  four,  and  tne  hour  of  meeting  in  the 
morning  to  be  ten  o'clock. 

Mr.  DwiOBT  inquired  whether,  if  this  resolution 
should  be  adopted,  it  is  probable  the  committee 
would  concur  m  the  date  of  adjournment  resolved 
upon  by  the  Senate  ? 

Mr.  Taylor  replied,  and  explained. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Stewart,  Wright,  Littlb,  Taylor,  McCoy, 
Krriibr,  an^  Stewart. 

Mr.  Tattnall  wished  to  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  whether  they  included  in 
the  calculation  they  had  made,  in  reference  to  a 
time  of  adjournment,  the  investigation  of  a  late 
document  submitted  to  the  House  by  Niniaa 
Edwards.  He  thought  the  House  bound,  hnving 
ordered  that  inreatigation,  not  to  mdjourft  till  it 
was  fully  gone  through. 

Mr.  Taylor  replii^,  asd  repeated  the  explana- 
tion he  had  already  flnven. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  north  Carolinm,  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  uble.  The  question  being 
taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  52, 
noes  91. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted^  and  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  orders  of  the  day  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Allsn  moved  that  the  joint  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  joint  res- 
olution from  the  Senate,  oa  the  subject  of  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  Houae  refused  to  consider  the  motion. 

OBDSRS  OF  THE  DAY. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  David  Giffia    ' 
and  Samuel  Hoag."    The  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  in  &e  case  was  read.    The  bill  was    ; 
than  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordmd  to 
be  engrossed  kit  a  third  reading. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Te8T,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  '<  for  the  relief 
of  the  representatives  of  Joseph  Mims,  dec^oed." 
The  report  of  the  Coaamittee  of  Claims  waa  read ; 
and  the  bill  being  reported,  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Roas,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in  the 
Chair,)  oa  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  assigaees 
and  legal  representatives  of  John  H.  Piait,  de- 
ceased." The  report  of  the  committee  was  read. 
The  bill  was  reported,  without  amendaaent,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
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Oa  molion  of  Mr.  Riob4Rd«,  of  New  York, 
the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Latbbop  id  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  ^  tot  the 
relief  of  George  B.  R.  Qove."  The  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Weys  and  Means  was  read ;  and 
the  bill  waa  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 

The  Hoase  went  into  a  Comaitlee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Sharps  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  btU 
'*  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wheatoa."  The  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  his  case,  was 
read.  The  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Follbr,  the  Hoose  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Cobb  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  '<  for  the  relief  of  William 
Blagrore."  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Na* 
Tsl  Affiursi  in  this  case,  was  read.  The  bill  was 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Vancb,  of  Ohio,  the  House 
went  into  Commitiee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Stbr- 
UNO  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  for  the  leltef  of 
^'John  Thomas."  The  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Mililarjr  Afiairs,  relating  to  this  case,  was  read. 
The  bill  was  then  reported,  and  ofder^'d  to  a  third 
leading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLanb,  of  ^Delaware,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
CoNDicT  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  *'  for  the  relief 
of  certaiA  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on  oertatn 
goods  imported  into  Castine."  The  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  this  ease,  was 
read. 

Mr.  Cookb  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  petition 
of  the  persons  coneerned  in  this  bill,  and  called 
for  the  reading  of  farther  documents. 

Some  conversation  then  arose  between  Messrs. 
CocKB,  McLajib,  MoCot,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
P.  P.  Babboub,  and  Wbbbteb  ;  after  which  the 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  withoat 
amendment ;  and  it  was  ordered  torn  third  reading 
a  week  from  this  day. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Hatwabb,  the  Hoose  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Cockb  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  biU  <<for  the  relief  of  William  N. 
Sarle."  The  memorial  of  the  petitioner  was  read. 
The  bill  was  then  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rbbo,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Latbbop  in  the 
Cliair,)  on  the  bill  "  releaaing  the  owners  of  the 
ship  Qeaeral  Jackson  from  the  payownt  of  cer- 
tain duties."  The  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  on  the  case  was  read.  The  bill 
was  then  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  Hoose  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Comoict  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  <<  for  the  relief  of  the  cor- 
poration of  St.  Ann's  church,  Detroit,  and  for  the 
extension  of  Lamed  street."  The  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affitirs,  in  relation  to  this 
ease,  was  read.  The  bill  was  then  reported,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLanb,  the  House  went 
into  a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Hcrriok  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  '*  authorizing  the  issuing 


of  debentures  to  Bernard  Thooft."  The  bill  waa 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Hoose  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  Chair,) 
on  the  btU  "for  the  relief  of  Arthur  H.  Henley,'' 
which  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ittg. 

D0NNEL80N,  HURD,  AND  OTHERS. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Sharps  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill 
"for  the  relief  of  John  Donnelson,  Stephen  Hurd, 
and  others."  Mr.  Rankin  stated,  at  length,  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  and  advocated  the 
claim  of  the  persons  named  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  claim. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  reading 
of  a  former  report  on  the  case,  and  opposed,  at 
considerable  length,  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Messrs.  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Isackb  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  Rankin  of  Mississippi,  at  great  length 
advocated  the  bill,  goins  into  a  recapitulation  of 
the  whole  transactions  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  relation  to  the  Yazoo 
claims,  dbc. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
the  name  of  Thomas  Carr  among  those  for  whose 
relief  it  was  drawn.  This  motion  was  supported 
by  the  mover,  but  was  not  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  was.  then  reported  to  the  House  with- 
out amendment,  and,  without  taking  the  question 
on  its  third  reading,  the  House  adjourned  till 
Monday  next. 

Monday,  April  26. 

Mr*  Nbalb  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  that  they  may  be 
restored  to  their  parent,  the  State  of  Virginia. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent to  exchange  five  arpens  of  land  on  the  south 
side  of  the  public  lot  at  Baton  Rouge,  for  aa 
equal  quantity  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  said 
lot;  which  was  read  twice^  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr-  Hamilton,  from  the  same  conunittee,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
removing  the  obstructions  in  the  river  Iberville, 
placed  in  it  by  order  of  the  Commanding  General| 
during  the  lato  war,  made  a  report;  which  waa 
read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Hbmpbill,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  and 
making  a  road  from  Detroit  to  Chicago;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  an  additional  quantity  of  land,  for  the 
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enlargemeDt  of  the  site  of  Fort  WashiDgton,  and 
for  completing  the  title  in  the  United  States  to  a 
part  of  that  on  which  the  said  fort  is  now 
erected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims  were  directed  to  report 
whether  the  claim  of  Dussuau  de  la  Croix  to  cer- 
tain lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile,  ought  not  to  be 
confirmed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  parsed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz:  "An  act  explanatory  of  an  act,  con- 
firming claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile;"  and 
"An  act  supplementary  to  'An  act  to  incorporate 
a  company  lor  making  certain  turnpike  roads  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;"  in  which  bills  the 
Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were  read  twice,  and  referred ; 
that  "explanatory  of  an  act  confirming  claims  to 
lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile,"  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands;  and  that  "supplementary  to  an 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain 
turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  David 
GifiSn  and  JasephHoag ;"  an  engrossed  bill  "  for 
the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Joseph  Mims, 
deceased ;-'  an  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of 
George  p.  K,  Gove,"  were  severally  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

An  engrossed  bill  <<for  therelief  of  William  Bla- 
grove"  was  read  a  third  time.  Mr.  Kbbmer  op- 
posed the  passage  of  the  bill ;  and  it  was  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  HARvEr  and  Mr.  Fuller.  Mr. 
Krbmer  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
The  motion  was  negatived,  ayes  26,  noes  79 ;  and 
after  some  further  conversation,  the  bill  was  pass- 
ed, and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  engrossed  bill  **for  the  relief  of  John 
Thomas  db  Co. ;"  an  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief 
of  William  N.  Earle,"  were  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Jos.  Whea- 
ton,"  being  read  a  third  time,  Mr.  Cockb  asked 
for  information,  and  spoke  against  the  passage  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  called  for 
the  reading  of  a  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  subject,  which  was  read,  and 
the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  corpo- 
ration ofthe  church  of  St.  Anne,  and  to  authorize 
thr  extension  of  Lamed  street,  in  the  town  of  De- 
troit ;"  an  engrossed  bill  "authorizing  the  release 
of  certain  debentures  to  Bernard  Thooft,"  were 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

JOHN  H.  PIATT. 

An  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  execu- 
tors and  legal  representatives  of  John  H.  Piatt," 
havinff  been  read  a  third  time,  Mr.  Forsyth 
movedf  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be 
postponed  until  the  second  Monday  in  December 
next. 


Mr.  Ross  spoke  in  opposition  to  this  motion, 
and  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  went 
at  considerable  length  into  a  recapitulation  of  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  showing  that  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Piatt's  heirs  grows  out  of  his  relation  as  a 
contractor  for  the  supply  of  the  army  ten  years 
•go. 

Mr.  Livbrmore  took  a  similar  view  of  the  ease, 
and  remonstrated  aoainst  the  postponement,  in  a 
speech  of  considerable  extent. 

Mr.  Forsyth  shortly  replied,  not  in  a  direct 
denial  of  the  equity  of  the  claim,  but  expressing  a 
desire  for  a  better  understanding  of  it. 

Mr.  McLake,  of  Delaware,  spoke  at  length  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  which,  he  contended,  did  not 
go  to  the  whole  extent  ol  what  was  juaUy  doe  to 
the  claimants.  He  gave  a  history  of  What  bad 
beta  done ;  read  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Piokney  on 
the  construction  ofthe  law  under  which  the  claim 
is  advanced,  and  argued  from  the  whole  case,  the 
propriety  of  immediately  passing  the  bill. 

Mr.  MoAbtbub  testified  to  many  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  of  this  claimant,  who  had 
been  ruined  by  adhering  to  his  contract,  and  died 
in  extreme  distress.  Mr.  McA.  passed  a  strong 
eulogium  on  his  honesty,  activity,  and  patriotism. 
Mr.  DwiOHT  explained  the  facts  on  which  the 
claim  rested,  and  advocated  its  equity. 

Mr.  Wbioht  bora  witness  to  other  facta,  aod 
confirmed  the  views  of  his  character  and  claim 
which  had  been  already  eiven. 

Mr.  McCoy  advocated  the  passa^  of  the  biD. 
He  had  gone  into  an  extensive  examination  of  the 
case,  and  was  fuUv  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  the 
claim.  The  bill  rell  far  short  of  appropriating 
all  that  was  due  to  the  estate  of  Mr.  Piatt. 

Mr.  Fobsytb  replied — stated  his  views  of  the 
law  on  which  the  claim  was  founded,  and  oa 
which  he  differed  from  the  gentlemen  who  had 
spoken  on  the  other  side.  He  nevertheless  with- 
drew his  motion  for  postponement. 

Mr.  McLame  further  dwelt  on  the  nature  of  the 
law,  defended  the  interpretation  ffiven  to  it  by 
Mr.  Pinkney  and  by  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  and  urged  the  passage  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Mallaby  read  a  letter  of  the  late  Mr.  Piatt, 
in  which  he  refuses  to  abandon  a  disadvantageous 
contract,  and  resolves  to  go  on  in  supplying  the 
army  at  Detroit,  trusting  to  the  equity  and  libe- 
rality of  the  Government* 

Mr.  LoNOPBLbow  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
contract— and  spoke  at  length  in  opposition  to  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  occasionally  referring  to  the 
accounts  in  support  of  his  views. 

Mr.  CuLPEPBB  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He 
had  been  a  member  of  this  House  when  the  claim 
was  first  presented}  and  his  only  doubt  about  the 
bill  was,  whether  it  went  to  the  extent  of  what 
was  due. 

Mr.  McCoy  explained  a  nnmber  of  fitcts  in  an- 
swer to  Mr.  LoifopBLLOw. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  went  into  the  history  of 
the  contract,  and  of  the  law  which  passed  for  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Piatt,  and  ex- 
plained the  reason  of  the  discrepancy  between  the 
settlement  allowed  by  different  iceounting  officers 
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of  the  Treasury,  and  stated  some  of  the  dying  ex* 
prcssion»  of  Mr.  Piatt. 

The  question  was  tlien  tdcen,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  with  a  single  dissenting  roice. 

An  engrossed  bili  "for  the  relief  of  Arthar  H. 
Ueoly,"  and  an  engrossed  bili  "releasing  the 
owners  of  the  ship  Qeneral  Jackson  from  the  pay- 
ment  of  certain  duties,"  were  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

DONNELSON,  HURD,  AND  OTHERS. 

A  bill  '^  for  the  relief  of  John  Donoelson,  Ste- 
phen Hurd  and  others/'  being  taken  up,  Mr.  Cobb 
renewed  the  motion  he  had  made  on  Saturday  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  inserting  the  name 
of  Thomas  Carr  in  the  4th  line  of  the  bill — and 
stated  the  reason  for  such  insertion.  He  went 
into  a  full  statement  of  the  transactions  to  which 
the  bill  refers — and  maintained  that  Carr  had  the 
same  right  to  eompensalion  with  Donnel8on,Hurd, 
and  others. 

Mr.  Cook  opposed  the  amendment,  and  was 
proceeding  to  adduce  the  reasons  for  the  opposi- 
tion, when  the  hour  of  recess  arrired — and  the 
House  bad  a  recess  till  4  o'clock. 

The  House  met  after  the  recess ;  and  the  ques- 
tion beinf  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
Cobb,  to  msert  the  name  of  Thomas  Carr^ 

Mf.  Wbifplb  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WiCKLiFPB  moved  indefinitely  to  postpone 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Rabkin  opposed  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, and  went  at  some  length  into  the  facts  of 
the  claim,  enforcing  the  arguments  he  advanced 
on  Saturday. 

The  Cbair  refused  to  take  the  question  on  in- 
definite postponement  until  that  on  the  amendment 
shoold  have  been  decided. 

Mr.  CoBB  further  advocated  the  propriety  of 
inserting  the  name  of  Thomas  Carr — referring  to 
doeoments  to  support  his  arguments. 

Mr.  Cook  followed  on  the  opposite  side,  and 
contended  that  there  was  no  proof  that  Mr.  Carr 
had  performed  any  service  as  a  commissioner. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB  spoke  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  and  contended  that  Mr.  Carr  had  per- 
formed importent  services. 

Mr.  WicKLiPFE  replied  to  Mr.  Rankin  ;  spoke 
Bgftinst  the  amendment,  and  referred  to  documents 
to  confirm  the  sentiments  he  advanced. 

Mr.  W^BippLB  insisted  on  the  grounds  he  had 
formerly  taken,  in  opposition  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  TBoMPaoN  argued  that,  though  Mr.  Carr 
bad  not  been  en^ged  in  exploring  lands,  he 
mi^t,  as  commissioner,  perform  other  importent 
duties,  worthy  of  recompense. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, it  was  carried — ayes  92. 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing—ayes 79,  noes  76. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  which  was 
lost— ayes  70,  noes  85. 

On  rootion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  the 
House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  DwiOBT  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  ^  for  the 


relief  of  Robert  S.  Forman."  The  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  in  this 
case,  was  read,  and  the  bili  was  reported  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Owbn,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Kdwards,  of 
North  Carolina,  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  confirm- 
ing to  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  the 
late  Don  Miguel  de  Esclava,  the  title  to  certain 
lands  in  the  town  of  Mobile.  The  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  having  been 
read — ^the  bill  was  reported. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


TuBsoAY,  April  27. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Maturio  Guichot;  which  was  read  twicej 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Firman  and 
others;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MoLanb,  from  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Conference,  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
to  meet  a  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  in 
relation  to  the  Navy  Appropriation  bill,  made  a 
report,  recommending  a  compromise  of  the  differ- 
ence between  the  two  Houses  as  to  the  item  of 
continffent  expenses  of  the  Navy;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  case  of  George 
Harlin,  made  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  this 
House,  of  the  20th  inst. ;  which  report  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Wnole  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  said 
Harlin. 

Mr.  Hamilton  moved  that  the  rule  adopted  on 
Saturday  last  for  holdioe  a  daily  recess  from  two 
till  four  be  rescinded.  Mr.  Cockb  objected  to  this 
motion,  and  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table.  And 
the  question  being  taken  on  laying  it  on  the  table, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  41,  noes  70. 
The  question  then  recurring  on  rescinding  the 
rule,  Mr.  Kbbmer  opposed  the  motion,  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it,  which  were  ordered. 
Mr.  HAMtLTON  spoke  in  support  of  rescinding  the 
role.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  oppo- 
sition to  it,  and  moved  that  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  subject  be  postponed  to  to-morrow. 
The  question  on  postponement  was  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  62,  noes  70.  Mr. 
Warpielo  spoke  in  favor  of  rescinding;  and  the 
question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  100, 
nays  69.    So  the  rule  was  rescinded. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  certain 
acts  of  the  State  of  Alabama ;"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CoNDioT  moved  the  following  amendment 
to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  viz : 
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'*  When  a  bill  is  •■gffOiMd  for  a  third  readiDgy  it 
shall  be  handed  by  the  Clark  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  reporting  it;  and  it  ihall  bo  the  duty  of 
snch  committee  carefally  to  examine  and  compare 
each  engrossed  bill,  and  report  thereon  to  the  House." 

The  said  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  laid  the  following 
resolution  on  the  table,  for  consideration  to-mor- 
row, riz : 

Resohed,  That  the  President  of  the  UniUd  States 
be  reqoested  to  Isy  before  this  Hooso,  at  the  next 
session,  a  detailed  report  of  the  system  and  plan  of 
fortifies tions  as  at  present  contemplated  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  esUblished  by  the  Board  of  Engineers ; 
and  also  the  plans  and  surveys  of  sach  fortifications, 
with  an  estimate  of  the  amoaot  necessary  to  complete 
the  ssme ;  end  also  the  amount  expended  on  Hxrtifi- 
cations  since  the  year  1815. 

An  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Robert  8. 
Forman"  was  read  a  third  lime,  paased^  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

An  engrossed  bill  "  to  authorize  the  President 
to  exchange  five  arpente  of  land  on  the  south  side 
of  the  public  lot  at  Baton  Rouge,  for  an  equal 
quantity  on  the  north  side  of  said  lot,'*  was  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence* 

An  engrossed  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
and  legalrepresenutives  of  John  Donnelson,  Ste- 

£hen  Hurd,  and  others."  was  read  a  third  time. 
Ir. Miller  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but  the 
House  refused  to  sustein  the  call.  Tne  question 
recurring  on  the  passage  of  the  lHll,itwas  decided 
in  the  negative — ayes  61,  noes  76.  So  the  bill 
was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurring,  from  yesterday,  on 
ordering  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Don  Miguel  de 
fisclava"  to  a  third  reading,  Mr.  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  moved  an  amendment,  striking  out  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  confirms  to  M.  de  fisclava^ 
among  other  tracts,  the  title  o[  5,000  arpents  of 
land,  on  Dog  river,  near  Mobile.  Mr.  Mooas,  of 
Alabama,  opposed  the  amendment  at  considerable 
extent,  and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Brbnt,  who 
advocated  the  amendment  on  the  ground  that  the 
establishment  of  the  principle  contained  in  it 
would  bear  hard  on  his  constituentfs  as  the  passage 
of  the  section  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  would 
be  destructive  to  a  large  class  of  land  claims  in 
Louisiana.  Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  spoke  in 
favor  of  granting  the  tract  under  discussion,  and 
opposed  the  amendment  at  considerable  length. 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  without  going  into 
the  merits  of  the  claim,  moved  that,  as  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  admitted  of  a  great  extent  of  de- 
bate, and  the  session  was  far  advanced,  and  much 
time  could  not  be  devoted  to  private  claims,  the 
bill  be  postponed  till  the  first  dav  of  the  next  ses- 
sion ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  postponed  accordingly. 

Mr.  Sloane  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  rejecting  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Doanebon 
and  others,"  and  the  question  being  taken  on  re- 
considering, it  was  negatived — ayes  73,  noes  74. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 


(Mr.  CoHniGT  io  the  Cliair  J  on  the  bill  ^  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  Humphrey/'  The  report  od  bb 
case  having  been  read,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbittlesbt,  the  Home  west 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Bocc  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  repmes- 
tati  ves  of  Elijah  Brush."  The  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  was  read,  and  the  bill  being  re- 
ported to  the  House,  was  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ham t ltom,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Latbbop  in 
the  Chair.)  on  the  bill  ^  for  the  relief  of  Jonph 
Mareschall."  The  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affiiirs,  in  this  case,  was  read.  Mr.  Ham- 
ILTOM  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  bill  with  the 
sum  of  $288,  which  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  H.  tbes 
moved  an  amendment,  remittinjg;  the  costs  of  i 
suit  of  the  United  States  against  MareKhali; 
which  was  carried.  The  bill  was  then  reported, 
as  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vinton,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Harvbt  in  th< 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  '<  for  the  relief  of  Bazakd 
Wells."  Mr.  Vinton  stated  the  facU  of  tbe  esse ; 
and  the  bUl  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCot,  the  Houae  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Bebcber  in  the 
Chair,)  on  tbe  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Smith, 
of  Alexandria."  The  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  was  read.  The  bill  was  then  reported, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMPBBLtiy  of  Sooth  Canh 
lina,  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Sterung  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the 
relief  of  Malachi  Burns."  The  report  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  in  this  case,  htr- 
ing  been  read,  a^d  a  small  error  in  the  bill  ha?iag 
been  corrected,  it  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCot,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Findlat  in  the 
Chair,)on  the  bill  '<for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Brace." 
Tbe  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  haring 
been  read,  the  bili  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Writtleset,  tbe  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Lef^ 
wicH  in  the  ChairjJ  on  the  bill  ^'  for  the  relief  d 
Lemuel  Arms."  The  report  of  the  CKHnmittee  of 
Claims  was  read — when  the  bill  was  reported, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WBiTTLE8BT,the  House  west 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Test  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  Mareeo  Da- 
ral."  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claina 
was  read.  Mr.  Wright  moved  to  amend  the  billi 
by  striking  out  $81  93,  and  inserting  $67  18, 
which  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  bill  was  reported) 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eowards,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Hoube  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio  in  the  Chair,)  on  the 
hiUs  <'  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Rist,"  and  "  for  the 
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relief  of  John  Hail."  Mr.  Edwabds  stated  the 
case  of  Samuel  Rist,  (an  insane  soldier.)  The 
Cbairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims  in  the  case  of  Hall,  stated 
the  circumstances  in  his  case.  Mr.  Forsyth 
moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  it  the  fol- 
lowiog^  clause ;  "  and  to  allow  Lewis  Joseph  Beau- 
lieu  ^50  per  annum,  in  place  of  the  pension  al- 
lowed to  him  by  the  Continental  Congress.  Mr. 
Edwabds  objected  to  the  amendment,  as  being 
not  io  order.  The  Chair  pronounced  it  to  be  in 
order ;  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
in  the  case  of  Beaulieu,  was  read.  The  amend- 
meot  was  rejected,  and  then  the  bill  was  reported, 
aod  ordered  to  a  tnird  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willi amb,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  WniTTLEaET  in  the  Chair^  on  the  bill  "  for 
the  relief  of  Joshua  Bennett."  The  report  in  this 
case  being  read,  the  bill  was  reported  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of^Mr.  White,  of  Kentucky,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
CoNDicT  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  <'  for  the  relief 
of  Elliot  Rucker."  The  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  having  been 
read,  the  bill  was  reported  and  ordered  to  a  third 
mding. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Littlb,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Tomlinson  in  the 
Chairmen  the  bill  "for  the  relief  of  Catharine 
Louderman."  A  bill  from  the  War  Department 
00  the  ease  of  Loaderman,  was  read.  Mr.  Cadt 
moved  an  amendment  placing  Thomas  Burk  on 
the  pension  list.  The  Chairman  pronounced  the 
ameodment  to  be  out  of  order.  The  bill  was 
then  reported. 

Mr.  McCoT  objected  to  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  as  setting  a  precedent  which  might 
have  extensive  consequences.  Mr.  Culpeper  re- 
plied, and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Hogeboom  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resenatives  of  Charles  Bradford."  The  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims  in  this  case  having  been  read,  the  bill  was 
reported,  aod  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr. 
WicKLiFFB  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  <<  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  Williams."  The  petition  and 
docaments  in  this  case  were  read,  and  the  bill  was 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoLanb,  the  message  from 
the  Senate,  accompanied  by  a  report  of  the  joint 
committee  of  conference,  signifying  that  they  had 
receded  from  their  amendment  formerly  insisted 
on  to  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  naval 
^vice  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824,  and 
proposing  certain  other  amendments,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Cocke  spoke  in  opposition  to  one  of  the 
amendments,  which  recosnises  per  diem  allow- 
ances for  extra  services  by  officers  of  the  Navy, 
^d  he  moved  to  lajr  the  bill  and  report  on  the 
*Wc,  hot  withdrew  his  ^motion  at  the  request  of 
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Mr.  McLanb,  who  urffed  a  speedy  passage  of  the 
bill,  for  which  the  piiblie  service  was  suffering. 
He  explained  the  several  amendments  proposed, 
and  replied  to  the  objections  of  Mr.  Cocke. 

Mr.  Cocke  insisted  on  the  objections,  and  sup- 
ported them  by  a  series  of  remarks,  which  he 
closed  by  renewing  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table.  The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  House 
concurred  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoCoy,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Allen  in  theChair, 
on  the  bill  ^'  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Jones." 
The  report  in  the  case  having  been  read,  the  bill 
was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCot,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Mr.  Cook  in  the  Chair, 
on  the  bill  "  for  the  relief  of  John  HoUiday.'' 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  having 
been  read,  the  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambrblbnq,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Crafts 
in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  ''  for  the  relief  of  Benja- 
min Desobry."  Mr.  Cambbeleng  having  stated 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  bill  was  report- 
ed, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Caoy,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Culpeper  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonas  Duncan. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in 
the  case  having  been  read,  the  bill  was  reported^ 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Strong  in  the 
Chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Wilmot. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
having  been  read,  and  a  blank 'date  in  the  bill 
supplied — 

Mr.  Cocke  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and 
moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  McLane  replied,  and  urged  the  judgment 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in 
this  ease. 

Mr.  Trimble  made  some  remarks  on  what  had 
formerly  been  done  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  explained  the  facts 
to  which  the  bill  refers. 

Mr.  McLane  read  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  made  in  IS  18,  which  he 
explained  and  enforced. 

Mr.  Cocke  withdrew  his  motion  to  strike  out; 
and  the  bill  was  reported  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Ten  Eyck 
in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  '*  for  the  relief  of  J.  Ot- 
tramare." 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  not  being  in  his  place,  Mr.  McCoy  moved 
that  the  committee  rise,  and  the  bill  lie  over  till  fur- 
ther information  could  be  given  to  the  comnaittee. 

Before  the  question  was  taken,  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Ottramare  was  read,  and  the  bill  was  report- 
ed, but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  was  laid  on 
I  the  table. 
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WILLIAM  P.  NIMMO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  the  House,  by 
a  Tote  of  88  to  51,  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  P.  Nimmo. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  baring  spoken  in  support  of 
the  nasaage  of  the  biil — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  observed 
that,  since  this  bill  was  formerly  considered,  a 
general  bill  had  been  reported,  proposing  to  make 
provision  for  all  cases  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Nim- 
mo.* If  that  bill  should  pass,  this  one  would  be 
unnecessary ;  if  not,  it  would  be  wrong  to  distin- 
guish this  sufferer  frotn  the  others.  He  moved  to 
to  lay  the  bill  again  upon  the  table;  but  with- 
drew the  motion,  to  give  way  to  Mr.  Newtom,  who 
advocated  at  lezigth  the  equity  of  the  claim,  and 
pressed  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Mr.  Strono 
spoke  in  reply,  and  moved  the  postponement  of 
tne  bill  to  the  first  day  of  the  next  session. 

The  question  bein^  taken  on  this  motion,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  65,  noes  71. 

Mr.  Sharpe  moved  the  reference  of  the  bill  to 
the  same  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
general  biil  for  similar  cases  to  the  present. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  votes  stood — 
ayes  70,  noes  69. 

The  Speaker  voting  against  the  recommitment, 
it  was  lost  hy  the  equality  of  votes  pro  and  con. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  passa|re  of  the 
bill,  Mr.  Sandforo  opposed  and  Mr.  Whittle- 
sey advocated  it.  When  the  question  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill  was  taken,  and  decided  in  tbe# 
affirmative — 80  to  66.  So  the  bill  was  passed,  a  nd 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 


Weonesoay,  April  28. 

Mr.  E.  Whittlesey,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James, 
Jehu,  and  Nathaniel  Brooks,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  their  relief,  or  the  legal  representatives  of 
either  of  them,  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-motrow. 

Mr.  Harvey,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  K. 
Carter,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  CusHMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  made  the  following  report : 

'<  The  Committee  on  the  Public  Boildingi,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  instructiog  them  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  three  of  Capillaoo's 
marble  busts  of  Washington,  hanog  had  the  subject 
under  conaideration,  report : 

*'  That,  however  laudable  it  may  be  in  the  Govern- 
ment to  cherish  a  disposition  friendly  to  the  fine  arts, 
and  to  patronize  ingenious  artisans,  or  politic  to  adorn 
our  public  halls  or  libraries  with  the  likenesses  of 
departed  sages  or  heroes,  it  is  inexpedient  to  pur- 
chase these  busts,  at  this  time,  under  existing  circum- 
stances." 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Foot, 
of  Connecticut,  calling  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  information  in  relation  to  the 


plans  of  fortification  now  pursued  by  QoveramaL 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Cocke  suggested  that  the  inquiry  oggbtto 
be  further  extended,  and  wished  that  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  laid  on  the  table  one  day  more, 
that  it  might  be  modified. 

Mr.  Foot  not  acceding  to  this  suggestioD,  Mr. 
Cocke  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  oo  the 
table ;  which  motion  was  carried. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit: 

For  the  relief  of  James  Duncan ; 

For  the  relief  of  Lemuel  Arms ; 

For  the  relief  of  John  Wilmot ; 

For  the  relief  of  Joshua  Bennett ; 

For  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Jones ; 

For  the  relief  of  John  Holliday ; 

For  the  relief  of  Charles  Bradford ; 

For  the  relief  of  Elliott  Rucker : 

For  the  relief  of  Catherine  Louderman  \ 

For  the  relief  of  Malachi  Barns ; 

For  the  relief  of  Bazaleel  Weils ; 

For  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Eliji^ 
Brush ; 

For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Mareschal ; 

For  the  relief  of  Charles  Humphreys ; 

For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Smith  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Mareen  Duval ; 

For  the  relief  of  Samuel  Rist ; 

For  the  relief  of  William  Hull ; 

For  the  relief  of  Thomas  Williams ; 

For  the  relief  of  Ste|>hen  Brace  \ 

For  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Desobry ; 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sn: 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  following  bills,  all  of  a  private  nature,  ri: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ho^h  McCullocb ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Strain ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S.  Moffet ; 

A  biil  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  Ios&* 
tute,  (allowing  the  Institute  the  temporary  use  d 
certain  public  lots  in  Washington  ;) 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Judah  Alden ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lifhtner ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Geor^  Fisher; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Landie  RicbardsoD ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Cooper ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacques  Myctte,  Francis 
Charpentrie,  and  Jean  B.  Laducier ; 

A  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  of  Dud- 
dington,  and  others ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Yandes ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Beard  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden.  ao^ 
others ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  H.  Hawkins : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Sibley ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgomery;  ao« 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Perley ; 
were  severally  considered  and  discussed,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  retdiaf' 
DANIEL  CARROLL. 

On  the  bill  «  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll, 
of  Duddington,  and  others,"  an  eztensiredeban 
arose. 

Mr.  McCoy  went  at  length  into  a  statement « 
the  facts  of  the  case,  and  spoke  in  favor  of  lite  biU* 
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Mr.  CocKB  opposed  ito  pastage^  and  mored 
to  strike  oat  the  enaeting  clause.  Mr.  McCot 
replied  and  explained ;  and  a  detaltory  debate  arose, 
in  which  Messrs.  Cocks,  McCot,  Warfibld, 
Brent,  Livermorb,  Little,  Qazlat,  and  Ross, 
participated — ^when  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
enactinff  clause  was  negatired. 

Mr.  Hatden  mored  to  amend  the  bill  bv  stri- 
king oat  91500  and  inserting  $1000 ;  and  the  de- 
bate was  further  continued  hj  Messrs.  McCot, 
Reynolds,  Letcher,  and  Brent. 

The  question  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the 
negati ve-^-ajres  65,  noes  66.  T  he  Chairman  voted 
in  the  negative.  So  the  amendment  was  lost. 
The  bill  was  then  reported. 

Mr.  CocKE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  or- 
deriog  the  bill  to  a  third  reading;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken  was  decided— yeas  78,  nays  77, 
as  follows : 

Tsi^^Measrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Ar- 
cher, Baylies,  J.  8.  Barboor,  Basntt,  Brent,  Buchanan, 
Bock,  Cambraleag,  Cobbb  Collins,  Condict,  Cook, 
Crafta,  Craig,  Cnshman,  Cnthbert,  Dnrfeo,  Dwinoll, 
Eaton,  Eddy,  Farrelly,  Foot  of  Connectient,  Forward, 
Oaraett,  Guriey,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayward,  Henry, 
Bogeboom,  Hooka,  Jankina,  J.  T.  Johaaon,  Kent, 
Lathrop,  Lawrence,  Leftwich,  Litchfield,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary, 
MatiOD,  Matcalle,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Neale,  New- 
ton, Owen,  Plnmer  of  New  Hampahire,  Poinaett, 
Rankio,  Rcynolda,  Roaa,  Saundcra,  Sloane,  Bpence, 
A.  Stevenaon,  Strong,  Swan,  Ten  Eyck,  Thompaon 
of  Kentucky,  Tomlioaon,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker 
of  VirKiDia,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Warfield, 
Whipple,  Whittleaey,  Williama  of  Virginia,  Williama 
of  IVorth  CaroKna,  Henry  Wileon,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Meaara.  Adama,  Alexander  of  Tenneaaee, 
Allen  of  MaaaacbnaetU,  Allen  of  Tenneaaee,  Barber  of 
Connectient,  P.  P.  Barboqr,  Bartlett,  Bartley,  Beecher, 
Blair,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Cady, 
Caopbell  of  Ohio,  Cary,  Clark,  Cocke,  Conner,  Day, 
Dwight,  EUia,  Findlay,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forayth, 
Froet,  Garrison,  Gatim,  Gaslay,  Giat,  Harria,  Hayden, 
Hmick,  Houston,  laacks,  F.  Johnaon,  Kidder,  Kre* 
uer,  Letcher,  Livermora,  Locke,  Longfellow,  McAr- 
thnr,  Marvin,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  PennayWania,  Moore 
ofKentQcky,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Patterson  of  Peonayl- 
vinia,  Patteraon  of  Ohio,  Plnmer  of  PennayWania, 
Richards,  Sandford,  Sharps,  Sibley,  Arthur  Smith, 
WUluQi  Smith,  Speight.  SUndeler,  Sterling,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  Teat,  Thompaon  of  Georgia,  Tod, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tyaon,  Udree,  Vance  of 
Nurth  Carolina,  Vinton,  Whitman,  Wickliffo,  James 
Wjlion,  Wilaon  of  South  Carolina,  Wilaon  of  Ohio, 
sndWooda. 

To-morrow  was  then  assigned  for  the  third  read- 
ing of  said  bill. 


CLAIM  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OP  THE  United  States,  which  was  read  as 
follows : 

To  tfu  Houat  of  Represeniaitves  : 

The  Hooae  of  Representativett  hhTing  referred  back 
the  aceonnu  and  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late 
GoTcrnorof  New  York,  to  be  settled  on  the  princi- 
Pjet  eatabliahed  bj  the  report  of  the  committee,  and 
the  law  founded  on  it,  in  the  last  session,  I  have  re- 


eonaidered  the  snhject,  and  now  commnnicate  the 
rasaU. 

By  the  report  of  the  eommittee,  which  it  was  nn- 
deratood  waa  adopted  by  the  Honae,  it  waa  decided 
that  his  acoonnta  and  daima  ahould  be  aettled  on  the 
fonr  following  principlea: 

First.  That  fntereat  ahonld  be  allowed  him  on  all 
moneya  advanced  by  htm  for  the  public,  from  the 
time  of  the  advance  to  that  of  hia  being  reimbnraed. 

Second.  That  a  reaaonable  eommiaaion  ahould  be 
allowed  him  on  all  moneya  diabursed  by  him  daring 
the  late  war. 

Third.  That  an  indemnity  ahould  be  allowed  for  all 
loassa  which  he  had  sustained  by  the  fSulure  of  the 
Government  to  fulfil  its  engagements  to  send  him 
money,  or  Treaaury  notes,  within  the  time  specified, 
to  be  depoaited  in  certain  banka,  ia  collateral  aecurity, 
for  loana  procured  by  him,  at  the  requeat,  and  on  ac- 
count of,  the  Government^ 

Fourth.  That  he  ahould  not  be  held  responaiUe  for 
losaes  incurred  by  the  frauds  and  fatlares  of  sub- 
agents,  to  whom  moneys  were  advanced  through  his 
handa. 

On  the  firat:  That  of  intereat  on  hia  advanoea  for 
the  public,  I  have  allowed  him  $14,438  68.  Thia  al- 
lowance ia  made  on  advances  admitted  by  the  account- 
ing department,  and  on  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Tomp- 
kina  that  the  remittancea  made  to  him,  after  hia  ad- 
vancea,  and  previoua  to  the  84th  of  December,  1814, 
when  a  very  large  aom  waa  remitted  to  him,  were  ap- 
plied to  public  purpoaet,  and  not  to  the  reimburaeraent 
of  hb  advances. 

On  the  second  head:  That  of  a  reaaonable  eommia- 
aion for  hia  diabnraementa,  during  the  late  war,  I  have 
allowed  htm  five  per  cent,  on  the  whole  aum  diaburaed 
by  him,  amounting  to  ninety-two  thouaand  two  hundred 
and  thirteen  dollars,  thirteen  centa.  I  have  made 
him  thia  extra  allowance  in  conaideration  of  the  aid 
which  he  afforded  to  the  Government  at  that  import- 
ant epoch,  in  obtaining  the  loan  of  a  considerable  part 
of  the  auma  thua  diaburaed. 

On  the  third  head :  That  of  an  indemnity  for  loassa 
Buatained  by  him,  in  conaequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
Government  to  fulfil  its  engagements  to  aend  him 
money  or  Treasury  notes  within  the  time  specified,  I 
have  allowed  him  $4,411  25,  beingthe  amount  of  the 
loaa  auatained  on  the  aale  of  the  Treaaury  notea,  for 
which  he  waa  reaponaible. 

On  the  fourth  head:  That  of  loaaes  auatained  by 
him  by  any  frauda  or  failurea  of  aub-agenta,  none 
anch  having  been  ahown,  no  allowance  whatever  has 
been  made  to  him. 

From  the  amount  thus  allowed  to  Mr«  Tompkins, 
after  deducting  the  sum  paid  him,  under  the  act  of  the 
preaent  aeasion,  and  the  moneys  charged  to  hia  ac- 
count, there  will  remain  a  balance  due  him,  of  $60,- 
238  46,  aa  appears  by  the  sketch  herewith  commu- 
nicated. 

In  making  a  final  decision  on  Mr.  Tompkins's 
claims,  a  question  arises,  shall  intereat  be  allowed 
him  on  the  amount  of  the  com  minion  on  hia  disburae- 
menta?  The  law  of  the  laat  aeasion  granta  to  the 
President  a  power  to  allow  interest  on  moneys  ad- 
vanced by  him  to  the  public,  but  doea  not  authorise  it 
on  the  eommiaaion  to  be  allowed  on  his  disbursements. 
To  make  auch  allowance  belongs  exclusively  to  Con- 
greas.  Had  his  claima  been  aettled  at  the  end  of  the 
last  war,  on  the  principles  establiahed  by  the  law  of 
the  laat  aeasion,  a  commission  on  disbursements  would 
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then  ha^e  boen  tllowed  him.  Thif  coaodaration  op- 
•ratas  with  great  force  in  favor  of  the  allowanoe  of 
interest  on  that  commiasion,  at  this  time,  whieh  I  re- 
commend to  Congreaa. 

I  think  proper  to  add  that  the  official  relation  which 
I  bore  to  GoTemor  Tompkins,  at  that  ▼err  interesting 
apodi,  under  the  highly  distingaished  and  meritorious 
citizen  under  whom  we  both  Mrved,  enabling  me  to 
feel  very  sensiblj  the  ▼alue  of  his  senrioes,  excites  n 
strong  interest  in  his  fevor,  which  I  deem  it  not  im- 
proper to  express. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

AvBii.  38,  1834. 

The  Message  and  docoment  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Tburbdat,  April  29. 
Mr.  Scott,  by  leare  of  the  House,  presented  a 
representation  and  memorial  of  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, by  Thomas  F.  Riddick,  its  agent,  in  rela- 
tion to  its  transactions  with  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  praying  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  be  directed  to  set- 
tle the  claims  of  the  said  bank,  upon  the  principles 
of  equity. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
aad  Means. 

Mr.  Gazlay  submitted  a  joint  resolution,  for  the 
appointment  of  a  trustee  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  to  carry  into  execution  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  '3d  March,  1803,  relative  to  a  towosliip 
of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  reserved  for  an  acad- 
emv  in  the  grant  of  John  Cieves  Symmes ;  which 
saia  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut, 
calling  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
certain  information  respecting  fortifications,  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  taken  up  and  consid- 
ered. 

Mr.  Cocke  offered  an  amendment  to  strike  out 
the  word  "  established,"  [by  the  Board  of  Engi- 
neerti,]  and  insert  the  word  "  recommended,"  which 
was  agreed  to. 

At  the  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  word  '' gor- 
ernment"  was  strickeu  out,  and  the  word  "Pres- 
ident" inserted  in  its  stead. 

The  question  being  on  adopting  the  resolution, 
as  amended,  some  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
Cook.  Little,  and  Foot,  took  part. 

Mr.  Poinsett  offered  an  amendment  to  qualify 
the  call  for  information,  by  a  clause  which  limits 
it  to  such  only  as  may  be  communicated  without 
injury  to  the  public  defence. 

Mr.  CoMoicT  moved  that  the  resolution  be  far- 
ther modified  by  adding  to  it  a  clause  in  these 
words :  "  so  far  as  the  same  has  not  heretofore 
been  communicated."  This  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  reso- 
lution was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  of  a  private  na- 
ture, which  were  yesterday  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  were  this  day  read  a  third  lime^  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence,  tiz  : 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  McCniioch ; 
For  the  relief  of  Robert  Strain ; 


For  the  relief  of  John  S.  Mofiett; 

For  the  benefit  of  the  Colombian  Institute ; 

For  the  relief  of  Judah  Alden ; 

For  the  relief  of  Henry  Lightner ; 

For  the  relief  of  Geor|ne  Fisher ; 

For  the  relief  of  Landie  Richardson ; 

For  the  relief  of  David  Cooper ; 

For  the  relief  of  Peter  Tandes; 

For  the  relief  of  David  Beard  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Thomas  8.  Ogden  and  othen; 

For  the  relief  of  Mary  H.  Hawkins; 

For  the  relief  of  Soloitton  Sibley ; 

For  the  relief  of  J.  M.  C.  Montgomery ; 

For  the  relief  of  Frederick  Perley; 

For  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  of  Dadding- 
ton,  and  others ; 

On  the  passage  of  this  bill,  Mr.  MeAarHtm 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 
Farther  documents  wcne  read,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
the  bill.  The  question  on  its  passage  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  Yeas  82,  nays  79. 
So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  following  bills,  of  a  private  nature,  were 
then  considered  in  Committee  oi  the  Whole,  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  retd- 
mg.  viz : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Morris  Goldsmith  and 
Anthony  Roderick; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Blean ; 

A  bill  supplehieiitary  to  the  act  to  iDcorponte 
the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington ; 

On  this  bill  some  discussion  arose  betwees 
Messrs.  Kent,  Neale,  Little,  CoLPEPfia,  and 
Alexander,  of  Virginia. 
Mr.  Ai«BXANDEa  offered  an  amendment: 

<•  8ic.  6.  And  be  it  fiirtker  enacted.  That  die 
Board  of  Alderman  and  Board  of  Common  Coaoctl, 
in  joint  mooting,  shall  have  power  to  judge  of  the  l^ 
gality  of  the  elections,  retorns,  end  quslifiettiooi.  of 
the  Mayor,  and  to  cider  new  elections  when  they 
may  deem  the  same  necessary.  And,  in  esiee  where 
a  new  election  may  be  ordered,  the  Mayor  lor  the  pre- 
ceding term  shall  continue  to  act  as  such,  aotil  • 
Msyor  shall  be  elected  and  qualified.  Aod,  if  the 
Mayor  lor  the  preceding  term  shall  be  ioctptble,  or 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  serve  ss  ouch,  then  the  two 
Boards,  in  joint  meeting,  may  elect  a  person  as  Major 
until  a  Mayor  shall  be  elected  and  qualified  as  afor^ 
aaid.  And,  in  ease  the  Mayor  ahall,  at  any  tine,  h^ 
come  incapable  of  acting  as  each,  by  reason  of  ab* 
senoe,  dckneat,  or  disability,  the  two  Boarda  nij 
elect  a  Mayor,  to  act  until  sudi  incapacity  or  diet* 
bility  ahall  be  remoYod.*' 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  ^ 
neptiye-— ayes  53,  noes  67. 

The  bill  beio^  reported  to  the  House,  Mr.  Lit- 
tle offered  the  toregoins  amendment 

On  this  amendment,  the  debate  was  renewed  by 
Messrs.  Little,  Culpefer,  Neale,  Cook,  T>a- 
CT,  and  Taylor.;  and  the  question  being  t»ktJij 
it  was  rejected. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Slough ; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  i^reseatatirei 
of  Fry  and  Spalding ; 
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A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleaveland  ; 

A  bill  to  compensate  William  Cocke  for  cer- 
tain military  services  rendered  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war ; 

[This  bill  was  amended  by  a  section  allowing 
to  John  T.  Johnson,  aid  of  General  Harrison  in 
the  late  war,  the  pay  of  a  captain,  together  with 
the  emolaments  usually  allowed  to  the  aids  of 
generals  in  the  militia  service.] 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth ; 

For  the  relief  of  John  Mitchell; 

For  the  relief  of  John  Topp ; 

For  the  relief  of  Archibald  Clark ; 

For  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Kine ; 

For  the  relief  of  Maturin  Guichot,  (with  an 
amendment ;) 

For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Firman  and  others, 
(with  an  amendment:) 

For  the  relief  of  James,  Jehu^  and  Nathaniel 
Brooks,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  either  of 
them; 

For  the  relief  of  John  K.  Carter. 

Also,  the  following  bills  from  the  Senate: 

For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wood^  of  Ohio ; 

For  the  relief  of  Josiah  Hook,  jun. 

This  bill  gave  rise  to  much  debate.  A  motion 
was  made  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  negatived. 
Many  documents  were  read.  A  motion  was  made 
to  postpone  indefinitely,  and,  after  extended  argu- 
ment, m  which  Messrs.  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Longfellow,  McCot,  Webster,  and  Whit- 
TLE8ET,  took  part,  the  indefinite  postponement 
was  negatived  bv  a  large  majority,  and  the  bill 
was  reported,  anci  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as 
also  was  the  one  preceding  it. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  ^  making  appropriations  for 
deepening  the  channel  leading  into  the  harbor  of 
Presque  isle,  and  for  repairing  Plymouth  beach ;" 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  NfcCoT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  '^  for  the  relief  of  Edward  and  Owen 
Erans ;"  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  30. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  supplementary  to  an  act 
of  Congress,  passed  on  the  13th  day  of  June,  1812, 
eotitled  'Aa  act  making  further  provision  for  set- 
tling the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri,'' reported  the  same  with  amendments ;  and 
the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  LiTTi«E  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  ameDdment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  concerning  invalid  pension- 
ers," made  a  report;  and  the  amendment  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiaira,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Edward 
Barnard,  administrator  on  the  estate,  dus.,  of  John 
B.  Fanningi  deceased,  late  a  ptfiter  in  the  Navy 


of  the  United  States,  accompanied  by  a  hill; 
which  was  read  twice, ^nd  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Plomer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Robert  Brotherton ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred, 
reported  a  bill  for  the 'relief  of  the  registers  and 
receivers  of  public  moneyr  of  the  several  land  offi- 
ces ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tattnall,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
and  report,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  the 
extent  to  which  it  is  expedient  to  adopt  the  system 
of  defence,  proposed  in  the  several  reports  of  the 
board  of  engineers,  for  the  defence  of  the  maritime 
frontier  of  this  country ;  the  amount  which  it  is 
estimated  the  works  in  contemplation,  approved 
of  by  the  committee,  may  cost,  specifying  the  lo- 
cation and  estimated  cost  of  each  particular  work : 
and  also,  the  amount  which  it  may  be  proper  and 
expedient  to  appropriate  aaniiaUy  for  mdually 
effecting  the  above  contemplated  plan  of  defence. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  an* 
thorize  the  issuing  a  register  to  the  brig  William, 
of  New  York,  and  the  said  bill  being  amended, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Hook,  junior,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and,  being  on  its  passage,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  further  consideration  or  tne  bill  be  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Warfiblo  offered  the  following : 

*'  HuoMfed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary 
be  instrncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal* 
ing  an  act  or  the  Legislatareof  the  State  of  Maryland, 
(so  far  as  the  said  act  extends  to  the  District  of  Golam- 
bla,)  passed  in  the  year  1786,  entitled  *<An  act  aaeer- 
taioing  what  shall  be  recoTered  on  protested  bills  of 
exchange ;  and  to  repeal  an  act  of  Assembly  therein 
mentioned.*' 

Mr.  BuoBAH  AN  called  on  the  mover  for  an  expla- 
nation, which  was  given  at  length  by  Mr.  War- 
PiELo ;  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  en^^rossed  bills^  viz : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Morris  Goldsmith  and 
'Anthony  Roderick ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Blean ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Slough ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 


of  Fry  ^  Spaldinff; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cleveland,  Jun. ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Mitchell ; 

A  bill  to  compensate  William  Cocke  for  certain 
military  services  rendered  the  United  States  du- 
ring the  late  war,  and  for  the  relief  of  John  T. 
Johnson ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Topp ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Clark ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  King ; 
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A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matarin  Qoichot ; 

A  bill  for  tbereiief  of  Joseph  Firman,  and  others; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James,  Jehu,  and  Nathan- 
iel Brooks,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  either 
of  them  -, 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  K.  Carter ; 
were,  respectirely,  read  a  third  time,  poind,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concnrrence. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacques  Myotte,  Fran- 
cois Charpentrie,  and  James  B.  Ladueier,  having 
been  read,  Mr.  Vinton,  of  Ohio,  moved  for  its 
indefinite  postponemnnt,  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  no  sufficient  evidence  of  the  petitioner's  hav- 
ing performed  military  services  in  Illinois.  Mr. 
Cook  replied,  and  advocated,  at  length,  the  equity 
of  the  claim.  Mr.  Rankin  strongly  doubted,  and 
thought  the  presumption,  from  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  was  agpainst  the  claim.  Mr.  Cook 
farther  defended  its  justice,  in  a  speech  of  consid- 
erable length^to  which  Mr.  Rankin  rejoined, 
and  the  debate  was  farther  continued  bv  Messrs. 
Cook,  Vance,  of  Ohio^  Forsyth,  and  Wbipple  : 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Vinton's 
motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes 
36,  noes  45. 

So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  engrossed  bill  ^  supplementary  to  the  act 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitanuof  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington ;''  and  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ''  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Wood,  of  Ohio ;"  were  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tucker  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumar- 
chais ;  which  was  agreed  to — ayes  63.  noes  52 ; 
and  the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Bassett  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  report.  Mr. 
T.,  having  commenced  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  claim,  and  made  some  pro- 
gpress,  the  Committee  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay, 
with  an  understanding  that  this  subject  shall  be 
taken  up  on  Monday  next. 

The  following  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Joseph  C.  Boyd ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Celestin  Moreau,  of  Lou- 
isiana ; 

A  bill  rewarding  the  officers  and  crew  of  two 
gigs,  or  small  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Francis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United  States  Navy ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hanson  Kelly ; 
severally  passed  through  Committees ot  the  Whole^ 
and  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  from  thecomtnittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins,  reported  a  bill,  (in  blank,) 
'<  making  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the 
amount  adjudged  to  be  due  to  him ;"  which  was 
twice  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  "authorizing 
^e  executors  of  Jonn  B,  Mebane  to  collect  certain 
arrears  of  taxes ;"  which  was  twice  read,  and  or^ 
dered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  gave  notice,  that  on  Tuesdav 
next  he  should  move  the  House  to  take  np  the  bill 


"  to  reduce  one  of  the  several  acts  establishing  and 
reeulating  the  Post  Office  Department." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  James 
Johnson,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Andrew  Mitchell,  de- 
ceased," was  taken  np. 

On  a  motion  of  Mr.  Cockb*,  indefinitely  to  post- 
pone this  bill,  (which  is  for  the  remission  of  duties 
on  a  still,  not  worked  while  its  owner  was  a  vol- 
unteer officer  in  the  late  war,)  a  considerable  de- 
bate arose,  in  which  Messrs.  Cockb,  McCor, 
Brown,  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  Bucbih- 
AN,  Wabfielu,  Livbrmobe,  and  Wbipple,  took 
part.  And  tbe  question  being  taken,  it  was  deci- 
ded in  the  negative — ayes  61,  noes  65 ;  and  the 
bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading — ayes  67, 
noes  54. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapeiye,  and 
Bennett  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Noah  Smith,  of  Maine; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth,  Twith 
an  amendment,  including  two  other  invalid  soldien 
in  the  increase  of  pension  ^iven  by  the  bill ;)~ 

Were,  respectively,  considered  m  Committeeof 
the  Whole,  and,  having  been  reported  to  the  Hoose, 
were  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Veoable  and  Jase 
Morgan,  was  amended  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and,  having  been  reported  to  the  House,  was  laid 
on  the  table ;  and  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturuat,  Ma^  1. 

Mr.  Plitmbr,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Elisba  Snow,  junior ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  recommitted 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Harlin,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment ;  it  was  then  ordered 
that  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  following  engrossed  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  executors  of  John  B. 
Mebane  to  collect  certain  arrears  of  taxes ; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to 
the  brig  William,  of  New  York ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of  John 
B.  Fanning,  deceased,  late  a  purser  in  the  Nary 
of  the  United  States ; 

And  the  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz : 

For  the  relief  of  the  le^  representatives  of 
Joseph  C.  Boyd,  (late  district  paymaster  of  the 
State  of  Maine ;) 

For  the  relief  of  Celestin  Moreau,  of  Louisiana; 

For  the  relief  of  Hanson  Kelley  ; 

For  the  relief  of  James  Johnson ; 

For  the  relief  of  Napier,  Rapeiye,  and  Bennett, 
and  Petrie,  and  Viell : 

For  the  relief  of  Noah  Smith,  of  Maine— as 
amended ;  ^ 

For  therelief  of  Dean  Weymouth— as  amended ; 
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For  rewarding  the  officers  fuid  crews  of  two 
^igs  or  smali  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Francis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United  States 
NaT  y ; 
fferp  respectifelf  read  a  third  time,  and  passed : 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatires  of  Andrew  Mitchell,  deceased,  was 
read  a  third  time — and  then,  on  motion,  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  mored  to  postpone  the  pre- 
Tioas  orders  of  the  day,  and  take  ap  a  bill  to  al- 
low further  time  to  complete  the  issumg  and  locat- 
ion of  military  land  warrants. 

The  bill  was  taken  up ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Tatu3R,  it  was  amended,  by^  striking  out  "  two" 
fyears)  and  inserting  "  fire,"  and  it  was  then  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  this  day. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Walter 
S.  Chandler  and  Samuel  Ward,  after  considerable 
discussion,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  '^  to  allow  further  time 
to  complete  the  issuing  and  locating  of  military 
land  warrants;"  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  *^  confirming  the  claim 
of  Peter  H.  Hobart  and  Lewis  Judson,"  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate* 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson,  with  an 
amendment ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Qwynn  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Firman  Le  Sieur ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alfred  Moore  and  Sterl- 
ing Orgain,  assignees  of  Morris  Linsey ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeus%laybew ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Stani- 
ford ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckel,  of 
Philadelphia ; 

A  bill  enclosing  the  burial  ground  of  Christ 
Chorch,  Washington  Parish ; 

Also,  the  following  engrossed  bills,  Tiz : 

A  bill  for  the  relict*  of  Ichabod  Lord  Skinner  \ 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  Ottremare  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Evans ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Brotherton  ;  and 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  le- 
sal  representatives  of  the  late  Benjamin  Lincoln, 
DaTid  Humphreys,  and  Silas  Griffin,  were  re- 
spectively considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
And  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  May  3. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  an'attested 
copy  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  General  As* 
sembly  of  the  State  of,  Pennsylvania,  "  approving 
of  the  declaration  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  favor  of  the  cause  of  liberty  in  the  West- 
em  hemisphere ;"  which  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^' An  act  for  the  re- 


lief of  Hezekiah  Langley  and  Benjamin  M. 
Belt,"  made  a  detailed  report  thereon,  recommend- 
ing that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  and 
the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  recom* 
mitted  the  bill  confirming  to  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  the  late  Don  Miguel  Esclava 
sundry  claims  to  land  in  the  city  and  county  of 
Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to ;  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr,  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  declaring 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Coin- 
merc^to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Kellog,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  for 
the  schooner  Five  Sisters ;  whicn  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time, 
on  Wednesday  next. 

The  following  engrossed  bills,  viz : 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Brotherton ; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Evans ; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  Ottremare ; 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 
The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz : 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Qwynn,  of  Bal- 
timore: 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  others ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Van  Syckel,  of 
Philadelphia ; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ichabod  Lord  Skinner ; 
A  bill  for  enclosing  the  burial  ground  of  Christ 
Church.  Washington  parish  ;* 

A  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Alfred  Moore  and  Ster- 
ling Orffan,  assignees  of  Morris  Linsey; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Firmin  Le  Sieur; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tbaddeus  Mayhew,  as 
amended ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amasa  Stetson,  as 
amended : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Thomas  Stani- 
ford; 

were  severally  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Thomas  J.  Rogers,  resigning  his  seat  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table ;  and  it  was 
ordered  that  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  be 
informed  of  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  this  resig- 
nation. 

CLAIM  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the 
Military  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the 
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Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  on 
the  claim  of  Massachusetts  for  services  rendered 
by  the  militia  of  that  State  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  '^  to  authorize  the  settlement  and  pay- 
ment of  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts for  certain  services  rendered  during  the  late 
war.''    The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report : 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
States,  *'  on  the  claim  of  Massachusetts  for  services 
rendered  by  the  militia  of  that  State  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain /'  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to 
report : 

That,  in  oonsidering  the  eabject  submitted  to  their 
invcettgationy  they  have  been  folly  impressed  with  its 
intrinsic  importance,  and  its  association  with  events 
which  were  once  the  occasion  of  much  sensibility  and 
excitement.  They  trust,  however,  that  they  have  ap- 
proached the  discussion,  devoid  of  all  prejudice,  with 
an  honest  desire,  in  doing  justice,  to  sustain  those 
great  principles  of  concord  and  power,  which  are  es- 
sentiaJ  to  the  durability  of  this  Union. 

Your  committee  deem  it  entirely  unnecessary  that 
they  should  recite  all  the  circumstances  comprising  a 
htstory  of  this  claim,  as  they  are  generally  known  to 
the  nation,  and  are  to  be  found  in  an  authentic  shape, 
in  the  documents  accompanying  the  President's  Mes- 
sage. To  this  source  your  committee  would  ssk  a 
special  reference* 

It  will  be  sufficient  for  present  purposes  to  premise, 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  claim  of  Massachusetts 
does  not  sppear  to  be  affected  by  those  Constitutional 
difficulties  which  so  long,  in  the  oonaideration  of  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  operated  as  an  im* 
pediment  to  its  adjustment 

Your  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
the  services  rendered  by  the  militia  of  Massachusetts, 
which  may  be  considered  beyond  all  exception,  and 
as  entitled  to  remuneration,  are  comprised  in  a  class 
of  cases  in  which,  by  the  spontaneous  impulse  of  the 
militia,  with  or  without  the  sanction  of  the  Executive 
of  that  State,  or  with  or  without  a  requisition  on  the 
part  of  the  officer  of  the  United  States  commanding 
the  department,  they  assembled,  either  for  the  purpose 
of  repelling  actual  invasion,  or  under  a  well  founded 
apprehension  of  invasion.  It  is,  in  fact,  on  this  prin- 
ciple, and  on  this  principle  only,  that  the  claims  for 
militia  services  of  the  various  States  have  been  audited 
and  allowed  at  the  Department  of  War.  Services  of 
this  description,  patriotically  performed,  ought  not  to 
be  prejudiced  by  a  pre-existing  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  Executive  of  Massachusetts  and  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  United  States  forces,  as  to  an 
abstract  construction  of  the  Constitution,  when  such 
a  difference  of  opinion  appears  to  have  had  no  sort  of 
•ffiict  on  the  extent  and  character  of  the  services  af- 
forded. But,  on  the  other  hand,  your  committee  are 
equally  unanimous  in  declaring  that,  in  all  cases 
where  the  acts  of  the  Executive  of  Massschusetts  gave 
a  direction  to  the  services  of  the  militia  of  that  State, 
in  opposition  to  the  views  of  the  General  Government, 
the  claim  for  such  services  is  altogether  inadmissible ; 
for  these,  the  government  of  Massachusetts  may  be 
considered  to  hsve  incurred  an  ulterior  and  exclusive 
renwnsibility  to  her  own  people. 

Your  committee  waive  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion how  fsr  the  renunciation,  on  the  part  of  the  fix- 1 
•cutive  and  LeglsUtare  of  the  State  of  Masaachoaetts, 


of  the  unconstitutional  principles  on  which  the  then 
Governor  of  that  State  acted,  in  the  early  stagei  of 
the  war,  is  necessary  to  the  allowance  of  any  portioii 
of  the  claims  of  the  State  for  the  services  in  qoeftiaD. 
These  claims,  when  first  presented  for  adjastneot, 
immediately  «ller  the  late  war,  were  considered  rathti 
in  the  mass,  than  in  reforenoe  to  the  particular  itcmi 
of  which  they  are  composed.  In  foct,  at  that  ctiiy 
period,  the  principles  on  which  the  claims  for  militit 
services  ought  to  be  audited  and  allowed,  were  boi 
imperfectly  fixed.  The  subsequent  presentation  tnd 
examination  of  the  claims  of  the  several  8tatei,for 
such  services,  hsve  shed  much  light  on  this  sobject, 
and  have  afforded  many  advantages  at  the  pretest 
moment  in  examining  these  of  Massachusetts.  Dit- 
tinctions,  important  to  the  elucidation  of  principlei, 
and  to  the  ascertainment  of  justice,  have  been  takeo. 
and  sustained,  which  might  naturally  have  been  over* 
looked  at  the  commencement  of  the  Jiscassion. 

Your  committee,  however,  cannot  abstain  fren  is* 
dulging  in  one  remark,  that,  if  the  foct  of  the  Gown- 
ment  of  Massachusetts  having  declined,  for  aome  yetn 
subsequent  to  the  late  war,  to  renounce  the  nnoooili* 
tutional  doctrines  of  her  then  Executive,  as  devetopcd 
in  the  opinions  of  the  judges  of  her  supreme  judicial 
court,  can  be  supposed  ever  to  have  borne  upon  that 
portion  of  the  claim  which  the  committee  have  rcoon* 
mended  for  payment,  the  recent  disavowal  of  her  pre- 
sent Executive  and  Legislature  furnishes  st  iesst  i 
belief  that  all  danger  of  a  future  collision  between  tKe 
General  Government  and  the  States,  in  reference  to 
the  authority  of  the  former  over  the  militia  of  the  lt^ 
ter,  has  been  permanently  removed.  In  this  light, 
the  committee  cannot  but  regard  the  renunciatioD  ts 
honorable  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  Legiilatore  of 
Masachusetts,  and  as  highly  useful  in  fixing  the  trse 
interpretation  oCthe  Constitution,  oa  an  interestisg 
and  important  point.  This  disavowal,  in  consoDtnee, 
as  it  is  affirmed,  with  the  sentiment  of  the  greet  dim 
of  the  people  of  Msssachusetts,  is,  indeed,  a  reiten* 
tion  of  the  language  which  was  expressed  by  the 
Senate  of  that  Sute,  as  early  as  October,  181S,  at  the 
moment  when  the  unfortunate  irritation  betwsea  the 
National  and  State  functionaries  was  nsoet  exsspeis- 
ted,  snd  when  remuneration  Uu  these  services  foraud 
neither  a  subject  of  calculation  or  desire. 

Your  committeci  in  conclusion,  reoonmend  thsti 
in  all  cases  where  the  militia  of  the  State  of  Masn* 
chusetts  were  called  out  in  conformity  with  the  deoic 
of  an  officer  of  the  General  Government,  or  to  r^ 
actual  invasion,  or  under  a  well-founded  appreheoMoii 
of  invasion,  during  the  late  war,  the  claim  of  the  Sute 
for  such  militis  services  be  allowed,  under  the  nsoil 
rules  of  auditing  and  allowing  similar  claims;  pro- 
vided the  number  of  troops  so  caHed  out  were  not  vt 
undue  proportion  to  the  exigency. 

Your  committee  likewise  recommend  that  the  dsijst 
of  Msssachusetts,  not  comprehended  in  the  above  de- 
scription of  cases,  be  disallowed.  And,  in  ooofo* 
mity  with  the  fomgoing  principles,  ask  leave  to  rspet 
abiU. 

Mr.  Hamilton  moTed  to  refer  this  report  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Qeorgia^  objected  to  this  ooorse, 
as  givioff  undue  preference  to  this  over  other  busi- 
ness. He  wished  it  to  be  referred  in  the  usual 
course  of  bosiaess,  for  the  purpose  of  discussioo. 
t  imply  to  a  Comaiittee  of  the  WiMle. 
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Mr.  HuffiLTON  urged  the  importance  of  this 
claim,  as  claiming  from  them  urgent  considera- 
tion. The  course  which  he  now  proposed  had 
been  pursued  in  regard  to  certain  claims  of  the 
State  of  Gkorgia,  and  he  thought  the  claims  now 
reported  upon  were  at  least  equally  entitled  to  at- 
tention from  the  Hotse.  The  misrepresentation 
ia  some  cases,  and  misunderstanding  in  others, 
UDder  which  this  claim  labored,  rendered  it  hi|[hi]r 
expedient  that  it  should  have  a  prompt  examina- 
tion, when  he  had  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  satisfy 
the  House  of  the  expediency  of  providing  for  its 
liquidation,  dbc. 

Mr.  Coea  said  he  did  not  mean  to  utter  a  single 
word  in  opposition  to  the  justice  of  this  claim. 
It  was  very  probable  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  might  be  able  to  convince  even  incre- 
dulity itself  on  the  subject.  My  only  objection  to 
the  proposed  reference  is,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  there 
is  no  resemblance  between  this  case  and  that  of 
the  Georgia  militia  claims,  to  which,  I  presume, 
the  gendeman  refers ;  bat,  if  there  were^  that  the 
subject  of  tboee  claims  of  Georffia  is  before  an  or- 
dioarr  committee,  and  not  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union.  I  am  willing 
to  give  this  claim  the  same  direction  as  they  have 
received. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said,  that,  with  regard  to  the 
Georg^ia  militia  claim  he  knew  it  had  taken  that 
direcuoo.  The  claim  of  Oeorgia  to  which  he  al- 
ladfd,  however,  was  that  last  refiorted  upon,  re- 
specting the  Indian  reservations  within  the  limits 
of  that  State. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  report  was  then 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
PR0PO8BD  ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from  the  joint 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of  the 
daj  for  terminating  the  present  session  of  Con- 
Kress,  reported  an  amendment  to  the  resolution 
from  the  Senate  on  that  sobjeet,  proposing  to 
substitute  the  fitnefeeitf4  day  of  Ma^  for  the  day 
proposed  by  the  Senate. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment thus  reported — 

Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  professed  himself, 
for  one,  to  be  unprepared  to  vote  upon  this  ques- 
tion now,  for  want  of  the  means  of  ascertaining 
what  time  would  be  required  for  the  completion 
of  all  the  necessary  business  before  the  House. 
Adverting  to  the  committee  appointed  on  Mr. 
£dwardk%  address,  he  remarked,  that,  although  he 
should  be  as  unwilling  to  institute  soeh  an  inves- 
tigatioD  as  any  member  of  the  House,  y^t,  having 
eoQsiitnied  a  committee  for  that  investigation^  he 
^^as,  for  one,  unwilling  to  terminate  the  session, 
until  it  was  completed.  Until,  therefore,  he  could 
know  when  that  investigation  would  end,  he 
could  not  ^ve  his  consent  to  any  proposition  fix- 
iog  a  day  tor  the  adjournment,  we  shall  nrob- 
^y  have  salbfactory  information  on  this  subject 
within  a  few  days^  and  to  give  the  House  time  to 
receive  it,  he  would  move  that  the  report  of  this 
coQunittee  should  lie  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Taylor  said,  if  the  gentleman  had  in- 
tended to  address  an  inquiry^  to  him  as  to  the  time 
at  which  the  committee  of  investigation  might  be 
able  to  report,  he  could  only  answer,  that  he  had 
no  information  to  communicate  to  the  House  on 
that  point,  except  that  the  committee  in  question 
were  actively  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty.  The  joint  coinmittee  had  confined  their 
inquiry  and  report  to  the  legiikUive  business  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  McLane  here  rose,  and  said  he  had  not  in- 
tended to  direct  an  inquiry  to  the  gentleman  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  inrestigation — he 
did  not  think  it  would  have  been  proper  to  do  so. 
Believing,  however,  that  this  House  ought  not  to 
fix  on  a  day  of  adjournment  before  it  finishes  its 
proper  business,  he  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Stevenson  wished  to  bare  it  postponed  to 
a  day  certain,  and  named  Monday  next,  to  which 
Mr.  McLanr  assented.  Mr.  Bassett,  however, 
renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the  report  upon  the 
table. 

On  this  question,  which  admits  of  no  debate, 
Mr.  Allen  required  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered  and  taken  accordingly.  There  were 
for  the  motion,  101 ;  against  it,  78. 

So  the  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

OCCUPYING  CLAIMANT  LAWS,  dtc. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Letcher,  of  Kentucky,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr  Dwioht  in 
the  Chair,  on  the  remonstrance  addressed  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  bv  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  on  the  subject  of  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  Qreen  vs.  Biddle, 
involving  the  constitutionality  of  the  occupying 
claimant  laws  of  Kentucky,  as  they  are  usually 
called. 

Mr.  Letcher  then  submitted  a  proposition,  in 
the  following  words : 

**Re»ohed,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  bj 
law,  requiring,  in  any  causa  decided  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  which  shall  be  drawn  in  question  the  valid* 
ity  of  any  part  of  the  constitution  of  a  State,  or  of 
any  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  a  State,  that 
justices  shall  concur  in  pronouncing  such  part 
of  the  said  constitution  or  act  to  be  invalid ;  and  that, 
without  the  concurrence  of  that  number  of  said  jus- 
tices, the  part  of  the  constitution,  or  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature, ss  the  case  may  be,  so  drawn  in  question, 
shsil  not  be  deemed,  or  holden,  invalid. 

'*  RtMohed^  That  the  justices  aforesaid,  in  pronounc- 
ing their  judgment  in  any  such  cause,  as  aforesaid, 
ought  to  be  required,  by  law,  to  give  their  opinions, 
with  their  respective  reasons  therefor,  separately  and 
distinctly,  if  tbe  judgment  of  the  Court  be  against  the 
validity  of  the  part  of  the  constitution  or  act  drawn  in 
queakion,  as  aforesaid. 

**  Reaohedt  Thst  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  in  conformity  to  the  pre- 
ceding resolutions." 

Mr.  Letcher  observed  that,  in  the  much  cele- 
brated and  never  to  be  forgotten  case  of  Green  w. 
Biddle,  the  judgment  pronounced  and  the  princi- 
plea  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
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States,  had  giren  great  alarm  to  the  people  of  Ken- 
tucky. As  that  was  a  case  which  bore  upon  the 
present  question,  and  which,  indeed,  had  imme- 
diately led  to  the  resolutions  and  memorial  now 
before  the  committee,  it  might  not  be  irrelerant 
for  him  to  take  a  very  brief  review  of  it. 

He  did  not  intend,  he  said,  to  make  a  tedious 
law  argument;  he  would,  however,  suggest,  in 
the  threshold,  if  any  gentleman,  from  Virginia  or 
elsewhere,  felt  the  slightest  wish  to  attempt  to 
maintain  that  decision  as  correct,  upon  any  of  the 
well-settled  doctrines  of  the  law,  without  wishing 
to  be  understood  as  using  language  of  a  gasconad- 
ing character,  he  would  say,  the  limitM  delega- 
tion from  Kentucky  were  ready,  at  any  time,  and 
before  any  tribunal,  to  meet  them. 

In  the  year  1789,  Kentucky,  then  an  integral 
part  of  Virginia,  and  being  desirous  of  becoming 
an  independent  State  of  the  Federal  Union,  en- 
tered into  a  compact  with  Virginia,  with  a  view 
to  a  separation  fo^  that  end.  It  consisted  of  eight 
articles;  one  of  which  was  drawn  into  dispute 
in  the  case  to  which  he  had  alluded ;  and  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  it,  had  .virtually 
declared  that  Kentucky,  although  nominally  a 
sovereign  and  free  State,  has,  nevertheless,  no 
legislative  jurisdiction  over  her  own  soil.  She 
is  a  sovereign  State ;  but  yet  has  no  power  to 
pass  any  law  for  the  aid,  the  convenience,  the 
comfort,  and  the  protection,  of  her  own  citizens. 
This  decision,  the  people  of  Kentucky  had  viewed 
as  a  most  ruinous  and  extraordinary  one ;  and  it 
is  only  because  they  have  entertained  the  liveliest 
hope  that  the  case  still  admits  of  some  remedy, 
that  a  greater  eicitement  has  not  prevailed. 

But  what,  said  Mr.  L.,  are  the  laws  of  Ken- 
tucky, which  that  decision  has  pronounced  a  vio* 
lation  of  the  compact,  and  therefore  unconstitu- 
tional ?  and  what  were  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  were  enacted  ?  The  first  act  of  the 
Kentucky  Legislature  passed  in  the  year  1797, 
the  second  in  ^812.  Each  had  for  its  object,  in 
case  of  his  eviction,  by  a  paramount  title,  to  secure 
to  the  occupant,  who  had  settled  upon  the  land  in 

good  faith,  believing  it  to  be  his  own,  and  who 
ad  made  valuable  improvements  upon  the  same, 
a  reasonable  compensation  for  those  improve- 
ments. 

The  necessity  of  these  several  laws  grew  out  of 
the  condition  of  the  country.  The  early  settlers 
of  the  State  had  to  contend  with  the  most  com- 
plicated and  appalling  difficulties.  They  had  not 
onlv  to  encounter  every  species  of  toil,  of  peril, 
ana  of  suffering,  incident  to  the  settlement  of  an 
unexplored  wilderness,  but  they  had  to  struggle 
with  a  formidable  and  savage  foe,  in  a  war  often 
years'  duration.  When,  sir,  they  had  conquered 
this  enennr,  and  in  some  small  degree  begun  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  efforts,  innumerable  claims 
were  set  up  to  the  land,  which  they  had  first  con- 
quered and  then  defended;  claims  which  grew 
out  of  the  mistaken  policy,  not  of  Kentucky,  but 
Virginia.  That  policy  had  literally  covered  the 
country  over  and  over  &g&in  with  a  great  variety 
of  conflicting  claims.  These  adverse  claims  ne- 
cessarily occasioned,  to  the  first  settlers,  the  great- 


est distress,  and  troable,  and  litigation.    The  earlj 
adrentnrer  to  the  country,  wfa^  had  expmenced 
every  sort  of  privation,  was  very  illy  requited  for 
his  boldness,  his  industry,  and  his  enterprise,   lost 
after  be  had  been  able  to  obtain  a  good  tnct  of 
land,  to  build  houses,  to  clear  fields,  with  the  moit 
flattering  prospects  before  him  of  providing  for  a 
dependent  family  \  at  the  moment  he  was  prepared 
for  the  enjoyment  of  quiet  and  repose,  soddenly 
he  found  himself  expelled  from  the  possession  of 
the  very  farm  he  had  been  laboring  to  improve; 
with  BOthin^^  left  him,  but  the  privilege  of  bofing 
and  improving  another  place,  and  again  losing  it 
at  law,  without  the  most  distant  hope  of  compen- 
sation for  his  labor  thus  employed  upon  it    Such 
was  the  mdancholy  condition  of  the  first  settlers 
in  Kentucky.    This  state  of  things  brought  sboat 
the  injurious  practice  of  buying  and  seUing  every 
sort  of  land  claim,  some  real,  others  fictitious;  of 
alarming  the  ignorant  and  illiterate;  of  extort- 
ing money  for  a  compromise ;  of  swindling,  in 
all  its  various  moods  and  tenses — in  short,  sir, 
of  creating  a  system  of  speculation,  of  fraud,  and 
oppression,  from  the  effects  of  which  we  tbali 
never,  I  fear,  be  able,  to  get  entirely  rid*    The  ex- 
istence of  such  afflicting  evils  required  a  speedy 
remedy ;  that  remedy  was  the  immediate  passage 
of  the  law  of  1797.    It  was  a  just  and  beneficent 
law,  imperiously  called  for  by  existing  circam- 
stancesy  demanded  by  every  consideration  of  jos- 
tice,  and  most  salutary  in  its  operation.    It  is  a 
duty,  said  Mr.  L.  which  every  Qovernment  owes 
to  each  and  all  its  citizens,  to  furnish  every  means 
in  its  power  to  diffuse  among  them  happiness,  con- 
tentment, and  equal  rights — to  reward  indostrj,  by 
Erotecting  every  one  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  the 
enefits  of  his  own  labor,  and  to  prevent  the  can- 
ning and  the  idle  part  of  the  community  from  fat- 
tening upon  the  proceeds  of  their  neighbon'  hard 
earnings.    The  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  there- 
fore, in  the  enaction  of  those  laws,  acted  correctly, 
if  they  were  not  already  preeludea  from  the  rights 
of  legislation  over  the  soil  of  the  State,  by  the 
terms  of  the  compact.    Now,  what  are  the  pro- 
visions of  this  compact,  which  bear  upon  thisqaes- 
tion,  and  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  coart, 
amount  to  a  consent  upon  the  part  of  Kentucky 
never  to  exercise  legislative  rignts  in  connexion 
with  her  freehold  ? 

The  third  article,  to  which  the  court  refers,  in 
exclusion  of  the  residue,  to  maintain  the  correct* 
nes8  of  their  opinion,  is  in  the  following  words: 
"  That  all  private  rights  and  interests  of  lands 

<  within  the  said  district,  derived  from  the  laws  of 
'  Virginia,  prior  to  such  separation,  shall  ret^, 
'  valid  and  secure,  under  the  laws  of  the  propoied 

<  State,  and  shall  be  determined  by  the  laws  now 
'  existing  in  this  State." 

To  understand  correctly  the  meaning  of  the 
words  expressed  in  the  foregoing  provision,  by  the 
contracting  parties,  it  becomes  important  to  look 
to  the  relative  condition  of  each,  and  to  ascertain 
the  contemplated  object  of  the  contract.  Kentucky, 
unprotected  and  unaided,  had  experienced  sll  the 
fortunes  and  all  the  honors  of  an  Indian  war. 
She  had  waded  through  her  troubks,  had  been 
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weighed  in  the  balance,  and  not  fonnd  wanting; 
bad  borne  down  every  opposing  obstacle,  and 
pro?ed  herself  worthy  of  enjoying  all  the  blessings, 
ihe  privileges,  and  immonities,  of  a  free  and  sov- 
tnlza  State.  She  petitioned  Virginia  to  aid  her 
Id  obtaining  them.  Virginia  was  ready,  willing, 
ind  anxious  to  render  her  every  facility.  All  the 
feelings  of  Virginia  towards  her  were  of  the  most 
partial  and  benevolent  character ;  she  felt  as  a  pa- 
rent to  a  child.  Indeed,  there  existed  mutual  af- 
fection ;  each  understood  well  the  situation  of  the 
}ther.  In  this  state  of  things,  they  made  the  com- 
pact. The  object  was— what?  Whv,  to  enable 
Keniocky  to  set  up  for  herself;  to  confer  upon  her 
the  right  of  enacting  laws  to  suit  her  condition ; 
to  adopt  such  regulations  as  were  most  conducive 
to  her  own  interest,  and  to  superintend  her  own 
internal  afiairs  in  a  maimer  most  agreeable  to  her 
own  will,  free  from  any  and  every  control  of  the 
mother  country. 

How,  then,  are  you  to  interpret  the  words  of  the 
stipalation  just  referred  to?  The  first  and  best 
rale  is,  to  use  as  much  common  sense  as  you  can 
well  employ,  in  giving  a  construction  to  any  con- 
tract, and  to  lav  aside  the  doctrine  of  '^  construc- 
tion construed ;''  to  crowd  in  as  few  artificial,  un- 
meaning distinctions,  as  possible ;  and  to  endeavor 
to  ascertain  the  fair  meaning  of  the  parties,  as  ex- 
pressed by  the  words  of  the  contract 

^^  That  private  rijghts  and  interests,  dbc.,  derived 
from  the  laws  of  Virginia,  dtc.,  shall  remain  valid 
ud  secure,"  dbc.     What  was  the  nature  of  those 
phTate  rights  here  agreed  to  be  made  secure? 
They  were  rights  and  interests  of  an  imperfect 
character,  such  as  surveys,  warrants,  entries,  dbc., 
which  were  preparatory  to  obtaining  a  grant  or 
patent  from  the  Government ;  not  absolute  rights, 
which  had  been  made  complete  by  the  emanation 
of  granu ;  for  this  obvious  reason :  the  latter  class 
Teqaired  no  agreement  to  make  them  valid  and 
secure ;  they  were  already  as  much  so  as  they 
could  be,  even  with  the  strongest  provisions — ^they 
were  vested  rights.    It  would,  therefore,  be  at  once 
stfiog  that  neither  of  the  parties  to  the  aforesaid 
instrument  understood  what  they  were  doing,  to 
appose  they  would  have  engaged  in  a  serious 
negotiation  to  giuird  against  an  evil  which  could 
could  not  happen.  "  Eights  derived  from  the  laws 
of  Virginia,"  dus.    The  term  « laws  of  Vir^nia," 
as  here  used,  as  understood  by  both  parties,  as  un- 
derstood in  common  usase,  meant  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  the  statute  laws  of  Virginia,  as  con- 
tradistingnished  from  the  statute  and  common 
laws  of  England — the  acts  of  the  Virginia  As- 
^bly,  which  had  from  time  to  time  b^n  enact- 
ed, creatine  rights  of  various  kinds,  such  as  poor 
nghts,  settlement  and  pre-emption  rights,  village 
nghts,  military  rights,  Sic.    Under  these  Virginia 
sutQtes,  many  of  the  citizens  of  Virginia  had  be- 
<^e  interested,  to  a  considerable  extent,  in  in- 
choate ri^hu  to  Umds  in  Kentucky,  which  grew 
^Qt  of  this  course  of  legislation.    Virginia,  there* 
we,  felt  anxious  (and  very  justly  too)  to  make  a 
proruion  of  this  kind,  to  enable  those  who  had, 
^er  the  several  acts  aforesaid,  vested  capital  in 
w«  porehaae  of  these  lands,  and  whose  rights 


were  incomplete,  to  have  them  made  secure ;  and 
Kentucky,  willing  also  that  Virginia  should  act  a 
faithful  part  towards  her  own  citizens,  agreed  to 
the  aforesaid  article ;  the  meaning  of  which  is, 
that  shet^  (Kentucky,)  on  her  part,  would  pass  no 
law  which  would  destroy  those  inchoate,  equita- 
ble rights,  created  by  the  State  of  Virginia ;  that 
she  would  present  no  obstacles  in  the  way  to  pre- 
vent their  ultimate  perfection.  Sir,  the  term  "  laws 
of  Virginia,"  is  stifl  understood  in  Kentucky,  and 
Virginia  also,  up  to  the  present  period,  in  legal  as 
well  as  common  style,  to  apply  distinctly  and  ex- 
clusively to  the  Virginia  code  of  laws,  without  the 
slightest  connexion  with  or  dependence  upon  the 
common  law  of  England.  The  parties,  therefore, 
who  draughted  this  compact,  never  once  thought 
of  including  the  common  law.  If  such  had  been 
their  object,  it  was  very  easy,  by  the  use  of  a  sin- 
gle expression,  to  have  made  a  declaration  to  that 
efiect.  But  the  principles  of  the  common  law 
could  not  very  well  apply  to  the  situation  of 
the  country.    To  prove,  however,  that  the  inter- 

Fretation  given  by  the  court  of  the  clause  to  which 
have  alluded  is  wholly  erroneous ;  we  have  but 
to  look  a  little  further  into  this  compact,  and  ex- 
amine for  a  moment  the  fourth  stipulation.  What 
does  it  declare? 

"  That  the  lands  within  the  proposed  State,  of  non- 
resident proprietors,  shall  not  in  any  case  be  taxed 
higher  than  the  lands  of  residents,  at  any  time  prior  to 
the  admission  of  the  proposed  State  to  a  vote,  by  its 
delegates  in  Congress,  when  soch  non-residents  re- 
side out  of  the  United  States ;  nor  at  any  time,  either 
before  or  after  such  admission,  where  such  non-resi- 
dents reside  within  this  oommonwealth,  within  which 
thb  stipulation  shall  be  reciprocal ;  or  where  such  non- 
residents reside  within  any  other  of  the  United  8tates« 
which  ahall  declare  the  same  to  be  reciprocal  within 
its  limits ;  nor  shall  a  neglect  of  cultivalion  or  im- 
provement of  any  land  within  either  the  proposed 
State  or  this  Commonwealth,  belonging  to  non-resi- 
dents, eitisens  of  the  other,  subject  such  non-residents 
to  forfeiture,  or  other  penalty,  within  the  term  of  six 
years,  after  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  the 
Federal  Union." 

The  second  rule  of  construing  a  contract,  (if 
not  already  laid  down  by  legal  writers,  for  the 
guidance  of  judges,  ought  to  be,)  is,  to  excmine  the 
whole  of  it;  to  see  if  all  the  parts  will  harmonize, 
and  to  look  into  the  conseouences,  which  will  of 
necessity  result  by  this  or  that  mode  of  construc- 
tion ;  and  to  ascertain,  by  such  and  such  interpre- 
tation, whether  the  object  of  the  contractors  is  or  is 
not  defeated.  This  second  rule  has  been  entirely 
overlooked  by  the  court  in  pronouncing  their  de- 
cision ;  the  fourth  article  makes  no  sort  of  figure 
whatever  in  the  opinion  delivered ;  and,  by  dtm- 
antetion^  one  mignt  presume  they  did  not  see  it 
It  is  however,  yery  clearly  expressed  by  this  clause 
of  the  contract,  that  Kentucky,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  six  years,  for  a  failure  upon  the  part  of 
non-residents  to  cultivate  or  improve  any  of  the 
land  within  her  boundary,  belonging  to  them, 
might  properly  and  justly  subject  such  lands  to 
forfeiture,  or  might  affix  any  other  penalty  she^ 
in  her  sound  discretion,  should  think  fit 
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Now,  sir,  a  question  necessarily  presents  itself, 
not  for  the  consideration  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
for  they  have  made  their  final  decision — Are 
those  occupant  laws  as  rigid,  as  severe,  as  hard, 
in  their  operation  against  non-residents,  as  a 
law  creating  forfeiture  of  land,  in  pursuance  of 
the  power  unquestionably  given  to  Kentucky,  in 
the  foregoing  clause?  Surely  not.  Kentucky, 
then,  for  adopting  the  measures  which  she  has 
done  to  protect  her  citizens,  has  manifested  a 
greater  forbearance  in  relation  to  non-residents 
than  the  court  has  given  her  credit  for.  She  has 
refused  to  extend  her  powers  of  legislation,  so  as 
at  once  to  put  an  end  to  aU  controversies,  with 
which  she  has  been  so  much  oppressed. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  construction 
given  by  the  court  to  the  third  article  of  the  com- 
pact is  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  stipulations 
contained  in  toe  fourth.  It  renders  the  latter  null 
and  void.  It  defeats  the  very  object  and  purpose 
which  each  of  the  contracting  parties  had  m  view. 
It  confers  all  the  benefits  of  tne  agreement  upon 
one  side,  without  any  corresponding  advantage  on 
the  other ;  one  party  gets  all,  the  other  nothing. 
Such  was  not  the  wish  and  understanding  of 
those  who  formed  the  agreement  In  a  few  years 
after  its  date,  the  first  occupant  law,  it  wUl  be 
seen,  was  adopted  by  Kentucky.  Her  course  of 
policy  was  not  a  matter  of  secrecy;  Virginia  was 
apprized  of  it,  and  fully  acquiesced  in  its  justice. 
No  murmuring  or  complaining  is  heard  of.  Had 
then  the  course  of  legislation  upon  the  part  of 
Kentucky  have  been  so  highly  unjust— so  entirely 
in  opposition  to  her  affreement — is  it  not  fair  to 
presume,  when  the  whole  subject  was  fresh  in  the 
recollection  of  all,  that  some  dissatisfaction  would 
have  displayed  itself?  No  official  communica- 
tion, however,  is  sent  to  Kentucky,  alleging  a 
breach  of  faith.  Again,  in  confirmation  of  the 
right  to  pass  these  severed  laws,  we  have  a  long 
course  of  legal  decision,  by  the  inferior  and  appel- 
late courts,  for  the  last  twenty-five  years:  by 
judges,  too,  whose  firmness,  intelligence,  and  legal 
acquirements,  are  in  no  manner  lessened  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Supreme  Courtis  declaration,  in 
this  same  opinion,  that  the  Kentucky  courts  may 
have  made  such  and  such  decisions,  but  they  had 
never  seen  them.  These  judges,  whose  decisions 
are  treated  so  cavalierly,  sir,  (it  might  be  said  in 
strict  truth)  would  not  fear  a  comparison  of  legal 
skilly  even  with  their  Svpreme  Honors.  We  havcy 
sir,  in  support  of  our  laws,  our  Legislature,  our 
lawyers,  our  judges.  Indeed,  more— we  have  the 
disinterested  ana  concurrent  testimony  of  other 

gentlemen,  not  citizens  of  the  West,  high,  very 
igh,  in  legal  reputation,  who  are  practitioners 
beSfre  the  same  court,  most  decidedly  upon  our 
side  of  the  question. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  look  for  one  moment  to 
the  effects  and  consequences  of  the  construction 
contended  for  by  the  court.  Kentucky  comes  into 
the  Union — how  1  Possessed  of  equal  rights  and 
privileges  with  the  other  sovereign  States  1  Noi 
a  mere  appendage ;  in  no  better  situation  than 
when  a  district,  without  the  ability  of  regulating 
her  own  internal  concerns.    Her  expectation  was 


to  be  ranked  among  her  sister  States  as  an  eqoiL 
But,  how  wofuUy  has  she  been  disappointed !  Now, 
she  is  told,  for  the  first  time,  she  surrendered  and 
relinquished  all  pretensions  of  that  sort  long  sinee. 
Construction  brings  about  all  this.  Yes,  coDstroe- 
tion!  Its  mighty  powers  are  irresistible;  it  bean 
down  every  thing  before  it ;  it  creates  new  prin- 
ciples; it  infuses  the  spirit  of  the  common  law 
into  a  contract,  against  the  will  of  both  parties; 
it  destroys  laws  long  since  established ;  and  it  is 
daily  acquiring  new  strength.  From  this  ease, 
and  others  to  which  reference  might  be  made,  the 
result  is  plain,  that,  unless  some  regulation  is 
made,  and  some  necessary  and  salutary  restraints 
are  adopted,  the  Supreme  Court,  by  iu  extensive 
jurisdiction,  as  it  now  exists^  will  finally  draw  into 
its  vortex  all  State  authorities. 

My  proposition,  Mr.  ChairmaD,  is  not  of  a  omr 
theoretic  and  speculative  character.  It  introdiion 
no  new  and  dangerous  principle.  If  you  desire  to 
amend  your  Constitution,  it  cannot  be  done  unless 
by  a  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  Suics. 
It,  upon  the  passage  of  any  bill  upon  your  tabic, 
the  President  of  the  Unitecl  States  chooses,  in  the 
exercise  of  his  Constitutional  privilege,  to  put  Jm 
veto  upon  it,  what  is  the  result  ?  It  is  retarned 
with  the  objections,  and  cannot  be  incorporated 
into  your  statute  book,  as  a  law,  without  a  maio^ 
ity  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concur  in  deem- 
ing it  shall  be.  But  a  minority  of  your  Judiciary, 
upon  the  most  solemn  and  importajit  questions, 
involving  the  rights,  the  interests,  and  prosperity, 
of  a  whole  community,  can  so  expound  laws  and 
constitutions,  as  to  prostrate  all  State  rigbis! 
This,  sir,  most  certainly  is  an  evil  which  may  be 
remedied  by  judicious  and  prudent  legislation.  It 
is  an  evil  which  is  growing  rapidly,  and  whicb,if 
not  checked,  will  produce  very  serious  diseoatent. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  resolutions  which  I  ha?e 
the  honor  of  presenting  for  the  consideration  of 
this  Committee,  cannot,  I  apprehend,  endanger  tbe 
dignity  or  importance  of  the  judges.  Their  firm- 
ness will  not  be  weakened ;  their  intelligeooe  wiU 
not  be  affected;  their  reputation  will  not  be  im- 
paired by  their  passage.  I  would  agree  to  sq 
proposition  which  had  for  its  object  such  resuiis. 
it  is  indispensably  necessary,  in  every  well  rege- 
lated Government,  to  have  the  most  enlightened 
judiciary,  prepared  at  all  times  to  do  their  dutf, 
without  fear,  favor,  or  affection.  A  timid,  tinM- 
serving  court,  in  any  country,  is  worse  than  a 
nuisance.    But,  sir,  m  legislating  upon  this  sub* 

t'ect,  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  judges,  at  last,  aie 
lut  men ;  perfection  and  infallibility  are  proper 
ties  which  do  not  attach  to  them.  Let  us,  then- 
fore,  increase  the  chances  of  a  correct  decisioa 
upon  such  occasions  as  are  embraced  by  the  reso- 
lutions, by  requiring  five  to  concur. 

Mr.  Chairman,  how  does  the  matter  stand,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  state  of  facts?  Yon  hare 
now  seven  Judges  upon  the  Supreme  Bench ;  foot 
constitute  a  quorum.  Say  three  are  abseot,  upon 
some  Constitutional  (question  which  comes  before 
that  tribunal,  vitally  important.  The  arguments 
are  heard ;  three  concur  m  declaring  the  law  un- 
constitutional—mm  dissents.    The  judgment  of  the 
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coart  below  is  reversed.  A  decision  is  obtained 
in  this  wsy  hj  a  mmoniy.  One  of  the  judges 
writes  his  opinion,  and  two  hear  it  read,  perhaps, 
njr  Aj^TMrf,  as  we  often  do,  in  this  House,  without 
knowioff  the  question — more  for  the  sake  of  form 
than  suEstanee.  Their  decision  goes  oat,  is  pub- 
lished, and  is  receired  by  the  State  courts,  as 
biodiog  authority.  Suppme,  at  the  next  term,  all 
the  judges  are  present— «  similar  question  is  again 
before  the  court;  the  absentees  concur  with  the 
one  jad^  who  dissented  upon  the  former  ocea- 
sioo.  What,  then,  is  the  consequence?  You  have 
two  contradictory  decisions  in  relation  to  the  same 
rabject  matter— both  sent  out  as  a  sound  exposi- 
tion of  Constitutional  law,  as  precedents  for  the 
coontry.  One  decision  determmes  A  shall  have 
this  property;  another  declares  B,  whose  cause 
was  precisely  such  a  one  as  A's,  shall  not  recover 
in  bis  case.  Thus  stood  the  cause  from  Ken- 
tucky; four  judges  present — three  concurred  in 
believing  the  laws  involved  in  the  controversy 
were  against  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  declares,  among  other 
thiogs,  that  no  law,  impairing  the  obligation  of  a 
contract,  shall  be  passed.  One  dissented.  Try 
the  weight  of  intelleotual  authorities  pro  and  con ; 
pot  them  in  the  scales — which  will  preponderate  ? 
The  iadge  who  dissents,  most  assuredly  is  at  least 
equal  to  one  of  the  three  who  concurs  m  the  deci- 
sion. There  are  then  two  left  in  the  balance.  I 
vill  Bot  stop  to  inquire  whether  they  were  likely 
to  understand  the  kind  of  case  submitted  to  their 
consideration,  involving  intricate  doctrines,  in  re- 
lation to  a  species  of  land  titles  with  which  they 
were  in  nowise  very  familiar.  Let  it  be  concedea, 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  they  deserve  to  be 
naked  amongst  the  most  enlightened  jurists  of 
the  country — you  cannot,  however,  make  more 
than  two  upon  that  side^of  the  question.  Look 
to  the  opposite  scale — and  what  hare  we?  The 
Legislature  of  a  whole  State,  year  after  year,  have 
asserted,  in  the  most  unqualified  manner,  their 
Constitutional  right  to  enact  these  laws.  .They 
so  decided,  upon  mature  deliberation,  not  influ- 
enced by  excitement.  Ail  the  jud^  of  all  the 
courts  hare,  by  a  long  course  of  decision,  without 
eiceptioD,  maintained  the  same  power ;  they  have 
done  90,  after  having  repeatedly  given  to  the  sub- 
ject the  fullest  investigation.  Two  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  strangers,  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  to  the  subject,  have  asserted  no  such  right 
existed.  Upon  whose  decision  would  you  place 
most  reliance?  Which  is  entitled  to  the  greatest 
share  of  con fidenee— that  of  the  two,  or  the  col- 
lected wisdom  of  a  whole  State,  both  of  the  po- 
litical and  the  legal  kind  ?  Which,  under  all  the 
circumstaDces,  is  most  likely  to  be  correct?  The 
uiswer  is  by  no  means  perplexing.  One  leading 
principle,  in  all  our  institutions,  is,  that  a  minority 
in  the  exercise  of  any  official  duties  shall  not  con- 
^l.  But,  in  this  instance,  there  is  a  departure 
ftom  the  rule;  a  minority  has  given  an  exposition 
of  the  Constitution,  upon  a  question  of  the  first 
nugnitttde,  which  is  to  be  acknowledged  by  all  as 
correct  doctrine,  and  treated  accordingly.  Can 
tbu  be  right  ?    Is  it  according  to  the  spirit  and 


genius  of  our  Government  ?  But  what  is  there 
objectionable  in  requiring  five  to  concur,  before 
any  law  of  a  State  shall  be  held  null  and  void  ? 
There  is  more  safety  in  such  a  regulation  than  to 
leave  it  as  it  now  stands.  You  may  rest  assured, 
sir,  the  States  would  be  much  belter  satisfied  with 
a  decision  unfavorable  to  their  laws  by  five  judges 
than  by  two  or  three ;  and,  should  it  become  the 
duty  of  the  court,  in  the  administration  of  justice, 
to  make  such  decisions,  five  will  not  hesitate  to 
do  it.  There  is  little  or  no  danger  of  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  being  under  the  influence 
of  the  several  States.  The  danger  is  altogether 
upon  the  other  side.  They  are  not  dependent 
upon  the  States  for  their  office,  or  the  emolti- 
ments  of  it.  No  reason  does  or  can  exist,  there- 
fore, to  suppose  that  the  judges  of  this  court  efer 
did,  or  ever  will,  lean  in  Tavor  of  the  States, 
against  the  Gtenerai  Government. 

A  gentleman  near  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  whose 
opinions  and  suggestions  at  all  times,  in  this 
House  and  elsewhere,  deserve  the  highest  consid- 
eration, will  allow  me  to  correct  his  misappre- 
hensions. In  a  whisper,  loud  enough  to  be  heard, 
he  fears  that  gmt  harm  mig^t  grow  out  of  the 
proposed  resolutions,  and  that  they  are  a  Ken- 
tucky project.  If  great  injury  would  be  likely  to 
ensue  by  their  adoption,  I  should  think  it  could 
be  made  manifest  by  argument.  Let  the  dangers 
be  pointed  out.  Let  us  see  whether  the  evtt 
which  is  likely  to  happen  is  equal  to  that  now  in 
existence.  Tne  gentleman  will  find  some  diffi- 
culty in  proving  tqat  all  is  right ;  that  a  minority 
of  the  court  should  decide  any  question,  and  that 
nothing  ought  to  be  done.  I  will  hear  him  with 
great  pleasure.  Perhaps  he  can  remove  everf 
difficulty.  We  have  ''  already  lost  the  land ;''  we 
have  nothing  left  but  the  argument,  and  we  may 
lose  that  also. 

Why,  sir,  is  this  called  a  Kentucky  project? 
It  is  not  to  have  a  mere  local  operation.  It  is  not 
to  be  limited  to  any  particular  place.  It  is  gen«> 
eral  in  its  character ;  it  applies  to  the  whole  na- 
tion; it  is  co-extensive  with  the  existence  of  the 
evil,  and  is  intended  as  a  remedy.  It  is  true, 
Kentucky  feeb  an  anxious  solicitude  upon  the 
subject ;  not  from  local  and  selfish  considerations, 
but  from  a  most  thorough  conviction  that  the 
General  GUivernment  is  greatly  interested  in  the 
adoption  of  some  measure  in  relation  to  the  Su- 
preme Court. 

I  am  sorry,  sir.  that  almost  every  measure  which 
has  been  brougnt  before  this  House,  for  some 
months  past,  is  emphatically  styled  "the  Ken- 
tucky policy — the  kentucky  measure."  These 
local  distinctions  had  much  better  be  avoided; 
they  are  not  pleasant.  They  have  no  good  efiect, 
particularly  when  uttered  in  connexion  with 
marked  indications  of  malice  and  hatred  against 
a  whole  people.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Randolph)  has,  from  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  and  more  especially  in  a  very  recent 
debate,  manifested  a  strong  spirit  of  this  sectional 
sort.  He  has  sought  every  possible  occasion  to 
pour  forth  his  gall  and  bitterness,  and  to  display 
bis  wit,  against  the  people  beyond  the  mountains.* 
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He  has  given  to  this  Hoase  a  most  ludicroas  de- 
acription  of  their  dress,  their  appearance,  their 
manners,  and  their  hahits.  He  has  taken  peenliar 
pleasure  in  attempting  to  exhibit  them  belore  this 
nation  as  uncivilized  savages,  rather  than  as 
American  citizens.  I  most,  said  Mr.  L..  take  the 
liberty  of  declaring  to  that  gentleman  tnat  he  is 
most  grossly  and  inexcusably  ignorant  of  the 
character  the  feelings,  the  intelligence,  and  the 
habits,  of  the  Western  people.  Sir,  with  the  ut- 
most frankness,  I  admiL  their  external  appear- 
ance is  not  the  most  fashionable  and  elegant 
kind ;  they  are  not  decorated  in  all  the  style,  the 
«iiety,  and  the  taste,  of  a  dandy  of  the  first  water. 
Their  means  are  too  limited,  and  their  discretion 
is  too  great,  I  trust,  for  the  indulgence  of  such 
foppery  and  extravagance.  The  fact  is,  a  dandy 
is  not  a  character  in  great  demand,  with  either 
sex,  in  our  country;  and  when,  by  ehanee,  one 
happens  to  go  there,  even  with  nis  slender  share 
of  intellect,  he  soon  discovers  that  is  not  the  pro- 
per theatre  for  him  to  acquire  glory  and  renown, 
and  accordingly  he  makes  his  exit  suddenly.  I 
concede,  also,  that  the  Kentuckians,  in  the  gen- 
€ral,  would  not  make  a  brilliant  figure  at  a  levee 
or  drawing-room.  Their  bows  would  not  be  quite 
80  obsequious,  their  smiles  not  quite  so  fascina- 
ting, their  manners  not  quite  so  refined,  as  the 
orders  in  council  or  etiquette  of  the  day  mieht 
demand.  They  have  not  acquired  that  gracenil- 
ness  of  action,  that  ease  of  deportment,  that  ele- 
Ance  of  accomplishment^  so  as  to  make  you  three 
bows  in  two  seconds;  nor  haye  their  representa- 
tives acquired  never-fading  laurels  for  their  profi- 
ciency in  that  great  science.  The  people  or  our 
country  do  not  attach  the  least  importance  to  be- 
ings entirely  lost  in  admiration  of  themselves,  add 
devotion  to  personal  appearance.  Such  trifling 
follies  they  leave  to  the  weak;  to  those  who  can 
do  nothing  else,  and  who  have  the  means  of  in- 
dulging in  a  taste  so  illy  directed,  and  so  little 
envied.  Let  those,  sir,  who  have  a  pride  of  that 
kind,  enjoy,  to  the  fullest  extent,  all  its  charms, 
and  all  its  consequence. 

Again,  we  are  told  these  bear-hunters,  these 
fellows  with  their  leather  leggings,  rifle  guns,  and 
moccasins,  get  every  thing  they  ask  for ;  but  not 
being  contented,  wish  to  control  the  whole  politi- 
cal concerns,  and  to  direct  the  destinies  of  this 
nation.  Why,  sir,  are  such  unfounded  and  illib- 
eral assertions  made,  in  relation  to  the  people  of 
the  West?  What  fact  have  you  to  authorize 
auch  imputations?  Who,  from  that  quarter  of 
the  country,  ever  attempted  to  manage  every  thing, 
to  direct  every  thing,  and  require  every  thing  ? 
Ah,  sir,  there  was  a  time— I  hate  to  think  of  it ; 
it  is  with  most  painful  and  unfeigned  reluctance, 
I  can  bring  myself  to  allude  to  it — there  was  a 
time,  however,  when  it  would  have  been  better 
for  this  nation  if  these  backwoodsmen  could  have 
had  a  little  more  direction  in  the  management  of 
your  military  operations  in  this  quarter.  Perhaps 
you  have  some  faint  recollection  of  the  time  when 
a  few  of  His  Majesty's  troops  travelled  a  distance 
of  fifty  miles,  over  broken  ground,  and  through 
thick  woods,  burnt  your  Capitol,  made  your  pal- 


ace soldiers'  quarters,  and  complied  your  citizess 
to  abandon  their  habitations,  and  to  seeks  sheltct 
in  the  distant  woods.  That  was  the  very  time 
sir,  when  five  hundred  of  those  persons,  who  hare 
been  made  the  subject  of  ridicule,  and  who  tie 
stigmatized  with  the  epithet  of  the  moccasin  gen- 
try, and  hontinff-shirt  gentlemen,  woold  ure 
won  for  themaeTves  imperishable  kme;  wooid 
have  saved  millions  of  money  to  yonr  coaoiry: 
yes,  and  would  have  saved,  uso,  your  natiooil 
nonor. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  is  not  to  the  exterior  of 
men  we  should  look.  Fortune  afibrds  adraotaea 
which  may  enable  one  to  appear  well,  when,  ia 
truth,  there  is  nothing  worthy  of  admiratioD.  It 
is  the  conduct,  the  deportment,  the  priaciplts  of 
men.  we  should  examine.  Will  the  people  of 
the  West,  will  Kentuckians,  fear  an  examiniiioi 
of  this  sort?  Can  they  not  undergo  the  moft 
strict  scrutiny  as  citizens,  as  patriots,  always  pn> 
pared  to  present  themselves  at  their  conntry^s  call; 
ready,  upon  all  occasions,  to  afford  the  mtft 
prompt  and  timely  assistance,  when  that  assistance 
is  required  ?  Who  can  boast  of  a  preference  ora 
them  ?  Of  the  past,  however,  I  will  not  spetk.  1 
will  not  make  disagreeable  and  invidious  compar- 
isons. Let  the  firmness,  the  valor,  the  sofferio;. 
of  the  people  of  the  West,  during  our  receot  coa- 
Aict,  be  forgotten.  Say  nothing  of  the  laaitb 
which  they  won  in  battle ;  say  nothing  of  the 
many  patient  feats  of  starvation  they  endured. 
without  a  murmur.  Withhold,  if  you  choose,  the 
gratitude  of  the  nation ;  but  1  beg  of  yoQ  to  do 
justice  to  their  private  virtues,  to  allow  them,  at 
least,  a  character  for  integrity^  of  motive,  for  b^ 
nevolence  of  heart,  for  hospitality  of  conducL 
Suffer  me,  sir,  to  tell  you,  these  Kentuckians,  wbc 
have  been  treated  in  the  debates  with  so  mocb 
unkindness,  are  about  the  very  finest  fellows  to 
this  Gk)vernment.  I  make  no  exceptions.  Tit 
them  in  any  way  you  may  select,  and  yon  will 
readily  acquiesce  in  the  truth  of  my  assertioD 
Their  hospitality  is  without  ostentation,  without 
parade,  without  hypocrisy ;  it  is  not  contamioated. 
and  I  trust  never  will  be,  by  the  fashionable  rices 
which  might  be  enumerated,  as  the  tip  of  the  ^u 
aomeother  places.  If  a  Kentuckian  meets  you,  sires 
you  a  hearty  shake  of  the  hand,  and  says,  **  Sir,  I  ao 
very  happy  to  see  you,"  he  tells  you  the  troth ;  he 
utters  not  the  commonplace,  unmeaning  compli- 
ments ;  he  speaks  the  language  of  bis  heart  li 
he  make  declarations  of  friendship,  you  may  be- 
lieve him.  If  you  visit  him,  there  is  no  waiter  w 
meet  you  at  the  door,  and  avow  his  master  ii  ao| 
at  home,  when  he  is  actually  in  the  house;  aod 
should  you  spend  a  few  hours  unceremonioo^F 
with  him  and  his  family,  in  social  conversatioo. 
so  soon  as  you  retire,  he  will  not  say,  after  pressing 
you  to  make  it  convenient  to  call  and  see  oiiQ 
again,  "  Oh  !  what  a  tiresome  visitor  j  I  was  nerer 
more  out  of  patience  in  all  my  life ;  such  aootQer 
visit  would  really  kill  me;  I'hope  he  will  nerer 
come  again."  And,  after  you  are  gone,  your  rep- 
utation is  not  assailed.  No ;  these  wise  and  bap- 
py  inventions  are  unknown  to  the  people  of  tof 
West.    I  wish  I  could  use  the  same  remars  lo 
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relatioD  to  the  people  erery  where  else.  Why, 
sir,  you  may  yisit  the  humblest  cottage  in  our 
country,  and  you  will  find  every  tbiuff  to  admire. 
So  soon  aa  the  faithful  dog,  by  bis  sduting  bark, 
announces  that  a  stranger  is  coming,  your  aston- 
ishment would  commence ;  you  would  have  the 
singular  felicity  of  behold iug  a  most  delightful 
spectacle — about  twelve  or  thirteen  fine,  ruddy, 
well-formed,  hearty-looking  young  Democrati, 
would  run  out  to  see  the  stranger ;  and  upon  en- 
tering the  house,  you  would  oe  met  by  a  very 
plain,  unaffected  woman,  to  all  appearance  about 
thirty  vears  old,  whose  countenance  would  at 
once  tell  you  to  make  yourself  easy;  you  would 
meet  with  kindness,  and,  in  casting  your  eyes 
around,  yoo  would  see  two  more  little  fellows, 
who  were  too  small  to  run  out  at  the  first  alarm. 
Presently,  would  come  from  the  labors  of  the  day, 
an  honest,  good-looking  roan,  to  rest  himself 
awhile  in  the  bosom  of  his  family,  dressed,  sir,  not 
in  fine  rufiles  and  broadcloth,  with  powdered  hair, 
bat  in  good,  substantiaL  plain  clothes,  manufac* 
tared  by  the  industry  ot  his  wife ;  and,  upon  en- 
tering into  conversation  with  him,  an  ample 
theme  for  reflection  would  be  afforded ;  you  would 
wonder  how  one  in  his  humble  station  could  have 
known  so  much,  upon  so  many  subjects,  with  such 
limited  opportunities.  You  might  here  see  a  mo- 
del worthy  of  admiration,  indeed,  of  imitation — 
conjugal  felicity,  parental  and  filial  affection,  un- 
dirided  and  unfettered.  And  here,  too,  the  pnilo- 
sopher,  as  well  as  the  statesman,  might  learn  some 
useful  and  practical  lessons.  In  some  short  time, 
you  would  find  a  repast  set  before  you,  if  not  of 
all  the  niceties,  and  luxuries,  and  parade,  which 
are  to  be  met  with  elsewhere,  of  good  plain  whole- 
some diet,  among  which  would  be  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  dishes  that  can  possibly  be  prepared  in 
any  country,  and  that  is,  a  hearty,  sincere  wel- 
come, without  apologies  and  without  price.  Sir, 
these  are  the  very  citizens  of  whom  the  nation 
oQght  to  be  proud.  They  constitute  the  bone,  and 
sinew,  and  strength,  of  your  GK>vernment.  In  the 
hour  of  peril  and  danger,  they  are  always  ready  to 
rally  around  the  standard  of  their  country.  Call 
Qpon  them  to  maintain  the  honor  of  the  nation, 
to  defend  her  rights,  they  set  op  no  Constitutional 
scruples,  in  answer  to  your  call,  abaui  croiHng  &ottn- 

Snch  are  the  people  of  the  West,  the  people 
of  Kentucky;  and  such  are  those,  whom  our 
State,  by  the  exercise  of  her  legitimate  rights  of 
legislation,  has  attempted  to  shield,  and  protect, 
from  the  iron  grasp  of  the  land  speculator.  Are 
they  not  entitled,  from  every  consideration,  to  the 
kind  attention  of  the  Government  ?  These,  sir, 
Are  the  people  for  whom  our  occupant  law  was 
enacted.  Do  they  not  deserve  the  protection  of 
their  Government?  What  man  is  there,  who 
could  stand  by,  without  exclaiming,  "  This  is  not 
'  right,  tounhousesuch  families  as  these,  take  from 
'  them  their  little  improvement,  and  proclaim— 
^  go  hence;  what  you  have  labored  for,  I  will  en- 
*  joy." 

Again,  sir,  we  are  told,  such  are  the  extraordi- 
nary demands  of  the  people  of  the  West,  who 


have  swallowed  up  all  the  loaves  and  fishes,  such 
are  their  repeated  claims  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
tolerating  them—*"  like  sturdy  beggars,  they  will 
take  no  denial;" — that  rebellion  must  be  the  ulti- 
mate consequence.  For  myself,  I  protest  against 
this  mode  of  legislation ;  this  display  of  sectional 
feeling;  of  crymg  out  to  one  part  of  the  Union' 
"  You  get  every  thing— we  get  nothing ;  the  Gov- 
ernment is  kind  to  you,  careful  of  your  interests, 
whilst  ours  is  neglected,  overlooked,  and  forgot- 
ten.'' Sir,  these  suggestions  and  assertions,  so  far 
as  the  West  is  concerned,  are  not  true.  What 
have  we  ever  received  from  the  fostering  hand  of 
the  Government  ?  Point  out  the  single  instance. 
Yes,  the  public  lands,  it  is  said,  were  sold  for  our 
accommodation.  But  who  got  the  money  ?  It 
all  came  into  your  coffers ;  we  never  have  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  a  single  copper.  But,  we  are  told, 
the  Government  has  been  good  enough  to  suffer 
us  to  enjojr  the  privileges  of  a  mail.  A  mighty 
privilege,  indeed !  one  for  which  we  ought,  in 
humble  submission,  with  bended  knees,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  most  unbounded  gratitude,  for 
your  very  great  condescension.     What  news  do 

foo  send  to  the  West  by  these  mails  ?  Very  good, 
hope.  No,  sir ;  doleful,  melancholy  tidings  are 
conveyed  to  them  weekly.  You  bid  them  be  in- 
dustrious, labor  hard — you  have  more  demands 
against  tnem — your  account  is  already  very  great ; 
but  you  are  going  on  ^yttij  day  to  make  it  still 
more  enormous :  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars 
to  be  appropriated  to  the  erection  of  fortifications — 
where  ?  not  in  the  West,  but  in  the  East — $250,000 
to  be  added  for  this  purpose— ^200,000  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  $100,000  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public 
TreBsury,toonegentleman,for  his  patriotism.  This 
is  the  kind  of  news  you  send  them  by  your  mails. 
But,  sir^  do  you  ever  tell  them  of  any  public  moneys 
to  be  expended  in  the  West  ?  No,  sir ;  no  such  let- 
ter in  your  statute  book ;  no  one  there  gets  $l00,- 
000  more  than  he  ought  to  have,  for  services  ren- 
dered in  the  late  war.  But  you  say,  all  this  is  so 
very  oppressive,  it  is  not  to  be  borne-^rebellion 
rather  than  oppression.  Why,  sir,  we  should  like 
very  much  that  sor^  of  oppression,  of  enjoying  all 
the  public  expenditures.  It  would  be  quite  com- 
fortable. If  vou  must  have  rebellion,  suffer  me  to 
tell  you,  you  nad  better  travel  anv  other  road  than 
over  the  mountains.  In  the  language  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  it  would  be  a  stumpy 
road. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  a  most  fruitless  and 
unpleasant  topic  ;  and  really  there  is  no  apology 
for  its  introduction  into  the  debates  of  this  House, 
under  any  circumstances  whatever.  And  why  it 
should  make  a  figure  so  often,  in  reference  to  the 
West,  I  am  at  a  Toss  to  perceive.  No  national  or 
individual  advantage  is  likely  to  flow  from  its 
discussion.  If  any  gentleman,  sir,  is  so  mad  as 
to  suppose,  by  the  use  of  such  idle  threats,  his 
dignity  or  his  importance  is  enhanced  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  country,  the  sooner  he  is  restored 
to  his  right  reason,  the  better.  He  adds  nothing 
to  his  reputation  as  a  statesman,  or  to  the  good- 
ness of  his  heart  as  a  citizen.  I  hope  never  to 
hear  another  allusion,  in  this  House,  to  that  sub. 
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ject ;  for,  let  it  be  understood,  by  these  presents, 
that  we,  the  people  of  the  West,  will  never  suffer 
any  rebellion  to  take  place.  There  is  not  the  most 
distant  prospect  of  it ;  the  declaration  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  R.)  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  I  do  not  see  that  ^ntleman, 
at  this  moment,  in  his  seat.  I  regret  his  absence. 
I  had  a  particular  desire,  sir,  Co  tender  him  my 
best  respects,  fur  the  many  kind  civilities  he  has, 
voluntarily,  paid  to  the  people  I  have  the  honor, 
in  part,  to  represent  His  polite  attention  shall 
not  go  unrewarded.  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure, 
upon  some  suitable  occasion,  in  my  awkward 
way,  to  acknowledge  the  great  debt  of  gratitude 
which  is  so  justly  due  to  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment, as  a  substitute  to  the  first  of  the  above  res- 
olutions : 

Ruohed^  Thtt  a  qooram  of  the  Saprame  Court,  to 
transact  tho  bosioess  of  that  tribunsly  should  consist 
of  such  a  nomber  of  the  Justices  composing  it,  that  a 
majority  of  the  quorum  ahall  be  a  majority  of  the 
whole  court,  including  the  Chief  Justice. 

Mr.  FoRBTTB  supported  his  motion  in  a  short 
roefech ;  and  Messrs.  Wicklifpb,  Clay,  Forsyth, 
Webster,  Mercer,  P.  P.  Barbodr,  Randolph, 
and  Trimble,  respectively,  spoke  at  considerable 
leneth  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Wicklipfe  addressed  the  Committee,  in 
substance,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman:  The  subject  is  an  important 
one;  and,  on  that  account  alone,  I  hope  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  in  its  discussion. 
Some  of  the  friends  of  the  measure  on  your  table, 
were  inclined  not  now  to  press  it,  under  the  belief 
that  the  time  was  unfavorable  to  the  full  and  free 
discussion  which  its  magnitude  demanded.  The 
duty  of  those,  charged  by  the  remonstrance,  with 
its  presentation  here,  required,  at  their  hands,  an 
effort,  in  furtherance  of  the  views  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Kentucky ;  and  I  am  gratified  to  discover 
a  wish  in  the  Committee  that  the  debate  should 
now  progress. 

The  cnaracter  of  this  question,  which  proposes 
an  important  modification  in  the  Judiciary  act ; 
the  deep  interest  which  one  of  the  States  feels 
upon  the  occasion  ;  reouire  of  Congress  an  indul- 
gent, and,  I  hope,  a  favorable  consideration  of 
the  resolutions  submitted  by  my  colleague,  (Mr. 
Letcher.)  Were  it  a  subject  in  which  the  State 
of  Kentucky  was  alone  interested,  her  representa- 
tives on  this  floor  would  regard  the  determination 
of  the  Committee  now  to  progress  with  its  discus- 
sion, more  an  act  of  kindness  to  them,  than  a  mat- 
ter of  ri^ht.  But  it  is  one  involving  a  principle 
of  vital  importance  to  the  whole  Union ;  and,  al- 
though presented  to  us  by  a  single  State,  (inferior 
to  none  in  the  practice  and  support  of  Republican 

STinciples,)  it  demands  of  Congress  a  dispassionate 
eliberation. 

,  I  will  not  unnecessarily  consume  your  time,  and 
I  hope  not  to  exhaust  your  patience,  whilst  I  en- 
deavor, in  a  few  words,  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  true  character  of  the  question,  presented  by 
the  remonstrance  and  resolutions  now  before  us. 
It  may  not  be  improper,  in  order  to  arrive  at 


that  object,  to  state  some  of  the  causes  which  hare 
brought  them  into  existence,  and  forced  them  upoa 
our  attention.  You  are  informed,  by  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  aceompsDicd 
by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  \}vl\- 
ted  States,  (of  which  it  complains,)  that  the  power 
of  that  State  to  pass  certain  laws,  denominated 
the  Occupying  Claimant  Laws,  is  denied  bf  that 
court  \  that  they  violate  the  compact  between  the 
States  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  ;  and,  therefore, 
impugn  the  lOih  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  declatcs, 
among  other  things,  "  That  no  State  shall  pan 
any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts.'' 
A  question  naturally  presents  itself  to  the  miodof 
every  person  unacquainted  with  the  history  of 
Kentucky  and  her  internal  police:  '*Are  these 
laws  of  such  mighty  importance  as  to  call  forth, 
in  strong  language,  the  feelings  of  the  Legislaiuie? 
Are  the  principles  settled  by  the  case  of  Orees 
and  Biddle,  and  the  evils  which  flow  from  thai 
decision,  such,  that  the  Legislature  of  Ken  tacky 
cannot,  by  some  modification  of  the  laws  in  qoes- 
tion,  avert  or  palliate  them?''  I  answer,  Yes; 
such  is  their  character.  They  are  laws  rendered 
necessary  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the 
State,  by  the  fatal  policy  pursued  by  Virffioia,  ii 
the  disposition  of  her  vacant  lands,  in  the  thea 
district  of  Kentucky.  And  if  the  court  be  correct, 
to  the  extent  of  the  principles  assumed  io  that 
opinion,  no  legislative  aid,  no  change  or  modifica- 
tion of  these  laws,  can  avert  or  palliate  the  miseries 
which  must  iifevitably  ensue.  The  people,  in  tiie 
exercise  of  their  hi^n  and  sovereign  powers  in 
convention,  cannot  nd  themselves  of  the  effects  of 
the  principle  settled  by  the  Supreme  Court ;  which 
principle  is  fixed  like  an  incubus  upon  the  rights 
of  the  State.  We  can  do  nothing  but  present  our 
grievance  before  you ;  point  to  the  injury  which 
has  been  inflicted ;  and  beseech  you  to  adopt  the 
measure  on  your  table,  and  thereby  strengthen  the 
ramparts  of  State  sovereignty.  It  is  by  the  pres- 
ervation of  legitimate  State  rights,  that  you  gire 
the  best  security  to  the  stability  and  happiness  of 
this  Union. 

I  said,  sir,  these  taws  were  rendered  necessary 
to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  ojT  the  citizens  of 
Kentucky,  by  the  misguided  policy  of  Virginia; 
a  policjr  ruinous  but  liberal,  benevolent  and  patri- 
otic in  its  objects.  With  the  exception  of  the  del- 
egation of  Virffinia  and  Kentucky,  but  few,  if  in- 
deed any,  of  the  members  of  this  House  a^ea^ 
quainted  with  the  mode  by  which  lands  were  k- 
quired,  and  are  now  held,  in  the  latter  State.  Prior 
to  the  Revolution,  large  portions  of  those  lands 
were  granted  by  the  Crown  to  the  officers  of  the 
army  engaged  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars, 
which  preceded  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Toward  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  many  persons, 
as  if  in  quest  of  danger,  penetrated  the  wilderness; 
and  after  many  dire  struggles  with  the  savages  for 
empire,  maintained  with  loss  of  much  blood  their 
i  n  fant  settlements.  Virgin  ia.  (in  a  spirit  of  justice 
to  her  creditors,  and  in  fulfilment  of  that  pledge 
of  public  faith  of  which  she  has  always  be^ 
proudly  tenacious,)  after  securing  to  the  early  ad- 
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Teoturers  and  settlers  Id  Kentucky)  what  are  called, 
"  settlement  and  pre-emption  rights,  poor-rights, 
and  cora-rights ;"  (terms  well  understood,  by  the 
citizeDs  of  Kentucky,)  opened  her  land  office, 
1779^80 ;  and  by  it  sne  poured  out  the  contents  of 
a  Pandora's  box  upon  the  ill-fated  inhabitants  of 
the  State.  By  the  provisions  of  the  land  law  of 
1779,  warrants  for  land  were  issued  to  any  and 
erery  person,  upon  the  payment  of  the  State 
price  in  the  paper  currency  of  Virginia.  The 
proprietors  of  these  warrants  were  required  to 
locate  the  same  by  an  entry  in  the  surveyor's 
books,  with  such  certainty  and  precision,  that 
each  subsequent  locator,  in  like  manner,  could 
appropriate  the  adjacent  residuum.  I  am  cer- 
taioly  correct  when  I  tell  you,  that  warrants 
for  tnree  times  the  quantity  of  vacant  land,  then 
owned  by  Virginia,  in  the  district  of  Kentucky, 
were  issued.  In  many  districts  of  country  in 
Kentocky,  I  have  known  to  exist  there,  four,  five, 
aod  six,  distinct  adversary  claims  to  the  same 
tract  of  land.  Hence  the  phrase,  in  frequent  use, 
"  that  Kentucky  i«  shingled  with  land  claims." 
Maojr  of  these  claims  wer^  settled  by  the  original 
proprietors  and  first  adventurers  to  that  country ; 
mea  who  had  to  contead  with  dangers,  and  endure 
sufferings,  not  easily  to  be  imagined  by  the  present 
population ;  and  more  easily  conceived  than  de^ 
scribed  by  those  who  witnessed  and  participated 
iathem. 

In  this  state  of  things,  removed  at  a  great  dis- 
tance from  the  seat  of  p>verninent  in  Virginia, 
Uboriog  under  difficulties  and  embarrassments, 
which  were  not  felt  and  duly  appreciated  by  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  the  citizens 
of  the  then,  district  of  Kentucky  petitioned  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  to  permit  them  to  become 
a  free  and  sovereign  State.  The  politicians  who 
filled  the  public  councils  of  the  State,  at  that  pe- 
riod, upon  becoming  more  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  wants,  interests,  and  difficulties  of  the 
people  of  Kentucky,  were  satisfied  that  their  fu- 
ture happiness  and  prosperity  depended  upon  the 
favorable  issue  of  their  fpplication. 

lo  1789,  a  law  passed  the  Legislature  preserib- 
iDg  the  conditions  upon  which  this  new  govern- 
ment was  to  be  established.  This  is  what  is 
teroied,  in  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
**  The  compact  with  Virginia."  By  the  seventh 
section  of  that  compact,  it  is  provided  that  all  pri- 
vate riffbts  aod  interests  of  lands  within  the  pro- 
pmi  district^  derived  from  the  laws  of  Virginia, 
prior  to  such  separation,  shall  remain  valid  and 
secure  under  the  laws  of  the  proposed  State,  and 
shall  be  determined  by  the  laws  now  in  existence 
in  this  State. 

The  latter  clause  of  the  eighth  section  reads  as 
follows :  *'  Not  shall  a  neglect  of  cultivation  or 
'  improvement  of  any  land  within  the  proposed 
'  State,  or  this  Commonwealth,  belonging  to  non- 

*  resident  citizens  of  the  other,  subject  such  non- 
^  residents  to  forfeiture,  or  other  penalty,  within 

*  the  term  of  six  years  after  the  admission  of  the 
'  said  State  into  the  Federal  Union."  These  are, 
mbstantially,  the  only  parts  of  the  compact  which 
have  any  connexion  with  the  present  subject. 

I8th  Cox.  Ist  Sebs.— 80 


This  compact  is  made  a  part  of  the  constitution 
of  ELentucxy.  The  Supreme  Court,  in  their  opin- 
ion, do  not  decide  upon  it  as  a  part  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  State,  but  as  a  contract  between 
the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  State  of  Kentucky. 
Whether  this  act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature  can 
be  denominated  a  contract,  within  the  meaning 
and  purview  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  first  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
prohibits  *^a  State  from  passing  laws  impairing 
the  obligation  of  contracts,"  is  a  question  i  leave 
for  others  to  decide.  It  is  not  necessary  for  my 
purpose  .that  I  should  here  discuss  it.  Virginia, 
at  tne  date  of  the  compact,  had  no  statutory  pro- 
vision similar  to  the  occupying  claimant  laws  of 
Kentucky.  She  had  not  then  felt  the  necessity 
of  them — circumstances  since  that  time  have  made 
it  necessary  for  her  to  protect  the  occupants  of  her 
land,  under  a  practice  adopted  by  her  courts,  not 
very  unlike  the  laws  of  Kentucky.  I  believe 
many  States  in  the  Union  have  been  compelled 
to  resort  to  such  laws.  As  early  as  1796,  Ken* 
tucky  commenced  her  legislation  upon  this  sub- 
ject. Her  best  and  wisest  statesmen  projected 
and  approved  the  law  which  was  then  enacted. 
This  law  provides,  in  substance,  that  if  any  per- 
son shall  peaceably,  and  in  good  faith,  seat  and 
improve  land,  to  which  he  shall  have  a  title  de- 
rived from  the  Commonwealth,  upon  eriction 
therefrom,  by  a  paramount  title,  he  shall  be  paid 
for  all  valuable  and  lasting  improvements  wnich 
he  shall  have  made  upon  the  land  before  notice  of 
the  adversary  claim,  and  subjects  the  occupant  to 
the  payment  of  rents  and  profits,  after  suit  brought ; 
and  also  compels  him  to  account  for  all  waste, 
dtc«,  committed  uj^n  the  land ;  and  to  pay  for  the 
deterioration  of  soil.  Is  there  any  thing  unjust  or 
iniquitous  in  this  law?  I  answer,  no.  It  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  courts  of  Kentucky, 
and  was  acquiesced  in  by  all  classes  of  her  citi- 
zens. There  was  no  murmuring, no  denial  of  the 
power  in  this  State,  to  legislate  upon  the  subject, 
from  1796  to  1811  and  1812,  at  which  period  the 
act  of  1796  was  repealed,  and  that  of  1812  passed. 
Then  it  was,  for  the  first  time,  I  believe,  made  a 
question  of  Constitutional  power  in  the  State. 
The  law,  however,  passed,  not  without  a  violent 
opposition,  by  a  respectable  and  intelligent  minor- 
ity, who,  I  believe,  were  governed  more  in  the 
opposition,  by  the  question  of  policy,  and  expe- 
diency, than  Constitutional  power. 

It  is  due  to  candor  to  state  this  law  did  not 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  Governor  of  the  State. 
It  was  suspended  for  twelve  months.  Its  princi- 
ples were  the  subject  of  free  and  full  discussion 
before  the  people;  and  at  the  succeeding  Lie^isla- 
ture  it  was  passed  by  a  Constitutional  majority  of 
both  branches,  the  Grovernor's  objection  notwith* 
standing. 

This  latter  act  exempts  the  occupant  from  tha 
payment  of  rents  and  profits,  until  after  judgment 
of  eviction  or  decree  shall  be  pronounced  against 
him.  It  compeb  the  successful  claimant  to  pay 
the  cost  of  seating  and  improving  the  land ;  and 
moreover  provides,  that,  if  the  valuation  of  the 
improvementy  shall  exceed  three-fburths  the  value 
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of  the  land  in  its  oDimproved  state,  then  the  suc- 
cessful claimant  may  compel  the  occupant  to 
keep  the  land,  and  to  pay  for  the  same  the  amount 
of  valuation  fixed  by  commissioners  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  court.  These  commissioners  are  direct- 
ed to  make  the  estimates,  as  well  of  the  rents, 
profits,  and  value  of  the  land,  as  the  costs  of  seat- 
ing and  improving  the  same,  together  with  the 
waste  and  damage  committed,  and  reduction  of 
soil.  The  report  of  these  commissioners  upon 
oath,  (seven  in  number,)  was  to  receive  the  sanc- 
tion ot  the  court,  and  to  be  made  the  basis  of  their 
judgment.  Until  the  court  had  thus  disposed  of 
the  question  of  improvements,  dtc,  no  writ  of 
possession  could  issue  upon  the  original  judgment, 
ouch  are  the  outlines  of  the  two  acts  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Kentucky,  passed  under  a  most  thor- 
ough conviction  that  she  possessed  the  power,  and 
deeply  impressed  with  the  belief,  that  they  were 
demanded  by  the  condition  of  the  country. 

Andj  whatever  may  have  been  said  about  the 
infraction  of  Constitutional  law,  the  purity  of  the 
motives  of  the  Legidatura  who  passed,  and  the 
iudges  who  approved  their  adoption,  has  never 
been,  cannot  be,  questioned.  It  requires  the  eflforts 
of  refined  legal  subtilty  to  demonstrate  clearly  the 
unconstitutionality  of  those  laws.  The  eighth 
section  of  the  compact  permits  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky,  after  six  years,  to  subject  the  lands  of 
non-resident  proprietors  to  forfeiture  for  non-culti- 
vation. From  this  clause^  it  seems  a  milder  power 
might  be  inferred — one  of  less  magnitude— a  pow- 


pow- 
er  which,  by  its  exercise,  saves  tolhe  non-resident 
his  land  from  forfeiture  for  noo-cultivation,  by  re- 
quiring him  to  pay  the  meritorious  occupant  for 
doing  that  which  the  State  had  a  right  to  compel 
him  to  do,  viz  :  the  improvement  of  his  land 
within  her  territory.  The  delay  incident  to  the 
investigation  and  trial  of  a  land  cause,  (to  say 
nothing  of  the  designed  procrastination  of  it  by 
the  artful  claimants,  with  a  view  to  swell  the 
item  of  rents  on  the  final  account,)  furnished  a 
very  just  reason  for  a  change  or  repeal  of  the  act 
of  1796. 

Suits  have  lingered  upon  the  dockets  for  twenty 
years,  and,  in  some  instances,  longer.  Under  the 
act  of  1796,  the  occupant  was  charged  with  the 
rents  after  the  commencement  of  the  suit ;  and 
it  not  unfrequently  happened  that,  after  losing 
his  home,  and  his  labor  of  twenty  years,  he  was 
ruined  by  a  demand  for  rents  of  land  which  he 
believed  to  be  his  own.  It  was  thought  the  act  of 
1796  was  defective  in  other  respects.  The  num- 
ber of  suits  was  continually  increasing,  and  the 
occupants  not  only  feared  the  loss  of  their  lands 
and  improvements,  but  ruin  by  a  claim  for  back 
rents.  The  gradual  improvement  of  the  country 
was  consequently  retarded. 

I  have  been  thus  particular,  Mr.  Chairman, 
(and,  I  fear,  tedious,)  m  order  that  the  Committee 
and  the  public  shall  understand  the  nature  and 
character  of  those  laws.  I  am  anxious  that  the 
councils  of  my  State  shall  be  acquitted  of  all  im- 
purity of  motive. 

If  I  have  given  you  a  correct  history  and  char- 
acter of  these  laws,  (and  I  believe  1  have,)  you 


will  acknowledge  that  Kentucky  ought  to  feel  o& 
this  subject ;  and  she  has,  through  her  L^isUtnre, 
expressed  that  feeling  to  the  nation. 

Nfot  long  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1813, 
its  validity  was  questioned  in  the  appellate  coQrt 
of  the  State.  The  judges  of  that  court,  men  of 
intelliffence,  and  who,  as  jurists,  would  Dot  be 
shaded  in  a  comparison  with  the  justices  of  the 
Supreme  or  an^  court,  decided,  not  by  a  minority, 
but  by  the  undivided  opinion  of  the  whole  coart, 
that  the  Legislature  had  the  power  to  pass  the  law 
of  1812. 

This  decision,  supported  by  reasons  irresistible, 
the  Supreme  Court,  falthough  the  book  wbiek 
contained  it,  was  in  the  Libnury  of  Coogress,to 
which  they  had  unlimited  access,)  sav  tbey  "Asm 
fwi  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  U?^  It  was  not 
my  purpose,  nor  is  it  required  of  me,  by  the  na- 
ture of  the  proposition  on  your  table,  to  maintain 
the  validity  of  those  laws ;  nor  will  I  indulge  an 
uncharitable  opinion  of  those  wh<Me  ioterest  or 
duty  it  was  to  contest  them.  I  am  only  anxiom 
to  evince  to  the  Committee  their  importance,  aid 
to  satisfy  them  they  were  not  the  enactments  of 
hastjr  and  inconsiderate  legislation,  but  the  pro- 
ductions of  soberness  and  reason,  dictated  hj  a 
sound  policy,  imperiously  demanded  by  necessity, 
and  approved  by  the  judgments,  not  only  of  (be 
people,  but  the  Legislature  and  the  court<i  of  tbe 
State.  When  laws  of  so  much  importance  to  tbe 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  a  State,  sanctioned 
by  successive  Legislatures  and  courts,  consisting 
of  judges  of  great  talents,  shall  have  been  pros^ 
trated  by  the  opinion  of  three  justices,  howerer 
learned  and  dignified,  it  becomes  the  doty  of  the 
States  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  organ- 
izing that  court  that  more  security  shall  be  given 
to  their  respective  rights.  The  opinion  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  Green  and  Biddle 
mav  be  correct;  it  is,  nevertheless,  unsatisfactory 
ano  afilicting  to  my  constituents ;  nay,  sir,  to  tbe 
whole  State — unsatisfactory,  because  it  is  the 
opinion  of  a  minority  of  the  members  of  the  eoori, 
without  the  aid  of  its  hea^  opposed  to  the  opinion 
of  the  Legislature,  and  the  inferior  and  superior 
courts  of  the  State ;  afilicting,  because  the  char- 
acter of  the  State  has  been  traduced — not  by  the 
court,  but  by  those  who,  like  the  justices,  were  an- 
acquainted  with  the  real  condition  and  character 
of  the  people  for  whose  safety  and  protection  these 
laws  were  enacted.  I  will  not  contend,  as  some 
have  done,  that  the  case  of  Green  and  Biddle  was 
not  legitimately  before  the  court,  nor  that  it  was 
an  act  of  usurpation  in  the  court  to  hare  assomed 
jurisdiction  of  the  cause.  The  Question  involrin; 
the  validitv  of  these  laws  was  lairly  presented  to 
the  court  for  its  decision.  I  admit  the  right  and 
the  power  of  the  Judiciary  to  decide  upon  Consti- 
tutional questions;  and,  when  fairly  presented,  it  be- 
comes their  duty  to  decide  them  upon  their  Consti- 
tutional responsibility.  I  am  desirous,  therefore, 
that,  whenever  the  occasion  arises  for  the  exercise 
of  this  high  and  important  power  by  the  Judiciary, 
it  shall  be  exercised  in  the  mode  best  calculated 
to  administer  justice,  and  inspire  confidence  in 
the  public  mind.     What  better  mode  can  yoa 
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adopt,  eombtfiiiiff  these  two  great  olrjects,  than 
the  one  suggested  by  the  resolutions  offered  by  my 
colleague  t 

The  prostration  of  those  laws,  so  indispensable 
to  the  pro.^perity  of  the  State ;  laws  which  secured 
to  the  industrious  occupant,  should  he  be  unhoused 
by  a  better  title,  an  indemnity  for  his  labor  be- 
stowed upon  the  land  ;  and  of  a  policy,  existing 
for  twentv-five  years,  sanctioned  by  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  Legislature ;  approved  and  sustained 
by  the  unanimous  decisions  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  State ;  made  the  basis  of  numerous  com- 
promises and  contracts,  was  well  calculated  to 
produce  a  shock  in  public  feeling,  and  to  call  forth 
the  almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  whole  State, 
against  the  correctnejs  of  the  opinion  of  the  three 
justices  of  the  supreme  court. 

I  have  said,  the  power  to  decide  upon  Constitu- 
tional questions,  involving  the  validity  of  the  laws 
or  constitution  of  a  State,  appertain  to  this  court. 
Yes,  sir,  they  have  the  power,  not  only  to  fritter 
down  the  sovereignty  of  the  State  governments, 
but  to  set  at  denance  the  legislative  powers  ot 
Congress.  It  is  necessary  that  the  power  to  decide 
upon  Constitutional  law,  should  be  vested  in  the 
judiciary ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  watch,' with  a  vigilant  eye 
its  exercise.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  the  power, 
in  this  case,  has  been  intentionally  abused.  Its 
exercise,  however,  by  a  minority  or  the  court,  has 
spread  dismay  over  the  whole  State.  In  ordinary 
eases,  where  the  Legislature  may  have  trespassed 
upon  the  confines  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
encroachment  is  repelled  by  the  judiciary,  reform 
and  amendment  mav  take  place.  Was  this  the 
condition  of  Kentucxy :  did  the  decision  leave  a 
hope  that  any  future  leffislation  upon  the  subject, 
even  in  conformity  with  what  Virginia,  since  the 
compact,  has  prescribed  for  her  own  citizens,  was 
permissible,  we  should  not  not  feel  so  sensibly  the 
effects  of  the  opinion  of  the  court.  The  court 
deny  to  Kentucky  the  right  to  legislate  in  refer- 
ence to  this  subject  Virginia  has  parted  with  the 
soil  and  sovereignty :  she  cannot  therefore  legis* 
late ;  nor  can  the  two  States,  by  any  alteration  of 
the  terms  of  the  compact,  (if  the  decision  be  cor- 
rect,) resume  the  power  in  themselves,  jointly  or 
separately,  to  legislate  upon  the  question  of  land 
titles,  acquired  prior  to  1792,  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

Did  Virginia  possess  the  power,  and  were  her 
statesmeo  made  acquainted  with  the  real  condition 
of  those  for  whose  benefits  those  laws  were  passed, 
I  know  that  she  estimates  too  highly  the  blessings 
of  a  free  Government,  to  refuse  relief,  such  as  that 
extended  by  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  to  those 
whose  lands  were  lost  by  adversary  titles. 

Kentucky  has  no  hope  that  she  can  be  relieved 
by  any  act  of  Congress,  from  the  evils  which  the 
misguided  policy  of  her  parent  State  forced,  and 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  has  riveted, 
upon  her.  She  must,  and  ^e  will,  with  that 
firmness  and  patriotism  with  which  she  has  been 
hitherto  characterized,  maintain,  under  all  cir- 
cumsUDces,  her  attachment  to  the  Union,  her 
vcverence  for  the  eonstitated  authorities  of  the 


Government.  She  has  never  deserted  the  General 
Government,  nor  is  she  willing  to  be  abandoned 
by  it. 

It  is  her  anxiety  for  the  preservation  of  this 
Union,  which  has  produced  the  memorial  on  your 
table.  She  believes  it  is  best  preserved  by  a  due 
regard  to  the  inviolability  of  State  rights;  and, 
sir,  what  does  she  ask  you  to  do  ?  To  declare, 
by  law,  that  the  solemn  act  of  the  Legislature, 
the  Constitution,  the  sound  and  settled  policy  of 
the  States,  shall  not  be  prostrated  by  your  judi- 
ciary, which  was  once  thought  the  weakest  de- 
partment of  Government,  unless  there  shall  be  at 
least  the  concurrent  opinion  of  •five  judges.  I 
would  extend  it  further,  and  say,  they  should  not 
declare  an  act  of  Congress  unconstitutional,  with- 
out such  coincidence  of  opinion.  This,  by  many, 
is  thought  not  necessary ;  and  since  I  have  re- 
flected upon  the  subject,  I  do  not  recollect  that 
they  have,  in  any  instance,  decided  against  the 
validity  of  an  act  of  Congress,  save  one,  which  re- 
quired some  unimportant  duty  to  be  performed  by 
themselves,  under  the  pension  act.  I  have  thousht 
it  would  be  altogether  useless  legislation,  and  this 
determination  is  strengthened  by  the  fact,  that  the 
alien  and  sedition  act  received  the  support  of  the 
Federal  judiciary.  The  doctrine  of  ''  incidental, 
resulting,  and  necessary  powers  of  Congress,"  re- 
cognised by  the  court  in  the  bank  and  other  cases, 
furnishes  us  ample  security  in  the  free  exercise  or 
our  powers,  if  it  does  not  tempt  us  to  transcend 
them. 

The  ill  fate  which  has  befallen  my  State,  in  that 
court,  induced  me  to  make  some  little  examina- 
tion into  the  "current  of  decisions,"  where  the 
rights  of  States  were  directlv  or  collaterally  drawn 
in  question ;  and,  sir,  I  find  them,  like  the  needle, 
which  always  directs  us  to  the  same  pole,  inva- 
riably tending  to  the  amplification  of  the  powers 
of  the  General  Government,  and  a  corresponding 
restriction  of  State  sovereignty.  Gleorgia,  Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia,  New  Yorx,  Ohio,  and  Ken- 
tucky, have  shared,  each  in  their  turn,  the  same 
fate.  I  do  not  recollect  a  single  case  before  that 
court,  in  which  the  question  of  State  power,  in 
confliction  with  the  supposed  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  was  involved,  where  the  deci- 
sion has  been  in  favor  of  the  oower  claimed  by 
the  State.  I  will  not  undertaxe  to  say  that  the 
whole  of  these  opinions  were  wrong.  I  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  the  States  have  been  ex- 
tremely unfortunate  before  that  enlightened  tri- 
bunal. At  the  rate  they  have  heretofore  progress- 
ed, it  will  not  take  long  to  fritter  down  the  State 
governments  to  "  mere  pettjr  corporations,"  looting 
by  the  authority  and  permission  of  the  General 
Government — ^I  should  have  said  the  weakest  de- 
partment of  that  Government.  It  is  time  for  the 
States  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  this  state  of 
thinn ;  and  in  order,  at  least,  to  inspire  greater 
confidence  in  the  opinions  of  that  tribunal,  which 
shall  declare  null  and  void  their  constitutions,  and 
the  solemn  acts  of  their  legislatures,  they  should 
cause  a  greater  volume  of  intellect  to  £fow  into 
the  judicial  channel.  The  powers  which  the 
Supreme  Court  possesses  under  theConstitutioDi  ta 
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be  exercived  in  the  manner  pcescribed  by  the  25th 
section  of  the  judiciary  act  are  tremendous  \  such 
as,  if  abused,  from  ignorance  or  by  design,  ma^, 
one  day  or  other,  sbafe  this  con  federative  Republic 
to  the  yery  centre.  Let  us  provide,  then,  by  law, 
as  far  as  we  have  the  power,  against  the  chances 
of  such  an  event.  Is  there  any  valid  objection  to 
the  resolution  ?  Is  there  any  thing  in  them  con- 
trary to  the  theory  of  our  Government  ?  Will  it 
prevent,  or  obstruct,  a  due  administration  of  jus- 
tice in  that  court  7  I  have  not  been  able,  in  my  own 
mind,  to  anticipate  any  evil  consequences  which 
are  to  grow  out  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions 
offered  by  my  colleague ;  I  have  not,  as  yet,  heard 
any  opposition  suggested ;  and  I  shall  conclude^ 
under  the  hope  that  none  will  be  made.  At  least, 
I  shall  have  the  consolation  of  hating  discharged 
a  duty  which  I  owed  to  my  State,  whose  interest 
and  character  are  dear  to  n»e;  and  which,  I  re- 
gret I  have  not  been  able  to  do  in  a  more  accept- 
able manner. 

Mr.  Tbimbls,  of  Kentucky,  wanted  to  say  a 
few  words,  and  would  detain  the  Committee  only 
a  few  minutes.  He  thought  the  subject  might  be 
placed  in  a  new  aspect,  as  important  as  any  that 
had  been  given  to  iL  What,  said  he,  is  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  how  does  it  come  before  us  ?  A  com- 
S\ti  exists  between  the  States  of  Virginia  and 
entuoky.  A  citizen  of  Kentucky,  holding  a 
title  to  land  there  under  the  laws  of  Virginia,  or 
a  non-resident  (say  a  citizen  of  Virginia )holding, 
in  like  manner,  a  title  to  lands  in  Kentucky,  de- 
rived from  the  laws  of  Virginia  or  Kentucky, 
brings  an  action  at  law  or  suit  in  chancery  for  the 
land,  and  obtains  a  judgment  or  decree  in  his 
favor,  under  which  he  is  put  in  possession  of  his 
riffhu  The  occupant,  who  was  sued,  holds  a  title 
of  record  for  the  same  land,  derived  under  the 
same  code  of  laws,  which  title  he  exhibits  to  the 
court,  and  thereupon  demands  payment  for  the 
value  of  the  lasting  improvements  made  by  him 
on  the  land,  and  rtfquires  an  assessment  of  the 
value  of  those-  impro? ements  under  the  laws  of 
Kentucky,  usually  called  the  '^Occupant  laws;" 
the  adverse  party  contests  the  right  of  the  occu- 
pant to  claim  payment  for  his  improvements,  upon 
the  plea  that  the  Occupant  laws  are  in  violation  of 
the  compact  between  the  two  States.  The  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  and  the  infe- 
rior  courts  take  cognizance  of  the  case  under  the 
second  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  in  which  article  we  find  the  follow- 
ing clauses,  among  others,  viz:  "The  judicial 
'  power  (of  the  United  States)  shall  extend  to  con- 
<  troversies  between  two  or  more  States,*  between 
'  a  State  and  citizens-  of  another  State,  between 

*  citizens  of  different  States,  between  citizens  of 

*  the  same  State  claiming  lands  under  grants  of 

*  different  States,  and  between  a  State,  or  the  cit- 
'  izeos  thereof,  and  foreign  States,  citizens,  or 
'  subjects."  And  thus  the  right  and  power  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky  to  pass  the  Occupant  laws,  and 
the  validity  of  the  laws  themselves,  are  drawn  in 
question  before  the  Supreme  Court  Mr.  T.  re- 
ferred io  the  case  of  Qreen  and  Biddle  as  an  ex- 
ample, the  details  of  which  would  be  found  in  the 


remonstrance  from  the  Legislatiue  of  Kentucky. 
It  was  known,  he  said,  that  only  four  of  the  se?en 
judges  sat  in  tliat  case,  three  of  whom  were  of 
opinion  that  the  State  of  Kentucky  had  no  power 
to  pass  the  Occupant  laws  just  referred  to,  and 
the  other  judge  dissented ;  so  that,  in  point  of  fact, 
only  three  indges  concurred  in  the  opinion  declar- 
ing those  laws  invalid.    la  this  respect  it  iaa 
question  of  State  powers  and  State  rights,  and  be 
would  like  to  know  when  and  how  a  minority  of 
the  Supreme  Court  became  possessed  of  the  power 
to  decide  against  the  validity  of  a  State  law? 
Was  it  right  to  suffer  a  minority  of  the  coart  lo 
exercise  such  broad  powers  ?   The  friends  of  State 
rights  insist  that  a  law  of  Congress  oo^ht  to  pan, 
declaring  that  no  decision  shall  be  given  bv  tbe 
court  in  such  cases,  unless  a  majority  of  all  tbe 
judges  shall  concur  in  it.    His  own  opinion,  look- 
ing to  the  policy  of  the  question,  was,  that  tbe  law 
ought  to  require  a  concurrence  of  at  least  fire  of 
the  seven  judges,  if  not  all  of  them.    Would  any 
member  show  him  a  solid  objection  to  that  num- 
ber?   Look,  said  he,  at  the  root  of  the  question: 
each  State  has  plenary  power— legislative,  ezeca- 
tive,  and  judicial — over  all  its  muaicipal  conccru. 
The  power  of  each  is  paramount  within  iu  own 
limits,  except  in  those  cases  where  all  have  brougbt 
themselves  under  Federal  subordination.     The 
States  grant  to  Congress  and  the  nation  the  su- 
premacy over  certain  enumerated  subjects,  and 
they  retain  the  supremacy  over  all  other  subjects. 
Now,  suppose  the  States  to  be  yet  independent  of 
each  other,  and  foreign  to  each  other,  as  they  were 
before  the  Federation ;  how  would  two  or  more  of 
them  decide  a  dispute  between  them,  or  between 
their  citizens?    Exactlv  as  all  sovereigns  bare 
done,  and  are  compelled  to  do— abandon  the  dis- 
pute, or  settle  it  by  making  war,  or  by  rep^isal^ 
to  enforce  the  right,  or  by  sending  ambassadors  to 
make  a  treaty  of  settlement  and  compromise;  or 
by  referring  the  matter  in  contest  to  friendly  sov- 
ereigns as  arbitrators.     But  the  framers  of  tbe 
Constitution  foresaw  that  Federal  and  State  rigbu 
and  powers  might  come  in  conflict  with  eacb 
other,  and  that  controversies  might  arise  between 
two  or  more  States,  or  between  a  State  and  citi- 
zens of  other  Slates,  or  between  citizens  of  differ* 
ent  States;  anil  they  knew  that  the  system  of 
Federation  would    be  incomplete,   unless  some 
mode  could  be  devised  by  which  such  disputes 
could  be  peaceably  adjasted,  because  they  must 
have  known  that  such  disputes  had  dissolved  and 
destroyed  all  the  old  confederations  of  the  old 
continents.    Two  modes  of  adjustment  were  sag- 
j^ted,  first,  to  leave  each  State  the  right  of  naffl* 
mg  friendly  arbitrators  upon  each  contested  ques* 
tion  as  it  should  arise;  and,  second,  to  oonstitote 
a  body  of  perpetual  arbitrators*    The  first  mode 
was  in  use  among  the  ancients,  and  the  last  wis 
once  in  use,  and  probably  yet  is,  among  the  Swiss 
Cantons.    It  is  the  mode  adopted  in  our  Coosti' 
tution ;  the  power  is  vested  in  the  Supreme  Coort) 
and  its  subordinate  courts,  and  tbe  judges  are  con- 
stituted a  perpetual  body  of  friendlv  arbitrators 
He  called  them  fHenily  arbitrators,  because  there 
was  no  magic  in  the  word  iiK^e— all  judges  being 
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nothing  more  nor  less  than  friendly  referees.  The 
court  takes  the  place  of  friendly  sovereigns,  and 
are  agreed  upon  before-hand  to  determine  certain 
hich  disputes,  which,  if  that  provision  had  been 
left  out  of  the  Constitution,  would  have  been  set- 
tied  by  war  or  by  treaties,  as  among  other  sove- 
reign powers.    But  the  Constitution  itseJf  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  treaty ;  it  is  an  agreement— a  sol- 
emn compact — a  compact  of  onion-^  perpetual 
treaty  of  union—and  therefore  he  thought  it  strict- 
ly proper  to  say,  that  the  States,  and  the  people 
of  the  States,  had  stipulated  and  agreed  that  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  should  be  friendly 
arbitrators,  to  determine  all  controversies  arising 
in  the  class  of  cases  enumerated  in  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  third  article  of  that  instrument ;  and 
here  the  maio  question  comes  forward :  How  many 
of  these  arbitrators  oiM^ht  to  concur  in  a  decision, 
where  the  validity  or  State  laws  are  disputed? 
Shall  all  concur,  or  a  bare  majority ;  or  some  in- 
termediate number;  or  can  a  minority  decide? 
We  are  here  debating  the  proposition,  but  no  one 
ventures  to  defend  the  propriety  or  policy  of  letting 
a  minority  exercise  the  power.    Snail  it  be  left  to 
a  bare  majority?    Can  we  deduce  a  sound  rule 
from  the  theory  or  practice  of  our  Gk)vemment  ? 
The  Constitution  is  silent  on  the  subject    It  de- 
clares that — ^"  The  judicial  power  of  the  United 
'  States  shall  be  Tested  in  one  Supreme  Court, 
'  and  in  such  inff^ior  courts  as  the  Congress  may, 
'  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish."     The 
Federal  courts  were  established  by  the  law  of 
September,  1789,  and  that  law  enacts  that  the 
Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  one  Chief  Justice 
and  five  Associate  Justices,  any  four  of  whom 
are  dedared  to  be  a  quorum  to  do  business ;  but 
it  omits  to  say  how  many  shall  concur  in  giving 
a  decision.    That  omission,  however,  was  sup- 
plied by  the  compulsive  operation  of  the  law :    If 
the  six  judges  sat  in  a  cause,  three  of  them  could 
not  decide  against  a  State  law ;  but  if  four  of  them 
were  ready  to  concur,  the  court  could  then  give 
judgment ;  hot  four  is  two-thirds  of  six ;  and  so, 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  a  State  law  was 
not  invalidated  until  two-thirds  of  all  the  judges 
were  against  it.     If  only  five  judges  sat  in  a 
cause,  three,  being  a  majority  of  nve^  could  render 
a  decree ;  and  if  only  four  sat,  three  of  them  must 
concur,  or  else  the  court  would  be  equally  di- 
vided ;  and  thus  it  happened  from  necessity  that 
no  decision  could  be  made  against  a  State  law. 
oolen  two-thirds  of  the  whole  court  concurred 
when  all  sat,  or  three-fifths  when  five  sat,  or  three- 
fourths  when  only  four  sat.  And  here  he  entreated 
gentlemen  to  remark,  that  no  state  of  things  could 
possiUf  occur,  in  which  a  minority  of  the  whole 
court  could  invalidate  a  law.    The  conformation 
of  the  court  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  body  to 
encroach  upon  State  rights  by  the  invalidation  of 
State  laws.    By  the  act  of  February,  1807,  the 
court  is  to  consist  of  seven  judges,  but  no  further 
regulation  is  made  in  that  law,  and  of  course  four 
continued  to  be  a  quorum  to  do  business.    But  as 
three  is  a  majority  of  four,  or  of  five,  and  a  mi- 
nority of  seven,  it  is  obvious,  that  when  only  four 


the  body  could  invalidate  a  State  law.  The  act 
of  1807  ought  to  have  directed  how  many  of  the 
judges  should  concur  upon  questions  touching' 
State  rights,  but  it  was  then  neglected,  and  Con- 
gress is  now  called  upon  to  supply  the  omission. 
Shall  we  leave  the  court  to  r^umte  itselfl  or  shall 
it  be  put  '^  under  such  regulations  as  the  Congress 
shall  make."  How  shall  we  find  a  rule?  By 
analogy,  by  looking  into  the  theory  and  practice 
of  the  Federal  Government  and  tne  State  Gov- 
ernments, by  consulting  the  reason  of  the  thing, 
by  following  the  dictates  of  sound  policy. 

By  analogy :  State  power  and  Slate  rights  are 
put  in  question,  and  therefore  the  case  of  two  sove- 
reigns, referring  a  matter  in  controveray  to  other 
friendly  sovereigns,  bears  a  close  analogy.  It 
would  be  called,  at  the  bar  of  the  court,  a  case  in 
point ;  and  yet  there  is  not  a  case  to  be  found  in 
all  the  books  of  international  law,  wherein  three 
or  more  friendly  sovereigns  have  decided  a  dis- 
pute referred  to  them,  unless  all  of  them  concurred 
m  the  opinion.  In  such  cases,  an  award  by  a 
minority,  or  a  bare  majority,  would  be  pronounced 
as  an  outrage  upon  the  parties  making  the  sub- 
mission. No  soverei^  would  submit,  and  no 
nation  ought  to  submit,  to  an  umpire  of  minor- 
ities. Mr.  T.  again  asserted,  that  by  our  own 
Constitution,  the  judges  are  put  in  the  nlace  of 
friendly  sovereiffns,  aeting  as  referees  netweea 
sovereigns,  so  lar,  at  least,  as  State  rights  and 
State  laws  are  drawn  in  question  before  them, 
and  that,  therefore,  they  ought  to  govern  them- 
selves by  the  rules  and  usages  adopted  by  those 
who  arbitrate  between  sovereigns.  These  rules 
would  require  a  concurrence  of  all  the  judges,  and 
he  thought  \i  quite  probable  that  the  time  would 
come,  when  those  rules  would  haveto  be  adopted. 
Take  the  case  of  a  reference  in  court,  to  three  ar- 
bitrators, by  consent  of  parties;  all  of  them  must 
concur  in  the  award,  unkss  the  order  of  reference 
specially  declares,  that  any  two  of  the  number 
may  decide  the  matter.  Ftom  this,  and  similar 
cases,  he  argued,  that  all  analogies  required  a 
concurrence  of  the  whole  body  of  judges  or  arbi- 
trators. In  all  |he  State  constitutions,  there  are 
clauses  declaring  what  nam  her  of  members  shall 
form  a  quorum  to  do  business  in  the  legislative 
body ;  and  why  ?  Because  it  is  generally  under- 
stood that,  without  such  a  olaqse,  none  of  the 
members  could  rightfully  act  until,  all  were  pres- 
ent. A  similar  cUuse,  he  said,  would  be  found  in 
the  Federal  Constitution. 

But  again :  in  all  the  States,  without  exMptioo, 
if  a  court  is  constituted  of  three  or  more  judges, 
we  shall  find  a  law  declaring  how  many  of  the 
judges  shall  form  a  quorum  to  do  business :  and 
whv  ?  Because  it  is  belieTcd  cTery  where,  tha^ 
witnottt  such  a  regulation,  no  cause  could  be  heard 
unless  all  the  judges  were  on  the  bench.  The 
rule  of  quorums  is  sometimes  found  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  State,  as  in  Ohio ;  but  Is  generally 
found  in  the  State  laws.  And  in  the  case  before 
the  Comdiittee,  the  Congress  of  1789  must  iiaTe 
held  the  same  opinion,  or  else,  why  enact  that 
four  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  should  be  a  quo- 


01  five  of  the  judges  sat  in  a  cause,  a  minority  of  I  rum  ?    In  fhct,  said  he,  we  .find  the,  general  .{HTIA' 
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ciple  every  where,  and  in  all  the  departments  of 
our  Federal  and  State  GoTernments.  And  all  the 
exceptions  to  it  appear  to  have  grown  up  under 
special  provisions.  This  much  at  least  was  clearly 
true  as  to  all  our  judical  departments;  first,  that 
the  body  cannot  iractionize  its  integral  powers ; 
second,  that  its  power  of  action  belongs  to  its  inte- 
ger, and  not  to  fractions  of  it,  unless  the  law  has 
so  provided ;  and,  third,  that  there  is  no  judicial 
usage  to  justify  this  alarming  arrogation  of  power 
by  enormities,  more  especially  as  all  the  excep- 
tions are  found  to  rest  upon  special  reasons,  which 
only  fortify  the  general  principle.  It  is  true  that 
our  system  operates  upon  majorities  generally; 
and  yet  we  often  find  departure  from  that  princi- 
ple; not  in  behalf  of  minorities,  but  always  in  fa- 
Tor  of  augmented  majorities  approximating  unan- 
imous concurrence.  For  instance,  the  Federal 
Constitution  cannot  be  amended  unless  three- 
fourths  of  the  States  concur.  Now,  it  is  known 
to  every  one,  that  the  construction  of  the  judges 
is  the  true  reading  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
person  and  property  of  every  citizen  must  stand 
or  fall  by  it«  But  these  constructions  are  in  the 
nature  ot  explanatory  amendments ;  and  surely,  if 
less  than  three-fourths  of  the  States  cannot  amend 
the  Constitution,  less  than  three-fourths  of  the 
judges  ought  not  to  construe  it.  The  analogy,  as 
It  struck  him,  was  too  close  to  be  resisted.  Simi- 
lar provisions  were  to  be  found  in  the  State  con- 
stitutions, and  if  any  of  the  States  have  allowed  a 
minority  of  their  own  judges  to  invalidate  their 
own  laws,  that  was  their  own  afiair;  and  it  did 
not  thence  follow,  that  the  same  State  ought  to 
permit  a  minority  of  the  Federal  Court  to  send  a 
mandate  into  its  territory,  abrogating  its  munici- 
pal laws  and  State  regulations.  There  was  one 
-  question  which  he  would  barely  state,  but  not  dis- 
cuss, because  it  was  too  grave  to  be  lightly  con- 
sidered. Can  a  minority  of  the  Supreme  Court 
render  a  judgment  or  decree  abrogating  State 
laws?  Is  such  a  judgment  obligatory  on  the 
States^  or  is  it  not  a  dead  letter  in  law  ?  Are  a 
mlnorit)r  of  the  judges  legally  competent  to  render 
such  a  judgment  or  decree?  {ie  had  no  doubt 
that  this  Question  would  be  made  before  long  at 
the  bar  ox  the  court.  In  his  opinion,  the  court 
ought  themselves  to  have  settled  it,  when  they,  for 
the  first  time,  gave  a  decision  against  the  validity 
of  State  laws. 

As  a  matter  of  policy :  Was  it  safe  and  fitting 
that  a  State  law  should  be  vacated  by  less  than 
five  judges  our  of  seven  ?  If  it  could  be  shown, 
that,  according  to  juridical  usa^e,  a  court  has  the 
power  of  declaring  that  a  majority  of  its  body 
should  be  a  quorum,  and  that  a  majority  of  that 
quorum  may  determine  ordiiuiry  cases,  it  would 
not  follow,  in  his  opinion,  that  the  Supreme  Court 
ought  to  arrogate  such  power.  That  court  sits 
in  judgment  upon  a  class  of  cases,  such  as  were 
never  submitiecl  to  the  arbitration  of  any  judicial 
tribunal.  It  is  invested  with  higher  powers  than 
were  ever  before  conferred  upon  any  judicial  insti- 
tution. It  may  vacate  a  treaty  made  between  the 
United  Slates  and  foreign  nations;  it  mav  inval- 
idate a  compact  or  treaty  made  between  the  Qen- 


eral  Government  and  one  or  more  of  the  States; 
it  may  vacate  a  compact  or  treaty  between  two 
or  more  States;  it  may  invalidate  a  law  of  Con- 
gress ;  it  may  vacate  a  State  constitution,  or  aoDnl 
one  or  more  of  its  clauses ;  it  may  invalidate  a 
State  law,  or  annul  and  reverse  the  judgments 
and  decrees  of  the  highest  judicial  authorities  of 
the  States !    And  these  are  onlv  a  part  of  the 
extraordinary  powers  with  which  it  is  clothed, 
over  and  above  the  ordinary  powers  vested  ina  cooit 
of  justice.    It  is  in  fact  apolitical  body,  invested 
with  high  political  powers  and  functions.    It  is  a 
perpetual  arbiter  between  political  bodies — between 
sovereign  powers.    Was  there  no  danger  io  sof- 
fering  a  mmority  or  a  bare  majority  of  such  a  bodf 
to  decide  such  grave  and  solemn  controversies 
between  such  parties?    Suppose  this  Committee 
was  now  sitting  as  a  Convention  to  frame  the 
Constitution^  and,  after  vesting  the  Supreme  Court 
with  those  high  powers,  under  the  name  of  jvih 
dioUon  ;  let  us  imagine  that  some  member  has 
offered  a  proposition  to  permit  a  minority  or  a  bare 
majority  of  the  court  to  pass  judgment  on  these 
great  questions,  involving  matter  of  such  deep 
concernment  to  the  States, — ^would  any  memba 
of  this  House  vote  for  the  proposition?    He 
thought  himself  justified  in  saying  that  no  one 
would  venture  to  give  it  his  sanction.    The  last 
thing  a  free  people  ought  to  surrender,  should  be 
the  power  oi  making  their  own  laws;  and,  next 
to  that,  the  power  of  repealing  them.    A  State 
makes  a  dangerous  grant  of  power,  when  it  gives 
another  body  the  power  of  annulling  and  vacating 
its  own  laws  against  its  own  consent.    Sach  a 
power  ought  to  have  strong  checks  upon  it   A 
bare  majority  is  not  a  sufficient  counter-gaard. 
The  concurrence  of  five-sevenths  ought  to  be  re- 
quired, and  entire  unanimitv  would  perhaps  be  still 
better.    A  court  ought  to  ao  justice ;  and  next  to 
that  comes  the  policy  of  giving  general  satisfac- 
tion, if  it  can  do  so  apd  do  riffhL    But  the  Sq- 
preme  Court  will  never  be  able  to  give  general 
satisfaction,  so  long  as  it  allows  a  minority  of  its 
body  to  abrogate  State  laws.    Such  things  miffht 
be  tolerated  by  goo.d  men,  in  peaceful  times;  bvt 
amonff  bad  men,  and  in  bad  times,  no  one  ought 
to  be  neld  responsible  for  the  consequences. 

Mr.  T.  insisted  that  ail  the  States  had  an  eqoal 
.interest  in  the  proposition  before  the  Committee. 
The  case  of  Green  and  Biddle  had  been  fullf 
explained  by  his  colleagues ;  and  he  would  only 
add  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  judges  did  not  under- 
stand the  cause,  or  the  points  involved  in  it;  and 
that  the  decision  was  not  sound  law.  He  did  not 
think  that  any  five  of  the  judra  could  be  brought 
to  concur  in  that  opinion ;  and  (waiving  tiie  pride 
of  consistency)  he  did  not  believe  that  the  same 
judges  would  again  concur  in  it ;  he  was  sure,  that 
among  first-rate  judges  upon  any  State  bench  a 
difierent  decision  would  have  been  given.  Waiv- 
ing the  question  of  sheer  law,  and  keeping  a  sin- 
gle eye  to  the  justice  of  the  matter,  he  had  as  yet 
met  with  no  man  who  condemned  the  Keotucky 
acts  of  Assembly,  after  folly  understanding  them; 
and  in  his  opinion  it  woulcl  be  easy  to  show  that, 
under  all  circumstances,  the  Sute  had  acted  with 
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a  degree  of  liberality  and  forbearaDce  cowards 
noo-resident  landholders  which  ought  to  command 
the  respect  of  all  enlightened  statesmen.  He  knew 
that  contrary  impressions  had  been  made  by  land 
speculators  and  their  advocates  upon  persons  un- 
acquainted with  the  situation  of  the  country ;  and 
it  was  a  duty  which  the  State  owed  to  itself,  as 
a  member  of  the  Union,  to  vindicate  the  moral 
justice  of  its  laws  against  the  unjust  aspersions 
thrown  upon  them.  But  as  the  Uommittee  did 
not  then  wish  to  pursue  that  branch  of  the  inquirv 
any  further,  he  would  reserve  what  he  had  intena- 
ed  to  say  until  some  one  should  arraign  those  laws 
as  unjust  in  principle;  if,  indeed,  an v  one  could 
be  found  possessing  temerity  enougii  to  do  so. 
He  hoped  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  sen* 
tleman  from  Greorgia  (Mr.  Forstth)  would  be 
rejected,  and  that  the  blank  in  the  resolution  would 
be  filled  with  the  namherjlve. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


ToESOAY,  May  4. 

Mr.  Crowninshield,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Shields,"  reported  the  same  without 
•amend men r,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WaiTTLEeEY,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  unnvorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Lewis  Dolive,  and  others,  inhabitants  of 
Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  for  compensa- 
tion for  cattle  taken  for  public  use  in  the  late 
war ;  which  report  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
relief  to  certain  purchasers  of  public  lands  lying 
between  Ludlow's  and  Roberts^s  lines,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  enter  into  certain  negotiations  relative 
to  lands  located  under  Virginia  Military  War- 
rants, lying  between  the  said  lines;  which  bill 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WsBSTER  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Ketolvedj  That  provision  oaght  to  be  made  by  law 
thai,  in  all  aaita  now  pending,  or  which  mav  hereafter 
be  pending  in  the  Sapremo  Conrt  of  the  United 
Bciteg,  where  Is  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of  any 
treaty,  or  statute  of  a  State,  or  the  constitution  there- 
of, or  of  any  authority  exercised  under  any  State,  on 
the  ground  of  repugnancy  to  the  Constitution,  treaties, 
or  taws,  of  tho  United  States,  no  judgment  shall  be  pro* 
Dounced  or  rendered  until  a  majority  of  all  the  justices 
of  said  court,  legally  competent  to  sit  in  the  cause,  shall 
concur  in  the  opinion,  either  in  favor  of  or  against  the 
validity  thereof;  and,  until  such  concurrence,  such 
rait  shall  be  continued  under  advisement :  Provided^ 
Aoioever,  That  said  court  should  not,  by  such  provis- 
ion, be  prevented  from  rendering  judgment  in  any 
•uch  suit  when  it  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  final 
tdjudication  of  the  merits  thereof  did  not  require  the 


decision  of  such  Constitutional  or  legal  question  as 
aforesaid. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  House  took  up 
the  bill  "concerning  invalid  pensioners,''  with 
the  Senate's  amendment,  (striking  out  the  names 
of  a  part  of  the  pensioners.)  Some  conversation 
took  place  between  Messrs.  Little,  Cdlpeper, 
Cady,  and  Tracy.  Mr.  Cady  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table;  which  was  negatived. 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  House  disagreed 
to  so  much  of  the  Senate's  amendment  as  strikes 
out  the  names  of  the  pensioners  at  first  included 
in  the  bill,  with  the  exception  of  the  names  of 
Sutton,  Lord,' and  Zimmerman. 

Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  advocated  the  case  of 
Sutton ;  Mr.  Longfellow,  that  of  Lord ;  and  Mr. 
Cady,  that  of  Zimmerman — pensioners  included 
in  the  Senate's  amendment. 

On  the  question  of  agreeing  with  the  Senate  to 
strike  out  the  name  of  ESbenezer  Lord,  there  were 
69  ayes,  and  noes  58;  so  his  name  was  stricken 
out. 

The  questions  on  Sutton  and  Zimmerman  were 
also  decided  in  the  affirmative;  and  their  names 
were  agreed  to  be  stricken  out. 

The  engrossed  bill  "for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  Miguel  de.Ksclava,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

DEAJP  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  memorial  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  made  a  re|)ort  on 
the  said  memorial,  accompanied  bv  a  bill  for  the 
benefit  of  the  said  institution ;  wnich  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole.    The  report  is  as  follows; 

Your  committee  entered  a|K>n  the  investigation  of 
the  anbjeet  referred  to  them/  deeply  impressed  with 
the  conviction  that  the  great  object  of  human  legisla- 
tion is  to  promote  the  happiaesa,  aa  well  aa  the  security 
of  the  speeies.    Its  legitimate  aphere^xtends  beyond 
the  erection  of  fortresses,  the  creation  of  military  and 
naval  armaments,  fiscal  arrangements,  the  punishment 
of  public  crime,  and  the  reward  of  public  virtue ;  and 
it  is,  when  it  interpoaes  ita  benignant  power  in  behalf 
of  those  domestic  institutions,  which  are  formed  to 
alleviate  the  ills  which  originate  in  the  infirmity  of  our 
nature,   that  its  advantagea  are  most  generally  felt 
and  acknowledged  by  the  mass  of  society.     In  the  in« 
fancy  of  nations,  indeed,  institutions  of  this  character 
are  so  limited  in  number  and  extent,  as  to  claim  but 
little  attention,  because  the  necessity  of  them  is  leas 
obvious  and  imperative.     But,  as  wealth,  refinement, 
and  population  increase,  bringing  in  their  train  a  mel- 
ancholy series  of  casualties  and  anomalies,  the  neces- 
sity of  some  provision  for  human  infirmity  becomea 
more  apparent,  and  charity  finds  a  rapidly  expanding 
area,  in  which  she  may'  exercise  her  godlike  propensi- 
ties.    For  evidence  of  this  truth,  we  may  appeal  to 
the  universal  history  of  civilized  nations,  as  well  as  to 
the  annals  of  those  States  of  our   Commonwealth, 
I  which  have  made  the  most  rapid  progress  in  popula- 
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tion.  If  intfitations,  pr«ciMij  •imilar  to  that  to  which 
tha  attention  of  yoar  committaa  has  been  called,  are  leai 
numerouf ,  and  of  more  recent  origin,  than  other  recep- 
tadee  of  human  miafortune,  these  circumstances  may 
be  attributed,  partly,  to  the  relative  paucity  of  cases, 
partly  to  an  amiable  weakness,  which  has  prevented 
parents  from  banishing  their  children,  thus  afiected, 
from  the  cheering  comfbrts  and  endearments  of  home 
and  kindred,  and  partly  to  the  incredulity  which  has 
so  long  prevailed  on  the  subject  of  any  effectual  alle- 
Tiation  which  the  skill  of  man  could  devise  and  apply. 
The  influence  of  these  causes  has,  however,  been,  for 
some  time,  diminishing.  The  fame  of  the  philan- 
thropic Abb^  dc  L'Ep^,  has  reached  the  utmost 
limits  of  the  civilised  world,  and  humanity  triumphs 
in  the  conviction  that,  even  in  cases  which  come  so 
entirely  home  to  the  **  boaoms  and  business"  of  man- 
kind, the  imperfectiona  of  our  nature  may  be,  in  some 
•degree  at  least,  corrected  by  the  skill  and  perseverance 
of  aeieBce  and  of  art  Entertaining  these  general 
▼iewa,  your  committee  admit  neither  difficulty  nor 
hesitation,  in  applying  them  to  the  case  which  haa 
been  referred  to  their  consideration. 

The  Kentucky  institution  far  the  tuition  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb,  appears  to  your  committee  to  have 
atrong  claims  on  the  protecting  benevolence  of  Con- 
gress. It  is  the  only  institution  of  the  kind  existing 
in  all  that  vast  and  fertile  range  of  country  which  lies 
west  of  the  Alleghany  chain  of  mountains.  Institu- 
tions of  this  description,  can  never,  for  reasons  which 
we  derm  sufficiently  obvious,  become  so  general,  even 
In  the  diminished  ratio  of  the  number  of  persons  for 
whose  benefit  they  are  founded,  as  those  which  have 
for  their  object  the  instruction  of  the  more  favored, 
and,  happily,  hx  more  numerous  portion  of  our  spe- 
eies.  Your  eommittee,  therefore,  believe,  that  the 
National  Legislatttre  would  pursue  a  wise  policy  in 
adopting  as  its  own,  and  cherishing  by  its  protecting 
care,  a  few  establishments  of  this  kind,  already  in  auc- 
oesaful  operation*  Applications  have  already  been 
made  for  the  admission  of  pupils,  from  many  of  the 
circumjacent  States ;  nor  have  such  applications  been 
made  in  vain.  Kentucky,  forgetting  her  inability,  in 
the  seal  and  fervor  of  her  philanthropy,  has  placed  the 
unfortanate  eena  of  her  sister  Otateo  upon  an  equal 
footSBg  with  her  own.  The  M  aolietted  by  the  peti- 
tioners is  a  boon  asked,  not  for  a  single  member  of  the 
Confederal,  but  for  a  whole  section  of  oonatiy  rspidly 
increasing  in  population  and  reaources,  and  justly  en- 
titled to  the  attention  of  Congress.  The  deaf  and 
^umb  asylum  was  Incorporated  and  endowed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  1833,  and  went  Into  op- 
eration in  the  Bpring  of  the  ^following  year.  At  the 
late  session  of  that  body,  a  most  respectable  eommit- 
tee, compeeed  of  two  members  of  the  8enate,  and  four 
of  the  House  of  Repreaentatites,  was  appointed  to 
visit  and  examine  the  institution.  In  their  report  thsy 
say  "that  they  remained  in  Danville,  and  visited  the 
eaylam  on  two  suooeesive  days,  and  were  greatly  grati- 
-fled  in  witnessing  the  progress  made  by  the  pupils, 
whose  feeility  and  correctness  in  eomprehending  the 
signs  made  by  the  teaoher,  and  in  expressing  their 
ideas,  exceeded  any  thing  that  eouki  have  been  anti- 
eipated  by  the  most  aunguine  friends  of  the  institution. 
All  those  who  had  been  instructed  for  four  months  in 
the  asylum,  wrote  good  hands,  spelled  correctly,  ^tc" 
And  the  eommittee,  after  noticing,  in  the  highest  terms 
of  approbation,  the  administration  of  the  institution, 
eoncluded  by  recommending  it  **to  the  continued  and 
extended  patronage  of  the  Legislature."    The  aumher 


of  pupils,  at  that  time,  waa  fooxteen ;  &9o  men  wen 
expected  in  a  few  days,  and  it  was  anticipated  thit,iB 
the  course  of  the  present  year,  the  whole  would  amoaDt 
to  forty.  The  trustees  have  ascertained  that  more  thu 
one  hundred  and  thirty  persons  in  Kentucky  needed 
the  benefits  which  that  institution  alone  could  cooler, 
and  of  these  more  than  one-third  could  reeetve  then 
only  from  public  munificence.  It  is  believed  that  the 
number  of  cases  in  the  adjacent  Statea  will  bear  t  like 
proportion  to  their  population.  Tinder  these  circum- 
stances, the  following  resolution  peased  both  Honiei 
of  the  Kentucky  Legislature.  "  Kuoioed,  That  a  re< 
spectful  memorial  from  the  Legtslaf  nre  be  traosmitted 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Btatea,  on  behalf  of  the 
Kentucky  Inatitution  fer  the  tuition  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb ;  soliciting  their  attention  to  the  petition  of  tbe 
truatees  of  said  institution  for  the  aid  of  the  Natiosal 
Legislature."  From  some  oaose,  unknown  to  as,  Ike 
memorial  thus  ordered,  was  never  presented  by  the 
committee  appointed  to  prepare  it  Yourcommiuee 
find  that  the  principle  and  polity  of  extending  relief 
io  institutiona  of  this  character,  have  been  reoog aieed 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  Statea,  in  a  grant  made 
to  the  Connecticut  asylum,  and  in  that  case  they  dis- 
cover a  strong  precedent  to  justify  the  passage  of  a 
bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Kentucky  aaylnm.  Thej, 
therefore,  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  Johnson,  the  prerioos 
orders  of  the  day  were  dispe&i<ed  with,  (ayes  76; 
noes  59,)  and  the  House  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  "reducing  into  one  theser- 
eral  acts  for  establishing  and  regulating  the  Pest 
Office  Department." 

Mr.  Long  offered  an  amendment,  inserting  af- 
ter the  words  '^Miliury  post,"  the  words  "or 
town ;"  which  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tdckbr,  of  Virginia,  mofed  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise,  with  a  view  of  taking  up  the  subject 
of  the  Beaumarchaia  claim ;  which  wasnegatired, 
only  44  riaing  in  its  fa?or. 

Mr.  Little  moved  lo  strike  out  the  words  '^ooe 
foarth,"  in  the  first  section  of  the  Poet  Offioe  bill, 
and  insert  "  one  sixth,"  bat,  on  suggestion  of  Mr. 
JoHMsoif,  modified  the  motion  to  %ne  fifth." 

Mr.  Randolph  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  clause,  from  the 
19th  to  the  25th  line,  viz : 

'*And  where  a  rodte  has  been  in  operation  two 
years,  and  doea  not  piuduee  one-fonrth  of  the  espaaie 
incident  to  the  aame,  he  shall  diacontinaa  the  tiaDf* 
portation  of  the  mail  on  such  route,  except  it  be  the 
only  route  that  leads  to  the  aeat  of  jaotice  of  soj 
county,  a  place  where  a  land  office  ia  established,  or 
an  important  military  peat,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
next  seasion  of  Congress." 

He  advocated  his  motion  by  a  short  speech. 

Mr.  Mallary  took  the  same  side,  and  Messrs. 
Ross  and  Livermore  further  advocated  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Little  then  withdrew  his  amendment  i& 
favor  of  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  J.  Johnson  opposed  the  araendmeat,  aod 
advocated  the  retaining  of  this  clause  of  the  biU, 
which  he  insisted  was  likely  to  produce  a  great 
saving  to  Government,  withont  aoysenous  iocott- 
▼enience  to  the  people. 
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Mr.  Hamilton  ftdroeated  the  amendment,  and 
eootended  that  the  sariog  contemplated  if oald  be 
t  bad  and  narrow  economy. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFB  spoke  in  reply,  and  stated  facts 
to  show  that  the  provision  in  the  section  would  be 
witt  and  salatary. 

Messrs.  Saunders  and  Liycrmore  followed  in 
opposition. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  offered  so  to  amend  the  section 
as  Dot  to  make  it  imperative,  bat  only  discretion- 
ary, in  the  Postmaster  to  strike  oat  soch  routes  as 
did  Dot  produce  more  than  om-tiactk  of  the  expense 
of  traasportiog  tbe  mail. 

Mr.  Wbipple  hoped  the  section  would  be  re- 
taioed,  and  assigned  various  reasons  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Mangom  opposed  the  section  in  a  short 
speech,  and  advocated  the  amendment,  on  the 
ifroaod  of  the  indispensable  necessity  of  diffused 
inforoution  in  a  free  Government. 

Mr.  IsAccs  spoke  a  few  words  on  the  same  side; 
and,  the  question  being  then  taken,  was  decided 
ui  the  affirmative — ayes  75,  noes  37. 

So  the  section  was  stricken  out. 

Some  farther  amendments  were  agreed  to,  in 
tfs^i  to  certain  dates  in  the  bill,  making  its 
operation  commence  three  months  later  than  at 
int. 

Mr.  Owen,  of  Alabama,  moved  a  proviso  to  the 
ilurd  section,  in  the  following  words : 

';/Wdlerf,  That  no  pMtflMater  shall  be  eeanidtred 
« in  trratn,  until  a  reasonable  time  b«  allowed  hin 
(the  peatnsstar)  fn  Mttltng  his  aeeoonu." 

Mr.  Sbarpb  opposed  this  amendment  as  unne- 
^^i  'ince  postmasters  are  only  to  settle  once 
is  three  months. 

Mr.  Cooke,  aLso,  objected  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Owen  replied,  and  insisted  on  the  differ- 
ttce  between  being  in  arrears  to  Government,  for 
*ut  of  an  opportunity  to  settle,  and  being  a  de- 
bolter,  after  such  opportunity  has  been  afforded. 

Mr.  Wri«bt  went  into  some  details  of  the  es- 
titiiisfament,  and  suggested,  as  a  preferable  amend- 
■wot,  the  following  words : 

"ffwiffeet  That  the  postmaster  shall  not  have  re- 
^  to  ptj  any  draft  made  open  him  by  the  Post- 
airter  Gtoetml.^* 

Hr.  F.  Johnson  explained  that  part  of  the  bill 
Foposed  10  be  amended,  and  replied  to  the  argu- 
Qeob  for  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Reed  opposed  the  whole  aectionf  as  over 
«riet,  and  calculated  to  defeat  its  own  object. 

Me»n.  Wbipple,  Wooo,  and  Bartlbtt,  spoke 
^  re|)ly,aDd  defended  the  provisions  of  the  act  in 
«s  proposed  form. 

Mr.  Qazlat  auggested  an  amendment,  whioh 
^t  to  strike  out  the  Word  "arrears,"  and  insert 
t  elause  which  provides,  "  that  the  postmaster 
ibll  have  neglected  either  to  transmit  his  accounts 
» to  forward  the  money  he  owes." 

Mr.  Test  suggested  anotheramendment,  which 
*«Qt  to  strike  out  the  words  ^  ii  in  arrearsy"  and 
^tiiote  the  words  "shall  not  at  the  time  be  in 
^olt.» 

The  qaestion  was  taken  on  this  amendment,  and 
decided  in  the  nagative-<-4iyes  36^  noes  76. 


Mr.  Gazlat  offered  the  following  amendment : 

''Provided  every  postmaster  shall  execute  the  Unties 
of  his  office,  and  his  tecurittet  be  holden  until  his  suc- 
cessor be  appointed  and  qualtfied." 

Messrs.  F.  Johnson  and  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  opposed  this  amendment,  and  Mr.  Gaz- 
lay  defended  it,  as  common  in  all  other  offices, 
and  necessary  in  this. 

Mr.  Braolet  opposed,  and  Mr.  Reed  advocated 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whipple  replied,  and  the  amendment  was 
reiecied. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  moved  to  strike  out,  in  the 
4th  section, "  in  a  penalty  equal  at  least  to  one 
year's  salary^'*  and  insert  "  in  such  penalty'  as  the 
Postmaster  General  shall  require  ;^'  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  to  strike  out  <^  eight,"  and 
insert  *^  four,"  in  the  5th  section ;  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gazlay  opposed,  at  considerable  length,  the 
whole  of  the  7th  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  -Hampshire,  moved  to 
amend  the  8th  section  by  inserting,  after  the  words 
"  a  free  white  person,"  the  words  '<  of  not  less  than 
eighteen  years  of  age." 

Messrs.  Livermore  and  McLean,  of  Ohio,  op- 
posed, and  Mr.  Cocke  supported,  the  amend- 
ment ;  and,  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Livermore  moved  to  amend  the  12th  sec- 
tion, by  striking  out  '^  one"  and  inserting  "  two." 
The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  stated,  ait  length,  the  case  of 
the  Postmaster  at  Fredericksburg,  and  pleaded  the 
propriety  of  raising  his  salary. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  acknowledged  the  salary  to  be 
inadequate,  but  opposed  making  an  insulated  pro- 
vision, in  a  bill  or  this  kind,  while  so  many  other 
cases  of.a  similar  kind  might  be  urged. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson  replied,  and  quoted  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  for  the  Postmaster  at  New 
Orleans,  at  Wheeling,  and  other  offices.  If  it 
was  proper  in  their  ease,  it  was  equally  proper  in 
this. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour  further  supported  his  appli- 
cation, and  insiated  that  the  ease  of  Mr.  Gray,  the 
IMislniaster  at  Fredericksburg,  was  a  stronger  one 
than  any  other  whioh  could  be  produced  in  the 
whole  United  States,  and  he  challenged  such  pro- 
duction. He  read  extracts  from  the  printed  docu- 
ments in  sctpport  of  his  position,  and  followed  them 
by  a  speech  of  considerable  length. 

Messrs.  F.  Johnson  and  Inoham  replied,  and 
stated  what  had  been  attempted  towards  providing 
better  salaries  for  postmasters,  and  the  want  of 
success  which^'had  arisen  from  the  want  of  funds 
in  the  Department. 

Mr.  Livermore  opposed  the  motion,  and  con- 
tended that  the  compensation  was  fully  adequate 
to  the  labor. 

Mr.  CooKB  replied,  and  maintained  that,  even 
with  the  proposed  addition,  the  salary  would  be 
A  miserable  pittance  in  comparison  to  the  duties 
performed. 

Mr.  P.  P.Barbour  rejoined,  and  reiterated  and 
extended  the  arguments  before  advanced,  and 
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compared  the  coropensation  of  the  Postmakter  at 
Fredericksburg  with  that  at  New  York,  Baltimore, 
and  other  Atlantic  cities. 

Mr.  LivEBMORE  spoke  in  reply,  and  denied  that 
the  character  or  talents  of  the  individual  had 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  question,  except  his 
honesty.  The  duties  were  not  so  heayy  as  was 
supposed. 

Mr.  Cdlpbpeb  wished  to  make  some  remarks, 
and  mored  that  the  Committee  rise.  The  motion 
was  nentived. 

Mr.  UULPEPER  then  stated  a  namber  of  facts  in 
relation  to  the  duties  of  postmasters. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  was  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  51, 
noes  68. 

After  some  other  not  important  proceedings  on 
the  bill- 
Mr.  McKiM  mored  that  the  Committee  rise, 
which  was  carried — ayes  82.    The  Committee 
rose  accordingly,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wbdnesdat,  May  5. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
William  Eaton,  and  leare  was  given  to  withdraw 
the  same. 

Mr.  Tattnall  was  appointed  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  in  the  place  of  Thomas 
J.  Rogers,  resigned. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hezekiah  Lan^ley  and 
Benjamin  M.  Belt,"  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  thereof;  and  the  bill  was  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Cocke  laid  the  following  resolution  On  the 
table  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Ruohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  Isy  before  this  Houso  st  its  next 
session,  s  detailed  report  of  the  system  and  plan 
of  fortifications,  at  present  contemplated  by  him,  and 
as  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Engineers,  includ- 
ing the  plans  and  surveys  of  said  fortifications,  so  far 
as,  in  his  opinion,  the  same  may  be  communicated 
without  injury  to  the  publio  service ;  and,  also,  the 
number  and  position  of  the  fortifications,  heretofore 
at  any  time  erocted,  or  which  are  now  erecting,  or  to 
be  erected,  far  the  defence  of  the  coast,  harbors,  and 
frontiers  of  the  United  States,  distinguishing  those  on 
the  seacoast  in  one  class,  and  those  on  each  frontier, 
in  like  classes,  and  including  all  the  fortifications 
which  are  to  be  preserved,  as  part  of  the  plan  for  the 
future  defence  of  the  country :  And,  showing,  under 
proper  headf,  the  State  in  which  each  is  situated, 
when  begun,  which  of  them  are  finished,  and  when  ; 
with  the  magnitude  of  each,  (as  well  those  erected  be- 
fore, as  since  the  year  1815,)  the  aggregate  amount  ex- 
pended in  erecting  nuch  as  are  completed ;  the  amount 
of  repairs  since  made,  particularly  upon  those  that  were 
finished  prior  to  the  year  1816;  the  amount  expended 
on  those  now  erecting,  and  the  estimstes  to  complete 
the  same ;  the  number  of  guns,  of  every  description 
and  caliber,  for  each  fortification,  to  complete  its  arma- 
ment; the  total  cost  of  a  complete  armament  for 
each  ;  the  force  required  to  garrison  each  in  time  of 
war ;  the  same  in  time  of  peace ;  noting  those  ao* 


toally  oeeopiedt  and  with  what  foiea ;  and  ihsmii 
which,  and  how  many  of  thoae  civcted  ptior  to  thi 
year  1815,  are  found  useless  in  the  eontempUied  pl« 
of  defence ;  which,  and  how  many  of  then  have  beeo, 
or  are  to  be»  abandoned ;  and  the  coet  of  etch  n 
abandoned,  or  to  be  abandoned ;  distingniihiog  Ik- 
tween  the  original  cost  and  subsequent  repairs. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  latha- 
ize  the  issuing  of  a  register  for  the  schooner  Fire 
Sisters,'*  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pasted. 

REMISSION  OP  DUTIES. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  certtio  per- 
sons who  imported  goods  into  Castine  doriogtbe 
late  war,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  questict 
upon  its  passage,  gave  rise  to  some  debate. 

[The  ease  of  these  persons  is  substaDtiillr  as 
follows:  They  were  importers  of  British  merchu- 
dise  into  Castine,  in  the  Province  of  Miine,  du^ 
ing  the  late  war,  whilst  the  place  was  in  the  pa- 
session  of  the  British  forces,  on  which  they  pd 
duties  to  the  British  authorities.  When  that  port 
again  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  United  Suta 
at  the  close  of  the  late  war,  the  officers  of  tiit 
United  States  demanded  payment  of  dQties  ot 
the  goods  which  they  found  there,  hariog  beei 
thus  imported.  The  importers,  to  avoid  dimculty 
in  regard  to  their  property,  gave  the  bonds  re 
quir^  of  them,  for  the  duties.  When  these  boads 
became  due,  a  part  of  them  were  paid,  and  paf- 
ment  of  part  of  them  was  resisted,  and  svcces- 
fttUy  resisted  in  the  courts  of  the  United  Scata. 
by  whom  the  importers  were  exonerated  from  i^ 
payment  of  their  bonds.  The  object  of  thUbili 
IS  to  refund  to  those  who  had  paid  their  hoods  iltf 
amount  thereof,  so  as  to  place  them  on  the  saoe 
footing  with  those  who  had  refused  to  pay  tbein. 
and  were  sustained  in  that  refusal  by  the  courts « 
the  United  StatesJ 

The  passage  of  the  bill  was  opposed  by  Mi« 
CocKB,  and  supported  by  Mr.  McLans  of  V^ 
ware,  who  explained  the  principles  which  goreroei 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  reportii; 
the  bill.  It  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  ShakpIi 
Mr.  Websteb,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Livcbmoii, 
and  Mr.  Lincoln  ;  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Gazut, 
Mr.  Mallary,  Mr.  Garrison,  Mr.  FooTof  Coa' 
necticut,  Mr.  Buck,  Mr.  Whipple,  and  Mr.  Ton 

The  ground  of  the  opposition  to  the  bill  wts,  ti»l 
the  importers  paid  to  the  British  authorities  doo- 
inal  duties  only,  and  that  great  part  of  the  ^ckw 
imported  were  transported  overland  into  the  boitn 
States,  thus  evading  iwyment  of  duties  to  ^^ 
United  States,  and  the  portion  found  in  store  by 
the  officers  of  the  United  States  took  a  similai 
course,  and  were  actually  the  first  goods  broofbt 
into  the  markets  of  the  United  States  at  ihecio^ 
of  the  war. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  wti 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays :  For  the  bill  89,  agtin^ 
it  86,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Alexander  of  TenneMeSi  AD'oi 
MtssschuseUs,  Aflsn  of  Tennessee,  Bsylie*.  B<pcb« 
Blsir,  Bradley,  Breek,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Ctdy,  T^ 
breleng,  CsMedy,  Clsrk,  Cook,  CrsAs,  CrowDiftilu«l 
Culpeper,  Cushmaa»  Cnthbert,  DwioeU,  l>«iff*>^^ 
ton,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Findlsy,  Flajd,fo« 
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f  New  York,  Forward,  GatliB,  Hamilton,  Hayden, 
Itywsnl,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Hona- 
oo,  Ingham,  laadu,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lathrop, 
itwreoce,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Little,  Livermore,  Liv- 
Dgcton,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McKim,  McLane 
f  Delaware,  McLeMU  of  Ohio,  Mangiim,  Marvin, 
fataoo,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore 
f  Alabama,  Naale,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Patterson  of 
)hio,  Plumer  of  New  Hampafairey  Poinsett,  Rankin, 
leed,  Reynolds,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Speight,  Spenee, 
L  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Storrs,  Strong,  Tattnall, 
\y\oT,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tracy,  Vance  of 
lorth  Carolina,  Webster,  WhitUesey.  Williama  of 
Vew  York,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messi*.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Vir- 
iinia,  Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
.  8.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Baaaett,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
)Dck,  Buckner,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Camp- 
ell  of  Ohio,  Gary,  Cocke,  Collins,  Condict,  Conner, 
?raig,  Day,  Eddy,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina,  Ellia, 
^ootof  Connecticut,  Froat,  Ganriaon,  Gaalay,  Oiat, 
Sarley,  Harris,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Hooka,  Jen- 
lioi,  Jobnaon  of  Virginia,  S.  T.  Johnaon,  F.  Johnaon, 
jeftwich,  Letcher,  McArthur,  McCoy,  McKean,  Mal- 
uj,  Markley,  Martindale,  Matlack,  Metcalfe,  Mitch- 
tU  of  Pennaylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky  Nelson,  Pat- 
enon  of  PennsylTania,  Plnmer  of  Pennsylvania, 
(^rioop,  Richards,  Rose,  Ross,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sloano, 
Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  SUndefer,  Sterling, 
Itoddart,  Taliaferro,  Ten  Eyck,  Teat,  Thompaon  of 
icorgia,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Vinton,  Whipple, 
iVhitman,  White,  Wicklifie,  Williams  ofVirginia, 
tVilliaoia  of  North  Carolina,  Wilaon  of  South  Caro- 
ioa,  WUson  of  Ohio,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

So  the  llill  was  passed. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Go  motion  of  Mr.  F.  Johnson,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  re- 
duce into  one  the  several  acts  establishing  and 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Mr  Long,  of  North  Carolina,  aAer  stating  some 
change  of  opinion  in  relation  to  the  vote  of  yes- 
terday, refusing  to  increase  the  compensation  of 
the  Postmaster  at  Fredericksburg,  moved  a  recon- 
lideratioQ  of  that  vote. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  P.  P.  Bab- 
BouR,  Mr.  HooBBOOM,  and  the  mover,  and  op- 
posed by  Mr.  WiCKLiFrB,  of  New  York,  and  Mr. 
Gazlat,  of  Oliio,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
*yes  47,  noes  61,  * 

The  qaestioa  then  recurring  from  yesterday,  on 
a  motion  to  strike  out  the  extra  allowance  to  the 
Postmasters  at  Warrenton,  Wheeling,  and  New 
Orleans. 

Mr.  Edwabdb^  of  North  Carolina,  stated  the 
details  of  the  business  transacted  at  the  office  at 
Warrenton,  and  opposed  the  striking  out  of  so 
nach  of  the  clause  as  rdates  to  that  office. 

Mr.  Gazlay  replied,  and  argued  against  the  al- 
lowance. 

Mr.  MooBB,  of  Alabama,  supported  his  motion 
to  strike  out  the  whole  of  these  extra  allowances, 
on  the  eround  of  equal  dealing  to  all  the  officers 
in  this  kind  of  employment. 

Mr.  WtcKLiFFB  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  extra 
nllowaace  to  the  Postmaster  at  New  Orkmna. 


Mr.  QoRLET,  of  Louisiana,  spoke  in  reply,  and 
contended  that  this  compensation  was  reasonable 
and  necessary* 

Mr.  Cam PBBLi/,  of  Ohio,  took  the  same  ground 
with  Mr.  WicKLiFFE,  and  went  somewhat  into 
detail,  in  a  statement  of  the  facts  connected  with 
the  business  of  the  offices,  ^. 

The  question,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
of  North  Carolina,  was  divided ;  ainl  being  on 
the  extra  allowance  for  the  post  office  at  Wheel- 
ing— 

Mr.  John  BON,  of  Virginia,  op[>osed  the  aboli- 
tion of  it.  Mr.  QuRLBY  argued  in  favor  of  the 
extra  compensations,  particularly  that  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  corrected  some  alleged  mistakes  in  point 
of  fact.  Mr.  Rosa  contended  that  the  postmas- 
ter at  Wheeling  was  as  much  entitled  to  the  com- 
pensation be  received  as  either  of  the  others  in 
question. 

The  question  being  then  taken  on  striking  out 
each  of  these  extra  provisions,  it  was  carried 
almost  unanimously,  in  each  case,  to  strike  them 
out. 

Mr.  Saunobrb  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  that 
part  of  the  section  which  relates  to  the  Postmaster 
at  Washington,  as  follows : 

"  The  Postmaster  Gsnersl  is  hereby  snthorized  to 
allow  to  the  Postmaster  of  the  oity  of  WathiDgton, 
in  addition  to  the  allowance  made  by  this  act,  for  post- 
age collected,  and  for  free  letters  reeeived  by  him  for 
delivery,  a  commission  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  mails  distributed  at  his  office :  Provided,  nevtrihe- 
Uitf  That  the  whole  annual  emolument  of  the  said 
postmaster,  including  the  extra  compensation  of  one 
thousand  dollars  which  is  hereby  allowed  him,  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  forty- 
second  section  of  this  act." 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  oppposed  this  motion ;  and,  on 
the  question  being  put  upon  it,  there  were  in  the 
affirmative  65,  in  the  negative  27. 

This  not  being  a  quorum,  the  discussion  was 
renewed  by  Mr.  Tatjuir,  of  New  York,  who  went 
into  a  calculation  to  show  that  the  effect  of  the 
motion  would  reduce  the  salary  of  the  Postmas- 
ter at  Waahington,  from  $1,900  to  $900  per  an- 
num, which  he  opposed. 

Mr.  CoGKB  replied ;  and  was  followed  by  Mr. 
LivBRMORB,  on  the  same  side. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Foot,  of  Con- 
necticut^ to  strike  out  the  enacting  words  of  the 
bill,  which  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  a  large 
majority ;  and.  the  question  beinp^  then  taken  on 
striking  out  the  clause  last  recited,  it  was  de- 
cided lu  the  affirmative.  So  the  clause  was 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  Wbioht  moved  to  add  to  the  section,  as 
now  amended,  the  following  words :  "  Whenever, 
*  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  General,  the 
'compensation  allowed  bylaw  is  inadequate  to 
'  the  service  required  of  him,  (viz.  the  nostmas- 
^  ter,)  he  may  make  him  such  further  allowance 
'  as  the  public  interest  may  require." 

Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Ross  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  rejected  by  a  large  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lath  bop,  the  Committee 
then  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned^ 
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TfiaBSDAT,  May  6. 
Mr.  KsNT,  from  the  Comminee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  the  subject  liad  been  refer- 
red, by  sundry  raemoriais  from  inhabitants  and 
millers,  residiojf  in  Virginia,  reported  a  bill  fur- 
ther to  reffulate  the  inspection  of  flour,  in  the 
county  of  Alexandria ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Kbnt,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled, 
*'An  act  altering  the  times  of  holding  Che  courts 
in  the  District  of  Colombia,"  reportra  the  same 
with  an  amendment ;  which  was  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  and  the  amendment  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill,  granting  a  tract  of  land 
to  the  parish  of  West  Baton  Rouge,  on  certain 
conditions ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
10  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the 
«ases  of  Joseph  M.  White  and  William  David- 
son, of  Florida,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution,  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Cookb, 
calling  on  the  President  for  information  in  respect 
to  the  fortifications,  was  taken  up. 

The  mover  offered  an  additional  clause  in  the 
words  following :  *'And  in  all  cases  wherein  sums 
'  of  money  hare  been  already  expended,  or  au- 
'  thorized  to  be  so  expended,  the  authority  there- 

*  for,  by  reference  to  the  amount  and  date  of  each 
'  appropriation ;  with  a  like  reference  to  the  law 

*  under  which  any  of  aaid  works  were  erected." 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Little  objected,  that  resolntioBs  had  al- 
ready passed  requiring,  in  substance,  the  same 
thing  with  that  now  oSered. 

Mr.  Cocke  replied,  and  explained.  It  was  de- 
sirable to  hare  a  general  statement  of  the  whoie 
mass  of  information  on  this  subject  in  one  docu- 
ment— it  could  not  now  be  procured  except  im- 
perfectly, and  in  detached  parts.  After  some  far- 
ther conversation  between  Mr.  Sbarpb  and  Mr. 
Foot,  of  Connecticut,  the  resolntioo  was  adopted. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babbour,  by  leave  of  the  House,  pre- 
sented a  memorial  and  pletition  of  divers  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  holders  of  Virginia  military  land  warmnts, 
representing  their  inability  to  beate  the  said  war- 
rants, on  lands  set  a|nrt  for  that  purpose  by  the 
State  of  Virginia,  lying  between  Ludlow's  and 
Roberu's  line,  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  and  praying 
that  other  lands  may  be  set  apart  by  the  United 
States,  to  satisfy  said  warrants ;  which  memorial 
and  petition  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  al- 
low to  the  Clerk  of  this  House  an  account  /or  an 
adequate  and  reasonable  compensation  to  the  per- 
son employed  by  him  to  prepare  an  Index  lo  the 
volumes  containing  the  Kxecative  comnunica* 


tions,  Ac,  directed  to  be  prepared,  bf  a  resoli' 
tion  of  this  House,  at  the  present  session  of  Ccfr 
gress. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  made  a  Cew  observations  m 
the  necessity  and  importance  of  taking  op  &ri 
going  through  this  bill,  which  has  bseo  alnsa 
partially  acted  upon ;  the  system,  exteasire  i^ 
cumbrous,  requir^  several  modifieatioas  tod  m 
provements  which  had  been  carefully  pi 
after  mature  reflection,  by  the  Postmaster  i 
and  the  Committee  of  this  House,  aad  h( 
consider  the  vote  of  the  House,  on  going  into  Om 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  asindicstireofk 
determination  to  pass  the  bill  or  not,  at  the  prodl 
session.  i 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  o&tk 
bill,  (Mr.  ToMLiNsoN  in  the  Chair.)  i 

Mr.  Johnson  oflered  a  substitute  to  the  19th  m 
tion ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Clay  now  rose,  and  observed  that  a  billi 
such  great  extent^  containing  more  thao  forty  m 
tions,  and  involvug  some  new  principles  of  crioi 
aal  law,  could  not,  at  this  late  period  of  the« 
sion,  receive  that  mature  attention  which  it  n 
quired.  There  was  scarcely  a  possibilitjr  thatij 
could  pass  both  Houses  at  the  present  nessioOi  w 
it  would  only  consume  time  peculiarly  precioq 
He  therefore  moved,  that  the  Comtniitee  ns^ 
with  an  understanding  that  leave  be  refused  losi 
again.    • 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  opposed  this  motion,  on  i^ 
count  of  the  importance  of  the  bill,  dtc. 

Mr.  Clat  replied,  in  a  few  words,  and  the  qos 
tion  on  rising  was  then  decided  in  the  sffirmaui 
— aves  76,  noes  62. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly ;  and,  od  gi| 
ing  leave  to  sit  again,  there  were  ayes  70,  Doe$7 

So  the  House  refused  leave  to  the  CommiU 
to  sit  again,  and  the  bill  was  then  laid  on  tl 
table. 

FLORIDA  TREATY  AWARDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MgLane,  the  Hoose  wf 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  LATaaor 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  '*  to  authorize  tbe  creaui 
of  a  stock  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  tnillio 
of  dollars,  to  provide  for  the  awards  of  the  Co( 
missioners  niMer  the  treaty  with  Spain  of  the  ^ 
February,  1819." 

Mr.  McLanb  explained  the  object  and  pro^ 
sions  of  this  bill,  tie  went  into  an  examiDSti 
of  the  stipulations  of  tbe  Florida  tteaty,  asd  ta 
tended  that  the  United  Sutes  are  thereby  booi 
to  pay  the  whole  sum  of  five  millions,  whate* 
might  be  the  prooeeds  of  the  sales  of  the  laa 
ceded.  To  do  this,  the  treaty  suggesU  three  d 
ferent  modes,  and  the  selection  of  one  of  ihes^ 
a  question  of  expediency,  of  which  this  Gon\ 
ment  is  to  judge — and  he  stated  the  compsnti 
advantages  of  difierent  modes,  and  conteiKied  tt 
that  provided  in  the  bill  is  the  most  advtottgeoi 
He  objected  to  the  creation  of  a  6  per  cent,  stoi 
payable  out  of  the  public  lands,  snd  msintsii 
that  it  would  be  a  saving  of  nearly  one  mitiioo 
dollars  at  onee  to  pay  the  money  at  the  Treiso 
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borroin'og  a  like  imount  at  a  rate  not  exoeedhie  | 
fi^e  (poBsibljr  foar)  per  cent,  per  anoam.    He  ot- 
Mao  aiDendmeat,  which  woald  causetite  clause 
ameoded  to  read  as  follows : 

"That  the  SecnUiy  of  the  Tn^MTj  be  and  he  k 
henbj  mhomidd,  with  the  approbatioa  of  the  Preei- 
dcnt  of  the  United  States,  to  ceaee  to  be  issaed  and 
wHUtheBankoftke  United  Staies^  or  to  aiher9,  at 
tniD  not  IflM  than  the  par  Talae  thereof,  certificates 
ofitock,"  &c* 

hr,  F,  JoBNBON  opposed  the  bill  as  premature — 
ud  tiKKigfat  it  would  be  better  to  pay  the  claim- 
uu  for  spoliations  by  Spain,  by  offering  them 
tiihet  stock  or  lands  in  Florida.  It  would  be  bet- 
ter to  wait  for  the  report  of  the  decisions  of  the 
bnrd  of  commissioners  before  provision  was  made 
to  pay  the  amount  of  their  awards. 

Mt.McLane  replied.  The  decision  referred  to 
oust,  hj  the  treaty,  be  rendered  in  June  next*-so 
ibt  proriBion  most  now  be  made  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barboob  was  of  opinion  that  the 
pifment  of  the  capital  of  the  fire  millions  might 
be  postponed  till  the  public  lands  were  sold ;  but, 
^  ifl  the  interim,  the  interest  must  be  paid  on 
tU  uooQQt  awarded. 

Mr.  Clat  maintained  that,  by  the  treaty,  we 
wiiot  boood  to  pay  interest  on  tlie  capital  of  five 
Bdlioits,  and  thought  it  was  premature  to  pay  it 
tttbis  time.  The  mode  selected  to  discharge  the 
^  MFas  the  most  onerous  of  those  pointed  oat  in 
t^  treaty,  and  though  something  had  been  said  of 
pttiog  the  money  at  four  per  cent,  he  doubted  if 
ach  woold  turn  out  to  be  the  fact.  If  it  could  be 
N  at  that  rate,  why  was  not  such  rate  pot  down  in 
k  bill  ?  He  went  into  a  discussion  of  the  stipu* 
itioQs  of  the  treaty,  and  compared  the  three  op- 
^al  modes  of  paying  the  money  agreed  on.  He 
ttered  from  Mr.  Barbouh  in  the  opinion  that 
1^  interest  most  be  paid,  whether  the  lands  are 
•U  or  Oct.  He  thought  both  principal  and  inter<^ 
K  were  payable  ool  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in 
^ida.  He  would  prefer  issuing  a  stock,  both 
be  principal  and  interest  of  which  should  be  P*y- 
^e  oat  of  the  food  created  by  the  sales  oi  the 
Wa  lands.  The  saving  proposed  by  the  bill, 
etween  fi?e  and  six  per  cen  U  was  deceptit e.  The 
<Mk,  when  thrown  into  the  market,  would  not 
RQ?  more  than  75  per  cent,  and  yet  must  be  paid 
<  par.  He  opposed  the  bill,  and  gave  warning 
bt.  if  its  passage  were  pressed,  he  should  offer 
BeDdments,  the  eSect  oi  which  should  be  to 
Bke  the  stock  payable  only  out  of  the  sales  of 
^  lands.  ^^  ^ 

Mr.  Storrs  went  into  a  history  of  the  Florida 
^ty.  He  contended  that,  b)r  its  provisions,  the 
foi[miment  is  boand  to  its  citizens  to  make  satis*^ 
ictioQ  for  the  Spanish  spoliations,  as  soon  as  the 
iBooot  of  their  claims  shall  be  liquidated.  He, 
^refore,  thought  Confess  had  no  moral  right  to 
%ve  this  slock  unprovided  for  till  the  next  session. 
^  insisted  that  interest  on  this  stock  must  be 
^d,  as  interest  on  all  the  other  Government  stock 
'  pftid,  and  might  not  be  left  to  run  on  till  the 
tads  shall  be  sold.  He  thought  the  sooner  the 
^  was  paid,  the  better,  especially  if  the  mooejr 
^  be  had  on  low  terms. 


Mr.  McLakr  rose  in  reply.  He  had  spoken  on 
author!^,  when  he  had  said  the  money  could  be 
got  at  tour  and  a  half  per  cent  Such  an  offer 
had  actually  been  made — and  fire  had  been  in- 
serted in  the  bill  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  to 
cover  fluctuations  in  the  money  market.  It  would 
not  be  wise  to  defer  this  payment  to  next  session : 
as  then  five,  millions  of  the  war  debt  must  be  pro- 
vided for.  The  measure  now  proposed  was  not 
one  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  It 
had  been  urged  upon  the  House  by  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  McLanr  defended  the 
mode  now  proposed  as  only  meeting  the  spirit  and 
form  of  the  treaty  stipulation.  He  denied  that 
the  interest  might  be  deferred.  If  it  might,  and 
should  be  so  deferred,  in  seventeen  years  the  sum 
would  be  doubled,  and  the  claimants  lose  their 
debt.  He  insisted  that  the  difference  between  the 
interest  of  four  and  a-balf  and  six  per  eent.  would 
be  an  actual  saving  to  the  Government.  Suppose 
the  Florida  lands  should  not  bring  the  five  mil- 
lions, the  Government  must  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  contended,  that,  if  the  lands 
failed  to  bring  the  whole  sum,  the  Government  is 
not,  under  the  treaty,  bound  to  pay  any  more  than 
the  actual  amount  of  sales.  He  recommended 
that,  if  money  could  be  had  at  four  and  half  pet 
cent,  the  bill  should  be  altered  to  that  rate. 

The  debate  was  fiirther  continued  by  Messrs. 
Rankin,  Camrrrleno,  Mallart,  Boobanan, 
and  LiviNOBTON,  who  advocated,  and  by  Mr. 
Tatijor  and  Mr.  Clat,  who  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  Committee  rise  and 
report  progress,  with  a  view  that  leave  might  be 
refused  to  sit  again.  The  motion  was  negatived, 
ayes  69,  noes  76. 

The  debate  was  t&en  renewed,  by  Mr.  For8ytH| 
who  spoke  in  favor  of  the  passajgre  of  the  bill. 

dn  motion  of  Mr.  SnARPE^the  bill  was  amended 
by  reducing  the  rate  of  interest  at  which  the  five 
millions  may  be  borrowed,  from  five  per  cent*  to 
four  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
make  it  read — 

<*  The  Secretary  of  the  Tressury  be,  and  he  hereby 
18,  aethoriied,  with  the  spprobi^ion  of  the  Preii- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  issaed 
certifieatae  of  stock  of  the  United  States  to  any 
BiDOQfit  mC  eKceeding  the  smn  of  five  miUlons  of  dol- 
lats,  and  bearing  an  iatersst  of  six  per  centum  per 
annvm,  ftom  the  •^— -dsyof  Jane,  1824,  which  stock, 
■o  crested,  shall  be  redeeinable  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
aforesaid  treaty." 

Mr.  McLanb  opposed  the  amendment,  and  the 
debate  was  further  prosecuted  by  Messrs.  ClIy, 
Foot,  of  Connecticut,  Call,  Reed,  and  Archer. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Clay 
was  then  disagreed  to,  ayes  62,  noes  89. 

Mr.  Cocke  offered  the  following  amendment, 
which  was  adopted,  nenu  cse. 

I  <•  Andprmfided,  ako^  That,  in  alt  eases  where  the 
I  person  or  persons  in  whose  name,  or  for  who«e  iMae- 
I  fit  and  interest,  the  afocessid  awards  shall  be  made, 
1  be  li  debt  and  ia  arrears  to  the  United  Slates,  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ahaU  retain  the  same  ottt  of 
the  amount  ot  the  aforesaid  awards,  in  the  firat  in- 
stance,  and  a  warrant  or  certificate,  as  the  case  may 
be,  shall  issue  only  for  the  balance." 

The  bill  and  amendmeots  having  been  read, 
were  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  F.  JoBNSON  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  the  first  daf  of  De- 
cember next. 

Mr.  J. supported  his  motion  in  a  short  speech,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it ;  but  after- 
wards withdrew  his  motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  Ross  renewed  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  F. 
Johnson,  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  the  first  day  oi  December  next. 

Mr.  WfiBSTBR  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion, and  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  added  a  remark  on 
the  same  side ;  and  the  question  on  postponement 
was  then  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays — ^yeas53,  nays  105 — as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Beecher,  Brent, 
Brown,  Buckner,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cocke,  Condict, 
Conner,  Garrison,  Harris,  Hayden,  Henry,  Hooks, 
Isacks,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  F.  Johnson,  Leflwich, 
Long,  Mc Arthur,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Marvin, 
Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Moore  of  Kentuoky,  Patter- 
•on  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  PennsyWania,  Prince,  Rich- 
ards, Ross,  Sandford,  Sloane,  Standefer,  Sterling, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck, 
MThitman,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Ar* 
cher,  Baylies.  Barber  of  Connecticut,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
Bartlett,  Bassett,  Blair,  Brack,  Buchanan,  Burleigh, 
Burton,  Cady,  Carobreleng,  Cantpbell  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Cary,  Clark,  Cobb,  Collins,  Crafts,  Craig,  Crown- 
inshield,  Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfee, 
Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Ellis,  Farrelly, 
Findlay,  Fooi  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York, 
Forsyth,  Frost,  Oarnett,  Oallin,  Gist,  Oovan,  Ourley, 
Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Haywsird,  Herrick,  Holoombe, 
Houston,  Jenkins,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Lathrop,  Lawrence, 
Lee,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Lirermore,  Livingston,  Long- 
fellow, MoKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangam,  Mal- 
laryy  Markley,  Martindale,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Owen, 
rattersott  of  Pennsylvania,  Plumer  of  New  Hampahire, 
Poiniett,  Rankin,  Reed,  Sibley,  Wm.  Smith,  Speight, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stenhenson,  Stewart,  Stoddard, 
Strong,  Ten  Eyck,  Thoanpson  of  Georgia,  Tracy, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance 
of  North  Carolina,  Vinton,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whit- 
tlesey, Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Williams  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williams  of  North  Carolina,  James  Wilson, 
Wilson  of  South  Carolina,  and  Wood. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 


Friday,  May  7.     . 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 

Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  recommitted 

the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the 

^relief  of  Hezekiah  Langlejr  and  Benjamin  M. 


Belt,'*  reported  the  same  without  amendmeDt,  and 
it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.    > 

Mr.  Gazlat  moved  to  consider  the  resolutioD, 
some  days  since  offered  by  him,  in  relatioD  to  a  ^ 
lot  in  Symmes's  patent;  which  was  carried.  The  ' 
resolotion  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit-  ' 
tee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Mercer  called  up  a  joint  resolotion,  offered  , 
long  since  by  Mr.  Van  Kensbelaer,  (now  ab- 
sent on  leave,)  and  which  makes  provision  for  in- 
cluding the  Capitol  and  public  grounds  under  the 
police  regulations  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Citf  , 
of  Washmgton. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  it,  and  it  was, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to> , 
morrow.  i 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz: 

A  bill  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  cooru  i 
in  the  District  of  Columbia ; 

A  hill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  i 
certain  act  of  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and         • 

The  engrossed  bill  further  to  regulate  the  in- 
spection of  flour  in  the  county  of  Alexandria 
were  respectively  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Post 
OflSce  Department,  containing  a  statement  ol^ 
contracts  made  during  the  year  past. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  "for  the  relief  of  Colo- 
nel William  Duane,"  was  considered,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

A  bill  <<  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Shields"  wtt 
taken  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reporm 
to  the  Hoase,  and  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  Committee  on  Road'v 
and  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  that  part  o 
the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  repair 
of  the  Cumberland  road,  made  a  report  thereon 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  eomntttee,  to  which  wm  referred  that  parte 
the  PrMident's  Message  which  fUXm  to  the  repair 
of  the  Cumberland  rotd,  report : 

Thtt,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  Con 
gross  of  the  United  Sutes  have  complete  power  t* 
esUhlbh  toils  on  the  Cumberland  road,  for  the  porpos^ 
of  defraying  the  expense  of  future  repeirsv  and  of  pro 
vidinff,  by  suitable  penslties,  for  its  protection  agtisi 
liitufe  injury.  This  right  in  Coogrees  hss  been  aj 
lemnly  declared  by  both  branches  of  the  Legialatnrd 
on  several  occasions,  and  in  particular  by  the  paand 
of  a  bill  for  the  erection  of  toll-gates  on  this  t^ 
containing  the  usual  penalties,  which  bill  psi^^f  ^j 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  by  connA 
erable  majorities.  The  principle  contained  in  the  bUj 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  assumed  no  State  jQ 
risdiction  ;  it  was  simply  the  exercise  of  s  power  v 
secure  the  full  enjoyment  of  a  law  of  the  Unit^ 
States,  which  had  been  constitutionally  enacted.  Tb 
act  of  an  infiringement  of  a  United  Sutes  taw,  with 
few  exceptions,  must  necessarily  he  committed  witbi 
the  territory  of  a  State,  but  he  who  commits  the  offend 
is  to  be  punishable  by  ihe  United  SUtes.  This  6o{ 
not  carry  with  it  any  State  jarisdiotion ;  and  it  wed 
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MID  to  be  t  position  indiipeDMble,  that,  in  onkr  to 
give  tffictej  to  the  law«,  the  General  Government 
Bvt  be  iofeeted  with  a  power  to  protect  its  own 
CeutiiatioDal  legislation. 

The  Geoersl  Government  cannot  acquire  exdasive 
jaiiidictioo,  except  over  all  places  purchased  by  the 
ttoseot  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the 
nme  ibtll  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  ar- 
Moiis, dockjards,  and  other  needful  buildings;  the 
Suiei  can,  in  no  other  instance,  give  jurisdiction  to  . 
the  United  States.  The  General  Government  derives 
a  whole  power  from  the  Constitution,  and  it  can 
Dtither  be  increased  nor  diminished,  in  the  slightest 
ftrticniar,  by  any  other  means  than  by  an  amend- 
aeot  of  the  Constitution. 

The  General  Government  and  the  States  are  to  act 
in  thd/  own  proper  spheres,  upon  the  powers  they 
rapectivety  possess;  they  cannot  exchange  powers, 
OT)  by  say  consent  or  combination  of  powers,  give  or 
Hie  jflrifdiction  from  each  other. 

To  resommend  a  law  to  aothorixe  the  President  to 
rater  into  an  amogomeat  with  the  several  States 
thnagb  wbieh  the  road  passes,  to  establish  tolls,  each 
viihiii  its  limits,  would  imply  a  doubt  on  this  impor- 
unt  wbject,  which  the  committee  do  not  entertain. 

Concerning  the  policy  of  the  measure,  also,  the 
cofflmittce  will  most  respectfully  suggest,  that  it  prob- 
>%  woald  not  answer  the  end  expected.  The  mix- 
iag  of  authorities  over  this  road  might  lead  to  un- 
pbiaQt  results ;  one  State  might  erect  toll-gates  with- 
ia  its  limits,  snd  the  other  refuse ;  in  that  case,  the 
md  woald  belong  to  diflferent  jurisdictions ;  and,  even 
ifiilweis  to  unite  in  the  erection  of  toll-gates  within 
tMr  rpfpeetjve  limits,  different  interests  might  be 
Ut,  aad  the  road  nnequalty  repaired.  The  Western 
SUtas,  too,  might  eomplain  of  the  state  of  repairs, 
»hic6  would  p^dac#  Irritation  and  uneasiness  among 
wer  Sutes. 

And,  as  regards  the  States  themselves,  would  they 
^wilUog  to  undertake  the  trooble  of  the  maaage* 
■<Qt  of  a  road,  not  made  mainly  ibr  their  own  accom- 
■odatioo! 

If  thej  enter  into  eny  arrangementv  they  muat  take 
on  that  it  is  annually  complied  with.  One  atate- 
*nit  moat  be  annaally  sent  to  the  State  Legialatures 
^  their  ezamination*  and  another  aeoount  of  the  pro« 
ft^g  most  be  sent,  annaally,  to  the  General  Gov- 
frsaieot,  for  ila  inspection. 

If  ths  States  do  not  comply  with  the  arrangement  i 
^  right  over  the  road  must  be  receded  to  the  United 
Sui<i~.fome  might  comply,  and  others  fail;  in  this 
^  the  rosd  again  would  belong  to  diflerent  juris- 

&li0D8. 

Aod,  if  there  should  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
leompliance  with  the  arrangement,  how  is  it  to  be 
posted!  Would  any  of  the  States  be  willing  to 
^ajoriadiction  so  conditional  and  dependent — one 
^7  vbich  they  woald  be  obliged  to  render  an  annual 
*^^UTA  of  their  proceedings  to  another  authority  ?  It 
■Pl«an  to  the  committee,  tbst  the  superintendence  of 
'•^  road  ought  exclusively  to  belong  to  a  aingle  Ju- 
nsiictioa. 

It  has  been  the  constant  and  anxious  solicitude  of 
^  Committee  ou  the  Cumberland  Road,  that  the  ex- 
ptoee  of  repairing  it  should  be  raised  by  the  collection 
^  tolla ;  sod  it  is  believed  that  it  is  the  genersl  wish 
^  the  western  section  of  the  country,  that  the  road 
|heaid  be  maintained  at  the  eipense  of  thoee  who  ase 
i^  tod  net  by  tke  umoal  appropriatioa  of  moneys 


Ruoked,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  authorise  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  any  ar* 
rangement  with  the  several  States,  or  any  of  them,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Cumberland  road. 

NAVIGATION  OF  WESTERN  RIVERS. 

Mr.  Henrt,  of  Kentucky,  mored  to  postpone 
all  previous  orders  of  the  day,  to  go  into  Gommit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "  for  improving  the 
Ohio  and  Missi^ssippi  rivers;"  and  a  bill  "for 
deepening  the  harbor  at  Presque  Isle,  and  for  re- 
pairing rly mouth  beach;  "  wliicli  was  carried— 
ayes  69,  noes  46. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  these  bills,  Mr.  Markley  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  oat 
the  two  first  sections  of  the  first  of  the  above  bills, 
and  insert  the  following : 

<•  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Stotee  is  hereby 
anthoriaed  to  take  prompt  and  effectual  measures  for 
improving  the  navigation  of  the  waters  of  the  Ohio 
river,  by  causing  channels  to  be  cut  through  all  the 
bars  which  cross  the  current  of  said  river,  froign  Browne* 
ville,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  the  Mississippi,  upon  which 
said  bars  there  shall  not  be,  at  the  lowest  stage,  at 
least  three  foot  of  water;  or  by  causing  dykes  or 
sluices,  and  wing  walls,  to  be  constructed  upon  said 
bars,  or  by  such  other  mode  ss,  in  each  particular  caae» 
may  be  deemed  most  advisable." 

Mr.  Henry  made  an  explanatory  statement  of 
the  facts,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  plan  proposed. 

Mr.  WicKLiPFE  objected  to  the  plan  proposed 
in  the  amendment,  and  thought  the  improvement 
should  be  confiocxi  to  the  eradication  of  trees  par* 
tially  sunk  in  the  river. 

Mr.  Randolph  coincided  in  this  riew,  and 
stated  the  result  of  experiments  on  the  Rappahan- 
nock and  Roanoke  rivers. 

Mr.  Henry  replied,  and  defended  his  amend- 
ment.     • 

Mr.  Clay  suggested  the  following  modification, 
▼iz :  to  strike  out  the  clause  which  describes  the 
mode  of  improving  the  river  by  dams,  sluices,  d&e., 
and  insert  the  following  ^'so  as  to  insure,  at  the 

*  driest  season,  a  uniform  depth  of  three  feet  of 

*  water  over  each  of  said  bars ;  and,  for  this  pur- 
'  pose,  the  President  is  authorized  to  employ  any  of 

*  the  engineers  in  the  public  service  which  he  may 
'  deem  proper." 

The  amendment,  thus  modified,  was  agreed  to, 
iisnt.  colt. 

The  blank  for  the  distance  below  the  surface  at 
which  the  planters  and  sawyers  shall  be  cut  off, 
was  filled  with  Un  feet. 

Mr.  Scott  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
fourth  section,  hj  including  in  its  provisions  the 
rirer  Missouri. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  blank  for  the  sum  to  be  appropriated  was 
filled  with  975,000. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  rise  and  report  the  bill,  and 
accompanied  the  motion  with  a  series  of  observa- 
tions on  the  circumstances  of  the  case  for  which 
the  bill  provides. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  eon* 
oernii^  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mtsstr* 
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smp\,  and  asked  leave  to  sic  again  upon  the  other 
buL  commiUed  to  it;  which  wai  granted* 

FIVE  MILLIONS  NEW  STOCK. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  to  authorize  the  creation 
of  a  stock  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  provide  for  the  awards  of  the 
Commissioners  under  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of 
the  22d  of  February,  1819,*'  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Bebchbr  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
Ue.  The  motion  was  negatived — only  45  mem- 
bers rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Sloane  expressed  an  opinion  unlavorable 
to  the  bill,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  its  passage ;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  delivered  his 
sentiments  in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill ;  and  was  followed  on  the  same  side  by  Mr. 
Gazlat. 

Mr.  Sbahpe  spoke  in  reply,  and  the  debate  was 
further  continued  by  Mr.  Ranoolpb,  Mr.  Call, 
and  Mr.  Test  ;  all  of  whom  opposed  the  bill. 
Mr«  Farrellt  spoke  in  its  support. 

Mr.  Test  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  have  very  seldom  intruded  mv- 
self  upon  this  House,  and  nothing,  sir,  but  tne 
firmest  conviction,  that  to  be  silent  would  be  a 
dereliction  of  my  duty,  could  induce  me,  at  this 
time,  to  aak  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  offi*r 
a  few  remarks  upon  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion* I  am  called  upon,  by  the  bill  upon  your 
table,  to  vote  away  five  millions  of  the  people's 
money,  and  such  is  the  repugnance  of  my  mind  to 
the  feature  and  principles  of  that  bill,  that  I  feel 
myself  called  upon,  by  every  consideration  of  jus- 
tice and  sound  policy,  to  plaoe  upon  it  my  solemn 
veto.  I  shall  endeavor  to  condense  my  ideas  into 
as  few  words  as  .possible,  to  render  myself  intelli- 
gible; and,  although  I  cannot  hope  to  change  the 
opinion  of  a  single  member  of  this  House,  after 
the  protracted  discussion  which  the  subject  has 
undergone,  yet  I  cannot  feel  that  I  shall  have 
done  justice  to  my  country,  if  I  pass  it  by  in  si- 
lence. The  charge  against  the  Government,  to 
the  extinguishment  of  which  the  moneys  intended 
to  be  raised  by  the  operation  of  the  prttent  bill  is 
to  be  applied,  arises  out  of  a  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  pefsons  exerci- 
sing the  Government  of  Spain  in  the  year  1819, 
wherein  it  is  stipulated  between  the  two  Powers, 
that  "  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall 

*  pay  to  its  own  citizens  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 

*  millions  of  dollars,  for  spoliations  committed  upon 
'  our  commerce,  and  unlawful  seizures  made  by 
'  Spain,  of  the  property  of  our  citizens;"  the  payr 
ment  to  be- made  immediately,  "at  the  Treasury, 
'  or  by  the  creation  of  stock  bearing  an  interest  of 

*  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  out  of  the  pro- 
'  ceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  Florida,  or  in 

*  such  other  manner  as  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States  may  by  law  prescribe;"  these  pay- 
ments to  be  maae  "after  certain  Commissioners, 
named  in  the  treaty,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall 
have  adjusted,  and  allowed  the  claims,"  which 


claims,  it  is  admlMad  on  all  hands,  never  hare,  u 
yet,  been  adjusted  and  allowed,  and  which  kan 
been  imder  consideration  about  three  yean.  Tlie 
decision  of  this  question  depends  in  part  upoa  tk 
construction  which  may  be  given  to  the  abore 
clause  of  the  treaty,  and  the  policy  proper  to  be 
pursued  under  that  construction.  Hence,  two 
general  questions  present  themselves  for  onr  con- 
sideration— 1,  What  is  the  proper  coDstroctioa 
to  be  given  to  this  treaty  ?  and  2,  What  sball 
be  a  correct  policy  to  be  pursued  under  tkat  coo- 
struction  ?  In  the  solution  of  the  first  qaestioa, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  inquire,  what  were  tke 
motives  or  causes  which  led  to  the  making  of,  or 
entering  into,  the  treaty  ?  What  is  the  natan  of 
the  obligation  imposed  upon  the  contrsetiog  piT- 
ties?  and,  lastlv.  What  rights  do  the  dtixDaais 
derive  under  it  7  There  are  two  leading  cawei  or 
motives  for  making  and  entcriag  into  trettin  be* 
tween  natioBS>-^ne  is  of  a  nature  mild  and  petee 
able,  for  the  extension  and  regulation  of  fnendlf 
relations  already  subsisting  between  the  panits; 
the  other  is  of  a  nature  adverse  and  hostile,  for  tk 
reparation  of  friendly  relations  which  once  sob- 
sisted  between  them,  but  which  had  been  broken 
off*,  and  for  a  redress  of  grievances  which  had  o^ 
curred  during  the  suspension  of  those  friendly  re- 
lations, and  comes  in  place  of  war.  In  the  let 
general  class  of  causes,  there  may  be  rarioos 
motives  for  entering  into  a  treaty  with  a  fordga 
Power — as  when  you  are  totally  incapable  of  coo- 
tending  on  equal  grounds,  for  the  want  of  aa 
adequate  force,  or  the  want  of  due  preparation,  or, 
where  the  nation  with  which  yon  contend  hu 
nothing  to  indemnify  you.  for  going  to  war;  tU 
when,  from  their  peculiar  situation,  to  go  to  wv 
with  them  would  not  add  to  your  honor  or  jw 
present  or  future  s^eiy ;  aad,  under  all  or  anfof 
these  eiroomstanccs,  the  most  powerful  natioa 
would  find  a  suflicient  motive,  and  be  fairly  mr* 
ranted  in  making  a  treaty,  inad«iuate  to  the  par* 
poses  of  equal  refribntion  and  indemntfieaiion. 

The  causes  which  led  to  the  making  of  tbe 
treaty  under  consideration  seem  to  be  of  the  latter 
kind;  that  is,  for  the  reparation  of  friendly  rela- 
tions which  once  subsisted  between  this  Gorem- 
ment  and  Spain,  and  for  the  redress  of  grief  aoees 
which  occurred  during  the  suspension  of  those 
friendly  relations ;  and  is  expressed  in  the  treatf 
to  be  for  spoliations  committed  on  our  commerce, 
or  "  unlawful  seizures  made  by  Spain  of  the  pro- 
perty of  our  citizens."  As  the  causes  or  mouvei 
which  led  to  the  promulgation  of  this  treatf  vt 
only  adverted  to  as  matters  of  reference  in  its  coa- 
struction,  and  as  they  are  set  out  in  the  treatf  it- 
self, it  would  seem  a  waste  of  time  (which  bas 
now  become  very  precious)  to  go  into  a  detail  of 
the  various  aggressions  which  induced  this  Gor- 
eminent  to  call  upon  Spain  for  indemniif,  aod 
more  especially  as  every  honorable  gentleman  ia 
this  House  must  be  well  acquainted  with  them. 

The  next  inquiry  which  occurs  is,  what  is  the 
nature  of  the  obligations  imposed  upon  the  con- 
tracting parties  ?  Every  treaty  comprehends  sev- 
eral duties  or  obligations.  Those  which  arise 
between  the  contracting  Powcn  as  bodies  politic ; 
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tluve  which  exist  between  the  citizens  or  subjects 
of  thoce  Powers ;  those  which  subsist  between 
the  respective  GrOTernments,  and  the  citizens  or 
subjects  of  each  Power;  and  those  which  are 
commoQ  to  the  GrovernmeDt,  and  its  own  citizens 
a  subjects.  Without  going  very  deeply  into  ab* 
strict  reasoaiogs,  it  seems  accessary  to  inquire 
a  little  ioto  the  nature  of  Gkivernments,  to  come 
to  t  correct  conclusion  upon  the  case  before  us. 
Man,  io  a  state  of  nature,  independent  of  all  po- 
litical regulations,  is  bouod  to  act  hooestly  toward 
his  fellow-mao,  and  to  do  him  all  the  good  he  can 
withoQt  subjecting  himself  to  an  injury ;  hence, 
where  ooe  man  in  this  sta^  of  existence  does  ano- 
tber  aa  injury,  that  other  has  a  right  to  iademnitv 
ia  some  mode  allowed  by  the  law  of  nature,  and, 
QDder  such  circumstances,  might  redress  his  own 
wroogs.  But,  having  entered  into  the  social  com- 
pact, be  is  precluded  from  doing  ao :  and,  being 
»  prccladed,  he  has  a  right  to  call  upon  his  Gov- 
eroment  to  do  that  for  him  which  he  is  not  at 
iibertrtodo  for  himself;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
that  he  has  a  fight  to  call  upon  his  Qovernment 
to  redress  wrongs  committed  against  him  by  other 
QoTeroroents  or  their  subjects,  he  has  no  right  to 
expect  any  other  reparation  than  that  which  he 
hifflself  could  have  obtained,  with  competent 
power  to  enforce  his  claim ;  or,  in  other  words, 
he  csQ  have  no  claim  to  an  indemnity  from  his 
own  Gorernmenc  which  would  not  have  been  in 
the  power  of  the  aggressor  to  make.  The  exami- 
oation  of  these  principles  will  le^d  to  a  correct 
andentanding  of  the  obligation  which  the  Qov- 
eroffleat  is  under  to  those  claimants  for  whose 
iKoefit  the  money  in  this  bill  is  to  be  applied. 
Ut  08  for  a  moment  refer  \o  the  relative  situation 
of  the  Government  to  those  claimants,  and  see 
how  they  stand  toward  each  other.  It  is  a  well 
established,  fundamental  principle  of  the  social 
sfMeoi,  that  a  man  gives  up  a  share  of  his  natural 
fighuaod  privileges,  tjiat  he  may  have  the  remain- 
^  better  secured  to  him ;  and  one  of  those  priv- 
ileges which  he  surrenders,  as  before  hinted,  is  his 
right  to  redress  his  own  wrongs;  and  having  given 
Bp  that  privilege,  he  has  a  right  to  expect  of  hi" 
Gorernment  to  redress  them,  so  far  as  shall  be 
^reoient  and  proper,  taking  into  view  every 
circQffisianee  connected  with  its  accomplishment. 
The  Government,  therefore,  takes  upon  itself  the 
ttsk  of  redressing  the  wrongs  of  its  subjects  or 
cttizeas,  agreeably  to  the  principles  before  stated, 
keepiag  always  m  view  the  good  of  the  whole 
eoDkfflonity.  Therefore,  when  it  makes  a  treaty 
vith  aa  a^ressing  Power,  it  is  its  duty  to  provide 
for  its  own  indemnity  and  the  indemnity  of  all 
2t>  subjects,  if  convenient,  and  reasonably  practi- 
cable ;  hence,  it  becomes  a  protector  or  guardian 
lor  ihem,  not  only  to  see  tnat  other  nations  do 
<hecn  iiistice,  but  to  do  tbein  justice  itself;  and 
from  this  parental  and  protecting  character,  and 
iKne  other,  arises  all  the  claims  which  its  citizens 
or  subjects  have  upon  it ;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
carryiog  into  effect  all  its  functions  with  the 
greater  facility,  it  is  divided  into  departments, 
<^  of  which  has  assigned  to  it  certain  limited 
>&d  defined  powers,  and  which  every  other  depart- 
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ment,  as  well  as  every  citizen,  is  hound  to  respect, 
confide  in,  and  submit  to,  so  long  as  it  acts  within 
the  sphere  of  its  own  authority  ;  among  these  de- 
partments, or  divisions  of  the  Government,  is  the 
treaty-making  power,  and  which  is  as  perfect  and 
absolute  in  the  exercise  of  its  various  functions, 
and  is  entitled  to  as  much  deference,  as  any  other 
power  acting  within  the  scope  of  its  authority ; 
and  when  that  power  has  been  exerted  upon  a 
particular  occasion,  its  act  is  binding,  not  only  on 
those  immediately  connected  with  the  transaction, 
but  upon  the  whole  community. 

Having  examined  the  general  powers  of  the 
Government,  and  its  duties  towards  individuals 
who  compose  it,  so  far  as  they  seem  necessary  for 
my  purpose,  I  will  apply  those  principles  to  the 
case  berore  us,  and  see  what  will  he  the  result.  If 
I  have  laid  down  a  single  principle  which  is  not 
substantially  warranted  by  the  authorities,  or 
which  will  not  stand  the  test  of  ethical  analysis, 
I  shall  be  open  to  correction  and  conviction  by 
honorable  gentlemen  opposed  to  me.  In  this 
case,  then,  the  Gk>vernment  of  Spain  has  made 
unlawful  seizures  of  the  property  of  the  claimants^ 
this  Government,  as  the  guardian  and  protector 
of  their  rights,  has  interposed  between  them  and 
Spain,  and  concluded  the  treaty  now  under  con- 
sideration, to  indemnify  apd  remunerate  them  for 
losses  sustained  in  consequence  of  such  unlawful 
seizures.  For  the  clear  understanding  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  obligation  of  the  Government  to  those 
claimants^  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  the  several 
clauses  of  this  treaty  a  separate  and  distinct  con- 
sideration.  As  it  regards  the  adequacy  or  inade- 
quacy of  the  redress  secured  by  it  to  those  claim- 
ants; or,  in  other  words,  whether  it  be  a  provident 
or  improvident  treaty,  I  conceive,  is  not  a  subject 
for  our  present  consideration.  If,  however,  I 
were  to  give  an  opinion,  I  should  say  we  had  a 
right  to  presume  it  was  the  best  that  could  have . 
b^n  gotten  at  the  time.  There  is  no  honorable 
gentleman  in  this  House  that  does  not  know  the 
^deranged — nay,  the  miserable  vassal  and  bankrupt 
condition  of  that  nation  at  the  time  it  was  made. 
And,  although  it  may  suit  some  honorable  cen- 
tlemen  to  decry  the  treaty  and  the  treaty-makers, 
I  am  disposed  to  make  the  best  of  the  one,  and 
think  the  most  charitably  of  the  others.  Yet, 
however  improvident  the  whole  treaty  .may  be, 
and  inadequate  the  redress  to  the  claimants,  it  is 
not  for  us  now  to  change  the  nature  of  the  former, 
or  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  latter ;  a  duty 
has  devolved  upon  us  to  carry  it  into  effect,  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  it,  as  the  treaty-making 
power  has  laid  them  down  —  for  that  having 
passed  upon  it,  it  is  conclusive  with  us.  It  is  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Government,  it  has  its 
powers  to  exercise,  and  its  duties  to  pertorm;  and, 
naving  performed  them,  it  is  not  for  us  to  violate 
our  trust  by  trampling  upon  its  authority,  even  if 
it  had  acted  wrong ;  for,  by  so  doinff,  we  should 
make  ourselves  pariiceps  criminu.  If  the  honora- 
ble gentlemen  who  signed  this  treaty  have  looked 
over  the  interests  of  these  claimants,  and  have 
taken  an  insufficient  indemnity,  let  the  responsi- 
bility rest  with  them;  jet  us  do  our  duty,  and 
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carry  it  into  effect,  in  the  manoer  they  hare  pre- 
scribed. It  was  their  daty  to  make  the  treaty ;  it 
is  ours  to  carry  it  into  effect  according  to  its 
terms.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York  cannot  see  in  this  treaty  a  triple  alterna- 
tire;  I  think  I  can  very  plainly  see  a  double  one. 
The  language  of  the  treaty  is :    "  The  GoYern- 

*  ment  may,  after  the  Commissioners  shall  have 

*  admitted  and  allowed  the  claims  to  an  amount 
'  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,  pay  them 
'  immediately  at  the  Treasury,  or  in  the  creation 

*  of  stock  at  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable 

*  from  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  the  public  lands  in 
'  the  territories  ceded,  or  in  such  other  manner  as 
'  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  may  prescribe 

*  by  law." 

If  these,  then,  are  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  what 
is  the  duly  of  the  Grovernment  resulting  from  it, 
as  regards  the  claimants?  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  now  to  discharge  its  obligations  to 
the  claimants  in  good  faith,  according  to  equity 
and  justice.  Obligations  between  the  Crovern- 
ment  and  the  people  are  like  all  other  obligations, 
and  ought  to  be  construed  like  them.  I  lay  down 
the  following  as  correct  rules  of  construction  with 
regard  to  conuacts:  All  implied  contracts  (of 
which  this  is  one)  are  to  be  construed  according 
to  equity  and  natural  justice,  taking  into  consid- 
eration all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
transaction,  or  that  thing  which  forms  the  con- 
sideration for  making  it.  That  each  has  a  right 
to  have  it  performed  according  to  his  reasonable 
expectation.  That,  in  express  contracu,  where 
there  is  an  alternative,  or  more  than  one  mode  of 
discharging  them,  the  obligor  has  a  right  to  select 
which  of  the  modes  he  pleases ;  but  when  he  has 
selected  his  mode,  or  made  his  choice,  he  is  not  at 
liberty  afterwards  to  change  it  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  obll^d.  I  further  lay  it  down,  as  a 
fundamental  prmciple  with  regard  to  trust  and 
trustees,  that  the  trustee  can  never  be  made  ac- 
countable beyond  the  value  of  the  trust  estate,  and 
that,  where  money  is  to  be  paid  out  of  a  certain 
or  uncertain  fund,  you  can  never  make  the  trustee 
or  holder  of  the  fund  pay  the  money  out  of  his 
own  estate :  and  in  no  case  can  he  be  required  to 
pay  it  until  it  becomes  due.  Here,  then,  it  ap- 
pears clearly,  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  that  the 
Qovernment  intended  to  reserve  to  itself  the  right 
to  take  into  its  own  hands  the  fund  ont  of  which 
this  money  was  to  be  paid,  if  circumstances 
would  seem  to  warrant  it — that  is,  if  it  should 
appear  the  lands  were  likely  to  turn  out  a  produc- 
tive fund,  the  obiect  of  the  Government,  no  doubt, 
was  to  hold  the  land  and  pay  the  money  immedi- 
ately at  the  Treasury,  or  in  such  other  manner  as 
Congress  might  prescribe.  Several  reasons  for 
such  construction  urge  themselves  upon  the  mind 
with  ^eat  force. 

It  IS  said,  by  an  honorable  gentleman  on  the 
aide  of  the  question  with  myself,  who  is  somewhat 
acquainted  with  its  geography,  that,  although  it 
is  called  "  a  land  of  Sowers,"  it  is,  in  fact,  a  land 
of  sand  heaps,  musquitoes,  frogs,  serpents,  and  alli- 

ritors.    I  know  nothing  of  it  myself,  except  what 
have  gathered  from  the  general  history  of  the 


country.    But,  I  presume,  its  history  or  geontphf, 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  was  very  little  cdowo^ 
which  rendered  its  value  very  uncertain  JDdeed, 
besides  which,  it  may  be  recollected,  that,  by  ikt 
same  treaty,  a  part  of  that  beautiful  eoaatry,  west 
and  south  of  the  Sabine  river,  and  said  to  be  more 
valuable  than  all  the  Floridas,  was  ceded  to  Spam 
as  a  part  of  the  consideration  for  making  tiie 
treaty — leaving  it,  indeed,  very  doubtful  wheliwr 
all  the  lands  c^ed  to  the  United  States  would  be 
more  than  sufficient  to  the  demands  of  tbose 
claimants.    Again,  it  does  appear  ^videat,  that 
something  of  this  kind  must  hanre  borne  weight 
with  the  treaty  makers,  as  they  have  only  under- 
taken by  the  treaty  to  secure  to  the  cLaia)aots,a 
sum  of  not  more  than  five  millions  of  dollars- 
leaving  the  balance,  which  n  said,  by  some,  to 
amount  to  more  than  ten  millions,  to  future  nego- 
tiation or  total  abandonment,  guarding,  very  cao- 
tioosly,  all  the  time,  asainst  pledging  the  Goren- 
ment,  in  any  shape,  for  more  than  five  millioos 
of  dollars.    And  further,  for  the  very  purpose  of 
meeting  the  contingent  or  uncertain  value  of  tbe 
Florida  lands,  they  introduced  the  optional  pro- 
vision in  the  treaty,  before  alluded  to,  which  secores 
to  the  Government  the  right  to  keep  those  lands, 
should  they  be  found  valuable,  as  an  indemnity 
for  the  cession  of  the  lands  beyond  the  Sabine; 
and  at  the  same  time  to  exclude  the  idea  of  a  n- 
sponsibility  beyond  the  value  of  the  Florida  landi. 
The  Floridas,  while  under  the  dominion  of  Spain, 
had  already  occasioned  a  hiatus  in  our  sovereignty 
along  the  Gulf.    To  obtain  possession  of  it,  ther^ 
fore,  was  considered  a  matter  of  great  importance; 
and,  no  doubt,  a  sacrifice  of  a  portion  otland  be 
yond  the  Sabine  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  k- 
complishing  an  object  of  so  much  importance  to 
the  Government  as  that  of  aecuring  tbe  cootrolof 
a  maritime  frontier,  from  the  northern  extremity 
of  Maine  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine.    I  think, 
then,  I  am  fairly  warranted  in  saying,  that,  con- 
sidering everv  circumstance  connected  with  tbe 
transaction,  the  deranged  and  impoverished  con- 
dition of  Spain,  the  probability  ol  her  total  iocs- 
pacity  to  make  any  reparation  for  injuries  done 
us,  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  Floridas  to  relation 
to*  the  United  States,  and  the  necessity  of  takiof 
them,  or  nothing,  this  country  at  tbe  time,  stiu 
bleeding  with  wounds  inflicted  by  a  recent  war, 
the  facility,  which  its  possession  by  a  foreign 
Power  gave  to  drain  the  Soothera  cotfniry  of  its 
black  population,  the  miserable  imbecility  and 
corruption  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  calculated 
rather  to  favor  than  detect  and  punish  pimcfcs ; 
besides  the  reflection  that  the  sinuosities  and  in- 
dentations of  the  coast,  being  eminently  calcolated 
to  furnish  a  safe  retreat  in  case  of  por&oifr— beacf , 
I  say,  under  all  these  considerations,  it  was  cboaght 
advisable  to  obtain  the  dominion  and  sovereignty 
of  the  country,  if  it  could  be  had  without  aemalJy 
paying  money  out  of  the  Treasury-^aDd  faeace, 
the  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid  the  claimaois  was 
limited  not  to  exceed  five  miUionsof  dollars;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  the  payment  confined  to,  and 
contingent  upon,  the  value  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  publie  lands  in  thoae  territoriei.  This 
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accounts,  too,  for  the  peculiar  phraseology  of  the 
treat/  in  statiog.  "  The  iive  millions  to  be  paid  by 
^  the  creation  of  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  six 
*  perceotum  per  aonara,  payable  from  the  proceeds 
'of  the  sales  of.the  public  lands,  Within  the  terri- 
'  lories  ceded."  If  it  were  intended  that  the  whole 
of  these  claims  should  hare  been  paid,  why  limit 
ihem  to  five  millions  1  or,  if  it  were  intended  that 
eren  this  sum  should  be  positively  and  uncondi- 
tionally  paid,  why  introduce  the  above  restrictive 
clause  ?  Why,  I  say,  make  it  payable  by  the  cre- 
ition  of  stock  with  interest  payable  from  the  pro- 
seeds  of  the  sales  of  those  lands?  The  reason,  I 
tbiok  is  very  obvious.  It  was  never  intended  to 
pledge  the  Government  beyond  the  value  of  those 
lands,  and  at  the  same  time  to  make  for  the  claim- 
lots  the  best  possible  bargain  that  could  be,  under 
these  restrictive  circumstances.  I  am  here  met 
t)/  a  position  taken  by  some  of  the  friends  of  this 
bill,  that  Grovernment  is  bound,  at  all  events,  to 
jny  the  interest,  annually,  on  the  stock  created, 
lod  that  to  issue  it,  redeemable  only  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  Florida,  would 
^  creating  a  stock,  in  its  nature  irredeemable, 
irhich  is  always  unfavorable,  say  they,  for  the 
Grorernment,  as  it  goes  to  create  a  perpetuity,  ex- 
:ept  at  the  caprice  of  the  holder. 

In  reply  to  this  proposition.  I  would  remark, 
and  I  think  I  am  warranted  by  the  rule  of  con- 
irociion  and  the  language  of  the  instrument  in 
oakiog  it,)  that  you  cannot  torture  the  words  of 
he  treaty,  or  so  distort  its  meaning,  as  to  draw 
rom  it  such  a  conclusion.  If  the  treaty-makers 
lad  intended  that  such  construction  should  be 
pren  to  it,  why  were  they  not  explicit — why  not 
wt  down  the  very  words  to  be  paid  annmlly? 
Nhf  use  the  circumlocution  they  have,  when 
hey  might  have  come  to  it  at  once  ?  Why  leave 
t  in  doubt,  or  to  construction  ?  I  say  they  have 
tlaced  it,  in  my  mind,  beyond  all  doubt,  and 

conceive,  in  the  mind  of  the  whole  world,  ex- 
iept  by  the  most  unnatural  distortion  of  the  fair 
oport  of  the  words.  Why  did  they  not  say  the 
laims  should  be  paid  by  tne  creation  of  stock  at 
ix  per  centum  per  annum,  if  such  was  their 
Dtention  ?  If  such  language  bad  been  used,  and 
bey  had  stopped  there,  there  could  have  been  no 
abuaderstanding,  even  with  the  most  illiterate ; 
>r  had  they  said  they  should  be  paid  at  the  Trea- 
ury  without  saying  more,  no  men — not  even  the 
ilaimaots  themselves— could  have  pretended  to 
nisanderstand  them.  They  might  have  been 
DQch  more  concise,  and  have  only  said,  the  Uni- 
ed  Stales  shall  satisfy  the  claimants  to  the  amount 
f  five  millions  of  dollars ;  that  would  have  end- 
d  the  matter  with  the  most  sceptical  mind,  and 
Government  would  have  been  left  to  its  discre- 
ion  to  nay  it  in  any  way  satisfactory  to  the  claim* 
ots.  But  they  have  gone  on  and  said,  "  Those 
Uims  should  be  paid,  not  exceeding  five  millions 
I  dollars,  in  the  creation  of  stock,  bearing  an 
Qterest  of  six  per  centam  per  annum,  payable  from 
be  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  the  terri- 
ories  ceded ;''  and  the  friends  of  the  bill  supply 
he  words  payable  awMaUy,  not  out  of  the  pro- 
«cdsof  the  aaleiof  the  lands,  but  at  the  Treaaury 


of  the  United  States:  for  such  is  the  effect  of  the 
construction  for  which  they  contend.  Here  prin- 
ciples for  which  I  contended  in  the  outset  apply. 
Tne  Government  becomes  a  trustee  for  the  claim- 
ants: it  has  negotiated  for  them;  has  made  the 
best  barsain  it  could  for  them,  without  going  into 
a  doubtful  contest  with  the  sword.  It  has  secured 
to  them  a  fund  of  uncertain  value,  of  which  it  is 
willing  to  give  them  the  whole  benefit^  if  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  claims; 
reserving  to  itself,  however,  the  ri^ht  to  the  sur- 
plus, if  any  there  be.  I  say  that  it  is  a  fair  pre- 
sumption that  it  was  the  best  bargain  that  could 
have  been  made  for  them  with  a  rankrupt  nation. 
The  Government  being  the  natural,  or  rather  the 
legal  guardian,  of  the  claimants^  it  stands  com- 
pletely in  the  place  of  a  trustee  for  them,  and  by 
no  principle  in  eouity  can  it  be  reouired  to  pay 
more  than  the  value  of  the  fund  wnich  it  holds. 
Let  it  be  however  a  good  or  bad  bargain,  it  has 
been  made  by  the  treaty-making  power  of  this 
country,  a  power  over  which  this  House  has  no 
immediate  legal  control.  It  is  a  contract  com- 
pletely binding  upon  this  House,  the  nation,  and 
the  claimants  themselves ;  and  unless  we  mean  to 
trample  upon  one  of  the  constituted  authorities  of 
the  country,  and  usurp  a  power  never  intended 
by  the  Constitution  to  have  been  placed  in  our 
hands,  we  shall  conform  ourselves  to  the  contract 
made  by  that  power.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  the  guardian  of  these  claimants'  rights, 
to  make*  the  best  of  the  funds  placed  in  its  hands 
for  them ;  and  if  they  can  be  paid  their  interest 
annually  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
lands,  agreeably,  to  tne  contract  made  for  them, 
they  ought  to  be 'paid ;  if  not,  they  ought  to  be  paid 
as  speedily  as  po5sible,  but  without  encroaching 
upon  other  funas  of  the  Government.  What  wiU 
be  the  principle  established  by  the  passage  of  the 
bill  upon  your  table  ?  You  not  only  set  aiside  the 
solemn  act  of  a  co-ordinate  authority,  but,  sir, 
you  establish  the  principle,  that,  unless  you  can 
obtain  complete  pecuniary  redress  by  treating  with 
a  nation,  you  must  go  to  war.  An  honorable 
gentleman  on  iny  right  tells  you  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  interferea  between  the  claimants  and 
the  Spanish  authorities ;  it  has  undertaken  their 
cause,  and  prevented  them  from  seeking  redress 
in  their  own  way  against  that  Power;  and  now, 
says  the  honorable  gentleman,  after  interfering, 
and  preventing  them  from  making  the  best  bar- 
ffain  they  could,  you  are  not  willing  to  make  them 
full  reparation. 

Why,  sir,  this  is  but  begging  the  question,  and 
is  in  tact  only  quarrelling  with  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  country;  it  is  admitting  the 
Government  had  the  right  to  interfere  and  make 
a  bargain  for  the  claimants,  (which  is  the  fact,) 
but  because  they  have  made,  as  gentlemen  say.  a 
bad  bargain,  they  will  not  comply  with  it.  Be- 
cause the  Government  has  not  been  able  to  obtain 
for  them  full  indemnity  for  their  losses,  it  must 
make  them  up  for  its  goodness  in  interfering  in 
their  behalf.  It  is  saying  to  the^  Government, 
you  have  been  good  enough  to  interpose  your 
power,  and  obtain  for  us  a  partial  redress  of  our 
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grierances ;  we  admit  yoa  tare  done  the  best  you 
could,  but  as  you  hare  not  done  all  you  could, 
we  now  require  of  you  to  do  the  balance.    We 
have  trusted  you  to  endeavor  at  obtaining  the 
claims  which  were  due  to  us ;  you  have  got  for  us 
all  you  could,  but  we  are  not  satisfied.    You 
ought  to  make  us  whole.    When  they  are  told 
that  the  Government  had  done  the  best  it  could 
for  them,  that  is  true  enough,  say  they,  but  it  has 
not  done  all  it  could — it  might  have  gone  to  war ; 
and  as  it  has  not  done  so,  we  now  require  it  to 
pay  us  the  whole  amount  of  our  claims.    The 
principle  which  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 
contend  for  is  really  this :  that  where  the  Gov- 
ernment interferes  to  negotiate,  and  cannot  suc- 
ceed in  securing  a  perfect  indemnity  for  all  the 
losses  of  its  citizens  or  subject^,  it  is  llound,  under 
every  circumstance,  to  go  to  war,  or  make  them 
full  reparation  for  the  aggressions  of  the  enemy. 
What,  then,  sir,  is  the  true  nature  of  the  contract 
between  the  Government  and  these  claimants? 
Why,  clearly,  sir,  that  when  those  Commission- 
ers, mentioned  in  the  treaty,  shall  have  admitted 
and  allowed  their  claims  to  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding five  millions  of  dollars,  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  create  the  stock  for  that  amount, 
bearing  an  Interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
and  issue  certificates  to  the  holders,  (not  subject 
to  pay  interest  annuallv  at  the  Treasury,  as  the 
gentlemen  contend  for,)  but  payable  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  those 
'  territories.    Suppose,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  certificate  of 
such  stock  were  issued  for  a  thousand  dollars,  ex- 
pressing upon  the  face  of  it,  that  it  would  be  good 
to  the  holaer  for  the  sum  mentioned,  payable  out 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Flotidas,  and  it  were  by  accident  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  any  man  but  a  stockjobber  or  a  bro- 
ker, (I  have  no  insidious  allusion  to  any  set  of 
men,)  or  into  the  hands  of  any  man  unacquainted 
with  (the  science  of)  this  kind  of  dealing — for  it 
has  really  become  a  matter  of  science  at  this  day — 
would  it  ever  strike  him  for  a  moment  that  he 
was  to  receive  it  in  any  other  way  than  that  ex- 
pressed upon  its  face  ?    I  say,  sir,  would  it  ever 
strike' him  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  to 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  once  in  every 
year  and  draw  his  sixty  dollars'  interest  ?    Would 
ne  not  be  perfectly  astonished,  sir,  on  being  told 
that  that  was  the  efiect  of  the  paper  which  he 
held  in  his  hand  ?    I  ask  the  qdestion  emphati- 
cally, sir,  would  it  not  astonish  him  to  hear,  that, 
although  these  lands  were  not  worth  even  the 
trouble  of  selling,  yet  he  would  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive sixty  dollars  annually  for  his  certificate.    I 
say,  sir,  It  would  be  matter  of  perfect  astonish- 
ment.   Nothing  can  be  more  plain  than  that  the 
contract  between  the  Government  and  these  claim- 
ants is  simply  this :  that  after  the  claims  are  ad- 
mitted and  allowed^  and  not  till  then,  they  shall 
be  paid  by  the  creation  of  stock  at  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  to  be  paid  (principal  and  interest)  out  of 
the  proceeds  oi  the  sales  oi  the  public  lands  in  the 
Floridas,  and  in  no  other  manner  whatever ;  and, 
sir,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  it  becomes  the  duty  of 
the  Gover  me  t  to  ofier  these  lands  for  sale  as 


soon  as  convenient,  and  in  the  way  best  calcula- 
ted to  secure  for  them  a  fair  price.    And,  sir,  I 
say  again,  with  the  firmest  conviction  of  its  truth 
and  rectitude,  that  this  Cbvernment  is  not  respon- 
sible beyond  the  value  of  the  lands.     The  nature 
and  extent  of  the  obligation  being  thus  ascertained, 
it  will  not  be  a  very  difficult  matter  to  determine 
the  riffhts  of  the  parties  or  claimants  under  it.    it 
may  be  necessary,  however,  to  make  some  sen- 
era!  observations  with  regard  to  the  rights  of  in- 
dividuals in  relation  to  their  own  government 
As  a  man,  when  he  enters  the  social  compact,  re- 
linquishes the  right  of  revenging  his  own  w^rongs, 
or  procuring  redress  in  his  own  person,  it  is  the 
duty  of  his  government  to  do  that  for  him  which 
he  lias  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  do  for  himsrif; 
and  to  observe,  at  the  same  time,  to  do  justice  it- 
self; but  ft  is  not  to  do  more  than  justice,  for 
whatever  it  does  more  than  justice  to  one  indi- 
vidual, is  so  much  injustice  done  to  another. 

The  present  claimants  can  have  no  pretensions 
to  the  lands  ceded,  but  only  to  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  their 
claims,  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dollars, 
and  the  interest  on  their  stock,  and  no  more  ;  for, 
as  the  €h)vemment  has  interested  itself  so  far  as 
to  permit  the  treaty-making  power  to  negotiate  for 
them,  that  power  is  unlimited  in  its  opera tion^  ts 
respects  the  subjects  within  its  sphere ;  so  that^ 
whatever  stipulations  it  may  have  made  in  their 
behalf,  those  stipulations  are  concltisive  between 
them  and  the  Gbvernment^  and  no  power  under 
heaven  has  a  right  to  infringe  them,  or  set  them 
at  naught.   No  matter  how  improvident  the  treaty, 
made  by  the  proper  authority,  acting  w^ithin  its 
sphere,  it  is  binding  on  the  Government,  as  well 
as  on  the  individuals  for  whose  benefit  it  was 
made.    A  treaty  once  made  and  ratified,  no  mat- 
ter how  absurd  it  may  appear  in  its  terms,  it  is 
fair  to  presume,  was  the  best  that  could  have  been 
gotten,  and  that  it  was  better,  at  the  time,  to  have 
entered  into  it  than  to  have  gone  to  war ;  and 
were  it  otherwise,  a  nation  or  an  individual  could 
never  be  safe  in  relying  upon  a  treaty.     And  if 
the  treaty-making  power  were  to  enter  mto  an  ab- 
surd conipact  which  was  totally  inadequate  to  se- 
cure the  Government, or  the  individuals  concerned, 
it  ought  never  to  be  ratified  ;  but,  after  it  has  re- 
ceived the  solemn  sanction  of  the  revisory  power, 
there  is,  and  ought  to  be,  an  end  to  the  matter, 
and  the  Government,  as  well  as  the  indiridoak 
concerned,  have  no  right  to  claim  any  other  re- 
dress under  it  than  that  which  it  has  expressly  <x 
impliedly  stipulated  to  give  them.     Hence,  those 
claimants,  so  long  as  they  claim  a  right  under  this 
treaty,  must  be  content  to  take  such  as  is  guaran- 
tied by  it,  or  none  at  all ;  for  it  is  by  thai  and  that 
alone,  they  have  any  rig^ht  whatever.    This  posi- 
tion will  appear  perfectly  clear  on  a  little  reflec- 
tion.   These  claims  are  said  to  be  due  for  unlaw- 
ful seizures  of  vessels  and  property,  which,  from 
every  appearance,  were  chiefly  insured,  and  for 
which  tne  insurers  have  made  indemnity  to  the 
insured,  whereby  the  claims  under  this  treaty  have 
I  fallen  into  the  hands  of  insurance  companies,  bro- 
|.kers,  and  underwriters.    They  were  adventnrers 
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is  the  habit  of  ili»  daofeious  kind  of  spceoktioii, 
and  of  receiving  prenuums  in  juroportion  to  the 
hiztrd  they  run  ;  and,  perhaps,  with  all  these  ap- 
pareat  losses,  ha?e  made  their  forlanes^  and  have 
teeo  quite  as  successful  as  they  had  a  righl  to  ex- 
pect   Whatever  premiums  were  paid  them,  have 
sot  been  charged  to  the.  loss  of  the  shipper,  but 
have  been  put  upon  the  goods  of  other  shipments, 
with  a  premium  again  upon  that  premium,  ail 
wbieh  went  to  enhance  the  price  ot  the  articles, 
aad  has  been  paid  by  the  consumers,  and  which 
operates  as  a  tax  upon  the  people  at  large ;  hence, 
it  may  be  said  that  the  people  nave  once  paid  these 
ciains;  besides  viewing  those  claims  in  this  light, 
as  being  in  some  measure  different  from  those 
which  are  the  immediate  result  of  useful  labor, 
((boagh  I  admit  them  to  be  legal,  and,  indeed, 
hoaest,)  the  treaty-makers  were,  perhaps,  induoea 
to  take  a  more  precarious  indemnity  than  they 
otherwise  might  have  done.    Hence,  I  take  it, 
these  adventurers  come  with  a  poor  grace,  after 
having  made  their  fortunes  in  those  hazardous 
speculations,  and  after  having  in  fact  virtually 
received  the  amount  of  their  claims,  to  ask  any- 
other  redress  than  that  stipulated  for  them  in  the 
treaty.    They  could  have  recovered  nothing  from 
the  belligerent  or  aggressing  nation  without  the  aid 
of  the  wvernment ;  they  have,  therefore,  no  right 
to  expect  any  other  redress  than  such  as  it  was  able 
to  procure  for  them^    Private  adventurers,  whose 
propert)r  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  are 
not  entitled  to  remuneration  from  the  Gk>vern- 
meat,  aor  is  the  Government  responsible  for  prop- 
erty seized  by  the  enemVy  unless  the  seizure  liap* 
peos  in  consequence  of  its  having  been  in  the 
oceopation  of  tlie  Qovernment  at  ihe  time  of  the 
seizure.    I  believe,  sir,  no  one  will  contend,  that, 
in  this  case,  the  Government  was  bound  farther 
than  merely  to  negotiate  for  the  olaimants,  and 
make  for  them  the  best  bargain  it  could  ;  that  bar- 
gain has  been  made ;  they  are  now  claiming  un- 
der it,  and  I  say,  and  say  it  withont  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  they  have  no  right  beyond  it. 

The  next  inquiry  that  presents  itself  is,  what 
is  a  correct  policy  to  be  pursued  under  this  con- 
tract, agreeamy  to  the  construction  I  hare  given 
it?  GoverntBeots,  like  individuals,  are  boond  to 
do  justly;  they  are  never  at  liberty,  wrongfully, 
to  take  from  one  part  of  the  community  to  give  lo 
another;  and  as  they  can  onlv  subsist  by  what 
they  receive  from  the  people,  all  which  one  indi- 
vidual, or  portion  of  the  community,  receives  over 
and  above  its  due  portion,  must,  as  a  natural  con- 
sequence, be  taken  from  the  other.  They  are  not 
authorized  even  to  be  liberal,  unless  they  are  there- 
by to  attain  an  end  of  more  importance  than  the 
value  of  the  bounty  bestowed ;  for  liberality,  al- 
though a  virtue  in  an  individual,  may  be  rendered 
a  species  of  oppression  in  a  Government.  It  fol- 
lows, of  coorse,  that  whatever  these  claimants  re- 
ceive, more  than  the  fair  value  of  their  ri^ht  under 
the  treaty,  which  has  been  made  in  their  behalf, 
must  be  taken  from  the  other  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  ao  far  would  be  doing  palpable  injustice 
to  them.  And,  sir,  1  aver  that,  by  the  passage  of 
the  bill  upon  your  table,  you  rob  the  nonest,  in- 


dustrious part  of  the  community  of  more  than  a 
million  of  dollars,  to  put  it  in  the  pockets  of  those 
adventurers,  who  are  not  at  all  entitled  to  your 
favor.  To  discover  the  effects  of  this  bill,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  examine  into  the  principles  it 
adopts.  It  proposes  to  create  a  stock  of  five  mil* 
lions  of  dollarsL  at  an  interest  of  "iz  per  cent,  per 
annum,  payable,  annually,  at  the  Treasury,  re- 
deemable at  pleasure,  without  any  regard  to  the 
special  provisions  ci  the  treaty,  or  to  the  lands 
which  form  the  fund  out  of  which  it  ought  tb  be 
paid.  There  are  several  objections  to  this  mode 
of  discharging  this  obligation  of  the  Cbvernment 
to  these  claimants.  In  the  first  place^  the  money 
is  not  due  to  them;  the  Commissioners  have 
neither  admitted  nor  allowed  the  claims.  We  are 
told,  to  be  sore,  by  honorable  gentlemen,  that  they 
will  be  adjusted  by  the  first  of  June  next.    I  would 


ask,  sir,  what  evidence  we  have  of  the  fact? 
They  have  been  in  a  course  of  arrangement  now 
for  three  or  four  years,  and  for  aught  we  know,  or 
can  know,  they  may  continue  under  arrangement 
between  the  parties  for  seven  years  to  come,  and 
all  this  time  tbe  Government  must  be  paying  an- 
nually three  hundred  thousand  dollars  interest  on 
the  stock ;  and  my  word  for  it,  sir,  if  you  pay  the 
claimants  the  amount  of  their  demands,  and  leave 
them  to  future  adjustment,  you  will  have  them 
adjtisted  with  a  venjeance.    Or.  sonpose  you  keep 
the  money  in  the  Treasury,  will  the  pleasure  of 
having  five  millions  in  the  Treasury  compensate 
for  the  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  which  you 
annually  wring  from  the  sweat  of  the  poor  man's 
brow  1    And  what,  sir,  is  the  excuse  urged  for 
creating  this  stoek  at  this  time,  before  we  are  un* 
der  any  obligation  to  pay  iti    Why,  sir,  that  we 
can  now  borrow  the  money  at  four  and  a  half  per 
cent  when,  perhaps,  as  gentlemen  say,  we  cannot, 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  borrow  it  at  less  than 
six.    Let  us  examine  this  policy  a  little  and  see  if 
it  will  bear  the  test  of  investmtion.    You  are  to 
borrow  the  money  now  at  four  and  a  half  per 
centum  per  annum,  or,  in  other  words,  you  are  to 
sell  the  stock  which  you  create  at  one  and  a  half 
per  cent  advance,  whereby  gentlemen  say  they 
flain  a  profit  of  seventy-nve  thousand  dollars. 
This  sum,  to  be  sure,  is  worth  saving  to  the  Gov- 
ernment; but,  sir,  what  follows?    The  moment 
you  sell  the  stock  it  b^ins  to  bear  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent,  per  annum  against  you,  and  in  three 
months  yoar  profit  is  all  gone.    If  your  claims 
should  remain,  in  the  course  of  adiustment,  for 
the  space  of  a  year,  you  are  out  of  pocket  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars— 4ind  I 
say  they  remain  so  for  that  time ;  or  longer,  for 
aught  we  know.    We  are  told  by  an  honoraUe 
gentleman  from  Delaware,  that  money  is  less  val- 
uable now  than  when  this  Congress  commenced 
its  {Mresent  session — suppose  that  to  be  the  fact, 
and  I  am  not  disposed  just  now  to  question  it, 
have  we  any  evidence  it  will  be  more  valuable  in 
twelve  months  from  this  time?    What  are  the 
causes  which  have  led  to  its  depreciation,  the  gen- 
tleman did  not  stop  to  inquire,  nor  shall  I j  but 
the  causes,  I  take  it,  are  onvious,  and  I  think  it 
equally  obvious  that  those  causes  are  not  likely  to 
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cease  to  operate  within  a  twelvemoDth,  if  any 
judgment  can  be  formed  from  a  view  of  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  world,  and  more  especially  of 
Europe,  which  always  has,  and  so  long  as  we 
parsue  this  miserable  course  of  policy  that  drives 
domestic  industry  from  the  country,  always  will 
have  a  powerful  influence,  not  only  upon  our  pe- 
cuniary concerns,  but  upon  the  general  concerns 
of  the  nation. 

Another  pretext,  (for  it  can  really  be  no  more 
if  my  construction  of  the  treaty  be  correct,  and 
that  It  is  I  have  no  doubt.) — I  say  another  pretext 
ia  ofiered  for  going  into  tnis  measure  now,  which 
is,  that  the  nation  is. pledged  to  pay  these  claims 
so  soon  as  they  shall  be  admitted  and  allowed  by 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  adjust  them,  and 
that  they  may  ppesibly  get  them  adjusted  before 
the  next  session  of  Congress;  and,  that  if  the 
Government  shall  not  be  ready  to  discharge  them 
at  the  time  they  shall  be  so  adjusted,  our  faith  is 
broken,  the  pledge  is  gone,  public  confidence  de- 
stroyed. If  any  weight  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
such  an  argument,  in  any  case  resting  upon  con- 
tingencies, it  cannot  be  admitted  in  this  case. 
Such  an  argument  would  come  with  a  rery  poor 
grace  from  these  claimants,  who  have  kept  their 
claims  hanging  before  the  Commissioners  for 
years,  waiting,  as  I  presume,  for  eridence,  while 
those  Commissioners  were  drawing  upon  the  Trea- 
sury for  their  support.  Why  have  they  not  been 
adjusted  before  this  time?  We  hare  heard  no 
complaint  of  the  Commissioners  neglecting  their 
duty  ]  the  fair  presumption  is,  that  the  fault,  if 
any.  is  with  the  claimants— and  even  if  there  be 
no  lault  with  either,  the  argument  has  no  weight. 
What,  sir,  is  the  language  of  the  treaty  under 
which  they  claim  ?  It  is,  that  when  those  claims 
are  admitted  and  allowed,  they  shall  be  paid  by 
the  creation  of  slock ;  hence,  there  can  be  no  obli- 
gation on  the  Government  to  create  the  stock  un- 
til they  be  admitted  and  allowed.  There  is  no 
stipulation  in  the  treaty  to  have  the  money  wait- 
ing in  the  Treasury  until  it  shall  suit  those  claim- 
ants to  get  their  accounts  adjusted.  It  is  certainly 
a  very  extraordinary  doctrine  to  propagate  in  this 
House,  that  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged  to 
travel  out  of  its  ordinary  course  of  legislation  to 
accommodate  a  few  individuals  who  may  chance 
to  have  claims  upon  it.  It  goes  the  whole  length 
of  saying  that  we  shall  continue  in  session  until 
it  shall  please  those  gentlemen  to  be  ready  to  re- 
ceive their  money,  or  that  we  must  anticipate 
them,  and  pay  half  a  million  of  dollars  interest 
upon  the  stock  created^  for  fear  we  should  not  be 
prepared  to  pay  those  individuals  their  money  the 
moment  they  get  their  claims  ready  for  presenta- 
tion, and  thereby  be  guilty  of  a  breach  and  viola- 
tion of  public  honor  and  faith.  Such  a  doctrine, 
I  trust,  will  find  but  few  advocates  in  this  House, 
and  such  arguments  bear  but  little  weight  with 
those  whose  mmds  are  open  to  conviction.  Again, 
air,  there  is  no  obligation  upon  this  Government 
to  pay  money  in  this  case,  nor  is  there  any  on  the 
claimants  to  receive  it.  They  may,  therefore,  if 
they  think  proper,  refuse  your  money  and  require 
your  stocky  and  it  is  stock  they  are  entitled  to; 


and  ray  word  for  it,  if  your  stock  is  better  tbaa 
money,  as  contended  by  norne  honorable  geode- 
men,  these  claimants,  who  from  their  characters 
are  well  acquainted  with  per  cent,  per  aDnnm  cal- 
culations, will  certainly  require  it.  and  those  gen- 
tlemen who  are  such  sticklers  for  public  faitk, 
dare  not  deny  it  to  them.  Gentlemen  may  tell  as 
the  public  faith  is  only  pledged  for  the  moaey,  as 
the  Government  is  at  liberty  to  pay  them  ia  soch 
manner  as  Congress  may  prescribe.  Trae,  sqcIi 
is  the  language  of  the  treaty,  bat  those  wary 
claimants  will  tell  you  there  are  three  modes 
pointed  out  for  the  extinguishment  of  those  clatmi, 
one  of  which  is  to  discharge  them  with  stock 
bearing  interest  at  six  per  centum  per  aDDQm; 
that  you  hare  thought  proper  to  adopt  that  mode 
of  payment ;  that  you  are  not  now  at  liberty  to 
choose  another,  ana  pot  them  off  with  le»  than 
their  contract;  i^oney  is  not  stock,  nor  stock 
money.  The  Government  is  bound  to  perform  its 
contracts  specifically,  if  required  to  do  so,  aod 
money,  in  equity,  will  not  discharge  a  contract  for 
stock.  Indeed,  as  I  before  remarked,  an  argu- 
ment proposing  to  make  such  a  change,  in  the 
nature  of  their  contract,  would  come  wi|h  a  very 
ill  grace  from  those  gentlemen  who  are  siaeh  tick- 
lers for  a  firm  adherence  to  public  faith.  There 
is  another  objection,  sir,  to  the  policy  of  this  bill. 
You  pledge  the  Gk>rernment  immediately  and  di- 
rectly for  a  sum  of  money  it  nerer  was  ioteoded 
to  be  made  responsible  for,  but  upon  contiogea- 
cies.  In  support  of  this  position,  I  think  I  need 
only  remind  the  House  of  the  argument  in  rela- 
tion to  the  construction  of  the  treaty.  The  boo- 
orable  gentleman  from  Delaware  tells  us  that  the 
Government  is  bound,  at  all  events,  to  pay  the 
interest  annually  upon  the  stock  created.  1  have 
no  doubt  but  it  would  be  boand  to  do  so,  if  there 
were  funds  in  hand  sufllcient,  arising  from  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  Florida  lands,  and  not 
otherwise. 

If  the  construction  which  I  hare  given  to  this 
treaty  be  a  correct  one,  the  Government  canpot 
be  responsible  beyond  the  value  of  the  Florida 
lands.  And,  sir,  suppose  the  lands  were  at  this 
time  really  worth  more  than  the  five  millions; 
nay,  suppose  they  were  worth  ten  millions— 1  still 
insist  upon  it,  it  would  not  be  good  policy  to  take 
them  and  pay  the  claims.  In  the  administration 
of  the  fiscal  aflTairs  of  the  nation,  you  most,  in 
general,  be  governed  by  the  same  rales  that  govern 
private  concerns.  The  great  question  to  be  set- 
tled here  is,  whether  it  would  be  good  policy  to 
take  the  fund  and  pay  the  claims  or  not  If  it  he 
not  policy  to  do  so,  this  bill  ought  not  to  pass;  for» 
in  passing  it  you  Yiolate  one  of  the  most  obrioai 
principles  oi  political  justice;  you  take  from  the 
many  that  which  is  their  right,  and  give  it  to  the 
few  who  have  no  ritfht.  Suppose  you  adopt  the 
principles  of  the  bilT,  and  create  the  stock  lo  the 
manner  proposed,  you  enter  into  a  new  contract^ 
not  immediately  with  those  claimants,  but  with 
other  persons.  The  moment  the  certificates  are 
handed  out,  even  suppose  they  fall  into  the  hands 
of  those  very  claimants,  Ihey  are  no  longer  known 
as  claimanu  under  the  Spanish  Treaty;  they  as- 
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some  another  character  of  creditors ;  they  have  a 
fair  claim  od  your  Government  for  five  millions 
of  dollars,  chargeable  with  six  per  cent,  interest 
thereon  an  Dually,  for  so  many  years  as  it  may  be 
aaredeemed.  And,  sir,  when  vou  have  done  so. 
what  have  you  done,  and  what  have  you  got? 
Why,  sir,  you  have  riveted  upon  the  necks  ol  the 
people  a  yoke  they  will  never  be  able  to  throw  off, 
until  they  have  performed  the  servitude,  until  they 
have  served  the  favored  few,  the  darling  objects 
of  this  bill,  to  the  amount  of  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars— no  small  sum  in  these  hard  times.  I  say,  sir, 
you  have  fixed,  irretrievably  fixed,  upon  the  com- 
munity the  yoke,  and  that  without  any  the  small- 
est shadow  of  right  to  do  so. 

And,  sir,  what  are  you  to  get  in  lieu  of  your 
Rfe  millions  of  dollars  ?  I  will  not  say  a  land 
of  mosquitoes,  frogs,  serpents,  and  alligators.  I 
will  suppose  the  best  that  can  be  said  of  it.  You 
know  not  inrhat  you  have  sot ;  you  have  got  some 
wild  lands  in  a  country  whose  geography  no  man 
in  this  House  can  know  with  any  certaiotv;  you 
have  relinquished  the  bird  in  the  hand  for  tue  bare 
possibility  of  obtaining  the  one  in  the  bush.  You 
have  indemnified  a  few  insurance  companies  and 
underwriters,  and  have  saddled  the  nation  with  a 
certain  debt  of  five  millions,  and  the  interest  until 
paid.  By  the  bargain  you  drive,  you  violate  on^ 
of  the  first  rules  of  private  economy,  that  is, 
"never  to  bi^y,  at  any  price,  aa  article  you  can 
neither  use  nor  sell."  Have  you  not  already  more 
public  lands  than  you  can  dispose  of  to  advantage  ? 
Are  they  not  the  greatest  drug  in  the  market  ? 
Have  you  not  lands  in  nine  different  Slates  and 
Territories  7  And,  sir,  will  the  Florida  lands  pay 
the  interest  on  the  capital  vested  ?  They  certainly 
will  not.  If,  indeed,  you  appropriate  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  all  the  public  lands  in  the  United 
States,  they  will  scarcely  pay  the  debt  and  interest 
in  ten  vears.  If  you  make  a  calculation  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  that 
State  where  the  population  is  increasing  more 
rapidly  than  in  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  and 
at  that  period,  too,  when  there  were  more  lands 
sold,  perhaps,  than  at  any  other — I  mean  the  years 
182d>l-2 ;  upon  such  calculation,  sir,  it  will  be 
found  that  this  debt  and  the  interest  can  scarcely 
be  paid  in  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  I  have 
allusion  to  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent.  The  sales  of  the  public  lands 
in  that  State,  if  I  mistake  not,  averaged  in  the 
years  1820^1-2,  three  hundred  and  thirty  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars. 
From  this  sum  deduct  the  interest  of  the  debt, 
which  is  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  we 
find  a  balance  of  $32,165  to  be  applied  annually 
to  the  extinguishment  of  the  original  debt.  And, 
sir,  can  you  hope  that  the  lands  in  Florida  will 
ever  be  as  productive  as  the  lands  in  Indiana  7  If 
so,  it  IS  a  vain  hope,  which  will  never  be  realized. 

One  further  view  of  this  subject,  and  I  have 
done.  Gentlemen  may  endeavor  to  make  tbem- 
seiveM  believe  those  calculations  are  fallacious, 
and  my  views  visionary.  I  presume  a  fair  method 
of  calculating,  and  one  that  no  honorable  gentle- 
man can  object  to,  will  be  to  compare  the  value  of 


the  two  kinds  of  stock.  What  would  be  the  differ- 
ence in  value  of  stock,  payable  from  the  proceeds 
of  these  lands,,  the  value  of  which  is  totally  un- 
known, and  the  value  of  that  kind  of  stock  pro- 
posed by  this  bill  ?  The  one  directs  you  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  annually,  for  the 
sura  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  the  other 
leads  you  through  this  land  of  reptiles  described 
by  my  friend  from  Virginia.  I  say,  what  is  the 
fair  value  of  each,  and  what  the  discrepance? 
This  tests  the  policy  of  the  bill.  I  put  it  to  every 
honorable  gentleman  in  this  House,  what  di£^r- 
ence  would  you  make  in  the  price  of  the  stock  7 
Would  you  make  20  per  cent.?  If  so,  yon  are 
throwing  away  a  million  of  dollars  on  the  claim- 
ants. Hot,  sir,  I  say  there  is  forty  per  cent,  differ- 
ence ;  and,  if  so,  you  are  throwing  away  two  mil- 
lions. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  intended  to  have  gone  more  into 
detail  upon  this  subject,  and  am  sorry  my  state  of 
health  will  not  admit  of  it.  However,  as  I  re- 
marked in  the  outset,  I  can  hardly  hope  to  have 
changed  the  opinion  of  one  honorable  gentleman 
in  this  House.  I  can  say  no  more:  nor  could  I 
have  rested  satisfied  to  have  said  less.  I  do  think 
this  bill  is,  in  its  operation,  calculated  to  de- 
fraud the  public.  And,  sir,  1  can  never  consent 
to  stand  and  look  on  in  silence,  and  see  the  honest 
community  defrauded  of  its  rights  in  any  form: 
and,  sir,  it  this  bill  passes,  I  say  it  robs  them  of 
two  millions  of  dollars. 

When  Mr.  Test  had  concluded— 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  its  recommitment  to  the 
•Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  supported 
the  motion  by  a  speech. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative— ajres  73,  noes  93. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill— 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  rose,  and  delivered, 
at  considerable  length,  his  views,  in  reply  to  the 
gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  Livingston  also  spoke  on  the  bill ;  and 
Mr.  WaioHT  renewed  the  motion  to  recommit 
the  bill. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Babtlbtt,  the 
question  was  a^ain  taken  on  recommitting  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  by  yeas  and  nays. — For  the  bill  117^  against 
it  66,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alezsnder  of  Virginia,  Alli- 
son, Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Bas- 
sett,  Blair,  Breck,  Buchanan,  Buck,  Burleigh,  Burton, 
Oady,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  8outh  Carolina,  Car- 
ter, Cary,  Cassedy,  Cobb,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Colpeper,  Cnshmao, 
Cuthbert,  Day,  Durfae,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Ed- 
dy, Bdwanis  of  Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Car- 
olina, Farreily,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  Naw 
York,  Forsyth,  Forward,  Frost,  Oarnett,  Oatlin,  Gist, 
Oovan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Uayward,  Henip- 
hill,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Houston,  Jenkins,  Kent,  Kid- 
der, Kremer,  Latbrop,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
field, Little,  Ltvermore,  Livingston*  Locke,  Longfel- 
low, McKee,  McKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mark- 
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ley,  Martindale,  Matoon,  Mitchell  of  Penniylvanie, 
HitchcH  of  Maryland,  Motg^n,  Neale,  NeUon,  New- 
ton, O'Biien,  Owen,Pattenonof  Pe&nsylTanta,  Plum- 
cor  of  New  Hamp^ire,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Reed,  Roee, 
Sanndere,  Sbarpe,  Sibley,  Alexander  Smyth,  William 
8nith»  Spaight,  Spenee,  A.  Stevenson,  J.Stepbettsen, 
Storri,  Strong,  S^an,  Tattnall,  Ten  Eyck,  Thomp- 
ion  of  Georgia,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of 
South  Carolina,  Vinton,  Webster,  Whipple,  Whit- 
tlesey, Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Wood. 

NATs-^Messrs.  Adama,  Alexander  of  Ten.,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Barber  of  Con- 
necticut, J.  8.  Barbour,  Beecher,  Brent,  Brown,  Buck- 
ner,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cocke,  Conner,  Ellis,  Gar- 
rison, Gazlay,  Harris,  Hayden,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Hooks,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T. 
Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Leflwich,  Letcher,  Long,  Mc- 
Aithur,  McCoy,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mangam, 
Marvin,  Matlack,  Metcalfe,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  rennsyl- 
Tania,  Prince,  Randolph,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Ross, 
Sandford,  Scott,  Sloane,  Sundefer,  Sterling,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  Test,  Thompson  of  Kontncky,  Tod, 
Tomlinson,  Trimble,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck, 
Whitman,  White,  WtckUffe,  WUson  of  Ohio,  Woods, 
and  Wright 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 


Satubdat,  May  8. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  establish  Bowdoinham,* 
in  the  State  of  Maine ;  Troy,  in  the  State  of  New 
York ;  and  Fairpost,  in  the  Stale  of  Ohio,  ports 
of  delivery ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  <<  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Duane,"  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  called  up  his  reso- 
lution for  adjournment ;  but  the  House  being  thin, 
and  Mr.  Cocke  having  moved  for  a  call  of  the 
House,  Mr.  A.  waived  his  call  for  the  present, 
giving  notice  that  he  should  move  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution  on  Monday  next. 

POLICE  OF  THE  CAPITOL. 

The  engfosfred  resolution  for  the  regulation  of 
the  police  of  the  Capitol,  (one  provision  of  which 
authorizes  the  extension  of  the  authority  of  the  cor- 
poration of  Washington  to  the  public  grounds 
about  the  Capitol,)  was  read  a  third  time.  Mr. 
Wood,  inquiring  the  particular  object  of  the  lat- 
ter provision,  Mr.  Lathrop,  in  the  absence  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported  it,  said, 
that,  as  he  understood  it,  the  object  was  to  give 
such  authority  to  the  corporation  of  Washington 
as  should  carry  into  effect  its  provisions  against 
the  establishment  of  grog-shops  or  stands,  on  the 
public  property,  dec.  A  motion  was  then  made  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  agreed  to. 

Subsequently,  the  resolution  was  again  taken 
up,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  its  passage^^ 


Mr.  Cocke  spoke  against  that  part  of  the  reso- 
lution  which  authorizes  the  appointment  of  a 
deputy,  by  the  Marshal  of  the  District,  duriog 
each  session  of  Congress,  to  attend  and  preserve 
order  in  the  precincts  of  the  Capitol,  coDsiderinj[ 
it  wholijr  unnecessary  to  appoint  an  additioDsl  oflf- 
cer,  while  the  House  had  so  many  officers  aod 
messengers,  dbc. 

Mr.  Mercer  expressed  his  re^t  that  this  reso- 
lution should  give  rise  to  any  discussion,  hot  went 
on  to  say,  that  someprovision  of  the  sort  was  tbo- 
lutely  necessary.  There  is  now  no  police  in  the 
central  part  of  the  Capitol  or  its  exterior,  die.  Tht 
exhibition  (of  the  Panorama  of  Paris)  now  goios 
on  in  the  centre  building,  was  by  permission  oi 
the  officers  of  the  two  Houses,  but  not  by  their  aa- 
tbority,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  they  have  do 
authority  there.  As  to  the  officers  of  this  House, 
they  cannot  attend  to  the  police  of  other  parts  and 
avenues  of  the  building,  because  their  presence  is 
neeessarv  here,  to  attend  to  their  duties  within  this 
Hall.  There  were  a  rariety  of  petty  offences  liable 
to  be  committed  on  the  premises,  which  it  was 
necessary  to  the  dignity  and  character  of  this 
House  to  provide  against. 

The  resolution  was  further  opposed  by  Mr. 
Rosa,  on  the  ground  of  the  sufficiency  of  this 
House,  by  its  officers,  to  protect  its  own  dig- 
nity, dtc. 

The  resolution  was  further  supported  by  Mr. 
Wooo,  who  said,  having;  examined  the  resoiutioD, 
he  was  decidedly  in  fiaror  of  it,  and  would  even  go 
further,  if  it  were  necessary.  It  was  obrioas  to 
every  sense,  that  there  were  nuisances  here  which 
required  removal,  some  of  them,  he  intimated,  of 
such  a  nature  that  there  was  no  man  of  honor 
whose  moral  sense  must  not  revolt  at  encoonter- 
ing  them,  dbc.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  re^ 
olution  would  pass. 

Mr.  LiTBRMORE,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  that 
the  gentlemen  who  supported  this  measure  seemed 
to  be  very  much  alarmed  by  something,  which  for 
his  part  he  did  not  understand.  We  have  sat  here, 
said  he,  for  many  years,  without  any  incooveni- 
ence  to  the  bodv  politic,  or,  as  far  as  I  know,  to 
the  body  natural.  I  should  be  as  willing  as  any 
one  to  expel  from  the  temple  those  who  sell  dores 
for  the  sacrifice;  but  the  doves  of  Venus  will  not, 
I  believe,  fly  in  the  face  of  any  one,  if  he  will  let 
them  alone.  We  do  not,  therefore,  want  a  police 
here  to  protect  ourselves  from  such  evils  as  these. 
We  have  a  doorkeeper,  with  his  deputies,  and  aa 
assistant  doorkeeper,  ailways  on  their  posts,  (ex- 
cept that  we  have  given  the  latter  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  a  while.)  1  thought,  too,  sir,  we  had  the 
power  of  exclusive  legislation  orer  this  Disu-ict; 
but  this  resolution  proposes  to  put  us  under  the 
protection  of  the  corporation  of  Washington.  Not 
believing  this  to  be  necessary,  I  move  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative,  by  a  small  majority. 

VIRGINIA  MILITARY  LANDa 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  the  Hottie 
took  up  the  bill  "autboriziog  the  President  of  the 
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Uoited  Suites  to  enter  into  certain  negotiations 
relttire  to  lands  located  under  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  lying  between  Ludlow's  and  Roth 
erts'  lines,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.'^ 

[This  bill  provides,  "  That  the  President  of  the 
'  United  States  shall  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  anthor- 

*  ized  to  ascertain  the  number  of  acres,  and,  by  ap* 

*  praisement  or  otherwise,  the  value  thereof,  ez- 
'  elusive  of  in»proyements,  of  all  such  lands  lying 
<  between  Ltidlow's  and  Roberts's  lines,  in  the 
'  State  of  Ohio,  as  may,  agreeable  to  the  princi- 
'  pies  of  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
'United  States,  in  the  case  oT  Doddridge,  lessee, 

*  against  Thompson  and  Wright,  be  held  by  per- 
'  ions  under  Viisinia  military  warrants,  and  on 

*  what  terms  thenolders  will  relinquish  the  same 
< to  the  United  States;  and  that  he  report  the 
^  facts  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session 


*  of  Congi«8is.''l 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barboitb,  of  Virginia,  presented  a 
memorial  on  the  subject,  which  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  him  by  an  individual  in  the  State  of 
Ohio ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  stated  the  grounds  of  the 
bill,  and  the  merits  of  the  titles  which  are  proposed 
to  be  quieted  by  it.  He  replied,  also,  to  certain 
statements  In  the  petition  just  read,  which  he  con- 
sidered not  entirely  accurate. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbpur,  with  a  view  to  cover  as 
well  the  claims  not  located,  as  those  which  are, 
and  which  it  appeared  to  him  equally  proper  to 
provide  for,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  to 
allow  him  time  to  prepare  an  amendment  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  Vakce  said,  that,  however  the  description 
of  claims  referred  to  by  Mr.  Barrour  might  re- 
quire future  legislation,  he  did  not  think  it  ought 
to  be  connected  with  this  bill,  which  embraced  a 
distinct  class  of  cases. 

Mr.  Barboitr  withdrew  his  motion,  with  a  view 
to  introdaee  his  proposition  separately  from  it. 

Mr.  WicKi^iFPB,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  bf  adding  to  it  a  provision  requiring  a 
statement  of  the  amount  paid  by  the  purchasers 
to  the  Gkneral  Gk)vernment  for  the  iand^  and 
when  paid,  to  be  included  in  thecommunicatton  to 
CoQCTess. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Rankin  and 
Mr.  Vancb,  this  motion  was  withdrawn  by  the 
mover,  noder  the  impression  that  the  information 
might  be  otherwise  obtained. 

Mr.  McCoT,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  doubts 
of  the  expediency  of  legislating  on  this  subject  at 
all.  When  Congress  did  legislate  on  the  subject, 
they  ought,  at  least,  to  ?ive  the  holders  of  military 
warrants  the  option  of  locating  the  warrants  on 
other  lands  than  those  now  open  to  them,  Sec, 

Mr.  McArtbur,  of  Ohio,  feeling  himself  in- 
terested id  this  bill,  said  he  should  incline  voting 
upon  it.  He  stated,  however,  some  of  his  views 
on  the  sobject,  one  of  which  was,  that  the  bill 
was  one-sided,  re^rding  the  United  States  only, 
and  coalti  not  prejudice  any  interest  of  the  United 
States.  He  had  hoped  the  claimants  under  Vir- 
ginia woald  have  been  allowed  a  participation  in 
the  investigation  proposed  by  this  bill,  but  the 


committee,  it  seemed,  had  determined  otherwise. 
Some  of  the  statements  in  the  petition  which  had 
been  read,  he  pronounced  to  be  false,  and  it  had 
apparently  been  drawn  up  with  out  any  knowledge 
of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  further  explained  and  de« 
fended  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  gave  a  history 
of  the  case  embraced  in  it ;  and,  on  his  motion, 
the  report  of  the  select  committee  in  the  case,  was 
read. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  without  opposition. 

NAVIGATION  OF  WESTERN   RIVERS. 

The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit* 
tee  of  the  VfThole,  made  yesterday,  upon  the  bill 
making  an  appropriation  towards  removing  the 
sand  bars  and  obstructions  to  the  bed  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, Ohio,  and  Missouri  rivers,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  upon  agreeinff  to  the  amendment,  which 
introduces  a  substitute  for  the  original  bill — 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  objected  to 
the  amendment,  as  too  far  enlarging  its  extent, 
and  leaving  it  without  a  sufficiently  definite  ob- 
ject If  a  system  of  internal  improvement  were 
to  be  adopted  by  the  General  Government,  he 
should  not  be  hostile  to  the  object  of  this  bill  as  a 
part  of  it.  Considering  this  amendment  as  not 
sufficiently  specific,  or  guarded,  he  should,  if  it 
succeeded,  be  obliged,  under  present  impressions, 
to  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sharps,  of  New  York,  vras  in  favor  of  the 
object  of  the  bill,  but  had  considerable  doubt  of 
the  practicability  of  the  means  pTO[)osed-  to  carry 
it  into  effect.  In  New  York,  he  said,  large  sums 
of  iponey  had  been  appropriated  for  dams  and 
sluicies,  dbc;,  in  its  ^reat  river ;  and,  after  the  ex- 
penditure of  all  this  money,  the  navigation  of  the 
river  was  worse  now  than  it  was  Mfore  ever  a 
dollar  was  laid  out  upon  it.  The  moment  a  bar 
was  removed  from  one  place  in  the  river,  a  sub- 
stitute for  it  was  created  in  another.  Those  ban 
had  increased  to  such  an  extent,  that  the  steam- 
boat oannot  now  find  her  way  to  Albany ;  and  he 
fciared  that  the  attempt  to  remove  the  sand  bars  in 
the  Ohio,  Missovtri,  and  Mississippi  rivers,  might 
place  those  rirers  in  the  same  situation.  We  may 
begin,  said  he,  with  ^5,000,  which  is  a  very  small 
beginning;  we  may  remove  the  bars  from  one 
place,  but  I  fear  it  will  only  be  to  create  them  in 
another,  Ac.  The  bill,  he  thought,  proposed  to 
begin  on  too  large  a  scale ;  and,  if  he  was  com- 
pelled to  vote  on  a  proposition  so  general  as  this 
amendment,  he  should  be  compelled  to  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  HBNRI^said,  the  bill  on  the  table  proposed 
to  test  the  grMit  system  of  internal  improvement, 
bv  its  application  to  a  precise  and  definite  object. 
The  advocates  of  that  system,  said  he,  have  taken 
high  ground.  They  contend  that  Congress  have 
power  to  establish  roads  and  canals,  and  to  im- 
prove existing  chanmels  of  iutercourse,  for  national 
purposes ;  and  that  it  is  expedient  to  exercise  it. 
Their  adversaries,  with  some  few  exceptions, 
waive  the  question  of  expediency,  and  stake  their 
whole  defence  upon  a  denial  of  the  power. 
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Before  I  proceed  to  notice  the  main  qaestioo,  I 
take  this  opportunity  to  declare,  that  I  am  a  friend 
of  State  sovereignty ;  that  I  regard  it,  in  its  ap- 
propriate sphere  of  action,  as  the  best  security  for 
the  success  of  our  great  Republican  experiment; 
and  that  I  would  li^  among  the  last  to  give  my 
assent  to  the  passage  of  any  law,  however  appar- 
ently expedient,  which  could  only  be  enacted  by 
encroaching  upon  those  powers,  which  have 
been  exclusively  retained  to  the  States  or  to  the 
people. 

After  the  elaborate  and  able  discussion  which 
has  already  taken  place,  during  the  present  session, 
upon  the  bill  **  to  procure  the  necessary  surveys 
for  roads  and  canals,''  it  would  be  almost  pre- 
sumptuous in  me  to  enter  at  larse  into  the  Con- 
stitutional question  of  power.  I  might,  indeed, 
assume  it  in  argument,  to  be  the  settled  rule  of 
the  Government  that  Congress  have  the  power  to 
do  what  is  proposed  to  be  done  by  the  bill  under 
consideration.  I  might,  also,  fairly  contend,  that 
the  Constitutional  difficulty  is  not  at  all  involved 
in  the  present  investigation.  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered, tnat  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  are  the 
boundaries  of  neighboring  States;  and,  with  the 
exception  of  Louisiana,  that  they  do  not  pass 
through  the  territorial  limits  of  either  of  the 
Slates;  that  they  are  the  common  commercial 
highways  of  all  who  inhabit  the  vast  regions 
through  which  they  flow ;  and  are  justly  regard- 
ed, not  as  the  property  of  particular  States,  but  as 
common  stock — as  national  property.  The  in- 
quiry, therefore,  shall  be  directed,  throughout,  to 
the  naked  questions  of  expediency,  necessity,  prac- 
ticability, and  propriety. 

In  the  particular  case  before  us,  it  could  not  be 
expected,  that  a  single  State  would  take  upon 
herself  the  burden  of  accomplishing  an  object,  in 
which  so  many  other  States  were  equally  con- 
cerned. And,  if  she  were  willing  to  do  so,  it  is 
certain  that  the  plans  adopted  lor  the  put  pose, 
would  be  satisfactory  to  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  result  ?  Might  not  jealousies,  feuds,  and  bor- 
der animosities  ensue,  gradually  engendering  those 
hereditary  hatreds,  which  would,  by  and  by,  break 
out  in  open  hostility  ?  But,  suppose  an  associa- 
tion of  several  States  is  formed,  for  the  effectua- 
tion of  this  desirable  object ;  would  the  mischief 
be  diminished  ?  The  patriots  who  framed  the 
Constitution,  were  not  indifferent  to  the  dangers 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  supposed  or  actual 
existence  of  separate  interests^  which  might,  even- 
tually, give  birth  to  several  distinct  coniederacies, 
each  pursuing  its  own  objects  in  its  own  way. 

Among  the  leading  motives,  which  led  to  the 
adoption  of  that  instrument,  the  necessity  of  guard- 
ing against  such  sectional  and  selfish  alliances, 
was  not  the  least  influential.  And  who  would 
not  shudder,  to  see  a  combination  aroone  the 
States  and  Territories  composing  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi,  for  the  protection  of  a  class otin- 
terests  which  were  avowed  and  admitted  to  be 
peculiar  to  themselves?  it  we  regard  the  Union 
as  worth  preserving,  we  must  sedulously  avoid 
every  tendency,  in  principle  or  in  practice,  which 
might,  by  possibility,  endanger  its  security.    Let 


the  people  look  to  the  national  Govemmenty  as 

the  fountain  of  all  benefits,  which  are  to  be  felt 
by  the  whole  nation,  or  by  more  than  one  of  iu 
members.  We  shall  thus  avoid,  not  only  those 
petty  contentions^  which  merely  disturb  the  pub- 
lic tranquillity  ;  but  also  those  dreadful  disorders, 
which  might,  at  some  distant  period,  rend  in  twain 
our  glorious  and  happy  Union. 

Let  us  next  inquire,  whether  it  is  necessary  to 
exert  that  power  "  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers?"  The  report 
upon  your  table  exhibits  a  brief  narrative  of  facts, 
making  out  the  strongest  possible  case  for  the  in- 
terposition of  Congress.  The  bars  which  cross 
the  channel  of  the  Ohio,  render  it  impassable,  ex- 
cept by  vessels  of  the  smallest  size,  daring  six 
months  of  every  year.  The  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  tne  Mississippi  are  not  peculiar  to 
any  season.  They  proceea  from  the  impetuosity 
of  itscurrent,and  the  nature  of  the  country  through 
which  it  rolls  on  its  resistless  mass  of  waters  to  the 
ocean.  Its  navigation  is  always  dangerous  ;  and 
the  surprise,  which  a  passenger  could  not  but  fee^, 
after  a  survey  of  its  numerous  impedimenta,  would 
be,  not  that  so  many  boats  were  wrecked,  but  that 
so  many  should  escape.  It  may  be  safely  affirmed, 
that  a  stronger  case  for  the  interference  of  Con- 
gress can  never  occur. 

In  relation  to  the  plan  recommended  in  the  re- 
port, and  provided  in  the  bill,  for  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  I  am  happy  to  find 
that  there  is  no  division  of  opinion.  As  regards 
the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  I  am  sorry  to  perceire 
that  we  are  likely  to  encounter  more  diffieoity 
from  collision  among  ourselves,  than  from  all 
other  sources  of  danger  put  together.  -In  order  to 
meet  the  views  of  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (hit.  Stewart,)  and,  also,  to  grat- 
ify several  gentlemen  from  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  I 
consented  to  such  a  modification  of  the  original 
bill,  as  would  extend  the  contemplated  improve* 
meats  to  Brownsville,  where  the  natioaaLl  road 
crosses  the  Monongahela.  This,  howerer,  was 
not  acceptable  to  another  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  BocBANAN,)  who  has  submitted  aa 
amendment,  substantially  restoring  the  provision 
of  the  original  bill,  with  the  exception  that  the 
mode  of  operation  is  left,  in  each  particular  case 
of  obstruction,  to  the  discretion  of  the  engineer. 
It  is  impossible  that  gentlemen  should  think  pre- 
cisely ahk^.  In  such  cases,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  legis- 
lator to  concede  somethinff,  in  deference  to  those 
whose  judgments  he  is  obliged  to  consult,  and 
whose  good  will  he  must  conciliate.  I  exhort  my 
worthy  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  StewabtJ 
the  firm  and  vigilant  sentmel  of  the  interests  of  bis 
constituents,  with  whom  1  have  acted  with  so 
much  pleasure  on  former  occasions,  not  to  with- 
draw his  countenance  and  his  aid  from  this  meas- 
ure,  because  he  cannot  get  it  fashioned,  in  aU  re- 
spects, according  to  his  wishes.  It  is  of  para- 
mount importance  to  obtain  a  recognition  of  the 
principle  embraced  in  the  bill,  and  the  particular 
modification  of  it  is  comparatively  immaterial. 
For  the  sake  of  conciliating[  the  opinions  of  all 
who  are  friendly  to  the  principle,  I  am  willing  to 
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field  nifowD  opinioDs  as  to  ito  detail;  and,  with 
bis  vieWy  I  do  not  hesitate  to  accept  the  amend- 
neot.  In  the  mean  time,  the  honorable  gentle- 
nan  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Stewart,)  and  all 
)thers  who  think  and  feel  with  him,  may  assure 
hemselves  that  when  the  great  scheme  of  inter- 
m1  improvement  comes  to  be  matured*,  the  re- 
DOTsi  of  every  obstaeie  to  the  free  and  safe  navi- 
ratioQ  of  this  noble  river,  will  claim  and  receive 
be  early  and  special  attention  of  Congress. 

But  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Stewabt)  objects  to 
he  amendment  because  it  requires  an  experiment 
0  be  made  upon  one  of  the  six  bars,  indicated  be- 
ow  the  falls  of  Ohio,  and  makes  the  improve- 
oeot  of  the  remainder  of  said  bars  dependent  upon 
he  success  of  that  experiment  Now,  to  me, 
here  seems  to  be  no  just  grounds  of  objection 
ipoD  this  scores  A  similar  provision  is  to  be 
bund  in  the  original  bill.  Upon  much  reflection, 
then  thought  such  a  provision  necessary,  and  I 
hiok  80  still.  Anxious  as  I  am,  sir,  for  the  im- 
»roTemeotof  Western  navigation;  sensible,  as  I 
lare  long  been,  that  we  have  a  just  claim  to  an 
qua!  share  of  the  benefiu  resulting  from  the  ex* 
tfodilare  of  money ;  and  happy  as  I  should  be  to 
laxten  and  to  hail  the  day  when  the  great  system 
fhich  will  contribute  so  much  to  equalize  that 
!zpeoditure,  is  put  fully  into  operation,  I  am  still 
Bore  anxious  that  the  Government  should  gee  a 
;ood  bargain  for  eveiy  dollar  that  is  expended  in 
he  West.  I  wish  for  no  lavish  or  unjusti6able 
ippropriation  of  the  public  money.  My  sole  ob- 
ect  ui)  to  promote  such  lasting  and  valuable  im- 
)rovemeats  as  will  benefit  the  whole  community  ; 
tod,  when  we  draw  money  from  the  public  Treas- 
iiyy  to  be  sore  of  setting  a  fair  equivalent,  to  the 
meets  upon  whien  it  is  expended. 

Having  thus  endeavored,  I  trust  not  in  vain,  to 
iriDg  the  friends  of  the  principle  together,  upon 
he  ground  of  mutual  concession,  I  will  direct 
'onr  attention,  for  a  moment,  to  the  vast  import- 
ance of  the  interior  ciotaamuoication  which  the 
nH  proposes  to  facilitate,  and  the  value  of  the 
»mmerce  of  which  it  is  the  channel.  Upon  this 
lead,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  eight  of  the 
States,  together  with  all  western  Pennsylvania 
ind  Virginia,  and  two  Territories,  have  scarcely 
mother  vent  by  which  the  surplus  productions  of, 
heir  industry  can  be  conveyed  to  market. 

The  (xovernment  has  done  much  for  the  pro- 
.ectioo,  I  might  almost  say,  for  the  creation,  of 
breign  commerce.  What  are  the  principal  stipu- 
atiofis  in  all  our  treaties  with  foreign  Powers  ? 
The  regulation  of  commerce.  Why  do  we  main- 
ain  diplomatic  relations  with  the  nations  of  Eu- 
ope  and  America,  at  an  annual  expense  exceed- 
og  (100,000?  For  the  protection  of  foreign 
ommerce.  Why  do  we  submit  to  pay  tribute  to 
he  piratical  States  of  BaOrbary  ?  For  the  protec- 
ion  of  foreien  commerce.  For  the  same  purpose 
ve  establish  lighthouses,  seawalls,  buoys,  and 
eroove  all  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Mys,  harbors,  and  inlets,  which  communicate 
riih  the  ocean.  To  say  nothing  of  the  late  war, 
vhich  was  commenced  for  commercial  aj^gres- 
(ions,  during  the  last  year  we  fitted  out  a  lormi- 


dable  and  expensive  naval  armament  for  the  ex- 
tirpation of  the  pirates,  whose  wanton  depredations 
bad  become  the  terror  and  the  scourge  of  our  com- 
mercial adventurers  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  We 
complain  not  of  this.  It  was  all  right.  It  is  the 
doty  of  the  nation  to  cherish,  by  every  means  in 
its  power,  the  prosperity  of  this  great  interest. 
We  have  borne  our  share  of  the  burden ;  we  have 
borne  it  cheerfully.  But,  whilst  so  much  has  been 
done,  and  is  still  doing,  for  the  benefit  of  the  sea- 
board, may  we  not  insist  that  it  is  high  time  to  do 
something  for  us?  Whilst  the  care  of  the  na- 
tion is  liberally  extended  to  every  other  interest, 
shall  the  farmer,  the  stafi*  of  the  Government,  be 
comparatively  neglected  ?  We  now  pot  it  to  the 
magnanimity  and  justice  of  our  Atlantic  brethren 
to  say  whether  they  will  not  protect  our  agricul- 
ture and  our  internal  commerce,  against  the  bars, 
the  sawyers,  the  planters,  the  snags,  those  station-* 
ary  pirates  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi? 

In  point  of  expense,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
heavy  losses  sustained  upon  those  rivers,  in  a  single 
year,  would  be  more  than  sufficient  to  defray  the 
whole  charges  of  the  proposed  improvements.  In 
the  report  upon  your  table,  the  average  estimate  of 
loss,  by  accidents,  in  each  year,  is  stated  to  be  from 
five  to  ten  per  cent.  From  five  to  twenty  per 
cent,  would  have  been  nearer  the  truth.  In  that 
report,  there  is  alsor  a  passing  allusion  to  a  most 
shocking  calamity — the  loss  of  the  steamboat  Ten- 
nessee; a  disaster  which  is  hardly  surpassed  in 
the  annals  of  shipwreck  !  I  do  not  mean  to  har- 
row up  your  feelings,  by  dwelling  upon  the  sad 
particulars  of  that  dreadful  scene  1  I  hope,  how- 
ever, that  the  recollection  of  the  ills  we  have  suf- 
fered will  beget  a  lively  attention  to  this  great 
concern ;  and  that  we  shall  deserve  that  high  re- 
commendation— 

'*  The  Congress  let  no  partial  favors  fall ; 
The  people's  servsnts*  they  jproteeted  all." 

Mr.  BA88BTT,of  Virginia,  denied  that  the  people 
of  the  Atlantic  States  derive  any  other  benefit 
from  foreign  commerce  than  such  as  the  people  of 
the  West  equally  participate  in.  To  both  of  them, 
commerce  furnished,  at  diminished  cost,  and  with 
increased  facility,  articles  of  necessity  or  conveni- 
ence, dbc.  The  lighthouses,  and  other  expendi- 
tures of  that  sort,  he  said,  were  not  for  the  benefit 
of  the  persons  living  near  them,  but  of  (he  whole 
country,  and,  properly  considered,  the  people  of 
the  West  were  as  much  interested  in  them  as  the 
people  of  the  Elast.  Mr.  B.  decidedly  objected  to 
the  principles  of  this  bill,  which  he  considered  to 
be  as  unconstitutional  as  if  the  Constitution  itself 
rose  up  against  it.  He  considered  it  directly  in 
the  teeth  of  the  Constitution,  and  was  therefore 
opposed  to  it  in  any  shape. 

Mr.  WicKLipFE,  of  Kentucky,  replied  at  large 
to  Mr.  Bassett.  He  explained  the  nature  of  the 
obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Western  riv- 
ers, and  the  importance  of  removing  them,  if  prac- 
ticable. The  Mississippi  and  the  Ohio,  he  said, 
were  not  interior  but  boundary  rivers.  They 
washed  twelve  States  and  Territories,  and  formed* 
the  only  channel  of  communication  with  the  ocean. 
1  His  plan  Ibr  executing  this  improvement,  he  said, 
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would  be,  first,  to  remore  tde  soagv  in  ike  Miatti- 
•ippi,  because  the  improTement  ia  the  nevigatioa 
or  rirers  must  begin  at  the  mouth  of  Uiem,  Ac., 
and  thence  to  proceed  up  the  riTer. 

Mr.  BucBANAif ,  that  he  might  be  distinctly  un- 
derstood as  to  how  far  he  was  willing  to  go  on 
the  subject,  stated  the  comparative  merits  of  the 
bUl,and  the  amendment  now  under  consideration. 
By  the  bill,  an  experiment  was  to  be  made  in  we^ 
moving  a  sand  bar ;  if  successful,  it  was  to  be  fol- 
lowed up  by  other  similar  operations ;  if  not,  the 
attempt  was  to  be  abandoned.  The  amendment, 
howcTer,  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
was  as  indefinite  in  its  tc^s  as  language  could 
BMke  it ;  it  pledged  the  GroTernment  to  proceed  to 
remore  every  owtruetion  to  navigation  from  the 
town  of  Brownsville  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  down  the  Mississippi,  and  this  Hereu- 
lean  work  was  proposed  by  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  which  could  scarcely  be  understood,  as  rend 
firom  the  Clerk's  table.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  friendly 
to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  West- 
ern waters,  and  also  to  the  improvement  of  that 
of  the  Susquehannah,  the  Hudson,  and  the  Con- 
necticut, and  he  was  willing  that  the  experiment 
should  be  made  in  the  Western  waters,  before  it 
is  made  in  the  Susquehannah,  though  he  by  no 
means  admitted  that  they  possessed  superior  claims. 
His  objection  was,  not  to  the  object  of  the  bill, 
but  to  the  indefinite  terms  of  the  amendment 

Mr.  Stswart.  of  Pennsylvania,  having  been 
one  of  the  members  of  the  committee  which  re- 
ported^ this  bill,  and  assisted  in  preparing  the 
amendment,  rose  to  explain  the  grounds  on  which 
it  was  presented  to  the  House.  He  adverted  to  the 
surveys  and  reports  which  had  been  made  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose,  furnish- 
ing ail  the  facu  of  the  actual  condition  of  the 
river,  and  recommending  the  very  measure  now 
proposed  for  improving  the  navigation.  The  losses 
susuined  at  present  by  those  who  navigate  the 
rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  were  estimated  as  high 
as  from  five  to  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount ;  and, 
when  it  was  recollected  that  the  commerce  with 
Pituburg  alone  amounted  to  a  million  and  a  half 
of  dollars,  the  amount  of  the  annual  loss  would 
be  enormous,  and  to  justify  a  much  larger  expen- 
diture than  is  now  proposed.  He  compared  this 
expenditure  with  those  for  improving  and  protect- 
ing other  bays  and  rivers,  affecting  but  one  or  two 
Stales,  whereas  eleven  States  bounded  on  this 
river;  and  asked  with  what  conscience  g^itle- 
men  on  the  Atlantic  could  ask  this  House  for  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  its  lighthouse 
establishment,  and  refuse  the  people  of  the  West, 
for  their  navigation,  this  pittanoe  of  $75,000. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Louisiana,  had  no  objection  to 
ihe  object  of  this  bill,  but  considered  the  amend- 
ment, as  it  now  stanos,  embracing  as  well  all  the 
tributary  streams  as  the  main  streams  of  the  Ohio 
nnd  Mis:tissippi,  as  too  comprehensive;  and  moved 
an  amendment,  the  object  of  which  was  to  con- 
fine it  to  the  latter. 

»  Mr.  Shabpe  made  some  additional  remarks  on 
the  subject,  the  general  import  of  which  was,  that 
he  thought  the  appropriation  now  to  be  nuuie 


ought  to  be  confined  to  the  pnrpoawi  of  aa  experi- 
ment. 

Mr.  MnnciR,  of  Vicginin,  delivered  thoie  jwm 
of  this  subject  which  his  pmonal  knowledge  tod 
investigations  suggested.  Any  attempt  to  extend 
the  improvements  of  navisation  to  the  tuum 
tributary  to  the  Ohio^  woiud,  he  believed,  be  es- 
tireiy  inconsibteot  with  any  reasonable  limit  lo 
the  expenditure  nn  this  object ;  for,  he  beliered, 
nothing  short  of  a  canal  the  wh<4e  way  from 
Brownsville  to  Pittsbung  could  effect  a  narigaiin 
of  that  distance.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  amcid- 
meot  of  Mr.  BttBHT,  with  a  farther  ameodoicDi, 
that  the  expendituie  should  commence  from  ik 
mouth  of  the  Minissippi.  At  some  future  dif, 
he  hoped  to  see  a  ffenml  system  adopted  ibr  tlie 
purposes  of  internu  improvement,  fotuded  ontk 
very  local  feelings  which  opposed  any  improre 
ment  of  a  particular  point,  by  embracing  sll  ob- 
jects of  this  description  calling  for  the  naiioDil 
interposition.  Mr.  M.,  in  conclusion,  exposed  the 
error  of  those  who  attribute  to  the  seainru  ik 
payment  of  the  imposts,  which  are  not  paid  bf 
them,  but  by  the  consumer,  in  the  West  as  well 
as  the  Bast— and  the  error,  on  the  other  haodjof 
supposing  that  expenditnies  for  improviag  aari* 
gauon  profited  only  those  who  lived  near  tJieitt) 
of  it.  duc« 

Mr.  Livanif  onn  enid,  he  verilv  bdieved,  if  fks 
simple  question  were  presented  to  aporopriaa 
money  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Wetten 
rivers,  nine  tenths  of  the  House  would  be  in  fara 
of  it.  The  bill  wae  embarrassed  by  iu  deuib, 
and,  if  it  was  lost,  would  fall  by  them.  Tkew  de- 
tails were  unneceesary,  and  he  wished  they  might 
be  excluded  by  some  amendmenL 

Mr.  Con  WAT,  Delegate  from  Arknnms,  pcepond 
an  amendoaent  to  the  bill,  the  objeet  m  which 
was  to  give  the  President  a  general  power  to  apph 
$75,000  10  the  improvement  of  the  navigatioo  of 
the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  and  the  Missouri,  as  high 
up  aa  Franklin. 

Mr.  BocHANAB  aaid,  that  every  amendncst  of- 
fered to  the  bill,  proved  that  a  general  aoiendffleDt 
was  necessary,  embraning  the  object  of  makiog 
an  experiment  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  whioh  a  decided  mi- 
jority  of  the  House  would  be  in  favor  of.  To 
allow  of  its  beiBg  properly  prepared,  he  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  wv 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  laMe  accordingly. 

After  refusing  two  successive  motions  to  ialtf* 
mpt  the  regular  progress  of  the  assigned  orders  a 
the  day — 

The  bill  to  confer  certain  powers  on  the  Lerr 
Court  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  passed  ibro^gh 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.LATHRor  ioihe 
Chair,)  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thud 
reading. 

WAB.\SH  AND  MIAMI  CANAL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Ross  in  the  Chair,)  on 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  opeo 
a  canal  through  the  public  lands,  to  connect  the 
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Dsvigation  of  Mw  riTen  Wabash  and  the  Miami 
of  the  Lake. 

Mr.  Call,  Delegate  tram  Florida,  moved  to 
amead  the  bill  bf  strikine  out  the  words  "  niaety 
feet,"  propoeed  by  the  bill  to  be  ffiven  for  the  loca* 
tioD  of  the  canal,  and  tnser t  in  Ben  thereof  a  pro- 
vision for  giving  the  nqoare  of  a  mile  on  each  side 
for  the  whole  length  of  the  canal. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  Call  delivered 
a  speech  of  tiome  lengthy  which  he  commenced 
by  repWing  to  an  anticipated  objection  on  the 
score  of  precedent,  by  saving  that  a  grant  of  land 
for  a  road  was  in  principle  the  same  as  a  grant  for 
a  canal,  and  a  rant  similar  to  this,  for  a  road 
throogh  a  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio  towards  De* 
troit,  had  boea  lately  made.    He  then  turoed  his 
attentioa  to  the  importance^f  the  canal  proposed 
to  be  made,  which,  he  said,  would  open  a  com- 
munication which  would  connect  New  Orleans 
with  the  Western  Lakes,  to  the  great  faciltlation 
of  military  operations  for  the  purposes  of  defence, 
&c.,  not  to  speak  of  the  facilitation  of  comtnerce. 
Bat  this  channel,  however  important,  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  open,  for  a  long  time  at  least, 
without  the  aid  of  a  grant  of  the  public  lands,  dx. 
Mr.  RAKflnN,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands,  stated  the  views  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  subject.    They  dul^  appreciated  the 
importance  of  such  a  canal,  believing  it  to  be  the 
best  point  for  the  connexion  of  these  waters,  but 
were  restrained,  by  principles  on  which  they  had 
always  acted,  from  going  beyond  the  space  neces- 
sary for  a  canal,  and  for  assisting  the  collection 
of  tolls  thereon.    If  Congress  intended  to  give  a 
grant  to  this  canal,  or  any  other  road  or  canal,  it 
was  much  preferable  that  the  ffrant  should  he  in 
money,  ratner  than  In  land.    The  road  which  has 
been  spoken  of,  was  claimed  as  a  right,  accruing 
uader  the  treaty  of  BrownstowiK  and  could  not 
be  considerered  as  a  precedeat  for  this  measure. 
With  regard  to  the  expediency  of  graating  aid  to 
this  measure,  Mr.  R.  said,  if  it  should  be  inciuded 
io  a  eeneral  system  of  internal  improvement,  he 
shoofil  be  in  favor  of  it,  but  was  opposed  to  acting 
upon  it  in  the  manner  now  proposed. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  made  a  few  remarks, 
expressive  of  the  deep  interest  he  felt  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  of  his  conviction  that  the  benefit  to  ac- 
croe  from  it  to  the  United  States,  would  doubly 
repay  the  whole  expense  of  making  the  eanal. 

Mr.  Tbst,  of  Indiana,  explained  the  geo^ph- 
ieal  character  of  the  country  through  which  the 
canal  is  to  run.  It  was  a  -measure  so  perfectly 
practicable^  that  he  believed  the  deepest  part  of 
the  eanal  from  the  surface,  supposing  the  canal  to 
be  a  dead  level,  would  not  be  more  than  twenty- 
five  feeL  Its  length  would  be  only  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  miles.  The  country  on  both  sides  of 
the  route  was  extremely  rich,  as  rich,  indeed,  as 
it  possibly  could  be,  and  capable  of  producing  a 
vast  amooDt  of  agricultural  products.  On  the 
importance  of  this  work  to  that  country,  and  to 
the  United  States  generally,  he  dwelt  at  some 
lengthy  and  then  replied  to  the  objections  made 
bjT  Mr.  Ramkin,  on  the  ground  of  the  pbligations 
of  the  compact  with,  Yirginia,  and  showed  by 


computation  that  the  proposed  appropriation  of 
land  would  advance  the  value  of  the  public  lands 
to  a  much  greater  amount  than  that  of  the  pro- 
posed appropriation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tract,  of  New  York,  the 
Oommittee  then  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again. 


Monday,  May  10. 

Mr.  Call  presented  sundry  documents  in  rela- 
tion to  a  claim  of  Moses  Elias  Levy,  to  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  Territorv  of  Florida. — ^Keferred. 

Mr.  Pldmbr,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  Judf^es  of  the  Fourth  Circuit  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  district  of  Maryland, 
and  of  the  members  of  the  bar  of  the  said  court ; 
praying  for  an  alteration  of  the  times  fixed  for 
holding  court ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  an  exten- 
sion of  the  system  of  granting  pensions  for  Revo- 
lutionary services ;  which  memorial  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  WsseTER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  acts 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment ;  and  it  was  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Wbittlbset,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Stephen 
Jenks  ^  Sons,  accompanied  oy  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Johnson  moved  to  consider  the  reso- 
lution of  the  joint  committee,  fixing  a  dajr  for  the 
adjournment  of  this  House.  The  motion  was 
negatived — ayes  80.  noes  85. 

The  bill  from  tne  Senate  ''to  confer  certain 
powers  on  the  Levy  Court  of  the  county  of  Alex- 
andriaj  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  ''to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  enter  into  certain  negotiations 
relative  to  lands  located  under  Virginia  military 
hind  warrants  lying  between  Ludlow's  and 
Roberts's  lines,  in  tbe  State  of  Ohio,-'  was  read 
a  third  Ume,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate." 

Mr.  Bbbchbr,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  on  the  petition  of  Moses 
Shepherd.  After  some  objections  and  inquiries 
from  Mr.  Cocke,  the  report  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

NAVIGATION  OF  WESTERN  RIVERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  House  took  up  the  bill  "  for  the  imprpvement 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers." 

Mr.  Buchanan  ofiered,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  the  following: 

"That  the  Piendent  of  the  United  SUtes  be,  and 
he  is  heMby,  sathorised  io  oanse  the  asvigstion  of  the 
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Ohio  river  to  be  inproTed  over  the  foUowing  etnd  here, 
or  either  of  them,  et  hie  diecretion,  to  wit :  the  eend 
bar  which  croseee  eaid  ri?er  one  mile  and  a  qaartcr 
below  Flint  island;  the  aand  bar  two  milea  above 
French  island ;  the  bar  jnat  below  Henderson ;  the 
bar  below  Straight  island ;  the  bar  below  Willow  is- 
land, in  the  Mississippi  bend ;  and  the  bar  opposite 
to  Lower  Southerland,  below  Cumberland  island ;  and, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  directing  the  best 
method  of  carrying  the  provisions  of  this  act  into  ef- 
fect, he  may  employ  any  of  the  engineers  in  the  public 
service  which  he  may  deem  proper :  Provided,  never- 
theless, That  an  experiment  shall  first  be  made  up- 
on one  of  the  sand  bars,  and  if,  in  his  judgment,  it 
•hall  be  successful,  then,  and  not  otherwise,  he  is 
hereby  authorised  to  cause  eiperiments  to  be  made 
upon  the  remaining  bars." 

Mr.  Stbwart,  of  Pennsylraoia,  was  opposed 
to  this  amendment  of  the  bill,  as  being  calculated 
to  embarrass  it,  and,  in  effect,  to  defeat  it.  He 
objected  especially  to  the  proviso,  which  requires 
a  previous  experiment  before  the  appropriation  is 
to  be  applied.  The  obstacles  in  the  Western 
rivers  are,  he  said,  so  various  in  their  kind,  that 
an  experiment  on  one  could  not  apply  to  the  rest  of 
them — and  the  President  must  depend  on  the 
opinions  of  others  as  to  the  success  of  the  experi- 
ment when  made,  dbc.  He  preferred  direct  legis- 
lation on  the,subject  to  any  contingent  provision. 
Mr.  S.  went  on  at  considerable  length  to  show  the 
propriety  of  the  amendment  adopted  in  Commit- 
tee, making  Brownsville  the  point  of  commence- 
ment where  the  proposed  improvement  met  the 
national  road,  and  rendered  complete  and  entire 
the  chain  of  communication  between  the  East 
and  West,  dbc,  stating  a  variety  of  facts  to  show 
the  great  advantages  to  the  West  which  would 
result  from  this  measure. 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  replied,  and  advo- 
cated the  amendment,  on  the  ground 'that  it  was 
of  paramount  importance  to  obtain  a  recognition 
of  the  principle  embraced  in  the  bill,  and  that 
the  particular  modification  of  it  was  not  of  so 
great  importance.  For  the  sake  of  conciliating 
the  opinions  of  all  who  were  friendly  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  he  was  willing  to  yield  his  own 
opinion  as  to  the  details  of  it;  and,  with  that 
view,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Mallabt,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  amend 
the  propoaed  amendment  so  as  to  cause  tw9  ex- 
periments to  be  made  instead  of  om,  &c. 

Mr.  BucHAiCAN  reioined — expressed  bis  regret 
that  the  debate  should  be  renewed^-the  commit- 
tee's  report  was  confined  to  certain  bars  in  the 
river  which  were  not  of  different  kinds,  bat  of 
one  kind;  and  all  he  wished  was,  that  a  tria( 
should  be  made  on  one  of  these  before  money 
should  be  expended  on  the  rest. 

Mr.  Trimble  advocated  the  amendment.  He 
was  in  favor  of  an  experiment,  and  thought  it 
ought  first  to  be  attempted  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  river. 

Mr.  McArthcr  was  indifferent  whether  one 
or  two  experiments  were  made  in  the  Mississippi, 
but  advocated  the  propriety  of  extending  the  ex- 
periment to  the  Ohio  rirer  alio,  the  obstruetiont 


in  which  were  qnite  as  dangerous  to  propertf  is 
those  in  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Stewart  suggested  to  Mr.  Mallabt  to 
modify  his  motion  so  as  to  require  two  '^ormore'' 
experiments. 

Mr.  MAU.ART  did  not  accept  of  the  so|^estioB. 

Mr.  Krbmbr  advocated  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Buchanan.  He  had  had  some  experimeoti  is 
attempts  to  remove  sand  bars  in  the  Susqaeban- 
nab,  the  result  of  which  had  been  very  unfaTon^ 
hie.  He  therefore  wished  an  experimeat  miik 
on  one  of  those  ia  the  Ohio. 

Mr.  HooEBOOM,  of  New  York  took  similar 
ground,  and  stated  the  difficulties  which  had  beet 
experienced  in  the  Hudson,  where  vast  sums  bal 
been  thrown  away  in  aittempts  to  remove  saod 
bars,  without  any  permanent  benefit  from  the 
expenditure. 

Mr.  PotNSCTT,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  suggested 
that  there  was  a  great  difference  between  renor- 
ing  obstructions  from  sand  in  tide  rivers  and 
those  where  the  stream  always  ran  one  way.  h 
the  former  class  of  streams,  the  removal  of  one 
sand  bar  was  succeeded  by  the  formation  of 
others ;  but,  in  streams  like  the  Mississippi  tod 
the  upper  part  of  the  Ohio,  where  the  water  al- 
wajs  ran  in  one  direction,  the  case  wis  rerj 
different. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Malljlrt,  proposis; 
two  experiments,  was  agreed  to — ayes  77,  noes  71. 

Mr.  Buobanan's  amendment,  as  thos  amended, 
was  then  put,  and  carried. 

The  several  other  amendments,  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  were  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Mo ARTHtTR  then  offered  an  amendmeot  in 
the  fourth  section,  to  make  its  eommeDcemeDt 
read  as  follows;  "And  for  the  purpose  of  iffl- 
'  proving  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  rirer, 
'  from  the  mouth  of  the  Miasonri  to  New  Orieus, 
<  and  of  the  Ohio  river^  from  Pittsburg  toils  joiic- 
*  tion  with  the  Mississippi,"  so  as  to  ioctade  the 
Ohio  river  in  the  experiment 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill,  ■> 
amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrosKd  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUlf  ARCHAIS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tuokbr,  of  Virffioia,  the 
House  agreed  to  take  op  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  claim  of  BeanmarehaisL  The  mo- 
tion was  carried — ayes  81,  noes  54. 

The  Honse  went  into  Committee  of  the  Wkoli, 
Mr.  Camprvll  of  Ohio  in  tiie  Chair,  oa  thst 

"^  Mr.  TncuR,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Cbiir 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  It  is  well  known  to  mo^^ 
the  Committee  that  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  in  theBrsj 
years  of  the  Revolution,  furnished  clothing  to» 
military  supplies  to  the  United  Slates  to  ne 
amount  of  several  millions  of  livres ;  that  bis  bc- 
count  has  been  finally  settled  at  the  Treasarf,aBd 
the  whole  amount  paid,  except  one  tniliiosjot 
livres,  which  the  accounting  officers  of  that  D^ 
partment  contend  he  received  from  i'<'°^^9!jf 
ernment,  and  was  one  of  the  nine  millioos  whicii 
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Louis  XVI.  gratuitously  ff^ve  to  tbe  United  States. 
]t  is  admitted  hj  the  daimants  that  be  did  re- 
ceive a  intiHon  in  behalf  of  tbe  United  States, 
bot  they  say,  and  tbe  agent*  of  the  Frencb  Qor- 
eroment  say,  that  it  was  gi^en  bim  to  be  expended 
io  secret  serf  ice  money,  and  that  he  has  satisfac- 
torily accounted  for  the  disbursement  of  it  to  bis 
GoTernment,  to  whom  alone  be  was  accountable. 
From  this  decision  of  tbe  Treasury  Department, 
an  appeal  is  made  to  Congress. 

Hitherto,  Mr.  Chairman,  tbe  merits  of  this 
claim  have  hinged  upon  tbe  fact  whether  the  rail- 
lion  in  question  was  received  by  Mr.  Beaumar- 
cfaais,  for  the  purchase  of  supplies,  or  not ;  and,  as 
tbe  arguments  adduced  on  either  side  of  the  ques- 
tion are,  in  tbe  absence  of  tbe  highest  evideoee, 
ierived  from  a  great  mass  of  circumstantial  tes- 
timony, and  are  comprehended  in  long  and  nu- 
meroas  documents,  I  will  beg  leaTe  to  call  tbe 
ittention  of  tbe  Committee  to  the  most  important 
facts.  Such  a  review  will  gire  tbe  necessary 
n formation  to  those  who  hare  not  found  time 
.0  read  the  report,  and  refresh  tbe  memories  of 
:hose  who  bare. 

Early  in  the  year  1776,  Mr.  Beaumarcbats  call- 
id  on  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  then  an  agent  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States,  in  London,  and  informed  him  that  tbe 
French  GoTernment  were  willing  tp  furnish  the 
Jnited  States  with  supplies  to  the  amount  of 
wo  hundred  thousand  louis  d'or,  whidi  he  pro- 
>osed  to  transmit  through  the  French  West  in- 
lies,  under  color  of  a  commercial  tmnsaction. 
lir.  Beaumarcbats  soon  afterwards  returned  to 
'aris,  and  there  made  a  more  special  and  formal 
irrangement  with  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  also  an  affent 
\i  tbe  United  States,  for  tbe  transmission  of  these 
opplies ;  and  to  give  it  tbe  appearance  of  a  com- 
Qercial  adventure,  and  conceal  it  from  the  Brit- 
ib  Government,  it  was  further  agreed  that  to* 
acco,  and  other  American  products,  should  be 
emitted  to  Mr.  Beauroarcbais. 

In  pursuance  of  this  arrangement,  eight  cargoes 
f  military  stores,  clothing,  and  other  raerchan- 
ise,  were  shipped,  by  Mr.  Beaumarobais,  to  the 
Jnited  States,  in  the  years  1777  and  1778-— and, 
uring  tbe  same  time,  France  furnished  the  Amer^ 
»o  Commissioners,  who  were,  at  that  time,  Dr. 
^ranklin,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Deane,  with  two  roiU 
ioDs  of  livres  in  cash,  and  they  obtained  a  third 
rom  the  Farmers  General.  During  the  shipment 
>f  these  supplies,  there  seemed  to  have  been  great 
incertainty,  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners, 
boot  the  source  from  whence  they  were  derived, 
ir.  Lee,  judging  from  what  had  passed  between 
im  and  Mr.  B^umarcbait,  and  from  the  sobse- 
uent  assurances  of  the  French  Minister,  always 
isisted  that  they  were  derived  principally  from 
le  King — while  Mr.  Deane  seemed  to  think  that 
re  were  indebted  for  tbem  solely  to  Mr.  Bean- 
tarchais.  On  a  comparison,  however,  of  their 
sveral  letters,  it  is  impossible  to  reconcile  tbe 
atemeuls  of  the  difierent  Commissioners  with 
tie  another,  or  those  of  the  same  gentlemen,  at 
ifferent  times. 

In  the  year  1778,  Mr.  Deane  was  recalled,  and 
ir.  Adams,  late  President  of  the  United  Sutes, 


was  sent  to  supply,  his  place.  In  September  of 
that  year,  the  three  Commissioners  wrote  to  the 
Count  de  Vergennes,  then  Premier  of  France, 
stated  their  dotiots  about  the  source  of  these  sup- 
plies, and  requested  to  know  of  bim  what  part  of 
tbem  bad  been  furnished  by  Beaumarchais,  and 
what  part  by  the  King — that  both  they  and  the 
people  of  tbe  United  States  had  always  believed 
the  greater  part  of  tbe  supplies  had  been  furnished 
by  His  Majesty,  and  that  they  would  discbarge 
the  obligation  as  soon  as  Providence  should  put 
it  in  their  power.  To  this  application  Mr.  de 
Vergennes  answers,  that  tbe  King  had  furnished 
nothing — ^that  he  had  permitted  Mr.  Beaumar- 
chais to  furnish  himself  from  his  arsenals,  on 
condition  of  replacing  the  articles,  and  that  he 
would,  as  to  thtsse  articles,  interpose  to  prevent 
the  United  States  from  being  pressed  for  imme- 
diate payment.  This  cprrespondence  was  trans- 
mitted to  America,  and  in  the  following  year,  Con* 
cress  directed  their  President,  Mr.  Jay,  to  write  to 
Mr.  Beaumarchais,  acknowledging  the  debt  and 
promising  payment.  From  that  dav  to  this,  he 
has  stood  upon  the  books  of  the  Treasury  as  a 
creditor  for  the  whole  amount  of  these  supplies, 
and  payments  were  made  him  from  time  to  time. 
Besides  the  remittances  in  tobacco,  and  other  do- 
mestic products,  equal  to  about  10  per  cent,  of  the 
value  of  the  supplies,  bills  were  drawn  in  his  favor, 
on  our  Commissioners  in  France,  for  between  two 
and  three  millions  of  livres,  payable  in  one,  two^ 
and  three  years. 

In  the  year  1782,  Mr.  Deane  returned  to  France, 
and  made  a  settlement  with  Mr.  Beaumarchais, 
by  which  tbe  balance  due  to  him  was  about  nine 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  settlement,  bow- 
ever,  was  not  ratified  by  Congress,  because  it  was 
said  Mr.  Deane  had  no  authority  to  make  one ; 
and  because,  I  presume.  Congress  did  not  approve 
it.  But  in  178i,  Mr.  Barclay,  who  was  appoint- 
ed our  Consul  General  to  France,  was  vested  with 
authority  to  make  a  settlement  with  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais, subject  to  the  ratification  of  Congress. 
He  accordingly  made  one,  difiering  not  materially 
from  the  setuement  since  made  at  the  Treasury, 
but  it  did  not  receive  tbe  confirmation  of  Con- 
gress. Probably  this  settlement  would  have  been 
ratified,  if  a  circumstance  had  not  come  to  light, 
which  is  a  curious  one.  as  well  in  tbe  history  of 
diplomacy,  as  in  the  life  of  that  distinguished 
man.  Dr.  Franklin.  In  the  year  1786,  on  a  set^ 
tlement  of  the  account  of  Mr.  Grand,  our  banker 
in  Paris,  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  given  credit 
bot  for  eight  millions  received  from  the  French 
Gk)vernnient  by  way  of  gratuity,  instead  of  nine, 
which,  in  a  treatv  dated  three  years  before.  Dr. 
Franklin  had  acknowledged  to  have  received. 
Dr.  Franklin,  on  being  inmrmed  of  the  variance, 
applied  to  Mr.  Grand  for  an  explanation,  who,  in 
turn,  applied  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  but  be 
refused  to  state  to  whom  the  million  in  question 
was  paid  ;  and  that,  as  it  was  paid  out  of  the 
Royal  Treasury  on  the  lOih  June,  1776,  (which 
was  before  Dr.  Franklin  arrived  in  France,  and 
before  Mr.  Grand  became  the  American  baaker,) 
a  copy  of  the  receipt  Hot  this  millioa  could  not  m 
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necetstrf  for  their  exoneration.  It  was  then  con* 
kctured  by  Dr.  Franklin  that  Mr.  Beaotnarehais 
liad  received  this  million.  In  1788,  a  committee 
of  three  members  of  Congress  (of  which  Mr.  Ar* 
thur  Lee  was  the  chairman)  had  the  subject  of 
Mr.  Beaumarchais'  accounts  referred  to  them  for 
settlement ;  and,  in  their  report,  by  not  allowing 
many  of  his  claims  for  commission,  insurance, 
and  other  charges,  and  charging  him  with  some 
supposed  losses, — ^they  made  htm  a  debtor  to  the 
United  Slates  to  a  large  amount. 

AAer  the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution,  Mr. 
Beaumarchais,  complaining  of  the  injustice  that 
had  been  done  him,  renewed  his  application  to 
the  OoTernmenC ;  and,  in  1793,  a  settlement  of  his 
accounts  was  made  by*  the  Auditor,  under  t^e 
superintendence  of  Mr.  Jtiamilton,  on  more  liberal, 
and  it  appears  to  me  more  correct  principles,  by 
which  a  balance  was  found  due  to  him  of  upward^ 
of  two  millions  of  lirres.  But  the  report  recom- 
mends that  payment  should  be  suspended  until 
some  further  explanation  should  be  given  of  the 
^  lost  million,"  as  it  was  often  called.  But,  in  the 
Ibllowiog  year,  Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris,  as  Minis- 
ter from  this  country  to  France,  applied  to  the 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  for  information  rela- 
tive to  the  million  that  remained  unaccounted  for, 
and,  by  a  well-timed  compliment,  snooeeded  in 
obtaining  the  receipt  for  this  million  advan<»ed  in 
June,  1776,  by  which  it  appeared  to  have  been 
paid  to  Mr.  Beaumarchais. 

In  the  following  year,  Mr.  Beaumarchais  wrote 
a  long  and  eloquent  memorial  on  the  subject  of 
his  claim,  in  which  he  insisted  that  he  had  ren- 
dered an  account  to  his  own  Gk>vernment  of  the 
money  he  had  received  from  it.  But  the  coinci- 
dence of  sums  and  dates  furnished  such  strong 
circumstantial  evidence  agninst  him,  that  be  was 
held  chargeable  at  the  Treasury  for  the  million 
he  had  received  in  June,  1776.  After  his  death, 
(which  took  place  about  1799,)  the  claim  was 
renewed,  in  behalf  of  his  representatives,  in  180S, 
by  Mr.  Petion,  the  Charge  d' Affaires  from  France; 
and  in  1805  by  Mr.  Turreau.  the  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary, who  then  stated,  for  the  first  time,  that, 
on  an  examination  of  the  archives  of  his  Gov- 
ernment, it  had  been  discovered  that  the  million 
received  by  Mr.  Beaumarchais  in  June,  1776,  had 
been  paid  him  for  a  secret  political  service.  On 
the  laist  application,  the  subject  was  refefred  to  a 
committee  of  this  House,  who,  after  charging  Mr. 
Beaumarchais  with  the  million  in  question,  re- 
ported a  balance  of  aboot  forty-one  thousand  dol- 
lars,  which  was  paid  him,  with  intereat.  In  the 
succeeding  year,  Mr.  Turreau  again  pressed  the 
claim  on  the  notice  of  the  Government,  and  stated 
that  the  million  had  been  paid  for  a  secret  polit- 
ical service,  but  not  for  the  purchase  of  supplies. 
The  subject  was  not  then  acted  on  by  the  House. 
Since  that  time  it  has  been  repeatedly  brought 
before  Congress,  and  from  first  to  last  the  memo- 
rial of  the  present  claimants  has  been  referred  to 
six  different  committees,  exclusive  of  that  of  the 
present  year^-^hree  of  whom  reported  in  favor  of 
the  claim,  and  three  against  it. 

On  the  question  ^whether  Mr.  Beanmarchais  re* 


ceived  the  million,  of  Jiwey  1776,  for  the  poiebiie 
of  supplies,  or  not,  (the  point  on  which  the  war 
mittee  chiefly  differed,)  there  is  much  circomitaii- 
tial  evidence  on  both  aides.  The  foUowiog  fodi 
are  unCavorable  to  the  supposition  that  the  top- 
plies  were  purchased  from  his  own  foods:  Tke 
mediocrity  of  his  fortune ;  many  of  the  artidet 
furnished  were  drawn  from  the  King's  traeMh; 
the  repeated  declarations  of  the  French  Minister 
to  our  Commissioners;  the  letter  of  the  Misistcf 
to  the  King,  in  May,  1776,  in  which'  he  speaks  of 
advancing  a  million  for  the  use  of  '^  the  colonieif 
the  letter  from  the  King  of  France  to  the  King  of 
Spain,  in  which  he  says  he  has  furnished  moiMf 
and  other  succors,  ostensiblv  on  tiie  score  of  titde; 
and,  lastly,  the  letter  of  Mr.  Beaumarchtis  bin* 
self,  of  December,  1776,  wherein  he  states  his  til- 
vaaccs  to  have  been  about  one  million  of  iivm. 

Bat,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  the  lolefu 
declaration  of  Mr.  Oe  Versennes  that  the  Kiof 
had  furnished  nothinff.  He  certainly  was  sot 
warranted  in  saying  ue  Ring  had  furaiabediu 
supplies,  if  he  had  furnished  money  to  purehne 
supplies.  But,  a^in  :  there  can  be  no  dotti^tbit 
Mr.  Beattinarchais  must  have  bean  held  accooati- 
hie  to  his  Government  for  this  million,  for  what- 
ever purpose  it  was  pot  into  his  hands.  But  if  it 
was  intended  as  doucenrs  for  persons  aboattke 
Court,  or  to  procure  intelligence,  or  to  bribe  £»- 
eign  agents^  or  for  any  of  those  purposes  for  wkidi 
secret  service  monej^  is  nsnally  employed,  it  if 
said,  and  it  seems  not  improbable,  that  the  roachoi 
in  such  cases  are  destroyed,  Tiie  evidences  d 
such  details  they  might  wish  to  withhold,  vi 
only  from  the  worid,  but  from  their  saccemft 
But  there  could  be  no  reason  to  destroy  tb< 
vouchers,  if  thev  related  merely  to  the  purchase 
of  supplies.  The  absence,  then,  of  all  vouchen 
of  the  particulars  of  disbnrsement  afibrds  some 
evidence  that  the  money  was  expended  for  ose 
purpose  and  not  for  the  other. 

On  weighittg  this  conflicting  evidence,  I  am 
free  to  admit,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there  i>  t  pi*' 
ponderance  of  testimony  that  Mr.  Beaumarchais 
Deceived  the  million  in  dispute,  for  the  porchase  of 
supplies;  and,  if  France  had  been  piusive os  the 
oceasion,  or,  if  we  had  paid  any  valuable  coasid' 
oration  to  her  for  this  million,  I  shotild  think  «e 
were  justified  in  charging  Mr.  Beaumarchais  with 
that  amount.  But,  when  it  is  recollected  that  «e 
received  these  supplies  immediately  from  Mr* 
Beaumarchais,  have  settled  the  account  apoo  onr 
own  terms,  that  the  million  which  we  claim  as  a 
credit  was  paid,  not -by  ns,  but  by  Fraoee,  asaa 
act  of  bounty,  and  that  the  French  Goreromat 
iosisu  that  this  bounty  was  used  for  another  vie- 
pose — ^when  these  things  are  recollected,  it  do» 
seem  to  me,  that  we  are  precluded  £rom  entenag 
into  a  contest  with  France  on  this  subject;  or,  w 
other  words,  that  we  cannot,  consisteotlf  ^^^ 
our  honor  or  self-^^pect,  pay  off  an  uodispttted 
debt,  with  a  doubtful  and  disputed  gifu  Oa  this 
occasion,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  recognise  one 
rule  of  morality  for  the  nation,  and  another  tor 
individuals.  I  would  punue  the  same  course  in 
public  as  in  private  life;  and|  as  an  individntV' 


2593 


HIST0BY  OF  OONOEBSS. 


2694 


Mat,  1834. 


CUUm  of  Beatumafchai^* 


H.  OF  R. 


iicrer  coaid  seek  to  ffive  the  bounty  of  a  benefac* 
tor  a  directioa  which  he  objected  to,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  makiog  a  discount  to  the  acknowledged 
debt  of  a  third  person.  Sir,  in  this  case,  France 
is  ri^fat,  or  she  is  not.  If  she  is  right,  that  the 
miiiioo  was  furnished  to  Beaqoiarcbaia  for  secret 
service  money,  then  we  hare  no  pretext  for  refos- 
log  to  pay  him  the  balance  of  his  account;  but, 
if  she  is  wrong,  then  the  error  consists  in  claiming 
ottr^titude  lor  nine  millions  when  she  has  given 
us  but  eight,  which  can  in  no  manner  affect  the 
aceoaot  of  Beaumarchais. 

The  whole  of  the  present  difficulty  has  grown 
ootof  the  mistake  of  Dr.  Franklin,  in  the  treaty 
of  Feitfuary,  1783.  When  he  signed  that  treaty, 
sappose  he  had  been  aware  that  but  eight  millions 
of  lines  had  actually  been  received,  and  that  he 
had  said  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  *^  You  call 
ofl  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  nine  millions, 
as  the  gift  of  your  Government,  while  I  know  only 
cfei£ht;show  me  how  the  other  million  was 
laed  for  onr  benefit,  and  I  will  freely  acknowledge 
that  too ;"  if,  in  answer  to^  thiit,  the  Count  de  Ver- 
feooes  had.  said,  what  h*is  successors  have  said. 
tlut  the  million  was  used  for  a  ^  secret  political 
Krrice/'  can  it  be  believed  that  Dr.  Franklin 
voald  have  hesitated  to  receive  the  assurance,  and 
to  tiga  the  treaty  which  he  actually  did  sign  ?  If 
^evouid  not,  there  would  have  been  no  ground 
^  the  present  dispute.  Bat,  let  us  suppose  that 
^e  would  not  have  been  content  with  the  simple 
asarance  of  the  French  Minister,  then  either  that 
Mioister  must  have  given  him  satisfactory  evi- 
dnee  concerning  the  disposition  of  the  doubtful 
niiiioD,  or  he  would  have  acknowledged  only 
eight  millions,  in  either  of  which  cases  Mr.  Beau- 
narchais's  claim  is  indisputable.  Assuredly,  if 
oar  agent  had  signed  a  treaty  under  a  mistake,  as 
be  himself  states,  that  mistake  should  be  rectified 
^th  the  French  Government,  which  should  either 
gire  as  a  satisfactory  explanation,  or  hold  us 
tiWJid  io  gratitude  but  for  eight  millions,  neither 
<^  vhich  can  affect  the  claim  of  Beaumarchais. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  ought  to  be  consistent  with 
oorselres,  with  regard  to  the  deelaratioos  of  the 
Preach  OovemaDeat.  When  Monsieur  de  Ver* 
S^nes  declared  to  our  Commissioners,  in  Sep- 
^her,  1778,  that  the  military  suppliea  were  fnr- 
Biibed  solely  by  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  we  aeqot- 
^^  m  that  assurance,  and  required  no  further 
pnwf.  Again :  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  late  corres- 
poRdence  with  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  Minister  of 
foreign  Affairs  in  France,  stated,  that  if  the 
Preach  Government  would  make  an  explicit  neg- 
ative declaration,  that  the  million  paid  to  Mr. 
fieaomarchais,  in  June,  1776,  was  not  applied  to 
^e  purchase  of  supplies,  the  difficulty  with  the 
ttcountiog  officers  of  the  Treasury  would  have 
^Q  removed.  And,  although  the  answer  of  the 
^Qke  de  Richelieu  may  be  considered  as  some- 
what equivocal,  yet  that  which  Mr.  Turreau  had 
^e  ia  1807,  was  as  positive  and  explicit  as  it 
^<l  be.  Had  this  declaration  been  made  the 
^ctr  before,  it  would  seem,  from  Mr.  Gallatin's 
^er,  the  million  would  not  have  been  deducted 
trom  Beaumarchais's  account ;  and,  it  having  been 
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made  since,  the  same  consequence  should  follow. 
On  every  mund,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am 
free  to  sav  I  would  vote  at  once  for  an  appropri- 
ation to  the  whole  amount  of  this  claim,  whatever 
may  be  my  private  opinion  of  the  source  whence 
Mr.  Beaumarchais  derived  the  million ;  it  being 
certain  that  he  did  not  derive  it  from  tu,  and  that 
we  have  used  the  supplies  which  it  purchased. 
But,  as  our  citizens  have  claims  against  France 
for  spoliations  on  their  commerce  to  a  large 
amount,  (probably  twenty  times  as  much  as  this 
claim,)  and  the  French  Government  has  itself 
introduced  Mr.  Beaumarchais's  claim  into  the  ne- 
gotiation, I  think  we  may  adjust  the  whole  to- 
gether, without  any  dereliction  of  national  justice 
or  honor,  and  I  therefore  hope  the  Committee  will 
adopt  the  resolution  for  that  purpose  offered  by 
the  committee. 

When  Mr.  Tucker  had  concluded — 

Mr.  DwiGHT  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  this  House  in  1814,  (and 
of  which  committee  Mr.  Lowndes  was  chair- 
man,) unfavorable  to  the  claim. 

Mr.  Farrellt  called  for  the  reading  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Rodney,  in  1807. 

Mr.  Cl^t,  in  a  short  speech,  expressed  a  very 
decided  opinion  in  favor  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  took  the  opposite  aide,  and  de- 
livered a  few  observations  in  opposition  to  an 
allowance  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  DwiGHT  then  rose,  and  went  at  great  length 
into  the  whole  subject,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Tuoker 
and  Mr.  Clay,  quoting  a  number  of  documents  in 
support  of  bis  statements,  and  concluded  hisspeech 
with  ofiering  a  resolution  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw  her  petition. 

Mr,  Farrelly  followed  in  reply,  and  spoke  at 
considerable  length,  to  show  that  the  demand  was 
just,  and  ought  to  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  rose  in  opposition  to  the 
claim,  quoted  declarations  of  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes, remarked  on  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pinkney, 
and  adduced  general  arguments  against  allowing 
any  part  of  the  demand. 

Mr.  Livingston,  of  Louisiana,  rose,  and,  ex- 
pressing a  desire  to  deliver  his  sentiments,  which 
were  most  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  claim,  moved 
that  the  Committee  rise. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Stewart  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Thursday,  ask  the  House  to  consider  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  submitted  by  him  some  time  since: 

*<  Ruolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  appropriating  the 
annaal  proceeds  of  the  iales  of  the  public  lands,  and 
the  dividends  of  the  United  States  Bank  stock,  com- 
mencing  from  the  Ist  of  January,  1838,  to  the  pur- 
poses of  internal  improvements,  *  to  be  distributed 
among  the  States  according  to  their  repreaentatioii, 
and  to  be  expended  on  objects  to  be  desi^ated  by 
Congress,  within  or  bordering  on  the  respective  States, 
unless  where  any  State  may  consent  that  its  propor* 
tion  of  the  fond  shall  he  applied  to  an  object  not  im- 
mediately connected  with  its  territorial  limits." 

And  then  the  Home  adjourned. 
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TufisoAT,  May  11. 

Mr.  Pldher,  of  New  Hampshire^  from  the 
Committee  oa  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  refer- 
red, yesterday,  a  memorial  upon  the  subject,  re- 
ported a  biU  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  fourth 
circuit,  in  the  Maryland  district ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  to*morrow. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  William  Looghrey,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mited  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  all  moneys  which  shall  be  received 
on  account  of  the  sales  and  entries  of  the  public  lands, 
after  the  4th  day  of  July,  1825,  ought  to  be  appropri- 
ated ezclnsively  to  the  support  of  common  schools, 
and  the  construction  of  publlp  roads  and  canals;  and 
that  the  ssid  moneys  ought  td  be  diiided  between  the 
several  State*  and  Territories,  in  proportion  to  the 
representation  of  each  in  the  House  of  Represeo- 
tstives  of  the  United  States,  and  applied  by  them  re- 
speotiTely,  to  the  sforessid  purposes,  in  soeh  manner, 
and  with  such  limitations  and  conditions,  as  tbs  Con- 
gress may  prescribe. 

Mr.  Cocke  suggested,  that  a  proposition,  nearly 
similar,  was  already  before  the  House,  and  moved 
to  lav  the  resolution  on  the  table,  till  the  other 
should  be  discussed,  but  subsequently  withdrew 
his  motion;  and  Mr.  Strong  replied,  and  ex- 
plained the  object  of  his  resolution ;  and,  after 
some  further  conversation  between  the  mover, 
Mr.  Cocke,  and  Mr.  Cook,  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution} viz : 

Re»oked,  That  the  CommHtee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  caustng  a 
survey  to  be  made,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi^ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  of  the  south  shore  of  Lake 
Erie,  from  Carrying  river  to  Erie,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania ;  and  of  causing  surveys  to  be  made  of 
the  mouths  of  such  bsys  and  rivers,  or  other  plaoes» 
within  the  boundaries  aforesaid,  as  the  engineer,  who 
may  be  employed  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  shall 
deem  necessary  or  important ;  at  which  to  construct 
or  improve  harbors,  for  the  security  and  promotion  of 
the  commerce  on  said  Lake ;  with  plans  of  the  places 
so  designated,  and  estimates  of  the  expense  of  con- 
stmeting  or  improving  such  harl>ors. 

The  resolotiott  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  TBE  United  States,  as  follows : 

7b  the  U<m$e  ef  RejmeMiUaUvet  of  the  United  SUUet: 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  the  in- 
formation called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the  10th  of 
Mareh,  requesting  the  names  of  all  the  officers  of  the 
army  who  have  been  brevetted ;  stating  their  lineal 
rank  and  brevet  rank ;  tirhen  brevetted ;  and  the 
amoant  of  money,  paid  to  eaeh;  and  wlwa  paid ; 


whioh  report,  with  the  acoampanying  doenmeals,  cos- 
tain  the  information  deaiwd. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mat  II,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  memorials  of 
merchants  and  others  from  Baltimore,  for  farther 
compensation  for  damage  sustained  bv  the  siDkiof 
of  their  vessels  in  the  entnnce  of  tne  harbor  <tf 
that  city  in  tiie  late  war;  which  report  wasliid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  LiviNOSToif,  from  the  Committee  of  lares- 
tigation  in  the  case  of  Ninian  Edwards,  sttUd 
that  that  committee  had  received  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  a  communication  io  rqilf 
to  the  memorial  of  Mr.  fidamrds,  and  asked  tbai 
it  might  be  printed ;  which  was  ordered  accord 
iogly. 

NAVIGATION  OF  WESTERN  RIV^BRS. 

The  engrossed  hill  makina;  an  appropriation  for 
improving  the  navigation  of  the  Oaio  and  MU^ 


sipbi  riversy  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  New  Yprk,  demanded  tbe 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  ita  passage;  sikI 
they  stood,  yeas  155,  nays  60,  as  follows : 

YaAS— Messrs.  Adam%  Aleaaodar  of  TeoDevce, 
AUen  of  Tennewee,  AUiaon,  Baytiea,  Barber  of  Coo- 
necticot,  J.  8.  Barbonr,  Bavtiey,  Beocher,  Blair, 
Breck,  Brent,  Brown*  Backner,  Borloigfa,  Cssibn' 
leog,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Gaasady.  Condict,  CotL 
Craig,  Crowninsbield,  Cosbman,  Bvfee.  Dwight. 
£ddy«  EUis,  Findlay,  Forward,  Gurley*  Harhi,Hu- 
vey.  Hay  den,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herrick,  Herkimer. 
Hobart,  Holcombe,  Hooston,  Ingham,  Isacke,  Jolui* 
■on  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johneon,  Kest, 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Lee,  Letcher,  Linooloi 
Livermore,  Livingeton,  Locke,  Longfellow,  McArthor, 
McDufiie,  McKean,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean  of  Dei- 
aware,  McLane  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Mercer, 
Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  MitcheU  of  Mary- 
land, Moore  of  Kentacky,  Neale,  Nelson^  Newtoo. 
Patterson  of  Penneylvanta,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plaiier 
of  Naw  Hempshire,  Plnmer  of  Pemkaylvaaia,  Poiaiett, 
Priaca,  Rankin,  Reed,  ReynoUb,  Rickt  Ross,  8m^ 
ford,  Soott,  fiharpe,  Sloane,  WUliaai  dauth,  SpMffi 
BtandelBr,  James  Stephanson,  Btowait,  SiiODg,  dwis* 
Taylor^  Tost,  TbampMiBof  Kentacky,  Tod,  Toaiis- 
■on,  TrimUe,  Udreo,  Vaaca  of  Ohio,  Van  Wjrck,  Via- 
ton,  Warfield,  Webster,  WhitoMn,  Whittlesey,  While, 
Wicklifie,  Jamas  Wilson,  WUmo  of  Obio»  Vfrnit. 
and  Wright. 

Nats— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Vifgiaisi  ^' 
cher,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Bradley^  Cady,  Carter,  Cur. 
CIaik,Cobb,  Cocke,  Colli  oa,  Conner,  Crafts,  CuIpepeT' 
Day,  Dwinetl,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  North  CtrQlii»> 
Foot  of  Connecticut*  Foote  of  New  York,  Froet,  Gir- 
rison,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Hayward,  H^ 
boom,  Hooks,  Jeukins,  Leftwich,  Litchfield,  LooS> 
McCoy,  Mangnm,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Oseo, 
Rives,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smith,  Spaigfat,  Ster- 
lings A.  Stevenson,  Stoddard,  Taliaferro,  Tattndl,  Tea 
Byok,  ThompMu  of  Georgia,  Tncker  of  Virgisis- 
Tucker  of  South  OaroHaa«  Tyson,  Yaaee  of  Nsrtli 
Carolina^  Williams  of  New  Yotk,  WiUiams  oiTttp- 
nia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  aad  WtlK»,  of  SosU 
Caialina. 
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[After  the  etli  wu  eonolvdtid,  Mr.  Burton  and 
Mr.  Buchanan,  both  accidentally  absent  when 
the  yeas  and 'nays  were  called,  wished  to  be  al- 
lowed to  record  tbehr  votes — tne  fbrmer  against 
the  bill,  the  latter  in  faror  of  it ;  but  the  leave 
was  not  granted,  and,  according  to  the  roles  of 
the  House,  could  not  be,  without  unanimous  con- 
sent.] 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMARCHAia 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  in  the  Chair,) 
on  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  which 
was  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  claim  of  the  representatives  of  M.  de 
Beaumarehais. 

Mr.  Livingston,  of  Louisiana,  who  was  by 
cQstom  entitied  to  the  floor,  having  yesterday 
moved  for  the  Committee's  rising,  then  rose,  and 
delivered,  at  great  length,  his  views  in  favor  of  the 
claim. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  delivered  his  views 
in  opposition  to  the  claim ;  and  concluded  his 
speech,  by  moving  that  the  Committee  rise,  report 
jN-ogress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,  with  a  view 
that  leave  be  refused. 

The  question  on  the  Committee's  rising,  being 
then  taken,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes 
105,  noes  40. 

The  question,  on  granting  leave  to  sit  again, 
was  decided  in  the  native — ayes  60,  noes  91. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  report  of  the 
eommitlee  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  postpone  all 
the  previous  orders  of  the  day,  to  take  up  the  bill 
**  for  extending  the  national  road  from  Wheeling 
to  the  Missouri.  The  House  refused  to  take 
it  up. 

•  PROPOdED  ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  TeoKCR,  of  South  Carolina,  called  up  the 
consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  for  an  ad- 
jooroment,  and  required  thereon  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  quest  ton  of  coosidcmtioB  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows — yeas  80, 
nan  78. 

Bo,  the  House  took  up  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Kkbmbr,  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  the  res- 
olution, OB  the  ground  that  an  important  investi- 
^u'on  was  pending  before  the  House,  which 
OQght  to  be  terminated  previous  to  adjournment. 
Charges  of  great  weight  had  been  brought  forward 
against  a  public  officer,  which  had  bmn  referred 
to  a  committee  of  this  House,  and  ought  to  be 
decided  upon  before  the  House  adjourned.    He 

therefore  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on   the 
table.  ' 

Mr.  Allen  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
qnestion  of  laying  it  on  the  uble. 

Mr.  Kbeicbb,  at  the  request  of  several  members, 
Withdrew  the  motion  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Mbbcbb,  of  Virginia,  said  he  had  voted  to 
take  ap  this  resolve,  in  the  hope  that  the  House 


would  be  pot  in  possession  of  such  information 
as  should  enable  it  to  act  understandingly  on  this 
subject,  with  reference  to  the  investigation  which 
the  House  had  instituted,  in  consequence  of  the 
address  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  late  Senator  of  Illi- 
nois. That  individual  has  been  sent  for,  under 
the  authority  of  the  House.  Mr.  M.  was  not  dis- 
posed to  adjourn,  before  time  was  allowed  for  his 
arrival,  for  his  subsequent  examination,  and  for 
due  deliberation,  by  the  committee  and  the  House, 
upon  his  testimony.  How  is  it  possible,  said  he, 
that  we  can  ascertain  at  what  time  we  can  ad- 
journ, unless  we  should  receive  from  that  com- 
mittee, or  fVom  some  other  source,  information  to 
guide  our  decision  ? 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  rose  now  to  inquire,  from  the 
Representative  from  Illinois,  the  State  in  which  Mr. 
Edwards  resides,  when  hisarrival  might,  by  compu- 
tation, be  expected,  that  the  day  for  adjournment 
miffht  be  so  fixed  as  to  allow  time  for  his  arrival, 
and  some  days  to  spare,  that  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation might  have  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
report,  in  whole  or  in  part,  so  as  to  determine  what 
course  in  regard  to  this  matter  became  the  dignitf 
and  the  honor  of  the  House,  which,  for  one,  he 
would  do  all  in  his  power  to  maintain.  If  the 
time  which  should  be  fixed,  should  prove  too  short 
to  allow  of  the  transaction  of  the  neeessary  busi- 
ness of  the  session,  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  extending  it.  In  thus  expressing  his  wish  that 
some  day  should  be  fixed  for  the  adjournment,  Mr. 
M.  said  be  was  actuated  by  no  outrageous  zeal  to 
do  the  public  business,  much  less  by  any  very  spe- 
cial view  to  the  saving  of  the  public  money,  con- 
sidering the  public  money  as  nothing,  compared 
with  public  justice.  He  desired,  however,  to 
see  some  period  fixed  for  the  termination  of  the 
session. 

Mr.  Li  VERM  ORB,  of  New  Hampshire,  said— ^ 
Teaoh  me  so  to  number  my  days,  that  I  may  ap- 
ply my  heart  to  wisdom,  is  doubtless  the  prayer 
or  every  indiridual  in  this  Hall.  Teach  us  so  to 
number  the  days  of  this  session,  that  we  may  ap- 
ply ouraelVes  to  the  appropriate  business  of  it^  » 
equally  proper,  though  not  perhaps  equally  im- 
portant Under  this  impression,  he  ^ad  voted  to 
eonsitfw  the  resolution  appointing  the  day  of  ad- 
journment. The  tariff  biU  in  the  Senate,  and  the 
communication  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Edwards  to  this 
House,  seemed  calculated,  more  than  any  thinff 
else,  to  retard  the  hour  of  adjournment.  He  hoped 
that  some  of  the  committee  who  had  charge  of 
the  communication  of  Mr.  Edwards,  would  ex- 
press their  opinion  whether  the  public  good  re- 
quired that  Congress  should  continue  in  sessioa 
until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Edwards^  who  had  been 
sent  for.  For  his  own  part,  he  said,  he  had  never 
been  able  to  find  any  thing  in  Mr.  Edwards's  let- 
ter of  public  consequence,  which  misht  not  have 
been  communicated  at  the  opening  of  the  sessioa, 
and  he  had  been  surprised  that  that  gentlemaa 
had  thought  fit  to  keep  the  secret  in  his  own  breast 
all  the  time  he  was  nere,  and  to  send  back  hia 
complaints  at  so  late  an  hour,  and  after  he  ha4 
taken  his  departure  from  the  city.  If  this  sobjeat 
may  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  praaeenliony  there 
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can  be  no  absolute  necessity,  because  witoesses 
have  been  .summoned,  for  the  Court  to  continue 
in  session  untii  their  arrival.  The  opinion  of  the 
committee  of  investigation,  as  to  what  the  public 
good  requires,  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  govern  our 
decision  in  this  instance.  The  Senate  must  have 
control  of  our  resolution,  untii  the  tariff  shall  have 
been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  rose  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion which  had  been  addressed  to  him,  as  to  the 
time  at  which  Mr.  Edwards  might  b^  expected 
to  arrive  here.  From  having  travelled  the  jour- 
ney some  ten  or  a  dozen  times,  and  sometimes  in 
the  mode  in  which  he  presumed  Mr.  Edwards 
would  take,  Mr.  C.  was  of  opinion  that  he  might 
be  able  to  reach  this  city  on  the  23d  or  24th  of 
this  month. 

Mr.  Mallart,  of  Vermont,  observed  that  much 
time  had  been  spent  on  the  subject  of  the  tarifC 
It  was  now  belore  the  Senate,  and  numerous 
amendments  are  understood  to  have  been  made  to 
it  in  that  House.  When  the  bill  should  be  re- 
turned to  this  House,  as  amended,  if  it  pass  the 
Senate,  much  discussion  will  probably  arise  on  it, 
and  a  reasonable  time  should  be  allowed  for  the 
deliberate  consideration  of  that  bill.  This  was 
due  to  the  House  and  to  the  nation.  It  was  ua« 
worthy  of  the  House  to  bind  itself  to  a  day,  in 
order  to  spur  members  to  diligence  and  despatch. 
The  first  duty  of  the  House,  was  to  attend  to  thts 
public  business.  He  was  therefore  opposed  to 
fixing  a  day  for  adjournment,  at  present. 

Mr.  Too,  of  Pennsylvania,  observed  that,  if  the 
resolution  must  pass,  he  hoped  arguments  of  a  lit* 
tie  more  force  and  consistency  would  be  advanced 
in  its  favor.  When  the  House  sent  for  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, it  knew  that  no  certainty  respecting  the 
time  of  his  arrival  could  be  attained  at  that  time, 
and  nothing  had  occurred  to  change  the  uncer- 
tainty on  the  subject.  He  replied  to  Mr.  Liver- 
MORS,  and  observed  that,  in  that  affair,  this  House 
was  not  th^  court,  but,  as  far  as  it  could  become 
so,  the  accuser.  It  had  given  all  the  weight  it 
could  to  the  charges  submitted.  It  had  directed 
its  committee  to  proceed  in  the  investigation,  and 
it  was  bound  in  consistency  to  allow  time  for  the 
return  of  its  messenger,  unless  it  meant  to  suppress 
the  investigation  altogether. 

Mr.«W£BBT£R  said  that  he  had  not  been  present 
when  this  motion  was  brought  up,  nor  had  any 
other  member  of  the  committee  of  investigation. 
But,  in  regard  to  one  interesting  topic  which  be- 
longed to  this  discussion,  he  remarked  that  the 
•  House  was  apprized  that  the  officer  of  this  House 
had  been  deputed  in  quest  of  the  witness,  and,  as 
he  understood  the  matter  from  the  statement  given 
by  the  member  from  Illinois,  barring  accidents,  he 
presumed  that  he  may  be  expected  to  be  here  by 
the  23d  or  24ih  of  the  month,  But,  as  far  as  he 
understood  it,  Mr.  W.  said,  the  House  was  as  able 
BOW  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  protxible  time  of 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Edwards,  as  it  could  be  a  week 
hence,  as,  in  the  Western  country,  a  traveller 
might  often  outstrip  the  mail,  and  in  all  proba- 
bilitv  no  intelligence  would  be  received  of  the  ar- 
rival of  the  messenger  at  the  place  of  residence  of 


the  nersoQ  summoned  earlier  thno  tbe  23d  or  24tli 
of  the  month.  It  seemed  to  him,  Mr.  W.  aid, 
that  the  best  course  would  be,  now,  to  fix  a  period 
for  adjournment  so  far  remote  as  to  give  the  party 
summoned  an  opportunity  to  come  here  and  be 
examined  touching  the  subject.  To  fix  a  period 
for  adjournment  earlier  than  that,  would  be  whoUf 
inconsistent  with  all  that  had  been  hitherto  done. 
He  thought  a  period  should  be  fixed,  however  im- 
portant the  subject  of  inquiry  might  be,  beyond 
which  the  House  would  not  wait,  for  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  some  days  beyond  that  at  which 
it  had  been  suggested  he  might  arrive,  &c 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  agreed  entirely  with 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  in  the  geaenl 
view  he  had  taken  of  the  subject,  except  mat  he 
thought,  for  the  present,  it  would  be  best  to  ky 
the  resolution  on  the  table.  He  knew  there  was 
a  strong  disposition  in  the  House  to  adjourn ;  but, 
for  himself,  he  could  not  vote  for  an  adjouroment 
till  the  individual  referred  to  should  either  hare 
arrived,  or  it  should  be  ascertained  that  he  would 
not  come. 

Mr.  Webster  replied  that  the  objection  to  that 
course  was,  that  no  farther  information  was  to  be 
expected,  with  any  probability,  as  to  the  coming 
of  Mr.  Edwards  before  the  23d  or  24th  of  this 
month ;  and,  from  this  time  to  that,  the  House 
would  he  in  precisely  the  same  situation  that  it 
is  now. 

Mr.  Stewabt,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  opposed 
to  fixing  on  any  day  at  present.  Information 
might,  by  some  accident,  arrive  before  the  time 
mentioned,  which  would  enable  them  to  do  it 
But,  fixing  on  the  day  now  would  also  hare  a 
tendency  to  protract  the  discussion  of  the  tariff  in 
the  other  House,  and  was  calculated  to  defeat 
that  mea«^ure. 

Mr.  Tract,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  and  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion,  which  weredrdered; 
and  the  question  of  laying  it  on  the  table  was  de- 
cided as  follows : — Yeas  99,  nays  87. 

So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  Ue  on  the 
table. 

CANAL  IN  INDIANA. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Marvin  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  "author- 
izing the  construction  of  a  canal  through  the  pub- 
lic lands,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  between  the 
Wabash  and  Miami  of  Lake  Erie.'' 

The  question  recurring,  from  Saturday,  on  Bir. 
Call's  motion  to  strike  out  "  ninety  feet,"  and  io- 
sert  ^'one  mile,"  for  the  extent  of  the  reserratioa 
on  eacn  side  of  the  canal— 

Mr.  Alexandrr,  of  Virginia,  objected  to  the 
amendment,  as  trenching  on  the  terms  of  the 
cession  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  by  Virgin* 
to  the  United  States,  which  declare  that  the 
whole  of  that  cession  shall  be  a  fund  for  the  ^J- 
ment  of  the  common  expenditures  of  the  Uoi^ 
States. 

Mr.  Rankin  took  the  same  ground;  the  pro* 
posed  canal  was  a  local  work,  and  not  one  of  the 
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''commoB  expenditures'*  of  the  United  States, 
aod  thoQgbt  it  was  better  to  give  money  than  land 
ID  aid  of  it 

Mr.  Test  contended,  that  giving  a  mile  on 
each  side  of  the  canal  did  not  violate  the  terms 
of  the  cession  more  than  90  feet — it  was  in  the 
spirit  of  that  cession,  because  it  enhanced  the  value 
of  all  the  rest  of  the  lands  ceded.  Unless  this 
land  was  given,  Indiana  would  be  unable  to  effect 
the  object.  This  was  the  only  opportunity,  at 
ODce,  of  giving  timely  aid  to  the  canal,  and  of  eo- 
haociog  the  value  oi  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Stbwabt.  of  Pennsylvania,  denied  that 
diis  canal  was  a  local  measure,  and  he  stated  its 
effects  on  the  Union  at  large.  He  advocated  the 
amendment— and  read  an  extract  from  the  wri- 
tings of  Mr.  Fulton  on  the  benefits  of  canals. 
He  replied,  also,  to  the  objections  of  Mr.  Alex- 
ander, &c. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Pennsvlvania,  thought  that,  if 
the  canal  would  so  greatly  enhance  the  value  of 
the  public  lands,  it  would  be  better  for  the  United 
States  to  make  the  canal  than  to  give  ail  the  ben- 
efit of  the  work  to  Indiana.  The  calculation  was, 
that  the  canal  would  cost  only  $300,000,  and  they 
asked  hind  to  the  value  of  $500,000.  He  for  one 
would  never  consent  to  give  it.  • 

Mr.  Call,  Delegate  from  Florida,  spoke  in  re- 
mand urged  the  present  low  value  of  the  public 
ands  in  that  quarter  as  an  argument  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  All  that  was  proposed  to  be  given 
would,  at  present  value,  amount  only  to  $35,000. 
The  additional  ralue  would  arise  from  the  enter- 
prise and  industry  of  the  State  of  Indiana.  He 
replied  to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Alexander,  and 
dwelt  at  some  extent  on  the  value  of  this  line  of 
water  communication,  and  the  facility  of  making 
the  canal. 

Mr.  Sharps,  of  New  York,  thought  the  only 
question  was,  whether  this  was  the  proper  time  to 
ensage  in  the  undertaking.  He  wished  farther 
ioformation  on  this  point,  and  expressed  some  ap- 
prehensions of  the  danger  of  the  ]precedent. 

Mr.  Rankin  replied,  and  explained  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  repeated  and  confirmed  the  argu- 
ments he  had  before  urged. 

Mr.  Jenninob  callra  for  the  reading  of  the 
memorial  of  the  Leffislature  of  Indiana  on  this 
subject.    It  was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  JENNI1IO0  stated  the  topography  of  the 
coufitry  through  which  it  was  proposea  to  cut  this 
^oal.  He  adverted  to  the  opinion  of  Gleneral 
WisBiHOTONi  in  favor  of  this  and  other  Western 
water  communications.  He  went  at  consider- 
able length  into  a  discussion  of  the  objection 
from  the  terms  of  the  Virginia  cession,  and  of 
the  practicability  and  general  importance  of  the 
measure. 

Mr.  Test  followed  in  farther  explanation  of  the 
bill  and  the  amendments 

Mr.  McCoT  delivered  at  some  length  hisobjeo- 
^ns  to  the  amendment,  as  granting  to  one  State 
what  was  intended  only  for  general  objects.  He 
Qrged  the  danger  of  the  precedent,  the  difficulty 
With  which  Virginia  coula  get  enough  land  to  pay 
her  Revolntionary  soldiers,  dw. 


Mr.  Sbaupe  thought  the  grant  in  the  amend- 
ment very  large,  and  the  time  for  completing  the 
work  too  great.  This  measure  would  be  super- 
seded, moreover,  bv  the  general  plan  for  internal 
improvements.  He  thought  it  was  enough,  at 
present,*  to  provide  for  surveys,  as  had  been  al- 
readv  done. 

Tne  question  on  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Call,  for  giving  a  mile  on  each  side  the  canal, 
being  then  taken,  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  Committee  then  took  up  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  Territory  of  Florida  to  open  a  canal  through 
the  public  lands;  and.  having  gone  through  it, 
reported  the  latter  bill,  which  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again  on  the  former. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  May  12. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  4th  of  March  last,  upon  the  subject  of  the  sale 
of  public  lots,  within  the  city  of  Washington, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  laid  upon 
the  table  until  to-morrow.  • 

Mr.  Scott  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table,  for  consideration  to  morrow,  viz : 

lUiolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  comraanicate  to  this  House  any  in« 
formation  which  he  may  possess,  in  relation  to  the 
intercourse  and 'trade  now  carried  on  between  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  (and  particalarly  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Missouri)  and  the  )f  exican  provinces ; 
how,  and  by  what  route  that  trade  or  intercourse  is 
carried  on ;  in  what  it  consists ;  the  distances,  dtc; 
the  nations  of  Indians  through  which  it  passes ;  their 
dispositions,  whether  pacific  or  otherwise ;  the  advant- 
ages resulting,  or  likely  to  result,  from  that  trade  or 
intercourse. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  altering  the  time  of  hold- 
ing tlie  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in  the 
fourth  circuit  of  the  district  of  Maryland,  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  laid  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  Territory  of 
Florida  to  open  a  canal  through  the  public  lands 
to  unite  the  river  St.  John's  with  the  bay  of  Au- 
gustine, was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

A  bill  "  to  r^ulate  the  fees  of  the  registers  of 
wills  in  the  District  of  Columbia"  being  under 
consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  a  pro- 
lonj^ed  debate  arose  on  some  of  its  details;  in 
which  Messfls.  Swan,  Nealb,  Cocke,  Sbabpe. 
Kent,  and  Findlay,  took  part;  when  the  bill 
was  reported  ta  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  granting  certain  lota  of  ground 
to  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  to  certain  individuals  of 
said  city.  The  bill  having  been  sliffhtlv  amende^ 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

J08IAH  HOOK,  Jb. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Longfbllow,  the  House  took 
up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Josiah 
Hook,  jr.,  (eoUeotor  at  CAstine,)  who  was  prose- 
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cQted  for  the  amount  of  a  seizure  duHDg  the  war, 
and  bad  judgment  recovered  against  him. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  went  at  len^h  into 
a  statement  and  legal  examination  of  this  case, 
with  a  view  to  show  that  the  collector  had  been 
negligent  in  his  duty. 

Mr.  Longfellow,  of  Maine,  spoke,  in  reply, 
and,  after  a  full  statement  of  the  Acts,  conteiuled 
that  no  such  negligence  appeared  as  should  sub- 
ject Mr.  Hook  to  the  loss  of  the  money  for  which 
he  had  been  sued. 

It  was  admitted,  on  both  sides,  that  he  was  a 
vigilant  and  faithful  officer,  and  had  acted  in 
good  faith  when  he  made  the  seizure. 

Mr.  WaiOBT,  of  Ohio,  took  the  same  view  of 
the  subject,  and  opposed  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims.  The  supposed  neslect  arose 
from  a  mistake  of  eminent  counsel,  and  a  mistake 
which,  at  that  time,  prevailed  in  the  Treasury 
itself. 

Mr.  Babtlett,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose  in  re- 
ply, and  quoted  dates  and  statutes  to  show  that  it 
was  through  the  negligence  of  Mr.  Hook,  the  Gov- 
ernment had  suffered  very  heavy  loss,  the  expense 
of  losing  which  amount  it  was  now  applied  to  to 
pay.  He  had  no  personal  hostility  to  the  claimant, 
but  rather  the  contrary,  as  he  always  understooa 
him  to  be  an  excellent  officer. 

Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  declared  that  the 
opinion  he  had  formerly  held  in  opposition  to  this 
Claim  had  been  changed,  by  a  fuller  investigation 
of  the  case :  and  he  should  vote  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  « 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  replied  to  Mr.  Babt- 
lett, and  went  into  a  legal  argument  to  show 
that  the  loss  of  the  Government  was  not  owing 
to  the  neglect  of  the  collector. 

Mr.  Li  verm  ORE,  advocated,  at  considerable 
length,  the  same  side  of  the  question,  and  the  de- 
bate was  farther  continued  by  Messrs.  Bartlett, 
LivERMORB,  Longfellow,  and  McCoy;  when 
the  question  being  put,  the  bill  was  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

INDIANA  CANAL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  in  the  Chair,}  on  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to  open  a 
canal  through  the  public  lands;  and  the  question 
recurring  from  yesterday  on  the  amendment  grant- 
ing ninety  feet  of  land  on  each  side  of  the  pro- 
posed canal,  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  blank  in  the  second  section  was  so  amend- 
ed as  to  require  the  survey  to  be  finished  within 
three,  and  the  canal  to  be  finished  within  twelve 
years. 

Mr.  Tbbt  offered  an  amendment  to  the  third 
aeetion,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  reserve  from 
sale,  till  further  ordered,  thesectionsof  land  through 
which  the  canal  shall  pass,  and  those  adjoining 
these  on  each  side,  and  he  supported  the  motion 
by  a  series  of  explanatory  observations. 

Mr.  Rankin,  of  Mississippi,  objected  to  the 
Maendment  as  a  departure  from  the  course  here- 
tofore adopted  in  similar  cases,  and  as  calculated 
to  relard  the  settlement  of  the  State  of  Indiana. 


The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  pr<h 
posed  by  Mr.  Test  was  negatived-^ayes  41. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Test  renewed  in  the  House  his  motion  for 
reserving  from  sale  the  sections  of  land  throogli 
which  the  canal  shall  pass,  and  those  adjoiaiag 
them  on  each  side. 

Mr.  ViRTON,  of  Ohio,  avgued  the  necenity  of 
this  reservation  from  the  terms  of  the  contnet  ef 
cession^  well  lis  from  principles  of  policy. 

Mr.  Whipple,  of  New  Hampshire,  advontcd 
the  amendment,  in  a  few  obaervations,  aod,  the 
question  being  taken,  it  was  rejeeted---ayes  5S, 
noes  59. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroHed  fori 
third  reading. 

HARBOR  OF  PRE8QUE  ISLE,  dec. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Farrslly,  the  Hoote  weot 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  '^for 
improving  the  harbor  of  Presqoe  isle^  and  for  «- 
pairing  Plymouth  beach." 

Mr.  Newton  explained  the  iacts  with  respect 
to  Presque  Isle,  and  commented  on  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Kngineers,  by  which  it  appears  tint 
the  work  if  important,  and  practicable,  and  tbt 
its  expense  will  amount  to  about  S35,000.  The 
State  of  Pennsylvania  having  made  an  appropri- 
ation in  part  for  the  work,  the  bill  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supfdying  the  deficit. 

Mr.  Farrrllt  spoke  from  personal  knowledge 
of  the  importance  of  Presque  Isle,  and  the  loss  of 
lives  and  property  which  had  occurred  for  vast 
of  a  good  harbor  there. 

'  The  blank  in  that  part  of  the  bUl  which  relites 
to  the  work  at  Pretque  Isle,  was  filled  with  the 
sum  of  $20,000. 

Mr.  Newton,  then  stated  the  circnmsttncei  of 
Plymouth  beach ;  the  value  of  that  harbor  to  ail 
vessels  pressed  by  hard  weather  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Cape  dod ;  and  the  danger  of  its  being 
seriously  injured  and  ultimately  deslrojred,  for 
want  or  the  repairs  contemplated ;  and  mored  to 
fill  the  blank  for  this  work  with  $30,000. 

Mr.  Rebo,  of  MassachusetiB,  confirmed,  fnm 
personal  knowledge,  the  accuracy  of  theslateflKDt 
given  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Con- 
merce. 

Mr.  Hobart  added  some  particnlars  to  the 
statement,  in  respect  to  the  beioh  of  Plvmoothr 
and  the  amount  of  naviptton  interested  in  t^ 
safety  of  the  harbor,  and  its  advantages  as  a  har- 
bor for  vessels  of  war,  dec 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  supported  the  ap- 
propriation, and  made  seme  remam  on  the  readi- 
ness of  Western  members  to  vote  for  the  iaprove- 
ments  on  the  seaboard,  and  the  liberality  which 
members  from  the  £«astern  sections  of  the  Uflio& 
had  recently  shown  in  voting  improveoaetis  <» 
the  Western  waters. 

The  mouon  to  fill  the  blank  with  920,000,wa» 
carried  without  opposition. 

■  The  Committee  then  took  up  a  bill  to  aothor^ 
ize  the  State  of  Kentucky  (o  open  a  caoal  rooed 
the  falls  of  the  river  Oiuo»  «t  Louisviile. 
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Mr.  WicKLiPPfi,  of  Kentucky,  went  into  a  de- 1 
tailed  diacuisioii  of  the  Taloe  and  importance  of 
tbe  proposed  canal.  He  stated  the  estimate  of  the 
expense.  More  than  three  thousand  boats,  he  said, 
passed  these  falls  annually,  and  damagjes  to  the 
amount  of  91^,000  had  been  sustained,  m  a  year, 
for  want  of  this  improvement.  If  the  canal  were 
made,  steamboats  could  be  substituted,  in  navi- 
gation, for  the  flat-bottomed  boats  now  employed. 
He  referred,  for  further  statements,  to  th^  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  McDoFFiB,  of  South  Carolina,  thought  that 
the  Committee  was  not  yet  prepared  to  act  on  the 
last  bill,  and  moved  thai  it  rise  and  report  that  al- 
readv  acted  oo« 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  reported  tbe 
bill  for  Presque  Isle  and  Plymouth  beach,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Progrees  being  reported  on  the  bill  respecting 
the  canal  at  Louisville,  tbe  House  refused  leave  to 
the  Committee  to  sit  again  upon  that  bill. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Cady  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill "  grant- 
ing pre-emption  to  certain  actual  settlers  m  the 
district  of  Jackson  Courthouse ;"  which  bill  was 
slightly  amended,  and,  bein^  reported  to  the  House, 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

PUBLIC  LAND  DEBT. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate, ''  to  provide 
for  the  extinguishment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
States,  by  purchasers  of  public  lands." 

Mr.  Rankin  stated,  at  length,  what  had  been 
prerionsly  done  by  Congress,  on  the  subject,  ex- 
plained the  object  of  the  bill  under  consideration, 
and  offered  an  amendment  extending  its  provisions 
to  eertain  town  lots  reserved  bv  the  United  States. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  the  bill  was  reported, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
oa  the  bill  ''to  extinguish  the  duapau  title  to 
lands  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas."  The  me- 
morial from  Arkansas  and  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  thereon,  having  been  read — 

Mr.  CoNWAT  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  words,  and  sub- 
stitQting  a  clause  appropriating  $5,000  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  make  a  treaty 
with  the^uapau  Indians. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  sum  was  in- 
creased to  ^,500 ;  and  the  bill,  as  thus  amended, 
was  reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Tburbdat,  May  13. 

Mr.  HABvirr,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  revire  and  extend  the 
term  of  ceriain  pensions  which  have  expired  by 
limitation;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  PLUMfiR,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  indicia^,  reported  a  bill  to 
anthorize  the  issuhsg  of  letters  patent  to  Nathaniel 
Sylvester ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
he  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


Mr.  Little,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Herman  Fisher ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting— 

1st.  A. list  of  balances  which  have  remained 
unsettled,  or  appear  to  have  been  due  from  collect 
tors  of  the  customs,  dbc.,  more  than  three  years 
prior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1823. 

2d.  A  list  of  balances  on  account  of  the  old 
internal  revenue  and  direct  tax,  on  the  books  of 
tbe  Register  of  the  Treasury,  which  have  remain- 
ed unsettled  or  appear  to  have  been  due  more  than 
three  years  prior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1823. 

3d.  A  list  of  balances  due  by  Receivers  of  Pubp> 
lie  Money,  on  account  of  the  sales  of  public  landa^ 
which  have  remained  due  or  unsettled  on  the 
books  of  the  Treasury,  for  more  than  three  yeais 
prior  to  the  30th  September,  1823- 

Which  letter  and  lists  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  «  let^ 
ter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  transmit* 
tins  a  printed  copy  of  an  account  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1822,  with  an  appendix,  containing  state* 
mente  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  and  of  its 
redemption,  to  the  close  of  the  year  1822 ;  which 
letter  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  State  of  Indiana  to 
open  a  canal  through  the  public  lands,  to  connect 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Wabash  and  the  Mi* 
ami  of  Lake  Erie ; 

An  act  granting  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain actualsettlers  in  that  part  of  the  former  pro^ 
vince  of  West  Florida  included  in  the  district  of 
Jackson  Courthouse,  in  the  State  of  Mississipf^i, 
and  in  the  district  of  St.  Helena  Courthouse,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana ; 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  deepening  the 
channel  leading  into  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle^ 
and  for  repairing;  Plymouth  beach ; 

An  act  granting  certain  lots  of  ground  to  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Mobile,  and  to  certaia 
individuals  of  said  city ; 

An  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  Risgisters  of 
Wills  in  the  several  counties  within  the  District 
of  Columbia ; 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  towards  the 
extinguishment  of  the  Q^uapau  title  to  lands  in 
the  Territorjr  of  Arkansas ; 
were  respectively  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  to 
the  United  States  bf  tbe  purchasers  of  public 
lands,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
an  amendment. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Scotr 
yesterday,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OP  TUB  United  States,  as  follows: 
7b  the  House  of  Representativea  of  the  Vhtied  Staiei  .• 

In  compliance  with  the  rcsoliltiott  of  the  House  of 
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BepreienUtiTes,  of  th^  16th  of  April,  requestiog  the 
President  to  cause  to  be  comiDunicated  to  the  House 
m  statement  of  the  supplies  which  have  been  sent  fioin 
the  United  States  to  any  ports  of  South  America,  for 
the  use  of  our  squadron  in  the  Pacific  ocean  ;  of  tho 
amount  paid  for  such  supplies,  with  the  names  of  the 
owners  of  the  ressels ;  and  other  details  therein  spe- 
cified ;  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  which,  with  the  documents  acoompany- 
iog  it,  famishes  the  information  desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mat  13,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  message  irom  the  Senate  informed  (he  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  this  House 
of  the  following  title,  yiz :  "  An  act  to  amend  the 
•ereral  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  Hoase.  They  have  also  passed  bills  of  the 
following  titles,  viz :  An  act  relative  to  the  Pa- 
tent Office^  and  to  the  salary  of  the.  Superintend- 
ent thereof;  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  estab- 
lishing Navy  hospitals ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  McNair ;  in  which  bills  the  Senate 
also  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  "enabling  the  claimants  to 
lands  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims.'' 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House  as  amended, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts 
imposing  duties  on  imports,"  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles, 
▼iz: 

Ist  An  act  relative  to  the  Patent  Ofllce,  and  to 
the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  thereof; 

3d.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  establishing 
Navy  hospitals ; 

3d  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair; 
were  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred — 
the  first  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ; 
the  second  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs ; 
and  the  third  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  disposition 
of  three  several  tracts  of  land,  in  Tuscarawas 
eounty,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  purpo- 
aes ;  which  was  reported  with  amendments,  which 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

PUBLIC  LOTS  IN  WASHINGTON. 
The  following  report  was  yesterday  made  by 
Mr.  Brsnt,  of  Loaisiana : 

The  committee  appointed  by  virtue  of  a  resolution 
of  tile  House  of  Representativee,  of  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1894,  have  had  the  subject  which  that  resolu- 
tion proposes  under  consideration,  and  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report,  via:  A  letter  from  J.  Elger,  Cominis- 
aioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  dated  6th  of  May,  1894, 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  gross  amount  of  the  eaJee 
of  the  public  lots,  in  Washington  City,  as  made  by  the 


Gommissioners  and  Superintendent,  was  six  hoodrad 
sod  eighty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty  dol- 
lars eleven  cents,  subject  to  a  deduction  for  lonci, 
occasioned  by  failures  of  purchasers,  the  amoaotef 
which  has  not  been  asceruined.  The  committee  hive 
not  been  able  to  obuin  information  Irom  the  booki  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  of  thenao* 
ber  of  public  lots  sold,  when  sold,  by  whom,  to  whom, 
and  for  what  price  each  lot;  what  part  of  the  parchue 
money  has  been  paid,  and  the  exact  balance  doc. 
To  obtain  this  information,  would  require  more  time 
than  probably  remains  of  the  present  session  of  Coo* 
greas,  as  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildingi 
stetee  that  it  eould  not  be  done  in  less  than  two 
months. 

As  te  the  disbursemente  which  were  made  \ij  the 
late  Samuel  Lane,  Commiflsiooer  of  the  Public  Bmid« 
ings,  the  committee  find  that  a  balance  of  ^3S,961  77 
was  due  by  the  late  Samuel  Lane,  Commissioocr  ef 
the  Public  Buildings,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  tegethrr 
with  the  balance  of  $1,740  14,  which  he  had  rsccifcd 
on  account  of  the  sales  of  city  loto ;  and  thst,  dooe 
his  death,  bis  estate  has  received  credit  for  difiereot 
sums  of  money  amounting  to  $9,075  6,  which  letvci 
a  balance  due  the  United  States  of  $15,690  65;  thit 
his  executor  has  not  yet  completed  the  settlement  of 
his  estate;  and,  therefore,  it  is  impossible  for  the  coo* 
mittee  to  say  how  much  of  that  balance  will  events* 
ally  be  refunded  to  the  United  States.  It  is  probable 
the  balance  will  be  somewhat  diminished,  but  that  i 
large  sum  will  remain  unpaid. 

The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  me* 
lution : 

Redohed,  That  the  Preudent  of  the  United  8ittei 
be  reqneeted  to  cause  to  be  made,  and  submitted  to 
this  House,  upon  the  fint  day  of  the  next  eeasion  of 
Congress,  a  full  and  complete  etetoment  of  the  exact 
number  of  lots  belonging  to  the  United  Stetes,  io  the 
city  of  Washington,  which  have  beeo  eokl  by  the 
public  agente  for  that  purpose,  when  eold,  by  wboo, 
to  whom,  and  for  what  price  each  lot  was  purdiaaed; 
what  part  of  the  purchase  money  has  been  paid*  the 
amount  due,  and  by  whom  due,  and  when  payable; 
whether  the  dcbu  are  well  secured,  and  whether  the 
money  received  hss  been  applied ;  to  what  purpotes, 
and  by  whom. 

The  resolutioa  with  which  the  report  concludes 
being  taken  up  for  consideration,  a  debate  arose 
upon  it,  of  which  the  following  outline  will  serte 
to  give  a  general  idea : 

Mr.  CocKfi  said  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, now  under  consideration,  was  not  as  full  & 
response  to  the  resolution  as  the  docunaents  before 
them  would  have  warranted,  although  a  complete 
and  full  report  to  all  the  objecu  of  inquiry  might 
not  have  been  had  at  the  present  session  of  Coo- 
gress.  The  number  of  lou  sold,  and  price  of 
each,  was  not  so  much  deaired  as  informatioo  io 
what  manner  the  money  placed  in  thehaodiol 
officers  for  disbursement  was  applied,  and  the  ob> 
lecu  of  its  application;  especially,  whether  tof 
law  existed  to  authorise  the  expenditure.  To  this 
inquiry,  the  resolution  creating  the  committee^ 
directed  their  attention,  and  used  the  words  *^  whe- 
'  ther  ail  the  money  received  had  been  applied  to 
'  objecte  authorised  by  anjr  existing  law ;  how 
*  much  thereof  has  been  paid  into  t&  Treasury." 
To  these  inquiries  the  committee  might  hare  re- 
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)orted,  as  I  be  evidence  was  within  their  power. 
They  have  not,  said  Mr.  C,  pretended  to  ittate  the 
iinottDt  which  was  appropriated,  each  year,  for 
he  repairs  and  completion  of  the  Capitol,  the 
'resident's  IrJouse,  and  public  offices,  or  to  show 
rhat  disposition  was  made  of  it.  They  have  re- 
orted  the  sum^s  due  at  the  time  of  Che  Commjs- 
loner's  death,  and  state  the  payments  made  since 
Y  his  representative,  leaving  a  balance  still  due 
)  the  public  of  more  than  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 
lesides  the  appropriations  for  those  objects,  Con- 
fess authorized  large  sums  to  be  expended  to 
urcbase  furniture  for  the  President's  House,  and 
laced  its  disbursement  under  the  control  of  the 
^resident.  The  letter  of  the  Register  of.  the 
Veasury  accompanying  the  report,  and  to  which 
le  committee  refer,  shows  that  th^  sum  of  thirty* 
ight  thousand  dollars  of  the  money,  applicable  to 
le  purchase  of  furniture,  was  placed  in  the  hands 
f  the  late  Commissioner,  thirty  thousand  dollars 
y  the  draft  of  the  President,  and  the  residue  by 
s  receipt  from  Mr.  Whann,  who  had  previously 
rawn  it  by  the  authority  of  the  President. 

The  committee  declined  to  inquire,  or  report, 
rbat  disposition  has  been  made  of  this  938,000, 
Ueging  that  it  was  a  private  transaction  between 
iie  President  and  Commissioner  Lane ;  that,  as 
be  money  was  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
f  the  President,  he  could  appoint  whomsoever 
e  pleased,  as  his  agent,  and  that  the  resolution  did 
ot  authorize  the  inquiry.  In  this,  sir,  I  think 
le  committee  are  mistaken.  Permit  me,  Mr. 
speaker,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  last  clause 
I  the  resolution,  to  wit :  '^  and  what  disposition 
as  been  noade  of  the  money  placed  in  the  hands 
f  the  late  Superintendent  of  the  City,  for  disburse* 
lent."  I  know  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
2over  to  inquire  into  this  expenditure,  and  I  be* 
eve  the  rekoiution  warrants  it. 

Before  I  advert  to  a  settled  account  between 
Ir.  Lane's  executors  and  the  agent  of  the  Presi* 
ent,  I  will  use  the  language  of  Mr.  Vinson's  de- 
osition  now  before  me,  "  that  it  was  generally 
anderstood  that  Lane  was  insolvent  at  the  time 
be  entered  the  army,  and  that  he  was  not  con* 
sidered  a  man  of  property  at  the  time  he  com- 
menced oo  the  duties  of  his  office  as  Commission- 
er;" and  this  statement  is  corroborated  by  the 
imouQt  of  the  assets  which  came  to  the  hands  of 
lis  representatives. 

The  firat  item  of  the  settled  account  between 
^oJooel  Lane  and  Mr.  Monroe  is  a  charge  by  Mr. 
irlonroe  a^punst  Lane. 

To  amount  of  furniture  sold  to  the  United 
{tales,  and  carried  to  his  credit  with  the  United 
lutes 99,071  21 

On  the  opposite  side  is  a  credit — 
ly  cash  for  furniture  ...       -  10,000  00 

1  am  unable,  sir,  to  account  for  this  difference 
3  amount* 

The  secMid  item  of  the  charge  is-* 

Amount  of  ditto,  bought  by  Mr.  Lee,  paid  for 
J  Mr.  M.,  and  credited  to  S.  Laae,  with  United 
(cates  99,a59  66. 

The  third  item,  which  appears  to  relate  to  the 
omiture,  is,  a  balance  of  ^d>000,  public  money. 


I  appropriated  for  furniture,  not  accounted  for  by 
8.  Lane,  and  for  which  Mr.  M.  is  responsible, 
$1,556  15. 

Amount  paid  to  Mr.  M.  for  articles  for  the  Pre* 
sident's  House,  and  for  which  the  vouchers  were 
delivered  to  S.  Lane,  9778  21. 

Error  in  the  sum  allowed  for  Greater,  936,  paid 
for  mattresses,  being  for  the  house. 

Amount  of  check  on  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  for 
the  amount  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Whann,  96,000. 

Check  on  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  91>500. 

The  other  items  of  charge,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  explain ;  bu(  the  whole  amount  of  charge  is 
929,950  96 }  against  this  sum,  is  the  910,000  be- 
fore spoken  ot,  as  a  credit,  with  sundry  other 
items  for  cash  paid  to  individual^  for  Mr.  Monroe, 
by  Lane,  some  of  which,  sir,  I  shall  notice. 

Cash  paid  Mr.  Yard,  92,000. 

I  have  no  document  to  show  for  what  articles 
this  sum  was  paid,  but  the  committee  was  informed 
by  one  of  its  members,  the  gentleman  from  Vir* 
ginia,  that  the  President's  carriage  constituted  a 
part. 

It  appears,  from  this  account,  that  the  sum  of 
92,785  49,  was  paid  by  Mr.  Laae,  to  Russell  db 
La  Farge,  and  for  which  Mr.  Monroe  has  entered 
a  credit.  The  account  of  those  individuals  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  which  Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  4th  of 
May,  1818,  endorsed  as  just,  and  approved  by  him. 
The  letter  accompanying  the  account,  after  the 
usual  compliments,  states : 

**  We  hare  the  honor  to  enclose,  herewith,  duplicate 
bills  of  lading,  of  which  one  is  sent  by  us  to  tlw  col- 
lector of  the  enstoms  at  Alexandria,  for  forty-one 
packages,  amounting,  as  per  invoice  enclosed,  to 
franca  88,086  80.  Bill  of  lading  for  five  cases  paper 
hangings,  amounting,  aa  per  invoice,  to  francs  6,186 
66.  Bill  of  lading  for  thirty-nine  cases,  containing  1,900 
bottles  Champaigns  and  Bargaody  wine,  as  per  in- 
voice, irancB  6,968  47 ;  and  bill  of  lading  for  seven 
cases,  of  wbich  six  are  for  Mrs.  Monroe,  amounting  to 
francs  9,066  30,  and  one  for  Mrs.  Decatur,  amounting 
to  francs  803 — ^for  which  we  have  debited  the  account 
of  your  Excellency,  by  virtue  of  the  letters  of  credit  of 
your  Excellency  and  of  Colonel  Lane.'* 

The  account  of  Russell  <fc  Lafarge  also  shows 
the  application  of  912,000,  which  has  been  remit- 
ted to  Europe,  and  the  net  proceeds  of  which  they 
had  received.  The  residue  of  their  account,  I  un- 
derstand, was  paid  by  Mr.  Lane,  for  which,  I  pre- 
sume, the  above  credit  in  the  settled  account,  con- 
stitutes a  part. 

The  next  item  that  I  shall  notice,  is  the  sum  of 
9266,  paid  to  Mrs.  £l2ey,  a  milliner^  in  this  city, 
as  I  am  informed  :  of  the  particular  items,  I  have 
never  inquired.  The  sum  of  996  62^,  paid  Mr. 
Mauro,  and  credited,  appears,  from  his  statement 
before  me,  to  be  for  brandr,  wine,  spirits,  lemons, 
demijohns,  tea,  porter,  and  mustard,  delivered  b^ 
orders  of  Colonel  Lane,  for  the  use  of  the  Presi- 
dent's House.  The  sum  of  9^r  PAi<l  Mr.  Graef^ 
and  also  credited  in  the  account,  appears  from  his 
statement  to  be  for  two  cases  of  claret.  The  next 
item  of  9124  25,  paid  to  Thomas  Coote  db  Co.,  is 
by  his  sUtemen^  for  beer,  delivered  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, and  paid  for  by  Colonel  Lane.    As  to  the 
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other  items  of  credit,  I  bare  no  stttemeot  tosbow 
for  what  the  sums  were  expended ;  but  the  amount 
of  credits  given  in  the  account,  is  $36,466  51^, 
leaving  a  balance  due  8.  Lane  of  96,515  55^ ; 
and  immediately  below  the  balance  thus  stated,  is 
the  following  entry :  "  Tom's  expenses  and  a  cart 
to  Albemarle,  in  1817,  960,"  which,  if  added  to 
the  above  balance,  would  make  96,575  55|w 

Sir,  I  have  founded  these  observations  on  doc- 
uments now  on  my  table.  If  I  bave  erred  I  re- 
fret  it — they  are  made  from  a  sense  of  duty  which 
owe  to  my  constitaents— and  I  have  no  unfriendly 
feelings  to'gratify.  The  furniture  of  the  President 
was  valued,  before  delivery  to  the  Government ; 
but  as  he  had  authority  toairect  the  disbursement 
of  the  money,  \i  seems  to  me  that  it  was  making  a 
contract  with  himself.  The  settlement  of  which 
I  have  been  speaking,  was  made  in  June,  1832 ; 
on  the  18th  November  following,  as  well  as  I  re- 
collect, 9^,000  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  and 
credited  to  Colonel  Lane:  1st.  To  balance  the 
furniture  account,  for  which  Mr.  Monroe  seems  to 
have  held  himself  responsible,  and  the  residue  to 
his  credit  as  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings. On  the  2d  January  following,  one  other 
92,000,  was  paid  and  credited  to  Lane';(  account. 

If,  sir,  I  am  not  mistaken  in  the  views  I  have 
taken,  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  had.  To  this  end  I 
move  you  to  recommit  the  report,  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire — 

'*In  what  msnner  the  mousy  arising  horn  ths  ssls 
of  city  lots  has  been  expended :  in  what  msnner  the 
money  appropriated  by  Congress  to  complete  a  repair 
of  the  public  buildings  has  been  diabarsed ;  and  how 
the  monev  appropriated  to  purchase  furniture  for  the 
President  s  House  has  been  disbursed ;  by  whom»  and 
to  whom  paid,  and  for  what" 

Mr.  Batliea,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  in  ref^y^ 
and  explained  and  defended  the  report  of  the 
committee,  stating  the  reasons  why  the  report  did 
not  TO  into  farther  statements. 

Mr.  Brent,  of  Louisiana,  (who  made  the  report 
from  the  committee,)  replied  to  the  observations 
of  Mr.  Cocke  nearlv  as  follows:  He  said  it  had 
been  stated  by  the  honorable  gentlemen  that  he 
opposed  this  report,  to  have  impartial  justice  done, 
and  that  he  was  actuated  by  a  consideration  for 
the  public  interest.  Mr.  B.  then  observed  that  he 
meant  not  to  arraien  the  motives  of  th^  gentle- 
man, but  he  could  assure  the  House  that  the 
members  composing  that  committee  were  as  true 
friends  to  their  country  and  to  impartial  justice, 
as  the  honorable  member  who  nad  stated  it. 
[Here  Mr.  Cocke  intemipied  Mr.  B.,  and  de- 
clared he  meant  no  insinuation  against  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  he  beliered  their  conduct  flowed 
from  the  best  of  motives.]  Mr.  B.  continued.  I  re- 
ceive the  explanation  for  myself  and  for  the  com- 
mittee, but  the  statement  made  of  the  facts  has 
not  been  giren  with  the  candor  the  gentleman 
ought  to  have  observed.  He  has  made  a  state- 
ment of  accounts  between  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  Laferge  Russell  db  Co.,  of 
France,  Samuel  Lane,  of  this  city,  and  others,  of 
their  private  transactions,  and  has  stated  them  as 
if  these  accounts  had  been  contracted  for  the  pub- 


Ik,  and  paid  oat  of  the  public  money,  wbeo  he 
knows  full  well  that  such  are  not  the  faets.  He 
has  thrown  out  insinuations  against  the  Cbief 
Magistrate  of  the  nation,  calculated  to  tarnish  the 
honest  reputation  of  that  patriot,  which  he  his 
earned  in  the  faithful  service  of  our  country.  As 
a  member  of  the  committee,  Mr.  B.  observed,  he 
was  acquainted  with  those  nets,  and  would  suie 
them  to  the  House,  and  he  Touched  for  their  vx- 
rectness,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the  Preaidential  Chtir 
after  the  war,  after  the  President's  House  had 
been  reduced  to  ashes,  with  itR  furnitore  in  it,  and 
Congress,  as  usual,  made  an  appropriation  to  p«^ 
chase  new  furniture.  The  President  wrote  to 
Laiarge,  Russell  dt  Co.,  of  France,  to  send,  for 
the  use  of  the  President's  House,  certain  dcicrip' 
tions  of  furniture,  and  also  to  send  seTeral  articlei 
for  his  own  private  use  and  that  of  his  famiir. 
These  merchants,  in  making  out  their  accoant, 
blended  the  public  and  private  account  of  ibe 
President  together,  and  made  out  one  accoont, 
which  was  forwarded  to  the  President,  with  a 
draft  for  the  money.  This  draft  arrived  whea 
Mr.  Monroe  was  absent  in  the  discharge  of  aa 
important  and  useful  duty  to  his  country.  Mr. 
Lane,  who  was  the  Commissioner  of  the  Pablie 
Building  and  the  proper  person  to  pay  the 
charge  lor  the  furniture  to  the  President's  Hobk, 
paid  for  it,  and,  the  President  being  absent,  as  his 
friend,  he  also  paid  for  the  articles  for  the  priraie 
use  of  the  President,  not  out  of  the  public  mooef, 
but  out  of  his  own  mone^,  and  charged  Mr.  Moa- 
roe  with  it  upon  his  private  account.  A  subse- 
quent settlement  took  place,  in  which  Mr.  Monroe 
paid  this  sum  to  Mr.  Lane,  as  a  private  debt;  all 
the  other  cases  named  by  the  gentleman  from  Tea- 
nessee,  are  of  the  precise,  same  nature;  all  of  them 

Erivate  transactions  between  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr. 
•ane.  Several  years  after  these  aoeoonts  were 
settled,  Mr.  Lane  died,  and  it  appears  that  his 
estate  is  in  arrears  to  the  United  States.  It  is 
now  contended  that  because  Lane  received  pubtie 
money,  that,  therefore,  the  money  he  paid  for  Mr. 
Monroe  on  his  private  account,  nrast  be  presomcd 
to  have  been  paid  with  the  public  money,  and  that 
Mr.  Monroe  knew  it,  and  must  pay'  back  the 
money  to  the  United  States,  although  he  has 
fairly  and  honestly  accounted  for  it  to  Mr.  Laoe. 
Who  ever  heard  of  such  an  unjust,  illiberal,  aaJ 
unjustifiable  attack? 

As  regaids  the  charge  about  the  fonitore  of  the 
President  taken  for  the  United  Slates  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Public  Buildings,  the  pro- 
ceedings in  that  ease  can  show  the  accusa(io&  of 
tadsomcy,  inMitacff^  made  by  the  geatlcnsD,  to 
be  incorrect  There  was  no  furniture  when  Mr. 
Monroe  went  into  the  President's  House,  fit  for 
its  use.  Mr.  Lane  proposed  to  purchase  sob* 
valuable  furniture  that  had  been  sent  from  Fraace 
to  Mr.  Monroe.  Mr.  Monroe  agreed  to  let  the 
United  States  have  it  on  condition  that  he  might 
re-take  it  when  he  went  out  of  office,  upon  repay- 
ing the  money  he  received  for  it.  To  this  »eet 
a  written  agreement  was  made,  and  is  on  file* 
The  furniture  was  then  valued  by  two  highlj  ^^ 
speetable  gtotlemen,  (Oeneial  Van  NeaS}  of  the 
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citf,  and  Geoeral  Mason,  of  Georgetown,)  assist- 
ed by  two  mechanics,  judges  of  ics  qoality,  and, 
after  estimation  made,  it  will  be  seen,  by  Mr. 
Lane's  letter,  that  the  President  sold  it  for  twenty- 
Sre  per  cent,  less  than  similar  furniture  could  oe 
porcbased  for.  -  All  these  facts  were  shown  in  the 
»>mmittee2  and  why  did  not  the  gentleman,  (Mr. 
DocKE,)  if  he  is  actuated  by  no  other  motive  than 
impartial  justice,  state  them  to  the  House?  Mr. 
B.  then  observed  that  tliere  was  something  wrong 
n  this  business.  He  would  not  indulge  in  obser- 
rattons  which  this  attack  might  justify.  The 
)bject  of  it  occupied  too  elevated  a  stand,  was 
foo  well  known  to  his  country,  and  had  served 
ler  too  faithfully  in  every  situation  to  which  he 
)ad  been  called,  to  be  reached  by  any  ungenerous 
illusions,  whether  made  in  the  discharge  of  a 
Miblic  doty,  or  to  gratify  other  views.  From  this 
tatement,  the  House  will  perceive,  Mr.  B.  con- 
in  ued,  that  the  committee  acted  correctly  in  not 
Qterfering  with  the  private  concerns  between  Mr. 
Lane  and .  the  President.  He  then  showed  that 
be  subjects  submitted  to  the  Committee  had  been 
)roperly  considered,  and  that  the  report  was  as 
all  as  it  could  be  made. 

Mr.  B.  coDcluded  by  deprecating  a  false  im- 
ffeti&ioD  produced  by  the  observations  of  the  gen- 
leman  from  Tennessee,  injurious  to  the  President, 
vhose  conduct  he  indicated  as  not  only  pure  and 
lonest,  but  as  honorable,  in  a  high  degree ;  and 
expressed  his  hope  that  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
nan,  (Mr.  Cocke,)  would  be  rejected,  and  the 
report  of  the  conunittee  approved,  and,  by  its  ap- 
)roTaJ,  an  expression  miffht  be  given  to  the  con- 
luct  of  the  President.  He  wished  it  so  to  be 
lonsidered. 

Mr.  Mbhcer,  of  Virginia,  followed  Mr.  B.,  and 
expressed  his  unfeign^  regret  at  the  course  pur- 
eed by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  He  al- 
aded  to  the  personal  intimacy  he  had  enjoyed 
ind  esteem  he  had  felt  for  Mr.  Monroe  from  his 
nyhood ;  uttered  his  scorn  at  the  style  of  insinua- 
ion  in  which  a  private  account  had  been  exam- 
ned  on  this  floor,  which  was  wholly  of  a  private 
!baiaeter,  and  which  it  would  degrade  the  House 
0  meddle  with.  He  went  into  a  detailed  state- 
neat  of  the  conduct  of  the  President  in  relation 
^  the  expenditures  for  his  family  use  and  for  the 
rornitore  of  the  President's  house,  and  closed  with 
moring  that  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
CocKB,  lie  on  the  table.  But  this  motion  he 
iritbdrew,  to  give  an  opportunity  for  reply. 

Mr.  Cooks  rose  in  reply,  and  explained  some 
>f  the  observations  he  nad  before  made— went 
Qto  a  further  examination  of  the  account  of  the 
ate  Colonel  Lan^e,  and  of  his  transactions  with 
be  President,  and  persisted  in  maintaining  that 
he  report  ou^ht  to  have  gone  farther  than  it  did, 
n  the  investigation  of  these  particulars. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  it 
?as  due  neither  to  the  character  of  the  distin- 
guished individual  concerned,  nor  to  the  duty  and 
lignity  of  the  House,  to  reply  to  the  observations 
ust  made.  He  observed  that,  when  the  Chief 
Magistrate  now  in  office  should  retire,  he  would 
ttire  poor,  and  that  nomait  would  have  it  in  his 


power  to  detect  the  public  money  in  his  hand,  and 
that  it  would  be  found  that  that  officer  had  acted 
in  the  affair  adverted  to,  and  all  others  of  a 
pecuniary  nature,  not  only  with  purity,  but  with 
liberality. 

Mr.  Kremer,  of  Pennsylvania,  expressed  his 
hope  that  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table  would  never  be  renewed :  that  the  investi- 
gation should  be  made  and  fairly  met,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  douse  expressed  by  yeas  and  nays, 
that  it  might  be  seen  who  they  were  who  had 
assailed  a  man  grown  gray  with  honor  in  his 
country's  service. 

Mr.  Merger  rose  to  explain  why  he  should  not 
renew  the  motion  he  had  made,  to  lay  tlie  subjeot 
on  the  table.  He  stated  what  had  been  done  in 
the  select  committee,  and  ur^ed  the  unreasonable- 
ness and  impracticability  of  endeavoring  to  ob- 
tain, in  the  few  remaining  days  of  the  session}  in- 
formation which  nine  weeks  had  been  insufficient 
time  to  procure.  He  concurred  with  his  col- 
league, hn  the  opinion  that  the  President,  instead 
of  having  appropriated  improperly  any  part  of  the 
public  money,  was,  and  would  be  found,  a  credi- 
tor, rather  than  a  debtor  of  the  nation.  He  gave 
a  testimony  to  the  purity  and  honor  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's private  character,  and  expressed  a  hope  that, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  the  House  would  mark  its  sen- 
timents of  what  had  passed  in  relation  to  this 
subiect. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Ross  expressed  a  determination  to  vote  for 
the  recommitment.  He  entertained  the  highest 
respect  for  the  Chief  Magistrate,  but  thought,  on 
the  principles  of  a  republican  government,  that 
officer,  as  well  as  any  other,  should  be  held  to  a 
strict  account  for  public  moneys  intrusted  to  his 
hands.  He  should  not  feel  any  jg^reater  delicacy 
from  the  fact  of  his  being  a  Virginian,  (wbicn 
had  been  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Stevenson,)  than  if 
he  was  from  Ohio,  or  Michigan,  dbc..  and  he 
thought  the  investigation  was  due  to  tne  Presi- 
dent nimself. 

Mr.  Stevenson  explained.  In  alluding  to  Mr. 
Monroe's  being  a  Virginian,  he  only  meant  to 
state  one  of  the  reasons  why  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
vindicate  his  good  name. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  expressed  his 
surprise  at  the  course  of  the  debate.  The  evi- 
dence on  which  the  grovelling  and  unworthy 
charge  of  peculation  was  now  attempted  to  be 
brought  against  the  first  officer  of  the  Republic 
had  been  in  the  possession  of  a  committee  of  this 
House  ever  since  last  Winter.  He  expressed  a 
high  sentiment  of  respect  for  the  character  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  thought  that  he  was  the  very  last 

{person  against  whom  the  charge  of  an  avaricious 
ove  of  money,  and  base  collusion  with  a  subor- 
dinate officer,  would  ever  be  brought,  or  could 
ever  be  substantiated.  He  trusted  this  House,  at 
this  late  period,  would  not  enter  into  another  in- 
vestigation, probably  of  groundless  charges. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  rose,  and  stated  that  since 
there  seemed  much  objection  to  the  motion,  in 
pK>int  of  time,  he  would  consent  to  withdraw  it 
till  the  next  session. 
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The  question  then  recurring  on  concurring 
with  the  committee  in  the  resolution  reported  by 
them — 

Mr.  Hamiltoti,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  and 
wished  distinctly  to  understand  whether  or  not 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  meant  ,to  charge 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Union  with  an  em- 
bezzlement of  the  public  money.  If  he  did,  it 
was  proper  that  that  gentleman  should  remem- 
ber, that  it  was  due  to  this  House  and  to  this 
nation  that  an  accuser,  bringing  such  a  charge, 
should  be  himself  without  suspicion.  That  gen- 
tleman could  appreciate  the  efiect  of  injurious 
charges  on  the  reputation  of  persons  holding  dis- 
tinguished stations,  having  been  himself  the  sub- 
ject of  them — 

[Here  Mr.  Little  called  the  gentleman  to 
order.] 

The  Chair  pronounced  him  to  be  not  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Hamilton  proceeded,  and  observed  that, 
in  certain  public  prints  of  this  city,  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  had  been  openly  charged 
with  fraudulent  conduct — 

[Here  Mr.  Speaker  pronounced  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton to  be  out  of  order.] 

Mr.  Poinsett,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  to  cor- 
roborate the  statements  made  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Virginia,  and  was  proceeding  to  say  that 
he  had  seen  an  explanation  of  these  transactions 
the  most  satisfactory  and  honorable  to  the  Presi- 
dent, when 

Mr.  Speaker  asked  him  to  give  way  to  allow 
Mr.  H.  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Hamilton  then  resumed,  and  expressed 
his  reprobation  of  the  course  pursued  in  introduc- 
ing a  charge  of  this  magnitude  and  complexion 
at  such  a  period  of  the  session,  and  his  confidence 
in  the  unblemished  purity  of  the  character  now 
attempted  to  be  destroyed. 

Mr.  Brent  stated  that  the  delay  in  bringing 
forward  the  report  of  the  committee  was  to  be 
attributed  to  the  chairman  alone,  (Mr.  Cocke,) 
and  stated  certain  facts  in  relation  to  the  course 
of  the  committee's  proceedings. 

Mr.  Cocke  rose  in  reply,  and  denied  that  he  bad 
ever  been  absent  from  the  committee's  meetings. 
His  sole  object  was  to  have  a  full  and  fair  inves- 
tigation, dec.  With  respect  to  himself,  he  admit- 
ted that  insinuations  had  been  bruugiit  forward 
against  him  in  a  certain  print,  and  at  a  proper  time 
he  meant  to  notice  them,  and  to  explain  the  facts 
to  which  they  had  reference.  He  declared  his 
determination  to  persevere  in  doing  his  duty  to 
the  people  in  this  House,  whatever  feeling  it 
might  excite  in  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen  to- 
wards him. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  then  rose  and  ob- 
served^ that,  having  been  three  years  since  on  a 
committee  to  whom  these  accounts  had  been  sub^ 
mitted,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  testify  to  the 
vigilance,  integrity,  and  perseverance  in  his  duty 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee — 
whom  be  commended  for  probing  radically  every 
rotten  part  of  the  public  expenditure.  He  thought 
that  gentleman  had,  on  the  present  occasion,  done 


himself  immortal  honor,  by  breasting  the  stora 
in  this  House. 

Mr.  Vinton,  of  Ohio,  asked  an  explanatioo  of 
Mr.  Cocke,  which  be  gave ;  when, 

Mr.  Bartlett,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
lay  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  taUe. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  lo  the 
negative — ayes  77,  noes  89. 

The  resolution  having  been  again  read— 

Mr*  Fobstth,  of  Greorgta,  rose  and  said,  that, 
approving  the  resolution,  he  should  vote  for  it, 
but  he  protested  against  any  conclusion  beiog 
drawn  from  that  vote  as  to  the  matter  which  htd 
been  discussed  that  morning.  In  making  this 
protestation,  he  did  not  intend  to  sanction  the 
statements  or  opinions  of 'the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cocke.)  All  he  meant  was,  that 
he  gave  no  vote  upon  a  question  which  had  not 
been  examined. 

The  Speaker  suggested  the  propriety  of  dis- 
pensing with  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  resolation ; 
there  seemed  to  be  no  opposition  to  it ;  but,  Mr. 
Mercer,  who  had  moved  for  their  being  ukeo, 
contiouinff  to  insist  upon  them,  they  were  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Cobb  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, made  in  substance  a  similar  protest  to  that 
of  Mr.  Forsyth. 

When  the  question  on  concurring  with  the  s6 
lect  committee,  in  the  resolution  reported  by  tbeia 
to  the  House,  was  decided  by  yems,  unanimoasif, 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  183,  nays  none. 

So  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 


Frioay,  May  14. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pob- 
lic  Landsj  to  whom  a  petition  was  referred  oa 
the  33d  of  March,  upon  the  subject,  reported  a 
bill  granting  to  the  Corporation  of  Toactloosa, 
ceruin  lots,  and  privileges  over  the  reservatioas 
and  commons,  in  said  town;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  (he 
Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  oa  Com- 
merce, to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Lenox,  Wil- 
liam Maitland,  G.  B.  Abeel,  Gulian  Ludlow,aBd 
Hector  Scott;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  eomma- 
nication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  cov- 
ering a  report,  and  statement  of  balances  due  hf 
receivers  of  public  money,  on  account  of  sales  of 
public  lands,  against  whom  suits  have  been  insti- 
tuted ;  which  communication  was  read,  and  Uid 
upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachiisetu,it 
was 

lUiUvedf  That,  from  and  after  the  comoeB^^ 
ment  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  there  he 
allowed  to  the  Postmaster  of  this  House  four  dol- 
lars per  day,  during  the  sessions;  and  that  the 
Committee  of  Accounts  be  authorized  to  fflue 
him  such  further  allowance  for  serviees  rendered, 
as  such  Postmaster,  during  the  receasof  CoogreS) 
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as tbejr  shall  thiok  reasoaable  and  just;  and  that 
titesamebepaid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  Hoase. 

fiogrossed  bilU  of  the  following  tides,  riz  : 

Ao  act  to  revive  and  extend  the  term  of  certain 
peosioDs,  which  have  expired  by  limitation ; 

Ao  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  letters  patent 
to  Nathaniel  Sylvester; 

An  act  enabling  the  claimants  to  lands  within 
tlie  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the 
validity  of  their  claims ; 

Ad  act  providing  for  the  disposition  of  three 
sereral  tracts  of  land  in  Tuscarawas  county,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  for  other  purposes ;  were 
respectively  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  WBBSTEa,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  further 
to  amend  the  judiciary  system  of  the  United 
States.  The  bill  was  amended  by  substituting 
^  third  Monday  of  January  for  the  first  Monday 
of  JaDoarjr,  as  the  day  of  commencing  the  Win- 
ter term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  (the  court  at 
jvneot  meets  on  the  first  Monday  of  February.) 

Mr.  W.,  despairing  of  (^ttinf  through  a  dis- 
cQskioQ  of  the  whole  provisions  of  the  bill,  moved 
to  strike  out  all  after  the  first  section ;  but,  at  the 
(tiggestionofMr.  Bbent,  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee rise,  (with  the  understanding  that  a  sepa- 
rate bill  be  reported  to  cover  the  object  in  the  first 
^tion  of  this  bill ;)  the  Committee  then  rose,  and 
bad  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  LiviNOBTOif  moved  to  postpone  the  orders 
of  the  day  to  take  up  the  bill  for  employing  Mr. 
Pale  to  paint  an  equestrian  statue  ot  Wabbing- 
Toa.   The  motion  was  lost. 

A  similar  motion  in  favor  of  some  other  bills 
^  tiso  lost ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MoLane, 
^HoQse  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
OB  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the 
H  second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  sections  of  the 
act  further  to  provide  for  collecting  duties  on  ira- 
porutod  tonnage ;  which  was  slightly  amended, 
ud  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  went 
mto  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  <4o 
ivthortze  the  building  of  lighthouses,  light-ves- 
^aod  beacons,  therein  mentioned,  and  (or  other 
P^HK^ses.'^  Several  amendments  were  proposed 
^  agreed  to.  Some  discussion  arose  on  the  lo- 
^00  of  a  lighthouse  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake 
^,  fur  which  two  different  positions  were  pro- 
P^— the  Committee  preferring  the  mouth  of 
^d  river,  and  Mr.  WitiGirr  offering  a  resolu- 
^00  iQ  favor  of  a  point  between  Erie  and  San- 
«»«)r  bay.  Mr.  Whittlesey  having  explained 
[i|efaets,  the  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the 
«>»ljreporicd  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Beecbbr  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  ameod- 
gent  00  the  table.  The  motion  was  lost.  The 
^OQse  coneurred  in  the  amendment,  when  the 
m\m  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to 
toinorrow. 

.  ^^fCommittee  of  the  whole  House  to  which 
f^H  been  committed,  respectively,  the  bill  grant- 
H  dooaiions  of  land  to  certain  actual  settlers  in 


the  Territory  of  Florida ;  and  the  bill  providing 
for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  seat  of  government  in 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes, 
were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
said  bills. 

OCCUPYING  CLAIMANT  LAWS. 

The  resolutions  some  time  since  offered  by  Mr. 
Letcher  fin  relation  to  decisions  by  the  Supreme 

Court  of  the  United  States)  were  taken  up aves 

80,  noes  48.  *^' 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  those 
resolutions,  which  are  as  follow : 

*'  Retohed,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law, 
rehiring,  in  any  cause  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  which  shall  be  drawn  in  question  the  validity  of 
any  part  of  the  oonstitotion  of  a  State,  or  of  any  act 

passed  by  the  Legislature  of  a  State,  that justices 

shall  concur  in  pronouncing  snch  part  of  the  said  con- 
stitution or  act  to  be  invalid^  and  that  without  the  con- 
currence of  that  nnmber  of  said  justices  the  part  of 
the  constitution  or  act  of  the  Legislature  (as  the  case 
may  be)  so  drawn  in  question  shall  not  be  deemed  or 
holden  invalid. 

**Re$olvS,  That  the  justices  aforesaid,  in  pronounc« 
ing  their  judgment  in  any  such  cause,  as  aforesaid, 
ought  to  (be  required  by  law  to  give  their  opinions,  with 
their  respective  reasons  therefor,  separately  and  dis- 
tinctly, if  the  judgment  of  the  court  be  against  the 
validity  of  the  part  of  the  constitution  or  act  drawn  in 
question,  as  aforesaid. 

**Rem)hed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill,  in  conformity  to  the  pre- 
ceding resolutions.'' 

Mr.  Webster  moved  to  amend  the  first  resolu- 
tion by  stnking  out  ail  after  the  word  Remdvedy 
and  inserting — 

**That  provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  that  in 
all  suits  now  pending,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  pend- 
ing, in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Sutes,  where 
is  drawn*  in  question  the  validity  of  any  treaty  or 
ststute  of  the  United  States,  or  where  is  drawn  in 
question  the  validity  of  any  statute  of  a  State,  or  the 
constitution  thereof  or  of  any  authority  exercised 
under  any  State,  on  the  ground  of  repugnancy  to  the 
constitution,  treaties,  or  laws,  of  the  United  States,-— 
no  judgment  shall  be  pronounced  or  rendered  until  a 
majori^  of  ail  the  justices  of  said  court,  legally  com- 
petent to  sit  in  the  cause,  shall  concur  in  the  optnioa 
either  in  iavor  of  or  against  the  validity  thereof;  and, 
until  such  oonenrreaoe,  such  suit  shall  be  continued 
under  ad viaement:  Prooided,  htmever^  That  said  oourt 
should  not,  by  such  provision,   be  prevented  from 
rendering  judgment  in  any  such  suit,  when  it  should 
be  of  opinion  that  the  final  adjudication  of  the  merits 
thereof  did  not  require  the  decision  of  such  continu* 
ance  or  legal  question  as  aforesaid." 

The  Chair  decided  this  amendment  to  be  out 
of  order,  as  there  was  another  amendment  pend- 
ing 


Mr.  FoasYTH,  who  had  offered  this  amendment, 
withdrew  it,  to  allow  discussion  on  that  presented 
by  the  eentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Ulay  spoke  in  opoosition  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  in  defence  of  tne  resolution  as  offered 
by  Mr.  Letcher.    He  objected  to  that  part  of  tlie 
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amendment  which  prescribes  that  a  majority  of 
the  judges,  "competent"  to  decide,  shall  be  re- 
quired— there  bein^  no  umpire  to  decide  upon  their 
competency  $  and  if  two  declined,  a  majority  will 
be  only  three  iudges.  He  thought  that  when  four 
judges  should  be  found  on  one  side  and  three  on 
the  other,  the  united  decisions  of  the  State  Legis- 
lature and  State  Judiciary,  together  with  the  three 
Supreme  Court  judges,  would  outweig^h  the  judg 
ment  of  the  remainmg  four.  He  insisted  on  the 
equity  and  policy  of  requiring  five  judges  to  con- 
cur when  the  whole  authority  of  one  or  of  many 
States  was  to  be  set  aside.  He  adduced  the  case 
of  the  bankrupt  laws,  passed  by  a  majority  of  all 
the  States,  as  an  illustration  of  the  position.  He 
thought  that  no  danger  could  arise  from  such  ao 
arrangement  to  the  interest  of  the  General  (Govern- 
ment. It  would  soothe  the  States  whose  laws  were 
set  aside,  and  conciliate  the  confidence  of  all  par- 
ties concerned. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babbour  met  the  objection  made  to 
the  reaolution  of  Mr.  Letchbb,  that,  if  it  prerailed, 
a  minority  might  control  a  majority,  by  refusing 
to  concur  in  their  decision.  This,  he  said,  was 
no  more,  but  much  less,  than  happene<Levery  day 
in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  jury,  where^ne  man's 
refusal  controlled  the  decision  of  eleven  men. 

Mr.  Webstbr  spoke  in  reply,  and  stated  a  dif- 
ference in  these  two  cases,  since,  in  the  one,  a  mi- 
nority did  virtually  give  a  decision,  (because  the 
court  must  decide,  one  way  or  the  other,)  whereas, 
in  the  other,  the  refusal  prevented  a  verdict,  and 
no  decision  was  ^iven  on  either  side.  He  went 
into  the  general  principles  on  which  the  Supreme 
Court  was  erected,  by  the  Constitution,  as  a  safe- 
guard to  the  General  Government  against  the 
State  Governments,  when  disposed  to  violate  the 
Constitution.  He  maintained  that  no  greater 
number  should  be  required  when  a  State  was  a 

girty,  than  when  an  individual,  claiming  under  a 
tate  law,  was  a  party — because  the  authority  of 
the  State  was  involved  in  its  laws.  He  stated  the 
improbability  that  all  the  seven  judges  should,  in 
each  case,  attend ;  and,  if  one  judge  should  be  in- 
Yolved  in  the  question,  five  only  would  be  left.  If 
this  resolution  passed,  not  even  four  out  of  these 
fire,  couid  decide.  He  referred  to  the  late  case  of 
the  sleamboat  mmopoly.  la  that  casa  one  judge 
was  absent,  and  if  it  had  happened,  as  it  might, 
that  another  was  iodiapoeed,  or  interested  in  the 

J|Ucstion,  so  as  to  leave  a  courtof  five  judges  only, 
our  out  of  the  five  would  not  have  been  compe- 
tent to  proBoanee  a  decision,  if  the  provision  of 
Mr.  Letcbbr'b  resolution  had  been  law.  It  was  a 
fair  presumption,  that  State  judges  would  lean 
toward  the  authority  of  their  own  State.  A  mere 
majjority  of  those  judges  could  decide  against  the 
United  States,  bat  now,  more  than  a  majority 
was  to  be  reauired  to  decide  against  a  State.  This 
was  unequal.  The  very  caseof  the  bankrupt  laws, 

Juoted  by  gentlemen,  furnished  a  strong  instance. 
le  protested  against  a  greater  number  being  re- 
quired to  decide  a  cause  one  way  than  the  other. 
He  passed  a  eulogy  on  the  Supreme  Cqurt  as  a 
tribunal.  Its  whole  weight  with  the  community 
rested  on  the  strength  of  the  reasons  it  l^ooght  for 


its  decisions.  He  adverted  to  the  encomiam  pro- 
nounced on  a  great  jud^ e  in  New  York,  (Chan- 
cellor Kent,)  and  subscribed  to  it  with  the  most 
entire  assent,  and  he  quoted  from  an  introductory 
lecture  lately  delivered  by  that  jurist  a  Tery  de- 
cided testimony  to  the  distinguished  character  of 
the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Clay  replied — and  while  he  subscribed  to  a 
very  high  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  he  eoold 
not  acknowledge  that  the  moment  a  man  was  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  that  court,  he  became  exalted 
above  his  whole  species  in  intellect  and  Tirtoe. 
He  spoke  of  their  power  practically  to  make  the 
Constitution^  by  giving,  authoritatively*  their  in- 
terpretation of  it.  He  warned  the  country  of  the 
consolidating  infinence  of  this  power,  and  main- 
tained the  necessity  of  guarding  the  State  tribu- 
nals. The  Supreme  Court  was  virtnaliy  an  mn- 
pire  between  the  General  Government  and  the 
States — ^its  appointoaent  was  by  one  oi  these  two 
parties,  and  its  bias  mi^t  be  expected  to  be  to- 
wards that  party  on  which  every  member  of  the 
tribunal  was  dependent. 

On  the  subject  of  the  attendance  of  jadges,  be 
had  attended  sixteen  or  se^renteea  terms,  and  had 
never  witnessed  more  than  two^  at  the  most  three, 
where  a  full  court  was  not  present.  In  the  steam- 
boat case,  he  asked  whether,  had  four  Supreme 
Court  judges  decided  aaainst  three,  the  opinion  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  mw  York ;  of  Judge  Keai, 
(than  whom  there  was  not  more,  at  the  utmost, 
than  one  greater  jurist  on  the  bench  of  the  Somne 
Court,)  and  of  the  Court  of  Errors  of  that  SUte, 
added  to  the  opinion  of  three  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  ought  not  to  outweigh  the  opinioas 
of  four  Supreme  Court  judges  ? 

In  reference  to  the  argument  respeetiag  a  jury, 
he  observed,  that  the  want  of  a  verdict,  when  all 
did  not  agree,  was  not  owing  to  the  mere  declara- 
tion of  law,  but  to  the  reason  of  the  case,  on  which 
tfatt  law  was  founded.  He  viewed  the  amendment 
of  the  gcmdeman  from  Massaehoaetts  as  worse 
than  noSiing  in  the  case^  and  he  eoneliided  by  ex- 
pressing an  earnest  hope  that  it  woald  not  be 
adopted. 

The  debate  was  farther  continued  by  Mr.  Brcx- 
11  aa,  who  spoke  in  onposition  to  the  amendment ; 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mbtcalfs,  the  CoaDonit- 
tee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit*again. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  Committee  of  Maaufiietures  repotted  the 
bill  from  the  Senaie,  **  to  amend  the  several  acts 
laying  duties  on  imports,''  recommendiog  thecoa- 
currenee  of  the  Hoose  in  the  amendments  made 
to  it  by  the  Senate,  with  certain  exeeptioaa  The 
bill  and  amendments  were  referred  to  a  Comaui- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  FonaTTH  moved  to  print  the  committee's 
report.  The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Too 
and  TATLoa ;  when  it  was  superseded  by  a  mo- 
tion to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  open  the 
bill. 

The  yeas  and  nava  being  required  on  this  ques- 
tion, it  was  decided  in  the  aflEirmatif9-.yea8  110, 
nays  7d|  as  follows : 
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YiAi — Meam.  Adams,  Allan  of  Mattaclraaatta,  Al* 
00,  B%yhfp  Barber  of  CouMcticalt  Baitlajr,  Baach* 
,  Bradlajr,  Bsown,  Bucbanau,  Buck,  Buckner,  Cady, 
impbell  of  Ohio,  Caucdy,  Clark,  CoUlna,  Condict, 
wk,  CrafU,  Craig,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy, 
twarda  of  PennaylTania,  Edwarda  of  North  Carolina, 
irrelly,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticat,  Foota  of  New 
>rk,  Forward,  Garriaon,  Harria,  Harvey,  Hayward, 
emphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Ingham, 
ickfl,  Jennings,  Johnaon  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  John- 
B,  F.  Johnaon,  Kent,  Kiddei^'  Kremer,  Lawrence, 
(tcber,  Little,  McArthnr,  McKean,  McLane  of  Del- 
pare,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Martin- 
Je,  Manrin,  Matlack,  Mitoon,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of 
esMylrania,  MttcMl  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken* 
eky,  PaMaraoo  6f  PaonayWania,  Pattenon  of  Ohio, 
ismer  of  PennaylTania,  Prince,  Ricbarda,  Rieb,  Roaa, 
ott,  dauodaiB^  Saadlbrd,  dharpa,  Sloane,  William 
nitb,  Spaoea,  Stnndaler,  Starling,  Stawart,  Stoddard, 
ironf ,  Swan,  Taylor,  Teat,  Thompaon  of  Kaniaeky» 
0(1,  Tomlinaon, Tracy,  Tfiflabla,Tyaon,UdMa,  Vance 
Ohio.  Van  Wyek«  Vinton.  Wayne,  Whipple,  Wbil^ 
ID,  WbitUeaey,  White,  Wickliffe,  Wiltiamaaf  New 
ork,  James  Wilaon,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Wooda, 
id  Wrightr-110. 

Nats — Maaara.  Abbot,  Alaxaader  of  Virginiai  Al- 
ii of  Tenneaaee,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Bar- 
oar,  Bartlett,  Breck,  Brant,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cam- 
releng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary, 
!obb,  Conner,  Crowninsbield,  Culpeper,  Cuahman, 
)uthbcrt.  Day,  Dwinell,  Foraytb,  Frost,  Gatlin,  Giat, 
lotan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Hayden.  Herrick,  Hobart, 
looks,  Lee,  Lincoln,  Livermore,  Livingston,  Locke, 
'Ong,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  Man- 
;qib,  Mercer,  Naate,  Nelaon,  Newton,  Owen,  Plumer 
f  New  Hampshire,  Poinaett,  Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
ieott,  Sibley,  Arlhur  Smith,  AleianderSmy  th,  Speight, 
i.  Stevenaen,  J.  Stephenaon,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
i'bompson  of  Oeoigia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
^aoea  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Webater,  Wil- 
aaii  of  Vixginie,  Williana  of  North  Carolina,  and 
Vilson  of  South  Carolina— 73. 

The  House,  accordingly,  went  into  Committee 
)Ttbe  Whole  on  the  attte  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Tat- 
•ot  in  the  Chnir. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  were 
boat  to  be  read  by  the  Clerk,  when  an  inquiry 
vasmade  whether  those  amendments  could  be 
>rnent,  when  they  had  been  ordered  to  be  printed  1 
3n  this  subject  a  desultory  conversation  arose,  in 
whi(h  much  excitefaient  was  evinced.    Messrs. 

CCTBBERT,  WSBSTBR,   A.  8tEV£N80N,  CaMBRE- 

t'ENo,  Mbtcalpb,  McDdffib,  Clat,  Tod,  and 
Hamilton,  took  part  in  this  conversation.  When 
lie  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  all  read — 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  thinking  it  due  to  the 
Souse  that  it  should  hare  the  amendments  before 
t  io  a  printed  form,  and  having  ascertained  that 
nis  could  be  effected  by  to-morrow  morning, 
noved  that  the  Committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  carried — ayes  97,  noes  91. 

Mr.  Campbbll  moved  for  printing  the  bill  and 
laeodmeata ;  on  which  a  desultory  debate  took 
ikce  between  Messrs.  Campbbll,  Foot  of  Con- 
lecticut,  McAbtbur,  RAXiKiiCt  Wright,  Kabul- 
^^j  Tatlm,  and  Claau;  and  it  waa  finally 
Mdered. 


SATunnAT,  May  15; 

Mr.  Harvey,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  actea- 
tablishing  naval  hospitals."  reported  the  same 
with  an  amendment,  and  tne  bill  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ViMTOif ,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
the  Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  upon 
the  subject  of  the  lands  set  apart  for  the  purposes 
of  public  schools,  made  a  report  thereon,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislature  of 
said  State  to  sell  and  convev  certain  tracts  of 
land,  granted  to  said  State  ^r  the  use  thereof; 
which  oill  was  r^d  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Stetbiibok, 

JUtoived,  That  the  Clerk  of  thig  House  be  directed 
to  cauae  to  be  prepared  a  general  index  to  the  lateet 
edition  of  the  lawa  of  the  United  SUtea,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  preaent  form  of  Government, 
aa  well  aa  the  treatiea  with  foreign  nationa  and  the 
Indian  tribea ;  in  which  ahall  be  apactfied  the  year  in 
which  each  law  or  treaty  waa  paaaed  or  concluded, 
aa  well  aa  the  volume,  and  page  of  the  volume,  in 
which  it  will  be  found ;  and  to  cauae  the  said  index 
to  be  printed,  and  a  copy  thereof,  in  a  bound  form,  to 
be  delivered  to  each  member  of  Congreaa,  at  the  next 
acasion. 

Orderedj  That  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force,  the  first,  second, 
third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  seventh  sections  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed 
the  3d  of  March,  181o;  be  postponed  until  Monr 
day  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Housa 
that  they  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  :  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Samuel  Mims, 
deceased,  with  an  amendment ;  in  which  the  Sen- 
ate ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Sea- 
ate  hare  also  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles, 
vit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Rowland, 
of  New  York ;  an  act  to  permit  Anna  Dubord  to 
bring  certain  slaves  into  the  State  of  Louisiana ; 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
John  Donnelson,  Stephen  Hurd,  and  others ;  an 
act  authorizinff  an  examination  and  surrey  of  the 
harbor  of  Charieston,  in  South  Carolina ;  of  Saint 
Mary's,  in  Georgia ;  and  of  the  coast  of  Florida, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  in  which  four  bills  last 
mentioned,  thef  ask  the  concorrence  of  this 
House. 

THE  TAKirr  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  took  into  consideration  the  bill  foe 
amending  the  several  acts  laving  duties  on  im- 
ports, with  the  Senate's  amendments  thereto. 

The  first  amendment  having  been  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

•*  Firat  On  Ruaaia,  Hollanda,  and  Havana  duck, 
oaaabnrga,  biirln|ia,  and  tickienbnrga,  a  duty  of  fifteen 
per  oantnm  ad  valoi 
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Mr.  Too  moved  to  strike  oal  "Russia,  Hol- 
lands, and  Ravens,"  and  insert  ''sail,"  so  as  to 
read  "  on  sail  duck." 

This  amendment  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Kim,  and  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  having  been  read,  as 
follows : 

**  Except  wortted^tnff  goods  and  blankets,  wbiefa 
•hall  pay  twentj-fire  per  centum  ad  valorem." 

It  was  agreed  to. 

The  third  amendment  having  been  read,  viz : 

To  strike  oat,  '*QDttl  the  thirteenth  Jnne,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six,  and  after 
that  time  a  duty  of  thirty-seTen  and  a  half  per  centum 
ad  valorem;"  and  insert,  '* Provided,  That,  on  aH 
manufactnrea  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be  a 
component  part,-  the  actual  Talne  of  which,  at  the 
place  whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  thirty-three 
and  a  third  cents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  charged 
with  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem" — 

Mr.  Too  opposed  this  amendment,  as  holding 
out  a  strong  temptation  to  the  importer  to  under- 
value his  goods,  (an  evil  already  complained  of.) 

Mr.  Webster  proposed  to  amend  this  proviso, 
by  making  a  distinction  in  the  |oods  to  which 
it  applies  between  those  made  m  this  country 
and  others — and  he  moved  the  following  amend- 
ments : 

First.  To  strike  out  the  words,  «  or  of  which  wool 
shall  be  a  component  part"  ' 

Second.  To  insert,  sfter  the  word,  <'  except  baisea 
and  flannels,"  so  ss  to  make  it  read,  ^' Prtmded^ 
That,  on  all  manufactures  of  wool,  except  baisea  and 
flannels,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place  whence 
imported,  shall  not  exceed  thirtj-three  and  a  third 
cents  per  square  yard,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty 
of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem." 

Mr.  Inqbam,  although  preferring  this  proposi- 
tion to  the  Senate's  amendment,  objected  to  it  as 
operating  against  an  important  manufacture  now 
much  and  increasingly  used  in  this  country  for 
negro  cloths,  and  which  was  made  of  woollen  and 
cottons. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was 
adopted. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  proviso,  as 
thus  amended,  a  desultory  deSate  arose  between 
Messrs.  Ingham,  Marvin,  Cambrkleng,  Poin- 
sett, Mallary,  Wright,  McDofpie,  Too,  A. 
Stevenson,  Cobb,  Sharpe,  Warfielo,  For- 
syth, Mercer,  Hamilton,  and  Webster,  in  re- 
lation to  the  fact  of  the  use  of  this  kind  of  mixed 
goods  for  negro  cloths,  their  relative  quality,  cheap- 
ness, and  warmth — in  comparison  to  cloths  made 
wholly  of  wool — the  probability  of  fraud  in  the 
invoices — the  exclusive  operation  of  the  tax  on 
the  Southern  States— the  effect  upon  the  health 
of  the  slaves,  dec. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  proviso,  as 
amended,  it  was  rejected— ayes  83,  noes  85. 

So  the  Committee  refused  to  insert  the  Senate's 
proviso  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

The  fourth  amendment,  which  is  to  strike  oat 
the  word  '<  silk  "  from  those  on  which  25  per  Genu 


ad  valorem  is  chaiged— -and  the  insertion  of  the 
following  words :  "  and  on  all  manufactures  of 
'  silk,  or  of  which  silk  shall  be  a  component  ma- 
'  terial,  coming  from  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
^  Hope,  a  duty  of  25  per  centum  ad  valorem,  on 
'  all  otner  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which  sfik 
'  shall  be  a  component  material,  25  per  centum  ad 

*  valorem  "  also, 

The  fifth  amendment,  which  is  to  decrease  the 
minimum  on  cottonj^oods  from  35  to  30  cents  per 
square  yard;  also, 

The  sixth  amendment,  which  is  to  atrike  oat 
only  so  much  of  the  prospective  duty  on  wcx>l  as 
increases  that  duty  by  an  annual  addition  of  5  per 
cent,  from  30  per  cenL  until  it  shall  reneh  50  per 
cenL;  also, 

The  eighth  amendment,  which  strikes  out  the 
duty  on  '^Venetian* "  carpeting ;  were  respectivelf 
agreed  to. 

The  ninth  amendment,  which  is  to  strike  oot 
'^  two  cents  per  pound,"  ns  the  daty  on  hemp,  and 
substitute  ^  thirty-five  dollars  per  ton,"  having 
been  read— 

Mr.  Too  moved  to  insert  before  the  words 
^  thirty-five  dollars,"  the  words  '<  at  the  rate  of," 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  tenth  amendment,  which  is  to  strike  out 
the  words  *^  On  flax  three  cents  per  pound,"  was 
agreed  to. 

The  eleventh  amendment,  is  to  strike  out  the 
following  clause :  "  On  cotton  bagging,  four  and  a 

*  half  cents  per  square  yard,  untu  the  30th  day  of 

*  June,  1825 ;  and,  afterwards,  a  duty  of  five  and 
'  a  half  cents  per  square  yard.'' 

Mr.  Clay  requested  a  division  of  the  question. 
It  was  divided  accordinglv ;  and,  the  question  first 
being  on  agreeing  to  strike  out  the  first  clause, 
viz :  "  On  cotton  baji^ing,  four  and  a  half  cents 
per  square  yard,"  it  was  negatived — ^yens  76^ 
nays  99. 

So  the  Committee  refused  to  concur  with  the 
Senate^s  amendment  to  the  first  part  of  this  clause. 

The  question  then  being  put  on  striking  ont 
the  remainder,  it  was  agreed  to  without  opposi- 
tion. 

The  twelfth  amendment,  which  is  to  change 
the  specific  duties  on  cutting  knives,  scythes,  sick- 
les,  reaping  hooks,  spades,  and  shovels  of  iron  or 
steel,  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  30  per  cent.; 

The  thirteenth  amendment,  which  changes  the 
specific  duty  on  iron  screws,  and  on  screws  of 
iron  for  wood,  called  wood  screws,  to  30  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem : 

The  fourteenth  amendment,  which  is  to  strike 
out  the  duty  on  frying-pans ; 

The  fifteenth,  changing  the  specific  duty  on 
vessels  of  copper,  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  35  per 
cent; 

The  sixteenth,  which  changes  the  specific  duty 
on  quills,  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  25  per  cent ; 

The  seventeenth,  which  changes  the  specific 
duty  on  slates  and  tiles  for.  building,  to  ad  an 
valorem  duty  of  25  per  cent ; 

The  eighteenth,  wnich  changes  the  specific  duty 
on  black  lead  pencils,  to  an  ad  valorem  duty  oi 
40  per  cent; 
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The  nioeteeiitb,  wfatdli  strike*  otit  ibe  daty  on 

tailoir; 
The  tweotietfa,  which  iaserts  a  daty  od  o«t5,  of 

tn  cents  per  bushel ; 
The  tweoty-first,  which  inserts  a  duty  on  pro- 

fldie  aod  other  shoes  or  slippers  of  stuff*  or  nan- 

keeo,  25  cents  ner  pair,  and  on  laced  boots  or 

twtees,  one  dollar  6fty  cents  per  pair ; 

The  twenty-second,  which  strikes  out  the  duty 
oapepper,  pimento,  cassia,  cocoa ; 

The  twenty-third,  which  inserts  a  duty  on  gin- 
ger of  two  cents  per  pound  ; 

The  twenty-fourth,  which  strikes  out  the  duty  on 
iilbeftS)  pine  apples,  oranges,  lemons,  and  limes ; 

The  twentv-fifth,  which  inserts  the  "  highest 
rate  of  duties  "  in  place  of  the  word  "f«aie,"  on 
ill  window  glass,  imported  in  plates,  uncut ; 

The  twenty-sixth,  which  strikes  out  the  duty  on 
glUs  betds ; 

The  twenty-aeTenth,  which  inserts  in  the  clause 
iifing  a  duty  on  books  the  following ;  ^  except 
'  boob  printed  in  Latin  or  Greek  ;  on  all  boolts 
'prioted  in  Latin  or  Qreek,  when  bound,  fifteen 

oeots  per  pound ;  when  not  bound^  thirteen  cents 
'per  pound; 

The  twenty-eighth,  and  twenty-ninth,  which 
ndoee  the  duty  on  other  books,  when  bound,  from 
37  to  30  cents  per  pound,  and,  when  in  sheets  or 
nards,  from  33  to  26  cents  per  pound ; 

The  thirtieth,  which  changes  18^  per  cent,  ad 
ulorem  to  7^  per  cent*  ad  ralorem,  at  the  rate 
BOW  piid,  on  which  an  additional  duty  of  12^  per 
KDL  is  to  be  laid,  and  adding  certain  words,  so  as 
|o  make  the  whole  clause  read  :  <*  A  duty  of  12^ 
|pereentum  ad  raJorem  on  all  articles  not  herein 

H^ified,  and  now  payinjg  a  duty  of '  seven  '  and 

a  half  ner  centum  ad  vabrem ;  *  with  the  ezcep- 

fioQ  of  patent  adhesire  felt,  for  covering  ships' 
'bottoms,  which  shall  be  admitted  free  of  duty, 

natil  June  30th,  1826;'" 

Aod  the  thirty-first,  which  strikes  out  the  duty 
0&  all  foreign  distilled  spirits:  were  respectively 
agreed  to.  r-  / 

The  thirty-second  amendment,  which  is  to 
i^e  oat  the  4th  section  of  the  bill  being  read-* 

Mr.  Webbtsr  moved  to  concur  in  so  much  of 
^<^(  Senate's  amendment  as  strikes  out  the  allow- 
aoce  of  drawback  ^  on  nankeens,"  and  the  words 

imported  in  American  vessels  from  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope."    Agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing  to 
^  cot  the  residue  of  the  4th  section — 

Hears.  Clat,  TouLiNaoN,  and  Rich,  advo- 
cated striking  out  the  whole  section,  not  on  its 
l^uiciple,  hot  as  objecting  to  a  disagreement  with 
^  Senate  on  a  matter  of  this  kind— «nd.  also, 
JPpreheodinc  frauds  on  the  revenue.  Messrs. 
^oiMSBTT,  LivxNQSToii,  MEaoBR,  and  Cahbrb* 
^^i  opposed  the  striking  out. 

The  qaestion  on  striking  out  the  residue  of  the 
^00,  was  decided  in  tlie  negatire — ayes  74, 

So  the  section^  as  amended,  was  retained. 
The  thirty-third  amendment,  which  is  to  strike 
^  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill  was  agreed  to  with- 

«o«objectioB. 

16th  Cob.  1st  SBe8..»83 


The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House.  The  question  was  taken  on  the 
several  amendments,  as  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to,  with  the  follow- 
ing exception : 

On  a^eeing  to  the  proviso,  in  the  first  section, 
in  relation  to  woollens  under  33}  cents,  excepting 
baizes  and  fiannels,  the  question  was  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  97,  naya  96,  as 
follows:  • 

YsAs— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virgioia,  Allen 
of  Mtssachasetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  P.  P. 
Barbour,  Bartlett,  Blair,  Breck,  Brent,  Burleigh,  Bui^ 
ton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Cartert 
Cary,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crowninshield,  Cal- 
peper,  Cusbman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dwinell,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Foote  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Frost, 
Garoett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govsn,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Hayden,  Hayward,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Houston,  Isacks, 
Kent,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livermore, 
Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuf* 
fie,  McKee,  McKim,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of' 
Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Naale,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Owen,  Plamer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rives,  Rose,  Sana* 
dcrs,  Bandford,  Sibley,  Artllur  Smith,  Alexander 
Smytb,  William  Smith,  Speight,  Spenoe,  Standefer, 
A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnallt 
Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tue- 
ker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Vance  of 
North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster,  Williams  of  New 
York,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connecticot,  Bartley,  fiee- 
eher,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bock,  Buokner, 
Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Casse4y»  Collins,  Condict, 
Cook,  Crafu,  Craig,  Dnrfee,  Dwight,  Baton.  Eddy, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellia,  Parrelly,  Flndlay, 
Foot  of  Connecticot,  Forward,  Garrison,  Harris,  Har- 
vey, Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom,  Ingham, 
Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J*  T.  Johnson,  P.  John* 
son,  Kidder,  Kramer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Little,  Me- 
Aribor,  McKean,  McLane  of  JDelaware,  McLean  of 
Ohio,  Maltaiy,  Markiey,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlaek, 
Matson,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of 
Kentucky,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of 
Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rich,  Ross, 
Scott,  Sharps,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard, 
Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Tod,  Tomlin- 
son,  Traev,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vsnce  Of  Ohio, 
Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Wliipple,  Whitman, 
Whittlesey,  White,  Wiekliife,  James  Wilson,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright. 

The  Speaker  voting  in  the  negative,  produced 
an  equality  of  votes,  which  amounted  to  a  reie&- 
tion  of  the  motion.  So  the  House  refusecf  to 
concur  with  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  which 
inserts  the  proviso. 

After  the  vote  agreeing  to  a  duty  of  4}  cents 
on  cotton  bagging  had  paaaed  the  House,  Mr. 
Mbscir  objected  to  the  term*' cotton  bagging," 
as  equiTocal,  and  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
concurrence.  And  the  vote  being  reconsidered, 
after  a  prolonged  and  animated  debate,  the  ques- 
tion on  concurring  with  the  Senate,  in  the  first 
cdaaae  of  the  amendmenti  which  atrikes  out  the 
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doty  oa  cotton  bagging,  was  decided  in  the  n^;a- 
tire^— ayes  82,  nays  108,  as  follows : 

Tbas-— M«Mrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginta,  Ar- 
eher^  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  J3.  Barbour,  BarHett,  Brent, 
Buck,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  i^ampbeU  of 
South  Carolina,  Carter,  Caiy,  Cobb,  Conner,  Crown- 
inahield,  Culpeper,  Cusbman,  Cuthbert,  Pay,  Dwi- 
nell,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
Foot«  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist, 
Govan^  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamiltoni  Hayward,  Herrick, 
Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Kent,  Leftwich,  Litchfield,  Liver- 
more,  Livingston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy, 
MeDuiBe,  McKee,  McKtm,  AfcLane  of  Delaware, 
Mangum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Owen,  Pluiner  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reed,  Rives,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Arthur 
Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Speight, 
Spence,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro, 
Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster, 
Williams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williams  of  North  Carotina,  and  Wilson  of  South 
Oarolina* 

Nays — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Con- 
necticut, Bartley,  Beecher,  Blair,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Buckner,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cas- 
sedy,  Cocke,  CoIKns,  Condict,  Cook,  CrafU,  Craig, 
Dur^,  Dwight,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forward,  Frost,  Garrison, 
Harris,  HSrvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Hokombo,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Jenkins,  Jen- 
nings, Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
son, Kremer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lincoln,  Little,  Mc- 
Artbnr,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley, 
Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,Matson^  Metcalfe,  Mitch- 
ell of  Pennsylvsnia,  Mitchell  of  lilaryland,  Moore  oi 
Kentucky,  Morgan,  PaUerson  of  Pennsylvania,  Pat- 
terson of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Rey* 
nolda,  Richards,  Rich,  Rose,  Ross^  Scott,  Sharpe, 
Sloane,SUndefer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Strx>ng, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyek,  Test,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson, 
Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne, 
Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  WicklUfe, 
James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and 
Wright 

The  HoQse  then  agreed  to  the  said  amendment, 
to  wit :  to  suike  out  these  words  *'  until  the  30th 
June,  1825;  and  afterwards  a  duty  of  5^  cents 
per  square  yard." 

Other  amendments  were  then  concurred  in; 
and  the  question  arose  to  concur  in  that  which 
proposes  to  strike  out  the  following  item,  riz : 

''On  all  foreign  distilled  spirits,  fifteen  per 
cemam  upon  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law,  and 
in  addition  thereto." 

And  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  affirmatire — 
yeas  107,  nays  84,  as  follows  : 

TsAs— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Massschusetts,  Archer,  Baylies,  Barber  of  Connec- 
ticut, P.  P.  Bsrbour,  Barilett,  Bradley,  Buck,  Bur- 
leigh, Burton,  Camhrelsng,  Campbell  of  South  Caio- 
lina.  Carter,  Canr,  Caseedy,  Collins,  CraOs,  Craig, 
Crowninabield,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dnrfee, 
Dwight,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ed- 
wards of  North  Carolina,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Foote 
of  New  York,  Forward,  Frost,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist, 


Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Bbnii,  Harvey,  Haydn, 
Hayward,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogsbooa, 
Holcombe.  Hooks,  Ingham,  Jenkins,  Kent,  Lawron, 
Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Locks,  LoagfeUmr, 
McArthur,  McDuffie,  McKee,  McKin,  Mallaiy,  Mir* 
tindale,  Marvin,  Matson,  Mercer,  Moore  of  AUbiai, 
Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Owen,  Pattenotoi 
Ohio,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  RAokiD, 
Reed,  Rich,  Rives,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Speight,  Spence, 
Sterling,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Stflddtii 
Strong,  Tattnall,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Tod,  TomliDm. 
Tucker  o(  Virginia,  Tudcer  of  South  Carolioa,  Tj* 
son,  Udree,  Vinton,  Webster,  Whipple,  WhitUeicj. 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wood,  Woods,  tad 
Wright. 

Nats— Mesrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Teancmc, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allieen,  J.  8.  Bsrbour,  Bartkr, 
Beecher,  Blair,  Breot,  Brown,  Buchanan.  Bnekacr, 
Cady,  CampbeU  of  Ohio,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Condict,  Cec 
ner.  Cook,  Dwinell,  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forsjth,  Gtf- 
risoB,  Gnrley,  Henry,  Hoostoa,  Isacks,  Jeonio{i« 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  P.  JohaM. 
Kidder,  Kremer,  Lee,  Leftwieh,  Leti^er,  Little,  li^ 
ingston,  Long,  McCoy,  McKean,  McLean  of  ObA 
Mangum,  Markley,  Matlack,  Matcaife,  Mitcbell  d 
Pennsylvania,  Mitdiell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Kcs* 
tncky,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Plumer  of  Fios- 
syivania.  Prince,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Boss,  Rm>i 
Saunders,  Sandford,  Scott,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexio^ 
Smyth,  William  Smith,  Standefer,  Stewart,  Svis, 
Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thompeon  of  Kentodj, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vtnce  of 
Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  WarfleM,  Wayne,  Whitmsn.  Whin, 
Wickltffe,  WiliUms  of  New  York,  WOKsms  of  Vi^ 
ginia,  Jamea  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Csrdini,  oi 
Wilson  of  Ohio. 

The  residue  of  the  said  amendments  oftbt 
Senate  were  then  agreed  to  by  the  House,  with 
an  amendment  to  that  which  proposes  to  strike 
out  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Moore,  of 
Kentucky,  that  the  House  do  reconsider  the  rote 
by  which  it  disagreed  to  so  much  of  the  third 
amendment  of  the  Senate  as  proposes  to  insert  t 
proriso  in  said  bilL  subsequently  amended  in  this 
House,  to  read  as  follows : 

ProMtdt  That  on  all  manu&etures  of  wool,  except 
baizes  and  flannels,  the  actual  value  of  which  tt  the 
place  whence  imported  shall  not  ezeeed  33|  ceoti  pei 
square  yard,  aball  be  charged  with  a  thity  of  S5  per 
eentum  ad  valorem. 

And  the  question  being  put  to  reconsider  satd 
Tote,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— fct^^ 
nays  100,  as  follows : 

TsAS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alezsnder  of  Virgiais,  Alex- 
ander of  Tennessee,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  S.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Blair,  BrcaV 
Budiner,  Burleigb,  Burton,  Cambrdeng,  Casipteila 
South  CarolMia,  Carter,  Cary,  0«>bb,  Cocke,  Ooao«r, 
Crowainahield,  Caahman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  IHrneU. 
Edwards  of  North  Caiolina,  Foote  of  New  i>i 
Forsyth,  Fmsi,  Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govas,  Gariejr, 
Hall,  Hamyton,  Hayward,  Herriek,  Hooks,  HooiIoB; 
Isacks,  Johnaon  of  VirginU,  Kent,  iCdder,  Lee.  I^ 
wich,  Lincoln , Litchfield,  LivoraMire,  Li  vingilefl.  Lo^*' 
Long,  Longfollow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee*  McKia. 
Mangum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Aja* 
bama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oists,  r\9r 
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mer  of  NeW  Rampriiire,  Poinsett,  Rtnkin,  Reed, 
Riref,  Stoaderi,  Sendford,  8ibley,  Arthar  Smith,  Al* 
cxinder  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  Stan- 
defer,  A.  SteYenton,  James  Stephenson,  Taliaferro, 
Ttttnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tBcky,  Tocker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Sooth  Caro- 
iJBa,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfieid,  Webeter, 
Wiilitms  of  Viiginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
lod  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

XiTs—Messrs.  Adams,  AlKson,  Baylies,  Barber 
^  CoDnecticnt,  Baitley,  Beecher,  Bradley,  Brown, 
BachiDio,  Back,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy, 
Cdiiios,  Condiet,  Cook,  Crafts,Craig,  Durfee,  Dwigfat, 
EatoD,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  PennaylTania,  BUis,  Far* 
rell;,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Gar» 
liioo,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hay  den,  Hemphill,  Heniyi 
Herkimer,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Holoombe,  Ingham, 
Je&kios,  Jennings,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kre- 
oer,  Liwrence,  Letcher,  Little,  McArtbur,  McKean, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary, 
MitUey,  Martindale,  Manrin,  Matlack,  Matson,  Met- 
ciiie,  Mitchell  of  PennaylTania,  Mitchell  of  Mai^- 
bad,  Patteraon  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Plomer  of  PennsyWania,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich, 
Row,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sloane,  Sterling,  Stew- 
ut^Stoddard,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor, Ten  Eyck,  Test, 
Tod,Tom]ii]son,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance 
of  Ohio.  Van  Wyek,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Whipple, 
Whitfflaa,  WhitUeaey,  Wickliffe.  WaiUma  of  New 
Toik,  Jaass  Wilnon,  Wilaon  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods, 
ifid  Wright. 

The  Clerk  was  then  directed  to  acquaint  the 
Senate  of  the  decision  of  this  House  on  their  said 
mufldments. 

The  amendment  proposed  by*  the  Senate  to  the 
^  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  repre* 
sfouiiTes  of  Joseph  Mims,  deceased,"  was  read, 
^  coDcarred  in  by  the  House. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  May  17. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  purporting 
<o  be  from  Lonis  Charles,  Due  de  Navarre,  Dao- 
^ifl  de  France,  dbc.,  representing  himself  to  be 
^  l^Uimate  heir  to  tne  French  Throne,  and 
pnfiog  the  friendyiy  interference  of  the  Qovern- 
iB«&t  of  the  United  States  in  his  behalf.— Laid  on 
ihe  table. 

Mr.  McLaxe,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
^of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
ute  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  aetrelatiTe 
<o  tbe  Patent  Office,  and  to  the  salary  of  the  Sn* 
perioteodent  thereof,"  reported  the  same  without 
^eodment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WEBSTEft,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
^1^,  reported  a  bill  "to  refutate  the  mode  of 
pnctice  in  the  courts  of  the  united  States  for  the 
wtrict  of  Louisiana;''  which  was  twice  read, 
*ad  committed. 

Mr.  Hbmpbill.,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
m  Canals,  to  which  was  referred  a  memorial  of 
^Natigtiion  Company  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
a«iing  ibc  waters  of  the  Tennessee  with  those  of 
I^Ubama;  as  also,  a  resolution,  instructing 
^  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  making 


provision  for  connecting  the  waters  of  the  Coosa 
and  Tennessee  rivers*  made  a  report  thereon; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table.     • 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles, 
viz: 

1st.  An  act  to  permit  Anna  Dubord  to  bring 
certain  slaves  into  the  State  of  Louisiana ; 

2d«  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives 
of  John  Don  nelson,  Stephen  Hord.and  others; 

3d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Holland, 
of  New  York  j 

4th.  An  act  authorizing  an  examination  and 
survey  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  in  South  Car- 
olina ;  of  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia;  and  of  the  coast 
of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes,  were  read  the 
first  and  second  time,-  and  referred ;  the  1st,  to  th« 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary ;  the  8d,  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Public  Lands ;  the  3d,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means ;  and  the  4th,  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  cer- 
tain lighthouses,  which  had  been  discussed  on 
Saturday,  was  a^ih  taken  up.  The  discussion 
on  the  proper  point  on  the  South  shore  of  Lake 
Erie,  for  the  erection  of  a  lighthouse,  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Bartlsy,  Mr.  Nbwtom,  Mr.  Tatloe  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Tomlinson,  Mr.  McArthur, 
and  Mr.  Wbittlesey,  engaged  in  the  debate. 

An  amendment,  ouerea  by  Mr.  Bartlbt, 
which  proposes  to  erect  a  lighthouse  at  the  mouth 
of  Cayahoga  river,  (Cleveland,)  was  rejected-^ 
ayes  58,  noes  66. 

Mr.  Bartlet  then  offered  an  amendment,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  Grand  river,"  and  insert 
"the  most  proper  place  on  the  South  shore  of 
Lake  Erie." 

This  amendment  was  also  rejected ;  and  tben 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Conner  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment.  The 
House  refused  to  consider  it — ayes  73»  noes  75. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  he  supported  by  a  short  speech : 

*«  Reeoived,  That  the  petition  of  Eugenie  Amelie 
D.eanmarchsis  de  la  Rue  be  referred  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States ;  that  he  be  requested  to  cause 
the  same  to  be  conaidered  in  the  pending  negotiations 
with  the  French  Government,  relating  to  the  claims 
of  American  citizens,  for  property  illegally  seiMd  and 
confifcated ;  and  if  found  to  be  just,  then,  and  in  that 
case,  to  be  allowed  in  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
aforesaid  claims." 

The  House  refused  now  to  consider  this  resolu- 
tion by  a  small  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McArtbur,  the  House  took 
up  for  consideration  the  report  of  the  Committee 
ot  Roads  and  Canals,  in  favor  of  the  claim  of 
Moses  Shepherd. 

Mr.  Beecher  explained  the  principles  of  the 
report.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  advocated 
the  claim;  and  the  resolution  recommended  in 
the  report  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

Reeolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  make  up  the  account  of  Motes  Shepherd 
for  the  work  done  on  the  Cufflberlknd  road,  upon  the 
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principlM  adopted  by  the  committee  in  their  report  on 
the  Mid  petition;  and  if  he  fhoaU,  from  the  facte  and 
evidence  known  to  him,  applicable  to  the  righta  of  the 
partiee,  diffisr  in  opinion  with  the  committee  in  part 
or  in  whole;  then,  in  that  event,  alao  atate  the  ac- 
bount  as  to  him  shall  appear  to  be  right  in  equity  end 
justice,  the  contract  considered  ;  and  that  he  tranamit 
the  same  to  thia  Hooae  at  the  beginning  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  with  all  the  evidence  and  docn- 
mente  in  hie  possession,  that  he  may  deem  necessaiy 
to  e  leir  and  full  investigation  of  the  datm  of  the 
petitioner. 

Mr.  Forward  moTed  that  the  House  take  op 
the  bill  'Maying  duties  on  sales  at  auctiou."  The 
motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB  made  a  similar  motion  in  respect 
to  a  bill  *^to  ektingaish  the  title  of  certain  In- 
dians to  lands  in  Gkowa." — Negatived. 

Mr.  Call  moved  for  the  consideration  of  the 
biU  ^  granting  donations  of  land  to  certain  actual 
settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Florida ; "  from  which 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  discharged 
on  Saturday  last.  This  bill  was  then  read ;  its 
principles  ^Lplained  by  Mr.  Rankin,  in  reply  to 
some  queries  and  objections  of  Mr.  McCoT.  Mr. 
Call  made  further  statements  in  explanation,  and 
the  bill  then  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  title*,  viz: 
An  act  to  revive  and  continue  m  force  the  first, 
second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  seventh  sections  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  further  to  provide  for 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
passed  the  3d  of  March,  1815;  "An  act  to  author- 
ize the  building  of  lighthouses,  lisht-vessels,  and 
beacons,  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses, were  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  this  House  to  the  first  and 
fourteenth  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 
imports ; "  they  insist  on  such  parts  of  their  third 
and  sixteenth  amendments  to  the  same  bill  as 
have  been  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  and  tbev 
recede  from  such  parts  of  their  forty-eighth  ameod- 
ment  as  was  also  disagreed  to  by  this  House.  The 
Senate  adhere  to  their  amendment,  disagreed  to 
by  this  House,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning invalid  pensioners;"  they  have  agreed  to 
the  first  amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth ;"  and 
have  disagreed  to  the  second  amendment  to  the 
said  bill.     They  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of 
the  following  titles,  viz:  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
J.  Ottraroare ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  S. 
Mofilt ;  with  amendments  to  each,  in  which  the 
Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.    They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  Scott,  late  collector  of  Pensacola;" 
and  a  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  purchase 
of  a  certain  number  of  the  copies  of  the  Journals 
of  Congress,  from  1774  to  1788;  in  which  bill 
and  resolution  the  Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 
The  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 


the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott,  late  Collector  d 
Pensacola,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  tke 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  joint  "resolution  from  the  Senate,  to  to- 
thorize  the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  tbe 
copies  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  from  1774  to 
1788,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Wickuftk,  Mr. 
Wooo,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Smttb. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  meaage 
from  the  Senate  informing  of  their  disagreement 
to  the  second  amendment  proposed  by  this  Hoo« 
to  the  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Dean  Weymouth :"  whereupon,  it 
was  resolved,  that  this  House  do  recede  from  their 
said  second  amendment 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  informing  of  their  adherence  to 
their  amendment  to  the  bill  of  this  House,  eotided 
"An  act  concerning  invalid  pensioners,'' disagreed 
to,  in  part,  by  this  House :  whereupon,  it  was  r^ 
solved,  that  this  House  do  recede  from  their  ameod- 
ment  to  the  amendment  of  tbe  Senate  to  tbefaid 
bill,  and  that  they  do  agree  to  the  same. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  Ottn- 
mare,"  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Semite  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  S. 
Moffit,"  was  read,  and  also  referred  to  the  Com- 
mirtee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  folio wmg  Message  was  received  from  the 
PBBsmBMT  or  THE  United  Statbe  : 
TQtheHmutofRqfreMaUaiiveaoftlu  VmieiSUia' 

I  herewith  transmit  to  tbe  House  of  RepreseDtativei 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  together  with 
the  proceedings  of  a  court  martial  lately  held  at  Nor- 
folk, for  the  trial  of  Lieutenant  Beverly  KennoD^ii 
requested  by  a  resolution  of  the  Hoose,  beariof  dite 
the  S6ih  of  April,  18M. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tahle. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  moved  that  the  House  un 
up  the  bill  "  to  discontinne  certain  post  rotdi,aod 
to  establish  others."  Carried,  ayes  94. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  uje 
Whole,  Mr.  Condict  in  the  Chair,  on  that  bill 
Much  discussion  took  place  on  the  aetsiis  of  the 
biU.  A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  tbe  entire 
section,  which  provides  for  discontiuuiog  roads- 
Before  any  decision  was  bad  upon  it,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to 
sit  again. 

THE  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  message  received  from  the  S^^'^^fl'lj 
among  other  particulars,  that  they  had  re<^^ 
from  the  1st  and  14th  amendmenu  o(  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  amending  the  several  acts  iafiog 
duties  on  imports,  viz :  that  which  strikes  oat 
"  Russia,  Hollands,  and  Ravens"  duck,  aod  »|»- 
stitutes  "sail"  duck  ;  and  that  which  ioserts  J( 
the  rate  6f "  before  the  duty  on  hemp  by  the  cwtj, 
and  insisted  on  their  third  amendmeot  (vbi^ 
strikes  out  tbe  minimum  on  woollens  aod  ios^ 
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a  proviso;)  aad  also  insisted  on  their  16th  amend- 
meoL'  (which  strikes  out   the  duty  on  cotton 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  moved  that  the  House  recede 
from  ill  diagreement  to  these  two  amendments 
of  (he  Senate. 

Mr.  Taylor  objected  to  this  motion,  and  pre- 
ferred that  a  conference  should  be  requested  be- 
tweeo  committees  of  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  Sloans  moved  for  a  call  of  the  House 
before  taking  the  question  of  Mr.  Forsyth's 
motioo.    It  was  agreed  to — ayes  81,  noes  73. 

The  roll  was  calied— *when  farther  proceedings 
inreJaiioD  to  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

The  motion  to  recede  from  the  two  amend- 
EWDts  was  divided ;  and  the  question  being  first 
put  00  reeediog  from  the  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  wiin  relation  to  woollens — [the  effect 
of  receding  being  to  adopt  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment 10  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  which  strikes 
oat  the  words  '*  until  the  30th  of  June,  1826,  and 
after  that  time  a  duty  of  37^  per  cent,  ad  wilo- 
^"  and  inserts  the  following  proviso:  ^^Pro- 
tiddy  That,  on  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of 
vbich  wool  shall  be  a  component  part,  the  actual 
nlue  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported. 
M  not  exceed  33}  cents  per  square  yarn,  shall 
le  charged  with  a  duty  of  25  per  centum  ad 

The  question  on  receding  from  the  amendment 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  DwiQBT,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  rose  to 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  excuse  him 
from  Toting  on  the  two  questions  of  disagreement 
vitji  the  amendments  of  the  Senate— 4in  indul- 
geoce,  he  said,  which  he  was  sure  the  House  would 


Ham  Smith,  Spaight,  Spence,  8tandefer»  A*  Steven- 
son, Tsliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thompaon  of  Geo.,  Thomp- 
son of  Kentucky,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Sooth 
Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Web- 
ster, Ayilliams  of  New  York,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
Williamit  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South 
Carolina-— 94. 

Nats — Measrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
Barber  of  Connecticnt,  Bartley,  Beecher,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Buck,  Bnckner,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Cassedy,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  CraAs,  Craig,  Eaton, 
Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  Findlay, 
Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Garrison,  Osalay, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herlu- 
mer,  Ingham,  Jenkins,  Jennings,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Law- 
rence. Letcher,  Little,  McArthur,  McKean,  McLane 
of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Markley,  Martlndale, 
Marvin,  Matlack,  Matsoo,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell 
of  Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Nelson,  Patter* 
son  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of 
Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Richards,  Rich,  Ross,  Scott, 
Sloane,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Strong,  Swan, 
Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Tyson,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton, 
Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  WhiUlesey,  White, 
Wickliffe,  James  Wikon,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wrightr-9d. 

The  Speacsb  voting  in  the  negative,  the  mo- 
tion was  lost.  So  the  House  refused  to  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  (as  above  stated)  and  insisted  in  striking 
out  the  proviso,  and  on  restoring  the  duty  of  37| 
per  cent. 

The  question  was  then  put,  will  the  House  re- 
cede from  their  disagreement  to  so  much  of  the 
sixteenth  amendment  of  the  Senate  as  proposea 


aaaDimously   grant,  when  they  understood  the    to  strike  from  the  said  bill  these  words : 


groaads  upon  which  it  was  claimed.  An  honor- 
able friend  had  entertained,  in  common  with  him- 
«lf,  aod  almost  all  others,  an  opinion  that  the 
^riff  bill  would  not  come  back  from  the  Senate. 
They  were  both  anxious  to  leave  town,  and  had 
agreed  to  depart  this  mocning.  Another  question 
of  importance  had  onexpectedly  detained  him. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  was.  upon 
tli  qoestions  of  the  tariff,  opposed  to  himself,  nad 
Itft  town,  and  he  felt  himself  bound  in  honor 
nor  to  vote. 

Mr.  DwiOBT  was  excused  from  roting — ayes 
115. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows : 

TiAs— Mesars.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
^f  Muiachnsetts,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Baylies, 
P-  P.  Barbonr,  J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartlett,  Blair,  Brent, 
Barlctgh,  Barton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  South 
Carofint,  Carter,  Cary,  Cocke,  Conner,  Crownin- 
ihieUl,  Cnlpoper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dnrfee, 
IHrioell,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Forsyth, 
ffMt,  Gamett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gnrley,  Ham- 
iltoo,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Hooks, 
Incki,  Kent,  Lee,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liv- 
^rmore,  Liviogston,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy, 
HcDoffle,  McKee,  McKim,  Mangum,  Mercer,  Mitchell 
^^Marjland,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  New- 
ton, Owen,    Plamer  of  New  Hampahire,    Poinsett, 


<*0n  couon  bagging,  a  duty  of  four  cents  and 
a  half  per  square  yard." 

And  determined  in  the  negatire— yeas  87,  naya 
103,  as.  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Allen 
of  Massachusetts,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbour, 
J.  S.  Barbour,   Bartlett,  Brent,   Burleigh,.  Burton, 
Cambreleng,  Campbdl  of  South  Carolina,  Carter, 
Cary,  Conner,  Crowninahleld,  Culpeper,   Coahman, 
Cuthbert,  Day,   Durfee,  Dwinell,  £ddy,  Edwarda  of 
North  Carolina,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forsyth,  Frost, 
Garnett,  Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gnrley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Herrick,  Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Hooks,  Kent, 
Lee,    Leftwich,    Litchfield,  Livermore,    Livingston, 
Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDnflie,  McKee, 
McKim,   McLane   of  Delaware,   Mangom,    Mercer, 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Owen,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett,  Rankin, 
Reed,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Arthur 
Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Speight, 
Spence,  A.  Stevenson,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall,  Thomp- 
aon of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South 
Carolina,  Warfield,  Webster,  WillUms  of  New  York, 
Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina— 87. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Alisxander  of  Tennessee, 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Allison,  Barber  of  Connecticut, 
BartJey,  Beeoher,  Blair,   Brown,  Buchanan,   Buck, 


Buikb,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Rose,  Saunders,  Sandford,    Buckner,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cassedy,  Cocke» 
>Wpe,  Sibky  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Wil- 1  ColUns,  Condict,  Cook,  CrafU,  Craig,  Baton,   Ed« 
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wards  of  PennfjrWanta,  Ellis,  Farrelly,  FiodUy*  For- 
ward, Garrison,  Gazlay,  Harris,  Hanrey,  Hayden, 
Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Houston,  Ingham,  Isacks, 
Jenkins,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
son, Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Letcher,  Lincoln, 
Little,  McArthur,  McKean,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mal- 
lary,  Markley,  Mattindale,  Marvin,  Matlack,  Matson, 
Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  PennsyWania,  Mitchell 
of  Marrland,  Moor«  of  Kentucky,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
syWania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania, 
Piince,  Reynolds,  Richards,  Rich,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott, 
Sloane,  Btandefer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Strong, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyek,  Test,  Thompson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Vance 
of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vin- 
ton, Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White, 
WickliiTe,  James  Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood, 
Woods,  and  Wright— 103. 

It  was,  thereupon,  resolved,  that  a  coDference 
be  asked  with  toe  Senate,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
bill  aforesaid ;  and  that  managers  be  appointed  to 
attend  the  said  conference  on  the  part  of  this 
House;  and  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Tod,  Mr.  Buoa- 
AKAN,  Mr.  Trimble,  and  Mr.  Belcber,  were  ap- 
pointed the  said  managenk 

SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  hold- 
ing the  sessions  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Metcalfe  offered  the  following  amendment 
to  the  bill: 

"  Bt  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  any  case  now  or 
hereafter  depending  in  the  Supreme  Conrt,  in  which 
shall  be  drawn  into  question  the  validity  of  any  part 
of  the  constitution  of  a  State,  or  of  any  part  of  an  act 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  a  State,  unless  two-thirds 
of  the  whole  number  of  Justices  composing  the  said 
eourt  shall  eoncur  in  pronouncing  such  part  of  the  said 
constitution  or  act  to  he  invalid,  it  shall  not  be  held 
or  deemed  invalid." 

Mr.  Metcalfe,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker — ^It  is  an  indispensable  duty,  which 
I  owe  not  only  to  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky, 
but  particularly  to  those  wnom  I  have  the  honor 
immediately  to  represent,  that  I  should,  on  the 
present  occasion,  exercise  one  of  the  j^rivileses 
properly  pertaining  to  the  Representatives  of  a 
nee  people — a  privilege  which  I  but  seldom  claim, 
but  which,  I  am  persuaded,  will  be  liberally  and 
generously  accorded  to  me,  provided  I  do  not 
abuse  it,  Sy  the  enlightened  patriotism  and  mag- 
nanimity of  the  body  over  whose  deliberations 
you  preside. 

In  looking  around  me,  however,  I  behold  an  au- 
dience composed,  not  only  of  the  most  distinguished 
statesmen,  but  mainly  oi  the  brightest  luminaries 
of  the  law  in  this  Union  ;  and  reflecting  that  this 
is  a  question  peculiarly  suited  to  the  investigation 
and  discussion  of  lawyers,  and  that  I  am  not  a 
member  of  that  respectable  profession,  it  would 
require  more  hardihood  than  I  possess  to  shield 
me  entirely  from  feelings  of  embarrassment^4eei- 
ings  which,  I  presume,  do  not  result  from  any 
unusual  timidity  of  character ;  nor  am  I  willing 


to  admit  that  those  feelings  proceed  from  any  in- 
disposition on  my  part  to  express  my  sentimenis 
here,  or  elsewhere,  either  upon  this,  or  upon  aoj 
other  subject,  but  more  especially  upon  a  subject 
of  such  vital  importance,  and  so  aeeply  interesiiM 
to  those  from  whom  I  derive  my  power,  and 
whose  agent  I  am.  But  I  cannot  help  perceiTing 
that  I  am  liable  to  be  taken  in  the  net  of  legil 
technicalitj,  at  least.  Besides,  I  am  conscious  of 
the  magnitude  of  this  question — of  the  auioos 
solicitude  with  which  my  countrymen  look  for- 
ward to  the  decision  which  ma)r  ultimately  be  had 
upon  it — of  the  want  of  time  in  this  body  to  ia- 
vestigate  it  fully  during  the  present  session,  aad 
my  own  want  or  preparation,  or  learning,  or  capa- 
city, to  do  it  any  sort  of  justice.  A  kaowledgt 
of  one  truth,  however,  afibrds  mesomeconsolatioo. 
In  the  eyes  of  wise  and  honorable  men,  even  the 
rude,  uncultivated  man,  in  his  effgrts  to  do  good. 
in  whatever  light  the  strength  of  those  efforts  may 
be  viewed,  wiU  always  find  some  faror.  And  la 
this  question,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  ia- 
terest  of  the  most  humble,  as  well  as  the  most 
exalted,  of  our  citizens,  is  deeply,  very  deeply,  ic- 
volved.  Indeed,  it  must  be  conceded  ihat^ia 
such  a  question,  the  most  humble  are  the  most 
interested — ^it  being  a  maxim,  admitted  by  aO. 
denied  by  none,  that  the  further  you  remon 
power  from  the  people,  the  further  you  pat  tbeir 
rulers  out  of  theur  reach,  or  beyond  their  coDticl, 
the  greater  will  be  the  oppression  of  the  indu^tri- 
oos  and  productive  classes  of  the  community,  tlte 
more  abject  and  miserable  will  be  the  condiiioo 
of  the  unlearned,  tke  ignorant,  and  the  poor. 

I  unhesitatingly  give  it  as  my  opiaioa  tbata 
poor  man,  for  an  inconsiderable  sum,  ooght  not  to 
be  subject  to  a  suit  in  the  Federal  court  In  mat- 
ters 01  contract  and  dealing  between  man  aad 
man,  if  no  difference  is  made,  or  auempted  to  be 
made,  between  resident  and  non-resident  citizens; 
if  no  obstacle  is  thrown,  or  attempted  to  be  tiirovD, 
in  the  way  of  the  latter,  which  does  not  equaiij 
apply  to  the  former,  either  as  it  respects  the  pro- 
cess oy,  or  the  principle  upon,  which  their  respec- 
tive rights  are  to  be  decided,  the  eoactioDs  aod 
adjudications  of  the  States  ought  to  be  final— u 
you  please,  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  Cite  a 
poor  man,  or  a  man  who,  in  point  of  wealth, » 
not  above  mediocrity,  especially  if  he  is  not  very 
dextrous  and  crafty  in  the  management  of  nv 
suits,  to  appear  hiniself^  or  by  counsel,  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  miles  from  home,  for  the  purpose 
of  trying  bis  title  to  the  little  all  he  possesses,  and 
he  has  but  little  nrospect  of  success;  besides,  iitf 
not  very  material  whether  he  gains  or  loses  bis 
cause — the  process  by  which  he  arrives  st  a  deci- 
sion, robs  him  of  all  he  is  worth,  and  lesveshia 
in  penury,  want,  aod  misery.  Such  laws  areow 
only  exceedingly  vexatious,  but  a  departure  from 
the  benign  and  salutary  principle  of  administering 
justice  as  near  to  every  man's  door  as  practicable' 
And  is  it  not  doubly  vexatious,  unequsl,  and  p>^ 
tiai  in  its  operation,  to  allow  a  non-resideot  to  in- 
stitute his  suit  in  the  Sute  courts,  thereby  appa- 
rently waiving  his  right  to  use  the  Federal  cooris, 
and,  after  harassing  the  resident  for  manyy^^ 
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tod  sobjeeting  him  to  niiioh  cost  and  Irottbiei  be- 
fore the  former  tribunals,  then  to  allow  the  said 
ooo-resideot,  by  appeal,  writ  of  error,  or  some 
other  proceK,  Co  revire  the  suit  whicn  he  had 
lest  before  the  triboaaU  of  his  own  selection  in 
the  Federal  courts  ?  Do  foa  call  this  justice,  or 
soasd  policy  ? 

A  distiojiiaished  poet  has  said :  ^  He  that  thinks 
mast  gorero  htia  that  toils.''  A  doctrine  which 
I  shall  not  attempt  to  controvert.  But,  said  Mr. 
Ji,  if  the  thinking  few  who  rule,  are  not  to  be 
respoDsible  to  the  toiling  millioiK  for  their  con- 
duct, it  requires  no  ^^'eat  share  of^  penetration,  or 
of  fzperieace,  to  satisfy  the  miad  that  the  latter 
will,  sooner  or  later,  become  the  slaves  of  the  for- 
mer, aod  all  the  labor  of  their  hands,  over  and 
above  what  their  absolute  necessities  require,  will 
go  to  enrich  and  pamper  their  thinking  masters. 

If,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  may  be  permitted  to  use  the 
appropriate,  elegant,  and  I  will  venture  to  say, 
iffloo;  philanthropists  and  lovers  of  human  equal- 
ity, thenever^to-be^forgotten  figure  of  the  honorable 
ncfflber  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Wbb0Ter,^  I 
will  say,  that,  if  you  divide  society  horizontally. 
pbciog  the  thinking  few,  who  rule,  above,  and 
the  toiling  million  telow,  the  prediction  which  I 
hare  jast  now  uttered,  will  soon  come  to  pass. 
In  behalf  of  that  toiling  million  who  are  now 
itniggltng  and  groaning  beneath  the  weight  of 
that  horizontal  partition — an  intolerable  load^^l- 
lowooeof  themselves,  who  never  expects  or  de- 
sies  to  be  placed  u|)on  the  upper  side  of  it,  for  a 
short  time,  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  House. 

We  have  the  happiness,  it  is  true, 'to  live  under 
a  Goreniment,  the  model  of  which  is  not  to  be 
Sraod;  and  it  is  in  vain  to  search  for  its  likeness, 
Ather  in  ancient  or  modem  history— a  Gbvern- 
Bcsi  which  may  be  considered  as  the  ofispring  of 
aa  Qoion  of  many  Governments,  and,  in  its  turn, 
the  prolific  parent  of  many  naore,  all  of  which  are 
united  and  unitinc  in  one,  with  continual  increase 
of  Bttmbers — a  sp&ndid  system,  in  which  the  divi- 
sioas  of  power  are  vastly  numerous,  but  extremely 
eomplicated,  requiring  the  keenest  intellectual  per- 
eeption,  the  most  discriminating  powers  of  mmd, 
With  much  learning,  experience,  and  soundness  of 
JQdgmeat,  to  enabw  us  to  assign  to  the  different 
Goreroments,  and  their  various  departments,  their 
doe  portions  respectively,  and  proper  limitations 
of  power. 

u  any  one  of  these  departments,  or  of  the  difier- 
e&t  fonctionnries,  shall  attempt,  by  virtue  of  the 
a>ft  aod  easy  process  of  construction,  to  gain  an 
teceasion  of  power,  not  fairly  delegated  or  author- 
ized by  the  Constttntion ;  and  thereby  to  prevent 
»  eo-ordinnte,  or  any  other  branch  of  the  Qovern- 
Bent,  from  exercising  the  power  and  discharging 
the  doty  which  properly  pertains  thereunto,  it  cer- 
tainly becomes  us  to  impose  some  restraint  upon 
the  osarping  department. 

If,  in  reality,  there  exists  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  tbb  court  to  encroach  upon  the  authorities 
of  the  States,  ats  is  believed  to  be  the  case  by  many 
ef  the  roost  patriotic  and  wise  republican  statesmen 
in  the  Union,  will  not  the  proposition  which  is 
BOW  under  consideration,  if  adopted,  .have  a  Itn^ 


dency  to  check  that  di^xisition,  or  to  render  the 
effects  of  it  less  frequent  and  common  than  under 
the  present  arrangement  ?  That  it  will  have  such 
a  tendency^  must  be  admitted.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  the  fears  and  apprehensions  of  those  who 
look  upon  the  court  with  an  eye  of  jealousy,  are 
unfounded  and  unreasonable,  the  tendency  of' this 
amend nient  will  be  to  remove  that  jealousy,  to 
reconcile  discordant  departments,  and  to  give  more 
satisfaction  and  peace  to  society. 

Of  late,  we  have  the  mortification  very  fre- 
quently to  hear  of  conflicting  claims  of  power, 
between  the  Federal  and  State  Gk>vernment8,  be- 
tween the  various  departments  of  the  several  Gov- 
ernments, and  more  especially  between  the  Federal 
judiciary  and  the  States. 

How  are  we  to  check  the  growing  evil  ?  Will 
the  proposition  which  is  now  under  consideration 
do  it  ?  For  my  own  part,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  answer 
with  trembling  uncertainty — for  it  is  not  exactly 
the  plan  which,  above  all  others,  I  would  prefer— ^ 
in  the  affirmative.  It  would  most  certainly  di- 
minish the  chances,  and  lessen  the  probability  of 
encroachment.  lui  cases  wherein  the  validity  of 
State  laws  are  brought  into  question,  and  laws, 
too,  which  have  received  the  sanction  of  the  State 
courts,  so  large  a  majority  of  this  body  of  magis- 
tracy will  seldom  if  ever  concur  in  {giving  an 
opinion  against  such  enactions  and  decisions,  un- 
less they  are  clearly  and  manifestly  unconstitu- 
tional ;  a  thing  which  it  is  believed  will  but  sel- 
dom occur ;  and  when  it  does,  the  opinion  of  the 
court  will  be  so  well  supported  by  argument  so 
strong  and  conclusive  as  to  carry  conviction 
wherever  it  goes — and  thus,  by  reconciling  tfli 
parties,  the  court  will  regain  its  popularity  and 
nigh  standing  among  the  citizens  of  this  Repub- 
lic— the  Federal  and  State  Qo vernments,  and 
their  different  departments,  will  then  move  on 
harmoniously,  while  the  people  are  contented, 
prosperous,  and  happy. 

If  the  eye  of  the  ^iriot  is  turned  to  the  present 
condition  of  things  in  this  country,  what  a  sinffu- 
lar  and  disheartening  spectacle  does  he  behold  I 
By  some,  it  is  insisted  tnat  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment is  aiming  at  consolidation.  By  others,  and 
myself  amon^  the  number,  it  is  bdieved  that  the 
Federal  Judiciary  is  aiming,  by  virtue  of  the 
snherical  sovereignty  which  it  plaims  for  itself,  at 
the  supreme  control  of  the  State  governments: 
and  assuming  to  itself  political,  as  well  as  judicial 
power. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  insisted  that  the  State 
governments  are  in  the  habit  of  reeling  from  their 
proper  orbits,  of  impinging  upon  the  Federal  ao> 
thorities,  and  thereby  creatine  great  confusion 
and  disorder.  And  it  is  probaoly  true  that  none 
of  those  governments,  and  that  no  one  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  do  in  every  instance  confine 
themselves,  as  strictly  as  they  ought  to  do,  within 
their  respective  Constitutional  limits;  and,  at 
other  times,  by  failing  or  refusing  to  fill  up  the 
whole  space  allotted  to  them,  as  much  injury  is 
produced  as  by  transcending  their  respective  lim- 
its. Indeed,  I  presume  this  is  true.  But,  when- 
ever a  conflict  occurs  between  the  Federal  and 
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State  authorities,  whether  in  the  right  or  wrong) 
■the  former  is  lure  to  prevail  against  the  latter — 
hence,  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  restraining 
this  strong  power,  and  of  guarding  the  weak 
against  its  usurpations  and  encroachments;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  it  would  be  wholly  useless  to 
impose  any  additional  restraint  upon  the  State 
authorities,  because  of  their  comparative  feebie- 
pess,  their  want  of  strength  to  resist  the  Federal 
authorities.  It  is  notorious  that  they  cannot  long 
make  defensive,  much  less  can  they  make  oflen* 
sive  war. 

But,  how  to  remedy  those  evils,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  guard  and  protect  the  people  against 
the  hurtful  and  pernicious  consequences  of  these 
alarming  conflicts,  is  the  question.  To  effect 
this  desirable  object,  said  Mr.  M.,  is  what  the 
proposition  contemplates.  Can  there  be  any  dan- 
ger in  making  the  experiment?  I  put  this  ques- 
tion most  respectfully,  and  with  due  deference; 
but  I  put  it  emphatically — Can  there  be  any 
danger  in  making  the  experiment  ? 

There  are  other  difficulties,  too,  resulting  more, 
I  believe,  from  the  happy,  or  rather,  the  unhappy, 
faculty  we  have  in  construing  or  misconstruing 
the  Constitution,  than  from  any  real  defect  in 
that  instrument.  Look  at. the  various  and  con- 
tradictory constructions  which  have  been  put 
upon  it,  not  only  by  subordinate  departments,  but 
by  the  highest  functionaries  of  this  Government; 
And  from  thence  let  any  man,  if  it  be  possible  for 
him  to  do  so,  move  on  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
either  wise  or  politic  to  compel  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  State  sovernments,  legislative,  ex- 
eeutive,  and  judicial,  all  of  whom  are  sworn  to 
support  the  Federal  Constitution,  as  well  as  their 
honors,  to  yield  their  own*  opinions  upon  the 
Constitutional  validity  of  State  laws,  and  to  bow 
submissively  to  the  constructive  dictum  of  three 
members,  a  minority  of  the  Federal  Judiciary. 

For  instance,  the  sanction  of  the  enlightened 
Executive  of  this  nation  is  withheld  from  a  meas- 
ure which  he  acknowledges  to  be  one  of  vast  im- 
portance^  and  well  calculated  to  promote  the  last- 
ing prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  citizens  of 
this  Kepublic;  because,  forsooth,  his  Constitu- 
tional scruples  will  not  allow  him  to  sign  the  bilL 
From  this  doctrine  of  the  President,  the  inference 
is  irresistible  that  the  Constitution  is  incomplete,  or 
a  very  bad  one ;  since,  under  its  provisions,  we 
are  either  not  authorized  to  do  that  whidh  the 
public  good  requires,  or  prohibited  from  doing  it. 

Now,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  State 
governments  have  no  power  to  make  national 
xoads  for  national  purposes;  so  that  the  power  of 
perform ioff  a  work  of  indispensable  utility  to  this 
noble  Confederacy  exists  nowhere.  In  what  nook 
or  comer  does  this  power  lie  concealed  ?  It  has 
fled  from  the  world,  and  left  us  in  a  most  awk- 
ward predicament.  What  a  singular  spectacle, 
then,  does  this  nation  exhibit,  when  compared 
with  other  nations — shorn  by  itself  of  a  portion  of 
that  sovereignty  or  power  which  remains  as  a 
shield  of  protection  and  security  to  the  happiness 
and  well-being  of  every  other  civilized  nation  on 
the  globe  I 


I  Turning  our  eyes  from  this  extraordinary  ded- 
ston — this  stttgolaiiy  chilling  and  enfeebliog  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  to  certain  difficui- 
ties  which  have  arisen  between  the  Federal  Judi- 
ciary and  one  of  the  States,  (for  it  wooid  do(  be 
proper,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  for  me  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  with  remarks  opoo 
similar  difficulties  with  the  other  States;  asd  I 
feel  it  my  duty,  as  respects  my  own  State,  to  tnit 
the  subject  with  as  much  brevity  as  pottible.)  ud 
the  heart  of  the  patriot  sickens  at  the  dark  aod 
gloomy  prospect  before  us. 

The  State  of  Kentucky  is  known  to  be  com- 
posed of  what  was  formerly  a  district  of  Virgioit 
Prior  to  the  separation  of  the  former  from  tke 
latter,  owing  to  the  improrident  and  misukea 
legislation  of  Virginia,  from  three  to  fire  times 
as  mnch  land  as  was  contained  within  thelimiti 
of  the  then  district  was  sold  for  a  price  to  myriads 
of  purchasers.  It  was  utterly  impossible  for  tkoe 
poor  deluded  purchasers  so  to  locate  their  rcspo- 
tive  quantities  of  land  as  to  avoid  conviction  vitii 
each  other.  The  laws  of  Virginia  on  that  sab- 
ject  being  very  defective,  the  expeditious  maooer 
in  which  the  locations  had  to  be  made,  amoa^ 
the  bears,  wolves,  panthers,  and  savages,  of  tke 
howling  wilderness ;  added  to  the  fact  that  tbeie 
was  not  only  not  a  sufficient  quantity  of  laod  opoa 
which  to  make  the  locations— -but  not  the  0B^ 
half  or  one-third  of  the  necessary  quantity^  y-^iA 
consequently  it  did  so  happen  that  Virgioia  R- 
ceived  pay  tor,  and  conveyed,  with  all  the  solem- 
nities of  a  patent  from  that  Commonweahb,  tke 
same  tract  of  land  to  from  one  to  more  than  tea 
difierent  individoals. 

Now,  I  entreat  the  House  to  bear  in  miod  \h» 
indisputable  facts.  It  is  only  by  undersundios 
the  truth  of  our  condition,  and  the  causes  bjr  whieli 
that  afflicting  condition  was  produced,  that  boo- 
orable  members  can  duly  appreciate  oor  con- 
plaints,  or  know  how  to  apply  the  remedf. 

Here,  then,  we  find  this  fair  and  fertile  portioa 
of  the  soil  of  this  Union  sown,  and  thicklf  sows, 
over  by  the  hand  of  the  parent  Sute,  (tboo^ 
doubtless  unintentionally ;  for  with  all  mj  hetri 
do  I  acquit  the  Representatives  of  that  daf,  of 
my  native  State,  of  any  unjust  or  dishooorable 
motive,)  with  the  seeds  of  contention  and  sulfe; 
leading  to  a  scene  of  landed  litigation,  the  mo^ 
dark  and  dismal  in  its  aspect  that  ever  frowned 
malignity  upon  any  community ;  more  raiooos 
and  afflicting  and  demoralizing  in  its  eooseqaet- 
ces — more  corrupting  in  its  influence— than  tbe 
imagination  of  one  who  has  not  witnessed  iB 
effects  upon  society  can  possibly  conceive  of. 

This  enormous  firebrand,  thus  inadrerteoilf 
thrown  into  the  bosoms  of  our  countrymeo,  w 
been  permitted  to  burn  for  many  years,  v^th  ofl- 
abated  fury,  to  the  great  terror  and  dismsjr  oiw. 
good  citizens ;  driving  many  of  them  beyoodue 
limits  of  the  State,  and  preventing  others  nroo 
settling  in  it ;  and  operating  as  a  corse  opoo  tae 
cultivators  of  the  sou,  and  also  upon  ererf  other 
class  of  citizens,  except  upon  the  iniquitous  laod- 
jobber,  and  such  others  as  derive  a  profit  froA 
laaded  litigatum. 
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At  length,  the  representatives  of  that  injured 
people  auempt  to  eztingoish  this  burning  fury,  by 
dbcbarging  a  most  solemn  duty,  which  they  ought 
to  have  discharged  many  years  before.    And,  in 
the  fair  exercise  of  one  of  the  first  and  highest, 
the  most  legitimate,  and  last  to  be  dispensed  with, 
attributes  of  sovereignty  that  any  State  or  Gk>vern- 
ment  can  possess ;  and  a  portion  of  sovereignty  or 
of  power,  which  their  ancestors  or  predecessors 
not  only  never  intended  to  deprive  them  of,  but 
which,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  they  could 
not  barter  awray  even  if  they  had  not  been  debar- 
red the  right  of  doinj^  so,  as  they  most  clearly 
were,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, which  allows  no  State  to  be  introduced 
into  the   Union    fettered,   or  upon    any   other 
foociog  than  the  old  States.    The  Legislature, 
I  repeat  it,  in  the  fair  exercise  of  its  Consti- 
tutional power,  passes  a  law,  which  has  for  its 
object  to  secure  to  the  innocent  and  deluded  occu- 
pant a  reward  for  the  labor  and  capital  which  he 
oas  vested  in  improvements,  in  removing  the  load 
of  timber  with  which  the  soil  was  covered ;  mak- 
jag  fences,  gardens,   raising  orchards,  erecting 
comfortable  buildings — the  shelter  which  was  in- 
tended to  protect  the  husbandman,  his  wife,  and 
hardy  offspring,  the  future  props  and  stay  of  his 
coantry — to  cover  their  heads,  and  shield  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons ;  and  in  all 
things  to  promote  the  peace,  and  happiness,  and 
prosperity  of  the  country.    And  what  can  be  more 
just  and  equitable  than  such  a  law?  especially 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  benefit  of  its  pro- 
visions exteuded  to  no  other  than  to  those  deluded 
purchasers  whose  titles  to  the  land  is  dedocible  of 
public  record  ;  and  at  the  same  time  leaving  it  at 
the  electioB  of  the  successful  claimant  either  to 
pay  for  the  improvements,  or  to  compel  the  occu- 
pant to  keep  the  land  at  its  original  unimproved 
value?    And  this  law  passed  at  so  late  a  pe- 
riod, too,  that  it  was  not  then  possible  for  any 
lawyer,  judge,  or  jury,  in  the  State,  to  decide, 
with  any  sort  of  certainty,  who  had  the  best 
title  to  the  land.    This  diffieultjr  resulted  from  a 
number  of  causes :  the  lapse  of  time,  the  death  or 
removal  of  the  early  adventurers  to  the  country, 
by  whose  testimony,  perhaps^  the  occupant,  some 
^^ixx^ii  or  twenty  years  ago,  might  have  established 
his  better  title  to  the  land,  without  inconvenience ; 
the  names  of  licks,  springs,  buffalo  and  Indian 
traces  or  trees,  for  which  the  entry  calls,  as  places 
of  notorietv,  have  now  undergone  some  change, 
or  cannot  oe  satisfactorily  established,  and  prob- 
ably, if  established  at  all,*  it  is  done  by  suborna- 
tion and    bribery.    Under  this  state  of  things, 
was  there  any  thine  unjust  or  dishonorable  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Legislature  oi  Kentucky  in 
passing  m  law  which  made  the  labor  and  capi- 
tal of  the  husbandman,  vested  by  him  in  im- 
f|rovements,  as  sacred  to   the  possessor  as  the 
ittle  pittance  of  capital  in  a  depreciated  and 
worthless  currency,  which  had  been  applied  by 
the  adverse  claimant  as  well  as  himself  in  pur- 
chasing a  land  warrant?    On  the  contrary,  does 
not  such  a  law  rest  on  the  principles  of  eternal 
and  immutable  justice  ?    And  was  not  such  a  law 


called  for,  and  loudly  demanded,  by  the  soundest 
and  wisest  policy  ?  And  will  any  disinterested 
and  enlightened  statesman  of  the  present  age  pre- 
tend that  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Kentucky, 
comprising  the  present  and  all  future  generations, 
have  been  sold  by  the  first  settlers  of  the  district, 
in  order  to  become  a  separate  State,  into  worse 
than  Egyptian  bondage?  That,  for  the  mere 
name  of  governing  themselves,  they  have  not  only 
parted  with  that  privilege,  but  have  also  deprived 
posterity  forever  of  the  rieht  of  exercising  it? 
Can  the  enlightened  and  well-informed  mind  con- 
template such  absurdity,  and  not  recoil  with  the 
profoundest  astonishment  ? 

But  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  did  pass  a 
law,  the  validity  of  which  was  contested  oy  the 
nest  of  worthies  with  which  that  State  abounds, 
and  has  long  abounded,  and  who  are  known  by 
the  mild  name  of  land  speculators.  The  Federal, 
not  the  Delphic  oracle  is  consulted,  and  the  re- 
sponse IS,  that  the  law  is  unconstitutional  and 
void,  the  first  settlers  of  that  district  having  bar- 
tered away  a  portion  oi  that  power  and  sovereign- 
ty which  belongs  to,  and  is  exercised  by,  every 
other  State  in  this  Union,  and  by  every  other 
people  or  Qovernment  on  the  globe,  having  bar- 
tered away  the  rig^ht  of  succeeding  generations, 
and  succeeding  legislators,  throughout  all  time  to 
come,  to  suit  their  legislation  and  their  laws  to 
the  ever-varying  condition  of  things,  which  ne- 
cessarily arises  m  the  progress  of  civil  society." 
Such,  in  substance,  is  the  response  which  has  been 
uttered  and  proclaimed  to  the  world ;  and  even 
more  than  this,  for  it  goes  to  establish  the  fact, 
that  the  said  first  settlers  of  the  district  not  only 
banished  from  Kentucky  that  portion  of  her  sov- 
ereignty, but  that  they  absolutely  extinguished  it ; 
that  they  did  not  even  leave  it  with  Virginia, 
which  State,  I  verily  believe,  if  she  had  the  power, 
would  grant  us  relief  in  some  form  or  other. 

But,  what  is  the  consequence  of  this  decision  ? 
The  cords  of  peace  and  social  intercourse,  by 
which  society  is  bound  together  like  a  band  of 
brothers,  is  cut  asunder ;  the  home  of  the  husband- 
man is  again  rendered  insecure;  the  hand  of 
industry  is  paralyzed,  and  discouraged  from  the 
performance  of  its  duty,  the  oracular  music  of  this 
trio  of  the  Federal  judiciary  having  fallen  sweetly 
upon  the  ears  of  a  set  of  men,  who  ought  to  have 
been  drummed  out  of  Kentucky  many  years  ago, 
with  a  certain  appropriate  march  at  their  heels, 
announcing  to  them  that  the  delectable  and  hap- 
pyfying  business  of  land  jobbing  would  again  be- 
come profitable,  up  they  spring, like  so  many  birds, 
of  prey ;  with  keenlv  whetted  beaks,  they  pluck 
the  crumbs  from  the  oand  of  honest  industry ;  and 
they  pluck  anew  at  the  vitals  of  society,  the  verv 
heart-strings  of  which  they  would  pull-  away  if 
they  could.  Now,  as  the  response  runs  *'th6 
'  bleeding  victim  may  writhe  in  agony,  but  there 

*  is  no  power  beneath  the  sun  by  which  a  remedy 
'  can  be  applied.    It  is  true,  that  society  is  greatly 

*  retarded  in  its  march  to  prosperity  and  happiness, 
'  but  the  die  is  cast,  and,  like  the  decree  or  fate,  it 
<  is  unalterable!" 

.   Such  are  the  efifecu  of  a  decision  which  has  been 
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given  by  this,  not  soon  to  be  forgotteo — three;  to 
whom  your  laws  seem  to  attach  something  like 
infallibility,  but  who  could  not,  by  possibility,  in 
their  situations,  have  understood  the  subject. 

Now,  what  opinion  would  a  stranger  form  of 
the  boaiited  excellence  of  our  Constitution,  after 
being  told  of  the  decisions  of  the  Executive  and 
Judicial  branches  of  this  Grovernment  upon  it,  and 
of  the  consequences  resulting  from  those  decisions? 
The  one  denies  the  existence  of  any  power  in  Con- 

£es8,  or  elsewhere,  to  pass  a  ffood  and  wholesome 
w,  the  effect  of  which  would  be,  in  a  thousand 
ways,  to  promote  the  national  interest,  and  to  bind 
together,  and  forever  to  perpetuate  this  grand  and 
noble  Confederacy ;  the  other  denies  the  existence 
of  any  power  in  the  Legislature  of  a  State,  to 
remove  one  of  the  most  afflicting  eviU— an  evil 
of  such  magnitude  that  it  is  an  abomination  to  the 
land  where  it  exists-*-from  society. 

I  understand  this  decision  of  the  court  to  mean 
nothing  more,  or  less,  than  that  their  honors  have 
a  right  to  take  the  consciences  of  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  State  governments  under  their  sov- 
ereign care  and  protection.  I  understand  it  to  be 
a  denial  of  the  right  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
people,  by  statutory  provisions,  to  regulate  the 
afikirs  of  the  people.  If  the  doctrine  maintained 
by  the  court  be  correct,  their  own  peculiar  notions 
of  what  is  equitable  between  man  and  man,  be- 
tween adverse  claimants  of  land,  and  so  on,  as  the 
different  individual  cases  may  arise  and  ba  sub- 
mitted to  this  august  three,  is  to  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land.  Have  we  come  to  this?  Is  it 
true  that  our  ancestors  or  predecessors  have  de- 
prived us  of  the  power  of  passing  a  plain  law, 
which  may  be  read  by  the  plain,  unsophisticated 
farmers  of  our  country,  as  tney  run ;  and  a  law 
which,  by  reading,  they  may  understand  ?  Are 
we  to  have  no  page  in  our  statute  books^  indica- 
ting; to  the  toiling  husbandman  what  are  his  rights, 
or  m  what  way  the  fruits  of  his  labor  and  industry 
are  secured  to  him  ?  Instead  of  relerring  him  to 
the  statute  books  for  such  information  as  he  may 
desire  respecting  the  laws,  is  it  intended  to  turn 
his  eyes  upon  the  iudges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  tell  him  that  the  law  is,  or  will  be,  whatever 
their  honors  may  choose  to  make  it  ? 

Would  not  a  stranger  think  it  verv  strange, 
that  neither  the  National  or  State  legislators  had 
a  right  to  do  the  things  to  which  I  have  referred  ? 
That  the  Constitution  had  no  redeeming  spirit  in 
it )  that  the  people  had  no  redeeming  spirit  left  in 
them  *,  that  the  Constitution  was  coatiaually  pre- 
sented as  a  stumbling  block  in  the  way  of  good 
and  wholesome  enactions,  but  never  in  the  way 
of  the  passage  of  a  bad  law  ? 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  fault  is  not  in  the  Con- 
stitution. It  is  in  those  who  construe  and  mis* 
construe  that  instrument. 

In  referring  to  these  facts,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  in- 
tend no  ungenerous  imputation  against  those  high 
functionaries  of  the  Government — no  disrespetft 
whatever ;  for  they  have  the  same  ri^ht  to  their 
opinion  that  I  have  to  mine ;  and  it  is  as  much 
their  doty  to  exercise  it.  But,  having  ^iven  an 
opinion  which  I  conceive  to  be  most  gUringly  er- 


roneous, and  most  afflictingly  injurious  and  hort- 
foi  to  those  whom  I  have  the  honor  immediatelf 
to  represent,  my  object  is,  as  it  ouf^ht  to  be,  to 
effect  an  amendment  to  the  law,  which  will  ^  to 
i<ave  my  countrymen  in  future  from  the  efiiecis  of 
a  decision  to  be  given  by  this  feeble,  and  yet  pow- 
erful three.  And  my  reference  to  the  opioioa  of 
the  President  has  been  made  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  you  do  not,  by  placing  a  mta  in  aa 
elevated  station,  render  him  infallible;  and  there* 
by,  to  prove  the  unsoundness  of  the  policy  ibt 
would  bestow  upon  such  a  tribunal  as  this,  the 
power  of  dictating  according  to  their  pecoliar  bo- 
ttons  of  what  is  the  orthodox  construction  of  this 
charter  of  our  rights,  to  each,  and  to  all  of  the 
departments  of  the  State  governmenu.  Three 
individuals !  a  majority  of  the  court,  as  now  o^ 
ganized,  truly;  but  a  minority  of  the  whole  coon 
are  to  decide  upon  the  Constitutional  validitf  of 
State  laws ;  and  to  annul  adjudications  of  the 
'State  courts;  and  from  their  decision  there  is  no 
appeal ;  it  is  irrevocable. 

Before,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  consent  to  the  lodpieit 
of  such  a  power,  in  the  hands  of  such  a  tribunal, 
I  must  be  convinoed  that  the  whole  three  are  be- 
ings of  a  superior  order ;  that  they  are  not  the 
slaves  of  human  passion;  that  they  do  not  lore 
power ;  that  they  are  not  to  be  set  in  motion  br 
that  powerful  spring  of  human  action,  called  seU- 
interest ;  that  they  have  an  exemption  from  ill 
the  frailties  of  human  nature;  and,  in  fine,  thtt 
the  link  which  they  form  in  the  chain  of  crettei 
beings,  is  at  least  half  wav  between  that  little 
forked,  feeble  animal,  that  inhabits  this  our  planet, 
and  those  superior  intelligences  that  fill  the  ce- 
lestial regions.  For  be  it  remembered,  that  this 
is  the  controlling  power  of  this  Governmeou-a 
power  of  such  superior  dignity,  tbat  it  has  become 
the  Grovernment  itself;  and  he  that  qoestionsi  or 
attempts  to  expose  its  decisions,  is  sore  to  be  a^ 
cused  of  having  a  devil,  or  to  be  denonnced  as  a 
rebel  against  his  country. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  M.,  that 
the  proposition  now  under  consideration,  will,  if 
adopted,  by  adding  hereafter  an  additional  noffl- 
ber  of  members  to  the  court,  not  only  bring  to- 
gether more  talent,  but  a  greater  variety  of  knovl- 
edge  of  the  laws  of  the  States  generally,  and  of 
the  true  interests  of  each  section  of  the  couatrria 
this  wide-spread  and  flourishing  Republic  Asd 
the  court  will  be  less  liable  to  corruption,  or  to  be 
suspected  of  corruption-  For  it  is  well  to  bear  ia 
mind,  that  millions  and  millions  of  dollars,  u  was 
actually  the  case  in  this  decision  against  Ken- 
tucky, may  be  involved  in  the  imm«iiate  cofi9^ 
quences  ot  their  decisions.  Upon  the  whole,  noth- 
ing can  be  more  clear,  if  the  proposed  ameadment 
is  adopted,  than  that  it  will  greatly  increase  the 
chances  of  a  correct  decision,  diminish  thecbaooe^ 
of  corruption,  lessen  the  prohabilitjr  of  encroach- 
ment, and  do  much  for  the  restoration  of  theeoort 
to  the  confidence  of  the  people.  I  am  aware,  said 
Mr.  M.,  that  any  decision  of  this  court,  no  matter 
how  erroneous  it  may  be,  no  matter  how  anjost, 
or  injurious,  or  ruinous  to  society,  willslwajrs 
have  iu  supporters.    Even  when  the  moureis 
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g;ood,  and  interest  the  same,  we  cannot  always 
think  alike.  And,  besides,  there  are  individuals 
in  erery  country  whose  interest  is  not  only  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  from  that  of  society  generally, 
but  so  completely  at  war  with  that  general  inter- 
est, that  tnose  who  are  influenced  by  it,  stop  at 
Doihing  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  purposes. 
W^ith  such  men  as  these,  the  most  ruinous  and 
iesolating  decision  will  be  the  most  warmly  sop- 1 
ported ;  and  this  I  conceiTe  to  be  most  clearly  and 
mequivocally  the  case  in  relation  to  the  decision 
igainst  the  occupying  claimant  laws  of  Reniuckv. 

The  writer  of  that  decision  seems  to  console 
limself,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  he 
s  to  be  sustained  in  his  opinion  by  some  of  the 
^entuckians  themselves.  The  honorable  writer, 
lowever,  does  not  appear  to  bestow  a  single 
bought  upon  what  I  know  to  be  another  fact ; 
ind  that  is,  that  these  same  learned  Eentuckians 
ire  the  very  mercenaries  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  ill  the  evils  of  which  we  complain,  and  that 
ihrough  the  united  instrumentality  and  well-con- 
ierted  plaDs  of  this  host  of  mercenaries,  who, 
laving  long  banqueted,  and  still  deliffht  to  ban- 
]Qet,  upon  the  distresses  and  agonies  of  society,  it 
18,  that  this  injurious  and  burt^t  decision  has  been 
)btained.  And  these  are  the  men  who  now  run 
nrith  every  prop,  no  matter  how  insignificant,  to 
tupport  and  uphold  this  decision*— these  are  the 
selfish  patriots  and  juggling  political  managers 
3f  the  wire,  who  have  deluoed  the  court,  by  per- 
vading their  honors  that  their  opinion  has  the 
ipprobation  and  sanction  of  many  of  the  indepen- 
ientaod  well-informed  men  of  Kentucky.  The 
roice  of  the  husbandman  toiling  on  his  farm,  not 
leine  heard  by  thb  court,  his  ric^htsare  disregard- 
h1,  the  truth  of  his  condition  unknown.  For  one, 
1  do  not  wonder  that  the  puffing  eulogies  of  this 
leciston,  by  such  men  as  these,  should  resound  in 
)UT  ears,  and  in  the  ears  of  the  honorable  court 
00,  whose  praises  from  such  a  source  can  never 
)e  envied  them.  Such  noles  may  jingle  sweetly 
ipon  the  ears,  and  thrill  to  the  hearts  of  the  very 
venerable  three,  who,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  as  in- 
nocent as  they  are  ignorant  of  the  causes  from 
rbence  they  proceed.  But  to  me,  and  to  my 
neighbors,  who,  unfortunately  for  us,  have  some 
practical  experience  in  this  thing ;  to  me,  and  my 
:ountrymeD,  who  are  now  struggling  beneath  the 
weight  of  that  horizontal  partition,  of  which  we 
have  had  such  an  appropriate  and  suitable  de- 
scription, but  which,  with  three  members  of  the 
Federal  court  on  the  upper  side  of  it,  becomes  an 
ntolerable  load ;  these  notes,  or  this  sound,  is  not 
lalike  the  requiem  of  so  many  grave-diggers,  or 
he  hosannas  of  so  many  coffin-makers,  over  the 
Vuits  of  a  desolating  and  terrible  pestilence  or 
epidemic,  against  which  it  is  pretended  that  no 
Lotidote  can  be  applied. 

Upon  the  whole,  sir,  said  Mr.  M..  I  am  fully 
)ersuaded,  that  unless  the  law  in  relation  to  this 
;ourt  is  amended,  so  as  to  extend  protection  and 
«cority  to  the  inllustrious  and  productive  classes 
)f  the  community,  af^ainst  the  arts  and  chicanery 
)f  that  set  of  individuals  who  love  to  riot  upon 
he  fruiu  of  the  labor  of  others,  the  blightin|; 


breath  of  the  Federal  judiciary  will  be  more  dread- 
ed in  this  land  of  libierty,  than  the  coming  of  i^n 
Egyptian  sirocco.  Mr.  M.  said  there  were  yet 
many  strong  points  of  view  in  which  this  subject 
mixrht  be  presented  to  the  House ;  but,  as  no  one 
had  denied  the  right  of  the  Legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky to  enact  any  law  upon  this  subject — as  no 
one  either  attempted  to  question  the  validity  of 
the  laws,  or  to  aovocate  the  decision  of  the  court, 
by  which  it  seemed  they  were  to  be  rendered  a 
nullity,  he  would  not,  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
session,  trespass  upon  the  precious  time  of  the 
House,  to  whom  he  tendered  his  thanks  for  the 
politeness  which  had  been  extended  to  him. 
When  Mr.  Mbtcalfe  had  concluded — 
Mr.  McDuFFis,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and 
opposed  the  amendment,  as  practically  operating 
to  leave  the  constitutionality  of  any  State  law 
interminably  uncertain.  He  yindicated  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  Co- 
hens, (formerly  referred  to  in  the  debate  on  Mr* 
Letcher's  resolutions,)  and  maintained  that  that 
decision  was  virtually  a  decision  of  the  question 
whether  the  United  States  have  or  have  not  a 
Government. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  said,  a  consideration  to 
which  he  should  allude,  in  the  few  remarks  he 
was  about  to  submit,  he  hoped  would  be  received 
as  a  just  excuse  for  now  troubling  the  House. 
Before  he  made  that  allusion,  however,  he  begged 
leave  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  jg^eneral  princi- 
ples involved  in  the  motion  of  his  friend  from 
ICentucky.  It  had  been  urged  that  the  Supreme 
Court  was  subject  to  the  innuence  of  the  Govern- 
ment, under  which  it  derived  its  creation.  In  re- 
ply to  this,  he  said,  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  the  creature  of  the  several  States  form- 
ing the  Confederacy,  and,  for  the  purposes  of  its 
institution,  it  was  as  much  the  creature  of  the 
people  as  the  constitutions  of  the  several  States; 
and  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  therefore^ 
were  as  much  the  judges  of  the  people  for  those 
purposes,  as  the  State  judges  were  for  the  purposes 
of  local  ad  indication.  But  he  would  ask,  whether 
there  was  likely  to  be  a  greater  inclination  on  the 
part  of  the  Supreme  Cpurt,  to  increase  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Federal  Grovernment,  than  there  might 
be  in  the  State  judges  to  enlarge  the  powers  of 
the  States?  In  many  States,  it  was  known,  ha 
said,  that  the  judges  hold  their  appointments  for 
short  or  limited  periods.  In  some  cases,  they  are 
appointed  by  the  Legislatures.  If^  then,  (he  Le- 
gislature should,  under  a  particular  state  of  excite- 
ment, adopt  a  particular  measure  supposed  to  be 
for  the  relief  ol  the  State,  although  in  contraven- 
tion of  either  the  Federal  or  State  Constitution, 
he  should  submit  whether  judges  thus  circum- 
stanced, thus  dependent  on  the  Legislature  for  a 
renewal  of  their  appointments,  were  not  at  least — 
he  would  ask  if  they  were  not  more — likely  to 
yield  to  the  popular  feelincs  and  excitement  in 
such  State,  and  carry  .such  law  into  effect,  than 
the  Supreme  Court  would  be,  from  a  mistaken 
love  of  power,  to  thwart  the  just  and  Constitu* 
tional  measures  of  any  State?  He  thought^ un- 
der such  circumstances,  the  Supreme  Court  would 
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foe  the  safest  tribunal  to  decide  the  qaestion,  eren 
with  reference  to  the  permanent  interests  of  the 
State  itself.  But,  said  he,  if  yovL  require  the  con- 
currence of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  members 
of  that  tribunal,  do  ^ou  not  endanger  the  whole- 
some correction  which  it  was  intended  that  court 
should  make  of  any  measures  of  abuses,  which 
the  Slates,  under  a  state  of  excitement,  might 
adopt? 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  secures 
to  the  citizens  of  each  State  the  rights  of  citizens 
of  the  several  States.  The  citizens  of  one  State 
may  hold  property  in  any  other  State.  They  may 
contract  with  the  citizens  of  any  other  State,  and 
are  entitled  to  a  just  remedy  to  enforce  such  con- 
tracts. Mi|[ht  it  not  happen  that  non-residents 
might  acquire  large  claims  against  the  citizens 
of  any  given  State?  Such,  for  example,  as  was 
the  case  a  few  years  ago  in  relation  to  Eastern 
merchants  with  the  people  of  the  West.  Such, 
indeed,  as  was  the  case  with  the  people  of  the 
State  whence  this  proposition  originates,  and  the 
merchants  east  of  the  mountains.  In  such  a  case, 
if  the  debtor  State  should  adopt  unconstitutional 
measures  for  the  relief  of  its  citizens,  would  not 
the  principle  requiring  the  concurrence  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to 
correct  such  a  procedure,  more  expose  the  credit- 
ors to  the  injury,  than  the  usual  mode  of  decision 
would  the  debtors  ?  Such  a  principle,  indeed,  he 
conceived  well  calculated  to  alter  the  whole  the- 
ory of  our  Government. 

The  object  of  government  was  as  well  to  protect 
minorities  as  majorities.  This  principle  would 
go  far  to  destroy  those  rights. 

But  the  particular  case,  which  might  by  positi* 
bility  occur  for  the  decision  of  this  tribunal,  was 
one  of  grave  and  serious  importance.  He  said 
the  United  States  had  admitted  the  State  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent  into  the  Union,  under  a 
compact  that  slavery  shall  not  exist  within  its 
limits.  At  present,  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens 
of  that  State  were  under  the  impression  that  the 
Introduction  of  slavery  would  tend  greatly  to  re- 
lieve their  pecuniary  embarrassments,  embarrass- 
ments which,  indeed,  afflicted  every  portion  of 
the  West.  Acting  under  the  influence  of  a  strong 
anxiety  to  relieve  themselves  from  their  distress, 
many  of  them  were  now  disposed  to  test  the  bind- 
ing character  of  this  compact,  and  to  abrogate  it. 
Without  intending  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
effect  of  this  compact,  he  would  remark  that, 
should  a  majority  of  the  people  decide  on  the 
adoption  of  the  measure,  it  would  doubtless  make 
a  case  for  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court ; 
and,  should  it  happen,  it  will  be  a  fearful  question. 
It  will  involve  nothing  less,  sir,  than  the  balance 
of  power  between  the  slave  and  non-slave  holding 
States.  Those  who  witnessed,  as  well  as  those 
who  know  of,  the  convulsive  discussion  in  this 
House  on  the  Missouri  question,  cannot  fail  to  ap- 
preciate the  magnitude  of  this  subject.  In  decid- 
ing that  question,  should  it  erer  arise,  if  a  majority 
of  that  court  shall  be  found  to  decide  against  the 
validity  of  the  act  of  the  State^  but  not  a  suffi- 
cient majority  under  the  provisioii  now  under 


consideration,  it  coiHd  not  fail  to  shake  the  nation 
to  its  centre. 

While  this  tribunal  may  be  called  on  to  decide 
questions  of  such  momentous  magnitude,  hethou^ht 
it  behooved  the  House  to  examine  well  the  eifects 
of  the  principle  now  proposed.  For  such  exami- 
nation, we  certainly  are  not  prepared  atthistiine, 
and  the  amendment,  therefore,  should  not  now  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  A.  Stevcnbon,  of  Virginia, suggested  tbit, 
as  the  session  was  far  advanced,  and  this  subject 
was  of  great  moment,  it  would  be  most  ezpedieot 
to  withdraw  the  amendment  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Metcalfe  expressed  some  reloctaace  at 
adopting  this  course,  but  finally  consented  to  witii- 
draw  the  amendment ;  and,  having  done  so— 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


TuesoAY,  May  18. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  <<An  act  authorizing  an  examiiM- 
tion  and  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Uharlestoo,  in 
South  Carolina;  of  Saint  Mary's  in  Greorgia;  and 
of  the  coast  of  Florida;  and  lot  other  purposes  f 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nirai 
Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johk  T.  Jobnson, 

Risohed,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  pay  to  each  messeoger, 
for  his  extra  services,  fifty  dollars,  in  addition  to 
what  was  allowed  at  the  end  of  the  last  sessioo. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prssideit 
OF  THE  Unite 0  States,  as  follows : 
To  the  Houu  of  lUpreBeniaiiveM  of  the  Uniied  Stda . 

I  commUDioste  to  the  Honse  a  report,  with  sccob- 
panying  docuoDents,  received  from  Aleiander  Hamil- 
ton, one  of  the  Commissioners  of  land  titles  in  But 
Florida ;  deeming  the  statements  therein  contained  ts 
be  worthy  of  the  particular  attention  of  the  Hoom, 
and  of  a  nature  which  may,  perhape,  require  their  in- 
terposition, or  that  of  both  branches  of  the  LegitlttoR' 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

Washivotov,  May  18,  18S4. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz:  Ai 
act  providing  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  seat  of 
government  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  aod  foi 
other  parposes ;  An  act  granting  donations  oflaad 
to  certain  actual  settlers  in  the  Territory  of  Flor- 
ida ;  An  act  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Supreme  Court ;  were  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  to  discontinue  certain  post  roads,  and 
to  establish  others. 

Various  amendments  were  made  in  the  detaih 
of  this  bill — a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BAB^ 
LETT,  of  New  Hampshire,  to  strike  out  the  2d  se^ 
tion,  which  discontinues  certain  routes  from  aod 
after  the  25th  of  April  next.  The  motion  vas 
negatived.  And  the  section  was  gone  throug^i 
and  almost  the  whole  of  it  stricken  out,  lioe  by 
line ;  when  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 
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The  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whieh 
is  committed  the  bill  to  alter  the  judicial  districts 
of  Virgioia,  and  for  other  purposes,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  considcratioa  thereof. 

DAY  OF  ADJOORNMKNT. 

Mr.  CoNNsa,  of  New  York,  moved  to  consider 
(be  joiot  resoIutioD  on  a  day  of  adjourn meut,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of 
coDsideratioo ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CocKfi  moved  for  a  call  of  the  House,  pre- 
Woas  to  calling  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  was  carried — aves  62,  noes  50. 

The  roll  was  then  partly  called,  when  Mr.  Tay- 
lor moved  to  dispense  with  the  further  call; 
which  was  agreed  to.  Th«  question  of  consider- 
ation was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  deter- 
mined as  follows—yeas  99,  nays  73. 

Bo  the  House  amed  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  proposed  the  86th 
instant. 

Mr.  Allbn,  of  Massachusetts,  proposed  an  ear- 
lier day. 

Mr.  CcLPSPBR,  of  North  Carolina,  was  opposed 
to  an  adjournment  at  so  early  a  da?  as  even  the 
latest  which  was  proposed.  He  adverted  to  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  investigation  on 
charges  preferred  against  a  high  officer  of  the 
Government,  and  to  the  summons  which  had  been 
despatched  by  an  officer  of  the  House  for  the  per- 
son who  preferred  those  charges.  The  House  had 
been  heretofore  informed  that,  allowing  time  for 
goiog  and  returning,  the  individual  in  question 
might  be  expected  to  arrive  here  by  the  26fh  of 
this  month.  For  his  part,  he  said,  he  was  un will- 
ing to  go  away  without  allowing  a  reasonable 
time  for  the  return  of  the  messenger,  dbc.  The 
charges  which  had  been  preferred,  had  been  con- 
udered  of  sufficient  importance  to  entitle  them  to 
investigation,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  adjourn 
until  that  investigation  was  completed,  and  the 
whole  facts  of  the  case  reported  to  the  House, 
vheo,  he  said,  he  would  express  his  opinion  oi 
ibe  merits  of  it,  regardless  of  conseqpmces,  and 
tie  hoped  the  House  would  do  the  same. 

Mr.  Wabfibld,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  every 
>De  knew  that  the  8ergeant-at-Arms  of  this  House 
iad  gone  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  this  House 
Mr.  Bdvrards,  to  be  examined  respecting  certain 
charges  which  he  had  preferred  against  one  of 
the  highest  officers  of  the  Gk>vemment.  Whether, 
n  sending  for  him,  the  committee  of  this  House 
tad  done  right  or  wrong,  was  not  now  the  quet- 
ion ;  bat,  having  done  it,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
:  due  respect  to  the  parties  interestea,  to  public 
ipinion,  and  to  consistency  in  the  course  of  this 
ody,  would  induce  the  House,  at  aU  events,  to 
ontinue  the  session  until  the  person  to  whom  he 
eferred  should  have  had  a  reasonable  opportunity 
f  reaching  the  Seat  of  Government  Otherwise, 
aid  he,  in  what  situation  before  the  publio  shall 
re  present  ourselves  1  He  was  as  willing  as  any 
entleman  to  bring  this  session  to  a  close;  but,  a 
ue  respect  to  the  distinguished  officer  whose 
ondnct  is  arraigned,  and  to  every  consideration 
onneeted  with  the  subject,  forbadle,  in  his  opin- 


ion, an  adjournment  earlier  than  the  31sc  instaat> 
which  day,  therefore^  he  proposed. 

Mr.  WicKLippB,  or  Kentucky,  put  it  to  the  House 
whether,  under  the  circumstances  known  to  them, 
they  would  remain  in  session  to  await  the  arrival 
of  the  officer  of  this  House.  He  had  just  been 
informed  that  the  fiTergeant-at-Arms  arrived  at 
Louisville,  so  as  to  leave  that  place  for  Ed- 
wardsville  on  the  4th  of  this  month ;  by  the  10th 
of  the  month  he  may  have  reached  EdwardsviUe ; 
by  the  17th  he  may  have  arrived  at  Louisville,  on 
his  return :  it  will  take  8  or  10  days  to  get  thence 
to  Wheeling,  and  three  or  four  days  thence  to  this 
place,  supposing  no  interruption  of  the  journey  to 
occur :  and  when  it  is  recollected  that  there  was 
no  regular  chain  of  steamboat  navigation,  and 
that  travellers  have  sometimes  to  wait  several  days 
for  a  passage,  could  it  be  in  the  contemplation  of 
any  gentleman  to  wait  here  until  the  messenger 
returns-— say,  till  the  15th,  or  even  the  10th  of 
June.  He  wished  the  resolution  were  made  blank, 
so  as  to  611  it  with  such  day  as  a  majority  of  the 
Hou^  should  be  found  to  approve. 

Mr.  Webstbr,  of  Massaonu8etts,said  that,  when 
this  subject  was  before  the  House  the  other  dav, 
the  member  from  Illinois  stated,  from  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  distance,  dbc.«  that  an  answer  to  the 
summons  of  this  House  might  be  expected  by  the 
23d  or  24th  of  this  month.  From  the  facts  which 
had  since  come  U>  the  knowledge  of  the  gentle* 
man,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  should  like  to  know  what 
was  his  present  opinion  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Cook  said  that,  when  be  made  a  statement 
on  this  subject  some  days  ago,  it  was  impossible 
that  he  should  be  apprized  of  the  obstructions  to 
the  progret0  of  the  messenger  of  the  House.  He 
had  stated  that  he  might  return  by  the  23d  or  24th 
of  the  month,  but  that  was  upon  the  supposition 
that  no  difficulty  had  occurred  in  his  progress  in 
the  river.  Since  making  that  statement,  he  had 
seen  a  letter  from  the  Sergeant-at- Arms,  that  he 
was  not  able  to  leave  Louisville  before  4  o'clock 
in  the  aHernoon  of  the  4th  of  May.  He  might 
reach  EdwardsviUe  in  five  or  six  days.  If  an  op- 
portunity should  present  itself  for  resuming  his 
journey  by  water,  he  might  return  to  Louisville 
in  five  days,  sav  bv  the  15th  of  this  month.  It 
was  not  probable  tnat  he  could  reach  this  place 
in  less  than  fifteen  days  after  his  arrival  at  Louis- 
ville. It  would  not  be  reasonable,  therefore,  to 
calculate  on  the  arrival  of  the  messenger  or  Mr* 
Edwards  sooner  than  the  30th  of  the  month^  under 
any  circumstances.  And  if  the  House  is  disposed 
to  wait  for  him,  said  Mr.  C,  as  I  sincerelr  hope  it 
is,  that  obiect  will  be  entirely  defeated  ny  fixing 
on  an  earlier  day  for  the  adjournment  than  the 
last  of  this  month.  Mr.  C.  repeated,  that  he 
most  sincerely  hoped  that  the  House  would  con- 
tinue in  session  until  Mr.  Edwards  should  arrive* 

Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  said,  that  there  was 
no  member  of  the  House  who  would  remain  here, 
were  the  session  prolonged,  at  greater  personal  in* 
convenieno&  or  sacrifice  of  interest  or  of  feeling, 
than  himsel/.  But  it  was  too  late  now  for  gen- 
tlemen to  listen  to. considerations  of  that  descrip- 
tion.   The  decision  has  been  taken.    Every  gen- 
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tlennn  must  have  known,  when  this  investigation 
was  instituted,  that  it  would  be  attended  with  se- 
rious inconveniences.  I  was  mytelf  fuHf  aware 
of  it,  said  he,  and  it  was  for  that  reason,  among 
others  of  higher  import,  that  I  was  opposed  to  the 
institution  of  this  committee  of  investigBition.  The 
House,  however,  determined  to  go  on,  and  it  does 
appear  to  me  to  be  due  to  the  parties  and  to  the 
character  of  the  House,  that  it  shall  now  be  car- 
ried through,  and  that  every  opportunity  shall  be 
given,  to  ail  the  parties  concerned,  for  a  full  in- 
vestigation. Lajruiff  aside  all  personal  considera- 
tions, the  public  good  demanded  this  course.  From 
what  had  been  said  by  the  honorable  member  from 
Illinois,  it  was  apparent  that  aa  earlier  day  for  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Edwards,  than  the  last  day  of  the 
month,  could  not  be  fixed.  But  the  reasons  which 
influenced  him,  Mr.  MeL.  said,  would  prevent 
him  from  voting^^  at  this  time,  to  fix  any  day  of 
adjournment.  The  committee  of  investigation 
had  sent  for  the  individual  who  preferred  the 
charges  which  are  under  investigation.  If  I  un- 
derstand the  process  with  which  our  ofllcer  is 
charged,  said  he,  it  does  not  authorize  the  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms  to  bring  this  individual  here.  It  is 
a  mere  sttramons  to  him  to  attend,  which  he  may 
obey,  or  not.  He  probably  mav  not  be  ready — 
few  invividuals  would  be  ready,  at  so  short  a 
nbtice,  to  set  off  on  so  long  a  journey,  the  day  he 
receives  the  summons.  In  any  event,  he  cannot 
giet  here  before  the  thirty-first  of  the  month,  and 
perhaps  not  for  some  days  later.  And  for  what 
jrarpose,  sir,  have  we  sent  for  him  ?  Is  it  to  pre- 
sent himself  here,  and  say,  ''  Here  I  am,''  and  thus 
let  the  business  end  ?  That  is  certainly  not  my 
▼ieW  of  the  case.  Here  is  a  charge' which  the 
House  has  deemed  of  sufiicient  importance  to  tnsti- 
tote  an  inquiry  in  relation  to  it.  They  have  sent 
for  Mr.  Edwards,  to  deliver  what  testimony  he 
mar  be  able  to  afford  in  relation  to  it.  After  this 
is  done,  time  should  be  allowed  for  an  investiga- 
tion of  all  matters  connected  with  this  individual; 
and  I  am  free  to  say  that  I,  for  one,  want  time  to 
follow  it  up.  I  do  not  want  merely  to  have  Mr. 
Bdwards  here,  and  to  have  a  report  made  upon 
the  subject,  but  I  want  to  have  a  full  investiga- 
tion. For  these  reasons  I  am  not  willing  now  to 
fixa  day  of  adjournment.  If  that  be  done,  in  what 
situation  will  the  House  be  placed?  Suppose 
that  any  accident  shoold  occur  to  prerent  the  ar- 
rival or  Mr.  Edwards  on  the  thirty-first:  the  day 
bet^ig  now  fixed,  the  House  will  have  adjoumM, 
perhaps,  the  rtrj  day  before  he  arrives.  This 
course,  Mr.  MtL.  said,  he  conceived,  would  be 
unjust  to  the  party  whoee  reputation  had  been  as- 
sailed in  the  address  to  the  House.  He  was  wil- 
ling, at'  all  risks,  to  remain  till  this  individual 
should  come — have  been  examined  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  result  reported  to  this  House,  and 
acted  upon.  If  necessary  to  public  justice,  he 
would  wait  here  until  midsummer  to  see  these 
olnects  accomplished. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  entirely  con- 
curred in  most  of  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware,  but  he  differed  from  him  as  to  his  con- 
clusion.   From  the  information  which  had  been 


given  to  the  House,  by  the  gentleman  from  Illi' 
nois,  it  was  perfectly  evident,  and  most  strike  the 
mind  of  every  body,  that  Mr.  Edwards  cannot  be 
expected  to  arrive  here  before  the  fourth  or  fifth 
of  June.  If  the  House  waited  for  his  arriral  at 
all,  consistency  and  a  sense  of  duty  would  reqoire 
them  to  remain  in  session  until  he  was  examioH, 
that  the  information  which  he  possesses  mty  be 
eviscerated  and  laid  before  the  House.  On  a  mod- 
erate calculation,  this  will  take  to  the  tenth  of  June; 
and,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  ask  whether  we  will  deUf  oar 
adjournment  till  that  day  on  this  accoant,  or  wb^ 
ther  we  shall  not  rather  adjourn  at  an  otherwise 
convenient  season?  If  I  tnought,  that,  to  awiit 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  of  any  impor- 
tance to  the  countrj^,  or  to  the  distinguished  offi- 
cer whoee  conduct  is  implicated  by  the  charges, 
I  would  remain  here  at  any  sacrifice.  Bot  I  am 
not  of  that  opinion.  When  Mr.  Edwards  pre- 
sented his  charges  to  this  House,  he  referred  for 
the  foundation  and  support  of  them  to  docomeih 
tary  testimony,  and  to  that  alone.  That  testimoor, 
with  the  charges,  is  in  the  possession  of  as  able 
and  impartial  committee  as  was  ever  raised  in  any 
public  body.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  committee 
IS,  or  can  be  in  one  or  two  days,  ready  to  report 
upon  that  testimony.  Now.  I  ask,  how  can  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  implicated  bj  an 
adjournment,  without  waiting  for  Mr.  Edwards! 
The  proofs  are  here ;  the  committee  is  diligeody 
engaged  in  the  examination  of  them,  and  are 
ready  (or  can  be  in  a  short  time)  to  make  their 
report  |  and  I  protest  against  the  idea  of  the  Hoose 
having  committed  itself,  or  pledged  it«elf  in  any 
way,  to  wait  for  Mr.  Edwards.  The  Hoose  bas 
not,  in  any  way,  confirmed  the  decision  of  tbat 
committee  to  send  for  Mr.  Edwards.  At  the  time 
this  accusation  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  brought  (o 
the  House,  I  tried  three  several  times  to  get  the 
fioor,  to  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  one  dij- 
Had  this  been  then  done,  I  am  persuaded  weshooM 
have  had  no  further  trouble  with  it.  Beiieviog 
that  the  House  is  not  pledeed,  and  that  it  is  not 
expected  of  us  to  wait  for  1^.  Edwards ;  and  that, 
as  regards  our  legislative  business,  we  shall  be 
perfectly  prepared  to  adjourn  on  Monday,  1  will 
propose  that  day.  In  any  event,  the  motion  of  mf 
friend  from  Maryland  ought  not  to  prevail.  If 
the  House  determine  to  wait  and  examine  Mr. 
Edwards,  they  ought  to  adopt  the  views  of  the 
ffentleman  from  Delaware,  and  not  at  this  time 
fix  upon  any  day  for  the  adjournment  If  other- 
wise, the  earliest  day  that  had  been  named  should 
be  taken. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Sodth  Carolina,  said  he  was 
as  little  disposed  as  bis  friend  from  Delaware  to 
adopt  a  course  calculated  to  preclude  anf  deci- 
sion on  this  subject,  that  was  due  to  the  character 
of  the  House,  or  proj»erly  subservient  to  tbeeodj 
of  justice.  But,  believing  that  the  views  wbicD 
he  had  taken  of  this  subject  were  erroneoos,  be 
could  not  but  bel  ieve,if  the  House  came  to  thedeci- 
sion  which  he  recommended,  it  would  not  subserre 
the  purpose  of  justice,  but  only  vexatioo^k  p^ 
long  the  session.  He  b^ged  leave  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  more  directly  to  theinbjfct 
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iovolred  in  this  question.  What  is  it  ?  said  he. 
Ad  officer  who  has  received  an  appoiatmeot 
within  the  gift  of  the  Execative  of  this  coontry, 
has  made  a  charge  against  an  officer  in  the  Cabi* 
net  of  the  Executive.  Instead  of  directing  this 
charge  to  his  proper  Chief,  the  Executive,  the 
accusing  party  has  improperly,  and  I  regret  it, 
thrown  it  into  this  House.  Under  the  excitement 
of  the  moment,  which  I  also  regret,  this  charge 
took  what  I  conceive  an  improper  direction  in  this 
House.  It  has  been  pot  into  the  possession  of  a 
committee,  acknowMged  on  all  hands  to  be  ex- 
ceedingly well  qualified  to  investigate  it.  But,  in 
reference  to  the  course  which  the  House  ought 
now  to  take,  Mr.  H.  said,  it  is  very  proper  that 
tbe-gronnds  of  the  accuser  himself  should  be  taken 
into  consideration.  In  support  of  his  charges,  to 
what  does  be  refer  us?  To  his  own  testimony 
hereafter  to  be  delivered  ?  To  oral  proof  of  any 
description  whatsoever?  To  any  evidence  be- 
yond the  walls  of  the  Capitol  ?  No:  but  to  doc- 
uments already  in  the  possession  of  the  House. 
(Jnder  a  belief  that  this  individual  may  have  done 
irrong,  to  the  character  of  theofficer  to  whom  his 
charges  relate,  a  messenger  has  been  despatched 
t)y  this  House  to  summon  him  here.  That  was 
iupererogatory,  for  the  Executive  had  anticipated 
his  act  of  the  House,  and,  with  great  propriety, 
tecause  that  is  the  branch  of  the  Government  to 
vhich  he  is  at  present  amenable,  transmitted  to 
lim  instructions  to  await  the  proceedings  of  this 
Jouse.  His  presence  here,  however,  Mr.  H.  said, 
vas  not  in  the  slightest  degree  material  to  the  de- 
isi'on  of  the  case  before  the  Hoase.  Now,  if 
he  individaal  preferring  these  accusations  could 
4 re  any  just  ground  of  complaint  against  the 
louse  for  not  awaiting  his  arrival,  he  admitted 
1  would  be  proper  that  they  should  do  so.  But, 
oald  he,  under  all  the  circumstances,  have  any 
apse  of  complaint  on  that  score?  Mr.  H.  con- 
eived  not.  He  understood  (he  said)  that  it  was 
I  the  power  of  the  committee  of  investigation, 
om  the  materials  which  they  have  collected,  to 
Mke  a  report  in  the  coarse  of  four  or  five  days, 
idmitting  that,  in  the  result  of  that  investigation, 
might  arise,  that  justice  required,  on  one  or  the 
iher  hand,  further  measures^  was  this  House  to 
tke  them  ?  Noy  for,  he  said,  ha  did  not  appre- 
end  thai,  in  any  event,  it  was  proposed  to  carry 
le  matter  to  the  extent  of  impeachment.  What 
len  ?    Was  it  desirable  to  have  a  debate  got  up 

I  this  House,  to  involve  the  discussion  of  angry 
id  irritating  topies — a  discossion  which,  it  is  pos* 
ble,  would  be  attended  with  most  unpleasant 
wseqaences  ?    If  ultimate  justice  was  necessary 

be  done,  hy  whom  is  it  to  be  done  ?  ^  By  the 
xecuttve  of  the  country ;  and,  if  either  Individ* 

II  concerned  shall  conceive  that  any  injustice 
IS  been  done  to  him,  to  that  authority  let  him 
peal  for  redress.  Mr.  H.  here  disclaimed,  most 
sitively  and  emphatically,  any  intention  of  un- 
adness  in  regard  to  either  of  the  individuals,  in 
e  course  which  he  was  disposed  to  pursue.  But, 
naining  here,  at  vast  cost  to  the  country,  and 
vast  iacoDVenience  to  the  individual  members 
Congresi|  he  should  consider  wholly  unjustifi- 


able. The  ffentleman  from  Delaware^  he  said, 
had  admitted  some  things  fatal  to  his  own  argu- 
ment. It  was  imposible,  he  had  remarked,  to  sar 
whether  Mr.  Edwards  would  be  able,  from  ill 
health,  or  other  circumstances,  to  come  at  all. 
The  very  uncertainty  attending  this  subject  was 
conclusive  why  an  earl  v  day  should  be  fixed  upon 
for  adjournment.  If  Mr.  Edwards  can  come  at 
all,  he  will  probably  be  here  by  the  24th  or  25th, 
as  estimated  heretofore,  and,  as  yet,  possible.  But, 
honestlv  believing  that  it  was  not  necessary  he 
should  DC  present,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  should  vote  for 
an  adjournment  on  the  26th  instant. 

Mr.  MfiBCSR,  of  Virginia,  said,  if  he  was  un- 
willing to  fix  the  time  of  adjournment  at  present, 
it  was  not  from  regard  to  the  accuser,  whose 
charges  had,  from  the  choice  of  the  individual 
himself,  been  made  from  a  point  distant  from  the 
Capitol,  when  he  might  have  made  them  here, 
had  he  supposed  it  due  to  himself  to  be  present  at 
their  investiaation.  Certainly,  after  delaying  the 
mission  to  Mexico  for  eighteen  months,  the  Ex* 
ecutive  would  have  had  no  difficulty  in  granting 
the  Minister  five  or  six  days  more  for  that  pur- 
pose. With  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  accused, 
and  of  the  country,  one  thing  it  was  highly  im- 
portant to  know,  viz :  whether  the  testimony  of 
this  indif  idual  was  considered  by  the  committee 
of  investigation  to  be  material  or  not.  This 
House  had  no  agency  in  sending  for  him.  The 
warrant  was  issued  antecedent  to  any  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  this  House  upon  the  subject.  We 
are  to  infer,  from  the  fact  that  the  committee  sent 
for  him,  that  Mr.  Edwards  is  deemed  a  material 
witness.  The  committee  had  no  right  to  send 
for  him  unless  his  testimony  was  considered  im- 
portant. We  have,  therefore,  a  right  to  suppose 
that  his  testimony  is  material,  because  otherwise 
he  would  not  have  been  sent  for.  If  his  testi- 
mony is  material,  and  we  adjourn  before  his  ar- 
rival, the  public  opinion  will  be,  that  we  have  ar- 
rested the  invest^ation  of  hid  charges.  If  that 
be  the  only  question  to  be  decided,  my  mind,  said 
Mr.  M.,  is  made  up.  I  will  not  do  any  act  that 
shall  oompromit  the  dignity  or  justice  of  this 
House.  Unless  we  have  information,  from  the 
committee,  that  the  witness  is  not  deemed  a  ma- 
terial one,  I  cannot  consent  to  adjourn  short  of 
the  period  when  Mr.  Edwards  may  arrive  and  be 
examined.  Was  it  possible,  Mr.  M.  asked,  that 
the  House  would  receive  this  accusation,  apnohit 
a  committee  to  investigate  it,  and  then  aojoum 
without  acting  conclusively  upon  it?  It  was 
highly  important,  to  the  proper  decision  of  the 
pending  question,  to  know  from  the  committee 
what  were  the  views  which  he  entertained  of 
the  consequence  of  Mr.  Edwards's  testimony; 
and  Mr.  M.  rested  the  question  on  this  ground — 
that,  if  the  testimonv  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  ma- 
terial, the  House  ought  to  remain  in  session  until 
he  arrived,  and  that  the  House  had  a  right  to  pre- 
sume it  was  so,  until  informed  by  the  committee 
to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Manoum,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  was 
as  anxious  as  any  member  of  the  House  could  be, 
to  leave  this  wretched  place,  and  return  home,  if, 
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contrary  to  his  opioion  of  the  matter,  a  sense  of 
duty  would  allow  of  aa  adjoaronient  as  early  as 
was  proi)osed.  It  had  beea  sard  that  the  act  of 
calliog  for  Mr.  Edwards  was  not  the  act  of  this 
House,  and,  further,  that  the  presence  of  the  ac- 
cuser is  not  necessary^^nd  that  he  himself  has 
shown  that  it  is  not.  But,  said  Mr.  M.,  we  have 
committed  the  investigation  of  this  matter  to  a 
committee  composed  of  gentlemen  esteemed  on 
all  sides  of  the  House  for  their  superior  intelli- 
gence and  unquestionable  integrity.  That  com- 
mittee, in  its  wisdom,  has  decided,  and,  I  believe, 
with  perfect  unanimity,  that  Mr.  Edwards  should 
be  brought  before  them.  It  is  to  be  presumed 
there  are  some  matters  of  fact  which  he  is  ex- 
pected to  disclose,  which  make  his  presence  ne- 
cessary ;  and,  until  I  bear  to  the  contrary  from 
that  committee,  I  shall  oppose  my  humble  opinion 
and  voice  against  an  adjournment  before  Mr. 
Edwards's  arrival.  And  this  view  of  the  case 
appeals  most  strongly,  not  to  the  friends  of  the 
distinguished  person  who  stands  accused  before 
us,  and  in  so  delicate  a  relation  to  this  House  and 
to  the  nation,  but  to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Edwards. 
What  will  be  the  consequence  if,  after  the  solemn 
decision  of  our  committee,  that  it  is  necessary  Mr. 
Edwards  should  be  brought  before  this  House,  we 
should  say  his  presence  is  entirely  unnecessary, 
and  that  a  reference  to  documentary  tescimonj 
only  is  necessary  ?  If  such  be  the  fact,  why  is  it 
not  announced  to  the  Hoose  from  the  proper 
source,  the  committee  which  sent  for  him?  It  is 
not  announced,  and  I,  therefore,  presume  that  the 
opinion  still  exists  that  Mr.  Edwards  ought  to  be 
here.  And,  whilst  this  is  the  fact,  we  shall  treat 
the  just  claims  of  this  high  officei  (the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury)  with  worse  than  scorn  and  con- 
tumely, if,  after  having  sent  for  his  accuser,  we 
adjourn  before  be  comes,  and  deprive  the  accused 
of  the  opportunity  of  a  full  and  fair  investigation 
of  these  charges.  On  the  other  hand,  what  have 
you  done?  Have  you  not,  to  a  certain  extent, 
endorsed  these  charges  ?  That  which  never  could 
have  stuck  to  the  character  of  the  Secretary,  have 
you  not  fixed  there,  by  a  solemn  act,  in  recog- 
nising the  claim  of  these  charges  to  investigation? 
And  will  you  abandon  the  investigation,  and,  as 
far  as  you  can,  suffer  the  obloquy  to  remain  ?  It 
has  been  said  that  it  is  due  to  both  these  high 
officers,  the  accuser  as  well  as  the  accuaed,  that 
this  investigation  should  not  be  closed  without 
waiting  for  Mr.  Edwards.  As  to  one  of  these 
persons.  Mr.  M.  said,  he  differed  from  the  gentle- 
man wno  thus  said;  because,  as  to  the  accuser,  he 
could  have  made  his  charges  at  an3r  time,  as  well 
as  when  he  did  make  them — and,  if  it  had  been 
absolutely  necessary  that  he  should  be  present 
during  the  investigation,  he  could  have  procured 
himself  the  opportunity  of  being  so,  without  the 
inviution  of  this  House.  He  selected  his  time ; 
and,  near  the  close  of  the  session,  when  he  is  at  a 
distance  from  the  Seat  of  Government,  he  has 
preferred  to  present  his  charges.  We  have  par- 
tially sanctioned  those  charges  by  consenting  to 
inv&ttigate  them;  and  shaU  we  submit  to  the 
humiliating  constructioa  of  abandoning  the  in- 


quiry by  adjourning  before  the  investigttioo  is 
closed  ?  To  try  the  sense  of  the  House  oa  the 
subject,  whether  it  is  prepared  to  act  upon  its 

{iresent  information,  he  moved  that  the  rewlotiott 
ie  on  the  table. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  with- 
out debate,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Albzanobb  Smttb.  of  Virginia,  then  rose 
and  said  that  he  should  vote  for  adjourning  od  the 
31st  of  the  present  month.  He  should  notbeii 
favor  of  waiting  till  that  day  for  the  arriril  of 
the  individual  who  had  been  sent  for,  and  the 
prosecution  of  the  inquiry  which  had  been  cooh 
menced,  were  that  to  oe  the  sole  object.  But  be 
thought  that  the  time  of  the  House  might  be  foUf 
and  usefully  occupied  in  business  of  a  publie  aod 
strictly  parliamentary  kind.  He  had  been  in- 
formed  by  a  gentleman,  on  whose  accoracf,ifi 
matters  pertaining  to  the  business  of  this  Hoose, 
he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  relying,  that  there  yet 
remained  as  many  as  ninety  bills  and  thirt?  re- 
ports of  committees,  yet  unacted  upon,  or  only  ia 
part  attended  to.  These  would  usefully  occopf 
the  time,  and  it  was  very  possible  that,  before  the 
dajr  he  had  mentioned,  the  person  expected  mi^ht 
arrive.  He  thought  the  ^ntleman  from  Illioois 
mistaken  in  his  calculation  when  he  said  tbtt 
that  person  could  not  be  here  before  the  31st  in- 
stant. He  believed  that  the  journey  from  Loois- 
vilie  to  this  city  might  be  accomplished  in  teo 
days;  and,  in  that  case,  the  messenger  might  re- 
turn by  the  24th  of  this  month.  He  considered 
the  House  bound  to  allow  a  reasonable  time  for 
the  arrival  of  the  peivon  whoee  attendance  it  had 
required.  Public  opinion,  with  what  justice  be 
should  not  say,  would  set  down  every  indiridoal 
of  this  House,  on  one  side  or  the  other,  in  this 
affair,  and  would  attribute  every  part  of  their 
conduct  to  partiality  and  design.  It  was  the  dotf 
of  the  House,  as  much  as  possible,  to  avoid  girinj: 
occasion  for  such  reflections.  It  had  been  ob- 
jected that  the  sending  for  Mr.  Edwards  was  oolf 
the  act  of  a  committee.  True :  but  that  eommit- 
tee  received  its  authority  to  send  for  him,  from 
this  House;  they  have  reported  their  proeeediogs 
in  sending  for  him  to  this  House,  and  this  Howe 
has  transmitted  those  proceedings  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States;  and  thereby  giveo  to  the 
act  of  sending  for  him  every  sanction  which  the 
circumstances  would  admit  The  accoser  bad 
made  a  variety  of  statements  in  relation  to  the 
officer  accused ;  it  was  proper  tibat  he  should  be 
put  upon  his  oath,  and  cross-examioed.  Oa  the 
whole,  considering  the  public  interest,  the  digoitf 
of  this  House,  and  the  character  and  pabliesitj 
tion  of  both  the  individuals  coneemed,  he  eooid 
not  consent  to  rote  for  an  earlier  day  than  the  31st 
instant.  . 

Mr.  Wbbstbb  obaerved  that,  as  in  a  case  ^ 
fact  with  which  he  was  Aot  personally  acqaaiDi- 
ed,  he  must  rely  on  the  opinion  of  some  other  p^- 
son,  he  thought  it  proper  to  take,  as  his  best gaide, 
the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  lUinoiv^P^ 
being  an  inhabitant  of  that  part  of  the  uotoa 
through  which  the  peraon  tent  for  had  to  tiaTci, 
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was  to  be  presumed  best  acquainted  with  the 
probable  time  at  which  he  could  arrive.  That 
geDileman  declares  it  as  his  opiaion  that  he  can- 
Dot  be  in  this  citv  before  the  30th  of  the  {present 
month.  If  so,  the  31st  was,  of  all  days  in  the 
jetr,  the  most  improper  and  the  most  unlucky 
thst  could  have  been  selected.  He  had  mucn 
nther  agree  to  an  earlier  or  a  later  day.  The 
qoestioQ  to  be  settled  was,  whether  the  House 
shall  wait  for  the  witness  who  had  been  summon- 
ed? If  it  determined  to  wait,  then  the  7th  or  8th 
of  Jane  would  be  the  earliest  period  which  it 
eoald,  with  propriety,  fix  for  adjournment.  As  to 
the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  waiting,  he 
meant  to  express  no  opinion,  far  less  to  represent 
that  of  the  investigating  committee.  It  was  agreed, 
00  all  hands,  that  the  ordinary  legislative  business, 
which  demanded  the  attention  of  the  House,  might 
be^t  through  with  by  the  2.ith  or  25th  instant. 
If  the  House  did  not  choose  to  wait  for  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, he  presumed  one  of  those  days  would  be 
a  proper  one;  if  it  did  choose  to  wait,  then  the 
7th  or  8th  of  June  would  be  the  proper  time.  At 
all  ere&ts,  he  considered  the  middle  ground  as  the 
worst. 

Mr.  WARFtELD  rose  in  repiv,  and  said  he  was 
mj  sorry  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  should  consider  the  31st  day  of  the 
month  as  so  peculiarly  unluckv.  That  day,  he 
bdieyed,  came  on  a  Monday.  If  it  had  fallen  on 
a  Fridajr,  he  should  have  been  less  surprised  at 
the  opiaion,  as  he  had  heard  Friday  called  the 
basgman's  day.  He  had  prooosed  that  day,  on 
the  first  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  lihnois, 
tlut  Mr.  Edwards  would  probably  arrive  on  the 
^,  in  which  case  the  31st  would  leave  ample 
time  for  any  examination  the  House  or  the  com- 
Qiuee  might  require.  That  the  House  can  get 
through  with  the  Wi^lative  business  by  the  24th, 
was  mere  matter  of  opinion.  An  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  on  whose  minute  attention 
to  the  business  ol  this  House  he  had  been  in  the 
^iMt  of  relying,  had  just  told  the  House  that  it  had 
Easiness  enough  to  occupy  its  attention  till  the 
31st  of  the  month ;  in  which  case,  he  did  not  see 
liow  that  could  be  considered  as  an  *'  unlucky" 
day,  or  as  <<  middle  ground."  It  was  true,  tne 
House  itself  had  not  sent  for  the  individual,  but 
its  resolution  had  empowered  a  committee  of  its 
own  members  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  No 
^rther  act  of  authority  was  needed,  and  the  House 
M  sanctioned  the  act  of  the  committee  so  far  as 
it  could  do  so. 

It  was  urged  that  the  personal  testimony  of  this 
witness  was  not  material ;  that  he  had  referred  to 
docamentary  evidence  for  every  part  of  his  charge, 
iAd  that  none  other  was  requisite.  If  this  was 
the  fact,  the  House  need  sit  no  longer;  and,  if  the 
committee  of  investigation  will  report  that  fact  to 
this  Hoase,  he  would  vote  for  a  speedy  adjourn- 
toent.  But  he  considered  the  argument  as  un- 
^isfactory.  No  such  fact  bad  been  reported  by 
that  committee.  On  the  contrary,  they  had  them- 
^Fes  sent  for  this  witness.  He  viewed  the  repu- 
tation of  all  parties  as  involved,  and  he  heartily 
^nted  to  the  sentiment  that,  let  the  result  strike 
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where  it  may.  the  investigation  should  proceed; 
He  trusted  the  House  would*  persevere,  as  he 
thought  they  could  not,  with  propriety,  retrace 
their  steps. 

Mr.  Cook  said,  in  rising,  that  he  had  not  taken 
the  floor  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  fixing  on  any 

STticular  day  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House, 
e  was  disposed  to  think  that,  from  the  course 
this  business  had  taken,  the  presence  of  the  persoA 
sent  for  might  be  material  to  the  accused,  and  to 
the  other  party  also.  The  House  having  so  far 
acted  as  to  recognise  the  propriety  of  sending  for 
Mr.  Edwards,  it  appeared  proper,  with  regard  to 
consistency  of  conduct,  that  the  House  should 
wait  for  his  arrival.  What  he  more  particularly 
rose  for,  was  to  reply  to  some  remarks  of  the 
member  from  North  Carolina.  As  (said  Mr.  C.) 
no  member  of  the  House  appears  disponed  to  ex*- 
press  an  opinion  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  the 
matter  now  before  the  committee  of  investisatioo, 
I  was  some  little  surprised  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen should  venture  or  think  it  necessary  to  ex- 
press aa  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  claim  of 
either  party  concerned  to  be  heard  before  this 
House,  or  contest  the  claim  of  one  party  as  he  did, 
when  he  intimated  that  the  situation  or  the  absent 
party  claimed  no  indulgence  at  the  hands  of  the 
House.  The  honorable  member  spoke  of  the  time 
of  preferring  the  charges,  and  said,  in  substance, 
that  other  and  previous  times  might  have  been 
selected,  and,  not  having  been,  that  party  had  no 
claim  on  the  consideration  of  the  House.  It  is  to 
correct  this  statement  only  that  I  have  risen,  for 
my  honest  wish  was,  and  is,  not  to  indulge  in 
feeling  in  regard  to  this  matter  until  I  see  some* 
thing  which  is  in  my  opinion  calculated  to  place 
in  an  unfair  light  the  facts  respecting  this  contro- 
versy, and  then  the  relation  in  which  I  stand  to 
the  House,  to  the  country,  and  to  the  party*  which 
has  preferred  these  charges,  would  require  me  to 
correct  such  erroneous  statements;  and  for  this 
purpose  I  now  rise.  I  will  state  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case,  in  a  preliminary  point  of 
view,  without  attempting  to  state  what  will  be  its 
ultimate  result.  It  is  known  to  this  House  that  m 
report  was  made  by  the  Treasury  Department  to 
this  House  on  the  22d  of  March.  That  report 
impugned  the  veracity,  and  of  course  impeached 
the  character  of  Mr.  Edwards.  Upon  the  face  of 
the  document  itself,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  can  be  incontestably  proved,  that  it  "was 
that  report  which  elicited  the  Address  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards to  this  House.  But,  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  says  that  a  previous  time  might 
have  been  selected  for  it.  Let  me  remind  the 
Mntleman,  who  was  not  a  member  of  the  last 
Congress,  that  this  House  did  then  undertake  to 
investigate  a  part  of  this  subject  There  is  noth- 
ing, upon  the  ground  of  his  ulence  upon  this  sub- 
ject, that  can  m  any  degree  justly  prejudice  Mr. 
Edwards's  standing  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
individual  whose  conduct  he  has  arraigned.   They 


*  It  may  be  proper  for  the  due  understandlDg  of  this 
passage,  snd  of' others  in  the  debate,  to  stats  that  Mr. 
Cook  is  the  son-in«law  of  Mr.  Bdwards. 
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both  stand  on  the  8am«  ground.  The  indiyidoal 
who  has  sent  this  memorial  to  Congress,  has  his 
reputation  assailed ;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  ar- 
gument of  his  memorial,  he  goes  on  to  show  that 
the  foundation  is  not  solid — and  this  argument  he 
addresses  to  this  House,  to  whom  the  report  in 

Jjuestion  was  made.  These  individuals,  there- 
ore,  ought  both  to  be  considered  as  standing  on 
the  same  ground.  Let  justice  be  done  to  them ; 
let  the  truth  be  disclosed ;  and,  nearly  as  I  stand 
in  relation  to  one  of  them,  I  am  willing  to  see 
justice  done,  and  the  sharp  edge  of  truth  cut 
whomsoever  shall  come  in  the  way  of  it.  It  is 
not  just — it  is  not  consistent  with  the  nature  of 
the  discussion  this  morning,  to  express  opinions  to 
the  prejudice  of  one  or  the  other  of  these  individ- 
uals. I  have  myself  abstained  from  doing  so,  and 
trust  I  shall  continue  to  abstain,  having  risen  now 
only  to  correct  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  ineor- 
cect  in  the  view  which  had  been  taken  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Taylor  here  required  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  the  House  refused  to  sustam  the  call. 

Mr.  Manoum  then  replied  to  Mr.  Cook.  He 
aaid  he  could  not  but  exceedingly  regret  that  the 
gentleipan  from  Illinois  should  fave  misconceived 
the  remarks  which  he  had  made^  If  I  understood 
myself,  if  the  House  understood  me,  and  I  beg  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  now  distinctly  to  under- 
stand me.  I  expressed  this  opinion :  that  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  .the  Treasury  is  at  this 
time  one  of  peculiar  delicacy,  as  it  relates  to  his 
standing  towards  the  American  people;  that,  these 
charges  having  been  preferred  at  this  late  period 
of  the  session,  and  the  House  of  Representatives 
having  instituted  an  inquiry  into  them,  it  behooved 
the  House  to  prosecute  this  inquiry  to  a  close.  I 
did  draw  a  distinction,  and  I  believe  that  everv 
gentleman  in  this  House  who  is  unconnected  witfi 
the  parties  in  point  of  feeling,  will  sustain  me  in 
it.  between  the  relative  situation  of  the  parties. 
This  w  not  as  interesting  a  matter  to  the  accuser 
as  to  the  accused.  The  personal  attendance  of 
the  former  is  tn  nowise  necessary,  unless  he  is  in 
turn  assailed,  and  he  desires  a  suspension  of  opin- 
ion until  he  can  be  heard.  Were  these  charges 
referred  to  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
Mr.  Edwards?  Is  it  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
whether  he  is  guilty  or  not  guilty  that  this  com- 
mittee has  been  instituted  ?  I  had  understood  to 
the  contrary,  and  I  regret  that  the  gentleman 
should  be  so  fastidious  on  the  occasion—- on  an 
occasion  on  which  he  professes  not  to  have  any 
feeling,  and,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  has  none.  It  is 
because  this  committee  is  raised,  not  to  try  Mr. 
Edwards— upon  whose  merits  I  expressly  disavow 
having  formed  any  opinion,  and  much  less  would 
I  now  express  any,  if  I  had  formed  one — but  to 
try  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  he  is  most 
interested  in  it.  It  is  due  to  consistency — it  is  due, 
if  I  may  say  so,  to  an  honorable  course,  not  to  aban^ 
don  this  inquiry  after  having  instituted  it.  Upon 
this  subject,  I  hope  my  course  has  appeared  per- 
fectly correct  in  the  estimation  of  every  gentleman 
in  the  House,  the  one  from  Illinois  excepted.  I 
mean  not  to  throw  myself  into  the  arena  as  the 


fmrtisan  of  any  man.  If  a  Mow  is  to  fall,  1ft  it 
ight  on  the  right  one,  fall  where  it  may.  The 
public  mind  is  excited  by  this  subject.  All  cir- 
cumstances call  upon  us  to  piirsue  the  inve^ti^- 
tion ;  and,  if  I  were  a  political  enemy  of  the 
individual  accused  before  us,  I  should  feel  mjrself 
bound  to  prosecute  the  investigation  whilst  his 
friends  claimed  it.  And  if  when  it  is  brought  to 
a  close,  the  accuser  cannot  substantiate  his  charge; 
if  the  blow  fall  oif  him,  and  he  stagger  under  it, 
it  will  not  have  been  aimed  at  him  either  by  this 
House  or  others.  If  it  fall  on  the  Secretary,  it 
will  be  because  it  was  aimed  at  him :  and.  whilst 
he  claims  a  trial ;  whilst  his  friends  claim  i 
thorough  investigation  of  these  charges,  shall  ve 
refuse  him  a  right  which  is  due  to  the  vilest  cvi- 
prit  in  the  land  f  I  hope,  sir,  I  shall  be  understood, 
when  I  expressly  disavow  appearing  here  as  the 
partisan  oi  any  i>ody.  I  am  only  the  humble  de 
fender  of  what  I  consider  to  be  due  to  the  char- 
acter of  this  House,  to  the  individual  charged,  and 
to  a  just  respect  to  the  people  whom  we  represeoL 
Mr.  FoBBTTH,  of  Greorgia,  said,  he  entirely  eoo- 
eurred  in  the  opinion  that,  granting  all  somcieot 
time  for  the  arrival  and  examination  of  Mr.  Ed^ 
wards,  the  House  might  be  able  to  adjourn  by  the 
7th  day  of  June,  and  he  proposed  that  day  accord- 
ingly. It  was  due  to  the  character  of  this  House 
that  it  should  remain  here  till  that  time,  even  U 
great  expense,  and  great  personal  sacrifice.  He 
adverted  to  the  necessity  of  acting  on  this  cac 
with  precision  and  on  mature  reflection,  that  im- 
proper conclusions  may  not  be  drawn,  as  to  the 
motives  which  govern  the  House  in  its  course, 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States.  This  memo- 
rial of  Mr.  Edwards,  said  Mr.  F.,  bears  date  the 
6th  of  April,  and,  by  due  course  of  the  mail,  shoold 
have  arrived  here  on  the  10th  day  of  that  mooib. 
The  first  information  which  the  House  had  of  the 
existence  of  this  packet,  was  on  the  19th  of  April; 
and,  by  a  singular  coincidence,  that  was  the  rery 
day  when  the  Senate  fixed  upon  a  day  for  (be 
adjournment  of  the  two  Houses.  The  House  of 
Representatives,  with  a  feeling  which  a  seose  of 
justice  was  calculated  to  inspire,  instituted  a  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  subject,  and  clothed  it 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  paper*.  Oa 
the  21st,  a  resolution  was  submitted  by  me,  which 
was  not  agreed  to,  to  communicate  the  fact  to  the 
Executive.  On  another  day,  a  nearly  similar 
resolution  was  offered  by  another  gentleman.  Ob 
the  22d,  the  committee  reported  a  part  of  their 
proceedings,  and  advised  this  House  that  they  hid 
ordered  the  messenger  of  the  House  to  porsoe 
Mr.  Edwards,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  htm  before 
them.  This  messenger  left  the  City  of  Washiof 
ton  on  the  24th.    To  make  the  greater  speed,  be 

Eassed  by  Baltimore,  under  the  a£urd  pretest  (bit 
e  was  hable  to  be  interrupted  in  his  joaroey  by 
the  usage  of  the  stage  office  giving  preferesee  u> 
other  passengers,  as  if  it  were  possible  for  lof 
stage-coach  usage  to  arrest  the  messenger  of  fhu 
House.  He  went  down  the  river  from  whediog, 
and  arrived  at  Louisville  on  the  3d ;  and  we  &fc 
now  informed  that  it  is  impossible  he  can  tmre 
here  before  the  4th  of  next  month.    lo  what  sit- 
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uatioo,  sir,  shall  we  be  placed  if  this  investigatioo 
be  suspended ;  if  the  House  adjourns  without 
waiting  for  this  individual?  What  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  address  in  which  the  charges  have  been 
preferred  ?  To  defend  the  reputation  of  the  late 
Senatorfrom Illinois 7  Todefend himself!  How? 
By  accusation  of  another  ?  Itjis  not  worth  while 
to  mince  matters  in  a  case  of  this  kind.  It  is  im- 
possible for  any  individual • 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  here  rose,  with 
permission  of  N(r.  Forstth,  to  explain,  that  the 
messenger  of  the  House,  in  going  by  Baltimore, 
bad  acted  by  the  advice  of  others  who  knew,  by 
experience,  that  it  was  the  surest  route,  with  a 
ixtw  to  expedition. 

Mr.  Forstth  disclaimed  any  intention  to  blame 
the  messenger,  having  no  doubt  he  had  acted  upon 
advice  and  information  of  others — there  certamly 
vas  a  dav  lost  by  his  taking[  that  route.  Mr.  F. 
resumed  ois  argument.  It  is  impossible,  said  he, 
for  any  member  of  the  House  to  read  this  address' 
\o  Mieyt  that  th^  object  of  the  person  making 
:be  charges  was  to  punish  the  individual  charged, 
through  the  agency  of  the  powers  of  this  House. 
Vly  own  impressions  are,  that  the  individual  ex- 
!)ected  that  his  address  would  be  printed,  under 
Jie  sanction  of  this  House,  and  that  no  further 
)otice  would  be  taken  of  it ;  and  that  it  would  be 
he  foundation  for  assailing  the  reputation  of  the 
odivldual  whom  he  accuses,  through  the  ensuing 
Summer — for  what  purpose,  everyTOdy  can  under- 
tand.  This  object  has  been  disappointed,  bv 
he  investigation  which  the  House  bad  ordered, 
a  justice  to  the  individual  whose  conduct  is  as- 
aiied--!  speak  not  of  him  as  an  officer  ;  not  of  the 
»urity  of  his  character,  and  the  integrity  of  his 
onduct,  which  I  believe  to  be,  in  truth,  nis  only 
eproach — ^but  of  his  pretensions  to  the  first  office 
Q  the  gift  of  the  people — this  investigation  should 
e  fully  prosecuted,  unless  this  House  means  to 
lake  itself  a  party  in  the  projects  of  the  individ- 
al  who  has  addressed  it.  A  portion  of  the  charges 
oniained  in  bis  address  have  been  rung  through 
ite  country  these  twelve  months  past,  or  more, 
nihoQt  effect.  A  part  of  them  have  been  inves- 
gated  in  this  Hall,  to  the  utter  confusion  of  the 
ssailanis  of  the  Secretary.  What  b  the  object 
f  the  address  which  now  embodies  them  ?  Un- 
uestionably,  to  give  to  them  an  artificial  import- 
nce,  to  put  a  stamp  of  credit  on  what  had  been 
Iready  condemned  by  the  people.  And  by  whom 
<  this  investigation  carried  on  ?  I  mean  to  excite 
0  unpleasant  feeling  in  the  mind  of  any  gentle- 
ian  io  this  Hall ;  but  it  is  proper,  in  coming  to 
te  determination  which  we  are  to  make  on  the 
iiestion  now  before  us,  that  all  things  should  be 
)nsidered,  which  bear  upon  it.  It  is  known  that 
tere  were,  at  the  commencement  of  this  session^ 
i^e  individuals  presented  to  this  House  as  candt- 
ites  for  their  favor  and  that  of  the  people,  for  the 
residential  .office.  It  is  known  that  a  majority 
this  House  is  favorable  to  the  claims  of  the  four 
ber  candidates  in  opposition  to  the  claims  of  the 
mainin|r  one.  It  is  by  this  House,  thus  disposed, 
at  this  investigation  has  been  instituted.  What 
ill  be  the  inferencei  if  these  charges  are  left  in 


suspense,  by  the  adjournment  of  this  House?  I 
ask  gentlemen  to  consider,  what  will  be  the  effect 
of  such  a  course  ?  I  am  sure  sir,  that  there  is  no 
member  of  this  House  who  is  desirous  to  do  injus- 
tice to  (he  individual  in  question  ;  but  I  put  it  to 
every  member  of  this  House,  whether  he  does  not 
at  least  leave  a  "  loop  to  hang  a  doubt  upon"  if  he 
agrees  by  his  vote  to  an  adjournment  before  Mr. 
Edwards  arrives.  All  that  is  wanted  is,  that  the 
individual  sent  for  should  be  brought  here,  and 
questioned — "  What  have  you  more  to  say  ?  What 
are  these  defensive  accusations  which  you  talk 
about  as  having  in  reserve?"  A  single  boor, af- 
ter his  arrival,  will  suffice  for  his  answers  to  these 
simple  interrogatories.  It  is  due  to  the  nature  of 
the  subject,  that  we  should  wait  for  the  arrival  of 
Mr.  Edwards.  As  it  is  stated,  that  there  is  reason 
to  believe  he  may  be  here  by  the  30th  of  the  month, 
and  seven  days  will  be  sufficient  for  every  possible 
allowance  of  time  for  his  examination,  and  a  re- 
port by  the  committee,  and  decision  by  the  House 
upon  it,  I  am  in  favor  of  fixing  on  the  7th  June 
as  the  day  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Cook  said,  it  must  be  painful,  it  could  not 
bat  be  nainful,  to  a  dignified  and  enlightened 
body,  wnose  duty  it  was  most  solemnly  to  decide 
upon  the  merits  of  the  matter  before  tne  commit- 
tee of  inrestigation,  to  see,  upon  an  incidental 
discussion  of  this  description,  the  motives  of  indi- 
viduals misrepresented,  and  erroneous  statements 
made,  either  from  improper  views,  or  because  the 
facts  were  not  correctly  understood.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Georgia,  said  he,  has  stated 
his  belief  as  to  the  motive  of  the  individual  who 
lately  transmitted  an  address  to  this  House,  which 
he  has  ascribed  to  motives,  at  which,  if  true,  every 
honorable  mind  ought  to  revolt.  lie  stated,  that 
the  memorial  was  presented,  not  with  the  hope 
of  bringing  on  an  investigation,  but  to  have  it 
printed  without  being  investigated :  If  I  have  mis- 
understood the  gentlemen,  he  will  correct  me^— 
[Mr.  FoASYTH  said,  the  gentleman  understands 
me  correctly.]  I  am  not  now,- nor  at  any  other 
time,  if  I  can  avoid  it,  about  to  give  any  opinion 
as  to  the  merits  of  this  controversy — but  let  the 
language  of  the  memorial  speak  for  itself.  In 
the  18th  page  of  it,  the  memorialist  states  that, 
under  calls  for  information  respecting  the  illicit 
introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United  States,  in- 
formation called  for  bjr  the  House  had  been  with- 
held, and  says,  in  making  the  statement,  "I  chal- 
lenge investigation."  And,  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  memorial  he  says,  that,  if  his  charges  are 
made  in  malice  or  in  falsehood,  it  is  a  misde- 
meanor that  would  prove  him  unworthy  of  the  of- 
fice he  holds,  and  expressly  invites  the  Secretary, 
or  his  friends,  to  make  the  charge  against  him. 
Language  like  this,  said  Mr.  C,  is  in  direct  re- 
pugnance to  the  idea  that  he  wishes  to  shrink 
irom  an  investigation  of  his  charges,  and  that  he 
merely  wished  to  afford  food  for  the  newspapers 
during  the  recess  of  Congress.  Whether  it  bt 
true  or  not,  I  ask  whether  it  is  proper  for  a  member 
of  this  House,  who  is  to  pass  upon  this  case  be- 
fore God  and  man,  to  express  so  decided  an  opin- 
ion, which  would  go  to  stamp  infamy  upon  one 
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of  the  parties  in  this  controversy.  I  ask  whether 
this  is  consistent  with  the  disnihed  attitude  which 
we  ought  to  occupy.  The  honorable  gentleman 
had  better  wait  for  his  opinions  until  the  report 
from  the  committee  be  made,  for  that  committee, 
able  and  honest  as  he  believed  them  to  be,  would 

5 resent  nothing  but  the  troth  in  their  report, 
^hen  is  the  time  to  express  such  an  opinion,  if 
the  facts  shall  warrant  it ;  and,  sorely  as  I  shall 
remt  it,  on  account  of  the  particular  relation  in 
which  I  stand  to  that  individual,  let  the  power 
of  truth  be  brought  upon  him — if  it  be  sufficient 
to  crush  him.  if  due  to  justice,  and  the  character  of 
the  country,  let  it  be  so.   I  will  not  undertake  to  ex- 

rress  an  opinion,  as  to  the  merits  of  the  Secretary — 
wilt  wait  until  the  facts  shall  come  in  solemn 
form  before  us — ^in  that  form  which  shall  justify 
us  in  expressing  an  opinion  thereupon,  before  this 
House  and  the  nation.  If  malice  be  proved,  let 
the  seal  of  reprobation  be  stamped  upon  the  au- 
thor of  the  address.  Sincerely  as  I  should  lament 
it,  my  duty  to  myself  and  to  my  country  would 
oblige  me  to  express  the  truth  upon  the  evidence 
before  us. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
was  not  well  acquainted  with  the  address,  or  he 
would  not  have  put  upon  it  the  construction  which 
he  had :  for  the  author  of  it  expressly  says,  after 
making  various  charges  against  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  <<  I  do  not  ask  for  an  investigation  of 
his  conduct;''  and  yet,  with  this  staring  us  in  the 
face,  the  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  object  of  the 
address  was  an  investigation  !  Whether  the  opin- 
ion I  have  formed  of  the  motives  of  the  addresser 
be  just  or  not,  is  for  the  House  and  the  country 
to  judge.  It  has  been  formed  from  a  fair  and 
simple  view  of  the  facts.  The  conclusion  appears 
to  my  mind,  and  must  be  to  every  prejudiced 
mind,  irresistible.  Whether  I  am  disqualified  by 
this  opinion,  forced  upon  me  by  facts  universally 
known,  from  passing  upon  this  case,  it  is  not  for  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  to  undertake  to  deter- 
mine. 

/  have  never  mingled  in  this  transaction :  my 
opinion  is  formed  from  what  has  appeared  puln 
licly  in  this  House,  and  from  the  documents  be- 
fore us;  I  know  nothing  further  of  this  transac- 
tion. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  observed,  that  there 
was  by  no  means  that  necessity  for  the  arrival  and 
personal  presence  of  Mr.  Edwards,  which  seemed 
to  be  supposed.  Since  sending  for  him,  the  com- 
mittee had  investigated  fiirther  into  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and.  he  believed,  they  were  in  circum- 
stances to  maxe  a  report  satisfactory  to  themselves 
and  to  this  House.    In  the  meanwhile  it  was  very 

C)Bsible  that  that  gentleman  may  come  from 
ouisville  in  ten  days.  He  could  not  think  it 
needful  for  the  House  to  sit  here  till  the  8th  of 
June.  Should  he  not  come  even  till  the  30th,  the 
House  can,  in  that  case,  give  its  powers  to  a  com- 
mittee, and  the  committee  may  sit  during  the  re- 
cess ;  at  all  events  he  could  not  approve  the  pres- 
ent proposition,  and  must  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  he  eon- 
eurred  with  his  colleague  (Mr.  Wbbbtbr)  in  the 


opinion  that,  if  the  inquiry  which  has  been  com- 
menced is  to  be  prosecuted,  the  session  must,  ne- 
cessarily, be  protracted  at  least  to  the  most  distant 
day  yet  named.  But,  as  he  was  of  opinion  that 
nq  measures  were  to  grow  out  of  that  investiga- 
tion directly  affecting  either  of  the  parties,  he 
thought  it  might  safely  be  committed  to  the  bar 
of  public  opinion.  Let  the  people  investigate — 
they  would  investigate  the  case,  and  the  public 
voice  will  proaotmce  upon  the  parties  at  issue. 
On  this  ground  he  was  in  favor  of  the  earliest  day 
named,  which  was  Monday  the  24th.  From  what 
had  already  been  manifested,  in  the  coarse  of  the 
present  debate,  it  must  be  easy  to  see  what  colli- 
sions of  feeling  will  be  the  reaibit,  if  the  diseussioB 
is  to  be  pursued  on  this  floor.  Who  could  act 
limits  to  that  discussion  ?  He  did  not  mean  tc 
impugn  the  motives  of  honorable  g^itlemen — ht 
did  not  doubt  the  purity  of  their  intentions.  But 
we  are  huinan  beings — we  have  passions  and  pre- 
judices which  would  minele  with  the  operaiioM 
of  our  judgment.  The  American  peofde  wouM 
approach  the  subject  with  greater  calmQess-~4hef 
were  not  in  the  same  atmosphere  which  surrounded 
the  members  of  this  House,  and  he  was  for  leav- 
ing it  to  their  decision. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  rose,  not  to 
engage  in  the  debate,  but  to  suggest,  with  gnat 
deference,  that  the  opinion  of  every  gentleoun 
must,  before  this  time,  be  made  up  as  to  the  fvoper 
time  for  terminating  the  session,  and  to  entrest 
that  the  question  might  be  taken  without  further 
debate. 

Mr.  Mbrcbr  rose  to  state  the  ground  on  which 
he  should  now  vote.  He  had  distinctly  appealed 
to  the  committee  to  know  whether  they  would 
consider  the  testimony  of  the  individual  who  has 
been  sent  for  material  to  the  investigation  before 
them.  I  have  not  investigated  these  charges  my- 
self, said  he.  The  ground  of  them  are  to  be  found 
in  four  volumes  of  documents  which  I  have  not 
had  time  to  examine.  Upon  the  silence  of  the 
committee,  in  answer  to  mv  distinct  af^icatkm 
to  them,  I  shall  consider  tne  testimony  of  that 
witness  not  material,  and  shalf,  therefore,  vote 
against  a  late  day  of  adjournment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  fixing  on  the 
7th  day  of  June,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  day 
of  June,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  95  to  75. 

The  resolution  was  then  made  blank. 

Mr.  Saondbrs,  of  North  Carolina,  dectared  that 
he  had  voted  for  the  latest  day,  and  for  the  Ist 
June ;  but  as  the  House  appeared  to  be  determined 
not  to  allow  time  for  Mr.  Edwards  to  arrive,  ke 
should  now  vote  for  the  earliest  day  proposed. 

After  a  few  observations,  from  Mr.  Camfbbll, 
of  Ohio,  who  proposed  and  advocated  an  adjoom- 
ment  on  the  22d,  and  from  Mr.  Ross,  in  ft  vor  of 
the  27th  instant,  the  question  was  taken  on  fiiiiog 
the  blank  with  that  day  and  agreed  to,  101  votes 
to  73. 

Thus  amended,  the  resdotion  was  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate,  who  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

And  then  the  House  adljoamed. 
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Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  tmendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  J.  Ottramare,  reported  their  disagreement 
to  the  same ;  and  the  ^nestion  being  taken,  Will 
the  House  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  tnd  Means  ?  it  was  decided  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  referred  the  amendment  of 
(he  Senate  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S, 
Moffit,  reported  their  agreement  to  thje  said  amend- 
ffleot,  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H. 
Rowland,  of  New  York,"  reported  the  same  with- 
ott(  amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
vhich  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Mc- 
Nair;"  reported  the  same,  with  an  amendment; 
and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

A  message  was  receired  from  the  Senate  inform- 
ing the  House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  acts  of 
(he  following  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  to  enable  the 
President  to  hold  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and,  "An  act  to  provide 
for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  when  com- 
mitted in  any  navy  yard,  fort,  arsenal,  magazine, 
dock-yard,  lighthouse,  or  other  place  telonging  to 
the  United  States ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House. 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  630  copies  of  the  Joarnals  of  the  Old  Congress, 
from  1774  to  1788,  was  read  a  third  time,  and, 
after  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Taylor, 
and  FoRSTTH,  it  was  passed — ayes  87,  noes  40. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P,  P.  Barbour,  the  House 
aj^in  took  up  the  bill  "  for  establishing  a  Territo- 
rial government  in  Florida." 

Mr.  Call  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the  salary 
of  the  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  with  $2,000. 

Mr.  TATL.OR  opposed  the  motion  for  $2,000,  and 
moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  $1,500. 

This  amendment  was  onposea  by  Messrs.  Call, 
and  Barbour,  and  carriea — yeas  64,  nays  56. 

Mr.  Taylor  offered  a  farther  amendment,  to 
strike  out  $500  as  the  salary  of  the  District  Attor- 
ney, and  insert  "  the  same  salary  as  is  provided  by 
law  for  the  District  Attorney  or  the  State  of  Ken- 
Cocky."  The  motion  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
navs  as  follows — ^yeas  77,  nays  62. 

Mr.  Call  offered  an  amendment  to  the  fourth 
section  of  the  bill,  which  was  adopted,  and  the 
bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Bff r.  Gambreleng  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  in 
relation  to  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 
Negatived. 

Mr.  F.  JoBNSoN  moved  to  take  up  the  Post  Of- 
fice bill.  This  motion  was  carried,  and  the  House 
a^ain  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  to  discontinue  certain  post  roads,  and  to  estab- 


lish others.  A  great  number  of  amendments  were 
miade  to  this  biO ;  a  long  list  of  new  jiost  routes 
were  agreed  to,  and  a  few  unproduetiva  rootesi 
of  small  importance,  were  stricken  out. 

Mr.  F.  JoHifSON  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment : 

'*  Be  it  further  enaeiedi  That  the  sum  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriat«dp 
and  made  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
oral,  to  aid  in  defraying  the  expense  of  transporting 
the  mails ;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Trea- 
snry,  not  othervirise  appropriated." 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 
Several  farther  alterations  were  made;  when 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

PIRACY  IN  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

Mr.  Poinsett,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Afiairs,  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Pre- 
sident's Message  as  relates  to  "  piracies,  by  whick 
our  commerce  in  the  neiehboiiiood  of  the  island 
of  Cuba  has  been  afflicted,-'  and  to  the  "  depreda- 
tions which  have  been  committed  on  the  lawful 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  under  other  pre- 
tences, and  other  color,  in  the  neigh  boring^  island 
of  Porto  Rico,"  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was 
read,  and  laid  upon  the  table.  The  report  is  as 
follows: 

That  the  prompt  and  energetic  measures  adopted 
by  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  their  last  ses- 
sion, seconded  by  the  zeal  and  enterprise  of  the  offi- 
cers intrusted  with  the  command  of  the  light  squadron 
destined  to  suppress  piracy  in  the  West  Indies  and 
tho  Galf  of  Mexico,  have  succeeded  in  putting  a  stop 
to  the  piracies  by  which  our  commerce  had  been  at 
flicted  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  as 
far  as  a  foreign  force,  unaided  by  the  public  anthori- 
tiea  of  the  island,  could  succeed  in  accomplishing  this 
object. 

These  piracies  had  been  continued  for  years,  under 
the  immediate  obeerTation  of  the  GoTernment  of  the 
island  of  Cuba,  which,  as  well  as  the  Spanish  GoTern- 
menty  has  been  repeatedly  and  ineffectually  required 
to  suppress  them.  Many  of  them  have  been  com- 
mitted by  boats,  which  remained  concealed  in  the 
harbors  and  under  the  head  land,  until  they  discov. 
ered  their  prey,  which  they  cwtured,  plundered,  and 
destroyed  upon  the  shores  of  the  iBlana.  When  pur- 
sued by  a  superior  force,  the  pirates  have  escaped  to 
the  shore ;  and  our  commanders  have  been  refused 
permission  to  land  in  pursuit  of  them,  even  on  the 
desert  and  uninhabited  parts  of  the  island. 

It  appears,  from  the  most  respectable  testimony, 
that  these  atrocious  robberies  were  committed  by  per- 
sons well  known  in  HsTsna  and  in  Regis,  where  mey 
were  organized  into  a  band ;  and  that  the  traffic  in 
their  plunder  was  carried  on  openly  ;  that  they  were 
sometimes  committed  by  Tessels  equipped  at  Havana 
and  at  Regia ;  and  that  they  cautiously  avoided  mo- 
lesting Spanish  vessels,  but  attacked,  without  discrim- 
ination, the  defenceless  vessels  of  all  other  nations. 

The  present  Captain  General  of  the  island  of  Cuba 
has  acted  with  great  courtesy  towards  our  commander 
and  officers  engaged  on  this  service,  and  has  co-oper- 
ated with  them,  by  arresting  the  pirates  who  had  es- 
caped to  the  shore,  nor  has  he  complained  when  our 
officers  have  found  it  necessary  to  pursue  them,  and 
to  break  up  their  haunts  en  the  desert  and  unfre* 
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qnented  keys  that  sorronnd  Ibe  iaiand.  In  do  caM| 
however,  within  oar  knowledge,  where  pirates  have 
been  seiied  bj  the  ajithorities  of  the  island »  have  they 
been  brought  to  that  punishment  their  crimes  merited; 
and  those  who  are  well  known  to  have  fitted  out  pi- 
ratical cruisers,  and  to  have  sold  their  plunder  with 
the  utmost  notoriety,  are  suffered  to  remain  in  Havana 
and  Regia,  in  the  unmolested  enjoyment  of  the  fruits 
of  their  crimes.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Brit- 
ish and  American  squsdrons  in  those  seas  may  repress 
piracy,  so  long  ss  they  continue  cruising  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  island ;  but  there  is  reason  to  appre- 
hend, that,  on  their  removal,  similsr  outrages  on  our 
commerce  will  be  renewed.  In  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  piracy  can  only  be  effectually  suppressed 
by  the  Government  of  Spain,  and  by  the  authorities 
of  the  island  taking  the  necessary  measures  to  prevent 
piratical  vessels  or  boats  from  being  equipped  or  sail- 
ing from  any  part  of  the  island,  and  to  apprehend 
and  punish  every  description  of  outlaws,  as  well 
those  who  actually  commit  acts  of  piracy,  as  those 
who  receive  and  traffic  in  goods  plundered  on  the  high 


The  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  the  island 
of  Cuba,  supeiior  to  that  with  Spain  and  all  its  other 
dependencies,  and  fully  equal  to  that  with  France, 
claims  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  protection  of  Govern- 
ment. The  safety  of  that  oommeroe  requlrea  that  the 
Government  of  Spain  should  be  urged  to  adopt  prompt 
and  vigorous  measures,  effectually  to  suppress  piracy 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  inland,  and  to  co-operate 
with  the  maritime  Powers  most  interested  in  effecting 
this  object ;  and,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that, 
for  the  protection  of  this  important  commerce,  and  of 
the  persons  and  property  of  our  fellow-citizens,  when 
in  the  ports  of  the  island,  the  residence  of  consuls,  or 
authorized  commercial  agents  of  the  United  States,  at 
these  places,  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  ought  to  be 
insisted  upon. 

Privateers,  distinguished  from  pirates  only  by  com- 
missions of  most  equivocal  character,  from  Spanish 
officers  whose  authority  to  issue  them  has  never  been 
shown,  have  been  equipped  in  the  island  of  Porto  Ri- 
eo,  and  have  committed  outrages  and  depredations 
upon  the  persons  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States;  outrsges,  which  no  commission  could 
divest  of  their  piratical  character.  With  no  other  na- 
Tal  force  than  a  frigate,  a  brig,  and  a  schooner,  they 
presumed  to  declare  a  blockade  of  more  than  twelve 
hundred  miles  of  coast  To  this  violation  of  all  the 
righu  of  neutrality,  they  added  the  absurd  pretension 
of  interdicting  the  peaceable  commerce  of  other  na- 
tions with  all  the  ports  of  the  Spanish  Main,  upon 
the  pretence,  that  it  had  heretofore  been  forbidden  by 
the  Spanish  colonial  laws;  and,  on  the  strength  of 
these  two  inadmissible  principles,  they  issued  com- 
missions in  the  island  of  Porto  Rico,  to  a  swarm  of 
privateers,  which  have  committed  extensive  and  ruin- 
ous depredations  upon  the  lawful  commerce  of  the 
United  States.  Frequent  remonstrances  have  been 
made,  both  to  Spain  and  to  the  authorities  of  the  isl- 
and, by  the  Executive,  without  producing  any  effect. 
During  the  last  Summer,  a  special  agent  was  sent  to 
Porto  Rico,  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  American  ves- 
sels captured  by  the  privateers  of  that  island,  and  to 
collect  documentary  evidence  of  the  trials  and  con- 
demnation of  others.  To  the  first  demand,  the  po- 
litical chief  referred  the  agent  to  the  Government  of 
Spain,  declaring  that  he  could  not,  without  an  open 
infraction  of  fundamental  laws,  ta^e  cognizance  of 


causes  legally  determined;  that  the  offioen  of  thit 
province  could  not  proceed,  but  by  the  ezpresi  orden 
of  the  Supreme  Government,  and  to  that,  the  United 
Stales,  after  the  example  of  Great  Britain,  moit  baft 
recourse. 

It  appears  by  the  testimony  collected  by  this  gtatls- 
man,  that  it  had  been  the  practice  of  these  privaleeri, 
not  to  send  in  their  prizes  to  the  large  and  CrtqacBted 
ports,  where  impartial  judges  could  determine  oa  the 
validity  of  the  capture,  and  where  the  captured  eoald 
have  the  means  of  fairly  defending  their  rights;  hot 
to  send  them  into  distant  and  obscure  aeaports,  where 
the  courts  are  notoriously  corrupt,  and  where  the  cap- 
tains and  owners  were  deprived  of  the  meant  of 
making  even  statements  of  their  caees.  There  an 
many  instances  of  vessels  condemned  most  nojostly; 
and,  even  where  they  have  had  the  rare  good  fortooe 
to  escape  condemnation,  their  owners  have  beeo  lab- 
jected  to  ruinous  costs  and  charges ;  and,  in  mom 
cases,  belbre  the  vessels  have  rsMhed  the  port,  the 
cargoes  and  property  have  been  plundered,  and  the 
officers  and  crew  treated  in  a  cruel  and  barbarooi 
manner. 

In  San  Juan,  the  princqial  town  of  the  island  of 
Porto  Rico,  attempts  have  been  made  to  asssasinate 
the  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
master  of  a  merchant  vessel,  in  order  as  they  believe, 
to  prevent  them  from  taking  legal  measures  to  recovei 
property  unlawfully  captured.     If  our  committee  deem 
It  unnecesssry  to  enumerate  the  vessels  thst  hafe  beei 
captured  and  condemned  without  the  color  of  jusiice, 
or  to  recapitulate  each  particular  case  of  barbaraoi 
outrage  committed  upon  the  persona  and  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  tJtates,  by  private^i  fitted 
out  in  the  ports  of  Porto  Rico ;  outrages,  which,  ia 
their  opinion,  would  justify  repriaala  and  a  rigorow 
blockade  of  the  ports  of  thai  island.     Your  committee 
forbear  to  recommend  the  immediate  adoption  of  these 
measures,  only,  because  the  Minister  oif  the  United 
States  at  Madrid  has  been  instructed  to  remonstnta 
with  His  Catholic  Majesty  on  the  cnlpahle  neglect  of 
the  Spanish  authorities  in  the  islmd  of  Porto  Rico, 
and  to  require  indemnity  for  the  losaes  sustained  by 
the  citizens  of  the  United  Statea,  from  the  lawless  coo- 
duct  of  the  commanders  of  privateers,  bearing  Hit 
Msjesty's  commission.    That  this  remonstrance  tod 
demand  was  not  made  earlier,  aroee  from  circaaisuo- 
ces  beyond  the  control  of  Government.     The  fomer 
Minister  had  left  Madrid  before  his  instructtoai  oa 
this  subject  reached  that  place,  and  the  suboeqaeot 
invasion  of  Spain  by  France,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
French  commander  of  the  blockading  squadron  off 
Cadiz,  retarded  the  arrival  of  our  present  Minister. 
While  the  committee  advise^  that  Government  wiit 
the  result  of  the  negotiation  now  pending,  at  Madiidr 
or,  at  all  events,  the  answer  to  the  remoosirance  ef 
oar  Minister  at  that  Court,  belbre  a  resort  ia  had  to 
repriaala  and  blockade;  they  earnestly  recomoeod, 
thst  two  or  more  small  cruisers  should  be  conaUoUf 
kept  off  the  ports  of  San  Juan,  and  in  the  More  Pas- 
sage, 80  as  to  protect  our  commerce,  and  intercept  st 
the  entrance  of  San  Juan,  Aguadilla,  Mazagoes,  Cspe 
Roco,  and  Ponce,  American  veaaels  unlawfuil/ e*f 
tured  by  Spanish  privateera ;  and,  that  the  comsito- 
ders  of  the  United  States  vessels  o/  war  be  iu»trBCted 
to  capture,  and  send  into  a  port  of  the  United  Stttei 
for  trial,  any  privateer  that  commits  an  outrage  oo  the 
persona,  or  plunders  the  property,  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  high  seas,  whenever  good  and  m- 
fieient  testimony  of  such  piratical  act  can  be  obtained 
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GOyERNMENT  OF  FLORIDA   ite. 

A  bill  "to  amend  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to 
ameod  an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial 
gorernment  in  Florida,"  was  read  by  sections  and 
amended.  On  the  item  which  fixes  the  salary  of 
the  Distrct  Attorney,  some  debate  arose,  in  which 
Messrs.  Cocke,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Call,  Taylor, 
Md  Wbioht,  took  part. 

Mr.  Call  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  with  five 
boDdred  dollars.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  to 
fill  it  with  two  hottdred. 

The  former  som  was  carried — ayes  71,  noes  68. 
When  the  bill  and  amendments  were,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Taylor,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
nee  on  the  disagreeing  Yotes  of  the  two  Houses 
upoD  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  impos- 
ing duties  on  imports,"  made  a  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Ton  moved  for  a  call  of  the  House  previous 
to  taking  a  vote  on  this  report.  The  motion  was 
not  agrmi  to. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson  moved  to  lay  the  report  on 
tbe  table  until  the  House  should  be  fuller. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  81,  noes  72. 

Mr.  Cook  offered  the  following  joint  resolution, 
which  was  twice  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  P. 
P.  Barbour,  was  laid  on  the  table  : 

^'Raolved,  if-c.  That  the  several  States  which  have 
been  admitted  into  the  Union,  under  any  compact  pro- 
hibiting guch  States  from  levying  and  collecting  a  tax 
on  land  for  five  yean  next  succeeding  the  sale  of  such 
kad  by  the  United  States,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
•eferaiiy  antboriaed,  whenever  they  may  deem  it  ex- 
pedient,  to  sobject  all  lands  hereafter  sold  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  within  their  respective  limits,  to  the  same 
tax  that  they  may  levy  and  collect  on  lands  not  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  such  compacts." 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  '*  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  300  copies  of  Way  db  Gideon's  edition  of  the 
JoQFoals  of  tbe  old  Congress,"  was  committed, 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment,  which  al- 
tered the  number  of  copies  from  300  to  630.  The 
Bouse  agreed  to  the  amendment,  and  the  bill, 
as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  this 
day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKiM,  the  bill  "  for  alter- 
ing the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  of  the 
Uoited  States  in  the  district  of  Maryland,''  was, 
by  co&sent,  amended  bysubstitutingMay  for  July  ; 
Bod  the  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
lod  sent  to  the  Senate. 

A  bill  "  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of  Virginia 
tod  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  engrossed  bill 
'  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  court  of 
he  United  States  for  the  district  of  South  Caro- 
ina,"  having  undergone  several  amendments, 
vere  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr  Stewabt  offered  the  following,  which  lies 
>ne  day  : 

**RtMolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
e  requested  to  caase  to  be  communicsted  to  this 
loQae  any  report  that  may  have  been  made  by  the 
)u{>enotendent  of  the  Cumberland  Road,  showing  the 
Banner  in  which  the  appropriation  made  during  the 


last  session  of  Congress  for  the  preservation  and  re- 
pair  of  the  said  road  has  been  expended." 

Mr.  Livingston,  of  Louisiana,  rose,  and  said, 
that  he  had  understood  from  several  members 
who  voted  vesterday  for  an  adjournment  on  the 
27th,  that  they  bad  done  so  because  they  consid- 
ered the  silence  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
of  investigation  to  the  inquiry.  Whether  the  evi* 
dence  of  Mr.  Edwards  was  necessary  ?  as  equiv- 
alent to  an  admission  that  they  did  not  think  his 
examination  necessary.  Mr.  L.  said  he  rose  to 
correct  this  erroneous  conclusion.  The  membera 
of  the  committee  had  not  answered,  he  presumed, 
although  he  only  spoke  for  himself,  because  no 
other  vote  had  ever  been  taken  as  to  the  necessity 
of  such  examination,  except  that  by  which  the 
witness  had  been  ordered  to  attend;  and  no  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  could,  therefore,  express  the 
opinion  of  that  body  in  answer  to  the  inquiry. 
The  fact,  however,  was,  that  every  member  of 
the  House  could  as  well  judee  of  the  propriety  of 
waiting  for  the  arrival  of  Afr.  Edwards  as  the 
committee  could.  The  committee  had  no  other 
evidence  than  that  before  the  House.  He  thought 
it  necessary  to  make  this  explanation,  to  give  any 
gentleman  who  had  voted  under  an  erroneooa 
impression,  an  opportunity  to  move  for  a  recon- 
sideration. 

REGULATION  OF  STEAM  VESSELS. 

Mr.  Vinton  offered  the  following : 

** Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law,  that  no  license  lo  navigate  any  of  the 
waters  of  the  United  States  shall  be  granted  to  any 
boat  or  vessel  hereafter  bailt  and  moved  or  propelled 
by  fira  or  steam,  upon  the  principle  of  construction 
commonly  called  '*high  pressure;"  nor  to  any  boat 
or  vessel  heretofore  built  and  moved  or  propelled  by 
fire  or  steam,  that  shall  hereafter  be  fitted  up  or  pro- 
vided with  any  engine  or  other  machine  intended  to 
move  or  propel  such  boat  or  vessel  upon  the  principle 
of  construction  aforesaid." 

Mr.  LivsRMORB  was  desirous  of  information  on 
the  difference  of  construction  between  steam  en- 
gines of  high  and  of  low  pressure. 

Mr.  Vinton  said  he  believed  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  had,  some  years  ago,  prohibited,  by 
law,  any  boat  or  vessel  from  navigating  the  waters 
of  that  country  by  steam  propulsion,  upon  the 
principle  of  construction  embraced  in  the  resolu- 
tion he  had  the  honor  to  submit ;  that,  when  he 
first  heard  of  the  exiatence  of  such  a  law,  he  was 
forcibly  struck  with  the  propriety  of  adopting 
some  regulation  upon  that  subject  in  this  country, 
also ;  and  he  thought  our  disastrous  experience 
was  sufficiently  ample  and  mournful  to  leave  no 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  present,  of 
the  policy  of  providing  a  speedy  remedv  for  so 
alarming  an  evil.  For  himself,  he  said,  the  many 
accidents  from  explosion,  upon  almost  every  pub- 
lic water  of  the  United  States,  producing  death  in 
its  most  terrific  forms,  and  in  none  more  so  thaa 
the  recent  casualty  in  the  harbor  of  New  York, 
(the  melancholy  intelligence  of  which,  yesterday, 
I  excited  in  every  part  of  this  Hall  the  deepest  sea- 
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«itioD,)  had  satisfied  him,  not  merely  of  the  pro- 
priety, bat  of  the  a&m>/«te  necemty  of  legislative 
interposition  for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of 
our  people.    A  country  agitated  with  terror  and 
dismay  looks  to  us  for  protection,  and  demands, 
at  our  bands,  security  for  the  future — a  security 
which,  he  trusted,  would  not  be  denied.    For  these 
•reasons,  he  had  brought  forward  this  subject,  at 
the  present  time,  witn  the  hope  of  now  calling 
that  attention  of  the  House  to  it,  which  might  re- 
sult, on  some  proper  occasion,  hereafter,  in  a  con- 
centration of  its  united  intelligence,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  very  able  committee  to  whom  the  res- 
olution was  proposed  to  be  committed,  in  devising 
some  way  of  putting  a  stop  to  this  tragic  waste 
of  human  life.    Mr.  V.  said  it  must  be  perfectly 
familiar  to  every  gentleman  present,  that  boats 
are  navigated  by  steam  ujpon  two  different  con- 
•tructioDs,  one  of  which  i%  commonly  denomi- 
nated high  and  the  other  kw  preamire.    The  latter 
is  universally  admitted  to  be  comparatively  free 
from  liability  to  explosion,  and  much  less  danger- 
ous, on  the  occurrence  of  such  an  accident.    Not- 
withstanding this  advantage,  which  ou^ht  to  be  a 
matter  of  the  very  first  consideration  with  all  en- 
gaged in  this  busmess,  who  reeard  the  lives,  hap- 
piness, and  peace  of  mind  o?  their  fellow-men, 
yet,  in  many,  if  not  all  the  waters  of  the  United 
States,  except  the  Hudson,  boats  are  propelled  by 
high  pressure,  and  that,  too,  after  the  most  multt- 
plifed  and  calamitous  experience  of  its  danger. 
This^  Mr.  V.  said,  was  particularly  the  case  on 
the  rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  where  more  than 
one  hundred  vessels  are  now  navigated  bv  steam, 
(and  the  number  almost  daily  increasing,)  a  great 
majority  of  which  are  constructed  upon  this  dan- 
gerous plan — and  here,  as  might  be  expected,  until 
quite  lately,  has  been  tbe  principal  theatre  or  these 
distressinc  accidents.    Two  reasons  he  had  heard 
assigned  for  the  introduction  of  this  description  of 
boat  upon  those  waters,  though,  in  his  opinion, 
there  was  but  one,  and  that  entitled  to  not  much 
weight.    It  had  been  said  the  high  presaum  pos- 
aesm  a  greater  power,  giving  to  the  boat  a  great- 
er velocity  of  motion,  and  consequent  momentum 
or  ability  to  resist  ami  move  up  against  a  strong 
opposing  current,  like  that  of  the  Mississippi.    If 
boats  moved  by  Uw  preuure  were  unable  to  over- 
come the  currents  of  our  rivers,  it  would  present 
a  strong  argument  against  acting  upon  his  reso- 
lution ;  but  he  doubM  whether  there  was  any 
■uch  difference  of  power  in  point  of  fact.    The 
high  preiwre  boat  was  somewhat  less  expensive, 
and  cost,  perhaps,  something  less  to  navigate  it ; 
and  this,  he  believed,  was  the  real  motive  for  the 
introduction  of  this  dangerous  description  of  nav- 
vation.     Whatever  justification  interest  might 
nimish  to  him  who  thus  endangers,  and  perhaps 
destroys  the  life  of  his  fellow-mortal,  or  however 
his  cupidity  may  lead  him,  with  full  knowledge 
of  this  disastrous  experience,  still  to  persevere  in 
exposing,  even  to  j^ofMbfe  danger,  the  lives  of  those 
wno  commit  themselves  to  his  care  and  protec- 
tion, he  felt  assured  this  House  would  not  for  a 
moment  give  its  sanction  to  such  a  motive,  nor 
permit  it  to  he  put  in  contrast  with  the  comfort. 


quiet,  and  safety,  of  the  traveiling  ptblie,  tod,  he 
might  add,  the  anxious  soiieitode  of  friends,  i&d 
all  connected  with  it  in  the  various  relstions  of 
life.  Numerous  as  these  accidents  have  been,  yet 
this  species  of  navigation  continues  to  iocresae. 
and  nothing  short  of  the  power  of  GoTenmeai 
can  arrest  its  progress  within  any  reasonable  time, 
and,  until  the  evil  shall  correct  itself  by  thewutc 
of  life,  give  that  security  to  the  people  of  this 
country  which  they  have  a  right  to  cliim  it  our 
hands,  and  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  gaarsDty  to 
them.    Boats  are  constructed  upon  the  cheapest 

f>lan,  and  with  a  view  almost  exclusively  toT^ 
ocity  of  motion.  The  traveller  is  always  in  htste 
to  go  forward,  and  hence,  the  fasted  rmuMghoii 
obtains  the  highest  character.  This  natortllT 
keeps  up  a  constant  and  most  dangeroas  compefr 
tion,  that  has  been,  and  ever  must  be,  froitfu  h 
disaster.  The  comparative  history  and  experi- 
ence of  steam  navigation  on  the  Hudson,  and  tbe 
waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  are  deeisire 
of  this  question.  No  accident,  Mr.  V.  said,  had 
ever  occurred  on  the  former  river,  from  explosion, 
within  his  knowledge ;  but  it  was  to  be  feared  the 
recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  which  had  uniock«l  its  waters,  would 
give  rise  to  the  introduction  of  this  kind  of  san- 
gation  also,  from  which  it  had  hitherto  been  ex- 
cluded. Compel  your  boats  to  adopt  a  difierait 
construction,  and  while  interest  will  insure  dili- 
gence in  the  prosecution  of  the  voyage,  the  staad- 
ard  of  character  will  at  once  be  changed.  That 
boat  will  obtain  the  best  reputation  which  best 
consults  and  promotes  the  ease,  comfort  and  en- 
joyment, of  its  passengers.  In  short,  aU  experi- 
ence, every  principle  of  policy,  humanity,  and  n- 
gard  for  the  lives  and  welfare  of  the  people  of 
this  nation,  call  upon  the  House  for  its  speedy  aod 
effectual  interposition  to  give  practical  security  to 
the  enjoyment  of  this  most  valuable  invention. 

The  resolution  was  advocated  by  Mesas.  Poiv- 
8KTT,  McKiM,  Buchanan,  and  Warfield.  Bfi- 
Lincoln,  and  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  visfaed 
the  resolution  extended,  so  as  to  prohibit  an  improp- 
er material  for  the  construction  of  boilenin  steua 
engines. 

Mr.  Abbot  thought  the  session  too  faradfaac- 
ed  to  admit  of  the  proper  time  to  mature  a  law 
on  this  subject.  It  required  much  research  and 
practical  inlormation. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

TARIFF  BILL. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  cxf  Conference  ia 
relation  to  amendments  to  the  Tariff  bill,  was  read 
again. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  House  concorwitii 
the  report  of  the  committee,  and  asked  for  the  ayes 
and  noes,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FoRBYTH  made  a  motion,  prefaced  hyMme 
general  observations  on  the  character  of  the  billf 
( whch  he  maintained  was,  as  amended,  no  ioa^ 
a  hill  to  protect  manufactures,  but  merely  to  ut* 
crease  the  revenue,)  to  postpone  ind^^&itely  itj 
Darther  consideration,  and  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays  o&  that  question  i  which  weie  Ofdered. 
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Mr.  Ta7U)B  explained  the  coune  adopted  by 
he  Committee  of  Conference,  and  defended  the 
eport  as  accomplishing  all  that  would  be  attained 
loder  existing  circumetances — and  uiged  a  con- 
ttrrence  in  the  result ;  since  the  two  branches  of 
he  Legislature  had  got  so  nearly  to  one  point  as 
D  be  witbin  half  a  cent,  on  a  single  duty,  of  each 
therms  measures. 

Mr.  Trimblb  expressed  a  hope  that  the  friends 
f  the  bill  would  adhere  to  each  other,  and  not 
ne  a  measure  for  which  they  had  been  strog- 
ling  for  years  because  the  amount  of  one  con- 
ated  duty  was  half  a  cent  below  the  point  they 
rished.  He  made  a  few  observations  on  the 
tiare  of  favor  dispensed  by  the  bill  to  Kentucky 
Dd  the  West*— and,  though  not  approving  it  as 
in  or  sufficient,  was  yet  willing  to  acquiesce. 
Dd  hoped  other  members  from  tne  West  would 
0  so  too.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  T. 
icidentaily  passed  a  merited  eulogium  on  the 
haracter  and  services  of  the  late  General  Wayne, 
)  whose  son,  sitting  near  him,  he  was  willing  to 
ppeal  as  an  umpire  between  himself  and  the  gen- 
leman  from  Gkorgia. 

Mr.  Gambbbubng  contended  that  the  bill  was 
ow  wholly  a  revenue  bilU- he  dwelt  upon  the 
trge  amount  it  would  add  to  the  burdens  of  the 
ouotry,  the  needlessness  of  such  an  increase,  &c. 

Mr.  McLanb,  of  Delaware,  spoke  in  support 
f  the  view  fi^en  bv  the  gentleman  from  new 
fork,  (Mr.  Taylor;  advocated  the  bill  as  being, 
rhat  was  so  long  desired,  a  indicioos  revision  of 
he  daties.  He  replied  to  tne  srsument  of  Mr. 
)iMBBSLBMo,  and  adduced  oalciuations  to  show 
bat  che  increase  of  the  revenue  which  its  effect 
rould  produce  was  opportune  to  the  state  of  the 
nances,  as  it  would  enable  the  nation  to  redeem 
le  6  per  cents,  and  extinguish  the  national  debt 
r  the  year  1834. 

Mr.  Cambbblen G  spoke  in  reply,  insisting  on 
)e  view  he  had  before  given ;  and  then 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
ikeo,  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  70,  nays 
20,  as  follows : 

TiAf-^Massfs.  Abbet,  Akxander  of  Yirfinia,  Al- 
«  of  Tenoesaee,  ATcher,  P.  P.  Bsorbour,  J.  8.  Bar- 
mr,  Breal,  Burlmgh,  Barton*  Cambieleng,  Gamp- 
eU  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Carter*  Caiy^  Cobb^  Conner, 
'lowninsbield,  Calpoper,  CashmaB,  Cuthbert,  Ed- 
rardf  of  North  Csroltna,  Floyd,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Gar- 
rett, Gatlin,  Oist,  Govsn,  Gurley.  Hall,  Hamilton, 
iooks,  Kent,  Lee,  Loftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liv- 
)K*too,  Long,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  Maag um, 
lercer,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neide,  Owen,  Poinsett, 
!ankio,  Reed,  Reynoldo,  Saundon,  Sandford,  Arthur 
mith,  Alexander  8mytb,  WilKam  Smith,  Spaight, 
pence,  A.  Btevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Taliaferro, 
'attoall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Turker  of  Virginia, 
'acker  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Vante  of  North  Carolina, 
Garfield,  Webster,  Williams  of  Virginu,  Williams 
r  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Carolina. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
lien  of  Maasaebnsetts,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of 
'onneeticQt,  Barttett,  Bartley,  Beecber,  Blair,  Brown, 
taehaoan,  Bock,  Buckaer,  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Saasedy,  Cocka,  CoUins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig, 
hy,  Bttflbe,  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Eddy»  Edwards  of 


Psansgrlvania,  Ellis,  Farvelly*  Findlay,  Foote  of  New 
York,  Forward,  Garrisoo,  Gazlay,  Harris,  Harvey, 
Hayden,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer,  Hogeboom, 
Holeombe,  Houston,  Ingham,  laacka,  Jenkins,  Jen> 
nings,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J,  T.  Johnson,  F.  John- 
son, Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrenee,  Letcher,  Little, 
Locke,  McArtbur,  McKean,  McKim,  McLane  of  Dela- 
ware, McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Markley,  Afartindale, 
Marvin,  MaUack,  Matsen,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mttchell 
of  Pennsylvania*  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
tndty,  Morgan,  Nelson,  Newton,  Patterson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plnmer  of  New  Hamp* 
shire,  Plnmer  of  Pennsylvania,  Prince,  Richards,  Rich, 
Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  8losne»  Standefer^ 
Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck, 
Test,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Trim- 
ble, Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van  Wyck,  Vin- 
ton, Wayne,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White, 
Wicklifie,  James  WHson,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of 
Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

So  the  House  refused  indefinitely  to  postpone 
the  biU. 

Mr.  FoBBYTH  objected  to  the  principle  of  tax- 
ing the  Southern  States,  in  the  article  of  cotton 
bagging,  to  however  small  an  amount,  for  the  ben* 
efit  of  a  particular  district  of  the  Union,  and  be 
gave  notice  that,  should  the  motion  of  concur* 
rence  with  the  committee  of  conference  be  reject* 
ed,  he  should  submit  a  motion,  that  this  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  Senate's 
amendment. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Tbimblb,  in  re- 

ato  those  of  Mr.  Fobstth,  the  question  was 
en  on  concurring  with  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— ^yeas  125,  nays  66,  as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Adaftis,  Alexander  of  Tennessee, 
AUen  of  Maosschusetts,  Allison,  Baylies,  Barber  of 
Qonneeti0Ut,Bai«lett,  Bsrtley,  Beecher,  Bhair,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Bncky  Cady,  Campbell  of  Ohki,  Cassedy, 
Cocke,  Collins,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craig,  Cush- 
man.  Day,  Durleis  Dwinell,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwaids  of 
Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  FarreUy,  Findlay,  Foot  of  Conner* 
ticut,  route  of  New  York,  rorward.  Garrison,  Gaslay, 
Harris,  Harvey,  Hay  den,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herkimer, 
Hobart,  Hogeboom,  Holeombe,  Houston,  laghamt 
Isaoks,  Jenkuui,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson, 
F.  Johnson,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Lawrence,  Leftwich, 
Letcher,  Little,  Locke,  Mc Arthur,  McKean,  McKim, 
McLane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary  Mark- 
ley,  Martindale,  Marvin,  Matlsck,  Matson,  Metcalfe, 
Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Mary- 
land, Moore  of  Kentucky,  Morgan,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plnmer 
of  Pennqflvaaia,  Prinee,  Reed,  Reynolds,  Richards, 
Rich,  Rose,  Roes,  Soon,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane,  Stan- 
defer,  Sterling,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Strong,  Swan,  Tay- 
lor, Ten  Eydc  Test,  Thompson  of  Kentncky,  Tod, 
TomUnson,  Trimble,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio, 
Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whipple, 
Whitman,  Whittlesey,  White,  James  Wilson,  Hen- 
ry Wilson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Woods,  and 
WrighL 

Nats — Meson.  Abbot,  Alexsnder  of  Virginia,  Al- 
len of  Tennessee,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Bar- 
bour, Brent,  Buekner,  Burleigh,  Burton,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Cary,  Cobb, 
Conner,  Crowninshield,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Edwards 
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of  Norlh  Carolina,  Floyd,  Foriyth,  Garnett,  Gatlio, 
Gift,  Govan,  Gurley,  Hall,  HamiltoB,  Hooks,  Kent, 
Lee,  LiDcoln,  Litchfield,  Livingston,  Long  McCoy, 
McDuffie,  McKee»  Mangum,  Mercer,  Moore  of  Alaba- 
ma) Nealcy  Owen,  Poinaett,  Rankin,  Saunders,  Sand- 
ford,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith, 
Spaight,  Spence,  A.  Stevenson,  J.  Stephenson,  Tali- 
aferro, Tattnall,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
ginia.  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance  of  North  Car- 
olina, WarfieM,  Wicklifie,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
liams of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of  South  Car- 
olina. 

So  the  House  did  concur  in  the  report  of  the 
said  committee  of  conference,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

1st  That  the  House  of  Representatives  do  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  third  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  and  do  agree  to  the  same,  with  the  follow- 
ing amendment :  after  the 'Word  **  wool,"  where  it  oc- 
curs in  the  proviso,  strike  out  the  words,  "  or  of  which 
wool  shall  be  a  component  part ;"  and  insert,  *'  except 
flannels  and  baizes." 

2d.  That  the  Senate  do  recede  from  so  much  of  its 
sixteenth  amendment,  in  reference  to  the  specific  duty 
on  cotton  bagging,  as  is  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  that  the  clause  be  modified,  so 
as  to  read,  '*  on  cotton  bagging,  three  cents  and  three 
fourths  of  a  cent  per  square  yard. 

Mr.  Websteb  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow, 
(Thursday,)  he  should  call  up  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  irom  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  elec- 
tion of  President  and  Vice  President,  and  that, 
also  from  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  imprisonment 
for  debt. 


Thubboat,  May  20. 

Mr.  Habvby,  from  the  Naval  Committee,  re- 
ported a  bill "  for  tberelief  of  William  Townsend ;" 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Wbipplb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  for 
the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  John  Donnelson, 
Stephen  Hurd,  and  others,"  with  an  amendment, 
inserting  the  name  of  Thomas  Carr,  in  which  the 
House  concurred — ayes  66,  noes  53. 

On  the  question  of  its  engrossment  for  a  third 
reading,  a  short  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
Cobb,  Whipple,  Ibacks,  Houston,  and  CuL- 
PEPEB,  took  part,  and  the  motion  to  engross  pre- 
vailed. 

The  resolution  yesterday  ofiTered  hj  Mr.  Stew- 
ABT,  calling  for  certain  information  from  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  as  to  the  application  of 
the  money  last  year  appropriated  for  the  repairs  of 
the  Cumberlana  road,  was  take  up,  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  when  committed  in  any  navy  yard,  fort,  arse- 
nal, magazine,  dockyard,  lighthouse,  or  other  place 
belonging  to  the  United  States;  An  act  to  enable 
the  President  to  hold  treaties  with  certain  Indian 
tribes,  and  for  other  purposes;  were  twice  read, 
and  referred  to  committees. 

The  following  engrossed  bills,  viz : 

A  bill  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  South 


Carolina ;  An  act  to  alter  the  judicial  districts  of 
Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes;  A  bill  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  es- 
tablish a  Territorial  government  in  Florida,  aod 
for  other  purposes;"  were  severally  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

On  the  last  of  these  bills,  the  discussion  of  yes- 
terday was  renewed.  The  pro  visions  of  the  bill 
were  objected  to  by  Mr.  Bbeobeb,  of  Ohio,  and 
defended  bj  Mr.  Call,  of  Florida,  and  Mr.  Scott, 
of  Missouri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  the  House 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  '^  to 
authorize  the  surveying  and  maaing  of  a  road 
from  a  point  on  the  northwest  boundary  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  near  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Detroit,  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan ;"  which  was  read  by  sections. 

The  facts  were  stated  and  explained  bjr  Mr. 
Vance.  The  road,  partly  opened  by  the  troopi 
during  the  late  war,  passes  over  many  deep  mo- 
rasses, through  a  countiy  sparsely  peopled,  and  U 
of  importance  as  a  military  road  on  the  trontier, 
d^c.  He  adverted  to  the  disasters  which  had  beeo 
experienced  for  want  of  a  road  between  these 
points,  and  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  appro- 
priating clause  with  the  sum  of  9^}000. 

This  sum  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Sandford,  of 
Tennessee,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  McArtbdr, 
who  explained,  from  personal  knowledge,  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  road,  and  the  aspect  of  the  couotry 
through  which  it  is  proposed  to  pass. 

The  amendment  passed  nem.  con.,  and  the  bill 
was  reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  moved  to  resume  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Post  Office  bill. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  suggested  the  propriety 
of  recommitting  it. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  objected  to  this  course,  and 
then  the  House,  having  given  leave  to  sit  again^ 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  thai 
bill. 

A  variety  of  amendments  were  proposed,  the 
greater  part  of  which  were  adopted.  The  bill  wal 
then  reported  to  the  House,  as  amended,  and  t 
number  of  farther  amendments  were  proposed  an<| 
carried.  One  of  the  amendments,  proposed  by  M^ 
MooBE,  went  to  extend  the  privilege  of  frankio^ 
letters,  during  the  whole  time  any  member  reiaioej 
his  right  to  a  seat  on  this  floor.  Another  (offerH 
by  Mr.  Cocke,)  went  to  repeal  that  privilege  a] 
now  extended  to  30  days  betore  and  after  the  ses 
sions  of  the  House,  and  confine  it  to  the  time  tb< 
House  is  in  session — while  anutber,  (offered  b] 
Mr.  Cook,)  took  a  middle  course,  and  exteodei 
that  privilege  to  sixty  days  before  and  after  thi 
session. 

Mr.  McDupriB  moved  an  amendment  sppnl 
priating  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  aid  of  the  Fo$ 
Office  Department,  to  enable  it  to  meet  the  addi 
tional  post  routes  now  agreed  to :  and  he  supporter 
his  amendment  by  a  speech,  in  which  he  advoca 
ted  the  principle  of  ex])ending  the  funds  of  th 
country  for  the  diffusion  of  intelligence. 
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After  roach  discussion,  this  amendment  was 
adopted— ayes  76,  noes  60. 

Ad  ameodmeot  offered  by  Mr.  Inoham,  which 
Rquired  the  Postmaster  General,  whenever  the 
disiMirsements  of  the.  Department  exceeds  its  in- 
eooe,  to  sa^pend  so  many  of  the  least  productive 
roQtes  as  amount  to  the  balance,  was  negatived — 
ayes  54,  does  76.  As  was  also  the  following,  of- 
fined  by  Mr.  Wbippi^b  : 

That  the  bill  be  re-oommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
P(Mt  OfEces  snd  Poet  Roeds,  with  instractions  that 
tbe  Committee  report  the  number  of  miles  added  to 
the  preient  pott  lOQloe  bj  the  bill,  the  ezpenee  of  car- 
ijtog  the  miiJ  on  the  same,  the  amount  of  avsilable 
intaae  which  accroed  to  the  Post  Oliice  Department 
dima;  thf  Isst  year,  and  the  erpeoses  thereof  fi>r  the 
noc  period,  with  the  belanee,  if  any,  which  now  ea- 
ifti  Bgtioft  the  General  Post  Office. 

Tbe  bill  and  amendment  were  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBReLBNO,  tbe  House 
veot  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
making  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the 
claim  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Governor  of 
tile  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  WicKLiFPfi  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  that  part  of  it  which  allows  interest 
on  tlie  commission  allowed  Mr.  T.  on  disburse- 
oicnts  for  the  Ck)vernment. 

Tbe  letter  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
OD  this  sabject,  was  read. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson  went  into  a  historv  of  the 
Kttlement  of  Mr.  T.*s  accounts,  and  advocated 
tbe  propriety  of  the  allowance  proposed  in  the 
Ul  00  principles  of  public  justice.  He  dwelt 
viih  warmth  on  the  services  of  the  individual 
coicerned,  and  insisted  that  the  appropriation 
^  00  more  than  his  due. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  aeknowledg^ed  tbe  merits  of 
Mr.  Tompkins,  but  contended  that  his  claim  was 
to  be  put  on  toe  same  footing  with  every  other. 
He  went  into  an  examination  of  several  provis- 
^  of  the  bill — to  many  of  which  he  did  not 
object—but  he  could  not  assent  to  the  allowance 
of  interest  on  commission.  This  was  not  re- 
<Iiurfd  or  warranted  by  any  statute,  nor  was  it 
allowed  in  private  transactions. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  vpoke  in  reply — al- 
lowed that  if  there  was  nothing  to  discriminate 
^^  from  ordinary  cases,  it  would  be  improper  to 
^^  the  allowance — but  contended  that  it  was  a 
^^  of  marked  and  very  peculiar  character.  He 
^bowed  that  the  injuries  of  the  individual  con- 
terned  arose  from  the  inability  of  the  Government 
^{^yhis  just  demands  at  the  time  when  they 
Were  doe — he  stated  tbe  promises  under  which  he 
aid  acted  in  aiding  the  Government  The  vio- 
^tioD  of  those  promises,  and  his  consequent  ruin ; 
b«  contrasted  the  principles  on  which  Govern- 
^Qthad  settled  with  others,  and  contended  that, 
^Q  if  the  bill  passed,  he  would  not  be  as  well 
<^lt  with  as  they.  He  adverted  to  the  pressure 
oathe  national  credit  during  the  late  war,  .and 
^'^^ined  that  rules  which  applied  in  a  time  of 


peace  and  tranquillity  could  not,  with  fairness,  be 
applied  to  transactions  under  all  the  exigencies 
and  risks  of  a  state  of  war. 

The  debate  was  farther  continued  by  Messrs. 
Warfielo  and  Wickliffe,  who  opposed,  and 
Mr.  Stevenson,  who  supported  the  bill. 

Mr.  A.  Stevenson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  words,  and  in- 
serting the  following :  *'  That  there  shall  be  paid 
'  to  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  out  of  any  money,  &c., 
'  the  sum  of  $136,799  97;  deducting  therefrom  the 
'  amount  paid  him  in  virtue  of  the  act  to  amend 
<  an  act  appropriating  a  certain  sum  of  money  for 
'  the  relief  of  baniel  D.  Tompkins,  amounting  to 

' dollars,  as  a  full  compensation  and  dis- 

'  charge  for  his  claim  against  the  United  States, 
*•  arising  out  of  the  advances  made,  losses  sus- 
'  tained,  and  services  rendered,  by  him  during  the 
'  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
'  tain:  that  being  the  amount  found  due  to  him 
*•  from  the  Unit^  States,  by  the  verdict  of  the 
'  jury  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  of  America 
'  vs,  D.  D.  Tompkins,  decided  in  the  District 
'  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Southern 
'  District  of  New  York.  That  the  act  heretofore 
'  passed,  referring  the  claims  of  said  Tompkins, 
'  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  repealed." 

On  this  amendment  a  discussion  arose,  in  which 
Messrs.  Stevenson,  Caoy,  Cambrelenq,  Ing- 
ram, FoRSTTH,  and  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, took  part. 

Mr.  Caoy,  of  New  York,  wishing  to  state  cer- 
tain facts  more  fully,  and  to  express  his  views  on 
this  subject,  moved  that  the  Committee  rise. 

This  motion  was  not  carried — ayes  70.  noes  72. 

Mr.  McDdffie  supported  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Stevenson,  as  going  to  enable  Congress  to 
do  an  act  of  justice  to  a  meritorious  individual, 
without  involving  any  principle  which  misht  be 
drawn  intu  injurious  precedent.  He  testified,  in 
the  most  explicit  and  cordial  manner,  to  the 
merit  and  value  of  the  services  of  Mr.  Tompkins 
during  the  late  war,  and  remarked  on  the  ruin- 
ous consequences  which  had  ensued  to  his  private 
fortune. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbodr  took  the  same  side,  and  ob- 
served that,  if  there  was  on  this  side  of  the  grave 
an  object  of  interesting  contemplation,  it  was  a 
great  and  good  man  struggling  amidst  surround- 
ing difficulties,  and  in  danger  of  being  overwhelmed 
by  them.  Ail  bis  impressions  concerning  the 
conduct  of  the  individual  concerned  in  this  bill 
were  of  the  most  favorable  kind,  and  he  did  not 
know  whether  he  might  not,  unconsciously,  be 
too  much  influenced  by  his  feelings  to  be  a  perfectly 
nnbias.sed  judge.  Mr.  B.  then  went  into  a  review 
of  some  of  the  calamitous  scenes  in  tbe  early  part 
of  the  late  war.  He  adverted  particularly  to  the 
time  when  this  Capitol  was  nothing  but  a  heap 
of  smouldering  ruins ;  when  the  metropolis  was 
ransacked  ;  when  the  inhabitants  of  his  own  State 
were  in  uncertain  dread  of  an  attack  of  the  enemy 
on  Baltimore  or  Richmond ;  when  an  attempt 
was  made  to  renew  the  project  of  Bnrgoyoe,  to 
divide  the  United  States  into  two  moieties  by 
gaining  possession  of  the  State  of  New  York ; 
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when  it  was  almost  a  literal  fact  that  the  vessel 
of  State  was  aground ;  when  we  had  neither  men 
in  the  field,  nor  money  in  the  Treasury,  nor  credit 
with  those  who  had  it  to  lend : — at  this  period,  the 
services  of  Governor  Tompkins  were  tendered. 
He  went  into  the  service  of  his  countr^r  with  a  for- 
tune ample  and  unembarrassed.    During  his  con* 
tinuance  in  it^  no  palaces  had  risen  like  exhala- 
tions ;  no  equipages  flashed  like  meteors ;  yet  he 
came  out  of  the  war  ruined  in  fortune,  ruined  in 
credit,  having  not  only  lost  his  own  property,  but 
sacrificed  that  which  he  possessed  by  his  connex- 
ion in  life,  and  was  reduced  to  absolute  poverty. 
Mr.  B.  said,  it  might  do  very  well  to  read  in  his* 
tory  of  a  Cincinnatus,  who  returned  from  the 
highest  station  in  the  State  to  hold  a  plough,  and 
who  still  retained  a  lofty  standing  among  his 
countrymen.    If  such  things  ever  had  existed,  they 
certainly  did  not  exist  at  the  present  day.    He 
made  some  forcible  remarks  on  the  efiects  of  pov- 
erty, and,  having  again  deprecated  any  undue  in- 
fluence of  feeling  over  his  judgment,  he  proceeded 
to  the  naked  question  of  right,  adverted  to  the  ver- 
dict which  had  been  rendered  in  favor  of  the 
claims  of  Mr.  T.  by  a  jury  at  New  York,  on  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  rendered,  and 
the  weight  to  which  it  was  entitled ;  and  though 
he  did  not  Admit  it  as  authority  which  ought  to 
bind  this  House,  and  admitted  that  verdicts  might 
be  influenced  by  prejudice,  by  a  strong  current  of 
party  feeling,  and  other  causes,  yet,  till  evidence 
should  be  produced  to  shake  the  decision  which 
the  New  York  jury  had  given,  after  a  full  and 
laborious  investigation,  he  should  presume  it  to  be 
a  correct  finding  in  the  case,  and  rejoiced  that  the 
dictates  of  his  own  judgment  united  with  and  cor- 
roborated the  feelings  of  his  heart  toward   the 
claimant. 

Mr.  Bartlett  proposed  that  the  amendment 
be  so  modified  as  to  admit  that  part  of  it  which  re- 
lates to  the  decision  of  a  grand  jury  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Stevbnbom  accepted  this  modification, 
and  altered  his  amendment  so  as  to  read :  '^  The 
'  sum  of  $101,609  97^  as  a  full  compensation  and 

<  discharge  for  his  claim  against  the  United  States, 
'  arising  out  of  advances  made,  losses  sustained, 

<  and  services  rendered  by  him  during  the  war  be- 

<  tween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain." 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  no  more  than  a  part  of  the 
first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Krsmbr  moved  that  the  Committee  rise, 
and  accompanied  the  motion  with  a  few  remarks^ 
it  was  negatived — ayes  60,  noes  79. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Cady,  and  called  upon  him  to  state  the  infor- 
mation he  possessed  and  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
He  went  into  some  history  of  the  crisis  in  which 
theservices  of  Mr.  T.  were  rendered.  He  regretted 
the  ofi*erinff  of  the  amendment,  and  would  prefer 
that  the  bill  remain  as  at  first  reported — he  thought 
the  House  ought  to  comply  with  its  decision  at 
the  last  session,  and  carry  the  principles  then 
sanctioned  into  full  efiect. 

Mr.  Cadt  replied  to  Mr.  Cambbelbno,  and 
complained  that  he  should  be  forced  into  the  de- 


bate by  his  colleague.  He  avowed  do  hostilitv  to 
Governor  Tompkins,  and  disclaimed  any  reflec- 
tion on  the  President  of  the  United  States  or  his 
oflicers.  He  adverted  to  the  short  period  in  whiek 
he  bad  served  in  the  field,  the  services  c€  others 
equally  meritorious,  the  allowances  made  to  the 
claimant  by  the  State  of  New  York,  dte. 

Mr.  Cahbrblbno  replied — and  observed  that 
his  only  object  had  been  to  elieit  fron  his  exAr 
league  any  tnformatioii  he  might'  be  willing  to 
communicate  on  the  subieet. 
Mr.  Warpield  moved  to  rise. 
The  motion  was  neffatived-^ayes  70,  noes  87. 
Mr.  WiLLiAiia,  of  North  Carolina,  inquired  of 
Mr.  Stbvbnsom  for  the  items  which  made  up  t^ 
sum  he  had  moved.    Mr.  Stbvensoh  ezplainei 
that  he  had  founded  the  calculation  on  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury  of  New  York,  and  ded«cting  fron 
it  such  sums  as  had  been  paid  Mr.  T.  at  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  Williams  replied,  and  still  wished  for  par- 
ticulars. 

Mr.  McCoT  spoke  m  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  debate  was  then  further  continued  by 
Messrs.  Wmasr,  of  Ohio,  Krsmrr,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Beecber,  of  Ohio,  Inoham,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  opposed  the  amendment,  and  Mess^ 
J.  S.  ^ARROuaand  Hooerooh,  who  advocated  it 
The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Stevenson,  (founded  on  the  New  York  vo^ 
diet,)  was  decideid  in  the  negative. — Ajta  61, 
noes  74. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  ametidment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Wickliffb,  (which  strikes  am 
all  the  first  section  except  the  eaactinff  ciansc,)  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative.— -Ayes  62,  noes  77. 
Mr.  Cambrrlbmo  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
second  section,  with  the  sum  of  $115,000^-aad, 
the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
afllrmative— ayes  86,  noes  65. 
The  bill  was  then  reported  as  amended. 
Mr.  McGoT  moved  to  adjourn.    Negatived— 
ayes  63,  noes  70. 

Mr.  Wriort  then  gave  notice,  that,  if  the  House 
refused  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee, 
he  wbuld  move  to  fill  the  blank  with  )^,O0O,and 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  concurring  were  oallcd  for 
and  ordered  by  the  House. 

The  question  of  concurring  in  the  committee's 
report— filling  the  blank  with  $ll5X)0a— was  then 
decided  in  the  afllrmative — ^yeas  76,  nays  61,  as 
follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  AUen  ofToi- 
nessee,  Archer,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Bsrboar,  Breol, 
Brown,  Burton,  Ctmbreleng,  Csiy,  Cobb,  Collio% 
Conner,  Craig,  Crowninshield,  Cuthbert,  Pay,  Dwi- 
nsll,  Eaton,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  North  Carofina,  Foot 
of  Connecticut,  Foots  of  New  York,  Frost,  Ganuen, 
Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gurley,  Haoiilton,  Henry,  Hci^ 
kimer,  Hogeboom,  HocAs,  Houston,  Jsokins,  Johosoii 
of  Virginia,  J.  T.  iohnaon,  Kent,  Lawrence,  I^tch- 
field,  Ltvermors,  Long,  McDoffie,  IffcKira,  lIcLaoe 
of  ]>elaware,  Mangiun,  Hitdiellof  Maryland,  Moore  of 

I  Kentucky,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Newtoa,  Owen,  Poin- 
sett, Riehardsy  8oott«  Sharpe,  William  Smith,  Spngkt, 
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.  Steveason,  J.  StephsMon,  StoMatd,  Taliftfcrro, 
tttoall.  Taylor,  Ten  Eyck,  TbonpMB  of  Goofgia, 
'ysoo,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina,  Vance  of 
bio,  Van  Wyck,  Wayne,  Whipple,  WiUiamtof  New 
ork,  Henry  Wileon,  and  Wooda. 
Nits — Messra.  Alexander  of  T^nneasee,  Bayliee, 
eecher,  Blair,  Buck,  Buckner,  Burleigh,  Cady, 
•mpbell  of  Ohio,  Cocke,  Condict,  Cook,  CralU,  Cal- 
iper, EUia,  Forsyth,  Harris,  Harrey,  Hobart,  Ing- 
iiD,  Uacks,  F.  Johnson,  Kremer,  Leftwich,  Letcher, 
incoln,  McArthur,  McCoy,  McLean  of  Ohio,  Mar- 
aJale,  Matlack,  Matson,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of 
enosyUania,  Neale,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvantaf  Pat- 
iTBon  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  New  Hampahire,  Plamer 
f  PeDDiylvania*  Reynolds,  Rich,  Ross,  Sandford* 
ibiej,  8loane,  Arthur  Smith,  Standefer,  Swan,  Tom- 
qmh,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Whitman,  WhitUeeey,  Wick- 
fie,  Williams  of  VirginU,  WUliaoe  of  North  Caro- 
ns,  Jamea  Witson,  Wilson  of  Ohio,  Wood,  Wright 

Mr.  WicKLiPFB  then  moved  further  to  amend 
)e  bill  by  striking  from  the  first  section  the  fol- 
)wing : 

"That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes,  in  the 
Dal  dedsion  of  the  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 
ite  GoTemor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the 
Jnited  States,  be,  and  is  heieby,  anthoriaed  to  attow 
Ike  laid  D.  D.  Tompkins  interest  upon  the  amount  of 
be  commission  which  may  be  allowed  him  for  dis- 
onements." 

And  thequestioii  thereon 
idjottrned. 


,thieHoase 


Friday,  May  21. 

The  Spkakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
rom  the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  state- 
neDt  of  the  extent  of  the  post  roads,  amount  of 
K»tage  collected,  compeosation  of  postmasters, 
Qcidental  expenses,  cost  of  transportinff  mails, 
tc.,  in  each  State  and  Territory,  in  the  years 
820, 1821,  and  1822;  prepared  in  obedience  to  a 
esolation  of  this  House  of  the  17th  of  December 
ast;  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
^fiairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
ienate,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  enaUe  the  President 
9  hold  treaties  with  certain  Jodian  tribes,  and  for 
ther  purposes,''  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
lieot;  and  it  was  condmitted  to  a  Committee  of 
be  whole  House  to-day. 

Mr.  Nbwton.  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
DCTce,  to  whica  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  '*An  ad  for  the  relief  of  Alexan- 
ler  Scott,  late  collector  of  Pensacola,"  reported 
be  iune  without  amendment ;  and  it  was  com- 
»tted  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
rhich  VA  committed  the  bill  to  allow  a  salary  to 
l^e  collector  of  Pensacolt. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  dis- 
harsed  from  the  considermtion  of  the  Message  of 
tie  President  of  the  United  States^  of  the  18th 
itimo,  accompanying  a  communication  from 
iezander  Hamilton,  relatiye  to  titles  to  lands  in 
[lorida;  and  the  said  Message  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  Judiciary.  And  the  said  com- 
Httee  were  also  discharged  from  the  petition  of 
brienne  Lasselle  and  others,  and  leave  given  to 
rithdraw  the  same. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public 
Buildings  dispose  of  the  building  south  of  the 
Capitol,  now  u.sed  for  committee  rooms,  to  the 
best  advantage,  and  that  the  same  be  removed. 

Mr.  Trimble  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House,  at  an  early  day  of  ite  next 
session,  whether  any,  and  what,  provision  can  be  made^ 
by  law,  to  distinguish  between  importaiions  made  bj 
aliens,  or  on  foreign  accounl,  and  those  made  by  citiiena 
of  the  United  States.  And,  also,  report  the  amount  of 
dutiea  which  accmed  on  imports  during  the  year  1823^ 
or  1838,  classing  the  imports  according  to  the  aggregates 
of  the  several  credits  allowed  by  law  upon  the  duty 
bonda,  so  as  to  show  the  aggregate  under  each  head 
of  credit,  (br  the  year  selected ;  and  so  as  to  ahow» 
also,  by  estimate,  the  amount  of  interest  that  would 
have  accrued  upon  the  bonds,  if  the  several  credits  had 
been  allowed  upon  the  payment  of  intereat  at  the  rate 
of  six  per  centum  per  annum. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wriobt,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther further  legislative  provision  is  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  third 
of  March,  1823,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a 
national  armory  on  the  Western  waters." 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  John  Gaillard 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  temporcy  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  Senate  haTe  passed  a  bill  of  this  House,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,"  with  ameQdments, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Spearbr  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing three  statements  prepared  in  obedience  to  the 
act  establishing  a  Mint,  showing  the  expenses  of 
that  establishment;  which  report  was  laid  upoa 
the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  to  authorize  the  surveying 
and  makiuff  of  a  road  from  a  point  on  the  north* 
.west  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  near  the  foot 
of  the  Miami  of  Lake  filrie,  to  Detroit,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan."  and  the  bill  from  the  Senate^ 
"  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  John  Don- 
nelson,  Stephen  Hord,  and  others,"  were  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLans,  of  Delaware,  the 
House  went  into  Como^ittee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
Foot,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  Chair,)  on  the  bill 
"  makiug  further  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  ye^r  1^4." 

Several  amendments  having  been  made,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave 
to  sit  again. 

POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Tbe  engrossed  bill  "  to  discontinue  certain  post 
routes,  and  to  establish  others,"  was  then  read  a 
third  time  |  and,  having  been  slightly  amended, 
the  question  was  put,  "  Shall  it  pass  ? 

Mr.  Bbecbsr  spoke  a  few  words  in  oppoaitton, 

I  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  or- 
dered, and  woe— yeas  S3,  nays  46,  as  follows^ 
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Tbas — Metm.  Adaroa,  Alexander  of  Tenneaaeai 
Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer,  Baylies,  P.  P.  Barbonr, 
J.  8.  Barbour,  Bartley,  Brent,  Brown,  Burton,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell  of  South  Carolina,  Carter,  Caiy, 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Conner,  Cook.Cushnian,  Cuth- 
bert,  Dwinell,  Dwight,  Eston,  Edwards  of  Pennsyl- 
rania,  Ellis,  Footo'  of  New  York,  Forward,  Frost, 
Garnett,  Gat]in,Govan,Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Henry, 
Hogeboom,  Houston,  Isacks,  Jennings,  F.  Johnson, 
Lawrence,  Leflwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Livingston, 
Locke,  Longfellow,  McCoy,  McDuffie,  McKee,  Mc- 
Lane  of  Delaware,  McLean  of  Ohio.  Mallary,  Markley, 
Manrin,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Newton,  Owen,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinsett. 
Richards,  Bandford,  Scott,  Sharpe,  Sibley,  Sloane, 
Speight,  Standefer,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Tslia- 
ferro,  Ten  Eyck,  Test,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Udree, 
Vanee  of  Ohio,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne,  Webster, 
Whittlesey,  Henry  Wilson,  Wilson  of  South  Carolina, 
Wood,  Woods,  and  Wright 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Virginia,  Bartlett, 
Beecher,  Burleigh,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Crafts,  Craig, 
Crowninshield,  Cnlpeper,  Day,  Foot  of  Connecticut, 
Fon^th,  Harris,  Harvey,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Ingham, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Little,  Livermore, 
Jjong,  McArthur,  Martindale,  Matlack,  Matson,  Nel- 
ton,  Patterson  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire, 
Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Reed,  Rich,  Ross,  Arthar 
Smith,  Sterling,  Strong,  Swan,  Taylor,  Tod,  Tomlin- 
•on,  Van  Wyck,  Whipple,  Whitman,  Williams  of 
Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and  Wilson  of 
Ohio. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

COMMITTEE  ROOMS,  d^ 

Mr.  Tatlou,  from  the  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed by  the  two  Houses  ot  Congress  to  make  such 
distribution  of  the  rooms  of  the  centre  building  of 
the  Capitol,  as  the  business  and  convenience  of 
the  two  Houses  require,  made  the  foUowing  re- 
port, viz : 

The  joint  committee  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution 
directing  them  to  make  such  distribution  of  the  rooms 
of  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol  aa  the  business, 
and  convenience  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
require,  report : 

That,  in  the  eentre  building,  besides  the  Rotunda 
and  Library  room,  (the  purposes  of  which  are  already 
designated,}  there  are  the  following  rooms  :. 


In  the  boBemeni  ttory. 


%  corner  rooms  -        •        • 

3  looking  west  •        .        • 

2  smaller  rooms  ... 
1  looking  north  -  «  - 
1  looking  aouth  .        -        . 

S^  rooms  suitable  for  committees* 

4  opening  into  courts. 

jfi»  the  $eeond  titcry* 
%  corner  rooms      -        .        • 

3  looking  west  ... 
%  looking  south  and  north 

1  looking  on  south  court 
1  looking  on  north  court 


19  by  27  feet 
22       30 

u     ao 

18       24 
12       24 


u 


19  by  27  " 

22       30  «' 

18  24  «' 
12       20  "< 

19  24  •« 


1  looking  west,  nnder  Libruy 
4  opsn  to  east  oourta 

13  rooms  in  second  story. 

/n  iht  third  aiory. 

2  comer  rooms       ... 
2  looking  south  and  north 

2  looking  sooth  and  north 
1  on  south  court     ... 

1  on  north  court    ... 

8  rooms  in  third  story. 

In  ihtfourih  story. 

2  comer  rooms       ... 
2  looking  south  end  north 

2  looking  aouth  and  north 
1  looking  on  south  conrt 
1  looking  on  north  court 

8  rooms  in  fourth  story. 


30 
17 


42    •^ 
17    « 


19  by  27  feet. 

18  24    » 
12        18    « 

19  20    <' 
19        24 


•< 


19  by  S7  liML 

18  »4    •* 
12       IS     •* 

19  SO     « 
19       24     " 
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Rooms  in  basement  story  (excinaive  of  Ibor 

opening  into  courts)     -        •        •        -      8 
Rooms  in  second  atoiy     -        •        • 
Rooms  in  third  story         ... 
Rooms  in  lourth  stoiy      ... 

Total  number  of  rooms 


-  13 

-  S 

'      6 

-  37 


The  committee  have  appropriated  the  room  ia  the 
third  atory,  adjoining  the  Library  room,  and  on  the 
north  of  it,  and  the  room  adjoining  thereto  on  the 
east,  numbered  23,  as  reading  rooms,  to  be  connected 
with  the  Library.  They  recommend  that  the  room 
adjoining  the  last  mentioned,  and  on  the  east  of  it, 
numbered  23,  be  appropriated  as  a  consultation  room 
for  the  use  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  They  also  recommend,  that,  oaol 
Congress  shsH  make  a  further  diaposition  of  the  largo 
room  under  the  Library,  in  the  second  story,  the  same 
may  be  occupied  by  the  Columbian  Institute  aa  a  place 
for  holding  their  meetings,  and  a  place  of  deposite  for 
their  hooka,  papers,  furniture,  and  coUeetioas. 

At  to  the  remaining  rooms,  the  committee  have 
appropriated  all  those  north  of  the  centre  of  the  build- 
ing, except  the  fourth  atory,  to  the  Senate;  and  all 
thoee  aottth  of  the  centre,  together  with  the  whola  of 
the  fourth  story,  to  the  House  of  Repreeentativca. 

The  committee,  therefore,  aubmit  the  fbUowinf^  res* 
olution : 

Rnohed,  by  the  Senate  ond  Houee  of  Repreemt- 
taiivee  of  the  Onited  State*  of  America^  in  Cangnu 
aesembied.  That  the  distribtttion  of  the  rooms  ia  ibs 
centra  building  of  the  Caf  itol  be  made  agioaahly  ts 
the  above  report. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was  then  resolved 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  make  distribotton 
of  the  rooms  in  the  Capitol,  appropriated  to  the  use 
of  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  Mr.  Tat* 
Loa,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Kekt,  Mr.  Ton,  Mr. 
Hemfbill,  Mr.  CoNnicr,  and  Mr.  Bddy,  vers 
appointed  the  said  committee 


2m 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2686 


Mat,  1824. 


AccomUs  of  Danid  D.  Tompkins, 


H.  OF  R. 


ACCOUNTS  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

The  Hoase  took  up  the  bill  '* making  proTision 
for  ibe  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D. 
TompkiDs,  late  Qovernor  of  the  State  of  New 
York." 

The  queition  reeorrtng,  from  yesterday,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  to  strike  out  the  first 
seeiioDof  the  bill,  he  modified  that  motion,  by 
proposing,  as  a  substitute  for  the  part  stricken  out, 
a  section  which  went  to  allow  only  the  amount 
settled  at  the  Treasury,  and  contained  in  the  Pres- 
ident's Message  on  this  subject,  (viz,  $60,239  24.) 
He  supported  this  amendment  by  going  into  a 
sommarv  riew  of  the  pecuniary  transactions  be- 
tween Mr.  Tompkins  and  the  €k)veroment,  and 
contended  that  the  sum  already  allowed  to  that 
lodiriduaJ,  was  equivalent  to  a  salary  of  $76,000 
per  annum  for  his  personal  services,  a  reward 
DiQch  greater  than  had  ever  been  given  to  any 
other  person  for  public  services.  Mr.  W.  referred 
tofimilar  exertions  made  by  others  to  support  the 
national  credit,  dbc. 

Mr.  LivEBMOBB  spoke  in  reply,  and  contended 
ihat,  haviog  referred  the  settlement  of  these  ac- 
eoonts  to  the  President,  and  having  received  his 
(ittision,  it  was  unworthy  of  the  dignity  of  the 
House  to  go  into  a  farther  contest  of  the  claim. 
He  remarked  on  the  justice  of  the  principles  on 
which  the  claim  rested,  but  said  it  was  too  late 
to  inrestigate  those  principles,  since  the  President 
had  gireo  his  award.    It  was  better  to  pay  him 
his  demaod  than  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
io  pacing  eulogies  on  his  patriotism  and  services. 
Mr.  WiLLiABiSy  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that 
there  was  no  dispute,  on  either  side,  whether  the 
amount  awarded  by  the  President  was  to  be  paid, 
bot  only  concerning  an  item  on  which  the  Presi- 
^ttt  had  not  made  up  a  determination,  viz :   the 
lilowance  of  interest  on  his  commissions.    He 
^ied  that  the  amount  of  these  commissions  was 
<i<ie  as  soon  as  the  money  was  disbursed  by  Mr. 
Tompkins,  since  there  was  no  law  which  sanc- 
tioned any  such  demand.     Those  commissions 
were  not  dae  till  the  law  was  passed  which  allow- 
ed them  I  and,  if  any  interest  on  the  commissions 
wu  due  at  all,  it  would  not  be  due  farther  back 
^  the  date  of  that  law.    He  contended  for  a 
principle  of  equal  dealing  with  all  claimants — 
which  he  insisted  was  a  nindamental  principle  of 
this  Government.    He  condemned  the  idea  of 
lettijog  a  debt  of  moral  gratitude  in  dollars  and 
^is.    Interest  was  never  allowed,  by  law  on  a 
f|iQBiDg  account,  and  this  account  was  not  settled 
'jUkst  year.    He  deprecated  the  precedent  which 
"^proposed  act  would  establish.    If  it  passed, 
^  prioeiple  must  be  applied  to  the  multitude  of 
canons  claims  which  are  presented  to  this  Qor- 
^ffleot. 

Mr.  MiNflOM  replied,  and  took  the  opposite 
"de  of  the  question,  contending  against  the  pre- 
emption that  Gk>vernment  is  always  both  ready 
^od  willing  to  pay  a  just  demand  against  it;  a 
presumption  which,  in  many  cases,  could  not  be 
denied  to  be  in  ^t  contradiction  of  fact.  He 
>|{owed  how  the  claim  arose,  and  contended  that 
Pernor  Tompkins  had  been  a  lender  to  the 


Gk)vernment  to  a  great  amount,  at  a  moment  of 
its  utmost  need — when  the  President  and  all  the 
Secretaries  could  not  raise  Q3,600,  to  pay  the  most 
pressing  demand.  He  maintained  the  equity  of 
allowing,  tbat,  if  commissions  were  due  at  all, 
they  were  due  as  soon  as  the  disbursements  were 
made. 

Mr.  Ross  argued,  that  as  the  President  had 
awarded  a  sum  different  from  that  found  by  the 
New  York  jury,  the  House  ought  not  to  consider 
itself  under  any  obligation  to  be  governed  by  it. 
He  went  into  a  review  of  the  settlement  of  Mr. 
Tompkins's  accounts,  as  made  by  the  Treasury 
and  allowed  by  the  President,  and  contended  that 
it  ought  not  to  go  any  further. 

Mr.  Ellis  protested  against  the  negative  vote 
of  all  who  yesterday  opposed  the  passage  of  the 
bill  being  interpreted  as  expressive  of  an  opposition 
to  the  whole  claim,  but  only  so  much  of  it  as  re- 
spected the  interest  on  commissions.  Many  who 
gave  that  vote  were  willine  to  subscribe  to  the  ac- 
count as  audited  at  the  Treasury.  He  objected 
to  any  argument  from  the  patriotism  or  services 
of  the  claimant;  the  claim  was  a  matter  of  jus- 
tice, and  not  a  question  of  generosity  or  gratitude. 
He  maintained  that  interest  was  applicable  only 
to  cases  of  absolute  certainty — ^it  followed  cer- 
tainty in  a  debt,  as  the  shadow  followed  the  sub- 
sUnce.  These  commissions  were  wholly  uncer- 
tain previous  to  the  act  which  allowed  them. 
Neither  the  sum  on  which  they  were  to  be  allow- 
ed, nor  the  rate  by  which  they  were  to  be  allowed, 
was  ascertained  till  the  law  settled  it.  He  did 
not  object  to  the  allowance  of  interest  on  the 
balances  due — ^it  had  his  hearty  assent — althouffh 
it  was  a  departure  from  the  ordinary  ru)e  of  the 
Government.  He  thought  the  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances of  the  advances  made,  was  sufficient 
to  justify  it.  But  he  objected  to  the  principle  of 
allowing  interest  on  commissions,  and  deprecated 
the  precedent. 

Mr.  McLanb  rose  in  reply — ^maintaining  that 
this  was  not  a  claim  for  interest  on  commissions 
as  such  ;  but  for  interest  on  a  balance  justly  due, 
into  which  those  commissions  happened  to  enter ; 
if  the  balance  was  due  the  interest  was  also  due. 
As  to  the  rate  of  commissions  being  greater  than 
usually  allowed  by  Government  on  disbursements, 
he  contended  that  they  were  not  allowed  in  this 
case  on  mere  disbursements,  but  on  the  raising  of 
money  on  private  responsibility  and  disbursing  it 
at  personal  risk,  (and  which  had  issued  in  the 
ruin  of  the  individual.)  To  the  argument  from 
precedent,  he  replied  by  adducing  a  long  list  of 
cases  taken  from  the  records  of  the  Treasury,  in 
which  interest  had  been  allowed. 

The  debate  was  then  farther  continued  by 
Mr.  CocKB,  Mr.  Wbiqht,  Mr.  Wabfibld,  Mr. 
Williams,  Mr.  Tod,  Mr.  Mallary,  and  Mr. 
Rbtnolds,  who  advocated  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  WicKLtFFB ;  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Mo- 
Lanb  and  Mr«  Bbbnt,  who  opposed  it,  and  con- 
tended for  9115,000. 

Mr.  Wbiobt,  of  Ohio,  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker :  Reluctant  as  I  am  to  enter  into 
debate  on  thia  questioD|  or  to  oppose  the  passage 
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of  a  bill,  having  for  its  object  the  settleme&t  of 
the  claims  of  anhighly  distinguished  and  merito- 
rious public  officer,  a  sense  of  public  duty  impeb 
me  to  present  to  tne  House  my  views  upon  the 
subject  under  consideration.  But,  before  I  pro- 
ceed to  examine  the  case,  it  may  be  well  to  give 
you  my  conception  of  the  real  state  of  the  ques- 
tion before  you. 

The  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  contains  two  provisions  of  widely  dif- 
ferent character — one  for  paying  to  the  Vice  Pre- 
sident $60,239  24.  the  sum  awarded  by  the  Presi- 
dent; the  other  for  paying,  in  addition  to  that 
sum,  the  further  sum  of  about  $55,000,  as  interest 
upon  the  commission  of  £ve  per  cent,  allowed  him 
for  disbursing  the  public  money.  The  proposi- 
tion of  the  ffentleman  from  Kentucky  goes  to  the 
rejection  of  the  whole  bill,  and  to  substitute  a 
simple  provision,  appropriating  a  sum  for  the 
payment  of  the  award  of  the  President,  without 
the  allowance  of  interest.  I  am,  sir,  in  favor  of 
the  substitute ;  and,  if  it  be  adopted,  shall  vote  for 
the  bill,  but,  if  rejected,  shall  feel  myself  bound  to 
vote  against  the  bill.  I  am  in  favor  of  this  ap- 
propriation, because  it  is  the  decision  of  the  Pre- 
sident, the  umpire  chosen  by  ourselves  to  settle 
this  claini ;  and  it  is  not  my  desij^n  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  the  meritorious  and  distin- 
guished services  of  the  late  Governor  of  New 
York,  or  of  the  allowances  made  him  by  the  Pre- 
sident But,  sir,  it  may  be  important  to  recall  to 
your  recollection  the  situation  of  the  afiairs  of 
this  countrv,  and  the  position  the  claimant  occu* 
pied  in  relation  to  them,  at  the  commencement 
and  during  the  rendition  of  these  services. 

The  present  Vice  President,  during  the  late  war, 
filed  the  gubernatorial  chair  of  New  York,  at  a 
salary  of  $7,000  or  $7,500  per  annum,  and  at.  the 
same  time  acted  as  a  Major  General  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States^  in  the  receipt  of  pay  and 
emoluments,  in  addition  to  the  salary  as  Govern- 
or, of  at  least  $4,000  per  annum,  making  a  total 
amount  of  pay,  &c.,  of  upwards  of  $11,000  a  year. 
As  Governor  he  was  commander-in-chief  of  the 
military  force  of  New  York,  and  bound  in  duty, 
as  such,  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  that  State. 
As  Major  General  of  the  United  States,  he  waa 
equally  bound  to  secure  his  command  from  the 
inroads  of  the  enemy,  and  I  believe  his  command 
was  the  whole  State  of  New  York.  In  discharg- 
ing the  duties  pertaining  to  him,  in  the  very  im- 
portant station  he  filled,  he  exhibited  a  zeal,  vigi- 
lant industry,  and  perseverance,  that  could  only  he 
incited  by  an  ardent  attachment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  liberties  of  his  country,  and  a  fixed  de- 
termination, at  anj  and  all  hazards,  to  sustain  her 
cause,  as  well  aeainst  foreign  enemies  as  domestic 
foes.  This  conduct  secured  to  him  the  admiration 
of  his  countrvmen,  and  entitled  him  to  their  grat- 
itude— an  admiration  and  gratitude  in  which  I 
claim  to  participate  in  no  snuill  degree.  Sir,  every 
citizen  in  a  republic  iwm  to  his  country  the  exer- 
tion of  every  faculty  of  mind  and  body,  and  how- 
ever meritorious  the  services  of  this  distinguished 
individual  were,  they  reached  only  a  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  dutiea  of  his  station. 


Owin^  to  causes  which  it  is  unneeesraryforme 
to  explain  to  you,  the  aflbirs  of  your  Tretsory  ht- 
came  extremely  embarrassed  during  the  war,  iti 
iu  credit  sunk  so  low  that  it  could  not,  iritboot 
dif&cultv,  raise  a  dollar  to  meet  the  naanr  ni 
urgent  oemands  upon  it ;  and,  while  at  the  Joirest 
point  of  depression,  the  calls  for  protectioo,  alosg 
an  extendea  and  exposed  frontier,  were  the  most 
pressing.  An  emission  of  Treasury  ooteiwasn- 
sorted  to,  but  the  combined  efforts  of  broken  tod 
stock-jobbers  sunk  them  immediately  below  pir. 
The  necessity  of  defending  the  great  and  impint- 
ant  city  and  Sute  of  New  York,  was  paipibie, 
but  the  means  of  affording  nroteetion  seemed  lo 
be  without  the  reach  of  the  Geneml  GovcmoMBL 
Governor  Tompkins  was  imed  to  negotiate  lout 
from  the  banks  in  Newl^rk:  the  Treasory  of 
the  Union  was  pledged  for  the  ultimate  paynat, 
and  for  the  transmission  of  Treasury  octet,  to  be 
held  as  collateral  security.  This  is  evideneed  W 
matters  of  g^eneral  notoriety,  and  by  the  report  n 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  whieh  1 
shall  have  occasion  heraafler  to  notice  Govenior 
Tompkins  received,  in  addition  to  the  assoiaBce 
of  the  Executive  Department,  those  of  maoy  ia* 
floential  men  in  New  York,  of  the  ultimate  abilitf 
and  disposition  of  the  Government  to  iadeffloify 
him.  The  banks  refused  the  loan  direct  to  ib 
National  Government,  (probably  because  no  Uv 
authorized  it  to  be  made,)  and  Groveraor  Touf- 
kins  was  only  able  to  procure  the  advances  bf 
using  his  own  credit,  backed  by  his  frieads.  la 
this  way,  about  $900,000  was  procured  from  tbt 
Corporation  of  New  York,  (to  be  expended  io  pi9- 
tecting  the  city)  and  the  banks ;  aad  GoTeraor 
Tompkins  disbursed  this  sum,  and  about  as  mock 
more,  91,844,262  67. 

In  the  discharge  of  the  various  daties  confided 
to  him,  some  irregularity  in  his  vouchers  was  to 
be  expected,  and  a  consequent  em barraasment.  Io 
the  settlement  of  his  accounts  with  the  State  of 
New  York,  as  well  as  with  the  General  Gorers- 
meat,  difficulties  occurred,  and  balances  were  r- 
ported  against  him.  That  of  New  York,  to  aa 
amount  of  about  9100,000,  was  released  to  him 
by  a  legislative  act,  while  the  Treasury  leports  oa 
his  accounts  with  the  United  Sutes  reaaaed  un- 
paid. The  act  of  Congress  prohibiting  the  pay* 
ment  of  salaries,  dke^  to  any  officers  against  whom 
balances  were  standing  upon  the  Treasury  boob, 
until  those  balances  were  paid,  occasioned  a  sas- 
pension  of  the  salary  of  the  Vice  President,  and 
drew  from  him  a  request  to  have  sail  against  him. 
Suit  waa  brought  against  him  in  the  District  Coort 
of  New  York,  and  a  verdict  found  in  his  fa^t 
accompanied  by  an  luofficial  certificate,  whvh  1 
need  not  notioe ;  for  no  one  since  has  rnarded  it 
as  furnishing  any  evidence  in  support  of  tbedaun« 
In  this  state  of  things  application  waa  mv»  ^ 
Congress,  and  the  prohilniory  clause  of  ^[j^^ 
was  repealed,  so  far  as  icgarded  ^^  "^5  h! 
Vice  President ;  and  the  accounting  officeisff^ 
Treasury  were  authorixed  to  settle  his  aeeoim» 
upon  principles  of  justice  and  eouity,  *o^!^^ 
the  revision  atnd  fiaal  deoisioB  of  the  P^"*^^ 
It  U  nanifeat  that  the  ciaimaof  Gomsor  Tm- 
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ktDs  were  not  predicated  upon  any  laws  of  the 
Uoiled  States,  existing  at  the  time  of  his  disburse- 
ments, or  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
February,  1823,  otherwise  that  act  woaid  hare 
been  useless. 

Sir,  the  accounts  of  this  officer,  onder  the  law 
Qst  mentioned,  were  adjusted  at  the  Treasury, 
ind  a  balance  reported  in  favorof  Governor  Tomp- 
dns  of  935,190,  which  was  communicated  by  the 
President,  in  a  Message  to  the  Honse,  on  the  7th 
3eceaiber  last,  in  which  you  are  told,  that,  having 
he  report  and  the  claim 'for  additional  allowance 
inder  consideration,  the  President  is  of  opinion 
bat  a  large  sum  ought  to  be  allowed  to  Governor 
TompkiDs,  which  would  have  been  before  decided 
»,  had  be  not  delayed  the  decision,  at  h»  request, 
.  know  not  what  induced  the  request  for  delay ; 
or  it  does  not  appear  that  any  vouchers  were 
vaotiog,  nor  is  any  reason  whatever  given  for  it. 
\d  appropriation  was  recommended  for  the  bal- 
iDce  reported,  and  we  unhesitatingly  made  ir.  This 
Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
ind  Means— one  of  the  ablest  in  the  Hoos&*-4tnd, 
t  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  although  the  Pre«i- 
lent  only  reported  in  part,  and  did  not  surrender 
ibe  power  given  him  to  decide  on  the  residue  of 
the  claims,  the  allowance  of  which  had  been  de- 
ayed,  in  consequence  of  Governor  Tompkins*s  re- 
luest,  or  even  doubt  their  eztent>-yet  that  com- 
nitiec  reported  that  the  powers  vested  in  the  Pre- 
udent,  ander  the  act,  were  amply  sufficient  to  a 
lecisioQ  of  the  claim,  and  recommended  its  refer- 
fnce  back  to  the  President,  to  be  settled,  upon 
:oe  fottr  following  principles : 

First,  That  interest  should  be  allowed  to  him 
;n  ail  moneys  advanced  by  him,  for  the  public, 
rom  the  time  of  the  advance  to  that  of  his  beiaff 
eimborsed.  ^ 

8«cood,  That  a  reasonable  commission  should 
[eaiiowed  him  in  on  all  moneys  disbursed  by  him 
iono^  the  late  war. 

Third,  That  an  indemnity  should  be  allowed 
m  for  all  tosses  which  he  had  sustained  by  the 
wlure  of  the  Gbrernment  to  fulfil  its  engagements 
0  send  him  nooney,  or  Treasury  notes,  within  the 
»me  specified,  to  be  deposited  in  certain  banks,  as 
wlaieral  security  for  loans  procured  by  him  at 
be  reqaesi,  and  on  account  of,  the  Government. 

Kourih,  That  he  should  not  be  held  responsible 
w  lones  incurred  by  the  frauds  and  failures 
J  M^agents,  to  whom  moneys  were  advanced 
^^roofh  his  hands. 

This  report  was  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
wihoot  opposition,  and  is,  to  my  mind,  a  singu- 
w  interference  with  the  Executive  in  the  pcr- 
wmance  of  a  power  limited  in  ite  terms  only  by 
»»  discretion.  Bur,  sir,  the  report  speaks  the 
'Pinion  this  able  committee  then  entertained  of 
w  principles  by  which  the  Bzecotive  and  our- 
eives  should  be  governed  in  settling  the  accounts 
|t  Governor  Tompkins,  and  furnishes  me  evi- 
"WW,  which  the  committee  will  certainly  deem 
«d«*ble,  that  the  allowance  of  interest  on  the 
ommissioB^  (which  is  now  so  eagerly  pressed  by 
wm,)  wu  not  then  considered  by  them  as  em- 
wced  within  any  reeognised  pnnciple.  This 
18th  CoR.  1st  Saae.— 86 


House,  in  adopting  this  report,  made  its  assump- 
tions and  principles  its  own. 

The  President  again  had  this  account  under 
consideration,  and,  in  his  Message,  of  the  28lh  of 
April,  communicated  to  you  the  result.    He  states 
that,  under  the  first  head  of  allowance,  he  had 
allowed  Governor  Tompkins  $14,438  68,  on  the 
**  declarations  of  Mr.  Tompkins"  that  the  remit- 
tances made  to  him  after  his  advances,  and  pre- 
vious to  the  24th  of  December,  1814,  when  a  very 
lai^  sum  was  remitted  to  him,  was  applied  to 
public  purposes,  and  not  to  reimburse  Lis  ad- 
vances ;  that,  under  the  second  head,  he  allowed 
him  $92,213  13,  or  five  per  cenL  on  the  whole 
sum  disbursed  by  him,  "  an  extra  allowance,  in 
consideration  of  the  aid  which  he  affi>rded  to  the 
Government  at  that  important  epoch,  in  obtain- 
ing the  loan  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  sum 
thus  disbursed."    Under  the  third  head,  he  al- 
lowed $4,414  25,  being  the  '<  amount  of  the  loss 
sustained."    Under  the  fourth  head,  ^*  no  loss  be- 
ingshown,  noallowance  whatever  has  been  made." 
These  sums  amount  to  $111,063  06,, and  leaves, 
after  deducting  the  payments  and  sums  charged 
to  his  account,  due  to  Governor  Tompkins  a  bal- 
ance of  $60,238  46,  the  sura  the  proposition  under 
consideration  provides  to  pay.    The  President 
tells  ^on  alsio,  sir,  that,  upon  this  settlement,  a 
question  arises  as  to  interest  on  the  commission, 
and  that,  inasmuch  as  if  the  claims  had  been  set- 
tled upon  the  principles  of  the  law  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, the  commission  would  have  been  paid  him, 
that  ''consideration  operates  with  great  force  in 
favor  of  the  allowance,"  which  he  recommends 
to  Congress,  to  whom  he  considers  the  question 
exclusively  to  belong. 

I  do  not  understand  this  as  recommending  the 
payment  of  interest,  but  as  presenting  to  our  con* 
sideration  the  reasons  which  suggested  themselves 
to  him  for  an  allowance  not  emtvaced  within  any 
general  principle,  or  the  provisions  of  the  law  of 
the  last  session.  The  law  of  the  last  session  au- 
thorized the  settlement  of  these  accounts  upon 
principles  of  justice  and  equity ;  and  if  justice  and 
equity  require  of  us  to  pay  the  $55,000  interest 
upon  this  commission,  which  the  President  con- 
siders an  extra  allowance,  it  was  embraced  within 
the  express  authority  given  in  the  act.  Sir,  I 
mean  no  disrespect  to  the  Executive,  nor  would  I 
treat  his  recommendations  lightly ;  but  my  public 
duty  is  a  paramount  consideration,  and  in  my 
character  of  a  guardian  of  the  poblio  Treasury,  I 
cannot  consent  to  appropriate  the  pec^le's  money 
without  my  own  mind  is  satisfied  that  justice  re* 
quirea  iL  If  the  President  had  decided  that  the 
interest  should  be  paid,  I  should  have  felt  bound, 
because  by  law  the  matter  was  referred  to  his  de» 
etsion.  The  allowance  is  not  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  was  not  heretofore  considered  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as  proper,  but 
seems  to  be  an  after-thought  of  the  committee,  in- 
fluenced by  feelings  of  gratitude,  and  to  beiiressed 
rather  as  a  matter  of  experiment  than  conviction. 
I  feel  myself  warranted  in  saying  this,  sir,  bv  the 
course  pursued  by  the  committee.  If  the  allow- 
ance rests  upon  principles  of  justice  and  equity 
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grround  alone  ?  If  dependent  upon  these  princi 
plesj  the  whole  sum  is  due,  and  the  committee 
should  insist  upon  every  dollar  of  it ;  yet  we  are 
one  moment  urged  to  gire  $115,000,  which  is 
several  hundred  dollars  short  of  the  interest  com- 
puted upon  their  own  principles,  and  the  next 
moment  besought  to  give  9100,000,  predicated 
upon  the  unofficial  certificate  of  tlie  mw  York 
jury,  which  is  some  $14,000  less  than  the  interest 
would  swell  this  balance  to.  These  several  sums 
are  all  pressed  upon  you,  as  resting  upon  the  same 
principles  of  justice  and  equity!  Sir,  thos^e  prin- 
ciples are  unchangeable,  and  gentlemen  cannot 
ya  ry  them  to  answer  their  varying  purposes.  When 
gentlemen  seek  to  change  the  settled  rules  of  con- 
duct, they  should  at  least  endeavor  to  observe  the 
rules  of  consistency  in  the  reasons  they  offer  to 
effect  their  end. 

It  is  urged,  sir^  that  this  is  an  extraordinary 
case,  and  not  subject  to  the  common  rule.  That 
the  services  rendered  wore  of  the  highest  charac- 
ter, and  most  eminently  beneficial ;  and  the  gen- 
tleman froiii  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Hamilton) 
urges  us  to  make  a  distinction  between  the  rule 
applicable  to  the  settlement  of  a  blacksmith's  ac- 
count, and  the  rule  applicable  to  the  great  and 
benefiicial  services  of  this  distinguished  citizen  1 
I  must  be  permitted  to  look  at  this  claim,  when 
presented,  as  a  matter  of  account,  at  least ;  in  the 
same  way  I  would  look  upon  the  demand  of  the 
humblest  individual  in  community,  and  to  settle 
it  by  the  same  rule.  The  doctrine  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  is  not  founded  in  any 
principle  known  in  this  Government,  and  1,  for 
one,  sir,  will  protest,  as  long  as  1  can  raise  my 
Toice,  against  applying  one  rule  of  iustice  in  the 
adjustment  of  the  claims  of  the  rich  and  power- 
ful, and  another  more  contracted,  to  those  of  the 
poor  mechanic  or  laborer,  who  perform  your  ser- 
vice. 

■  Again,  it  is  urged  that  Governor  Tompkins  has 
claims  upon  the  gratitude  of  this  nation,  which 
should  induce  a  departure  from  the  established 
rule,  to  allow  this  interest.  If  your  grateful  feel- 
iiigs  induce  you  to  give,  and  you  will  say  in  your 
bill,  they  are  the  moving  cause  of  vour  apprehen- 
aion,  the  claim  would  be  better  than  it  now  is; 
yet  I  should  be  compelled  to  oppose  it.  The 
gratitude  of  this  nation  never  hat  6eai,and,  I  trost, 
never  will  be^  measured  by  dollars  and  cenu,  or 
satisfied  by  appropriations  of  money.  The  fine 
feeling  of  patriotism,  which  all  are  proud  to  cher- 
ish, should  not  be  deadened  by  the  admission  of 
such  a  principle.  I  do  not  intend  to  examine  the 
merits  of  the  allowances  made  by  the  President, 
but  when  gentlemen  charge  the  American  people 
with  ingratitude ;  when  they  attribute  to  the  ad- 
Tocates  of  this  proposition  motives  adverse  to  the 
principles  of  justice,  I  must  claim  your  indulgence 
a  short  time,  while  1  notice  them.  Your  public 
officers  are  paid  by  salaries,  per  diem  allowances, 
or  perquisites,  and  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to 
incur  the  responsibility  of  disbursing  large  sums 
of  money;  but  it  is  believed  this  is  the  only  in- 
stance where  it  has  been  claimed  that  a  salary 


officer,  disbursing  money  in  bis  offieial  icttioft, 


was  entitled  to  a  broker's  commissioa  opon  dis- 
bursements.   I    know  many  gentlemen  io  tke 
West,  who  served  during  the  last  war,  and  ra- 
dered  valuable  aid  to  the  Government,  wiio  woe 
called  upon  to  disboiae  large  sums  of  monef,  (sod 
one,  who  is  now  near  me,  not  only  disborMd  lar^ 
sums  of  money,  but  frequently  exerted  his  own 
credit  to  procure  funds  to  sustain  his  eommifidO 
and  yet,  I  believe,  no  one  of  them  ever  tlran^bt 
of  making  a  charge  of  commission  upon  tbeauu 
disbursed.    The  case  of  Stetson,  of  Bostoi^ea- 
ploved  in  the  supply  department,  has  beeoailoded 
to'  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  as  a 
strong  case,  and  has  but  a  few  days  ago  be»  ci- 
der your  consideration.    He  was  merely  a  dis- 
bursing officer,  and  under  no  obligation,  exeept 
that  of  the  patriot,  to  expend  a  dolkr  bejoad  tlie 
funds  in  his  hands.    His  case,  among  the  does- 
ments  on  your  table,  shows  an  expenditore  bf  bin 
of  about  $750,000,  much  of  which  he  had  ad- 
vanced of  his  own  funds,  and  pfx>eared  loans  frea 
individuals  and  banks  for  much  more.    Heaved 
you  a  larffe  amount  of  money  by  his  unremitted 
indui«try,  besides  keeping  your  Army  from  gmt 
suffering  and  distress.    The  law  under  whidi  be 
acted  allowed  him  a  commission  of  2^  per  ceot 
provided  it  did  not  exceed  ^,000  a  year.  He 
kept  an  exact  account  of  interest.    He  presnud 
his  account  to  you,  and  after  pressing  it  upon  yw 
by  every  consideration,  you  rejected  his  claim « 
interest^  and  compromise,  by  allowing  him,  and 
it  was  all  he  could  extort  from  you,  a  sam  aei 
quite  equal  to  the  $2,000  a  year,  and  far  short  oi 
2ji  per  cent,  upon  the  moneya  he  disbursed.  Wtui 
distinguishes  that  claim  from  this?    Cases  of  tbu 
kind  are  numerous.    Your  tabks  are  loaded  wjtb 
them ;  but  your  rules  as  to  them  are  inflexible. 

These  are  the  ordinary  cases  of  persons  goiog 
beyond  the  requirements  of  their  doty,  to  serve  tbe 
country,  although  the  exertions  used,  and  the  r^ 
sponsibilities  incurred,  are  of  an  extraordioarf  aod 
meritorious  kind.  If  you  begin  to  make  excep- 
tions, where  will  you  stop  1  Thiii  GoverDnesf, 
sir,  has  not  been  ungrateful  or  illiberal  to  ibis 
meritorious  officer.  On  the  contrary,  the  facts  of 
the  case  show  an  extraordinary  liberality,  it  is 
said  the  services  of  Governor  Tompkins  eoDtiDoed 
for  a  period  of  eighteen  months.  If  you  compote 
his  salary  as  Governor,  his  pay  and  emolameats 
as  Major  Greneral,  the  allowance  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  New  Yorx,  and  the  allowance  by  the  Piv- 
sident,  exclusive  of  interest,  he  will  get  aboot 
$230,000,  or  near  813.000  a  month.  Tbere  ait 
no  three  officers  of  the  Government,  iocladiof 
the  President,  that  has  been  allowed  as  moeii- 
Yet  we  are  told  the  people  are  ungrateful^  aad 
that  we  are  persecuting  this  individoal.  Tie 
President  considers  the  allowance  he  made  as  as 


u 


extra"  one.     The  committee  propose  to  go 


far- 


ther than  we  have  gone  before  in  any  cs^  ^"^ 
because  we  cannot  see  our  way  dear,  we  Kt 
charged  with  opposition  to  this  officer,  aod  oi 
lending  our  aid  to  persecute  him.  You  have  seen, 
sir.  the  imputation  is  wholly  groundless,  i  re^^ 
that  I  felt  called  upon  to  make  these  observations, 
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but  the  course  taken  in  opposition  seemed  to  re- 
quire it  Before  I  quit  the  mtbject,  allow  me  to 
add,  that  not  onlj  the  PrevideDt's  Messaffe,  but 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
themselves,  and  notorious  faets,  warrant  the  as- 
sumption that  the  loans  were  negotiated  by'  Qov- 
ernor  Tompkins,  as  the  agent  of  the  GoTemment, 
upon  the  credit  and  on  aceooDt  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and,  if  it  had  not  been  for  an  ultimate 
dependence  upon,  and  confidence  in,  the  Govero- 
ment,  no  loans  would  have  been  effected ;  what- 
ever reason  there  mBj  have  been  for  securinff  the 
ostensible  responsibility  of  Governor  Tom|H[ins, 
the  credit  must  have  been  mainly  given  to  the 
Government,  and  obtained  under  an  agreement 
betveen  the  Government  and  Governor  Tomp- 
Jrios. 

The  proposition,  sir,  is  an  important  one,  and, 
in  order  to  give  every  gentleman  an  opportunity 
to  record  his  vote  on  the  question,  I  call  for  the 
ayes  and  noes. 

When  Mr.  Whioht  had  concluded — 

The  question  was  taken  bv  yeas  and  nays,  and 
stood — ^yeas  83,  nays  80,  as  iollows : 

YxAi — Messrs.  Alexander  of  Tennessee,  Allen  of 
Massachusetts,  Baylies,  Bsrtlett,  Hartley,  Beecher, 
Blair,  Buck,  Bockner,  Burleigh,  Cady,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Culpeper,  Cushman, 
Dwight,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ellis,  Forward, 
Hanit,  Harvey,  Henry,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Hous- 
ton, Ingham,  Isacks,  Jennhigs,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
J>  T.  Johnson,  Kremer,  Leftwich,  Letcher,  Lincolu, 
Little,  Locke,  Long,  Longfellow,  McArthur,  McCoy, 
McLean  of  Ohio,  Mallary,  Marti ndale,  Matlack,  Mat- 
ion,  Mereer,  Milchclt  of  Pennsylvania,  Neale,  Nel- 
mi,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
Phimer  of  New  Hampshire,  Plomer  of  Pennsylvania, 
E^rince,  Bankin,  Reynolds,  Rich,  Ross,  Sandfofd,  Sib- 
ey,  Sloane,  Arthnr  fimith,  Standcfer,  Sterling,  Swan, 
Test,  Tod,  TomlinsQQ,  Vance  of  North  Carotina,  Vin- 
on,  Warfield,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  Wicklifie,  Wil- 
isma  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  CaroUna,  James 
i?7Uion,  Woods,  and  Wright. 

Nats^Mossts.  Abbot,  Aleiander  of  Virginia,  AN 
m  of  Tennessee,  Archsr,  P.  P.  Barbour,  J.  8.  Bar- 
war,  Breck,  Brent,  Brown,  Barton,  Cambreleng, 
>aa)pbell  of  Sonth  CaroUna,  Carter,  Cary,  Cassedy, 
3obb,  Collins,  Conner,  Crowninahield,  Cuthbert,  Day, 
3wineU,  Eaton,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Floyd, 
Poot  of  Connecticut,  Foote  of  New  York,  Frost,  Gar- 
rison, Gatlin,  Gist,  Govan,  Gnrley,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Eierkimer,  Hogeboom,  Holcombe,  Kent,  Kidder,  Law- 
"eoee,  Litchfield,  Livermore,  Livingston,  McDufl9e, 
tfcKim,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mangum,  Markiey, 
ftrvin,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
*fewton,  Owen,  Poinsett,  Richards,  Rose,  Saunders, 
Icott,  Sharps,  Alezandcr  Smyth,  Speight,  A.  Steven- 
on,  J.  Stephenson,  Stoddart,  Taliaferro,  Tattnall, 
^ayler.  Ten  Eyek,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Tucker  of 
k>nth  Cavolina,  Tyson,  Udree,  Vance  of  Ohio,  Van 
Vyck,  Wayne,  Whipple,  Williams  of  New  York, 
tenry  Wilson,  and  Woods. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  which 
ppropriates  $60^39  24,  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  tnen  reported,  and  ordered  to  be 
D grossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Uoase  then  adjourned. 


•  SaTURDAT,  May  22. 

Mr.  NawTOif,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce^ who  were  instracted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  that  no  license  shall  be 
mnted  to  any  boat  or  vessel  hereafter  built  or 
fitted  up,  and  moved  or  propelled  by  fire  or  steam, 
upon  the  principle  of  construction  commonly 
called  "  high  pressure,"  made  a  report,  accompa- 
nied by  a  bill  for  the  regulating  of  steamboats, 
and  for  the  security  of  passengers  therein ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  anv  law  exists 
in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  3d  of  July,  1815,  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain ;  and,  also,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  countervailing,  by  law, 
any  duties  or  port  charges  on  American  com- 
merce and  tonnage,  which  Great  Britain  may 
lay  thereon,  in  her  colonies  or  elsewhere,  made  a 
report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Wajrs  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making 
appropriations  to  carry  into  effect  certain  treaties ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the 
bili  making  further  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824. 
(Indian  expenses.) 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afiairs,  to  which  the  subject  was  referred, 
made  a  report  relative  to  a  purchase  of  additional 
ground  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Washington,  to  be 
added  to  the  site  of  said  fort ;  which  report  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Herrick,  the  House  took  up 
the  bill  *^  to  erect  Bowdoinham,  in  Maine ;  Troy, 
in  New  York ;  and  Fairport,  in  Ohio,  into  ports 
of  delivery. 

Mr.  Strong  moved  to  insert  the  city  of  Hud- 
son ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  then 
reported  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  '^  to 
improve  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi rivers,"  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  bill  'Uo  establish  an  additional  land  office 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,"  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  this  dav,  which  it  subsequently  received, 
was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  House  went 
again  into  Committee  of  tbe  Whole^  on  the.  bill 
"making  appropriations  for  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1824,''  (Indian 
department;)  and  the  question  recurring  on  an 
additional  item  for  compensating  the  commis- 
sioners to  ascertain  a  suitable  site  for  a  national 
armory  on  the  Western  waters,  Mr.  Williams, 
of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  a  proviso  limiting  the  completion  of  the 
survey  to  one  year  from  the  present  time*  This 
amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Clat.  Mr. 
McLane  made  some  statements  of  the  facts  of 
this  survey;  and  Mr.  Williams  replied  to  Mr. 
Clat  ia  explanation,  and  withdrew  his  motion. 
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The  bill  was  then  further  amended  by  a  pro- 1 
Tiso  to  extiDguish  the  title  of  the  Creek  Indians 
to  lands  within  the  limits  of  Georgia. 

The  same  Committee  then  took  op  the  bill 
"  making  appropriation  to  carry  into  effect  cer- 
tain Indian  treaties,"  and  also  the  bill  "  making 
appropriation  for  the  Library  of  Congress: "  which 
having  been  amended,  the  three  above  bills  were 
reported  to  the  Hoose,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  the  Honse  took  up 
the  bill  "  to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of 
the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  and  those  claim- 
ing under  him,  to  institute  a  suit  against  the 
United  States  to  trv  the  validity  of  their  titles ;" 
which  was  amenaed,  by  extending  the  time  al- 
lowed for  this  suit,  and  adding  a  proviso  saving 
bona  fide  claims  which  have  ^n  confirmed. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Inobam,  the  House  went  in- 
to Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  "-  author- 
izing the  employment  of  additional  clerks,  mes- 
senffers,  assistants,  and  other  persons,  in  the  sev- 
eral departments  of  the  Government." 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  provides  a  dcrk  for  the  Surgeon  Gren- 
eral,  and  supported  the  motion  by  a  speech,  and 
the  reading  of  the  rules  of  the  Medical  depart- 
ment. ^  The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Imobam, 
and  rejected  by  a  large  majority.  Several  amend- 
ments were  made,  providing  for  extra  derk 
hire,  dbc. 

The  same  Committee  also  took  up  the  bill  rela- 
tive to  the  Patent  Office,  and  to  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  thereof. 

On  this  bill  considerable  discussion  took  place 
between  Messrs.  Ingham,  McLane,  Livermore, 
Robs,  and  Warpielo;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Livermore,  the  enacting  clause  was  stricken  out. 
The  Committee  then  rose,  the  amendments  were 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  former  bill 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  this  day. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  RepreaentaUveso/the  UnitedStaUe: 

I  transmii  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report 
of  tb«  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  compliaDoe  with  their 
resolution  of  the  14th  of  April  last,  respecting  Prise 
Agents,  which  report  contains  the  informatioii  re* 
quested. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAsaiHeTOM,  May  23,  1624. 

The  above  communication  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Sbarpb  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  to  allow  a  salary  to  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  entry  for  the  district  of 
Pensacola,  and  to  abolish  the  office  of  surveyor ; 
which  was  amended  by  allowing  a  salary  to  the 
collector  of  Nantucket ;  and  being  reported  to  the 
House,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-day. 

The  bills  "  granting  land  to  the  parishes  of 
Point  Coupee  and  of  West  Baton  Rouge  on  eer- 


» 


tain  conditions,"  (viz :  making  a  levee,)  were  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readiag. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  maki&£ 
further  appropriations  for  the  military  service « 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1824,"  wu  ntd 
the  third  time,  and  passed.  The  title  wisaoMod- 
eU  by  adding  "  and  for  other  purposes." 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizio| 
an  appropriation  for  the  use  of  the  LibrtrytJ 
Congress,"  was  tend  the  third  time,  and  pawd. 
The  title  was  amended  by  addinj^  thereto  these 
words:  "and  for  furnishing  rooms  in  the  Capitol? 
A  metissaffe  from  the   Senate  informed  iIk 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  this 
House,  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Geom 
Fisher,  with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  tbe 
concurrence  of  this  House*    The  Senate  hare 
also  passed  bills,  and  a  resolution,  of  the  folio viog 
titles,  viz :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Forrest; 
An  act  in  further  addition  to  "An  net  to  establish 
an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,"  and  to  repeil 
the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject;  At 
act  to  amend  an  act,  supplemental  to  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  ninth  tr- 
ticle  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the  United 
States  and  Spam,  the  2dd  of  February,  1819/ 
approved  the  3d  of  March,  1823 ;  An  act  to  ex- 
tinguish the  Indian  claims  to  lands  within  the 
State  of  Missouri ;   Resolution   authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  a  copy  of  Tanoer^s 
American  Atlas  to  each  of  the  Ministers  Pleoipo- 
tentiary  and  Charge  des  Affaires  of  the  United 
States  at  foreign  Qoveroments ;  in  which  the 
Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
Engrossed  bills  of  tbe  following  titles,  viz : 
An  act  to  authorize  the  legml  representatires  of 
the  Marquis  de  Maison  Rouge,  and  those  claia- 
ine  under  him,  to  institute  a  suit  against  theUoi- 
tea  States,  and  for  other  purposes; 

An  act  making  appropriations  to  carry  into 
effect  certain  Indian  treaties; 

An  act  concerning  pre-emption  rights  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas ; 

An  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  inhibit- 
ants  of  Pomt  Coupee,  on  certain  conditions; 

An  act  reserving  to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Id^ 
ans  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  lien  of  a  reserntioa 
made  to  them  by  treaty ; 

An  act  to  allow  a  salary  to  the  collectors  of  the 
Districts  of  Nantucket  and  Pensacola,  and  to 
abolish  the  office  of  Surveyor  of  the  Disoictof 
Pensacola :  were  severally  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair,"  wis  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended. 

The  bUl  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Aq  act  lo 
enable  the  President  to  hold  treaties  with  eerttia 
Indian  tribes,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amendH. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  (he 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Geo^ 
Fisner,"  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Comvaffte 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  foUowiig  ^ 
ties,  viz : 
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1st.  An  ict  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Forrest ; 

2(1.  An  act  in  farther  addition  to  an  act  to 
establish  an  oniform  svstein  of  naturalization, 
Md  to  repeal  the  acts  Heretofore  passed  on  that 
subject ; 

3d.  An  act  to  amend  an  act,  supplemental  to 
to  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  cany  into  effect  the 
ninth  article  of  a  treaty  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  the  22d  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1819,"  approved  the  third  of  March,  1883 ; 

4rh.  An  act  to  extinj^uish  Indian  claims  to 
lands  in  the  State  of  Missouri ;  were,  severally, 
read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  referred,  the 
1st,  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce ;  the  2d,  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Jpdiciary;  the  3d,  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs;  the  4th,  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  joint  resolution,  from  the  Senate,  ''au- 
thoriziog  the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  a  copy 
Df  Tanner's  American  Atlas  to  each  of  the  Min- 
isters Plenipotentiary  and  Charges  des  Affaires  of 
the  United  States  at  foreign  Governments,"  was 
ead  twice,  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

The  engrossed  bill  *^  making  appropriation  for 
lettling  the  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late 
aovemor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the 
United  States,"  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Sloanb  said  a  few  words  in  opposition  to 
ts  passage,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  stood — ^yeas  114,  nays 
6,  as  follows : 

TxAs—MeMTs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Tennessee,  Archer, 
'.  P.  Bsrboor,  Bsrtlstt,  Bartlej,  BrMk,  Brown,  Csin- 
nleng,  Gary,  Cobb,  Collins,  Condict,  Conner,  Cook, 
Iraili,  Crownioshiold,  Calpoper,  Cuthbert,  Day,  Dtt'r« 
«,  Dwinell,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  PennsylvsDia,  Ed- 
ardf  of  North  CaioUos,  Foot  of  Coonectieat,  Footo 
r  New  York,  Frost,  Garrison,  Oatlio,  Gist,  Gorley, 
[arris,  Harvoj,  Hemphill,  Henry,  Herriek,  Herkimer, 
obart,  Hogeboom,  Hooks,  Houston,  Jenkins,  J.  T. 
>bnaoD,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kramer,  Lawrence,  Litchfield, 
itiie.  Long,  McCoy,  McDufiie,  McKim,  McLane  of 
elaware,  MallaiT,  Matlack,  Matson,  Miller,  Mitchell 
f  PennsyWftnia,  Mitchell  of  Maryland,  Moore  of  Ken- 
icky,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neale,  Newton, 
tueraon  of  PennsyWania,  Plamer  of  New  Uampahire, 
looer  of  Penney Ivania,  Prinee,  Reed,  Reynolds, 
ichards,  Rieh,  Saunders,  Sandford,  Scott,  Sharpe, 
ibley,  Alexander  Smyth,  William  Smith,  Speight, 
iaodefer,  'Sterling,  J.  Stepheneon,  Stoddard,  Talia- 
rro,  Tattnall,  Taylor,  Teat,  Thompeon  of  Georgia, 
bompeon  of  Kentucky,  Tod,  Trimble,  Toeker  of 
»alh  Carolina,  Udree,  Vance  of  North  Carolina, 
inee  of  OfauU*,  Van  Wyck,  Vinton,  Warfield,  Wayne, 
hippie,  Whittlesey,  White,  WUUama  of  New  York, 
illiama  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
mes  Wilson.  Benrj  Wilaoo,  Wilson  of  South  Caro- 
a,  WUeon  of  Ohio,  Wood,  and  Wright 

NATa — Meson.  Bay  Ilea,  Beecher,  Backner,  Cocke, 
•rward,  Gmmett^  Isacks,  LeAwieh,  McArthur,  Me- 
an of  Ohio,  Martindale,  Metcalfe,  Patterson  of  Ohio, 
w,  Sloane,  and  Arthur  Smith. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 
3d  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  May  24. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH.  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  '*An  act  to  amend  an  act  supple- 
mental to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  carry  mto 
effect  the  ninth  article  of  a  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain  the  22d  day 
of  Pebrvary,  1819,'  approved  the  3d  of  March, 
1823^"  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  It  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  certain 
turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  for  the  relief  of  George  Fisher,"  and  the  said 
amendments  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Wavs  and  Means. 

Mr.  PLI7MER,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes, 
when  committed  in  any  navy  yard,  fort,  arsenal, 
magazine,  dock-yard,  lighthouse,  or  otner  place 
belonging  to  the  United  States,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  18th  instant,  communicating  a  report  of 
Alexander  Hamilton,  respecting  land  claims  in 
Florida,  and  the  same  was  again  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  the 
Doorkeeper  was  authorized  to  continue  one  of 
the  messengers  in  his  service  during  the  recess  of 
Conj^ress.  to  be  employed  in  cleaning  and  pre- 
serving the  fbmitore,  and  in  cleaning  and  airing 
the  House. 

Mr.  Cambrelbng  laid  the  following  resolution, 
on  the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  be 
directed  to  aaeertain  and  report  to  Congraas,  at  its 
next  saaaion,  the  rate  of  intereat  at  which  the  Bank  of 
the  United  8telea  will  oentinne  the  United  Statea' 
loan  of  aoTsn  milliona. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gdrley,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Inobam  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  sev- 
eral acts  providing  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting 
the  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  St.  Helena 
and  Jackson  Courthouse  districts ;  which  was 
amended  ;  and,  having  been  reported,  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  resolution  offered  a  few  days  since,  by  Mr. 
TniMBLB,  in  relation  to  importations  by  natives 
and  aliens,  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of  Heze- 
kiah  Langley  and  Benjamin  M.  Belt,"  was  read  a 
third  time.    Mr.  Cookb  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
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the  table.  The  motion  did  not  cany.  Its  passage 
was  then  advocated  by  Messrs.  Wiluamb,  of 
North  Carolina,  Kent,  Whittlbsbt,  Sba&pb, 
Njeale,  a.  Smtth,  and  WARnBLo,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Cookb,  Whipple,  and  McCot  ;  when 
it  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  tiz  : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  exchange  a  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of 
four  and  a  half  per  cent.,  for  certain  stocks  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  six  per  cent ; 

An  act  establishing  Bowdoinbam,  in  the  State 
of  Maine,  Troy  and  Hudson  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  Fairport,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  ports 
of  delivery ; 

An  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  parish  of 
West  Baton  Rou^,  on  certain  conditions  ; 

An  act  authorizing  the  employment  of  addi- 
tional clerks,  and  certain  messengers  and  assist- 
ants, and  other  persons,  in  the  several  Depart- 
ments ;  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  '*An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  amend  an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Territorial  government  in  Florida,'  and  for  other 
purposes,"  with  an  amendment;  in  wikich  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate 
have  also  passed  bills  of  the  foUawiag  titles,  viz : 
An  act  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  and 
Richard  Harris;  An  act  to  complete  the  survey 
of  the  southern  and  western  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Missouri ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
lepresentative  of  Thomas  Robinson,  deceased ;  and 
An  act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  '*An  act  to 
provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  to 
the  United  States  by  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands,"  approved  on  the  18th  day  of  May,  1824 ; 
in  which  bills  the  Senate  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Stbvbnson,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  White  and  William  Da- 
vidson ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livimgston,  the  bill  regula- 
ting the  mode  of  practice  in  the  Circuit  Court  for 
the  District  of  Louisiana-— were  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lbb,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  (Mr.  Sterlino  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  ''  for  the  relief  of  certain  dis- 
tillers m  the  United  States."  The  bill  was  slight- 
ly amended,  and,  having  been  reported,  was  or- 
dered to  a  tnird  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  took  up 
the  bill  "  to  abolish  the  office  of  measurer." 

This  bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Woon, 
Sbarpe,  and  Cambrblbno,  and  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Newton  and  Tomunbon. 

An  amendment  was  offered  by  Mr.  Wbbbtbb, 
excepting  from  the  operation  of  the  bill  the  port 
of  Boston,  which  was  successively  modified  by 
addinff  to  the  exception  the  ports  of  New  York. 
Philadelphia,  Salem,  Charktton,  dbc. 


Mr.  Cambreleng  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table ;  which  motion  prevatled^-^yes  61,  noes  50. 

Engrossed  bills,  of  the  following  titles,  viz: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  distiUen  in  the 
United  States; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  White  and 
William  Davidson ;  were,  sererally,  read  a  third 
tim^  and  passed. 

Tne  bill  ''to  regulate  the  practice  of  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  district  of  Loo- 
isiana,"  being  read  a  third  time,  Bfr.  Cobb  ex- 
pressed a  wish  for  further  iii formation  before  he 
was  called  upon  to  vote  on  its  passage.  Messis. 
Livingston,  Brent,  and  Webster,  went  iatoaa 
exposition  of  the  principles  of  the  bill,  aDd  ex- 
plained the  circumstances  of  that  part  of  theUoi- 
ted  States,  in  respect  to  the  legal  practice  which 
had  prevailed  there,  and  the  oppressive  operatioa 
which  an  introduction  of  the  practice  under  the 
common  law  would  have,  an  evil  to  be  strongly 
deprecated. 

Mr.  Ross  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  as  in- 
troducing the  principles  of  the  civil  law,  and  lead- 
ing to  a  fruitful  harvest  of  litigation,  especially 
among  those  settlers  in  Louisiana  who  had  bea 
educated  in  other  States. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senile. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  concerning  wrecks  on  the 
coast  of  Florida,  were  -dischanr^  from  the  eon* 
sideration  thereof.  The  said  bill  was  then  amend- 
ed, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  riz: 

1st.  An  act  to  Ifix  the  western  boundary  line  of 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purposes; 

2d.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nimrod  Farrow  sad 
Richard  Harris; 

3d.  An  act  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  south- 
ern and  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri; 

4th.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  refffeseni- 
atives  of  Thomas  Robinson,  deceased; 

5th.  An  act  explanatorjr  of  an  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  TO  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt 
due  to  the  United  States  by  the  purchasers  of  the 
public  lands,''  approved  on  the  18th  of  Mar,  18^4; 
were,  severally,  read  the  first  and  second  times, 
and  referred:  the 

1st,  to  a  select  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Conway,  Brbnt,  Lbtcbcr,  Scott,  and  Hoes- 
ton;  the 

2d,  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  A&irs;  the 

3d,  to  the  Committee  on  thePublic  Lands;  ib^ 

4th,  to  the  Conimiitee  on  the  Judiciary;  the 

5th,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  La&«k 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ^As 
act  to  amend  an  act  for  the  establishment  of  a  te^ 
ritorial  government  in  Florida,  and  for  other  per- 
poses,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Hoose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLanb,  the  btll  reserrisc 
to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians  a  ceruin  titci  of 
land  in  lieu  of  a  reservation  made  to  tbea  hf 
treaty,  was  considered,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 
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Od  motioD  of  Mr.  Conwat,  the  bill  ''coacera- 
iog  pre-emption  rights  in  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
saii,"  was  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Brent  in  the 
Chair,)  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  mMng  ap- 
propriation to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  hold  treaties  with  certain  Indian  tribes; 
and,  being  reported  without  amendment,  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  readinff. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  House  went 
iato  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Burton  in 
tiie  Chair,)  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '^  for  the 
relief  of  Heiekiah  Langley  aod  Benjamin  M.  Belt,'' 
aad  ^for  the  relief  of  Alexander  McNair,  of  Mis* 
souri." 

The  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  were 
read,  when  the  bills  were  reported,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

FREXCH  8P0LUTI0N8. 

Mr.  F0R8TTB,  from  the  Committee  on  Forefgn 
Relations,  to  which  hare  been*  referred  during 
the  present  session  sundry  petitions  and  memori- 
ab  from  insurance  companies,  and  from  mer- 
efaaots,  and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
upon  the  subject  of  spoliations  committed  on  their 
commerce,  on  the  high  seas  as  well  as  in  certain 
port?,  UDder  the  orders  or  decrees  of  the  Qo v em- 
inent of  France^  subsequent  to  the  year  1806,  made 
a  report  thereon,  which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

Tht  Comniittaa  of  Foreign  Relations  on  the  several 
patitioDt  oi  Archibald  Grade,  Esra  Davi«y  Matthew, 
Thomag  8.,  and  Lenaos  Clarltoon,  .William  Gray,  and 
othen.  of  the  Marefaants'  and  losarance  Companies 
of  Philadelphia,  of  the  merchants  and  underwriters  of 
BaHinore,  seferrtd  to  them  by  the  House,  report: 
That  ths  patiiiofMrs  ask  the  intervention  of  Congress 
iot  the  raeovery  of  their  jest  otaims  against  Franee, 
for  tpoliations  comioitled,  and  pfopei ty  seised  or  d** 
■treyed,  ander  difierent  pretexts,  sinee  the  year  1806. 
Thflie  daiBM  are  alhided  to  by  the  President,  in  his 
Meaage,  at  the  openingof  the  present  sespion  of  Con- 
pets,  aa  reatiag  upon  the  same  principle  with  other 
daiiua  which  have  been  admitted  by  the  French  Gov- 
emmant,  and  are  the  subject  of  the  conespondenee  of 
tha  Miairter  of  the  United  States  with  the  French 
QoTerameat,  eonmanieated  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
Mtttetivea  on  the  6th  of  Febmtry  last.  To  this  oop- 
nspoadenee  the  attention  of  the  House  is  invited,  for 
a  foil  aod  fair  understanding  of  the  claims  of  the  pree- 
sot  patitioners,  and  of  the  other  eitiiens  of  the  United 
States,  having  similar  demands  against  France,  bat 
who  have  not  joined  in  this  applicatieo  for  redress* 

The  committee  have  seen,  with  aorpriae,  that,  al- 
thoagh  the  attention  of  the  present  Government  of 
Fraooe  wae  especially  invited  to  this  subject  in  l%it, 
tad  haa  been  repeatedly  fscalled  to  it,  aince  that  time, 
that  Prance  has  not  yat  thought  proper  to  enter  upon 
the  diicosaioQ  of  it.  No  other  answers  have  yet  been 
given  to  variona  official  communieatioas  of  the  Hin- 
btcr  of  the  UniUd  States,  than  those  required  by  the 
nere  obltgattona  of  international  eourtosy. 

The  committee  are  of  optoion  that  measures  ought 
to  be  taken  to  impress  upon  France  the  neceaaity  of 
la  early  and  definite  adjustment  of  this  subject ;  and 
Ihej  would  offer  such  measares  to  the  consideration 


of  the  Houses  if  the  hope  was  not  entertained  that  the- 
Government  of  France  would  be  found,  during  the 
ensuing  Summer,  prepared  to  inveetigate  it* 

The  committee  are  confident  that  a  fair  examine* 
tion,  entered  into  with  a  disposition  to  do  AiU  juetiee,' 
will  be  followed  by  an  arrangement  satisfactory  to  alls 
parties. 

The  dsims  of  our  ettiaens  may  be  divided  into  four 
classes. 

1.  For  property  sequestered. 

2.  For  property  condemned,  regularly,  under  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

8.  For  propertv  irregularly  condemned  under  the 
same  decrees,  including  that  condemned  by  imperial 
mandate,  without  the  intervention  of  any  judicial  tri- 
bunal. 

4.  For  properW  burnt  or  destroyed  at  sea ;  a  portioU 
of  it  after  the  decrees  authorizing  such  destruction 
had  been  repealed. 

The  first  cisss  includes,  in  addition  to  other  prop- 
erty not  acted  upon  by  the  judicial  tribunals,  the  seiz- 
ures at  Antwerp  in  1807,  at  St.  Sebastian  in  1809-10, 
in  Holland  in  1810,  under  a  secret  article  of  the  treaty 
incorporating  Holland  with  France.  The  right  of  the 
claimants  to  sn  immediate  and  full  indemnity  for  aH 
property  sequestered  and  never  condemned,  cannot  be 
plausibly  contested.  It  was  put  under  sequestration 
by  sn  imperial  decrae,  on  suspicion  that  it  was  Eng- 
lish property,  merely  to  give  time  to  ascertain  whether 
it  was  Bngliah  or  not  That  it  was  not  English,  is 
now  well  known  to  the  Government  of  Prance.  •  Had 
it  been  £«ngUsh,  it  must  have  been  given  up  or  paid 
for,  under  the  fburth  article  of  the  additional  articles 
of  the  treaty  of  the  SOth  Msy,  181 4,  between  that 
Power  and  Great  Britain.  By  that  article,  the  par- 
ties stipulste  to  release  all  property  put  under  seques- 
tration since  1792.  If  the  property  of  our  citizens 
seized  at  Antwerp,  St.  Sebastian,  and  in  Hollsad,  had 
been  what  it  was,  wtthoot  the  ahsdow  of  raason,  al- 
leged to  be,  payment  would  be  due  for  it  to  English 
ownera.  A  singular  spectacle  will  be  exhibited,  if 
payment  ia  denied  when  the  motive  for  the  seizura  is 
shown  to  have  been  fslse,  or  ahould  sny  doctrine  of 
France  phice  the  property  of  a  neutral  in  a  worse  sit- 
uation than  if  it  hsd  belonged,  as  was  suspected,  to  an 
enemy.  Such  doctrine  cannot  be  advanced  by  France, 
unless  she  intends  to  instruct  other  Powera,  that,  in 
all  future  wars  in  which  she  may  be  engaged  wiUi  a 
formidable  rival,  ft  will  be  mora  prudent  to  be  her  en- 
emy than  her  friend.  Nor  can  the  committee  antici- 
pate any  grounds  upon  which  a  decision  unfavorable 
to  the  other  claims  embraced  in  the  other  three  enu- 
merated classes,  can  be  justly  made,  resting  as  they 
obviously  do  upon  the  immutable  bases  of  justice  and 
national  law. 

A  due  regard  to  those  ralatlons  of  amity  that  have 
ever  united  this  Government  with  France,  to  the  stip- 
ulations of  her  treaty  with  ua,  to  her  character  for  lib- 
eral justice  to  foreign  claimants,  will  doubtless  induce 
the  Government  of  that  country  to  adjust  those  claims 
whenever  they  are  fairly  considered. 

Under  .the  hope  and  expectation  that  attention  will 
be  given  to  this  interesting  subject  by  France,  prior  to 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  committee,  without 
asking  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  several  petitions  referred  to  them,'  racommend 
to  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

M€9ohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  House,  at  the  next  sea- 
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•ion,  as  aariy  as  the  pnUie  interoit  will  permit,  the 
correi pondcDce  which  may  be  held  with  the  Govern- 
ment  of  France,  prior  to  that  time,  on  the  aubject  of 
ifijuriee  anatained  by  citisens  of  the  United  States 
aince  the  year  1806. 

TRADE  WITH  MEXICAN  PROTINCEa 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  viz : 

PIRBT. 

To  the  Hotue  ofRepreBentatives  of  the  Vnited  States,- 

In  compliance  with  a  resotation  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  13th  instant,  requesting  the 
President  to  communicate  any  information  he  may 
possess,  in  relstion  to  the  intercourse  and  trade  now 
carried  on  between  the  people  of  the  United  States 
(and,  particularly,  the  people  of  the  State  of  Missouri) 
and  the  Mexican  provinces ;  how  and  by  what  route 
that  trade  or  intercourse  is  carried  on ;  in  what  it  con- 
sists, the  distancea,&c.;  the  nations  of  Indiana  through 
which  it  passes;  their  dispositions,  whether  pacific  or 
otherwise ;  the  advantages  resulting,  or  likely  to  re- 
sult from  that  trade  or  intercourse ;  I  herewith  trans- 
mit a  communication  from  the  Department  of  State, 
which  contains  all  the  information  which  has  yet  been 
collected  in  relation  to  thoae  subjects. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mat  24, 1824. 

The  said  Message  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the 
table.    The  eommunication  is  as  follows : 

WASRzireTOir  Citt,  April  Vl^  1824. 

8ib:  Permit  me,  through  yon,  to  communicate  to 
his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
following  ideas;  from  which,  if  circumstances  would 
allow  of  their  going  into  operation,  much  good  might, 
perhaps,  reault  to  the  young  and  enterprising  of  the 
West,  as  well  aa  to  the  nation  generally.  I  mean  the 
interposition  of  the  General  Government  for  the  pro- 
tection of  an  intercourse  between  the  citiaena  of  the 
United  States  and  the  inhabitanta  of  the  northern  and 
eaatern  parts  of  Mexico.  This  intercourse  has  been, 
on  a  small  acale,  attempted  by  a  few  brave  and  enter- 
prising men  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  but  with  much 
ride  of  lives  and  property.  The  latter,  they  have  fre- 
quently been  robbed  of  by  the  Indiana.  These  evils 
can  only  be  prevented  by  means  of  a  negotiation,  to 
be  opened  by  the  General  Government,  with  the  In- 
dians, through  which  the  route  would  pass*  from  a 
favorable  point  on  the  Missouri  river  to  Santa  Fe. 
The  Indians  should  be  made  responsible  for  deprsda- 
tiona  committed  on  citizens  of  the  United  States,  aa 
on  citizena  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  visiting  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  benefits  which  would  result  from  a  safe  i&ter- 
course  between  the  United  States  and  those  parts  of 
Mexico,  it  might  be  considered  presumption  in  me  to 
comment  on.  Its  many  important  advantages  will 
be  obvious  to  the  judgment  of  those  much  more  cspa- 
ble  of  doing  justice  to  the  subject  than  myaelf.  I  wOl 
therefore  submit  it  with  the  following  few  remarks: 

Ist  A  safe  intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  this 
Government  and  the  northern  and  eastern  parts  of  the 
Mexicsn  dominions,  will  awaken  the  inhabitants  of 
the  latter  to  the  blessings  of  a  republican  system  of 
Government;  blessings  which  the  American  people 
wish  all  nations  to  enjoy,  and  the  value  of  which  will 
be  more  deeply  impressed  oh  the  minds  of  strangers 
by  an  experimental  knowledge  of  our  enjoymenta. 


2dly.  Many  advantages  will  flow  from  the eofflmera 
to  which  the  eatablishment  of  a  safe  interconne  »3I 
naturally  lead ;  and  many  of  the  prodQctioiu  tod 
manufactures  of  our  country  will  be  exchanged  for 
silver,  moles,  horses,  and  other  articles,  in  deiBtod 
with  us. 

3dly.  The  establishment  and  protection  of  sde  in- 
tercourse would  not  only  essentially  beoeSt  the  peo- 
ple of  the  two  Governments,  but  would  be  aUeoded 
with  a  beneficial  result  aa  it  relates  to  the  Indian  oi- 
tions,  through  which  the  communication  woaid  psa, 
and  those  bordering  on  them.  Some  of  these  netiooi 
yet  know  little  of  the  American  character.  The  aoit 
e£kctual  mode  of  maintaining  friendship  with  tlie  la- 
diana,  ia  to  impress  them  with  a  deep  sense  of  jov 
auperiority.  This,  when  judidooaly  attended  to,  daa 
not  require  a  great  expense ;  and  the  saving  of  aock 
blood  will  onquettionably  result  frooi  a  timely  inter- 
poaition  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

4thly.  A  portion  of  the  Western  people  hsve  beei 
in  the  habit  of  hunting  and  trapping  for  a  lifing; 
ahonld  the  privilege  be  denied  them  of  following  tlieir 
purattils  in  the  Indian  country,  they  will  seek  other 
employmenta.  All  cannot  be  engaged  in  the  Indiu 
trade,  and  some  will  extend  their  enterprises  into  tb 
Mexican  dominions.  These,  if  not  prole^ed  bj  Gdf- 
ernment,  they  will  hazard  at  their  own  risk ;  dilEcal- 
ties  with  the  Indians  will  inevitably  follow ;  sad  i 
tfain  of  miachievous  conseqoencea  can  alone  be  in- 
vented by  laying  of  the  foundation,  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Government,  of  a  proper  understanding  witl 
them. 

fitbly.  The  city  of  Mexico  is  aituated  at  so  gmti 
distance  from  the  northerti  and  eaatern  hmits  of  tbc 
Republic,  that  a  aafe  and  harmoniooa  interooons  oi- 
not  be  opened  and  maintained  without  the  estabtidh 
mant  of  an  agency  at  Santa  Fe,  in  strict  aoboidiBt- 
tion  to  the  Government  at  Waahingtwi,  and  the  An*- 
rioan  Miniater  at  Maxioo. 

Such  an  agent  would  have  much  in  his  power  te- 
wards  producing  and  maintaining  the  proper  frieaAf 
uaderatanding  between  the  American  people  and  Ik 
citizens  of  Mexico,  as  well  as  with  the  nnmsroat  Ift> 
dian  nations.  This  agent  woald  bo  extnmely  ascfal 
to  the  Government,  in  keeping  a  constant  eosiBBBi- 
cstion  of  the  stale  of  aflairs  in  that  section  of  the  esaa- 
try  with  the  Government  at  home,  as  well  sswiihlbs 
American  Minister  at  the  city  of  Mexioo.  Sad  tn 
agent  ought  to  have  the  charge,  in  a  certain  depWi 
of  the  Indiana  bordering  on  the  Mexican  fiepnbbc* 

fithly.  The  route  in  contemplation  would  psM 
through  a  healthy  country,  and  woold  be  atlMded 
with  many  facilities,  too  numerous  at  praseot  to  de- 
tail. Those  who  would  not  have  the  means  of  viiit^ 
ing  Mexioo  in  a  mon  expensive  mode*  could  paiff^ 
this  route,  with  little  comparative  cost 

The  establishment,  the  enconragemeat,  and  thi 
protection  of  this  intercourse  will  be,  I  have  no  doabt, 
cheerfully  met  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Govciv- 
ment ;  and,  with  the  means  thus  affocded  thsa,  tbt 
day  will  rapidly  approach  when  the  people  of  that 
country  will  become  genuine,  orderly,  and  patiiott 
npublicana. 

Reapectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4cc. 

A.  McNAUL 

Hon.  J.  Q.  AoAMa,  Set*ry  of  Stale. 

SECOND. 

To  ihe  Houte  of  R^inatnMivee  of  the  VmUei  StaUt: 

In  compliance  with  a  reeolution  of  the  SOlh  isitaBt. 
I  transmit,  honiwith,  to  the  House  of  Repreerntitivc** 
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a  report  of  D«vid  Shriver,  Saperintandent  o(  th«  Com- 
beriaad  Road,  tUting  tba  manner  in  which  the  appro* 
priation  made  at  the  last  seation  for  the  repair  of  that 
road  baa  been  expended,  and  alao  the  preaent  oondi* 
Uon  of  the  road. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Mat  34,  1824. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  upon  the  table 

FIVB  MILLIONS  NEW  STOCK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLane,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Condict  in 
the  Chair,)  on  the  bill  '*  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
'  of  the  Treasury  to  exchange  a  stock  bearing  an 
'  interest  of  five  ^r  cent,  for  certain  stock  bearing 
'  an  interest  of  six  per  cent." 

Mr.  McLane  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  by  inserting  the  following : 

Be  it  enaetedf  ^e..  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  empowered  io  borrow,  on 
)r  before  the  let  day  of  April  next,  on  the  credit  of  the 
DnUed  Statea,  a  snm  not  exceeding  five  miJliona  of 
doUara,  at  a  rmte  of  interest  payable  quarter  yearly, 
Dot  exceeduif  Ibnr  and  a  half  per  centum  per  annum, 
ind  reimburaable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government, 
It  any  time  after  the  31st  day  of  December,  1831,  to 
be  applied,  in  addition  to  the  moneys  which  may  be 
in  the  Treaauiy  at  the  time  of  borrowing  the  same^ 
^  paj  off  and  discharge  auch  parts  of  the  six  per  cent. 
itock  of  the  United  Statea  of  the  year  1813,  as  may 
be  redeemable  aAer  the  1st  day  of  January  next. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  ahall 
i>e  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  lend 
he  aaid  aum,  or  any  part  thereof:  and  it  is  hereby 
'urther  declared,  that  it  shall  be  deemed  a  good  exe* 
;QtJon  of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  for  the  Secretary 
>f  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
if  the  United  Statea,  to  cauae  to  be  constitnted  eer- 
ificates  of  the  stock  signed  by  the  Register  of  the 
freaaory,  or  by  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the 
rhole  or  for  any  part  thereof,  bearing  an  intereat  not 
txoeeding  foor  and  a  half  per  centum  per  annum, 
ranaferrable  a»d  redeemable  aa  aforesaid,  and  to  cauae 
he  said  oertifieatee  of  stock  to  be  aold:  Providedt 
That  no  stock  be  aold  under  par. 

Mr.  McLane  prefaced  this  motion  by  a  state- 
nent,  in  explanation,  of  considerable  leneth. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  Uie  other 
■Arts  of  the  bill  were  correspondingly  altered ; 
vhen  the  bill  and  amendments  were  reported  to 
beHooae. 

,  Mr.  F.  Johnson  opposed  the  passage  of  this 
'ill,  not  believing  it  necessary  to  borrow  at  pres- 
nt ;  as  there  was  a  considerable  balance  in  the 
Treasury,  and  by  an  estimate  of  the  gentleman 
rom  New  York.  (Mr.  Ca^brblino,)  the  operation 
f  the  tariff  will  increase  it  three  millions.  He 
^eut  into  a  calculation  to  show  the  balance  of 
avenue  would  increase  every  year ;  and  that  this 
puntry  would  lose,  instead  of  gaining  by  postpo- 
iog  the  debt  at  a  reduced  rate  of  interest — and  he 
loved  to  postpone  the  f\]rther  consideration  of.  the 
iJl  till  the  1st  day  of  April  next,  (which  amounts 
)  an  indefinite  postponement.) 
Mr.  Cambrelbng,  of  New  York,  had  not  in- 
vaded to  rise  on  this^  question,  but  deemed  it  ne- 
essary  to.  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 


(Mr.  F.  Johnson,)  who  had  referred  to  his  revenue 
estimates,  and  to  the  fate  of  a  former  stock  ex- 
change bill.  That  gentleman  had  very  much 
misunderstood  him.  He  had  never  been  so  absurd 
as  to  circulate  that  a  tariff,  which  would  so  into 
operation  on  the  30th  of  June  and  1st  of  January 
next,  levying  additional  duties,  payable  at  distant 
periods  in  1825,  could  contribute  directly  to  the  rev- 
enue of  1824,  whatever  might  be  the  effect  of  anti- 
cipated importations.  Considering  that  bill  as  it  ac- 
tually passed,  as  a  revenue  measure^-and  an  unne- 
cessary one,  too— be  had  presumed  that,  wben  in 
operation,  it  would  augment  the  annual  receipts. 
We  are  not  now  making  any  distant  calcula- 
tions*—the  period  is  near  at  hand.  The  first  pro- 
position in  the  bill,  is  to  convert  that  portion  of 
the  six  per  cent,  payable  on  the  1st  January  next, 
which  we  may  not  have  the  means  to  redeem,  into 
a  stock  bearipff  an  interest  of  four  and  a  half  per 
cent,  or  less.  It  is  presumed  that,  after  redeeming 
98,600,000)  in  seven  per  cents,  authorized  during 
the  present  year,  and  estimating  the  revenue  of 
1824  above  the  Treasury  estimate,  which  can  now 
be  safely  <lone,  there  will  be,  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary next,  including  the  usual  amount  of  the  un- 
expended appropriations,  about  five  millions  appli- 
cable to  the  redemption  of  the  debt  due'  on  that 
day.  The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  enable  the  Gov- 
ern ment  to  reduce  the  interest  on  the  amount  un- 
redeemed. The  second  proposition  is,  to  renew, 
at  a  diminished  rate  of  interest,  that  portion  of  the 
sixes  falling  due  on  the  1st  of  January,  1826,  which 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  redeem.  With  regard  to 
the  period  of  the  final  redemption  of  the  public 
debt.  Mr.  C.'s  calculation  corresponded,  in  its 
result,  with  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
(Mr/McLANE.)  Assuming  a  revenue  of  twenty 
millions — leee  than  the  actual  revenue  for  two 
years  past — and  a  permanent  expenditure  of  ten 
millions— 4R<»r«  than  the  annual  expenditure  du- 
ring the  same  term— ten  millions,  at  least,  would 
remain  annually  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  and  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt. 
With  such  a  revenue,  and  such  an  expenditure, 
without  estimating  the  increase  of  revenue  under 
the  new  tariff,  the  public  debt  would  be  extin- 
guished in  1835.  Such  calculations  are^  however, 
always  to  be  considered  as  hypothetical,  being 
founded  on  an  anticipation  of  continued  peace. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  the  stock  which  we  had  proposed  to 
excnange  in  1822,  is  the  identical  stock  we  are 
now  afc^ut  to  pay  off.  From  1825  to  '28,  sixty- 
five  millions  become  payable— that  bill  contem- 
plated exchanging  only  a  part,  leaving  about  thirty 
millions  to  be  redeemed  with  the  revenue  antici- 
pated. With  regard  to  the  failure  of  that  UM^oti- 
ation,  it  was  owinff  entirely  to  our  delay  in  adopt- 
ing the  measure.  Before  proposals  could  be  issued 
a  reaction  had  occurred  in  the  money  market, 
which  rendered  the  negotiation  impracticable,  ex- 
cept for  a  small  amount.  In  that  case,  too,  it 
was  at  the  option  of  the  creditor  to  accede  or  not 
to  our  proposals;  the  stock  was  not  then  redeem- 
able. The  bill  before  us  contemplates  a  negotia- 
tion at  and  near  the  period  of  redemption,  and  of 


2707 


mSTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


Riffvlation  of  Steetm  VtneU. 


2708 


h:  op  r. 


Mat,  1824. 


a  different  character.  From  Cfa«  fate  of  that  meas- 
ure, however,  we  may  draw  an  argnment  against 
postponing  the  bill  under  consideration.  The  rate 
of  interest  is  low — much  below  our  former  antici- 
pations ;  asecond  reaction  may  happen,  and  in  that 
event  Government  will  be  compelled  to  negotiate 
a  loan  on  less  favorable  terms^  or  continue, to  pay 
six  per  cent. 

It  we  are  to  found  our  calculations  on  the  rate 
of  interest  in  England,  there  would  not  now  ap- 
pear to  be  the  same  danger  of  reaction.  Toe 
moneyed  and  stock  operations  of  that  great  bank- 
ing house  of  nations,  seem  to  regulate  the  afiairs 
of  the  commercial  world  ;  and  theyr  have  undoubt- 
edly an  influence  on  interest  even  in  this  country. 
Nevertheless,^  the  period  is  favorable  for  reducing 
the  rate  of  interest  on  our  unredeemed  stocks ; 
there  is  no  probability  of  our  gaining  any*  thing 
by  delav,  and  we  may  lose — ^he  hoped  we  should 
adopt  the  measure  in  season* 

Mr.  McLane  again  rose,  and  further  extended 
the  explanation  he  had  before  given.  He  submit- 
ted a  calculation  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  spoke  in  reply,  and  instated 
that  the  view  presented  by  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware  was  fallacious.  He  went  into  an  ex« 
tensive  argument  in  support  of  the  ground  he  had 
taken,  and  referred  to  various  statements  and  cal- 
culations to  show,  that  the  Treasury  did  not  need 
the  proposed  loan  in  order  to  pay  off  the  public 
debt,  and  that  the  nation  would  be  a  loser  by  the 
pretended  saving  in  the  rate  of  interest. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  in  reply,  advocated  the 

San  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
leans,  and  reduced  the  calculations  to  a  simple 
form,  which  he  presented  in  a  few  words,  and  ap- 
pealed to  the  common  sense  of  the  House,  whe- 
ther it  was  not  better  to  pay  4^  per  cent,  interest, 
on  an  unpaid  debt,  than  6  per  cent. 

Mr.  Cam BRBLENO  rejoined  in  a  few  remarks, 
and  was  followed  by  Mr.  McDupfib,  who  defend- 
ed  the  policy  of  the  plan  provided  for  in  the  bill. 
The  question  on  postponing  the  further  consid* 
eratton  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative 
—ayes  36,  noes  102. 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

REGULATION  OF  STEAM  VESSELS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ToMUNB0N,the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill "  for  the 
regulation  of  steamboats,  and  for  the  security  of 
passeneers  therein." 

On  this  bill  a  discussion  arose,  in  which  Mr. 
ToMLiNBON  advocated  its  passage,  Mr.  Dwiqht 
proposed  an  amendment^and  Mr.  WioKUFFBurMd 
Its  postponement  till  the  next  session.  [The  Dill 
proposes  to  lessen  the  danger  of  high  pressure 
steam  engines  by  adding  to  tlutt  safety-valve  which 
is  in  the  control  of  the  engineer,  another,  to  be 
in  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  captain  of  tJie 
boat,  and  which  shall  be  loaded  with  no  more 
than  a  prescribed  weisht,  viz :  one-third  of  the 
pressure  oy  which  the  boiler  has  been  proved,  or 
one-sixth  of  that  which  it  is  capable  of  sustain- 
ing.]    Mr.  Inobam  objected  to  restricting  low 


pressure  engines  to  a  pressure  of  seven  poQodt  to  a 
square  inch,  adverted  to  the  vast  amooot  of  prap> 
perty  now  invested  in  high  pressure  engines,  asd 
noped  that,  with  the  exception  of  so  moeh  as 
provides  that  notice  be  given  to  passengers  wb^ 
ther  the  engine  of  any  steamboat  is  of  the  hizhor 
of  the  low  pressure  construction,  the  bill  woold  be 
postponed  till  next  session. 

Mr.  Poinsett  replied,  and  explained  the  ficts 
in  relation  to  low  pressure  engines,  and  insisted 
that  no  iignry  could  result  to  toe  holders  of  hi^li 
pressure  engines  in  consequence  of  this  law. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFE  thought  the  House  wis  oflt 
prepared  in  its  present  state  of  informatioD  to  l^ 
gislate  on  a  subject  so  extensive  and  impurtaot  in 
its  effects — and  went  into  a  series  of  resurb  Id 
suDDort  of  this  position. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  moved  to  strike  out  all  of  t^ 
bill  excepting  the  fourth  section. 

Mr.  Poinsett  explained  the  facility  of  adding 
a  safety-valve. 

Mr.  1)  WIGHT  observed,  that,  from  the  words  of 
the  bill,  it  cotild  have  no  effect  till  the  next  day  of 
issuing  licenses,  which  will  not  occur  till  Aprd 
next,  and  in  the  mean  while  Congress  wodd  hold 
another  session—he  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise ;  but,  again  withdrawing  the  motion,  thedis- 
cuseion  was  farther  prosecuted  by  Menrs.  Lif- 
iNGSToif  and  Dwioht.  The  Committee  then  rose 
and  reported  the  bill,  and  on  the  question  of  lean 
to  sit  again, 

Mr.  LiviNOSToiv  insisted  on  the  Tiews  he  litd 
before  expressed,  and  earnestly  advocated  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  Leave  was  refused  to  tli( 
Committee  to  sit  again. 

When  it  was  agreed  to  have  a  recess  till  firt 
o'clock. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoase 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  Joint  '^resolur 
tioiiproviding  a  place  of^ deposite  w  thePoitiait 
of  Cfolumbus,  and  directing  the  distributiofi  ^ 
certain  copies  of  the  Dedaratioa  of  Indepesdeoce, 
now  in  the  Department  of  State,"  in  whick  tky 
ask  the  concurrenee  of  the  Hotise. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. . 

Mr.  CoNWAT,  from  the  sfeiect  committee  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  eati* 
tied  '^  An  act  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line  (^ 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses," rc|>orted  the  same  without  amendnie&t,  and 
the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tk 
Whole. 

On  motioix  of  Mr.  Brbmt,  the  Hou^^e  took  19 
the  bill  "  supplemeatarv  to  an  act  providiniffv 
the  examination  of  titles  to  land  in  that  put  ol 
the  State  of  Louisiana  situated  between  tbe  Rio 
Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river." 

The  blank  was  filled  with  two  hundred  doliais, 
and  then  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  readio^- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylos,  the  exeeotioQ  of 
the  resolution  of  this  House,  directing  tbe  disftf- 
sition  and  removal  of  the  building  south  of  tfi^ 
Capitol,  now  used  for  committee  rooms,  was  sosr 
pended  until  after  the  next  session  of  CoagR^ 
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Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz : 

An  act  coDcerDiDg  wrecks  on  the  coast  of  Pio- 
rids;  Ad  act  sopplementary  to  "  Ad  act  providiag 
for  the  examination  of  titles  to  land  in  that  part  of 
tiie  State  of  Lonistana  situated  between  the  Rio 
Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river;"  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Oq  the  bill  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  of 
Florida,  some  debate  arose.  It  was  contended,  in 
(iefence  of  the  bill,  that  when  American  property, 
wrecked  on  that  coast,  was  saved  by  the  Provi- 
dence  wreckers,  not  only  a  high  salvage  was  paid 
to  foreigDers,  but  the  goods,  ^ing  taken  into  rro- 
Tidence,  paid  high  duties  to  the  British  Grovern- 
mcnt,  aod  the  result  usually  was,  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  property  was  lost. 

Od  the  other  hand,  it  was  insisted  that  this  con- 
sideration was  as  nothing  in  comparison  to  afford- 
iog  to  ^esseli  and  crews  in  distress  the  aid  now 
derired  from  those  wreckers. - 

It  was  rejoined  that,  if  the  British  wreckers 
were  driven  off  by  the  operation  of  the  act,  their 
places  would  immediately  be  filled  with  our  own 
eitizeos,  all  the  A>reign  duties  would  be  saved, 
and  some  chance  enjoyed  of  getting  the  property 
sared. 

The  bill  was  passed  by  a  lar^e  majority. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''  An  act  sup- 
plemeotary  to  the  several  acts  providing  forascer- 
taiog  and  adjusting  the  titles  and  claims  to  land 
io  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse  land 
district^''  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  farther  consideration  of  the  bill  '*  to  regulate 
steamboats,  and  provide  for  the  safetv  of  passen- 
gers therein,"  was  postponed  till  the  nrst  Monday 
of  November  neztF— ayes  67,  noes  47. 

The  following  bills  were  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing: 

A  bill  authorizing  repayment  for  land  errone- 
cQsly  sold  by  the  United  States ;  and  a  bill  to  au* 
^orize  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to 
Kli  aod  convey  certain  tracts  of  land  granted  to 
aid  State  for  the  use  of  the  people  thereof. 

The  engrossed  bill  granting  to  the  corporation 
0^  Toscaloosa  certain  lots  and  privileges  over  the 
^rations  and  commons  in  said  town,  was  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
cooeorrence. 


Tuesday,  May  25* 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Commit- 
^  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
Ike  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
biU,  entitled  "^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Qeorge 
Fisher,"  reported  their  agreement  thereta— The 
tmendments  were  read  at  the  Clerk's  table^  and 
coBcorred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Plifmbr,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  waa  re- 
ferred the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
JQ  further  addition  to  *  An  act  to  esublish  an  uni- 
jorm  rule  of  naturalisation,  and  to  repeal  the  acts 
iicrvtofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  reported  the 
4me  without  amendment ;  and  it  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Harvet,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 


Affiiirs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  an  examina- 
tion and  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  in 
South  Carolina,  of  St.  Mary's,  in  Georgia,  and  of 
the  coast  of  Florida,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re^ 
ported  the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affiiirs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nim- 
rod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris,"  made  a  report 
thereon,  recommending  an  amendment  to  said 
bill :  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub« 
lie  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  explanatory  of  an  act 
confirming  claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of  Mobile,'* 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  it  was 
then,  on  motion,  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to. extinguish  Indian  claims  to  lands 
within  the  State  of  Missouri,"  reported  the  same 
with  amendments ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr*  Rankin,  from  the  same  cominittee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  south- 
ern and  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri," reported  the  same  without  amendment; 
and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to-day. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  ta 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  '  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt 
due  to  the  United  States  by  the  purchasers  of  pub-, 
lie  lands,"  approved  on  the  13th  day  of  May,  18d4,'> 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Cook  then  moved  to  amend  the  said  billr 
by  adding  an  additional  section  thereto ;  when  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  laid  opon  the  table. 

Mr.  CocKB,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiairs,*who  were  instructed  by  resolution,  adopt- 
ed on  the  26th  of  March  last,  to  make  certain  in* 
quiries,  therein  specified,  in  relation  to  the  lata . 
sysstem  of  trade  ijvith  the  Indian  tribgB,made  a  re- 
port; which  was  laid  upon  th^  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livermore,  it  was 

lUsolvedj  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  Postmas- 
ter of  this  blouse,  fbr  his  prompt  and  faithful  ser- 
vices as  such,  an  extra  compensation  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  in  addition  to  what  was  allowed 
him  at  the  end  of  the  last  session  of  CongresS| 
making  an  extra  allowance  of  three  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  be  paid  by  the  Clerk,  out  of  the  contingent 
fund. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Neale,  the  Clerk  was  directed 
to  procure,  and  cause  to  be  deposited  in  his  office, 
fifty  copies  of  the  laws,  dbc.,  of  Congress  in  rela-* 
tion  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  compiled  by 
Samuel  Burch. 

Mr.  CocKE  wished  further  time  to  inquire,  be* 
fore  passing  this  resolution. 

Messrs.  Nkjua  and  Kbnt  explained  tha  faets, 
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and  supported  the  resolution.  A  debate  of  con- 
siderable spirit  then  arose  between  Messrs.  Litjeb- 
MORS  and  Wood  ;  and  Mr.  Cocks  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table.  Negatived— ayes  51, 
noes  59. 

After  further  observations  from  Mr.  Nbalb,  Mr. 
LivERMORE  moved  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Library. — ^Negatived. 

Mr.  Shaepe  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  res- 
olution, and,  having  been  modified  so  as  to  read 
"  fifty  copies,"  it  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hebrick, 

Rtsolved^  That  so  much  of  a  resolution,  passed 
by  this  House  on  the  23d  day  of  December  last, 
as  contains  the  following  words,  viz :  "And  the 
amount  of  postaffe  which  accrued  on  each  route, 
after  deducting  the  compensation  of  postmasters 
and  incidental  expenses,  for  one  year  next  pre- 
ceding the  first  day  of  April  last,"  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  rescmded. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Cambrelbng, 
yesterday,  was  taken  op,  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stbono,  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  directed  to  report,  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  his  opinion  upon  the  claim  of  Pela- 
tiah  Fitch,  of  the  Sute  of  New  York,  which  was 
referred  to  him  by  order  of  this  House  of  the  9th 
day  of  Janoary,  1822. 

Mr.  Stbwart  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to-morrow,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretsry  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  this  House,  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  the  amount  o(  losses  sostained  during  the 
last  eight  years  upon  bonds  givan  for  the  duties  upon 
imports,  distingniahihg  the  amount  in  each  year;  and 
lo  state  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  measures 
abouid  be  adopted  by  Congress,  to  prevent  similar 
losses  in  ftitare;  and  also,  what  effect  Uie  total  repeal, 
or  a  limitation,  of  the  credits  now  given  for  said  duties 
would,  in  his  opinion,  have  upon  the  tevenne. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  providing 
a  place  of  deposite  for  the  portrait  of  Columbus. 
and  directing  the  distribution  of  certain  cqpies  or 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  now  in  the  De- 
partment of  State,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Coif  DiCT  submitted  the  following  joint  res- 
olution, viz : 

1.  Rt»olvtd  by  the  Senate  and  ffouee  of  Repreeen' 
iativee  of  the  untied  States  of  America  in  Congrese 
OMeembUd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  in- 
•trocted  to  institute,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  an 
inquiry  into  the  causes  of  those  fatal  disasters  which 
have  ao  frequently  occurred  on  board  steamboats  navi- 
gating the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  be 
anthorited  to  call  to  his  aid  the  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience of  each  engineers  and  akilful  men,  as  he  may 
deem  competent  and  best  qualified  to  decide. 

S.  Resolved,  That  the  said  SecreUry  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  empowered,  after  such  advisement,  to  pre- 
scribe and  publish  such  rules  and  regulations  for  con- 
structing the  apparatus  of  vessels  propelled  by  fire  or 
steam,  the  mode  of  regulating  the  power,  the  materials 
composing  the  boilers,  with  all  other  regulations,  which, 
Ihiffl  time  to  time,  he  may  deem  necessary  and  proper. 


to  afford  the  best  security  to  the  lives  of  passsagm  ud 
crews. 

a  Resolved,  That,  from  and  after  the 4iy  of 

« it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretaiy  of  ths  Tm- 

■ury  to  withhold  a  license  from  any  vessel  pcofcllcd  by 
fire  OT  steam,  until  saUs&ctory  proof  be  mads  tbst  the 
owner  or  commander  thereof  hais,  in  all  respeeti,  con* 
formed  to  the  rules  and  regoUtions  prescribed  for  nti. 
veseels,  and  any  license  granted  thereafter  ihali  be 
considered  null  and  void,  on  failure  of  the  owner  er 
commander  to  comply  with  the  terms. 

4.  Resohed,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Seen- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  his  proceediogi  bereoB, 
at  an  eariy  period  of  the  next  session. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  the  question  wis 
put.  Will  the  House  now  proceed  to  coosider  tht 
same  ?  And  was  determined  in  the  negaiire. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hook 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  HoDsefl( 
the  following  titles  viz :  An  act  supplementary  tc 
an  act,  approved  the  3d  March,  1819,  entitled  ''As 
act  providing  for  the  correction  of  errors,  in  mi- 
king entries  of  land  in  the  land  ofllces  ;'*  An  ict 
changing  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public  Uods 
on  any  river,  bayou,  lake,  or  water  course,  in  tke 
State  of  Mississippi  and  Territoir  of  ArkansK; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mitcnell;  An  act  to 
authorize  the  masters  of  vessels,  in  certain  easa 
to  clear  oat,  either  at  the  custom-^onse  of  Peien- 
burg,  or  that  of  Richmond ;  An  act  supplemeaury 
to  the  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  Citr 
of  Washington,  passed  15th  May,  1830,  wid 
amendments  to  each ;  in  which  they  ask  the  eos- 
currence  of  this  House. 
'  The  House  resolTed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Scott,  late 
collector  of  Pensacola;"  which  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  now.  It  was  accordingly  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  daioi 
in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, derived  from  the  Government  of  France  and 
Spain ;"  which  was  reported  without  amendffltnt, 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  amendments  proposed. by  the  Senate  to  tbe 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  masters  of 
vessels  in  certain  cases,  to  clear  out,  either  at  tbe 
custom-house  of  Petersburgh  or  that  of  Ri^lt* 
mond,  were  read  and  coocnrred  in  by  the  Hooie. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tbe 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mitch- 
eil,"  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  o( 
Claims. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  changing  the  mode  of 
surveying  the  public  lands  on  any  river,  la^j 
bayou,  or  water  course,  in  the  State  of  Missi^^^PP^ 
and  Territory  of  Arkansas,"  were  read  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  amendmenu  proposed  by  the  Senateiotbe 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
approved  the  3d  March,  1819,  entitled  ^An  ,>c^ 
providing  for  the  correction  of  errors  in  mkaioi 
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entries  of  land  in  the  land  offices,"  were  read  aod 
concurred  iD  by  the  Hoose. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
InII,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  passed  15th  May,  1820,"  were  read 
ud  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

l\ie  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  White;"  which 
WIS  reported  without  amendmient,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Hoose  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  suffer- 
ing losses  in  the  Seminole  war. 

The  amendments  before  under  consideration 
Tere  adopted.  The  bill  was  then  reported  to 
ihe  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

The  Hoase  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
*An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Rowland,  of  New 
York;*'  which  was  reported  without  amendment, 
and  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houston,  the  House  went 
ifiio  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  ez- 
plaoatory  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  officers,  volunteers,  and  other  persons, 
ennsed  in  the  late  campaign  against  the  Semi- 
sole  Indians,"  passed  the  14ch  Ma^,  1822. 

Mr.  Rich  explained  the  purposes  of  the  bill, 
ud  offered  an  amendment,  extending  the  provi- 
aoasof  the  act  to  field  officers,  and  to  faoraes  slain 
10  battle.  The  amendment  was  supported  by 
Mr.  McCoT  and  Mr.  Isacks,  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  a  further  araenoment,  ex- 
tending the  relief  proposed  by  the  bill,  to  wagon- 
CR,  whose  horses  were  Impressed.  On  this  amend- 
]&ent  a  debate  of  some  extent  arose,  which  was 
|aspeDded,  that  the  report  which  follows  might 
he  received.  The  Committee  then  rose,  and  had 
«yc  to  sit  again. 


REPORT   ON    THE    ADDRESS   OF  NINIAN 

EDWARDS. 

Mr.  LiviNGBToif ,  from  the  committee  appointed 
OQ  the  19th  of  April  ultimo,  on  an  address  or  me- 
morial of  Ninian  ^dwards,  preferring  certain 
Herges  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Bade  a  report;  which  was  read.    The  report  is 

» follows-; 

"Hie  wlsct  eeraoiittM,  to  which  was  referred  the 
j°<"Mnil,  or  address,  of  Niaian  Edwards,  report: 
<B<t,  immediatelj on  their  appointment,  as  the  House 
hM  alratdj  boon  inlbriiiod,  they  oommaBieatod  a  copy 
*  ^  tddreM  to  the  Seeretary  of  the  Tressary ;  and 
%  also  ordered  the  attondanoo  of  Mr.  Edwards  to 
w  uamined  before  them,  as  a  witness,  toaching  the 
nrioQi  chsigM  in  the  memorkl.  For,  altboagh,  in 
^  sddrsM,  ho  refers  to  papers  and  dooiinents,  ac- 
^bie  to  the  oommitteo  withont  his  prssoncO|  as  the 
^in  aopports  of  his  eharges,  yet  the  coromltMe  were 
|^«piDion  that  these  charges  were  not  snch  as  should 
'Ji  either  lightly  mkde,  oi  superficially  examined ;  and 
«*tit  oaght  not  to  content  itself  with  sny  investiga- 
^B  abort  of  one  in  which  the  accuser  sbonld  have  an 


opportunity  of  being  personally  present,  the  betted  to 
sustain  the  charges,  if  they  were  capable  of  being  sus- 
tained, or  to  bear  the  proper  responsibility,  if,  falling 
to  sustain  them,  he  shoold  appear  to  have  brought 
them  forward,  in  a  form  thus  positive  snd  imposing, 
from  personal  and  improper  motives,  or  upon  frivolous 
pretexts.  And  the  committee  is  Btill  of  opinion  that 
this  Investigation  ought  not  to  be  finally  closed,  with- 
out the  personsl  examination  of  Mr.  Edwards;  and, 
in  proceeding  to  make  any  report  on  the  subject,  at 
the  present  time,  and  before  such  an  examination  is 
had,  the  committee  acts  only  from  the  necessity  im- 
posed upon  it,  by  the  approaching  close  of  the  session, 
and  by  a  sense  of  doty  which  dictates  that  it  ought 
not  to  postpone,  to  a  distant  day,  all  communication 
to  the  House  on  a  subject  so  interesting  to  the  Oof- 
ernment,  and  so  nearly  afiecting  the  honor  and  iViteg- 
rity  of  one  of  its  highest  oflSoers. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  motives,  the  committee 
makes  this  report,  as  the  result  of  its  examination  of 
the  papers  referred  to  in  the  address,  and  such  other 
proofs  as  the  committee  could  command.  Whatso- 
ever is  here  ssid,  therefore,  must  be  received  with  the 
qastification,  that,  although  the  committee  do  not 
know  that  Mr.  Edwards,  if  present,  could  communi- 
cste  any  fsct  likely  to  be  important,  they  do  not  know, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  he  might  not  do  so ;  and  he 
has  had  no  opportunity  to  be  examined,  or  to  give  any 
reply  to  the  answer  of  the  Secretsry,  which  the  com- 
mittee has  received,  and  which  haa  already  been 
printed,  by  order  of  the  House. 

The  address  containa  two  general  charges  against 
the  Secretary ;  one,  of  mismanaging  the  public  Ainds, 
under  which  various  illegal  transactions  are  alleged, 
in  reference  to  the  deposite  of  the  public  moneya  in 
certain  banks,  and  the  mode  in  whioh  SUch  moneya 
were  allowed,  afterwards,  to  be  repaid ;  the  other,  im- 
puting to  the  Secretary  the  auppreasion  of  papers  and 
documents,  or  failing  to  communicate  them,  when 
they  ought  to  have  been  communicated,  in  answer  to 
resolutions  of  the  Houses  oi  Congress. 

The  committee  haa  given  ita  attention  to  each  of 
these  divisions  of  charge. 

And,  first,  as  to  the  oonduct  of  the  Treaaory  Depart* 
ment,  in  regard  to  the  doposites  of  Ihe  public  BW>BeyB 
in  the  banks,  and  the  manner  in  which  such  baiJw 
were  allowed  to  repay  to  the  Treasury  Ihe  balaaoea  of 
such  deposites. 

By  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  April  30th,  1816, 
it  is  declared  ••That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  hereby  ii,  required  and  directed  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  ho  may  deem  necessary,  to  cause,  as  sooa 
as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money, 
accruing,  or  becoming  payable,  to  the  United  Statesy 
to  be  cMected  aod  paid  in  Ihe  legal  currenqr  of  the 
United  States  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  as  by  Isw  provided  snd  declared, 
or  in  the  notes  of  hanks  which  are  payable  and  paid, 
on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  currenqr  of  the  United 
Suies ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the  SOth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  BO  auch  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of 
money,  accruing,  or  becoming  payable,  to  the  United 
States,  as  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or  received, 
otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  noteo  of  banka  which  are  payable 
and  paid,  on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States." 

At  the  time  of  the  sdoption  of  this  resolution,  dsbta 
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aceniing  to  the  United  9tet«i,  whether  on  eoeoont  of 
the  ealee  of  public  iande,  or  at  the  caatom^bouM,  or 
from  other  aoarcee  of  revenue,  were,  in  fact,  received, 
in  iome  parts  of  the  oountry,  but  evidently  in  diaie- 
gard  of  the  law,  in  the  notoi  of  the  State  banks  which 
did  not  redeem  their  paper  by  cash  payments.  By 
this  resolution,  it  was  obviously  made  the  duty  of  the 
Treasurer  to  correct  that  departure  from  law,  aa  spon 
as  practicable ;  and  it  was,  as  is  equally  obviona,  im- 
perative on  the  Department,  after  Uie  20th  February, 
is  17,  to  allow  nothing  to  be  received  in  payment  of 
debts  due  lo  the  United  States,  but  the  legal  money 
of  the  United  States,  Treasury  notes,  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  8utes»  or  of  those  Sute  banks 
the  notes  of  which  were  pio^able  and  paid,  on  demand* 
in  cash. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  incorporated  in 
April,  1816,  and  went  into  operation  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  year.  By  the  act  of  incorporation 
it  is  provided  snd  declared,  *<  that  the  depositee  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  which  the 
said  bank  and  the  branches  thereof  msy  be  established, 
shall  be  made  in  said  bank  and  branches  thereof,  un- 
less the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  ahall.  at  any  time, 
otherwise  order  and  direct ;  in  which  case,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Con- 
gress, if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately  after  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  of  such 
order  or  direction." 

The  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  appointed 
to  that  office  in  October,  1816. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1817,  it  is  represented 
by  the  Secretary,  and  it  appears  to  be  true,  that  an  ar- 
Tangement  wss  made  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  by  which  the  public  funds  were  to  be  deposited 
in  the  branches  of  that  inatitution,  in  all  places  where 
such  branches  existed ;  and  where  there  were  no  such 
branches,  that  bank  was  to  designate  certain  State 
banks  for  which  it  would  be  responsible,  and  in  which 
snch  public  moneys  should  be  deposited  ;  and  notes  of 
•11  banka  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
receive  in  deposite  as  cash,  and  none  other,  were  to 
be  received  on  aalas  of  the  public  landa. 

It  is  further  represented,  that,  in  the  execution  of 
4kis  arrangement,  diffienltiea  and  controversies  arose 
-between  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutee  and  the  State 
hanks  thus  employed  in  receiving  the  depotites  of  the 
pnUio  moneys ;  and,  ere  long,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea  signified  to  the  Department  of  the  Treasuiy 
that  it  could  not  continue  snch  arrangement ;  and  that, 
ihenoeforwanl,  it  could  receive  nothing  in  depoaite, 
as  cash,  but  the  legal  currency  of  the  country  for  its 
own  notes.  The  agreement  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Statee  terminated,  for  these  reaeons,  on  the 
Mth  June,  1818. 

It  would  appear  that  many  of  the  State  banks  which 
Jiad,  in  1817,  resumed  specie  payments  soon  after  this 
period,  that  ia  to  say  in  the  latter  part  of  1818,  diseon- 
tinned  eucb  payments;  and  that  the  debt  due  to  the 
United  Statee,  on  account  of  the  aalea  of  the  public 
•land,  had  very  greatly  increaeed ;  amonntiag,  in  the 
early  part  of  18 19,  to  not  less  than  #18,000,000.  The 
imblie  expenditure  in  the  Western  States  was  not  snch 
as  to  reqnire,  within  those  Statee,  the  dubuieement  of 
the  money  received  on  aceount  of  this  debt ;  but  much 
the.  larger  pert  waa  to  be  remitted,  either  to  the  Seat 
of  Government,  or  to  other  places  in  the  Atlantic 
States. 

About  this  period,  also,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  issued  orders  prohibiting  ito  Western  branchf^s 


from  iaaoing  any  of  their  own  notes  for  drcilitiae, 
even  in  exchange  for,  or  on  deposita  of,  spedt. 

Under  these  cireumstances,  the  Secretary  of  tW 
Treasury  appears  to  have  entered  into  arrugtmfUi 
with  some  of  the  local  or  State  banks,  genertilj  thoR 
which  had  acted  as  agenta  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  employing  them  u  deposi- 
tories of  the  public  money,  and  in  the  trausfcr  ofiocii 
money,  when  requireid,  to  places  where  it  na^t  be 
wanted  in  the  courae  of  Grovemment  diibonemeoti. 

Among  the  earlieat  of  theee,  was  tbst  piopoied  to 
the  Bank  of  Missouri,  by  letters  firom  the  Secrvtuy.of 
the  1st  and  the  11th  of  July,  1818,  immedistilj  ifter 
the  termination  of  the  agreement  befors  naitioM^ 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  which  kttos, 
indeed,  have  the  form  of  circnlara  to  all  the  btnb  i 
which  the  public  mon^a  were  at  that  time  deponiii 
that  ie  to  say,  the  banka  which  have  bseo  cmpiejfd 
li^  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  during  the  cm- 
tinoance  of  ita  arrangement  before  mentioned,  wiii 
the  Treasuiy.  The  Bank  of  Missouri  wu  om  «f 
these.  It  waa  now  informed  that,  since  that  ifm- 
ment  had  come  to  an  end  on  the  30th  of  Jaoe,  tl 
sums  deposited  in  the  Bsnk  of  Missouri  after  tk 
time,  must  be  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  Treifun, 
and  would  be  drawn  for,  as  occasion  should  reqairt, 
in  the  following  manner,  viz :  if  in  favor  of  iodiiidaik. 
drafts  to  be  paid  at  sight;  if  in  fovor  of  the  6ukfl( 
the  United  States,  in  sixty  days ;  drafts  of  the  littR 
description  to  be  eo  made  that  the  money  shosM  bt 
drawn  out  and  transferred  gradually,  and  set  n 
iiuu9e.  The  reason  of  this  distinction  betweeo  dnfr 
to  individuals  and  drafts  to  the  Bank  of  the  Vtitd 
States,  appears  to  be,  that  drafts  in  fovor  of  iadiriduk 
being  probably  intended  for  fnnda  to  be  expended  u 
the  neighborhood  of  the  bank,  wonld  be  ordiniclf 
paid  in  the  notes  of  the  bank  itaelf,  or  other  aa^ 
paper;  but  that  those  in  fovor  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  would  be  such  aa  required  pajswit  is 
apecie,  or  in  United  States'  Bank  billa,  or  truufenof 
credit  to  ita  branches;  operations  which  might  ream; 
ably  require  time.  On  the  1st  of  August,  the  Bisi 
of  Missouri  signified  its  acceptance  of  the  ooDditiooio^ 
this  proposition. 

On  the  21st  of  December,  1818,  the  Secretti^.Vj 
letter,  addressed  to  the  Preeident  of  the  Bank  of  Ed- 
wardsviUe,  signified  his  dispoattion  to  employ  thit 
bank  also  in  receiving  the  depositee  of  the  poUic 
moneye;  and,  on  the  1st  of  February  followiog,  thit 
bank  aeeeoted  to  the  terms.  A  similar  amogeaieot 
was  made,  nearly  at  the  aame  time,  with  the  Btnk  «' 
Iltinoia,  the  Bank  of  HuntoviUe,  and  the  ToariiigbR 
Bank. 

Shorliy  after  the  date  of  theae  tranoMlioBs,  hoe- 
ever,  a  more  general  syatem  of  employing  Stats  Un^ 
for  the  pnrpoeee  bofove  mentioned,  waa  adopted,  id 
conditiona  more  precise,  and  which  were  thought  ■«« 
favorable  to  the  banks,  were  ptopoecd.  Ths  ktiH 
feature  in  this  new  proposition  was,  that,  as  sd  is- 
dncement  to  undertake  theengagement.itwsssfioi'i 
on  the  part  of  the  Treaauiy,  to  allow  to  ths  htoka 
permanent  depoeite  of  a  stipulated  aum,  net  lisbi^  ^ 
be  drawn  out  or  diminiahed,  except  in  a  apedfied  cut. 
The  use  of  this  deposite  waa  to  be  the  eqnif sleot  for 
the  responsibility  of  receiving  and  kee|mig  the  hn^ 
and  tlie  expense  of  transferring  them,  withoot  Ainhtr 
charge  on  the  Treasury,  to  such  plaees  as  slight  be 
agreed  on,  or  required. 

Arrangementa  of  this  nature  were  made  with  die 
Bank  of  Stenbenville,  Bank  of  Chillicothe,  FnsklfR 
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Bisk  of  C«lQttbM»  Farmera  and  M«ehaniet'  Baak  of 
Iodun%  Bank  of  fUinoia  at  tthawnoatown,  Branch 
Btnk  of  Kentuckjr  at  Looiaville,  Bank  of  Tombig- 
bee  at  Saint  Stephen'a,  Planten  and  Merehanu' 
Bank  of  HantaviUa,  Bank  of  Minoori,  Bank  of  Ed- 
wtidaviUe,and  Farman  and  Machanica'  Bank  of  Cin- 
cinnati* 

Tb«  (anna,  in  general,  agreed  to  between  the  Trea- 
lary  and  Ihase  aeveral  ban£i,  were,  in  anbatance— 

iBt.  That  tlie  bank  ahoold  receive,  in  depoaite,  tb 
the  credit  of  the  Treaaory  aa  cash,  from  the  r^eeivera 
if  poblie  ffloneja,  all  current  notes  of  auch  banks  as 
naintain  cash  pajments;  with  power,  however,  lo 
diaeoBlinne  to  receive  the  notes  of  an  j  panicnJar  bank 
OQ  giving  seaaonable  notice  of  such  intention  to  the 
Keceifsr. 

Sd.  That  the  bank  afaonid  pav,  at  eight,  all  drafta 
from  the  Txeasniy ;  nnd  should  alao  tranafer,  on  re- 
laeit,  all  sums  on  hand  beyond  the  amount  of  the 
i^olaled  permanent  depoeite,  to  the  Bank  of  the 
(/nited  States,  or  certain  enumerated  branoheeof  that 
bank ;  and  that  a  filed  adm  ahonld  remain  in  the 
bank,  as  before  mentioned^  aa  a  permanent  deposito, 
to  be  transferred,  however,  to  the  Bank  of  the  united 
States,  in  six  months  after  the  termination  of  the 
igrecmsnt 

3d.  That,  if  the  money  were  wanted  for  diaburse- 
neot  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  banks,  it  might  be 
drawn  for,  at  eight,  notwithatanding  auch  drafts  might 
reduce  the  permanent  depoeite  below  the  atipulated 
lam. 

The  taount  of  this  permanent  depoeite  was  to  be 
increaacd,  if  it  ahonld  appear  that  the  bank  should 
receive  and  trans^  auch  large  aums  aa  that  the  ez- 
penN  thereof  ahoold  not  be  conaidered  as  compen- 
lated  by  the  benefit  of  the  depoeite  which  had  been 
itipolated.  It  ww  also  preecribed,  that  the  bank 
ihooJd  render  to  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treaaory,  and 
^  the  Treasurer,  duplicate  monthly  returns  of  ite  a^ 
SMQU  with  the  Treasurer ;  and  tothe  Beoretery,  eon- 
idenUal  monthly  retnma  of  the  atate  of  ite  own  afiairs ; 
showing,  also,  the  credite  of  all  public  officers  in  the 
nak;  tad  also  quarterly  lists,  or  returns,  of  all  ite 
iebton ;  to  the  end  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury 
Bight  determine  on  the  propriety  of  continuing  the 
wUic  depoeite  in  auch  bank. 

8aeh  waa  the  general  nature  of  the  arrangenMnto 
^  they  were  adopted  and  entered  into  with  the  banka. 
Hiere  were,  however,  variationa  in  eome  other  partieu- 
«n«  In  the  Bank  of  Steubenville,  for  inalance,  the 
lublie  money  in  the  bank,  or  due  from  it  at  the  time 
'f  the  arrangement,  waa  declared  not  to  foil  within 
he  arrangament :  in  other  instancaa,  nothing  ia  aaid 
>f  aacfa  balanoea;  and,  in  ethara  again,  it  waa  de- 
^red  that  they  ahonld  be  embraced  by  the  agree- 
leat 

The  following  teUe  ehowa  the  amount  nf  the  per^ 
naaent  depoeite  allowed  to  each  hank,  repeotively,  aa 
be  equivalent  for  the  aervicee  rendered,  or  expected 
>  be  rendered,  by  it  to  the  Treasury : 

(•Ak  of  Stenbenville :ffiOgiOO 

(ankofChUlicothe 100  600 

VankUn  Bank  of  Columbua  ...  80,000 
vmera  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Indiana  •  40,000 
link  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown  '  •  60,000 
>nuich  Bank  of  Kentucky  at  Louiavtile  -  100/)0U 
tank  of  Tombigbee  at  St.  Stephen's  -  •  100,000 
lanters  and  Msrchanto'  Bank  of  HuntoviUe      76,000 

tank  of  Missouri 160,000 

(ttk  of  Vineannea 76,000 


Bank  of  Bdwardsvilie         ....     40^000 
Farmera  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati    100,000 

The  amount  of  these  permanent  depositee  is  nine 
hundred  thousand  doUam,  the  intereat  on  which 
aum,  at  aix  per  centum,  would  be  fifty-four  thousand 
doliais. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  memorial,  that  this  sum  of  fifty- 
four  thousand  dollars  wss  thus  annually  paid  for  re- 
oeiving  and  tranamitting  the  poUtc  money  ;  a  service 
which,  it  ia  said,  the  Bank  or  the  United  States  was 
bound  to  perform  without  any  compensation.  The 
committee  does  nut  see  the  ground' of  this  obligation 
on  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stetes.  That  inatitotion 
ia,  indeed,  bound  to  give  neceesary  fodllties  for  trans- 
forring  the  public  funds  from  place  to  place,  but  this 
can  only  mean  caah  funda ;  and  it  is  bound,  also^  to 
receive  money  in  daposite  for  the  United  Statee ;  but 
it  is  not  bound  to  receive  in  depoeite,  as  cash,  the  bills 
of  any  banks  whatever  but  ite  own,  aKhoogh  they 
may  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  resolution  of 
1816.  The  committee  does  not  perceive  any  thing  in 
the  principle  of  theee  arrangementa  with  the  banks, 
either  in  violation  of  law,  or  contrary  to  the  uaage  of 
the  Government;  aince  the  Treaaury  has,  for  many 
yeara,  had  agreements  with  more  or  less  of  the  banks, 
by  which  the  publie  moneys  were  deposited  in  such 
banks,  and  drawn  from  them  when  wanted ;  certein 
terms  and  cunditiona,  aa  to  the  mode  of  drawing,  being 
atipulated,  such  aa  wera  thought  beneficial,  both  to 
the  Treasury  and  the  banks.  Indeed,  it  may  be  pro- 
per to  obeerve  here,  that  it  aeeme  to  have  been  as- 
sumed, by  diflerant  officera  at  the  head  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  direct  ite 
operations  to  the  support  of  difierent  moneyed  insti- 
tutions whenever  their  afiairs  required  support,  so  as 
to  defeat  oombinationa  against  them,  and  preeerve  an 
equilibrium  of  credit  among  them.  And  the  practice 
appears  to  be  in  conformity  with  this  principle  from  a 
very  early  day.  That  benefit  may  occasionally  result, 
and  has  resulted  from  such  operations,  i»  evident ;  but 
this  is  no  legal  employment  of  public  funds.  It  is  noth- 
ing but  a  gratuitous  loan.  The  existence  of  the  prac- 
tice, however,  aawell  as  the  avowal  of  the  principle  by 
difierent  officera  at  the  head  of  the  Treeaory,  will  be 
found  by  roforring  to  a  letter  from  the  Secretory  of  the 
Treaaury  to  the  Praudent  of  the  Senate,  of  the  S6th 
February,  1088,  in  answer  to  a  reeolution  of  that  body. 
Such,  however,  waa  not  either  the  object,  or  the  char- 
acter, of  the  agwemants  with  the  Stete  Banks,  which 
ara  the  subjecto  of  this  examination. 

On  the  let  of  August,  1830,  the  Treasury  issued 
drcuiarinatructiona  to  the  Keceivera  of  Public  Moneya, 
anthoriting  them  to  receive,  in  addition  to  apede  and 
bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btetee  and  ite  branchea, 
notee  of  the  incorporated  banka  in  Bocton,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Bichmond,  and  in  the 
Stetee  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  (except  the 
City  Bank  of  Baltimore,)  and  of  thoae  specie-paying 
banka  in  the  State  in  which  the  Land  Office  is  situ- 
ated. '*This  instruction,"  it  is  added,  «*8aper- 
aedee  theee  which  have  heratofora  been  given  on  tin 
aubject,  except  in  so  far.  as  they  prohibit  the  receipt  of 
the  peper  of  any  bank  which  does  not  discharge  ite 
notes,  on  demand,  in  apecie ;  and  that  prohibition  must, 
in  every  case,  be  rigidly  adhered  to" 

Among  the  banks  with  which  theee  negotiationa 
were  made,  the  attention  of  the  committee  was  called, 
particularly,  to  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Cincinnati,  the  Bank  of  Chillicothe,  and  the  branch 
of  the  Stete  Bank  of  Kentucky,  at  Louiiville,  as  form- 
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ing  the  subject  of  a  charge  that  doee  not  apply  to  the 
others.  In  the  several  places  where  these  banks  were 
situated,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  offices  of 
discount  and  deposite,  and  the  law  incorporating  that 
institution,  as  has  been  before  observed,  creates  an 
obligation  on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to 
use  them  as  places  of  deposite,  in  preference  to  any 
other  banks,  unless  the  Secretary  shall,  for  special  rea- 
sons, otherwise  direct ;  and,  in  that  case,  such  rea- 
sons shall  be  laid  before  Congress  it  its  then,  or  next 
session.  The  charge  is,  that  no  such  conininnieatton 
was  made  to  Congress.  This  omission  is  acknowl- 
edged by  the  Secretary,  who  says  it  was  owing  to  in- 
advertence, and  that  the  inattention  to  the  provision 
of  the  law  was  unimportant,  inasmuch  as  the  provi- 
sion was  intended,  obviously,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
bank ;  and  the  bank  hsd  full  notice.  The  notoriety 
of  the  fact  is  also  relied  on,  to  show  that  no  impro- 
per conduct,  or  desire  to  conceal  it,  produced  the 
omission. 

The  committee  sees  no  reason  to  doubt  this  state- 
ment, or  to  attribute  any  improper  motive  to  the  Sec- 
retary, in  this  inattention  to  the  directions  of  the  act. 

The  charges  relative  to  the  Bank  of  Missouri  are, 
io  substance, 

That  this  bank  was  unworthy  of  credit  at  the  time 
the  depositee  of  public  moneys  were  sudered  to  accu- 
mulate in  it  to  a  large  and  improper  amount : 

That  the  permanent  deposite  allowed  it  was  illegal, 
and  unreasonably  large : 

That  those  returns  and  statements  of  its  afiain, 
which  the  Secretary  had  himself  considered  essential, 
were  not  exacted : 

And,  finally,  that,  in  payment  of  its  debt,  a  large 
amount  of  uneurrent  notes  was  received,  some  of 
them  not  worth  twenty-five  oente  in  the  dollar,  con- 
traiy  to  the  positive  injunctions  of  the  reeolution  of 
1816. 

The  committee  thinks  it  very  probable  that  the 
Bank  of  Missouri  did  make  an  improper,  perhape  an 
excessive,  issue  of  its  peper ;  although  the  mode  adopt- 
ed in  the  address,  of  estimating  that  excess,  appears 
not  altogether  correct,  as  it  omits  to  mention  the  per- 
manent deposite  of  the  Government  in  calculating  the 
fund  on  which  the  emission  might  be  made.  If  the 
eapital  of  the  bank  were,  ae  is  sUted,  $910,000,  and 
ita  permanent  deposite  from  Government  $160,000, 
snppocing  it  to  have  no  other  depositee,  a  discount  to 
the  extent  of  $430,000  would  not  have  been  alarm- 
ingly excessive,  supposing  the  loans  to  have  been 
limited  to  safe  hands,  and  Uiat  punctuality  of  payment 
might  have  been  expected.  It  is  probable  that  a  fail- 
ure in  this  latter  respeci  was  the  immediate  cause  of 
the  bank  suspending  ite  payments. 

The  sum  of  $736,000,  which  appears,  at  one  time, 
to  have  been  in  this  bank,  was  certainly  a  very  large 
•nm  to  have  been  suflbred  to  remain  in  a  country 
^nk;  but,  whether  it  was  a  greater  accumulation 
than  ought  to  have  been  allowed,  is  a  question  that 
depends  on  many  considerations,  chiefly  on  that  of  the 
•olidity  of  the  institution,  which  itself  again  depended 
on  the  solvency  of  its  debtors.  Of  this  the  committee 
has  no  other  evidence  than  that  arising  from  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  nttkkn  of  the  bank,  who  declare 
that  the  debts  due  on  personal  security,  as  well  as 
those  eecuced  by  mortgage,  are  eafe.  If  this  werewell 
founded,  the  bank,  even  at  the  time  it  stopped  pay- 
ment, had,  in  thoee  two  items  akme,  more  than  enough 
to  pay  all  it  owed. 


What  information,  to  put  the  Secralaiy  oo  hiigiitfi 
would  have  been  derived  from  the  rooaihly  retail 
the  committee  cannot  determine.  Tliey  appetrto 
have  been  furnished  only  up  to  the  lot  of  Febniuy, 
1820.  Nor  has  the  committee  obeerred  any  deniiid 
made  by  the  Secretary  lor  a  eomplianee  whh  ihkrii^ 
ulation,  at  any  time  between  that  data  and  the  time 
the  bank  stopped  payment.  Whether,  howmr,  if  it 
liad  been  demanded  and  complied  with,  nay  difertnt 
fesult,  favorable  to  the  United  States,  woold  hitebeea 
produced,  it  seems  impossible  to  determine,  iMctoae, 
judging  from  the  last  and  most  unlvvomble  ntsn, 
made  immediately  previoua  to  the  stoppage  of  ilw  btnk, 
nothing  in  those  returns  would  have  appearsd  to  isdi' 
cate  any  danger. 

A  more  important  part  of  the  charge  ia,  that  ibi 
Secretaiy  received  from  this  bank,  ia  part  psyacal  of 
its  debt,  a  large  amount  of  uneurrent  notes,  oontnrf 
to  law. 

By  the  first  arrangement  made  with  the  ba]ik,whicll 
has  been  already  auted,  it  wae  not  rasponaiMs,  m  fa 
aa  the  committee  can  perceive,  for  the  solvency  of  thi 
banks,  the  notes  of  which  might  have  been  depotitti 
in  it  by  the  public  receivers.  When  the  new  oootnet 
was  made,  in  August,  1819,  it  did  not  ibrm  aoj  ptrt 
of  that  contract,  as  it  did  with  some  of  thoee  of  tin 
other  banks,  that  the  htUe  already  on  hand  sbooU  be 
at  once  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury  at  cub, 
aa  may  be  seen  by  a  copy  of  the  contract  anaeied  to 
this  report,  marked  B.  So  that  the  importaat  qaot* 
tion  is,  whether  thoee  notes  were  received  befoie  or 
after  the  9th  of  August,  1819,  the  day  on  which  tk 
bank  assented  to  tlM  new  oontracL  If  hekn,  tha 
they  are  received  on  account,  and  at  the  risk  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  if  after,  at  the  risk  of  the  bank. 

The  committee  think  there  were  enffident  reisoH 
to  justify  the  Secretaiy  in  believing  them  to  have  heea 
received  before  the  9th  of  August,  because,  by  the  tetter 
of  the  bank,  of  that  date,  it  appears  that  a  much  largv 
sum  in  notes  eesentially  of  the  eame  descriptioB,  voi 
in  poeeeeeion  of  the  bank:  and  an  oier  it  thereiB 
made  to  transfer  them  to  various  other  banks,  to  the 
order  of  the  Treasury.  And,  by  the  atatensnt  maifceJ 
£,  annexed  to  the  address  of  Mr.  Edwards,  it  appean 
that,  ae  early  as  the  6th  of  September,  1819,  a  Boch 
larger  sum,  in  notes  of  the  deecription  of  those  thai 
ofiered  by  the  bank,  had  actually  been  rseeited  oa 
account  of  the  Treasury  Irom  the  eeveral  reeeiren.  tad 
were  then  on  hand.  On  this  point  ths  coaaittcs 
also  refer  to  the  deposition  of  Thomas  F.  Rid«ltck, 
hereunto  annexed,  marked  F. 

The  committee  think  it  proper  to  add,  that,  ef  the 
whole  ram  received  by  the  Treasuiy  hi  dices  neU^ 
firom  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  a  aum  of  aboet  twentf 
thousand  dollars  only  appears  to  be  unpaid;  and  of 
this  sum  it  it  sUted  by  the  Treasuiy  there  are  bspei 
that  a  considerable  part  vrill  ba  eecured. 

A  very  large  part  of  the  addraes  ie  ooeapied  with 
obeervations  on  the  transactions  between  ths  Trsstvy 
and  the  Bank  of  Ed  waidsviUe.  This  beak  wss  oadc 
a  denository  of  public  money,  at  the  soUciutiea  ef 
Mr.  Edwarda  himself,  in  December,  1818.  It  stopped 
payment  in  September,  18S1,  owing,  st  ihit  tins,  a 

balance  to  Government  of  Ibrty-eix  thouesnd  tvo  hoa- 
dred  and  two  doUara  and  fbrtj-three  cents.  . 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  here  to  repssi  all  that  n 
said  on  that  subject,  in  the  address  sod  the  leevsr. 
The  address,  in  this  part  of  it,  sssas  to  bi*«  t«o 
objeets-HMie  to  clear  Mr.  Edwards  hSaamU  ^'^'^^ 
imputation  on  account  of  having  proeund  the  pwuc 
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depotitei  to  be  made  in  the  bank  originally,  and  to 
repel  the  lapposikion  that  he  had  been  the  loeanf  of 
cofltinaing  them  after  they  became  unsafe ;  the  other 
to  charge  the  Secretary  with  continuing  the  depositea 
iftrr  he  ought  to  have  been  alarmed  for  their  safety, 
lod  with  receiving  uncurrent  notei  from  the  bank 
ij^iflst  law ;  and  also  with  the  negligent  omiaaion  of 
proper  meana  to  coHect  the  debt  due  from  it  to  the 
Gorernoieot. 

It  appears  to  be  for  this  double  purpoae,  that  the 
iddras  allegea  that  in  1819  its  author  made  a  publi- 
cation, announcing  his  intention  to  withdraw  from  the 
bink  in  which  he  had  been  a  director,  and  no  longer 
to  be  considered  responsible  for  its  engagements ;  which 
pobGcation,  as  is  alleged,  was  transmitted  to  the  8ecre- 
tirr;  that  he  also  advised  the  Receiver  of  Public  Mon- 
fji  to  withhold  the  depositee  from  the  bank  until  he 
ihould  receive  further  orders  firom  the  Treasury ;  that 
the  Receiver,  thereupon,  wrote  to  the  Treasury,  enclos- 
ing Mr  Edwards's  publication,  and  (as  he  afterwards 
dedtred)  received  a  letter  from  the  8eeretary,  direct- 
ing bin  to  continue  the  depositee.    The  Secretary  has 
faid,  that  no  such  letter  ft-om  the  Receiver  was  on  file 
io  the  Department,  and  that  none  of  its  officers  had 
mj  recollection  of  such  a  letter ;  and,  moreover,  that 
there  was  no  record  of  any  answer.     The  address, 
notwithstanding  this  declaration,  aims  to  prove  that 
iflch  letter  was  written ;  aud,  among  other  arguments. 
Induces  the  fact  that  there  was,  about  this  time,  an 
Ktuil  suspension  of  deposites  at  the  bank ;  which  the 
•ddresa  attributes  to  the  caution  of  the  Receiver,  under 
the  adtlee  which  had  been  given  to  him.     To  this,  it 
is  aoswered  by  the  Secretary  that  this  suspension  was 
owing  to  the  negligence,  not  the  caution,  of  the  Re- 
ceiver ;  that  the  Receiver  was  directed  frequently  and 
npeatfdtj  to  continue  his  deposites,  and  to  make  them 
r^ularly  and  punctually— danger  then  being  appre- 
besded,  not  from  the  bank,  but  from  the  continuance 
ftHarge  sums  in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver. 
Without  entering  into  a  detail  of  all  the  facts  con- 
nected with  this  aabject,  it  seems  to  the  committee 
ihtt  there  b  no  doabt  that  Mr.  Edwards  did  make  a 
publication  (paper  C)  in  the  newspapers  in  1819,  as 
be  represents,  and  that  he  gave  such  advice  as  he 
^vpreseots,  to  the  Receiver.    But  there  is  no  evidence 
that  the  Receiver  communicated  it,  or  wrote  on  the 
iabject  of  It,  to  the  Secretary.     Indeed,  it  is  not  very 
pfobible  he  would  have  done  eo.    It  is  to  be  remem- 
^d  that  he  was  President  of  the  Bank,  as  well  as 
Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  and  he  would  hardly  ad- 
^tbe  Secretary' that  he,  as  Receiver,  could  not  repose 
confidence  in  the  Bank,  the  President  and  head  of 
ahicfa  he  was. 

The  committee  does  not  deem  it  at  all  material  to 
isqaire  wheUier  the  Secretary  received  or  saw  a  copy 
C'f  Mr.  Edwarda'a  publication.  There  is  nothing  in 
(hat  communication  which  should  have  alarmed  him 
^  the  safety  of  the  public  money  in  the  Edwardsville 
Btnk;  for,  although  Mr.  Edwards  announces  his 
ifitentioo  of  withdrawing  from  a  participation  in  the 
Section  of  it,  he  speaks  in  most  decided  terms  of  its 
fofrenry  mnd  safety.  While  the  committee  sees  no 
^<*K>n  to  believe  that  Mr.  Edwards  acted  with  any 
Impropriety  in  procuring  the  deposite  of  the  public 
sionej  in  that  bank,  or  in  regard  to  the  continuance 
of  luch  deposite,  it  perceives,  en  the  bther  hand,  no 
"tison  whatever  lor  supposing  that  the  Secretary  con- 
tinned  the  deposites  after  being  admonished  by  the 
^iver  that  they  were  unsafe.  On  the  contrary,  the 
^Qittee  thinks  the  correspondence  fully  shows  that 
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the  deposites  were  omitted  (or  thought  to  be  so)  through 
negligence  and  fiault ;  and  that,  in  enforcing  and 
insisting  on  them,  the  Secretary  was  governed  by  a 
proper  regard  for  the  security  of  the  public  funds.  The 
committee,  however,  would  take  this  occasion  to  ob- 
serve that,  in  their  opinion,  the  appointment  of  the 
Presidents  of  the  local  banks,  in  which  public  moneys 
are  deposited,  to  be  Receivers  of  the  Public  Moneys, 
to  be  deposited  in  the  same  bank,  is  injudicious ;  that 
it  has  happened  in  several  cases ;  and  that  inconveni- 
ence or  mischief  inay  not  be  unlikely  to  result  from 
such  a  practice. 

As  to  the  charge  of  receiving  uncurrent  notes  from 
this  bank  also,  contrary  to  law,  the  committee  thinks 
that  the  construction,  which  appears  to  have  been  con- 
tended for  by  the  bank,  and  acquiesced  in  by  thu  Sec- 
retary, of  the  ^rst  article  of  the  arrangement  between 
them,  ia  not  the  true  construction,  especially  if  noth- 
ing be  regaled  but  the  terms  of  the  contract.  The 
words  of  the  first  article  are,  **  that  the  public  moneys 
shall  be  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  as  cash." 
It  would  aeem  impossible  that  these  terms  could  mean 
any  thing  else  than  that,  for  the  amount  of  these  de- 
posites, the  bank*  should  become  directly  debtor  to  the 
United  States,  and  that  this  debt,  thus  assumed, 
should,  like  others,  be  legally  paid,  If  this  construc- 
tion, which  the  committee  has  given  to  the  contract, 
be  correct,  these  notes  were  illegally  received. 

The  Secretary's  view  of  the  case  appears,  however, 
to  have  been  different.  He  says  the  term  "  cash"  waa 
used  in  opposition  to  the  term  **  special  deposite,"  and 
was  not  intended  to  subject  the  bank  to  the  payment 
of  specie  for  notes  which  were  hot  convertible  into 
specie ;  and  that  it  was  not  understood  by  ejthCT  of 
the  parties,  that-  the  bank  was  responsible  for  the  cre- 
dit of  other  banks  whose  notes  were  deposited  in  iL 
The  correspondence  sufficiently  shows  that  the  bank 
expressed  the  same  opinion,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
connexion,  and  long  before  this  case  arose.  The  con- 
struction insisted  upon  was,  in  effect,  that  the  bank 
was  to  receive  such  bills  as  the  Receivers  had  lawfully 
taken,  and  wished  to  deposite ;  and,  as  these  would  be 
of  different  banks,  more  or  less  remote,  the  bank  should, 
for  the  compensation  which  it  received,  be  at  the  ex'- 
pense  of  collecting  them,  so  that  the  proceeds  might 
be  transferred,  without  farther  expense  or  trouble  on 
the  part  ol.the  Government,  to  the  order  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  but  that,  nevertheless,  if  any  such  bills  became 
discredited,  while  in  this  process  of  collection,  by  the 
failure  of  the  bank  which  issued  them,  the  loss  should 
fiiil  on  the  Government 

Although  the  committee  do  not  agree  to  the  con 
rectness  of  this  construction,  yet  they  see  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  Secretary  may  have  honestly  sup- 
posed that  the  banks  entered  into  the  arrangement 
with  this  understanding  of  its  meaning;  nor  any 
ground  to  believe  his  conduct,  in  this  respect,  to  have 
been  governed  by  any  improper  motive.  It  ought  to 
be  added,  that  the  Secretary  states  that  one  reason  for 
receiving  these  bills  from  the  Edwardsville  Bank  was, 
that  he  had  at  that  time  some  reason  to  apprehend  a 
want  of  punctuality  or  good  faith  on  the  part  of  that 
bank  itself. 

The  case  of  the  Bank  of  TomUgbee,  as  it  is  ex- 
plained in  the  Secretary's  answer,  does  not  call  for 
any  particular  observations.  It  is  not  unlike  that  of 
Edwardsville,  except  that,  in  the  former  case,  no  loss 
appears  to  have  occurred.  The  loss  in  the  case  of  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsville,  arising  from  the  receipt  of  un- 
current notes,  will  be  twenty  thousand  dollars ;  on- 
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less  it  should  tarn  out,  as  the  Secretary  says  he  is 
assured  it  will,  that  the  notes  will  yet  be  paid. 

The  committee  has  requested  of  the  Department  to 
be  informed  of  the  present  amount  due  to  the  United 
States  from  the  following  banks,  to  wit :  The  Branch 
Bank  of  Kentucky,  at  Louisville;  the  Huntsville 
Bank ;  the  Bank  of  Missouri ;  the  Bank  of  Vincennes; 
the  Bank  of  Bdwardsville ;  and  the  Farmers  and  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Cincinnati ;  and  of  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  those  banks ;  and,  whether  there  be 
reason  to  apprehend  loss  from  any  other  bank  in  which 
the  public  money  is  deposited. 

In  answer  to  this  request,  the  Secretary  has  com- 
municated a  statement  of  the  Treasurer,  giving  the 
information  required,  which  accompanies  this  report, 
marked  D. 

By  this  it  would  appear,  that  the  balance  now  doe 
the  Government  from  these  banks,  is  four  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  dollars 
and  sixty-three  cents« 

The  committee  has  no  particular  information  of  the 
measures  which  have  been  adopted  to  enforce  the  col- 
lection of  these  balances.  In  regard  to  some  of  them, 
as  has  already  appeared,  the  Secretary  ezpreases  a 
confident  hope  of  ultimate  payment ;  a  great  portion 
of  the  amount,  however,  may  be  conaidered  as  lost. 

The  amount  of  money  collected  on  account  of  in- 
ternal taxes,  and  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
mostly  the  latter,  since  1816,  is  stated  by  the  Secre- 
tary at  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars.  If  of  this  sum 
half  a  million  should  be  lost  by  means  of  the  failure  of 
the  banks  which  have  stopped  payment,  the  Iosb  would 
be  less  than  two  and  a  half  .per  cent  on  the  whole 
sum. 

Conaidering  the  great  and  violent  shock  which  cre- 
dit of  all  kinds  has  austained  within  this  period  in  the 
Western  States,  and  coojparing  this  amount  of  loss, 
if  it  should  eventually  happen,  with  that  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Sutes,  of  other  banks,  and  of  individu- 
als, arising  in  the  same  part  of  the  country,  from  sim- 
ilar causes,  the  committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  reault 
does  not  show  in  the  Treasury  Department  any  want 
either  of  fidelity  or  prudence  in  the  management  of 
the  public  funds. 

The  other  division  of  the  charge  contained  in  the 
Address,  relates  to  the  alleged  suppression,  or  with- 
holding of  papers  called  for  by  different  resolutions  of 
the  Houses  of  Congress. 

One  specification  under  this  head  is  that  relating  to 
the  correspondence  between  the  SecreUry  and  Mr. 
Stephenson,  the  President  of  the  Edwardsville  Bank. 
The  opinion  of  the  committee  on  that  subject  has  been 
already  given,  and  need  not  be  repeated. 

Another  relates  to  the  correspondence  with  the  sev- 
eral Western  banks  generally..  The  charge  is,  that 
material  parts  of  it  were  retained,  when  all  was  called 
for  by  the  House. 

the  firat  call  was  made  on  the  9th  of  January,  1822, 
and  was,  as  the  committee  think,  limited  in  tU  proper 
construction  to  a  requisition  for  the  correspondence 
relative  to  the  contracu  for  making  deposites.  lu  this 
way,  the  Secretary  says,  he  understood  it ;  but.  that 
he  did,  nevertheless,  transmit  letters  not  directly  em- 
braced by  tbe  resolution,  but  which,  he  thought^  were 
necessary  to  elucidate  the  subject 

The  next  resolution  was  on  the  12th  of  March,  in 
the  same  year,  and  the  only  correspondence  it  called 
for,  was  that  with  the  Missouri  Bank,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  that  this  was  not  aubstantially  com- 
plied with. 


A  third  call  was  made  in  the  same  yetr,  on  tbe 
8th  of  May,  requiring  the  correspondence  with  til  the 
banks  thst  bad  not  before  been  eommuaicated. 

I'he  committee  have  not  been  able  to  JiBcover,  ia 
the  very  voluminous  return  to  this  last  resolatioa,  aoj 
material  letters  not  before  communicated,  eicepi  t 
circular  iAstruction  to  tbe  Western  banki,  direeting 
them  to  note,  on  the  back  of  each  return  of  the  Trea- 
surer's account,  a  description  of  the  moneys  credited 
in  such  return,  and  tbe  amount  of  each,  according  to 
a  form  of  return  therein  given.  This  form  u  the  uqk 
with  that  in  which  the  return  referred  to  io  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's Address,  marked  £.,  ia  made  out  Tbiidi- 
cumstance  would  seem  to  give  a  greater  weight  to  the 
evidence  to  be  drawn  from  that  paper,  considering  it 
as  an  ofiicial  document  intended  for  the  Treasarj, 
under  the  agreement 

Another  charge  of  suppression,  incidentsllj  midc 
but  which  the  committee  deem  it  proper  to  notice, 
relates  to  a  report  made  by  tbe  SecreUry,  in  obedieoa 
to  a  resolution  of  tbe  House  of  the  3Ut  of  December, 
1819,  calling  for  such  information  as  he  possessed  ii 
relation  to  Uie  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United 
States.  On  this  point,  the  committee  addreved  u 
inquiry  to  the  Secretary,  and  received  Irom  him  the 
answer  annexed  to  this  report,  marked  E. 

Although  they  are  of  opinion  that  there  were  pipen 
in  the  Department  containing  information  called  fo 
by  the  resolution,  and  which  ought  to  have  beco  cm- 
municated,  yet,  judging  firom  the  atateraent  made  by 
the  Secretary,  in  his  answer,  connected  with  tbe  UA 
that  the  papers  in  question  were  communicated  to  tk 
Attorney  General,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  comoitiee 
that  the  omission  was  not  caused  by  a  destgo  to  screes 
the  person  implicated  from  punishment  or  blame. 

As  to  the  other  caaes  in  which  the  Secretary  is 
charged  in  the  Address,  with  having  suppressed  or 
withheld  papera  or  information  called  for  bj  thi 
Houses  of  Congress,  the  committee  is  of  opinion  (hsi. 
although  papers  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  reso- 
lution, or  call,  were  not,  in  some  instances,  commu- 
nicated, such  omissions  were  either  the  result  of  sea- 
dent,  or  of  a  belief,  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary,  or  of 
the  persons  necessarily  employed  by  him  on  such  oc- 
casions, that  the  papers  so  omitted  were  not  called 
for,  or  were  not  material ;  and  the  committee  hi.n 
seen  no  evidence  that  any  docUmeots  or  inibrfflatioa 
has  been  withheld  from  the  House,  from  the  operattoa 
of  any  improper  motive  or  design. 

Referring  to  what  has  been  said  in  the  introduc- 
tion to  thia  report,  and  repeating  that  3ir.  Edwanis 
has  not  had  an  opportunity  of  aiipportiog  his  chargee, 
by  bis  presence  and  testimony,  the  result  of  the  faiSi 
which  have  appeared  to  the  committee,  thus  hi,  is 
this  investigation,  and  of  their  dedactioos  from  thesL 
when  applied  to  the  recapitulation  of  charge%as  sutei 
at  the  end  of  the  Address,  i»— 

First.  That  the  evidence  referred  to,  and  examined, 
does  not  support  the  charge  of  having  mismanaged 
the  public  funds. 

Second.  That  the  uocurrent  notes,  msntiooed  ia 
the  second  charge,  appear,  by  evidence  satis&ctory  to 
the  committee,  to  have  been  received  and  deposited 
by  the  public  receivera,  at  a  time  when  tbsy  were  re- 
ceivable under  the  reaolution  of  Congress  of  1^1^* 
That,  in  the  principal  case,  that  of  the  Bank  of  ^^^ 
souri,  the  bank  did  not  make  itself  resposablfi  for 
such  notes  as  cash,  and  therefore  the  Secrels/7  ^^^ 
bound  to  receive  them  from  tbe  bank ;  that,  alib»agh 
the  banks  of  Tombigbee  and  Edwardsville  were  liable 
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to  iccoont  for  nich  deposttes  ai  ca«h»  if  the  construc- 
tion which  the  eommittee  gives  to  their  contracte  be 
correct,  yet,  that  both  the  Secretary  and  the  banke 
exprnscd  adiflerent  opinion  as  to  the  meaning  of  those 
cootncts,  aad  that  thii  Secretary,  in  receiTing  fifteen 
tboonnd  dollars  from  the  one,  and  twenty  thoasand 
dollars  from  the  other,  of  those  banks,  appears  to  have 
icted  according  to  what  he  supposed  to  be  the  rights 
of  (be  parties,  end  with  a  proper  regard  to  the  inter- 
«st  of  the  United  States,  under  the  circumstances 
which  then  existed. 

Third.  That  no  intentional  mbstatement  has  been 
Dade  to  the  Hoase,  of  the  amount  of  uncurrent  bills 
Kccired  from  the  banks ;  although  a  sum  of  two  hun- 
inA  and  eighty  dollars  of  such  bills  was  omitted 
throQgh  mistake. 

Foarth.  That,  although  the  Secretary  may  have 
ffliaeoDitraed  the  effect  of  some  of  the  contracts  with 
the  banks  to  the  extent  before  mentioned,  the  com- 
mittee find  no  grounds  for  the  charge  that  he  has  mis- 
nprtaented  them,  inasmuch  as  the  contracts '  them« 
ttlTes  were  submitted,  with  his  report,  to  the  House. 

FiiUi.  That  the  Secretary  did  omit  to  communicate 
to  Coflgrois  the  reasons  which  led  him  to  direct  the 
^polite  of  pubKc  moneys  in  the  three  local  banks  of 
Cliillieoihe,  Cincinnati,  and  Louisville,  where  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  had  branches,  but  there  is  no 
Moon  Ibr  supposing  that  any  concealment  was  in- 
tcaded,  or  that  the  omission  was  occasioned  by  de- 

Sixth.  That  in  some  instances,  papers  called  fot  by 
KMlmioM  of  the  House  have  not  been  comnranicated 
with  other  p>apers  sent  in  answer  to  such  calls,  but 
thit  theee  omissiona  have  happened  either  from  aoci- 
^ot,  or  from  a  belief  that  the  papers  so  omitted  were 
imoaterial  or  not  called  for;  and  that  there  is  no  evl- 
^nse  that  any  document  or  information  has  been 
withheld  from  improper  motives. 

Having  already  expressed  the  opinion  that  this  in- 
vcitigBtion  ought  not  to  be  terminated,  until  the  per- 
^  preferring  the  charges  shall  have  been  examined, 
^  regretting  the  circumstances  which  render  such 
tt  examination  impracticable  during  the  present,  sea- 
>»o  of  Congress,  end  thinking  that  Mr.  Edwards  may 
^  apscted  at  Washington  within  a  few  days,  the 
nonitttee  feel  it  their  duty  to  recommend  to  the 
Home  that  they  be  required  to  ait  after  the  adjourn- 
^^  Jbr  the  purpose  of  taking  bk  examination,  if  an 
ofportanity  shall  be  presented. 

B. 

^^vtditimt  proposed  by  ike  Seerelarjf  of  the  Treaewry 
to  iht  Bank  of  MUsowri^  for  the  future  employment 
^fihat  bonk  as  a  depository  of  public  moneys, 

l«t.  The  bank  will  reeeive  from  the  Receivers  of 
^c  Moneys,  and  others  having  mon^s  to  deposite 
OB  account  of  the  Treasurer,  the  paper  nif  such  banks 
*  pay  their  notes  in  specie  on  demand,  or  are  other- 
vise  in  good  credit,  and  whose  peper  is  in  circulation 
to  iu  ricinity,  a  list  of  which  banks  will  be  furnished 
^  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  will  credit 
^  atine  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  as 
^'  The  bank  may,  however,  discontinue  to  reeeive 
^  paper  of  any  of  the  said  banks ;  but,  in  such  case, 
it  will  giTe  immediate  notice  thereof  to  such  Receivers 
ttd  others,  who  usually  deposite  public  moneys  in  it ; 
u^  the  notes  of  any  such  banks,  which  may  have 
^n  received  by  them  before  such  notice,  shall  never- 
tUeiB  be  Uken  and  credited  by  the  Bank  of  Missouri 
ttciah. 


2d.  The  bank  shall  pay,  at  sight,  all  drafts  which 
the  Tressurer  of  the  United  States  may  draw  on  it ; 
and  it  shall,  from  time  to  time,  transfer  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  or  its  branches  at  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  or  New  Orleans, 
in  such  moneys  as  will  be  received  by  them  as  cash, 
the  excess  of  public  money  remaining  on  deposite, 
after  such  drafts  are  paid,  over  and  above  the  sum  of 
$160,000;  which  sum  of  $150,000  shall  remain  on 
deposits  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri  during  the  continu- 
ance of  this  arrangement,  and  shall  be  transferred  in 
like  manner  by  the  bank,  within  six  months  after  it 
shall  cease  to  be  employed  to  receive  the  public  mon- 
eys. It  is  agreed,  however,  that,  if  the  amount  re- 
ceived by  the  bank  shall  be  so  large  As  thst  the  ex- 
pense of  remittance  shall  exceed  the  benefit  of  the 
deposite,  the  sum  which  is  to  remain  on  deposite  in 
the  bank  shall  be  proportionably  increased. 

8d.  The  bank  shall  render  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
duplicate  weekly  returns  of  its  account  with  the  Trea- 
surer, and  shall  also  render  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  monthly  returns  of  the  state  of  its  affairs, 
which  latter  returns  shall  be  considered  confidential, 
and  will,  in  no  case,  be  made  public,  they  being  in- 
tended solely  to  aid  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
determining  on  the  propriety  of  continuing  or  discon- 
tinuing the  arrangement  with  the  bank. 

4th.  It  is  understood  that  if  the  moneys  deposited 
in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  under  this  arrangement,  can 
be  disbursed  at  the  bank,  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer 
shall  be  paid  at  sight,  notwithstanding  such  payments 
may  reduce  the  deposits  below  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  filty  thousand  dollars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant,  ' 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

TaxAsuBT  DxPAaTxxiTT,  JunSf  1819. 

Original  made  part  of  the  answer  of  the  bank,  in  a 
suit  instituted  by  the  United  States  against  it,  and 
filed  with  said  answer  in  the  clerk's  office. 

"  I  certify  that  the  foregoing,  with  the  exception  of 
the  memorandum,  is  a  copy  from  the  original  condi- 
tions proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  for  the  future  employment  of  that 
bank  as  a  depository  of  public  moneys." 

TUOS.  F.  RIDIHCK, 

Pres*t  Bank  of  Missouri, 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me.  May  34,  1824. 

DANIEL  RAPINE, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

C. 
WA8HiireTo:i,  May  24,  1824. 

Sib  s  I  have  received  your  note  of  this  day's  date, 
and  now  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  made  in  1819,  in  reference  to  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville,  in.  the  Edwardsville  SpecUtor  and  St. 
Louis  Inquirer,  and  from  the  former  copied  in  the  Illi- 
nois  Gaxette,  published  at  Shawneetown,  and  from 
which  last  mentioned  paper  the  enclosed  is  taken. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

DANIEL  P.  COOK. 

The  Hon.  Johv  Flotd. 

7BOX  THX  XnWABDSTILLI  SFECTATOB. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  St.  Louis  Inquirer.- 

GxBTLiMKN  :  The  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury having,  at  my  particular  application,  directed 
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certain  dfpoeitM  of  public  money  to  be  made  in  the 
Banks  of  Shawneetown  and  EdwardiTiIle,  I  feel  my- 
self called  upon,  by  the  repeated  pablicatioos  in  your 
paper  against  the  latter  bank,  to  make  the  following 
statements,  merely  for  my  own  justification,  without, 
however,  either  wishing  or  intending  to  engage  in  any 
further  controversy  upon  the  subject,  uuless  it  should 
become  necessary  to  support  the  facts  themselves, 
which  I  shall  state. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  original  intentfon  of 
those  who  had  been  most  active  in  procuring  the  in- 
corporation of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  I  did  sin- 
cerely believe,  at  the  time  it  was  about  to  be  put  into 
operation,  that  it  was  intended  to  be  conducted  with 
the  utmost  prudence  aud  honesty ;  and,  with  that  be- 
Uef|  I,  myself,  subscribed  for  one  hundred  shares.  I 
personally  knew  that  $30,000  had  been,  i^ctually,  and 
bona  fide,  paid  upon  the  stock  subscribed ;  and  the 
election  of  directors  was  a  fiirther  confirmation  to  me, 
that  nothiog  like  fraud  or  imposition  waa  contem- 
plated. 

The  gentlemen  chosen,  as  directors,  were — 

1.  Col.  Benjamin  Stopheoson,  formerly  Delegate  in 
Congress ;  then,  and  now,  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys 
in  the  Land  Office  at  this  place. 

3.  William  Kinney,  £sq.,  a  Senator  in  our  State 
Legislature. 

3.  Abraham  Prickett,  IQsq.,  a  member  of  our  House 
of  Representatives. 

4.  Joseph  Conway,  Bs^.,  Clerk  of  the  Snperior 
Court. 

5.  Doctor  Joseph  Bowers,  a  gentleman  of  the  first 
respectability,  and  highly  distinguished  for  his  profes- 
sional abilities. 

6.  Mr.  Robert  Pogue,  a  respecuble  merchant  of  this 
place. 

7.  T.  W.  Smith,  Esq.,  with  whom  I  had  no  previ- 
ous ftcqualntanoe,  but  in  favor  of  whose  character  I 
have  seen  the  most  flattering  and  pointed  testimonials 
from  members  of  Congress,  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  several  other  gentlemen  of  the  first 
lespectability  in  the  State  and  city  of  New  York. 

8.  Major  Robert  Latham,  whom  I  had  known  from 
infancy  to  manhood,  and  against  whose  honor  I  had 
never  heard  the  slightest  insinuation ;  and 

9.  Myself. 

Reposiog  that  confidenee  in  a  board  composed  of 
those  gentlemen  which  their  individual  characters  did 
justify,  I  felt  myself  warranted  in  giving  it,  as  my 
opinion,  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
that  the  public  deposites  could  be  as  safely  confided  to 
them  as  to  the  directors  of  any  other  institution  what- 
ever ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  Mr.  Crawford,  who 
has  been  regularly  informed,  and  is  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  general  eonduct  of  the  boardt  has 
had  no  reason  to  baltcve  that  my  confidenee  waa  mie- 
placed. 

To  say  nothing  of  the  three  last  named  directors, 
whose  residence  among  us  is  of  more  recent  date,  the 
five  first  named,  who,  in  my  absence,  constituted  five- 
eighths  of  the  board,  are  generally  and  well  known ; 
and  I  haaard  nothing  in  stating  that  there  is  net  one 
man  of  respectability  in  this  State,  that  knows  them, 
who  will  deny  that  their  characters  forbid  the  belief 
that  they  could  so  far  degrade  themselves  as  to  become 
the  wicked  accomplices  or  willing  instruments  of  ef- 
fecting the  fraudulent  designs,  that,  by  its  enemies, 
have  been  imputed  to  the  bank.  The  personal  inter- 
ests of  the  directors  could  have  affi»rded  no  such  temp-  I 
tation  i  for  the  accommodation  that  any  of  them  have  I 


asked,  or  received,  has  been  very  moderate ;  and  it  ii 
a  fact  that  the  President,  and  several  of  them,  han 
never  yet  borrowed  a  cent  from  the  bank. 

As  to  General  Payne,  who  subecribed  for  a  gmler 
amount  of  stock  than  any  other  indtvidnal,  sod  who 
has  been  so  frequently  alluded  to  in  the  pvh&ttioof 
against  the  bank,  I  can  only  say  that  he  has  siufonily 
stated  to  me  that  his  object  in  pardiastng  tke  iiock 
was  to  set  apart  a  fund,  and  to  obtain  Csdlitics  Iw  the 
payment  of  public  lands,  which  he  then  had  pordkiitd, 
and  thereafter  intended  to  purchaae;  and  asliriil 
am  informed,  hia  conduct  has  corresponded  wiik  kii 
professions ;  for,  while  he  has  ncommended  tlis  «• 
most  caution  and  circumspection  in  the  maaagesMSt 
of  the^iank,  neither  he,  nor  any  of  hiseonnexioat,  hn 
ever  obtained  a  loan  from  it. 

But,  whatever  may  have  been  the  objects  of  sDjsae 
or  more  gentlemen,  it  is  certain  that  the  bank  hs«  ben 
managed  with  such  caution  and  discretion  thti  I  ts 
convinced  it  could  have  nothing  to  feaf  from  a  con- 
parison  of  its  situation  with  that  of  nay  other  bssk  a 
the  United  States;  and  so  far  from  '*strQggling,"H 
you  suppose  it  to  be»  ''in  the  last  ngooies  of  dettL" 
I  pledge  my  honor  that  the  amount  of  specie  in  is 
vaults  exceeds,  by  several  thousand  dollars,  twice  Uk 
amoont  of  its  notes  in  eircQhition ;  and  thst  it  is  liik 
to  pay,  at  a  moment's  warning,  the  whole  amoantii 
owes  the  Government;  which  statement  itwoeMbe 
folly  for  me  thus  putdkly  to  make,  if  i|  were  not  tnt, 
bees  use  I  well  know  the  Secretsiy  of  the  TreaiBi; 
possesses  the  means  of  detecting  mad  ezpoiiiif  ibt 
error  which  it  might  contain. 

My  olject,  however,  in  this  addreea,  is  not  to  lap' 
port  the  future  credit  of  the  bank,  but  merely  to  ihw 
the  grounds  upon  which  myiacomraendationof  itvn 
predicated ;  its  present  condition ;  and  that  the  expec* 
lationa  which  I  aathoriaed,  have,  ao  for,  been  an* 
pletely  fulfilled. 

For,  notwithstanding  I  do  verily  believe  that  nsitkef 
the  Government,  nor  any  individual,  is  in  danger  ef 
being  intentionally  imposied  upon  by  the  baak,toli)ef 
aa  it  continues  under  the  control  of  its  pireseot  diiec- 
tors;,  yet,  intending  to  be  abeent  from  tlfs  Slate;  ud 
conaideriog  the  diaaatrons  preesmra  of  the  preeest 
times;  the  hostility  which  the  bank  has  to  encounter; 
and  particttlarly  the  oppoaition  of  ganHemeo  in  tbie 
State,  high  in  office,  who  have  been  mxtnmtij  aaxioiis 
to  get  other  banks  into  operation,  with  the  aid  of  "lbr> 
eign  capital,"  as  it  is  termed,  I  haTe  detsmissd  to 
resign  my  seat  in  the  directory,  and  to  withdraw  from 
all  future  responsibility  of  any  kind  whatever,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  or  any  other  bank,  without  making  asj 
further  unsupported  effort  to  retain  any  portion  of  tbe 
public  deposites  in  this  Stale — cleaving  it  to  the  dim- 
tors  to  maintain  thair  credit  by  their  own  good  cai- 
duct,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaenry  to  ja4r 
for  himself  upon  the  veturns  he  le^aires  how  far  it 
may  be  prudent  to  trust  them. 

I  will  only  add,  that  in  the  aupport  vrhich  I  have 
heretofore  given  to  the  Banks  of  Shawneetown  and  Ed- 
wardsville, I  have  been  wholly  uninfinenosd  bj  ai^ 
motives  of  pecuniary  intereet ;  and  that  I  oevsr  bate 
applied  for  or  obtained  a  loan  from  either;  nor  am  I 
under  any  kind  of  obligationa  to  them. 
Very  reapeetfully,  I  am,  dtc,  dec* 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

EnwAansTiUB^  Sept.  13,  1819. 

D. 
TaaxsraT  BxYAaTxsirr,  Jfoy  12>  1^< 

In  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Honorable  Mr.  f^^ 
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duinaan  of  a  select  oommittee  of  the  Home  of  Repre- 
MDtttiTc^,  of  the  Ist  instant,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tieaiorj  has  the  honor  to  transmit  the  accompanying 
atitement  from  the  Treasury,  showing  tho  balances  at 
the  credit  of  that  officer,  in  the  banks  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Floyd's  letter. 

Bj  this  statement,  it  appears  that  the  Branch  Bank 
of  Kentucky,  at  Louisville,  owes  nothing  to  the  Trea- 
sorj;  the  debt  lately  doe  by  that  institution  having 
been  entirely  discharged  in  August  last 

Of  the  present  condition  of  the  oth^  banks  men- 
tiooed  bj  Mr.  Floyd,  the  Secretary  is  not  snfficiently 
inibrmed  to  offer  any  opinion.  As  far,  however,  as 
rdttei  to  the  debts  due  by  them,  respectively,  to  the 
Treisary,  he  has  the  honor  to  state : 

1.  That  the  debt  due  by  the  Planters  and  Mer- 
ehaots'  Bank,  at  Huntaville,  is  considered  safe,  and  is 
in  a  coarse  of  payment — ^having  been  reduced,  aince 
the  report  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  the  Ulh  of  February,  182S,  from  $64,044  to  $46,- 
1C7  11. 

1  That  the  debt  due  by  the  Bank  of  Missouri  is 
alio  considered  safe,  having  been  secured  in  a  manner 
acknowledged  by  persons  competent  to  judge  on  the 
mtiject,  to  be  satlsfiiclory ;  and,  moreover,  that  some 
portion  of  it  is  understood  to  have  been  already  paid 
to  the  agent. 

3.  That  the  debt  of  the  Bank  of  Yincennea  was 
heretofore  supposed  to  have  been  secured  ;  but,  that 
some  doubts  have  since  arisen,  both  as  to  the  validity 
and  the  value  of  part  of  the  security ;  and  that,  aK 
thoogh  DO  correct  opinion  can  now  be  formed  on  the 
aohject,  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  a  loss  will  be 
oventnaliy  sustained  by  the  United  States.  To  what 
extent  this  may  be  the  case,  cannot  at  present  be  esti- 
mated :  but  measures  will  be  taken  to  guard  the  intei^ 
c»t»  of  the  Treasury  as  far  as  practicable. 

4.  That  the  Bank  of  Edvrardsville,  and  the  Farmers 
tod  Medianics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  having  failed  to 
&ake  any  proviuon  by  security  or  otherwise,  for  the 
p^ment  of  the  debts  due  by  them  to  the  United  States, 
saiti have  been  instituted  against  them.  In  these  cases, 
aln,  aoaie  loss  is  expected,  though  no  correct  opinion 
can  now  be  formed  as  to  the  extent. 

The  Secretary  has  no  reason  to  apprehend  loss  from 
any  other  bank  in  vrhich  the  public  money  is  deposited. 

The  Hon.  Jobx  Flots,  Esq. 
ChMrman  of  the  Select  Committee* 

Behneee  0i  the  credit  of  the  Treaawrer  of  the  UniUd 
States,  in  the  following  banks,  Mtty  8,  1834. 

Branch  of  Kentucky,  Louisville      •        -      None.* 
I^tenand  Merchants' Bank,  HuntsvUle  $45,167  11 

Buk  of  Missouri 168,956  87 

BaakofVincennes  ....  168,611  84 
Bank  of  Edwardsville  ...  -  46,978  00 
ftnaers  and  Mechanics',  Chicmnati       •    30,S13  01 

$440,830,68 


THOMAS  T.  TUCKER, 

Dreaswer  of  the  United  States. 

«  The  baUaca  was  810.943  88»  which  wss  drawn  for  by  bill  No. 
J^i  in  Aususi  1^3,  and  credited  Bxanch  of  the  United  States 
«ak,  Loulsyllle,Bao)e  month. 

E. 

TasAsirBr  DsrAvrxiirT,  March  30,  1834. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Trsasury  has  had  the  honor  to 
"c«ivs  the  letter  addiessed  to  him,  on  the  13tb  in- 


stant, by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Livingston,  on  behalf  of  a  se- 
lect committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

As  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  D.  B.  Mitchell,  to 
which  the  Committee  refers,  though  relating  partly  to 
public  transactions,  was  unofficial ;  it  was  not  placed 
on  record  in  the  Treasury  Department.  And,  on  ex- 
amination, it  appears  that  only  two  of  the  letters  in- 
cluded in  it  have  been  preserved.  These  are  Mr. 
Mitchell's  letters  of  the  19th  of  February,  and  28th  of 
April,  1818;  the  former  of  which  has  been  found  on 
the  files  of  the  Department,  and  the  latter  among  the 
private  papers  of  the  Secretary.  They  are  both  trans- 
mitted herewith. 

To  explain  the  circumstance  of  public  matters  being 
introduced  into  an  unofficial  correspondence  between 
two  public  officers,  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  Mr. 
Mitchell,  having  been  Governor  of  Georgia,  and  hav- 
ing for  many  years  taken  an  active  part  in  the  public 
aiuirs  of  that  State,  had  long  been  personally  Wq)1 
knowa  to  the  Secretary ;  and  that  during  the  Secre- 
tary's residence  at  Washington,  though  his  own  duties 
leA  him  but  little  leisure  for  private  correspondence, 
Mr.  Michell  had  been  in  the  habit  of  writing  to  him 
freely  and  frequently ;  introducing  into  his  let  ters,  as  may 
naturally  be  supposed  from  the  former  and  actual  situa- 
tion of  the  parties,  a  variety  of  topics,  both  of  a  public 
and  local  character.  It  is,  also,  to  be  observed,  that  al- 
though Mr.  Mitchell,  as  Indian  agent,  was  not  preclu- 
ded ^om  any  official  correspondence  with  the  Secretsry 
of  the  IVeasury,  yet,  as  it  was  the  War  Department  to 
which,  under  die  President,  he  was  officially  account- 
able, it  was  to  that  Department  that  his  communica- 
tions, in  relation  to  his  public  duties,  were  properly  to 
be  addressed.  And  it  appears  by  a  publication,^ which 
has  been  since  made  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  that,  on  the  3d 
and  18th  of  February,  1&18,  he  communicated  offici- 
ally to  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  same  information,  in 
substauce,  respecting  his  conduct  in  relation  to  the 
Africans,  as  was  contained  in  his  private  letter  of  the 
19th  of  February,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

An  examination  of  Mr.  Mitehelrs  letters,  of  the  19th 
of  February,  and  28th  of  April,  will  show  that  they 
were  not  merely  unoffidal,  but  in  part  at  least,  pri- 
vate and  confidential.  The  letter  of  the  26th  of  De- 
cember, 1817,  which  is  the  only  other  letter  of  Mr. 
Mitchell  required  by  the  committee,  is  believed  to  have 
been  of  the  same  character;  but  in  what  degree,  is  not 
now  recollected. 

Although  it  was  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  have  taken  official  cognitance 
of  the  subject  of  Mr.  Mitcheirs  letter,  of  the  25th  of 
December,  even  if  the  letter  had  been  official,  yet  be 
submitted  it  to  the  President :  and,  as  the  circumstan- 
ces communicated  in  it  appeared  to  show  a  defect  in 
the  existing  laws  on  the  subject,  he  submitted  it,  also, 
to  a  oommittee  of  the  Senate,  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  fur- 
ther provisions  by  law  for  preventing  the  introduction 
of  slaves.  Whether  the  letter  was  returned  to  the 
Secretary  by  that  committee,  or  what  disposition  was 
finally  made  of  it,  he  is  now  unable  to  state.  He  haa 
written,  however,  to  Mr.  Roberts,  who  was  chahrman 
of  that  committee,  for  such  information  as  he  cun  fur- 
nish :  and  when  the  answer  is  received  it  shall  be  com- 
mnnicated  to  the  oommittee. 

The  additional  circumstances  disclosed  in  Mr.  Mltch- 
ell's  letter  of  the  19th  of  February,  induced  tho  Sec- 
retary to  aubmit  it  to  the  Attorney  General;  and 
while  it  was  before  him,  the  letter  of  the  Collector  of 
Darien,  of  the  9th  of  March,  1818,  containing  his 
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official  report  of  the  seizure  of  the  Africent  wae  re-  | 
ceivedi  and  waa  alio  aabmitted  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral. As  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  re- 
commended that  the  caae  should  be  left  to  the  decision 
of  the  Courts,  before  which  it  waa  then  supposed  to 
be  pending,  the  Secretary  informed  Mr.  Mitchell  of 
the  fact>;  presuming  that,  aa  far  as  the  Secretary 
w«a  concerned,  the  afiair  was  then  terminated ;  as, 
indeed,  it  soon  after  waa,  by  the  delivery  of  the  Afri- 
cans to  the  Executive  authority  of  Georgia.  As  this 
letter  was  written  in  answer  to  unofficial  letters,  and, 
probably,  contained  allusions  to  some  of  the  private 
matters  noticed  in  thoee  letters,  it  waa  not  made  offi- 
cial ;  and,  oonaequently,  was  not  placed  on  the  rec- 
ords of  the  Treasury  BepartmenL  Copies  of  unofficial 
letters  are  rarely  retained  by  the  Secretary  ;  and,  of 
thia  letter,  none  was  taken. 

The  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  however, 
was  filed  in  the  Department ;  and,  it  appears,  that 
with  it  were  filed  the  papers  upon  which  the  opinion 
waa  founded,  vis :  Mr.  Mitchell's  letter  of  the  19th 
of  February,  and  the  letter  of  the  Collector  of  Darien 
of  the  9th  of  March. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  owing  to  the 
circumstance  of  these  papers  having  been  filed  with  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  that  the  letter  of  the 
Collector  of  Darien  waa  overlooked  when  the  papers 
were  collected  to  be  transmitted  under  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Slat  of  De- 
cember, 1819.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  endortementa 
made  on  the  original  resolution  [which  is  herewith 
transmitted,]  by  the  Secretary  and  Mr.  Jones,  the 
Chief  Clerk  of  the  Department,  that  the  duty  of  col- 
lecting the  papers  called  for  by  the  resolution  was 
assigned  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Chief  Clerk,  and  was 
performed  by  him.  And,  by  the  interlineation  in  his 
handwriting  in  the  original  rough  draught  of  the  Secre 
tarj's  report,  under  that  resolution,  [which  is  here- 
with transmitted,]  it  will  be  acen  that  the  report  paae- 
ed  through  his  hands  from  the  Secretary  to  the  House. 
From  the  lapse  of  time,  that  gentleman  is  not  now 
able  to  explain  why  the  Collector's  letter,  of  the  9th 
of  March,  was  not  transmitted  with  other  letters  ;  but 
the  probability  is»  that,  in  collecting  the  papers  re- 
quired, his  examination  was  confined  to  the  files  of 
the  several  ooUectora  and  officers  of  the  customs,  with- 
out recollecting  that  this  letter  of  the  Collector,  and 
Mr.  Mitcheirs  letter  of  the  19th  of  February,  had  been 
put  up  with  the  Attorney  General's  opinion,  and  placed 
with  it  on  the  file  aet  apart  for  that  officer's  comma* 
nications.  The  originals,  of  the  opinion  and  of  thoee 
papers,  with  the  endorsements  made  on  them  at  the 
time,  are  now  transmitted  in  the  same  atate  as  that 
in  which  they  were  filed  ;  and,  it  ii  believed,  that  their 
appearance  affords  intrinsic  evidence  that  they  were  so 
filed. 

The  papers  herewith  transmitted,  include  all  the 
correspondence  in  the  possession  of  the  Secretary,  or 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  having  relation  to  the 
subject  of  the  letters  required  by  the  committee,  not 
heretofore  communicated  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives' 

It  haa  been  insinuated  by  Mr.  Edwards  that  these 
letters  were  withheld  by  the  Secretary,  in  violation  of 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
31st  December,  1819,  for  the  purpose  of  screening  Mr. 
Mitchell.  The  charge,  however,  is  contradicted  by 
the  facta ;  and  particularly  by  the  facts  upon  which  it 
purporta  to  be  founded.  The  letter  of  the  Collector  of 
Darien,  of  the  I^th  of  March,  which  was  communi- 


cated under  that  resolution,  and  to  which,  aa  well  as 
the  other  papera,  communicated  by  the  Secretary  on 
the  11th  of  January,  1820,  the  committee  is  respect- 
fully referred,  begins  thus :  **  I  bad  the  honor  to  ad> 
droits  you  per  last  mail,  and  to  endoee  to  yon  papers 
respecting  forty-seven  African  negroes,  taken  by  the 
Surveyor  of  Darien,  from  one  Jared  £.  Groce,  on  their 
way  to  the  Alabama  Territory,  through  the  Indian 
nation,  and  forty-one  othera  at  the  Creek  agcncj,  from 
the  negro  houaes  of  the  agent  for  Indian  •SunJ' 
Here,  then,  ia  a  diacloaure  of  the  very  fact,  which,  if 
the  Secretary's  design  was  to  acreea  Mr.  MitchetU  it 
waa  fatal  to  disclose,  viz :  that  a  large  Dumher  of  AM- 
cans,  who  had  been  illicitly  introduced^  had  been 
aeized,  not  onlv  at  Mr.  Mitchell*a  residence,  and  at  the 
seat  of  hii  authority ,  but  in  hia  own  negro  boosea.  It 
wttl  be  aeen  by  the  committee,  that  the  Collector'i 
letter  of  the  9th,  though  it  eontaina  the  details  of  the 
aeizure,  does  not  more  strongly  implicate  Mr.  Hitchdl 
than  he  is  implicated  by  this  disclosure.  Bat,  what- 
ever may  be  the  purport  and  l>earing  of  the  tetter  of 
the  9th,  that  letter  ia  particularly  pointed  to  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  I4th,  as  containing  papera  respecting  the  sci- 
aure  of  those  negroes.  And,  if  there  had  been  a  de- 
sign to  suppress  the  letter  of  the  9th,  it  was  neccsaaiy 
to  its  success  that  this  Deference  to  a  letter  whick 
would  have  defeated  the  design,  should  also  have  beea 
suppressed.  But,  upon  what  principles  that  govern 
human  conduct  can  the  design  of  favoring  Mr.  Mitck- 
ell,  at  the  expense  even  of  honor  and  of  doty,  be  re- 
conciled with  the  auppreasion  of  papers  that  tended  t» 
his  justification  1  For  it  will  be  aeen  by  the  comma- 
tee  that  Mr.  Mitcheirs  letters,  which  the  Secretaij 
haa  been  charged  with  concealing  and  withholding} 
repreaent  hia  conduct  in  the  tranaaction  referred  to  »s 
that  of  a  vigilant,  intelligent,  and  faithful  public  officer. 
And,  it  is  believed  that,  if  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Mr. 
Mitchell  were  to  be  determined  on  no  other  grounds 
than  those  afforded  by  the  communications  made  to 
the  Secretary  b^  the  Collector  of  Darien  and  himself, 
all  of  which  (with  the  exception  of  the  letter  of  the 
25th  of  December)  are  now  before  the  committee,  Mr. 
Mitchell  would  be  free  from  suspicion.  8o  iar,  then, 
from  having  been  improperly  influenced  by  any  sen- 
timent of  partiality  towaids  Mr.  Mitchell,  in  withhoid- 
ing  these  papers,  it  is  believed  that  if  any  error  has 
been  committed  by  the  Secretary  in  relation  to  them, 
it  is  on  the  other  side.  If,  on  the  one  hand,  the  let- 
ters of  the  Collector  inculpate  Mr.  Mitchell,  so,  on  the 
other  hand,  his  own  letters  justify  him ;  and,  tbongh 
one  letter  of  the  Collector  waa  omitted  to  be  eommn- 
nicated  to  the  House,  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  all  the 
letters  of  Mr.  Mitchell  were  omitted.  So  that,  as  &r 
aa  Mr.  Mitchell  was  concerned,  the  charge  was  pre- 
sented without  the  justification. 

It  is  believed  that,  while  the  cireumstances  ataiedtn 
this  communication  explain  satisfactorily  the  reasons 
why  the  correspondence  referred  to  by  the  committee 
was  not  laid  before  the  House,  under  the  resolntioo  of 
the  3Ut  December,  1819,  it  is  demonstrated  by  tbe 
communications  made  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Presi- 
dent, to  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  to  the  Attorney 
General,  and  to  the  House  itaelf,  that  there  has  been 
no  wish  nor  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  to 
withhold  from  the  proper  authorities  any  informatioo* 
whether  made  known  to  him  officially  or  unofficiailj, 
of  the  violation  of  the  law,  in  the  case  alluded  to,  or  of 
Mr.  Mitchell'a  conduct  in  the  transaction. 

F. 
Thomas  F.  Riddick,  President  of  the  Bank  of 


ms 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2734 


Vf  AT,  1824. 


Amwt  of  thd  Secfdary  of  the  Treantry. 


H.  or  It* 


K>iiri,  htving  been  called  on  by  the  oommittee  of  in- 
restigation,  on  the  AddreM  of  Ninien  Edwardt,  to 
itate  whether  or  not  it  it  known  to  him  that  the  sum 
>f  $138,179,  paid  by  the  Bank  of  Miwonri  to  the 
rreaaary  of  the  United  Statee,  in  bills  of  eertain  banks, 
was  received  by  the  bank  on  public  account,  prior  to 
he  arrangement  made  by  the* Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
iry  with  said  bank,  by  which  the  bank  became  bound 
o  pay  in  specie  or  its  equivalent — 

Answers :  That  it  is  known  to  him  that  the  bank 
lid  receive  all  the  notes  transferred  by  said  bank  to 
he  Treasury,  amounting  to  9188,179,  from  the  sev- 
iral  recerrers  of  public  moneys,  prior  to  the  9th  of 
iagast,  1819,  the  day  when  the  bank  became,  for  the 
int  time,  bound  to  pay  cash  for  all  deposifes  on  public 
lecount,  made  after  that  date. 

Thomas  F.  Riddick  further  states,  that  he  was 
elected  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri  when  the 
»ank  first  commenced  its  operations,  and  has  con- 
inaed,  until  this  day,  either  as  director  or  president ; 
hat  he  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  the  direc- 
ion  of  said  bank  ;  and  that  all  its  affairs  and  business 
las  passed  under  his  immediate  inspection ;  that  the 
Miper  marked  E,  accompanying  Mr.  Edwards's  Ad- 
Iress,  is  a  copy  from  a  memorandum  kept  by  John 
Dales,  former  cashier,  in  hb  lifetime,  for  the  purpose 
>f  ihowing  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
imoont  received  by  the  bank  in  funds  at  par,  and  the 
iffiount  received  in  notes  under  par,  that,  on  final  set- 
icment,  the  bank  might  pay  in  kind,  according  to  its 
receipts. 

That  the  Bank  of  Missouri  difl  transfer,  in  Eastern 
fands,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  iu  branch- 
es, neu  $450,000;  which  funds  wrre  worth  four  per 
cent  premium  to  the  bank ;  and  he  believes  that  the 
price  of  good  bills  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  was  at  that 
time  four  per  cent,  and  upwards — a  part  of  the  time 
IB  high  as  six.  These  funds  were  transferred,  on 
ilrafts  issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Sutes, 
for  the  use  of  the  Treasury. 

He  farther  states,  that  a  part  of  the  balance  due  by 
the  Bank  of  Missouri  to  the  United  States  has  already 
been  paid,  and  that  the  remainder  is  in  a  course  of 
payment;  and  he  verily  believes  the  ultimate  payment 
to  be  well  secured. 

THOMAS  F.  RIDDICK. 

S^orn  and  subscribed  before  me,  May  24,  1824. 

DANIEL  «RAPIN£, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 

ANSWER 

Of  /ie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  (he  Address  of 

Ninian  Edwards, 

TsBAsvKT  DxPABTMBiTTy  May  8, 1824. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  had  the  honor  to 
receive  the  letter  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Floyd,  chairman 
of  a  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
dated  on  the  S8th  ultimo,  transmitting  the  *•  Address 
of  Ninian  Edwards,"  and  eipressing  the  readiness  of 
the  committee  to  receive  any  communication  which 
the  Secretary  may  think  proper  to  make,  in  reference 
to  the  same,  and  he  now  submits  the  following  remarks 
in  answer  to  the  accusations  contained  in  that  address : 

But,  before  be  enters  upon  an  examination  of  the 
subject  of  the  <•  address,"  be  thinks  it  due  to  himself 
to  disclaim  the  imputation  of  having  tsken  advantage 
of  the  moment  of  Mr.  Edwards's  departure  to  arraign 
the  testimony  which  had  been  givea  by  him  before  a 


former  select  committee  of  the  House.  As  the  Secre* 
tary  had  no  recollection  of  the  communication  to 
which  that  testimony  referred,  and  as  they  were  not 
on  record  in  the  Treasury  Department,  he  considered 
himself  bound  to  state  the  fact;  and  the  occasion 
wbich  was  presented  by  the  transmission  to  the  Houflfe 
of  other  paper  relating  to  the  same  subject,  appeared 
a  suitable  one  for  making  the  statement.  The  term* 
In  which  it  was  made,  will. show  that  no  disrespect 
toward  Mr.  Edwards  was  intended.  And,  if  the  ocoa* 
sion  was  not  esriier  presented,  the  delay,  so  far  from 
being  caused  or  sought  by  the  Secretary,  was  produced 
by  circumstanoee  beyond  his  control.  For  reasons 
stated  to  the  House  at  the  last  session,  the  pftpem 
could  not  then  be  transmitted  ;  and,  although  consid- 
erable exertion  was  used,  it  was  not  until  the  day  oa 
which  they  were  sent  to  the  House,  that  the  prepara* 
tion  of  them  was  completed. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary,  in  this  communication^ 
to  recapitulate  the  injurious  allegations  contained  in 
the  **  Address."  The  lateness  of  the  session  requires 
despatch  ;  and  this  answer  shall  be  brief  and  explicit. 

The  first  chsrge  to  be  noticed  relates  to  two  letters 
which  Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  testimony  before  the  com- 
mittee, on  the  13th  of  February,  ul23,  had  stated  to 
have  passed  between  the  Receiverof  Public  Moneys 
at  Edwardsvitle,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  which,  not  having  been  oommunicated  to  the 
House  under  the  resolutions  of  the  9th  January,  1829» 
and  ISth  March,  1882,  agreeably  to  Mr.  Edwarda*a 
alleged  expectation,  and  which  the  Secretary,  having 
staled  to  be  neither  on  file^  nor  on  reoord  in  the  Depart- 
ment, nor  to  be  recollected  by  himself  or  his  officers, 
he  is  accused  of  having  suppressed  or  denied. 

As  the  resolutions  mnder  wbich  it  is  alleged  that 
these  letters  should  have  been  com niunicatedf  call  only 
for  the  correspondence  between  certain  **  banks"  and 
the  Secretary,  it  is  unnecessary  to  explain  why,  among 
the  letters  which  were  communicated,  any  correspon- 
dence between  a  **  Receiver"  and  the  Secretary  was 
not  to  be  found.  Nor  is  it  easy  to  imagine  how  any 
one,  informed  of  the  tenor  of  those  resolutions,  should 
have  entertained  the  expectation  of  seeing  the  letten 
in  question  among  the  papers  which  were  transmitted. 

The  blame  of  not  having  communicated  these  sap- 
posed  letters,  hsving  been  thus  easily  removed,  by  re- 
ferring to  the  terms  of  the  resolutions  liiemselves, 
which  show  that  no  such  letters  were  called  for,  the 
next  question  is,  whether  such  letters  ever  passed  be- 
tween the  parties.* 

In  the  absence  of  all  direct  testimony  in  support  of 
his  assertion,  Mr.  Edwards  has  resorted  to  probabili- 
ties, and  has  endeavored  to  infer  a  confirmation  or  cor- 
roboration in  ite  favor,  from  drcumstsnces  that  are 
susceptible  of  no  such  interpretation.  That  which  be 
chiefly  relies  upon  is  the  omission  of  the  Receiver  at 
Edwardsville  to  make  his  depositee  in  the  Edwsrdsville 
bank,  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1819,  which,  he  states, 
was  in  consequence  of  his  publication  and  advice; 
and,  he  asks  whether  it  is  to  be  believed  that  the  Re- 
ceiver would  have  withheld  the  deposites,  contrary  to 
the  Secretary's  orders,  without  giving  him  a  reason ; 
and  whether,  if  he  had  done  so,  the  Secretary  would 
not  have  called  him  to  account. 


*  Two  facts  must  have  occurred,  if  these  communtcatloas  were 
made,  to  account  for  the  leu«r  of  the  Receiver  nut  laeing  on  file, 
and  for  the  Secreury's  answer  not  being  on  record,  or  aa>ong  the 
rough  drauglits:  Ist.  Thattiie  letter  itself  has  been  lost;  'id.  That 
ibe  answer  was  nut  copied.  Ttiough  the  concurrence  uf  these  t^o 
facts  is  possible,  it  is  highly  Improoable. 
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H.  or  R. 


An9fDtT  of  the  Secretary  of  ike  Trecumrp. 


Mat,  1834. 


The  means  exitt,  in  the  monthly  reiurne  of  the  Re- 1 
ceiver,  and  the  correspondence  between  him  and  the 
^Secretary,  on  reoord  in  the  Department,  by  the  aid  of 
which  thia  may  be  inveetigated.     Copiea  of  these  pa- 
|>en  are  herewith  transmitted. 

%y  these  it  will  be  seen  that  the  first  instruciione 
^▼en  to  the  Reoeiyer  to  make  his  depoeitesin  the  Bank 
'of  Edwardsvillc,  were  of  the  31at  December,  1818; 
that,  in  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  he  made  his 
&ni  deposite  in  that  bank  on  the  28th  February,  1819 ; 
of  $12,000,  at  whicii  time  he  retained  in  his  posscs- 
«ioil^  a  balance  of  $20,092.  On  the  31st  of  March,  he 
deposited  $4,500,  and  retained  a  balance  of  $18,600. 
On  the  30th  April,  he  deposited  $6,861,  and  retained 
#19,166.  In  May»  he  made  no  deposite,  and  in  June, 
only  $8,179,  retaining  $19,143;  and  from  that  time 
to  the  30th  December,  he  made  no  deposite.  Whence, 
it  appears,  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  sum  in 
June,  amounting  to  leas  than  one-third  of  the  money 
then  on  hand,  he  made  no  deposite  between  the  last 
of  April  and  the  last  of  December,  a  period  of  eight 
motaths ;  during  which  iie  retained  an  increasing  liwl- 
anoe  of  from  $20,000  to  $66,000 ;  and  that,  even  on 
the  last  of  December,  be  did  not  pay  over,  by  about 
$10,000,  all  the  nioney  then  in  his  possession. 

Instead  of  «  wnhholding  of  the  depositee,  in  the 
fourth  quarter  of  the  year,  here  is  a  retention  of  them, 
with  the  exception  before  noticed,  for  eight  months. 
It  was  scarcely  contended  that  all  these  omissions  of 
duty  were  the  result  of  the  advice  given  by  Mr.  Ed* 
warde  to  the  Receiver,  to  withhold  the  deposiles,  until 
lie  could  receive  the  Secretary's  instructions.  On  the 
contrary,  it  will  be  shown,  by  the  correspondence,  as 
far  as  it  is  susceptible  of  being  shown,  negatively,  that 
BO  part  of  these  moneys  was  withheld  from  deposite 
upon  that  pretext. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  at  about  which  time  the  Re* 
eatver's  numthly  return,  for  June,  was  received,  the 
Secretary  wrote  to  the  Receiver  to  know  why  he  re^ 
tained  the  public  moneys  in  his  hands,  contrary  to  his 
instructions,  and  informing  him  that,  as  there  was  a 
bank  at  his  place  of  residence^  there  could  be  no  ex- 
cuse for  bis  doing  so. 

On  the  18th  September,  (see  No.  20,  )  Mrs.  Ste- 
pbMison,  the  wifo  of  the  Receiver,  answered  this  let- 
ter, in  ooneequence  of  the  absence  of  her  husband, 
and  informed  the  Secratary  tbat,  from  what  she  had 
beard  in  conversation  between  the  Receiver  and  otheia, 
ebe  believed  he  had  retained  the  money  to  meet  the 
drafts  of  certain  public  agents  in  that  countij,  which 
the  Secrstaiy  had  authorised  him  to  purchase.  And 
it  is  to  be  observed,  that,  though  this  was  the  '<  Fall  of 
1819,"  Mis.  Stephenson  said  nothing  of  Mr.  £d- 
warda's  publication  or  advice.  • 

On  the  first  of  November,  (see  No*  28,)  the  Secre- 
tary wrote  again  to  the  Receiver,  complaining  of  the 
ootttiuied  detention  of  the  public  money  in  hu  hands, 
wiiioh  be  presumed  bad  been  the  result  of  his  letter  of 
the  9ih  of  April,  (eee  No.  17,)  and  directed  thaX,  im- 
mediately on  receipt  of  this  letter,  he  will  pay  into 
bank  the  whole  of  the  public  money  in  his  possession 
on  the  80th  instant,  and  further  instructing  him  not 
to  consider  the  letter  of  the  9th  of  April  as  authorixing 
bim  to  retain  the  public  money  in  his  hands  at  the  end 
of  each  month.  Here  it  appears  that,  so  far  from  at- 
tributing the  withholding  of  the  deposites  to  the  cause 
alleged  by  Mr.  Edwards,  the  Secretary  attributes  it  to 
the  cause  assigned  by  Mrs.  Stephenson  in  her  letter 
of  the  18th  September.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that  this  is  the  last  letter  on  record,  from  the  Secreta- 


ry to  the  Receiver,  ia  relation  to  the  depositea,  in  tbe 
year  1819 ;  and  that  this  was  tbe  last  letter  written  to 
biro  on  that  subject  in  that  year  will  appear  by  a  icier* 
ence  made  to  it  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  tk 
Receiver,  of  the  20th  of  April,  1820,  (see  No.  %,) 
which  is  more  particularly  noticed  hereafter. 

On  tbe  28th  October,  (see  No.  22,)  the  ReoeiTei, 
who  had  then  returned  home,  wrote  to  the  SecreUit, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  letter  of  the  2iit  «f 
September,  (see  No.  31,)  with  a  new  form  of  u  ic- 
count  current. 

On  tbe  6th  of  November,  (eee  No.  24,)  the  Retfifct 
wrote  to  the  Secretary,  enclosing  a  draft,  which  he  hid 
purchased,  transmitted  his  monthly  return  kt  October. 
and  noticing  a  small  error  in  his  account  for  August 

On  the  16th  of  November,  (see  No.  2«'>,)  hetgiia 
wrote  to  the  Secretary,  enclosing  the  second  of  the 
draft  which  he  had  transmitted  on  the  6th.  Boi  ifi 
all  this  time  there  was  no  alluaion  to  Mr.  Edwtrdt'i 
publication  and  advice,  although  **  the  Fall  of  1819" 
was  now  nearly  gone. 

At  last,  on  the  31st  of  December,  (see  No.  12,)  the 
Receiver  made  a  deposite  in  bank;  in  coneeqaeoce,  it 
is  fairly  to  be  inferred^  of  the  peremptory  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  let  November,  audio  consequence  of 
that  only. 

That  Mr.  Edwards's  publication  and  adrioe  wete 
not  the  cauae  of  the  retention  of  the  money  by  the 
Receiver  before  the  18th  of  September,  ii  muiiiBii 
from  Mrs.  Stephenson's  letter  of  tbat  date. 

That  no  such  cauae  of  retention  existed,  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  Secretary,  before  the  1st  of  ^'oT•la• 
her,  is  manifest  from  his  letter  of  that  dale.  If  thi 
Receiver  bad,  at  a^y  time  between  the  date  of  his 
wife'a  letter  and  of  hia  own  letter  of  the  15th  AoTem* 
ber,  made  the  communication  alleged  by  Mr.  Edwardi. 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  he  would,  in  some  ma&ner 
or  other,  have  alluded  to  it  in  tbat  letter,  or  in  the 
previous  one  of  the  6th  of  Novembef.  He  miut  han 
discovered,  on  his  return  from  Kentucky,  thti  the 
S«tiretary  was  dissetisfied  with  him  for  retaining  the 
public  money  in  his  bands.  He  must  bave  been  twin 
that  every  subsequent  return  which  he  transmiued  to 
the  TreasQiji  aa  it  exhibited  aa  increaaiog  btiaoM. 
and  as  it  showed  that  he  had  made  no  depositee  in 
bank,  would  aggravate  the  Seeretary'e  dissaticfactioo. 
Under  such  circumstances,  what  would  be  to  natural 
for  him,  when  he  had  occasion  to  write  to  tbe  Secre- 
tary, as  to  make  some  allusion  to  the  commaoicatioa 
which  explained  the  reason  of  bis  apparsnt  diaohe- 
dience,  and  to  the  instroctians  which  be  bad  expected 
in  answer,  for  the  government  of  bis  condact  io  that 
important  particular  t  The  presumption  is,  that  if 
such  a  justification  of  his  conduct  aa  is  now  pretended 
bad  existed,  he  would  without  doubt  have  assigned  it : 
but,  instead  of  doing  so^  he  cootenled  himself  with 
tbe  excuse  made  by  Mrs.  Stepheneon.  Tberefsre  ha 
was  silent  on  the  subject.  He  waited  the  rseult  of  her 
letter.  That  be  received  in  December ;  and,  scowd* 
ingly,  in  December  it  is  found  that,  in  partial  eooiili' 
ance  with  the  peremptory  order  oontained  ia  the  Sf- 
retary'a  answer  to  his  wife's  istter,  he  made  a  depeHte 
in  bank. 

Tbat  no  other  letter  was  written  to  him  oa  the 
subject  of  his  deposites,  after  that  of  die  1st  ei  No- 
vembef, is  to  be  inferred  from  the  tenor  of  the  i^tcn- 
tary's  letter  of  the  20th  April,  182U,  which  wae  |iro- 
duoed  by  his  renewed  remissness.  Thie  letter  hef isi 
thus: 

"  On  the  fi»t  of  November  last,  yon  weminstractcd 
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0  pay  intu  bank  the  whole  of  the  money  in  your 
landt  on  the  30th  of  thet  montbt  uiil  not  to  retain 
be  public  money  in  yonr  hands  at  the  end  of  each 
nooth.  By  referring  to  yoar  monthly  returnt  lor  the 
aoDtht  of  December,  January*  and  Pebruar/,  it  ap- 
ears  that  the  instruction  haa  not  been  complied  with— 

sum  exceeding  $10,000,  upon  an  average,  having 
een  rstained  by  you  during  those  months.  As  the 
tok  in  which  your  depoaites  hare  been  directed  to 
e  made,  is  established  in  the  place  in  which  your 
ffice  is  kept,  the  retention  of  the  money,  or  any  part 
fit,  one  day  beyond  the  expiration  of  the  month,  ia 
ritboot  any  apparent  excuse."  Aftec  again  repeal* 
ig  the  directions  for  him  to  depoeite,  aaid  remarking 
poo  some  irregularity  in  his  returns,  the  ^iecretary 
oocludes  thus :  "  It  is  expected  that  all  regulations 
ddreased  to  public  officers  will  be  promptly  complied 
rith;  and  that,  when,  from  any  circunutance,  this 
bould  be  found  impracticable,  the  cause  of  non-com* 
liancs  shall  be  communicated  without  delay/' 

If  aoy  inatruction  in  relation  to  his  depositcs  had 
een  given  to  the  Receiver,  since  the  order  of  the  1st 
f  November,  that  order  would  scarcely  have  been  re* 
erred  to  alone.  And,  if  any  excuse  or  explanation 
lad  been  received  by  the  Secretary^  subeequent  to  the 
ft  of  November,  such  as  wokild  have  been  afforded 
y  Mr.  £dwards*s  publication  and  advice,  the  order  of 
be  Ut  of  November  would  not  have  been  repeated 
Jid  renewed  as  an  order  unaatisfied  and  unanswered* 
The  style  and  manner  of  this  letter  of  April  ^  indi* 
ite  not  only  that  neglect  had  occurred,  but  that  no 
xpUnation  had  been  offered  for  the  nsf  lect.  The 
Receiver's  anawer  oonfirma  this  conolusion.  The  lU- 
wiver  bad  found,  by  the  letter  of  the  1st  of  Novem* 
ler,  that,  so  i«r,  tbe  excuse  ofiered  by  Mrs.  Stepben- 
on  of  reuining  money  to  meet  the  Indian  payments, 
lad  been  admitted.  But,  when,  in  the  month  of 
Vpril  following,  he  was  called  upon  to  account  for  his 
ubie^oent  omissions  of  duty»  omiasiona  for  which 
bat  excuse  would  no  longer  avail,  would  he  sot,  in 
uatification  of  himself,  have  naturally  referred  to  any 
jid  every  letter  that  he  had  written  on  the  subject ; 
nd  if,  in  any  such  letter,  he  had  made  a  communica- 
ioQ  of  tbe  kind  alleged  by  Mr.  Edwards,  would  he 
lot,  on  this  occasion,  have  made  some  alluaion  to  it  1 

All  these  circumstances,  corroborating  each  other 
0  fully,  are  not  only  irreconcilable  with  the  inference 
vbich  Mr.  Edwards  draws  from  the  withholding  of 
be  depositee  by  the  Receiver,  but  they  lead  inevitably 
0  tbe  conclusion,  that  the  alleged  communication  of 
tia  publication  and  advice,  as  a  roMon  for  withhold- 
og  tbe  depoeites,  was  never  made  to,  or  received  by, 
be  Secretary,  and  that  no  suph  letter,  as  he  aJleges 
0  have  been  written  by  the  Secretary,  was  ever  writ* 
en  in  consequenoe  of  any  such,  communication. 

There  is,  however,  other  testimony  furnished  by  the 
itsceiver  and  Mr.  Edwards  themselves,  which  con- 
inoa  this  conclusion. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  stated,  on  oath,  that  he  made  the 
tabiication,  and  had  it  specially  communicated  to  the 
Secretary  by  the  Receiver,  for  the  purpoee  of  apprixing 
be  Secretary  of  hia  intention  to  withdraw  from  the 
taok,  and  his  determination  to  relieve  himself  from  all 
eapooaibility  in  regard  to  it,  leaving  the  Secretary  to 
udge  for  himself  from  the  returns,  which  he  required 
t  to  make,  of  the  propriety  of  continuing,  it  a  depo«i- 
Ary  of  public  money  ;  that,  "  according  to  the  pledge 
"rhich  he  had  given  in  his  publication,  he  resigned  hia 
ieat  as  a  director.  And,  though  he  was  once  elected 
A  the  same  station  since  that  time,  he  refused  to  ac- 


cept iXf  nor  hae  he  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  man* 
agcment  of  the  bank,  since  tbe  Fall  of  the  year  1819." 

Yet,  in  the  fdlowiug  Winter,  Mr*  Edwards  is  found 
presenting  himself  to  the  Secretary,  not  only  in  tbe 
character  of  a  director  of  the  bank,  but  of  a  director, 
specially  dolegated  and  authorized  by  the  bank  to  con* 
elude  an  important  arrangement  with  the  Secretary^ 
in  respect  to  the  terms  on  which  the  bank  was  to  con* 
tiaue  a  depoaitory  of  public  money.  By  the  printed 
papers  accompanying  the  Secretary'e  report  to  the 
House,  of  the  STth  of  April,  1823,  it  appears  that,  on 
the  16th  of  February,  1820,  Mr.  Edwards  being  then 
in  Washington*  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  a  letter 
from  the  bank  to  the  Secretary,  atgned  by  this  very 
Receiver  as  President  of  tbe  bank,  containing  a  list  of 
the  directors,  for  the  year  1820,  in  which  Mr.  £d«> 
wards's  name  is  included  ;  that,  at  the  same  time,  he 
also  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  a  letter  from  the 
bank,  signed  by  the  same  Mr.  Stephenson,  informing 
the  Secretary  that  Mr.  Edwards,  "one of  the  dbeetore 
of  tbe  institution"  is  authorized  to  suggest  certain 
modificationa  of  the  contract  between  the  Secretary 
and  the  bank,  and  to  conclude  such  arrangements 
as  he  may  deem  acceptable,  **  which  will  be  conaid* 
ered  obligatory ;"  and  he  likewise  transmitted,  at  the 
same  time,  a  letter  from  the  bank  addreoeed  to  him* 
self,  signed  also  by  Mr.  Stephenson,  stating  to  him  at 
large  the  changes  desired  by  the  bank,  and  the  reaaona 
therefor. 

Is  this  compatible  with  the  impreseioos  which  the 
statement,  contained  in  his  teetimony,  is  calculated  to 
produce  ?  If  he  had  ceased  to  be  a  director,  and  pub* 
licly  withdrawn  from  all  concern  in  the  management 
of  the  bank,  in  '^the  Fall  of  1819,"  how  was  it  that 
Mr.  Stephenson,  the  Receiver,  the  Preaident  of  the 
Bank,  who,  as  well  from  his  official  situation  as  from 
'*the  known  friendship  and  intimacy"  (Addrees,  page 
14)  which  Mr.  Edwards  has  stated  to  have  submsted 
between  them,  may  be  supposed  to  have  known  some- 
thing of  his  conduct  and  views  in  regard  to  the  bfnk, 
ahould,  so  soon  after  Mr.  Edwards's  public  withdiawal, 
have  written  to  him,  and  constituted  him,  in  bis  char- 
acter of  director,  the  representative  of  the  bank,  in  a 
negotiation  with  the  Secretary — ^that  Secretary  whom 
Mr.  Edwards  was  so  anxious  to  satisfy  of  hie  having 
no  connexion  with  the  bankt  And,  finally,  how 
could  be,  if  such  had  been  the  fact,  communicate  to 
the  Secretary,  without  explanation,  all  these  papers, 
which  were  totally  at  variance  with  it?  If  he  had 
supposed  the  Secretary  to  have  been  informed,  at  the 
time  of  his  having  withdrawn  from  the  bank,  in  1819, 
would  he  not  also  have  supposed  that  tbe  Secretary 
would  be  at  eome  loss,  on  receiving  these  papers,  to 
understand  what  was  Mr.  Edwards's  actual  relation- 
ship to  the  bank  1  If  he  had  not  wished  to  be  con- 
sidered, by  the  ^Secretary,  as  a  director  and  agent  of 
the  bank,  which  the  .papers  purported,  would  he  not, 
in  some  way,  have  given  him  to  understand  that  he 
was  not  ao  1  Instesd  of  doing  this,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Secretary,  accompanying  the  papera,  he  referred  to 
them  as  fully  explanatory  of  their  object,  and  thereby 
gave  his  assent  to  their  contents. 

Evidence  might,  indeed,  be  more  positive;  but, 
taking  all  these  circumstances  in  connexion  with  each 
other,  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  negative  evidence 
could  more  aatisfactorily  establish  the  conviction,  in 
any  candid  mind,  that  no  such  communications,  as 
Mr«  Edwards  has  alleged,  ever  passed  between  tbe 
Secretary  and  the  Receiver. 

Mr.  Edwards  claims  to  have  found  a  further  con* 
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firmation  on  the  Receiver's  letter  having  been  written 
and  received  by  the  Secretary,  in  the  ezpfetsiont  need 
by  the  Secretary  in  speaking  of  the  letter  alleged  to 
have  been  written  to  him  by  the  Receiver.  Thta  idea, 
however,  is  groiuidleas.  There  is  no  real  difl&reoce 
in  the  meaning  of  the  words  employed  by  the  Secre- 
tary and  those  of  Mr.  Edwards,  in  relation  to  the  let- 
ter. If  the  Receiver  had  discontinued  the  depositee, 
for  reasons  stated  by  hhn  to  the  Secretary,  (as  Mr.  £• 
alleges,)  and  if  he  had,  in  consequence,  received  a 
letter  fhim  the  Secretary,  directing  him  to  continue 
the  depositee,  (as  Mr.  £.  also  alleges,)  such  a  letter, 
whatever  might  have  been  its  form,  was,  in  fact,  an 
answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Receiver.  The  denial  of 
the  Secretary  that  any  such  answer  was  recollected, 
or  was  on  record,  ao  far  from  being  evasive,  was  di- 
rect and  explicit,  and  covers,  as  was  intended,  the 
whole  ground  presented  in  the  charge. 

But  this  charge,  contradicted,  as  it  is,  by  all  the 
facts  which  have  been  adduced  in  the  case,  is  also 
rendered  more  improbable  by  ihe  want  of  any  assign* 
able  motive  for  the  Secretary's  alleged  conduct  on  the 
■nbject.  What  object  had  he  to  serve  by  continuing 
the  depositee  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsvilte,  if  he  had 
received  any  communications  which  authorized  the 
opinion  that  they  were  insecure  in  that  bank!  Mr. 
Edwards  has  charged  him  with  an  improper  partiality 
for  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  yet  it  was  that  bank  from 
which  the  depositea  were  taken,  to  be  placed  in  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsville;  and  it  was  to  that  bank  that 
they  must  have  been  restored,  if  they  were  withdrawn 
from  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville.  There  was  no  other 
bank  within  reach.  If  the  charge  of  favoritism  to- 
wards the  Bank  of  Missouri  were  well  founded,  the 
Secretary  would  have  readily  availed  himself  of  the 
pretext  furnished  by  the  alleged  communication  of 
the  Receiver,  for  restoring  the  deposite  to  that  bank. 

The  instructions  given  to  the  Receiver  at  Kaskas- 
kia,  to  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  so  fkr  from 
confirming  the  allegation,  that  a  letter  from  the  Re- 
ceiver at  Edwardsville,  enclosing  the  publication  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  had  been  received  by  the  Secretary,  lead 
to  a  contrary  conclusion.  The  correspondence  with 
that  Receiver,  at  the  period  in  question,  is  herewith 
transmitted.  It  appears  that,  on  the  18th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1819,  this  Receiver  wrote  to  the  Secretary,  en- 
doeing  his  account  current  for  the  month  of  August 
preceding;  and,  as  there  appeared,  by  that  account,  a 
large  balance  of  public  money  in  his  hands,  amount- 
ing to  about  $30,000,  he  seems  to  have  considered  it 
necesssry  to  explain  the  cause.  His  explanation  was 
the  same  as  that  offered  by  Mrs.  Stephenson,  for  a 
like  retention  of  money,  to  meet  the  Indian  payments ; 
and,  in  this  case,  as  in  the  other,  not  any jpublieatton 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  or  any  circumstance  affecting  the 
character  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  which,  if  such 
had  etisted,  he  was  bound  by  the  Secretary's  instruc- 
tions to  communicate.  It  was  known  to  the  Secretary 
that  it  was  not  so  convenient  for  this  Receiver  to  de- 
posite at  Edwardsvilte,  between  which  place  and  Kas- 
kaskia  there  was  very  little  communication,  as  at  St. 
Louis,  with  which  there  was  frequent  intercourse. 
In  the  next  letter  written  to  this  Receiver  by  the  Sec- 
retary, which  was  on  Ihe  1st  of  November,  1819,  the 
Secretary  without  alluding  to  any  publication  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  or  any  letter  from  the  Receiver  at  Edwards- 
ville, which,  if  any  had  been  known  to  him  would 
naturally  have  been  alluded  to  on  such  an  occasion, 
directed  the  Receiver  at  Kaskaskia  to  depOsite  in  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsville  all  the  money  in  his  possession, 


at  the  close  of  the  month,  and  afterwards  to  depoiitc 
in  the  Bank  of  Missouri.  The  Receiver  did  not  mike 
this  deposite,  for  reasons  stated  by  him  in  his  letter  of 
the  iOth  of  January,  1830,  until  the  8d  of.that  mtoth, 
as  will  be  aeen  by  the  list  of  moneys  deposited  hj  bin 
on  that  day.  From  his  silence  on  the  sali^itif 
evident  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  drconiuiicct 
of  the  bank  to  render  the  deposite  improper. 

The  aecuaation  of  having  presented  ooatrtdkioff 
atatementa  of  the  amount  of  public  money  in  tke 
Bank  of  Edwardsville,  and  of  having  transposed  other 
statements  from  that  bank,  in  the  commonictuou 
made  by  the  Secretary  to  the  House,  and  of  btTio^ 
done  so  for  the  purpose  of  disguising  the  troth  io  it- 
lation  to  the  depositee  in  that  iNink,  with  a  view  to 
their  bearing  on  the  charge  connected  with  theie  top- 
posed  letters,  is  altogether  without  foundation,  fit 
bank  statements  of  December  and  November,  wlud 
are  referred  to,  either  formed  part  of,  or  accompamed 
the  letters,  which  they  immediately  follow  in  tfai 
printed  papers ;  the  first  having  been  written  on  put 
of  the  same  paper  as  the  letter  of  the  7th  of  Ju- 
uary,  i8t0,  to  Mr.  Edwards,  and  the  latter  ktmi 
been  enclosed  in  the  letter  of  the  6th  of  Janoiry,  tod 
both  the  letters  and  statements  having,  when  tji» 
mitted  by  Mr.  Edwards,  in  his  letter  of  the  16th  ¥^ 
ruary,been,  it  is  believed,  in  the  a«me  order  ai  thitia 
which  they  appear  in  the  documente.  The  Treasuy 
statements,  from  which  the  balances  in  the  Binkof 
Edwardsville,  at  the  end  of  the  2d,  Sd,  and  4tli  qaar 
ters  of  1819,  are  quoted  by  Mr.  Edwards,  werepn- 
pared,  by  the  Treasurer,  firom  materials  in  bif  on 
possession  ;  and  the  Secretary  had  no  more  to  dowitk 
the  preparation  of  them,  than  Mr.  Edwards  bimfdi 
They  were  communicated  aa  the  atatemeoti  of  tbii 
officer.  The  cause  why  the  statement  of  the  foorth 
quarter  of  1819,  differs  in  amount  from  that  rentM 
by  the  bank  for  the  same  period,  is,  that,  in  the  foroer, 
the  Treasurer  has  deducted  from  the  sum  Btsodia;  u 
his  credit  in  the  bank,  the  amount  of  two  drafti  which 
be  had  drawn  on  the  bank,  and  which  had  not  beco 
paid  at  the  time,  when  the  bank  atatenent  wii  ^ 
pared.  The  sum  stated  by  the  bank  is,  ibeTtim^^ 
more  than  that  stated  by  the  Treaaurer,  by  the  tDoent 
of  these  drafts.  Thia  is  more  particularly  sb«»o  ia 
the  accompanying  note  from  the  Treasurer,  til  ^ 
whose  statements  are  prepared  on  the  same  principle 
and  have  always  been  ao  prepared.  It  is  cooddered 
unneceasary  to  dwell  longer  on  thia  branch  of  the  nb- 
ject That  no  such  communicationa,  as  Mr.  Ed«*rdi 
alleges,  were  made,  is  believed  to  be  coodnMj 
demonstrated;  and  if  §o,  no  arts  could  faive  l>^ 
resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  them.  Bot, 
at  every  stage  of  this  investigation,  this  remirk  lu- 
turally  suggests  Itself;  that  even  if  both  the  comno*'' 
cations  alleged  had  actually  been  made,  there  vai 
nothing  in  that  fact  for  the  SecreUry  to  conceal;  Mr. 
Edwards  has  stoted,  on  oath,  his  opinion,  thtt,  io J^« 
Fall  of  1819,  the  Bank  of  Edwardsvilte  muinufMi 
a  condition  as  any  bank  in  which  the  public  moo^T* 
were  deposited ;  and,  if  so,  what  necessity  ^«*JjfJ 
for  the  SecreUry  to  discontinue  the  deposites  ?  ^  ^ 
ther  Mr.  Edwards  was,  or  was  not,  a  directo^  •» 
whether  he  did  or  did  not  choose  to  be  re»ponfiW«  «» 
a  bank,  if  the  bank  were  in  a  good  condition,  wif  • 
matter  that  ought  to  have  had  very  little  inBaeo^ 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tr***^- 
In  connexion  with  thia  charge,  it  is  to  be  ^*^^7' 
that  it  is  true  that  communications  were  n***'^ 
SecreUry  against  the  Edwardsville  Bank,  and  ptiucQ- 
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larly  in  s  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Mia* 
louri,  of  the  9th  of  August,  1818.  Bat,  m  the  Re- 
ceivem,  both  at  £<Iwardtviile  and  Kaekaakia,  were  in- 
itracted,  by  the  8eeretarj'fl  letter  of  the  31st  December, 
1818,  that,  if  any  circumstance  affecting  the  character 
>f  the  EdwardaviUe  Bank»  should  come  to  their  knowl- 
nIko,  they  should  communicate  the  same  to  the  De- 
Mrtmentt  and  as  no  such  information  sras  received 
h>m  them,  and  as  the  bank  eontinued  to  fulfil  its  en- 
ptgementa,  there  was  no  aufficient  reason  for  discon- 
iouing  the  arrangement  which  had.  been  made  with 
t  The  iact  is,  that  ii  was  not  until  two  years  after 
he  letter  of  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  MiaK>nri  re- 
erred  to,  that  the  EdwardsWUe  Bank  stopped  payment. 
Bat  although  this  chsrge  is  considered  as  sufficiently 
kofwered,  the  only  remaining  circumstance  presented 
)y  Mr.  Edwards  in  its  support  shall  also  be  noticed. 
He  represents  himself  to  have  stated,  in  two  letters 
vritten  by  him  to  the  Secretary,  in  February,  1832, 
hit  he  had  made  such  a  publication,  that  the  Receiver 
»d  transmitted  it»  that  the  Receiver's  letter  contain- 
Dg  it  bad  been  answered,  and  inicrs,  from  the  Secre- 
«jy  V  silence  on  the  subject,  admission  of  the  fact 

That  the  Secretary  did  not  reply  to  this,  or  to  any 
>f  the  other  matters  contained  in  those  letters,  resulted 
from  his  having  declined  any  oorreapondence  with  Mr. 
Siiwards  on  the  subjects  to  which  they  referred,  in 
»Oiequence  of  a  menace  which  the  first  of  them  con- 
atoed.  This  will  be  seen  by  the  Secretary's  answer, 
which,  together  with  Mr.  Edwards's  letters,  are  her«- 
Rrith  transmitted. 

The  next  principal  accusation  to  be  examined,  re- 
lates to  the  Secretary's  transactiona  with  the  Bank  of 
Misaoari,  and  charges  him  with  having,  in  the  ar- 
rangemenu  made  with  that  bank,  in  regard  to  the 
public  depositee,  allowed  it  advantages  for  which  it 
tendered  no  equivalent,  and  with  having  received  from 
ituncurrent  bank  notes,  which  .he  was  neither  bound 
Bor  authorized  to  receive.  The  direct  connexion  be* 
iweeo  the  Treasury  and  the  Bank  of  Missouri  began 
m  the  1st  of  August,  1818.  Before  that  time  the 
Mnk  hsd  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  It  had  fulfilled  its  engagementa  with  that  in- 
rtitution  with  good  faith ;  ita  condition  was  considered 
iOQod  and  prosperous;  and  ita  reputation  stood  high, 
u  well  in  tha  Atlantic  aa  in  the  Wcstarn  States. 
The  large  amount  of  money  to  be  received  from  tlw 
isle  of  public  land  in  that  quartar,  rendered  a  con- 
»exion  with  such  a  bank  not  only  convenient  but  ne- 
:eaeary. 

lo  the  first  arrangement  with  the  bank,  there  was 
M  itipulation  as  to  what  kinds  of  money  it  should  re- 
vive or  pay  for  the  Treasury.  The  Receivers  were 
iostructad  to  receive  the  notes  of  such  banks  as  paid 
ipecie  on  demand  for  their  notes,  and  no  others ;  and 
to  deposita  them  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
urer. When  public  disbursemento  were  to  be  made, 
the  Treasurer  issued  his  dra/V,  and  the  bank  dis- 
Eharged  thera  in  such  funds  as  it  had  received. 

On  the  33d  of  June,  1819,  the  Secretary,  in  the  ex* 
Mutiou  of  a  general  systam,  which  had  been  adopted 
m\h  the  approbation  of  the  President,  for  the  reaaons 
stated  in  hia  report  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Uth  February,  1832,  and  in  his  lettar  to  the  chair- 
man of  a  eelect  committee  of  the  House,  of  the  24th 
i>f  February,  1823,  proposed  a  new  arrangement  to  the 
bank.  By  this  arrangement,  the  bank  woh  to  receive 
the  notes  of  aaeh  specie-paying  banks  as  were  in  good 
credit,  and  in  general  circulation,  and  to  account  for 
them  as  cash ;  to  transfer  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 


Statas,  or  Ito  branches,  the  surplus  of  the  money  which 
it  might  receive,  that  could  nut  be  disbursed  at  the 
bank ;  and,  for  the  expense  and  risk  of  making  those 
transfers,  which  were  expected  to  amount  to  a  very 
considerable  sum,  it  was  to  have  a  standing  deposite 
of  $150,000,  which  standing  deposita  was  always  sub- 
ject to  be  reduced  by  any  disbursementa  that  could  be 
made  at  the  bank.  This  arrangement  was  accepted 
by  the  bank  on  the  9th  of  August,.  181 9.  It  was  mod- 
ified in  August,  1820,  by  limiting  the  local  bank  noica 
to  be  received  to  those  of  the  Atlantic  cities,  and  of 
the  State  of  Missouri,  and  thus  it  continued  until  the 
bank  stepped  payment  on  the  14th  of  August,  1821. 
To  estimajte,  justly,  the  advantages  ofiered  to  the  bank 
by  this  arrangement,  it  »  necessary  to  examine  what 
were  the  probable  aervices  to  be  rendered  by  the  bank 
under  it.  About  the  time  when  the  Secretary's  pro- 
position for  allowing  a  standing  deposite  was  made  to 
this  bank,  there  was  a  balance  remaining  in  hanky 
over  and  above  what  could  be  expended  there,  of  up- 
wards of  $640,000 ;  and  this,  too,  after  the  bank  had 
transferred  upwards  of  $100,000.  This  large  balance 
had  accumulated  in  rather  less  .than  a  year.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  revival  of  credit  among  the 
Western  banks,  which  had  then  taken  place,  it  waa 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  paymenta  into  that 
bank  would  not  decrease  more  than  one  half  during 
the  next  year ;  upon  this  supposition,  the  amount  to 
be  transferred  under  the  arrangement  would  be  about 
$320,000  a  year.  The  risk  and  cost  of  transferring 
money  from  St.  Louis  to  Louisville,  which  was  the 
nearest  point  to  which  it  could  be  transferred,  has  been 
stated  by  the  President  of  the  bank,  in  his  letter  of  the 
29th  November,  1819,  to  be  at  least  three  per  cent., 
which  upon  that  sum  would  be  $9,600;  and  that  waa 
reasonably  to  be  looked  to,  at  the  time  the  arrange- 
ment was  made,  as  the  value  of  the  service  probably 
to  be  rendered  under  it,  in  this  respect,  by  the  bank  to 
the  Treasury. 

It  is  true  that,  from  causea  not  then  to  be  foreseen, 
the  subsequent  paymenta  into  the  bank  fell  short  of 
what  had  been  anticipated.  But  it  is  also  true,  that 
the  whole  of  the  atipulated  standing  deposite  was  not 
alwaya  on  hand.  It  has  already  been  stated  that  this 
standing  deposite  was,  at  all  times,  liable  to  be  drawn 
upon  by  the  Treasury.  By  the  Treasurer's  statement 
of  quarterly  balances,  accompanying  the  Secretary's 
report  to  the  House,  of  February  27th,  1823,  it  ap- 
pears that  it  had  been  so  drawn  upon,  and  that,  at 
the  cloae  of  aix  different  quarters,  the  whole  amount 
in  bank,  for  which  drafta  had  not  actually. been  issued, 
was  less  than  the  stipulated  amount  of  atanding  de- 
posita by  an  average  of  $20,000,  By  a  statement  ac- 
companying the  letter  from  the  President  of  the  bank, 
of  the  30th  June,  1821,  it  appears  that,  at  the  close  of 
ten  successive  months,  **the  whole  sum  in  bank  waa 
actually  less  than  the  amount  of  the  stipulated  de- 
posite by  an  average  of  $20,000 ;"  and  if,  at  all  other 
times  during  the  two  yeara'  continuaQce  of  the  ar- 
rangement, the  full  amount  were  in  bank,  the  average 
of  the  aom  actually  in  bank,  during  the  whole  period, 
would  have  been  but  $140,000.  But,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
served that,  in  estimating  the  value  of  such  a  deposite 
to  a  bank,  the  certainty  of  its  continuance,  for  a  given 
time,  at  leant,  is  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  la 
respect  to  this  standing  deposite,  there  was  no  such 
certainty ;  it  depended  wholly  on  the  convenience  of 
the  IVeasury.  It  was  constantly  subject  to  drafu  for 
any  part,  or  even  the  whole,  and  it  waa  frequently 
drawn  upon.     The  idea,  therefore,  that  this  atipulu- 
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such  ai,  in  bis  jadgmant,  wu  required  by  Um  resolu- 
tion ;  and  eucb  "  extracts"  as  were  made,  were  made 
under  the  exercise  of  this  judgment*  After  the  papers 
had  been  thus  selected  and  arranged,  he  laid  them  be- 
fore the  Secretary,  together  with  such  statements  in 
relation  to  other  piirta  of  the  resolution,  as  the  Secre- 
tary might  require  for  bis  report*  These  papers  were 
in  the  possession  of  the  Secretary  while  he  urepared 
bis  report,  but  were  referred  to  no  ibrther  Umw  was 
necessary  for  that  object;  and  the  correspondence 
thus  prepared  by  Mr.  Dickins,  waa  transmitted,  in  the 
same  state,  to  the  House.  This  circumstanee  will  ex- 
plain the  appearance  of  the  marks  on  the  passages 
which  Mr.  Dickins  has  suted  to  have  been  marked  by 
him  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  Secretary's  atten- 
tion to  them,  and  which,  if  they  had  been  observed 
by  the  Secretary,  would  have  been  acted  on  by  hkn, 
either  by  directing  the  marks  to  be  removed,  or  ex- 
tracts excluding  those  passages  to  be  prepared. 

To  remove  all  pretext  for  the  insinuation  which 
Mr.  Edwards  has  founded  upon  the  circumstance  of 
Mr.  Dickins  having  been  employed  to  seleot  the  pa- 
pers, in  this  cose,  instead  of  Mr.  Jonea,  the  Chief 
Oleik,  to  whom  it  had  been  usual  to  commit  the  selec- 
tion of  papers  inquired  by  Oongress,  it  is  proper  to 
state,  that  the  resolution  of  the  House  did,  in  this 
instance,  take  the  usual  course  of  reference  to  Mr. 
Jones ;  and  that  it  was  at  his  request,  and  upon  his 
suggestion  of  the  propriety  of  referring  it  to  Mr.  Dick- 
ins, because  of  his  better  knowledge  of  the  subject,  that 
the  duty  was  transferred  to  him. 

There  is  one  other  omission  in  the  correspondence 
which  has  been  emphatically  alludad  to  by  Mr.  Ed* 
wards,  and  which  shall,  therefore,  be  particularly 
noticed.  It  is  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Bank  at  Huntsville,  of  the  9th  of  July, 
1819 ;  and  is  more  than  once  referred  to  in  other  parts 
of  the  oorrespondence :  whether  it  had  been  commu- 
nicated or  not,  was  never  a  subject  of  investigation 
with  the  Secretary,  until  the  notice  taken  of  it  in  Mr. 
Edwards's  addrees  rendered  the  inquiry  necessary. 
After  a  thorough  examination,  however,  it  could  not 
be  fonnd«  either  among  the  records  or  rough  draughts ; 
but,  on  referring,  as  a  last  resort,  to  a  file  of  confidential 
correapondenoe  which  is  kept  by  Mr.  Jones,  the  rough 
draft  of  the  letter  was  there  discovered.  A  oopy  of  it 
is  herewith  transmitted.  According  to  the  views  with 
which  the  oorrespondence  was  selected,  under  the  first 
resolution  of  the  House,  this  letter  waa  one  which 
would  have  been  then  oommunicatad.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  the  ssntiments  and  opinions  disclosed 
in  it,  are  (v  from  furnishing  a  subject  of  blame  to  ths 
Secretaiy  ;  and,  as  he  had  oommunicatad  a  letter  of 
similar  import,  written  on  the  same  day,  to  the  Tom- 
bigbee  Bank*  it  may  be  iafened,  that' he  was  not 
withheld  by  any  improper  oonsideratione  of  delicacy 
in  respect  to  tlui  matters  to  which  they  both  relate, 
from  communicating  thie  letter  also.  It  is  balieved 
that  the  letter  to  the  Tombigbee  Bank,  of  the  9th  of 
July*  1819,  was  also  marked  '<  confidential,"  and  the 
opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  reference  made  to  it 
as  **  confidential"  by  the  President  of  the  Bank,  in 
his  letUr  of  the  18th  August,  1819.  The  word  ••  con- 
fidential," waa  probably  omitted  through  inadvertence, 
in  the  copy  that  was  retained  in  the  Department ; 
and  thus  it  went  upon  the  ordinary  records.  If  this 
opinion  is  correct,  the  communication  of  this  letter 
corroborates  the  fact  that  the  omission  to  communi- 
cate Uie  letter  to  the  Huntaville  Bank,  was  not  owing 
to  the  matters  it  contained^  but  to  the  eircttmstance 


of  its  being  on  a  file  not  before  the  peraon  by  whoa 
the  correspondence  was  selected. 

The  Secretary  is  not  aware,  t{iat  any  other  tctteti 
on  the  confidential  file  appertain  to  the  objects  of  Uie 
present  inquiry.  He  submits,  however,  racfa  of  thsn 
as  are  addressed  to  banks,  to  the  exarainatioD  of  the 
committee.  He  takee  the  occasion,  also,  to  tender  to 
the  committee,  as  he  did  to  the  committee  appotsled 
under  the  rasolntion  of  the  6th  of  Pebtusry,  1833, 
the  inspection  of  any  of  the  recorda  or  cerrespoiideiioo 
in  the  Department,  that  may  be  deemed  neeeiitfj  to 
elucidate  any  of  the  matters  ooonceted  with  the 
inquiry. 

If  aving  disposed  of  all  the  nrinor  topics  of  iccsw 
tion  brought  against  the  Secretary  in  Mr.  Edwtrds'i 
address,  it  now  remaine  to  notice  the  grave  chargt 
which  he  has  preferred,  of  having  mismanaged  tk 
national  funds.  As  far  as  this  charge  is  founded  spoa 
the  particular  transactions  which  have  formed  tht 
subfect  of  the  foregoing  observstlons,  it  is  presOBfd 
to  be  sttfiiciently  refuted.  The  only  remaining  froosd 
of  charge  then  is,  the  measure  of  employing  the  8tito 
banks  as  depositories  of  die  public  moneys  io  tbi 
Western  country. 

The  ebreumstanees  by  which  thin  measure  was  ren- 
dered necessary,  and  the  views  with  vrhieh  it  wit 
adopted  under  the  eanction  of  the  Preaideot  of  tiw 
United  States,  have  already  been  explained  in  the 
Secretary's  report,  of  the  14lh  Febniary,  IStt,  and  is 
his  letter  to  the  select  committee,  of  the  S4th  of  Fdh 
ruary,  18S3,  to  which  a  reference  ie  now  reqncite^ 
It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  remark  here,  ibA 
throughout  the  Western  country,  a  general  sad  «- 
vere  distrsss  had  followed  the  resumption  of  e^ 
payments.  On  the  part  of  the  Treasury,  ever;  dif- 
poeition  had  been  entertained  to  make  the  demasdi 
of  the  Government  preae  lightly  on  at  suftring  people. 
With  this  view  the  Roeeivera  and  Collectors  had  hm 
authorixed,  generally,  to  receive  in  payments  to  tbi 
United  States  all  the  specie  paying  bank  notes  is  or- 
eolation ;  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  State*  b«! 
liberally  seconded  the  views  of  the  Treasury,  by  m- 
thoriaing  the  reception  of  these  funds  fron  the  Re- 
catvers  and  C<rtteetors.  This  axperiment,  thosgb  it 
gave  relief  to  the  public  dabtora,  had  been  feaod  ia« 
jurioaa  to  the  welfere  of  the  bank ;  and,  by  s  piop^ 
regard  for  ita  own  safety,  that  inatitnlion  ceaMdotd 
itself  constrained  to  dedina  the  leeepCiottof  slaMital) 
of  thoae  fends  which  form  the  cunen^  of  that  ponien 
of  the  country,  and  of  thoae  which  akme  it  c^ldpw- 
dcntly  take,  acarcely  any  ware  in  drculatieo.  What 
effect  thie  change  had  upon  the  atata  of  things  may 
be  infernd  firom  a  few  extracts  Iram  some  of  the  eom* 
munications  which  ware  about  that  time  aisde  lo  tbe 
Seoretary  in  relation  to  the  aubjact. 

"  The  debtors  of  the  United  States,'*  say  the  Dirert- 
ore  of  the  Bank  of  Vincenne%  in  their  mcoioriai  m 
the  9th  January,  1819,  •«  in  the  Western  coosor« 
labor  under  disuassing  and  almoot  insupsrable  i0^ 
enltiee  in  meeting  their  engmgaments;  not  *^"^ 
from  the  went  of  means ;  as  from  the  scarcity  of  Mdi 
funds  aa  are  reeeivaUe  in  payment  of  paMie  iaadi- 
Shauld  the  country  continue  in  ito  present  aiiostiM 
with  respect  to  theee  fends,  many  an  honeet  aiae** 
many  an  indnstrioua  former,  who  haa  migrated  to  tbn 
country,  and  has  paid  his  last  eighty  doHart  ai  t  &f^ 
instalment  on  his  quarter  section  of  iaod,  will  be  e**' 
polled,  at  the  end  of  fiy/e  years,  to  leave  bis  ft^«*^ 
spot,  his  cabin,  and  all  the  comfortable  inproveaot^ 
which  the  labor  of  hia  own  handa  has  acqeirti^  aao 
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with  hii  wife  sad  chtldran,  leek  a  now  home,  withoat 
BMoey  to  proeora  it.    And  why  ?     Bec«u«e  the  pro- 
ioot  of  hb  farm,  ellhough  he  may  have  an  abundance 
toipare,  will  not  command  each  fanda  aa  Oo^ern- 
neot  demand  ^  the  completion  of  hia  paymenta. 
Other  reprcaentationi,  which  are  herewith  transmitted, 
600  Senators  and  RepreaentatiTea,  whose  character 
ii  I  rafficient  guarantee  for  the  trath  of  their  state- 
aeati,  corroborste  these  Tiewa.    The  Hon.  Mr.  Her- 
ncfc,  in  a  Jetter  of  the  Uth  of  March,  1818,  considers 
ihi  idepUon  of  some  raeaaare  on  the  subject  as  desir- 
lUe,  aa  well  with  a  view  to  relieTe  the 'people,  aa  to 
pRHTve  their  ailectiona  for  the  preaent  administration 
of  the  General  GoTemment.    The  Hon.  Waller  Tay- 
W,  ia  a  latter  of  the  31st  March,  1818,  enclooea  a 
letter  from  a  respecUble  source,  stntinf  that  twenty 
per  eeot  had  been  given  by  those  who  had  payments 
leottke  in  the  land  offioea,  to  obtain  such  money  as 
wonld  be  received ;  that  feweotdee  of  land  were  made ; 
aad  thit  many  who  had  come  from  a  distance  to  enter 
liod,  had  gone  away  without  doing  ao,  becauae  the 
nooef  they  had  brought,  though  conaiating  of  the 
aoteeof  banks  of  eaUUished  character,  could  not  be 
raceived.    And  Mr.  Tnylor  concurs  in  opinion,  that 
the  operation  of  the  existing  system  waa  prejudicial  to 
the  parehaaers  of  public  landa,  aa  well  aa  the  citizena 
of  the  Sute.    In  a  joint  letter  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tir;,  00  the  18th  April,  181fl|,  by  fourteen  Western 
Jxmbtn  sf  .Congress,  viz :  the  Hon.  Joseph  Desha, 
Wiiliam  H.  Harrison,  Robert  Moore,  Henry  Baldwin, 
William  Hendricks,  James  Noble,  Waller  Taylor, 
Richard  C.  Anderson,  Levi  Barber,  Thomaa  Speed, 
ioU  W.  Campbell,  Samuel  Herrick,  Peter  Hitchcock, 
■Qd  Philemon  Beecher;  theae  gentlemen  all  concur 
a  ititinp,  chat  •*  every  mail  from  the  West  brings  us 
^  complaints  and  requests  of  the  people,  on  the  sub- 
JKtef  tiw  pecuniary  ataCe  of  our  country ;"  and  they 
^"Ddode,  by  recommending,  aa  a  me4sure  of  vital  im- 
poiUooe,  the  redemption  of  such  Western  paper  of 
J^paying  banka,  aa  were  in  good  credit    The 
Hod.  J.  McLean,  of  Illinoii,  in  a  letter  of  the  6th  of 
im,  1819,  speaking  of  one  of  the  districts  in  that 
^te,  makes  the   following   representation:  "I  am 
*di  aaaored,  from  my  own  knowledge,  and  the  letters 
^  Ktfpeeteble  gentlemen  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
nst,  if  every  note  that  will  be  received  in  payment  of 
ud,iDd  every  dollar  of  specie  that  is  in  the  country, 
*«re  in  the  hands  of  those  indebted  to  the  Govern- 
B«at  for  lend,  it  would  be  insufficient  to  enable  more 
^  one  tenth  man  of  our  settlers  to  comply  with  his 
Rfigement.    I  almost  daily  receive  letters  from  the 
Pttpie  of  Shawneetown  Land  District,  and  of  that 
P*n  of  Illinois  included  in  the  Yhtieennes  District,  sU- 
^  that  they  are  in  a  situation  truly  distressing,  and 
^  ooleas  there  be  some  amelioration  in  the  direc- 
^*  to  the  Receivers,  that  the  time  is  but  very  short, 
Bota  they  eipect  to  see  tho  little  farm  and  dwelling 
^7  have  provided  for  the  support  and  shelter  of  them- 
^yee  and  family,  torn  from  them  by  the  merciless  ava- 
^euHit  apeculator.    I  am  sorry  to  be  constrained  to 
*>7<  that  their  apprehenaions  are  but  too  justly  predi- 
««il,  and  that  they  represent  facU." 

^hese  are  letters  which  have  presented  themselves 
^  •  haiAy  reference  to  the  files  of  the  Department.  It 
>  Well  remembered,  howeveiC  that  numerous  and  ear- 
"^t  prraonal  representations  were  made  by  other 
l«nitemeD  hi  Congress,  both  as  to  the  pecuniary  die- 
««««a  of  the  Western  country,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
^Bgeinthe  existing  regulations.  Represents tions 
^  these,  could  sot  be  received  with  indifference.    It ! 
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is  to  be  recollected,  also,  that,  at  the  time  when  this 
atate  of  things  existed,  the  debt  due  for  public  lands 
amounted  to  about  twenty  millions  of  dollars;  the 
greatest  part  of  which  had  been  contracted  during  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments.  Upon  mature  reflec- 
tion, therefore,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi* 
dent,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  make  the  arrange- 
ments  with  the  Western  banks,  which  are  the  subject 
of  Mr.  Edwarda's  condemnation. 

The  details  of  these  arrangements  are  so  fully  ex- 
hibited in  the  Secretary's  former  communications  on 
the  subject,  that  it  is  not  thought  necessary  here  to 
explain  them. 

As  far  as  the  interests  of  the  people,  and  of  the 
Treasury,  were  concerned,  it  is  believed  that  those  ar- 
rangementa  were  not  merely  defensible,  but  commend- 
able. As  far  as  the  measure  affected  the  interests  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  is  believed  to  be 
equally  deeerving  of  approbation.  In  a  letter  written 
by  the  Secretary  to  the  President  of  that  institution, 
on  the  14th  September,  1819,  he  thus  explsined  tlie 
motives  which,  as  far  as  the  bank  was  concerned,  in- 
fluenced his  course  on  the  subject : 

*^  It  has  been  my  constant  endeavor;  for  more  than 
twelve  months  past,  to  prevent,  as  for  as  practicable, 
alt  collision  between  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  the  State  banks ;  as  far  at  least  as  that  collision 
might  be  connected  with  the  transactions  of  this  De- 
partment It  is  not  my  intention,  therefore,  to  give 
drafts  upon  the  State  banks  for  public  money,  with- 
out previously  arranging  with  them  the  mode  of 
payment 

** Acting  upon  the  same  principle,  I  have  endeavored, 
in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  to  make  arrange- 
ments with  the  State  banks  in  the  Western  States, 
by  which  they  should  become  the  depositories  of  the 
public  money  collected  in  that  section  of  the  Uni<m. 
I  considered  the  depositee  there  positively  injurious  to 
the  bank,  for  the  following  reasons,  vis : 

**  1st.  That  the  offices  bad  already  extended  their 
discounta  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  further  than  was 
consistent  with  the  interest  of  the  bank. 

**  3d.  That  every  dollar  deposited  in  them  on  ac- 
count of  the  Government,  that  could  not  be  diaburaed 
there,  would  have  to  be  employed  in  discounts,  or 
transferred  to  the  bank  in  Philadelphia,  or  its  Eaatem 
offices. 

**  3d.  That  owing  to  the  state  of  exchange,  trans- 
fors  could  only  be  made  by  the  transportation  of  specie 
across  the  mountains. 

**  4th.  That,  owing  to  the  geographical  position  of 
Kentucky  and  Ohio,  the  public  expenditure  would  be 
extremely  limited. 

'*6th.  That  the  transportation  of  specie  from  the 
Western  to  the  Eastern  States,  by  the  bank,  invaria- 
bly had  produced,  and  would  continue  to  produce,  ir- 
ritation in  the  public  mind  against  the  bank. 

**^An  additional  reason  for  -endeavoring  to  maku 
State  banks  in  that  section  of  the  Union  the  deposito- 
ries of  the  public  money,  was  to  incresse  the  receipts, 
by  enabling  the  public  debtors  to  pay  in  the  not^ 
of  specie-paying  banks,  which  would  not  be  re- 
ceived by  them,  without  increasing  that  collision, 
which  it  was  my  desire  to  diminish.'' 

These  views,  it  is  believed,  were  too  just,  not  to 
meet  the  spprobation  of  the  distinguished  individual 
who  presided  over,  and  of  the  enlightened  Board 
which  then  directed  the  affairs  of,  that  institution. 
Accordingly,  Mr.  Cheves,  in  his  answer  of  the  5th 
October,  1819,  thus  expresses  himself:  *'Tbe  Board 
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Mitirely  conevrt  witk  yon  in  the  news  you  take,  ae  to 
the  Go? ermnent  ooUeetions  end  depetitee  in  the  Weet- 
•m  Statee,  which  they  believe  to  hie  celcolated  to  eeae 
the  moneyed  preeewe  on  that  portion  of  the  oonotiy, 
as  well  as  to  meet  the  interasta  of  the  Goveniment, 
and  relieve  the  bank  from  embarrassing  eoUtsions  with 
local  banking  institntioas/' 

It  happened,  however,  that,  in  three  of  the  pla>ces 
where  the  banks  were  sitoated,  with  which  the  Secre- 
tary had  made  these  arrangements,  branches  of  the 
■Bank  of  the  United  States  were  also  established.  By 
the  charter  of  that  bank,  it  was  the  dnty  o(  the  Secre- 
tary to  have  stated  to  Congress,  at  its  next  aession, 
the  reasons  why  he  had  directed  depositcs  of  the 
poblic  money  to  be  made  in  theee  three  banks.  This 
statement,  through  inadvertence,  was  not  made,  as  the 
SecreUry  has  stated  in  his  letter  of  the  24th  February, 
1838,  to  the  select  committee  of  Che  House.  But,  as 
a  fbll  explanation  of  the  motives  of  those  arrange- 
aients  had  been  made  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  whose  interests  it  was  the  object  of  that  pro- 
▼tsion  in  the  charier  to  guard,  and  as  that  institution 
had  approved  of  the  arrangements,  and  aa  the  arrange- 
laents  themselves  had  been  published  in  various  news- 
papers ;  and  as  the  facts  which  were  to  be  reported  to 
Congress  were  of  general  notoriety,  it  is  submitted, 
whether  the  Secretary  could  have  had  any  motive  ibr 
withholding  the  formal  communieation  of  the  infor* 
nation  to  Congress. 

On  the  policy  of  the  measure  adopted  by  the  Secre- 
tary in  the  employment  of  the  Western  banks,  it  is 
pesumed  there  can  be  no  doubt.  That  il  hsts  not 
been  entirely  successful,  is  considered  to  be  a  subject 
rather  of  regret  than  of  censure.  But  that  it  has  been 
mainly  beneficial  it  is  thought  will  not  be  denied  by 
those  who  candidly  examine  the  sttbieet  in  all  its 
bearings.  And  although  very  little  ultimate  leas  is 
expected,  yet  if  the  whole  sum  now  due  by  those  banks 
which  have  stopped  payment  were  to  be  lost,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  advantages  which  have  resulted  to  the 
eountiy  will  have  been  cheaply  pnrehaeed  at  that  cost. 

As  some  misunderstanding  in  respect  to  the  special 
depositee  seems  to  prevail  in  the  pablic  mind,  result- 
ing from  the  misrepresentations  that  have  been  made 
an  the  suliiect,  it  may  be  proper  to  take  this  occasion 
to  remove  it. 

About  the  time  that  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  took  charge  of  that  Departanent,  the  epecial 
deposite  aoMunted  to  upwards  of  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars, being,  on  the  81st  of  December,  1816,  $3,031,459, 
all  of  which  has  since  been  converted  into  cash  funds, 
except  $291,803.  At  the  date  of  the  Secretary 'a  report 
of  the  22d  February,  1823,  the  amount  of  the  special 
depoeite  wae  f 927,107,  including  the  f29 1,803  above 
mentioned.  Of  this  sum  of  $937,107,  about  $64,000 
have  since  been  paid.*  Hence,  it  appears,  that  of 
the  whole  sum  now  on  special  depoeite,  only  about 
$671,000,  including  the  sum  due  by  the  defaulting 
WesUm  banks,  have  become  special  during  the  pre 


eent  Seeretary'e  administration  of  the  DepartnoL 
When  it  is  coneidered  that  this  embraeea  a  perish  if 
about  seven  yeam,  during  which  gveai  dieetdefi  bin 
existed,  and  a  great  revolution  haa  bean  effected  io  the 
eurreney,  and  during  vrhich  upwarda  of  one  hnadnd 
and  sixty-three  millions  of  doHara  liav«  bean  paid  ink 
the  Treasury,  exclusive  of  loane  and  Treaenry  noici; 
and  that  of  this  sum,  upwards  of  tw«Bty<^ne  miliidBi 
and  a  half  of  dollars  having  been  rocMved  froa  the 
sale  of  lands,  and  internal  duttee  and  taxes  must  htic 
been  collected  in  those  portions  of  the  eoiintry  what 
the  greatest  disorders  existed ;  when  these  ciiena- 
stances  are  considered,  it  is  believed  that  thsna 
which  has  become  uncurrent  during  the  Seovtuy'i 
adminiatratien  of  the  Treasury,  instead  of  luraiiki^ 
ground  either  of  ceneore  or  surpriaa  by  its  nngnitsdi, 
justifies  the  conclusion,  that  in  this  raapect,  ai  k 
trusts  will  be  found  the  caee  in  all  others,  the  8«» 
tary  of  the  Treasury  haa  not  miama— ged  the  nalinil 
funds. 

In  conclusion,  the  Seeretaiy  haa  the  honor  to  mk, 
that,  although  it  is  believed  that  every  material  cft«p 
eontained  in  the  address  of  Mr.  Edwwds  has  now  km 
satisfoctorily  explained,  yet  if,  in  the  opinion  of  th 
committee,  any  further  explanation  he  dennod  turn- 
aary,  it  will  afford  him  pleasure  to  give  it,  aither  pe* 
sonally  or  in  writing. 

WM.  H.  CRAWPORD. 


*  This  sum  consists  of  •5,220  76  receirtd 


from  ihe  Miami  Ex- 
Hunuvill^,  and 
ihe  Bcaueh  Bank  of 


I  proper  to  include  in 

the  special  depoeiie  the  sam  due  by  the  Bank  of  Columbia, 
smouming  to  ^^xTSflSl  8T ;  of  thin  eum,  all  but  forty  thonaand  dol- 
lais  were  special  when  the  present  Secretary  came  into  the  Trea- 
SV17,  and  was  placed  in  thiii  l>ank  for  the  purpose  uf  being  eon> 
vetted  into  cash  funds,  as  slated  iu  the  Secreiary'i  rroort  of  the 
I4ih  of  February,  1622.  Haying  effected  this  object,  the  bank  is 
Bol  now  in  a  couditioo  to  refund  the  mooejr,  but  an  arrangemeai 
has  been  nude  by  which  the  payment  of  it,  with  interest,  has 
been,  U  is  beliered,  well  sscursd. 


Mr.  LiviNQSTON  mored  that  the  report  be  laid 
on  the  table,  and  printed. 

Mr.  F0R8TTH  hoped  that  a  copy  would  be  sen. 
by  order  of  the  House)  to  the  President  of  tk 
United  States. 

The  question  was  divided,  and  being  first  pot  m 
laying  the  report  on  the  table,  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Cook  expressed  an  intention  to  address  tk 
House,  should  the  report  be  c^led  up  for  coasi^ 
eratiotti  and  hoped  it  would  be  printed  ia  time 

The  question  on  printing  was  then  put,  sb^ 
carried. 

Mr.  Livingston  then  offered,  by  directiou  of 
the  committee,  the  foilowlDg: 

"Ordered,  That  the  committee,  to  which  was  refcr- 
red  the  Address  of  Kinian  Edwaids,  be  le^airsd  lo  si: 
after  the  a^jenmment  of  the  Hoi^e,  Ibr  each  tioM  si 
shall  be  necessary,  in  their  judgment,  Ibr  ibitbef  cs- 
amination ;  that  any  additional  report  which  aisy  hi 
made  by  them,  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Cicik  of  the 
Hodse ;  and  that  any  three  members  of  the  csB»itiee 
be  a  qnoram  Ibr  the  transaction  of  bnsiaess.** 

Mr.  WiLUAHS  wbhed  that  the  resolution  shoiii 
be  suffered  to  lie  on  the  taUe  for  one  day. 

Mr.  Taylor  hoped  that  the  House  wis  prepered 
to  act  on  the  resolution  without  delay. 

Mr.  McDuTPiE  moved  to  lay  it  00  the  table; 
and,  the  question  being  put,  it  was  carried— «f»®* 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  that  a  copjr  of  "iis 
report  be  transmitted  by  the  Clerk  of  this  Hoo^e 
to  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes.  He  w- 
served,  that  the  same  courtesy  which  had  diciated 
the  former  communication,  when  the  ineiDoml 
was  presented,  and  the  committee  had  seat  fof  ^ir- 
£d  wards,  was  proper  on  the  present  oeca^^i^* 

Mr.  WaasTSR  said,  that,  with  great  de/ereocc 
to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georfiii  i<[*^ 
peared  to  him  that,  when  the  reaolutioa  propo^ 
in  the  report  of  the  committee  ahouhl  be  adopted, 
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it  would  then  be  proper  to  make  such  communi- 
catioD,  but  not  in  the  present  stase  of  proceeding. 
Mr.  FoBSYTH  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
lie  ofered  on  the  tal)le,  till  the  determination  of 
the  House  with  respect  to  that  reported  by  the 
committee  should  be  known. — Agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  LAND  DEBT. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  House  took  up  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  to  provide  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  public  debt  doe  to  the  United  States 
hj  the  purchasers  of  public  lands. 

Mr.  u.  offered  an  amendment,  which  goes  to 
extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  a  class  of  set- 
tlers not  now  included  in  its  relief:  and  supported 
ii  by  a  coarse  of  observations  explanatory  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  proposed  to  amend  it  by 
eoofinlDg  its  operations  to  a  different  class. 

Mr.  Cook  objected  to  this  amendment,  as  leav- 
ia%  a  deserving  class  of  sufferers  without  any  re- 
lief. 

Mr.  Yahcb  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  to  modify  his  amendment,  by  a  proviso, 
goardiDg  it  from  misapplication. 

Mr.  Rankin  spoke  m  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Cook. 

When,  it  beios  found  that  a  quorum  was  not 
present,  a  call  ot  the  House  was  moved,  and  or- 
dered. 

The  roll  was  called,  in  part,  accordingly,  when 
a  qnorum  appearing,  the  farther  call  was  dispensed 

with. 

Tbe  debate  was  then  resumed  by  Messrs.  Cook, 
Wood,  McAktbitr,  McCoy,  Whipple,  and  Liv- 
itMOftfi,*  when  all  the  amendments  were  rejected. 
Tbe  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

AHKAN8AS  BOUNDARY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Conwat  the  House,  in  Com- 
Duttee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Sbabpb  in  the  Chair,) 
considered  the  bill  to  fix  the  western  boundary  line 
of  (be  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

On  tbis  htU  an  animated  debate  of  considerable 
extent  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Rankin  opposed  the 
extension  of  the  present  boundary  of  that  Terri- 
tory, as  violating  the  provision  of  Indian  treaties, 
^gimg  an  improper  size  to  the  future  State  into 
vfaieb  this  Territory  will  soon  be  formed.  He 
<iefiied  the  right  of  the  settlers  to  the  lands  they 
oceopied,  and  contended  that  that  Territory  ought 
to  afford  a  resting  place  to  the  Indians  from  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Mississippi,  6cc. 

Mr.  CoNWAT  remonstrated  with  warmth  against 

mny  thousand  Choctaw  Indians  turned  in  among 

tbe  settlements  of  Arkansas,  to  turn  out  those  who 

bad  subdued  the  wilderness,  and  were  surrounded 

▼itb  improvements,  the  fruit  of  their  own  labor, 

^ds,  millsy  cottpn  factories,  distilleries,  dbc.    He 

contended  that  the  limits  of  the  Territory  should 

be  removed  farther  to  the  West,  to  allow  room  for 

ibese  Indians,  having  a  separate  home  from  the 

vbites,  dbc.,  and  to  give  strength  to  Arkansas  as 

i  fature  frontier  State. 

Mr.  Wood  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to 
tbe  bill.  "^"^ 

Mr.  CoHWAT  explained. 


Mr.  Ci^AY  advocated  the  pa^sa^^e  of  the  bill— • 
represented  the  hardship  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  settlers — considered  the  new  Territories  as 
younger  daughters  in  the  common  federative  fam- 
ily, and,  as  such,  entitled  to  an  indulgent  policy— > 
denied  that  the  size  of  the  erritory  must  neces- 
sarily govern  the  size  of  the  future  State  to  be 
formed  out  of  it,  and  even  if  it  did,  he  urged  the 
policy  of  making  Arkansas  a  strong  frontier  State. 
The  bill  only  asks  the  Indians  to  consent  to  remove 
the  line  farther  west,  and  does  not  violate  any 
treaty.  It  had  received  the  deliberate  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate,  and  he  hoped  it  would  pass 
this  House. 

Mr.  Rankin  rejoined.  If  this  extension  of  the 
limits  be  allowed,  the  whole  must  be  received  as 
a  State,  or  a  small  section  of  its  western  part  must 
remain  (probably  forever)  a  Territory,  or  else  the 
Indians  must  be  driven  still  farther  west. 

Mr.  Clat  responded.  If  Louisiana  waa  not  as 
large  as  the  gentleman  could  wish,  it  was  an  ar- 
gument rather  for  than  against  this  bill.  He  (Mr. 
C.)  had  opposed  the  treaty  by  which  Texas  was 
ceded,  and  Louisiana  consequently  reduced  in  ex- 
tent. If  Louisiana  was  comparatively  weak,  the 
greater  need  that  the  adjoining  frontier  state 
should  be  a  strong  one. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  Wood, 
Mr.  F.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Isackb,  when  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House ;  and, 
the  question  being  put  on  its  final  passage,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative— ayes  52,  noes  56. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States ;  the  one  transmitting  an  ad- 
dition to  the  Digest  of  Foreign  Commercial  Law, 
previously  transmitted— the  other,  certain  docu- 
ments called  for  in  relation  to  foreign  spoliations 
on  our  commerce,  dbc. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

WBDHB8DAT,  May  26. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fur  the  relief  of  the  rep- 
resentative of  Thomas  Robinson,  deceased,"  re- 
Corted  the  same  without  amendment;  and  the 
ill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  this  day. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  were  referred  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
<*An  act  amendatory  of  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washin^n,  pasaed 
tbe  15th  of  May,  1820,"  reported  their  agreement 
to  the  same.  The  amendments  were  then  read, 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Mitchell,  agent  of  prisoners  of 
war  at  Halifax,  with  a  further  amendment,  order- 
ing certain  parts  of  his  account  to  be  settled  on 
principles  ot  equity,  and  a  balance  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  passed  to  his  credit,  (lost  by  the  al^- 
sconding  of  a  third  person,)  were  concurred  in. 

The  resolution,  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Cam- 
BBELSNO,  calling  for  information  with  respect  to 
the  amount  of  French  spoliations,  was  called  up, 
and  being  by  the  mover  amended  so  as  to  extend 
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to  thirty  instead  of  eight  yean,  was  adopted  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  WtLLiAMSj  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Joseph  Forrest,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment ;  and  the  oill  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  yesterday,  by 
Mr.  Stewart,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  tP  this  House,  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  the  amount  of  losses  sustained,  daring  the 
last  thirty  years,  upon  bonds  given  for  the  duties  upon 
imports,  distinguishing  the  amount  in  each  year ;  and 
to  state  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  measures 
should  be  adopted  by  Congress,  to  prevent  similar 
losses  in  future ;  and,  also,  what  effeet  the  total  re- 
peal, or  a  limitation,  of  the  credits,  now  given  for 
said  duties,  would,  in  his  opinion,  have  upon  the  rev- 
enue. 

Mr.  Hamiltom  laid  the  following  resolution  on 
the  table,  for  consideration  to  morrow,  viz : 

Feeohedt  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment be  instructed  to  lay  before  Congress,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a 
statement  of  the  present  state  of  the  works  at  Dau- 
phin Island,  and  of  the  materials  which  were  collected 
at  that  point ;  as  well,  also,  a  statement  of  the  proba- 
ble loss  which  the  country  may  have  sustained  from 
the  sospension  of  ssid  works ;  and  that  he,  moreover, 
be  instructed  to  submit  a  plan  and  estimate  for  the 
works  to  be  erected  on  Dauphin  Island;  provided,  the 
Executive  should  still  deem  such  fortifications  ne- 
eessary. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  representative  of  Thomas  Rob- 
inson, deceased,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  made  on  the 
24th  instant,  on  memorials  and  petitions  upon  the 
subject  of  spoliations  on  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  committed  by  authority  of  the  French 
Government  ^  whereupon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House,  at  the  next 
session,  as  early  as  the  public  interest  will  permit, 
the  correspondence  which  may  have  been  held  with 
the  Government  of  France,  prior  to  that  time,  on 
the  subject  of  injuries  sustained  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States  since  the  year  1806. 

A  message  from  the  House  informed  the  Sen- 
ate that  they  have  passed  bills  of  this  House,  of 
the  following  titles,  with  amendments,  viz:  An 
act  authorizing  the  employment  of  additional 
clerks,  and  certain  messengers  and  assistants,  and 
other  persons,  in  the  several  departments  i  An  act 
making  further  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1824, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  [Indian  affairs.]  An  act 
to  authorize  the  building  of  lighthouses,  light- 
vessels,  and  beacons,  therein  mentioned,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  An  act  enabling  the  claimants  to 
land  within  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  I 


of  Arkansas  to  institute  proceediagi  to  try  tk 
validity  of  their  claims;  m  which  amendinafe 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  last  mentioned,  was  read  and  concurred  in  bf 
tiie  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tk 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  boildiogof 
lighthouses,  lisht- vessels,  and  beacons,  thereiB 
mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wbok 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tk 
bill,  entitled  *^An  act  authorizing  the  employmat 
of  additional  clerks,  and  certain  messengers ui 
assistanis,  and  other  persons,  in  the  sereral  De 

Eirtments,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  l^tk 
ouse. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  totk 

bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  apppb- 

ations  for  the  military  service  of  the  United  Su» 

for  the  year  1824,  and  for  other  purposes,"  vm 

I  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  (^ 
Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris^"  was  uka 
up.  The  report  of  a  committee  in  the  case  w 
read.  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  BAaaous  ta'A 
the  history  of  the  transactions  to  which  the  bit 
alludes.  The  latter  gentleman  advocated  the  pi»- 
sage  of  the  bill,  and  the  former  opposed  it  nt 
Warfield,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  HAMiLTOH,andMr. 
Cocke,  further  opposed,  and  Mr.  McCot  adT<r 
cated  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  when,  on  motioa  uf 
Mr.  Strong,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress. Leave  was  refused  to  sit  again,  and  Hx 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table — ayes  65^  noes  41. 

Mr.  Whipple,  from  the  Committee  on  i^ 
Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  a  Mesafc 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  ctxawt 
nicating  a  report  from  Alexander  Hsffliltoa,! 
land  commissioner  in  Florida,  made  a  report 
thereon ;  which  was  read ;  whereon,  it  was 

Resohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stita 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  prepared  sod  tnotai^ 
to  the  Commissioners  for  the  ezaminstion  of  diioi 
and  titles  to  lands  in  Florida,  such  instraetioof  tvocb- 
ing  their  powers,  and  the  peribrmanoe  of  tkeii  datieii 
under  the  existing  laws,  as  he  may  deem  nccMmTt 
from  an  examination  of  the  report  of  AlextaderHta* 
ilton,  one  of  the  Commiasionere,  and  the  report  of  tin 
other  two  Commissioners  for  East  Florida. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUM 
be  requested  to  adopt  such  means  as  he  mtj  d^ 
necessary  for  the  safe-keeping  and  seeoritj  of  v 
public  records  of  the  Spanish  (^^ernmeat,  is  Kiiti« 
to  lands  in  Florida. 

ARKANSAS  BOUNDARY. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Ross,  iha  ^* 
House  do  reconsider  the  vote,  taken  yestcfdifj  on 
the  question,  Shall  the  bill  from  the  Seoale,  »* 
titled  "An  act  to  fiT  the  western  boundarr  "W 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  for  otb'f  P* 
poses,"  be  read  a  third  time  7  and  on  tbeqo«^^^' 
Will  the  House  reconsider  the  said  vote?  ui»'^ 
in  the  affirmative.  ...  ^ 

The  question  was  again  put,  Shall  the  nil  ^ 
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Rid  a  third  time?  and  passed  in  the  affirtnatiye. 
To-day  was  then  assigned  for  the  third  reading 
of  ibe  said  bill.  The  bill  was,  accordingly,  read 
a  third  time.  And,  on  the  question,  Shalfit  pass  ? 
it  pissed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  70,  nays  58,  as 
foiiows: 

Tiis— Measrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander  of  Vs., 
Alexander  of  Teaoesaee,  J.  8.  Barboar»  Breek,  Brent, 
Bickoer,  Cocke,  Condict,  Cookt  Craig,  Cushmeni 
Fifldlaj,  Floyd,  Foot  of  Connecticut,  Forward,  Harris, 
Haiy,  Holoombe,  Houston,  Ingham,  backs,  Jenkins, 
Jenainga,  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Kidder,  Kremer,  Law* 
ma,  Li^wich,  Litchfield,  Little,  Livermore,  Livings- 
ta), McArtbur,  McDuffie,  McKim,  Martindale,  Met- 
cilfc,  Mitchell  of  Pennsylvania,  Mitchell  of  Maryland, 
Moore  of  Kentucky,  Neale,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Psuenofi  of  Ohio,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Reynolds, 
Ricbarda,  Rich,  Rose,  Ross,  Scott,  Sloaoe,  Btandefer, 
A.  StcTeoBOD,  J.  Stephenson,  Stewart,  Strong,  Swan, 
Tiiiiferro,  Tattnall,  Taylor,  Test,  Udree,  Van  Wyck, 
Wir£eld,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  James  Wilson, 
aad  Henry  Wilson. 

ICiii— Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beecher,  Blair,  Cambre* 
ieof,  Cimpbell  of  South  Carolina,  Cary,  Cobb,  Crafts, 
Coipeper^  Cnthberi,  Durfee,  Dwioell,  Dwight,  Eddy, 
Fcote  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Frost,  Gatlin,  Gist.  Gnr- 
ky,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hayden,  Hobart,  Hoge- 
kwo,  Hooks,  Lee,  Lincoln,  McCoy,  MeKee,  McLane 
ftfDeltwtre,  Matlack,Matson,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Nel- 
«D,  Newton,  Piomer  of  New  Hampshire,  Poinsett, 
Itakin,  Reed,  Sharpe,  Alexander  Smyth,  Speight, 
Tlioopioii  of  Georgia,  Thompson  of  Kentucky,  Tom- 
BMoa,Tocker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Vuee  of  North  Carolina,  Vsnce  of  Ohio,  Webster, 
Whipple,  Whitman,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wilson  of 
Soath  Carolina,  Wood,  and  Wrighu 

CASE  OF  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

Mr.  LiTiNosTOif  moTed  for  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  reported  yesterday  by  the  com- 
■iitee  of  iBTestigation  in  the  case  of  Ninian  £d* 
vards.   Carried — ayes  83,  noes  26. 

Mr.  A.  Smttb  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
h  striking  out  so  much  of  it  as  provides  that  three 
members  shall  be  a  quorum  of  the  committee — 
carried. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB  moyed  farther  to  amend  the  res^ 
G^stioQ  by  addioff  a  clause  directing  that  a  copy 
<A  ibe  committee's  report  and  accompanying  doc- 
Qoeots  be  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the 
Called  States. 

Mr.  Cook  mored  to  amend  this  amendment  by 
Qcloding  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  Congress  in  relation  to  his  transactions  with 
^e  Western  banks ;  the  correspondence  laidtefore 
Congress  on  that  subject,  and  the  report  in  rela- 
tion to  the  illegal  introduction  of  Africans  into 
Ibe  United  States,  among  the  papers  laid  before 
tite  President. 

Oa  these  amendments  and  the  following  ques- 
ts, a  debate  arose.  The  gentleman  who  took 
P»rt  iu  it  were  Messrs.  Cook,  Forsyth,  Jen- 
»WGs,  and  Webster. 

Both  the  amendments  were  rejected. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Livinoston,  the  resolve  was 
^Qieoded  so  as  to  direct  that  the  Clerk  cause  the 
^&l  report  of  the  committee  to  be  printed  and 
^i^asmit  a  copy  to  each  member  of  the  House. 


The  question  then  recurring  on  the  resolution 
as  amended — 

Farther  debate  took  place.  In  the  course  of  it, 
Mr.  A.  Smtth  moved  to  lay  the  resolve  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  negatived — ayes  49, 
noes  58. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  resolution  as 
amended,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— 
ayes  74. 

So  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMARCHAIS. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

<<  Resolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  avail  himself  of  all  the  means  in  his 
power,  to  ascertain  whether  any  farther  evidence  can 
be  obtained  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais ;  and  that,  if  any  such  evi- 
dence shall  be  obtained,  that  he  communicate  the  same 
to  this  House,  at  an  early  period  in  the  next  session." 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  stated  the  reasons  in  favor  of 
the  above  resolution;  the  principal  of  which  was, 
a  wish  to  show  the  French  Qovernment  that  this 
country  is  disposed  to  do  justice  in  the  case  of  the  , 
Beaumarchais  claim. 

Mr.  Forsyth  stated  that  it  formed  a  part  of 
the  instructions  of  our  Minister  to  France,  to  ne^ 
gotiate  on  all  just  claims  of  citizens  of  tne  two 
nations  against  each  other's  Grovernmeot^  which 
included  this  case,  and  that  this  proposition  was  * 
therefore  unnecessary. 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  thought,  that,  though  this  was 
true,  yet  it  was  expedient  to  adopt  the  resolution, 
to  prevent  mistakeli  impressions^  which  might  be 
produced  by  the  late  vote  of  this  House  on  that 
claim. 

Mr.  Sharps  feared  that  the  resolution  might  be 
the  means  of  holding  out  false  hopes  to  the  claim- 
ant, that  this  House  might  recognise  her  claim-^ 
which  were  better  prevented. 

Mr.  Livermore  observed,  that  this  would  be  the 
first  instance  of  the  chief  executive  magistrate  of 
a  country's  being  called  on  to  search  for  evidence 
in  support  of  the  claim  of  a  private  foreign  citizen 
against  his  own  Government.  He  hoped  the 
resolution  would  not  prevaiL 

The  question  being  taken  upon  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  it  was  decided  in  tne  negative. 

SYSTEM  OF  BANKRUPTCY,  &c. 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Reioived,  That  it  is  expedient  to  establish  an  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States. 
In  presentinff  this  resolve  for  consideration- 
Mr,  W.  said  he  presented  this .  resolution  now 
with  the  intention  of  asking  the  House  to  act  upon 
it  early  at  its  next  meeting.  He  thought  the  next 
session  would  be  a  favorable  opportunity  to  settle 
this  important  question  one  way  or  the  other. 
Causes  were  understood  to  be  pending  before  the 
Supreme  Court  in  which  the  power  of  the  States 
to  pass  bankrupt  laws,  so  far  as  to  operate  on  sub- 
sequent contracts,  was  to  be  decided.  The  court 
lutving  heard  arguments  on  that  question,  and 
now  holding  the  eauses  under  advisement,  a  judg- 
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mwi  might  probably  be  expected  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  term.  That  decision,  which  ever  way 
made,  would  present  a  fit  opportunity  for  taking 
the  sense  of  Congress  on  the  expediency  of  a  nni- 
form  bankrupt  law«  If  the  decision  should  be 
against  the  power  of  the  States  to  pass  such  acts, 
then  it  might  be  ho])ed  that  members  from  those 
States  which  had,  in  fact,  hitherto  maintained 
such  laws,  might  be  willing  to  co-operate  with 
others  in  the  establishment  of  a  general  system. 
If  it  should  be  in  favor  of  the  State  authority,  on 
the  other  hand,  then  the  question  would  be,  whe- 
ther it  were  better  to  have  a  general  system,  under 
the  authority  of  this  Government,  or  a  local  sys^ 
tem,  in  each  State?  In  one  event,  the  question 
Would  be,  between  a  general  uniform  bankrupt 
law  and  no  bankrupt  law  at  all;  in  the  other,  be- 
tween one  uniform  system  and  twenty-four  difler- 
ent  and  clashing  systems.  He  had  intended  to 
present,  not  merely  a  single  resolution,  but  a  series 
of  resolutions,  describing  the  outline  of  such  a 
svstem  as  appeared  to  him  expedient  to  adopt. 
oai  other  engagements  had  not  allowed  him  suffi- 
cient leisure.  He  earnestly  hoped  that  members 
would  take  this  important  subject  into  considera- 
tion, and  that  the  House  would  be  prepared  to  act 
upon  it  at  the  next  session. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  took  up  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  bill  ''for  the  building  of  certain  additional 
lighthouses,  light- vessels,  ^.  After  an  extended 
discussion,  a  part  of  those  amendments  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  residue  dissented  from,  when 
the  result  was  reported  to  the  House. 

[While  the  House  remained  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Clat 
rose  and  said,  that  he  would  ask  a  single  mo- 
ment's attention  of  the  Committee  whilst  he  said 
only  one  word  in  respect  to  a  resolution  which  he 
haa  had  the  honor  to  present  some  time  ago.  The 
resolution  to  which  he  referred  was  that  which 
proposed  an  expression  of  the  feelings  of  Congress 
in  regard  to  an  attack  supposed  to  be  meditated 
by  Allied  Europe  upon  the  independence  of  Span- 
ish America.  He  nad  offered  that  resolution  in 
consequence  of  information  di&closed  in  the  Presi 
dent's  Message,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress ;  and  most  certainly,  if  the  design 
imputed  to  the  Allies  had  really  been  entertained, 
every  consideration  connected  with  the  interest, 
the  safety,  and  even  the  independence  of  this 
country,  called  for  the  most  deliberate  attention 
to  his  proposition.  But  such  a  purpose,  abomina- 
ble as  It  would  have  been,  ought  not  to  be  attri- 
buted upon  any  other  than  the  strongest  evidence. 
Events  and  circumstances,  subsequent  to  the  com- 
munication of  the  Message,  evinced,  that,  if  such 
a  purpose  were  ever  seriously  entertained,  it  had 
been  relinquished.  For  his  part,  whilst  he  was 
dbposed  to  keep  a  vigilant  eye  on  every  move- 
ment of  the  Allies,  as  to  America,  and  to  be  ready 
to  give  his  feeble  co-operation  to  every  measure 
calculated  lo  repel  their  aggressions,  if  any  such 
should  be  attempted,  on  the  independence  of  any 


part  of  America,  he  was,  on  the  other  band,  on- 
willing  to  give  them  any  just  cause  of  oftnee 
against  us.  But,  to  pass  the  resolution,  after  all 
that  has  occurred — in  the  absence  of  any  soffieieot 
evidence  of  their  cherh^ing  inimical  designs  on 
this  continent — ^might  be  construed  by  them  as 
unfriendlv,  if  not  olensive.  Under  the  full  eoo- 
vietion,  therefore,  that  they  did  not  entertain  anf 
purpose  so  diabolical  as  that  would  beof  sttempt- 
ing  to  reduce  Spanish  America  to  its  ancient  sub- 
jection, or  of  compelling  it  to  adopt  the  monar- 
chical form  of  Government,  he  should  contioae 
to  abstain  from  pressing  upon  the  attention  of  the 
House  his  resolution ;  and  should  allow  it  to  sleep 
where  it  now  reposes,  on  the  table.] 

And  then  the  House  determined  to  takeaieee» 
until  seven  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Evening  Sbssioii,  May  26. 

The  House  resumed  its  session. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  in  addition  to  the 
several  acts  regulating  naturalization"  was  taken 
up  and  passed. 

COMMITTEE  R00M8»  dtc 
Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  Committee  appointdt» 
make  distribution  of  the  rooms  in  the  Capitol  ap* 
propriated  to  the  use  of  the  House  of  Represeofr 
tives,  reported  that  the  committee  had  distnboted 
the  rooms  in  the  following  manner : 

To  the  Speaker,  No  3,  of  the  «outh  wiog ; 

To  the  Commitiee  of  Electume,  The  room  io  tki 
fourth  story  of  the  centro  bailding  OTor  Ko.  23; 

To  the  Committu  of  WatfM  and  Means,  No.  77  d 
the  south  wing ; 

To  the  Commiiiet  of  Chims,  No.  60  of  tha  Ml^ 
wing; 

To  the  Committee  on  Commerte,  No.  40ofth» 
centre  bailding ; 

To  the  Committuon  the  Pubiie  Lanis^  The  oofth 
west  corner  room  of  the  fourth  atorj  ; 

To  the  Committu  on  the  Post  OffiuandPoUBotdi, 
No.  42  of  the  centre  building  ; 

To  the  Committee  of  the  District  of  Cohmbia,  The 
southwest  corner  of  the  bssement  story ; 

To  the  Committee  an  the  Ju^dary,  The  room  is 
the  fourth  story  over  No.  14 ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Itetohttit»srf 
Claims,  No  69  of  the  south  wing ; 

7o  the  Committee  on  PnbHe  Expendiivreh  ^^ 
43  of  the  centre  building  ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claimt,  ^ 
89  of  tbs  centre  building ; 

To  the  Committee  on  Mdnufaettires,  The  iooai>-  ^ 
the  fourth  story  over  No.  15 ;  ' 

7b  the  Committee  on  AgrkuUwre^  The  roonin  v 
fourth  story  over  No.  22  ; 

To  the  Committee  oa  hutian  AJahts,  No.  59  of  ^  i 
south  wing ;  I 

To  the  Committee  on  MUUary  Affairs^  The  room  \s 
the  right  of  the  west  entrance  on  the  bsaemeot  storj » 

7b  the  Committu  on  Navai  Affairs,  No.  64  of  ui« 
south  wing ;  .    I 

7b  the  Committu  on  Foreign  Affmrt,  Tb*  «ott- 
west  comer  room  of  the  fourth  story ;  .  b    • 

7b  the  Committu  of  Reoisaland  VnfaiiM^^' 
ness,  No.  70  of  the  south  wing ; 
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To  tkt  Committee  of  uiecowulf  •  No.  68  of  the  soath 

wiflg; 

The  Committee»cn  Expendiluret  in  the  different 
D^artmenU,  ■hall  havo  the  right  -of  holding  their 
Btetiagi  in  the  rooms  appropriate^  to  the  committee 
tppoiotcd  on  the  subjects  to  which  they  severally 

Totht  Clerk  of  the  Houh  and  hii  Clerks,  Nos.  14, 
1$,  16,  of  the  centre  baiMing ; 

To  the  Sergeant  at  Arme,  No.  2  of  the  south  wing ; 

The  Qoappropriated  rooms  shall  be  subject  to  the 
order  ud  disposal  of  the  Speaker  until  the  further  or- 
der of  the  House. 

The  said  report  was  read ;  wherepon  it  was  re- 
solred  that  this  House  do  agree  to  the  same. 

The  bill "  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  south- 
en  and  western  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
toari/'was  taken  up,  at  the  urgent  instance  of 
Mr.  Scott,  and  passed. 

The  bill  '^  to  complete  the  surveys  of  the  harbor 
of  Charieston,  in  South  Carolina,  St.  Mary's  in 
Georgia,  and  the  coast  of  Florida,  and  for  other 
porpoees,''  was  taken  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poim- 
SCTT,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whipple,  it  was 

Badoedy  That  all  the  bills  which  have  been 
cvdered  to  a  third  reading,  but  which,  owing  to  a 
rale  of  the  House,  cannot  be  transmitted  to  the 
Seaate,  be  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  of  No- 
Tember  next. 

The  bill  *^  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
ponishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
Slates,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  up,  on 
rfqoestof  Mr.  Scott,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  to  authorize  the  legisla- 
tne  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  sell  and  convey  cer- 
tain tracts  of  land  granted  to  said  State,  for  the 
D5e  of  the  people  thereof;  and  the  bill  authorizing 
the  repayment  for  land,  erroneously  sold  by  the 
United  states ;  which  bills  were,  on  Monday,  the 
24th  instant,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
*.hiid  time,  respectively,  be  read  the  third  time  on 
the  second  Monday  of  December  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
(he  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"^Ad  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  passed  on  the 
13th  of  Jane,  1812.  entitled  ^An  act  making  further 
J>OTision  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Missouri;"  which  was  reported  with 
amendments;  which  were  read  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  and  the  amendments  ordered  to  be 
cagrosaed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  CoMDicT  moved  the  following  resolution ; 

JUidmd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  in- 
itiacted  to  io^nire,  and  report  to  this  House  at  the 
comoeacement  of  ^e  next  session  of  Congress,  what 
ve  the  material  causes  of  those  fatal  disasters,  which 
Ittve  10  frequently  occurred  on  board  steamboats,  in 
^  waters  of  the  United  States ;  and  what  regulations 
^*7,  in  his  opinion,  afford  better  security  to  the  lives 
of  pssteogers  and  crews :  And  for  the  purpose  of  this 
i&^airy,  the  Secretary  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  to  his 
^■istaoce  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  engineers, 
■ad  others,  skilled  in  navigating  and  constructing  ves- 
*b  propelled  by  fire  or  steam. 

The  rule,  which  requires  that  a  proposition  re- 


questii^  information  to  be  furnished  by  the  Head 
of  an  ESxecutive  Department  shall  lie  on  the  table 
one  day,  for  consideration,  being,  in  the  case  of 
the  above  resolution,  dispensed  with,  by  the  unan- 
imous  consent  of  the  House : 

The  question  was  taken  to  agree  to  the  said 
resolution,  and  passed  in  the  afllrmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nswton,  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  was  directed  to  make  the  same  compensa- 
tion to  the  extra  clerks,  employed  to  expedite  the 
engrossing  and  enrolling  the  bills  of  the  House,  aa 
has  heretofore  been  allowed  by  the  committee,  for 
similar  services. 

The  bill  from  ihe  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  sup* 
plemenCarv  to  an  act  passed  on  the  13th  June^  1812, 
entitled  'An  aet  making  further  provision  for  set- 
tling the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri." was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 

Orderedj  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  cause  to 
be  prepared  a  list  of  all  business  remaining  unde- 
termined, which,  by  an  existing  rule,  is  to  be  re- 
sumed, in  the  state  in  which  the  same  now  ii^ 
and  acted  upon  at  the  next  session  of  Congress; 
designating^  that  which  is  committed  from  that 
which  is  laid  on  the  table ;  and  that  a  copy  of  said 
list,  when  printed,  be  forwarded  by  mail  to  each 
member  of  this  House. 


Thursday,  May  27. 

The  House  met  at  8  o'clock. 

Several  communications  were  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  announcing 
his  approbation  and  signature  of  bills  passed  by 
both  nouses. 

CASE  OF  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  rose,  and  said,  that  it  had 
yesterday  been  decided  that  three  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Investigation,  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Ninian  Edwards,  should  not  be  a  quorum  of  that 
committee.  He  had  understood  that  one  of  the 
members  of  that  committee  had  left  the  United 
States,  and  that  another  was  gone  home  to  his  res- 
idence in  Alabama.  It  was  very  desirable  that 
the  committee  should  be  filled  up;  and,  with  a 
view  to  that  object,  he  moved  that  two  members 
be  added  to  the  committee,  to  supply  the  place  of 
the  two  members  present. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  he  rose  partly  to  second  the 
motion  of  his  honorable  frieno,  but  more  particu- 
larly to  express  his  astonishment  at  a  paragraph 
which  he  had  this  moment  seen  in  a  Richmond 
paper,  of  Tuesday,  in  a  communication  signed 
^<  John  Randolph,  of  Roanoke."  The  paragraph 
is  in  these  words : 

**  It  was  at  my  instance,  and  not  without  consider- 
able resistance  on  the  part  of  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  Secretary  had  the  opportunity  given 
him  to  file  his  answer  to  the  accusation  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards." 

A  regard  to  my  own  character,  sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
and  to  the  character  of  the  committee  with  whom 
I  am  associated,  does  not  allow  me  to  pass  over 
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this  statement ;  and  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  say- 
ing that  the  order  in  committee  for  commnnicat- 
ing  the  address  to  Mr.  Crawford,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  answering  it,  was 
not  made  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Randolph  ;  and, 
further,  that  no  one  of  the  committee  made  any 
opposition  to  that  motion.  I  hope  I  am  fully  and 
distinctly  understood — I  wish  to  be  so.  And  I 
again  assert  that  no  one  of  the  committee  intimat- 
eo  the  least  opposition  to  the  motion.  Fortunate- 
ly, the  original  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  are  preserved,  and  the  entry,  as  it  now 
stands,  in  the  handwriting  of  one  of  the  commit- 
tee, is  as  follows : 

**  AraiL  28,  1824. 

«  Coramittfla  met.    All  present. 

**  On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlos, 

<'  Orderedt  That  the  chairman  transmit  to  Mr.  Craw- 
ford a  copy  of  Mr.  Edvrarde's  memorial,  and  the  accom- 
panying papers,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
creating  the  committee.  To  which  Mr.  Randolph 
proposed  the  following  amendment:  'And  inform  him 
that  the  committee  are  proceeding  in  the  examina- 
tion, and  that  they  are  ready  to  receive  any  commu- 
nication which  he  may  think  proper  to  make,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  same ;'  which  amendment  was  accepted  by 
Mr.  Tatlo»  ;  and,  thus  amended,  was  unanimously 
adopted." 

Mr.  Little,  of  Maryland,  thought  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was 
not  necessary.  He  thought  the  present  committee 
entirely  competent  to  the  business  which  had  been 
referred  to  them,  and  that  it  would  be  best  to  leave 
them  to  settle  their  own  affairs.  It  must  be  a  very 
disagreeable  thins  to  remain  confined  here  after 
the  session  of  thellouse  was  closed,  and  he  would 
not  willingly  impose  upon  another  that  to  which 
he  should  be  averse  himself.  He  regretted,  for 
his  part,  that  this  matter  had  ever  been  brought 
before  tne  House,  and  that  it  had  been  referred  to 
the  committee,  giving  it  (bus  an  importance  which 
did  not  properly  belong  to  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  observing 
that  the  House  was  very  thin,  thought  it  best  to 
defer  the  consideration  of  the  motion  till  a  fuller 
House  should  be  obtained ;  and  with  that  view 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth  expressed  a  hope  that  the  mover 
would  consent  to  withdraw  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  he  could  not  consider  the 
measure  proposed  as  at  all  necessary.  Every  gen- 
tleman, ne  believed,  was  entirely  satisfied  with 
the  present  committee,  and  prepared  to  place  every 
proper  confidence  in  the  proceedings— and  he 
wished  a  division  of  the  House  on  his  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  \)ie  table. 

Mr.  Poinsett  observed,  that  there  was  evidently 
not  a  quorum  of  members  present ;  and  from  the 
best  information  he  could  obtain,  he  was  induced 
to  believe,  that  so  many  had  last  evening  and  this 
morning  availed  themselves  of  the  various  convey- 
ances which  were  departing  in  all  directions,  that 
there  was  not  a  quorum  left  in  the  city — and  he 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  not 
persist  in  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cook  then  observed,  that  the  remarks  of 


the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  yesterday,  (Mr.  A. 
Smyth)  required  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion to  ask  what  |iad  now  been  moved  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York.  He  did  not  think  the 
measure  was  at  all  required  by  the  parties  co^ 
cerned.  The  examination  of  their  case  might  be 
safely  left  to  the  present  committee,  withoot  aof 
augmentation ;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  best, 
under  all  circumstances,  that  the  committee sbooid 
agree  to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  Ellis  spoke  a  few  words  to  the  same  effect 

Mr.  Taylor  then  observed,  that  it  would  pro- 
bably be  the  best  course  to  lay  the  resoluiioo  ob 
the  table  by  unanimous  consent,  in  the  hope^  (hal 
in  the  course  of  an  hour  a  quorum  might  beob> 
tained. 

Mr.  Poinsett  observed  that  he  had,  from  tin 
first,  been  opposed  to  directing  the  committee  to 
sit  in  the  recess ;  but  the  House  had  determlDcd 
otherwise,  and  he  now  thought  that  it  was  wbol- 
Iv  unnecessary  that  other  members  be  added.  So 
far  from  being  increased  within  an  hoar,  be  be- 
lieved the  number  of  attending  members  would  be 
lessened. 

Mr.  Livingston  rose  and  said  that  he  had  tbit 
instant  come  into  the  House,  and  that  t  paper 
had  been  put  into  his  hands,  containing  s  letter 
signed  by  an  honorable  member  of  this  Hoose. 
who  was  also  a  member  of  the  committee  appoisr 
ed  on  the  address  of  Ninian  Edwards,  which  let- 
ter contained  a  statement  that  he  thought  it  io- 
cumbent  on  him,  as  a  member  of  that  committee, 
to  notice.    It  is  there  said  that  "it  was  at  his 

*  (Mr.  Ranoolph's)  instance,  and  not  withoot 
'  considerable  resistance  on  the  part  of  a  majoritf 

*  of  the  committee,  that  the  Secretary  had  the  op- 
'  portunity  given  him  to  file  his  answer  to  tbe 

*  accusation  of  Mr.  Edwards."  Mr.  L.  said  be 
was  bound  to  declare  that  there  was  not  on  his 
part  the  slightest  opposition,  nor  did  aojr  other 
member  of  the  committee  express  any,  or  sbov 
the  least  disinclination  to  communicate  the  ac- 
cusation to  Mr.  Crawford,  or  to  give  bim  in 
opportunity  of  answering  it;  that,  on  thecontrtrf, 
it  was  one  of  the  first  measures  proposed  after  the 
papers  were  printed ;  that  the  motion  was  made, 
as  appeared  by  the  minutes  of  the  committee,  by 
a  member  from  New  York,  to  communicate  tbe 
papers,  that  Mr.  Randolph's  amendment  wv 
adopted  by  him,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to, 
as  amended.  Mr.  L.  said  that  the  statement  coaid 
only  have  arisen  from  a  very  great  misappreheo- 
sion  of  the  proceeding  of  the  committee,*  bot 
that  it  conveyed  so  serious  a  charge  on  their  cba^ 
acter  and  impartiality,  that  he  appealed  to  tbe 
recollection  of  all  the  members*  now  present,  to 
declare  whether  the  statement  he  had  made  wis 
not  correct. 

Mr.  Mc Arthur  said  that  he  distinctly  reeol- 
lected  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  on  the 
2Sth  April — that  it  was  upon  the  rootiotn  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  the  order  was  made  to  transmit  to  Mr. 
Crawford  a  copy  of  Mr.  Edward^k^s  address,  and 
the  accompanying  papers,  together  with  the  reso- 
lution creatine  the  committee,  which  vras  t^' 
esced  in  by  all  the  members  then  present  Mr. 
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^LOTD,  perhaps,  suggested  the  propriety  of  first 
xamioiog  the  communications  and  documents, 
ut  did  not  nrge  the  suggestion.  Upon  Mr.  Ran- 
»olpb'8  arrival,  the  proceedings  of  the  committee 
rere  read  to  him,  when  he  remarked  that  he 
oped  the  committee  would  not  be  delayed  in  its 
lyestigation  for  the  Secretary's  answer — that  he 
ras  for  progressing  with  the  investigation,  but 
ras  willing  that  the  Secretary  should  be  advised 
f  it;  and  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr. 
?AYLOR,  as  stated  in  the  minutes  of  the  commit- 
X,  That  the  modification  proposed  by  Mr.  R. 
ras  accepted  by  Mr.  Taylor,  and  unanimously 
dopted.  That  he  was  confident  that  the  state- 
lent  relatiTC  thereto,  which  appeared  in  the 
tichmond  Enquirer  of  the  25th  instant  over  the 
ignature  of  John  Rajtdolfh  of  Roanoke,  is  not 
orrecl. 

Mr.  Fi^YO.  said  that  he  had  just  come  in,  and 
id  not  know  very  well  what  it  was  the  geatle- 
lan  bad  been  saying.  If,  as  he  was  told,  it  reia- 
ed  to  the  occurrences  in  the  committee,  he  could 
•oly  state  the  impression  which  was  made  on  his 
nemory,  though  he  did  know  that  he  was  correct, 
ut  believed  hi  was.  So  &r,  however,  as  he  was 
old  what  Mr.  Randolph  had  written,  it  seemed 
0  him  that  there  was  evidently  some  mistake  in 
be  business,  jfle  presumed  it  must  relate  to  con- 
'ersations  in  the  committee,  rather  than  to  the 
neasure  adopted  by  them.  A  proposiiion  was 
ead  by  some  member,  he  believed  the  gentleman 
torn  New  York,  to  this  efieet:  that  the  chairman 
«  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Mr.  Edwarda's 
iddress  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  re- 
[oest  his  answer.  This  was  conversed  on,  and 
he  latter  part  stricken  out.  Mr.  Randolph  came 
n  and  made  the  motion  to  amend  the  proposition 
i  thp  gentleman  from  New  York,  very  similar  to 
he  first;  which  proposition  was  then  put  to  the 
iotpmittee,  and  a  vote  taken,  which  seemed  to  be 
itisfactory  to  all,  and  was  so  noted,  he  believed, 
ly  the  committee.  This  seemed  to  him  to  be 
iearly  the  state  of  facts,  as  be  remembered  them. 

Mr.  Webster  said  that  he  held  in  his  hand  the 
'riginal  paper  containing  the  resolution  oflered  by 
>^r.  Taylor.  It  had  at  first  been  proposed  to  re- 
[Qest  an  answer  from  Mr.  Crawford,  but  it  was 
^ggested  that  there  might  be  some  objection  to 
bat  form.  This  was  afterwards  modihed  so  as 
p  say  the  committee  would  receive  any  commu- 
licatioQ  Mr.  C.  should  think  proper  to  make. 

[Here,  for  the  present,  the  conversation  dropped.] 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  Clerk,  on  the 
vder  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  i>ay 
witnesses  who  may  attend  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation, the  usual  allowance  per  diem  for 
heir  attendance.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stewart  ofiered  the  following: 

"  ^^ffived.  That  the  members  of  tbt  committea  ap* 
xantcd  on  tha  memorial  of  Ninian  Edvrarda  be  paid 
it  the  QtQal  nte  of  compensation,  for  the  time  they 
^*J  remain  in  iession,  during  the  recess  of  CongroM, 
^t  of  the  contingent  fond." 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Poinsbtt,  and  there 
^og  no  quorum,  Mrl  S.  withdrew  the  resolution. 


Mr.  Taylor  movwl  the  following: 

**  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  that, 
unless  he  may  have  other  communications  to  make 
to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  they  are  ready  to 
adjourn." 
After  a  short  time, 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Joint  Committee,  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President,  reported  that 
they  had  performed  that  duty,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  informed  them  that  he  had  no  farther 
communication  to  make  to  Congress. 

Ordered^  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  them  that  this  House,  having  completed 
the  businesa  before  them,  are  ready  to  close  the 
present  session  of  Congress  by  an  adjournment 
on  their  part,  and  that  the  Clerk  go  with  the  said 
message. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  rose  and  said  that,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Randolph,  that  had  ap- 
peared in  the  public  prints  this  morning,  he 
thought  it  proper  to  observe,  in  corroboration  of 
what  had  been  said  by  the  nonorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  that  his  recollection  was 
very  distinct  that  the  original  motion  made  by 
him  in  committee  was  stronger,  and  went  farther, 
than  the  order  finally  adopted.  It  not  only  re- 
quired that  Mr.  Crawford  should  be  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial,  and  the 
accompanjring  papers,  together  with  a  copy  of  . 
the  resolution  creating  the  committee,  but  .that 
Mr.  Crawford  should  be  requested  to  answer  the 
same.  It  having  been  suggested  that  it  ought  to 
be  left  to  Mr.  Crawford's  option  whether  or  not 
to  communicate  an  answer,  the  suggestion  was 
approved  by  him,  and  the  latter  clause  withdrawn 
accordingly.  Mr.  Randolph's  amendment  was 
adopted  by  the  committee,  as  expressing  their  de- 
cision, on  the  point  to  which  it  referred,  more 
precisely  than  it  would  do  either  with  or  without 
the  latter  clause. .  Opposition  was  not  made  by 
any  one  of  the  committee  to  giving  Mr.  Craw- 
ford an  opportunity  of  answering  the  accusation 
of  Mr.  Edwards. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  the 
House  was  then  adjourned  by  the  Speaker  till 
the  first  Monday  of  Uecember  next. 


REPORT  OF  THE    COMMITTEE    OP 
INVESTIGATION. 

The  select  committee,  (of  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives,) to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial,  or  ad- 
dress, of  Ninian  Edwards,  having,  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
of  the  26th  of  May,  continued  to  hold  ito  sittings, 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  until  the  31st 
day  of  June,  have  agreed  on  the  following  report  : 
In  recommending,  in  their  former  report,  a  continu- 
ance of  the  existence  and  powers  of  the  committee,  it 
will  be  remembered  that  the  reason  given  for  that  re- 
commendation was,  the  obvious  propriety,  before  a 
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final  cloM  of  the  iovestigftUott,  of  haying  4be  penonal 
proMOca  and  ezimination  of  tha  author  of  the  addreaa 
which  had  occasioned  the  appointment  of  the  commit- 
tee. Such  examination  has  now  heen  had.  Mr. 
Edwards  attended  the  committee,  in  obedience  to  its 
summons,  on  the  7th  of  June ;  has  been  examined  as 
a  witness,  by  its  direction,  cross-examined  by  a  gentle- 
man attending  in  behalf  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury; and  his  testimony,  together  with  that  of  the 
other  witnesses,  is  communicated  with 'this  report;  as 
are,  also,  various  documents  and  papers,  which  have 
been  referred  to,  and  produced,  in  the  coune  of  the 
examination. 

A  paper,  in  reply  to  the  communication  heretofore 
received  by  the  committee,  from  the  Secretary,  and 
another,  in  the  nsture  of  an  argument  on  the  whole 
case,  have  also  been  presented  by  Mr.  Edwards,  and 
considered  by  the  committee. 

The  evidence  has  run  into  much  detail,  and  some 
parts  of  it,  probably,  have  not  a  very  material  applica- 
tion to  the  main  subject  of  inquiry.  It  seemed  proper, 
however,  to  the  committee,  to  allow  to  those  con- 
cerned a  liberal  indulgence  in  this  respect 

After  a  patient  attention  to  all  the  evidenee,  and  to 
whatever  has  been  urged,  in  the  way  of  reasoning  on 
the  case,  the  committee  see  no  cause  to  change  or 
modify,  in  any  material  respect,  the  reanlt  to  which 
they  came  on  the  former  investigation,  and  which 
they  have  already  submitted  to  the  Uooee.  On  the 
contrary,  they  find,  in  this  further  and  fuller  eiami- 
nation,  a  corroboration,  generally  speaking,  of  the 
opinions  which  they  have  heretofore  expressed. 

On  some  parte  of  the  inquiry,  indeed,  evidence  has 
miw  been  produced  to  points  which  were  not,  individ- 
ually and  particularly,  taken  into  the  consideration  of 
the  committee  on  the  former  occasion.  To  these,  per^ 
haps,  some  reference  ought  now  to  be  made.  They 
may  be  considered  as  new  articles,  or  new  apecifica- 
t»na  of  charge ;  and  although  not  /rery  definitely  or 
formally  made,  yet,  as  evidence  has  been  taken*  in- 
tended to  support  Ukem,  they  become  subjects  of  con- 
sideration. 

One  of  these  respects  the  depoeites  of  public  money, 
made  or  allowed  by  the  Secretary,  in  the  banks  of  thia 
District,  at  the  instance  and  on  the  solicitation  of  the 
banks  themselves,  and  as  an  accommodation  to  them, 
at  a  time  of  considerable  pecuniary  pressure,  in 
1819. 

In  their  former  report,  the  committee  expressed  their 
opinion  in  relation  to  depositee  of  this  nature ;  and  re- 
ferred to  a  public  communication  of  the  Secretary,  in 
which  the  facts  were  avowed,  and  in  which  a  practice, 
of  a  like  character,  was  stated  to  have  been  of  early 
existence  and  long  continuance.  The  committee  did 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  call  for  proof  of  that  which 
was  admitted ;  as  it  was  of  opinion  that  the  practice 
itself  was  irregular  and  dangerous,  it  did  not  think  it 
material  to  inquire,  particularly,  whether,  in  the  only 
case  in  which  loss  was  apprehended  from  'this  cause, 
the  probability  of  such  lose  was  either  greater  or  less 
than  the  Secretary  had  supposed.  This  apprehended 
loss  is  in  the  case  of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria. 
In  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  to  the  PresidenI  of  the 
Senatif,  of  the  S6lh  of  February,  1823,  he  says,  in  re- 
gard to  this  bank,  that  a  letter  of  the  District  Attorney, 
therewith  communicated,  ahowed  that  there  was  no 
danger  of  loss  to  the  United  Statea. 

The  evidence  now  olfored  and  received,  tends  to 


show  that  there  is  a  probabilUy  of  final  loaa  from  this 
bank;  but  in  other  respeeta  there  ia  no  n«w  view  of 
the  case  presented. 

The  debt  doe  to  the  Government  from  iho  Bank  of 
Vincennes,  has  also  been  brought  forwaid«  and  made 
the  subject  of  inquiry  and  proof.  Nothing  dintinguiiik- 
ing  this  case  from  thoee  of  ether  Weetam  banks  in 
which  the  public  money  had  been  deposited,  and  in 
regard  to  which  loss  had  happened,  or  was  ozpccted, 
had  attracted  the  attention  ol  the  oommittae,  as  im- 
portant to  be  considered,  at  the  time  of  their  former 
report 

The  case  of  tins  bank  had  been  previonalj  made  the 
subject  of  a  report  to  the  House  by  the  Socretary,  on 
the  21  St  of  February,  1834,  in  answer  to  a  reeolntion 
passed  on  the  thirty-first  of  January  preceding,  ia 
which  a  statement  of  the  debt,  and  the  meana  which 
had  been  taken  and  used  to  aecnre  it,  were  laid  befovs 
Congress.  The  evidence  now  taken,  relatea  princi- 
pally, as  in  the  [preceding  caaa,  to  the  amonnt  of  the 
loss  which  may  be  expoeled  to  be  incarrod. 

The  only  remaining  charge  vrfaidi  may  be  wg aided 
as  not  before  examined,  is  an  allegation,  or  inttmatioB, 
that,  owing  to  the  foult  of  the  Secretary,  the  peBaioocis 
and  public  credilore  of  the  Oovornment  in  Bant  Ten- 
nessee,  wd^,  in  some  inetanoea,  paid  in  basik  paper 
not  equivalent  to  specie. 

The  drcumstanoes  attending  tint  transaetiovi  eeem 
to  be  fully  stated  in  the  testimony  of  Hugh  L.  Whiter 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  knowledge  of  theae  ps^ 
meota  having  been  made  in  depiedated  paper  was 
communicatdl  to  the  Senate.  The  measuea  adopted 
by  him  for  the  reaaonable  piovisien  of  a  proper  fund 
at  the  place  of  disbursement^  wese,  ae  for  as  the  oooa- 
mittee  can  judge,  anitahle  and  jndioiena.  He  had  a 
right  to  expect  the  payments  to  be  made  in  specie,  oc 
its  equivalent;  to  be  informed  if  any  thing  ahould 
happen  to  prevent  such  payment.  No  informatioa 
was  given  to  him  of  any  disappointment  of  hia  ex- 
pectation in  this  respect,  by  those  whose  doty  it  waa 
to  pay  ;  and  no  complaint  appeara  to  have  been  pre- 
ferred by  those  whose  right  it  was  to  receive. 

In  regard  to  the  contested  letter  of  Benjamin  Ste- 
phenson, of  the  ISih  of  October,  1819,  the  oosaaittee 
see  no  cause  to  change  the  opinion  which  was  enters 
tained,  and  which  they  intended  to  expreaa  in  their 
former  report — ^that,  although  the  letter  wae  written, 
as  stated  by  Mr.  Edwards  in  his  testimony,  there  waa 
no  evidence  that  Mr.  Stephenson  commnoicated  or 
transmitted  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry. 

The  committee  do  not  deem  it  neceaaary  to  extend 
their  report,  by  protracted  obeervationa  on  Uie  various 
parts  of  the  evidence,  as  the  whole  is  submitted  to 
the  House.  They  content  themselves  with  aayiag, 
that,  in  their  opinion,  nothing  haa  been  proved  to  im- 
peach the  integrity  of  the  Secretary,  or  to  bring  inte 
doubt  the  general  corieetneaa  and  ability  of  hit  ad- 
mtnisttation  of  the  public  finanoea.  To  thia  point,  as 
the  main  object  of  inquiry,  ^  chief  attention  of  the 
committee  has  been  directed ;  and  they  have  oomc  to 
the  reault,  which  has  now  been  stated,  with  the  unani- 
mous concurrence  of  the  members  present.  Other 
points  there  are,  of  leae  importance,  but  which  may, 
nevertheless,  be  supposed  not  to  have  eecaped  coadd- 
oration  by  the  committee.  These,  however,  andar 
all  the  circumstances,  they  have  thought  it  proper  to 
leave,  without  obaervatton,  in  the  light  in.  which  they 
are  placed  by  the  evidence. 
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TESTIMONY  AND  DOCUMBNTB 

Aeeompanyinr  the  Rep&ri^  the  Sptdal  Committti 
of  the  House  of  Kepraentativee, 

ON  THE  MEMORIAL  OF  NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

Jamte  Lhyd,  of  ike  Senate,  sworn,  at  the  request  of 

Mr,  Edwards. 

Questions  by  Mr,  Cook,  in  Mr.  Edwards's  behalf. 

Qiieaffon.  State,  if  yoa  please,  what  is  meant 
by  a  special  deposUe  made  in  baokinff  institations. 

Answer,  Tnat  will  depend  on  the  custom  of 
the  place,  or  the  usage  of  the  bank  where  the  de- 
posite  is  made.  A  special  deposite  is  not  a  very 
definite  terra.  A  piece  of  blank  paper,  said  to 
contain  a  thousand  dollars,  psay  be  a  special  de* 
posite ;  as  niay  a  bundle  of  notes  left  at  a  bank 
for  collection  or  safe-keeping.  Some  banks  re- 
ceive, as  special  deposite,  paper  issued  by  other 
banks  in  the  same  State,  or  in  other  States,  and 
which  is  repaid  by  the  liank  receiving  it  in  the 
same  bills  as  those  in  Which  it  was  deposited  or 
in  bills  of  banks  nreviously  designated.  I  should 
consider  as  special  deposite  that  which  did  not  mix 
nor  mingle  with  the  general  circulation  of  the 
bank. 

^  Are  special  deposites  ever  made  without 
designating  the  amount  and  description  of  money, 
or  the  things  deposited  ? 

A.  I  should  think  they  were,  sometimes,  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  safe-keeping.  More  generally, 
there  would  be  a  label  on  the  outside,  specifying 
the  contents  of  the  bundle,  box,  dbc..  depositad. 
It  may  be  noted  in  the  memorandum  book  of  the 
Cashier,  but  does  not  enter  into  the  transactions 
or  records  of  the  bank  at  all.  Plate  is'  oAen  de- 
posited in  this  manner,  and  other  valuable  articles. 
In  one  of  the  Boston  banks,  I  have  now  a  deposite 
of  this  description. 

^  When  deposites  are  made  for  safe-keeping, 
is  it  ever  understood  that  the  bank  is  allowed  to 
trade  upon  them  as  its  own  funds  ? 

A.  Never,  I  believe.  Some  of  the  banks  in 
Massachusetts  keep  accounts  in  two  kinds  of 
money ;  Boston  money,  for  example,  and  foreign 
money ;  which  latter  means  bills  of  oanks  located 
out  of  the  city.  If  a  sum  is  deposited,  repayable 
in  foreign  money,  the  banks  designate  on  a  list, 
generally  posted  in  the  banking  house,  a  certain 
number  of  banks  whose  bills  they  will  receive  as 
^^  foreign  money,"  which  money  they  use ;  and  if 
they  repay  the  sum  deposited  in  the  bills  of  these 
banks,  they  deem  the  contract  fulfilled.  If  any 
one  of  these  banks  becomes  insolvent  previous  to 
the  payment,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  bank  re- 
ceiving its  bills  rans  the  risk  of  the  loss  thence 
accruing. 

^  When  a  deposite  is  made  of  foreign  money, 
or  such  as  is  not  received  as  eeneral  deposite,  but 
snbject  to  be  refunded  to  the  depositor  in  paper  of 
a  similar  kind  to  that  de|[)osited ;  if  paper  of  a 
similar  kind,  at  the  time  ot  inaking  the  deposite, 
should  afterwards  depreciate  in  value,  would  the 
depositor  be  bound  to  receive  it  in  its  depreciated 
state,  in  payment  of  such  deposite  ? 
A.  I  should  say  yes  to  a  question  thus  specific ; 


but  I  do  not  know  whether,  strictly  conshlered, 
the  notes  of  different  banks  can  be  viewed  as  pre- 
cisely similar.  If  the  bank  specifies  beforehand 
in  what  money  it  will  repay,  it  is  a  special  con- 
tract, and  the  depositor  must  abide  by  his  own 
agreement.  But,  if  one  of  the  banks  in  whose 
paper  the  deposite  is  agreed  to  be  repaid,  has  sub- 
sequently failed,  the  bank  receiving  the  deposite 
would  not,  in  mv  opinion,  be  authorized  to  repay 
the  deposite  in  tne  notes  of  such  bank  as  had  thus 
failed.  What  rate  of  depreciation  would  justify 
a  bank  in  offering  to  pay,  or  a  depositor  in  refusing 
to  receive,  depreciated  notes,  I  cannot  state. 

d.  Where  money  of  any  description  is  deposited 
in  anv  bank,  and  is  mingled  with  the  funds  of 
such  Dank  generally,  and  the  bank  uses  it  in  its 
general  transactions,  is  not  such  bank  always  con- 
sidered liable  to  pay  the  amount  in  legal  money 
to  the  depositor  ? 

A.  I  should  consider  the  bank  liable,  if  the  de- 
posite is  received  and  credited  as  general  deposite. 

Q^tUions  hy  Mr,  W<hsUr. 

d.  By  a  general  deposite,  yon  understand  a  de- 
posite to  be  credited  as  cash  in  account? 

A.  Yes. 

Q^  By  a  special  deposite,  you  understand  a  de- 
posite for  sate  keeping  merely  ? 

A.  Yes ;  or  a  deposite  on  particular  conditions. 

d*  If  there  be  a  deposite  of  an  intermediate 
character  between  a  general  deposite  and  a  depos^ 
ite  for  safe-keeping,  where,  though  the  particular 
notes  deposited  may  be  used  or  put  in  curculation 
by  the  bank,  yet  the  bank  is  not  answerable  for, 
the  amount  in  cash  j  do  the  rights  of  the  parties, 
in  such  case,  depend  mainly  on  their  contract  or 
agreement  ?  or  is  there  any  general  bank  usage 
which  would  govern  the  case  ? 

A.  I  know  of  no  established  usage.  The  con- 
ditions of  the  deposite  are  indicated  by  the  terms 
prescribed  bv  the  bank  from  time  to  time,  which 
are  frequently  varied,  by  it  according  to  its  sense 
of  its  own  interest. 

d*  Is  your  knowledge  of  bank  usage  confined 
principally  to  that  prevailing  in  the  banks  of  the 
Atlantic  cities ;  or  does  it  include  the  usage  of  the 
Western  banks  ? 

A.  It  is  confined  wholly  to  the  former. 

JAM£S  LLOYD. 


Huffh  L.  Whits  Mom,  at  t/is  request  of  Mr  Edsnrda. 

doestion  by  Mr.  Edwards— Have  you  any  re- 
collection of  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  dollars  of  notes  on  the  Bank  of 
Tennessee  and  its  branches  which  was  directed, 
to  be  transferred  by  the  Bank  of  Missouri  to  the 
branch  bank  of  Louisville,  and  which  was  to  be 
subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  in  favor  of 
the  Bank  of  Tennessee  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  proper  to  state  to  the  Com- 
mittee, that  my  memory  of  the  transaction  is  not 
to  be  entirely  depended  on,  as  it  took  place  sev- 
eral years  since,  and  latterly  my  mind  has  been 
so  much  taken  up  with  other  concerns,  that  I  may 
not  recollect  correctly  some  matters  relative  to 
this.    So  well  as  I  remember,  it  was  in  the  Fall 
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of  1819  the  Knoxvilie  Bank  receifed  from  Mr. 
Crawford  a  letter,  the  substance  of  which  was, 
that  he  proposed  to  five  the  Bank  at  Knozviile 
a  draft  on  the  Bank  of  Missouri  for  the  whole 
amount  of  Tennessee  paper  then  in  the  hands  of 
the  Missouri  Bank,  and  which  had  been  received 
by  it  for  the  United  States,  which  should  be  pay- 
able at  Louisville  in  Kentucky,  in  Tennessee  bank 
paper;  and  that,  upon  the  receipt  of  such  draft, 
the  State  Bank  at  knoxville  should  place  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  a  like 
sum  as  specie,  which  would  be  drawn  for  as  the 
Government  might  have  occasion  to  use  it,  in 
that  quarter  of  the  country.  On  the  receipt  of 
this  letter,  he  was  answered  that  we  could  not 
agree  to  such  an  arrangement ;  that,  as  to  the 
amount  of  Tennessee  paper  upon  the  Bank  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee  and  its  branches,  we  were  wil- 
ling to  accept  such  draft  on  the  Missouri  Bank 
upon  the  terms  proposed  in  his  letter ;  that,  as  to 
other  Tennessee  paper,  that  did  not  belong  to  the 
State  Bank  or  its  branches,  we  could  not  agree  to 
receive  it.  In  pursuance  of  this  arrangement, 
early  in  the  year  1820, 1  think  in  March  or  April, 
a  draA  was  received  from  the  Treasury  for  $40,- 
156,  on  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  payable  at  the  place 
and  in  the  descriptions  of  notes  agreed  upon.  I 
think  the  amount  was  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  immediately  after 
receiving  the  draft.  We  had  no*  correspondence 
with  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  but  only  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  so  far  as  I  can  remem- 
ber, at  this  time ;  and  upon  this  point  I  feel  pretty 
certain  I  am  not  mistaken.  Alter  waiting  what 
we  supposed  a  reasonable  time,  to  allow  the  Mis- 
souri Bank  to  have  the  money  at  Louisville, 
where  the  draft  was  to  be  paid,  I  went,  and  took 
a  young  man  with  me,  to  receive  the  money. 
For  form's  sake,  the  draft  was  transferred  to  me. 
I  went  to  Louisville,  (and  no  particular  place  in 
Louisville  being  specified  in  tne  draft  wnere  the 
money  was  to  be  paid,)  I  went  to  the  Branch 
Bank  there.  I  found  no  funds  provided  to  meet 
the  draft ;  and  after  waiting  a  few  days  without 
bdin^  able  to  hear  any  thijns  which  induced  me 
to  think  a  lonffer'delay  would  be  useful,  I  had  the 
draft  protested^  a  copy  of  the  protest  forwarded  to 
the  drawer,  with  such  notice  as  would  make  him 
responsible,  and  returned  to  Knoxville.  Some 
time  afterwards^  I  thick  in  the  same  year,  a  letter 
was  received  from  the  Cashier  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  stating  that  a  bundle,  said  to  con- 
tain the  $40,156,  had  been  forwarded,  and  left 
there  by  the  Missouri  Bank,  for  the  purpose  of 
lifting  this  draft;  but  as  we  had  had  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  going  once  to  receive  it,  we  took 
DO  notice  of  this  communication,  and  wished  to 
have  the  money  sent  to  us  at  our  own  place,  at 
the  expense  and  risk  of  the  Missouri  Bank.  We 
were  content  with  the  paper,  and  ready  to  receive 
it,  at  any  time.  Thus  matters  stood^  until  we 
heard  that  the  Knoxville  Bank  had  failed.  I  ad- 
yised  (hat  the  Knoxville  Bank  should  again  send 
to  get  this  money.  This  was  in  the  Winter  of 
1821.  As  soon  as  they  could  make  the  arrange- 
ment, they  sent  on  and  received  the  money  at 


LouisTiUe  early  in  the  year  1822.  I  anderstood 
that  the  whole  amount  of  $40,156  was  received 
in  notes  of  the  Knoxville  Bank  and  its  branches. 
In  the  meanwhile,  the  Treasury  continued  to 
draw  on  the  Knoxville  Bank,  and,  as  President,! 
directed  the  Cashier  not  to  pay  cash  for  these 
drafts,  but,  if  current  money  would  be  taken,  to 
make  advances  in  it,  though  the  money  was  not 
yet  received  for  the  draft,  onder  a  belief  that,  ul- 
timately, the  Secretary  would  cause  the  amoont 
of  the  diaft  to  be  paid  to  our  bank. 

My  impression  was,  that  when  the  Missoori 
Banc  had  received  these  notes,  the  banks  were  all 

Eaying  specie,  but  that  afterwards  the  branches 
ad  ceased  to  do  so.  The  first  information  we 
got  was  from  Mr.  Cochran,  Cashier  of  the  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Louisville,  thai  the 
money  was  ready  for  us,  and  was  in  the  same 
Summer,  viz.,  of  1820,  as  I  believe,  but  cannot  be 
certain.  I  never  exchanged  a  line  with  the  Mis- 
souri Bank,  nor  received  a  line  from  it,  according 
to  my  best  recollection.  I  considered  our  trans- 
action only  with  the  Treasury.  The  mail  from 
St.  Louis  to  Knoxville  was  at  that  time  tedious, 
and  not  very  regular.  I  am  yet  ignorant  of  the 
reason  why  the  money  was  not  ready  for  as  at 
Louisville.  I  had  no  reason  to  doubti  nor  have  I 
now,  that  the  Treasury  did  all  that  was  reason- 
able towards  notifying  all  parties  concerned  of 
having  given  the  draft.  The  amount  of  notes  on 
the  principal  bank  itself  was  small  in  comparison 
to  that  on  its  branches. 

I  understood  that  the  draft  for  $40,156  was  a 
mode  of  transfer  from  one  bank  to  another,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
United  States  as  cash  or  general  deposite  this  sum 
which  the  Bank  of  Missouri  could  not  transfer  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  We  paid  credit- 
ors of  the  United  States  who  presented  drafu  ia 
current  bills,  though  not  in  specie,  and  there  were 
no  complaints  at  the  tim&  of  which  I  hare  at 
present  any  recollection.  We  did  not  pay  the 
specie,  because  the  fund  had  not  been  received 
upon  the  foundation  of  which  we  had  agreed  to 
pay  it ;  and  if  any  blame  is  due,  it  is  doe  to  my-> 
self  in  preference  to  the  Cashier ;  as  I  forbade 
him  to  pay  the  specie,  as  it  related  to  this  transac- 
tion, until  the  fund  for  which  we  had  agreed  to 
pay  it  should  be  paid  to  us. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  I  want  to  know  the 
character  of  Mr.  Lee,  whose  report  is  in  my 
hand? 

A.  I  haye  seen  that  report.  Mr.  Lee  is  a  maa 
of  the  utmost  integrity ;  and  if  that  report  varies 
from  my  statement  as  to  this  transaction,  it  is 
more  to  be  relied  on  than  my  own  statement, 
which  is  from  memory,  without  the  same  means 
of  beinff  correct  which  Mr.  Lee  had. 

^  Was  a  part  of  the  money  deposited  to  be 
suffered  to  remain  in  the  Bank  1 

A.  The  Treasury  was  to  draw  out  the  money 
only  as  the  wants  of  the  Government  required; 
something  may  have  been  said  as  to  the  time  it 
was  to  remain  in  the  bank;  but  1  have  no  recol- 
lection of  any  positive  asreement  on  that  subject. 
Mr.  Crawford^i  letter  ^ws  the  undeistandiag 
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upoQ  that  subject  more  correctly  than  I  can  state 
from  memory  merely. 

Q^  What  was  the  discount  on  your  paper? 

A.  None  upon  that  of  the  principal  bank;  but 
upon  that  of  the  branches,  and  other  Tennessee 
paper,  it  has  fluctuated  from  ten  to  twenty-five 
per  cent. 

Ct  What  were  notes  on  the  branches  of  ttte 
Eooxville  banks  worth  at  that  time  ? 

A.  I  cannot  recollect  at  that  particular  time. 
The  depreciation  taken  for  a  series  of  years  was 
from  ten  to  twenty-fire  per  cent.,  as  before  stated, 
in  East  Tennessee;  in  West  Tennessee  the. dis- 
count has  been  sometimes  higher. 

Q^  Did  not  the  pensioners  receive  from  ten  to 
twenty  per  cent,  less  than  if  they  had  received 
specie  ? 

A.  The  money  in  which  they  were  paid  was 
of  the  kind  which  was  at  the  discount  before 
stated. 

duestioQ  by  Mr.  Taylor.  At  the  time  these  pay- 
ments were  made  at  the  Bank  of  Knozville,  was 
there  a  credit  in  that  bank  to  the  United  States? 
Answer.  Yes:  and  that  credit  always  stood  as 
a  specie  credit;  but  we  thought  that  it  was  more 
than  balanced  by  the  draft  unpaid ;  and  we  held 
the  Treasury  responsible  for  the  amount  of  that 
draft. 

QrUestion  by  Mr.  Webster.  In  other  transactions, 
did  you  pay  specie  for  the  drafts  of  the  United 
States? 

Answer.  Our  rule  always  was,  to  pay  In  such 
foods  as  had  been  placed  with  us,  if  the  payee  so 
wished.  If  the  fund  on  which  the  draft  was 
drawn  was  specie,  we  paid  it  in  that,  if  desired.  If 
the  fund  was  other  than  specie,  we  did  not  pay 
jpecie. 

Q^uestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  In  crediting  the 
iraft  from  the  Treasury,  in  your  favor,  was  the 
peord  "  cash"  used  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  remember.  The  intent  was  to 
Tedit  it  as  cash.  A  deposite,  when  nothing  is 
aid  to  the  contrary,  is  considered  by  us  as  being 
Miyable  in  cash,  if  demanded.  We  viewed  spe- 
:ial  deposite  of  certain  kinds  of  notes  as  not  bind- 
Qg  us  to  repay  in  those  identical  notes,  but  only 
imiiar  notes,  or  such  as  the  depositor  would  be  as 
veJl  satisfied  with. 

Q,.  Did  you  receive  deposites  from  the  Treasury 
Q  drafts  on  the  Bank  of  Tomblgbee? 
A.  That  draft  never  was  included  in  the  ar- 
angement  before  spoken  of;  and  nothing  has 
een  received,  by  us,  upon  it ;  and,  if  it  ever  was 
redited,  on  our  books,  I  don't  remember  it.  That 
ank  is,  however,  a  specie-paying  bank,  as  I  have 
nderstood  and  believe. 

Q,uestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Was  the  P&per  of 
ie  Huntsville  Bank  received  at  your  bank? 
A.  We  never  had  a  draft  on  the  Bank  of  Hunts* 
ille.  The  paper  of  that  bank  is  esteemed  rather 
iiter  than  our  own  branch  notes ;  and  we  have, 
itil  loDg  after  this  transaction,  made  no  distinc- 
3n  between  it  and  what  is  called,  by  us,  current 
ennessee  paper. 

Q.  Was  the  notice  of  the  protest,  at  Louisville, 
»r warded  to  the  Treasury  ? 


A.  I  do  not  recollect,  farther*  than  that  I  took 
the  ordinary  steps  to  make  the  drawer  liable,  be- 
fore leaving  Louisville ;  and,  upon  my  return,  in 
May,  wrote  the  letter  now  shown  me,  by  one  of 
the  committee,  to  the  Secretary. 

d.  When  you  received  the  draft,  did  yoU  credit 
the  amoutit  to  the  Treasury  ? 

A.  Yes,  as  I  now  believe.  That,  I  think,  was 
our  understanding  of  the  agreement,  and  I  suppose 
and  believe  we  complied  with  that  part  of  it. 

CUiestioii  by  Mr.  Webster.  Did  you  inform  the 
Treasurer  that  you  did  not  pay  his  drafts  in  specie 
but  in  your  own  btlisi 

A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  making  ady  com- 
munication to  Mr.  Crawford  on  that  subject.  The 
cashier  mav  have  given  such  notice — but  I  do  not 
know  that  ne  did.  I  gave  him  no  orders  to  do  so ; 
and  think,  if  he  had  done  so,  I  should  have  known 
it. 

doestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Do  you  believe  thai 
any  one  pensioner  would  have  taken  your  bills,  if 
he  had  supposed  he  could  get  specie? 

A.  Doubtless  be  would  have  preferred  specie  to 
any  of  the  bills  in  which  he  was  paid. 

Questions  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Crawford.  Did  you  hola  the  United  States  re- 
sponsible for  the  amount  pf  its  draft  on  the  Bank 
of  Missouri?  A.  Yes. 
QL  How  then  did  you  refuse  to  pay  in  specie  ? 
A.  We  thought  tnat,  as  the  money  for  the 
draft  had  never  been  paid  to  us,  it  was  a  just  in- 
terpretation of  the  agre^itient  that  we  should  not 
pay  in  any  thing  till  we  received  the  proceeds  of 
the  draft ;  but  preferred  advancing  in  such  funds 
as  we  could  spare,  to  having  the  drafts  pro- 
tested. 

Question  by  Mr.  Ekiwards.  When  you  received 
the  amount  or  the  draft,  was  it  not  chiefly  in  notes 
of  your  branches  ? 

A.  I  understood  so,  but  have  no  personal  know- 
leige,  as  I  was  not  then  in  Knoxville. 

Q.  Had  not  most,  or  all,  of  those  branches  then 
stopped  payment  7 

A.  They  had  ceased  cash  payments  when  we 
made  the  agreement,  but  my  impression  is,  that 
when  these  notes  were  received  in  the  Bank  of 
Missouri,  the  banks  all  paid  specie.  This  answer 
is  given,  however,  upon  the  presumption  that  the 
Missouri  Bank  had  received  them  as  they  repre- 
sented to  the  Secretary.  How  that  fact  was,  I,  of 
course,  do  not  know. 

Qt.  What  means  has  a  director  of  knowing  from 
what  persons  a  sum,  say  of  $1^}^^)  found  in 
bank,  and  received  in  a  series  of  months,  has  been 
so  received  ? 

A.  I  can  only  speak  as  to  the  rules  of  the  bank 
to  which  I  have  beionffed.  As  to  the  rules  of 
others.  I  could  only  speak  from  information.  By 
the  rules  of  ours,  tne  President,  Cashier,  dtc,  can 
inspect  all  accounts  of  every  person  whatever,  but 
no  individual  Director  has  such  power ;  but  the 
Board  of  Directors,  if  they  choose,  have  as  much 
right  as  any  of  the  individual  officers,  to  examine 
any  and  all  accounts ;  but  any  infornaation  thus 
acquired  would  be  confidential,  and  is  intended 
to  prevent  any  improper  conduct,  and  to  enable 
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the  directors  and  .officers  to  dischtrge  their  retpec^ 
live  duties,  to  the  public,  and  to  indinduals. 

CUiestion  by  Mr.  Forsytb.  As  the  President  of 
the  bank,  would  you  oot  have  preferred  adYancing 
in  current  notes,  with  the  Government  bound  to 
pay  the  draft,  to  its  having  been  paid  puoctuaity, 
and  your  being  bound  to  pay  in  specie? 

A.  I  would  have  preferred  that  the  payment  of 
the  bill  should  have  been  made  when  I  was  at 
Louisville,  and  that  the  transaction  should  have 
gone  on  as  originally  intended ;  because  we  would 
then  have  been  as  able  as  we  ever  may  be  to  lift 
our  paper,  and  as  I  never  expected  more  from  the 
Government  than  payment  at  oar  bank  in  the 
same  kind  of  money  specified  in  the  face  of  the 
draft ;  but  at  the  same  time  felt  a  confidence  that 
the  Government  would  cause  us  to  be  paid  in  such 
funds  at  our  own  place — ^it  couki  make  but  little 
difference,  as  most  of  the  pensioners  were  very 
probably  paid  in  branch  paper,  or  funds  equal  to 
at,  and  I  have  ever  believed,  as  President,  that  the 
interest  of  the  bank  was  most  promoted  by  acting 
honestly.  I  make  this  observation  without  feel- 
ing that  the  question  was  intended  to  doubt  our 
integrity. 

H.  L.  WHITE. 


cetving  visits  of  mesiben  of  CoDgms,IcalM 
again  on  Monday,  when  I  received  tke  illfXA. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Were  rkm  uj 
deposites  made,  by  Government,  in  thii  bat 
previously  to  those  you  have  now  spoken  of? 

Answer.  There  were  not,  I  believe,  ocept  tke 
money  which  had  been  loaned  to  the  GoTsaiBeit 
previous  to  the  time  I  speak  of. 

JAMBS  SANDERSO!(. 


Jatnei  Sandenoni,  of  Alexandria,  Mpom,  aJt  the  nqued 

of  Mr.  Edvards, 

Cluestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  I  wish  vou  to  state 
what  you  know  concerning  sums  ot  money  ob- 
tained by  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Answer.  In  January,  1819, 1  was  President  of 
that  bank.  At  tbat  time,  there  was  a  run  on  that 
bank,  and  the  bank  was  much  embarrassed.  I 
waited  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  he 
loaned,  at  one  time,  917,000;  at  another,  920.000. 
I  phowed  him  a  statement  of  the  concerns  or  the 
bank,  proving  its  condition  to  be  good,  ands re- 
minded him  of  former  loans  by  the  bank,  to  Gov- 
ernment, in  an  hour  of  necessity.  He  replied, 
that  he  would  consult  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  let  me  know  the  result ;  and,  when.  I 
■called  again,  told  me  the  Government  wasdibposad 
.  to  do  all  il  could  to  relieve  the  bank,  as  well  as 
.  the  other  banks  of  the  District,  and  gave  me  a 
draft  on  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  for  $17,000. 
This  was  on  or  about  the  12th  of  January.  On 
or  about  the  23d  of  the  same  month,  I  called  on 
him  asain,  and  he  save  me  another  draA  on  the 
same  bank  for  920fi00.  I  understood  these  sums 
as  loans  or  deposites,  made  to  relieve  and  aid  the 
bank.  I  continued  President  of  the  bank  a  few 
weeks,  and,  soon  after  I  left,  it  it  stopped  specie 
payment  for  a  time,  some  time  about  the  middle 
of  March. 

Q,.  Has  the  bank  repaid  any  of  these  loans  ? 

A.  I  went,  tbis  morning,  to  look  at  the  books 
of  the  bank,  and  find  that  the  amount  appears  to 
have  been  repaid. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  When  did  you  first 
call  on  the  Secretary  ? 

Answer.  It  was  on  Friday — ^but,  as  I  under- 
stood he  was  much  engaged,  on  Saturdays,  in  re- 


Jaccb  Morgan,  of  Alexandria,  ewom,  at  the  repaik! 

Mir,  EdtMirde. 

I  was  Cashier  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Ala- 
andria,  for  a  time  after  Mr.  Saoderaon  left  ii 
There  were  some  loans  obtained  by  Mr.  Sva 
President,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tretsory, 
and  received  b]r  me.  Mr.  Sanderson  had  left  it 
One  loan,  I  think,  was  of  910,000,  anothffflf 
920,000.  The  first  was  returned  in  a  short  line, 
say  thirty  or  sixty  days,  and  a  few  weeks  ifts 
the  first,  the  second  loan  was  obtained.  This  Ut- 
ter was  not  repaid,  when  I  left  the  bsnk,  vbiek 
was,  I  think,  in  1821.  When  I  came  into  ik 
office  of  cashier,  I  found  little  specie,  and  1  reif 
small  amountof  current  money,and  about  $80,000 
of  notes  in  circulation.  (I  reduced  these,  before  I 
left,  to  less  than  87,000.)  The  second  loac,o( 
1^0,000,  was,  as  I  understand,  sobsequeotly  {bH 
or  secured  to  be  paid,  through  the  Bank  of  Ala- 
dria,  but  when  I  left  the  bank,  the  two  loass  mo- 
tioned by  Mr.  Sanderson,  and  the  secood,  tocs- 
tioned  by  me,  remained  unpaid.  This  last  vi* 
received  in  Treasury  drafts  on  Carolioaaod  Vi^ 
ginia.  I  went  to  Raleigh,  in  North  CaroliA 
and  exchanged  the  drafts  for  Virginia  paper.  Tk 
Raleigh  bank  then  paid  specie,  and  was  willug 
so  to  pay  these  drafts,  but  I  did  not  wish  to  taie 
away  the  specie.  The  first  $10,000  were  obtaio«! 
to  enable  the  bank  to  pay  specie,  bat  this  beiag 
found  insufficient,  the  second  loan  was  obtaiDni. 
The  bank  paid  some  of  its  notes  as  it  wasabk, 
and  as  fast  as  the  notes  werepaid,they  werewiti- 
drawn— but  many  notes  were  not  paid  wheapR; 
sented.  I  did  understand,  from  the  Secretarf  ot 
the  Treasury,  that  the  loans  were  obuioed  in  ot- 
der  to  enable  the  bank  to  wind  up  its  affairs.  Tbe 
Secretary  frequently  applied  to  me  for  repafffia^^r 
and  beins;  told  by  me  that  the  bank  was  uoabie  to 
do  it,  he  insisted  upon  interest  being  allowed  ofi 
the  loan,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  bank.  I<^ 
not  recollect  when  this  agreement  for  interest  vt$ 
made — not,  however,  before  the  monef  had  re- 
mained due  for  a  year.  Nor  do  I  remember  fros 
what  date  the  interest  was  to  be  calculated.  J^ 
present  statement  I  make  from  memory^  mereif- 
not  having  had  access  to  the  boob  of  the  bsat 
for  several  years. 

Augustine  Newton  etpom,  at  the  regntst  of  ^'^ 

fDwrde, 
I  was  Cashier  of  the  Franklin  Bank,  and  be- 
came so  in  March,  1821.  There  is  acredii^o  (^ 
books  of  the  bank  to  the  Treasurer  of  tbe  toi(» 
States,  for  »4a,000.  The  money  was  obtaiBM 
before  I  went  into  office.    Mr.  Crawford  w»  ^fl'* 


2781 


HISTORT  OF  COHeRSBS. 


2782 


Ca$e  0/  Niwian  Edwards, 


It  (lie  buk  while  I  w«s  cashier,  sajr  ia  Augast, 
1821,  applying  to  have  the  money  either  paid  or 
Keared ;  at  which  time  the  banJc  agreed  to  trans- 
fer to  him  all  its  property,  as  security,  and  that 
thb  loan  was  the  first  debt  to  be  paid.  The  char- 
ter of  the  bank  expired  on  the  1st  January,  1822— 
bat  I  bare  the  books  in  my  possession. 

The  diacoanted  notes  were  first  to  be  resorted  to, 
lod  i[  these  proved  insufficient,  resort  was  to  be 
had  to  stock  notes.  A  small  sum,  less  than  91,000, 
has  been  collected.  The  notes  are  now  in  suit, 
bf  Mr.  Swan,  district  attorney.  The  stock  iiotes 
are  notes  giren  by  stockholders  for  stock,  for  the 
pajment  of  which  stock  is  pledged  as  security.  I 
iDow  of  no  reason  for  the  agreement  that  one 
dass  of  notes  wai  first  to  be  sum  for,  «nless  it  may 
hare  been  the  convenience  of  the  debtors  on  the 
•toek  notes.  All  the  real  property  was  also  trans- 
ferred. It  consisted  of  a  few  howes,  taken  for 
debts. 

Tbe  agreement  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Ciawibrd, 
before  tbe  expiration  of  the  charter,  and  sent  to 
Hr.  Swan  to  have  a  regular  conveyance  drawn 
op.  That  conveyance  was  not  consummated  till 
after  the  charter  had  expired^  say  in  October, 
1822.  Many  of  the  notes  assigned  were  nader 
potest,  and  some  of  them  in  suit.  Notes,  includ' 
Of  stock  notes,  to  the  amount  of  S1S5,000,  and 
real  estate  to  the  amount  of  95,000,  were  offered 
to  be  transferred,  but  Mr.  Crawford  did  not  at  that 
time  accept  of  the  ofier,  because  it  did  not  extend 
fo  the  pajrment  of  interest  f  bat  aijterwards,  the 
ifiterest  beiiiff  stipulated  for,  the  agreement  was 
accepted,  and  the  transfer  made  in  October,  1822, 
as  I  have  above  stated.  The  stock  notes  are  still 
in  my  possession.  They  have  never  been  en- 
dorsed to  the  Government  by  any  one.  If  suits 
can  be  sustained,  there  will  be  ample  funds  to  re- 
pafibe  loan. 

When  1  went  into  the  office  of  cashier,  I  was 
Qoder  the  impression  that  provision  had  been  made 
by  Congress  for  continumg  the  charter  of  the 
bank  for  five  years  beyond  the  tiaM  originally 
united  for  ils  exptratiou.  I  continued  under  that 
'Bpression  for  a  long  time,  and  I  believe  the  di- 
Rciors  were  under  the  same  impression. 

AUG.  NfiWTON. 

Jme  9, 1824. 

Mr.'Ikwton  again  caikd^  (lOth  June,) 

The  transfer  above  referred  to,  from  the  bank 
to  the  United  States,  was  made  on  the  3d  October, 


the  moment,  a  serious  inconvenience  would  have 
resulted  to  the  institution ;  under  such  circum- 
stances a  committee  was  appointed  to  solicit  from 
the  Honorable  William  H.  C/rowford,  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  temporary  aid — which  he  was 
pleased  to  grant,  under  the  condition  that  the 
amount  should  be  refunded,  when  demanded.  The 
sum  received  from  the  Treasury  was  930,000,  in 
June,  1819,  and  having  received  information  that 
it  must  be  refunded  in  January  1820,  a  part  was 
paid  in  the  latter  month,  and  the  balance  in  Feb- 
ruary of  the  same  year;  and  although  the  funds 
we  received  from  the  Treasury,  were  not,  nor 
could  have  been  desirable,  under  any  other  cir- 
cumstances than  those  abovementioned,  yet,  inter- 
est was  paid  upon  the  same.  The  money  thus  re- 
ceived from  the  Treasury  was  all,  I  believe,  jMtid 
into  the  Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite  ot  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Washington,  either 
by  depoeites  or  drafts,  of  the  Treasurer  through 
that  bank  upon  us. 

The  solvency  of  the  Union  Bank  was,  I  believe, 
never  questioned  at  any  time  during  its  operations. 

C.  T.  CHAPMAN. 

/wis  9,  1824. 


Jama 


L.  MeKemM  worn,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Ed' 

wards. 


Tbe  terms  of  the  agreement  were  finally  ar- 
naged  and  assented  to  by  the  parties,  on  the  5th 
I>«ember,  1821. 

A.  NEWTON. 


^^ofiea  T,  €hapman  sisora,  at  ths  request  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 

I  was  Cashier  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
io  Jane,  1819,  owins  to  the  heavy  pressures  upon 
the  bank,  and  considering  a  disadvantageous  loan 
kad  been  made  by  this  mink  to  the  Government, 
and  believing  as  I  then  did,  and  do  now,  that  ira- 
^  aome  temporary  relief  could  be  obtained  at 


I  am  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria.  I  be- 
came so  in  1811.  The  bank  has  never  had  a  loan 
or  an  indulgence  from  the  Treasury.  It  has  al- 
ways bad  the  deposite  of  the  Government  from 
the  collector.  It  has  made  advances  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, when  under  pressure,  and,  at  one  time, 
remonstrated  with  Mr.  Crawford  on  the  closeness 
with  which  the  public  deposites  were  drawn.  The 
averaj^e  amount  of  public  money  remaining  pn 
deposite,  in  tbe  banK,  since  Mr.  Crawford  has 
been  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  has  been  less,  I 
think,  than  it  was  during  the  incumbency  of  Mr. 
Gallatin. 

Jime  9.  J.  L.  McKENNA. 

I  bad  an  agency  in  obtaining  one  of  the  loans 
made  by  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  when  that  bank  was  in  difficulty. 
I  accompanied  Mr.  Sanderson  in  his  visit  to  the 
Secretary  when  he  obtained  tbe  second  loan,  and 
repcesented  the  injurious  consequences  of  permit- 
ting that  bank  to  tail.  I  redeemed  repeatedly  the 
notes  of  that  bank  out  of  tbe  hands  of  hrokers 
and  others.  Mr.  Crawford  seemed  dissatisfied  at 
the  second  application  so  soon  after  tbe  loan  of 
(17,000.  He  applied  to  me  for  my  opinion  of  the 
solvency  of  that  bank^  and  whether  the  loan  would 
enable  it  to  redeem  its  paper.  I  represented  the 
circumstances  of  the  bank  as  being  safe,  (to  tbe 
extent  of  its  debts,  but  that  its  stockholders  might 
lose,)  though  I  doubted  the  sufficiency  of  the  loan 
to  enable  it  to  redeem  its  paper.  I  represented  the 
permitting  the  Mechanics'  Bank  to  fail,  as  being 
calculated  to  injure,  and  the  granting  of  the  loan 
to  benefit^  materially,  the  commercial  interests  of 
Alexandria ;  and  Mr.  Crawford  acquiesced  in  the 
wishes  of  Mr.  Sanderson^  and  made  the  loan  in 
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drafts  OQ  some  of  the  Eastern  banks,  in  sums  of 
two,  three,  and  four  thousand  dollars  each. 

QUiestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  When  a  general 
deposite  is  madeii|  your  bank,  without  any  thing 
being  said  on  either  side,  is  the  amount  demand- 
able  in  cash  7 

Answer.  Always — except  when  plate  or  notes 
of  District  banks  are  left  for  safe-keepinff,  to  be 
delivered  to  order.  J.  L.  McKJ:NNA. 


WUUam  Rhodes  siDom,  at  the  requeH  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

I  was  Cashier  of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, from  May,  1816,  to  June,  1819.  When  I  left 
that  bank  it  was  indebted  to  the  United  States, 
I  think,  in  the  sum  of  9^8,000.  I  cannot  certainly 
tell  when  it  became  indebted,  but  believe  it  was 
in  1818  or  1819.  It  became  indebted,  as  I  under- 
stood, in  consequence  of  an  application  by  our 
directors  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a 
loan.  There  were,  I  believe,  three  such  applica- 
tions. At  the  first  we  received  $18,000,  at  the 
second  $18,000,  and  at  the  third  $12,000.  The 
money  was  advanced  to  the  bank  to  relieve  it  from 
its  embarrat«ments.  I  feel  verv  certain  as  to  the 
aggregate  amount  of  $48,000,  but  am  not  so  sure 
as  to  the  amount  of  the  different  sums  obtained  at 
each  application,  nor  respecting  the  time  when 
they  were  obtained.  My  impression  is,  that  the 
loans  were  all  obtained  within  the  course  of  about 
six  months.  I  cannot  state  whether  interest  was 
or  was  not  to  be  allowed  upon  them.  I  have  no 
further  knowledge  of  the  transaction  than  that 
I  received  the  warrants  from  the  Treasury,  and 

fassedtheamountto  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
now  recollect  that  I  was  in  one  instance  request- 
ed by  the  directors  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary, requesting  a  deposite  in  our  bank^  which 
I  did,  accordingly,  but  I  do  not  remember  at  what 
time,  nor  whether  it  was  before  or  after  the  first 
loan.  WILLIAM  RHODES. 


Danid  Kurtz  stoam^  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

I  am  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  and  have 
been  for  more  than  two  years.  Since  I  have  been 
cashier,  the  bank  has  been  indebted  to  the  United 
States,  in  all,  about  $300,000.  The  bank  was 
appointed  agent  for  the  Treasury,  to  collect  cer- 
tain uncurrent  money.  The  whole  amount  above 
mentioned  did  not,  however,  consist  of  such 
collections.  There  were  some  balances— « bout 
$40,000 — ^left  from  former  transactions  with  the 
Treaaurv.  The  sum  I  have  mentioned  was  ow- 
ing by  the  bank  when  I  became  cashier,  and  has 
remamed  about  the  same  ever  sinee.^  When  the 
United  States  Bank  went  into  operation,  the  Bank 
of  Columbia  owed  the  Government  from  $30,000 
to  $60,000 — a  part  of  which  was  drawn  for  by 
the  Treasury,  say  about  $15,000.  The  balance 
has  not  been  drawn  for,  and  remains  a  cash  debt 
to  the  United  States. 

I  do  not  know  precisely  what  arrangement  was 
made  with  the  bank  respecting  the  collection  of 
uncurrent  notes;  but  I  have  understood  that  so 
much  of  those  notes  as  the  bank  could  collect  and 


turn  into  current  money,  might  remain  in  the 
bank  on  deposite;  but  I  cannot  state  for  bow 
long  a  time.  About  $200,000  worth  of  ancnrrent 
notes  have  been  thus  converted^  and  credited,  as 
cash,  to  the  Treasury ;  part  of  the  residue  has 
been  drawn  out  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  part  remains  now  in  the  bank.  These  ns- 
current  notes  were  a  part  of  those  reported  as  na- 
collectable  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  were  received  from  that  bank  hj  aa  order  of 
the  Treasury. 

Question.  What  is  the  amount  of  notes  deliv- 
ered for  collection,  and  what  were  the  dates  of 
delivery,  and  specify  on  what  banks  ? 

Answer.  Tne  amount  of  notes  deiivered  for 
collection  was  $545,991  37.  as  appears  by;  a  sute- 
ment  now  delivered,  marked  2,  in  which  also 
the  dates  of  the  orders  for  the  delivery  of  the  notes 
to  the  iMink  will  appear.  The  notes  were  actually 
received  between  the  months  of  December,  181^ 
and  August,  1819.  The  banks  whose  notes  wen 
so  received,  are  so  numerous,  that  it  has  been  ia^ 
possible  for  me  at  this  time  to  make  out  the  list 
A  statement  of  a  number  of  them  is,  however, 
contained  in  a  paper  now  delivered,  marked  T. 

Q.  What  were  the  amounts  of  these  notes  cash- 
ed by  the  bank  ? 

A.  $238,361  87,  as  also  appears  by  the  paper 
marked  Z. 

d.  What  was  the  amount  of  nncorrent  nolei 
drawn  out  of  the  bank  by  the  Treasary  1 

A.  $123,102  59.  as  appears  by  a  statement  now 
delivered  and  marked  A. 

d.  What  is  the  amount  of  such  uncmrent  noto 
now  on  hand,  and  where  are  they  lodged  ? 

A.  $53,661  40,  lodged,  principally,  at  the  several 
places  contained  in  a  statement  now  delivered, and 
marked  W. 

Q^  What  is  the  toul  amount  of  the  debt  now 
due  from  the  Bank  of  Columbia  to  the  United 
Sutes? 

A.  About  $372,000,  of  which  $318,361  87  is 
eashp  and  includes  about  $30,000  standiai^  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  on  sundry  acoonats,  and 
the  remaining  balance  of  $53,661  40  is  special 
deposite. 

d.  What  probability  is  there  of  the  United 
States  recovering  this  debt  1 

A.   In  my  opmion  the  security  given  Ux  the 
debt  is  amply  sufficient,  and  I  believe  that  the 
whole  will  be  recovered.    The  bank  owes  in  all 
about  $800,000,  and  the  nominal  amount  of  its 
assets  is  more  than  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. 
An  agreement  has  been  made  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  assign  to  it  property  and  debts  to 
secure  the  debt  due  from  the  Bank  of  Columbia 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
United   States.     For  the  whole  of  the  above 
amount  of  $318,361  87,  excepting  \he  sum  af 
$30,000,  above  specified,  the  Government  received 
a  credit  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  as  cash,  in  1819 
or  1820.    At  that  time  the  Bank  of  Columbia 
paid  specie.    The  above  sum,  credited  as  cash, 
was  suffered  to  remain  in  the  hank  from  that 
time  to  the  present.    This,  as  I  understand,  was 
in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  with  the  Treasory. 
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litis  deposite  was  the  only  oompensation  the  bank 
Rceired  for  the  trouble  of  coftecttoD.  I  do  not 
iooirthat  any  time  was  specified  for  the  con- 
tinnance  of  the  deposite.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  pressed  the  bank  very  much  for  the 
imouot;  more,  I  think,  thaii  he  ought  to  have 
dooe,  coDsidering  the  trouble  and  expense  to 
f  iiich  the  bank  was  put. 

D.  KURTZ. 

STATEMENT  W. 

Etideneu  of  debt  in  poMseiHon  of  the 

Comberiand  Bank  of  Allaghany    - 

Bank  of  Wilmington  and  Brandy  wine    - 

Firmen  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Pittsburg 

Urbana  BankingCompany       ... 

Bedford  Baok  of  PennsyWania 

German  Bank  of  Wooater       ... 

Uflion  Bank  of  PennajWania 

Soodry  Bank  notes,  among  which  are 

Kentackj  In.  Co.  $797,  Marietta  and 

8QiqQehanna  Trading  Co.  $1,360,  8u8- 

qoehanna  Bridge  Co.  $796,  and  $482 

eoonterfeits  of  Tarions  banks       -        •     3,880  22 


Bank, 

$1,176  61 
7,376  00 
1.311  00 
2,339  00 
4,059  57 

23,761  00 
9,758  00 


$59,661  40 


STATEMENT  X. 

Sndmeet  of  debt  in  these  easee  delivered,  and  in  pos' 
temon  of  the  Treasury^  Augusi^  1820. 


Eikton  Bank  of  Maryland 

Alexandria  Society,  GranTille 

Oirl  Creek  Bank  .        .        .        . 

Wcatera  Bank  of  Virginia,  Parkersburg  - 

Gerain  Bank  of  Wooater     -        -        - 

^inaera'  Bank  of  New  Salem 

Btak  of  Green  Castle    .        •        .        • 

^merdal  Bank  of  Lake  Srie     - 

Virginia  Saline  Bank    .        -        -        - 

Bank  of  Somerset  and  Worcester  - 

>(ereliaoU'  Bank,  Alexandria 

Ciiiaoa  Banking  Company    •        -       - 

Jaaiata  Bank  of  Pennsylvania 

HoQtin^don  Bank  .... 

Bank  of  Moekingnm     •        .       •        • 

IXj  •        •        .        . 

Do  .       .       -       . 

^banon  Miami  Exporting  Company 
Baakof  Washington,  Pa.      - 


19,865  25 

2,463  00 

64  00 

198  00 

11,844  00 

1,836  00 

595  00 

10,900  00 

10,121  00 

1,376  00 

3^17  00 

600  00 

3,200  00 

2,880  00 

291  00 

7,930  00 

29,741  00 

9,575  00 

7,508  34 


Company ;  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  New 
Salem;  Owl  Creek  Bank ;  Western  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, Parkersburg ;  Bank  of  Vincennes ;  Lan- 
caster Ohio  Bank  y  Zanesville  Canal  and  Manu- 
facturing Company  ;  Ohio  Company ;  Commer- 
cial Bank,  Lake  Erie;  Bank  of  Beaver;  Bankiof 
Chiilicothe;  Alleghanv  Bank,  Bedford;  North- 
western Bank,  Pennsylvania ;  Farmers  and  Me- 
chanics' Bank,  Cincinnati ;  Bank  of  Washington, 
Pennsylvania ;  Westmoreland  Bank,  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  Miami  Exporting  Company ;  Farmers  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Steubenville ;  Indiana  Man- 
ufacturing Company ;  Bank  of  West  Union ; 
Banks  in  Delaware ;  Banks  in  Virginia. 

STATEMENT  Z. 

r.  r.  TucktT,  Esq.,  Treaeurer  of  the  United  States^  in 

account  foiih  the  Bank  of  Coiwnbia, 
Db. 


$123,102  59 

STATEMENT  Y. 

BellemoDt  Bank  of  St.  ClairsviUe ;  Bank  of 
Marietta;  Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus;  Alexan- 
<>fia  Society,  Granville ;  Qerman  Bank  of  Woos- 
^;  Muskingum  Bank,  Zanesville;  Centre  Bank, 
Penosylvania ;  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank, 
(Wncastle;  Union  Bank,  Pennsylvania ;  Farm- 
ers' Bank,  Pittsburg ;  Farmers,  Mechanics,  and 
^oafacturers'  Bank,  Chiilicothe ;  Farmers'  Bank, 
CaotoD;  Bank  of  Mount  Pleasant;  Lebanon  Mi- 
ami Banking  Co.  Ohio;  Juniata  Bank;  Farmers 
^Qd  Mechanics'  Bank,  Pittsburg;  Huntingdon 
^aok ;  Virginia  Saline  Bank ;  Cumberland  Bank  of 
Alleghany ;  Merchants'  Bank  of  Alexandria ;  Ken- 
tucky Insurance   Company ;    Urbana  Banking 

18th  CoK.  1st  Se88.-^ 


1820.                                          1 

Cath. 

iS^V.  Dep. 

Jan.  20 

To  draft  No.  933 

-. 

#41,276  65 

AQgl8 

J.  Norris 

- 

7,779  18 

23 

W.  Neil 

— 

11,194  32 

Sept.  4 

draft  No.  165 

^ 

1,636  00 

30 

160 

- 

8,120  00 

161 

^ 

23,600  00 

Oct.  21 

163 

— 

130  00 

162 

.. 

23,550  00 

Nov.  21 

Bank  of  Vincennes 

> 

1,200  00 

1821. 

Oct.  16 

Cash 

6,000 

Dec.    2 

draft  No.  164 

558  36 

1,096 

- 

1,822  00 

1822. 

Jane  20 

1,237 

- 

5,000  00 

July  18 

1,379 

— 

5,000  00 

cash  aecount 

> 

238,361  87 

bal.  to  new  aecuant 
Dollars. 

278,361  87 

176,763  99 

283,361  87 

545,991  37 

1818. 

Ck. 

Dec.  19 

By  draft  Bank  U.S. 

- 

468,588  37 

30 

Do 

— 

13,640  00 

Do 

- 

10,900  00 

Do 

^^ 

17,744  00 

1819. 

Jan.  14 

A.  D.  Stewart's  dep. 

^ 

8,322  00 

Apr.  30 

Bank  Wilmington  dt 

Brandywine 

-. 

17,876  00 

May  17 

Sandry  Trees,  drafts 

45,000 

July  13 

Trees,  draft  on  Chil- 

1820, 

lieothe 

. 

7,930  00 

Ang.  2 

Do          do 

.. 

291  00 

1821. 

Aug.  4 

Bank  United  Sutes 

— 

1,200  00 

Special  deposite 

238,361  87 

. 

Dollars. 
By  balance  of  special  deposits 

283,361  87 

545,991  37 

~. 

176,763  99 

Do       of  caah  account 

278,361  87 

X  Special  depoaite,  evidences  at  the 

Treasury 

W      do        do        Bank  of  Columbia 


123,102  59 
53,661  40 


1176,763  99 
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In  cddition  to  the  bdanoe,  u  stAted  in  the  aeeonnt 
carrent,  there  it  due  to  the  United  States,  on  the  books 
of  the  Office  of  Pay  and  Depotite,  on  eundrj  accoanta, 
aboat  $80,000. 


Alexander  Kerr  ewom^  at  the  requeet  of  Mr.  Edwarck. 

I  am  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Metropolis,  in  this 
city,  and  have  been  so  for  ten  years  pasL  It  was 
one  of  the  banks  in  which  public  ae|x>sites  were 
made  prerioas  to  the  existence  of  the  United 
States  Bank.  When  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  went  into  operation,  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis owed  to  the  United  States  about  $90,000, 
which  was  drawn  for  by  the  former  in  one  check. 
This  sum  had  come  into  the  bank  by  deposites  of 
individuals  only,  and  not  by  loan.  There  is  a 
deposite  now  in  the  bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  consequence  of  payments  for  West- 
ern lands  being  made  partly  in  bills  which  the 
United  States  Bank  would  not  receive  as  cash, 
and  which  were  received  by  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis, and  receipted  for  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  as  cash.  The  notes  were  on  specie 
payinff  banks;  we  received  them  as  cash;  and 
considered  the  accommodation  to  the  Gk>vernment 
quite  equal  to  any  benefit  received  by  the  bank. 
The  sum  has  gradually  increased  and  vibrated, 
from  40  to  (OOJOOO.  It  was  never  made  at  the 
solicitation  of  our  bank ;  but  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  directed  persons  wishing  to  pay  for 
lands  as  abiove  stated,  to  apply  to  our  bank,  to 
know  if  we  would  receive  the  notes,  and  credit 
them  as  cash ;  which  we  agreed  to  do.  The 
amoant  of  deposite,  as  reported  to  the  Treasury 
Che  1st  day  ol  January,  of  the  present  year,  was 
about  960,000.  Neither  specie  nor  United  States 
Botes,  to  any  considerable  amount,  were  included 
in  the  above  deposites. 

ALEXANDER  KERR. 

June  10, 1824. 

Jonah  TTtampson  eworn^  at  the  requeet  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

I  am  President  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  and 
have  been  since  March  1st,  1819. 

The  bank  uever  applied  to  the-Secrctary  of  the 
Treasury  for  a  loan,  but  have  always  had  the 
deposites  from  the  custom-house  On  the  9th  of 
January,  there  was  an  application,  and  understood 
to  be  tne  wish  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
that  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  would  assume  and 
pay  the  sum  of  forty-six  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Government.  The  Bank  of  Alexandria  gave 
credit  to  the  Government  for  the  amount,  and  the 
Mechanics'  Bank  agreed  to  secure  it  by  notes  and 
real  estate.  The  bank  pays  the  drafts  of  the  Grov- 
ernment  when  called  upon.  It  has  a  deposite  of 
more  than  (139.000.  The  Bank  of  Alexandria 
has  never  appliea  to  the  Treasurer  for  any  indul- 
gence, to  my  knowledge. 

JONAH  THOMPSON. 


EdfDQod  Jones  ewpm,  at  the  reqii/est  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

I  am  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.    I  have  heard  of  a  letter  men- 


tioned by  Mr.  Edwards  as  havini^  beea  written  by 
Mr.  Stephenson,  Receiver  of  the  Public  Monefs 
at  Edwardsville,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury— I  first  heard  of  it  very  UteJy — I  believe  the 
first  intimation  I  had  concerning  it  was  derived 
from  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial  to  Congress. 

^estion  by  Mr.  Cook.  Did  yoa  ever  see,  in 
the  Treasury  Uepartment,  previously  to  Mr.  Ed- 
wards'  memorial,  any  letter  or  notice  in  anj  of  the 
public  papers,  concerning  Mr.  Edwards'  having 
withdrawn  from  thedirectorshipof  theBaok  at  Ed- 
wardsville ? 

Answer.  Never. 

QrUestionbyMr.  Cook.  Does  the  correspoiidcace 
between  the  Secretary-  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
banks  which  are  depositories  of  the  pubhe  moneys, 
pass  through  your  bands  ? 

'  A.  Yes.  When  the  Secretary  is  in  town  he 
opens  the  mail  himself,  writes  on  the  differeat 
bundles  such  directions  as  will  designate  what  is 
to  be  done  with  each,  so  that  they  may  respec- 
tively be  acted  on ;  they  are  then  seat  oat  to  me. 
and  I  distribute  them  amongst  the  clerks. 

Q^  Have  you  read  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
o£  the  Treasury,  made  to  Congress  on  the  3Sd  dar 
of  March,  of  the  present  year  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have. 

Q^  Did  the  Secretary  consult  you  in  makiag 
out  that  report  ? 

A.  No. 

d.  Did  he  say  any  thing  to  you  in  refeience  to 
that  report  before  it  was  made  7 

A.  No. 

d.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  that  the  lecier 
from  Mr.  Stephenson,  referred  to  by  Mr.  £d  wardi, 
has  since  been  found  in  the  Treasury  Department? 

A.  No,  I  do  not  know  any  such  tbing. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  that  that  letter  bas  bees 
found  1         • 

A.  Never. 

Qp.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  received  the  St.  Louis  Boquirer  a 
1819? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect.  I  have  seen  that  paper 
several  times  in  the  Department.  Papers  are  fr&- 
quently  sent  to  the  Secretary,  which  he  has  not 
subscribed  for,  and  after  a  few  numbers  are  sent 
and  no  subscription  obtained,  they  are  sent  no 
longer. 

Q^  When,  according  to  your  best  recollectioa, 
did  you  first  see  that  paper  m  the  Department? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q^  Do  you  think  it  was  several  years  past  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  it  within  two  years. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Does  all  the  officitl 
correspondence  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasarj 
pass  through  your  hands  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q,uestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  In  order  to  distribute 
the  difierent  papers  sent  out  to  you  bv  the  Secre- 
tary, is  it  not  necessary  that  you  should  read  tbess? 

Answer.  To  read  them  all  would  occupy  more 
time  than  I  can  spare  ;  but  on  merely  opeoiog 
them  I  can  immediately  perceive  whether  they  are 
fVom  banks  or  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys,  or 
what  is  their  general  character. 
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Qiiefiion  bjr  Mr.  Forty  th.  Wiio  makaB  the  ea- 
donements  on  tbeae  letlets  ? 

Answer.  If  ihef  require  aa  iuunediale  aaswer, 
[  usually  draw  the  aoswer,  and  in  that  ease  I 
endorse  them  myself;  but  if  they  do  not  require 
Immediate  attention,  or  do  not  need  any  answer 
It  all,  I  hand  them  over  to  a  young  man  who  a»- 
lists  me,  and  he  makes  the  endorsement.  The 
greater  part  of  the  letters  reeeived  are  of  the  de- 
wriptioo  first  mentioned.  I  do  not  draught  all 
ihe  answers ;  but  most  oi  the  letters  are  of  such  a 
dod  that  there  are  precedents  for  the  answer 
required. 

Cluestioii  by  Mr.  Fony  th.  When  calls  are  made 
ipon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  papers,  does 
iie  direction  usually  oass  through  your  hands  % 

Answer.  Yes,  it  usually  does.  (The  direction 
1  geaerally  endorsed  on  the  back.)  In  some  few 
Mses  it  hais  been  seat  immediatety  by  the  Secret 
:ary  to  the  person  having  charge  of  the  papers. 

Cluestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  To  which  of  the 
:lerks  go  the  letters  from  the  Receivers  of  the 
Public  Moneys  ? 

Answer.  They  remain  with  me,  unless  where 
ihey  contain  inquiries  for  directions  concerning 
Ihe  kinds  of  moneys  to  be  received,  aod  the  place 
>f  deposite;  in  which  case  they  are  considered  as 
i^erUming  to  the  duty  of  Mr.  Dickins. 

Q^uestion  by  Mr.  Cook.  Where  and  by  whom 
veie  the  copies  of  the  voluminous  documents  laid 
before  Congress  at  the  present  session,  in  answer 
to  a  call  for  the  correspondence  of  the  Treasury 
with  the  Western  banks,  madel 

Answer.  That  is  a  question  which  I  cannot 
uuwer  very  fully.  I  had  no  share  in  making  out 
hose  copies.  Mr.  Dickins  was  engaged  in  supers 
ntending  that  business— «  Mr.  filkins,  a  Mr.  Phil- 
ins,  and  a  Mr.  Washington,  were  employed ;  and 
ttr.  Laub,  an  extra  clerk  in  the  office. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  Was  any  part  of  the 
K)rreBponadence  taken  away  from  the  Depart- 
nent  to  be  copied  1 

Answer.  I  was  told  by  Mr.  Richards,  who  had 
be  largest  portion  of  the  letters  from  the  banks 
^  copy*  that  he  took  them  with  him  to  Conaec- 
icat.  I  also  nnderalood  from  Mr.  BIktns  that  he 
ook  sonae  of  those  assigned  him  to  his  lodffings. 
Tbose  given  to  both  these  gentlemen  were  letters 
rom  banks  to  the  Department ;  those  given  to  the 
*itra  clerks  were  records  taken  from  the  files  of 
he  office. 

^estion  by  Mr.  Cook.  At  what  time  did  this 
copying  commence? 

Answer.   I  think  about  the  first  of  last  July. 

Q^uestioa  by  Mr.  Cook.  At  what  time  was  it 
Inished? 

Answer.  A  few  days  before  the  report  went 
nto  Congress.  It  occupied  some  days  to  arrange 
o  great  a  number  of  copies  of  letters ;  but  as  soon 
ts  that  was  done,  and  the  report  made  out,  the 
vhole  vras  sent  in.  I  understood  that  the  arrange- 
nent  intended  was,  that  each  letter  should  be  tol- 
owed  by  the  answer  to  it ;  but  I  had  no  hand  in 
he  business^  from  the  commencement  to  the  end 
(fit. 

BDWARD  JONES. 


CkmmU  Smith  swom,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwarde, 

I  am  President  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics' 
Bank  of  Georgetown,  and  have  been  for  about 
four  years.  Tne  bans  has  opt  been  in  that  time 
indebted  to  the  United  States,  nor  is  there  a  credit 
now  on  the  books  to  the  United  States. 

CLEMENT  SMITH. 


Oviriofi  Gorr  jwom,  eU  the  reqveet  ef  Mr.  Edwards. 

I  am  Cashier  of  the  Patriotic  Bank,  and  have 
been  since  its  establishment  in  1815.  The  bank 
had  one  deposite  from  the  Treasury  of  (10,000, 
on  the  13th  of  September,  1819.  It  was  made  at 
mj  request,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  then 
existing  in  the  concerns  of  the  bank.  It  consisted  of 
a  draft  on  Salein.  Massachusetts,  for  $5,000,  Ports-" 
mouth  92,000.  Bristol  $1,000,  Petersburg  $2,000. 
On  the  11th  February,  1820,  this  loan  was  repaid 
by  a  deposite  in  the  United  States  Branch  Bank 
in  this  city.  Interest  of  6  per  cent,  was  paid 
on  the  deposite,  and  a  loss  was  sustained  or  14 
per  cent,  in  converting  these  funds  into  cash,  which 
was  done  through  the  agency  of  brokers.  The 
banks  drawn  on  were  specie-paying  banks,  and 
their  notes  current  in  their  own  Stales,  respec- 
tively. The  loss  arose  merely  from  the  rate  of 
exchange.  The  bank  has  never  before  or  since 
been  indebted  to  the  United  States. 

OVERTON  CARR. 


Ridwrd  Smith  evoru^  at  the  request  <^  Mr.  Edisairds. 

I  am  Cashier  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  this  city,-  and  have  been  since  its  insti- 
tution. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Cook.  In  what  manner  was 
the  deposite  of  $1,175  made  by  Colonel  Riddick 
in  that  bank,  and  how  was  it  credited  to  the  Uni- 
ted States? 

Answer.  To  the  best  of  mj  recollection,  it  was 
entered  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States — part  as 
cash,  and  part  as  special  deposite — ^perhaps  $285 
entered  as  sjpecial  deposite  on  paper  of  the  Frank* 
lin  Bank  ot  Alexandria,  the  residue  entered  as 
cash.  I  hitve  no  memorandum  with  me  to  refer 
to,  but  presume  the  above  to  be  the  transaction 
referred  to  in  the  question. 

RICHARD  SMITH. 


Thomas  Swaion  suHn%  at  the  request  tf  Mr.  Edwards, 

ducstion.  Please  to  state  at  what  time  the  trans* 
fer  of  the  efiecU  of  Ihe  Franklin  Bank  of  Alex* 
andda  to  the  United  States  was  mad^  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  certain  loans  made  to  it 
by  the  Treasury,  and  all  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  such  transfer. 

Answer.  I  was  applied  to  as  the  Attorney  of 
the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Colombia, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  some  time  in 
the  Summer  or  Fall  of  1€21,  to  carry  into  efiect 
an  agreement  which  had  been  entered  into  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorv  and  the 
Franklin  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in  relation  to  a 
debt  of  about  $48,000  due  from  the  Fianklia  Bank 
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to  the  United  States.  The  amement  appeared 
to  have  been  entered  into  on  tne  23d  of  August, 
1821,  and  the  bank  bound  themselves  to  transfer 
to  William  H.  Crawford,  and  his  successors  in 
office,  ail  the  debts  due  to  that  bank,  and  all  the 
real  estate  of  every  description  belonging  to  the 
bank,  and  all  the  notes  given  by  the  stockholders 
of  the  bank,  on  account  of  stock  by  them  severally 
subscribed  thereto.  The  real  estate  was  to  be  dis- 
posed of  on  the  most  advantageous  terms,  and 
the  whole  amount  of  the  monevs  collected  were 
to  be  placed  in  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  The 
debts  were  to  be  collected  by  gradual  instalments, 
excepting  the  stock  debts,  which  were  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  the  first  place,  to  the  payment  of  the  de- 
posites  and  issues  then  due  from  the  bank ;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  to  make  up  any  deficiency 
that  rai^ht  be  due  to  the  United  States.  Sche« 
dules  oi  the  debts  due  to  the  bank  were  annexed 
to  the  agreement. 

Very  shortly  after  this  application  was  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  prepared  a 
deed  of  assignment  for  the  purpose  of  carryinff 
this  agreement  into  effect,  and  made  various  ef- 
forts, in  the  course  of  the  Fall  of  that  year,  to  get 
it  executed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Franklin  Bank,  but  without  effect  \  objections  and 
difficulties,  of  one  sort  or  other,  were  constantly 
made,  and  an  indisposition  to  execute  the  assign- 
ment, as  I  thought,  manifested  on  the  part  of 
the  board.    I  had  understood  that  the  deposite 
had  been  originally  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  that  bank  at  the  instance  of  General 
Thomson  Mason  and  Mr.  Jno.  T.  Ricketts,  who 
were  then  Directors  of  the  bank,  and,  if  they  had 
been  alive  at  the  time  that  I  prepared  the  assign- 
ment, I  have  no  doubt  that  the  assignment  would 
have  been  promptly  executed  3  but  the  death  of 
these  gentlemen,  and  of  my  brother,  William  T. 
Swann,  who  hadacted  as  the  Presidcntof  the  bank, 
produced,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  the  ddays  which 
attended  the  final  completion  of  this  business. 
After  making  my  efforts  to  get  this  paper  executed, 
I  was  requested  to  send  it  10  the  Secretary  •f  the 
Treasury;  and  I  accordingly  did  so,  and  1  believe 
that  a  correspondence  took  place  between  him  and 
the  faAuk  upon  the  subject  of  the  deed  \  it  was  re- 
turned to  me  about  the  month  of  May,  1822,  and 
was  finally  executed  bv  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  bank  some  time  afterwards,  the  precise  period 
I  do  not  now  recollect.    At  the  time  it  was  ex- 
ecuted none  of  us,  I  believe^  were  aware  that  the 
charter  of  the  bank  had  expired.    The  impression 
(^erally  was,  that  a  power  had  been  reserved  to 
It,  in  common  with  the  other  banks  of  the  District, 
to  wind  up  its  afilairs,  and  the  time  giyen  was,  I 
think,  five  years ;  but  so  it  was,  upon  looking  at 
the  law,  the  Franklin  Bank  was  omitted^  and  its 
charter  at  an  end,  before  the  deed  of  assignment 
was  finallv  executed. 

When  tliis  information  was  obtained,  I  was  re- 
quested to  turn  my  attention  again  to  the  original 
agreement,  and  to  see  whether  the  United  States 
would  be  able  to  recover  their  moneys  upon  that 
paper — upon  considering  that  paper,  it  seemed  to 


nae  that  the  notes  which  had  been  negotiatied  in 
the  bank  while  it  was  incorporated  and  cadoned 
in  biank,  might  be  applied  to  the  nse  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  and  I  accordinglv  obtained  poseemon  <^ 
those  notes,  and  filled  up  the  eodoraemeots  paya- 
ble to  the  United  States,  and  broaght  saiu  ac  Jiw 
upon  those  notes  in  behalf  of  the  United  Slates, 
which  saitaare  still  modtly  depending. 

As  to  the  stock  notes,  no  measores  have  y« 
been  taken  upon  them,  nor  did  the  agreement  with 
the  bank  authorize  any  steps  to  be  yet  taken,  but 
when  it  may  be  necessary  to  resort  to  them,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  a  court  of  chancery  would  com- 

S*\  the  payment  of  them  and  give  to  the  United 
utes  me  same  relief  as  if  the  assignments  had 
been  regularly  made. 

If  the  United  States  should  be  able  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  these  stock  notes,  I  shoo  Id  enter- 
tain no  doubt  but  that  the  money  doe  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  may  be  obtained — bat  otherwise,  a  con- 
siderable loss  would  be  sostained. 

THO.  SWANN. 


David  Bngluk  npora,  ot  the  requed  0/  Mr,  Edwawdi, 

I  am  Cashier  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown, 
and  have  been  since  its  institution  in  1809.  That 
bank  received  one  deposite  in  August,  1819,  from 
the  Treasury,  of  $2ofiQQ.  The  bank  was  under 
some  fears  on  the  subject  of  the  resumption  of  qie- 
eie  payments,- and  application  was  made  to  the 
Tteasury  for  aid.  and  the  loan  was  obtained ;  which 
was  repaid  in  October  following,  bv  depooites  ia 
the  United  States  Bank  or  its  branches,  ff o  other 
deposite  has  since  been  made  by  the  Trensary  ia 
the  Union  Bank,  to  ray  knowledge.  No  interest 
was  paid  on  the  above  loan. 

D.  ENGLISH. 


TTumoB  Dungan  twom^  at  the  reqtuU  of  Mr,  Ed- 

wardi, 

I  am  a  clerk  in  the  oflice  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  have  been  about  eight  years. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  a  letter  said  by 
Mr.  Edwards  to  have  been  written  by  Mr.  Stephen- 
son. Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at  Bdwardsvilie, 
to  the  Treasury,  in  1819. 

Answer.  Not  until  lately,  when  it  has  been 
mentioned  in  the  public  papers.  I  never  heard  of 
it  until  after  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial  was  com- 
municated to  Congress. 

€1.  Was  it  after  that  memorial  was  presented 
to  Congress  that  you  first  heard  the  subject  spoken 

of? 

A.  1  have  answered  that  qaestion. 

Q^  Have  you  heard  any  thing  of  that  letters 
having  been  found  in  the  Treasury  Departmeat 
since  that  memorial  was  presented  to  Congresi? 

A.  1  have  not. 

^  Do  you  know  whether  the  St.  Louis  En- 
quirer was  received  at  that  Department  in  1S19  ? 

A.  1  do  not  know. 

QU  Did  you  see  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  of  the  22d  of  March  of  the  present 
year,  previous  to  ito  commanication  to  Congress, 
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or  did  you  koow  any  thing  of  the  subject  of  ite 
contents  before  it  was  coramonicated  ? 

A.  I  did  not  see  or  copy  any  part  of  the  report 
before  it  went  to  Congress,  i  had  only  a  general 
Iroowledge  of  its  contents,  soch  as^ every  body  else 
had,  from  the  call  to  which  it  was  an  answer.  My 
haziness  in  the  office  did  not  lead  me  to  any  spe- 
cial knowledge  of  that  report. 

THOMAS  DUNGAN. 


^rmd  }/L  McKean  aworn,  at  the  requat  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 

I  am  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  I  aerer  heard  of  the  letter  said  to 
have  been  written  by  Mr.  Stephenson,  Receiver 
of  Public  Moneys  at  Edwardsville,  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  before  the  evening  of  the  day  on 
which  Mr.  JSdwards's  memorial  was  presented  to 
Coogress.  I  attend,  among  other  "things,  to  that 
part  of  the  business  of  the  office  which  relates  to 
the  remission  of  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  also  to 
the  issuing  of  commissions.  I  have  never  heard 
of  that  letter's  having  been  found  by  any  one  in 
the  Treasury  Department. 

S.  M.  McKEAN. 


Peter  G,  Wdshinfftan  swom,  ai  the  requeat  of  Mr.  Ed' 

wariU, 

I  am  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  have  been  since  1st  July,  ld22.  I 
copied  a  portion  of  the  documents  submitted  to 
Congress  the  present  session  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. I  first  heard  of  Mr.  Stephenson's  let- 
ter to  the  Treasury  on  the  day  after  the  memorial 
3f  Mr.  Edwards  was  presented  to  Congress.  I 
tiave  never  heard  that  that  letter  has  been  found 
a  the  Department  since  the  presentation  of  that 
memorial.  The  letters  addressed  to  (he  office  in 
Ifeoeral,  and  among  them  those  which  coutain  the 
correspondence  with  the  banks,  are  mostly  depo- 
sited m  the  room  in  which  I  am  employed,  and 
ire  considered  as  placed  more  particularly  under 
ny  charge ;  and  1  think,  that,  had  such  a  letter 
)een  fou  d,  I  must  have  heard  of  it.  The  letters 
lave  always  been  under  my  charge  since  I  went 
oto  the  office ;  but  every  gentlemtfn  in  the  office 
las  free  access  to  them  as  a  matter  of  course  in 
he  discharge  of  his  official  duty^-^my  duty  in  re- 
ation  to  them  consists  in  placing  and  keeping 
hem  on  the  proper  files,  and  restoring  them  to 
heir  places  when  removed.  The  custom  of  the 
iffice  in  relation  to  letters  sent  from  it,  is  to  pre- 
erve  in  the  Department  the  draught  of  letters,  and 
0  send  awav  the  fair  copy  of  that  draught  made  by 
ne  of  the  clerks.  The  original  draught  is  some- 
tmes  made  by  the  Secretary  himself,  and  if  it  is 
ufficiently  fair,  the  original  itself  is  sometimes 
eat,  and  a  copy  retained.  These  copies  or  draughts 
re  filed,  and  usually  recorded  monthly.  No  di- 
ections  were  ever  given  me  by  the  Secretary  to, 
»rch  for  the  letter  of  Mr.  Stephenson  ;  as  I  be- 
ne said,  I  never  heard  of  that  letter  until  Mr. 
Sd  wards's  memorial  was  presented.  The  instruc- 
ons  of  the  Secretary  were,  that  all  the  letters  to 


and  from  banks  should  be  communicated  to  Con- 
gress ;  in  consequence  of  which,  many  letters  were 
so  communicated  which  I  did  not  conceive  to  be 
embraced  in  the  call  of  the  House. 

PETER  G.  WASHINGTON. 


Peter  G.  Washington  again  called. 

Q^uestion  by  Mr.  Webster.  Are  you  able  to  state 
at  what  time  the  copying  of  the  correspondence 
with  the  banks  commenced,  by  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  which  was  called  for  by  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  May 
8,  1822,  and  which  was  communicated  with  a 
letter  of  the  Secretary  to  the  House,  of  22d  of 
March,  1824  ? 

Answer.  Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, in  1823 — I  thick,  in  April. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  Look  at  the  paper  now 
shown  to  you.  [Here  Mr.  Washiugton*  was  shown 
a  paper,  submitted  to  the  Committee  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, as  the  enclosure  contained  in  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  dated  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1819.]    Do  you  know  the  handwriting? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Q.  Will  you  state  whose  it  is  ? 

A.  It  is  the  handwriting  of  the  late  Edward 
Fox,  formerlv  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury. 

Q^  Do  you  know  who  copied  the  letter  of  the 
1st  of  November,  above  referred  to,  for  the  pur-* 
pose  of  beinff  communicated  to  the  House,  with 
the  report  of  the  SecreUry  of  the  24th  of  March 
last? 

A.  I  do.    It  was  copied  by  myself. 

Q.  Did  the  original  copy  of  the  enclosure  ac- 
company the  origmal  letter,  when  copied  by  you? 
>  A.  it  did  not.    The  enclosure  was  a  letter  to  a 
Receiver.    The  letters  called  for,  were  letters  to 
and  from  banks. 

d.  Do  Tou,  or  do  you  not,  know  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  toe  Treasury  could  have  commanded  the 
same  means  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  in 
1882,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the  document 
to  accompany  the  report  made  on  the  22d  March, 
18d4,  as  were  employed  during  the  succeeding 
year,  to  prepare  the  same  documents ;  and,  if  so, 
do  you  know  what  reason  prevented  their  em- 
plovment? 

A.  The  power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, on  that  subject,  must  always  be  the  same. 
In  his  report  of  February,  1823,  lie  states  why  all 
the  correspondence  with  the  banks  was  not  then 
communicated ;  and  I  know  of  no  other  reason 
than  the  one  he  assigned. 

^  Do  you  know  of  any  reason  to. doubt  the 
truth  of  the  facts,  stated  in  that  report,  as  the 
cause  for  not  sooner  communicating  the  corres- 
pondence? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Ctuestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  At  what  time  did 
Mr.  Crawford  return  from  Georgia  to  Washing- 
ton, in  that  year  ? 

Answer.  Late- in  the  Fall. 

PETER  G.  WASHINGTON. 
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Ca$e  o/NMan  Bkumdi. 


Rt^)ert  NewdL  twomy  at  the  nquett  of  Mr.  EdwwdM. 

I  am  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  I  never  heard  of  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Stepheoson  to  the  Treasury,  until  I  read  the  me* 
morial  of  Mr.  Edwards  to  Congress.  I  have  been 
in  the  office  three  years.  I  had  charge  of  the 
letters  in  the  apartment  whe^jS  Mr.  Washington 
now  is,  for  a  time.  I  never  saw  such  a  letter  as 
that  said  to  have  been  written  by  Mr.  Stephen- 
son, in  the  Department.  It  is  now  nearly  two 
years  since  I  left  that  room.  I  have  heard  noth' 
ing  of  such  a  letter's  beinff  found  in  the  Depart- 
ment, since  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial  was  pre- 
sented to  Congress.  Nothing  was  ever  said  to 
me,  either  by  Mr.  Crawford  or  by  any  other  per- 
son, respecting  thai  letter,  previous  to  Mr.  Craw- 
""    ford's  report  of  the  22d  of  March,  1824. 

R.  NEWELL. 


Ai^tp  Duiins  itoom,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

I  am  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  had  any 
agency  m  the  negotiation  concerning  the  collec- 
tion or  securinff  the  loan  to  the  FraaSiin  Bank  of 
Alexandria)  alter  the  time  at  which  the  terms  of 
the  agreement  were  settled,  which  appears  to  have 
been  on  the  5th  of  December.  I8ll.  I  never 
heard  any  thing,  as  I  now  recollect,  of  the  letter 
said  to  have  been  written  to  the  Treasury,  by  Mr. 
Stephenson,  of  Edwardsville,  previonsiy  to  the 
Secretary's  directing  me  to  draw  up  the  report  of 
the  22d  of  March  last  I  wrote  the  report,  accord*- 
ing  to  directions  previously  given  me,  by  the  Sec* 
retary ;  and,  when  it  was  completed,  I  read  it  to 
iiim.  Before  receiving  those  directions,  I  do  not 
recollect  to  have  heard  Mr.  Stephenson's  letter 
spoken  of  by  any  one.  At  the  time  Mr.  Edwards 
was  examined,  last  year,  before  a  committee  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  I  was  not  present. 
I  may  have,  afterwards,  read  Mr.  Edwards's 
deposition  concerning  that  letter.  But,  when  I 
received  the  directions  above  alluded  to^  I  had 
forgotten  every  thing  in  relation  to  it.  I  received 
Mr.  Crawford's  instructions  to  prepare  the  report 
a  few  days  before  the  papers  were  ready  which 
were  to  accompany  it.  He  expressed  impatience 
at  the  delay  which  had  taken  place,  and  urged 
me  to  use  despatch  myself,  and  to  hasten  the  other 
persons  employed.    The  greater  part  of  the  cor^ 


I  had  no  instructions  to  search  for  the  alleged  let- 
ter of  Mr.  Stephenson,  until  the  time  I  received 
Mr.  Crawford's  instructions  to  draw  up  fhe  re* 
port.  He  then  directed  me  to  have  the  search 
made.  I  made  the  search,  accordingly,  but  did 
not  find  such  a  letter,  nor  have  I  since  heard  of 
its  being  found.  I  searched  for  it  on  the  files  of 
the  office.  The  letters  had  been  put  away  in 
bundles.  I  directed  the^  messenger  to  brinff  me 
the  bundles  which  contained  tbe  letters  of  the 
period  alluded  to.  I  searched  all  of  those  bundles, 
and  examined  all  the  files  of  letters  they  contained. 
Those  bundles  were  not  in  my  charge,  and  I  can- 


not say  how  long  they  had  remaiaed  vntooehed^ 
they  are  usually  pot  away  by  the  jaoior  clerki. 
They  siay  be  said  to  be  in  the  partieulmr  care  of 
Mr.  Jones,  or  rather  the  messenger ;  they  are  pot 
away  in  cases.  The  report,  as  I  believe,  been 
date  the  same  day  it  was  sent  to  the  Hoose^ 
which,  I  think,  was,  also,  the  same  day  on  which 
the  fair  copy  was  written.  I  do  not  remember  that 
I  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Crawford,  on  tbe 
subject  of  that  letter,  between  the  time  when  I 
first  received  his  instructions  to  drav  up  the  re- 
port, and  the  time  when  I  read  the  draught  of  tbe 
report  to  him.  He  then  inquired  whether  I  had 
made  the  search  directed,  and  I  informed  him  that 
I  bad,  and  of  the  result.  Mr.  Richards,  as  far  as 
I  recollect,  retvrned  the  letters  he  took  away  to 
copy,  in  October  or  November.  When  he  re- 
turned, I  employed  several  persons  in  m^ing 
farther  copies.  At  the  time  I  had  the  first  eon- 
versatloa  with  Mr.  CrawA>fd,  conoeming  the  let- 
ter of  Mr.  Stephenson,  he  directed  me  to  search 
the  records  for  an  answer  to  that  letter,  which  I 
did,  accordingly,  and  found  none. 

ASBURY  DICKIN8. 


T%(ma8  F.    Riddick   etoom^  at  the  repteet  of  Mr. 

Edwtttts. 

The  Bank  of  Missouri  had  a  capital  of  1(250,- 
000,  of  which  $40,000  wm  placed  in  an  office  of 
discount  and  deposite  at  St.  Genevieve^  which 
said  office  was  entirely  under  the  control  of  the 
principal  bank,  in  all  respects;  the  cashier  and 
all  the  directors  and  officers  were  appointed  by 
the  mother  bank,  and  removed  at  pleasure.  Their 
general  operations  were  also  directed  by  the  pria- 
eipal  bank,  at  St.  Louis.  The  office  at  St.  (iene- 
vieve  loaned  money  on  personal  security,  but  never 
on  pledge  of  stoolu  Stockholders  residing  at  St. 
Genevieve  pledged  their  stock  at  St.  Louis,  if  they 
wished  to  borrow  on  that  security ;  not  more  than 
eighty  per  cent  was  allowed  on  such  pledge^ 
which  was  considered  only  as  coUaterai  security. 
These  loans  were  always  considered  safe,  axwl 
better  than  any  personal  security.  I  believe  that 
the  stock  has  never  fallen  below  eighty  per  cent. 

A  lai^  amount  of  public  moneys  had  accu- 
mulated in  the  bank  prior  to  the  9th  Aogost,  1819, 
but  it  consisted,  for  the  most  part,  in  notes  of 
the  various  banks  of  the  West,  which  ha*d  been 
received  by  the  land  offices,  and  could  not  be 
used  in  the  Treasury  in  discharge  of  debts  doe 
by  the  Government.  The  Bank  of  Missouri,  9t 
its  own  expense  and  risk,  (and  for  which  thev 
have  not  as  yet  been  allowed  any  compensation,) 
converted  those  funds  to  a  larffe  amount,  say 
9600,000,  into  such  funds  ^  would  pay  the  Trea- 
surer's drafts  at  St.  Louis.  But  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  having.no  occasion  to  disburse  any  consid- 
erable amount  at  St.  Louis,  (as  the  bank  were 
informed^  made  a  proposition  to  the  bank  to 
transfer  its  funds  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes, 
and  certain  of  its  branches;  and,  as  a  coapeosa* 
tion  for  this  service,  agreed  that  $150,000  should 
remain  in  bank  as  a  p^manent  deposiie,  but 
which  might,  nevertheless,  be  drawn  on  whea 
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disbarsemeou  could  be  made  at  St.  Louis ;  agree- 
ing, also,  that  further  compensation  should  be 
made  if  the  deposite  should  not  be  fonad  adequate 
for  the  service  proposed  to  be  rendered.  This 
nras  accepted  in  part  on  the  9th  August,  1819, 
iud  a  sum,  amounting  to  near  $450,000,  before 
ind  after  that  time,  was  wd  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Staiee  and  branches,  or  funds  worth  four 
}er  cent,  premium  to  the  bank.  The  permanent 
ieposite  was  frequently  drawn  on,  and  reduced 

0  an  amount  considerably  below  $150^000.  The 
Mnk  has  been  allowed  no  compensation  as  yet 
'or  this  serWce  beyond  what  the  uncertain  benefit 
>f  this  deposite  might  hare  been  worth  to  them, 
vhicb,  under  circumstances,  ought  to  be  estimated 
It  a  very  small  sum.  Moreover,  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
oari  had  to  encounter  the  hostility  of  nearly  all 
he  institutions  of  the  West  from  whom  the  Bank 
)f  Missouri  had  to  make  demand  for  specie  funds, 
>r  such  other  funds  as  would  satisfy  the  Treasu- 
-er's  drafits ;  and,  abo,  from  sentlemen  connect- 
ed with  those  banks.    This  tact  will  be  seen  bv 

1  reference  to  the  printed  correspondence  witn 
MO  ks.  See  letters  from  the  President  of  the  Bank 
>f  Ken  tacky  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  May 
^,  1819;  September  29,  1819;  letter  from  hou- 
irable  W.  H.  Crawfbrd  to  President  of  the  Bank 
>f  Kentucky,  July  30,  1819 ;  also,  letters  from 
lonoiableNinian  Edwards,  a  Senator  of  the  Uni- 
:ed  States,  May  10th  and  12th,  1819,  directed  to 
rhomas  F.  Riddick,  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  which  said  letters  last  named 
ire  filed  with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
n  support  of  a  petition  presented  by  Thomas  F. 
EliddicK.  as  agent  for  the  bank. 

It  will  also  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  several 
Lgreeroents  made  by  the  Bank  with  the  Treasury 
department,  and  thegeneml  correspondence;  also, 
he  original  certificates  of  deposite,  that  the  Bank 
>f  Missouri  never  became  bound,  until  the  9th  of 
\ogast,  1819,  to  pay  over  to  the  Treasury  any 
ither  or  better  funds  than  such  as  they  should  re- 
:eive  from  the  land  offices,  not  having  it  in  their 
)ower,  before  the  said  9th  of  August,  to  direct 
vhat  kind  of  paper  should  be  received  in  payment 
or  lands;  this  was,  before  that  date,  regulated  by 
L  list  furnished  the  differBit  Receivers,  by  the 
Treasury  Department,  and,  whether  at  par  or  not, 
vas  received  from  them  by  the  Bank  of  Missouri, 
ind  certificates  of  deposite,  issued  by  the  cashier, 
tati'ag  the  amount  received  in  par  funds,  and  the 
imoant  received  in  such  paper  as  had  been  au- 
horized  by  the  Treasury  Department.  The  bank, 
herefore,  clearly  had  a  right  to  pay  over  such 
unds  as  was  received  by  them;  and  the  Govern- 
aent,  in  common  justice,  is  bound  to  make  com- 
>ensation  for  the  risk  and  loss  incurred  by  the 
Mink,  in  converting  those  funds  into  such  other 
bnds  as  could  be  used  by  the  Treasury,  in  pay- 
nent  of  demands  aeatnst  them. 

^Wbeoever  these  rair  demands  of  the  bank  shall 
>e  liquidated  and  settled,  the  amount  that  will  be 
ben  found  due  the  United  States  will  be  much 
esseoed,  and  the  amount  that  has  been  transferred 
)y  ibe  bank  ample,  and  greatly  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  every  cent  justly  due  by  the  bank 


to  the  Unifed  States.  The  amount  that  now 
stands  charged  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  if 
the  nominal  amount  of  all  the  moneys  of  every 
description  paid  into  bank  by  the  land  offices, 
without  any  deduction  having  been  made  for  ser- 
vices  rendered,  and  for  risk  and  loss  in  exchange. 
It  will  also  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  reports 
of  the  bank^  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  Missouri  Legislature,  that  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri did,  at  all  times,  conduct  its  operations  with 
great  care  and  circumspection,  never  having  an 
averafi^e  discount  including  notes  on  pledges  os 
stock  (with  the  exception  of  the  deposite  of  ^150,- 
000)  greater  than  the  capital  stock,  and  never 
having  its  paper  signed  for  circulation  to  a  greater 
amount  than  $204,938  29,  of  which  sum  (if  the 
books  of  the  bank  were  within  my  reach,)  I  am 
satisfied  it  would  be  found  that  the  average  amount 
in  circulation,  from  the  completion  of  the  payment 
of  the  capital  stock,  to  the  day  of  suspension,  did 
not  exceed  $80,000 ;  the  greatest  amount  that  ap- 
pears ever  to  have  been  in  circulation,  was  $153,- 
899  50;  of  which  sum  $25,000,  or  near  that 
amount,  was  specially  deposited  in  the  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Lexington,  and  be- 
longed to  the  Bank  of  Missouri ;  at  the  time  the 
bank  suspended  payment,  only  $86,000,  or  there- 
abouts, was  in  circulation. 

The  suspension,  in  August,  1821,  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  attributed  either  to  excessive  loans,  or  to 
an  excessive  issue  of  the  paper  of  the  bank ;  but 
to  the  general  situation  of  the  Western  country, 
which  rendered  it  im[X)ssible  for  the  bank  to  col- 
lect from  its  debtors^  with  sufficient  promptness,  to 
meet  the  demands  for  specie,  created  by  the  pres- 
sure, that  existed  at  that  time,  and  to  the  circum- 
stance of  this  bank  being  almost  the  only  one 
who  continued  to  pay  specie  on  demand  m  the 
Western  country. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Cook.  Were  you  President 
of  the  Bank  of  Missouri  in  1821? 

Answer.  I  was. 
*    d.  by  same.  Do  you  believe  that  the  account 
and  monthly  returns  made  by  that  bank  were  cor- 
rect, just,  and  true? 

A.  I  believe  they  were,  and  that  the  statement 
made  by  myself,  and  forwarded  to  Mr.  Crawford, 
under  date  of  30th  June,  1821,  was  also  just  and 
true. 

d.  From  what  land  office  were  the  largest  de- 
posites  made  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  &tween 
the  1st  of  July,  1818,  and  9th  August,  1819  ? 

A.  From  the  land  <^ce  at  Franklin. 

d.  When  did  Creneral  Smith  make  his  first  de* 
posite  ? 

A.  I  believe  on  the  7th  December,  1818. 

d-  How  much  larger  do  you  suppose  these  de- 
posites  were  than  those  from  vrnj  other  office  ? 

A.  Something  more  than  twice  the  amount 
from  the  office  at  St.  Louis. 

d.  What  was  the  amount  of  Oeneral  Smith's 
deposite  between  the  aforesaid  periods  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  amounted  to  $460,966  76; 
this  I  take  from  a  memorandum  in  my  posses- 


sion. 


d*  Were  any  of  the  notes  received  from  him 
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refused  to  be  received  as  cash,  aod  were  they  spe- 
cially entered?  If  so,  state  the  circumstaDces^ 
and  whether  General  Smith  was  apprized  thereof. 
A.  General  Smith  very  seldom  made  his  de- 
posites  in  person.  His  office  being  near  two  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  bank,  they  were  generally 
placed  in  bank  by  some  person  in  whom  the  Gen- 
eral had  confidence,  travelling^  to  St.  Louis  or  to 
the  eastward,  or  by  boats  trading  on  the  Missouri. 
I  do  not  remember  that  the  bank  ever  had  any 
difficulty  with  General  Smith  or  any  other  per- 
son, about  his  deposites.  I  believe  they  were 
always  made  in  the  same  funds  which  he  received 
for  landsj  and  certificates  were  issued  to  him  by 
the  cashier,  stating  the  kind  of  funds  deposited 
which  certificates  were,  no  doubt,  forwarded  by 
him  to  the  Treasury  Department,  as  vouchers. 

d.  What  amount  of  internal  taxes  were  depos- 
ited, much  or  little  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  of  any  deposites  being 
made  of  that  description. 

Q^^  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  When  were  the  deposites 
of  the  Tennessee  paoer  made  by  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, at  Louisville  ? 

A.  I  believe  in  Mav,  1820.  having  promised  Mr. 
Crawford  to  have  it  forwarded  as  soon  as  I  arrived 
at  St.  Louis,  which  was  done  by  a  special  acent 
I  was  afterwards  informed  that  the  agent  of  the 
Nashville  Bank  received  the  amount  of  the  Nash- 
ville Bank  paper,  but  that  the  agent  of  the  Ten- 
nessee Bank  had  left  Louisville  a  short  time  before 
the  arrival  of  the  special  agent  of  the  Missouri 
Bank  at  Louisville,  and  deposited  it  in  the  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Thomas  F.  Riddick  states,  that  while  a  director 
of  the  bank,  he  had  access  at  all  times  to  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  bank,  being  nominated  by  the 
President  to  act  in  his  place  pro  tem.,  when  he 
was  absent  at  his  farm,  or  was  holding  Indian 
treaties,  or  otherwise  unable  to  attend ;  that  he 
counted  the  Tennessee  and  other  paper  transferred 
to  the  Treasury,  before  the  proposition  of  the  9th 
August,  1818,  was  made,  and  that  he  took  with 
him,  when  he  left  St.  Louis  for  Washington  City, 
in  December,  1819,  a  considerable  part  of  the  funds 
intended  to  be  so  transferred,  and  made  a  deposite 
at  Chillicothe,  and  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  Washington;  which  deposites  made 
a  part  of  the  charge  against  him  as  agent  of  the 
bank,  as  contained  in  the  monthly  returns  made 
to  the  Treasury  in  the  months  of  January  and 
February,  1820.  Also,  that  what  I  have  stated 
before  the  committee  of  my  own  knowledge  is 
true,  and  what  I  have  stated  as  matter  of  opinion, 
I  believe  to  be  true. 

Q,.  by  Mr.  Cook.  When  you  discounted  notes 
for  individuals,  in  what  kind  of  money  did  you 
advance  the  amount  of  such  notes  ? 

A.  Those  discounts  were  usually  left  in  depos- 
ite, and  drawn  for  in  small  sums  at  different  tiroes. 
They  were  then  paid  generally,  in  notes  of  the 
BanK  of  Missouri,  or  in  such  other  funds  as  the 
bank  had  at  the  time,  or  as  the  party  demanded, 
d.  Did  not  the  amount  of  discounts  by  the 
Bank  of  Missouri  always  very  greatly  exceed  the 
amount  of  its  notes  in  circulation  1 


A.  It  is  my  impression  that  it  always  greitlf 
exceeded  that  amount 

d.  Did  not  so  much  of  the  money  adrueed 
for  discounts  as  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  bank's 
own  paper,  consist  of  moneys  deposited  ia  it  bf 
the  Government  1 

A.  It  consisted  in  pf  rt  of  such  moneys,  bot  not 
wholly,  because  some  part  of  those  moneys  were 
in  notes  that  the  bank  could  not  use. 

Q,.  Did  the  bank  ever  refuse  to  receire  depoi- 
ites  made  by  General  Smith  as  cash  ? 

A.  So  much  of  tbe  deposite  as  was  in  euk  wis 
received  as  cash ;  so  much  of  it  as  consisted  of 
bills  was  receipted  for  as  such ;  but  the  wbok 
amount  was  credited  together,  without  distiaetioi. 

d.  Did  you,  in  receiving  deposites  from  tbe 
Land  Offices,  ever  keep  a  separate  account  of  pi- 
per  and  of  cash  ? 

A.  A  memorandum  of  the  sort  of  funds  received 
was  kept  by  the  cashier,  but  it  did  not  go  into  tbe 
books  of  the  bank.  But,  in  private  accounts  witb 
individuals,  a  separate  account  was  in  some  ii- 
stances  kept  for  cash  and  for  notes,  by  ii»ertiog  ii 
the  ledger,  opposite  to  the  sums  paid,  the  wordi 
<  cash,^  or  ^'  foreign  notes,"  as  the  case  might  be. 
When  deposites  were  made  on  account  of  tbe 
United  States,  a  certificate  was  issued  by  tbe 
Cashier,  stating  whether  the  deposite  had  bees 
made  in  cash,  or  in  such  notes  as  the  Land  Offi- 
ces were  directed  to  receive. 

d.  Was  not  the  principal  part  of  the  fands  de- 
posited by  Government  in  the  Bank  of  Missoui 
transferred  to  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  at  Louisville,  and  other  banks  in  Kes* 
tucky  ? 

A.  There  was  no  transfer  made  to  any  otbcr 
bank  in  Kentucky  but  the  bank  at  Lonisrilk. 
The  transfers  made  by  the  bank  will  anpear  in  tbe 
communication  of  the  Treasarer  No.  2,  dated 
March  1st,  1823. 

d  Were  not  the  funds  which  woo  ^ay  were 
worth  four  per  cent  premium,  and  paid  orer  bf 
the  bank  to  Government,  derived  from  the  Gor- 
ernment  deposites  ? 

A.  Some  part  of  them  might  bare  beea ;  tbe 
ffreater  part  was  by  the  purchase  of  bilbontbe 
government,  sent  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uaited 
States  at  Philadelphia,  and  to  the  Branch  fiaok 
of  the  United  States  at  Washington  City,foreol- 
lection  on  the  part  of  the  bank. 

Q^  Were  not  these  bills  paid  for  in  tbe  foods 
that  had  been  deposited  in  the  bank  by  the  Gor- 
ernment  1 

A.  Thev  were  paid  for  out  of  the  geneial  fsnd 
of  tbe  bank. 

^  Did  such  general  fund  embrace  the  public 
deposites  ? 

A.  There  was  no  distinct  account  kept  betweei 
the  public  fund  and  the  general  fundof  thebi&k. 

Q,.  Was  any  premium  paid  by  the  bank  on  tbose 
Government  bills  in  their  purchase  1  and  if  so,  on 
how  many,  and  to  what  aniount  1 

A.  A  premium  was  frequently  paid  by  tbe  banc 

upon  such  purchase.  I  cannot  say,  without  i  rc"' 
erence  to  the  books  of  the  bank,  to  what  tmoBOt. 
A  premium  of  two  per  cent,  has  in  someetfc* 
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beeo  paid,  but  it  varied  from  par  to  ooe  and  a 
hilf  and  two  per  cent  When  tne  bank  sold  their 
own  bills  on  tne  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  sold 
tbem  at  foor  per  cent,  premium. 

d.  Bf  what  means  did  the  Bank  of  Missoari 
acquire  fooda  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on 
wfaicb  it  could  draw  bilis? 

A.  Bjr  collections  made  in  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  and  on  account  of  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
»ari,  and  perhaps  in  some  instances  by  deposites 
made  there  by  indiTidaals  to  the  credit  of  the 
Bank  of  Missouri. 

Q.  What  description  of  debts  were  they  which 
were  coiieeted  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Bank  of  Missouri  ? 

A.  A  part  of  them  were  bills  drawn  by  indi- 
Tiduals,  aod  a  part  of  them  were  bills  drawn  by 
persons  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Secretary  of 
tfae  Treastiry  for  the  expenditure  of  miblic  moneys. 
Mocb  the  greater  part,  I  believe,  however,  were 
bills  drawn  by  individuals. 

Or  You  stated  that  the  Government  funds  in 
the  Bank  of  Missouri,  at  the  time  it  suspended 
ca^b  payments,  consisted  of  bills  which  could 
Bot  be  converted  into  cash,  or  suoh  suspension 
voQld  Dot  have  happened.  I  wish  you  now  to 
<ti(e  what  amount  oi  bills  deposited  on  account  of 
ibe  GoTemment  was  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri  at 
tbe  time  the  suspension  of  cash  payments  took 
place. 

A.  I  was  not  correctly  understood,  if  it  was 
fapposed  that  I  said  that  the  Gtovernmeirt  funds 
is  baok  at  the  time  of  the  suspension  eonsbted  of 
bills.  Although  a  credit  then  stood  on  the  books 
oftbeBank  of  the  United  States,  the  money  cor- 
RspoDding  ^ith  that  credit  was  not  actually  in 
<be  bank.  The  amount  due  the  Qovernroent,  as 
ippeared  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  was  very  near 
the  amount  allowed  as  a  permanent  deposite, 
vbjcb  was  payable  siic  months  after  the  bank 
ccaied  to  be  employed  as  an  office  of  public 
deposite. 

^  What  sum  did,  then,  remain  in  bank,  of 
bilk  which  had  been  entered  to  the  credit  of  the 
Uaited  States? 

A.  A  very  small  amount,  perhaps  about  five 
thousand  doUars. 

Q.  When  the  arrangement  was  made  with  the 
nnk  of  Missouri,  under  whieh  it  was  to  retain  a 
pomaDent  deposite,  what  was  the  amount  first 
tuderstood  it  should  so  retain? 

A.  One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

^  Was  there  not  an  arrangement  made  with 
^  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  letters  of  August 
uid  September,  1819,  b^  which  the  same  moneys 
vere  to  hare  beeo  received  by  the  Government, 
or  a  considerable  portion  of  them,  as  were  re- 
teired  under  thesubsequeot  arrangement  of  March, 
1^?  And  did  not  the  bank  fail  to  comply  with 
^  first  arrangement  alluded  to? 

A.  The  letter  of  the  bank  of  the  9th  of  August, 
1B19,  and  the  arrangement  made  by  me,  in  March, 
1B20,  will  answer  that  question.  W  hatever  paper, 
^der  the  first  arrangement,  was  not  transferred, 
^  bank,  of  coUrse,  was  accountable  for  in  cash. 

^  Was  not  a  part  of  the  same  paper  which 


was  to  have  been  transferred  under  the  first  ar* 
rangement,  afterwards  received  under  the  second, 
in  a  depreciated  state  ? 

A.  No.  I  believe  that  ail  the  paper  transferred 
to  the  (Government  was  of  the  same  value  at  the 
time  of  the  transfer,  as  it  was  at  the  time  it  was 
agreed  to  be  transferred  by  letter  of  the  9th  of 
August. 

d.  Was  not  a  considerable  part  of  the  paper 
transferred  under  the  arrangement  contained  in 
the  letter  of  the  20th  of  March,  1820,  greatly  be* 
low  par? 

A.  It  was. 

d.  What  amount  of  it,  as  nearly  as  you  can 
recollect,  was  below  par? 

A.  Something  more  than  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Ct.  Did  the  Bank  of  Missouri  ever  receive  an 
answer,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
the  following  clause  in  a  letter  signed  by  Augus- 
tus Chouteau,  President,  and  dated  9th  August, 
1819,  viz: 

<*  As  to  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  the  only  one  near 
us,  we  cannot  gi^e  it  our  confidence.  Their  paper  is 
received  with  distrust,  even  in  their  own  neighborhood, 
and  passed  from  hand  to  hand  as  soon  as  possible. 
Owing  to  the  intimate  connexion  which  it  bad  with 
the  Bank  of  St.  Loais,  which  cannot  pay  its  debts, 
and  has  entirely  discontinued  business,  the  capital 
stock  of  that  bank  has  been  taken  for  the  most  part, 
and  is  now  owned  by  five  or  six  individuals,  some  of 
them  living  out  of  the  State,  and  the  direction  secured 
to  such  persons  as  they  may  choose  to  appoint.  There 
are  other  objections  which  we  forbear  to  mention." 

A.  I  never  saw  any  answer  to  this  clause,  and 
believe  that  none  was  ever  received  by  the 
bank. 

^  Was  the  opinion  here  expressed  by  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  concerning  the  Bank  of  £d- 
wardsville,  continued  to  be  entertained  by  the 
former,  for  any  length  of  time  after  the  date  of 
that  letter,  and  how  long  ? 

A.  I  cannot  positively  say,  as  to  any  other  per- 
son but  myself;  but  my  impressions  were  changed 
after  I  understood,  from  common  report,  that  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsville  had  determined  to  forfeit 
the  stock  of  those  persons  who  should  not  pay  the 
requisitions  of  the  bank.  I  understood  that  Gen- 
eral Payne,  of  Kentucky,  and  others,  were  stock- 
holders to  a  large  amount,  and  i  believed  that 
they  would  fail  to  pay  for  the  stock  subscribed  if 
demanded  in  cash.  This,  I  think,  was  my  im- 
oression  at  the  time,  but  it  was  derived  merely 
from  report  then  prevailing. 

THOMAS  F.  RIDDICK. 


Jamss  L,  Anthony^  swom  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, 

1  am  a  clerk  in  the  oflice  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  I  first  heard  of  Mr.  Stephenson's 
alleged  letter  to  the  Department,  since  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's memorial  was  presented  to  Congress.  I 
have  at  all  times  free  access  to  the  room  in  which 
the  bank  letters  are  kept,  and  have  had  occasion- 
ally to  go  there  to  consult  those  letters  with  re- 
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spect  to  deposites  by  individuals,  in  payment  of 
d^bts  to  the  Goreroment.  I  was  not  consaited| 
previously  to  the  report  made  by  the  Treasury 
to  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  its  correspond- 
ence with  the  banks,  as  to  my  knowledge  of  the 
receipt  of  the  alleged  letter  from  Mr.  Stephenson. 
I  have  not  heard  that  that  letter  has  been  found  in 
the  Department,  since  Mr.  Edwards's  memorial 
was  presented,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  from  any 
person  in  the  Department,  or  in  any  way  eon* 
nected  with  it,  or  trom  any  other  person,  that  such 
a  letter  ever  was  there,  or  that  the  Secretary  had, 
at  any  time,  seen  it.  J.  L.  ANTHONY. 


Exhibit  of  the  amount,  4^.,  depoiited  in  the  Bank  of 
Miaaouri,  by  the  Reeeivere  of  the  Land  Offieee  at 
Kaskaskia,  Franklin^  St.  Louis f  and  EdwardsfoiUe, 
as  contained  in  twenti/  six  eertiJUates  of  deposite, 
enclosed  in  a  communication  from  the  J&eretary  of 
the  Treasury,  of  the  Sth  of  June,  1824^  to  the  Com' 
mitee  appointed  on  the  Address  of  N.  Edwards, 


Land  offices  and  dates 
of  the  eeitlflcatea  of 
depoilte. 


Kaskaskia. 
Bept.  4, 1818 
Oct.  3, 1818 
Nov.  23,  1818 
Dec.  1,  1818 
Feb.    6,  1819 

Franklin, 
Dec  7, 1818 
Jsn.  14,  1819 
Jan.  20,  1819 
Feb.  6,  1819 
Msr.  22,  1819 
Mar.  24,  1819 
Mar.  24,  1819 
April29,  1819 
May  26,  1819 
JnB6l9,  1819 
Jane  22,  1819 

'^  St*  Louis. 
Oct  6, 1818 
Nov.  3,  1818 
Dee.  2,  1618 
Dec.  17,  1818 
Feb.  6,  1819 
Feb.  26,  1819 
Mar.  80,  1819 
April  80, 1619 

Edwardsville, 
8ept26, 1818 
Oct.  29,1818 


Total 


VM 


$20,243 
9,887 
9,990 
6,139 
8,129 

50,446 
38,322 
2,776 
28,479 
14,258 
73,924 
37,235 
16,667 
42,884 
18,670 


23,316 
10,225 

7,802 
16,600 

9,825 
38,916 
23,464 
40,864 

7,080 
4,000 


653,490 


$4,236  21 

2,698  81 

6,010  45 

861  00 

3,61 1  00 

7,078  87 

5,245  62 

0  70 

J,776  19 

0  86 

27,078  00 

20,800  00 

^9  04 

28,734  30 

44,353  02 

2,060  16 

2,309  04 

1,776  00 

199  00 

328  43 

610  00 
1,416  00 
5,758  59 

1,136  00 


168,603  29 


Amt.  of  each 
depoeiie. 


$24,479  21 

12,586  81 

16,000  45 

7,000  00 

11,740  00 

57,524  87 
43,567  62 

2,776  70 
30,254  19 
14,268  86 
101,002  00 
58,086  00 
16,676  04 
71,668  80 
63,023  02 

2,080  16 

26,624  04 
12,000  00 

8,00100 
16,828  43 

9,826  00 
34,726  00 
24,879  00 
46,122  69 

8,216  00 
4,000  06 


721,993  29 


John  Forsyth,  of  the  House  of  Representatives^  stoom 
at  me  request  of  Mr,  Edwards. 

I  first  heard  of  the  alleged  letter  of  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson to  the  Treasury,  after  Mr.  Edwards's  me- 


morial was  presented  to  Congress.  A  dsr  oi 
two  after  Mr.  Crawford's  report  came  into  Cos- 
gress,  I  read  that  report,  but  had  no  coavemiio8 
with  any  person  respecting  Mr.  Stepbeason's  let- 
ter nntil  afterwards.  I  never  have  heard  ftom  tlie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  from  any  pertoo  eon- 
nected  with  the  Treasury  Department,  or  ftwa 
any  member  of  Congress,  that  saeh  a  Ichr  kts 
been  fonnd.  I  was  shown  by  a  member  of  ihe 
House  of  Representatives  a  letter  from  a  ^ll^ 
man  in  Bietimond,  in  which  the  writer  staled 
that  a  passenger  on  board  the  steamboat  fron 
Washington  down  the  river,  had  said  that  Mr. 
Cook,  a  member  of  Congress  from  lUiaois,  fatd 
Mr.  Crawford's  answer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson ready  to  produce,  on  which  I  calld  opoB 
the  fikcretarv  of  the  Treasury,  and  mentioned  u 
him  what  I  had  heard.  He  replied  '^  it  wss  po»- 
iMe,  bat  it  scarcely  could  be  so." 

J.  FORSYTE 


Jonathan  Jennings^  of  ihe  House  of  Rq^rtseiUetiui, 
sworn  at  the  request  of  Mr,  Edwards, 

duestion  by  Mr.  Cook,  in  the  report  mi4e  lif 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Congress,  14ik 
February,  1822,  he  states,  that  ^  for  the  pobbe 
'  money  on  depoaite  in  the  Bank  of  Vinee&Desat 
'  the  time  of  its  failure,  coUateial  security  hts  ben 
<  obtained."  I  wish  you  to  state  your  knowiod^ 
of  the  nature  of  that  security. 

Answer.  The  collateral  security  consbted  of  v 
si^nments  of  certain  bonds  given  to  the  Bank  of 
Vincenaes,  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  ladiaaa,  vA 
a.  note  of  a  Mr.  Piatt  and  his  endorsers,  as  also  i 
transfer  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stales, 
of  certain  real  property.  The  value  csf  the  coUate 
ral  securitVi  when  given,  I  should  hnve  estiBoatedf 
provided  there  had  been  no  substantial  objeecioss 
to  the  character  and  circumstances  under  whkk 
the  assignments  and  tnmsfers  were  made,  as  beisf 
worth  a  sum  not  to  esceed  $80,000 ;  the  giester 
part  of  which,  however,  since  the  aastgamenuafid 
transfer,  owing  to  various  causes,  has  become  ooa- 
vailable  to  the  United  States,  and,  in  my  opiaios, 
the  residue  will  not  yield  more  than  |^,000. 

^  Do  you  know  of  any  steps  talren  sioce  the 
arrangement  of  1881,  to  get  security  for  this  debt  1 

A.  I  know  of  none,  except  what  was  obtained 
through  General  Noble,  at  Brookville,  Indians, 
in  the  year  1822 ;  of  the  value  of  which  I  am  na* 
acquainted. 

Question  by  Mr.  Floyd.  Had  yon  any  ageacf 
in  procuring  the  Bank  of  Vinoennes  to  be  made  a 
depository  of  public  moneys  1 

Answer.  Among  others,  I  reeonunended  tfait 
measure.  The  bank  then  appeared  from  its  qosr- 
terly  returns,  submitted  to  me  as  Qovenor  of  tbe 
State,  to  be  entirely  solvent.  Those  retaras  eoa- 
tained  only  theg[eneral  accounts  of  the  baak;  nor 
was  the  institution  required  by  any  provtsioo  of 
its  charter,  to  submit  any  list  of  its  debtors  aod 
the  amount  owin^  by  each,  to  any  State  aaibority ; 
which  it  uniformly  refused  to  do  when  applied  to 
for  that  purpose.  . 

Question  by  Mr.  Floyd.    When  the  baak  thns 
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lefuBcd,  and  yoa  were  Governor,  did  yoo  eommii- 
aieate  that  rdiiaal  to  the  Seeretarjr  of  the  Treasury, 
or  did  700  at  any  time  express  to  him  any  doubts 
or  sQspieioos  touching  its  solveticy. 

A.  I  nererentertained  any  doubt  of  the  soireney 
or  jfitq^y  of  the  Bank  of  Vincennes^  mitil  late 
in  the  fetr  IS^,  and  the  records  of  the  State 
(jomoment  will  show,  that,  in  my  commuaiea- 
tioos  to  the  Legisiature,  I  did  not  recommend  an 
aamioation  into  the  situation  of  the  bank  until 
Deceoiber,  1820 ;  prior  to  which  time,  it  will  ap- 
Ktr,  howerer,  from  the  oomoniaicattons  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  bank,  tliat  the 
ktter  had  committed  a  breach  of  its  eogageraents 
vith  the  former,  in  failing  to  pay  drafts  drawn 
bf  the  Treasury  as  early  as  the  19th  of  October, 
IStbof  No?embcr,  28th  December,  1819,  and  10th 
of  March,  1830  $  of  which  failure  to  pHy  theoe 
dnfts,  I  have  no  recollection  of  havkig  had  any 
information,  until  the  session  of  Congress  before 
the  last  I  was  informed,  however,'  of  one  small 
dnft,  drawn  on  the  bank  by  the  Treasory,  having 
been  dishonored  daring  the  Winter  of  1830^1, 
sbortljr  before  I  personally  etamined  said  bank. 
Upon  thisenmination,  I  discovered  the  bank  had 
not  two  hundred  dollars  of  available  funds,  and 
tilt  a  diiA  dmwD  upon  it  for  moneys  in  favor  of 
tbe  PeosioD  Agent  for  the  Indiana  roll^  had  been 
diverted  from  its  legitimate  object,  tq  the  prejudice 
of  the  Governnoreot.  I  advised  the  Secretary  of 
Wir  of  the  circumstances. 

I  made  no  communication  to  the  Seereltry  of 
the  Treasury  when  the  bank  declined  giving  a  list 
«f  its  debtors,  and  the  amount  owing  by  each* 
Tbe  bank  was  net  bound  to  gire  such  list,  nor 
«is  it  required  by  me  only  in  compliance  with 
reiolatioiM  of  the  Legislature,  nor  was  it  incum- 
KDt  on  roe,  or  necessary,  to  detail  to  the  Treasury 
^rtment  such  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  bank, 
^  the  reasons  offered  by  the  bank  as  inducine  a 
t^i,  on  its  part,  to  give  pablicity  to  such  list, 
iB>Hnach  as  the  Secretary  or  the  Treasury  made 
^  reodition  of  siich  list,  by  the  bank,  quarter 
yetrly,  to  himself,  a  condition  upon  which  depoe- 
ito  were  to  be  made  in  the  Bank  of  Vincennes,  and 
^ieh  was  acceded  to  by  the  latter. 

JONATHAN  JENNINGS. 


W^w  Chev€$  9womj€U  the  request  o/Mr.  EdwofSi, 

I  became  President  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United 
^  on  6th  March,  1819,  and  continued  till  tha 
bqp&&iDg  of  Jaamry,  1838.  I  know  but  very 
httie  concerning  the  liability  of  local  banks  to  the 
^rerament  oi  the  United  States.  My  duties  in 
««.  United  States  Bank  consisting  wholly  of  su- 
l^mieodence,  I  could  not  concern  myself  with 
J^  dettik  of  iu  business.  I  considered  the  lia- 
^tf  of  local  banks  to  the  Qovernment  as  a  ttat- 
^  external  to  the  business  of  the  United  States 
^Qt  The  chief  of  what  I  do  know  on  that 
^bject  is  derived  from  a  letter  from  the  Cashier 
<^the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Lou- 
mle,  dated  2d  May,  1820,  a  copy  of  which  1 
^w  produce.    [Here  Mr.  Cheres  read  the  letter.] 

Nation.  When  the  Treasury  of  the  United 


States  gare  drafts  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  on  any  of  the  local  banks,  did  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States*  feel  itself  bound  to  receive  in 
payment  of  such  drafts  any  thing  else  than  its  own 
peper,  or  the  legal  currency  of  the  country  7 

Answer.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  did 
not  feel  itself  legally  bound  to  receive  any  thing 
bat  its  own  paper  and  the  legal  currency  of  the 
country.  But  it  was  in  the  habit,  with  a  view  of 
being  useful  to  the  Government  and  the  country, 
of  receiving  almost  any  thing  that  it  could  con- 
vert, safely  and  conveniently,  into  cash. 

Q^  The  rule  of  the  United  States  Bank  in  re- 
ceiving depositee  is,  that,  when  a  deposite  is  made 
generally,  the  bank  is  liable  for  the  amount  of 
such  deposite  in  cash,  is  it  not  ? 

A.  That  is  the  general  rule,  to  which  I  recollect 
but  one  erception,  which  was  under  a  particular 
arrangement  in  respect  to  certain  Western  banks, 
by  which  the  bank  received  deposites  from  Re^ 
ceivers  of  Public  Moneys  in  current  bills  of  these, 
banks,  and  credited  them  as  cash,  on  the  condition, 
that  if  not  duly  paid,  they  should  again  be  charged 
to  the  Qovernment. 

Q^  This  exception  grew  out  of  an  arrangement 
which  took  place  after  you  entered  into  the  snper- 
intendency  of  the  United  States  Bank,  did  it  not  ? 

A.  Yes. 

d.  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Do  you  know  what  is  the 
per  centage  of  the  loss  of  the  United  States  Bank 
on  their  debts  in  the  Western  States  ? 

A.  I  cannot  state  with  accuracy.  It  exceeded 
ten  per  cent  and  amounted,  perhaps,  to  fifteen. 

d.  As  President  of  the  bank,  you  had,  of  course, 
constant  intercourse  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  can  you  testify  as  to  the  zeal,  integrity, 
and  ability,  with  which  that  part  of  his  duty, 
which  relates  to  the  collection  of  tne  public  moneys, 
was  performed,  so  far  as  it  came  under  your  ob- 
servation 7 

A.  I  had  much  and  anxious  intercourse  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  personally,  and  by 
letter,  in  relation  to  the  currency  of  the  country, 
and  the  collection  of  the  public  debts,  as  well  in 
tbe  Atlantic  as  the  Western  States.  It  was  a 
crtsts  of  unexampled  difficulty.  The  great  object 
was  to  restore  and  preserve  a  sound  currency,  gen- 
erally, through  the  Union.  As  it  regarded  the 
Atlantic  portion  of  the  Union,  it  appeared,  to  my 
judgment,  to  involve  the  soundness  of  the  cur- 
rency ;  but,  as  it  regarded  tbe  Western  States,  it 
seemed  to  me  to  involve  the  existence  of  any  cur- 
rency at  all.  I  understood,  distinctly,  that  it  was 
the  object  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the 
Western  States,  to  prevent  its  sudden  and  total 
prostration.  In  my  opinion,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  displayed  much  ability,  great  zeal  and 
industry,  perfect  integrity,  and  commanded  as 
much  success  as  was  practicable,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times. 

^  by  Mr.X^ook.  In  expressing  this  opinion,  do 

Sou  do  it  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  connexion 
etween  the  Treasury  Department  and  the  West- 
ern banks  in  which  the  public  moneys  were  de- 
posited, and  of  the  manner  in  which  those  banks 
fulfilled  their  engagemenu  with  the  Treasury  1 
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A.  I  do  not  do  it  with  a  full  knowiedgie  of  these 
circumstances,  but  I  do  it  with  a  great  deal  of 
knowledge  of  the  subject.  If  this  question  be  in- 
tended to  refer  to  ray  answers  to  prerio  us  ques- 
tions concerning  the  arrangements  between  the 
Western  banks  and  the  Gorernment,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  state  that  I  understand  those  questions  and 
answers  to  refer  to  the  details  which  gorerned  the 
transactions  of  those  banks  with  the  Government, 
of  which  I  am  ignorant;  but  the  answer  which  I 
have  just  given  refers  to  the  general  conduct  and 
the  success  of  the  measures  of  the  Treasury,  and 
I  know  them  from  my  correspondence  and  inter- 
course with  the  Secretary,  and  from  the  operations 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  through  which 
large  sums  of  money  were  collected  for  the  use  of 
the  Government  in  the  Western  States. 

LANGDON  CHEVBS. 


Hon.  Ninian  Edwards  swom^  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee, 

Question  by  Mr.  Livingston.  You  stated  in  an 
examination  before  a  former  committee,  in  your 
answer  to  the  8th  interrogatory,  that  you  had  pre- 
vailed upon  Colonel  Stephenson  to  write  a  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to  the 
propriety  of  continuing  deposites  of  public  money 
in  the  fiank  of  Edwardsville,  and  that  you  saw 
him  write  the  letter,  and  enclose  a  puoUcation 
made  by  you  therein.  The  committee  wish  to 
know  whether  you  read  that  letter  immediately 
after  it  wa»  written,  and,  more  particularly  than 
is  stated  in  that  deposition,  what  passed  between 
yoiirself  and  Colonel  Stephenson  on  that  occa- 
sion? 

A.  The  circumstances  under  which  it  was  writ- 
ten were  these:  Colonel  Stephenson  was,  at  that 
time,  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneya,  aiKl  also  the 
President  of  the  Bank.  He  was  very  unwilling  that 
I  should  withdraw  from  the  bank,  and  supposed 
that  my  doing  so  would  be  likely  to  impair  its 
credit,  and  increase  the  responsibiliur  upon  him 
for  the  deposites  in  it.  I  was  myself  glad  of  the 
opportunity  of  circumstances  so  favorable  to  my 
advising  him  with  success  to  write  the  letter  to 
the .  Secretary,  and  he  was  very  easily  prevailed 
upon  to  do  so,  and  applied  to  me  to  write  such  a 
letter  for  him,  as  I  thought  he  ought  to  write  to  the 
Secretary ;  and  1  accordingly  wrote  the  draught 
of  such  letter — ^went  to  bis  office — ^remained  there 
until  he  had  copied  it,  and  afterwards  compared 
the  copy  made  by  him  with  the  draught.  At  the 
same  time  that  he  wrote  the  letter,  he  enclosed,  to 
be  sect  with  it,  as  I  believe  was  his  intention,  a 
printed  copy  of  my  publication  announcing  my 
intention  to  withdraw  from  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville. I  have  no  doubt  that  he  sent  the  letter,  be- 
cause, from  the  conversation  i  had  with  him,  it 
appeared  to  be  his  desire  to  send  it,  so  far  as  I 
could  discover;  and  bis  subsequent  conversation 
left  no  doubt  on  my  mind  that  he  did  send  it.  I 
have  no  recollection  of  having  seen  the  original 
draught  abovementioned  from  the  time  it  was 
copied  by  Colonel  Stephenson  until  the  time  of  my 
late  return  to  Edwardsville.  It  Was  then  shown  to 
me  by  Thomas  Lippincott,  who  was  employed  in 


doing  business  in  the  Land  Office,  and  wbotod 
it  in  my  presence  among  the  files  oi  that  office 
The  copy  now  presented  was  made  out,  I  tkiitk, 
by  himself,  and  is  either  sworn  or  affirmed  to  u 
a  true  one.  Mr.  Lippincott  is  a  geDtleman  of  fiir 
and  respectable  character,  and,  as  I  ondersttod 
and  believe,  was  secretary  or  clerk  to  one  bn&d 
of  the  last  Legislature  of  Illinois.  Although  I  cafi- 
not  swear  that  this  is  a  literal  copy  of  the  origiBil 
draught*  I  know  it  to  be  substantially  comet, 
nor  have  I  the  least  doubt  of  its  being  litenilfi& 
Upon  the  original  draught,  as  found  in  the  filsif 
the  office,  was  an  endorsement,  in  the  ha&dvnt- 
ing  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  the  words  of  vbiek 
were,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  the  following :  ^  Copf 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  Octo>ber,  1819/' « 
words  to  that  effect.  An  additional  reason  vkid 
induces  me  to  believe  that  the  letter  was  senU 
that  the  said  Mr.  Lippincott  also  showed  me  lie 
copy  of  another  letter  which  he  took  from  theftis 
of  the  office,  which 'was  in  the  handwritiDf  of 
Colonel  StephcQson,  the  late  Receiver,  and  pit- 
ported  to  be  a  letter  from  the  said  Receiver  to  Mr. 
Crawford,  dated,  I  think,  the  22d  October,  iSlSl 
which,  from  the  subject  of  it,  appears  to  refer  to 
the  before  described  letter. 

Q^  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Was  there  any  part  of  tkc 
original  draft  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  StephcBM 
of  October  12,  1819,  undeiscored  1 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  there  was.  I  pereein 
that  there  is  an  underscoring  in  a  part  of  the  coff 
now  presented,  which  may  have  been  done  is 
consequence  of  the  object  for  which  this  co}ff 
was  taken ;  which,  originally,  was  not  tbst  H 
might  be  sworn  to,  but  that  it  might  be  pubiishei 
It  was  sworn  to  subsequently  to  the  arrival  of  iIk 
summons  from  this  committee  to  myself. 

€1.  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Was  that  underscorinf 
made  by  you,  or  at  your  request  1 

A.  I  do  not  think  it  was  made  by  me,  tnd  I  do 
not  remember  that  it  was  made  at  my  request  I 
do  suppose  it  was  made  by  the  gentleman  wbo 
took  the  copy,  and  that  it  was  done  by  htm  ii 
consequence  of  his  knowledge  of  my  object  ii 
searching  for  the  letter. 

Q^  by  Mr.  Forsyrth.  You  say  that  you  pereeivv 
a  part  of  the  copy  is  underscored.  Is  this  tbe  it^ 
time  you  have  noticed  the  circumstance  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  noticing  it  heretofore,  bot 
think  it  is  highly  probable  that  I  did,  as  the  copf 
was  intended  for  publication,  and  this  is  a  poioj 
to  which  I  should  naturally  have  wished  to  m 
the  public  attention,  and  of  which  wish  the  g» 
tleman  who  made  the  copy  was  well  apprized. 

a  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Your  belief  is  that  tins 
underscoring  was  done  before  the  affidavit  wv 
attached  to  the  copy  1 

A.  Such  is  my  belief.    I  have  no  doubt  of  it 

QL  This  copy  hM  been  already  published.  Hsre 
you  seen  the  publication  of  it  in  one  of  the  pa«i^ 
newspapers  of  this  city  1 

A.  I  nave.  .     , 

Q^  Was  the  copy  for  that  publicatioo  foroJ»etf 
by  you  ?  . 

A.  I  submit  to  the  comifuttee  whether  tlrat  is  a 
proper  question. 
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[Mr.  Forsyth  here  stated  that  he  had  a  mirtieii- 

lir  retsoD  for  makiag  the  inquiry.  The  letter  as 
poUisbed  contains  a  part  in  italics  which  corres- 
ponds lo  the  part  underscored  m  the  copy  now 
presented ;  and  be  wished  to  ask  whether  the  types 

of  the  publication  were  set  from  this  copy  ?] 

A.  1  have  do  objection  to  answer,  provided  the 
eofflmittee  think  it  a  proper  qaestion.  This  copy 
is  that  from  which  I  suppose  the  publication  was 
aide,  ts  it  was  furnished  by  myseif  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

d.  How  long  was  it  out  of  your  hands  ? 

A.  Not  more  than  a  day  or  two,  as  well  as  I 
cto  recollect. 

Q.  Was  it  sent  to  the  editors  of  the  paper  in 
wbicb  it  was  published,  or  was  it  delivered  per- 
sonally? 

A.  1  do  not  recollect  which.  My  impression  is, 
tint  I  delivered  it  to  soma  person  to  take  It  to  the 
pn&ter8-.probably  Mr.  Cook.  Whoever  took  it, 
1  eoosider  the  act  as  equivatent  to  a  personal  de- 
lireryofit  by  myself. 

Q.  Did  you  search,  or  cause  search  to  be  made, 
in  the  office  of  the  Receiver  at  EdwardsTiUe,  for 
tbe  answer  of  the  Treasury  Dqiartment  to  the  let- 
ter of  which  you  now  present  a  copy  ? 

A.  I  went  to  the  office  for  the  special  purpose 
of  cndcavorinff  to  ascertain  if  there  was  not  a  letr 
ter  in  it  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  late  Receiver, 
directing  him  to  eoatinue  the  deposttes  in  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsrille. 

Q.  Did  you  find  the  answer  to  the  letter  of 
which  you  now  present  a  copy  ? 

A.  I  found  a  letter  from  Mr.  Crawford,  of  the 
6tbof  August,  1819, 1  think;  another  of  the  1st 
of  iNo?ember,  of  the  same  year ;  and  one  of  April 
(probably  the  20th)  1820.  The  second  of  these, 
tb:  thai  of  the  1st  of  NoTcmber,  it  b  my  opinion, 
vas  written  in  consequence  of  the  letter  of  the 
Rttei¥er  of  October  12lh,  1819. 

(t  You  Slate,  in  your  examination  before  the 
ommittee  of  the  last  Congress,  that  Colonel 
Siepheoion  informed  you,  after  he  had  written 
<btt  letter,  that  he  received  a  letter  from  the 
Seereury  of  the  Treasury  directing  him  to  con- 
^tie  the  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Bdwards- 
Tille.  Id  your  letter  to  the  Secreury,  of  the 
^b  Febmtry,  1822,  you  say  that  he  (meaning  Mr. 
otepbeoson)  informed  you  tint  that  letter  had 
Ken  anawered.  I  wish  to  know  exactly  what  the 
wlaration  made  to  you  by  Mr.  Stephenson  was ; 
vbetber  he  said  he  had  received  an  answer  to  the 
J^^,  or  whether  he  said  he  had  received  a  letter 
directiog  him  to  continue  the  deposites  in  the  Ed- 
'•rdwille  Bank. 

A.  The  letter  of  the  12th  October  was  written 
pKvioasiy  to  my  coming  on  to  Congress..  On 
B]ri;eturn  from  Congress,  after  the  session  suc- 
^tog  the  date  of  this  letter,  I  asked  the  Receiver 
^bat  answer  Mr.  Crawford  had  given  to  that  let- 
^'  He  told  me  either  that  he  had  received  a  let- 
^from  Mr.  Crawford  directing  him  to  continue 
« deposttes,  or  that  Mr.  Crawford  had  written 
^bim  directing  him  to  do  so ;  from  which  I  nn- 
^^ood  him  that  he  had  received  an  answer  from 
V^  Crawford.    I  am  positive  he  told  me  that  be 


had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Crawford,  direct- 
ing him  to  continue  the  deposites ;  but,  whether 
he  alluded  to  the  letter  of  the  Ist  November,  1819, 
or  to  that  of  the  20th  April,  1820,  or  to  any  other 
letter  in  particular,  I  do  not  know ;  for  1  do  not 
recollect  to  have  seen  either  of  these  letters  from 
Mr.  Crawford  until  my  late  return  to  Edwards- 
▼ille. 

Q^  Did  not  you  consider  that  letter  which  yoil 
draughted  for  Mr.  Stephenson,  as  a  letter  from  the 
Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  ? 

A.  It  was  certainly  a  letter  from  the  Receiver 
of  Public  Moneys,  but  he  was,  at  the  same  time, 
President  bf  the  Bank  of  Edwardsvilie.  I  per- 
ceive, from  the  copy,  it  is  dated  at  the  ^  Receiver's 
Office.''  I  know  that  the  Receiver's  letter  was 
written  there  from  the  draught  alluded  to. 

A.  You  state  that  you  returned  from  Congress 
in  the  Spring  of  1819,  and  found  the  Bank  of  Ed- 
wardsvilie under  ^reat  pressure.  I  wish  to  know 
whether  you  apprized  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury that  sneh  was  the  fact,  or  advised  the  Re- 
ceiver of  Public  Moneys  to  withhold  deposites  in 
that  bank  on  aoeoont  of  it  7 

A.  1  do.not  recollect  that  I  did  write  directly  to 
the  Secretary  myself;  but  I  am  under  an  impres- 
sion that  the  President  of  the  Bank  did  write  him 
a  letter,  the  object  of  whicb  was  to  induce  him  to 
forbear  drawing  upon  the  bank  while  it  was  under 
difficulty.  I  made  a  eommonication  to  Colonel 
Johnson,  during  that  Summer,  whose  brother-in- 
law  held  more  stock  in  the  bank  than  any  other 
person,  of  the  difficulties  with  which  the  bank 
was  then  struggling,  and  with  a  view  that  ha 
should,  and  the  expectation  that  he  would,  com- 
municate the  same  to  Mr.  Crawford.  I  am  in- 
duced to  believe  that  he  did  so,  from  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Crawford  to  Colonel  Johnson,  of  the  15th 
July,  1819,  which  I  now  submit  to  the  committeci 
ana  which  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a  commu- 
nication from  me  to  Colonel  Johnson,  upon  the 
subject  alluded  to.  Nothing  of  this,  however, 
was  done  with  a  view  to  show  Mr.  Crawford  the 
danger  to  Government  of  continuing  the  depositee 
in  that  bank,  but  rather  to  induce  him  not  to  draw 
upon  it  at  that  jparticular  time. 

The  difficulties  of  the  bank  I  considered,  at  that 
time,  but  temporary ;  I  thoujght  it  could  be  con^ 
ducted  through  theai,  and  did  not  feel  myself  at 
liberty  to  withdraw  from  it  until  this  had  been 
done,  which  finally  was  efiected,  as  I  conceived, 
in  a  great  measure,  by  my  own  tliligent  manage- 
ment of,  and  my  assistance  to  the  bank. 

I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did  particularly  advise 
the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  to  withhold  de- 
posites in  the  Edwardsvilie  Bank  at  that  time,  nor 
until  after  1  had  made  my  publication  in  the  St. 
Louis  Enquirer. 

d.  After  your  publication,  and  when  you  con- 
ddered  the  bank  as  out  of  danger,  you  then  ad- 
vised the  Receiver  to  withhold  deposites? 

A.  Yes.  My  object  in  that  publication  was  to 
free  myself  from  all  responsibility  for  the  bank — 
to  state  what  I  believed  to  be  the  real  truth  cpn- 
cerning  it,  and  to  leave  the  public  and  the  Secra- 
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MkVf  to  judge  for  themaelveB,  how  far  they  could 
coofide  in  it  without  aoy  respontihilitf  oa  my 
part. 

Qm  You  state  chat  you  eoclosed  a  copy  of  this 
publication  to  Mr.  Crawford ;  was  it  accompanied 
with  any  thing  written  to  him,  or  simply  covered 
with  ao  envelope,  and  directed  to  him  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  simply  enclosed  and  directed 
to  him,  and  that  nothing  was  written  but  the 
direction. 

d.  Did  you  not  write,  at  Mrs.  Stephenson's 
request,  a  letter  purporting  to  be  from  her  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  dated  16th  Sep- 
tember, 18197 

A.  I  submit  to  the  committee  whether  this  is  a 
proper  question.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  answer 
H  if  they  so  decide;  and  I  am  also  willing  to 
waive  the  objection. 

[The  committee  having  decided  that  the  qaes- 
tion  was  a  proper  one—] 

A.  1  did  write  a  letter  for  Mrs.  Strphensoa, 
which  I  believe  she  copied,  signed,  and,  I  have 
no  doubt,. sent,  in  reply  to  a  ieuer  from  Mr.  Craw- 
ford to  Colonel  Stephenson,  which  was  received 
during  his  absence  on  a  journey  to  Kentucky; 
and  the  original  draught,  which  was  written  by  my- 
self, I  have  lately  seen  oa  the  files  of  the  Receivers 
Office,  at  Sdwardsville. 

Q^  Do  yoo  recollect  whether  Mr.  Stephenson 
was  in  Sdwardsville  at  the  time  your  pabiioatioa 
in  the  "Enquirer"  aj^peaied? 

A.  I  do  not. 

d.  After  your  publication,  and  before  the  writ- 
ing of  this  letter  of  Mr.  Stephenson's,  which  you 
nlle0e  to  have  been  written,  vou  knew  that  com- 
plaints had  been  piade,  on  the  part  oi  the  Trea- 
aory,  of  his  withholding  depositee  of  public  moneys 
in  his  hands? 

A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  having  seen  or  heard 
any  thing  on  that  subject,  saving  the  letter  which 
arrived  at  Edwardsville  directed  to  Colonel  Ste- 
phenson, during  bis  absence. 

d.  Do  you,  or  not,  know  that,  before  or  about 
the  time  of  this  transaction,  in  the  Spring,  Sum- 
mer, or  Fall  of  1819,  Colonel  Stephenson  had 
loaned  large  sums  of  money  to  difierent  indi- 
viduals? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  of  knowing  or  hearing  of 
any  such  loans  by  him.  A  list,  I  understood,  was 
/ound  after  his  death,  of  moneys  loaned ;  but  this 
was  subsequent  to  the  time  mentioaed  in  the  ques- 
tion ;  nor  do  I  remember  hearing  the  name  of  more 
than  one  individual  to  whom  it  was  then  ascer- 
tained he  had  loaned  money. 

Q.  You  insinuate,  in  your  memorial  to  Con- 
ffress,  that  there  was  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford to  the  Receiver  at  Edwardsville,  which  was, 
in  reality,  ao  answer  to  the  letter  alleged  by 
you  to  have  been  written  by  Mr.  Stephenson,  but 
which  was  so  contrived  as  to  appear  not  to  be 
such  an  answer;  can  you  assign  any  conceivable 
motive  which  could  lead  to  such  a  course  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Crawford  at  that  time? 

A.  Mr.  Crawford,  as  I  believe,  had  received 
much  information  against  the  Bank  at  Edwards- 
ville, some  of  which  appears  in  the  documents, 


and  particularly  the  letter  of  the  Presidnt  of  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  datedL  I  think,  9tii  Ad^ 
1819.  This  waf  naturalur  caieulafted  to  aeito 
his  fears  for  the  safety  of  the  deposites ;  mjr  vitk- 
drawal  from  the  bank  vras  calculated  to  coDim 
those  fears;  and  I  think  it  highly  probtUeihii 
he  might  not  have  beoi  wiUiuff  to  disclose  aoy 
circumstance  which  was  cakiHated  to  imrbk 
his  responsibility  for  continuing  thooe  depate 
in  that  bank;  and  I  believe  those  d^iositttVfR 
continued  there  more  through  the  mflaeoeeef 
Greneral  Payneand  hisconnexions,  than  firoaitk 
of  any  other  petaons. 

d.  I  understand  you,  then,  to  say  thitMr. 
Crawford  at  that  time  anticipated  thefailoreti' 
that  bank,  and  souahc  to  provide  a  screen  iroa 
the  responsibility  of  having  continued  the  piUk 
depositee  there. 

A.  My  ooinion  is,  that  he  did  receive  bit  fi^ 
Ucation  and  the  Receiver's  letter,  and  that  be  he 
withheld  then,  aad  1  have  almdy  assigaed  itif 
motive  which  I  supposed  might  have  fforerud 
him  in  doing  so ;  but,  whether  that  resuhed  fm 
an  actual  anticipation  of  the  failure  of  the  bmL 
or  from  an  appichenaion  only,  that  it  might  £uL 
I  do  not  undertake  to  decide. 

ft.  You  state  that  you  determined  to  smuia 
that  bank,  and  yon  lay  great  stress  on  thedrcoo- 
stance  of  your  withdrawal  from  it ;  wiU  you  stiie 
haw  you  were  enabled  to  sustain  it? 

A.  I  endeavored  to  sustain  it  by  my  iofloeset 
by  my  own  funds,  and  by  my  penoaal  aaentsB 
to  it. 

d.  Did  yon  make  any  deposite  about  tbi: 
time  with  a  view  to  sustain  it?  and  if  so,to  vhi: 
amount  ? 

A.  I  aided  it  by  advancing  my  own  monef « 
bills;  but  cannot  aajr  to  what  anaount  Iheidmf- 
self  ready^  to  give  it  further  assistance,  'd'ix\ii 
required  it. 

ft.  When  you  stated  that  yon  did  not  see  tk< 
draught  of  the  Receiver's  letter  until  "  yoar  iste  it 
turn  to  Edwardsville,"  did  yoa  mean  four  retvi 
in  April  or  May  last? 

A.  I  did. 

ft.  Did  you  see  thai  draught  after  it  was  copied 
of  the  Receiver  and  examined,  and  nret ioudf  le 
its  being  taken  from  the  files  by  Mr.  LippiQCStt  ? 

A.  Not  that  1  reeoUect. 

ft.  Was  a  letter-book  kept  in  the  office  of  tk 
Receiver  at  Edwardsville  ? 

A.  I  believe  there  is. 

ft.  Is  this  letter  from  the  Reoetvcr  copied  a 
that  book? 

A.  I  think  that  in  the  letter-hook  I  nw,  tkst 
letter  docs  net  appear.  There  are  also  other  let- 
ters, and  one  or  more,  I  think,  from  Mr.  Cnv- 
ford,  which  are  on  the  files  in  the  office,  wiii» 
are  not  recorded  in  the  book  I  examined,  or  if  ^ 
were  I  did  not  see  them. 

ft.  Are  there  any  of  the  letters  from  the  Re- 
ceiver to  the  Department  of  the  Tfeesory, «  ^ 
same  year  with  the  alleged  leUer,  which  are  ooi 
recorded  in  that  hook  ?  I  include  Mrs.  Sterea- 
son's  letter  in  this  questien. 

A.  My  examination  of  the  letter-book  was  so 
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slight  that  I  canoot  pretend  to  sajr  wkeiher  it  «r«s 

10  or  not    I  do  not  reeoilect  WAeiher  Mrs.  8te- 

reoson's  letter  appears  upon  tbe  letter^book  or  not. 

It  is  my  impression  that  Mr.  Crawford's  letter  of 

ibe  1st  of  Norcmber,  1819,  is  not  reeorded  in  the 

\t(ifk  that  I  saw,  though  I  cannot  speak  with  cer- 

Uioiy  sboat  it. 
^  Were  you  not  engaged,  prior  to  yonr  jour- 

D(j  to  Edwardsrille,  in  preparing  a  publication 

with  respeet  to  these   documents  against  Mr. 

Crawford  ? 

A.  To  that  question  I  positively  object  My 
commuoication  to  the  House  is  here;  it  speaks 
ibf  'viadi\  it  cannot  be  material  when  or  where  it 
was  wriiten. 

(The  committee  decided  he  was  not  bound  to 
answer.] 

^  Von  have  stated  in  your  communication  to 
(he  Hooae  of  Representatives  that  you  are  the  au* 
(hor  of  the  A.  B.  publications  which  accompanied 
your  address;  are  you  not  also  the  author  of  the 
other  A.  B.  publications  which  appeared  eithw  be- 
fore or  since  in  the  WaMnigUm  K^Miean  against 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ? 

A.  To  that  question  I  object  to  answer.  I  am 
uswerable  oolv  for  those  A.  B.  publieatioDs  which 
I  bsre  acknowledged. 

[The  committee  decided  that  he  was  not  bound 
to  aoswer.] 

Q.  Have  you  not,  at  another  time^  denied  your 
being  the  author  of  the  said  A.  B.  publications 
which jrou  now  avow  1 

A.  To  this  question  1  also  object  to  answer. 

[The  committee  decided  that  he  was  not  botmd 
to  answer.] 

dr  The  packet  I  now  present  to  fou  contains 
<he  original  address  presented  by  you  to  the  House 
of  Reproentativei ;  will  you  please  to  separate 
^  parte  of  that  address  which  were  sent  to  this 
eity  hj  mail,  from  those  parts  which  were  sup- 
plied after  its  arrival  here  1 

A.  The  communication  is  before  the  House  as 
s  whole,  and  as  a  whole  was  referred  to  this  com- 
mittee. I  do  not  feel  myself  under  any  obligation 
to  state  how  its  several  parts  got  heK. 

(The  oommitiee  decided  that  he  was  noc  botmd 
to  answer.] 

^  I  wish  to  know  whether  you  are  not  the  ao* 
thor  of  the  printed  letter  now  shown  to  you,  and 
vhieh  is  contained  in  the  WaMngtm  QateU§  of 
ihe  24tb  December,  1831,  aad  dated  the  l^h  of 
that  month,  and  purportiag  to  be  written  by  a  gen- 
wmao  in  Ohio  ? 

A.  I  do  not  consider  myeelf  bound  to  answer  the 
^nestioD,  unless  the  committee  shall  so  direct  me. 

[The  committee  decided  that  he  was  not  bound 
toaaswer.] 

^  Are  you  the  author  of  all  those  A.  B.  pnbli- 
tiiioDs  whieh  accompany  your  memorial  to  Con- 
pess. 

A.  I  am. 

^  Were  not  the  materials  of  your  memorial 
to  Congress  collected  and  prepared  by  yoa  before 
jOQ  bad  seen  that  letter  of  Mr.  Crawford  to  Con- 
fess which  you  allege  to  be  the  ground  of  that 
nemoriall 


A.  I  had  no  intention  last  session  of  attacking 
Mr.  Crawford,  unless  it  should  be  necessary  to  mv 
own  defence,  or  unless  I  myself  had  been  attacked. 
I  had  no  knowledge  of  Mr.  Crawford's  report  un- 
til the  morning  alter  it  was  made.  A  copy  of  it 
was  then  bnonght  to  my  room  by  Mr.  Cook^  in 
consequence  of  which  I  changed  my  determma- 
tion  to  have  left  here  on  that  day,  and  endeavored 
then  to  collect  such  documents  as  I  thought  might 
be  useful  to  me  in  case  I  should  reply  to  it.  Not 
one  wprd  of  my  address  to  the  House  was  written 
in  the  City  of  Washington,  nor  have  I  any  recol- 
lection of  having  conversed  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Crawford's  report  with  but  three  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  viz :  Mr.  Cook,  Colonel 
Moore,  and  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio.  I  left  the  city 
the  next  day,  the  34th,  without  any  settled  plan 
of  answering  it,  and,  with  the  aid  of  no  other 
materials  tlian  those  I  collected  here  in  the  city, 
and  my  own  memory.  In  making  the  references 
which -are  contained  in  my  address  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  I  had  recourse,  in  "general,  to 
the  A.  B.  publieatioBs  which  I  had  collected  here, 
and  whicn  contained  a  reference  to  those  docu- 
ments. I  occasionally  made  some  notes  on  my 
journey  to  Wheeling,  where  my  address  was  writ- 
ten, and  from  whieh  place  it  was  sent  to  this  city; 
and  I  expect  the  documents  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Forsyth,  as  having  been  furnished  here,  were  ob- 
tained by  Mr.  Cook,  to  whom  I  wrote  for  that 
purpose.  I  regretted  the  necessity  that  I  felt  my- 
self under  to  write  at  all,  and  would  not  have 
done  so,  if  I  could  have  hoped,  by  any  more  pa- 
cific means  that  would  not  nave  been  dej^rading, 
to  have  obtained  a  withdrawal  of  an  insmuation 
which  1  conceived  was  calculated  to  injure  me. 
Every  single  thing  used  in  my  address  to  the 
House  was  collected  from  a  mass  of  my  own  pri- 
vate papers,  and  by  two  of  my  friends  as  they 
could  get  them  elsewhere,  after  the  report  of  Mr. 
Crawford  was  presented.  These  things,  thus  col- 
lected, with  the  aid  of  my  own  memory,  consti- 
tuted the  materiaJa  from  which  my  address  to  the 
House  was  written. 

^  Did  you  not,  immediately  aAer  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's report  was  made  to  Congress,  and  before 
you  left  this  city,  state  to  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio, 
that  you  then  had  twenty  or  thirty  pages  prepared 
against  Mr.  Crawford  ?  State  what  conversation 
took  place  between  you  and  Mr.  Campbelli  on 
that  subject. 

A.  I  think  it  was  on  the  morning  I  left  this 
city»  that  I  met  with  Mr.  Campbell,  who  intro- 
duced a  conversation  concerning  this  report  of 
Mr.  Crawford's,  by  asking  me  whether  I  had  seen 
the  report,  and  appeared,  from  tde  remarks  which 
he  made,'  to  consider  thait  report  as  containing  an 
attack  upon  me.  He  spoke  of  its  being  presented 
at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session.  In  the  course  of 
the  conversation^  I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  con- 
sidered it,  on  this  last  account,  as  being  very  un- 
generous, or  words  to  that  effect.  I  stated  to  him 
that  I  had,  during  last  Summer,  received  infor- 
mation that  I  was  to  be  attacked  at  the  then  ensu- 
ing session  of  Congress ;  and  I  think  it  is  probable 
I  stated  to  him  the  particulars  of  that  mforma- 
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tioD.  Thinking  it  no  probable  that  I  may  have 
stated  it,  I  will  now  repeat  what  the  information 
was.  In  travelliofr  through  Kentucky  last  Sum- 
mer, in  RusselsviUe,  I  received  a  confidential 
communication  from  Virginia,  stating  that  I  was 
to  be  attacked,  as  is  before  alleged ;  that  Gover- 
nor Coles,  of  Illinois,  was  expected  to  co-operate 
in  the  attack,  and  advising  me  to  come  on  a  week 
or  two  before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  Co  be  pre> 
pared  for  it.  In  consequence  of  this  information, 
and  not  expecting  to  remrn  home  for  sonx^  con- 
siderable time.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Cook  to  call  upon 
Governor  Coles  upon  the  subject.  And  I  have 
since  seen  a  correspondence  between  Mr.  Cook 
and  Mr.  Coles,  on  the  subject,  which  I  men- 
tion, because  it  afifords  to  any  who  may  be  in- 
clined to  make  a  further  inquiry,  the  means  of 
ascertaining  the  truth  of  the  fact.  Under  an  ex- 
pectation thus  produced,  I  had  been  engaged  in 
writing,  and  in  preparing  for  the  warfare  which  I 
expected  was  to  come  on,  and  I  believe  I  stated 
that  fact  to  Mr.  Campbell.  I  know  that  I  alluded 
to  it,  in  speakioff  to  him,  but  there  is  nothing 
copied  into  my  address  that  I  had  previously  writ- 
ten with  that  view.  In  consequence  of  tne  im- 
pression which  Mr.  Campbell's  conversation  left 
upon  my  mind,  that  he  thought  I  ought  to  answer 
Mr.  Crawford's  statement,  I  wrote  back  to  him, 
while  on  my  journey,  that  I  should  do  so  the  first 
leisure  time  I  got,  and  intimated  that  I  did  not 
expect  to  occupy  more  than  three  hours  in  doing 
it.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  received  the  letter, 
but  I  expect  that  he  did. 

^  Did  you  not  stale,  in  that  conversation,  to 
Mr.  Campbell,  that  you  had  written  twenty  or 
thirty  pages  against  Mr.  Crawford,  which  you 
could  not  complete  until  you  got  to  Wheeling, 
for  want  of  documents  which  you  expected  to  find 
there  ^ 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  made  such  a  state- 
ment to  Mr.  Campbell ;  but  I  think  I  made  some 
Allusion  to  what  I  had  written,  and  stated  some 
things,  in  general  terms,  admitting  my  prepara- 
tion to  meet,  and  determination  to  repel,  an  attack 
that  I  had  expected  would  have  been  made  upon 
me;  but  I  cannot  suppose  that  I  could  have  stated 
to  him  any  thing  like  preparation  for  the  particu- 
lar case  or  Mr.  Crawford's  report,  which  was  en- 
tirely unexpected  to  me. 

Oiuestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  In  one  of  the  A.  B. 
publications,  which  accompany  your  memorial  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  you  refer  to  a  short 
article  calling  the  public  attention  to  suppressions 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  produced 
an  investigation  in  that  House.  Do  you  allude, 
in  this  part  of  your  publication,  to  the  article 
which  was  the  foundation  of  what  you  call,  in 
your  address,  the  A.  B.  plot  1 

[The  Committee  decided  that  this  question  was 
inadmissible.] 

Qtuestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  When  did  you  reach 
Wheeling,  aner  leaving  this  city,  on  the  24th  of 
March  last? 

Answer.  My  impression  is,  that  I  arrived  there 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  April,  which  was  the  4th 
day  of  that  month. 


Q^  When  did  you  leave  WheeUng? 

A.  I  have  no  distinct  recollection  of  the  precise 
day,  but  think  it  was  on  or  about  Ihe  1^  of 
April. 

^  Did  you  apply  to  the  President  of  the  UjM 
States,  or  the  Secretary  of  State,  before  yoa  leA 
Washington,  for  permission  to  remain  here  for  a 
short  time,  for  the  purpose  of  defeadiog  yoonelf 
from  the  accusation  which  yoo  understood  Mr. 
Crawford  to  have  brought  against  yoa  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  I  have  never  seen  the  President 
since  I  saw  the  report  of  Mr.  Crawford  to  Goi- 


Q.  Was  there  any  thing  in  yoar  instraetioii 
which  prevented  you  from  remaining  in  Wish* 
ington  which  did  nqt  equally  apply  to  yoar  r^ 
maininff  at  Wheeling,  on  this  business  ? 

A.  I  had  no  written  instructions  at  that  time 
But  the  President  had  expressed  great  anii^ 
that  I  should  get  ofi*  as  soon  as  possible ;  sod  the 
arrangement  was,  that  I  should  leave  this  city, so 
as  to  attend  to  my  own  bnsiness,  and  be  retdy  to 
meet  the  vessel  at  New  Orleans  on  iJie  1st  of  Jooe, 
at  farthest,  which  was  to  carry  me  out.  In  coo- 
formity  to  which,  I  left  this  city  on  the  2/^ 
went  to  Baltimore  to  settle  some  private  bosiDeB, 
and  also  to  lay  in  some  articles  which  I  iate&dcA 
to  take  to  Mexico.  I  afterwards  went  to  Wheel- 
ing, where  I  also  had  private  business  to  stteod 
to,  connected  with  a  part  of  my  business  in  Bal- 
timore. 

Q^  You  knew,  then,  that  you  were  not  expect- 
ed to  leave  the  United  States  till  the  1st  Jonel 

A.  The  arrangement  was,  that  I  should  retd 
New  Orleans  by  the  1st  of  June  at  fiu-thest ;  aod 
this  left  me  but  little  time,  considering  the  eclesi 
of  my  business,  to  arrange  my  private  a&irs,  pre- 
paratory to  going  to  Mexico.  I  did  not  beliere, 
at  the  time,  nor  do  I  yet  believe,  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  have  consented  to  my  suying  for  the 
purpose  suggested  by  Mr.  Forsyth. 

(L  Was  not  the  vessel  in  which  yon  were  to 
embark,  in  a  coarse  of  preparation  for  her  voyage, 
when  yoo  left  this  city  ? 

A.  If  the  vessel  had  arrived  here,  I  did  sot 
know  it.  It  was  expected  that  she  could  reieh 
New  Orleans  about  the  15th  of  May;  but  there 
was  no  certainty;  and,  I  think,  she  had  not  ar- 
rived. 

QL  You  say  ''it  was  expected."  What  do  yoa 
mean  by  that  expression  t 

A.  I  waited  upon  the  President  in  coaseqaence 
of  a  wish  he  had  expressed  for  my  early  depart* 
nra ;  and,  in  conversation  with  him,  he  requestad 
me  to  go  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  n- 
quire  about  a  Tenel  to  carry  me  out  on  the  siis- 
sion,  I  called  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  vfao 
called  in  Commodore  Rodgers  to  consult  opoa  the 
subject — and,  from  them,  I  understood,  that  the 
vessel,  in  which  it  was  concluded  I  should  go,  li^d 
not  arrived,  but  was,  shortly  thereafter,  expected. 
Commodore  Rodgers  spoke  of  some  repairs  vhien 
would  have  to  m  made  upon  the  vessel;  made 
some  calculation  as  to  the  time  these  repunind 
the  voyage  to  New  Orleans  would  take;  and,  m 
this  way,  "  it  was  estimated  that  the  vessel  coaH» 
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)robabl7  reach  New  Orleans  about  the  middle  of 
[ay,  or  between  that  time  and  the  1st  of  June." 
H'  Yoa  stopped  at  Wheeling,  then,  instead  of  at 
WasbJDgton,  for  your  own  personal  convenience  7 
A.  I  left  here  because  it  was  necessary  to  attend 
to  my  business  at  Baltimore,  and  a  part  of  my 
business  at  Wheeling,  which  was  in  the  route  to 
my  own  home,  that  I  intended  to  visit  previous  to 
my  departure. 

Q.  i  see,  by  referring  to  your  address,  that,  in 
addition  to  the  numbers  of  the  Washington  Re- 
Dublican,  there  are  ten  numbered  documents,  from 
No.  1  to  No.  10.  Were  not  all  these  documents 
in  your  possession  at  the  time  Mr.  Crawford's  re- 
port was  made  to  Congress  ? 

A.  They  were  not.  I  had  no  expectation  of 
sach  an  attack  as  was  contained  in  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's report — and  had  made  no  preparation  in 
aDticipation  of  such  an  attack  as  constitutes  the 
sabiect  of  that  report  in  relation  to  myself. 

ft.  Which  of  these  documents  were  then  in  your 
possession  ? 

A.  I  bad  No.  eleven  (H)— I  had  also  No.  7_I 
bad  tbe  paper  from  wtiich  No.  3  is  taken—- all 
among  my  papers,  but  not  collected  for  any  pur- 
pose of  attack.  I  may  have  had  some  of  them  in 
tbe  published  documents ;  but,  I  think  I  had,  at 
that  time,  none  of  those  documents  in  my  posses- 
sion. I  was  preparing  to  leave  the  city,  and,  if  I 
bad  had  any  printed  documents  but  my  own,  I 
presume  I  must  have  returned  them;  and  my 
own  I  had  sent  to  Mr.  Cook.  Nothing  was  col- 
lected or  prepared  for  the  subject  of  my  memorial, 
or  to  be  used  for  any  such  purpose,  till  after  Mr. 
Cook  furnished  me  the  copy  of  the  report. 

Q.  Did  you  send  your  address  by  mail  from 
Wheeling  1 

[Tbe  Committee  decided  this  to  bean  improper 
luestioo.] 

Q.  Do  yon  know  when  that  address  arrived  in 
Washington  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  but  presume  it  must  have 
knived  here  the  latter  part  of  the  week  before  it 
vas  presented  to  Congress.  After  it  was  written 
n  part,  it  was  detained  for  some  time,  with  the 
iope  that  I  should  have  been  able  to  obtain  a  doc- 
>ment  I  wanted,  from  the  residence  of  the  honor- 
ible  Mr.  Ruggies,  about  ten  miles  from  Wheel- 
Qg— to  which  residence  I  sent  twice  to  procure 
(•  It  was  kept  open  from  the  paragraph  preced- 
ig  the  last  on  page  24  of  tbe  printed  address.  I 
«d  intended  to  have  pursued  the  subject  farther 
t  that  time;  but,  from  indisposition,  from  the 
'snt  of  the  document  I  desired,  and  from  my 
Dziety  not  to  be  longer  detained,  I  concluded 
ot  to  do  so;  and  I  referred  to  the  A.  B.  publica- 
ODs  in  consequence  thereof.  I  had  to  have  a 
)py  of  it  made,  which  would,  of  itself,  have  oc- 
isioned  some  delay,  and  this  was  increased  by 
aiting  for  the  document  above  alluded  to.  I 
Dt  on  the  copv  of  such  part  as  was  ready,  as  I 
^lieve,  by  mail  before  the  oriffinai  was  forward- 
1-    I  thmk  I  enclosed  it  to  Mr.  Cook.    When  I 

*The  8  preceding  pages  are  erroneonsly  paged :  folio 
OO  should  read  S800,  dec. 
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left  Wheeling,  my  intention  was,  to  avail  myself 
of  the  earliest  opportunity  of  making  an  addi- 
tional defence ;  and  I  did  not  expect  to  be  able  to 
make  a  full  defence  until  I  could  reach  Edwards- 
ville,  where  I  hoped  to  find  some  of  the  docu- 
ments that  would  establish  the  truth  of  my  state- 
ments. On  my  journey,  at  Shawneetown,  in  Il- 
linois, I  found  my  publication  of  1819,  announcing 
m  v  intention  to  retire  from  the  Bank  of  Ed  wards- 
ville,  from  which  place  I  transmitted  that  publi- 
cation to  this  city ;  and,  after  my  arrival  at  Ed- 
wardsvilie,  I  wrote  another  address  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  had  obtained  documents 
to  accompany  it,  which  I  was  prepared  to  trans- 
mit when  the  »ergeant-at-Arms  arrived  at  my 
hoose-^in  ten  ding,  if  Congress  had  adjourned,  to 
get  the  same  inserted  in  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer, if  I  could. 

^  Did  you  transmit  the  original  of  your  ad- 
dress by  mail  ?  and,  if  so,  when  did  you  put  it  into 
the  post  office  at  w  heeling  7 

A.  I  did  not  put  it  into  the  post  office  myself; 
I  gave  it  to  a  gentleman  to  put  in  for  me,  the  post 
office  being  at  a  considerable  distance  from  my 
lodgings,  and  I  expect  he  did  so,  in  time  for  its 
arrival  here  in  the  latter  part  of  the  week  before 
it  was  presented  to  Congress. 

Q.  Who  was  that  gentleman  1 

A.  It  was  some  one  of  the  gentlemen  about  the 

house  where  I  stayed,  but  I  do  n't  recollect  which  one. 

Q.  On  what  day  of  your  stay  at  Wheeling,  did 
you  deliver  it  to  him  ? 

A.  I  have  no  recollection  except  from  the  cal- 
culation which  I  think  I  then  made  as  to  the  pro- 
bable time  of  its  arrival  here,  and  I,  therefore,  sup- 
pose it  must  have  been  about  the  10th  or  12th  of 
the  month. 

Q.  You  intended,  then,  that  it  should  arrive  the 
latter  part  of  that  week  1 

A.  I  knew  from  the  time  I  delivered  it  to  be  put 
in  the  mail,  that  it  could  not  arrive  before  that 
time — and  i  intended  it  should  arrive  by  the  due 
course  of  mail. 

Q.  Do  you  know  when  the  copy  of  your  ad- 
dress was  finished  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  the  particular  day ;  bat  I 
think  that  the  copy,  so  far  as  one  was  made,  was 
sent  on  by  the  first  mail  after  it  was  finished.  And 
that  it  was  sent  in  the  mail  before  the  original 
was  sent. 

Q.  Please  to  read  this  address  in  the  Washing- 
ton Republican  of  January  20,  1822,  signed  A. 
B.,  and  addresised  to  Gales  db  Sea  ton.  Is  that 
the  nublication  to  which  you  refer  in  one  of  the 
A.  B.  publications  communicated  with  your  ad- 
dress, (page  62  of  that  address.)    A.  It  is. 

d.  Were  you  not  just  about  to  leave  Edwards- 
ville  when  the  messenger  from  the  House  ojf  Rep- 
resentatives arrived? 

A.  I  expect  I  should  have  left  it  for  New  Or- 
leans in  about  three  days. 

Qm  Did  you  find,  in  your  examination  of  the 
office  of  the  Receiver,  any  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  to  which  that  conversation 
could  possibly  refer,  which  you  had  with  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson after  your  return  from  Congress,  respect- 
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iBg  the  letter  he  is  said  to  have  written  on  12th 
October,  except  the  letters  of  the  first  of  NoTcm- 
ber.  1819,  and  the  20th  AprU,  1820  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

d.  I  remind  you  that  in  the  4th  quarter  of  1819, 
there  was  a  deposite  of  upwards  of  $50,000,  made 
by  Mr.  Stephenson,  in  the  Bank  of  Edwurdsville, 
and  I  ask  you  whether  you  think  it  possible  he 
could  have  referred,  in  that  conversation,  to  the 
letter  of  the  20th  of  April,  1820  ? 

A.  At  the  time  of  that  conversation  I  did  not 
know  what  deposites  he  had  made  after  12th  Oc^ 
tober,  1819)  nor  to  what  amount.  I  think  it  pos* 
sible  he  may  have  referred  to  the  letter  of  April, 
1820,  although  I  consider  that  the  letter  of  the 
1st  November,  1819,  was  the  letter  written  in 
consequence  of  the  Receiver's  letter  of  the  12th 
October  preceding.  The  letter  of  November  di- 
rects the  Receiver  to  deposite  the  money  he  should 
have  in  his  hands  on  the  last  day  of  that  month, 
in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsviile ;  but  I  think  it  con- 
tains no  express  order  in  regard  to  future  depos- 
it. A  letter  of  the  same  date  was  written  by 
Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Cashier  of  that  bank,  witn 
an  enclosure,  and  the  paper  I  have  presented  to 
the  committee  was  delivered  to  me  by  the  Cash- 
ier of  the  bank  as  beins  that  euclosure,  from  which 
it  would  appear  that  both  the  Receiver  at  Kas- 
kaskia  and  at  Edwardsville  had  been  directed  to 
make  their  future  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri, 
until  otherwise  ordered.  And  it  appears,  by  the 
letter  of  the  20th  April,  that  the  Receiver  at  Ed- 
wardsville was  specially  directed  to  make  his  de- 
posites iu'the  Bank  at  Edwardsville.  Being  Pres- 
ident of  the  bank,  to  the  Cashier  of  which  the 
letter  was  directed,  he  may  have  supposed  he  was 
bound  to  take  notice  of  the  information  which  it 
is  natural  to  suppose  he  must  have  received  con- 
cerning the  order  contained  in  that  enclosure. 
But  these  are  all  circumstances  which  have  come 
to  my  knowledge  since  the  conversation  alluded 
to,  and  I  cannot  undertake  to  say  what  letter  it 
was  the  Receiver  referred  to  in  that  conversation. 

^   Do  you  know  that  in  January  and  Febru- 

^  ary,  1820,  notwithstanding  this  circumstance,  he 

did  make  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  ? 

A.  I  do  not.  I  was  at  Congress  durinj^  the 
time  spoken  o(j  and  I  have  no  recollection  of  hav- 
ing known  any  thing  at  that  time  concerning  his 
deposites ;  all  I  know  on  the  subject  is  from  recent 
publications.  I  am  under  the  impression  that,  dur- 
ing the  Winter  succeeding  the  letter  of  1st  No- 
rember,  either  Colonel  Johnson  or  myself  was 
written  to  on  the  subject  of  the  enclosure  above 
spoken  of,  but  my  recollection  is  so  indistinct  that 
I  cannot  speak  with  any  certainty  about  iL 

d.  It  is  stated  in  an  account  current  of  Benja- 
min Stephenson  with  the  United  States,  printed 
with  Mr.  Crawford's  publication,  ordered  to  be 
printed  on  the  11th  ot  May,  No.  13,  that  there 
was  cash  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville, 
on  the  31st  January,  1820,  amounting  to  §2,526  82 ; 
and  in  another  account.  No.  14,  that  there  was 
cash  deposited  in  the  same  bank,  by  Stephenson, 
on  the  29th  February,  $2,881.  u  these  statements 
are  true,  do  you  now  think  it  possible  that  the 


letter  of  the  20th  April  was  the  leUer  alluded  to 
in  that  conversation  before  meotioned  by  Mr. 
Stephenson  ? 

A.  I  still  think  it  possible.  His  own  letter  be- 
ing silent  on  the  subject  of  the  future  deposites. 
he  may  have  thonught  that  that  would  have  justi- 
fied him  in  continuing  to  make  those  deposites ; 
and  yet,  from  the  enclosure  above  referred  to,  Mr. 
Crawford  may  have  intended  to  prohibit  thor 
being  made  there.  I  have  already  stated  that  my 
impression  is,  that  Colonel  Johnson,  or  myself, 
received  a  letter  on  the  subject  of  that  enclosure, 
and  suppose  the  enclosure  and  the  Receirer's  let- 
ter together  may  hare  occasioned  the  latter  some 
uncertainty  how  he  was  to  act. 

^  You  speak  of  your  impressions  concern  iag 
a  letter  to  yourself  or  Colonel  Johnson.  By  whom 
was  that  letter  written  1 

A.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  written  by  the 
President  of  the  bank,  who  was  also  the  Receiver. 
Colonel'  Johnson's  brother-in-law  holding  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  stock  of  that  baok,  he  has 
been  principally  relied  upon  for  some  years  past 
to  make  all  negotiations  with  Mr.  Crawford  coa- 
cerninff  it  that  have  been  made  here,  and  ire  have 
generally  had  conTcrsation  upon  the  subject  when 
he  has  had  to  act  in  those  cases.  If  I  received 
the  letter,  no  doubt  it  was  communicated  to  him; 
and  if  he  received  one,  it  is  equally  prolMable  that 
it  was  shown  to  me. 

d.  Do  you  know  that  the  Receiver  at  Ed< 
wardsrille  ever  saw  that  paper  called  tiie  enclo- 
sure in  the  letter  of  1st  November  1 

A.  Of  my  own  knowledge,  I  do  not,  bat  I 
should  think  it  verv  strange  if  he  bad  not  seen  it, 
he  being  the  Presiuent  of  the  bank. 

€1.  In  examining  the  records  in  the  Receirer's 
office,  did  you  see  a  letter  from  Mr.  Crawford  of 
the  1st  November  ? 

A.  I  did. 

^  Does  it  contain  any  direction  to  the  Re- 
ceiver to  deposite  moneys  in  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri 7 

A.  1  think  not.  I  have  already  stated  that  I 
believe  it  is  silent  as  to  his  future  deposite,  after 
the  one  therein  specially  referred  to. 

Q^  The  letter  to  the  Receiver,  of  1st  Novem- 
ber, and  the  enclosure  of  which  you  speak,  differ 
in  this  respect.  That  part  of  the  enclosure  which 
relates  to  the  Bank  of  Missouri  is  not  found  in 
the  letter  to  the  Receiver.  Is  there  not  this  dif- 
ference 1 

A.  The  letter  which  I  saw  at  the  Land  Office 
at  Edwardsville  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Re> 
ceiver,  of  November  1st,  1819,  i  feel  confident 
contains  no  directions  to  make  the  deposite  in  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  but  is  silent,  as  I  have  before 
stated,  as  to  future  deposites. 

^  Could  the  Receiver,  if  he  had  seen  this  en- 
closure, Lave  doubted  about  the  propriety  of  con- 
tinuing his  deposites,  with  the  letter  of  1st  No- 
vember in  his  hands  ? 

A.  I  think  he  could. 

Q,.  In  giving  your  advice  to  the  Receiver  in 
the  Fall  of  1819,  did  you  give  it  in  the  character  of 
his  friend,  or  as  a  person  holding  a  high  piaee  in 
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the  Goverament,  with  a  vitw  to  promote  the  pab- 
lic  iDterest  ? 

A.  At  that  time  I  had  lost  confidence  in 
banks  generally,  so  much  so  that  I  did  not  wish 
to  be  held  responsible  for  any  bank.  I  advised 
the  Receiver  as  a  friend  to  him,  and  also  with  a 
view  to  free  myself  of  all  responsibility  for  the 
bank,  by  placing  things  in  sucn  a  situation  that 
Mr.  Crawford  coald  act  in  the  case  as  he  should 
think  fit  on  his  own  responsibility,  lea  vingthe  funds 
in  the  Receiver's  hands  entirely  to  his  control. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  the  funds  of  the  United 
States  safer  in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver  than  in 
the  Bank  of  EdwardsvjUe  for  ninety  days  ? 

A.  1  considered  the  funds,  at  that  time,  as  safe 
in  the  hands  of  either,  with  this  difference,  how- 
ever, that  the  bank  miffht  have  been  more  liable 
to  nse  them  than  the  Keceiver. 

Q^  Did  you  not,  after  or  about  this  time,  write 
to  a  Paynaaster  or  Paymasters,  recommending, 
suggesting,  or  soliciting  him  or  them  to  pay  the 
troops  of  the  United  States  in  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  EdwardsviUe? 

A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  written  to 
any  Paymaster  at  all  on  the  subject,  l  had  at  that 
time  as  much  confidence  iu  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  Ed  wards  ville  as  in  any  other  of  the  local  banks. 
Their  notes  were  receivable  in  the  Land  Office, 
and  were  current  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
I  should  suppose  might  have  been  taken  by  persons 
to  whom  the  Paymaster  was  to  make  his  pay- 
ments, as  safely  as  any  other  notes  in  that  quarter 
of  the  country,  nor  should  I  have  had  any  objec- 
tion to  recommend  them  to  any  Paymaster  as 
readily  as  any  others  of  the  notes  of  the  local 
banks  which  circulated  there.  I  think  about  thai 
time  I  had  heard  of  some  order  having  been  given 
by  the  War  Department,  which,  as  well  as  I  now 
remember,  required  the  troops  to  be  paid  either  in 
Missouri  paper  or  in  specie ;  and  I  think  I  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  probably  to  other 
persons,  probably  to  Colonel  Johnson,  complaining 
of  the  order. 

Qi,  Do  you  recollect  whether  it  was  before  or 
after  you  attended  Congress,  that  you  wrote  these 
letters  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  the  time,  but  I  suppose  it 
most  have  been  after  the  first,  and  before  the  sec- 
ond session  I  served  in  Congress.  The  bank  only 
got  into  operation  a  short  time  before  my  departure 
for  Congress,  in  1818.  I  recollect  but  little  of  the 
case  alluded  to.  I  am,  however,  strongly  impressed 
with  a  belief  that  there  was,  or  that  I  so  under- 
stood ic,  an  order  to  Paymasters  that  I  consid- 
ered very  partial  to  the  Bank  of  Missouri. 

^  Was  the  letter  which  yuu  wrote  at  the  re- 
quest of  Mr.  Stephenson,  dated  on  the  same  day 
on  which  it  was  copied? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect,  but  I  presume  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him,  on  that  day,  enclose  a 
printed  copy  of  your  publication  ?  and  were  both 
in  the  same  package  ? 

A.  It  was  on  the  same  day,  and  I  think  both 
letter  and  paper  were  pat  in  one  cover. 

Q.  Was  the  Land  Office  then  kept  in  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson's house,  or  in  a  separate  building  ? 


A.  It  was  in  a  separate  building,  not  far  from 
his  house. 

d.  Did  you  see  him  carry  the  letter  to  the  post 
office ;  or  do  you  know  that  he  did  so  ? 

A.  I  did  not  see  it  put  in,  nor  do  I  know  that 
it  was.  The  post  office  was  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  place. 

d.  At  what  time  of  the  day,  in  the  morning  or 
the  afternoon,  was  the  copy  taken  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

^d.  Did  vou  make  the  draught  at  the  office,  or  in 
your  own  house,  before  you  went  there  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  written  in  my  own  house. 

d«  Was  it  made  on  the  same  day  on  which  it 
was  copied,  or  the  day  before? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect,  but  I  think  it  was  on  the 
same  day. 

d.  At  what  hour  of  the  day  did  the  mail  leave 
Edwardsville  for  Washington  City, at  that  time? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  the  hours  of  arrival  or 
departure. 

Q.  How  long  does  it  Qsoally  take  letters  to 
reach  Washington  City,  from  Edwardsville,  by 
mail? 

A.  From  sixteen  to  eighteen  days,  I  think,  in 
regular  course  of  mail,  and  when  the  weather  is 
good  ;  but  it  may  be  very  much  delayed  when  the 
weather  is  bad.  The  mail  has  been  very  irreg- 
ular. 

Q.  What  is  the  average  time  in  which  you  have 
received  letters  from  that  place,  when  you  have 
been  in  this'  city  ?  Would  twenty  days  oe  an  un- 
reasonable allowance  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  how  to  make  an  average ; 
miscarriages  are  more  liable  to  happen  in  the 
Winter  time,  not  only  from  accidents,  but  from 
the  accumulation  of  letters,  and  I  cannot  now 
specify  in  how  long  a  time  I  have  received  a  sin- 
gle one  of  my  letters  after  it  was  mailed  from 
there.  I  thinlc  I  have  received  much  fewer  in 
twenty  days  than  those  which  have  taken  a  longer 
time.  The  mail  has  been  irregular  in  the  Winter 
time,  during  the  sessions  of  Congress,  or  letters  at 
least  have  arrived  very  irregnlarry. 

d.  I  understand  you  to  nave  said,  that,  but  for 
the  Secretary's  report  to  Congress,  on  the  22d  of 
March,  you  would  have  gone  quietly  to  Mexico, 
without  disturbing  your^f  with  any  of  those 
charges  against  him  ? 

A.  I  believe  I  have  stated,  and  I  now  state 
again,  that  I  should  not  have  made  the  attack 
upon  Mr.  Crawford,  if  I  bad  not  considered  him 
as  attacking  me. 

Question  by  Mr.  Webster.  Have  you  been  pret- 
ty well  acquamted  with  the  general  operations  of 
tne  Treasury,  in  the  Western  States,  for  several 
years,  in  regard  to  to  the  collection  of  the  public 
debts  ? 

A.  I  have  been,  in  regard  to  the  collection  from 
the  sale  of  public  lands,  but  of  the  special  facts 
contained  in  the  documents,  I  had  no  other  means 
of  knowing  than  every  other  member  of  Congress, 
except  what  I  knew  from  being  a  director  of  the 
Bank  at  Edwardsville,  while  I  was  such. 

d.  When  did  you  first  become  a  member  of 
Congress  ? 
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A.  I  was  elected  in  1818. 

Q.  Have  you  continued  a  member,  without  in- 
termission, from  that  time  until  your  recent  diplo- 
matic appointment  ? 

A.  I  have. 

Q^  Have  you,  generally,  attended  the  sessions 
of  Congress  7 

A.  I  have. 

Question  by  Mr.  Livingston.  Do  you  know  any 
thing  further,  of  your  own  knowledge,  in  sopport 
of  the  facts  and  specifications  against  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, contained  in  your  memorial  1 

A.  Nothing  that  I  recollect,  at  this  time,  that 
relates  to  the  matters  specifically  alleged  in  my 
Address  to  the  House. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 


June  16, 1824. — 3ir.  Edtoards  Miu^  again  caUed, 

Cluestion,  bj  Mr.  Forsyth.  You  state  that 
you  received  irom  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville  an  enclosure,  contained  in  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Crawford  to  him,  of  1st  November, 
I8l9.  Can  you  state  whether  there  was  not  an- 
other naper  enclosed  in  that  letter? 

A.  i  cannot.  I  neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any 
other. 

^  For  what  purpose  was  your  address  to 
Cong[ress,  and  the  letter  to  the  Speaker  accom- 
panying it,  sent  in  a  difierent  manner  and  to  a 
different  person  from  the  documents  and  the  copy 
of  the  address,  which  jou  state  was  first  sent? 

[The  committee  decided  that  the  question  should 
not  be  put.] 

d.  Too  state,  in  one  of  your  addresses  to  the 
public,  at  Louisville,  dated  16th  May,  1824,  that 
you  sincerely  believed,  and  had  been  advised  by 
your  most  dispassionate  friends  and  other  impar- 
tial gentlemen,  that  it  was  absolutely  and  essenti- 
ally due  to  your  own  character  to  enter  into  this 
controversy  with  Mr.  Crawford.  I  wish  you  to 
state  who  these  dispassionate  friends  and  impar- 
tial persons  were. 

A.  I  object  to  the  question. 

[The  Committee  decided  it  should  not  be  put] 

QU  Did  not  your  affidavit,  before  .the  committee 
of  investigation  of  the  last  Congress,  with  respect 
to  this  correspondence,  which  you  allege  took 

Slace  between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
Ir.  Stephenson,  impose  upon  the  Secretary  the 
necessity,  when  he  made  his  final  report,  either 
to  produce  that  correspondence  or  to  account  for 
the  omission  to  produce  it? 

A.  I  submit  the  question  to  the  committee. 

[The  Committee  decided  it  should  not  be  put.] 

d.  Do  you  think  it  possible  that,  in  the  vear 

1819,  a  letter  should  have  come  by  mail,  rrom 

Edwardsville  to  Washington,  from  the  16th  of 

October  to  the  1st  of  November  following? 

A.  Judging  from  the  statement  I  have  to-day 
seen,  from  the  Post  Office  Department,  I  should 
think  it  was  not;  but,  if  the  letter  of  the  Receiver 
did  not  leave  Edwardsville  before  the  16th  of 
October,  I  do  not  believe  that  Mr.  Crawford's  let- 
ter to  the  Receiver,  x}{  the  1st  of  November  fol- 
lowing, was  written  or  sent  on  the  day  of  its 


date,  unless  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  was  seat, 
by  private  conveyance,  to  Louisville,  and  nuuled 
tnere. 

duestion,  by  Mr.  Floyd.  When,  in  yoor 
deposition,  heretofore  taken,  you  mention  the 
name  of  "Colonel  Moore,"  to  what  ColoDd 
Moore  did  you  allude  ? 

A.  To  a  representative  in  Congress  from  All- 
bama. 

Q^  by  Mr.  Floyd.  You  state  that  yon  bd 
prepared  another  address  to  the  Hous«  of  Repre- 
sentatives, subsequently  to  writing  the  first,  which, 
should  Congress  have  adjourned,  you  intended  to 
get  published  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  if  yoa 
coqld.  What  was  your  object  in  wishing  to 
have  it  so  published  ? 

A.  I  thought  I  had  obtained  sufficient  tesiimoD^ 
to  establish  my  innocence  of  the  cbar|;e  or  impu- 
tation which  I  understood  Mr.  Crawford  as  hav- 
ing made  against  me;  and  I  wished  to  Uf  thst 
testimony  and  my  address  before  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

/iiiM  19^ — llfr.  Edwards  farther  txaimML 

Q^  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Have  yoa,  or  have  yoa 
not  had,  in  your  possession,  the  paper  which  yoa 
say  Lippincott  found  in  the  Receiver's  office  ii 
your  hand- writing,  at  any  time  since  the  12(h  of 
October,  1819  ? 

A.  I  presume  that  the  draught  of  the  letter  of  the 
Receiver  of  the  12th  of  October  is  alluded  to. 
There  is  nothing  that  I  more  firmly  believe  thia 
that  I  have  never  seen  that  paper  from  the  time  it 
was  copied  by  the  Receiver,  as  has  been  before 
stated,  until  it  was  found  bv  Mr.  Lippincott  io  the 
office,  in  April  or  May  last,  as  has  also  been 
stated.  I  then  had  it  in  my  hands,  and  read  it,  I 
believe^  more  than  once,  but  never  had  it  in  my 
possession,  out  of  the  office,  after  it  was  so  foond 
by  Mr.  Lippincott. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  prepared  the  rough 
draught  of  the  letters  from  the  President  of  the 
Edwardsville  Bank  to  you,  of  January  7, 1820,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv  of  the  same  dite, 
and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  l8(h 
of  April,  1820,  or  either  of  them  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 


Jamu  Ndblty  o/  the  Senate^  Moom,  o»  the  part  y  ifr- 

Crawford, 

Q.  You  were  employed  by  the  Treasury  in 
some  arrangements  with  the  6ank  of  Yincenaes, 
were  you  not  ?  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  sttte 
whether,  in  your  opinion,  the  debt  due  by  tbtt 
bank  to  the  Government  is  secured,  or  any  part  of 
it,  and.  if  any,  what? 

A.  So  far  as  I  had  the  agency  in  it,  which  is  to 
the  amount  of  about  $26,000,  I  believe  and  cob- 
sider  the  debt  as  secured. 

Q^  Do  you  consider  the  claims  of  the  United 
States  on  that  bank,  apart  from  the  collateral 
security,  as  being  safe  ? 

A.  As  to  the  residue  of  the  claim  which  the 
United  States  has  against  the  Bank  of  Vinceooes, 
I  know  nothing  of  it,  except  from  information 
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which  has  been  derired  from  the  Directors,  who 
say  that  the  bank  is  able  to  [>ay  the  debt,  aad  has 
secured  its  payment.  A  part  of  that  debt,  con- 
sisting of  $10,000,  (notincladed  in  the  $26,000 
beforementioned,)  was  transferred  by  that  bank  to 
the  Treasurer  of.  the  United  States,  in  a  draft  on 
John  H.  Piatt,  secured  by  two  good  endorsers ; 
and,  from  rery  recent  information,  I  learn  that 
this  draft  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  or  the  District  Attorney,  Mr.  Dewey, 
and  in  a  train  to  be  recovered.  A  further  sum  of 
$7,000  is  secured  in  obligations  against  the  State 
of  Indiana,  which  is  a  matter  in  negotiation  be- 
tween that  State  and  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

QL  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  Gk)v- 
ernor  Edwards  concerning  Mr.  Crawford's  man- 
agement of  the  Western  banks,  and  concerning 
his  authorship  of  the  A.  B.  letters? 

A.  I  have ;  and  it  was  introduced  by  himself. 

d.  State  that  conversation,  with  the  time  and 
circumstances. 

A.  The  precise  day  I  cannot  recollect ;  it  was 
pending  bis  nomination  made  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Senate,  as  Minister  to  Mex- 
ico; and  it  was  after  the  21st  or  22d  of  February 
last.  I  make  this  statement,  from  the  fact,  that  on 
the  21st  or  22d  of  February,  I  went  to  Mrs.  Queen's 
to  board,  where  Governor  Edwards  resided,  and 
this  conversation  was  after  I  went  there.  He 
Slated  that  he  was  about  to  be  attacked  in  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  Stales  for  the  purpose  of  defeat- 
ing his  nomination ;  that  party  and  political  spirit 
was  now  high ;  that  he  understood  that  charges 
would  be  exhibited  asainst  him,  and  that  it  had 
been  so  declared  in  the  Senate  Chamber.  I  re- 
marked to  Governor  Edwards  that  he  well  knew, 
iccording  to  the  rules  of  that  body,  while  on  Ex- 
^cutive  business,  secrecy  was  required ;  that  I  was 
lot  at  libertjf  to  mention  any  occurrence,  or  the 
emark  of  a  single  member,  excepting  so  far  as  re- 
ated  to  myself;  that  I  was  not  governed  by  party  or 
)olitical  feelings  or  motives ;  that  I  adhered  to  the 
expression  made  use  of  by  Jefferson — and  the  only 
nquiry  with  me  was,  is  he  capable  and  is  he  honest  ? 
jrovernor  Edwards  then  remarked,  that,  although 
lecrecy  was  required  in  that  body,  yet  he  was  m- 
brmed  almost  every  day  of  the  transactions  and 
emarks  of  individuals  when  his  nomination  was 
ailed  up ;  and  he  added, ''  Noble,  i  shall  not  for- 
get you."  I  then  replied,  that  1  did  not  under- 
tand  his  meaning.  Hesaid  it  was  unimportant — 
le  was  satisfied  I  was  not  governed  by  the  party 
ieelings  which  were  then  prevailing.  It  was  on 
he  day,  in  the  evening  of  which  this  conversation 
ook  place,  that  I  had  moved  to  take  up  his  nomi- 
lation  in  the  Senate.  This  must  have  been  his 
aeanin^,  when  he  said  he  would  not  forget  me; 
or  he  explained  it  the  next  day,  and  said  he 
lad  heard  that  I  had  done  so.  Mr.  E.  farther  re- 
aarked,  that  be  knew  me  to  be  the  decisive  friend 
•f  William  H.  Crawford ;  and,  said  he,  I  am  con- 
idered  as  being  his  bitter  enemy — and  I  am 
barged  w^ith  being  the  author  of  the  numbers 
igned  A.  B. ;  but,  (raising  his  hand,)  I  pledge  you 
ly  honor,  I  am  not  the  author,  nor  do  I  xnow  who 


the  author  was.  Crawford  and  I,  said  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, have  had  a  little  difference,  but  I  have  al- 
wavs  considered  him  a  liigh-minded,  honorable, 
and  vigilant  officer  of  the  Government;  he  luis 
been  abused  about  the  Western  banks  and  the  un- 
ayailalile  funds ;  f  leaning  forward  and  extending 
his  hand,)  he  adaed,  now  d — n  it,  you  know  we 
both  live  in  States  where  there  are  many  poor 
debtors  to  the  Government  for  lands,  together  with 
a  deranged  currency.  The  notes  on  various  banks 
being  depreciated,  after  the  effect  and  operation  of 
the  war  in  that  portion  of  the  Union,  and  the 
banks,  by  attemptmg  to  call  in  their  paper,  hav- 
ing exhausted  their  specie,  the  notes  toat  were 
then  in  circulation  became  of  little  or  no  value. 
Many  men  of  influence  in  that  country,  said  he, 
have  united  to  induce  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  select  certain  banks  as  banks  of  deposite, 
and  to  take  the  notes  of  certain  banks  in  payment 
for  public  lands.  Had  he  not  done  so,  (meaning 
Mr.  Crawford,)  many  of  our  inhabitants  would 
have  been  turned  out  of  doors,  and  lost  their  lands ; 
and  the  people  of  that  country  would  have  had  as 
universal  disgust  against  Mr.  Crawford;  and  I 
will  venture  to  say,  said  Mr.  Edwards,  notwith- 
standing I  am  considered  his  enemy,  that  no  man 
in  this  Government  could  have  conducted  the  fis- 
cal and  financial  concerns  of  the  Government 
with  more  integrity  and' propriety  than  Mr.  Craw- 
ford did.  I  farther  remarked  to  Governor  Ed- 
wards, in  speaking  of  his  nomination,  that,  inas- 
much as  he  was  nominated  by  the  President,  un- 
less some  charge  was  brought  against  him,  I  had 
already  evinced  in  the  Senate  my  disposition  to 
vote  for  the  confirmation  of  his  nomination,  with- 
out any  previous  consultation  with  him ;  but  ad- 
ded, if  I  had  the  power  of  making  the  nomination, 
I  would  not  have  nominated  him ;  and,  as  an  evi- 
dence of  it,  I  had  written  a  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
urging  the  nomination  of  William  Henry  Har- 
rison, and  with  that  letter  I  had  enclosed  the  unan- 
imous recommendation  of  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Indiana  in  favor  of  General  Harrison. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  When  Governor  Ed- 
wards mentioned  to  you  that  he  received  informa- 
tion of  what  the  Senate  was  doing,  did  he  not  at 
the  same  time  observe  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Senate,  and  had  a  right  to  know  what  they 
were  doing  as  much  as  any  other  member? 

A.  If  he  made  that  observation,  I  do  not  recol- 
lect it.    He  might  have  done  so. 

QL  When  you  had  this  conversation  with  him, 
had  not  the  Kichmond  Enquirer  on  that,  or  some 
day  not  long  before,  been  received  in  this  city,  con- 
taining an  allegation  that  Mr.  Edwards, "  the  au- 
thor ot  the  A.  B.  plot,"  had  been  nominated  as 
Minister  to  Mexico  ?  and  can  you  say  positively 
that  the  denial  of  the  authorsnip  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Edwards  did  not  relate  to  the  plot  instead  of 
the  writings  themselves  under  that  signature?  and 
did  not  the  conversation  grow  out  of  that  publica- 
tion? 

A.  I  saw  an  article  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer, 
stating  that  Ninian  Edwards,  the  "  author  of  A. 
B."  or  "  of  A.  B.  plot  memory,"  (I  do  not  recol- 
lect which,)  had  been  so  nominated.    The  paper 
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I  saw  at  the  boardine-hoase  of  Mrs.  dueen,  and  I 
think  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Elkins;  whether  it  was 
before  the  conversation  with  Gk)rernor  Edwards, 
or  afterwards,  I  do  not  d  istinctly  recollect  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  it  was  after  the  conversation ;  but 
I  am  very  well  satisfied,  that,  in  the  convefsation 
with  Governor  E.,  when  he  declared  himself  not 
to  be  the  author  of  A.  B.,  and  pledged  his  honor  to 
the  declaration,  that  I  understood  liim  to  have  an 
explicit  reference  to  the  numbers  sijnied  A.  B. 
which  appeared  in  the  Washington  Kepublican ; 
and  I  so  understood  him«  because  he  had  reference 
to  the  reports  of  the  two  committees  who  examined 
into  that  subject  at  the  previous  session  of  Con- 
gress. No  allusion  whatever  was  made  in  this 
conversation  to  the  article  in  the  Richmond  En- 
quirer. 

Q^  In  the  course  of  the  conversation,  was  refer- 
ence made  to  any  particular  numbers  of  the  pub- 
lications signed  A.  B. 

A.  There  was  not. 

d.  Was  the  name  of  Gkneral  Cocke  at  all  intro- 
duced? 

A.  It  was  not. 

d.  When  did  you  first  mention  the  conversa- 
tion you  have  now  repeated  as  having  passed  be- 
tween Yourself  and  Governor  Edwards?  and  to 
whom? 

A.  Aecordinfi;  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I 
never  repeated  U  to  any  person  until  the  evening 
of  the  day  that  I  was  informed  that  Gbvernor 
Edwards's  address  was  presented  to  the  House  of 
Representatives;  on  that  evening,  in  conversation 
with  several  of  the  members  of  that  House,  amongst 
whom  were  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Nelson,  some  of 
whom  said  that  Governor  Edwards  had  avowed 
himself  to  be  lYA  author  of  A.  B.,  and  others  said 
that  he  had  not  done  so,  I  remarked  that  they 
must  have  misunderstood  the  address,  for  Gover- 
nor Edwards  had  pledged  his  honor  to  me  that 
he  was  not  the  autnor  of  A.  B.  In  the  same  eve- 
ning I  made  the  same  remark  to  Mr.  Elkins. 

Q.  Did  you  mention  the  subject  to  any  member 
of  the  Senate? 

A.  Not  while  his  nomination  was  pending,  nor 
before  his  address  appeared ;  afterwards  I  spoke 
of  it,  without  reserve. 

d.  I  perceive  from  the  Richmond  Enquirer 
that  a  letter,  purporting  to  have  been  written  in 
the  Senate  CThamber,  and  dated  April  26, 1824, 
states,  that  ''Mr.  N.  Edwards  declared  to  Mr. 
Noble,  Senator  from  Indiana,  that  he  was  not  the 
author  of  the  A.  B.  publication ;  he  did  this  pend- 
ing his  nomination  as  Minister  to  Mexico;  in 
consequence  of  this  declaration,  Mr.  Noble  states 
that  he  voted  for  him  :*'  Did  you  make  any  such 
communication  to  any  member  of  the  Senate  ? 

[Mr.  Forsyth  objected  to  this  question,  and  the 
Committee  decided  the  question  was  improper.^ 

Gt-  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with 
Colonel  Benton,  of  the  Senate,  on  the  subject  of 
your  conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards  ? 

A.  Yes. 

d.  In  the  conversation  you  had  with  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, did  he  speak  of  the  original  plan  adopted 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  relief  of 


the  people  of  the  West,  or  did  he  speak  of  the 
manner  in  which  that  plan  was  execated  ? 

A.  He  spoke  of  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  generally. 

Q^  Did  you  understand  the  converaation  yon 
have  mentioned  as  intended  to  affect  your  vote 
on  the  then  pending  nomination  ? 

A.  I  did  not  sujppose  that  that  was  its  de^gn, 
nor  had  it  any  such  effect  upon  myselH  I  eoa- 
Btdered  him  as  speaking  as  an  honest  maa.  If  he 
had  told  me  he  was  the  author  of  A.  B.,  it  would 
not  in  my  opinion  have  had  the  least  weight  with 
me  whatever  in  relation  to  my  vote ;  for  I  con- 
sidered that  matter  as  done  with,  and  I  had  al- 
ready taken  an  active  part  for  him  in  the  Senate. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  What  do  you  now 
understand  as  having  bran  the  effect  intended  to 
have  been  produced  by  that  conversation  t 

Answer.  Governor  Edwards  hnviog  pledged 
his  word  and  honor  to  me,  unsought  for,  that  he 
was  not  the  author  of  A.  B.;  and  having  expressed 
his  opinion  of  the  integrity  and  vigilance  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  mentioned  that 
he  expected  an  attack  in  the  Senate,  ms  I  now 
suppose  from  the  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford,  I  con- 
sider him  as  having  expected  that  I  would  take 
this  information  that  he  gave  me  into  that  body, 
and  it  would  be  the  means  of  securing  the  contfir- 
mation  of  his  nomination. 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  Did  Governor  Bdwatds 
request  you  to  mention  what  he  had  said  to  any 
members  of  the  Senate,  or  did  he  afterwards  in- 
quire whether  you  had  none  so  ? 

A.  He  did  not 

Q.  Did  you,  in  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, signify  to  him  that  his  being  or  not  being 
the  author  of  A.  B.,  would  have  no  influence  oa 
your  vote  ? 

A.  I  did  not 

JAMBS  NOBLE. 

WUneM  called  offoin. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Please  to  state  the 
value  of  each  division  of  the  property  yon  ie> 
ceived  at  Brookville  as  security  for  the  debt  of 
the  Bank  of  Vineenaes  to  the  United  Butes. 

Answer.  As  to  the  value,  it  would  be  bat  men 
opinion,  and  I  cannot,  from  recollection,  name 
each  division  of  the  ivoperty.  But,  at  the  time 
the  property  was  conveyed  by  mortgage  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  I  supposed  and 
believed  that  it  would  cover  neariy  the  sum  of 
^6,000,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  mortgage, 
and  the  valuation  fixed  on  the  profiertj  by  two 
disinterested  persons  who  had  valued  it  previously 
to  its  being  conveyed  by  the  owners  to  attorneys 
or  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bank 
of  Vincennes,  and  for  the  purpose  of  discharging 
their  debts,  as  will  fully  appear  from  a  report  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  marked  F,  and  dated 
29th  April,  1822,  (see  Executive  papers  of  second 
session  of  17th  Congress.) 

Q.  What  is  its  present  value  ? 

A.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  state. 

Q.  Was  it  not  your  opinion,  while  my  aomi- 
nation  was  pending,  and  shortly  after  yon  eaiae 
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to  Mrs.  Qxieeii's  to  lodge,  that  there  would  be  no 
opposition  to  it  in  the  Senate  ? 

A.  It  was  my  opinion  that  there  woo  Id  be  an 
opposition,  and  joa  yoorself  told  me  that  there 
woald ;  but  the  fact  turned  out  that  there  was  no 
opposition,  for  reasons  which  you  know.  You 
know  that  the  opposition  was  expected  from  Col- 
onel Benton,  and  he  was  sick.  I  did  not  know 
what  the  charges  to  be  brought  against  you  were, 
and  I  told  you  at  the  ^ame  time  that  if  tnere  were 
no  charges  brought,  I  should  vote  for  you  and 
sbooid  not  regard  political  feeling.  You  remarked 
to  me  that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford  would  op- 
pose you.  I  replied,  that  some  of  those  whom  I 
Knew  to  be  his  friends  would  scorn  such  a  line  of 
conduct — I  mean,  would  scorn  to  suffer  political 
feeliagto  bias  their  votes  in  such  a  case. 

QU  Where  did  the  conversation  which  you  have 
testified  as  hating  passed  between  you  and  my- 
self take  place  ? 

A.  In  my  room,  at  Mrs.  Qcieen's. 

JAMES  NOBLE. 


John  Maaon  iwom^  on  ike  part  of  Mr.  Crawford, 

Question  by  Blr.  Forsyth.  Have  you,  or  not, 
bad  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards,  concern- 
ing the  A.  J3.  publications?  and  if  so,  state  what 
it  was. 

Answer.  I  had  such  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Edwards,  and,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  it  occurred 
while  his  nomination  was  pending  in  the  Senate, 
and  before  it  had  been  confirmed,  but  of  this  I 
will  not  be  positive.  He  stated  to  me  that  there 
would  probably  foe,  or  that  he  had  expected,  an 
opposition  in  the  Senate,  and  that  one  of  the 
grounds  of  that  opposition  was  the  authorship  of 
ibe  A.  B.  publications,  which  had  been  imputed 
to  him;  that  as  to  that,  although  it  was  well 
known  that  he  had  taken  a  decided  stand  against 
Mr.  C,  he  bad  done  nothing;  which  he  had  hesi- 
tated to  avow,  or  would  hesitate  to  atow,  (I  can- 
not be  certain  which  he  said,)  and  that  his  oppo- 
sition had  been  open  and  fair. 

J.  MASON,  Jr. 


Mr.  Mason  called  again 

QrUestion.  When  you  first  saw  me,  after  I  occu- 
pied the  hack  room  of  Mrs.  Ctueen's  boarding- 
nouse,  what  was  the  state  of  my  health  ? 

Answer.  You  were,  as  I  thought,  quite  ill. 

Q.  Was  not  this  shortly  after  my  nomination  ? 

A.  It  was. 

Q.  Was  it  at  this  time  that  you  had  the  con- 
versation you  have  related  ? 

A.  It  was  subsequently  to  this  visit. 

Q.  Had  I  not  then  got  well  ? 

A.  You  were  then  certainly  much  better. 

J.  MASON,  Jr. 


Danid  P.    Cook^  of  the  Houee  of  Repre$eniative$y 
Mffom,  on  ike  part  of  Mr.  Crawford. 
Cluestion.  Did  you  receive  the  address  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  to  Congress,  by  mail  7  and  if  so,  at  what 
time? 


Answer.  I  received  it  on  the  Saturday  next 
previous  to  the  Monday  on  which  it  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  accompanied  by  a  letter 
through  the  mail,  from  Wheeling,  requesting  me 
to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Speaker,  after  sup- 
plying some  documents  which  were  referred  to  m 
the  memorial,  but  were  not  forwarded  with  it.- 
These  documents  I  supplied,  and,  on  the  next 
day,  did  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Speaker. 

CI.  Was  theaddress  itself  communicated  by  mail? 

A.  Yes. 

d.  Did  the  address  come  through  the  mail  ad« 
dressed  to  you  ? 

A.  No. 

Q^  To  whomi  did  it  come  addressed  ? 

A.  I  submit  to  the  committee  whether  this  is  a 
proper  question. 

[The  committee  decided  that  the  question  ought 
not  to  be  pot  to  the  witness.] 

QL  State  what  reasons  you  have  for  knowing 
that  it  came  by  mail  at  all  ? 

A.  By  the  mail  preceding  that  which  I  believe 
brought  it  on,  I  received  a  copy  of  a  part  of  the 
same  memorial,  with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Edwards 
stating  that  he  expected  bv  the  next  mail  to  for- 
ward It  comi^ete ;  and  by  the  next  mail  I  received 
a  second  letter  from  him,  statincr  that  he  had  by 
that  mail  forwarded  the  memorial,  as  suggested  in 
his  former  letter;  and  the  person  to  whom  it  was 
sent  did  early  on  that  day  place  the  memorial  in 
my  hands,  which  was  in  the  original  blank  en- 
velope, having  the  post  mark  of  Wheeling  upon  it, 
and  directed  by  Governor  Edwards,  whose  hand- 
writing I  know ;  and  therefore  I  believe  that  it 
came  by  mail. 

Qi.  Was  it  opened? 

A.  The  seal  of  the  envelope  had  been  broken.  - 

Q^  I  think  it  was  early  in  the  day  that  you  re- 
ceived your  own  letter  and  this  envelope  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  not  later  than  ten  o'clock. 

d.  Do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Edwards  is  not 
the  author  of  those  A.  B.  publications  printed  in 
the  IVashinffUm  Republican^  which  he  has  avowed 
in  his  memorial  ? 

A.  Since  I  understood  he  was  the  author  of  any 
of  them,  I  have  understood  from  him  that  he  was 
the  author  of  all  those  which  relate  to  the  subject 
of  this  investiffation.  I  did  understand  that  the 
first  number  of  those  publications  was  communi- 
cated to  that  paper  by  a  different  person,  but  I 
have  since  learned  from  Mr.  Edwards  that  he 
wrote  all  of  them  which  refer  to  the  subject  of 
this  investigation,  and  I  know  nothing  to  the 
contrary. 

d.  Did  you,  in  supplying  documents  for  that 
memorial,  lurnish  any  but  printed  ones? 

A.  I  famished  none  others.  The  rest  came  in 
the  packet. 

QL  Was  postage  charged  on  the  packet  you 
received  ? 

A.  If  there  was  I  have  no  recollection  of  it,  I 
am  sure  I  paid  no  postage. 

D.P.COOK. 


Mr.  Cook  called  aga/^. 
d  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Please  to  separate  those 
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Com  of  iVtntow  EdtganU. 


papers  wbieh  you  foroished  for  the  memorial  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  from  those  which  came  enclosed 
to  you. 

A.  I  famished  one,  and  am  not  certain  but  two, 
of  the  A.  B.  publications ;  and  I  furnished  Nos.  1 
and  2  of  the  documents  annexed  to  the  memorial. 
My  impression  is  that  these  are  all  which  I  fur- 
nished. 

d.  You  state  that  the  seal  of  the  envelope  which 
was  handed  to  you  had  been  broken.  Were  the 
papers  within  it  sealed  up  and  directed  to  you? 

A.  They  were  not.  I  received  six  or  seven 
newspapers  and  documents  directed  immediately 
to  myself,  but  the  memorial  was  not. 

Q^  What  motive  did  Mr.  Edwards  state  to  you 
for  sending  the  memorial  toyou  indirectly? 

A.  He  expressed  none.  The  memorial  and  the 
letter  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  came  in  the 
same  envelope.  D.  P.  COOK. 


Jeremiah  Elkine  twm^  on  the  part  of  Mr,  Crawford. 

m 

Qp.  Had  you  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards 
about  the  A.  B.  publications  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  him  allude  to  those  publica- 
tions, and  mention  his  being  charged  with  the  aa- 
thorship  of  them. 

Q.  State  what  took  place  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  an  article  in  the  RichiMnd  £a- 
pnrer  which  led  to  the  remark  I  heard  him  make, 
in  which  article  it  was  stated  that  ^  Mr.  Edwards, 
of  A.  B.  plot  memory,"  or  words  to  that  effect, 
had  been  nominated  by  the  President  as  Minister 
to  Mexico.  Mr.  Eldwards  observed  that  he  was 
not  the  author  of  those  publications ;  or,  as  I  think 
the  expression  was,  that  he  was  no  more  the  au- 
thor than  the  editor  of  the  Enquirer  himself. 

Q^  by  Mr.  Cook.  Where  and  when  did  this  con- 
versation take  place  ? 

A.  It  was  at  Mrs.  Q^ueen's  boardinff*house,  and 
during  the  dependency  of  Mr.  Edwards's  nomina- 
tion before  the  Senate.  I  cannot  recollect  the 
particular  day. 

d.  Was  any  other  person  present  at  this  con- 
Tersation  ? 

A.  Probably  there  were  others  present.  I  think 
it  was  either  at  dinner,  or  during  the  time  that 
the  boarders  were  coming  in  to  dinner.  Mr.  Ed- 
wards inquired  whether  any  gentleman  took,  or 
had  seen  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  that  he  under- 
stood there  was  in  it  an  article  to  the  effect  stated 
above,  and  then  made  the  remark  relative  to  it 
which  I  have  mentioned. 

CI.  Can  you  remember  in  what  part  of  Mrs. 
Aueen's  house  he  then  had  his  room  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

d.  Did  General  Noble  then  board  there  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  about  the  time  General  Noble 
came  there — probably  within  a  day  or  two  before 
or  after.    Of  this,  however,  I  am  not  certain. 

Ct.  Do  you  remember  having  any  conversation 
with  General  Noble  about  that  article  in  the  Rich- 
mond Enquirer,  before  the  presentation  of  Mr.  Ed- 
wards's memorial  ? 

A.  No.  I  might  have  had,  but  do  not  recollect 
any. 


d.  Had  you  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  in  wkick 
this  article  was  contained,  then  in  your  possession  1 

A.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  recollect  The 
Enquirer  was  taken  by  Mr.  Locke,  a  member  of 
Congress  from  Massachusetts^  who  then  lodged  at 
Mrs.  dueen's. 

d.  Did  you,  at  or  about  that  time,  hand  « 
show  that  paper  to  Greneral  Noble  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember.  Such  a  thing  might 
have  occurred  without  my  recollecting  ic. 

d-  Is  that  the  only  conversation  you  ever  hid 
with  Governor  Edwards  on  the  subject  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  other. 

JEREMIAH  ELKINS. 


WUness  again  caUad, 

d-  hy  Mr.  Cook.  Did  Mr.  Edwards,  in  makiof 
the  denial  you  have  referred  to,  use  the  words  ^A. 
B.  plot,''  or  -<A.  B.  publications  ?" 

A.  I  knew  of  no  difference  between  the  tva 
and  therefore  do  not  recollect. 

JEREMIAH  ELKINS. 


William  W,  Seaton  etocm,  on  the  part  of  Mr,  Ow- 

/Ofrf. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Did  yoo  ever  haie 
a  conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards,  relative  to  the 
authorship  of  the  A.  B.  publications  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Edwards  spoke  of  those  papers  lo 
me.  incidentally.  He  came  to  oar  office  to  hare, 
as  he  said,  a  free  and  frank  conversation.  It  wis 
the  first  time  he  had  been  there,  to  my  knowledft 
for  a  year.  It  was  during  the  pendency  of  his 
nomination  before  the  Senate  as  Minister  to  Mex- 
ico, and  some  time  before  Mr.  Crawford's  report 
was  made  to  Congress.  He  wished  to  know,  he 
raid,  if  we  would  publish  his  defence.  I  adted 
him  what  defence — a  defence  against  whom  ?  He 
replied,  that  he  expected  to  be  attacked,  and  wbea- 
ever  he  turned  upon  his  enemies,  be  generally  cot 
the  better  of  them,  (or  words  to  that  effect)  He 
further  said,  (and  this  I  remember  distinetiy,  for 
he  twice  or  thrice  r^ieated  it,)  that  when  he  com- 
menced, he  never  stopped  at  the  line  of  jost  retri- 
bution. I  answered  him,  that,  if  he  was  attacked 
in  our  paper,  he  should  have  the  free  use  of  it  to 
defend  himself;  that  if  he  was  attacked  any  where 
else,  he  should  have  the  same  rights  extended  if^ 
him  as  were  extended  to  all  other  citizens;  bat  be 
could  have  no  positive  promise  of  publicatioo. 
until  we  had  read  the  matter  which  he  wished 
published.  Passing  then  from  that  subject,  Gor- 
emor  Edwards  said  he  knew  that  we  had  tboogfat 
him  for  some  time  hostile  to  us,  on  account  of 
that  foolish  business  of  last  session,  (or  that  A.B. 
affair  of  last  session — I  do  not  recollect  whirb 

ghrase  he  used,)  but  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it 
Ir.  Qales  was  present  during  the  greater  part,  it 
not  the  whole,  of  this  conversation.  It  was  oa 
the  authority  of  this  conversation  alone,  that  we 
expressed  in  the  paper  our  belief  that  Mr.  Edwards 
was  not  the  author  of  the  A.  B.  publications. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Cook.  Had  you  not,  prefi- 
otts  to  this  conversation,  said  to  others  that  joa 
did  not  believe  Mr.  Edwards  was  the  aolhor  of 
the  A.  B.  publications  ? 
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Answer.  At  the  time  the  A.  B.  papers  appeared, 
it  did  not  strike  me  that  Mr.  Edwards  was  the 
aothor;  and  when  the  subject  was  cootioued  in 
tbeFraDkiio  Gazette,  after  Cooffress  had  adjourn- 
ed, and  Mr.  Edwards  eone  to  Illinois,  I  believed 
tbat  another  member  of  Congress  was  the  author. 
Soeh  beiog  my  impression,  I  may  have  stated 
it,  but  do  not  recollect  having  done  so.  But  the 
coDversation  with  Mr.  Edwards  was  the  only  au- 
tbority  beyond  conjecture  we  had  for  stating  that 
be  was  Dot  the  author ;  nor  should  we  have  pub- 
lished the  paragraph,  but  for  that  conversation. 

d  Can  you  say  distinctly  that  in  that  conver- 
axm  Mr.  Edwards  did  not  speak  of  an  imputed 
plot;  and,  in  saying  that  he  had  nothinff  to  do 
with  it,  that  he  did  not  refer  to  a  plot,  and  not  to 
tbe  publications  ? 

A.  I  do  not  distinctly  recollect  Governor  Ed- 
wards's language,  except  so  far  as  that  it  left  a 
strong  impression  on  my  mind  that  he  disclaimed 
faafing  any  thing  to  do  with  the  A.  B.  business. 
He  spoke  of  it  generally,  and  I  do  not  recollect 
that  he  made  the  distinction  referred  to  in  the  ques- 
tion DOW  put. 

Question  by  Mr.  Livingston.  When  you  sneak 
of  tbe  A.  B.  business,  the  A.  B.  plot,  and  the  A.  B. 
pablicatioDs,  do  yon  not  mean  the  same  thine? 

Answer.  In  applying  some  of  those  terms,  I  have 
iised  the  language  commonly  applied  to  them,  and 
onderstand  them  all  to  mean  the  same  thing. 

doestion  by  Mr.  Cook.  Was  not  the  word  plot. 
as  applied  to  the  subject,  first  used  in  the  National 
loteiligencer  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell.  It  has  frequently  been 
Qsed  io  tbe  National  Intelligencer ;  but  I  believe 
^at  epithet  was  applied  to  it  by  the  public  as  early 
ss  it  was  by  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Do  you  not  recol- 
lect that  in  the  conversation  which  I  had  with  you 
Md  Mr.  Gales,  I  stated,  that,  in  consequence  of 
certain  rumors  about  the  publications  of  A.  B., 
^d  what  had  been  stated  in  your  paper  about  an 
A.  B.  plot,  tbat  I  might  find  it  necessary  to  say 
wmething  about  yourselves^  and  show  that  there 
^s  DO  A.  B.  plot  in  the  case  at  all — or  words  to 
^at  effect  ?    And  did  not  Mr.  Gales  reply  1 

Answer.  Such  a  remark  may  have  been  made, 
hot  1  cannot  call  it  to  my  recollection.  As  it 
^^  Mr.  Gales  replied  to  the  remark,  it  b  possi- 
ble it  was  addressed  to  him ;  and  on  this  account 
Iniay  not  particularly  have  noticed  it. 

^  In  saying  (as  you  have  done)  that  I  inti- 
mated tbat  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  A.  B. 
^£iir,  did  you  not  consider  me  as  rather  alluding 
^  any  effects  it  might  have  upon  you,  than  upon 
others? 

A.  Your  object  at  the  time  appears  to  me  to 
bare  been  to  remove  any  impression  of  your  en- 
tertaining feelings  of  hostility  to  us ;  but  the  con- 
corrent  impression  which  you  conveyed  to  my 
QUDd  was,  that  you  were  not  the  writer  of  the 
A.  B.  nablications. 

Q^  Was  not  this  an  inference  of  your  own,  from 
jl^  general  scope  of  the  conversation,  rather  than 
trom  any  expressions  of  mine? 

A.  Your  exact  language  I  do  not  remember. 


I  can  only  speak  with  certainty  of  its  effect  upon 
my  mind,  which  is  as  I  have  stated.  We  thought 
the  denial  clear^  because  that  was  the  "  good  rea- 
son" spoken  of  m  our  paragraph,  which  we  stated 
ourselves  to  be  in  possession  of,  for  not  believing 
you  to  be  the  author. 

Q,.  Did  I  not  expresslv  state,  in  connexion  with 
the  conversation  about  the  A.  B.  afiair,  that  I  had 
no  intention  of  injuring  you? 

A.  I  think  not ;  because  that  would  have  been 
a  virtual  admission  that  you  were  the  author-* 
and  we  understood  you  to  deny  beinfi^  so. 

Q.  Do  you  not  recollect  my  making  tbe  fol- 
lowing remark — that  I  never  was  the  aggressor  in 
any  controversy,  and  never  would  b#;  but  tbat 
when  attacked,  I  did  not  know  that  I  always  stop- 
ped at  the  just  bounds  of  retribution? 

A.  Of  this  remark,  I  remember  distinctly  only 
that  part  which  I  have  already  stated;  but  the 
residue  may  have  been  expressed  by  you  in  con- 
nexion with  it. 

Q,.  In  Mr.  Dickins's  testimony,  he  mentioned 
you  as  having  procured  the  copying  of  some  of  the 
bank  correspondence.  By  whom  was  this  copy- 
ing executeo,  and  under  what  circumstances  ? 

A.  Being  informed  last  Fall,  by  Mr.  Little,  of 
this  city,  that  he  should  be  glad  to  obtain  from 
some  or  the  public  ofllces  some  clerical  employ- 
ment to  fill  up  his  leisure  time,  and  knowing  that, 
in  times  of  pressure,  writinpr  was  given  out  by 
some  of  the  public  omces,  I  in<)oired  of  Mr.  Dick- 
ins,  in  the  month  of  October  last,  if  there  was,  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  any  extra  writing  he 
could  give  out.  He  mentioned  that  the  voluminous 
bank  correspondence,  called  for  by  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  was  more  than  the  clerks  in  the  office 
could  get  ready,  and,  as  others  were  employed  on 
it  out  of  the  office,  if  I  knew  of  any  trust-worthy 
person,  he  would  give  him  a  part  or  it  to  do.  On 
my  vouchinj;  for  tbe  integrity  of  the  gentledlin 
mentioned,  Mr.  D.  gave  me  a  bundle  of  the  letters, 
which  he  wished  might  be  copied  without  delay, 
as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  anxious  to 
transmit  the  correspondence  to  Congress  early  in 
the  session.  These  letters  were  transcribed  in 
three  or  four  weeks  and  rettirned.  Soon  aAer, 
Mr.  Dickins  called  on  me,  and  said  he  was  afraid 
the  other  persons  would  nut  be  able  to  e&  the 
remainder  of  the  letters  copied  in  time,  and  asked 
me  if  the  same  gentleman  would  undertake  some 
more.  He  left  another  bundle  with  me,  which 
were  also  copied.  On  their  being  returned,  I  in- 
quired if  he  could  tell  me  how  soon  the  correspon- 
dence would  be  sent  in.  He  could  not  say,  as 
there  was  yet  much  of  the  correspondence  re- 
maining to  be  transcribed.  I  told  him  the  same 
gentleman,  and  one  or  two  others,  also,  would  be 
glad  of  as  much  writing  as  they  could  get.  I  then 
received  from  Mr.  Dickins  a  third  large  bundle  of 
the  letters,  and  they  were  immediately  put  in 
hand.  I  afterwards  received  several  messages 
from  Mr.  Dickins  to  hurry  tbe  copying,  as  the 
Secretary  was  very  impatient  to  send  the  corres- 
pondence to  Congress,  and  as,  after  the  copying 
should  be  completed}  it  would  take  much  time  to 
compare  the  transcripts  with  the  originals.    To- 
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ward  the  latter  part  of  the  copying,  I  received, 
every  day,  a  message  from  Mr.  Dickins,  arging 
despatch,  as  all  the  rest  of  the  copying  was  fin- 
ished, and  he  was  so  importanate  to  have  it  done, 
that  I  was  induced  to  obtain  for  Mr.  Little  the  aid 
of  an  additional  person.  The  precise  time  that 
this  copyinff  was  completed,  I  do  not  remember, 
bat  it  was,  I  think,  some  time  in  March. 

W.  W.  8EAT0N. 


CharUs  H,  W.  Wharton  swomy  on  the  part  qf  Mr. 

Crawford. 

daestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Have  you  ever  had 
a  conversation  with  Mr.  Edwards  about  the  au- 
thorship of  the  A.  B»  publications  ?  If  yes,  relate 
it. 

Answer.  Yes.  I  have  had  a  conversation  with 
him  on  that  subject  in  December  or  January  last, 
at  his  lodgings,  at  Mrs.  Clueen's.  Mr.  £.  said  he 
was  not  the  author  of  the  A.  B.  plot,  that  he  did 
not  know  any  thing  about  it. 

d.  In,  what  manner  was  this  denial  made, 
and  in  what  words,  so  far  as  you  can  recollect  ? 

A.  The  manner  appeared  to  be  solemn ;  the  ex- 
pressions were — "  He  would  be  d  d  if  he  knew 
any  thing  about  that  d -d  A.  B.  plot." 

d.  How  came  he  to  say  any  thing  about  the 
A.  B.ploti 

A.  i  called  upon  Mr.  Edwards  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  recommendations  to  the  different 
Secretaries  of  the  Departments  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  for  myself  a  clerkship.  He  stated  that 
he  was  intimately  acquainted  with  all  of  them, 
and  could  give  letters  to  all  of  them,  except  Mr. 
Crawford,  and  a  letter  to  him  would  do  no  good, 
for,  (to  use  his  own  expressions)  that  he  and  Mr. 
Crawford  "  did  not  set  horses  together  ;"  "  that 
Mr,  Crawford  was  under  a  belief  that  he  was  the 
atthor  of  the  d  d  A.  B.  plot,  the  authorship  of 
which  he  disavowed  \  and  he  concluded  by  saying 
that  he  considered  Mr.  Crawford  a  very  clever 
and  honorable  man. 

Q,,  by  Mr.  Cook.  Are  you  certain  that  Mr. 
Edwaros.  in  speaking  of  an  A.  B.  plot,  did  not 
say  that  ne  knew  nothing  of  any  plot  1 

A.  I  have  correctly  stated  the  conversation  as 
it  occurred. 

C.  H.  W.  WHARTON. 


/oAn  S.  Batihour^  of  iht  Hmue  of  Repruentatwee^ 
9wom,  at  the  rspMt  of  Mr^  Edwards, 

Question  by  Mr.  Cook.  Have  you  had  any  con- 
versation witn  Mr.  Noble  on  the  subject  of  a  con- 
versation held  between  him  and  Mr.  Edwards, 
relative  to  the  authorship  of  the  A.  B.  publica- 
tions ?  if  so,  please  to  state  what  that  conversation 
was. 

A.  I  will  relate  the  circumstances  under  which 
such  conversations  were  held.  Shortly  after  the 
communication  of  the  addresses  of  Governor  Ed- 
wards, I  read,  with  two  members  of  the  Kentucky 
delegation,  a  letter  printed  in  the  Richmond  En- 
quirer, in  which  Governor  E.  is  said  to  have  de- 
clared to  Mr.  Noble  that  he  was  not  the  author  ot 
those  publications  signed  A.  B.,  and  that,  in  con- 


sequence of  such  disavowal,  Mr.  NoUe  had  voted 
to  confirm  his  appointment  in  the  Senate.  I  felt 
anxious  to  know  whether  such  disavowal  hid  boa 
made  for  such  a  purpose.  Under  the  inflaeoc«of 
that  anxiety,  I  met  with  General  Noble  Id  tbis 
Capitol,  and  heard  him  say  that  such  wasoottbe 
fact;  that  Ghivemor  E.  had  disavowed  theiotbor* 
ship  of  those  publications ;  that  it  bad  no  coooex- 
ion  with  his  vote,  as  he  was  his  friend,  and  sbooid 
have  voted  for  the  confirmation  of  his  appoiot- 
ment  in  any  event. 

€t.  Did  General  Noble  say,  at  that  time,  thtt 
he  did  not  believe  that  disavowal  was  inteoded  to 
have  any  effect  upon  the  nomination  of  Goreraor 
Edwards? 

A.  All  that  I  know  of  it  is  embodied  is  or 
answer  to  the  first  interrogatory. 

Q^  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  Idi. 
Elkins  on  the  same  subject  ?  if  so,  please  stite 
what  It  was,  and  when  ? 

A.  I  think  at  some  period  of  tioM,  shortly  afterik 
address  of  Governor  Edwards  was  presented  to  ^ 
House,  and  after  the  pubKcation  in  the  Eoqoirer, 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  Mr.  Elkins  informed  oe 
in  a  conversation,  sought  by  myself,  that  he  bad 
heard  Governor  fi.  incidentally  remark,  opon  reni- 
ing  this  article  in  the  Enquirer,  in  which  be » 
spoken  of  as  ^  Ninian  Edwards  of  A.  B.  plci 
memory,"  that  he  was  no  more  the  author  oftbi: 
plot  than  the  Editor  of  the  Enquirer — ^I  speak  witk 
more  preciseness  of  the  conversation  with  Ml 
Elkins  than  of  that  with  General  Noble. 

JNO.  S.  BARBOUR. 


Thomas  H.  Btnton,  (f  the  SenaUy  svom,  en  ike  pan 

of  Mr,  Crawf&rdm 

duestiott  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Were  you  not  weO 
acquainted  with  the  connexion  of  Mr.  Edwtrds 
with  the  Bdwardsville  Bank  ? 

Answer.  From  ^neral  report  only.  I  nefo 
did  any  business  with  him  in  that  chartcter. 

QL  Do  you  know  that  he  has  made  efforts,  froa 
the  establishment  of  the  institution  till  its  failure. 
to  keepup  its  credit  with  the  public ? 

A.  what  I  know  personally  is  the  peblicstioo 
in  the  St.  Louis  Enquirer,  of  which  I  wis  an 
editor. 

^  Do  you  know  whether  the  statenwots  ia  that 
publication  are  correct? 

[To  this  question  Mr.  Cook  objected.  The 
Committee  decided  that  it  might  be  put] 

A.  I  very  well  remember  my  opinion  at  thetioe 
the  publication  was  made.  It  was.  that  the  pah* 
lication  would  give  a  credit  to  the  benk,  to  vhtcb 
it  was  not  entitled.  In  conformity  with  tbai 
opinion,  and  from  no  other  motive  than  to  cooa^' 
ervail  the  effect  of  that  publication,  I  wrote  ta 
article,  which  was  published  either  in  the  saioe 
paper,  or  in  one  next  succeeding,  (but  I  think  toe 
same,)  in  which  I  gave  some  of  the  ressow  wbiea 
induced  me  to  believe  that  the  bank  was  not  ea- 
titled  to  the  credit  which  Mr.  E.  gave  to  it  in  his 
publication.  I  have  not  seen  that  article  siacC} 
out  the  facts  and  circumstances  rest  upon  ^ 
mind,  and  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  I  ui^ 
was. 
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^  What  were  the  fiicts  on  which  this  opinion 
was  formed. 

A.  The  first  was  one  leading  fact,  which  I  had 
from  general  report,  that  a  majority  of  the  stock 
Tu  held  by  two  or  three  stoekholdfers  who  were 
persons  of  little  or  no  property.    The  stockholders 
to  whom  I  allude  were  Mr.  Robert  Latham  and 
Geoerai  Payne,  the  latter  of  whom  was  reputed 
to  eorer  stock  for  the  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  &en- 
tocky.   Mr.  Latham  was  generally  reported  to  be 
the  iosoIveDt  partner  of  a  £rm  in  Keotacky^^I 
think  either  Latham  dc  Broad  head,  or  Latham  dc 
Morebead ;  and  that  he  was  insolvent  I  am  cer- 
tain, having  been  employed  as  a  lawyer  to  collect 
debts  from  nim.    The  Messrs.  Johnson  were  gen- 
erally reputed  to  be  in  bad  pecuniary  circumstances. 
The  stockholders  having  a  majority  of  the  stock, 
could  change  the  Directors  at  any  election.    This 
circomstance  deprived  the  bank  of  credit  in  my 
eres.  Another  circumstance  which  made  me  be- 
liefethat  the  publication  of  Mr.  Edwards  would 
^irethebank  a  credit  which  was  not  due  to  it,  was 
ussileace  upon  points  necessary  to  be  known,  such 
as  the  pecuniary  stability  of  several  of  the  Direc- 
tors. Mr.  Smithp  one  of  the  Directors,  of  whom 
I  high  character  is  given  in  that  publication,  was 
gcDeraily  reputed  to  be  without  property,  or  very 
neeotly  insolvent.    Dr.  Joseph  Bowers,  of  whom 
a  hizb  character  is  also  given,  was  a  speculator 
liteif  trrived  in  the  country,  claiming  and  talking 
of  mach  property,  but,  as  was  believed,  without 
solid  fonndation.     The  other  directors,  with  the 
ttception  of  two  or  three,  were  generally  reputed 
to  own  but  little  property,  and  to  hold  a  minority 
pf  the  stock.    Another  circumstance  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  bank,  was  my  belief  that  it  could 
Bot  do  a  business  which  would  defray  its  expenses 
sod  support  it,  owing  to  the  little  commerce  exist- 
ing in  the  place  where  it  was  established. 

Question  bv  Mr.  Cook.  You  state  that  Mr.  Ed- 
wards made  bis  publication  in  the  St.  Louis  En- 
quirer of  1819 ;  was  Mr.  Crawford  on  the  list  of 
iltose  to  whom  that  paper  was  statedly  sent  ? 
A.  Yes,  . 

^  At  the  time  you  spoke  of  the  character  of 
uM  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  and  its  claims  to  pub- 
lic credit,  did  you  know  aay  thing  of  its  actual 
(OBdidon  ? 
A.  I  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  its  afikirs ; 

^  opioions  were  bottomed  on  general  current  re- 
port. 

^  Did  you  not,  about  the  same  time,  write  to 
»e  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  strong  ob- 
l^oas  to  the  claims  of  this  bank  upon  his  confi- 
dence, and  that  of  the  public  ? 

A.  I  did  so,  some  time  before,  soon  after  the  bank 
fwt  into  operation. 

Q^  Did  you  receive  any  reply  from  the  Secre- 
^fy  on  that  subject,  by  which  you  ascertained 
bat  he  bad  received  your  letter  ? 

A.  1  did ;  and  he  stated  that,  availing  himself 
)f  ibe  permission  expressed  in  my  letter  to  show 
't  to  whomsoever  it  concerned,  he  had  shown  it 
^  Mr.  Edwards  and  Colonel  Johnson. 

Q.  Were  you  at  that  time  a  Director  of  the 
^nkofMisaouri? 


A.  I  was  not  till  long  after,  say  two  years  or 
more. 

€1.  About  this  time,  however,  did  you  not  make 
communications    in  your  paper  to  the  public, 
stroogly  supporting  the  claims  of  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  to  the  public  confidence  1 

A.  I  made  very  few,  if  any ;  I  do  not  now  re- 
member one. 

d.  Was  it  not  your  opinion,  that  that  bank  was 
entitled  to  confidence  1 

A.  It  was,  most  decisively.  After  my  first  ar- 
rival at  Washington  City,  in  1820, 1  had  spoken 
to  Mr.  Crawford  in  fkvor  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri. 
After  that  bank  had  stopped  payment,  and  resolu- 
tions had  been  submitted  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, upon  the  subject  of  its  failure,  and  of 
the  public  deposite  in  it,  myself  and  Mr.  Scott, 
representative  from  Missouri,  went  to  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, and  offered  to  give  him,  in  writing,  the  pre- 
vious statements  which  we  had  made,  verbally, 
in  favor  of  the  bank.  Mr.  Crawford  declined  re- 
ceiving any  statement  from  us.  His  precise  words 
I  do  not  remember,  but  he  declined  taking  from 
us  any  thing  like  vouchers  to  shield  him  from  re- 
sponsibility, stating,  I  think,  that  the  correspond- 
ence would  show  that  eveiV  thing  was  fair,  and 
that  he  had  proceeded  on  sufficient  grounds. 

d.  Whieh  bank  first  failed  to  pay  specie  for  its 
notes,  the  Bank  of  Missouri  or  the  Bank  of  £M- 
wardavilie? 

A.  The  Bank  of  Missouri.  But  I  have  been 
informed  and  believe,  that  the  Bank  of  Missouri 
had  assets  at  the  time  of  its  stoppin|;  specie  pay- 
ment^ to  an  amount  beyond  the  claims  upon  it; 
that  It  has  settled  all  these  claims,  either  by  pay- 
ing them  or  securing  them  to  be  paid,  while  the 
Bank  of  Edwardsville  has  neither  paid  or  secured 
its  debt  to  the  United  States. 

Qi.  At  what  time  were  you  employed  to  collect 
debts  against  Mr.  Latham  ? 

A.  Mme  time  before  I  came  to  Congress,  in 
1880. 

Q^  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  that  General 
Payne  is  reputed  to  be,  and  do  you  not  lielieve 
him  to  be,  amongst  the  wealthiest  men  in  Ken- 
tucky ? 

A.  I  have  always  understood  that  he  was  a  man 
of  large  property ;  but  the  general  report  was,  that 
the  shares  in  his  name  were  really  the  property  of 
the  Messrs.  Johnsons. 

Q^  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know  or  believe  that 
the  Messrs.  Johnsons  were  at  that  time  also  coi)- 
sidcred  amon^  the  wealthiest  men  in  Kentucky? 
A.  All  the  information  which  I  had  upon  the 
subject^  represented  them  to  be  eogao^ed  in  lar^ 
and  critical  moneyed  enterprises,  and  that  their 
pecuniary  credit  was  most  uncertain. 

Q^  Do  you  not  know  that  Robert  Pogue,  an- 
other Director  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  was 
at  that  time  engaged  in  larjee  mercantile  concerns, 
and  of  unsuspected  credit? 

A.  I  knew  Mr.  Pogue  as  a  merchant,  and  his 
credit  and  standing  were  very  good. 

QL.  William  Kinney,  Joseph  Conway,  and  Abra- 
ham Pricket,  were  also  Directors.  Were  not  these 
gentleman  all  at  that  time  of  high  respectability, 
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and  of  considerable  unencambered  property,  so  far 
as  your  knowledge  extends? 

A.  I  knew  them  all  personally.  Mr.  Kinney 
was  always  represented  to  me  as  a  person  of  con- 
siderable property.  I  never  heard  the  others  so 
spoken  or.  1  know  nothing  about  the  encum- 
brances on  any  of  their  estates.  They  were  all 
respectable. 

Q^  Dr.  .Joseph  Bowers,  another  Director,  is 
spoken  of  by  Mr.  Edwards  as  a  gentleman  of  re- 
spectability. Was  not  that  his  general  character 
at  that  period  7 

A.  It  was.  But,  my  objection  to  Goremor  Ed- 
wards's publication  was,  its  omitting  to  speak  of 
the  pecuniary  circumstances  of  the  directors  and 
stockholders. 

Qm  Were  the  directors  and  stockholders  liable 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  stock  paid  in  1 

A.  The  Bank  of  Edwardsville  was  an  incor- 
porated bank,  and  I  suppose,  of  course,  they  were 
not 

Q^  What  was  the  conversation  you  had  with 
Greneral  Noble,  which  induced  you  to  write  the 
letter  in  the  Richmond  "Enquirer,"  in  relation 
to  that  conversation? 

A.  I  had  two  conversations  with  Mr.  Noble, 
upon  the  subject  of  his  conversation  with  Mr. 
Edwards.  The  first,  soon  after  the  appearance  of 
Mti  Edwards's  address.  It  occurred  accidentally, 
while  passing  each  other  in  the  larse  circular 
room,  m  the  centre  of  the  Capitol.  It  was  very 
short.  I  was  ffoing  in  haste  into  the  Senate 
Chamber.  Eitner  replying  to  a  question  from 
me,  or  from  some  other  person,  for  there  were 
several  passing  at  the  same  timc^  Mr.  Noble  said 
that  Mr.  Edwards  had  declared  that  he  was  not 
the  author  of  the  A.  B.  publications,  and  that  he 
had  supported  him  in  the  Senate.  In  repeating 
that  conversation,  I  reported  it,  and  in  writing  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Kichmond  "  Enquirer"  the  letter 
in  question,  I  represented  it  as  if  Mr.  Noble  had 
voted  for  Mr  E.  in  consequence  of  that  disavowal. 
It  was  the  construction  which  I  put  upon  the  tup- 
port  which  he  had  ffiven.  I  was  not  in  the  Senate 
during  the  time  that  Mr.  E.'s  nomination  was 
pending.  A  week  or  two  afterwards,  and  when 
there  occurred  some  leisure  in  the  Senate,  and  in 
consequence  of  suggestions  that  Mr.  Edwards  had 
only  denied  the  authorship  of  the  A.  B.  publica 
tions  by  way  of  avoiding  an  improper  curiosity,  I 
asked  Mr.  Noble  whether  he  had  made  inquiries 
of  Mr.  Edwards  which  led  to  the  disavowal? 
Mr.  Noble  then  stated  to  me  particularly  his  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Edwards.  He  said  that  the 
disavowal  was  wholly  voluntary  on  the  part  ot 
Mr.  Edwards;  that  he  had  pledged  his  honor  that 
he  was  not  the  author  of  the  A.  B.  publications, 
but  Mr.  Noble  had  intended  to  vote  for  him  before 
he  heard  this  disavowal;  that  he  had,  before  hear- 
ing it,  made  a  motion  in  the  Senate  to  take  up  his 
DomiQation ;  that  Mr.  Edwards,  in  that  same  con- 
versation, spoke  honorably  of  Mr.  Crawford;  spoke 
well  of  his  management  of  the  finances,  and  of 
his  relief  to  the  Western  debtors.  The  second 
and  full  conversation  was  the  same  as  has  been 
detailed  before  the  committee  by  Mr.  Noble  in  his 


testimony.  The  first  was  short  and  imperfect, 
and  so  slight,  that  Mr.  Noble  with  difficolty  cooy 
recollect  it  when  I  have  since  mentioned  it  to 
him. 

d.  Do  you  not  know,  that  the  represeDiitioss 
which  you  have  staled  were  made  by  you  to  tke 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  against  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville,  were  contradicted  by  those  of  Mr. 
Edwards  and  Colonel  Johnson  ? 

A.   I  do  not  know  that  they  were. 

THOMAS  H.  BENTON. 


Abraham  Bradley ,  jvmor,  twom,  on  &k  part  of  Mi. 

Crawfopdm 

d.  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  In  October,  1819,  vk. 
was  the  shortest  time  in  which  a  letter  ooU 
come  by  the  mail  from  Edwardsville  to  Wask- 
ingtoo  ? 

I  have  examined  the  contracts,  and  am  oDibie 
to  state. 

Qm  Could  a  letter  have  come^  at  that  tiaie,ii 
less  than  twenty  days  ? 

A.  It  is  difllcult  to  answer  with  certaiotj ;  k; 
according  to  my  best  information,  I  should  st^c 
could  not. 

Q^  Have  you  made  out  a  list  of  the  mi^i^ 
and  departures  of  the  mail  between  this  city  asc 
Edwardsville  ?  Is  the  paper  now  shown  to  rot 
such  a  list  ?  and  is  it  made  out  according  to  bf 
best  information  you  possess  ? 

A.  It  is.  I  have  made  it  out  from  thecoDtne& 
in  ail  its  items,  saving  one,  and  that  I  hare  sisi^i 
from  the  advertisement  of  the  Post  Office  Df 
partment,  for  a  contract  which  is  the  route  £'0Bj 
Wheeling  to  Louisville.  The  mail  takesaloDg^l 
time  to  come  from  Edwardsville  than  to  go  tbert 

Q^  Do  the  dates  on  the  bills  of  the  mails  sa;| 
which  appear  in  the  quarterly  returns,  ascetttij 
the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  mails?  | 

A.  They  always  ought  to  do  so. 

ABM.  BRADLEY,  Jr 


Lid  of  departurti  and  omools  a/  the  maU  heteti 
WaekinffUm  emd 


[Arrangement  mails  1818  and  1619.] 

Washington  —  Leave  Sunday.  Tuesdaf,  ul 
Thursday,  at  2  a.  m. ;  arrive  Monday,  Wedoesdqs| 
and  Friday,  at  10  p.  m." 

Fredericktown  —  arrive    Sunday,    Tai 
Thursday,  at  2  p.  m.;  leave  Monday,  Wedn 
Friday,  at  10  a.  m.:   Leave  Sunday,  Tue^i^ 
Thursday,  at  3  p.  m. ;  arrive  Monday,  Weds* 
day.  Friday,  at  9  a.  m. 

Cumberland — arrive  Monday,  WedoesdavJA 
day,  at  8  p.  m  ;  leave  Saturday,  Tuesday,  thu* 
day,  at  3  a.  m. :  Leave  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Saiv 
day,  at  9  a.  m. ;  arrive  Friday,  Monday,  Wedatf 
nesday,  at  8  p.  m. 

Brownsville — arrive  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Sa 
urday,  at  8  p.  m. ;  leave  Friday,  Mooday.  ^'4 
nesday,  at  4  a.  m. :  Leave  Wednesday,  Fridil 
Monday,  at  3  a.  ro.;  arrive  Thursday,  Saiordal 
Tuesday,  at  9  p.  m.  ] 

Wheeling— arrive  Wednesday,  Friday,  Mail 
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Com*  e/Ninian  Edwardi, 


dftf}it4  p.  m.;  letve  Thnraday,  Saturdar,  Tues- 
da?,  it  8  a.  m.:  Leave  Wednesday,  Monday, 
Friday,  it  5  p.  m. ;  arrive  Thursday,  Saturday, 
Toesday,  at  7  a.  m. 

Sbelbyville— arrive  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Satur- 
day, at  10  a.  m.;  leave  Friday,  Mondav,  Wed- 
Msday,  at  2  p.  m. :  Leave  Tuesday,  Thursday, 
Saturday,  at  11  a.  m. ;  arrive  Friday,  Monday, 
Wednesdav,  at  1  p.  m. 

LouisTiite-^rrive  Tuesday,  Thursdar,  Satur^ 
day,  at  8  p.  m. ;  leave  Friday,  Monday,  Wednes- 
day, at  9  a.  m. 

BairdstowQ— arrive  Tuesday  at  8  p.  m. ;  leave 
Wtdaesd^j  at  5  a.  m. :  Leave  Wednoday  at  5 
i.m.;  arrive  Tuesdajr  at  8  p.  m. 

Shawneetown — arrive  Saturday  at  10  a.  m.; 
leare  Saturday  at  2  p.  m. :  Leave  Saturday  at  2 
p.  m.;  arrive  Saturday  at  10  a.  m. 

Kaskaskia  —  arrive  Tuesday  eveninc; ;  leave 
Wednesday  morQing:  Leave  Wednesday  at  6 
a.m.;  arrive  Tuesdav  at  6  p.  m. 
Cabokja— arrive  Thursday  at  2  p.  m.;  leave 
Monday  morning :  Leave  Thursday  at  3  p.  m. ; 
arrive . 

MtdisoD  Courthouse,  or  Edwardsville— -arrive 
[bo  time j]  leave  [no  time — cannot  find  contract.] 

^nd/ramih^  Itt  page  of  the  original  "Accwni  of 
tie  nails  tent  from,  the  Post  Office  at  Edwards- 
»i&,"  for  the  quarter  beginning  the  1st  October 

1819. 


-c 

■  ■a 


iai9. 

Oct». 


I 


To  what  office  ilie  iMtan 
wera  ■enl. 


9 

s 


13 
16 


30 


Ooloooda,  niinoU 
Brownsville  • 
English  Prmiri« 
Cape  Girardeau 
Waterloo,  Illinois 
Kdwmrds  city 
BlTira,  Illinois 
Southward    - 
Frsnklio,  H.  T. 
Eastward 
Ksakaskim 
BellTille,  Ulinoii 
8t  Lonia 
NssbvUle 
8t  Genevieve 
8t.  Lonia,  M.  T. 
8L  Michael  - 
Albion,  Illinois 
Carmi*  Illinois 
New  Haven  - 
Nashvilla       . 
Southward    - 
New  Orleans 
Eastward 
Ksskaskta     • 
BcIlvUle 
8l  Looia 
New  York    . 
St.  Lonia 


4 


0  ISi 
OlSi 
0  87 
OSO 
OlSi 

S50 
0  \%i 

27  47 
0  6S1 
0  06 
0  18 
0  25 
087 
0  06 
0  25 
0  12i 
0  37} 
OlSi 
0  25 
300 
060 

16  48 
0  12i 
0  12 
0  06 
026 
0  12 


I 


Abt.  ds. 


$0  18) 


160 


10 

• 

17 

• 

18 

69 

9 

1 

1 

The  within  is  a  true  extract  from  an  original 
paper,  headed  "Account  of  mails  sent  from  the 
post  oflSice  at  Edwardsville,  Illinois.  1819,"  fur- 
nished to  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  to  inves* 
tiffate  the  charges  preferred  asainst  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  by  Ninian  Edwards. 

S.  BURCH, 
Ch,  Clk,  House  of  Rqfresentaiives, 

June  16, 1824. 

George  Sweeny  swom^  on  the  part  of  Mr,  Crawford, 

d.  Are  you  a  clerk  in  the  City  Post  Office  ? 

A.  I  am. 

Q.  Look  at  the  post-mark  on  this  letter.  What 
is  the  date  there  marked  ? 

[Here  the  witness  was  shown  the  letter  from 
Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Ed- 
wardsville, dated  1st  November,  1819.] 

A.  The  day  appears  to  be  the  3d ;  out  of  what 
month  cannot  be  discovered. 

GEORGE  SWEENY. 


Washington,  Jviy  15, 1819. 

'DsAn  Colonel:   Yours  of  the  28th  ultimo 
came  to  hand  this  morning. 

The  circumstances  connected  with  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville,  as  developed  in  the  two  letters  of 
Governor  BUlwards,  submitted  by  you  to  my  pe- 
rusal, will  receive  due  consideration. 

I  am  much  surprised  at  the  contents  of  his  first 
letter  to  you.  I  am  gratified  with  the  explana- 
tion you  have  given  him  upon  that  subject.  With 
Grovernor  Edwards  I  had  no  personal  acquaint- 
ance before  last  Winter*  The  opinion  which  I 
had  formed  of  his  talents  and  integrity,  from  the 
official  correspondence  which  had  teen  carried  on 
between  us  both  in  the  War  and  Treasury  De- 
partments, has  been  confirmed  by  personal  ac- 
quaintance. 

The  different  subjects  upon  which  he  had  oc- 
casion to  ask  my  opinion  or  decision,  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  were  fairly  and  candidly 
stated ;  his  comments  upon  them  were  judicious, 
and  it  afforded  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able,  after 
due  examination  and  reflection,  generally  to  coin- 
cide in  opinion  with  him. 

The  gentleman  who  has  stated  that  I  was  un- 
friendly to  Gk>vemor  EUiwards,  has  entirely  mis- 
taken my  feelings  and  motives  of  action.  Cer- 
tainly every  thing  which  occurred  between  the 
Governor  and  myself  was  decidedly  calculated  to 
inspire  feelings  of  a  very  different  character.  I 
had  erery  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  him,  and 
hope  that  nothing  occurred  on  my  part  to  produce 
dissatisfaction  with  him  with  any  part  of  my  con- 
duct I  believe  the  only  differei^ce  of  opinion  that 
occurred  between  us  was  in  relation  to  the  eligi- 
bility to  office  of  a  minor.  In  that  case,  it  would 
have  afforded  me  great  pleasure  to  have  thought 
with  him^  inasmuch  as  it  would  have  enabled  me 
to  have  aided  in  doing  an  act  highly  acceptable 
to  my  friend  Colonel  McKee.  My  inability  to 
concur  with  him  in  opinion  was  cause  of  regret, 
and  not  of  complaint.    I  had,  therefore,  no  possi- 
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Cau  of  NMm  Edmard$. 


Ue  cause  of  hostilitf  with  the  Gbrentor,  and  as- 
sore  yoa  that  I  n€7er  fait  aoy  thing  like  hostility 
to  him. 

I  remain,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect) 
your  friend  and  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Colonel  RicHABD  M.  Johnson. 

P.  S.  I  return  yoa  Gorernor  Edwards's  first 
letter. 


Misa  QiMMn  sworn,  at  ih»  requett  cf  Mr,  Edwardt, 

Cluestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  1  wish  you  to  state 
what  you  know  concerning  my  sickness  at  your 
house  after  my  removal  into  the  room  in  the  oack 
building  whicn  opens  on  the  balcony  1 

A.  I  Icnow  that  you  were  very  sick  while  you 
lodged  in  that  room,  so  ill  that  a  servant  was 
obliged  to  sit  up  with  you  every  nighL 

Cl.  How  long  do  you  think  that  I  continued  in 
that  situation  ?  do  you  suppose  it  was  two  weeks  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  time — I  should 
think  two  weeks,  but  cannot  be  certain. 

Qm  Do  you  recollect  how  long  it  was  after  Oen* 
eral  Noble  came  to  lodge  at  your  house  that  I  be- 
came so  sick  as  to  be  confined  to  my  room  ? 

A.  I  am  not  certain — but  think  it  was  two  days 
or  three — it  was  on  a  Tuesday  or  Wednesday. 

Q,.  Do  yoa  recollect  that  I  breakfasted  or  ained 
at  the  table  with  the  other  boarders  after  breakfast 
on  the  Monday  next  after  General  Noble  came  to 
your  house  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  you  did. 

d.  Was  it  not  in  consequence  of  my  indisposi- 
tion that  I  did  not  7 

A.  1  supfKNied  that  it  was. 

Q^  Was  not  my  room,  in  which  I  was  sick, 
one  of  the  remotest  back  rooms  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  back  building,  and  was  not  Mr.  Noble's 
the  front  room  on  the  fint  floor  of  the  front  baild- 
Ing? 

A.  Yes. 

QL,  Do  you  recoUect  my  being  rery  lame  after 
I  beghn  to  recover  ? 

A.  I  remember  your  wearing  socks  and  com- 
plaining of  pain/ 

Ci.  Do  yod  think  I  could  have  walked  from  my 
room  to  the  front  part  of  the  house  within  a  week 
after  my  being  taken  so  ill  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recoUect  seeing  yoa  do  so. 

CL  Was  not  your  room  Mjoining  mine;  and 
would  I  not  have  had  to  pass  by  your  room  to  get 
to  the  front  of  the  house  1 

A.  Yes. 

dnestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  You  have  answered 
that  you  do  not  recollect  that  Mr.  Edwards  dined 
with  the  other  boarders  after  breakfast  on  the 
Monday  next  after  General  Noble  came  to  board 
at  your  house :  do  you  recollect  that  he  did  not 
come  to  the  table  ? 

A#  I  do  not  recollect  seing  him  at  table  after 
that  time,  at  breakfast  or  tea  ;  I  do  not  go  to  the 
table  at  dinner,  but  I  do  at  breakfast  and  tea. 

Q.  When  did  Mr.  Noble  come  to  lodge  at  your 
house? 

A.  On  Saturday  the  2ist  of  February. 


^  And  yoo  thhik  it  was  on  the  Tncsdajn 
Wednesday  following  that  Governor  Edwiidt 
was  taken  so  sick? 

A.  Yes. 

Ciaestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Where  was  Gotr- 
nor  Edwards's  room  when  Mr.  Noble  first  cane 
to  lodge  at  your  house  1 

A.  it  was  the  front  room  on  the  first  floor,  tbe 
same  room  which  General  Noble  afterwaidi  oe- 
copied. 

Q^  When  did  Governor  Edw&rda  rase ve  to  tbr 
back  building  1 

A.  On  Sunday ;  the  next  day  after  Genail 
Noble  came. 

ELIZA  aUEEN. 


Addaide  Linddep  tworrij  at  the  rejmtt  of  Mr.B- 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Did  yoa  not  boiri 
at  Mrs.  Queen's  during  the  whole  of  the  itf 
Winter  ? 

A.  Yes. 

d.  What  do  you  know  concerning  my  beifii 
sick  there  after  I  removed  into  the  back  buildifi|  ^ 

A.  You  were  taken  sick  about  the  middle  a: 
the  week,  and  continued  confined  to  yoor  rooa 
I  should  think  about  a  fortnight. 

d.  Was  I  not  sick  previous  to  my  being  taku 
so  veryill  in  that  room  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Ci.  Do  you  recollect  my  eating  at  table  wii< 
the  other  lioarders  after  the  Monday  which  sv- 
ceeded  General  Noble's  coming  to  Mrs.  Qoeea S 
to  lodffe,  until  I  got  well  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  you  did. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Do  yoo  recollect  tia^ 
he  did  not  ? 

Answer.  I  was  never  al  table  saving  at  bietk- 
fast  and  tea. 

QL  Do  you  recollect  that  he  did  not  come  to 
table? 

A.  I  don't  know. 

ADELAIDE  LINDSLET. 


William  B»  Hodgmn  gwom,  at  the  rtfuut  of  i^ 

Edwards. 

duestionby  Mr.  Edwards.  Please  to  state  wb| 
you  know  about  my  being  sick  after  my  remorai 
to  the  room  in  the  back  building  at  Mrs.  ^oeeoi 

A.  I  recoUect  finding  you  frequently  very  i'^  ^ 
that  room,  when  I  visited  you  there,  so  macb  a 
as  to  be  confined  to  bed. 

Or.  How  soon  was  this  after  my  nominatioot 

A.  I  think  it  was  the  week  after  I  uoderstoi^ 
the  nomination  to  have  been  made,  and  I  beiiert 
on  Tuesday.  . 

Qm  Do  you  not  recollect  calling  on  that  dtf  ifid 
telling  me  that  you  understood  my  nomioatjaB 
had  not  on  that  day  been  taken  up  in  the  Seoaie 

A.  If  I  did  not  say  so  on  that  day, I  recoliectto 
have  made  the  observation  frequently  at  oim 
times  when  I  visited  you. 

a.  Do  you  recollect  that  I  told  yoo  that  Mr- 
Francis  Key  had  been  to  see  me  on  tne  day  before 
you  visited  me  ? 
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Case  of  Nwian  Eokxurdi, 


A.  I  tbiok  yoa  did. 

^DesdoD  brMr.  Forsyth.  Are  you  employed  in 

the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale  ? 
A.  I  hare  been  occasionally  employed  in  that 

office  to  translate  foreign  languages ;  but  I  am 

Dot  a  stated  clerk.    I  have  only  been  employed 

there  within  six  or  ^even  week.s  past. 
QjiestioQ  bv  Mr.  Forsyth.  Did  yon  visit  Gov-- 

enor  Edwards  before  he  removed  into  the  back 

room? 
Answer.  Yes. 
Qi.  At  what  time  ? 

A.  Oq  the  same  week  on  which  I  understood 

the  Domination  to  have  been  made. 

d  Hid  you  in  these  visits  any  conversation 
with  Governor  Edwards  on  the  subject  of  the 
aoioioatioa  ? 

A.  Yes. 

d  Did  he  speak,  in  these  conrersations,  of  an 
opposition  which  he  expected  to  his  nomination, 
uid  of  the  grounds  on  which  he  expected  it  would 
be  made? 

A.  The  opposition  waa  casually  spoken  of:  but 
Uo  Dot  recollect  that  any  special  grounds  for  it 
vere  stated  by  QoTeroor  Bdwards.  - 

<l  Did  he  say  any  thing  about  the  A.  B.  plot 
or  A.  B.  publications. 

A.  If  he  did  not,  I  mentioned  it. 

Q.  Please  to  state  what  passed  between  you  on 
that  subject. 

A.  1  h^  seen  it  mentioned  in  a  New  York 
P&per  that  Governor  E.  was  supposed  to  be  the 
tothor  of  these  A.  B.  publications;  this  I  men- 
tioDed  to  him.  At  that  time  nothing  positive  was 
Mid  bj  the  Governor  as  to  the  authorship ;  but,  at 
iiobseqQent  visit,  knowing  that  there  were  doubts 
Wertaioed  of  his  having  been  the  author,  to  sat* 
i^f  myself  I  asked  him  if  he  did  write  them.  He 
^ied, "  I  a<ither  confess  nor  deny.'- 

Q*  What  was  the  reason  of  your  frequent  in- 
tvcoorse  with  Governor  Edwards  on  this  subject  ? 

A.  Motives  of  friendship  and  interest. 

^  Has  there  been  a  former  connexion  or  ae* 
qoaiDUDce  between  you  aqd  Governor  Edwards  ? 

A.  Not  before  my  first  visits  to  him  at  Mrs. 
Hfleeo's.  I  was  an  applicant  to  be  appointed  his 
private  secretary. 

^  Were  yoa  so  appointed  ? 

A.  YesL 
^^  Are  yon  to  go  to  Mexico  with  Governor 
Edwards? 

A.  I  am  not ;  I  have  procured  other  employ- 

Bteat 

WILLIAM  B.  HODGSON. 


ftrmiah  NeUon,  of  the  Houte  of  IUpre$efU(U4vcs 
stpom,  at  the  request  of  Mr,  Edwards. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Please  to  state 
*bat  you  recollect  of  my  being  sick,  at  Mrs. 
keen's,  after  Mr.  Noble  came  to  lodge  there. 

Answer.  I  then  lodged  at  Mrs.  Queen's,  and 
Qiderstood,  from  several  members  of  the  familv, 
tbt  Governor  Edwards  was  very  sick.  I  should 
'^i&k  it  was  more  than  a  week  after  Mr.  Noble's 
comiog  there,  that  I  visited  Governor  Edwards, 


in  his  room.  He  was  then  verr  much  indisposed; 
but  I  do  not  know  whether  he  bad  or  had  not  been 
out  of  his  room  since  his  being  taken  sick. 

Question  bjr  Mr.  Forsyth.  When  you  visited 
him,  was  he,  in  your  opinion,  well  enough  to  go 
from  one  room  of  the  house  to  another? 

A.  I  cannot  tell.  He  often  went  out  when  I 
thought  that  a  person  so  sick  as  he  ought  not  to 
have  done  so. 

Q^  Have  you  not  known  him  to  be  out,  night 
or  day,  when  he  was  apparently  more  indisposed, 
than  he  appeared  to  you  to  be  at  the  time  ? 

A.  I  have  not. 

Question  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Do  you  recollect 
seeing  me  out  of  my  room  for  a  fortnight  after 
Mr.  Noble's  coming  there? 

A.  I  cannot  reemiect  whether  yoa  were  or  were 
not. 

Question  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Do  you  recollect 
whether  Mr.  Kd  wards  had  any  medical  attend- 
ance at  that  time  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  whether  he  had  or  had  not. 

JEREMIAH  NELSON. 


Asa  K  Hough  nsom,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

QpUestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Do  you  recollect 
to  have  se^  me  at  Mrs.  Ctueen's  after  I  occupied 
the  back  room  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Qi.  What  was  mr  situation  at  that  time  ? 

A.  You  were  stck  in  bed. 

Q,.  Do  you  recollect  at  what  time  this  was  ? 

A.  I  cannot  remember  the  precise  day.  It  was 
some  time  towards  the  latter  end  of  February.  I 
recollect  that  yoa  were  so  much  indisposed  that  I 
did  not  communicate  the  business  for  which  I  had 
come.  I  called  again,  some  time  afterwards,  but 
learning  that  you  were  still  confined  to  your  room, 
I  did  not  go  in. 

A.  E.  HOUGH. 


Henry  Washinfftan  Q^een  stDom,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Edwards. 

doestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Did  vou  lod^e  in 
the  same  house  with  me,  during  the  last  session  of 
Congress  ? 

Answer.    Yes. 

Q^  Please  to  state  what  vou  know  about  my  be- 
log  confined  to  my  room,  after  General  Noble  came 
there  to  lodge. 

A.  You  were  not,  during  your  illness,  at  that 
time,  ont  of  your  room,  to  my  knowledge,  after 
Wednesday,  while  Greneral  Noble  remained  there. 
I  am  under  the  impression  that  you  became  con- 
fined to  your  room  after  Tuesdav.  1  remember 
your  being  at  breakfast  on  the  Monday  morning 
previous.  I  do  not  recollect  your  being  out  of 
your  room  after  Thursday,  until  you  recovered. 

duestion  by  Mr.  Forsyth.  Wnat  enables  you 
to  fix,  with  so  much  certainty,  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday? 

A.  General  Noble  came  on  Saturday :  was  not 
at  breakfast  on  Sunday,  and  came  to  breakfast, 
for  the  first  time,  on  Monday,  in  company  with 
Governor  Edwards.  . 
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d.  Were  yoa  much  in  Go?ernor  Edwards's 
room  during  bis  confiDement? 

A.  I  was  several  times  there. 

QU  Do  you  know  bow  long  he  was  eonfied  to 
bed,  after  his  first  being  taken  so  ill. 

A.  I  do  not. 

H.  W.  aUEEN. 


John  C.  Rives  Moom,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Edwards, 

duestion  by  Mr.  Edwards.  Please  to  state  what 
yoa  know  of  my  indisposition,  while  1  was  in  the 
back  room,  at  Mrs.  dueen's. 

Answer.  I  know  that  you  were  sick  while  there, 
but  I  cannot  say,  eiactly,  at  what  time.  I  vis- 
ited you  between  the  beginning  and  middle  of 
March.  You  told  me  that  you  were  then  unwell, 
and  had  had,  on  the  day  before,  a  very  severe 

g:ue.    I  think  it  was  two  or  three  days  after  Mr. 
ubbard,  (Lieutenant  Governor  of  Illinois,)  was 
in  this  city.  ^ 

JOHN  C.  RIVES. 


IM  of  Bank  Notes  vhieh  will  he  recewedhythe  Bank 
of  Missouriy  according  to  the  letter  of  the  President 
of  that  Bank,  dated  the  9th  of  August^  1819. 

United  States  Bank  and  its  Branches. 

Bank  of  Missouri  and  Branch. 

Bank  of  Kentucky  and  its  Branches,  at  Louis- 
ville, Shelbyville,  Lexington,  and  Paris. 

Bank  of  Virginia  and  its  Branches,  at  Fred- 
ericksburg, Lynchburg,  and  Petersburg. 

Bank  of  Illinois,  at  Shawneetown. 

All  the  banks  in  New  Orleans,  Philadelphia. 
Baltimore,*  New  York,  and  District  of  Columbia,! 
whose  ^per  is  received  on  depositeatthe  United 
States  Bank  and  its  Branches. 

State  of  Illinois^  Madison  County,  ss. 

On  the  13th  day  of  May,  1824,  personally  ap- 
peared before  the  undersigned.  Justice  of  the  Peace 
m  and  for  said  county,  Thomas  Lippincott,  who, 
being  duly  affirmed  according  to  law,  deposes  that 
the  above  is  a  correct  copy  of  a  paper  found  on 
the  files  of  official  letters  m  the  Receiver's  Office, 
at  Ed  wardsville;  that  the  paper,  of  which  the  fore- 

going  is  a  copy,  was  folded  in  the  letter  of  the 
[on.  William  H.  Crawford,  of  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1819,  and  is  in  the  same  hand-writine  of  the 
letter  of  the  Hon.  William  H.  Crawford,  of  the 
6th  August,  1819. 

THOS.  LIPPINCOTT. 
Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me. 

HAIL  MASON,  J.  P. 


Treasurt  Department,  Aug,  6, 1819. 

Sir  :  Observing^  by  your  monthly  return,  end- 
ing on  the  30th  or  June,  that  there  remained  in 
your  hands  a  considerable  sum  of  the  public  mon- 
eys, I  wish  to  be  informed  why  the  same  was 


•  Except  the  "  City  Bank." 
t  Except  the  <•  Franklin  Bmnk"  and  the  •<  Mechan- 
ics^ Bank/'  both  of  Alexandria. 


not  deposited  in  bank,  in  conformity  with  the 
instructions  from  this  Department.  Heretofon, 
when  there  was  no  bank  in  yonr  vicinity,  all  ?a- 
sonable  allowance  was  made,  on  account  of  the 
difficulties  to  which  you  were  subjected  in  makia^ 
your  deposites;  but  now,  that  a  bank  has  beeoa- 
tablishcSd  in  your  place  of  residence,  there  cao  be 
no  longer  any  excuse  whatsoever  for  retaining  the 
public  money. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  dbc 

WM.  H-  CRAWFORD. 

Benjamin  Stephenson,  Esq. 
Receiver  of  Ptddic  Moneys,  EdwardsvUU, 

State  of  Illinois,  Madison  County,  ss. 

On  the  13th  day  of  May,  1824,  personally  ap- 
peared before  the  undersigned,  Justice  of  the  Pace 
in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  Thomas  Lippii- 
cott,  who,  being  duly  affirmed,  according  to  liv, 
deposes  that  the  above  is  a  correct  copy  of  alette 
found  by  the  de{|onent,  on  the  files  of  official  ki* 
ters  in  the  Receiver's  Office,  Bdwardaviiie;  that 
the  said  letter  appears  to  be  in  the  hnnd-writiig 
of  a  clerk,  but  with  the  proper  signature  of  tfae 
Hon.  William  H.  Crawford,  as  the  deponent  be- 
lieves, from  a  comparison  with  other  letters  re- 
ceivea  from  the  Treasury  Department. 

THOS.  LIPPINCOTT. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me. 

HAIL  MASON,  J.  P. 


Receiver's  Ofhcb, 
EdwardsviUe,  UL,  October  12, 1819. 

Sir  :  My  absence  from  thisplaee  on  a  necess^ 
ry  and  indispensable  visit  to  Kentucky,  has  pot  it 
out  of  my  power,  by  an  earlier  opportonitjr  tbas 
the  ensuing  mail,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yonr  letter  of  the  ftth  of  August  last,  in  whicli 
you  express  a  wish  to  be  informed  why  the  poUic 
money  in  my  hands  has  not  been  deposited  id  the 
bank  of  this  place,  in  conformity  with  your  in- 
structions. 

I  should  certainly  have  continued  to  make  the 
deposites  in  the  bank,  had  it  not  been  for  tout 
letter  of  the  9th  April,  in  which  your  requested  me 
to  pay  certain  bills  which  yoa  expected  to  be 
drawn  on  me  by  the  Indian  Agents  of  ChiogOi 
Green  Bay,  Michilimackiaac,  Fort  Wayoe,  tad 
Piqua;  at  the  same  time  apprizing  me  that  the 
sum  which  would  be  required  at  the  close  of  esci^ 
quarter  was  estimate^  at  eleven  thousand  doUsn> 

Knowing  that  if  I  deposited  the  mooey  in^ 
bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uoitn 
States,  I  could  not,  without  special  aatfaoritr, 
draw  it  out,  I  conceived  I  was  fulfilling  rf 
wishes  by  retaining  the  money  in  my  own  baods, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying,  when  presented,  t^ 
drafts  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  9th  Apnl.  i 
And  I  presume  that  the  same  construction  bas 
been  given  by  the  Receiver  of  Public  Mooep*' 
Kaskaskia,  to  a  similar  letter,  which  I  have  been 
informed  he  received  from  you,  as  he  also,  for  a 
considerable  time  past,  has  made  no  deposites  m 
the  bank* 
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As  foar  letter  of  the  6tb  Aofftist  makes  no  ref- 
ereoce  to  that  of  the  9th  of  April  preceding,  I 
sboold,  at  ail  erentB,  feel  somewhat  at  a  loss  how 
to  act;  bat  I  believe  I  should  make  the  deposiies 
were  it  not  for  other  considerations,  which  I 
feel  it  my  duty  previously  to  communicate  to 
yoQ. 

YoD  are  doubtless  apprized  of  the  hostility  of 
tlie  Bank  of  Missouri  and  citizens  of  St.  Louis 
towards  the  bank  of  this  place,  supposed  to  be 
fvoduced  in  consequence  of  certain  deposites  be* 
lag  withheld  from  that  bank  and  placed  in  this. 
h  leems  to  be  believed,  with  what  justice  I  do  not 
preleod  to  say,  that  their  object  is  to  destroy  this 
bink,  with  a  view  to  coerce  the  refraining  of 
the  deposites  in  that.  And  under  the  impression 
titat  (hef  employ  the  poblic  funds  for  the  purpose 
of  aeeompUshing  that  object,  stockholders  in,  and 
sereral  directors  of,  this  bank,  have,  in  disgust, 
either  withdrawn,  or  declared  their  intention  to 
witikdraw  from  any  further  concern  in  the  bank. 
Some  of  them  seem  even  willing  that  the  Bank 
of  Missouri  should  regain  the  deposites,  professing 
to  believe  it  would  be  the  readiest  means  of  caus- 
iof  the  State  pride,  and  public  feeling  of  this  and 
some  of  the  neighboring  states  to  react  upon  that 
iostjtotion  with  the  more  effect. 

la  this  state  of  thinss,  the  principal  part  of  the 
stockholders  have  decUned  paying  the  instalments 
that  otherwise  were  expected  to  be  paid  upon  their 
stock.  Two  of  the  directors  have  already  resign- 
ed)  others  talk  of  doing  so,  and  the  publication  of 
Goreroor  Edwards,  herewith  transmitted,  shows 
the  course  he  is  disposed  to  pursue, 

Thouffh  these  measures,  adopted  probably  with 
too  much  irritation,  may  not  produce  any  serious 
<Tils  to  the  bank,  and  I  hope  they  will  not,  yet  I 
M  that  they  impose  a  greater  responsibility  upon 
UK  than  I  am  willing  to  take  upon  myself,  with- 
out the  full  disclosure  of  the  whole  circumstances 
^  you,  and  such  instructions  as  you  may  think  fit 
^  give  thereupon. 

The  situation  of  the  bank  at  present  I  consider 
^  &vorable  as  coold  either  be  expected  or  desired. 
Aad  under  the  control  of  the  directors  who  have 
hitherto  had  the  management  of  it,  I  should  ap- 
preheud  no  kind  of  danger  to  the  public,  or  to 
ifldiriduals:  bnt  I  know  not  who  may  succeed 
those  that  have  resigned,  and  intend  to  resign,  nor 
who  may  be  eleeted  at  tne  next  annual  election, 
00  the  first  of  January  next  It  is  true  that  1  have 
tu)  tcason  to  apprehend,  nor  do  I  anticipate,  any 
^farorable  change  in  the  directory ;  but,  under 
^  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  would  not  wish 
|o  risk  the  renionsibility  of  making  the  deposites 
io  the  bank,  till  after  the  first  of  January  next, 
without  vooT  instructions,  given  upon  a  know- 
ledge of  the  &et8  above  disclosed. 

1  am  the  more  averse  to  doing  so,  from  the  dif- 
^ty  that  the  bank  must  constantly  encounter 
10  converting  Land  Office  notes  into  specie,  so  as 
to  be  prepared  at  all  times  to  meet  your  drafts ; 
lod  from  the  fear  that  those  drafts  may  fall  into 
^e  hands  of  persons  who,  under  the  influence 
^  Sl  Louis,  would  be  disposed  to  insist  upon 
^ie,  when  notes  would  answer  their  purposes 
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equally  well,  merely  for  ihe  purpose  of  harassing 
and  distressin|^  the  \)ank. 

In  fact,  while  such  a  variety  of  notes  are  receiv-  . 
able  for  pablic  lands,  and  specie  so  much  in  de- 
mand, I  do  not  consider  it  any  advantage  to  the 
bank  to  receive  the  deposites  on  terms  that  subject 
it  to  the  payment  of  cash  as  often  as  you  find  it 
necessary  to  draw  for  it,  unless  the  times  of  pay- 
ment could  be  fixed  uoon  at  certain  rejgular  pie- 
riods,  that  would  afford  ample  opportunity  for  the 
necessary  preparation.  The  land  offices  now 
receive  but  little  money  of  any  kind.  This  con- 
sists of  notes  on  such  a  variety  of  banks,  so  re- 
motely situated  from  each  other,  that  it  must  be  a 
considerable  time  before  the  notes  upon  any  bank 
would  accumulate  sufficiently  to  bear  the  expense 
of  sending  for  the  money,  and,  in  most  cases,  there 
is  no  opportunity  of  convertine  these  notes  into 
specie,  owing  particularly  to  Ukt  locality  of  the 
banks  from  which  they  issue. 

To  make  the  deposite  to  any  advantage,  the 
time  of  payment  ought  to  be  fixed  as  above  sug- 
gested, or  the  drafts  made  payable  in  such  notes 
as  should  be  land  office  money  at  the  time  of  pre- 
senting those  drafts ;  or,  partly  the  one  and  partly 
the  other.  To  continue  to  convert  all  the  notes 
receivable  in  this  office  into  specie,  and  concen- 
trate it  at  a  single  spot,  must  be  utterly  impracti- 
cable, and  if  practicable  would  be  attended  with 
great  expense. 

I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville  has  received  foreign  gold  under  the  expecta- 
tion that  it  would  be  taken  by  the  Government 
even  after  the  1st  November  next,  and  it  is  now 
held  ready  to  be  paid  in  consequence  of  notice 
from  you  of  an  intended  draft  for  (30,000.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  no  difficulty  upon  the  subject 
will  arise,  if  the  expected  draft  should  not  be  pre- 
sented till  after  the  1st  November. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  very  humble  servant. 

SiaU  af  JUinoU,  Ahdison  Countp,  m. 

On  the  13th  day  of  May,  1824,  personally  ap- 
peared before  the  undersigned  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  Thomas  Lippin-  ' 
cott,  who,  being  duly  affirmed  according  to  law, 
deposes  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  a  paper 
which  was  found  by  the  deponent  on  the  files  of 
official  letters  appertaining  to,  and  now  in  the 
Receiver's  Office  at  Edwardsville,  and  endorsed 
or  filed  in  the  band-writing  of  the  late  Benjamin 
Stephenson,  Esq.,  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  as 
follows,  to  wit :  "  Copy  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, October,  1819." 

THOMAS  LIPPINCOTT. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me. 

HAIL  MASON,  J.  P. 


EnwARosviLLE,  Ilunois,  Oct.  22, 1819. 

Dear  Sir  :  Twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville havinff  been  paid  into  the  bank  since  the  date 
of  my  last  letter,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you 


i 
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of  the  cireumstance,  in  consequence  of  some  of  the 
suggestions  made  in  that  letter. 
I  nare  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

BEN.  STEPHENSON. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Cbawporo, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaevry. 

State  of  lUinmSf  Madison  County,  ee-. 

On  the  13th  of  Mar,  1834,  personally  appeared 
before  the  undersigned  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  and 
for  the  county  aforesaid,  Thomas  Lippincott,  who, 
being  duly  affirmed  according  to  law,  deposes  that 
the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  a  paper  on  the  files  of 
official  letters  ^n  the  Receiver's  Office  at  Edwards- 
▼ille,  in  the  lliand-writing  of  the  late  Benjamin 
Stephenson,  Receiver. 

THOMAS  LIPPINCOTT. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me, 

HAIL  MASON,  J.  P. 


Trbasuby  Department,  Nov,  1, 1819. 

Sir  :  Upon  referring  to  your  monthly  accounts, 
it  appears  that  you  have  retained  all  the  monev 
whicn  has  been  received  by  you  since  the  month 
of  August  last. 

As  It  is  presumed  that  this  has  been  the  resalt 
of  my  letter  of  the  9th  April  last,  I  request  that 
you  will,  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  this  let- 
ter, deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  the 
whole  of  the  money  in  your  possession  on  the  30tb 
instant. 

You  will  consider  the  letter  of  the  9th  of  April 
as  authorizing  the  purchase  of  bills  in  the  manner 
therein  directed,  when  you  have  funds,  but  not  as 
authorizing  the  retention  of  the  public  money  in 
your  hands  at  the  end  of  each  month  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

It  is  presumed  that,  if  any  draft  should  be  pre- 
sented, when  vou  have  not  money  in  your  hands, 
that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  having  the  draft 
taken  up  by  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  on  its  own 
account,  or  to  be  repaid  by  you,  as  soon  as  you 
have  funds  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  I  remain, 
with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

State  of  Illinois,  Madison  County,  ss. 

On  the  13th  day  of  May,  1824,  personallv  ap- 
peared before  the  undersigned  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  and  for  thecountyaforesaid.  Thomas  Lippincott, 
of  said  county,  who,  being  ddy  affirmed  according 
to  law,  deposes  that  the  within  is  a  true  copy  of 
an  original  letter  on  the  files  of  official  letters  in 
the  office  of  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at 
Edwardsville;  that  the  deponent  has  been  em- 
ployed in  the  Receiver's  ofiace  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  since  the  Winter  of  1821-3,  and  has  had 
access  to  the  files  and  papers  thereof,  and  that  the 
letter  of  which  the  within  is  a  copy,  appears,  from 
a  comparison  with  the  signature,  aad  with  the 
signature  of  other  letters  and  papers  received  from 
the  Treasury  Department  into  the  said  office,  evi- 
dently to  be  the  hand-writing  of  the  Honorable 


William  H.  Crawford.    And  farther  the  dqraaat 
saith  not. 

THOMAS  LIPPINCOTT. 

Affirmed  and  subscribed  before  me, 

HAIL  MASON, 
JuHice  of  the  Peace, 


TREJL8URT  Department,  Nov.  1, 1819. 

Sir  :  The  letter,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a 
copy,  was  addressed  to  the  Receivers  of  PoUie 
Money  at  Kaskaskia  and  Edwardsville. 

From  the  returns  of  those  officera,  ii  appean 
that  the  whole  of  the  public  money  received  bf 
them  since  the  month  of  August  last,  has  beca  it- 
tained,  as  it  is  presumed,  for  the  purpose  of  mm- 
ing  the  drafts  which  might  be  drawn  in  porsuaaee 
of  that  letter.  From  the  same  return*  it  appean 
that  no  such  drafts  have  been  presented. 

To  prevent  the  inconvenience  and  risk  whicft 
may  resalt  from  the  accumnlation  of  aoch  hrp 
sums  in  the  hands  of  those  officers,  I  have  tbs 
day  directed  them  to  deposite  in  the  bank  ibe 
sums  which  may  be  in  their  possession  on  the  SOtb 
instant,  and  to  deposite,  monthly,  the  money  which 
may  be  received  during  each  month.  Should  asf 
bill  be  presented  to  the  Receiver  of  Public  Mobct 
at  Edwardsville,  or  Kaskaskia,  when  thev  bin 
not  funds  to  meet  it,  I  presume  the  bank  will  hire 
no  difficulty  in  making  the  advance,  which  will 
be  refunded  by  the  Receiver,  when  fonds  to  thit 
amount  shall  be  received  by  him ;  or  the  amoaat 
will  be  remitted  to  the  bank  by  the  draft  of  tke 
Treasurer  on  the  bank  itsdf.  Kither  coarse  wiL 
be  acceptable  to  the  DepartmenL  Peyments  made 
in  this  manner  will  be  found  to  be  the  most  cob* 
venient  mode  of  meeting  the  demands  of  the  Trea- 
sury upon  the  bank,  on  aceoant  of  the  public 
money  deposited  in  it. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville. 


TbBASURY  DEPAftTMSHT,  Nov,  1, 1819. 

Sir  :  Upon  referring  to  your  monthly  accouati, 
it  appears  that  you  have  retained  all  the  moa«f 
which  has  been  received  by  you  since  the  Duati 
of  August  lasL 

As  It  is  presumed  that  this  has  been  the  resalt 
of  my  letter  of  the  9th  of  April  last,  I  request  thit 
you  will  immediately  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Bd- 
wardsville  whatever  sum  may  be  in  your  haais 
on  the  30th  instaAL 

You  will  consider  the  letter  of  the  9th  April^tf 
authority  to  purchase  bills  therein  described  vhcs 
presented,  if  you  have  fonds  sufficient  for  tbt 
purpose,  but  not  as  authority  to  retain  in  yos^ 
hands,  at  the  end  of  each  month,  any  part  of  t^ 
public  money  received  in  the  course  of  the  mootk. 

You  will,  after  the  deposite  herein  dimied, 
make  your  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  lut- 
til  otherwise  directed.    I  am,  ^. 


Trbasdrt  Department,  Jtau  IS,  18^ 
In  compliance  with  a  request  of  ihe  committer 
on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards,  commnaica- 
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ted  tbroaf h  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurf  has  the  honor  to  transmit  the  accbm- 
uoyiog  statements  (No.  1,  2,  and  3)  from  the 
Treasarer,  shewing — 

Ist  The  balance  of  pnUic  moneys  in  the  Bank 
of  Steobenyille,  at  the  end  of  every  quarter,  from 
the  eommencement  of  Maroh,  1817,  to  the  31st 
of  March,  1824,  and  continued  to  7tb  June,  182M. 

2d.  The  same,  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  Tom* 
bigbee,  from  the  commencement  of  March,  1819. 

3d.  The  a^egate  of  moneys  deposited  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasorer,  and  the  balance  remain- 
iiig  at  his  credit  on  the  7th  June,  1824,  in  each 
of  the  following  banks :  Steubenville,  Chiliicothe, 
Mississippi,  Tombigbee,  Missouri,  Vincennes,  Sd- 
wardsTiUe,  Illinois,  Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus, 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Indiana,  Branch 
Bank  of  Kentucky  at  Louisville^  Planters  and 
MerchsDts'  Bank  of  HuntsTille,  and  Farmers  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Cincinnati. 

The  Secretary  has  the  honor  to  state  that  no 

Cpeocs  have  oeen  made  directly  by  the  Bank  of 
iasoari  since  its  failure.    It  is  known,  that,  pre- 
Tiottsly  to  the  23d  of  November  la^t,  $781  43  had 
beea  paid  in  specie  by  some  of  the  parties  whose 
debts  had  been  assigned  by  it  to  the  Treasury ; 
aad  it  is  understood  from  the  President  of  toe 
biak  that  other  sums  have  been  paid  in  like  man- 
ner; bat  the  Receiver  at  St.  Louis,  who  ia  em- 
pioH  by  the  Treasury  as  its  agent  in  collecting 
the  debt  of  that  bank,  has  not  yet  reported  them 
to  the  Secretary.    Among  the  debts  assigned  to 
the  Treasury  was  one  of  910,030 ;  and  it  appears 
that,  for  the  reasons  and  under  the  circumstances 
slated  in  ibe  accompanying  papers,  (marked  *A 
aad  B,)  the  agent  entered  into  our  arrangement, 
hjr  which  $8,000  in  notes  of  the  treasury  of  the 
State  of  Missoari  (commonly  called  loan  office 
paper)  were  taken,  at  the  rate  of  seventy-five 
ceots  to  the  dollar,  in  part  payment  of  this  debt ; 
and  these  notes  the  Secretary  directed  to  be  spe- 
ciaUy  deposited  in  the  Brancn  Bank  of  the  United 
States  at  Louisville,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasn- 
RT.   It  also  appears,  by  the  same  papers,  that 
there  were,  among  the  securities  assigned  by  the 
hank  for  the  payment  of  its  debt  to  the  Treasury, 
Sl5,006  in  paper  of  this  description ;  of  this  sum, 
(together  with  another  of  $50,  which  he  appears 
to  have  since  received,)  the  agent  at  St.  Loam,  on 
hbown  judgment,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary,  exchanged  $4,539  64,  for  certificates 
of  the  Auditor  of  Missouri,  and  $5,000  for  notes 
of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  all  which,  with  the 
balance  of  the  loan  oflSee  paper,  have  been  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  as  a  special  depo* 
*ite  m  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States  at 
Louisville^    The  exchange  is  represented  as  ad- 
vantageous to  the  United  States,  but  has  not  been 
ttDctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Chairman  of  the  Cemmittee  on  the 

Address  of  Ninian  Edwards. 

*  A.  Extracts  of  a  letter  from  O.  F.  Btrother  to  the 
Secretary  oftheTressary,  dated  St.  Lottie, Ap'l  27,1833. 

B.  Sxiract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  81oo,  to  the 
Sacnuiy  of  the  Tieasnry,  dated  November  S3,  16J)3. 


No.  1. 
BANK  OP  STEUBENVILLE. 

Statement  ehomng  the  balance  (^public  moneye  at  the 
end  of  every  quarter^  from  the  commencement  of 
March^  1817,  to  the  Utt  of  March^  1824,  and  con- 
tinued to  7th  ofJvne^  1824. 

March  31,  1817  - 

June  30,  1817     ... 


September  80,  1817 
December  81,  1817 
March  31,  1818  - 
Jane  30,  1818     - 
September  30,  1818 
December  31,  1818 
March  31,  1819   - 
Jnne  30,  1819     - 
SepUmber  30, 1819 
December  81,  1819 
March  31,  1830  - 
Jane  81, 1830     • 
September  30,  1820 
December  31,  1830 
March  31,  1831  • 
June  30,  1831     * 
September  30,  1831 
December  31,  1831 
March  31,  1823  - 
June  80,  1833     - 
September  80,  1833 
December  31,  1832 
March  31,  1833  - 
Jana  80,  1833     - 
September  30,  1833 
December  31,  1833 
March  31,  1834  . 
June  7,  1834       - 


93,200  00 

40,934  00 

69,877  80 

107,377  08 

107.377  80 

81,075  16 

64,854  68 

63,638  90 

64,443  47 

163,311  30 

138,494  18 

141,438  37 

163,303  76 

100,873  93 

119,793  95 

146,817  33 

143,159  10 

154,641  63 

176,511  47 

184,649  16 

193,353  13 

178,056  14 

301,485  33 

176,448  78 

167,445  63 

175)517  67 

180,415  54 

181,835  06 

185,737  31 

186,995  85 

TH.  T.  TUCKER, 

TVeofuref  of  the  United  Statee. 


TaiAsvaT  ov  tbi  Uvitbh  Statbs, 

June  11,  1834. 

No.  3. 

BANK  OF  TOMBIGBEE. 

Statement  showing  the  balances  of  public  moneys  at  the 
end  of  every  quarter ^  from  the  commencmewt  of 
March  the  Xst,  1819,  to  the  Zlst  of  March^  1824> 
and  continued  to  1th  qf  Juni^^  1824. 


March  31,  1819  - 
June,  30,  1819    - 
SepUmber  30,  1819 
December  31,  1819 
March  31,  1830  • 
June  30,  1820      - 
September  80,  1830 
December  31,  1820 
March  31,  1831  * 
Jane  30,  1831      - 
September  80,  1631 
December  31,  1831 
March  31,  1833   - 
June  30,  1823     • 
September  30,  l€t38 
December  31,  1832 
March  31,  1823  - 
June  30, 1833      - 


974,838  47 
459,003  36 
613,874  10 
368,033  03 
396,433  17 
320,053  50 
340,759  93 
815,911  63 
329;929  09 
207,464  10 
215,528  67 
207,569  91 
391,801  63 
313,863  48 
387,084  48 
373,330  90 
374,698  87 
383,780  74 


J 
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Can  o/Nmkm  Eiwardi. 


Septoffiber  30, 18S3 
December  31»  1833 
March  31,  1834  - 
June  7,  1834 


•  878,012  98 

•  428,585  62 
-   453,689  92 

•  319.597  41 
TH.  T.  TUCKER, 

Tnaaurer  of  the  United  Siate$, 

TsSAfUBT  OT  THB  UviTXD  StATIB, 

June  11, 1824. 

No.  3. 

A  ataUment  dhowing  the  aggrtgoU  ofnixmeg$  depomiei 
to  ih€  eredU  of  the  Dreaeurer  of  the  VhiUd  8taU$  tn 
ihefollfmmg  hcmke^  and  the  halanee  remain^  in 
each  ofiaid  hanks  ontheTth  ofJnne^  18S4. 


BankB. 


StenbeiiTille  •    •    -    •    . 

CluUicoCha 

Franklin,  Columbai  -  - 
Far.  ds  Mechanica',  la.  - 
Branch,  Lonifville,  Ken. 
Mieaiaatppi  -  •  •  •  • 
Tombigbee  •  .  .  .  . 
Plant.  d&  Mar.,  HanUTille 
Miaaoori  •.-••. 
Vincennea  •  •  -  .  . 
Edwardavilla  .  -  .  • 
Far.  A  Mar.,  Cinamnati  - 
lUinoia     .••-•. 


Aggregate 
received. 


•638,009 
266,101 
336,080 
699,070 
132,281 
348,780 

2,023,860 
671,700 

1,074,801 

294,123 

204,388 

60,796 

188,980 


66 
04 
06 
16 
61 
01 
85 
83 
04 
77 
90 
26 
36 


Balance* 


$186,996  86 

No  balance. 

63^986  63 

26.776  62 

Nobalanoe. 

7,004  34 

819,697  41 

46,167  11 

169,968  87 

168,611  64 

46,973  00 

20,213  01 

64,811  63 


TH.  T.  TUCKER, 
Treaewrer  of  the  Vnited  States. 

TnxAavnv  av  ths  U.  Stateb,  June  11, 1824. 


U]  Extraete  offjkUUrfnm  George  F.  SMhir  to  the 
Secretary  qfthe  Treatury,  dated 

<<  St.  Louis,  AprU  27, 1823. 

**Sir:  Amongst  the  debts  transferred  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Missouri  BanL  was  one  of 
$10,000  upon  Wilson  P.  Hunt  This  debt  was 
secured  by  mortgage,  but  the  land  pledged  to  se- 
cure the  payment  had  been  previously  mortgaged 
to  Mr.  Astor,  of  New  York,  for  910,000,  upon 
which  was  due  eight  or  nine  years'  Interest.  When 
this  note  was  proposed  to  be  transferred,  the  debt 
was  desperate,  as  the  land  woald  got  bring  more 
than  $10,000,  and  the  debt  was  considered  nomi- 
nal until  Mr.  Hunt  stated  that,  by  mortgaging  the 
land  to  a  friend,  if  relieved  from  the  bank  encum- 
brance, he  could  procure  $5,000,  with  which  he 
could  purchase  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  uir- 
chase  the  amount  of  the  bank  debt  in  loan  office 
pajper.  Upon  reflection,  it  was  determined  to  re- 
ceive loan  office  paper  in  payment  of  his  debt,  in 
loan  office  paper,  at  25  per  cent  discount  Mr. 
Hunt,  on  tnat  day,  and  frequently,  expressed  to 
me  a  creat  desire  to  discharge  this  debt,  and  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that,  if  I  should  see  any  for  sale, 
to  send  it  to  him.  In  February  last,  he  paid  Mr. 
Barton  Ql,800.  i 

''  Considering  the  debt  in  some  peril,  my  wish 
was  to  have  it  placed  upon  a  sure  footing.    Three 


or  four  weeks  since,  a  gentleman  applied  to  me  to 
procure  a  loan  of  money.  I  informed  him  that  I 
had  none,  but  that  if  he  would  give  ample  sees- 
rity  to  return  the  loan  office  paper  when  waotedj 
I  would  put  him  upon  the  plan  to  secure  it ;  tkat 
Mr.  Hunt  wished  to  discharge  a  debt  doe  tiie 
Qovemment,  in  loan  office  paper,  and  if  hewouU 
five  his  note,  with  sufficient  aeeurity,  to  pay  tbe 
United  States  $6,000  in  loan  office  paper,  witkS 
per  cent  interest,  upon  demand,  that  Mr.Hint 
would  give  him  in  money  the  selling  price,  amoaot- 
ittg  to  $2,250.  My  object  was  to  aceommodtie 
two  deserving  meritorious  mes,  and  icrre  tbe 
Government,  by  placing  the  debt  upon  t  soie 
footing.  The  whole  arrangement  I  commoniea- 
ted  to  Mr.  Hunt,  and  told  him  I  should  oomnnh 
nicate  the  transaction  to  yon.  He  considered  h 
a  fair  and  advantageous  arrangemeaf  for  the  Gor- 
erament" 


[b]  EaOmd  of  a  letter  from  Thomae  Sloo  to  the  Stm- 

tary  of  the  Treaattry, 

St.  Lodib,  iVbe.  23, 1823. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  24tk 
Auffuat  last,  1  called  on  George  F.  Strother,  Es^ 
on  the  10th  instant,  to  exhibit  to  me  the  evideocd 
of  transfer  received  by  him  from  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  as  collateral  security  for  the  public  noscf 
in  its  possession  at  tbe  time  of  its  iidlnre.  Not 
having  received  the  list  mentioned  in  your  lener. 
I  requested  Colonel  Btrother  to  furnish  me  witt 
one,  a  copy  of  which  iB  herewith  transmitted,  asd 
with  which  the  evidences  of  debt  generally  agiee. 
In  some  cases,  however,  they  exceed,  aod  ia 
others  they  fall  short  of,  the  amount  stated  in  cbe 
list  The  former  is  owing  to  credits  which  tbe 
parties  are  entitled  to,  that  have  not  been  eotoed 
on  their  notes ;  the  latter  arises  from  interest  doe 
on  stock  notes,  accounts  of  which  were  to  bare 
been  furnished  by  the  bank,  as  appeais  frma  a 
memorandum  of  the  President,  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Strother,  and  which,  he  informs  me,  has  bees 
repeatedly  called  for  without  eflect  Amooot  ic- 
ceived  by  Mr.  Strother,  as  will  appear  from  not0 
of  payment  on  the  list,  is  $781  43  in  specie,  and 
$50  m  loan  office  money.  The  onlv  ease  ia 
which  the  evidence  of  debt  daa  been  at  all  changed, 
ia  that  of  Wilson  P.  Hunt,  who  appears  to  bart 
owed  at  the  time  of  transfer  $10,030,  sccaied  lif 
mortgage  on  a  tract  of  land  in  the  neighborbood 
of  St  Louis,  that  had  been  previously  morteage' 
to  John  Jacob  Astor,  of  New  York,  for  $10^ 
Such  vras  the  uncertainty  of  this  claim,  that  tbi 
bank  agreed  to  receive  the  amount  in  loan  offit^ 
paper,  when  it  waa  worth  only  twenty-five  ceots 
in  the  dollar,  a»  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Strotbff. 
At  present  the  debt  of  Hunt  appears  to  stasd 
thus: 

Debt  transferred  ... 
Offset  claimed  -  -  -  $108  00 
Amount  received  by  Joshua 
Barton,  Ssq.,  as  per  his 
receipt  in  the  hands  of 
Mr  Strother,  in  loan  of- 
fice monej    ...  1,866  67 


-  $10,030  ^ 
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Hunt's  Dote  in  the  liands 

of  Strother    -       -       -  3,333  33 
Amount  secured  by  con- 

▼ejance  of  the  Missoari 

Hotel    to     George    F. 

Strother,  (in  trust,}  to 

be  paid  in  loan  office 

money,  at  any  time  the 

Government  may  require 

it,  with  6  per  cent,  in- 
terest   ....   6,000  00 

From  every  informatioa  which  I  have  been 
able  to  obtain  in  relation  to  this  debt,  I  believe 
the  change  to  have  been  a  favorable  one,  inaa- 
much  as  I  deem  the  security  for  the  payment  of 
the  $6,000  as  amply  sufficient,  and  you  now  hold 
for  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  by  Hont,  the 
same  security  which  was  held  for  the  payment  of 
the  whole  debt  transferred. 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  Strother 
in  Missouri  loan  office  money   -       -  (5,496  50 
Auditor's  warrants    .       .       -       -     4,539  64 
Illinois  State  Bank  paper  -       -       -     5,000  00 


Received  by  Mr.  Strother  in  Mis- 
souri loan  office  money-*- 
From  Franklin  Bank    -       -  $8,000 
From  Branch       ...    6,956 
From  p.  Detchemendy  -       -         50 


$15,006  14 


15,006,00 


I  have  received  this  paper  from  Mr.  Strother, 
considering  it  equal  to  tne  whole  amount  in  loan 
office  money.  The  loan  office  pnper  bears  an  in- 
terest of  3  per  cent,  per  annum,  the  auditor's  war- 
rtabi  an  interest  of  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  the 
Illinois  paper  2  per  cent,  and  as  to  the  warrants, 
DO  difficulty  can  arise  in  renrd  to  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  issue*  Mr.  Strother  informs  me 
that  it  was  his  wish  to  have  exchanged  the  whole 
amount  of  loan  office  money  for  auditor's  war- 
rants,  by  which  arrangement  the  interest  would 
have  been  increased  3  per  cent,  and  the  debt  ren- 
dered eventually  more  certain.  Should  this  trans- 
action not  be  considered  as  entirely  satisfaelory, 
Mr.  Strother  has  assured  me  that  he  will  make 
jood  the  amount  in  loan  office  money,  b^  redeem- 
ing the  auditor's  warrants  and  Illinois  paper. 
The  amount  received  I  shall  deposite  as  directed 
in  the  branch  of  the  United  States  Bank  at  Lou- 
isville, Kentucky,  in  the  early  part  of  nexl  month. 

You  will  herewith  receive  the  act  of  the  State 
of  Missouri,  establishing  loan  offioes — ^I  thought 
it  necessary  to  incur  the  ezMnse  of  obtaining  an 
exemplification  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  presuming  that  you  wished  it  for  your 
own  satisfaction,  and  not  to  exhibit  in  a  court  of 
jastice. 

Mr.  Strother  informed  me  that  he  had  brought 
all  the  suits,  commenced  on  the  debts  transferred 
by  the  Bank  of  Missouri  in  the  State  courU,  in 
consequence  of  doubts  having  arisen  of  the  bank's 
being  chartered,  for  want  of  the  signature  of  the 
Oovemor.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  State, 
however,  pronounced  it  chartered* 


Dbpabtment  op  War,  Jwu  15, 1824. 

Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  is  received, 
enclosing  a  note  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Forsyth, 
expressive  of  his  wish  to  have  "  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Edwards's  letter  to  the  War  Department,  remon- 
strating against,  orcomplaininff  of  an  order  which 
prevented  the  receiving  of  the  Edwardsviile  Bank 
notesin  payment  to  the  troopsof  the  United  States, 
written  m  or  after  1819,  and  any  other  letters  on 
the  subject  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  from 
Mr.  Edwards ;"  and,  in  answer  thereto,  1  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Edwards  to  this  Department,  dated  11th  Jun^ 
1819,  which  the  clerk  charged  with  the  files  of 
letters  received  by  the  Department,  states  to  be 
the  only  letter  from  Mr.  Edwards  on  the  files  of 
the  Department  in  relation  to  that  subject 

In  addition  to  my  own  files,  I  directed  the  files 
of  the  Paymaster  General's  Omce  to  be  examined, 
and  herewith  transmit  a  copy^  of  a  report  from 
that  office  containing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Edwards  to  the  Paymaster  General,  of  the  same 
tenor  and  date  as  the  one  addressed  by  him  to  this 
office,  which  it  will  be  seen  by  the  report  from 
that  office,  is  the  only  letter  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject on  its  files. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  Edwabd  LivmosTON, 


EowAftoaviLLB,  Illiwois, 

Jmi  11, 1819. 

Dbab  StB :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  pay- 
master of  the  United  States'  troops,  (Major  Hail, 
now  at  St  Louis)  is,  by  an  order,  (to  which  I 
hardly  think  tou  have  ever  given  your  approba- 
tion,) requirea  to  pay  those  troops  in  specie,  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
Missouri,  in  which  latter,  it  is  understood,  those 
troops  are  generallv,  if  not  exclusively  paid. 

I  am  sure  I  need  not  remark  to  you,  that  such 
a  preference  of  a  littlcL  petty  bank  of  a  Territory, 
over  all  the  respectable  banks  of  the  Western 
States,  enabling  it  exclusively  to  circulate  its 
notes,  at  the  distant  points  to  which  the  troops 
are  destined,  oannot  fail  to  be  very  objeoUonable 
to  those  States,  even  if  such  a  distinction  were 
not  unjust  in  Itself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

The  Hon.  Segbetabt  of  Wae. 


Patmaster  General's  Office, 

CUyof  WaalMisfkm^June  15,  1884. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  in  obedience 
to  your  directions,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  hon- 
orable Ninian  Edwards  to  the  Paymaster  Gene- 
ral, dated  <'  EdwardsviUe,  Illinois.  June  11, 1619," 
in  relation  to  payments  said  to  nave  been  made, 
by  order  of  the  Paymaster  General,  to  the  troops 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  <<  in  specie.  United 
States  Bank  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
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lourt,"  &c.,  being  the  onlf  letter  found  on  the  files 
of  this  office  upon  that  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully.  ^. 

NATH'L  FRYE,  Jr., 

Ckitf  Clerk. 
The  Hod.  John  C.  Calhoun, 

Secntary  of  War, 


Edwardsville,  Illinois, 

June  11, 1819. 
^  Dear  Sir  :  I  think  it  my  duty  to  apprize  you 
that  Major  Hall,  the  Paymaster  of  the  United 
States  troops  is,  and  has  been  for  some  time  past, 
acting  under  an  ordet  (which  I  am  conyinced 
you  never  authorized,)  requiring  him  to  pay  those 
troop  in  specie.  United  States  Bank  notes,  or  notes 
of  tne  Bank  of  Missouri,  in  which  latter  it  is  un- 
derstood that  they  are  generally,  if  not  exclusively 
paid. 

Considering  the  remote  points  at  which  those 
troops  are  destined  to  be  stationed,  the  advantages 
which  the  present  arrangement  must  afford  to  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  by  enabling  it  to  issue  and  cir- 
culate a  great  amount  of  its  notes  without  danger 
of  their  returning  upon  it  for  payment,  are  not 
less  obvious  than  such  a  preference  or  a  little 
pettv  bank  of  a  Territory,  over  all  the  respectable 
banks  of  the  Western  States  would  be  odious  to 
those  States.  More,  I  am  sure,  it  cannot  be  ne- 
cessary to  say  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

The  Paymaster  General 

of  the  Army  U.  &,  WcuhinsfUm  CUy. 


A  List  ofJhafts  draion  by  Vie  Treaeury  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Bank  of  MieeourL  eince  ihe  jkret  of 
My,  1818 : 

No.  0167      $l»478  86 

1 
Brtnch  Bk.  at  Washington. 


9180 

5,000  00 

9181 

10,000  00 

9311 

240  00  T 

1 

ransfei 

9213 

250  00 

Dftnci 
Do 

9214 

25,000  00 

Do 

92fi0 

48  00 

9268 

80,000  00 

Do 

9864 

258  60 

Do 

9286 

10,000  00 

Do 

9300 

106  00 

9373 

800  00 

9877 

250  00 

9378 

125  00 

9386 

208  00 

9415 

206  00 

9480 

300  00 

Do 

9423 

250  00 

9433 

16  00 

9442 

712  00 

9446 

13  46 

9463 

33,000  00 

Do 

9475 

35  48 

9480 

1,000  00 

9494 

100  00 

9531 

1,002  86 

9537 

260  00 

do 
do 

do 
do 
do 


do 
do 

do 
do 
do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


No.  9667 

9568 

9571 

957J 

9581 

9582 

9584 

9586 

9586 

9687 

9688 

9617 

9629 

9648 

9664 

9668 

9666 

9716 

9719 

9767 

9768 

9759 

9760 

9761 

9827 

9837 

9857 

9868 

9869 

9860 

9861 

9862 

9863 

9868 

9899 

9900 

9901 

9904 

9916 

9916 

9917 

9918 

9939 

9952 

9962 

9974 

9975 

9997 

10000 

9 

88 

9630 

37 

41 

46 

68 

89 

104 

106 

107 

108 

113 

150 

136 

136 

145 

146 

169 

177 

188 


ISOO 

1,000 

6,000 

36,541 

300 

300 

300 

126 

18,680 

260 

600 

60,000 

160,000 

3,000 

758 

180 

80,000 

aoo 


600 

850 

186 

300 

800 

10 

81,776 

14,000 

40,156 

29,844 

25,000 

80,000 

1,175 

48,000 

24,887 

80,000 

800 

600 

186 

300 

300 

360 

500 

1,214 

39,000 

2,000 

101 

128 

10,000 

62 

680 

84 

8,488 

10 

48 

600 

10,391 

8,816 

250 

600 

300 

300 

126 

62 

4,000 

2,000 

27,846 

6,139 

193 

600 

908 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
10 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
61 
00 
00 
00 
60 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
79 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
81 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
47 
00 
00 
67 
60 
00 
60 
63 
78 
80 
60 
00 
00 
00 
98 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 
94 
50 
00 
00 
88 


i 


Transferred  to  the  U.SUte 
Br.  Bank,  Wuhinstoo. 


Do  U.  8.  Br.  Bk.  at  Wuh's: 


Do  U.  8.  Br.  Bk.  LotusTilk. 
Do  Bank  of  Tenne«ee. 
Do  Bank  of  NaahWlle. 
Do  Bank  of  CbilUcothe. 
Do  U.  8.  Br.  Bk.  at  Wuai's. 
Do  do  do 

Do  do  do 


)  Traosferred  to  the  17.  a  Br. 
>     Bank  at  Washingtoa. 
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196 

$15,000  00 

216 

20,000  00 

ai7 

433  70 

263 

260  00 

263 

126  00 

267 

18  00 

286 

600  00 

291 

300  00 

292 

300  00 

296 

1,631  00 

306 

300  00 

335 

68  60 

364 

11,760  00 

363 

243  13 

406 

34,000  00 

438 

600  00 

439 

126  00 

498 

11,600  00 

504 

11,380  00 

509 

867  63 

536 

10,000  00 

538 

43  60 

597 

8,000  00 

612 

1,000  00 

616 

1,600  00 

617 

24  00 

646 

82  00 

680 

1,000  00 

685 

8,000  00 

736 

698  67 

771 

737  60 

803 

417  00 

804 

634  00 

885 

40  00 

^914,337  17 

Thoie  drafts,  oppotitd  to  which  no  remarks  are 

■ade,  were  drawn  in  favor  of  indiTiduals  for  the  pty- 

ment  of  warrants. 

Psyments  to  indindaals       -  -     $432,293  67 

Transferred  to  di£Eerent  banks        -   .    481,943  60 


$914,337  17 


THO.  T.  TUCKER, 
Treaturer  of  the  United  Staia* 

TasAsumT  Uititxd  States,  June  IJ,  1824. 


^^icatioH  to  Mr,  CrawfirtPe  commtmiccUion  to  ihe 

CkmimiUee. 

Id  replying  to  Mr.  Crawford's  eommunication 
to  tbe  committee  ou  the  8th  ultimo,  the  subject 
that  seems  first  to  demand  notice,  in  the  order  in 
which  he  has  presented  it,  is,  his  attempt  to  free 
himself  from  the  imputation  of  having  taken  ad- 
vantage <*  of  the  moment  of  my  departure,  to  ar- 
raign the  testimony  which  had  been  given  by  me 
hefore  a  former  select  committee  of  the  House." 
In  this,  however,  he  does  not  pretend  to  deny  any 
of  tbe  facts  upon  which  that  imputation  was  pre- 
dicated, and,  consequently,  may  be  fairly  consid- 
ered as  admitting  them.  For,  seeing  how  ready  he 
has  been  to  advert  to,  and  dilate  upon  other  mi- 
nute and  unimportant  particulars,  he  would  hardly 
have  been  silent  in  regard  to  the  circumstances 
which  I  had  relied  on  to  prove  that  he  must  have 


been  apprized  of  my  intended  departure,  had  he 
not  been  conscious  of  their  truth. 

Laboring,  as  he  has  done  in  his  communication, 
to  prove  that  no  such  letter  as  I  swore  I  saw  the 
Receiver  at  Edwardsville  write,  could  have  been 
written,  and  that  no  such  directions  to  continue 
tbe  deposites,  as  those  mentioned  in  my  testimony, 
had  ever  been  given,  it  can  no  longer  be  doubted 
by  any  one  that  the  object  of  his  report  was  to  im* 
peach  my  credibility. 

As  nothing  could  justifv  so  serious  an  insinua- 
tion upon  light  and  frivolous  grounds,  he  ought 
not  to  have  made  it  without  the  most  thorough 
conviction  that  it  was  well  founded ;  and,  beine 
so  convmced,  if  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  allege  it  at  all, 
it  should  have  been  done  in  distinct,  unambiguous, 
and  intelligible  terms.  Making  it  in  a  doubtful 
and  equivocal  manner,  shows  a  disposition  to  in- 
flict the  injury,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  secure  a 
retreat  from  a  lust  responsibility  for  it.  His  de- 
lay would,  under  any  circumstances,  render  his 
motives  suspicious.  Under  the  particular  circum* 
stances  of  this  case,  it  affords  the  strongest  pre- 
sumption that  he  intended  to  take  advantage  of 
my  absence.  The  facts  which  he  now  affects  to 
question,  I  had  asserted  to  himself  two  years,  and, 
with  his  knowledge,  had  sworn  to  them  more  than 
one  year,  before  he  thought  proper  to  indicate  the 
slightest  doubt  of  their  truth.  How,  then,  is  his 
silence  on  the  subject,  during  the  whole  of  this 
period,  to  be  accounted  for  ?  Can  any  one,  who 
knows  his  disposition  towards  me,  believe  that  he 
would  have  delayed  this  imputation  a  moment  if 
he  had  believed  he  could  have  sustained  it  in  a 
fair  and  honorable  contest?  His  having  so  long 
forborne  to  make  it,  when  he  knew  I  could  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  defend  myself,  affords  rea* 
sonable  ground  to  believe  that  he  would  not  have 
made  it  at  all  if  he  had  not  supposed  I  bad  actu- 
ally lost  that  onportunily^  havinff  taken  my  de- 
parture for  a  foreign  country.     Why  did  he 


not 


question  any  of  the  facts  to  which  I  had  deposed, 
in  his  letter  of  February,  1823,  which  he  addressed 
to  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee  alluded  to, 
eleven  days  after  my  examination  ?  Had  he  re- 
ally believed  that  I  had  not  sworn  truly,  there  was 
then  a  most  suitable  occasion  for  making  his  pre- 
sent statement,  and  his  conduct  being  then  under 
investiffation,  there  would  have  been  every  motive 
for  making,  and  none  for  withholding,  it. 

But,  this  was  not  the  only  opportunity  he  let 
pass  by  unimproved.  On  the  27th  of  February, 
1823^  be  made  a  partial  report  to  the  House,  in 
obedience  to  tbe  very  resolution  of  the  8th  May, 
1822,  of  which  he  availed  himself  to  make  his  re- 
>rent  attack  upon  me.  This  he  might  with  as 
much  propriety  have  done  on  the  former  as  on  the 
latter  occasion.  According  to  his  own  view  of 
the  subject,  the  letter  in  question,  being  from  a 
Receiver  of  Public  Money,  was  not  embraced  by 
"  a  call  only  for  the  correspondence  between  cer- 
tain banks  and  the  Treasury,"  and,  of  course, 
if  "no  such  letter  was  called  for,"  his  ofl&cial 
duty  did  not  require  him  to  make  any  reference 
whatever  to  it.  His  communication  on  that  sub- 
ject was  therefore,  wholly  gratuitous,  and  might 
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just  as  well  have  been  made  withoat  aa^  xesolu- 
tioa  of  the  House  as  under  oue  that  had  no  rela- 
tion to  it.  But,  even  supposing  it  to  be  otherwise, 
k  is  certainly  a  poor  excuse  Tor  his  not  having 
transmitted  the  informatioD  called  for  on  the  8th 
May.  1822,  before  the  22d  March,  1824,  that  he 
could  not  get  the  correspondence  copied  sooner^ 
when,  from  the  swarm  of  applicants  for  employ- 
menty  competent  to  this  business,  with  which  the 
city  constaatly  abounds,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
he  might  at  any  time,  have  had  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence  copied  in  less  than  one  month. 
From  the  very  nature  of  it,  many  hands  might 
have  been  employed  on  it  at  the  same  time;  and 
with  a  call  so  imperative,  and  his  own  plighted 
word  afterwards,  that  he  would  have  the  corres- 
pondence ''  prepared  and  transmitted  to  the  House 
at  the  commencement  of  the  late  session  of  Con- 
gress," he  should  not  have  felt  himself  at  liberty 
to  have  made  a  profitable  job  of  this  business  in 
favor  of  any  individual,  so  as  to  have  delayed  it 
till  the  22d  March  last. 

But  I  shall  not  conclude  this  replication,  with- 
out exhibiting  still  greater  difficulties  to  overcome, 
before  he  can  successfully  exempt  himself  from 
the  suspicion  of  having  contemplated  some  ad- 
vantages, by  postponing  his  attack  to  '^  the  mo- 
ment of  my  departure."  At  present,  I  will  pro- 
ceed to  a  brief  examination  ot  some  of  the  new 
grounds,  and  arguments  thereupon,  by  which  he 
as  elaborately  endeavored  to  prove  me  guilty  of 
perjury. 

In  meeting  him  upon  this  accusation,  I  moat 
protest  against  the  dexterous  use  he  makes  of  the 
same  facts  to  establish  directly  opposite  conclu- 
sions in  his  favor.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  yield 
him  one  side  of  the  argument,  and  have  no  right 
to  object  to  his  taking  choice,  but  more  than  this 
it  would  be  unreasonable  in  him  to  ask^  and  im- 
prudent in  me  to  concede. 

He  attempts  to  infer,  that  *'  my  publication,  an- 
nouncing my  intention  of  withdrawing  from  the 
directorship  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,"  as  men- 
tioned in  my  "  oath,"  could  not  have  been  com- 
municated to  him  by  the  Receiver  at  Edwanis- 
viile,  and  even  that  it  could  not  have  existed; 
because  it  was  not  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the 
Receiver  at  Kaskaslua,  of  the  18th  of  September, 
1819,  who,  if  it  had  existed,  was  bound  by  the 
Secretary's  instructions  to  communicate  it,"  as  ''  a 
circumstance  affecting  the  character  of  the  Bank 
of  Edwardsville."  And  yet  he  contends,  <<  that, 
even  if  both  the  communications  (my  publication 
imd  the  letter  in  question)  alleged  had  actually 
been  made,  there  was  nothing  in  the  act  for  the 
Secretary  to  conceal.  Mr.  Edwards  has  stated 
on  oath  his  opinion  that  in  the  Fail  of  1819  the 
Bank  of  BUiwardsville  was  in  as  good  a  condition 
as  any  bank  in  which  the  public  moneys  were  de- 
posited ;  and,  if  so,  what  necessity  was  there  for 
■the  Secretary  to  discontinue  the  deposites  ?" 

Now,  if  the  latter  be  true,  there  was  surely 
V  nothing  in  the  fact"  of  my  publication  having 
been  made  which  the  Receiver  at  Kaskaskia  was 
•bound  by  the  Secretary's  instructions  to  commu- 
nicate."   On  the  other  hand,  if  there  was  any 


thing  "  in  the  fact"  which  the  Receiver  was  faooi^ 
to  communicate,  according  to  those  instroetioia, 
it  must  have  been  something  indicative  of  danger 
in  continuing  the  deposites.  It  must  be  eTidest, 
therefore,  either  that  the  silence  of  this  ReceiTer 
as  to  ray  publication  is  no  evidence  against  its 
existence,  or  that  it  contained  something  **  to  coo- 
ceai,"  or  at  least  to  render  the  propriety  of  cootin- 
uing  the  deposites  somewhat  questionable. 

The  truth  however  is,  that  I  have  nowhere  coo- 
tended  that  the  Receiver's  letter  rendered  it  Mr. 
Crawford's  duty  to  discontinue  the  deposites;  aod 
the  avowal  of  such  an  opinion  is  most  errooeoostf 
imputed  to  me,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  expli- 
nations  I  have  given,  and  my  declared  objects  in 
referring  to  that  letter.  Neither  in  my  paUta- 
tion  of  1819,  avowing  my  intention  of  reuriog  from 
the  bank ;  nor  in  my  correspondence  with  him  ia 
February,  1822 ;  nor  in  my  oath  before  the  Com- 
mittee in  February,  1823 ;  nor  in  my  late  commih 
nicaiion  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the 
6th  April  last, — is  any  such  idea  suggested,  la 
fact,  owing  to  the  responsibility  which  I  thought 
I  had  imposed  upon  myself,  by  recommending  the 
bank  as  a  depository  of  public  money,  I  did  doc 
think  mvself  at  liberty  to  retire  from  it  until  I  b«i 
seen  it  through  all  the  difficulties  and  embam» 
ments  with  which  I  found  it  struggling  on  mf 
return  from  Congress,  shortly  after  it  had  beefi 
authorized  to  receive  the  public  money.  These 
difficulties  having  been  overcome,  and  the  tinu 
arrived  when  I  thought  I  could  with  propriety  as- 
nounce  my  intention  of  resigning,  I  niade  the  pab- 
lication  which  has  been  submitted  to  the  Commit' 
tee ;  in  which,  after  explicitly  stating  that  ^4  was 
convinced  it  [the  bana]  could  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  a  comparison  of  its  situation  [as  to  soi* 
vency]  with  that  of  any  other  b^nk  in  the  Uaiif^ 
Sutes."  I  add,  ^'  notwithstanding  I  do  vcrilf  be- 
lieve that  neither  the  Grovernment  nor  any  v^ 
vidual  is  in  danger  of  being  intentionally  impo«d 
upon  by  the  bank,  so  long  as  it  continues  under 
the  control  of  its  present  directors.  Yet,  intendiog 
to  be  absent  from  the  State ;  and  considering  the 
disastrous  pressure  of  the  present  times;  the  hos- 
tility which  the  bank  has  to  encounter ;  and  par- 
ticularly the  opposition  of  sentlemen  in  this  Sute. 
high  in  office,  who  have  been  extremely  anxioos 
to  get  other  Innks  into  operation,  with  the  aid  cf 
"  foreign  capital,"  as  it  is  termed, — I  have  deter- 
mined to  resign  my  seat  in  the  directory,  and  to 
withdraw  from  all  future  responsibility,  of  anf 
kind  whatever,  in  relation  to  this  or  any  other  bank, 
without  making  any  further  nnsoppocted  effort  to 
retain  any  portion  of  the  public  deposites  in  this 
Stale ;  leaving  it  to  the  directors  to  maintain  their 
credit  by  their  own  good  conduct,  and  to  the  6e^ 
retary  of  the  Tr^tsury  tojwiff^for  hmtdf^  upoa  tite 
returns  he  requires,  how  far  it  may  be  prudent  ic 
trust  them." 

Although  I  believed  at  the  time  that  one  of  the 
papers  in  which  my  publication  appeared  was 
regularly  sent  to  Mr.  Crawford,  yet  I  enclosed  to 
him  a  paper  containing  it;  and  that  he  might 
have  as  perfect  control  over  the  subject  as  possi- 
ble, I  prevailed  upon  Colonel  Benjamin  Stephen- 
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ton,  tite  Reeeirer,  and  tbe  President  of  the  Bank) 
who  apprehended  that  ill  consequences  woald 
resole  from  my  withdrawing  from  it,  to  write  to 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  tbe  subject,  and 
to  enclose  to  him  one  of  my  publications  also ; 
ud  1  advised  him  (the  Receiver)  in  the  mean  time 
to  withheld  the  deposites  until  he  should  receive 
further  orders  from  the  Secretary. 

h  my  correspondence  with  Mr.  Crawford,  in 
February,  1823,  which  is  exhibited  by  himself, 
KferriDff  to  my  publication,  and  the  situation  of 
tbe  bank  at  that  time,  I  say,  in  one  of  my  letters, 
"This  publication  was  contained  in  the  Sl  Louis 
£oqDirer, which  I  suroosed  you  took  at  the  time; 
it  was  also  contained  in  a  paper  which  I  for- 
warded to  you  myself;  and  it  was  enclosed,  refer- 
red to,  and  commented  upon,  in  a  letter  of  the 
President  of  the  Bank  to  you.''  In  the  other  l^ter 
I  saj,  "  that  I  was  the  cause  of  the  deposites  being 
made  there,  in  tbe  first  instance,  I  freely  admit ; 
hot  that  I  unequivocally  declared  that  I  would  not 
be  held  responsible  for  that  or  any  other  bank,  in 
aay  way  whatever,  afler  the  Fall  of  1819;  that 
yoo  were  notified  thereof  in  due  time ;  that  the 
deposites  haye  not  been  continued  there,  in  conse- 
quence of  my  reconunendation,  since  that  period ; 
and  that  the  bank  was  in  a  good  condition,  I  mav, 
I  think,  aeeording  to  my  present  impressions,  £iirly 
ifisist  00." 

In  my  oath  before  the  select  committee,  on  the 
13th  February,  1823,  which  Bir.  Crawford  has 
tboof^ht  proper  to  impeach,  after  having  testified 
to  Coionel  Stephenson's  having  written  the  letter 
ifl  qnestioo,  and  enclosed  my  pablication,  dbc.,  I 
add,  ^  The  bank  continued  to  pay  specie,  notwith- 
standing the  pressure,  and  in  the  Fall  of  that 
for,  I  otpect,  was  in  ob  good  a  ikuoHon  m  any 
Wm  witdb  the  pMbUc  money  wu  then  depomUdJ^ 

In  my  late  communication  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
mentatives  of  the  6th  April  last,  I  not  only  re- 
Mert  the  same  facts,  substantially,  in  regard  to 
tbe  situation  of  the  bank,  bat,  by  its  monthly  rfr- 
tvn  for  November,  1819,  have,  unquestionably, 
prored  them  true  to  the  fnilesi  extent.  And  I  ex^ 
pnssly  state,  in  that  commmiication,  that,  even 
at  the  time  of  iu  failure,  iu  resources  were,  I  am 
Veil  satisfied,  more  than  amply  suflleient  to  have 
«eored  its  debt  to  the  Qovernmeat." 

It  is,  therefore,  inconceivable  to  me^  upon  what 
groond  it  has  been  assumed  that,  in  referring  to 
tbe  Receiver's  letter,  my  object  was  '^  to  charge 
the  Secretary  with  continuing  the  deposites  after 
beoQ^ht  to  have  been  alarmed  for  their  safety^" 
•spceialiy,  while  it  is  admitted  that  I  spoke  ''  in 
tbe  most  decided  terms  of  the  solvency  and  safety 
^  the  bank,"  at  the  time  the  letter  was  written. 

It  IS  u-ue,  I  cannot  consider  it  rery  prudent  man- 
cement  in  Mr.  Crawford  to  hare  continued  it  a 
<iepo8itory  of  public  money,  after  he  had,  as  he 
ays  himself,  ''  reaeon  to  aj^ehend  a  want  of  pwnc- 
^^h  ^  good  ftUth  on  its  pairt^^  especially  with- 
OQt  eaforciDg  a  compliance  witn  its  stipulation  to 
Aahe  those  returns,  which  he  considered  necessary 
to  insure  tbe  fideliMr  of  all  the  banks  that  were 
t&ade  depositories  of^  the  public  money.  The  for- 
tocr  is  acknowledged  in  his  communication  to  the 


committee,  (ittge  18 ;)  the  latter  appears  by  his 
letter  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville,  of  the  10th  November,  1821 ;  in  which  he 
statts  that  '<  no  statement  of  the  account  between 
the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  and  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States,  has  been  rendered  to  this  De- 

Fiartment,  since  that  of  the  31st  January  last." 
See  Document  140,  part  2,  page  439.] 

But,  whatever  may  be  my  opinion  of  his  subse- 
quent careless  management  in  regard  to  this  as 
well  as  other  Western  banks,  I  certainly  never  in- 
tended to  refer  to  the  letter  in  question  for  the  pur- 
poee  of  showing  that  there  existed,  at  that  timej  any 
such  state  of  things  as  rendered  it  necessary  to 
withdraw  the  deposites  from  that  bank.  But,  as 
my  having  been  a  director  thereof,  at  the  time  it 
was  authorized  to  receive  the  public  money,  might 
have  had  its  infltience  with  Mr.  Crawford  in  s^ 
lecting  it  for  that  purpose,  I  deemed  it  important 
to  give  him  timely  notice  of  my  intention  to  re* 
sign,  and  to  afford  him  a  fair  opportunity  of  adopt- 
ing such  a  course  as  he  might  think  expedient  un- 
der the  circumstances  of  the  case.  The  Receiver, 
who  was  also  President  of  the  bank,  and  who  was 
more  afraid  of  leopardizing  the  former,  than  anx- 
ious to  retain  the  latter  office,  (for  which  he  was 
not  then  allowed  a  cent  of  compensation,)  fearine 
that  the  credit  of  the  bank  might  be  impaired, 
and  that  other  ill  consequences  might  result  from 
my  withdrawing  from  it,  and  being,  also,  bound 
by  the  Secretary's  instructions  *<  to  communicate 
any  circumstance  affecting  the  character  of  the 
bank,"  was  very  easily  prerailed  on  to  write  the 
letter  in  question,  to  enclose  mv  publication,  and 
to  withhold  the  deposites,  for  the  purpose  of  les- 
sening the  additional  weight  of  responsibility 
which  he  thought — and  truly  thought—the  cir- 
cumstances mentioned  in  his  letter  had  devolved 
upon  him. 

Mj  objecti  in  referring  to  my  publication  and 
to  thts  letter  were  twofold. 

1.  To  show  the  course  of  conduct  I  had  pur- 
sued in  relation  to  my  withdrawal  from  the  bank. 

2.  To  show  that  Mr.  Crawford  was  well  in- 
formed, and  duly  notified  thereof.  Both  were 
rendered  necessary  by  the  ungenerous  and  disin- 
genuous attempts  to  subjeot  me  to  unjust  censure, 
which  are  adverted  to  in  my  correspondence  with 
him,  in  February,  1822. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  with  a  pertinacity  the 
most  extraordinary,  he  still  perseveres  in  his  efibris 
to  implicate  me  in  the  transactions  of  that  bank, 
well  knowing  that  my  connexion  with  it  has  long 
since  ceased.  And  nence  is  his  labored  eflEbrt,  in 
his  late  communication  to  the  committee,  to  prove 
that  I  continued  to  be  a  director  thereof,  after  the 
Fall  of  1819.  In  doing  this,  he  must  have  at- 
tempted to  impose  upon  others  what  he  himself 
could  not  have  believed.  With  all  the  informa- 
tion which  he  most  have  had  at  the  lime  of  writing 
his  late  communication,  what  ^ould  be  less  justi- 
fiable than  the  implications  to  which  he  has  thus 
so  recently  endeavored  to  subject  me  1  Whatever 
else  he  may  think  of  me,  you  cannot  believe  that 
he  thinks  me  so  great  a  fool  as  to  have  so  repeat- 
dly  and  publicly  asserted,  and  finally  sworn  to. 
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tke  fact  of  my  baring  withdrawn  froin  the  di- 
rectorship of  that  bani,  if  it  bad  not  been  troe; 
since,  in  that  case,  it  would  have  been  so  easy  to 
have  convicted  me  of  falsehood  and  perjury. 
What,  then,  can  be  thought  of  his  candor  in  in- 
sisting, even  at  this  late  period,  that  I  continued 
to  be  a  director  of  that  oank,  after  the  Fail  of 
1819. 

Let  us,  however,  see  how  he  endeavors  to  estab- 
lish this  fact 

Referring  to  that  part  of  my  oath  before  the 
Committee,  in  February,  1823,  in  which  1  had 
sworn  that  though  I  had  once  been  elected  a  Di- 
rector, since  the  Fall  of  1819, 1  bad  refused  to  ac- 
cept the  appointment,  and  had  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  management  of  the  bank,  since  that 
time.  "Yet,"  says  he,  "  in  the  following  Winter, 
Mr.  Edwards  is  found  presenting  himself  to  the 
Secretary,  not  only  in  the  character  of  a  Director 
of  the  Bank,  but  of  a  Director  specially  delegated 
and  authorized  by  the  Bank  to  conclude  an  im- 
portant arrangement  with  the  Secretary,  in  re- 
spect to  the  terms  on  which  the  bank  was  to  con- 
tmue  a  depository  of  public  money.  By  the  printed 

Eipers  accompanying  the  Secretary's  report  to  the 
ouse,  of  the  27th  April,  1622,  it  appears  that,  on 
the  16th  February,  1820,  Mc  Edwards,  then  in 
Washington,  transmitted  to  ^e  Secretary  a  letter 
from  the  bank  to  the  Secretary,  signed  by  this 
ver/  Receiver,  as  President  of  the  bank,  contain- 
ing a  list  of  directors  for  the  year  1820,  in  which 
Mr.  Edwards's  name  is  included;  that,  at  the 
same  time,  be  also  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  a 
letter  from  the  bank,  signed  by  the  same  Mr.  Ste- 
phenson, informing  the  Secretary  that  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, "  one  of  the  directors  of  the  institution," 
b  authorized  to  suggest  certain  modifications  of 
the  contract  between  the  Secretary  and  the  bank, 
and  to  conclude  such  arrangements  as  he  may 
deem  acceptable,  which  will  be  cdtasidered  obli- 
gatory ;"  and  he  likewise  transmitted,  at  the  same 
time,  a  letter  from  the  bank,  addressed  to  himself, 
signed  aUo  by  Mr.  Stephenson,  stating  to  him,  at 
large,  the  changes  desired  by  the  bank,  and  the 
reasons  therefor." 

Contrasting  all  this  parade  of  circumstances, 
with  all  that  i  did,  in  regard  to  the  authority  thus 
conferred  upon  me,  '*  to  suggest  certain  modifica- 
tions of  the  contract;"  and  to  my  ^' special  dele- 
gation to  conclude  the  important  arrangement," 
It  would  seem  that  Mr.  Crawford  could  not  have 
desired  a  stronger  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the 
very  statement  which  he  now  afiects  to  question. 
What  did  I  do?  Nothinff  more  than  write  to 
him  a  short  note,  in  the  following  words,  viz :  '*  I 
have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  transmit  to  you  cer- 
tain communications,  which  I  have  recently  re- 
ceived from  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  the  object 
of  which  is  fully  explained  by  the  communications 
themselves."  Is  it  presumable  that  any  member 
of  the  Senate,  (not  excepting  my  colleague,  who 
was  opposed  to  the  bank.)  would  not,  under  simi- 
lar circumstances,  have  done  this  much  ?  Could 
I,  with  any  kind  of  decent  respect  for  a  portion 
of  the  people  I  represented,  have  done  less  1 

Without  otherwise  saying  any  thing  to  him  on 


the  subiect,  I  simply  left  the  papers  to  spctk  for 
themselves.  At  this  time  he  and  myidf  wereoft 
terms  of  intimacy,  and,  as  I  thought,  eordtality 
and  friendship.  Had  I  not  been  determiocd  not 
to  interfere  further  in  the  business,  I  should  cer- 
tainly have  spoken  to  him  about  it  Had  he  oot 
perfectly  understood,  from  my  publicatios,  ic, 
the  reasons  of  my  silence,  he  would,  donbdeo, 
have  mentioned  the  subject  to  me.  Bat  no  eoB- 
versation  having  taken  place  between  os,  in  I^ 
gard  to  this  matter,  confirms  my  statcmeot,  ud 
affords  a  very  strong  presumption  that  he  had  re- 
ceived all  the  information  before  referred  to. 

His  attempt  to  produce  an  impression  asfsft^ 
able  to  me,  from  the  circumstance  of  my  Dsme^ 
appearing  on  the  list  of  Directors,  i^  the  more  a* 
traordinary,  since  he  himself  has  prefaced  his  r^ 
marks  on  that  subject,  with  an  extract  from  mf 
oath,  from  which  it  appears,  ^  that,  though  I  hi 
been  once  elected  to  that  station  since  1819, 1  l»d 
refused  to  accept  it"  He  well  knows  that  to 
constitute  a  Director,  requires  the  coocurrifig  wills 
of  the  electors,  and  the  person  elected;  and, 
knowing  I  had  ^  refused  to  accept  the  appoiat- 
ment,"  nothing  can  be  more  disingenuoos  tbaats 
pretend  to  recognise  me  in  that  character.  If  te 
had  entertained  the  least  suspicion  that  I  had  not 
sworn  truly  on  the  subject,  his  whole  coadnct  ^ 
wards  me  can  leave  no  doubt  that  he  woold  hare 
spared  no  pains  to  have  been  prepared  to  poR 
the  fact.  It  being,  therefore,  obvious  that  ke 
must  have  believed  my  statement,  in  this  partico- 
lar  at  least,  what  can  be  thought  of  his  effort  it 
mislead*  others  in  regard  to  it  f  More  fraDkoess 
and  candor  surely  were  due  to  the  exalted  statioi 
he  occupies. 

My  name's  appearing  in  the  list  of  Direcion, 
was  produced  by  the  following  cireomstaDCfi. 
The  election  took  place  on  the  1st  January,  18%) 
while  I  was  attending  to  my  public  duties  ia  die 
place,  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  and, 
though  I  had  positively  declared  that  I  would  sot 
serve,  I  was  elected  by  the  influence  of  Qeoosl 
Payne,  of  Kentucky,  who  held  nearly  half  tii< 
stock  of  the  bank,  and  hoped  that  he  coald  in- 
vail  upon  me  to  change  my  determination,  vbicb 
he  in  vain  attempted  to  accomplish ;  all  of  whidi, 
I  have  no  doubt,  Mr.  Crawford  well  understood. 
It  was  probably  owing  to  this  gentleman's  iofla- 
ence,  and  that  of  his  powerful  connexions  io  Kea- 
tucky,  that  this  bank  continued  so  long  a  depos- 
tory  of  public  money 

From  Mr.  Crawford's  present  attempt,  ondtf 
all  these  circumstances,  still  to  implicate  me  a 
the  transactions  of  that  bank,  it  may  well  be  sup- 
posed that  his  first  efforts  for  that  purpose,  in  IS^ 
which  have  been  systematically  aiid  pertinaciooslf 
persevered  in,  to  the  immediate  cause  of  the  pres- 
ent controversy,  have  not  left  me  without  Jos' 
cause  of  complaint. 

My  conduct,  in  regard  to  that  bank,  has  been 
fairly  stated.  It  was  the  result  of  a  justifiable  de- 
sire to  protect  my  own  character  against  casoal- 
ties  tbat  might  have  injured  it;  and  not  with  a 
view  to  injure  or  give  dissatisfaction  to  any  huffiiB 
being.    Nor  did  f  imagine  that  it  could  hare  jvo- 
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dneed  aoy  motiTe,  or  furnished  any  groand,  for 
tecusation  against  me.  Finding,  however,  con- 
trary to  erery  renaonable  expectation,  that "  partial 
iaformation  from  the  Treasury  Department,"  con- 
eeniDg  my  agener  in  bringing  that  bank  into 
coooexion  with  tne  Treasury,  was  extensively 
osed,  with  no  little  success^  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
doeio^  injurioos  implications  against  me  ^  and 
thiokiog  that  I  had  just  reason  to  apprehend  they 
were  atoot  to  be  presented  ia  a  more  imposing 
form,  I  felt  myself  called  upon  to  address  to  Mr. 
Crawford  my  letter  of  the  9th  February,  1822,  in 
wbich,  from  a  desire  that  my  eondoct  should  be 
fairly  understood,  and  with  no  intention  or  expec- 
tatioD  of  giving  offence,  I  referred  to  and  asserted 
tbe  facts,  substantially,  in  relation  to  my  publica- 
tioD  of  1819,  and  the  Receiver's  letter,  which  are 
coDtaioed  in  my  oath  before  the  select  committee, 
in  Febroary,  1823. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more  preposterous 
tbaD  mv  assertion  of  thesj  facts,  and  the  request 
with  which  it  was  accompanied,  if  I  had  not  sup- 
posed that  all  these  documents  were  in  Mr,  Craw- 
fbrd^s  possession.  Nor  can  an^  thing  be  more  rea- 
sooable  than  to  suppose  that,  if  they  had  not  been 
Rceired  by  him,  he  would  then  have  said  so. 

He.  however,  alleges,  that  ''his  not  having  re* 
plied  to  this,  or  any  other  matters  contained  in 
tfaoR  letters,  resulted  from  his  having  declined 
tof  correspondence  with  Mr.  Edwards  on  the 
mbjects  to  which  they  referred,  in  consequence  of 
<  nenace  which  the  first  of  them  contained."  But 
let  08  inquire  what  that  menace  was? 

Having  stated,  in  my  letter  above  referred  to, 
ctreumstances  which  induced  me  to  suppose,  as 
well  they  might,  that  he  intended  to  make  some 
vie  of  my  name,  in  a  report  he  was  about  to  make 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  subject  of 
tbe  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  I  say,  *'  I  beg  leave, 
'  most  respectfully,  to  suggest  that  it  would  be  but 
'  aa  act  ot  justice  to  me,  to  present  my  publication 
'of  1819,  in  which  I  declared  I  would  be  no 
'longer  responsible  for  that  or  any  other  bank,  in 
'  aoy  way  whatever ;"  declaring  in  the  same  letter, 
that  the  object  of  it  was  to  manifest  my  disposi- 
tion or  willingness  to  avoid  the  necessity,  on  my 
prt,  of  calling  for  any  information  upon  the  sub- 
ject, or  referring  to  other  matters. 

It  is  this  declaration,  candidlv  made  with  a  view 
Utaroid  any  measure  that  miffht  be  construed  into 
u  e? idenoe  of  hobtility,  that  he  is  pleased  to  con- 
sider ^^the  menace  which  my  first  letter  contained." 
A^  however,  my  real  object  was  what  I  had  de- 
clared it  to  be,  1  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  in 
ny  second  letter,  that  ^l  owe  it  to  myself,  un- 
hesitatingly and  promptly,  to  disavow  any  inten- 
tion of  offering  personal  disrespect  to  you,  or  the 
Matioo  you  occupy."  The  menace,  then,  if  any 
had  been  made,  was  withdrawn.  Still,  however, 
be  did  not  think  proper  to  deny  that  the  commu- 
fiieations  alluded  to  were  in  his  possession,  which 
BO  doubt  he  would  gladly  have  done,  if  such  had 
heen  the  fact. 

But  he  did  not,  in  fact,  '*  decline  any  corres- 
pondence with  me  on  the  subjects  to  which  my 
letters  referred ;"  for,  in  his  answer  to  my  first  one, 


among  other  observations  wliieh  he  made  in  rela- 
tion to  those  "  subjects,"  he  says :  '^  I  assure  you, 

<  sir,  it  will  afibrd  me  great  pleasure  to  communi- 

*  eate  to  Congress  all  the  information  in  the  pos- 
'  session  of  ttie  Department,  concerning  that  bank, 
'  your  agency  in  bringing  it  into  connexion  with 

*  the  Tr^sury,  and  the  representations  which  were 

<  made  against,"  &c.;  thereby  manifesting  a  dis- 
position rather  to  show  that  he  had  no  desire  to 
conceal  and  withhold  the  documents  alluded  to^ 
than  to  deny  their  existence. 

Under  these,  and  other  circumstances  men- 
tioned in  my  communication  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  it  would  be  extraordinary,  on  the 
supposition  that  my  publication  and  the  Re- 
ceiver's letter  had  not  been  received,  even  if  he 
bad  declined  replying  to  my  letter  of  February. 
1822,  that  their  existence  should  have  remained 
for  a  period  of  more  than  two  years  unquestioned: 
and  that  even  a  doubt  npon  the  subject  should 
have  been  for  the  first  time  suggested  ^<,at  the  mo- 
ment of  my  departure  for  a  foreign  country." 

But  Mr.  Crawford  has,  in  his  communication, 
attempted  to  avail  himself  of  an  additional  ground 
to  convict  me  of  false  swearing,  in  what  he  is 
pleased  to  call  my  "alleged  expectation"  that  the 
letters  referred  to  in  my  testimony  as  having 
passed  between  himself  and  Colonel  Stephenson^ 
would  have  been  communicated  to  the  House, 
under  one  or  other  of  the  resolutions  of  February, 
1822. 

"As  the  resolutions,"  says  he,  "  under  which  it 
^  is  alleged  these  letters  should  have  been  commu- 
^  nicated,  call  only  for  the  correspondence  between 
'  certain  banks  and  the  Secretary,  it  is  unnecessary 
'  to  explain  why,  among  the  letters  which  were 
'  communicated,  any  correspondence  between  a 
'  ^  Receiver'  and  the  Secretary  was  not  to  be  found. 
'  Nor  is  it  easy  to  imagine  how  any  one,  informed 
'  of  the  tenor  of  those  resolutions,  should  have 
'  entertained  the  expectation  of  seeing  the  letters 
'  in  question  among  the  papers  which  were  trans- 

*  mitted." 

In  order  to  a  correct  understanding  of  this  part 
of  the  subject,  it  may  be  useful  to  advert  to  my 
testimony  before  the  committee.  In  this,  after 
stating  that  I  had  prevailed  upon  "  Colonel  Ben- 
'  jamin  Stephenson,  the  Redeiver,  aad  the  FreH' 
^dent  of  the  Bank  at  EdwardmUe,  to  write  to  the 
'  Secretary,"  &c..  I  say :  "I  was  much  surprised 
'  at  not  seeing  tnis  correspondence  in  the  report| 
'  as  well  as  one  or  more  letters,  which,  I  confi- 
'  dently  believe,  were  written  to  the  Secretary  of 

*  the  Treasury,  1819,  for  the  purpose  of  apprizing 
'  him  of  the  situation  of  the  bank,  at  that  time, 
'  and  inducing  him  to  forbear  to  draw  upon  it, 
'  until  it  could  relieve  itself  from  the  pressure  it 
'  was  then  encountering."  Now^  as  from  my 
whole  statement,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  it  is 
evident  that  the  subject-matter  of  the  letter  re- 
ferred to  in  my  testimony,  related  much  more  to 
the  affairs  of  the  bank  than  to  the  ordinary  duties 
of  the  Receiver,  it  surely  ia  not  more  extraordinary 
that  I  should  have  expected  to  have  seen  this 
letter,  or  so  much  of  it  at  least  as  related  to  the 
affairs  of  the  bank,  "among  the  papers  which 
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-were  transmitted,"  than  that  Mr.  Crawfbrd  him- 
self should  have  transmitted  a  variety  of  letters 
from  this  same  Receiver,  under  the  resolutions 
referred  to.  But  he  has,  in  other  instances,  acted 
upon  the  very  consideration  which  induced  the 
**  expectation,''  on  my  part,  to  which  be  now  ex- 
cepts ;  or  why  did  he  transmit  his  letter  to  the 
Receiver  at  St.  Louis,  of  19th  January,  1822,  (see 
document  No.  119,)  and  state,  in  the  report  which 
it  accompanied,  that  he  had  transmitted  ''all  the 
additional  returns  and  correspondence  required  by 
the  resolution,  e^epi  two  letten  from  th$  AoHoit  at 
St.  LoHitj  which  Win  of  a  eoHjIdeaiial  nature?'*  Noth- 
ing  could  have  rendered  it  neceesarv  to  have  com* 
municated  the  first,  or  to  have  apologized  for  not 
transmitting  the  other,  but  the  circumstance  of 
their  relating,  as  the  letter  of  Colonel  Stephenson 
did,  to  ihe  aflfairs  of  the  bank. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  amplifications  which 
he  has  given  to  his  original  charge,  as  contained 
in  the  report  in  question,  I  now  return  to  the  letter, 
which  is  as  follows: 

"  The  Hon.  Mr.  Edwards,  late  a  Senator  from 
Illinois,  havinff  suted,  on  his  examination  before 
a  committee  of  the  House,  on  the  13th  February, 
1823,  that  the  late  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  at 
Edwardsviile  had,  on  bis  advice  and  in  his  pres- 
ence, written  a  letter  to  the  Secretarv,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  a  publication  which  Mr.  Edwards  rep- 
resents himself  to  have  made,  some  time  in  the 
year  1819,  announcing  his  intention  of  retiring 
from  the  directorship  of  the  Bank  of  Ed.wards- 
Tille,  and  that  h«  had  advised  the  Receiver  to 
withhold  his  depositee  from  the  hank  until  he 
eould  receive  further  orders  from  the  Secretary ; 
mod  that  the  Reooioer  afterwards  informed  him  that 
ke  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  di- 
recting him  to  continue  the  deposites ;  the  Secre- 
tary deems  it  proper  to  state,  that  no  snch  letter 
from  the  Receiver  is  to  be  found  on  the  files  of  the 
Department ;  that  the  officers  employed  in  it  have 
no  recollectioi^  of  the  receipt  of  such  a  letter ;  and 
that,  on  an  examination  or  the  records  of  the  De- 
partment, it  appears  that  no  answer  to  any  such 
letter,  directing  the  Receiver  to  continue  the  de- 
posits, was  ever  written  to  him  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury." 

Whatever  difiereht  interpretations,  ingenious 
and  forced  constructions  might  have  given  to  this 
report^  Mr.  Crawford's  elaborate  commentarv 
upon  It  must  now  carry  conviction  to  every  mindf, 
that  its  real  object  was,  at  least,  to  create^  a  suspi- 
cion of  the  truth  of  ray  statement,  both  in  regard 
to  the  Receiver's  having  written  the  letter  men- 
tioned in  my  testimony,  and  of  his  having  ^  after- 
wards informed  me  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  directing  him  to  continue  the 
deposites."  The  report  itself,  as  well  as  the  com- 
mentary, alleges  circumstances  which  are  intended 
to  invalidate  the  former,  and  he  has  impeached 
the  latter  by  denying  that  he  ever  gave  such  in- 
structions to  the  Receiver. 

The  facts,  then,  fairly  at  issue  between  us,  are : 

1st.  Whether  the  Receiver  did  write  the  letter 
alluded  ttf? 

2d.  Whether  he  "afterwards  informed  me,  that 


he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Seereurj,  i- 
recting  him  to  continue  the  deposites  ?" 

As  to  the  first : — It  appears,  that  on  the  6th  of 
August,  1819,  Mr.  Crawford  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  Receiver,  most  emphatically  requiring  him  to 
state,  why  he  had  not  then  *'  deposited  the  pobUc 
moneys  in  his  hands  in  the  bank,  in  coofonnitf 
with  the  instructions  from  the  Department,"  and 
alleging  that  there  could  be  no  longer  any  eici» 
whatever  for  retaining  the  public  money.  (See 
No.  1.) 

It  is  difficult  to  believe,  either  that  the  Beeemr 
would  have  neslected  to  answer  this  poemptur 
letter,  or  that  Mr.  Crawford  would  have  tolenieil 
such  a  disrespectful  omission.  The  litter,  bov- 
ever,  has  stated  additional  circumstances  whick 
render  it  wholly  improbable  that  any  snch  ncgket 
should  have  occurred.  He  represents  the  Reeeinr 
as  having  been  guilty  of  great  remissness  in  regud 
to  making  his  deposites  for  months  before,  lad 
says  that  he,  (the  Receiver,)  ^  must  have  diseor- 
ered  that  the  Secretary  was  dissatisfied  with  his 
for  retaining  the  public  money  in  his  hands.  He 
must  have  wen  aware  that  every  subsequent  leton 
which  he  transmitted  to  the  Treasury,  as  it  eihib- 
ited  an  increasing  balance,  and  as  it  showed  tkt 
be  made  no  depositee  in  bank,  would  aggrsnte 
the  Secretary's  dissatisfiustion."  Mr.  Cnwfeni, 
however,  relies  upon  these  circomstancestopfon, 
that  if  the  Heeeiver  had  answered  this  letter,  be 
would,  in  his  subsequent  conresnQndence,  eoos^ 
ing  of  two  short  notes,  have  maoe  ^  some  allanoi 
to  the  communicatimi  which  explained  thereuoe 
of  his  apparent  disobedience,  and  lo  the  instroc- 
tioas  which  he  expected  in  answer,  for  the  gor- 
emment  of  his  conduct  in  that  important  paitie- 
ular ;''  bat  would  ic  not,  let  ae  ask,  have  beet 
much  mora  extraordinary  and  uaaccountaUe,  tto 
he  should  not  haveansimed  the  letter  at  all,  thu 
that  he  should  have  failed,  in  one  or  two  shert 
subsequent  eomntttnications,  to  have  alioded  10 
this  answer  1 

The  letter,  in  fact,  was  fully  aaswered  on  the 
18th  October,  1819.  No  other  answer  wis  ever 
given  by  the  Receiver.  And  this  is  the  very  let- 
ter in  question,  which,  after  accounting  for  its 
delay,  assigns  as  a  leason  for  not  hitVing  theretofoR 
made  the  depositee,  a  difficulty  that  might  therebf 
have  been  created,  of  complying  wiSi  prefwos 
instructions:  presents  an  account  of  the  then  stf« 
nation  of  the  bank ;  intimates  apprehensions  as  10 
its  future  prospects ;  declares  an  unwillingness  10 
make  further  depositee,  without  such  instroctioii 
as  the  Secretary  might  think  fit  to  give,  ''on  1 
full  disdosura  of  the  whole  circumstances  of  tk 
case ;"  and,  among  other  things,  expressly  states. 
that  "the  publication  of  <£»vemor  Edwards, 
herewith  transmitted,  shows  the  course  he  is  dj»> 
posed  to  pursue."  All  of  which,  I  am  hippy  ^ 
say,  can  be  established  by  the  original  &wi^  of 
the  letter  itself,  on  file  in  the  office  of  Samael  D. 
Lockwood,  Esq.,  Receiver  of  the  Public  Mooefs, 
at  Edwardsviile,  with  an  endorsement  thereon  in 
the  hand-writibg  of  the  late  Receiver,  (who  hai 
been  dead  about  eighteen  months,)  purporting  that 
the  letter  was  sent  to  Mr.  Crawford  in  Octoher. 
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1819,  (of  which  an  attested  eopf  is  hereto  annexed, 
see  No.  2.) 

On  the  22d  October,  1819,  ten  days  aAer  the 
date  of  the  letter  last  referred  to,  the  Receiver 
a^io  writes  to  Mr.  Crawford,  and  states,  that 
''tweWe  thousand  five  hnndred  dollars  of  the  cap- 
ital stock  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  having 
been  paid  into  the  bank  since  the  date  of  my  last 
letter,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  cir- 
eomsfances,  in  conseqiience  of  some  of  the  sog- 
|estioDs  made  in  that  letter.  (See  No.  3.)  The 
ln»t  fact  in  issne  between  Mr.  Crawford  and  my- 
self, is  therefore  established. 

As  to  the  3d,  viz:  "That  the  Receiver  in« 
formed  me  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary, directing  him  to  continue  the  deposites," 
it  must  be  admitted  that  my  statement  does  not 
render  me  at  all  responsible  for  the  truth  of  this 
informatioff ;  and,  that  it  might  have  been  given 
to  me,  er>en  if  it  had  not  been  true.  But  as  this 
circumstance  would  have  weakened,  so  the  fact 
of  Mr.  Crawford's  having  actually  written  a  let- 
ter to  the  Receiver  in  November,  1819,  expressly 
sayings  '^I  request  that  you  will^  immediately  after 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  deposite  in  the  Bank  of 
fidwmrdsville  the  whole  of  the  money  in  your 
possessioo  on  the  30th  instant,**  must  sufficiently 
corroborate  my  testimony. 

This  letter,  it  is  true,  does  not  profess  to  be  an 
answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Receirer  of  the  12th  of 
October,  1819,  nor  have  I  imposed  upon  myself 
any  obligatibn  to  prore  it  to  be  so.  But  there 
are  certainly  strong  circumstances  to  show, 

1st.  That  it  was  written  in  consequence  of  the 
ReoeireHe  letter; 

2d.  That  it  could  not  have  been  written  on  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  professes  to  hare  been 
written. 

As  to  the  first.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  in 
noticing  '*the  difficulty"  suggested  by  the  Re- 
eeiyer  as  an  excuse  for  not  having  made  the  de- 
posites, Mr.  Crawford  is  so  particular  in  pointing 
out  tbe  means  of  obviating  that  difficulty,  that  it 
IS  almost  impossible  to  resist  the  belief  that  he  had 
then  received  the  letter  in  question. 

This  bdief,  however,  acquires  great  additional, 
if  not  irresistible  strength,  from  another  docu- 
ment which  Mr.  Crawford  enclosed  in  his  letter 
to  the  Receiver,  of  the  1st  November,  1819.  It 
will  be  perceived  that,  among  the  strongest  rea- 
sons urged  by  the  Receiver  for  declining  to  make 
the  deposites,  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  with- 
out further  instructions  from  the  Secretary,  were 
his  apprehensions  of  danger  to  it  from  'Mhe  hos- 
tility of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  and  citizens  of  St. 
Louis,"  and  his  apprehensions  that  the  drafts  of 
the  Secretary  might  fall  into  their  hands,  or  those 
of  ^  persons  who,  under  their  influence  would  be 
disposed  to  insist  Upon  specie,  when  notes  would 
answer  them  equally  well,  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  harassing  aind  distressing  the  bank."  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  it  was  to  allay  these  apprehensions 
that  Mr.  Crawford  (who  had  checked  the  Bank 
of  Missouri  for  its  conduct  towards  other  banks) 
transmitted  jn  his  letter  to  the  Receiver,  who  was 
also  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville, 


the  document  alluded  to,  which  is  headed  ^'A  list 
of  bank  notes  which  would  be  received  by  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  according  to  the  letter  of  the 
President  of  that  bank,  dated  9th  August,  1819." 
(See  No.  5.)  For  what  other  possible  purpose 
could  this  *^\isV*  have  been  intended  ?  And  what 
else  could  have  induced  him  to  send  it  to  the  Re- 
ceiver at  Edwardsville  ? 

Further  corroboration  of  his  having  received 
the  letter  in  question,  is  furnished  by  the  circum- 
stances of  his  having,  on  the  same  day  that  he 
wrote  to  the  Receiver  at  Edwardsville,  written 
on  the  same  subject  to  both  the  Receiver  at  Kas- 
kaskia,  and  the  Cashier  of  the  Blink  of  Edwards- 
ville, giving  to  the  former  particular  instructions 
about  making  his  deposites;  and  enclosing  to  the 
latter  a  copy  of  a  letter  that  be  represents  himself 
to  have  written  to  both  these  Keceivers,  from 
which  it  appears  that  he  ordered  them  to  deposite 
all  the  public  moneys  which  they  should  receive 
after  the  last  day  of  the  month  in  which  he  wrote 
— ^not  in  the  Bank  oL  Edwardsville,  but  in  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  until  otherwise  directed.  (See 
No.  6.) 

Considering  the  circumstances  disclosed  by  Mr. 
Crawford,  in  regard  to  the  withholding  of  the  de- 
posites by  those  two  Receivers,  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  either  of  them  would  have  been  guilty 
of  any  unnecessary  delay  in  making  the  deposites 
after  the  receipt  of  his  letters  to  them  of  the  1st 
November,  1819;  and,  if  these  letters,  which  pur- 
port to  have  been  written  at  that  time,  were 
promptly  transmitted  by  mail,  according  to  their 
respective  destinations,  it  i?  inexplicable  that  the 
Receiver  at  BdwardsviUcL  who  resided  within 
about  two  hundred  yards  of  the  bank,  of  which  he 
was  also  the  President,  should  not  have  deposited 
^  the  whole  of  the  money  in  his  possession  on  the 
30th  November,"  before  the  31st  December;  and, 
that  the  Receiver  at  Kaskaskia  should  not  have 
made  his  deposite  till  3d  January  following.  Mr. 
Crawford  admits  that  the  former  did  not  receive 
his  letter  till  some  time  in  the  month  of  December, 
but  at  what  time  in  that  month  is  not  stated,  not 
how  the  fact  was  ascertained,  or  is  ascertainable, 
(see  his  eemmunioiuion,  page  6.)  Such  delays 
as  must  have  intervened  between  the  date  and  re- 
ceipt of  those  letters,  at  a  season  of  the  year  when 
the  mail  is  liable  to  so  little  obstruction,  affords 
matter  of  speculation,  in  which,  for  the  present,  I 
forbear  to  indulge. 

But  I  would  ask  what,  bat  the  letter  of  the  Re* 
ceiver  at  Edwardsville  of  the  13th  October,  could 
have  startled  Mr.  Crawford  into  ail  this  hurry  of 
writing,  and  sodden  change  of  the  place  of  de^ 
posite;  and,  at  the  saine  time,  account  for  the 
subsequent  hesitation  that  seems  to  be  fairly  in- 
ferrible from  those  otherwise  unaccountable  de- 
lays 1  As  that  letter  was  well  calculated  to  pro* 
dace  such  results,  and  nothing  else  appears  to 
account  for  them,  it  cannot  be  unreasonable  to 
refer  them  to  that  cause. 

He  attempts  to  avoid  the  inference  of  his  hav- 
ing received  this  letter,  and  my  publication,  by 
stating  "  that  if  they  had  been  known  to  him,  they 
woald  naturally  have  been  alluded  to  on  such  an 
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occasion"  as  that  of  writia^  to  those  Receivers ;  in 
other  words,  that  the  receipt  of  them  would  have 
been  acknowledged  by  him.  Bot  he  admits  the 
receipt  of  the  letters  of  Mrs.  Stephenson,  and  the 
Receiver  at  Kaskaskia  of  the  18th  September, 
1819,  and  attaches  much  importance  to  them  in 
his  communication;  yet,  thouffh  it  would  have 
been  just  as  <'  natural"  that  he  shonld  have  alluded 
to  them,  as  to  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  of  the  13th 
October,  he  h  as  silent  as  to  either  of  them,  as  he 
is  to  the  latter,  or  as  he  was  to  that  part  of  the 
letter  of  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  of 
the  9th  August,  1819,  which  gives  such  an  alarm- 
ing account  of  the  Bank  of  EdwardsviUe.  His 
not  having  noticed  the  letter  in  qnestion,  in  any 
of  bis  subsequent  communications,  therefore,  fur- 
nishes no  evidence  to  rebut  the  strong  presump* 
tion,  that  1  have  relied  upon,  to  prove  that  he 
must  have  received  it. 

Let  us  then  briefly  inqoirei  whether  his  letter  of 
the  1st  November  could  have  been  written  on  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  professes  to  have  been 
written. 

He  professes  to  have  been  induced  to  write  it, 
from  an  inspection  and  examination  of  the  monthly 
accounts  or  those  Receivers,  and  commences  it  in 
the  following  words,  viz :  <'  Upon  referring  to  your 
monthly  accounts,  it  appears  that  you  have  re- 
tained all  the  money  which  has  been  received  by 
you  since  the  month  of  August  last."  Now,  a 
moment's  reflection  is  all  that  can  be  necessary  to 
convince  yon  that  there  could  not  have  been,  at 
Washington,  on  the  1st  November,  more  than  one 
monthly  account  of  moneys  received  after  the 
month  of  Au^ustt  preceding.  And,  if  he  had  re- 
ferred to  their  monthly  accounts,  he  would  have 
perceived  that  the  Receiver  at  Kaskaskia  had  re- 
tained in  his  hands,  all  the  money  received  by  him 
after  the  18(h  May,  and  the  Receiver  at  Edwards- 
▼ille  had  made  no  deposite  since  the  1st  day  of  the 
preceding  July-Circumstances,  which  it  is  ex- 
tremely improbable  he  would  have  overlooked,  or 
neglected  to  advert  to  in  his  letter,  unless,  indeed, 
there  was  some  peculiarity  in  these  cases  that  de- 
fies all  skill  in  guessing,  which  rendered  it  more 
excusable  in  these  ofllcers  to  have  retained  one 
part  of  the  public  money  than  another. 

But,  if  something  more  than  meets  the  eye  was 
not  intended,  whv  was  his  letter  to  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville,  or  1st  November,  1819^  together 
with  its  enclosure  on  the  subject  of  those  very  de- 
posites,  suppressed  1  Their  omission  concealed  a 
fact  which  afibrds  a  very  strong  presumption  that 
he  bad  received  the  letter  of  the  Receiver  at  Ed- 
wardsville of  the  12th  October ;  and  it  is  rendered 
less  probable  that  they  were  withheld  through  in- 
advertence or  forffetfulness,  from  the  circumstance 
of  my  having  called  his  attention  to  the  subject  by 
my  correspondence  with  him  in  February,  1822, 
just  about  the  time  he  made  the  report  that  ought 
to  have  contained  them. 

This  letter,  though  at  last  brought  out  upon  the 
third  call  upon  Mr.  Crawford  for  his  correspondence 
with  the  banks,  and  accompanying  the  report  tbat 
was  intended  to  afiect  me  so  injuriously,  is  still 
given  in  such  «  manner,  as  not  only  to  conceal 


the  true  state  of  the  case,  but  to  produce  uiin- 
pression  directly  contrary  to  the  fact,  bf  omittiBg 
to  communicate  its  enclosure,  which  is  so  refund 
to  as  necessarily  to  make  it  a  part  of  tkeletta; 
and  this  impression  would  probably  oerer  ban 
been  questioned,  but  for  the  present  coDtest,ifi 
which  the  report  has  involved  me. 

The  letter  commences  by  saying,  ^'Tbe  letter, 
of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  wa«  addresed  tc 
the  Receivers  of  public  money  at  Kaskaskia  ud 
Edwardsville  ♦»♦♦*♦.  To  prevent  the  iocon- 
venience  and  risk  which  may  nsolt  from  (Ik  a^ 
cumulation  of  such  large  sums  in  the  haodsof 
those  officers,  1  have  this  day  directed  them  to  d^ 
posite  in  the  bank  the  sams  which  may  be  m  tiiai 
possession  on  the  30th  instant,  and  to  depoiite. 
monthly,  the  money  which  may  be  received  doiifi| 
each  month." 

Now,  in  what  bank  would  anf  one  vamat 
these  monthly  deposites  were  to  be  made?  to- 
tainly  in  the  Bank  of  Kdwardsvilie,  to  which  tiit 
letter  was  addressed.  But,  palpable  as  this  cm- 
elusion  may  appear,  the  fact  is  directly  otkerw&e. 
and  the  enclomire  will  prove  it.  By  the  liner, 
Mr.  Crawford  says,  "  I  request  Uiat  yoa  will  ia- 
mediately  deposite  in  the  Bank  of  Edwardsrille 
whatever  sums  may  be  in  your  hands  on  theSDii 
instant,  (November,  1819.)  »  ♦  ♦  ♦,  Yoa  wiU, 
after  the  depoeite  herein  directed,  make  your  de 

Sosites  in  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  until  otherviK 
irected."  Who,  let  me  ask,  could  have  tafefrei 
from  the  letter  above,  that  these  directions  bad 
been  given  to  those  Receivers,  or  to  either  of  ibea' 
And  can  it  be  denied  that  this  endosuie  oagbtte 
have  been  communicated,  for  the  sake  of  truth  fi' 
oothins  more? 

But  let  us  see  how  this  case  stands  ia  other  l^ 
spects.  If  he  did  not  send  such  a  letter,  and  pn 
such  instructions  to  those  Receivers,  he  madei 
direct  and  positive  misrepresenlation  to  the  task, 
fur  which  no  adequate  motive  can  be  perceiTci 
But  if,  as  he  himself  asserts,  he  did  gire  such  is- 
structions,  it  shows  most  clearly  that  he  did  inuad 
to  suspend  the  making  of  deposites  io  that  bisk, 
and  accounts  much  more  satisfactoriij  than  he 
has  done  in  his  communication  to  you  for  his  Id* 
ter  of  the  20th  April,  1820,  which  directs  the  de 
posites  to  be  continued  with  a  degree  of  parties- 
larity  that  would  scarcely  have  been  thooght  necei- 
sary,  if  there  had  been  no  reason  to  sapiiose  it  had 
been  his  intention  to  discontinue  them. 

But  he  has  appealed  to  the  want  of  aay  s^ 
signable  motive  for  the  concealment  of  any  w 
the  foregoing  Acts,  as  proof  that  none  was  is- 
tended.  I  tauce  no  issue  with  him  apoo  his  mo- 
tives or  intentions.  I  may,  however,  be  penniued 
to  say,  that  the  pertinacity  with  which,  in  oppo- 
sition to  all  the  proofi;  I  have  exhibited,  he  sm 
endeavors  to  hold  me  responsible  for  the  Bank  of 
Edwardsville,  after  the  Fall  of  1819,  renders  it 
probable  tbat  he  might  not  have  been  willing  to 
let  me  escape  from  responsibility  at  that  time. 
Overwhelmed,  as  he  was,  with  repr«BeDiaiioos 
against  the  bank,  mv  withdrawal  irom  it  msj 
have  confirmed  bis  lears,  and  rendered  hira  re- 
luctant to  disclose  any  circumsCance  that  was  csi* 
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eolated  to  devolve  apon  Jiira  an  increased  respon- 
sibilitj  for  events  then  apprehended,  and  since 
realized. 

Having  received  a  coinmunication  through  the 
eotnmittee,  that  contains  a  reference  to  a  conver- 
ntioQ  that  I  am  represented  to  have  had  with 
Mr.  Campbell^^f  Ohio,  on  the  day  of  my  departure 
from  the  city,  in  March  last,  I  feel  myself  au- 
thorized to  fiwe  the  following  explanations : 

In  travelling  through  Kentucky,  last  Summer, 
I  received,  at  Russelsville,  in  that  State,  a  confi- 
dential eommunication  from  Virginia,  warning 
me  that  1  was  to  be  attacked  at  the  then  suc- 
ceeding session  of  Congress,  and  that  Governor 
Coles,  of  Illinois,  was  expected  to  co-c^rate  in  it, 
and  advising  me  strongly  to  come  on  to  Washing- 
ton a  week  or  two  before  the  meeting  of  Coiigress, 
for  the  purpose  of  preparing  for  a  defence.  These 
intimations  coming  from  a  source  that  I  knew  to 
be  entitled  to  the  highest  respect,  1  did  not  think 
it  prodent  to  disregard  them ;  and,  not  expecting 
to  retarn  to  Illinois  for  some  time  thereafter,  I 
wrate  to  the  honorable  Daniel  P.  Cook  on  the 
sabject,  in  consequence  of  which,  a  correspond- 
ence took  place  between  him  and  Governor  Uoles, 
in  which,  1  believe,  the  latter  disavowed  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  information  as  it  related  to  him. 
I  refer  to  this  correspondence  with  the  less  reluc- 
tance, because  Governor  Coles,  who^e  character  is 
well  known  here,  can  establish  it. 

Being  thus  warned,  1  endeavored  to  prepare  for 
the  threatened  attack,  and  came  on  to  Congress 
with  a  determination  to  do  nothing  unnecessarily 
to  provoke  it,  but  to  meet  it,  whatever  it  might 
be,  with  firmness,  whenever  it  should  be  made.  I 
however,  never  once  suspected  any  thin?  like  the 
iasiauation  contained  in  Mr.  Crawford's  report, 
and  though  I  may  have  written  as  much,  or  even 
more  than  has  been  supposed,  preparatory  for  an 
anticipated  atuck,  yet  it  is  most  certain  that  not 
one  word  of  it  related  to  the  subjeci  of  the  reporL 
This  I  had  neither  anticipated,  beard  of,  or  seen, 
tdl  about  one  hour  before  my  intended  departure, 
OB  the  day  after  it  was  communicated  to  the 
House.  It  then  took  me  by  such  perfect  surprise, 
that  I  neither  knew,  nor  could  decide,  what  was 
best  to  be  done  with  il,  and  I  left  the  city  without 
ever  having  mentioned  the  subject,  as  well  as  I 
can  recount,  to  any  person  or  persons,  except 
three  members  of  the  House  of  Reprensentatives, 
of  whom  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  was  one. 

I  met  with  him  on  the  morning  I  left  the  city, 
and  ray  impression  is,  that  he  introduced  the 
subject,  and  seemed  to  have  no  doubt  that  the 
report  was  intended  as  an  attack  upon  me.  In 
the  course  of  the  conversation  with  him,  I  alluded 
to  the  contidential  information  above  referred  to, 
probably  spoke  of  what  I  had  prepared  and  in- 
tended to  have  done,  in  any  event  that  might 
have  rendered  it  necessary  to  have  defended  my- 
self, at  an  earlier  period,  and  regretted  that  I  could 
not  have  been  permitted  to  get  off  in  peace.  It  is 
idle  to  insinuate  tt)at  my  answer  to  the  report 
could  have  been  written  before  my  departure  from 
this  place.  The  latter  could  not  be  answered  till  it 
existed,  and,  after  it  was  known  to  me,  I  did  not 


remain  here  long  enough  for  any  such  purpose. 
Besides,  a  letter  which  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Campbell, 
on  my  journey,  (towards  whom  I  had  no  motive 
for  concealment,  will  show  that  my  comrounica- 
lion  was  then  not  only  not  written,  but  that  I  did 
not  expect  to  employ  more  than  three  hours  in 
replying  to  the  report.  One  thing  is  certain,  that 
no  man  could  have  been  less  disposed  than  myself 
to  be  the  aggressor,  in  any  controversy  whatever, 
at  that  time ;  and,  if  I  had  not  considered  the  re- 
port as  intended  and  calculated  to  fix  an  indeli- 
ble blot  upon  my  reputation,  which  I  knew  I  did 
not  deserve,  nothing  would  have  been  heard  from 
me,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Crawford. 

The  anxiety  which  the  Committee  manifest, 
and  must  so  naturally  feel,  to  get  through  with 
this  investigation,  and  my  continued  indisposition 
rendering  it  impossible  to  proceed  with  my  repli- 
cation to  Mr.  Crawford's  communication,  as  I  had 
intended,  so  as  to  finish  it  within  the  time  which 
I  could  reasonably  hope  to  prevail  upon  the  Com- 
mittee to  wait,  I  feel  myself  compelled  to  post- 
pone, to  a  future  occasion,  which  will  not  be  ne- 
glected, a  full  answer  to  all  his  remarks,  and,  at 
present,  to  content  myself  with  a  few  observations 
upon  those  of  them  which  are  most  prominent, 
and  seem  to  demand  the  most  immediate  atten- 
tion. 

Commencing  his  justification  for  receiving  so 
much  uncurrent  paper,  some  of  which  was  greatly 
below  par,  from  certain  local  banks,  with  a  history 
of  the  commencement  of  the  direct  connexion  of 
the  Bank  of  Missouri  with  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, on  the  1st  August,  1818,  he  says :  ^<  Before 
this  time  the  bank  had  acted  as  the  agent  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  had  fulfilled  its 
engagements  with  that  instifution  with  good 
faith,  &c,  *  *  *  *  The  large  amount  of  money 
to  be  received  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  in 
that  quarter,  rendered  a  connexion  with  such  a 
bank  not  only  convenient,  but  necessary.  *  *  *  * 
The  Receivers  were  instructed  to  receive  the  notes 
of  such  banks  as  paid  specie  op  demand  for  their 
notes,  and  no  other,  and  to  deposite  them  in  the 
bank,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer."  But  (says 
he)  in  this  arrangement  with  the  bank,  ''there 
was  no  stipulation  as  to  what  kinds  oi  money 
it  should  receive  or  pay  for  the  Treasury."  These, 
therefore,  must  have  been  ffeneral  deposites,  and 
having  been  made  at  the  solicitation  of  the  bank, 
without  amr  special  agreement,  it  thereby  imposed 
upon  itself  the  highest  obligation  in  regard  to 
them,  that  the  acceptance  m  an  unconditional 
general  deposite  could  create  upon  any  bank 
whatever. 

But  besides  this  general  principle,  there  was  a 
contract  that  excludes  every  construction  which 
could  have  imposed  upon  him  any  obligation, 
moral  or  legal,  to  have  taken  from  the  bank  any 
paper  that  was  not  of  as  much  value  as  the  depos- 
ite, at  the  time  it  was  made. 

This  bank  was  continued  a  depository  of  the 
public  money  on  the  same  terms  on  which  il  had 
been  employed  as  the  agent  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  except  that,  instead  of  the  deposites 
being  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  Cashier  of  the 
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Bank  of  the  United  States,  they  were^  on  this 
second  arrangement,  to  be  drawn  oat,  '^  from  time 
to  time,  by  Treasury  drafts." 

la  both  cases  they  were  to  be  drawn  for  as  oc- 
casion might  require,  subject  to  the  following 
conditions,  riz : 

1.  If  in  favor  of  individuals,  to  be  paid  at 
sight. 

2.  If  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
payable  in  sixty  days. 

It  appears,  from  Mr«  Crawford^  own  reports, 
"  that,  m  1817,  an  arrangement  was  made  be- 
tween himself  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
by  which  the  public  funds  were  to  be  deposited  in 
the  branches  of  that  institution,  in  all  places 
where  such  branches  existed;  and,  where  there 
was  no  such  branches,  the  bank  was  to  designate 
certain  State  banks,  for  which  it  would  be  respon- 
sible, and  in  which  such  public  moneys  should  be 
deposited,"  dtc. 

In  conformity  with  this  arrangement,  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  having  selected  and  em- 
ployed the  Bank  of  Missouri  as  a  depository  of  the 
fublic  money,  became  responsible  to  the  Treasury 
>epartment  to  pay  cash  for  all  moneys  therein 
deposited.  This  it  could  have  had  no  motive  for 
domg,  without  a  correspondent  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  Bank  of  Missouri.  Who  could  be 
better  judges  of  what  would  create  such  an  obli- 
gation, than  the  enlightened  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  Their 
disinterested  opinion  on  the  subiect  is  practically 
demonstrated  by  the  adoption  of  measures  which 
they  must  have  considered  fully  adequate  to  secure 
their  own  interest,  and  impose  upon  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  the  correspondent  obligation  above  refer- 
red to.  Their,  therefore,  not  requiring  "  a  stipu- 
lation as  to  what  kind  of  money  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  should  pay,"  is  the  best  proof  that  they 
did  not  consider  any  stipulation  in  addition  to 
those  expressed  or  implied  by  the  contract,  as  ne- 
cessary to  impose  upon  that  bank  the  obligation 
to  nay  cash. 

If,  then,  notwithstanding  the  want  of  such  a 
stipulation,  the  Bank  of  Missouri  was  answerable 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  public 
deposites  as  cash,  by  what  kind  of  aigument  can 
it  be  demonstrated  that  the  absence  of  such  a  stip- 
ulation exempted  it  from  a  similar  obligation  in 
its  subsequent  engagements  with  the  Treasury 
Department  ? 

By  the  contract,  there  were  but  two  ways  by 
which  the  Secretary  could  claim  the  right  to  de- 
mand, or  the  bank  the  right  to  make,  payment. 
The  one  by  drafts  in  favor  of  individuals,  payable 
at  sight.  The  other  by  drafts  in  favor  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  payable  in  sixty  days.  There 
was,  therefore,  no  obligation  on  Mr.  Crawford  to 
receive  one  cent  himself,  nor  to  enter  into  an  ar- 
rangement with  other  banks  to  receive  any  part 
of  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  Missouri.  How, 
then,  was  he  ^*  bound"  to  accept  the  uncurrent 
money  which  he  received  from  that  hank  ?  By 
the  contract  he  could  have  lawfully  required  it  to 
pay  the  whole  amount  of  deposites,  either  on  drafts 
m  favor  of  individuals,  or  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 


ted States,  subject  to  the  conditions  that  apply  to 
each.  Had  he  drawn  for  the  whole  amooDt  of 
the  deposites,  according  to  the  contract,  his  dnfn 
could  not  have  been  discharged,  without  the  cos- 
sent  of  the  holders  thereof,  in  any  ttiing  bat  Icgi! 
money,  and  a  protest  of  the  drans  would  anqoo- 
tionably  have  furnished  good  cause  of  aetioa 
against  the  bank. 

But  it  IS  manifest,  from  other  considentims, 
that  it  could  not  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
parties  that  the  deposites  were  not  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a  cash  demand  upon  the  bank.  Both  pir- 
ties  knew,  at  the  time  of  the  contract,  that  thi 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  not  receiTe,  ia 
payment,  any  thing  but  cash,  or  its  equivalent;! 
contract,  therefore,  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  of 
Missouri,  to  pay,  if  required,  the  whole  amooiit  ^ 
the  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Siiia, 
must  have  been  understood  as  m  ohligatiofi  to 
pay  it  in  legal  money,  or  such  other  funds  as  that 
tMink  would  consent  to  receive. 

If  the  construction  now  contended  for  by  Mr. 
Crawford  be  correct,  it  equally  mpplies  to  all  the 
other  Innks  which  he  employed,  whose  cooDexioB 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ceased  oo  the 
30th  June,  1819,  and  a  more  injudicious  arraBf^ 
ment,  nor  one  better  calculated  to  perpetuate  ^'Uie 
evils  of  special  deposites,"  could  not  well  hare 
been  made.  They  were  not  booitd  to  receive  aav 
notes  which  at  the  time  of  deposite  were  not  equal 
to  cash ;  and  if  they  might  theresfter  disebarfe 
the  obligations  created  by  those  deposites  ia  it 
predated  paper,  there  could  not  be  worse  maQag^ 
ment  than  permitting  the  deposites  to  accDmih 
late,  as  he  says  they  did  in  the  Baok  of  Missooii, 
in  rather  less  than  one  year,  to  the  aorount  of  up- 
wards of  9^40,000,  composed  principally  of  nota 
most  liable,  from  the  very  nature  or  the  times,  to 
depreciate. 

Under  such  circumstances,  boweirer  solvent  the 
Bank  of  Missouri  might  be,  such  mm  amoant  of 
notes  could  not  be  kept  on  hand  so  long,  withoot 
danger  of  great  loss  to  the  Treasury,  and  there- 
fore U  most  have  been  bad  management  not  to 
have  found  some  means  of  exchanging  them  for 
cash,  or  applying  them  to  the  public  service. 

It  is,  however,  but  a  waste  or  time  to  dwell  opoa 
a  point  which  the  testimony  of  some  of  the  best 
informed  and  most  distinguished  gentleaen  of 
which  this  country  can  boast,  taken  io  this  cas^ 
proves  to  be  so  incompatible  with  the  geaeial 
usage  and  practice  of  banks  in  such  cases. 

I  will,  therefore,  notice  this  part  of  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's communication  no  farther  than  to  make  a 
single  remark  upon  the  evidence,  bjr  which  he  en- 
deavors to  prove  that  he  was  *<bound"  to  have  taJRB 
even  more  nncurrent  notes  than  he  did  receive 
from  the  Bank  of  Missouri.  "  This  evidoice  (stp 
he)  is  statement  E,  prepared  at  the  Bank  of  Mis- 
souri, and  laid  before  the  Missouri  Legislature,  by 
a  committee  which  was  appointed  to  examine  the 
report  of  the  bank,  and  which  committee  repre- 
sents itself  to  have  had  before  it,  and  carefolly  ex- 
amined, the  books,  notes,  and  such  other  papers 
of  the  bank,  as  were  necessary.  The  statement 
is  ^  of  moneys  on  hand,  September  6,  1819.  le- 
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ceired  from  the  several  Receivers  of  Public  Mo- 
neys, bpioff  such  as  they  were  authorized  to  re- 
ceive by  the  Hon.  William  H.  Crawford,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.'  It  purports,  he  adds,  to 
bare  been  takea  from  a  register  kept  by  the  Cashier 
3f  the  bank  from  the  8th  of  August,  1818,  to  the 
3th  of  September,  1819,  which  period  includes 
3Diy  twenty-seven  days  not  embraced  by  the  first 
irraogement  under  wnich  the  bank  was  account- 
ible  only  in  kind.  By  this  statement  it  appears 
hat  the  bank  had  then  on  band  notes  taken  from 
fleceivers,  of  a  description  not  receivable  by  it  on 
^neral  deposite  as  cash,  amounting  to  9^^,064, 
)f  which  $283,757  were  of  the  kinds  transferred 
)y  it  to  the  Treasury." 

Iq  stopping  so  short,  however,  with  bis  quota- 
ion  from  this  document,  he  has  omitted  a  most 
naterial  part  of  it,  which  overthrows  his  whole 
ioQclusions;  for,  in  reference  to  those  very  notes, 
he  document  states  that  though  they  had  been 
eceived  as  above  stated,  "  the  bank  did,  at  its 
)wo  eipense  and  risk,  convert  the  same  into  spe- 
cie." It,  then,  this  document  is  good  for  anv 
hiog,  it  ieares  him  wholly  destitute  of  any  apol- 
ogy whatever  for  receiving  uncurrent  notes  from 
hat  bank. 

But  waiving  all  question  of  his  obligation  to 
eceive  uncurrent  notes  from  this  bank,  I  return 
0,  and  insist  upon,  a  specific  statement  contained 
B  my  communication  to  the  House,  which  I  think 
le  has  but  poorlv  evaded. 

It  is  this:  "That  being  called  on  by  a  resolu- 
ion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  state  the 
(mount  of  uncurrent  notes  which  he  received  from 
hese  banks,  he  has  misstated  it,  making  it  less 
han  it  really  was." 

To  decide  this  matter,  it  is  necessary  to  see 
K)th  what  he  has  said  and  what  be  has  done  in 
egard  to  it. 

In  his  report  of  the  14th  February,  1822,  page 
\ia  replying  to  the  call  that  had  been  made  upon 
lim  for  the  amount  of  uncurrent  paper  which  he 
lad  received  from  certain  banks,  he  says  as  foi- 
ows,  viz : 

"From  the  Bank  of  Tombigbee  there  have 
leen  received  $15,311,  in  the  notes  of  the  State 
)aDk  of  North  Carolina. 

"From  the  Bank  of  Missouri  there  have  been  re- 
vived the  following  sums,  viz: 
n  Dotes  of  the  State  Bank  of  North  Ca- 
rolina   $42,000 

of  the  Bank  of  Nashville         -       -    29,844 
of  the  Farmers  andMechanics'  Bank 

of  Cincinnati      ....    11,845 
of  the  Miami  Exporting  Company      8,661 
of  the  Bank  of  Cincinnati        -       •      3,846 
of  the  Bank  of  Muskingum     -       -         291 
of  the  Fanners,  Mechanics,  die.  Man- 
ufacturers'Bank  of  Chitlicothe   -         350 
"And,  from  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  there 
JVC  been  received  $18,562,  in  notes  of  the  Bank 
I  Kentucky  and  its  branches.  * 

'4n  the  two  first  cases,  the  notes  were  received 
3  the  month  of  March,  1820,  and  in  the  third, 
a  October,  1821.    All  these  notes,  above  de- 
cribed,  were  uncurrent  at  the  time  they  wer^  re- 
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ceived  from  the  banks.  *  *  ♦  *  In  no  other 
case  have  uncurrent  bank  notes  been  received 
from  any  bank  in  which  the  public  money  has 
been  deposited." 

These  are  the  assertions  of  Mr.  Crawford,  about 
which  there  can  be  no  dispute.  If,  then,  I  can 
show  another  case,  or  other  cases,  in  which  un- 
current bank  notes  have  been  as  clearly  received 
from  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  as  in  the  cases  he  has 
mentioned,  I  make  good  my  statement.  This  be- 
ing all  that  I  desire,  I  shall  content  myself  with 
but  a  single  ease  at  present. 

In  his  Tetter  I.  No  9,  of  the  2d  March,  1820,  to 
the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Misssouri,  he  acknow- 
ledges that,  "  in  consideration  of  a  proposition 
made  by  Colonel  Riddick,  as  agent  of  the  Bank 
of  Missouri,  he  had  agreed  to  take  a  draft  "  in 
favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  pay- 
able at  Louisville,  for  $40,156,  in  notes  of  that 
bank  and  its  branches."    (See  document  66.) 

His  letter  B.  No.  25,  to  the  President  of  the 
Bank  of  Missouri,  of  the  14th  November,  1820, 
and  the  President's  answer,  B.  No.  26,  of  the  12th 
December,  1820,  (see  document  119,)  show,  that 
the  said  40,156,  in  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee 
and  its  brancbesj  were  transmitted  to  the  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Louisville,  on  the 
21st  May,  1820,  according  to  his  orders,  where 
they  were  received  by  him. 

The  Hon.  Hugh  L.  White's  testimony  shows 
that  these  notes  were  mostly  on  the  Branches 
of  the  State  Bank  of  Tennessee,  and  that  these 
Branches  had  suspended  specie  payments  some 
time  in  the  Summer  of  the  previous  year. 

These  notes,  it  will  be  seen,  are  not  included 
among  the  uncurrent  notes  which  Mr.  Crawford 
acknowled^  to  have  received ,  though  they  were 
equally  entitled  to  that  denomination.  I  therefore 
submit  the  naked  fact  to  the  Committee,  that  he 
did  receive  uncurrent  notes,  to  a  considerable 
amount,  in  another  case,  besides  those  specified  in 
his  report  on  that  subject. 

Without  positively  denying  this  statement,  Mr. 
Crawford  would  seem  to  impugn  it,  by  alleging 
that  those  notes  were  immeoiately  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  as  cash,  by  the  Bank  of 
Tennessee.  This,  if  ever  so  correct,  cannot  dis- 
prove the  fact  I  have  alleged.  The  notes  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer  were  as  much  a  cash  demand 
upon  the  bank,  as  any  entry  it  could  make  on  its 
books  upon  their  alleged  transfer.  But,  had  they 
been  paid  the  next  day,  it  would  not  prove  that 
they  were  not  uncurrent  when  received.  They, 
however,  remained  at  Louisville,  from  the  21st  of 
May,  1820,  till  January,  1822.  and  have  only  been 
discharged  by  payments  in  depreciated  paper,  to 
pensioners,  and,  possibly ^  a  few  other  public  cred« 
itors ;  so  that,  if  the  Treasury  has  escaped  a  loss, 
it  has  fallen  upon  those  who  were  entitled  to  the 
gratitude  and  justice  of  their  country.  But  I  have 
not  pretended  to  allege  any  thing  more  upon  this 
subject  than  the  mere  fact  that  more  uncurrent 
notes  were  received  than  has  been  stated  by  Mr. 
Crawford ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  incumbent  upon 
me  to  show,  that  the  Treasury  has  sustained' any 
loss,  or  that  the  Bank  of  Missouri  has  gained  an 
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advantage  at  the  expense  of  the  poor  pensioners 
on  the  Goremment.  I  have  not  represented  these 
<^as  notes  of  insolvent  banks,"  like  those  on  some 
of  the  Banks  of  Ohio  actually  were.  But,  I  have 
no  doubt,  that  as  much  might  have  been  said  in 
favor  of  the  receipt  of  some  of  the  other  Tennes- 
see notes,  which  Mr.  Crawford  acknowledges  were 
uncurrent,  as  of  those  on  the  Branches  of  the  Bank 
of  Tennessee.  If,  however,  I  am  bound  to  pursue 
the  subject  further,  for  my  own  justification,  then 
certainly  I  have  a  right  to  call  for,  and  should 
wish  to  see,  the  proof  on  which  Mr.  Crawford  has 
predicated  the  statements  which  he  has  made  to 
the  Committee  on  this  subject. 

The  next  subject  to  which  I  be^  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee,  is,  to  my  fifth 
statement,  in  the  following  words,  viz : 

''  That  he  has  in  his  report  to  the  House,  mis- 
represented the  obligations  of  those  banks,  or  some 
one  of  them,  at  least,  and  predicated  thereon  an 
indefensible^  excuse  tor  his  conduct  in  receiving 
those  uncurrent  notes." 

It  is  evident  that  I  have  been  misapprehended 
in  regard  to  this  statement.  I  certainly  never  in- 
tends! to  be  understood  as  alleging  that  Mr.  Craw- 
ford had  misrepresented  the  contracts  which  were 
submitted  with  his  report ;  for  I  myself  relied  upon 
these  contracts,  and  the  fact  that  no  public  money 
had  been  received  by  the  Banks  of  Edwardsville 
and  Tombigbee,  before  the  date  of  their  respective 
contracts  to  pay  cash  for  the  deposites,  for  proof 
of  my  allegation. 

The  Committee  justly  consider  this  statement 
as  the  recapitulation  of  a  charge  previously  made ; 
and  i|  will  be  seen  that,  for  a  specification  thereof, 
I  referred  to  a  preceding  part  of  the  communica- 
tion that  contained  it.  This  is  expressed  in  the 
following  words,  viz : 

'^  Being  called  on  by  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  state  the  amount  of  uncur- 
rent paper  which  he  received  from  the  local  banks 
that  had  been  made  the  depositories  of  the  public 
money  received  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands, 
he  admits  the  receipt  of  a  large  amount  from  the 
Banks  of  Edwardsville,  Missouri,  and  Tombigbee. 
But,  as  an  excuse  for  his  conduct,  he  represents 
those  notes  to  have  been  deposited  in  these  banks 
'  before  the  date  of  their  contracts,  under  which 
they  agreed  to  account  for  the  public  deposites  as 
specie/" 

My  opinion  certainly  is,  that  any  statement 
which  either  adds  to  or  diminishes  the  real  obli* 
^tions  of  those  banks,  must  be  a  misrepresenta- 
tion of  their  obligations ;  and,  taking  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's statement  to  be  correct,  it  implies  the  exist- 
ence of  obligations  difierent  from  those  contained 
in  "  the  contracts  submitted  with  his  report ;"  for 
the  deposites  could  not  have  been  made  "  he/ore** 
the  date  of  those  contracts,  without  an  expressed 
or  implied  contract  thereupon,  which  was  not 
communicated,  but  which,  from  his  statement, 
must  be  understood  as  ffiving  to  those  banks  a  right 
to  tender  the  money  which  he  received  from  them. 

My  object,  however,  was  to  show  that  he  had 
misstated  the  fact  *Mn  saying  that  the  uncurrent 
notes  which  he  had  received  from  the  Banks  of  fid* 


wardsville  and  Tombigbee,"  bad  been  deposited 
in  these  banks  before  the  date  of  their  cootncts, 
under  which  they  agreed  to  account  for  the  pob- 
lie  deposites  as  specie."  And  this  statement  I  now 
beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  decisioD  of  the  com- 
mittee, holding  myself  ready,  if  the  committK 
have  any  doubts  on  the  subject,  to  show  that  those 
deposites  were  made  in  the  bank  afUr  and  uoiU- 
fare  the  date  of  their  contracts  to  pay  cash  for 
them. 

Mr.  Crawford  has  labored  to  show  that  theiotcr- 
est  of  the  Western  country  required  theemployoat 
of  the  local  banks  as  depositories  of  public  mosff. 
I  am  not  disposed  to  contest  this  point,  noriodear 
that  a  judicious  employment  of  solvent  and  pro- 
dent  local  banks  for  this  purpose,  inigbt  hire  if- 
forded  some  relief,  though  the  principal  object 
which  he  seems  to  have  had  in  view  was  to  reliert 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  from  the  odium  cf 
collecting  the  public  revenue,  and  converting  it 
into  available  funds,  bv  substituting  the  loca! 
banks  for  that  purpose.  According  to  bis  arraD;^ 
ment,  as  he  himself  has  develo^d  it,  his  intes- 
tion  was  to  render  the  public  money,  by  whoa- 
soever  collected,  available  wherever  the  poblif 
service  might  require  it.  Of  course,  whether  col- 
lected by  the  local  banks  or  the  Bank  of  theUai* 
ted  States,  it  was  intended  that  all  of  it  wbic: 
could  not  be  appropriated  to  the  public  serriceis 
the  Western  should  be  transferred  to  the  AilaDUc 
States.  The  drain  of  specie,  or  its  equiralfst 
therefore,  from  the  West,  with  the  exception  C 
the  permanent  deposites,  was  intended  to  beibf 
same  in  either  case,  and  it  is  doubtful,  at  losi 
whether  the  ephemeral  relief  thus  alK>rded  to  un 
Western  community,  has  not  been  more  than  ore- 
balanced  by  the  evils  which  finally  resulted  from 
the  injudicious  execution  and  suicidal  ezteoston 
of  this  plan.  Certainly  great  losses  have  resolie<l 
from  it,  as  the  events  of  almost  everv  day  exhi^t, 
and  if  they  have  not  fallen  upon  the  Treason, 
thepeople  cannot  have  escaped  them. 

The  principal  ground  of  my  objections  to  Mr> 
Crawford's  conduct  in  this  respect,  has  been  ei- 
hibited  to  the  House  in  the  following  word-s  riz. 

"  The  most  objectionable  parts  of  his  conduct 
in  regard  to  these  matters,  are,  his  mismanaf^ 
ment  of  those  banks,  and  his  continuing  to  ttn* 
ploy  them  after  he  himself  had  become  sensible 
of  the  danger  of  doing  so." 

To  establish  this  statement,  I  rely  upon  hu 
communication  to  the  committee  to  show  that  k 
continued  the  Bank  of  fid  wardsville  a  depo^itorr 
of  public  money,  after  he  was  so  convinced  of  (>< 
want  of  good  faith,  as  to  act,  in  other  respecti- 
upon  that  opinion. 

I  rely  upon  his  correspondence  with  the  Bmb 
of  Tombigbee,  Huntsvilie,  Sieubenrille,  and  \> 
cennes,  and  Governor  Jennings'  lestirnony  in  re- 
gard to  the  latter,  to  show  that  be  was  apprized 
that  there  was  danger  in  continuing  the  depositee 
in  the  three  first,  and  that  he  continued  ihc  U»a 
a  depository  of  public  money  after  it  hid  forieaea 
all  claim  to  his  confidence,  and  proved,  to  his  own 
satisfaction,  that  it  could  not  safely  he  trusted. 

I  raly  upon  the  testimony  that  has  been  taken 
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before  the  committee,  to  prove,  1,  That  he  has 
icted  illegally  in  makine;  deposites  of  public 
iDODey  Id  local  baaks  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  e?eQ  in  this  city,  without  making  report 
thereof  to  Congress,  according  to  law.  2.  That 
be  ba$,  in  a  Tariety  of  instances,  abused  his  power 
to  make  deposites  of  the  public  money  by  actually 
making  pure  gratuitous  loans  of  them ;  and  3, 
Tbat  of  the  loans  which  he  thus  made,  in  1819,  a 
part  thereof  has  not  been  repaid,  and  is  in  danger 
of  being  lost. 

By  the  document  66,  A.  No.  10,  it  appears  that. 
Doiwitbstandinj;  he  had  made  loans  to  certain  local 
bioks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  were  so 
crippled  as  not  to  be  able  to  continue  their  opera- 
tions without  the  assistance  he  afforded  them  from 
the  Treasury,  and  particularly  the  Mechanics' 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  whose  situation  he  well 
hew,  and  to  which  he  had  made  ^Ye  several 
loans  of  public  money,  to  enable  it  as  the  witnes- 
sess  say,  to  wind  up  its  affairs,  and  which  loans, 
or  the  major  part  thereof,  remained  unpaid,  he 
did,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1820,  the  year  after 
these  loans  were  made,  direct  the  Receivers  of 
Pflblic  Moneys  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri, 
lad  Michigan,  to  receive  the  notes  of  those  banks 
ID  payment  for  public  lands. 

By  document  No.  66,  it  appears  that  the  Far- 
mers and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Cincinnati,  into 
vhich  he  directed  the  public  deposites  to  be  made, 
io  1819,  besides  its  other  debts,  owed  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  $220,000 ;  had  issued  its  own 
notes  to  the  amount  of  $77,550,  and  had  of  spe- 
cie only  $19,430 ;  and  that  he  was  twice  offered 
uy  additional  security  for  the  fulfilment  of  iu 
engagements,  which  he  might  require,  but  which 
be  declined  taking. 

By  the  same  document  it  appears  that  he  de- 
clined the  offer  to  pay  interest  by  the  Bank  of 
HaDtsTille,  which  the  Treasury  was  justly  entitled 
to  receive  from  tbat  bank. 

By  his  report  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Brahan,  Re- 
arer of  Public  Moneys  at  Huntsrille,  it  appears 
ti^at  that  officer  had  appropriated  a  very  large 
jmoant  of  the  public  money  to  his  own  use ;  that 
be  was  continued  in  office  an  improper  length  of 
^e  after  his  misconduct  was  known  to  Mr. 
^ravford ;  that,  finally,  in  settling  with  him,  a 
'^fge  amount  that  was  justly  due  to  the  United 
S^tes,  as  interest  apon  the  money  which  he  had 
Di»pplled,  was  relinquished ;  and  that  the  in-. 
dwgence  he  received,  as  to  the  time  of  repayment, 
Was  more  than  he  deserved. 

By  Mr.  Crawford's  own  communication  to  the 
committee,  he  himself  has  shown  a  case  of  a  Re- 
aver, which  would  have  rendered  it  improper  to 
^tioue  any  man  in  such  an  office,  under  the 
circamsiances  which  he  has  stated.    • 

There  must  also  have  been  some  bad  manage- 
^SDt  in  his  permitting  the  deposites  in  the  Bank 
wAlissouri  to  accumulate  to  the  amount  of  $726,- 
^)  when  the  transfer  of  any  part  thereof  to  the 
Branch  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  at  Louisville, 
»as  so  practicable  by  the  facilities  constantly  af- 
Med  by  steamboat  navigation  between  St.  Louis 
^d  that  place ;  in  his  permitting  the  Bank  of 


Missouri  to  delay  the  payment  he  required  from  it 
in  June,  1819,  for  about  five  months;  in  his  with- 
drawal, in  March,  1820,  of  his  previous  drafb 
upon  it,  and  then  agreeing  to  take  a  much  less 
sum,  and  a  great  portion  of  it  in  uncurrent  notes, 
with  an  intimation  to  the  President  of  the  bank, 
of  ten  months  additional  indulgence,  (see  his  let- 
ter I,  No.  9,  66  ;)  and  this,  too,  at  a  time  when  the 
bank  must  have  had  in  its  vaults,  besides  its  other 
l^ood  funds,  about  $221,599  40,  in  specie,  which 
It  was  permitted  to  retain  and  use.  and  which 
was  $43,424  40,  more  than  the  wnole  amount 
of  the  payments  stipulated  for  by  Colonel  Rid- 
dick,  as  the  agent  of  the  bank.  (See  bank  return, 
February,  1820.) 

Admitting  that  Mr.  Crawford  was  right  in  re- 
ceiving so  much  uncurrent  money  from  tnis  bank, 
I  submit  it-  to  the  committee  whether  he  was  not 
wrong  in  permitting  the  bank,  at  that  time,  still 
to  retain  such  a  large  amount  of  public  money  in 
its  possession ;  and  for  a  more  detailed  illustra- 
tion of  this  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  invite  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  the  last  document  at- 
tached to  my  communication  to  the  House,  and 
to  a  comparison  of  the  statements  therein  con- 
tained, with  the  public  documents  to  which  they 
refer. 

I  greatly  regret  that  the  want  of  time,  will  not 
permit  the  committee  to  allow  me  the  benefit  of 
testimony  that  I  otherwise  could  produce,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  management  of  the  Banks  of  Tombig- 
bee  and  Steuben vilie.  I  beg  leave,  however,  to 
refer  you  to  a  table,  herewith  transmitted,  which 
shows  the  amount  of  continued  deposites  in  those 
banks,  for  years  in  succession,  above  the  perma- 
nent deposites  allowed  to  them,  respectively,  and 
to  submit  to  you,  whether  these  deposites,  thus 
continued,  can  be  considered  in  a  less  objectiona- 
ble light  tnan  loans  without  interest. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

JuNB  11, 1824. 


ARGUMENT. 
To  the  Hon,  John  Floto,  Chaiffnan^  ^c. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the 
present  mvestigation  to  myself,  personally,  I  beg 
leave,  with  unfeigned  deference  and  respect,  to 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  the 
following  remarks : 

SensiUe  1  am,  that  the  statements  of  my  ad- 
dress to  the  House,  to  use  the  laoguaffe  of  the  com- 
mittee, are  such  as  should  not  be  '*  lightly  made.'' 
and  resolved  I  am,  that,  if  they  are  *'  superficially 
examined,"  it  shall  be  in  spite  of  my  utmost  exer- 
tions. 

It  is  obvious  to  the  common  sense  of  mankind, 
and  apparent  from  the  reasoning  of  the  commit- 
tee, that,  from  the  active  nature  of  responsibility, 
both  moral  and  official,  in  this  country,  upon  him 
who  undertakes  to  arraign  the  conduct  of  an  im- 
portant functionary,  must  the  weightof  his  charges 
recoil,  if  he  fail  to  establish  them.  This  conside- 
ration, while  it  furnishes  a  motive  for  zeal  and 
perseverance  on  my  part,  is  calculated  to  oppresa 
me  with  mortification,  at  finding  that  the  com- 
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xnittee  hare  given  this  decided  and  injarious  di- 
rection to  the  statements  which  they  think  fit  to 
denominate  charges,  contained  in  my  address, 
after  they  had  commanded,  and  before  they  could 
procure,  my  appearance  for  the  purpose  of  explain- 
ing-and  enforcms  those  statements. 

This  having  Seen  done,  I  tmst  I  shall  be  par- 
doned for  endeavoring  to  show,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  committee,  that  the  course  of  reasoning, 
by  which  it  was  effected,  is  not  authorized  either 
by  the  facts  admitted  by  themselves,  or  by  the  evi- 
dence which  was  presented  to  them. 

To  relieve  this  subject,  as  far  as  may  be,  from 
the  complexity  of  words  and  inferences  in  which 
it  is  involved,  I  must  be  permitted  to  define,  be- 
yond the  power  of  misinterpretation,  the  charac- 
ter and  import  of  the  statements  which  I  made,  and 
to  claim,  if  I  show  that  they  are  sustained,  by  the 
facts  and  evidence  offered  to  the  committee,  relief 
from  the  culpable  responsibility  with  which  their 
report  htts  a  tendency  to  burden  me,  and  from  the 
onerous  task  of  investigating  motives,  which  my 
address  does  not  assign,  or  of  abiding,  in  the  ac- 
countable position  indicated  by  the  committee, 
the  result  of  a  moral  inquiry ^  which,  however  it 
xnav  comport  with  the  partiality  oi  Mr.  Craw- 
fora's  friends,  is  certainly  excursive  and  gratuitous 
in  reference  to  the  statements  which  f  had  the 
honor  to  advance.  These  the  committee,  not  ad- 
verting to  the  document  by  which  they  were  oc- 
casioned, have  denominated  charges,  and,  as  such, 
they  are  fairly  and  conveniently  susceptible  of  a 
division  into  two  general  heads,  each  of  which 
may  be  supported  by  maintaining  the  specifica- 
tions npon  which  they  depend. 

According[  to  this  arrangement,  the  first  is  to 
this  effect,  viz :  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, the  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  has  mismanaged 
the  national  funds ;  and  the  second  amounts  to 
this :  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  been 
guilty  of  neglect  of  official  duty« 

In  order  to  sustain  these  charges,  I  shall  follow 
the  example  of  the  committee,  and  shall,  in  the 
first  place,  recite  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  30th 
April,  1816,  which  declares  "  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  and 
directed  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem 
necessary,  to  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all  duties, 
taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing,  or  be- 
coming payable  to  the  United  States,  to  be  col- 
lected and  paid,  in  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and  de- 
clared, or  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable 
and  paid  on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  currency  of 
the  United  States ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the 
20th  day  of  February  next,  no  such  duties,  taxes, 
debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing,  or  becoming 
payable  to  the  United  States,  as  aforesaid,  ought 
to  be  collected  or  received,  otherwise  than  in  the 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of 
banks  which  are  payable,  and  paid,  on  demand, 
in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the  United  States.'' 

By  the  terms  of  this  resolution,  it  is  not  only 
plain  to  the  understanding  of  every  man,  but  ex- 
pressly declared  by  the  committee,  it  was  made 


"  obviously  imperative"  on  the  Seoetary  of  the 
Trfasury,  after  the  20th  February,  1617,  <'toatlov 
nothing  to  be  received  for  debts  due  to  the  Uoited 
States,  but  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  Staio, 
Treasury  notes,  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  those  of  State  Banks,  the  Botes  of 
which  were  payable,  and  paidj  on  demtcd,  in 
cash." 

In  conformity  with  the  injunctions  of  this  reso- 
lution, and  with  the  act  incorporating  th«  Biok 
of  the  United  States,  an  arrangement,  (agreeme&O 
it  is  affirmed  by  the  committee,  was  concluded,  m 
the  early  part  of  1817,  between  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  that  institution,  by  which  it  vas 
stipulated  that  the  public  funds  were  to  be  depoi' 
ited  in  the  Branches  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uaitai 
States,  in  ail  places  where  such  branches  existed; 
and,  in  others,  that  bank  was  to  select  and  desig> 
nate  certain  State  Banks,  for  which  it  was  to  be 
responsible,  and. in  which  such  public  nofieft 
were  to  be  deposited ;  and  notes  of  all  banks,  wbox 
paper  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  re* 
ceive,  in  deposite.  as  cash,  aind  name  other,  were  to 
be  received  on  sales  of  the  public  lands.  Ob  the 
30th  June,  1818,  this  agreement,  it  is  stated  byt&e 
committed  terminated,  at  the  instance  of  ibe 
Bank  of  tne  United  States ;  and,  under  the  clr- 
cutkistances  attending  this  fact,  the  Secr^ttir 
entered  into  agreements  with  certain  State  BafibS; 
by  which  they  were  employed  as  points  of  deposie 
and  instruments  of  transfer  for  the  public  mooer. 
in  the  course  of  its  collection  and  disburseoiefit 
Engagements,  of  this  description,  were  effected  iff 
the  Secretary  with  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  oa  v» 
1st  of  Auffust,  1818,  with  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1819,  and  with  drose 
of  Illinois,  Huntsville,  and  Tombigbee,  aboat  the 
same  time.  Soon,  however,  it  is  declared  br  the 
committee,  this  connexion  between  the  otatf 
Banks  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasarr  vts 
extended  in  its  application,  and  varied  in  its  M- 

gations.  A  greater  number  of  banks  were  em- 
raced  by  it,  and  more  favorable  conditioas  were 
allowed  them.  It  was  agreed  that,  as  an  eqniT- 
alent  for  the  risk  and  expense  of  deposite  a&d 
transfer,  the  use  of  a  stipulated  sum  should  be 
permitted  them,  as  a  permanent  deposite,  which 
was  not  to  be  withdrawn,  except  in  a  certain  spe- 
cified case. 

The  substance  of  this  agreement  between  tbe 
.Treasury  and  these  State  banks,  is  expressed  k* 
the  coimmittee  in  the  following  words : 

1.  "  That  the  bank  should  receive  in  dcposiit 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury,  as  cash,  from  the 
Receivers  of  Public  Moneys,  all  the  current  noie 
of  such  banks  as  maintain  cash  payments;  with 
power,  however,  to  discontinue  to  receive  the  note 
of  any  particular  bank,  on  giving  reasontbie  no- 
tice of  such  intention  to  the  Receiver. 

2.  «  That  the  bank  should  pay,  at  sifht,  all 
drafts  from  the  Treasury;  and  should  *^'['*^ 
fer,  on  request,  all  sums  on  hand  beyood  tlie 
amount  of  the  stipulated  permanent  deposite,  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  certtw  «n- 
merated  Branches  of  that  Bank,  and  dial  a^"«a 
sura  should  remain  in  the  bank,  as  before  men- 
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tioaed,  as  a  permanent  depo&ite,  to  be  transferred, 
however,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  six 
months  after  the  termination  of  the  agreement. 

3.  *'  That,  if  the  mbney  w.ere  wanted  for  dis- 
bursement in  the  neighborhood  of  the  banks,  it 
might  be  drawn  for  at  sight,  notwithstanding  such 
dndfts  might  reduce  the  permanent  depositeoelow 
the  stipulated  sum. 

''  The  amount  of  this  permanent  deposite  was 
to  be  increased,  if  it  should  appear  that  the  bank 
should  receive  and  transfer  such  large  sums  as 
(hat  the  expense  thereof  should  not  be  considered 
as  compensated  by  the  benefit  of  the  deposite 
which  had  been  stipulated.  It  was  also  prescribed 
that  the  bank  should  render  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  to  the  Treasurer,  duplicate 
monthly  returns  of  its  accounts  with  the  Treasurer; 
and  to  the  Secretary,  confidential  monthly  returns 
of  the  state  of  its  own  affairs,  showing,  also,  the 
credits  of  all  public  officers,  in  the  bank ;  and  also, 
quarterly  lists  or  returns  of  aU  its  debtors,  to  the 
end  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  might  de- 
termine CD  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  public 
lieposite  in  such  bank." 

The  effect  of  this  arrangement  is  thus  summed 
ap  by  the  committee. 

^  The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  the 

permanent  deposite  allowed  to  each  bank,  respee- 

tirely,  as  the  equivalent  for  the  services  rendered, 

or  expected  to  be  rendered,  by  it  to  the  Treasury : 

Bank  of  Steubenville      -        -       -  $50,000 

Bank  of  Chillicothe        -       -       -  100,000 

Franklin  Bank  of  Columbus  -        -     20,000 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 

Indiana 40,000 

Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawaeetown  •     50,000 
Branch  Bank  of  Koitncky  at  Lou- 
isville  100,000 

Bank  of  Tombigbee  at  St.  Stephen's  100,000 
Planters  and  Merchants'  Bank  of 

HuntsvUle 75,000 

Bank  of  Missouri  ....  150,000 
Bank  of  Vincennes  •*  ...  75,000 
BankofEdwardsville  .  -  -  40,000 
Fanners  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 

Cincinnati  .....  100,000 
"  The  amount  of  .these  permanent  deposites  is 
nine  handred  thousand  dollars;  the  interest  on 
which  som,  at  six  per  cent.,  would  be  fifty  four 
thoosand  dollars."  And  I  allege^  in  support  of 
my  first  charge,  that,  by  means  cu  it,  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  was  made  to  pay  to  the  State 
banka  enumerated,  the  sum  of  9^}^0,  annually, 
fi)r  receiving  and  transferring  the  public  money : 
service  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
bound,  by  the  provisions  of  its  charter,  as  well  as 
hf  the  agreement  of  the  early  part  of  1817,  to  per- 
fbnu,  ^without  compensation. 

This  allegation  the  Committee  declare  to  be  un- 
fbonded.  They  consider  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  bound  to  transfer  no  other  de- 
scription of  public  funds,  than  cash  funds;  and  in 
order  to  sustain  their  declaration,  they  affirm  that 
the  Sank  of  the  Uhited  States  was  not  bound  to 
reeeiwein  deposite  ^  as  cash,  the  bills  of  any  banks 
hot  its  own."    In  this  affirmation  there  appears  to 


me  to  be  something  of  a  fallacy,  the  detection  of 
which  may,  perhaps,  induce  the  Committee  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  their  construction  of  this 
obligation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  By 
the  circular  of  the  Treasury  to  the  State  banks, 
under  date  of  the  1st  of  July,  1818,  announcing 
the  termination  of  the  agreement  between  the  for- 
mer and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  ex- 
pressing conditions,  upon  the  acceptance  of  which 
the  advantage  of  deposite  and  the  services  of  trans- 
fer between  The  former  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  were  extended  to  these  banks,  they  are  in- 
structed, in  relation  to  all  sums  deposited  subse- 
quently to  the  30th  June,  1818 — the  period  at 
which  the  agreement  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  expired — ^'^to  enter  them,  as  heretofore,  to 
the  credit  of  the  Bank  of  the  united  States,  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States."  And  in  his  letter 
to  this  institution,  of  tbe  30th  June,  the  Secretary 
maintains,  earnestly  and  successfully,  the  existence 
of  a  complete  right  in  the  Treasury  to  hold  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  responsible  for  what- 
ever "  moneys  were  deposited  to  its  credit  in  the 
State  banks ;"  and,  after  remarking  that  "  an  ex- 
amination of  the  returns  made  b^  the  bank  to  the 
Treasury,  of  the  public  money  in  its  possession, 
for  which  the  Treasurer  [of  the  United  States]  is 
credited,  supports  this  position,"  he  alleges,  in 
illustration  of  it,  '^for  whatever  the  bank  has 
charged  itself,  in  its  account  with  the  Treasury, 
except  for  the  special  deposites,  it  is,  I  presume,  m 
point  of  law  ana  common  sense,  responsible.  The 
special  deposites  were  entered  to  the  credit  of  the 
Treasury,  upon  the  express  stipulation  that  the 
lumk  should  not  be  accountable  until  they  were 
converted  into  specie,  or  into  bills  admitted  by  the 
bank  to  be  equal  to  specie."  He  adds,  below,  "  1 
am  persuaded  that  the  facts,  and  inferences  drawn 
from  them,  in  the  preceding  pages,  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  show  that  the  responsibility,  deemed  so 
extraordinary  by  the  Directors,  has  oeen  assumed 
from  the  date  of  the  arrangement,  and  continues 
to  the  present  moment  unimpaired." 

These  extracts  establish  the  following  eonclu'* 
sions,  viz :  That,  up  to  the  moment  when  the  Sec- 
retary permitted  the  obligation  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  expire  (as  he  says  in  his  circu- 
lar of  the  1st  of  July  following)  "  by  agreement," 
that  institution  was  responsible  in  cash  for  all  the 
public  funds  received  bv  it  on  deposite,  except  such 
in  regard  to  which  the  contrary  was  expressly 
stipulated,  and  that,  consequently,  it  was  bound  to 
transfer  them  at  the  will  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  free  of  expense  and  without  compensa- 
tion. This,  it  is-  admitted  by  the  Committee,  it 
was  bound  to  do,  in  reference  to  '^  cash  fund8"-.4i 
description .  from  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  ex- 
clude all  sums,  not  held  as  special  deposites;  for 
all  other  funds  were  entered  by  the  bank,  as  the 
Secretary  declares,  and  as  the  returns  of  the  bank 
prove,  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States;  and  of 
course  represented  such  an  amount  of  ready  money, 
or  pecuniary  force,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Secretary, 
on  the  books  of  the  bank.  Cash  funds  is  a  phrase 
not  restricted  to  coin,  or  the  precious  metals ;  for 
no  one  will  deny  that  ready  money  is  cash^  and 
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that  91,000  in  United  States'  Bank  notes  is  ^1,- 

000  cash. 

These  extracts  further  exhibit  the  proper  and 
admitted  distinction  between  general  and  special 
depositee.  They  show,  as  would  appear,  exvUer- 
flitnt,  that  all  sums  not  received  expressly  as  spe- 
cial deposites,  were  considered  as  general  deposites, 
were  credited  to  the  United  States  as  cash,  and 
under  that  description  were  embraced  by  the  obli- 
gation of  the  bank  to  transfer  the  cash  funds  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  request  or  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  It  follows,  then,  that,  ac- 
cording^ to  the  Secretary's  own  showing,  the  Bank 
of  the  united  States  was  under  an  obligation  to 
the  United  States  to  transfer  all  public  funds, 
other  than  special  deposites,  received  by  it  or  its 
branches,  or  by  the  State  banks  it  had  designated^  at 
the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  free 
of  ail  expense,  and  without  compensation ;  and  it 
can  hardly  be  denied  that,  when  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  '^  by  agreement,"  as  he  declares,  per- 
mitted the  bank  to  withdraw  from  this  obligation, 
and  agreed  to  allow  certain  State  banks  $54,000 
annually,  (a  fact  which  is  not  disputed,)  for  per- 
forming the  very  same  services,  he  voluntarily  in- 
creased the  annual  expenditure  of  the  Treasury  by 
that  amount;  relinquished  "by  agreemeny  a 
right  which,  by  the  charter  of  the  Bank  or  the 
United  States,  and  its  own  engagement  with  him, 
he  held  in  the  fiscal  services  of  that  institution, 
and  4hen  gave  to  the  State  banks  $54,000  annu- 
ally, for  a  right  to  command  the  same  fiscal  servi- 
ces from  them. 

This  new  agreement,  injudiciously  extended  and 
carelessly  executed,  I  have  ventured  to  denomi- 
nate, in  what  the  committee  consider  my  first 
charge,  '^  mismanaging  the  public  funds,"  nor  am 

1  now  able  to  devise  a  more  appropriate  expres- 
sion. Thecommittee  would,  probably,  have  come 
to  the  same  conclusion  in  reeard  to  this  subject, 
but  for  what  I  suppose  to  be  the  fallacy,  which,  as 
already  intimated,  they  admitted  into  their  reason- 
ing, of  restraining  the  import  of  the  word  coih  to 
the  synonyme  of  coin ;  and  of  considering  the 
public  funds  as  consisting  of  other  than  such  as 
were  cash,  or  equivalent  to  coin,  and  such  as  were 
not ;  a  mode  of  clarification  which  implies,  ob- 
viouslv,  that  the  parts  are  greater  than  the  whole. 

Unaer  their  favorable,  but,  as  I  conceive,  erro- 
neous view  of  this  part  of  the  Secretary's  conduct, 
whicbj  in  a  private  individual,  would  be  consid- 
ered highly  indiscreet,  the  committee  justify  it  as 
conformable  "to  usage  f6r  many  years,"  and  to 
the  practice  of  different  officers  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasury,  of  assuming  that. it  was  their  daty 
"  to  manage  the  public  funds  in  a  manner  similar 
to  the  case  here  investigated."  But  this  reference 
to  antecedent  usage,  is  not  likely  to  strengthen 
the  position  it  was  intended  to  support.  The  duty 
of  Mr.  Crawford,  and  the  usaee  of  the  Treasiury, 
were  necessarily  repugnant ;  lor  the  resolution  of 
1816,  and  the  law  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States^  were  adopted  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  correcting  the  evu  of  iMo^e,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  admission  of  tlie  committee,  was  evi- 
dently in  disregard  of  law."    Therefore,  when  they 


grove,  as  they  do  prove,  that  the  maaagmentof 
Ir.  Crawford  was  in  conformity  to  usage,  sod  the 
practice  of  his  predecessors,  thev  prove  it  wts 
"  evidently  in  disregard  of  law ;"  wascontrarfto 
the  resolution  of  1816,  which  thus  themselves  de- 
clare "  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  cor- 
rect this  departure  from  law ;"  and  tkos  demgn- 
strate  not  only  that  be  mismanaged  the  pobtie 
funds,  but  that  he  violated,  at  the  same  tioae,  bodi 
his  duty  and  the  law. 

If  these  permanent  deposites,  and  the  aecams- 
lated  sums  which  were  patiently  permitted  to  re- 
main in  some  of  those  banks,  are  not  to  be  consid- 
ered gratuitous  loans,  and  an  illegal  emplofoai 
of  the  public  money,  the  loans  whicb,  it  is  now  is 
proof  before  the  committee,  the  Secretary  ind 
made  to  various  banks  of  this  District,  canootfail 
to  satisfy  the  committee  that  the  charge  of  mii- 
managing  the  national  funds  has  been  clearly  es- 
tablished. 

The  corruption  of  the  British  Parliament,  aad 
the  illegal  conduct  of  the  British  Ministry,  ait 
subjects  of  frequent  and  just  reprobaiioo,  as  tite 
purity  of  our  Legislature,  and  the  exact  subservi- 
ence of  every  branch  of  our  Executive  to  tbe  laws 
of  the  land,  are  deemed  causes  of  satisfaction  aod 
sources  of  pride.  When  Mr.  Pitt,  whose  infioesce 
in  Parliament  was  as  transcendant  as  bis  faoK, 
undertook,  at  a  period  of  great  commercial  pres- 
sure, and  at  a  calamitous  season  of  war,  to  mikn 
loan  of  £40,000  to  the  house  of  Boyd  &  BeoW 
the  subject  was  brought  before  Parliameot,  and 
as  the  loan,  though  not  graviitous,  was  fouod  to 
be  '^  no  legal  employment  of  public  fuads,"  and, 
although  the  opposition  admitted  there  vas » 
ground  to  impute  improper  motives  to  the  Premier, 
It  was  declared  by  the  House  of  Commons,  aa  id 
of  dangerous  usurpation ;  and  to  prevent  its  beia; 
assumed  as  a  precedent,  or  extended  into  usage, is 
well  as  to  acquit  this  powerful  and  celet^ted 
minister  of  moral  or  official  liability,  on  accouoi 
of  it,  a  bill  of  indemnity  was  introduced  byoaeof 
his  friends,  and  passed  into  a  law. 

Here  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  loss  of  Mr. 
Pitt  was  advanced  (even  as  Mr.  Whitbread  coo- 
fessed,)  on  unquestionable  securities.  Those  of 
Mr.  Crawford  do  not  appear  to  have  been  so  sa/etv 
provided  for.  On  Mr.  Piti*s  loan  no  loss  occurred. 
A  considerable  part  of  Mr.  Crawford's  loans  is  yet 
endangered,  and  probably  will  be  lost.  Mr.  Piu^ 
loan  carried  interest.  Mr.  Crawford's  were  made 
without  any  such  stipulation.  If  Mr.  Pitt's  coa* 
duct  could  be  exculpated  only  by  an  actof  Parll^ 
ment,  can  Mr.  Crawford's  be  justified  in  theteech 
of  an  act  of  Congress  ?  In  this  case,  let  me  ask. 
would  not  the  vital  principle  of  our  GoremoKBi 
be  lost  sij?ht  of?  This  is  a  Government  of  law^ 
Responsibility  is  the  soul  of  the  Republic,  and  ^ 
intended,  like  gravitation  in  the  material  world, 
to  hold  every  orb  and  every  atom,  every  oflker 
and  every  citizen,  in  their  legal  position.  It  was 
intended  to  prevent  the  Secretary  of  the  Trostiry 
from  committing  any  act  which  could  be  j astir 
called  "  no  legal  employment  of  the  public  funds,-" 
and  will  hardly  be  satisfied  by  the  declaration,  tbai 
any  officer  of  the  €k>vernment,  but  especialijr  ibe 
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bead  of  the  Treasury,  can  eoaploy  the  natioDal 
foods  in  diiregard  of  law,  and  yet  not  mismanage 
them.  Sarely  there  is  soraethme  less  seeured  in 
the  public  treasure  of  the  United  States  than  in 
that  of  England. 

HaTiDg  proved,  dearly,  by  the  declarations  of 
the  Secretary,  and  the  expressions  of  the  commit- 
tee, that  the  former  relinquished,  ^'  by  affreeraent," 
00  the  dOth  June.  1818,  the  riffht  of  tbe  United 
States  to  the  fiscal  instrumentality  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  national  funds,  and  employed,  by  con- 
ditions offered  to  them,  on  the  1st  July  following, 
the  instrumentality  of  certain  State  banks,  for  the 
same  purpose;  and  having  shown  that,  when, 
shortly  after  the  latter  date,an  extended  agreement 
was  entered  into  on  conditions  more  favorable  to 
these  banks,  allowinp^  them,  as  an  equivalent,  or 
nther  as  pay,  for  similar  instrumentality,  954,000, 
annaally,  by  way  of  interest  on  peimanent  depos- 
ites ;  and  having  also  shown  that  the  Secretary 
has  made  various  loans  of  the  public  money,  I 
shall  proceed  to  a  subject  connected  with  my  sec- 
ood  charge. 

This  imputes  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
without  any  investigation  of  his  motives,  neglect 
of  duty.  In  relation  to  it,  the  committee  admit 
that  the  act  of  Congress  incorporation  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  employ  the  offices  of 
that  institution  as  places  of  deposite  for  the  public 
foods,  in  preference  to  all  other  banks,  unless,  for 
special  reasons,  be  should  think  lit  to  use  other 
nob  for  the  purpose;  and,  in  that  case,  the 
special  reasons  are  to  be  communicated  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Secretary,  at  its  then,  or  its  next  ses- 
»0D.  This  communication  the  committee  pro- 
Dounee,  and  the  Secretary  confesses,  he  failed  to 
make.  I  may  safely  rest  the  truth  of  my  second 
charge  on  this  admission,  since  a  failure  in  an 
officer  of  the  United  States,  from  any  cause,  to 
comply  with  the  directions  of  a  law  prescribing 
his  duties,  is,  to  all  fntents  and  purposes,  a  neglect 
of  duty.  The  Secretary,  however,  accounts  for 
it,  and  the  committee  justify  it  upon  the  ground 
of  inadvertence. 

The  admission  of  inadvertence,  in  this  case,  is 
t  concession  of  neglect  of  duty  so  complex,  that  it 
may  fairly  be  denominated  a  violation  or  duty ; 
for,  as  the  object  of  \  the  law,  in  requiring  the 
prompt  communication  of  these  special  reasons, 
was  not  only  to  know  that  they  existed,  but  also 
to  know  that  they  were  sufficient,  a  failure  to 
make  the  communication,  if  justified  by  inadvert- 
^ce,  is  justified  only  as  to  the  existence  of  the 
special  reasons,  and  leaves  the  Secretary  more 
directly  obnoxious  to  the.  charge  of  having  pro^ 
cceded  in  the  business  upon  reasons  that  were  in- 
sufficient, a  charge  which,  if  substantiated  by  in- 
quiry, could  not,  from  its  nature,  be  justified  by 
inadvertence,  but  would  infallibly  discredit  either 
the  judgment  or  the  integrity  of  the  presiding 
officer  of  the  Treasury. 

After  recapitulating  my  statements  in  regard  to 
the  intercourse  between  the  Secretary  and  the 
Bank  of  Bdissouri,  the  committee  remark  upon 


that  which  (they  say)  declares  that  this  bank  was 
unworthy  of  credit  at  the  time  the  public  money 
was  suffered  to  acciunulate  in  it  to  a  large  and 
improper  amotmt;  they  admit  that,  at  one  time|. 
this  accumulation  amounted  to  $726,000,  and 
then  affirm  that  the  propriety  of  permitting  this 
state  of  things  is  a  question  of  prudence,  depend- 
ing on  the  solidity  of  the  institution.    I  endeavor 
to  show,  in  my  address  to  the  House,  that,  in 
reference  to  this  enormous  accumulation,  the  lim- 
ited capital,  and  excessive  issues  of  the  Bank  of 
Missouri,  left  nothing  like  a  substantial  or  reason- 
able security  to  the  United  States.    But  the  com- 
mittee, not  denying  the  justness  of  this  inference, 
seem  to  avoid  it  by  affirming  that  my  estimate  of 
the  capital  of  this  bank  is  incorrect,  inasmuch  as 
it  does  not  comprehend  the  amount  of  permanent 
deposite  as  part  of  its  capital,  and,  as  raising  the 
latter  to  such  a  proportion  to  the  amount  of  its 
issues  of  papen  as  would  give  it,  in  relation  to  tjie 
whole  sum  ot  public  money  confided  to  it,  the 
character  of  solidity.    The  reasoning  involved  in 
this  affirmation  cannot  be  main  tamed.    If  the 
bank  had  lost  its  solvency  from  the  excess  of  its 
issues  above  the  amount  of  its  capital,  a  common 
creditor  would  hardly  be  persuaded,  in  order  to 
secure  a  debt  of  $576,000,  due  to  him  from  the 
bank,  to  lend  it  9150,000  more,  to  add  to  its  capi- 
tal, and  restore  its  proper  proportion  to  the  issues 
of  the  institution.    This  step  might  be  beneficial 
to  the  other  creditors,  and  friendly  in  regard  to 
the  stockholders  and  officers,  but,  except  in  this 
benevolent  light,  would  certainly  be  considered 
folly  on  the  part  of  the  creditor.    The  proportion, 
then,  between  the  capital  and  the  circulation  of 
this  bank,  upon  the  fitness  of  which  the  commit- 
tee declare  the  prudence  of  accumulating  $726,000 
of  public  money  in  it,  depended,  is  not  as  $360,- 
000  is  to  $430,000,  but  as  $210,000  is  to  $430,000; 
and  the  amount  hazarded  in  deposite,  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  stands  related  to  the  capi- 
tal of  the  bank  to  which  it  was  confided,  not  in 
the  proportion  of  $526,000  to  $360,000,  but  in 
that  of  $726,000  to  $210,000 ;  and  this  $210,000, 
endangered  by  its  disadvantageous  and  inadequate 
proportion  to  an  admitted  excessive  amount  of 
issues.    Besides,  this  nominal  capital  of  $210,000 
was  subjected  to  the  pressure  of  other  exhausting 
operations.     The  discounts  to  the  stockholders 
and  directors  were  made  on  a  pledge  of  their 
stock,  so  that,  to  this  extent,  that  species  of  finan- 
cial capacity,  which  $100  of  capital  may  repre- 
sent, and   authorize   $150,   in  issues,  was  de- 
stroyed. 

As  this  proposition  of  the  committee  cannot  be 
sustained,  the  force  of  my  statement,  which  it  was 
intended  to  obviate,  still  bears  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  Secretary,  and  demonstrates  that,  in  his  in- 
tercourse with  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  he  not  only 
was  guilty  of  neglecting  his  duty,  but  of  misman- 
aging the  public  funds. 

In  my  address  to  the  House,  it  was  alleged  that 
the  Secretary  had  neglected  to  exact  monthly  re- 
turns, and  quarterly  lists  of  its  debtors,  from  this 
bank,  and  thus  disregarded  the  means  in  his 
power  of  understanding  the  condition  of  the  bank, 
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and  of  providing  against  any  loss  which  might 
occur  to  the  United  States  from  the  embarrass-* 
ment  or  insolvency  of  this  institution.  This  fact 
is  admitted  by  the  committee  to  its  full  extent,  but 
is  not  viewed  by  them  as  evincing  neglect  of  duty, 
or  censurable  inattention  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  although,  in  the  Secretary's  con- 
tract with  this  bank,  (as  represented  by  the  com- 
mittee,) these  returns,  d^c.,  are  carefully  insisted 
on,  in  order  "solely  to  aid  the  Secretary  in  deter- 
mining the  propriety  of  continuing  or  discontinu- 
ing the  arrangement  with  the  bank." 

In  considering  my  statement,  which  falls  under 
both  charges,  and  imports  that  the  Secretary 
receive^  a  large  amount  of  uncurrent  paper  from 
the  Bank  of  Missouri,  the  Committee  declare  this 
institution  was  not  bound  by  the  condition  pro- 
posed to  it  by  the  Secretary,  previously  to  the  9th 
August,  1819,  to  receive  as  cash,  on  account  of  the 
Uqited  States,  such  sums  as  the  Receivers  should 
deposite  in  it,  but  was  responsible  for  the  same 
only  in  kind.  But  this,  if  correct,  does  not  dimin- 
ish, but  only  removes,  to  an  earlier  point,  the  mis- 
management of  the  Secretary.  It  apf>ears  to  place 
him  in  a  dilemma.  If  his  contract  with  the  Bank 
of  Missouri  did  not,  as  is  stated,  secure  to  him  the 
right  of  general  deposite  and  transfer,  to  the  same 
extent,  that,  by  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  his  contract  with  that  bank,  he  pos- 
sessed that  right,  it  follows  that  he  was  indiscreet 
in  permitting  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
withdraw  from  this  obligation,  before  he  could 
imnose  it  on  another  bank.  And  if,  as  may  be 
inferred  f^om  the  observations  of  the  Committee, 
it  was  proper  that  the  Secretary  should  receive,  in 
kind,  notes  which,  under  the  contract  with  the 
Bank  of  Missouri  had  been  for  months  deposited 
to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  because,  at  the 
time  they  were  deposited  they  were  good,  it  would 
seem  that  a  custom-house  bond  might  be  dis- 
eharged,  when  it  became  due,  in  notes,  however 
depreciated,  provided  they  had  been  good  at  the 
date  of  the  bond. 

To  justify  this  unwise  and  irregular  proceed- 
ing upon  the  ground  that,  from  the  conjectures  of 
the  Secretary,  no  ultimate  loss  will  be  sustained 
by  the' United  States  on  the  uncurrent  paper 
received,  would  be  to  proceed  upon  a  principle 
which  would  allow  of  every  species  of  specula- 
tion, on  his  part,  with  the  public  fundi^^-a  princi- 
ple at  war  with  integrity  and  prudence  in  fiscal 
operations,  and  with  the  practice  and  regulations 
of  this  and  other  countries. 

In  the  British  House  of  Commons,  the  first 
charge  brought  agftinst  Lord  Melville,  was,  not 
for  the  loss  or  waste  of  the  public  funds,  but  for 
permitting  their  mismanagement  by  a  subordinate 
officer,  who  had  deposited  them  in  private  banks, 
in  a  manner  similar  in  all  respects  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  American  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  this  only  difference,  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment sustained  no  loss  by  this  malversation  of 
Mr.  Trotter.  It  was  the  practice,  and  not  tbe  event, 
which  was  denounced  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. **'I  am  appalled  (said  Mr.  Whitbread)  at 
the  reflection  of  no  less  than  thirty-four  millions 


of  the  public  property  having  passed  throogb  hati 
Melville's  paymaster's  hands.  Why,  sir,  th«  n- 
port  states  explicitly  that  upwards  of  eight  mil- 
lions had  been  in  the  hands  of  his  private  baokeis, 
and  nearly  seven  millions  more  are  allowed  to 
have  passed  through  the  same  channeL  I  ctDoot 
but  think  that  this  negligent  criminality  is  dcserr- 
ing  the  severest  reprehension." 

Mr.  Pitt,  the  warm  and  powerful  advoeste  of 
Lord  Melville,  was  forced  by  a  sense  of  truth  to 
confess  that  this  permitted  misapplication  of  tbe 
public  money  contrary  to  law,  thoogh  **  withom 
actual  loss  to  the  Slate,"  was  not  to  be  justified; 
was  constrained  to  advise  the  erasure  of  his  fhend-s 
name  from  the  list  of  Privy  Councillors ;  and  tbm 
expressed  to  his  admiring  country  the  conflict  b^ 
tween  the  tenderness  of  his  friendship  and  the  sob* 
limity  of  his  patriotism.  "  I  am  not  (said  thai 
magnanimous  man)  ashamed  to  confess  tbatl 
have  not  given  this  advice  without  a  bitter  pang. 
I  will  not  erase  from  my  bosom  the  fedings  of 
private  friendship." 

When  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  framed, 
the  only  evidence  which  was  known  to  exist  tha: 
I  gave  the  advice  represented  ia  my  Address. to 
the  Receiver  at  Edwardsville,  was  my  owd  sol- 
emn declaration  to  that  effect,  and  my  poblicatioB 
of  1819,  announcing  my  intention  of  withdrav- 
ing  from  the  directorship  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardi- 
vifle.  Upon  this  evidence  the  Committee  thoofbi 
fit  to  admit,  ^*  that  there  was  no  doubt  Mr.  Ed- 
wards gave  such  adviee  as  he  represents  to  the 
Receiver;"  and  at  the  same  time,  and  against  the 
same  evidence,  they  denyr  ^that  the  Reeeirer 
wrote  on  tbe  subject  of  this  advice  lo  the  Seere* 
tary."  For  this  discrepancy,  there  is  no  appareat 
reason^  The  second  fact  is  as  credible  at  least  as 
the  first ;  indeed  the  admission  of  the  first  seeois 
to  establish  the  probability  of  the  second^-s  prob- 
ability not  weakened  by  the  remark  of  the  uooi- 
mittee,  that,  inasmuch  as  the  same  persoa  was 
the  Receiver  of  Public  Monev  and  President  of 
the  Bank,  ^  it  is  hardly  probable  that  as  Reoeim 
he  would  advise  the  Secretary  that  he  coold  oot 
repose  confidence  in  the  Bank  of  which  be  was 
President  Even  if  in  this  double  relatios  be 
might  not  have  dissuaded  excessive  confideoee,  ii 
is  yet  very  clear  that,  as  his  interest  in  the  former 
capacity  greatly  exceeded  that  which  he  held  in 
the  latter,  he  was  under  the  operation  of  a  direct 
motive  to  give  such  information  as  he  did  com- 
municate. And  upon  this  motive,  which  the 
Committee  declare  could  not  exist,  toe  SecreUrj 
actually  relied,  as  insuring  the  faithful  commusi' 
cation  of  all  such  information.  These  remarb 
apply  with  equal  force  to  the  declaration  br 
which  the  Committee  would  seem  Co  accuse  me 
of  swearing  falsely, ''  that  there  is  no  evidence  tbac 
the  Receiver  wrote  on  the  subject  of  this  adriee 
to  the  Secretary.  I  asserted,  upon  oath,  ^  that  I 
saw  the  Receiver  write  to  the  Secretary,  aod  en- 
close niy  publication ;"  and  I  confess  that  I  M 
no  inconsiderable  distress  at  the  reflection  that  mj 
oath  is  falsified  by  the  Committee,  in  regard  to  a 
fact  probable  in  itself,  aild  at  least  as  credible  as 
one  which  my  oath  is  sufiered  to  establish. 
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As  to  the  famom  letter  from  the  Receiver,  there 
:aQ  wm  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  written  and  de» 
patched  to  the  Secretary ;  or,  if  from  technical 
)bjectioDs  to  the  testimony,  the  committee  should 
lot  be  disposed  to  act  upon  it,  enongh  may  be 
«en  to. show  the  propriety  of  allowing  further 
ime  for  producing,  m  due  form,  testimony  enough 

0  establish  the  fact ;  and  this  I  adt  the  oommit- 
ee  to  do,  if  they  are  not  satisfied  of  the  fact.  It 
QQst  be  admitted,  that,  as  1  had  no  power  to  sum* 
QOQ  witnesses  after  I  myself  was  summoned,  I 
ould  do  no  more  than  obtain  voluntary  affidavits, 
ind  that  I  had  but  little  time  for  doing  this  much. 
The  ques»tion  of  this  letter  having  been  received 
»y  tbe  Secretary,  appearing  to  depend  on  a  com- 
laratire  estimate  oi  the  opposing  weights  of  the 
irobabilities  of  the  fact  on  which  I  have  relied, 
Ad  of  the  Secretary's  denial,  it  is  proper  to  ex* 
imiae,  minutely,  the  character  of  that  denial. 
Phis  will  be  found  to  be  very  equivocal.  I  assert, 
hat  such  a  letter  was  written,  and  that  I  believe, 
IS  is  now  evident,  it  was  transmitted,  and,  of 
oarse,  received.  The  Secretary  does  not  deny 
bat  ii  was  received,  but  declares  it  is  not  on  file,  and 
s  not  recollected  by  the  ofllcers  employed  in  the 
)epartment  to  have  been  received,  of  whom,  how* 
ver,  it  now  appears,  bv  their  own  testimony, 
with  tbe  exception  of  Mr.  Dickins,)  that  neither 
limaelf  nor  any  one  else  made  any  inquiry  in  re* 
;ard  to  that  matter. 

When  I  state  my  belief  that  the  letter  was  re- 
hired, I  obviously  mean  by  the  Secretary ;  and 
t  is  an  infirm,  and  fallacious  answer  to  reply,  not 
hat  the  Secretary  did  not  receive  it,  but  that  it 
s  now  not  on  file,  and  is  not  recollected  by  the 
)fficers  employed  in  the  Department  (whose  credit 
s  rather  liberally  pledged,)  to  have  been  received, 
loth  which  declarations  may  be  true,  and  yet  the 
etter  be  in  tbe  Secretary's  pocket.  Again,  I 
Uted  that  the  Receiver  told  me  he  had,  after 
raosmitting  this  letter  to  the  Secretary,  received 

1  letter  from  him  directing  him,  the  Receiver,  to 
«Qtinue  the  deposites.  This,  also,  the  Secretary 
leaies  in  his  report,  and  in  the  same  indirect  and 
tasire  manner.  He  does  not  say  that  no  such 
etter  was  written,  but,  that  no  letter,  to  this  effect, 
ras  written  in  answer  to  the  one  which  he  had 
aborioosly  asserted  was  never  recei ved<*-ha8  stren- 
lOQsly  argued  was  never  written  I  Now,  it  is  very 
:lcar  that,  if  the  letter  from  the  Receiver  was  never 
rritten,  or  even  never  was  received,  no  answer 
*f  any  sort  could  have  been  returned  to  it ;  and 
'et  (he  letter,  directing  a  continuance  of  the  de- 
KMites,  may  have  been  written.  These  careful 
ambiguities  in  the  report,  do  not  seem  calculated 
0  make  the  defensive  declarations  of  the  Secre- 
ary  outweigh  tbe  strong  improbability,  that  a 
ublie  despatch,  deposited  in  the  post  office,  should 
(aye  miscarried  in  a  mail  to  which  no  casualty 
'r  interruptioQ  is  known  to  have  occurred;  and 
it  a  season  of  the  year,  too,  when  the  mail  is 
east  liable  to  any  difficulties  in  its  transportation. 

In  addition  to  his  neglect  of  duty  in  his  trans- 
ictioos  with  this  bank,  as  suggested  in  my  address 
0  the  House,  and  in  my  replication  to  his  com- 
Qonication  to  the  committee,  they  might  have 


adverted,  in  support  of  the  same  charge,  to  the 
case  of  the  Bank  of  Vincennes ;  where,  also,  the 
Receiver  was  President  of  the  bank,  where  tbe 
United  States  lost  $168,000;  on  which  bank  the 
Secretary  drew,  successively,  from  October,  1819, 
to  March,  1820,  four  drafts,  together  amounting 
to  165,000,  suffered  as  many  continuous  protests, 
and  after  neglecting,  as  usual,  all  measures  of 
precaution,  took  no  measure  of  redress  until  July, 
1820. 

A  course  of  didactic  admonition,  in  the  form 
of  four  official  letters,  is  then  pronounced  to  this 
delinquent  institution,  the  initial  gravity  of  which 
is  compensated  by  its  final  lenity.  (fSee  documents.) 
He  recapitulates  the  acts  of  ill  faith  which  he  had 
patiently  endured,  mentions  the  protests  .of  his 
drafts  for  $165,000,  warns  the  directors  that,  un- 
less they  reform  their  demeanor,  and  pay  the 
drafts,  it  will  be  proper  for  him  to  proceed  with 
riffor ;  but  concludes,  with  proposing  a  relaxation 
of  that  meditated  rigor,  provided  they  will  agree 
to  honor  the  drafts  within  forty  days,  and  even 
promises  to  pay  for  this  tardy  and  extorted  justice 
(out  of  his  never  failins  fund,)  by  continuing  the 
course  of  deposite  in  a  bank,  thus  attempted  to  be 
bribed  and  threatened  into  common  honesty  by 
himself  I  To  this  persuasive  proposal,  the  bank, 
increasing  in  audacity,  and  sagacious  of  the  char- 
acter of  its  customer,  did  not  condescend  to  reply 
for  nine  months ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  preg- 
nant period,  the  President  was  delivered  of  the 
abortive  fact  of  the  corporation's  insolvency.  In 
this  feeble  and  exhausted  state,  it  asks  further  in- 
dulgence, and  concludes  its  appeal  to  its  munifi* 
cent  benefactor,  with  the  most  eloquent  encomi- 
ums upon  his  liberality.  Thin  letter  reflects,  in 
interesting  colors,  the  substance  and  complexion 
of  the  intercourse  between  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  and  the  banks  of  the  West;  and, 
whatever  may  be  said  of  its  prudence,  must  cer- 
tainly be  commended  (by  a  hunter  of  motives, 
at  least,)  for  its  candor.  As  the  presentation  of 
a  moral  scene,  it  is  delightful  to  contemplate  the 
sordid  gratitude  of  the  .delinquent  corporation, 
glowin?  under  the  injudicious,  if  not  illicit,  favors 
of  this  liberal  minister  of  finance.  "Your  friendly 
disposition  towards  the  West,  in  times  peculiarly 
difficult,  and  tbe  interest  you  have  evinced  for 
this  remote  section  of  our  common  country,  leads 
to  a  hope,  that  the  hand  that  has  hitherto  pro- 
tected us,  will  not  be  withdrawn."  This  friendly 
hand  was  not  withdrawn  for  at  least  twenty-one 
months ;  when  measures  of  recovery  were  com- 
menced, in  a  manner  evincing  such  interest  for 
this  remote  section  of  our  common  country,  that 
the  bank  was  allowed  three  years  more  to  pay  the 
debt ;  a  period  extending  beyond  the  present  import- 
ant year,  and  upon  conditions  of  collateral  security,' 
imposed  with  such  ''  a  friendly  hand,"  that  the 
security  was  defeated  by  private  creditors,  in  this 
remote  section  of  our  common  country ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  the  friendly  dispositions  of  the 
Secretary,  for  the  West,  tbe  loss  falls  upon  the 
United  States. 

As  both  my  charges  have  now  been  established, 
and,  of  course,  the  specificatidns  upon  which  they 
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depend,  by  the  confessions  of  the  Secretary^  and 
the  admissions  of  the  committee,  I  shall  not  press 
the  distinction  which  it  seems  escaped  the  com- 
mittee, when  comparing  the  amount  of  money 
lost  by  Mr.  Crawford's  mismanagement,  (about 
half  a  million,)  with  the  amount  collected,  (twenty- 
one  millions,)  they  contrast  favorably  to  the  Sec- 
retary this  proportion,  with  that  which  obtains  in 
the  ordinary  collections  of  private,  or  mercantile 
debts.  They  appear  to  forget,  besides  the  superior 
regularity,  vigilance,  and  power,  at  the  disposal 
of  the  nation,  and  the  difference  between  the  prof- 
its and  loss  of  trade,  and  the  even  exaction  of  the 
revenue;  that  the  loss  incurred  bj  the  Secretary 
was  notof  debts  outstanding,  but  offunds  collected, 
and  collected,  too,  by  salaried  officers,  at  an  enor- 
mous expense. 

Upon  one  point,  however,  which  has  already 
been  considered,  I  shall  add  some  remarks.  The 
committee  have  admitted,  distinctly,  and  in  cor- 
respondence with  my  statements,  that  Mr.  Craw- 
ford did,  on  some  occasions,  neglect  to  make  such 
communications  to  Congress,  as  by  law  it  was 
bis  duty  to  do,  and  that  on  others,  he  failed  to 
report  such  facts  and  documents,  as,  bv  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  was  re- 
quired to  do  I  yet,  as  they  very  naturallv  cannot 
detect  the  motives  of  this  misconduct,  ^wnich  God 
alone  can  do,)  they  acquit  him  of  all  blame  or 
responsibility.  In  this  they  appear  to  lose  sisht 
of  the  distinction  which  ha^  hitherto' obtained  be- 
tween private  and  official  rectitude ;  and  of  the 
well  established  fact,  that  bad  motives  in  the  man, 
are  not  necessary  to  constitute  misconduct  in  the 
minister.  When  Burke  brought  Hastings  to  the 
bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and,  in  strains  of  por- 
tentous eloquence,  invoked  upon  the  head  of  the 
Indian  Viceroy  the  vengeance  of  humanity,  the 
power  of  justice,  and  the  imprecated  terrors  of  the 
English  law,  in  portraying  to  this  august  tribunal 
a  course  and  torrent  of  plunder  and  desolation 
which  had  overrun  regions  that  the  arms  of  Alex- 
ander could  not  reach  i  in  charging  him  with  the 
pillage  of  towns,  the  ruin  of  districts,  the  sacking 
of  cities,  the  plunder  of  princedoms,  the  devasta- 
tion of  provinces,  the  waste  of  empires,  he  did  not 
fail  also  to  accuse  him,  with  intense  and  awful 
formality,  of  having  neglected  to  communicate  to 
the  Government  the  documents  which  were  called 
for  by  the  proper  authority*  (Burke's  works,  vol. 
12,  p.  454.)  ''  That,  in  defiance  of  the  said  orders, 
and  in  breach  of  theaboverecitedact  of  Parliament, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  has,  in  sundry  instances, 
concealed  from  his  counsel  the  correspondence 
carried  on  between  him  and  the  princes  or  country 
powers  in  India ;  and  neglected  to  communicate 
the  advices  and  intelligence  he  from  time  to  time 
received,"  &c. 

This  great  statesman,  this  political  philosopher, 
this  experienced  orator,  did  not  appear  to  consider, 
that  the  illegal  conduct  of  a  minister  could  be  jus- 
tified by  an  alleged  absence  of  improper  personal 
motives,  nor  that  a  duty,  upon  the  punctual  per- 
formance of  which  the  whole  fabrication  of  legis- 
lation rests,  should  be  repeatedly  violated,  and 
with  perfect  impunity. 


I  will  not  complain  of  any  thing  that  has  hap- 
pened to  myself  in  this  business ;  of  the  libenliijr 
with  which  had  mUwa  have  been  imputed  to  me; 
of  that  iinpatient  justice,  which,  on  this  floor,  con- 
demned me  for  defending  mvselfjkad  arguoBe&ta- 
tively  accusing  a  responsible  officer,  upon  Msu- 
mentSy  which  are  now  established,  but  which  were 
not  then  examined.  But,  I  beg  leave  to  ask, 
whether  treatment  like  this  can  be  just  in  itseif, 
or  is  likely  to  sharpen  that  inspection,  whicb  it  is 
the  right  of  every  citizen  to  apply  to  the  condiiet 
of  the  high  officers  of  this  Government,  and  whick 
cannot  be  repressed  without  great  danger  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people  ? 

The  disadvantages  under  which  I  hmve labored 
in  this  investigation,  must  be  obvious  to  the  com- 
mittee. While  I  have  been  informed  bv  then 
that  no  charges  against  me  have  been  sttbmiued 
to  them,  the  trial,  if  such  it  may  be  called,  has  as- 
sumed much  more  the  appearance  of  an  infesti- 
Sition  of  my  cqnduct,  than  that  of  Mr.  Crawfoid 
ailed  upon  as  a  witness,  against  my  own  conscDt, 
not  being  willing  to  rest  any  of  my  charges  agaiost 
the  Secretary,  or  my  own  defence,  upon  my  ova 
oath,  I  have  been  required  to  swear  to  facts  tbatl 
consider  wholly  immaterial,  as  it  relates  to  his 
conduct,  at  least,  the  avowed  object  of  the  inqoii^; 
and  the  occasion  has  been  embraced  of  reqaiiias 
me  to  defend,  not  only  my  general  character  ibr 
veracity,  but  to  maintain  it  in  particular)  aad 
special  cases,  by  which  I  have  been  perfecdr  sur- 
prised, and  for  which  no  adequate  time  is  allowed 
me. 

In  my  address  to  the  House,  I  have  made  cer- 
tain statements  against  Mr.  Crawford,  which  ihe 
committee  are  pleased  to  denominate  chargei. 
For  specifications  of  some  of  these  statements,  I 
have  referred  to  certain  publications  under  the 
signature  of  A.  B.,  of  which  I  acknowledged  myself 
to  be  the  author,  thereby  making  myself  re^- 
sible,  from  that  moment,  for  the  charges  they  coo- 
tain.  When  I  wrote  them,  or  whether  I  actoallf 
wrote  them  at  all,  neither  could  add  to,  nor  difflia- 
ish,  the  responsibility  I  had  taken  upon  myself,  bf 
exhibiting  them  as  charges  to  the  Hoose;  and  it 
might,  with  as  much  propriety,  have  been  a^ked 
of  me  to  swear  that  I  wrote  my  address,  as  that  I 
wrote  the  publications  which,  by  the  reference 
made  to  them,  became  a  part  of  that  address. 
How  they  originated,  or  what  was  their  object, 
before  they  were  offered  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  either  ma- 
terial,  in  an  inquiry  into  Mr.  Crawford's  coodoci, 
nor  to  have  been  within  the  intention  of  the  ^efe^ 
ence  to  the  committee,  especially  ^  if  no  charge 
against  me  has  been  submitted  to  them." 

The  only  inquiries  that  appear  to  me  material, 
in  regard  to  those  publications,  are,  whether  the 
facts  they  allege  are  true  or  false,  and,  if  true, 
whether  they  amount  to  proof  of  any  thing  oo 
the  part  of  the  Secretarv,  worthy  of  reprehension. 
If  the  charges  against  him  are  well  toonded,  no 
motive  for  making  them  can  justify  or  excuse 
him. 

If  I  am  to  be  cojivicted  of  having  made  them 
unjustifiably^  and  criminally,  not  barely  by  an  ac- 
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quittal  of  him,  but  by  a  positive  judgment  against 
myself,  distinct  allegations  ought  to  have  been 
made  against  me,  and  a  fair  opportunity  of  defence 
should  have  been  allowed  me.  Such  a  trial  I 
sboald  be  very  willing  to  meet,  but  against  any 
collateral  and  indirect  operation  for  that  purpose, 
ud,  particularly,  where  technicality  has  not  neen 
orerlooked,  I  solemnly  protest. 

I  have  been  required  to  swear  that  I  wrote  these 
poblications  more  than  two  years  ago,  and  this 
lias  afforded  the  ground  for  attacking  my  veracity, 
in  the  special  cases  alluded  to,  without  my  being 
allowed  the  necessary  time  to  disprove,  invalidate, 
or  explain,  the  allegations  that  have  been  made 
agaiost  me. 

With  regard  to  my  having  denied  the  author- 
ship of  those  publications,  f  have  no  hesitation 
in  admitting  th^t  I  have  frequently  and  truly  de- 
nied that  I  wrote  all  that  appeared  under  that  m^- 
naiore,  doriag  the  time  referred  to  by  the  testi- 
mony in  this  case;  that  is  to  say,«the  period  that 
includes  the  first  and  the  last  of  those  publica- 
tions. 

I  have,  also,  constantly  denied  that  there  was 
inyA.  B.  plot,  or  conspiracy,  in  the  case;  and 
ha?e,  at  all  times,  treated  such  suggestions  with 
tlie  contempt  they  deserved.  Not  only  has  the 
existence  of  such  a  "  plot,"  or  ^  conspiracy/'  been 
affirmed  in  several  of  the  most  distin^ished  news- 
papers of  the  Union,  but  the  committee  have  re- 
cently heard  it  boldly  asserted  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  This  I  have  denied, 
and  still  do  deny,  so  far  as  it  is  intended  to  impli- 
cate me.  No  man,  but  myself,  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
responsible  for  any  thing  I  have  written,  on  the 
nbjects  embraced  by  those  publications,  and  one 
man  cannot  make  a  conspiracy.  For  whatever 
purpose  the  assertion  of  a  ^'  plot,  or  conspiracy," 
bas  been  made,  it  has,  I  know,  been  morp  correctly 
denied  than  affirmed. 

I  am,  also,  equally  free  to  admit,  that  though 
my  general  course  was  neither  to  deny  nor  ac- 
knowledge that  I  was  the  author  of  these  publi- 
cations, yet,  I  may  have  repeatedly  spoken  in  re- 
gard to  that  matter,  as  any  man  nas  a  right  to 
&peak  in  regard  to  an  anonymous  publication 
which  he  may  have  written,  but  which  he  does  not 
choose,  and  is  under  no  kind  of  obligation  to  avow. 
Bat,  that  I  ever  said  any  thing  that  could  be  con- 
sidered as  equivalent  to  a  dental  of  my  authorship 
of  these  publications,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
any  kind  of  responsibility,  or  to  gain  any  point 
whatever,  I  do  most  positively  deny.  In  tact,  no 
man  who  did  not  choose  to  give  his  name  to  the 
public,  on  such  an  occasion,  could  have  taken  less 
pains  to  conceal  it  than  I  have  uniformly  done  in 
this  case ;  and  hence,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
(hat  nine-tenths  of  Congress,  and  almost  every 
one  else  who  read  these  poblications,  and  knew 
the  general  circumstances  of  the  case,  considered 
me  as  the  author  of  them.  In  one  of  them  I  of- 
fered to  avow  my  real  name,  provided  the  House 
of  Representatives,  then  seeming  to  threaten  to 
do  so,  would  adopt  any  measure  to  operate  directly 
Qpon  me  in  consequence  thereof.  And  it  must  be 
known  to  several  of  my  friends,  that  I  intended 


to  avow  myself  the  author  of  such  of  those  publi- 
cations as  1  had  then  written,  if  the  question  had 
been  put  to  me  (as  was  expected)  by  the  commit- 
tee before  whom  I  was  examined  in  February, 
1823,  and  that  I  had  prepared  the  preface  for  my 
deposition,  which  is  designated  No.  3,  in  the'doc- 
uments  accompanying  my  address  to  the  House, 
for  that  and  other  like  objects. 

That  I  had  justifiable  cause,  as  well  from  pri- 
vate, as  public  considerations,  for  writing  these 
publications,  I  shall  always  be  able  to  prove  when- 
ever it  may  become  necessary.  At  present,  I  will 
barely  ask,  whether  the  public  attempt  that  was 
made  in  several  respectable  newspapers,  and  even 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
implicate  me  in  the  suppression,  alluded  to  in  the 
first  of  those  publications,  did  not  justify  me  in 
endeavoring  to  show  that  such  a  charge  was  ri- 
diculous and  absurd  ?  This  is  fully  shown  in  the 
subsequent  publications;  and,  containing  nothing 
but  the  trutn,  expressed  in  decent  and  respectful 
terms,  what  could  there  be  in  them  to  be  ashamed 
of?  No  attempt,  that  I  have  ever  seen,  has  been 
made  to  prove^  that  they  contained  even  an  inde- 
corous expression,  in  regard  to  the  Secretary,  or 
that  the  facts  they*  allege  were  not  true. 

As  to  a  suggestion  which  has  been  made,  that, 
if  they  contained  any  thing  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, was  wrong  in  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary, 
it  was  my  duty,  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
to  have  noticed  it  in  a  different  way,  I  have  only 
to  remark,  that  it  may  be  seen  that  they  treated 
of  "suppressed  documents,"  and  it  will,  I  think, 
hardly  be  contended  by  any  reflecting  and  well 
informed  man,  that  it  was  my  duty,  as  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States,  to  have  noticed,  oflScially,  a 
contempt  offered  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
by  the  suppression  of  information  called  for  by 
that  House ;  the  more  especially  as  the  House  it- 
self had  taken  the  subject  under  its  own  conside- 
ration. 

That  I  denied  my  authorship  of  those  publica- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  confirmation 
of  my  appointment  as  Minister  to  Mexico,  is  cer- 
tainly but  poorly  supported  by  proof,  (if  admitted 
to  its  fullest  extent,}  that  such  denial  was  made 
or  known  to  one  Senator  only,  who  had  previ- 
ously taken  an  active  part  in  my  favor ;  and  who 
swears  that  he  was  wholly  uninfluenced  by  that 
consideration.  Considering  the  lime  and  circum- 
stances when,  and  under  which,  this  controversy 
commenced,  and  that  all  the  Senators^  were  then 
present,  it  is  hardly  to  be  presumed  that,  if  such 
an  attempt  had  been  made  by  me,  or  such  a  de- 
nial had  been  known  to  any  other  Senator,  fur- 
ther proof  could  not,  and  would  not,  have  been 
produced. 

If,  however,  the  committee  should  suppose  there 
is  proof  enough  before  them  to  support  this  impu- 
tation, I  ask  it  of  their  justice  to  afford  me  a  lair 
opportunity  of  producing  testimony  to  the  con- 
trary, which  I  only  want  time  to  do.  This  being 
granted  me,  if  it  shall  appear,  or  there  shall  be 
the  least  reason  to  believe,  that  I  obtained  a  confir- 
mation of  my  nomination  by  such  means,  I  pledge 
myself  insuntly  to  surrender  my  appointment. 
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The  committee  having  requested  me,  since  the 
foregoing  was  written,  to  reduce  to  writing  my 
motion  to  have  Mr.  Crawford  examined  as  a  wit* 
ness,  that  there  may  be  bo  misunderstanding  on 
the  subject.  I  proceed  to  comply  with  their  request, 
and  to  explain  the  grounds  of  this  application. 

I  deduce  my  right  to  claim  the  benefit  of  his 
testimony  from  the  precedent  that  has  been  estab- 
lished by  the  committee  in  my  own  case.  Legal 
principles  have  been  pretty  rigidly  insisted  on,  in 
some  instances,  in  the  counse  of  the  present  inves- 
tigation -,  and,  although  I  am  not  able  to  point  out 
the  legal  principle  or  usaffe  that  justifies  this  pre- 
cedent, I  presume  it  will  be  sufilcient  to  entitle  me 
to  the  benefit  of  it,  to  show  a  strict  analogy  be- 
tween the  case  to  which  it  has  been  applied,  and 
the  one  to  which  I  now  respectfully  propose  to 
apply  it. 

I  am  considered  by  the  committee  as  Mr.  Craw- 
ford's accuser.  I  might  rely  upon  his  report  and 
his  subsequent  communication  to  the  committee 
to  show  that  he  has  made  himself  mine.  But  I 
also  wish  to  prove  that  such  was  his  intention.  If, 
under  these  circumstances,  either  he  himself,  or 
the  committee,  have  a  right  to  make  me  a  witness 
against  my  own  consent,  in  order  to  inquire  into 
my  motives,  and  a  variety  of  other  matters  not 
included  in  either  of  my  six  charges  against  him, 
or  in  any  of  their  specifications,  justice  must  ac- 
cord to  me  the  same  privilege^  in  regard  to  his 
implications  against  me.  I  claim  the  same  right 
to  examine  him,  and  with  equal  latitude,  in  re- 
gard to  all  matters  contained  in  his  report,  and 
subsequent  communication,  which  implicate  me, 
that  has  been  demanded  of  me  in  relation  to  all 
the  matters  contained  in  my  address  to  the  House. 
It  is  true  that  1  myself  consider  such  a  course, 
either  in  his  or  my  own  case,  as  equally  contrary 
to  all  former  usage,  and  inconsistent  with  well  es- 
tablished and  incontestable  legal  principles.  But, 
if  I  have  been  mistaken,  or  a  new  rule  is  to  be 
adopted,  all  I  ask  is,  that,  while  it  is  applied 
against  me  in  one  instance,  I  may  not  be  denied 
the  benefit  of  it  in  a  similar  one. 

I  had  supposed  that  neither  of  us  could,  either 
as  accuser  or  accused,  be  required,  contrary  to  our 
consents,  to  become  a  witness,  and  to  testify  for 
or  against  ourselves.  The  rights  of  a  prosecutor 
and  a  defendant,  in  this  respect^  are  the  same  in 
any  form  of  trial  that  has  been  adopted  in  this 
enlightened  country.  Either  has  a  right  to  de- 
cide for  himself  upon  how  much^  or  how  little 
testimony  he  may  choose  to  submit  his  case,  and 
neither  can  be  compelled  to  strengthen  or  weaken 
it  by  his  own  oath. 

I  invite  the  committee  to  review  all  the  facts 
that  have  been  required  to  be  proved  by  myself, 
and  that  have  been  admitted  to  be  proved  by  oth- 
ers in  regard  to  my  conduct,  and  to  contrast  them 
with  your  own  decisions,  to  confine  the  present 
investigation  of  Mr.  Crawford's  conduct  to  the 
charges  which  I  have  alleged  against  him.  It 
will  be  perceived,  from  the  whole  of  the  testimony 
ia  this  case,  that  I  have  been  put  upon  my  trial 
for  a  malicious  prosecution,  in  the  most  injurious 
possible  form,  requiring  me  to  convict  myself  by 


my  own  oath,  before  it  is  decided  whether  the 
charges  I  have  alleged  against  the  Secretary  are 
true  or  false. 

If  those  charges  are  true,  as  I  alleged  them  to 
the  House,  I  would  ask  what  have  the  committee 
to  do  with  my  motives  for  making  them,  and  apon 
what  Iml  principles  could  I  be  arraigoed,  evea 
in  due  form,  for  a  malicious  prosecatioa  ? 

If^  on  the  other  band,  these  charges  are  not  true, 
(there  being  "no  charge  against  rae  submitted  lo 
the  committee,")  it  may  not  only  justifT  tike  ae- 
quittal  of  Mr.  Crawford,  bat  may  fumisli  ground 
of  future  trial  of  myself  for  having  mmliciooslj 
and  falsely  made  them.  It  cannot,  however,  au- 
thorize any  distinct  judgment  against  me,  till  I 
shall  be  put  upon  my  trial,  and  have  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity ot  defending  myself.  This  I  am  ready  to 
meet,  but  I  cannot  consent  to  the  Mending  of  both 
trials  together. 

If  you  should  think  such  a  charge  against  me 
sustainable,  I  wpuld  rejoice  to  have  an  opportor 
nity  to  meet  it  fairly  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, or  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ;  aa4 
for  this  purpose,  I  beg  leave,  earnestly,  to  reqaesi 
the  committee^  in  case  that  should  be  their  opia- 
ion,  to  state,  distinctly,  which  of  the  six  charges  I 
have  alleged  against  Mr.  Crawford  are  false,  sad 
in  what  respect  they  are  so,  that  I  nuiy  know  how 
to  prepare  tor  my  defence.  In  this,  I  ask  no  more 
than  any  subaltern  in  your  Army  is  entitled  to,  ia 
cases  of  infinitely  less  importance.  I  presume,  and 
hope,  therefore,  it  will  not  be  denied  me. 

In  the  mode  of  trial  of  myself,  that  has  beea 
adopted,  (as  appears  by  the  testimony,)  'by  wbick 
I  have  only  known  against  what  I  should  have 
to  defend  myself  from  the  mouths  of  the  witaessei. 
the  common  sense  of  all  mankind  most  perceive 
that  I  cannot  have  had  any  reasonable  opportu- 
nity of  defence.  If,  therefore,  the  committee  think 
themselves*  authorized  to  inquire,  for  any  purpose, 
whether  I  denied  my  authorship  of  the  writii^s 
signed  A.  B.  at  all,  or  that  such  denial  was  made 
with  a  view  to  obtain  the  confirmation  of  my 
nomination  as  Minister  to  Mexico,  by  the  Senate, 
I  claim  additional  time  to  rebut  the  testimony  that 
has  been  given,  and  to  summon  every  Senator,  if 
less  will  not  satisfy  you,  to  prove  that  no  member 
of  the  Senate  either  voted  for  me  or  forbore  to 
vote  against  me,  on  account  of  any  sueh  supposed 
denial,  and  thereby  to  demonstrate  the  utter  im- 
probability of  any  such- intention  on  my  part 

I  have  not  made  my^self  Mr.  Crawford's  prose- 
cutor, and  am  not  willing  to  be  so  considered. 
With  his  immense  advantages  over  me,  I  have 
not  the  hardihood  to  be  willing  to  take  issue  with 
him  upon  his  intentions.  My  object  has  been,  and 
is  still,  to  defend  myself  in  the  most  effectual  man- 
ner in  my  power,  against  his  attack  upon  me. 
This  being  accomplished,  I  care  not  what  disposition 
is  made  of  his  part  of  the  case.  I  had  a  risht  to 
urge  the  facts  I  have  alleged,  in  my  own  de^ce; 
and  none  can  admit  their  truth,  and  deny  the  just- 
ness of  the  arguments  I  have  deduced  from  them. 
In  doing  afi  this,  I  have  imposed  upon  mvself 
the  obligation  to  show  my  own  innocence  ol  his 
imputation  against  me,  and  to  prove  the  six  ape- 
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ific  statements  I  alleged  against  him  to  be  true, 
without  reference  to  his  intentions.  This  is  the 
xieot  of  my  responsibility ;  the  pabiic  regard  it 
1  that  point  of  view,  and  I  protest  aeainst  any 
irther  responsibilitv,  and  all  collateral  and  indi- 
Kt  trials  of  myself;  bein^,  however,  perfectly 
rilling  to  meet  any  charge  in  due  form. 

These  statements  against  Mr.  Crawford,  I  have, 
think,  com|»letely  established.  If  the  committee 
iink  otherwise,  and  will  specify  wherein  I  have 
liled,  I  will  still  redeem  the  pledge  I  have  given 
3  the  public,  in  the  proper  place. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

P.  S.  All  the  witnesses,  except  one,  who  have 
estified  on  the  subject  of  the  A.  B.  publications, 
ay  they  considered  them,  and  the  A.  B.  plot,  as 
ne  and  the  same  thing.  It  will  be  perceived, 
lowever,  that,  in  my  address  to  the  House,  I  made 
;  material  distinction  between  them,  before  I  could 
lave  anticipated  any  contest  on  the  subject;  for, 
rhile  in  that  address.  I  spurn  the  insinuation  of 
't  plot,"  I  acknowledge  myself  the  author  of  the 
lablications  themselves. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

I  submit  to  the  committee  the  testimony  h€r»- 
vith  transmitted,  with  a  statement  of  the  points 
0  which  it  is  intended  to  apply. 
Thomas  F.  Riddick  states,  in  his  affidavit, 
iQDexed  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

"  that  the  Bank  of  Missouri  did  transfer,  in 
Easiem  fiindt,  to  the  Bank  of  the  UnUed  Statee,  and 
its  Branches,  near  9^50,000,  which  funds  were 
worth  four  per  cent,  to  the  Bank." 

I  refer  to  the  <*  list  of  drafts  drawn  by  the  Trea- 
iorer  of  the  United  States  on  the  Bank  of  'Mis- 
M>uri,  since  Ist  July,  1818,"  [see  document  9,]  to 
ihow  that  the  whole  amount  of  transfer  .to  different 

backs,  was ^481,943  60 

By  the  said  Riddick's 
affidavit,  it  also  ap» 
pears  that  he,  him- 
self, gives  an  account 
of  funds,  of  a  very 
inferior  icind,  trans- 
ferred     -       -        -  9138,179  00 
By  letter  B,  No.  16, 
document  No.  119,  tt 
appears   that    there 
was  transferred  to  the 
Bra'h,  at  Loaisville, 
of  Kentucky  notes  -      67,731  00 
By  the  enclosure  of  let- 
ter I,  No.  16,  docu- 
ment 66,  page  104, 
it  appears  there  had 
been  transferred    to 
Louis'ile,  of  George- 
U)WD,  and  Kentucky 
notes      -       .        -        6,000  00 

211^91,0  00 


I  have  not  had  time  to  examine  further  into  this 
statement. 

I  refer  to  a  statement  of  the  Treasurer  of  the' 
United  States,  dated  Uth  June,  1824,  headed  "A 
statement  showing  the  aggregate  of  moneys  de- 
posited to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  following  banks,"  dkc,  [see  docu- 
ment 83,]  to  show  the  proportion  of  loss  to  the 
amount  deposited  in  certain  banks  that  were  de- 
positories of  public  roone^,  received  from  the  sale 
of  public  lands,  and  which  have  failed  to  fulfil 
their  engagements  with  the  Treasuiy." 

I  refer  to  the  enclosure  of  letter  I,  No.  16,  docu- 
ment 66,  p.  104,  to  show  that  more  uncurrent 
notes  were  received  by  Mr.  Crawford  than  I  have 
alleged  in  my  address  to  the  House,  viz:  George- 
town and  Kentucky  notes,  96,000,  which  appear 
to  have  been  received  between  the  20th  May,  1820, 
and  the  30th  June,  1821.  Or.  if  thev  were  not 
received,  this  document,  furnisned  by  Mr.  Craw- 
ford himself,  must  afford  a  very  sufficient  apology 
for  thinking  so. 

I  refer  to  an  '< extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas 
Sloo  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  furnished 
by  the  Treasury  Department,  see  [6]  and  to  the 
letter  of  George  F.  Strother,  sef  [a]  to  show  that 
the  prospeets  of  collecting  the  debt  of  the  Bank  of 
Missouri  to  the  United  States  are  not  as  ^ood  as 
they  have  been  represented  to  the  committee  to 
be.  &/C 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 


Leavine  onlv,  that  could  have  been 
transferred,  -        -        .       - 


8270,033  60 


To  the  Hon.  John  FlotD|  Chairman,  ^c. 

The  committee  having  again  repeated  to  m«» 
on  last  evening,  that  there  are  no  charges  against 
me  submitted  to  them;  that  their  investigations 
will  be  confined  to  the  six  specific  statements 
which  I  have  aliened  against  Mr.  Crawford  in 
my  address  to  the  House;  and  that,  if  I  wished  to 
produce  further  testimony,  I  must  state  in  writing 
the  names  of  the  witnesses  whom  I  wish  to  have 
summoned,  and  the  points  I  expect  to  prove  by 
them ;  I  cannot  consent  to  take  upon  myself  the 
responsibilitv  which  may  be  imposed  upon  me  by 
subjecting  the  Government  to  a  great  expenae, 
ano  many  ^ntlemen  to  much  personal  mcon- 
venicnce,  without  explaining  the  causes  and  rea- 
sons which,  in  my  opinion,  impoae  upon  me  the 
necessity  to  do  so. 

I  neea  not  enlarge  upon  the  reasons,  hecttofore 
given,  why  I  think  I  have  been  unnecessarily 
called  HipoB,  against  my  own  consent,  to  give  lea- 
timony  in  this  case.  That  measure  has  been 
adopted ;  its  effect  has  been  to  bring  on  a  Uial  of 
myself  upon  collateral  points,  in  the  most  injuri- 
ous form,  surprising  me  by  accusations  and  im- 
peachments 01  my  character,  of  which  I  could 
have  had  no  previous  notice. 

Having  been  made  a  witness,  I  might  have  had 
less  ground  of  complaint  if  I  had  only  been  re- 
quired to  defend  my  general  character  for  vera- 
city; but  as  the  thing  now  stands  I  am  compelled 
to  defend  it  a^inst  particular  allegations,  the  first 
notice  of  which  has  been  from  the  mouths  of  the 
witnesses  summoned  against  me.    This,  I  think, 
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was  not  demanded  by  any  material  fact  in  this 
case,  and  it  surely  can  derive  no  justification 
from  the  rules  of  common  law.  If  I  mistake  not. 
it  is  a  sound  legal  principle  that  a  witness  shall 
neither  be  compelled  to  discredit  himself,  nor  shall 
an  adverse  party  be  permitted  to  ask  him  a  ques- 
tion with  a  view  to  discredit  him. 

Why  I  was  forced  to  become  a  witness,  I 
neither  knew,  nor  could  conjecture,  until  the 
committee  did  me  the  honor,  on  last  evening,  to 
state  to  me  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  my 
having  charged  Mr.  Crawford,  in  one  of  my  six 
specific  statements,  with  having  suppressed  the 
letter  of  the  Receiver  at  Edwardsville,  mentioned 
in  my  examination  before  the  select  committee  of 
February,  1823,  and  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
what  I  knew  upon  that  subject. 

This,  I  must  insist  upon,  is  a  very  great  mis- 
apprehension on  the  part  of  the  committee,  and  a 
most  injurious  one  to  me  if  it  shall  be  perse- 
vered in. 

I  do  most  positively  disclaim  ever  having  had, 
or  now  having,  any  intention  to  include  that  let- 
ter in  the  charge  ot  suppressions  submitted  to  the 
investigation  of  the  committee  by  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

It  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  I  could 
have  intended  to  impose  upon  myself  an  obliga- 
tion to  produce  proof  of  the  suppression  of  a  par- 
ticular letter,  which  the  whole  scope  of  my  ad- 
dress, and  every  fair  inference  from  it,  showed  I 
considered  it  as  my  misfortune  not  to  be  able  to 
produce. 

But  it  is  not  a  fair  inference  from  any  thing 
expressed  in  my  address,  that  I  intended  to  in- 
clude this  letter  in  the  charge  of  suppressions. 

In  page  13  of  that  address,  I  say,  **  it  could  have 
been  no  object  with  me  to  have  established  an 
additional  suppression  upon  him,  for,  if  time  do 
not  fail  me,  it  will  be  seen,  before  I  am  done  with 
this  subject,  that  I  had  in  my  possession  proof, 
whose  credibility  could  not  be  questioned,  of  his 
having  suppressed,  in  a  variety  of  other  instances, 
letters  enough,  of  a  much  more  important  charac- 
ter and  delicate  bearing,  for  any  purpose  that  the 
utmost  malignity  could  have  contemplated,  as 
possible  to  be  effected  by  such  means." 

Here,  then,  is  a  clear  indication  that,  in  what  I 
should  thereafter  say,  I  did  not  intend  to  rely 
upon  that  letter,  but  others  much  more  important, 
and  whose  credibility  could  not  be  questioned, 
evidently  meaning  those  that  could  be  established 
by  the  documents  furnished  by  himself. 

Turnioff  to  the  charge  itself,  (see  address,  page 
25,)  it  is  found  to  be  expressed  in  the  following 
words,  viz :  <<  That  he  has,  in  several  instances, 
withheld  information  and  letters,  called  for  by 
the  House,  and  which  it  was  his  duty  to  have 
communicated." 

The  specifications  of  this  charge,  after  referrinj; 
to  a  particular  case  only,  commence  in  the  fol- 
lowing  words,  viz : 

'<But  it  also  appears  that  he  and  his  officers  of 
the  Treasury  Department  have  not  been  able  to 
find  a  great  number  of  other  letters,  and  even 
some  of  his  own  official  ones,  when  required  by 


other  calls  of  the  House ;  or,  if  they  conld  be  foooiL 
they  were  suppressed.  Of  this  the  documeots 
furnished  by  himself  afford  both  abandut  aad 
conclusive  proof.  Many  instances  mieht  be  sta- 
ted ;  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  I  will  allude  to  a  fev 
of  them  only." 

Here,  then,  is  the  practical  exposition  of  the  in- 
tention indicated  in  the  13th  page  of  my  tddrest, 
in  rccard  to  the  suppressions  on  which  I  iotendd 
to  rely.  The  suppressions  referred  to  in  the  last 
above  recited  paragraph,  are  expressly  confined  lo 
those  which  could  be  proved  by  the  docamests 
furnished  by  himself,  and  of  these  a  few  ooty  are 
specifically  designated,  and  being  all  that  I  exhib- 
ited against  the  Secretary,  must  be  all  that  1  am 
bound  to  prove.  They  were  deemed  enoogh  h 
my  purpose,  and  more,  therefore,  were  not  intend- 
ed to  be  included. 

The  publications  under  the  signature  of  A.  6. 
transmitted  with  my  address,  are  also  referred  to 
for  specifications,  but  these  contain  no  refereDee 
to  any  suppressions  hot  those  which  the  dooh 
ments  estahlish. 

Besides  the  soppression  of  the  Receiver's  letter. 
according  to  the  decision  of  the  commiuee,  which 
I  am  not  disposed  to  contest,  was  a  fact  wboUf 
immaterial,  since  the  description  which  I  gareot 
it  in  my  examination  in  February,  1823,  and  the 
copy  I  produced  to  the  committee,  both  prore  tbit 
it  was  not  one  of  those  letters  which  the  conunit- 
tee  suppose  was  embraced  by  the  call  of  the  House 
upon  Mr.  Crawford. 

For  these,  and  the  reasons  I  have  heretofore  bad 
the  honor  to  submit  to  the  committee.  I  not  ooly 
think  the  testimony  I  am  about  to  asc  for,  ooght 
not  to  be  considered  necessary  in  the  present  la* 
vestigation,  but,  that  my  own  testimony,  aod  til 
that  which  has  already  been  taken  in  reg[srd  to 
the  publications  of  A.  B.  ought  to  be  rejected. 
Understanding,  however,  that  the  committee  in- 
tend to  publish  all  the  testimony  that  has  been 
taken  against  me,  and  believing  that  its  publica- 
tion, under  the  sanction  of  the  committee,  will  be 
calculated  to  do  me  essential  injury,  and  great  ia- 
justice,  without  further  testimony  on  my  part  I 
feel  compelled  to  ask  that  Samud  D.  Lockwood, 
Esq.,  Receiver  at  Edwardsville,  and  ThomasLip- 
pincott,  Esq.,  of  the  same  place,  and  all  the  Sen- 
atorsof  the  United  States,  may  be  sammooed; 
the  two  former  to  support  my  testimony,  aod  the 
latter  to  give  testimony  to  oppoane  that  which  has 
been  given  against  me,  in  relation  to  an  alleged 
denial  of  my  authorship  of  the  A.  B.  pohlicatioos, 
and  I  renew  my  application  for  the  examioatioa 
of  Mr.  Crawford. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 


Remarks  nbmitted  by  Mr,  Fonffik, 
When,  on  the  16th  June,  a  qoestioo  was  pro- 
posed to  Colonel  Benton,  touching  the  ^oeiml 
character  of  Ninian  Edwards,  with  a  view  ^ 
show  him  unworthy  of  belief,  the  committee  said, 
that  if  that  question  was  pressed,  and  the  opposite 
party  asked  for  a  delay  to  enable  him  lo  procare 
testimony  to  defend  his  character,  it  wodd  he 
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granted ;  and,  as  Mr.  Cook,  acting  for  Mr.  Edwards, 
distioctly  stated  that  he  should  want  testimony 
from  the  Western  country,  to  avoid  further  delay 
the  question  was  waived.  The  committee  now 
say,  that  certain  papers  brought  from  Edwards- 
TJlle,  to  be  used  as  evidence  by  Ninian  Edwards, 
are  not  duly  authenticated ;  and,  as  they  are  deemed 
by  him  important,  unless  they  are  admitted  as 
efideoce,  time  will  be  allowed  to  Enable  him  to 
procure  a  proper  authentication  of  them.  With 
the  same  motive  that  preyented  the  question  pro- 
posed to  Colonel  Benton  from  being  pressed,  a 
coDseat  is  now  given  that  these  papers  should  be 
received.  But  it  is  proper  that  the  character  of 
these  papers^  the  motives  for  producing  them,  and 
til  the  testimony  relating  to  them,  should  be 
examined. 

The  papers  ta  which  this  consent  applies,  are 
five  in  oomber ;  to  each  of  which  is  attached  an 
affidavit  of  Thomas  Lippincott,  taken  before  a 
JQstice  of  the  peace,  viz.,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Receiver  of  Edwardsvilie, 
of  the  6th  of  August,  1819.  2d.  A  copy  of  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Crawford,  of  the  1st  of  November, 
IS19,  to  the  Receiver.  3d.  A  copy  of  a  paper 
which  was  folded  in  the  letter  of  the  1st  of  No- 
vember. 4th.  A  copy  of  a  paper  dated  the  12th 
October,  1819,  neixher  directed  nor  signed,  but 
filed  away,  and  endorsed  with  these  words :  "  eopy 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  October,  1819."  5ih. 
Copy  of  a  letter  ot  22d  October,  1819,  signed  by 
the  Receiver  of  Edwardsvilie,  and  directed  to  the 
Secret&ry  of  the  Treasury.  The  first  and  second 
of  these  papexs  were  communicated  to  the  com- 
loiitee  by  the  Secretary ;  the  others  are  not  offi- 
cially certified  by  the  officer  whose  business  and 
duty  it  is  to  authenticate  copies  of  the  papers 
which  belong  to  his  office.  The  affidavit  of  Lip- 
piocott  has  been  preferred  by  Mr.  Edwards  to  the 
official  certificate;  and  he,  it  is  presumed,  was 
perfectly  aware  that  such  an  affidavit  was  insuffi- 
cient to  make  the  copy  to  which  it  might  be  at- 
tached evidence.  The  testimony  of  Lippincott 
was  preferred  also  to  that  of  a  person  MJswald 
Dqod)  who  preceded  Mr.  Edwards  to  Washing- 
fOQ,  and  who  might  have  testified,  after  eza min- 
ing the  copies  and  originals,  that  the  copies  pro- 
dsced  were  copies  of  papers  in  the  office  of  the 
Receiver  of  Edwardsvilie.  This  preference  was 
obviously  given,  that  the  affidavits  might  show  in 
whose  handwriting  the  papers  in  the  office  were 
▼riiten.  The  handwritmg  of  each  is  shown  by 
Lippincott,  except  the  paper  with  the  date  of  Oc- 
tober 12, 1819.  By  the  testimony  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards, given  most  reluctantly,  it  is  now  known 
that  that  paper  is  his  own  work,  a  fact  obviously 
mteuded  to  be  concealed,  and  to  which  conceal- 
rnent  Lippincott  lent  himself,  if  he  was,  as  it  is. 
presumed  he  was,  acquainted  with  Mr.  Edwards's 
handwriting.  Even  were  he  not  acquainted  with 
H;  it  will  be  seen  by  the  affidavito  that  this  paper 
is  the  only  one  the  handwriting  of  the  original  of 
which  the  affidavit  attached  to  it  does  not  go  to 
asceruin.  The  original  letter  of  the  1st  of  No- 
vember is  said  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr. 
Crawford ;  that  of  the  6th  of  August,  of  a  cUrk^ 


and  signed  by  Mr.  Crawford ;  the  paper  folded  in 
the  letter  oi  the  1st  of  November,  in  the  same 
handwriting  as  the  letter  of  Mr.  Crawford  of  the 
6th  of  August;  the  letter  signed  bv  Mr.  Stephen- 
son, of  the22d  of  October,  in  the  nandwriting  of 
Mr.  Stephenson,  The  explanation  of  this  differ- 
ence in  the  affidavit,  is  found  in  the  fact  disclosed 
by  Mr.  Edwards,  that  the  paper  from  which  that 
now  offered  was  copied,  was  the  work  of  his  own 
hand.  The  affidavit  of  Lippincott,  that  the  copy 
offered  is  a  true  copy  of  that  paper  now  on  file,  is 
contradicted  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Edwards. 
There  is  an  underscoring  in  the  copy,  and  in  the 
original  none.  Mr.  Edwards,  although  he  never 
remembers  to  have  seen  the  underscoring  until 
he  saw  it  before  the  committee,  states,  that  before 
the  affidavit  was  affixed,  he  or  Lippincott  must 
have  underscored  a  particular  part  of  it ;  which 
underscoring,  making  emphatic  a  particular  sen- 
tence, brought  the  copy  somewhat  nearer  than 
the  original  to  the  description  given  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, in  his  affidavit  of  1823,  of  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Stephenson.  The  oath  of  Mr.  Edwards  was, 
that  the  purpose  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  in  writing 
the  letter,  was  to  enclose  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Edwards  of  the  13th  of  September,  1819,  and  that 
he  (Mr.  E.)  prevailed  on  him  to  write  it.  The 
letter  produced,  refers  to  the  publication  as  en- 
closed, but  does  it  incidentally,  as  a  circumstance 
of  no  particular  importance ;  and  the  agency  Mr. 
Edwards  alleged  he  had  in  procuring  it  to  be 
written,  is  not  stated ;  nor  is  there  any  allusion  to 
the  advice  he  declares  he  gave  to  Mr.  Stephenson 
to  withhold  all  further  deposites  until  he  received 
the  order  of  the  Secretary.  Mr.  Edwards  now 
states  that  this  advice  was  given  to  prevent,  not 
immediate,  but  future  remote  danger,  while  the 
paper  produced  by  him,  as  the  copy  of  that  letter 
written  by  himself  states,  as  from  the  Receiver, 
that  "  he  would  not  wish  to  risk  the  responsibility 
of  makinff  the  deposites  in  the  bank  until  after 
the  first  oi  January  tiext,  1820,  without  your  in- 
structions, given  upon  a  knowledge  of  the  facts 
above  disclosed ;"  of  which  facts  the  qpurse  Mr. 
Edwards  was  disposed  to  pursue,  was  one  the 
least  important  in  its  character. 

The  peculiar  manner  in  which  the  affidavit  is 
drawn,  deserves  notice.  The  paper  now  produced 
is  intended  to  prove  that  Mr.  Stephenson  wrote 
the  letter  in  1819,  described  by  Mr.  Edwards, 
and  that  he  gave  the  advice  he  stated  he  gave 
to  Mr.  Stephenson,  and,  as  presumptive  evidence 
that  his  publication,  and  this  letter,  were  sent 
to  the  Secretary  ol  the  Treasury.  For  these 
purposes  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  appear  that 
the  original,  from  which  it  is  copied,  should  have 
been  always  in  the  office  of  the  Receiver  since 
1819,  and  was  obviously  preserved  as  an  official 
document  While  the  others  are  in  ordinary  form, 
the  affidavit  of  Lippincott,  on  this  .paper,  is  of 
studied  and  singular  phraseology:  **that  the 
original  was  found  by  him  on  the  files  of  official 
letters,  appertaining  to,  and  now  «n,  the  Receiv- 
ers's  office  at  Ectwardsviile;"  a  phraseology  which 
implies  that  the  deponent  knew  that  the  files  of 
omcial  letters  in  which  he  found  the  original  pa- 
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per,  althoagh  belongiog  to,  had  been  mU  cf,  the 
Receiver's  office ;  a  fact  totally  destructive  of  all 
the  presutnptioQs  arising  from  the  finding  of  the 
paper  on  the  files  of  the  official  letters  in  the  of- 
fice. This  paper  of  the*  12th  of  October,  it  is 
shown  by  Mr.  Edwards,  is  not  on  the  letter-book 
of  1819,  in  which  it  would  have  been  the  duty  of 
Mr.  Stephenson  to  have  recorded  it,  had  it  been 
4ent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  But  there 
is  something  written  upon  it  by  the  Receiver. 
The  affidavit  is  on  this  point,  also,  equivocal. 
The  paper  was  found  by  the  deponent  on  the  files 
of  official  letters  appertaining  to,  and  now  in,  the 
Receiver's  office  at  Edwardsville,  and  endorsed 
or  filed  in  the  handwriting  of  the  Receiver  of 
Public  Moneys,  as  follows :  "  Copy  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  October  1819."  No  punishment 
could  be  inflicted  for  this  statement  as  false,  if  the 
paper  is  not  endorsed,  provided  the  alternative 
that  it  is  filed  is  true.  It  is  filed  if  the  paper  was 
enclosed  in  a  separate  envelope,  with  the  words 
upon  it  in  the  Receiver's  handwriting ;  but,  if  the 
Receiver's  handwriting  is  not  on  the  paper  itself, 
the  only  presumption  m  its  favor  arises  from  its 
being  found  among  papers  appertaining  to,  and  now 
in,  the  office. 

It  is  nof  necessary  to  pursue  this  inquiry  further. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  conversation  or  the  acts  of  Mr. 
Edwards  and  Mr.  Stephenson  in  Edwardsville  in 
1819,  nor  has  he  expressed  either  belief  or  opinion 
respecting  them.  What  was  officially  known  to 
him  he  has  communicated.  For  the  correctness 
of  that  knowledge  only  is  he  solicitous.  Nor 
would  this  scrutiny  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
paper  dated  12th  of  October,  1819,  be  made,  if  Mr. 
Edwards  had  contented  himself  with  the  produc- 
tion of  it  in  explanation  of  his  oath  of  1823,  and 
his  justification  of  that  part  of  it  which  depended 
upon  his  own  knowledge.  It  is,  however,  now 
produced  as  presumptive  evidence  that  the  copy 
of  it  was  received  by  the  Secretary ;  and  Mr.  Ed- 
wards sought  for  the  answer  in  tne  office  of  the 
Receiver^  and  has  now  sworn  that  he  believes 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary,  of  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1816,  is  the  letter  written  after  the  recep- 
tion of  that  of  the  12th  of  October,  to  direct  the 
Receiver  to  continue  the  deposiles  in  the  Bank 
of  Edwardsville.  The  letter  of  the  1st  of  No- 
vember makes  no  allusion  to  such  letter ;  it  is  not 
a  direction  to  continue  the  deposites ;  it  is  the  de- 
termination of  the  Secretary  that  the  course  ai- 
leffed  in  the  letter  of  Lucy  Stephenson  of  the  18th 
of  September,  which  letter  it  now  appears  was 
also  the  work  of  Mr.  Edwards,  for  the  detention 
of  the  public  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver, 
did  not  authorize ^that  detention. 

Since  Mr.  Edwards  has  produced  the  paper 
purporting  to  be  dated  on  the  12th  October,  1819, 
It  has  been  shown  that  it  was  impossible  that  the 
letter  of  the  1st  November  should  have  been  the 
answer  to  it,  or  written  in  consequence  of  it.  By 
the  mail  arrangements  of  1819,  prevailing  until 
the  16th  November  of  that  year,  as  shown  by  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Bradley  before  the  Committee, 
it  required  twenty  days  to  transmit  a  letter  from 


Washington  lo  Edwardsville,  and  a  iooger  tine 
to  transmit  a  letter  from  Edwardsville  to  Wash- 
ington. The  original  accounts  of  the  Postmsis 
of  Edwardsville,  taken  from  the  Comptroller^ 
office,  and  of  which  an  extract  is  before  the  Com- 
mittee^ show  that  no  mail  left  Edwardsville  for 
Washington  from  the  9th  October  until  tbe  M 
of  that  month.  More  than  twenty  days  from  tk 
16th  of  October  reaches  beyond  Ute  4th  Noren- 
ber.  The  letter  of  the  Ist  November  was  tkm- 
fore  written  before  it  was  possible  for  the  letter  of 
the  12th  October,  1819,  (it  such  had  beea  wiiua 
at  Edwardsville,)  to  reach  Washington.  Admit- 
ting the  impossibility  that  this  should  be  other- 
wise^  Mr.  Edwards  seeks  to  avoid  the  effect  of  diis 
admission,  by  declaring  on  oath  his  belief  tto 
the  letter  of  the  1st  November  was  not  writtea  er 
sent  before  that  of  the  12th  October  was  receivei 
Either,  therefore,  the  letter  wms  fraud alentlJUl^ 
dated  or  retained  until  the  arrival  of  that  doe^ 
ment.  To  find  a  colorable  pretext  for  this  belicL 
Mr.  Edwards  (as  the  Committee  will  recolleet) 
turned  to  the  original  letter  of  tbe  Secrettrjflf 
the  Treasury  of  the  1st  of  November,  to  the  Cas^ 
ier  of  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville,  brought  bf  Mr. 
£kl  wards  from  that  place,  which  enclosed  aeopr 
of  the  letter  of  the  same  date  to  the  Reedre. 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  postmark  upon  it;  nU 
succeeded  in  persuading  himself  that  there  m 
the  figure  8  in  the  postmark.  A  clerk  of  the  post 
office  (Mr.  Sweeny)  was  seat  for  by  one  of  i&« 
Committee,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  but  Mr.  Edwyds  k- 
clined  ezamming  him.  Mr.  Sweeny,  howenr, 
was  examined ;  and  the  postmark  was  ascattined 
to  be  the  dd  of  a  month  which  could  not  be  di^ 
gnisbed.  This  postmark,  if  of  November,  vts 
on  the  original  letter  before  the  letter  of  the  l%k 
October  could  have  reached  Washingtoo.  Oa 
tbe  19th  June,  after  a  deliberation  of  three  dap, 
Mr.  Edwards  amended  his  own  testimoof,  tod 
then  declared  that  it  was  possible  the  letter  of  tlie 
12th  October  might  have  arrived  here  in  time  to 
be  answered  by  one  of  the  1st  November,  became 
it  might  have  been  carried  by  a  private  coorey- 
ance  lo  Louisville,  from  whence  it  could  ban 
been  brought  by  maul  within  the  required  time. 
In  making  this  ameodment  to  his  former  aosts, 
Mr.  Edwairds  appeare  to  have  forsotten  howmoeh 
he  haul  previonsiv  said  of  the  wety  of  the  mail, 
and  the  improbability  that  any  thing  committed 
to  it  should  have  miscarried ;  and  that  Mr.  St^ 
phenaott  could  not  have  felt  so  much  aniietr  tc 
despatch  a  paper  which  it  had  required  Mr.  B4- 
wards's  influence  to  prevaul  on  him  to  write,  as » 
seek  unuanal  means  of  hurrying  it  on  by  a  modettf 
conveyance  never  before  or  after  used  bf  bit 
for  the  conveyamce  of  his  official  letters  to  i^ 
.  Department. 

Mr.  Edwards,  however,  has  asserted  tbat  Mr. 
Crawford's  letter  of  the  20th  of  April,  1830,  m 
possibly  the  answer  to  the  one  of  the  I2ih  o/  Oc- 
tober, 1819.  In  making  this  assertion,  ob  oath, 
Mr.  Edwards  has  not  recollected  the  sires  be 
lays  upon  the  circumstance  of  the  depositee  bar* 
ing  been  withheld  till  the  31st  of  December,  m 
as  proof  that  he  had  advised  the  Recdrer  to  wiib- 
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hold  the  deposites ;  as  eridence  that  the  Receiver 
did  write  to  Mr.  Crawlbrd  the  letter  of  the  12th 
Ociober,  and  that  that  letter  was  answered ;  that, 
io  coQsequence  of  that  answer,  the  krge  sam  of 
|8,19l  was  paid  into  the  bank.  In  laying  this 
stress  upon  the  withholding  of  the  deposites,  as 
erideoee  that  Mr.  Stephenson  was  acting  by  his 
ad  rice,  he  bad  forgotten  that  he  knew  (having 
written  Loey  Stephenson's  letter  of  the  18th  Sep- 
tember, 1819)  that  the  deposites  had  been  with- 
lield  for  months  before  he  save  the  advice,  of  the 
girioff  of  which,  that  withholding  is  afterwards 
eoosidered  as  satisfactory  proof.  Witbont  weigh- 
iog  the  ingenious  suppoisitions  made  under  oath, 
fooaded  upon  a»r  paper  not  proved  to  have  been 
BeeD  by  the  Receiver,  differing  from  his  official 
directioos  and  yet  probably  innuencing  him  to  do 
what  be  did  not  do— withhold  the  deposites — it 
will  be  sufficiently  apparent  that  a  letter  of  the 
20tb  April,  1830,  could  not  be  the  cause  of  depos- 
its made  in  December,  1819,  and  January  and 
Febraary,  1820;  in  all  which  months,  notwith- 
sUDdJDg  the  advice  Mr.  Edwards  has  sworn  he 
gsre  the  Reoerver,  deposites  were  made  by  that 
officer,  as  appenra  by  his  aeeounts  in  the  hands  of 
the  ConMnlttee,  among  the  doouments  aceompa- 
Dying  the  Secretarjr's  communication.  The  letter 
of  the  20th  of  April  is  written,  as  appears  on  the 
ftee  of  it,  in  oooseqoenee  of  the  deposites  of  pub- 
lic mon^  having  been  partially  made.  In  the 
Receivers  office  at  fidwardsvilie,  has  been  found 
DO  letter  answeriog  the  description  of  Mr.  £d- 
wardi,  in  his  testimony  in  1823,  or  which  could 
IttTe  been  an  answer  to  the  paper  of  which  the 
copy  is  now  produced.  Mr.  Edwards  has  stated 
that  he  searched  the  office  with  the  special  object 
of  discovering  such  a  document,  and  that,  except 
what  he  has  produced,  none  such  is  to  be  found. 

It  is  therefore  respectfully  snbmiued — 

That  the  paper  io  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Ed* 
wards  found  on  the  files  of  official  Tetters  apper- 
tainiog  to  and  now  in  the  Receiver's  office,  is  evi- 
dence only  that  Mr.  Edwards  wrote  such  a  letter : 

That  it  is  not  official,  although  filed  in  the  hand- 
writing  of  the  Receiver ;  as  it  is  not  in  his  hand- 
writing, nor  in  that  of  any  person  employed  in  his 
office,  and  is  not  recorded  m  his  letter-book: 

That  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  Receiver 
erer  carried  or  sent  a  copv  of  it  from  his  office: 

That  such  letter  never  has  been  received  at  the 
Treasary  Department ;  that  no  answer  is  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  or  Receiver's  office  at  Ed- 
vardsTiUe,  or  was  ever  written  to  such  letter. 

Mr.  Edwards  having^  declared,  in  his  last  ad- 
dress to  the  committee,  delivered  on  the  19th  of 
iooe,  that  h^  had  made  no  charge  against  the 
Secretary,  of  sappressing  the  alleged  correspond- 
coce  with  Mr.  Stephenson,  to  which  his  oath  of 
IH23  refers,  it  might  appear  superfluous  to  trouble 
the  committee  with  these  remarks.  But,  on  the 
Tery  day  that  Mr.  Edwards  presented  this  dis- 
claimer, the  alteration  in  his  testimony,  heretofore 
meniioQed,  wa^  made ;  and  made,  too,  after  the 
oisclaimer  was  prepared  and  delivered.  The  con- 
Ticiioo,  therefore,  is,  that  Mr.  Edwards  seeks  to 
lea  re  the  stain  of  this  charge  on  the  Secretary, 
18th  Cost.  1st  Si:sa.—92 


while  he  intends  to  avoid,  if  he  can,  the  responsi- 
bility of  having  made  it^  and  seeks  to  procure  for 
his  own  testimony,  which  is  the  only  testimony 
in  support  of  it,  a  degree  of  respect  to  which  it  is 
not  entitled.  With  this  view  of  his  intention,  it 
will  not  be  deemed  improper  to  examine  what  has 
been  said  and  attempted  by  Mr.  Edwards  on  the 
subject. 

la  1823,  Mr.  Edwards  declared,  on  oath,  to  the 
committee  of  Congress,  that  he  was  very  much, 
surprised  that  this  correspondence  (meaning  the 
alleged  letter  of  Mr.  Stephenson,  of  12th  October, 
and  the  alleged  answer,)  was  not  communicated 
by  the  Secretary,  under  resolntioos  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  the  9th  January  and  12tli 
March,  1822,  calling  for  certain  correspondence 
between  the  Treasury  Department  and  sundry 
banks. 

In  his  address  to  the  House,  on  the  6th  of  April 
last,  he  says :  ^  Believing,  as  I  call  my  Qod  Io 
witness  I  sincerely  and  confidently  do,  that  Mr. 
Crawford  did  receive  the  letter  mentioned  in  the 
above  report,  and  that  it  is  now  in  his  possession, 
or  has  been  purposely  destroyed — "  In  the  same 
address,  he  infers  that,  if  this  letter  was  not  an- 
swered, Mr.  Crawfora  being  for  some  cause  or 
other  unwilling  to  acknowMge  the  receipt  of  it, 
"  contrived  to  give  the  directions  (to  continue  the 
deposites)  under  some  other  form  or  pretext  than 
that  of  a  direct  answer  to  it." 

In  his  replication,  presented  to  the  committee 
since  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  whole  pages 
are  occupied  by  an  argument  to  show  that  the 
alleged  letter  of  the  12th  October  was  sent,  was 
received,  and  was  answered.  All  the  officers  in 
the  Secretary's  office  were  called,  as  witnesses,  to 
prove  that  the  letter  had  been  received  in  1819,  or 
had  been  found  since  the  Secretary's  report,  of 
22d  March,  1824 ;  and  that  the  Secretary  had  mir- 
posely  delayed  making  that  report  until  Mr.  Ed- 
wards was  about  to  leave  Washington.  In  all  of 
which,  the  testimony  adduced  was  conclusive, 
that  neither  the  charge  itself,  nor  either  of  the  in- 
cidents alleged  in  aggravation  of  it  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, was  true. 

Mr.  Edwards  argues,  too,  in  his  replication,  that 
the  Edwardsville  Receiver's  letter  ought,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Crawford's  own  view  of  the  subject, 
to  nave  been  commuoieated  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, under  thebeforementioned  resolutions, 
because  one  other  Receiver's  letter  (the  Receiver 
at  St.  Louis)  had  been  communicated  with  his  re- 
port of  the  ,  omitting  to  remember  that  this 
was  communicated  under  a  call  requiring  all  the 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  Missouri, 
which  made  it  his  duty  to  transmit  all  letters  re- 
specting that  bank,  from  whomsoever  received. 

In  his  testimony,  now  taken  before  the  commit- 
tee, Mr.  Edwards  declares  he  believes  that,  in 
1819,  the  Secretary  might  have  conceived  the 
idea  of  concealing  the  letter  of  Mr.  Stephenson, 
if  it  had  been  received,  to  screen  himself  from 
responsibility,  if  the  Bank  of  Edwardsville  after- 
wards failed,  an  event  which,  although  he  did  not 
anticipate^  he  might  have  apprehended.  In  the 
same  testimony,  when  compelled  to  admit  that  a 
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letter  could  not  have  arrivedf  by  mail,  from  the 
16th  of  October  to  the  1st  of  Nor  ember,  1819,  he 
added,  to  that  admission,  an  insinuation,  on  oath, 
that  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  was  antedated,  or 
retained,  until  the  arrival  of  the  alleged  letter  of 
the  12th  October,  1819.  After  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Sweeny  was  given,  instead  of  disavowing 
this  insinuation,  he  was  silent,  and,  three  days 
afterwards,  adds  to  that  part  of  his  testimony  that 
from  which  it  might  be  inferred  that  the  letter  of 
the  12th  of  Octo^r  was  sent,  bv  private  convey- 
ance, to  Louisville,  and  thence,  oy  mail,  to  Wash- 
ington. 

All  these  declarations,  and  the  publication  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  at  Louisville,  in  which  he  asserts 
that  he  has  the  most  irresistible  proof  that  the  Re- 
ceiver at  Edwardsville  did  write  the  letter  men- 
tioned in  his  examination,  and  that  Mr.  Crawford 
did  write  a  letter  to  the  Receiver,  directing  him  to 
continue  the  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  Edwards- 
ville, make  it  necessary  that  it  should  be  distinctly 
brouffht  before  the  committee.  That  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, in  different  parts  of  his  testimony,  contra- 
dicts himself;  that  his  testimony  of  1823  does  not 
agree  with  the  testimony  taken  before  the  present 
committee ;  that  his  statements,  in  his  addresses  to 
the  committee,  are  contradictory  to  each  other; 
that  his  statements^  now  given  on  oath,  show  that 
the  impressions  which  his  addresses  were  intended 
to  make,  were  as  he  knew,  unfounded ;  that  he 
voluntarily  declared,  in  the  most  emphatic  naan- 
ner^  to  different  persons,  that  he  was  not  the 
author  of  various  publications  against  the  Secre- 
tary, which  he  now  acknowledges  to  have  written  ; 
and  finally,  that  he  was,  as  admitted  by  himself,  a 

Sarty  to  a  material  alteration  in  a  paper,  produced 
y  himself,  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  a  paper 
appertaining  to,  and  now  in  the  Receiver's  Office, 
at  Edwardsville;  an  alteration,  the  obvious  effect 
of  which  was  to  deceive  the  committee  and  the 
public,  as  to  the  character  of  the  original,  from 
which  the  copy  was  taken. 

It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  submitted,  that  noth- 
ing, affecting  the  Secretary,  and  depending  upon 
the  oath  of  Mr.  Edwards,  can  be  taken  as  proved. 


Hon.  JoBif  Floyo,  Chairman^  fc. 

Unprepared,  at  present,  to  defend  myself  against 
the  testimony  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Noble,  by  which 
I  have  been  perfectly  surprised,  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  look  to  a  nature  period  for  that  purpose. 
Lest,  however,  some  erroneous  inferences  to  my 
prejudice  may  be  drawn  from  the  want  of  a  for- 
mal defence  on  thi»  subject  before  the  Committee, 
I  do  most  solemnly  declare  before  Qod  and  my 
country,  that,  in  the  conversation  which  Mr. 
Noble  states  to  have  passed  between  him  and  my- 
self, whensoever  or  wheresoever  any  part  of  it  may 
have  happened,  he  must,  at  least,  have  greatly  mis- 


understood me,  both  in  regard  to  the  A.  B.  pabli- 
cations,  and  to  Mr.  Crawford ;  auid  that,  if  tbecoi' 
versation  alluded  to,  or  any  part  of  it,  happened, 
as  he  says  it  did,  in  his  own  room,  it  must  bare 
been  after  my  nomination  was  confirmed  bj  the 
Senate. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  Mr.  NoUe,  diaeliim- 
ing  all  party  consideratioas,  had  professed  to  be 
ray  friend,  and  had  taken  "  an  active  part"  it 
favor  of  the  confirmation  of  my  nomij)atiofi;of 
which,  he  proves,  I  was  well  apprized,  it  woaU, 
therefore,  nave  been  most  extraordinary,  thit  I 
should  have  thought  it  necessary  to  have  oale 
such  statements  to  him,  by  which  nothing  wasts 
be  gained,  and  that  I  should  have  tolallf  forbone 
to  make  them  to  any  other  Senator. 

Nor  can  it  be  considered  less  strange,  if  tluR 
statements  were  made  to  him  during  the  peadescy 
of  my  nomination,  that  he,  with  all  his  zeal  io  ny 
favor,  and  acting  in  direct  opposition  to  the  wisto 
of  his  political  friends,  should  never,  either  wili 
a  view  to  aid  me,  or  to  justify  himself,  hare  gire: 
the  slightest  intimation  of  such  conversatioa  v 
he  represents  to  have  passed  between  us,  to  aoj 
one  of  those  gentlemen  whom  it  was  calcolated  t>: 
conciliate,  and  from  whom  opposition  was  ex- 
pected. 

As  to  the  convemtion  he  mentions  in  regard  k 
Mr.  Crawford,  it  alludes  to  some  facts  which  bif 
pened  before  I  became  a  member  of  Congress,  aa^ 
of  which  I  had  no  knowledge  until  since  tbecdfit- 
mencement  of  the  present  controversy. 

The  verv  professionsof  gratitude  which  hesir> 
I  made  to  him,  would  apply  with  much  more  to 
and  propriety  to  a  period  after,  than  before,  tk 
confirmation  of  my  nomination ;  and,  from  the 
nature  of  the  case,  they  would  seem  to  bafe  beei 
predicated  upon  a  disinterestedness  on  his  pan 
which  was  the  more  highly  appreciated,  because 
it  overlooked  the  circumstances  of  his  friendship 
and  my  hostility  to  Mr.  Crawford,  which  is  i^ 
war  with  the  whole  statement  he  has  made,  co&- 
cerniitg  my  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  that  geflti^ 
man. 

That  Mr.  Noble  may  have  misunderstood  me,  i 
will  not  attempt  to  gainsay.  But,  as  I  bope  ^ 
future  happiness,  I  never  did  intend  to  hare  ex- 
pressed myself  to  him,  or  any  other  person,  so  v 
to  have  conveyed  the  opinion  and  sentimeno 
which  he  has  imputed  to  me ;  nor  can  I  accooot 
by  any  thing  within  my  own  knowledge,  for  sik^ 
great  misapprehensions. 

My  object,  however,  is  not  now  to  present  n 
argument  upon  the  ease,  but  simply  to  request  tbs 
committee  to  accept  of  this  as  my  denial  of  Mr 
Noble's  testimony,  and  to  have  it  printed  with  or 
other  communications  to  the  committee. 

NINIAN  EDWARDS. 

June  21,  1824. 
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CONDITION    AND    PROSPECTS    OF     THE 

GREEKS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  December  81,  181t3.] 

To  the  House  of  IUpn$eiUative9  of  <A«  TJwML  SiaU$  : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatires  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  aecom- 
paoying  docameats,  coo  taming  the  information  re- 
quested by  the  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  19th 
instant,  relating  to  the  condition  and  future  pros- 
pects of  the  Greeks. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wasbingtom,  December  31,  1823. 


DSPARTM ENT  OF  StATB, 

Washington,  Dec.  31,  1823. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been 
referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States,  of  the  19th  instant, 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
lay  before  the  House  any  information  he  may 
have  receired,  and  which  he  may  not  deem  it 
improper  to  communicate,  relating  to  the  con- 
dition and  future  prospects  of  the  Greeks,  has  the 
honor  of  reporting  to  the  President  the  papers  in 
the  possession  of  this  Department,  containing  the 
io formation  requested  by  the  resolution  of  the 
House. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


LIST  OF  PAFEBS   SENT. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Mr. 

Adams,  dated  13th  December,  1822— with 
Note,  dated  Corinth,  8th  [20th]  April,  1822— 

translation. 
Note,  Mr.  Luriottisto  Don  Evaristo  San  Miguel, 

daied  21st  November,  1822 — translation. 
Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Adams,  24th  February,  1823— 

copy. 
Mr.  Luriottis  to  same,        20th  do.        do. — 

copy. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Rush,  I8th  August,         do — 

copy. 
Same  to  Mr.  Luriottis,      18th    '      do.        do 

copy. 


Extract  of  a  letter  to  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Marseilles,  6th  August,  1823. 
Extract  of  a  letter  to  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Marseilles,  27th  August,  1823. 
Statistical  table  of  Greece — translations-original 

copy  received  from  Mr.  Middleton. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Forsyth  to  the  Secretary 
of  Stale,  dated  Madrid,  December  13,  1822. 

^'  The  Greeks  have  an  agent  in  this  Pe^ipsula 
Luriottis.  He  was  here  a  fortnight,  asking  aid  of 
money,  which  he  did  not  receive.  Indeed,  he 
left  this,  disgusted  with  the  coldness  with  which 
he  was  treated  by  San  Miguel.  He  has  gone  to 
Lisbon,  with  sanguine  hopes  of  meeting,  if  not 
aid,  at  least  kinder  treatment.  I  enclose  to  you 
copies  Nos.  1  and  2  of  an  official  statement,  made 
for  him  in  April  last  by  his  Government,  of  the 
state  of  their  affairs^nd  of  his  letter  to  the  Span- 
ish Government.  We  ha ve^ favorable  news  from 
the  Greeks,  from  various  sources.  The  Albanians 
are  now  their  allies ;  they  have  again  been  success- 
ful, by  sea,  against  the  Turks,  and  the  best  hopes 
of  their  ultimate  and  complete  triumph  are  en- 
tertained. 


[tbanslation.] 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs — No.  66  of  the  protocol. 
View  of  the  prestfU  state  of  Qreeee, 

The  most  cruel  of  tyrannies,  of  exactions  with- 
out number,  induced  the  Greeks  to  a  just  revolt. 
Their  first  operations  were  attended  with  some 
successes,  which  were  of  very  little  consequence, 
owing  to  the  want  of  union  amosg  themselves. 
Some  particular  governments  were  estaUished, 
but  they  did  not  answer  the  purpose  which  was 
intended.  Then  the  deputies  of  the  nation  were 
called  together  at  Epidamos,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  an  Organic  law.  This  assembly,  of 
which  Prince  Mavrocordato  was  President,  alter 
a  month  of  deliberations,  fixed  the  mode  of  a  pro- 
visional government,  the  duration  of  which  was 
to  be  one  year. 

After  the  dissolution  of  this  assembly,  the  Gk>v- 
ernment  which  had  been  formed  in  it  was  pro- 
claimed, and  recognised  in  the  Islands,  the  Pelo- 
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ponnesus,  and  the  Continent.  The  people  being 
satisfied,  submitted  with  jov  to  its  decisions,  and 
order  and  justice  succeeded  to  violence  and 
anarchy. 

The  authority  of  this  Govern ment  acquires, 
every  day,  new  strength,^  and  it  may  be  hoped 
that,  soon,  Greece,  regenerated  by  the  benefits  of 
a  wise  and  paternal  administration,  will  show 
herself  worthy  of  its  independence. 

By  the  efibrts  of  its  defenders,  the  Peloponnesus 
will  be  no  more  polluted  by  the  presence  of  its  op- 
pressors. Four  fortresses,  Patras^  Coron,  Modon, 
mpoli  de  Romani,  only  remain  in  the  power  of 
the  Turks ;  and  the  hour  of  their  fall  approaches. 
Napoli  de  Romani  is  about  to  follow  the  example 
of  Corinth,  which  surrendered  at  discretion,  and 
the  other  places  are  about  to  be  entirely  deprived 
of  provisions  and  munitions,  by  the  flight  of  the 
Turkish  fleet.  This  fleet  having  left  the  Dar- 
danelles, in  the  month  of  February,  was  favored 
by  the  winds,  which  prevented  their  pas^sage  of 
the  Archipelago  from  being  disputed,  fiut  at 
Navarino  the  Greeks,  seconded  by  the  ability  of 
General  Lenormand,  and  by  the  courage  of  some 
European  officers,  who  were  shut  up  there,  ren- 
dered the  projects  upon  that  place  abortive;  this, 
doubtless,  compelled  it  to  go  against  Patras,  and 
there  effect  the  landing  of  the  troops,  which  it  had 
on  board.  It  was  after  this  operation  that  it  was 
encountered  by  the  naval  forces  of  the  Greeks. 
The  Turkish  fleet,  beaten,  pursued,  and  entirely 
dispersed,  was  obliged  to  seek  refuge  towards  the 
coast  of  Egypt,  where  it  was  surprised  by  a  tem- 
pest, in  which  it  lost  four  frigates  and  two  brigs. 
All  the  crews  of  these  ships,  and  the  commander 
of  the  squadron.  Ismael  Gibraltar,  were  drowned. 
It  was  also  obliged  to  abandon,  on  our  coasts, 
several  transports  loaded  with  provisions,  destined 
for  the  army  which  came  to  be  landed. 

This  army,  composed  of  four  thousand  men, 
weakened  every  day  by  the  diseases  and  dissen- 
sions which  have  sway  in  it,  takes  refuge  under 
the  cannon  of  the  fortress  of  Patras,  into  which 
entrance  has  been  refused  it.  There,  blockaded 
on  one  side  by  a  Greek  squadron,  and  on  the  other 
harassed,  night  and  day,  by  the  troops  of  General 
Colocotroni,  it  will  prove,  by  its  total  annihila- 
tion, that  every  efibrt  will  always  be  vain,  against 
a  people  which  wishes  for  its  liberty,  cost  what 
it  will. 

In  Attica,  the  fortress  of  Athens  alone  is  in  the 
power  of  the  Turks,  and  the  bombardment  of  it, 
to  which  a  fortunate  issue  is  expected,  commenced 
several  days  ago. 

Boeotia,  Phocis,  and  Locris,  have  driven  out 
the  enemies  of  their  beautiful  provinces.  The 
Government  is  very  seriously  occupied  with  the 
m^ns  of  possessing  itself  of  2itonny,  where  there 
is  still  a  body  of  the  Turkish  army,  in  order  to 
enable  it  to  cause  the  troops  in  Tbessalf  to  ad- 
vance simultaneously  with  tne  general  movement 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Mount  Olympus,  a  bold  and 
warlike  people,  and  render  the  position  of  the  ene- 
my more  critical. 

The  defiles  of  Pindus  being  in  our  possession, 
all  communication  between  the  rest  of  Turkey 


and  Thessaly,and  all  retreat  for  the  enemy's  irmy, 
that  shall  then  be  in  this  province,  will  be  imine- 
diately,  from  that  time,  impossible.  All  Etolia, 
Epirus,  and  almost  all  Arcania,  are  io  the  inver 
of  the  Government,  with  the  exception  ot  sooe 
places  which  are  under  a  rigorous  Uocksde. 

I  have  now  to  speak  of  Albania.  What  vi 
be  its  relations  with  us?  The  future  alone caa 
resolve  this  important  question;  and  the  veil 
known  character  of  this  people  does  not  permit 
the  calculation  of  events  from  probabilities;  soa^ 
times  neuter  and  sometimes  partisans,  by  tons 
our  allies  and  enemies,  which  they  have  practised 
to  the  present  time,  passing  in  appearance  from 
one  party  to  another,  without  really  serving  tb 
interests  of  that  which  they  had  adopted.  The 
death  of  Ali  Pacha  has  prodocexi  iittle  effect 
The  Turks,  proud  of  this  success|  which  they 
owe  only  to  the  treachery  of  the  very  soldiers  cf 
this  Pacha,  have  appeared  to  take  courage;  bat, 
being  repulsed  at  Wonizza,  they  appeared  io\aft 
almost  abandoned  their  attempts.  Suck  is  the 
situation  of  afiairs  in  the  Peloponnesus  and  ca 
the  continent. 

Almost  all  the  Islands  being  free,  have  sohmit- 
ted  to  the  Government,  and  cause  the  Greek  6ig 
to  be  respected  in  the  Archipelago.  At  Chws, 
six  thousand  Samiotes  have  landed,  to  favoc  the 
independence  of  that  island,  and  have  shut  ap  tti< 
Turas  in  the  fortress.  Mityleoe  in  a  short  ws 
will  have  shaken  ofi*  its  yoke,  and  Caodia  ^uil 
combats,  with  advantage,  against  superior  forces; 
but  the  known  valor  of  its  inhabitants,  and  iIk 
justice  of  their  cause,  will  make  up  for  namber. 

At  the  moment  I  am  writing,  the  newsof  ihe 
victory  obtained  over  the  Turks  at  Rigoajsii 
comes,  to  be  communicated  to  the  Goveromeot; 
four  hundred  of  the  enemy  remain  upon  the  ficH 
of  battle,  and  the  rest  of  their  army  has  been  jiauo 
flight.  The  Suliotes,  by  their  accustomed  braTcrf, 
have  covered  themselves  with  glory. 

More  recent  news  come  to  inform  us  of  oKjre 
new  successes ;  Colonel  Ulysses,  with  fifteeo  bos- 
dred  men,  landed  on  the  1st  of  April  at  Heliin; 
after  an  obstinate  battle  against  forces  soperier 
in  number,  he  became  master  of  thevilla^e^v 
also  of  the  port  of  St.  Marine,  parsued  the  eoemf 
to  Zitonni,  killed  three  hundred  men,  and  made 
some  prisoners.  General  Niketa,  commander  of 
the  Peloponnesian  troops,  joined  his  operations  to 
those  of  Colooel  Ulysses,  and,  from  every  thiof, 
it  is  believed  they  have  already  entered  Ziionai- 
Colonels  Mitzi,  &ondojanni  and  Skalzodini  ad- 
vanced upon  Patradjik,  and  have  gained  somead- 
vahtages.  Of  the  Ixxly  of  the  Greek  army,  coffi- 
posed  of  ten  thousand  men,  who  act  from  ^^ 
side  to  the  centre,  commanded  by  Colonel  Paa- 
vurja,  supported  by  Miezatis,  the  right  win^  is 
formed  by  the  troops  of  Greneral  Eritika  and  of 
Colonel  Ulysses,  and  its  left  wing  by  those  of 
Colonels  Kondojanni  and  Skalzodini. 

A  new  fleet  is  just  gone  from  Constantinople; 
it  is  composed  of  vessels  of  difierent  sizes ;  it  has 
attempted  a  landin^^  on  the  island  of  Chioh 
but,  repulsed  with  loss  at  that  point,  it  has 
retired. 
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The  Seeretanr  of  State  and  Minister  of   For- 
eign Aflairs,  TH.  NEGRIS. 

The  Secretary  General,  V.  GALLIVA. 

CoBiNTB,  the  Bth  I20th]  AprU,  1822. 


[translation.] 

NoU  ojMf,  Luriottis,  Agent  of  the  Greeks,  ca  Madr 
Tid^tohieEkedlencffEvarietoSan  Migudo,  Secre- 
tary of  the  DeapatA  of  Stale  of  HU  Cathoiic  Ma- 
jttty. 

May  it  pleiise  yonr  Excellency : 

If  there  is  a  time  when  the  principles  ought  to 
be  reTived,  which  an  unfortunate,  but  very  cele- 
brated philosopher  of  France,  published  in  1793. 
"That  the  men  of  all  countries  are  brothers,  and 
the  different  tations  ought  mutually  to  assist  each 
ether  according  to  their  power,  as  citizens  of  the 
same  State : 

"  That  those  who  make  war  on  a  people  for  the 
purpose  of  arresting  the  progress  of  linerty,  and 
destroying  the  rights  of  man,  ought  to  be  CTery 
where  pursued,  not  as  ordinay  enemies,  but  as  as- 
sassins and  rebellious  robbers : 

^  That  tyrants,  whoever  they  may  be^  are  slaves 
reTolted  against  mankind,  the  sovereign  of  the 
earth,  and  against  nature,  the  legislator  of  the 
universe :" 

And  if  there  is  a  nation,  in  whose  favor  these 
principles  ought  to  be  applied,  it  is,  doubtless, 
Greece,  at  the  present  time.  It  is  not  intended, 
here,  to  press  the  rights  which  the  Greeks  have 
to  the  being  recognised  by  the  civilized  nations 
of  Europe,  for  the  lights  which  their  ancestors 
hare  given  them  in  liberal  sciences^  arts,  legisU- 
tioDs,  and  in  true  models  of  men,  illustrious  for 
their  love  of  country ;  and  still  less  the  most  evi- 
dent rights  which  they  will  now  have  to  shake  off 
the  Mussulman  yoke,  with  which  any  of  the  des- 
potisms, against  which  the  other  nations  of  Eu- 
rope contend,  could  not  be  compared.  It  will  be 
sufficient  only  to  remark,  that  Greece,  victorious 
and  free,  is  the  most  certain  security  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  Spanish  peninsula  : 

Because,  from  the  certain  liberty  in  Greece,  ne- 
cessarily flows  that  of  Italy,  which  is  enslaved,  if 
I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  between  the  Pen- 
insula and  the  new  Grecian  States : 

Because,  the  establishment  of  a  free  State,  raised 
in  Greece,  upon  the  ruins  of  the  legitimate  Otto- 
man power,  at  the  time  when  open  war  has  been 
declared  between  the  people  and  the  despots,  as 
between  the  principles  of  light  and  the  principles 
of  darkness,  ou^ht  to  result  in  the  annihilation  of 
this  Empire  ol  the  Crescent,  and,  consequently, 
(hat  of  its  accessaries,  Tunis,  Tripoli  and  Al- 
giers; and,  the  Greeks  being  once  masters  of  the 
£mn  Sea,  these  three  pirates  will  be  no  more 
able  to  recruit  their  bands  of  assassins  in  Albania, 
at  Smyrna,  and  at  Constantinople;  and  they  will 
there  lose  their  forces,  which  have  been  always 
restless,  and  even  now,  Spain,  and  the  increase  of 
this  moral  fire,  which  the  legitimates  call  pest, 
which  ought  to  deliver  Germany  from  despotism. 


post  in  the  career  of  liberty ;  and  because,  in  fine, 
this  will  only  be  after  the  accomplishment  of  these 
prophecies,  that  this  peninsula  will  be  left  suflici- 
entfy  tranquil  at  home  and  abroad  to  be  able  to 
reckon  upon  its  consolidation  of  its  liberty,  which 
has  cost,  and  does  every  day  cost,  it  so  many  sac- 
rifices of  every  kind. 

Spain  has  no  real  need  of  succor  from  any 
other  nation  for  maintaining  itself  a  State  free 
and  independent 

The  courage,  the  heroism  of  her  children,  are, 
in  every  respect,  a  proof:  but  the  despotism,  to 
succeed  in  its  liberticidal  projects,  does  not  al- 
ways please  to  excite,  to  irritate  this  valor.  It  is  . 
sure  of  its  triumph,  provided  that  it  should  suc- 
ceed in  keeping  alive  the  fire  of  civil  discord. 
Even  the  most  courageous  people  feel  themselves 
fatigued  of  so  trifling,  yet  continued  a  war,  and 
often,  after  the  torments  of  despotbm,  they  have 
recourse  to  this  as  to  a  guardian  angel;  preferring 
the  future,  but  little  felt  evil,  to  the  present;  and 
tranquillity,  although  cadaverous,  to  a  struggle 
which  leaves  them  no  repose — at  this  very  mo- 
ment, Spain  makes  trial  of  a  part  of  this  sad 
truth.  The  insulating,  therefore,  of  a  nation 
which  wishes  to  be  free,  is,  in  the  times  wherdn 
we  live,  the  most  impolitic  measure  which  she 
can  adopt. 

Despotism  has  formed  and  published  its  alli- 
ance ;  and  has,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression, 
hurled  a  formal  defiance  at  the  nations  that  wish 
to  maintain  or  to  recover  their  liberties.  It  in- 
sults them  all,  because  it  is  conscious  of  its  power 
to  vanquish  them,  either  by  the  force  of  hireling 
bayonets,  with  which  it  inundates  them,  or  by 
the  silent  manoBuvres  which  organize  civil  war, 
the  division  a^nd  quarrels  of  iNirttes  with  which  it 
harasses  them.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  op- 
pose to  this  alliance  of  tyrants,  that  of  the  nations 
who  have  achieved  their  liberty. 

If,  for  a  nation  to  be  free,  the  will  of  bein^  so 
were  sufficient;  if,  what  gives  the.  disposition, 
insured  equally  success ;  if,  in  fine,  the  valor  of  a 
people  were  a  sure  guarantee  of  success,  Greece 
and  the  Greeks  would  not  this  day  doubt  of  their 
triumph.  The  modern  Greeks  have  already,  in 
more  than  one  engagement  with  the  Turks,  shown 
themselves  worthy  successors  of  the  Greeks  of  Mar- 
athon, of  Thermopyls,  of  Salamis,  of  Strimon.  of 
Cnidua,  die,  but  they  want  men^  for  frightful  des- 
potism capriciously  destroyed  them,  and  of  it  popu- 
lation has  never  been  an  accompaniment.  They 
want  money,  because  it  would  have  been  the  price 
of  their  head  to  have  been  rich.    They  Want  arms, 

f>owder,  lead;  because  no  despotic  government 
eaves  these  at  the  mercy  of  slaves;  and  because 
the  struffgle  which  the  Greeks  have  so  long  main- 
tained, has  consumed  tne  provisions  which  their 
bravery  and  the  small  succors  brought  by  the  for- 
eigner had  procured  them.  Yet,  thev  still  con- 
tinue, in  more  than  one  place,  to  fight,  and  de- 
fend themselves  against  the  Turks,  with  inferior 
weapons. 

They  have  abundance  of  lands  and  national 
property :  for  three-fifths  of  the  territory  belonged 
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made  after  cutting  off  the  heads  of  opulent  Gkeeks ; 
but  these  lands,  this  property,  are  nothing  at  the 
present  moment,  when  the  Greeks  ought  to  han- 
dle the  musket  instead  of  the  plough,  when  money 
is  wanting,  and  when  the  .public  credit  is  not  yet 
establish^. 

The  Greeks  will  never  return  under  the  Otto- 
man yoke.  But.  in  continuing  a  struggle  so  un- 
equal, without  otner  support,  without  other  succor, 
they  will  all  perish.  What  is  the  use  of  liberty  in 
the  tomb?  what  the  advantages  which  Spain, 
Italy,  ai^d  Europe,  panting  after  liberty,  can  ex- 
pect from  a  triumph  over  tne  Greeks  1 

The  United  States  of  America,  after  having 
sustained,  with  equal  courage,  and  at  equal  sacri- 
fice their  cause  of  Independence,  against  a  des- 
potism much  less  dreadful,  owed  their  triumph  to 
the  protection  of  a  European  Power.  Why  should 
not  Greece  rely  upon  some  prttector  among  the 
free  States  of  that  same  part  of  the  world  to 
which  she  belongs  ?  By  what  fatalitv  is  she  per- 
secuted by  the  Government  of  England,  which 
ought  to  be  the  father  of  free  nations,  and  forgot- 
ten hy  those  Governments  which  profess  the  same 
-principles  which  she  has  just  proclaimed  ? 

The  Greeks  have  till  now  oeen  flattered  by  a 
number  of  private  associations  who  came  to  their 
aid,  but  no  Government  has  as  yet  partaken  of 
this  generous  enthusiasm ;  and  yet  the  succors,  as 
well  moral  as  physical,  which  are  necessary  for 
them,  cannot  be  afforded  them  but  by  Govern- 
ments. 

There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Corinth  has  opened  some  negotiation 
with  the  said  United  States  of  America.  May 
these  States  pay,  in  favor  of  Greece,  the  tribute  of 
recognition  which  they  owe  to  Europe  for  the 
liberty  which  they  know  so  well  how  to  enjoy. 

The  same  Government,  which  leaves  nothing 
untried  which  may  conduce  to  the  triumph  of  the 
holy  cause  which  it  directs,  cannot  forget  to  ad- 
dress itself  to  magnanimous  Spain,  to  a  nation 
which,  more  than  every  other,  shows  to  the  uni- 
verse that  she  feels  all  the  value  of  liberty  and  in- 
dependence, to  a  Government  which,  each  day, 
ought  to  be  more  persuaded  that  the  allied  despot- 
ism aims,  and  will  aim,  more  or  less,  openly,  but 
always  obstinately  enough,  at  the  consolidation  of 
its  present  system.  As  to  politics,  the  before  cited 
Wiccj^ueford  says  that  the  mfallibie  means  of  van- 
quishmg  one's  rivals  in  diplomacy,  is  to  be  frank, 
because  he  is  sure  of  not  meeting  them  in  his 
way. 

If,  then,  Spain  can  believe  it  to  be  to  her  ad- 
vantage to  recognise,  and  to  protect,  and  to  succor 
the  Government  of  Corinth,  what  measure,  what 
conduct,  has  she  to  pun^ue  towards  the  other 
Governments,  which  have  never  openly  pro- 
nounced against  the  Hellenic  revolution  ? 

The  undersiffned  is  not  authorized  to  speak 
upon  this  article.  He  is  only  commissioned,  in 
general,  to  solicit  every  species  of  succor  which 
the  Spaniards  can  send  to  the  Greeks,  either  in 
money,  or  arms,  powder,  lead,  men,  ships,  frigates, 
briffs,  d&c.,  of  war. 
•  But  he  knows  how  far,  among  the  generous 


succors,  the  article  of  a  like  moral  aid  woold  pre- 
ponderate. Interested  for  his  country,  he  cod&io 
nimself  to  the  making  the  rough  draught,  and  to 
offer  up  prayers  that  the  Spanish  G^veromeat 
would  be  pleased  to  send  some  one  to  Greece,  to 
treat  upon  this  important  subject,  and  upon  sU 
the  others  which  might  be  necessary,  and  of  grett 
utility  to  Spain. 

In  the  meantime,  upon  the  point  of  physicsl 
succor,  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  obserre 
to  your  Excellency,  that  the  question  is  not  re- 
specting a  donation,  but  only  respecting  a  loao,. 
and  that  the  responsibility  of  a  free  Govemmeot 
in  Greece  is  beyond  all  the  wants  and  those  which 
it  will  have  to  fulfil  to  arrive  at  iu  consdidi- 
tion. 

That  small  succors  are  also  useful  to  the  Greeks 
in  their  present  situation,  because  every  little 
thing  becomes  a  great  deal  to  one  who  is  pressed 
by  want. 

That  the  manner  of  carrying  them  into  Greece, 
and  securing  the  reimbursement,  is  left  to  the  will 
of  the  Spanish  Government. 

That  the  greatest  secrecy  ought  to  be  obserred 
in  all  that  Spain  wishes  to  do,  as  a  Government, 
in  favor  of  the  Greeks,  in  order  that  the  diplo- 
matic spies  may  not  try  to  perplex  it,  and  mar  Dot 
succeed  in  rendering  it  abortive. 

That,  finally,  in  the  absence  of  the  persons  to 
whom  the  undersigned  had  letters  to  deliver  beze 
at  Madrid,  on  the  part  of  Prince  Mavrocordato,  of 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Negri,  and  of  the 
Bishop  Ignatius  of  Pisa,  that  they  would  be  pies  sed 
to  support  their  requests  as  well  before  the  Gof- 
emment  as  before  the  brave  Spanish  patriots,  it 
was,  doubtless,  a  happiness  for  the  undersigned  to 
have  met  here  a  Minister  so  eminently  well  af- 
fected, and  a  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  so 
liberal  as  your  Excellency,  to  whom  be  can 
directly  address  himself  in  the  two-fold  aim  meo- 
tioned,  and  in  the  accomplishment  of  his  mis- 
sion. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  horn- 
ble  servant, 

LURIOTTIS. 

Madrid,  Notemher  21, 1822. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  fnm  Mr.  Ruth  to  Mr.  Jdcm^ 

dated 

London,  Mruarf  24, 1823. 

"  I  received,  the  day  before  yesterday,  a  paper, 
of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  aadres^sed  to  you,  bf 
Andreas  Luriottis,  an  agent  or  deputy  from  Co- 
rinth, on  behalf  of  the  cause  of  the  Greeks." 

It  will  be  perceived  that,  af^er  describing  the 
general  nature  of  the  revolution  now  going  on  in 
Greece,  the  object  of  the  paper  is  to  solicit  aid  oC 
the  United  States,  and  the  establishment  of  diplo- 
matic connexions  with  them. 

This  gentleman,  who  has  recently  arrired  in 
London,  broueht  me  a  letter  of  introduction  from 
General  Dearborn,  at  Lisbon,  and  I  received  him 
in  a  manner  due  to  the  interesting  character  wbich 
he  bears.  I  assured  him  that  the  fortaaes  of 
his  country  were  dear  to  the  people  of  the  Vni- 
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ted  States,  who,  cherishing  the  freedom  which 
tbejr  tbemseWes  inherited  and  enjoyed,  looked 
with  the  wannest  sympathy  upon  the  struggle  of 
the  Greeks  for  their  national  liberties ;  and  that 
the  GoTernment  of  the  United  States  participated 
ID  this  feeling.  Of  the  latter,  I  considered  the  late 
oeDtion  of  the  sabject  by  the  President,  in  his 
Message  to  Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
as  the  authentic  proof. 

To  the  inquiries  of  Mr.  Luriottis,  whether  my 
GoTeroment  would  open  political  or  diplomatic 
rriations  with  his,  at  the  present  day,  I  replied, 
that  this  formed  a  point  on  which  I  was  wholly 
DDioformed,  and  could  not  undertake  to  give  my 
opioioD.  That  it  in?oWed  considerations  of  ex- 
pediency, as  applicable  to  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  of  advantage,  or  otherwise,  as  applicable 
to  the  Greek  cause  itself,  that  would  be  maturely 
weighed  at  Washington,  before  any  decision  could 
be  pronounced.  All  that  I  could  say,  was,  to  re- 
iterate the  assurance  of  the  friendly  interest  that 
was  felt  amongst  us,  for  the  success  of  the  cause 
in  which  his  country  was  embarked;  and  I  ad- 
mted  to  the  part  which  my  Gk>Ternment  had 
leted,  in  relation  to  the  South  American  strug- 
gle—a  part  so  much  in  advance  of  that  of  any 
other  Government — as  a  sure  indication  that  it 
eoold  feel  no  backwardness  in  welcoming,  when 
tbe  proper  day  arrived,  the  new-born  freedom  of 
Greece,  into  the  family  of  nations.  In  the  end.  I 
ioformed  him  that  I  would  gladly  become  the 
organ  of  transmitting  to  my  Government  what- 
eTer  distinctive  overtures  or  communication  he 
might  determine  to  make  to  it — a  request  which, 
in  the  coune  of  our  conversation,  he  had  himself 
made  of  me.  These  overtures  he  has  set  forth  in 
the  paper  enclosed. 

Mr.  Luriottis  dwelt  with  confidence  upon  the 
idrances  which  his  country  has  made  in  the  ca- 
reer of  her  independence — advances  the  more 
^lid  and  encouragiiig,  as  they  have  been  won 
amidst  formidable  dimculties,  by  the  mere  unas- 
sisted efforts  of  her  own  valor  and  constancy. 
Since  the  capture  of  Napoli  de  Romania,  the 
strodgest  fortress  which  the  Turks  bad  in  the 
Morea,  he  seemed  to  consider  that  the  cause  of 
iadependence  was  placed  upon  a  sure  basis.  The 
^ks,  since  this  event,  have  removed  the  seat  of 
their  Government  from  Corinth,  where  it  was 
fixed  at  first,  to  NapolL" 

^»dfau  LwrioUis,  Emww  of  the  Proftntumal  Govern- 
ment of  Oreeoey  to  uie  Honorable  John  Q^ney 
Mme^  SeeretMry  of  StaU  to  the  UnUed  States  of 
America. 

Sib:  I  feel  no  slight  emotion,  while,  in  behalf 
of  Greece,  my  country,  struggling  for  independ- 
^ce  and  liberty,  I  address  myself  to  the  United 
Slates  of  America. 

The  independence  for  which  we  combat,  you 
MTc  achieved.  The  liberty  to  which  we  look, 
with  anxious  solicitude,  you  have  obtained,  and 
consolidated  in  peace  and  in  glory. 

Yet  Greece,  old  Greece,  the  seat  of  early  civi- 
^tion  and  freedom,  stretches  out  her  hands  im- 
ploringly to  a  land  which  sprung  into  being,  as  it 


were,  ages  after  her  own  lustre  had  been  extin- 
guished, and  ventures  to  hope  that  the  youngest 
and  most  vigorous  sons  of  liberty  will  regard  with 
no  common  sympathy  the  efforts  of  the  descend- 
ants of  the  heir  and  the  elder  born,  whose  precepts 
and  whose  examples  have  served,  though  insuf- 
ficient hitherto  for  our  complete  regeneration,  to 
regenerate  half  a  world. 

I  know,  sir,  that  the  sympathies  of  the  gener- 
ous people  of  tbe  United  States  have  been  exten- 
sively directed  towards  us;  and  since  I  have 
reached  ibis  country,  an  interview  with  their 
Minister,  Mr.  Rush,  has  served  to  convince  me 
more  strongly  how  great  their  claim  is  on  our 
gratitude  and  our  affection.  May  I  hope  that 
some  means  may  be  found  to  communicate  these 
our  feelinffs,  of  which  I  am  so  proud  to  be  the  or- 
gan ?  We  still  venture  to  rely  on  their  friend- 
ship ;  we  would  look  to  their  individual,  if  not  to 
their  national  co-operation.  £very,  the  slightest 
assistance,  under  present  circumstances,  will  aid 
the  progress  of  the  great  work  of  liberty ;  and  if, 
standing  as  we  have  stood,  alone  and  unsupported, 
with  every  thing  opposed  to  us,  and  nothing  to  en- 
courage us  but  patriotism,  enthusiasm,  and,  some- 
times, even  despMiir ;  if  thus  we  have  gone  forward 
liberating  our  provinces,  one  after  another,  and 
subduing  every  force  which  has  been  directed 
against  us,  what  may  we  not  do  with  the  assist- 
ance for  which  we  venture  to  appeal  to  the  gen- 
erous and  the  free  ? 

Precipitated  by  circumstances  into  that  struggle 
for  independence  which,  ever  since  the  domina- 
tion of  our  cruel  and  reckless  tyrants,  bad  never 
ceased  to  be  tbe  object  of  our  vows  and  prayers, 
we  have,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  freed  a  consid- 
erable part  of  Greece  from  the  ruthless  invaders. 
The  Peloponnesus,  Etolia,  Carmania,  Attica,  Pho- 
cida,  BcBotia,  and  tbe  islands  of  the  Archipelago, 
and  Candia,  are  nearly  free.  The  armies  and  the 
fleets  which  have  been  sent  against  us  have  been 
subdued  bv  the  valor  of  our  troops  and  our  marine. 
Meanwhile,  we  have  organized  a  Gbvernment 
founded  upon  popular  suffraffes,  and  you  will 
probably  have  seen  how  closely  our  organic  law 
assimilates  to  that  Constitution  under  which  your 
nation  so  happily  and  so  securely  lives. 

1  have  been  sent  hither  by  tbe  Government  of 
Gfeece  to  obtain  assistance  in  our  determined  en- 
terprise, on  which  we,  like  you,  have  staked  our 
lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor ;  and  I 
believe  mv  journey  has  not  been  wholly  without 
success.  I  should  have  been  wanting  to  my  duty 
had  I  not  addressed  you,  supplicating  the  earliest 
display  of  your  amicable  purposes;  entreating 
tbat  diplomatic  relations  may  be  established  be- 
tween us;  communicating  the  most  earnest  de- 
sire of  my  Government  that  we  may  be  allowed 
to  call  you  allies  as  well  as  friends ;  and  stating 
that  we  shall  rejoice  to  enter  upon  discussions 
which  may  lead  to  immediate  and  advantageous 
treaties,  and  to  receive  as  to  expedite  diplomatic 
agents  without  delay.  Both  at  Madrid  and  at 
Lisbon  I  have  been  received  with  great  kindness 
by  the  American  representative,  and  am  pleased 
to  record  the  expression  of  my  gratitude. 
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Though,  fortunatelf,  you  are  so  far  removed,  | 
and  raised  so  much  above  the  narrow  politics  of 
Europe  as  to  be  little  influenced  by  its  vicistsi- 
tudes ;  I  venture  to  believe  that  Mr.  Rush  will 
explain  to  you  the  changes  that  have  taken  place, 
and  are  still  in  action  around  us  in  our  favor ;  and 
I  conclude,  rejoicing  in  the  hope  that  North  Amer- 
ica and  Greece  may  be  united  m  the  bonds  of  long- 
enduring  and  unbroken  concord,  and  have  the 
honor  to  be. 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect,  d^c, 

AND.  LURIOTTIS. 

London,  Fdruary  20,  1823. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Rush, 

Departmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  August  18, 1823. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith, 
an  answer  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  I^riottis,  the 
agent  of  the  Greeks,  addressed  to  me,  and  a  copy 
of  which  was  transmitted  with  your  despatch, 
No.  295. 

If,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  Mr.  Luriottis 
should  still  be  in  London,  it  will  be  desirable  that 
you  should  deliver  it  to  him  in  person,  accompa- 
nied with  such  remarks  and  explanations  as  may 
satisfy  him,  and  those  whom  he  represents,  that, 
in  declining  the  proposal  of  giving  active  aid  to 
the  cause  of  Grecian  emancipation,  the  Execu- 
tive Government  of  the  United  States  has  been 
governed,  not  by  its  inclinations,  or  a  sentiment 
of  indifference  to  the  cause,  but,  by  its  constitu- 
tional duties,  clear  and  unequivocal. 

The  United  States  could  ^ive  assistance  to  the 
Greeks  only  by  the  application  of  some  portion 
of  their  public  force  or  of  their  public  revenue  in 
their  favor,  and  it  would  constitute  them  in  a  state 
of  war  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  perhaps  with 
ail  the  Barbary  Powers.  To  make  this  disposal 
either  of  force  or  of  treasure,  you  are  aware,  is, 
by  our  Constitution,  not  within  the  competency 
of  the  Executive.  -It  could  be  determined  only 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  which  would  assuredly 
not  be  adopted,  should  it  even  be  recommended 
by  the  Executive. 

The  policy  of  the  United  States  with  reference 
to  foreign  nations  has  always  been  founded  upon 
the  moral  principle  of  natural  itkW'^peace  with 
both  belligerents.  From  whatever  cause  war  be- 
tween other  nations,  whether  foreign  or  domestic, 
has  arisen,  the  unvaryinff  law  of  the  United  States 
has  been  peace  with  both  belligerents.  From  the 
first  war  of  the  French  revolution  to  the  recent 
invasion  of  Spain,  there  has  been  a  succession  of 
wars,  national  and  civil,  in  almost  every  one  of 
which  one  of  the  parties  was  contending  for  lib- 
erty or  independence.  To  the  first  revolutionary 
war,  a  strong  impulse  of  feeling  urged  the  people 
of  the  United  States  to  take  side  with  the  party 
wbich,  at  its  commencement,  was  contendinff,  ap- 
parentljr,  at  least,  for  both.  Had  the  policy  of 
the  United  States  not  been  essentially  pacific,  a 
stronger  case  to  claim  their  interference  could 
scarcely  have  been  presented.  They  nevertheless 
declared  themselves  neutral,  and  the  principle 


then  deliberately  settled  has  been  invariablf  ad- 
hered to  ever  since. 

With  regard  to  the  recognition  of  sofereigB 
States,  and  the  establishment  with  them  of  a  di- 
plomatic intercourse,  the  experience  of  the  laa 
thirty  years  has  served  also  to  ascertain  the  limiu 
proper  for  the  application  of  principles,  in  whieli 
every  nation  must  exercise  some  latitude  of  dis- 
cretion. Precluded,  by  their  neutral  positioa,  froa 
interfering  in  the  question  of  right,  the  Uoited 
States  have  recognised  the  fact  of  forei^  tor^ 
reignty^  only  when  it  was  undisputed,  or  disputed 
without  any  rational  prospect  oi  success,  la  tbis 
manner,  the  successive  changes  of  Governmeatu 
many  of  the  European  States,  and  the  revolo* 
tionary  Governments  of  South  America,  haie 
been  acknowledged.  The  condition  of  the  Greeb 
is  not  yet  such  as  will  admit  of  the  recognitioi 
upon  these  principles. 

Yet,  as  we  cherish  the  most  friendly  feeliogs 
towards  them,  and  are  sincerely  disposed  to  reader 
them  any  service,  which  may  be  compatible  vitk 
our  neutrality^  it  will  give  us  pleasure  to  Ian. 
from  time  to  time,  the  actual  stale  of  their  caose, 
political  and  military.  Should  Mr.  Luriotiis  be 
enabled  and  disposed  to  furnish  this  informauci, 
it  may'  always  be  communicated  through  tm, 
and  will  be  received  with  satisfaction  here.  The 
public  accounts  from  that  quarter  have  beeo^  of 
late,  very  fcanty,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  obtaia 
any  authentic  particulars  which  may  come  to 
your  knowledge,  from  this,  or  through  aof  oiba 
channel. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  ^c, 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

RicBARO  RcsH,  Envoy,  ^.,  cU  Lomdim. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  LuriaUis, 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  AugMt  18, 1821 

Sib  :  A  copy  of  the  letter  which  you  did  roe  tbe 
honor  of  addressing  to  me,  on  the  20ih  of  Febroary 
last,  has  been  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Minister 
of  the  United  States  at  London,  and  has  received 
the  deliberate  consideration  oi  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

The  sentiments  with  which  he  has  wixntasei 
the  struggle  of  your  countrymen  for  their  natiooal 
emancipati9Q  and  independence,  had  been  made 
manifest  to  the  world  in  the  public  Message  to  the 
Congressof  the  United  States.  They  arecordtaiij 
felt  by  the  people  of  this  Union ;  who,  sympa- 
thizing with  the  cause  of  freedom  and  iodepea; 
dence,  wherever  its  standard  is  unfurled,  behold 
with  peculiar  interest  the  display  of  Greciao  eperfT 
in  deteneeof  Grecian  liberties,  and  the  associaiiofi 
of  heroic  exertions,  at  the  present  time,  with  the 

Sroudest  glories  of  former  ages,  in  the  land  of 
l^minondas  and  of  Phiiopoemon. 
cut,  while  cheering  with  their  best  wishes  tbe 
cause  of  the  Greeks,  the  United  States  are  forbid- 
den, by  the  duties  of  their  situation,  from  ttkiiif 
part  in  the  war,  to  which  their  relation  is  that  of 
neutrality.  At  peace  themselves  with  all  tlte 
world,  their  established  policy,  and  the  obiigatioss 
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of  the  laws  of  oatioofi,  preclude  them  from  be- 
comiog  Toiuntary  auxiliaries  to  a  cause  which 
would  involf e  them  in  war. 

If,  io  the  progress  of  events,  the  Greeks  should 
be  enabled  to  establish  and  orffanize  themselves 
u  an  independent  nation,  the  United  States  will 
be  among  the  first  to  welcome  them,  in  that  capa- 
city, into  the  general  family ;  to  establish  diplo- 
matic and  commercial  relations  with  them,  suited 
to  the  mutual  interests  of  the  two  countries,  and 
to  recognise,  with  special  satisfaction,  their  con- 
stituted state  io  the  character  of  a  sister  Republic. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Andreas  Luriottis, 

Enwy  of  the  ProvisUmai  GavemmetU 
of  the  Greeks^  London. 


Estrado/a  Utter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Mar 
seiUee,  Auffuat  6,  1823. 

^  I  have  endearor^d  to  obtain  accurate  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  actual  state  of  the  strugsle 
between  the  Greeks  and  the  Ottomans.  The^l- 
lowisff  particulars^  I  think,  may  be  relied  on. 
The  Porte  is  making  great  preparations  by  land 
to  bring  the  war  to  a  snccesstul  conclusion.  The 
Turkish  fleet  has  succeeded  in  provisioning,  for  a 
year,  the  garrisons  of  Carysto,  in  Negropont, 
Canee,  the  capital  of  Candia,  (or  Crete,)  and  also 
Coron^  Modon,  PatraSy  and  Corinth,  in  the  Morea. 
The  two  last  places  have  been  repeatedly  and  in- 
correctly represented,  in  the  American  newspapers, 
as  having  long  since  surrendered.  The  Porte  has 
offered  the  Greeks,  through  the  mediation  of 
Lord  Straneford,  to  place  toe  Morea  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  provinces  of  Wallachia  and  Mol- 
daria ;  i.  e.  to  place  it  under  the  sovernment  of  a 
Greek  Prince,  who  should  have  the  entire  admin- 
ittraiion  of  the  aflairs  of  the  province,  and  who 
should  annually  pay  a  certain  portion  of  its  rev- 
efioes  into  the  treasury  of  the  Porte.  The  Brit- 
ish Ambassador,  in  order  to  induce  the  Gkeeks  to 
accept  these  terms,  has  dispersed  among  them  a 
declaration,  that  they  are  not  to  expect  aid  from 
3iny  of  the  European  Sovereigns.  On  the  other 
band,  the  Greeks  do  not  seem  as  yet  disposed  to 
peace,  bat  are  making  preparations  to  resist,  as  they 
may,  the  forces  which  are  approaching  them  on 
all  sides.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  by  the 
last  advices." 


Extract  of  a  Utter  to  (he  Secretary  of  State,  doled 

^'Marseilles,  Aug.  27, 1823. 

'^  There  is  no  certain  intelligence  from  Greece 
later  than  that  contained  in  a  letter  I  had  the 
bonor  to  forward  to  you  a  fortnight  since.  The 
Turkish  Admiral  was,  fifteen  days  ago,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Patras,  where  he  had  landed  five 
thousand  men.  The  Smyrna  Gazette  reports, 
that  the  main  Turkish  army,  60,000  strong,  had 
obtained,  after  some  hard  fighting,  possession  of 
^e  defiles  of  Thermopylse,  but  this  as  yet  is  not 
confirmed." 


[Translation.] 

Statistical  Table  of  Greece,  accordinff  to  theioork 
of  Mr.  PouacTEviLLE.  Oriffinal  received  flrom 
Mr.  MiddUton,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minie- 
ter  PUnipotentiary  of  the  United  Statee  at  St.  Pe- 
tersburg. 

£N.  B.  *  This  mark  indicates  the  cities  and  prov-, 
incee  freed  since  1821,  and  at  present  in  submissiun 
to  the  National  Congress  of  Corinth. 

t  Indicates  the  countries  in  insurrection. 

j;  Indicates  the  cities  and  forts  besieged  by  the 
Turks.] 

Greece  majr  be  apportioned  into  three  grand  di- 
visions— continental  Greece,!  the  isthmus  of  Pe- 
loponnesus,* and  the  islands. 

Ccmiinental  Greece — It  contains  seven  provinces, 
which  are — £pirus,t  Macedonia,!  Thessaly,t 
Acarnania,*  Etolia,*  Locris,*  Phocis,"^  compre- 
hending Livadia.t 

Kpirusf  has  an  extent  of  1,100  square  leagues 
of  2,500  toises.  The  population  is  estimated  at 
373,000  souls.  Its  principal  cities  are  Janina,  Za- 
gori,  Conitza,  Pr6mithy,  Cleissoura,  Condessi, 
Canina,  Tebelen,  Aulone,  (a  port,)  B6rat,  (a  for- 
tress,) Elbassan,  Durazzo,  (a  fort,)  Argyro  Cas* 


brt,)  Souli.  ^a  fort,)*  Arta,  (a  fort  and  seaport,) 
Calarites,*  Metzowo,*  Syraco,  dbc. 

The  rivers  which  pass  through  Epirus  in  dif- 
ferent ways,  are  the  Voioussa  or  Aoi;(s,  the  Gala- 
mas  or  Thyamis,  the  Glykjrs  or  Acheron* 

The  country  generally  is  mountainous,  inter- 
sected with  laree  valleys  \  its  aspect  is  various, 
and  may  be  said  to  present  an  abridgment  of  all 
the  climates ;  it  abounds  in  cattle,  and  in  rich 
pastures.  The  articles  of  exportation  consist  of 
grain,  of  sheep  and  goats,  of  building  timber,  cot- 
ton, wool,  pitch,'  wax,  tobacco ;  and  some  moun- 
tains of  Epirus  contain  mines,  which  the  Govern- 
ment neglect  to  explore,  and  which  the  Christian 
inhabitants  dare  not  discover^  fearful  of  being 
themselves  buried  in  these  mines,  to  gratify  the 
cupidity  of  their  masters. 

The  principal  seaports  of  Epirus  are — L'Arta, 
Aulone,  Prevesa,  Vonitza,  Port  Palarme,  Porto 
Raguzeo,  Gomenitza,  Durazzo.  The  value  of 
wares  and  foreign  productions  imported  by  these 
ports  was,  in  the  year  1812,  6,590,902  piastres  \ 
the  exportation,  during  the  same  y[ear,  was  7,804,- 
063  piastres.  The  Epirotes  are,  in  general,  war- 
like, and  of  a  robust  constitution,  impatient  of 
the  yoke,  and  proud^  in  spite  of  the  dependence 
in  which  they  live;  sbepnerds  rather  than  agri- 
culturists, they  almost  all  carry  arms,  and  prefer 
to  inhabit  the  mountains,  and  the  situations  most 
difficult  of  access.  Divided  into  colonies,  and 
long  governed  by  the  feudal  administration  of  the 
Beys,  they  have  seen,  too  late,  all  these  partial 
'tyrannies  united  into  one  only,  and  the  most  mon- 
strous of  all,  that  of  Ali  Pacha  of  Jannina.  In 
the  midst  of  the  chaos  of  the  administration  of 
this  Vizier,  it  may  be  calculated  that  Epirus  paid 
annually  to  the  Grand  Seignor  a  tribute  of  two 
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miilioDs  of  piastres,  and  that  Ali  received  for  Jiim- 
self  ten  other  millions,  without  including  the  reve- 
nues of  his  sons,  the  advances  and  spoliations  of 
every  kind  to  which  this  province  was  exposed. 

Macedonia,t  divided  into  Ulyrian  and  Cisaz- 
ian,  has  an  extent  of  1,692  square  leagues.  Its 
population  may  approximate  to  436,000  inhabit- 
ants. .Its  most  remarkable  cities  and  towns  are — 
Bitolia  or  Monastir,  Prilip^,  Cojani,  DeUendos, 
Flourina,  Cailarjr,  Castoria,  Greveno,  Lepsini, 
Bicblistas,  Croupitcba,  Piassa^  Gheortelia,  Sta- 
ria,  Prespa,  Critchowa,  Ochrida,  Chiatista,  Ve> 
riaJ^  or  Karaveria,  Jenidjft,  Salonica. 

The  rivers  which  water  Macedonia  are  the 
Yardar  or  Axius,  and  the  Bichlista  or  Halisemon. 
This  province  abounds  in  small  cattle,  corn,  wines, 
cotton,  and  tobacco. 

The  Macedonians  are  affriculturists  and  mer- 
chants. The  merchants  of  Bitolia,  of  Castoria, 
of  Chatista,  and  of  Salonica,  have  frequent  cor- 
respondence with  the  commercial  places  of  Eu- 
rope ;  they  send  caravans  to  Bosnia  and  Hungary. 
The  Macedonians,  as  well  as  the  other  nations  of 
Greece,  partake  of  their  Hellenic  origin ;  they  are 
brave  and  considerate.  Numerous  Bulgarian  and 
Albanian  colonies  are  established  in  this  province, 
actually  divided  into  cantons,  and  subject  to  the 
destructive  administration  of  the  Pachas  of  Ro- 
melta  and  their  subordinates. 

Thessalyt  contains,  within  an  extent  of  516 
square  league<i,  275,000  inhabitants;  there  are 
reckoned  962  villages,  and  the  following  cities : 
Tricala,  (the  chief  place,  and  residence  of  a  Pa- 
cha,) Ktinoro,  Stagous,  Pharsalia,  Larissa,  Alas- 
son,  Rapchana,  Tournovo,  Platamon,  (a  fort,) 
Caterin,  Agia,  Velestina,  Dechani,  Volo,  fa  port,) 
Armyros,  Thauraaco.  Thessaly,  watered  by  the 
Peneus,  and  by  several  other  rivers,  tributaries  of 
that  river,  is  one  of  the  most  fertile  countries  of 
European  Turkey :  it  produces  corn,  silk,  cotton, 
tobacco,  and,  until  the  year  1810,  the  manufacto- 
ries of  Tournovo,  of  Ambelakia,  and  of  Agia,  sent 
abroad  dyed  cottons^  stuffs,  and  woollens,  to  the 
amount  of  several  millions  j  the  Greek  merchants 
of  these  cities  had  factories  in  Germany.  The  sea- 
port of  Volo,  situated  on  the  gulf  of  the  same  name, 
iavored  the  exportation  of  the  grain  which  the 
sailors  of  Idra,  and  of  other  islands,  came  there 
to  load.  The  natives  of  Thessaly  vary  in  their 
character,  and  their  occupations,  according  to  the 
places  which  they  inhabit ;  industrious  and  sub- 
missive in  the  cities,  laborious  and  peaceful  hus- 
bandmen in  the  country,  intrepid  sailors  in  the 
cantons  situated  near  the  sea,  tfiey  are  bold  and 
independent  in  the  mountainous  regions.  Numer- 
ous bands  of  these  mountaineers  go  from  Olym- 
gus,  from  Ossa,  and  from  Mount  Pelion,  and 
aving  at  their  heads  enterprising  chiefs,  some- 
times contend  with  the  forces  of  the  Pacha  of  Bpi- 
rus,  and  of  Romelia ;  They  have  even  possessed 
themselves  of  several  cities  of  Thessaly,  and  de- 
fended them  for  years.  Worn  out  with  efforts, 
disappointed  in  their  hopes,  and  deprived  of  their 
brave  chiefs,  thev  retired  to  their  mountains, 
where  they  still  form  a  population  warlike  and 
independent. 


Acarnania*  has  an  extent  of  92  square  Ieigii» 
and  8,635  inhabitants;  the  remains  of  a  popola- 
tion  formerly  flourishing.  There  are  still  reckoo- 
ed  there  sixteen  cities  and  villages,  the  most  re- 
markable of  which  are,  Vonitza,  Catooa,  Diafo- 
mestre,  and  Catochi,  (a  seaport.)  This  proTiDcCj 
which  made  a  part  of  the  Gk^vemnient  of  Ah 
Pacha,  and  which  has  ondergone  all  the  tonnesu 
of  his  administration,  presents  only  rains  aad  9oU 
itude.  It,  nevertheless,  carries  on  a  feeble  cooh 
merce  with  the  Ionian  Islands  and  the  Amiirtcisii 
or  Artan  Gulf;  its  inhabitants  keep  ap  the  fishe- 
ries in  the  same  ^ulf,  as  well  as  on  ihe  nameroas 
lakes  in  the  interior  of  the  country. 

In  this  province,  as  in  all  the  continefit  of 
Greece,  there  are  found,  in  the  declivities  of  moun- 
tains, hamlets  and  villages  inhabited  by  men,  who, 
flying  from  oppression,  and  striving  to  insulite 
themselves  wherever  they  find  a  savage  nature. 
Masters  of  the  defiles  which  form  the  passage 
between  Epiros  and  the  southern  prorinces  of 
Greece,  the  mountaineers  of  Acamania  can  inter- 
rupt the  communication  between  these  two  pror- 
inces, and  oppose,  with  success,  the  movemeits 
of  an  army  wnich  might  try  to  advance  from  this 
side  towards  Etolia  and  the  Morea.  Some  cm- 
tons  of  this  province  are,  at  this  day,  entirely  on- 
cultivated  and  depeopled ;  others  are  covered  with 
forests  and  barren  grounds,  which  only  wut 
strength  to  be  converted  into  productive  lands. 

Etolia,*  separated  from  Acarnania  by  the  river 
Aspropotamosor  Achelous,  contains,  in  its  present 
subdivisions,  four  cantons,  and  83,455  inbabitaots, 
distributed  amon|^  236  towns  and  viUages,  the 
principal  of  which  are:  Vrachori,  Carpeoitze 
Agrapha,  Missolonghi,  (a  port,)  Lepante^  or  Na»- 
pacte,  (a  fort,  and  residence  of  a  Pacha.)  This 
province  produces  grain,  rice,  oil,  silk,  and  wioe. 
These  productions,  added  to  the  revenue  of  the 
fisheries  and  customs,  give  an  annual  produce  of 
3,293,700  piastres. 

The  cantons  of  Etolia,  annexed,  according  to 
the  register  of  the  Ottoman  Government  to  the 
Pachalik  of  Negropont,  had  been  successireiy 
seized  upon  by  Ali  racha,  who  intrusted  the  ad- 
ministration of  them  to  his  lieutenants.  The 
pure  blood  of  the  ancient  Etolians.  their  careless- 
ness, their  contempt  of  death,  is  still  found  among 
the  colonies  of  Agrapha  and  of  Carpeniae.  Aai- 
mated  with  the  energy  which  the  vital  air  of  the 
mountains  of  these  cantons  gives  them,  they  are 
always  induced  to  repel  the  attacks  of  the  tyran- 
ny. In  this  part  of  Ktolia,  the  league  of  the  sr- 
nuUolu  was  formed.  These  bands,  reinforced  bf 
all  the  discontented  of  Greece,  have  sometimes 
opposed  force  to  force,  fanaticism  to  faotticisui, 
and  have  caused  the  satraps  of  Thessaly  and  Epi- 
rus  to  make  satisfaction  for  the  unjust  enterprises 
formed  agamst  their  liberty. 

The  country  comprehending  Locris,*  Phocis,* 
Livadia,t  and  Attica,  contains,  by  an  approxima- 
ting calculation,  450  square  leagues,  and  a  popu- 
lation of  about  140,000  souls.  Salone,  Thehe^ 
Livadia,  and  Athens,^  are  the  princijpaJ  dues  of 
this  country ;  the  face  and  resources  ot  which  ar^ 
with  some  variations,  nearly  the  same  as  in  tiie 
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eoootries  which  have  been  jast  above  delineated 
JD  the  table.  It  may  be  affirmed,  that,  in  all  these 
prorinees,  forming  continental  Qreece,  the  num- 
ber of  Christian  inhabitants  is,  to  that  of  Mahom- 
ettos,  in  the  proportion  of  five  to  one;  which 
woald  give  to  all  this  region  a  toul  of  1,316,080 
iohabitknts,  of  which  there  are  more  than  a  mil- 
Jioo  of  Christians,  dispersed  over  an  extent  of 
eoantry  which  could  abundantly  contain  and  sup- 
port upwards  of  thrice  that  population. 

Peloponnesus. 

Peloponnesus,*  or  the  Morea,  has  a  surface  of 
840  square  leagues.  Its  population  is  240,000 
Christian  inhabitants,  distributed  in  1,421  villages, 
towQi,  and  cities,  the  principal  of  which  are : 
Coriotb,  (a  fort,)  Argos,  Naupli,  (a  fort  and  port,)| 
St.  Pierre,  Mistra.  or  Sparta,  Monembossie,  (a 
fort,)  Calamate,  Androussa,  Coron,  (a  fort  and 
road  for  shipping,}|  Mod  on,  fa  fort  and  road,)| 
Nararin,  (a  fort  and  port,)  Arcadia,  Grastonni, 
Lala,  Patras,  (a  fort  and  port,)t  Yostitza,  Cala- 
Trjta,  Tripoiitza,  (a  fort,)  Carit^ne,  Leondari. 

Its  rivers  are  the  Rona  or  the  Alpheus,  the 
Vossili-Potamos,  or  the  Eurotas,  and  several  oth- 
ers of  a  shorter  course.  The  mountains  of  Arca- 
dia, those  of  Lata  or  the  ancient  Pholoe,  Mount 
Oleoos,  and  the  Taygete,  connect  the  country  in 
(liferent  ways.  Notwithstanding  the  catastrophes 
vbicb  the  Peloponnesus  has  experienced,  and 
notwithstanding  the  ruinous  administration  of  the 
Pacbas,  this  province  still  preserves  immense  re- 
iOQrces,  owing  to  its  fertility  as  well  as  to  its  top- 
ographical situation.  Its  agricultural  productions 
tre  numerous  and  various :  and,  according  to  a 
calealation  made  upon  the  places,  the  different  can- 
toosof  the  Peloponnesus  produce,  one  year  with 
iDotber,  820,000  kilos,  of  corn,  (wheat,)  which 
fetches  6,560,000  piastres,  reckoning  the  kilo,  at 
eight  piastres,  the  seiliog  price  upon  the  places ; 
1,169,000  kilos,  of  maize,  barley,  and  dry  vegeta- 
^fS)  making  7,402,000  piastres,  according  to  the 
ordinary  sale  price ;  53,000  barrels  of  oil,  making 
2,790,200  piastres,  reckoning  the  barrel  at  from 
^  to  45  piastres ;  227,550  pounds  of  silk,  making 
^38,500  piastres }  278,000  quintals  of  cotton  and 
nw  wool,  making  1,388,800  piastres.  The  other 
KTenaes  of  agriculture  and  of  industry — such  as 
^ioe,  cheese,  butter,  cattle,  currants,  honey,  cotton 
Ibread,  and  stuffs  of  wool — produce  annually  in 
^b  the  i»Qm  of  8,818,500  piastres,  which  gives  a 
total  of  30,698,000.  The  different  imposts  and 
ground  rents  of  the  Province  amounted,  in  the  year 
1814,  to  12,816,241  piastres,  which  left  in  favor  of 
^e  managers  a  difference  of  17,881,759  piastres. 
W^ith  this  excess,  of  which  the  seventeenth  went 
iQto  the  treasuries  of  the  Beys,  the  Agas,  and  the 
great  proprietors,  the  inhabitants  pay  their  indi- 
vidaal  expenses,  and  the  cantons  buy  in  the  mar- 
sets  of  the  province  the  provisions  of  the  first 
necessity  which  they  do  not  grow,  and  the  articles 
coming  from  abroad. 

In  the  above  extract  of  revenues  and  of  ground 
KQts  of  the  Peninsula,  the  country  of  Magna*  or 
iQcient  Laeonia,  is  not  included.  This  canton, 
I»iced  upon  the  declivities  of  Mount  Taygete,  from 


the  city  of  Calamata  to  Cape  Matapan,  is  divided 
into  twelve  captaincies,  and  forms  a  particular 
species  of  government,  subject  to  the  authority  of  a 
native  Bey  or  Prince,  held  of  the  Grand  Admiral 
of  the  Porte,  The  Magnates  (poor,  and  naturally 
ferocious)  know  no  other  business  than  that  of 
arms  and  piracy.  In  1813,  there  were  reckoned 
10,000  men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  in  a  popula- 
tion of  30,000  inhabitants,  (Christians  and  abo- 
rigines,) who  depended  only  nominally  on  the 
Ottoman  Porte. 

Islands  of  Greece.(1) 

The  islands  of  Greece,  according  to  their  geo- 
graphical order,  from  south  to  north,  and  uom 
— — ,  are : 

Candiat  or  Crete.  It  is  sixty  leagues  long,  atid 
twenty  broad.  The  ports  are,  the  city  of  Candia,t 
Rethymo,*  Canca,^  Kissamos.  lu  population  is 
two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  inhabitants. 

Milo*  or  Melos,' twelve  leagues  in  circuit,  and 
seven  thousand  inhabitants. 

Santorin,*  nine  leagues  in  circuit;  twelve  thou-, 
sand  inhabitants. 

Siphanto  or  Syphnos,*  nine  leagues  long,  and 
two  broad  J-  seven  thousand  inhabitants. 

Nio  or  los,*  twelve  leaguds  in  circuit ;  two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  inlutbitants.  It  has  a  good 
harbor. 

Amargos,*  twelve  leagues  in  circuit ;  six  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  and  a  good  harbor. 

Paros,*  four  leagues  long,  and  three  broad  i  two 
thousand  inhabitants. 

Naxos,*  thirty  leagues  in  circuit ;  ten  thousand 
inhabitants. 

Serpho,*  four  leagues  long,  and  two  broad,  with 
a  good  harbor,  and  two  thousand  inhabitants. 

Thermia  or  Cy  thnos*  five  leagues  long,  and  two 
broad,  with  a  good  harbor,  and  four  thousand' 
inhabitants. 

Engia  or  Egyne,*  near  the  Morea,  five  leagues 
long,  and  three  broad;  five  thousand  inhabitants. 

Coloury  or  Salamine,"*  twenty  leagues  in  circuity 
with  a  good  harbor,  and  eight  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. 

Zea  or  Ceos,*  six  leagues  long,  and  thr^  broad ; 
six  thousand  inhabitants. 

Syra  or  Svros,^  fifteen  leagues  in  circuit,  with 
a  harbor,  ana  five  thousand  inhabitants. 

Dili  or  Delos,*  not  inhabited. 

Myconi,*  twelve  leagues  in  circuit,  with  a  good 
harbor,  and  four  thousand  inhabitants. 

Tine  or  Tenos.*  seven  leagues  long,  and  three 
broad,  and  nine  thousand  inhabitants. 

Andros,*  thirty  leagues  in  circuit ;  a  harbor,  and 
twelve  thousand  inhabitants. 

Negropont  or  Eubea,t  four  leagues  long,  and  ten 
broad ;  twenty-five  thousand  inhabitants. 

Skiros,  six  leagues  long,  and  three  broad ;  six 
thousand  inhabitants. 

Scopelos,  eight  lea^^ues  long,  and  four  broad; 
seven  thousand  inhabitants. 

Thassos,  thirty  leagues  in  circuit,  with  a  good 
harbor,  and  eight  thousand  inhabitants. 

(1)  Yid.  Abridgment  of  Geography,  by  TAnglois^ 
T.  2,  pp.  34,  320. 
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Samandraky  or  Samothrace.  eight  leagues  in 
circuit,  and  two  thousand  iDhabitantsl 

Imbros,  ten  leagues  in  circuit,  with  a  fortified 
harbor,  and  three  thousand  inhabitants. 

Stall mene  or  Lemnos^*  ten  leagues  long,  and 
eight  broad,  with  a  fortified  harbor,  and  twenty 
thousand  inhabitants. 

Tenedos,  fifteen  leagues  in  circuit,  with  a  forti- 
fied harbor,  and  five  thousand  inhabitants. 

Mitylene  or  Lesbos,  twenty  leagues  long  and 
fifteen  broad,  with  a  fortified  harbor  and  eignteen 
thousand  inhabitants. 

Chio,t  fifteen  leagues  in  circuit,  [long]  and  five 
broad,  with  a  large  and  good  harbor,  and  sixty 
thousand  inhabitants. 

Samos,*  twelve  leagues  long  and  six  broad,  with 
two  harbors,  and  twelve  thousand  inhabitants. 

Nicari,  or  Icaria,"^  eight  leagues  long  and  three 
broad;  two  thousand  inhabitants. 

Patmos*  few  inhabitants. 

Leros,*  with  a  large  harbor  and  few  inhabitants. 

Calimne,  or  Claros,*  six  leagues  in  circuit,  with 
a  good  harbor,  and  three  thousand  inhabitants. 

Stanco,  or  Cos,^  ten  leagues  long  and  four 
broad,  with  a  fortified  harbor,  and  five  thousand 
inhabitants.  * 

-  Stiropalie,  or  Astipaloe,*  seven  leaffues  long 
and  three  broad,  with  a  good  harbor  and  six  thou- 
sand inhabitants. 

Carpathos,*  twelve  leagues  in  circuit,  with  a 
harbor  and  four  thousand  inhabitants. 
'  Rhodes,  twenty-five  leagues  long  and  twentj 
broad;  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. The  city  of  Rhodes  is  fortified ;  it  has  a 
large  and  good  harbor. 

Cyprus,  one  hundred  and  thirty  leagues  long 
and  sixty  at  its  greatest  breadth.  Its  population 
IS  eighty-three  thousand.  The  cities  are,  Nicosia, 
Cerina,  (a  large  harbor,)  Paphos,  Limassai,  Fa- 
magouste  and  Lamaca. 

The  islands  of  Idra,"^  Spetzia,*  and  Ipsara,*  very 
important  for  their  marine,  reckon  a  population 
0^  fifty-eight  thousand  souls,  or  thereby. 
'  The  sum  total  of  the  population  of  the  islands 
of  Greece,  may  be  estimated  at  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  inhabitants,  among  which  are  in- 
cluded about  one  hundred  and  sixtv  thousand  Ma- 
hometans, and  seven  hundred  ana  seventy  thou- 
sand Christians.  Add  two  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  for  the  Morea,  and  one  million  for  con- 
tinental Greece,  and  there  is  two  million  and  forty 
thousand  for  the  Greek  population  of  these  coun- 
tries. The  Greek  inhabitants  of  Thrace,  of  Bulga- 
ria, of  Constantinople,  of  Smyrna,  and  of  all  Asia 
Minor,  are  not  included  in  this  number. 

According  to  a  detailed  table,  digested  in  the 
year  1813,  the  Greek  marine  of  the  islands  and  of 
difierent  ports  of  Greece,  amounted  to  six  hundred 
and  fifteen  merchant  vessels,  five  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  cannons,  and  seventeen 
thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-six  sailors ;  of 
which,  two  hundred  and  forty  vessels,  four  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  twenty  cannons,  and  nine 
thousand  nine  hundred  sailors,  belong  to  the  three 
islands  alone,  of  Idra,  Spetzia,  and  Ipsara. — (  VHe 
PauquevUUf  T.  5.  pa^  68.) 


FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Feb.  6,  IBM.] 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatifes  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  agreeaUf  to 
a  resolution  of  that  House  of  the  11th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  with  the  papers  which  accompanied  tbt 
report. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wasbinoton,  fa,  2, 1824. 


Depabtmbnt  of  State, 

Weuhinfftai^  Fib.  2, 1824. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  re 
ferred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represeota- 
tives,  of  the  11th  of  December  last,  "reqaetiBf 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  commos;- 
cate  to  that  House  copies  of  such  parts  of  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  late  Minister  of  the  United 
States  at  the  Court  of  France,  with  the  Frtad 
Government,  and  such  parts  of  the  correspood- 
ence  of  ifaid  Minister  witli  the  Secretary  of  State, 
relative  to  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
for  spoliations  upon  our  lawful  commerce,  as.  m 
his  opinion,  may  not  be  inconsistent  with  titi 
public  interest ;"  has  the  honor  of  snbmittiog  to 
the  President  the  papers  required  by  that  resold- 
tion. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS 


Extracts  from  the  general  instructlo/ns  of  Mr.  3ibtne. 
Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  GeUlatin^  Envoy  Extrasf- 
dinary^  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  oftke  Uniid 
States  to  Fhtnoe^  dated 

Department  op  Statg, 

WaMngUm,  April  15, 181& 

''It  has,  at  all  times,  since  our  Revolution, beea 
the  sincere  desire  of  this  Government  to  cuhi^ate 
a  good  intelligence  with  France.  The  chtoges 
which  have  taken  place  in  her  Government  litre 
never  produced  any  change  in  thisdispositioo.  The 
United  States  have  looiced  to  the  French  natioo, 
and  to  the*  existing  Government,  as  its  proper  or- 
gan, deeming  it  unjustifiable  to  interfere  with  iti 
interior  concerns.  The  existing  Government  haf^ 
in  consequence,  been  invariably  recognised  ber«. 
as  soon  as  known.  Should  you  find,  that  oc- 
founded  prejudices  are  entertained  on  thissabj«t 
which  a  frank  explanation  may  remove,  you  art 
authorized  to  make  it. 

"  Cherishing  these  sentiments  towards  t^ 
French  nation,  under  all  the  Governments  wbidi 
have  existed  there,  it  has  not  been  less  a  cause  of 
surprise,  than  of  regret,  that  a  corresponding  dU- 
position  has  not,  at  all  times,  been  reciprocate 
oy  the  French  Government  towards  the  Uniteti 
States.  The  history  of  the  last  ten  years  is  replete 
with  wrongs,  received  from  that  Government,  f« 
which  no  justifiable  pretext  can  beassigned«  Tbe 
property  wrested,  in  that  space  of  time,  from  our 
citizens,  is  of  great  value,  for  which  reparation 
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has  not  been  obtained.  These  injaries  were  re- 
ceired,  nnder  the  administration  of  the  late  Em- 
peror of  Prance,  on  whom  the  demand  of  indem- 
nity was  incessantly  made,  while  he  remained  in 
power.  Under  the  sensibility  thereby  excited,  and 
the  fkilnre  to  obtain  justice,  the  relations  of  the 
two  coQotries  were  much  affected.  The  disorder 
whieh  has,  of  late,  existed  in  France,  has  pre- 
Teated  a  repetition  of  this  demand  ;  but  now,  that 
the  Government  appears  to  be  settled,  it  is  due  to 
our  citi2ens,  who  were  so  unjustly  plundered,  to 
present  their  claims,  anew,  to  the  French  Gk)vern- 
ment" 

"A  gross  sum  will  be  receired,  in  satisfaction 
of  the  whole  claim,  if  the  liquidation  and  pay- 
meot  of  everv  claim,  founded  on  just  principles, 
to  be  established,  cannot  be  obtained. 

'^  The  management  of  this  important  interest  is 
committed  to  your  discretion,  as  to  the  moment 
and  manner  of  bringing  it  under  consideration, 
]Q  which  the  prospect  of  obtaining  a  satisfactory 
reparation  will,  necessarily,  have  its  due  weight, 
YoQ  will  be  furnished  with  a  letter  of  instruction, 
authorizing  you  to  provide  for  it,  by  convention, 
sboaid  that  mode  be  preferred." 


The  Secretary  of  StaU  to  Mr.  GaUatin. 

DfiPARTMBNT  OP  StaTB. 

WkiMngton,  May  7,  1816. 

SiK :  On  the  presumption  that  His  Most  Chris- 
tian Majesty  may  be  disposed  to  provide,  by  spe- 
cial convention,  for  the  just  claims  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  against  France,  as,  also,  for 
the  like  claims  of  French  subjects  against  the 
Uoited  States-^this  letter  is  given  to  you  by  di- 
rection of  the  President,  as  an  authority  and  in- 
^trtiction  to  negotiate  a  convention  for  that  pur- 
pose, with  such  person  or  persons  as  may  have  a 
like  authority  from  His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


hinui  of  a  letter,  No.  10,  firom  Mr.  GaUatin,  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to 
Frcme,  to  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  l&Ue  dated 

Parjs,  November  11, 1616. 
'M  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  my 
note,  of  the  9th  instant,  to  the  Dukede  Richelieu, 
on  the  subject  of  indemnities  due  to  citizens  of  the 
Uoited  States,  on  account  of  the  illegal  and  irreg- 
Qiar  sequestrations  and  condemnations  made  un- 
ilcr  (he  authority  of  the  former  Government  of 
F'raQce.  I  had  some  difficulty  in  collecting,  from 
scattered  documents,  the  information  necessary  to 
present  a  correct  view  of  the  subject,  and  adapted 
^  existing  circumstances." 


Paris,  November  9,  1816. 

MoNsiEDR  LE  Duc :  I  had  already  the  honor, 
iQ  some  preliminary  conversations,  to  present  to 
your  Excellency  a  general  view  of  the  losses  sus- 
^ined  by  American  citizens,  under  various  illegal 
icisof  the  former  Government  of  France;  and, 


for  which,  the  United  States  claim  an  indemnify 
from  the  justice  of  His  "Most  Christian  Majesty. 

The  right  to  an  indemnity,- being  founded  on 
the  law  of  nations,  extends  to  all  cases,  where 
there  has  been  an  evident  infraction  of  that  law, 
such  as  it  is  recognised  by  civilized  natiops. 

Of  the  acts  of  the  former  French  Government, 
openly  violating  that  law;  those  issued  on  the 
21st  November,  1806,  at  Berlin,  and  on  the  17th 
December,  1807,  at  Milan,  were  promulgated  in 
the  shape  of  public  decrees,  applicable,  at  feast 
nominally,  to  other  nations,  as  well  as  the  United 
States.  Other  acts  were,  exclusively,  directed 
against  America ;  appearing,  also,  sometimes  un- 
der the  form  of  decrees,  as  that  of  Bayonne,  of  the 
17th  April,  1808,  and  that  of  Rambouillet,  of  the 
23d  March,  1810 ;  and,  at  times,  being  only  spe- 
cial orders  for  seizing  or  selling  certain  American 
vessels  and  cargoes.  To  these  various  acts,  must 
be  added,  the  wanton  destruction,  at  different 
times,  of  American  vessels  on  the  high  seas. 

That  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  so  far  as 
they  declared  liable  to  capture  and  condemnation 
neutral  vessels,  pursuing  an  innocent  commerce^ 
and  contravening  no  municipal  laws,  were  an 
evident  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  has  not 
been,  and  cannot  be,  denied.  The  plea  of  retalia- 
tion, grounded  on  a  supposed  acquiescence  of  neu- 
tral Powers  in  certain  acts  of  Great  Britain,  and 
urg^ed  in  justification  of  those  decrees,  was  unjust 
in  its  principle,  and  altogether  inadmissible,  when 
affecting  a  neutral  instead  of  an  enemv.  And, 
even  that  pretence  for  plundering  a  friendly  Power 
was  abandoned,  when  the  two  belligerent  Gov- 
ernments, whilst  continuing  to  capture  the  vessels 
of  the  neutral  trading  with  their  respective  enemy, 

g emitted  a  direct  commerce,  by  mean^  of  licenses, 
ut  that  plea  was,  in  point  of  fact,  destitute  of 
foundation  with  respect  to  the  United  States. 
That  they  bad  uniformly  opposed  the  aggressions 
of  Great  Britain,  on  their  neutral  rights,  is  noto- 
rious. It  is  not  less  true,  and  appears  from  all 
their  public  acts,  and  from  the  tenor  of  their  ne- 
gotiations with  both  belligerents,  that  it  was  solely 
owing  to  the  acts  of  France,  to  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  that  still  more  decisive  measures  of 
resistance  were  not  early  adopted  against  Great 
Britain.  So  long  as  France  and  England  equally 
continued  to  violate  the  neutral  rights  of  America, 
she  could  not  have  selected  either  of  those  nations 
for  an  enemy,  without  tamely  submitting  to  the 
aggressions  of  the  other,  and  without  deviating 
from  that  impartial  course  which  it  was  her  con- 
stant endeavor  to  pursue.  And  when,  at  last,  the 
French  decrees  had  been  revoked,  so  far  as  America 
was  concerned,  the  perseverance  of  England  in 
continuing  her  unlawfiil  orders,  and  in  violating 
the  rights  of  the  United  States,  produced  a  decla- 
ration of  war,  on  their  part,  against  that  country. 
Notwithstanding  the  intrinsic  justice  of  the 
claim  of  the  Unit^  States  for  losses  sustained  by 
their  citizens,  under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
it  was  intimated  by  your  Excellency  that  those 
decrees  having  been  of  a  general  nature,  other 
nations,  that  had  also  experienced  losses  by  their 
operation,  would  have  had  an  equal  right  to  an 
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indemnity,  and  that  those  acts  not  having  been 
enumerated  in  the  last  treaties  and  conventions 
between  France  and  the  other  European  Powers, 
amongst  those  for  which  a  compensation  should 
be  made  by  France,  the  United  States  ought  not 
to  expect  to  be  placed  on  a  better  footing  than 
other  nations. 

It  would  be  preposterous  to  suppose,  and  it  can- 
not have  been  intended  to  suggest,  that  the  United 
States  can  in  any  case  be  found  by  treaties  to 
which  they  were  not  parties,  and  in  which  no 
attention  whatever  could  have  been  paid  to  their 
interest.  Nor  can,  by  anv  correct  analogy,  the 
principles  therein  adopted  be  applied  to  America* 

The  allied  Powers  naturally  sought  to  obtain 
indemnitv  in  those  cases  in  which  they  were  most 
interested.  Almost  all,  if  not  all  or  them,  had 
been,  during  the  late  European  wars^  either  at  war. 
or  in  alliance  with  France,  whilst  the  United 
States  had  never  stood  in  eitner  of  those  relations 
towards  her.  Hence,  it  necessarilv  followed,  that 
the  injuries  sustained  by  the  subjects  of  those 
Powers,  differed  essentially  from  those  inflicted 
by  France  on  American  citizens.  The  Berlin  and 
'Milan  decrees, so  far  as  they  extended' beyond  pro- 
bibiiorv  municipal  regulations, although  nominally 

feneral,  applied  in  fact  almost  exclusively  to  the 
Tnited  Slates.  If  there  was  anv  exception,  it  was 
in  amount  too  small,  and  applied  to  nations  whose 
weight  was  too  inconsiderable  to  be  taken  into 
consideration.  Of  the  other  Powers,  many  had 
no  interest  that  indemnities  should  be  obtained  on 
that  account,  whilst  several  of  them,  namely',  Eng- 
land, Spain,  Holland,  Denmark,  and  Naples,  had 
a  direct  interest  that  the  principle  should  not  be 
admitted.  It  will,  of  course,  appeal^  that,  by  the 
Convention  between  France  and  Great  Britain, 
compensation  is  to  be  made  by  France  for  all  the 
property  of  English  subjects  confiscated  or  se- 
questered, not  only  during  the  last  war,  but  also 
during  that  which  preceded  the  Treaty  of  Amiens, 
and  including  even  the  loss  arising  from  the  re- 
duction of  the  public  debt  of  France,  to  one-third 
of  its  nominal  amount,  with  the  exception  of  the 
seizures  and  confiscations  made  in  consequence  of 
the  laws  of  war,  and  of  the  prohibitory  laws.  And 
the  exception  precisely  embraces  the  principal 
classes  of  injuries,  for  which  the  United  States 
are  entitled  to  indemnity,  since  their  grounds  of 
complaint  against  France  are  the  abuse  on  her 
part  of  belligerent  rights  and  the  unlawful  exten- 
sion of  prohibitory  laws  beyond  their  legitimate 
sphere. 

Not  only  were  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  an 
evident  and  acknowledged  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations ;  not  only  the  plea  of  retaliation  against 
England,  and  of  a  presumed  acquiescence  in  her 
aggressions,  was  unfoanaed,  with  respect  to  the 
united  States ;  not  onlv  neither  the  treaties  be- 
tween France  and  the  allied  Powers  are  binding 
on  America,  nor  the  principles  adopted  in  those 
treaties  applicable  to  the  relations  in  which  she 
stood  towards  France;  but  those  decrees  were 
also  an  open  infraction  of  the  treaties  subsisting 
between  the  two  countries ;  namely,  of  the  12th, 
13th,  and  14th  articles  of  the  Convention  of  the 


30th  of  September,  1800,  which  did  not  expire 
till  the  31st  of  July,  1809.  For,  it  was  therein 
stipulated,  that  the  citizens  of  either  country  mij^ht 
sau  with  their  ships  and  merchandise  (contra wd 
goods  excepted)  from  any  port  whate?er,  to  any 
port  of  the  enemy  of  the  other,  and  from  a  port 
of  such  enemy,  either  to  a  neutral  port,  or  to  an- 
other port  of  the  enemy,  unless  such  port  should 
be  actually  blockaded;  that  a  vesad  sailing  for  an 
enemy's  port,  without  knowing  that  the  same  was 
blockaded,  should  be  turned  away,  bnt  neither  be 
detained,  nor  her  cargo  be  confiscated ;  that  im- 
plements and  ammunition  of  war  should  alone  be 
considered  contraband  of  war ;  and  that  free  ships 
should  make  free  goods,  extending  that  freedom 
even  to  an  enemy's  property,  on  board  the  ships 
belonging  to  the  citizens  of  either  country*  The 
French  decrees^  in  violation  of  those  stipulations, 
after  having  declared  the  British  islands  and  pos- 
sessions in  a  state  of  blockade,  although  they  were 
not  pretended  to  be  actually  blockadra,  made  lit- 
ble  to  capture  and  condemnation  all  AmertMo 
(as  well  as  other  neutral)  vessels,  sailing  on  the 
high  seas,  from  or  to  any  English  port,  or  eTcn 
which  might  have  been  visits  by  an  English 
vessel,  as  well  as  every  species  ot  merchandise 
belonging  to  English  subjects,  or  of  Enghsh 
origin. 

It  is  true  that,  in  answer  to  the  American  Mid- 
ister  who  had  applied  for  explanations  respectiflg 
the  construction  intended  to  be  given  to  the  Ber- 
lin decree,  assurances  were  at  first  given  that  it 
would  produce  no  change  in  the  previous  regula- 
tions respecting  neutral  navigators,  nor  in  the  con- 
vention with  the  United  States.  This  construc- 
tion, which  gave  to  that  decree  the  character  onlf 
of  a  prohibitory  municipal  law,  was  adhered  to 
during  the  ten  first  months  which  followed  iu 
promulgation ;  and  it  was  only  in  September, 
1807,  that  merchandise,  found  on  board  of  oeutnl 
vessels  at  sea,  was  declared  liable  to  condemna- 
tion, merely  on  account  of  its  being  of  British 
growth  or  manufacture.  This  fact  is  here  (Utcd 
fur  the  purpose  of  observing,  that  the  assurances 
which  had  thus  been  given,  and  the  practical  con- 
struction thus  first  put  on  the  Berlin  decree,  pre 
vented  the  early  opposition  which  otherwisse  the 
United  States  would  have  made  to  it ;  and  thai 
this  supposed  acquiescence  on  their  part  serf  ed  as 
a  pretence  for  the  British  Orders  in  Council  of  No- 
vember, 1807,  which  were  immediately  followed 
by  the  French  decree  of  Milan. 

The  decrees  and  orders  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, which  applied  exclusively  to  the  United 
States,  will  now  be  noticed. 

Assailed  by  the  simultaneous  aggressions  of  tbe 
.  two  belligerent  Powers,  tlie  first  step  of  the  Ame 
rican  Government  was  to  withdraw  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  from  the  depredations 
to  which  it  was  every  where  exposed.  An  em- 
bargo was  laid  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1807, 
on  all  their  vessels;  and  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
traordinary privations  and  the  great  lov^  of  rere- 
nue  which'  were  incurred,  that  measure  was  per- 
severed in  during  fifteen  months.  In  the  mean 
while,  strong  remonstrances  were  made  to  the 
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French  and  Knglisb  QoTerDments,  on  the  subject 
of  their  anlawfal  acto.  Not  only  was  the  appeal 
to  their  justice  fruitless,  but  it  appears  that,  by  an 
order  said  to  bare  been  issued  at  Bayonne,  on  the 
17th  of  April,  1808,  all  American  vessels  then  in 
the  ports  of  France,  or  which  miebt  thereafter 
come  into  them,  were  directed  to  oe  seized,  on 
the  pretence  that  no  vessel  of  the  United  States 
eoold  then  navigate,  without  infringing  a  law  of 
the  United  Sutes,  as  if  the  infraction  of  a  mu- 
fiicipal  law  could  be  lawfully  punished  by  a  for- 
eign Power;  as  if  it  had  not  been  notorious  that 
a  Domber  of  American  vessels,  which  were  abroad 
when  the  embargo  became  known  to  them,  re- 
mained in  foreign  seas  and  countries,  in  order  to 
iToid  the  effect  of  that  law. 

The  pressure  of  the  embargo  on  the  agriculture 
ind  commerce  of  the  United  Sufes  became  such, 
that  Congress  found  it  proper  to  modify  that 
measure.  By  a  law  of  the  1st  March,  1809,  the 
act  laying  an  embargo  was  repealed  with  respect 
to  all  countries,  England  and  France  only  ex- 
cepted, and  the  vessels  and  merchandise  of  both 
countries  were  excluded  from  the  United  States 
after  the  20th  of  May  following ;  with  the  provi- 
so, (hat,  in  case  either  France  or  Great  Britain 
•hould  80  revoke  or  modify  their  edicts,  as  (hat 
they  should  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  the  commercial  intercourse 
of  the  United  States  should  be  renewed  with  the 
ution  so  doing.  This  law  in  iu  nature  was  en- 
tirely municipal  and  paci6c ;  and  its  object  was 
to  SToid  imnoediate  hostilities  and  to  gire  further 
lime  for  negotiations;  to  withdraw,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, the  navigation  of  the  United  States  from 
tbe  operation  of  the  unlawful  acts  of  both  France 
tad  England,  and  to  give  to  both  sufficient  in- 
docements  for  repealing  their  edicts,  by  the  actual 
]>riration  of  the  benefits  derived  from  the  Ameri- 
can commerce,  and  by  the  prospect  that,  in  case 
of  such  repeal  by  either  nation,  she  would  again 
enjoy  those  advantages  of  which  her  enemy  would 
coDtinne  to  be  deprived. 

Tbe  act  was  officially  communicated  on  the 
29ih  of  April,  1809,  by  the  American  Minister,  to 
the  French  Government.  It  was  not  at  that  time 
treated  as  hostile ;  and  if  it  produced  no  favorable 
change,  no  remonstrance  was  made  against  it, 
Bnt,  towards  the  end  of  the  same  year,  orders 
^cre  given  to  seize  all  the  American  vessels  in 
France,  or  in  the  countries  occupied  by  her  arms ; 
tod  after  a  great  number  had  been  thus  seized, 
principally  in  Spain  and  in  Holland,  an  imperial 
decree  was,  on  the  23d  March,  1810,  issued  at 
Rambohillet,  ordering  or  rather  confirming  that 
seizure,  extending  it  to  all  American  vessels  which 
had  entered  France  or  those  countries  since  the 
30th  May,  1809,  and  directing  that  tbe  product  of 
the  sales  should  be  deposited  m  the  caisse  d'amor- 
tiswraent.  The  act  of  Congress  of  lat  March, 
1809,  was  alleged  as  the  motive  for  that  outrage- 
ous measure.  In  point  of  fact,  it  is  not  believed 
that  any  vessel,  the  property  of  French  subjects, 
had  been  forfeited  for  a  violation  of  that  act.  At 
least,  it  is  not  recollected  that  any  application  was 
t&ade  for  the  remission  of  such  forfeiture,  to  the. 


Treasury  Department,  which,  by  the  law,  was 
authorized  to  grant  such  remissions,  and  would 
certainly  have  done  it,  in  any  case  where  the  law 
might  not  have  been  within  tbe  knowledge  of  the 
parties.  But  it  cannot  be  necessary  seriously  to 
discuss  a  plea  which  was  evidently  but  a  pretence 
for  plunder.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that 
the  gross  injustice  of  the  RambouilJet  decree  con- 
sists in  its  retrospective  operation;  and  that  if  the 
French  Government  had  promulgated  an  order, 
excluding  American  vessels  from  the  ports  of 
France  and  of  the  countries  occupied  by  her  arms, 
and  pronouncing  the  penalty  of  confiscation  after 
due  notice  of  that  order,  American  citizens  who 
might  have  voluntarily  and  knowingly  violated 
the  provisions  of  what  was  only  a  municipsd  law, 
would  have  been  justly  liable  to  its  penalties. 

The  American  property  seized  or  captured  by 
virtue  either  of  those  four  general  decrees,  or  of 
special  orders,  which  are  but  partially  known  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  may,  in 
reference  to  its  present  situation,  be  classed  under 
two  general  heads,  viz :  that  which  has  never 
been  condemned,  and  that  which  has  been  actually 
confiscated. 

The  first  class  embraces  the  vessels  .and  cargoes 
burnt  at  sea,  and  those  which  have  been  sequest- 
ered. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  make  any  observations  on 
the  destruction  of  vessels  at  sea,  your  Bxcellency 
having  already  intimated  that  the  Government  of 
France  was  disposed  to  make  compensation  for 
acts  of  that  nature. 

The  vessels  and  cargoes  sequestered,  and  not 
condemned,  consisted  principally  of  those  seized 
at  St.  Sebastian,  and  other  places,  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  1809,  and  in  the  beginning  of  1810, 
and  sold  by  virtue  of  the  decree  of  Rambouillet. 
Fourteen  v^els  which,  during  that  Winter,  had 
been  driven  into  Holland,  and  which,  by  a  particu- 
lar agreement  between  the  Government  of  that 
country  and  that  of  France,  bearing  date,  it  is  said, 
the  16th  of  March  J  1810,  were  put  at  tbe  disposal 
of  France,  are  of  the  same  description.  And  ex- 
clusively of  other  special  orders  of  the  same  na- 
ture, which  may  not  be  known  to  me,  the  cargoes 
of  seven  vessels  arrived  at  Antwerp  in  the  begin- 
nins  of  the  year  1807,  and  which  were  permitted 
to  be  landed  there,  were  also  sequestered  and 
finally  sold  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  Government, 
dated  the  4th  of  Mav  1810.  In  all  these  cases 
there  has  been  no  conoemnation,  no  final  decision. 
The  vessel  and  cargoes  were  only  seized  and  sold 
by  order  of  Government,  and  the  proceeds  of  sales 
deposited  in  the  caisse  d'amortissement,  or  in  some 
other  public  chest. 

The  right  to  demand  and  obtain  a  decision  on 
all  those  suspended  cases,  is  undeniable.  Either 
the  proceeds  of  sales  will  be  re.slored  to  the  lawful 
owners,  by  virlue  of  that  decision,  or  the  present 
Government  of  France  must  go  beyond  what  had 
been  done  by  the  former  Government,  and  decree 
the  final  confiscation  of  property,  which  even  that 
Government  had  been  unwilling  to  condemn.  I 
will  not  permit  myself  for  a  moment  to  suppose 
that  there  can  be  any  hesitation  on  that  question. 
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With  respect  to  property  actually  condemned 
without  intending  to  impair  the  indisputable  right 
of  the  United  States  to  an  indemnity  for  every 
condemnation  made  by  virtue  of  decrees,  violating 
the  acknowledged  law  of  nations,  I  will  beg  leave 
to  add  some  ol»ervations  on  the  manner  in  which 
those  decrees  were  executed,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  an  investigation  and  revision  of  those 
condemnations  ought  to  take  place,  even  if  it  was 
admitted  that  France  had  a  right  to  issue  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decrees,  and  to  condemn  vessels  con- 
travening their  tenor.  The  time  necessary  to  ob- 
tain information  in  that  respect,  has  occasioned 
the  dela^  which  has  taken  place  in  making  this 
communication,  since  the  last  conference  I  had 
the  honor  to  hold  with  your  Excellency. 

1.  These  condemnations  have,  as  has  already 
been  stated,  been  made  in  contravention  of  an  ex- 
isting treaty ;  so  far  at  least  as  relates  to  property 
seized  or  captured  prior  to  the  31st  of  July,  1809. 

2.  Beveral  of  the  condemnations,  or  rather,  acts 
of  confiscation,  were  made  by  what  has  been 
called  '^imperial  decisions,  meaning  thereby,  not 
those  cases  where  an  appeal  may  have  been  made 
from  that  Council  of  Prizes  to  the  Council  of 
State,  but  those  instances  where  the  order  of  con- 
demnation issued  from  the  Council^  or  from  Napo- 
leon himself,  without  anv  previous  regular  trial 
and  condemnation  by  tne  Council  of  Prizes. 
Such  proceedings  must  be  considered  as  irregular 
and  arbitrary  acts,  contravening  the  usages  and 
law  of  nations.  It  is  sufficiently  hard  for  the 
neutral  that  his  property  should  be  tried  exclu- 
sively by  the  tribunals  or  the  belligerent,  where  a 
natural  bias  exists  in  favor  of  the  captors.  It  is 
at  least  necessary  that  the  decisions  should  be 
made  by  a  regular  and  permanent  tribunal,  acting 
according  to  fixed  rules,  and  affording  every  se- 
curity of  which  such  an  institution  is  susceptible. 
But  the  United  States  have  a  right  to  demand 
that  those  imperial  decisions  should  be  annulled 
not  only  as  contravening  the  usages  and  law  of 
nations,  but  as  violating,  also,  an  existing  treaty. 
It  has  been  stipulated  by  the  22d  article  of  the 
Convention,  of  the  30th  of  September,  1800,  ''that 
in  all  cases,  the  established  courts  for  prize  causes, 
in  the  country  to  which  the  prizes  might  be  con- 
ducted, should  alone  take  cognizance  of  them.'' 
Of  twenty-seven  vessels  and  cargoes  (captured  or 
seized  prior  to  the  1st  of  November,  1810)  which, 
as  appears  by  a  list  before  me,  were  condemned 
by  imperial  decisions,  eighteen  had  been  seized  or 
captured  prior  to  the  31st  of  July,  1809,  the  day 
on  which  the  Convention  expired. 

3.  I  have  been  assured  that,  upon  investigation, 
it  will  be  found  that  some  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Council  of  Prizes  itself,  have  taken  place  without 
observing  the  forms  prescribed  by  law;  without 
giving  an  opportunity  to  the  parties  of  bringing 
their  proofs;  without  an  examination  of  the  ship- 
papers,  and,  in  fact,  in  obedience  to  an  imperial 
order.  A  decision  of  the  Council,  dated  10th  of 
September,  1811,  and  by  which  six  ships  and 
cargoes  were  at  once  condemned,  is  particularly 
mentioned. 

4.  The  retrospective  operation  of  the  Rambou- 


illet  decree  has  already  been  mentioned.  It  wiQ 
also  be  found  that,  in  several  instances,  the  Milu 
decree  has  received  a  similar  constmctioo,  aad 
that  vessels  have  been  condemned  for  biTiog 
contravened  that  decree,  which  coutd  oot  bve 
known  its  existence,  having  sailed  from  Ameriaa 
ports  either  before,  or  a  short  time  after,  it  had 
oeen  issued,  and  the  aiUeged  infraction  of  ibe  d^ 
cree  itself  having,  at  least  in  one  instance,  laka 
place  prior  to  its  date. 

5.  It  might  have  been  expected  that,  wh»  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  declared  to  be  I^ 
voked  from  and  after  the  1st  of  November,  1810, 
no  further  condemnations  would  take  place  with 
respect  to  cases  not  yet  decided  at  that  time;  not- 
withstanding which,  it  appears  that  fort^-eigbt 
ships  and  cargoes,  previously  seized  or  captured. 
were  condemn^  subsequent  to  that  day,  naioeh: 
by  the  Council  of  Prizes,  eighteen  before,  and  ten 
after,  the  28th  of  April,  1811;  and  by  imperitl 
decisions,  eleven  before,  and  nine  after,  the  las: 
mentioned  day.  Yet  the  decree  of  that  day  (28!b 
of  April,  1811)  enacts  and  declares  that  tbe  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decrees  are,  from  and  after  the  1st 
November,  1810,  definitively  considered  as  if  tbn 
had  not  existed  (comme  ncn  avtmts)  with  respetf 
to  American  vessels. 

6.  Several  condemnations  were  made,,  for  frir^ 
lous  pretences,  of  vessels  captured  after  the  1st 
November,  1810,  or,  in  other  cases  which  tJK 
^neral  decrees  could  not  reach ;  such  as  tllegeil 
irregularities  in  the  certificates  of  origin,  or  ii 
other  ship-papers;  presumed  navigatioo  osdei 
British  convoy;  mutiny  on  boai^;  totestict 
to  remit  the  proceeds  of  sales  throngh  Bog- 
land. 

It  appears,  from  the  preceding  tstatemeot,  that, 
independent  of  the  illegality  oT  tbe  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  there  is  sufficient  cause  for  the  tc- 
vision  of  the  condemnations  which  have  taken 
plaack  Nor  is  there  any  thing  novel  in  (hat 
course.  A  number  of  unlawful  captures  of  AlD^ 
rican  vessels  having  been  made  by  Great  Britua 
during  the  commencement  of  her  war  with  France, 
particularly  by  virtue  of  certain  British  Orders  ia 
Council,  of  the  6th  November,  1703,  it  wastfreni, 
by  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty  of  November, 
1794,  between  the  United  States  asd  England, 
that  full  and  complete  compensation  should  he 
made  by  the  British  Government  for  the  losas 
and  damage  sustained  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  by  reason  of  irregular  or  illegal  caproreser 
condemnations  of  their  vessels  and  other  propefif, 
under  color  of  authority  or  commissions  from  H^ 
Britannic  Majesty ;  aiid  a  sum  exceeding  t«elf« 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  in  specie,  «v 
actually  paid  to  American  citizens,  by  the  ieGy 
ion  of  the  joint  commission  appointed  in  ci»- 
formity  with  the  said  treaty. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  have  the  bonor 
to  propose  to  your  Excellency  an  arrangemeni, 
founded  on  the  following  basis,  in  which,  witbont 
abandoning  the  just  rights  of  tbe  citizens  of  tke 
United  States,  a  positive  stipulation  is  avoided, 
which  would,  at  that  time,  bind  the  Government 
of  France  to  make  compensation  generallf  for 
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illthecoDdemnations  ander  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees. 

\A.  That  the  Government  of  France  will  en- 
ngc  to  make  compensation  to  the  citizens  of  the 
uQlied  States:  1.  For  all  vessels  and  cargoes 
captured,  seized,  or  sequestered,  which  have  not 
bees  definitively  condemned  bv  the  Council  of 
Prizes,  aod  the  proceeds  of  wnich  were  placed 
either  io  the  public  treasury,  in  the  eaiut  (Pamor- 
titsemenij  or  in  any  other  public  chest ;  and  also 
for  all  vessels  and  cargoes  destroyed  at  sea,  and 
likewise  not  condemned  bv  the  Council  of  Prizes : 
2.  For  the  losses  sustaineu  by  reason  of  such  other 
irregular  or  unlawful  seizures,  captures,  or  con- 
demnations, as  will  be  decreed,  by  a  joint  com- 
missioo,  to  have  been  made  contrary  to  public 
law  and  justice,  or  in  contravention  of  existing 
treaties. 

2d.  That  a  ioint  commission  (or  commissions) 
shall  be  established,  with  power,  1.  To  liquidate 
the  amount  due  for  property,  either  destroyed  at 
sea,  or  sequestered  and  not  definitively  condemned 
IS  aforesaid :  2.  To  decide  in  what  other  cases  of 
irregular  or  tralawAH  seizures,  captures,  or  con- 
demnations, the  Grovernment  of  France  is  justly 
bound  to  make  also  compensation,  and  to  what 
amouDt. 

The  manner  in  which  the  commission  or  com- 
minioDs  should  be  appointed  and  organized,  may, 
it  is  presumed,  be  easilv  arranged,  and  every  rea- 
sonable stipulation  will  be  admitted  which  may 
be  necessary  to  limit  exclusively  the  right  to  com- 
pensation to  cases  of  bona  Jlde  American  property. 

I  cannot  end  this  communication  without  say- 
iflg,  that  the  present  situation  of  France  is  known 
aad  fell  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  evidently  the  interest  of  America  that  France 
should  be  prosperous  and  powerful.  It  is  the  sin- 
«Te  wish  of  the  Government  of  America,  that 
ibe  present  Government  of  France  may  soon  be 
Sieved  from  the  difficulties  which  the  lamentable 
event  of  March,  1815,  has  occasioned.  It  Is, 
therefore,  with  reluctance,  and  only  in  obedience 
^  a  sacred  duty,  that  a  demand  is  made,  at  this 
Ume,  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  increase 
those  difficulties ;  and  every  disposition  exists  to 
accede  to  such  time  and  mode  of  payment  as, 
without  being  inconsistent  with  the  just  rights  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  may  be  least  in- 
convenient to  France. 

Permit  me  to  request  your  Excellency  to  take 
the  subject  into  early  consideration,  and  to  com- 
ijunicate  to  me,  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable, 
the  determination  of  His  Majesty's  Government. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

His  Ex'cy  the  Duke  db  Ricbeliei^, 

MinUter^  Sec^y  of  State  for  the  Departinent 
of  F&rHffn  Affairs^  ^c. 


^ract  of  a  Letter,  No,  19,  from  Mr.  GaUaiin,  En- 
^oy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
to  France,  to  Mr^  Monroe,  Secretary  of  Stole,  dated 

Paris,  January  20,  1817. 

"  Having  received  no  answer  from  the  Duke  de  | 
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Richelieu  to  myr  letter  of  the  9th  Novemba-  last, 
I  addressed  to  him,  on  the  26tli  December,  a  short, 
note,  of  which,  and  of  his  answer,  dated  the  16th 
instant,  copies  are  enclosed. 

^  In  the  mterview  which  accordingly  took  place 
to-day,  I  requested  that  he  would  proceed  to  state 
what  he  had  concluded  to  offer  in  answer  to  the 
basts  proposed  in  mv  note  of  the  9th  of  November 
last.  He  said  that  his  offer  would  fall  very  short 
of  our  demands ;  that  he  would  not  go  beyond  an 
indemnity  for  vessels  burnt  at  sea,  and  for  those, 
the  proceeds  of  which  had  been  only  sequestered 
and  deposited  in  the  caisee  d^amortiseemeni.  He 
added,  ^hat  he  would  make  his  proposal  in  writng, 
and  this  would  not  be  attended  with  much  delay. 
I  then  said  that  I  could  not  give  anv  opinion  on 
his  proposal,  until  I  had  received  nis  note,  but 
that  I  wished  him  to  understand  that,  if  the  Grov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  thought  it  proper 
(which  I  could  not  at  present  promise,)  to  accept 
an  indemnity  for  certain  classes  only  of  our  claims, 
this  never  would  be  purchased  by  a  relinquishment 
of  the  other  just  demands  of  our  citizens.'^ 


Mr.  GaUatin  to  iU  Duke  de  Richelim. 

Paris,  December  26, 1816. 

The  undersigned,  sensible  of  the  important  bu- 
siness which,  at  the  opening  of  the  two  Chambers, 
must  have  engrossed  the  attention  of  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty's  Government,  has  heretofore 
avoided  to  urge  the  consideration  of  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  letter,  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
address,  on  the  9th  of  November  last,  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Duke  de  Richelieu.  It  has,  however, 
become  necessary  that  he  should  he  able  to  com- 
municate to  his  own  Government,  the  result  of 
his  application.  He,  therefore,  requests  an  inter- 
view, as  early  a&  will  suit  the  convemenee  of  the 
Duke  de  Richelieo. 

The  undersigned  embraces,  with  pleasure,  this 
opportunity  of  presenting  to  His  Excellency  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu  the  reiterated  assurance  of  his 
most  distinguished  consideration. 


[translation.] 
The  Duke  de  Ri4^ieUeu  to  Mr.  GaUatin. 

Paris,  January  16, 1817. 

The  Duke  de  Richelieu  cannot  but  deeply  re- 

fret  that  his  weighty  and  multiplied  avocations 
ave  compelled  him  to  put  off,  until  this  moment, 
the  time  he  had  promised  himself  to  receive  Mr. 
Gallatin,  and  now  fixes  the  time  for  Monday 
morniog.  the  20th  of  the  present  month,  at  noon, 
if  that  day  meets  his  convenience. 

He  prays  him  to  accept,  meanwhile,  the  renewed 
assurance  of  his  most  distinguished  consideration. 


Extract  of  a  letter,  No.  27,  fhm  Mr.  Gallatin  to  the 
Secretary  of  Stale,  dated  Paris,  23d  April,  1817. 

'^I  had  an  interview  on  the  13th  instant  with 
the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  in  which  he  aoounced  to 
me,  that  he  had  concluded  not  to  give  a  written 
answer  to  my  note  of  the  9th  of  November  last, 
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oa  tbe  subject  of  American  claims.  The  claims 
of  the  subjects  of  European  Powers  which  France 
was,  by  the  Convention  of  1815,  bound  to  pay, 
had  been  estimated  at  a  sum  not  exceeding,  at 
most,  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  francs 
(or  an  annuity  of  seven  and  a  half  millions.) 
Dat  it  was  now  found  that  the  terms  thus  im- 
posed were  much  harsher  than  the  French  Gov- 
ernment had  expected,  or  than  the  Allies  them- 
selves had  intended.  The  reclamations,  under 
the  Convention  with  Qreat  Britain,  did  not,  in- 
deed, exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  millions,  at  which 
they  had  been  estimated ;  but  those  of  the  subjects 
of  continental  Powers,  filed  with  the  commission 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  exceededUwelve  hun- 
dred millions,  without  including  a  portion  of  the 
Spanish  claims,  the  time  for  presenting  which 
bad  not  yet  expired.  Many  of  those  demands 
would  undoubtedly  be  rejected,  or  reduced  by  the 
commission.  Still,  the  probable  amount  which 
might  be  declared  justly  due,  so  far  exceeded 
eYerv  previous  calculation,  and  was  so  much  be- 

{ona  the  ability  of  France  to  pay,  that  he  (the 
^uke)  was  now  employed  in  seeking  some  means 
of  obtaining  modifications  which  might  bring  the 
payments  in  some  measure  within  the  resources 
of  the  country.  Under  such  circumstances,  and 
whilst  unable  to  face  the  engagements  which 
superior  force  had  imposed  on  tnem,  it  was,  he 
said,  utterly  impossible  for  his  Majesty's  Grovern- 
meot  to  contract,  voluntarily,  new  obligations. 
They  were  not  willing  to  reject,  absolutely  and 
definitively,  our  reclamations  in  toto  ;  they  could 
not.  at  this  time,  admit  them.  What  he  had  now 
▼erbally  communicated, -could  not^  for  many  rea- 
sons, become  the  ground  of  an  official  answer  to 
my  note.  He  had,  therefore,  concluded  that  a 
silent  postponement  of  the  subject  was  the  least 
objectionable  course,  since,  having  now  made  our 
demand  for  indemnity  in  an  official  manner,  the 
question  would  be  left  entire  for  discussion  at  some 
more  favorable  time,  after  France  was  in  some 
degree  disentangled  from  her  present  difficulties. 
He  added,  that,  if  there  was  any  apparent  incon- 
sistency between  the  language  he  had  formerly 
held,  and  what  he  was  now  compelled  to  say,  it 
must  be  ascribed  to  the  circumstances  he  had 
stated,  to  the  extraordinary  and  frightful  amount 
to  which  he  had  lately  found  other  foreign  claims 
to  have  swelled. 

**  After  some  remarks  on  the  disappointment 
which,  after  what  had  passed  in  our  first  conver- 
sation, this  unexpected  determination  must  pro- 
duce, I  repeated,  that  the  payment  by  France 
of  exaggerated  and  doubtful  claims  to  the  sub- 
jects of  every  other  foreign  Power,  did  but  increase 
the  injustice  of  refusing  to  admit  the  moderate 
and  unexceptionable  demands  of  the  American 
citizens.  The  present  embarrassments  of  France, 
however  increased  by  the  magnitude  of  those  for- 
eign private  claims,  could  form  no  solid  objection 
to  the  recognition  and  liquidation,  although  they 
might  impede  the  immediate  discharge  of  our 
reclamations.  It  was  with  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject that  I  had,  from  the  first  outset,  expressed 
the  disposition  of  the  Government  of  the  United 


States  to  accommodate  that  of  France,  as  to  tlw 
time  and  manner  of  making  compeasation  to  the 
claimants.  I  added,  that  his  decliniae  to  answer 
m]^  note  in  writing,  would,  exclosimr  of  other 
objections,  leave  no  trace  of  the  groaoo  on  wkkli 
he  placed  the  postponement  of  the  subject 

'*  The  Duke,  without  answering  ray  obserra- 
tions  in  a  direct  wavj  gave  me  to  undersiand,  tint, 
after  the  great  sacrifices  to  which  the  King'i  Mis- 
isters  had  been  compelled  to  give  relnctaaiaaest^ 
and  the  magnitude  of  which  would  soon  he  knovo. 
they  would  not  dare  to  take  the  respoosibdity  of 
acknowledging  a  new  debt,  althongh  made  pij* 
able  at  a  distant  period. 

'<  On  my  mentioning  that  His  Majesty's  Got- 
ernment  had  voluntary  recognised  ail  the  eoga^ 
ments  previously  contracted  with  French  subjeco. 
and  which  constituted  what  was  called  theomcn, 
and  suggesting  that  the  sequestrations  of  Aoui- 
ican  property  might  be  considered  as  comiog  oa- 
der  that  description,  which  would  prereot  tiieBe- 
cessity  of  asking  a  specific  credit  for  that  objed 
from  the  legislative  bodv;  he  answered  that  t^e 
law  would  not  justify  such  a  construction. 

"  Having  exhausted  every  argument  wbich  tbt 
occasion  suggested,  I  ended  the  conference,  br 
saying,  that,  as  I  could  not  compel  him  to  fin 
me  a  written  answer,  I  would  reflect  on  the  costk 
which  it  behooved  me  to  pursue,  and  that,  probalilr, 
I  would  refer  the  case  to  my  Grovemmeot.  at 
said  that  he  intended  to  write  to  Mr.  de  NeoriU^ 
to  make  to  you  a  communication  similar  to  tbtt 
which  he  now  had  made  to  me. 

"  I  addressed  to  him  yesterday;  the  letter  of 
which  a  copy  is  enclosed.  Its  principal  object, 
as  you  will  perceive,  is  to  put  on  record  tke 
ground  on  which  he  had  himself  placed  the  post- 
ponement of  the  subject,  and  to  leave  the  door 
open  to  further  representations  respecting  cases  of 
property  not  condemned^  in  case  you  should  tbiak 
It  best  not  to  urge  further  at  present  the  dooafid 
for  indemnity  in  all  cases." 


A^.  GaUaiw  to  the  Duke  de 

Paris,  AprU  22, 1S17. 

MoMSiEDR  LE  Duc :  lu  the  interview  whicb  1 
had  the  honor  to  have  with  your  Excelleocf  oa 
the  13th  insUnt,  you  intimated  that  the  iocressed 
magnitude  of  the  claims  made  upon  Fraoce  by 
subjects  of  European  Powers,  under  the  Cooren- 
tions  of  the  year  1815,  rendered  it  necessary » 
postpone,  to  a  more  favorable  time,  the  discossioa 
of  the  American  daims  which  were  the  subject  of 
my  note  of  the  9th  of  November  last.  Witbo^ 
repeating  here  the  unavailing  arguments  whicb  I 
urged  against  this  indefinite  and  unexpected  dekjt 
I  will  only  say  that  I  am  not  authorized  to  accede 
to  it,  and  that  it  cannot  be  viewed  favorably  bf 
the  Government  of  the  United  Stales,  after  tbe 
assurances  which  had  been  given  of  its  disposit'oQ 
to  concur  in  any  reasonable  arrangement  wbica 
might  be  proposed,  with  respect  to  the  time  aad 
manner  of  making  compensation  to  the  claim- 
ants. 

I  presume,  however,  that  the  postponemeatjs 
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n  tended  to  apply  only  to  those  claims,  which, 
hough  founded  on  strict  justice,  were  found  by 
liis  Majesty's  QoTernment  in  a  situation  thai 
eemed  to  render  a  convention  necessary  for  their 
»roper  adjustment.  The  demands  for  property 
mrnt  at  sea,  or  seized  and  sequestered  without 
laving  ever  been  condemned  or  even  brought  to  a 
rial  kwfore  any  tribunal  whateTer,  are  not  of  that 
feseription.  They  are.  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
K»es,  an  arriere,  or  unliquidated  debt,'  for  prop- 
rty  seized,  which,  if  not  condemned,  must  be 
taid  for,  and  the  settlement  of  which  does  not  re- 
[uire  a  ^weific  conrention*  It  cannot  be  sup- 
posed that,  after  His  Majesty's  Grovernroent  has 
lot  only  agreed  to  pay  various  foreign  claims,  of 
.  different  nature,  but  has  recognised  all  those  of 
•*rench  subjects  arisiog  from  the  acts  of  the  for- 
aer  Govemmeo ts  of  France,  the  citizens  of  the 
Jnited  States  should  alone  be  excepted  from  the 
•peration  of  thone  measures  dictated  by  justice 
nd  sound  policy,  which,  under  most  arduous  cir- 
umstances,  have  so  eminently  contributed  to 
urmount  every  difficulty,  and  to  restore  the  public 
red  it. 

If  any  distinction  was  indeed  attempted  to  be 
nade,  it  should  be  in  favor  of  the  citizens  of 
.  foreign  nation  at  peace,  whose  property  was 
brcibly  arrested  from  them,  rather  than  in  favor 
»f  subjects  who  voluntarily  advanced  theirs,  and  in 
aany  instances  with  a  view  to  an  expected  profit. 
}ut  no  such  distinction  is  claimed ;  and  I  only 
rast  that,  whilst  the  eommunicatioo  made  to  me 
ompels  me  to  wait  for  further  orders  from  my 
Government  on  the  subject  of  American  claim^ 
generally,  those  of  the  description  last  mentioned 
hall  not  remain  suspended,  and  that  orders  shall 
le  given  to  the  proper  authorities  for  their  speedy 
iquidation,  and  for  discharging  them  in  a  manner 
M  favorable  at  least  as  that  which  has  been  pro- 
ided  for  the  claims  of  French  subjects  known  by 
he  name  ofamien. 

I  request  your  Excellencv  to  accept  the  assur- 
nces  of  the  distinguished  consideration  with 
rbich  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient 
ervant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


^sOraet  of  a  kUer  fnm  Mr.  GaUaHnj  No.  37,  de- 
iailuiff  the  iubitanee  of  a  conwrtaiion  with  the 
Duke  de  RifMieu,  to  the  Secretary  ofStaU,  dated 

Paris,  My  12, 1817. 

*<He  (the  Duke  de  Richelieu)  then  said,  that 
e  wished  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  the 
ostponement  of  our  claims  for  spoliations  was 
ot  a  rejection ;  that  a  portion  of  them  was  con- 
idered  as  founded  in  justice ;  that  he  was  not 
Uthorized  to  commit  His  Majesty's  Grovernment 
y  any  positive  promise;  but  that  it  was  their 
Mention  to  make  an  arrangement  for  the  dis- 
barge  of  our  just  demands,  as  soon  as  they  were 
Ktricated  from  their  present  embarrassments. 
te  still  persisted,  however,  in  his  former  ground, 
^t  they  could  not,  at  present,  recognise  the  debt, 
r  adjust  its  amount." 


Egiraet  of  a  Utter  fnm  the  msm,  No.  65,  to  Mr. 
Adame^  Secretary  of  State^  dated 

Paris,  January  2, 1818. 

"  Fifteen  millions  are  spoken  of,  which,  with 
the  five  millions  already  paid,  and  the  three  allot- 
ted to  British  subjects,  will  make  an  aggregate  ot 
four  hundred  and  sixty  millions,  in  five  per  cent, 
stock,  paid  by  France  for  European  private  claims. 
Ours,  m  the  meanwhile,  remain  in  the  same  situa- 
tion ;  and  I  wait  for  an  answer  to  my  despatch, 
No.  27,  (of  the  23d  of  April  last,)  before  1  take 
any  new  steps  on  the  subject." 


EsUraet  of  a  letter  from  the  eame.  No.  67,  tolA«  soum, 

dated 

Paris,  AprU  27, 1818. 

'<  I  had,  in  my  letter  of  the  2d  of  January  last, 
mentioned,  that  I  would  wait  for  an  answer  from 
your  Department  to  my  despatch  of  the  22d  April, 
1817,  before  1  took  any  new  steps  on  the  subject 
of  our  own  claims ;  and  I  had  no  expectation 
that  a  new  application  would,  at  this  moment, 
prove  successful.  Yet,  it  appeared  that,  to  remain 
altogether  silent,  at  the  moment  when  an  arrange- 
ment for  the  claims  of  the  subjects  of  every  other 
nation  was  on  the  eve  of  being  concluded,  might, 
in  some  degree,  be  injurious  to  the  rights  of  our 
citizens.  It  was  also  apprehended,  that,  in  their 
public  communications,  the  Ministers  of  the  King, 
wishing  to  render  the  new  convention  as  palata- 
ble as  possible,  might  announce  to  the  nation, 
in  general  terms,  ttiat  all  the  foreign  claims  of 
individuals  were  now  satisfied.  These  considera- 
tions induced  me  to  address  to  the  Duke  de  Rich- 
elieu the  note  of  the  3d  instant,  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy,  as  well  as  of  that  by 
which  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  mine. 
You  will  perceive  that,  in  his  communication  to 
the  Chambers,  (which  has  been  inserted^  cor- 
rectly, in  no  other  newspaper  than  the  Moniteur,) 
that  he  has  expressed  himself  in  the  following 
terms:  *  France  (by  this  payment)  is  liberated, 
both  as  to  principal  and  interest,  from  all  the  debts 
contracted  towards  the  subjects  of  the  other  Eu- 
ropean Powers,  prior  to  the  20th  November,  1815.' 
The  consideration  of  our  claims  is  not  therefore 
barred  by  any  thing  which  has  taken  place ;  but 
there  is  not  yet  any  disposiiton  to  take  up  the 
subject." 


Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  Duke  de  Richelieu. 

Paris,  April  3, 1818. 

Monsieur  lb  Ddo  :  I  have  not  had  the  honor 
to  address  your  Excellency  on  the  subject  of  Ame- 
rican claims,  since  my  letter  of  the  22d  of  April 
last.  The  disposition  of  the  Gh>vernment  of  the 
United  Stales  never  to  abandon  the  just  rights  of 
her  citizens,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  pay  every 
due  regard  to  the  unfavorable  circumstances  under 
which  France  has  been  placed,  is  sufilciently 
known  to  your  Excellency.  It  is,  however,  noto- 
rious, that  negotiations  are  now  carried  on,  for  the 
amicable  liquidation  of  all  ^e  private  claims  of 
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the  subjects  of  Europetn  Powers  against  France ; 
and  it  is  generally  beiieved  that  the  negotiations 
ate  on  the  eve  of  being  tennioated,  and  that  the 
sum  to  bepaid  on  thi^t  account  will  be  definitirely 
settled.  The  magnitude  of  tiiose  claims,  and  the 
UD certain  result  of  the  liquidations  contemplated 
by  the  former  conventions  with  the  Allied  Pow- 
ers, had  been  alleged,  in  April  last,  as  reasons 
which  rendered  it  necessary  to  postpone,  at  that 
time,  the  consideration  of  American  reclamations. 
It  has  therefore  become  my  duty  to  bring  these 
once  more  to  your  Excellency's  recollection. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  renew,  at  this  moment, 
the  discussion  of  the  justice  of  our  demands.  In 
this  stUge  of  the  business,  I  could  only  refer  to  the 
facts  and  observations,  contained  in  former  notes, 
which  still  remain  unanswered.  But  I  must  sajr, 
that  further  delays  in  the  adjustment  of  Ameri- 
can claims,  when  those  of  the  subjects  of  other 
nations  are  settled,  could  not  be  viewed  favorably 
by  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States ;  whilst, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  simultaneous  and  definite  ar- 
ran^ment  of  all  foreign  demands  arisinj?  from 
the  injustice  of  the  former  Groveroment  of  France, 
seems  most  consistent  with  sound  policy,  and 
could  not  fail  to  have  a  beneficial  effect  on  public 
credit. 

Whatever  course  may  be  pursued,  I  feel  satisfied 
that  the  result  of  the  late  negotiations  with  the 
European  Powers  will  not  be  considered  or  an- 
nounced by  His  Majesty's  Government  as  a  total 
liberation  of  all  the  foreign  claims  of  individuals ; 
for,  however  unsuccesslul  my  endeavors  may  here- 
tofore have  been,  I  have  uniformly  ascribed  that 
result  to  the  untoward  situation  oi  France ;  and 
I  know  that  my  Government  has  never  ceased  to 
place  a  firm  reliance  on  the  spirit  of  justice  and 
good  faith  which  animates  His  Majesty's  coun- 
cils. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assur- 
ance of  the  distinguished  consideration  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


[translation.] 
Duke  de  Richdmb  to  Mr.  GaUatin, 

Paris,  Apnl  7, 1818. 

Sir  :  You  have  done  me  the  honor  to  address 
to  me,  on  the  3d  of  this  month,  some  new  obser- 
vations on  the  American  claims,  which  I  shall 
take  care  to  lay  before  His  Majesty. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  the  high  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very 
humble  and  obedient  servant, 

RICHELIEU. 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr. 

GaUatiny  dated 

Department  of  State, 

WashingUm^  December  31,  1818. 

''  No  communication  from  you,  since  your  re- 
turn to  France^  has  yet  been  received  ;  out  it  is 
hoped  that,  since  the  foreign  troops  have  been 


withdrawn  from  that  country,  and  an  adjostmcBi 
has  b^n  made  by  the  French  GovemmeDtof  the 
claims  of  the  subjects  of  Eoropean  Powers,  tlioe 
will  be  time  and  a  disposilkm  to  make  a  suita- 
ble provision  for  those  of  citizens  of  the  UDited 
States." 

''Meanwhile,  you  have,  herewith  enclosed,! 
copy  of  a  statement  made  to  this  Department,  of 
a  claim  of  Archibald  Gracie  and  sons,  which  ap- 
pears to  stand  upon  grounds  so  peculiar  asd  oa- 
ezcepttonable,  that  we  eannot  bat  hope  the  Freseh 
Government  will  give  immediate  satisfiutiea 
upon  it  J  without  waiting  for  the  diseussioD  or  de 
lay  which  may  be  thought  necessary  for  othen, 
and  without  prejudice  or  disparagement  to  them." 


Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  MarquU  DessoUe, 

Foreign  Affairs. 

Paris,  FArmary  11, 1819. 

Monsieur  le  MAaauis:  I  haTS  the  boaorto 
transmit  to  your  Excellency  a  memorial,  addFe» 
ed  by  Mr.  Parish,  a  citizen  of  the  United  Suies, 
to  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Finance,  od  the 
subject  of  a  claim  which,  it  appears,  has  been  laid 
before  that  Department. 

Having  been  confined  for  the  last  three  weeks 
by  indisposition,  I  have  been  prevented  from  ask- 
ing an  interview  of  your  Excellency,  with  which 
I  was  desirous  of  being  favored  before  I  presented 
to  you  this  memorial,  and  renewed  my  applKa- 
tion  for  the  settlement  of  the  American  claims  k 
general.  But,  having  recently  received  very  sf«- 
cial  orders  from  my  Government,  accompaaied 
by  a  particular  recommendation  of  Mr.  Parish^ 
claim,  I  am  no  longer  at  liberty  to  defer  the  dis* 
cussion  of  this  interesting  concern. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  request  your  ExcelleDcy  to 
have  the  goodness  to  examine  thne  official  notes 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  the  Dake  of 
Richelieu  upon  the  subject  of  these  otaims,  aid 
to  which  I  have  yet  received  no  answer.  I  shall 
not  now  enlarge  upon  the  yiew  presented  in  mf 
note  of  the  9th  November,  1816.  By  that  of  (he 
22d  of  April,  1817,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  b^ 
tiatioDs  on  that  subject  were  suspended  solelf  in 
consideration  of  the  trying  situation  ia  which 
France  was  then  placed,  and|  especially  of  the 
embarrassments  of  the  administration  bytbeeDOC- 
mousand  unexpected  mass  of  claims  brooght  for- 
ward by  the  subjects  of  allied  Powers.  These 
obstacles  are  now  happily  removed ;  every  de 
mand  of  all  the  European  Powers  and  their  sab* 
jects  has  been  amicably  adjusted  and  settled.  The 
rights,  so  legitimate,  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  alone  remain  unsatisfied.  My  Govera- 
ment,  preserving  an  unshaken  confidence  ia  his 
Majesty,  cannot  doubt  that  the  time  has  at  In|tk 
arrived  when  ample  justice  will  be  rendered  to  its 
claims. 

With  respect  to  that  of  Mr.  Parish,  it  may  he 
remarked,  that  it  is  very  simple,  and  is  soseep^- 
ble  of  being  adjusted  without  waiting  the  resdi^ 
of,  or  in  the  least  interfering  with  a  general  set- 
tlement. In  fact,  the  cargoes  in  question,  were 
never  condemned,  but  were  only  sold  for  the  joist 
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>enefit  of  all,  and  the  proceeds  depostfed,  proTi- 
iionally,  in  the  Sinking  Fund.  \v  is  further  im- 
)ortant  to  remark,  that,  by  an  order  of  the  French 
jk)Ternment,  permission  was  granted  to  the  con- 
signees of  cargoes  sequestered  at  that  period,  at 
Antwerp,  Co  take  possession  and  dispose  of  them, 
m  their  giving  an  obligation  to  become  responsi- 
ble for  the  amount,  to  the  public  treasury,  m  the 
ivent  of  a  decision  pronouncing  their'  confisca- 
ion.  The  house  of  Mr.  Ridgway,  Consul  of 
he  United  States,  together  with  that  of  Mr.  Pa- 
ish.  refused  their  assent  to  a  condition  which  im- 
)lied  an  admission  of  the  legality  of  the  seizure. 
The  European  consi^ees,  with  whom  this  cop- 
ideration  bad  no  wetght,  received  and  sold  their 
roods,  and  their  obligations  were  subsequently  re- 
urned  to  them.  Thus,  by  refunding  to  the  bouses 
»f  Ridgway  and  Parish  the  proceeds  of  the  car- 
roes  consigned  to  them,  the  decision  which  was 
rirtually  carried  into  effect  in  the  case  of  all  oth- 
•rs,  similarly  situated,  will  only  receive  its  due 
ipplication  as  it  regards  them. 

I  have  to  observe,  that,  although  the  claims  of 
K>th  these  houses  are  perfectly  similar  to  each 
^ther,  that  of  Mr.  Parish  is  the  only  one  which 
;ppears  to  have  been  taken  into  consideration  by 
be  Department  of  Finance. 

In  the  hope  that  my  health  may  soon  permit 
ne  to  confer  personally  with  your  Excellency  I 
lave  the  honor  to  be,  «c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


Zztract  of  a  UUer  from  Mr,  GaUatin  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  dated 

Paris,  My  3, 1819. 

<<  I  transmitted,  in  my  despatch  No.  100,  the 
opy  of  the  letter  which  I  had  addressed  to  Mar- 
[ais  DessoUe,  on  the  11th  of  February  last,  on 
he  subject  of  American  claims  in  general,  and 
acre  particularly  of  that  of  Messrs.  Qraeie  and 
'arish. 

**  On  tlie  83d  of  March,  in  transmitting  to  the 
ame  Minister  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hyde  de  NenviUe, 
a  behalf  of  Mr.  Qraeie,  I  reminded  him  of  my 
irecedtng  note,  and  requested  that  a  report  which 
he  Director  General  of  the  Douanes  was  shortly 
o  make  on  the  claim,  might  be  communicated  to 
ne  before  the  Minister  of  Finances  should  decide 
ipon  it.  This  was  the  more  important  as  the  di- 
ector  was  known  to  be  decidedly  hostile  to  the 
laim,  and  to  the  restitution  of  any  sum  which 
Lad,  in  any  shape,  fonnd  its  way  to  the  public 
reaisury. 

*'  My  request  was  not  complied  with ;  but,  Mr. 
Parish  still  thought  that  the  aflair  had  taken  a 
avorable  turn,  bnd,  not  expecting  an  immediate 
lecision,  left  this  city  for  Antwerp,  and  went 
hence  on  some  business  to  Eneiand.  From  this 
ast  country  he  wrote  to  me  a  tew  days  ago,  and 
raaemitted  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  addressed 
o  him  by  the  Minister  of  Finances,  and  bv  which 
te  is  informed  that  his  claim  is  inadmissiole. 

*^  The  Minister's  letter  is  not  less  incorrect  as  to 
acta  than  weak  in  argument.  The  order  to  sell 
nd  to  pay  into  the  treasury  the  proceeds  of  the 


sales  of  sequestered  property,  is  not,  and  was  not, 
by  the  then  existing  Government,  considered  as  a 
condemnation.  When  the  vessels  in  question  ar- 
rived at  Antwerp,  the  only  penalty  to  which  they 
were  liable  for  having  touched  in  England  was, 
to  be  refused  admission,  and  the  only  question 
was,  whether  this  exclusion  should  be  enforced,  or 
whether  the  consignees  should  be  permitted  to 
sell  the  cargoes.  It  was  not  at  all,  ny  giving  a 
retrospective  effect  to  the  Milan  decree,  that  the 
cargoes  were  sold.  The  sale  took  place  about 
the  same  time  that  the  property  seized  at  St. 
Sebastian  vras  sold.  It  was  done  by  virtue  of 
an  order  from  Government,  distinct  from  the 
Rambouillet  decree,  and  for  which  no  motive  was 
assigned.  I  have  requested  Mr.  Parish's  lawyer 
to  procure  copies  of  the  order  of  sale,  and  of  that 
by  which  the  money  was  paid  into  the  public 
treasury,  instead  of  the  caisae  d'amortisaemerU  ;  for, 
although  the  substance  of  the  orders  is  known,  the 
text  has  not  been  communicated. 

<^  But,  however  easy  it  misht  be  to  answ^  the 
Minister's  letter,  there  would  be  some  inconve- 
nience in  pursuing  that  course,  or  in  prosecuting 
further  Mr.  Parish's  claim,  distinct  from  others  of 
the  same  nature." 

*<  The  decision  of  the  Minister  of  Finances, 
founded  on  the  assumed  principle  that  no  redress  • 
remains  when  the  money  has  been  paid  into  the 
treasury,  and  been  expended,  would  apply  with 
equal  force  to  all  the  American  claims.  If  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  combat  seriqusly  that  doctrine, 
it  will  be  better  to  do  it  generally,  and  in  a  direct 
correspondence  with  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, than  by  answering  a  letter  which  is  ndl  ad- 
dressed to  me,  and  applying  my  arguments  to  a 
single  case." 

"In  the  present  state  of  things  I  will  try,  until 
I  am  positively  instructed,  to  keep  the  negotiation 
alive,  but  witbont  urging  a  decision,  unless  I  can 
ascertain  that  a  favoraUe  result  will  be  thus  ob- 
tained." 


[translation.] 
7^  MwiisUr  of  FmoMce  to  Mr,  Parish, 

Paria,  May  32, 1819. 

Sir  :  You  have  applied,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Ar- 
chibald Gracie,  of  New  York,  for  the  restitution 
of  the  value  of  the  cargoes  of  three  American 
ships,  the  Perseverance,  the  Hiram,  and  the  Ma- 
ry, sequestered  by  the  Imperial  Government  in 
1807,  and  the  proceeds  of  which  were  afterwards 
confiscated  by  it. 

Having  had  a  detailed  statement  laid  before  me, 
of  the  circumstances  connected  with  this  trans- 
action, the  documents  exhibited  established  the 
following  iacts : 

By  a  decree^  issued  at  Berlin,  2l8t  November, 
1806,  the  British  islands  were  placed  in  a  state  of 
blockade.  By  articles  7  and  6  of  this  decree, 
every  vessel  coming  directly  from  England  or 
from  the  Enelish  colonies,  or  having  been  there 
since  the  publication  of  the  said  decree,  was  re- 
fused admission  into  any  port ;  and  every  vessel 
attempting  to  contravene  that  clause,  by  means 
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of  a  false  d^iaration,  was,  together  with  the  cargo, 
subject  to  seizure  and  ooofiscation,  as  if  they  were 
Eoglish  property.  It  was  while  these  legislative 
measures  were  in  force,  that  the  three  ships  in 
question  arrived  at  Antwerp,  to  your  address. 
They  had  put  into  Eogland;  a  circumstance 
which  was,  however,  not  considered  by  the  cus- 
tom-house as  an  irremissible  cause  of  confiscation, 
there  being  reason  to  presume  that  it  was  through 
stress  of  weather. 

In  the  interval  of  time  previous  to  the  decision 
wKch  was  to  be  made  by  the  chief  of  the  State, 
a  proposal  was  made  to  you  to  dispose,  condition- 
ally^ of  the  cargoes  of  these  vessels,  on  your  en- 
gaging  to  refund  the  proceeds,  in  the  event  of 
their  final  confiscation.  You  refused  your  assent 
to  this  offer,  and,  at  a  subsequent  period,  claimed 
its  execution ;  but  thin^  had  then  chan|^ed,  the 
legislative  measures  having  become  more  rigorous. 

By  a  decree  of  23d  November^  1807,  it  was  de- 
clared : 

Abt.  1.  "  That  all  vessels,  which,  afler  touchinff 
in  England,  from  any  cause  whatsoever,  shall 
enter  the  ports  of  France,  shall  be  seized  and  con- 
fiscated, together  with  their  cargoes,  without  ex- 
ception or  distinction  of  goods  and  merchandise." 

By  a  retrospective  effect,  which  I  am  certainly 
.very  far  from  wishing  to  justify^  but  to  which  it 
is  proper  to  advert  because  it  forms  one  of  the 
striking  features  ol  the  case,  this  decree  of  23d 
November  was  enforced  as  to  the  three  vessels. 
It  was  ineffectually  that  the  Director  Qeneral  of 
the  cusioms  represented  to  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  the  English  had  no  interest  whatever 
in  these  three  vessels,  and  that  they  were  solely 
and  bona  fide  American  property;  an  immediate 
sale  of  their  cargoes  having  been  ordered  by  the 
supreme  authority  on  the  4th  of  May,  1810.  This 
ord^r  was  carried  into  execution  on  the  15th  of 
June  following,  and  the  proceeds,  at  first  deposited 
in  the  sinking  fund,  were  subsequently  withdrawn, 
in  conformity,  also,  with  the  same  superior  orders, 
and  placed  in  the  public  treasury,  as  having  de- 
finitively become  the  property  of  the  State. 

I  admit  with  you,  sir,  the  iniquity  of  these 
measures;  and  with  you  I  deplore  their  effects; 
but  to  repair  them  is  not  within  the  compass  of 
my  power.  If  the  cargoes  in  question  still  existed 
in  the  custom-house  store,  they  should  be  imme- 
diately restored  to  you ;  but  they  were  sold,  and 
their  proceeds  no  longer  exist.  The  whole  trans- 
action was  terminated,  irrevocably  terminated, 
four  years  prior  to  the  restoration,  and  it  is  not 
within  the  power  of  His  Majesty's  Qovernment 
to  revive  an  obsolete  claim,  to  renew  a  discussion 
on  rights  which  are  extinct,  or  to  repair  individual 
losses  by  an  augmentation  of  the  public  burdens. 

With  the  expression  of  my  regrets,  be  pleased, 
sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  con- 
sideration. 

The  Minister  of  linanoe  and  Secretary  of  State, 

BARON  LOUIS. 


a  letter  to  the  Duke  de  Ricbeliea,  in  relatioa  to 
the  American  vessels  <<  Dolly"  and  '^  Telegrtpk," 
burnt  at  sea  by  two  French  frigates,  in  the  ItQer 
end  of  the  year  1811.  Mr.  Lagrange,  the  lawyer 
of  the  owners,  communicated  to  me  a  short  tine 
ago,  the  decision  of  the  Council  of  State  in  that 
case,  copy  of  which,  as  well  as  of  my  letter  to  the 
Duke  de  Richelieu,  is  herewith  enclosed.  Yoa 
will  thereby  perceive  that  the  application  for  in- 
demnity has  been  rejected,  principallv  od  the 
ground  that  the  French  captains  must  have  beca 
Ignorant  of  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees,  since  the  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811, 
was  not  published  till  the  8th  of  May,  1812. 

It  appeared  to  me  essential,  not  only  to  remon- 
strate against  this  flagrant  injustice,  bat  also  to 
refute  at  large  the  doctrine  thus  attempted  to  be 
established,  in  violation  of  the  solemn  engage- 
ments of  the  French  Gk>vemmant.  The  effect  the 
decision  might  have  on  our  claims  in  general,  and 
the  ground  which  had  been  uniformly  assomed  bf 
the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  in  its  dis- 
cussions with  that  of  Gkeat  Britain,  and  in  ail  the 
public  reports  made  on  that  subject,  are  coasidch 
ations  too  obvious  to  require  any  oomment  on  mf 
part.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the 
letter  which  I  have  addressed  to  Mr.  Pasquier  on 
the  occasion,  and  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  yon 
obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Hon.  John  Q^  Aoamb, 

Seantary  of  Statej  WashmpUm. 


No  140. 

Paris,  March  16, 1820. 
Sift:  I  had,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1818,  addressed 


Paris,  June  9, 1818. 

M0N8IEDB  LE  Due :  I  had  heretofore  abstained 
from  addressing  your  Excellency  on  the  subject  of 
special  American  claims  for  spoliations  committed 
on  our  commerce  by  the  French  authorities.  A 
general  decision  had  appeared,  and  still  seems  to 
be,  the  most  eligible  mode  of  coming  to  a  satisfac- 
tory arrangement.  Being,  however,  inforffled, 
that  some  oases  are  still  pending  before  tht  Coqb- 
cil  of  State,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  depart  id  these 
iiutances  from  the  line  of  conduct  I  had  adopted. 

I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your 
Excellency  a  memoir,  addressed  to  the  Kiog  is 
Council,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  ship* 
and  cargoes  of  the  American  vessels  Dolly  ud 
Telegraph,  burnt  at  sea  in  November  and  Decern* 
her,  1811,  by  the  French  frigates  la  Meduseaod 
la  Nymphe. 

It  IS  certainly  preposterous  to  suppose  that  His 
Majesty's  Council  will,  at  this  time,  condeos 
American  vessels  for  any  presumed  eontraveatioa 
to  the  iniqiiitous  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Miias- 
But  a  discussion  of  that  point  is  not  even  Deces- 
sary  in  these  cases.  It  is  evident  that  those  fei- 
sels  were  destroyed  several  months,  at  least,  after 
the  solemn  revocation  of  those  decrees,  so  &r  as 
respected  the  United  States.  It  is  equally  erident 
that  neither  the  presumed  fact  that  the  captors  were 
ignorant  of  that  revocation,  nor  the  oini«sioo  of 
formalities,  to  use  no  stronger  language,  00  their 
part,  can  be  plead  against  the  Anwricaa  owoecs. 
it  seems  unnecessary,  in  a  case  so  plain,  to  enforce 


2957 


APPENDIX. 


2958 


Al^tOC^OM  «M  AlflMU»--4M{ia<<0M. 


these  argnmenU,  or  to  anticipate  objections.  Id 
simply  recommending  it  to  yoar  Bxcelieooy'fl  at- 
teniioD,  I  fed  a  perfect  confidence  that  the  parties 
vill  obtain  from  his  Majesty's  Council  that  de- 
cisioD  in  their  favor,  which  has  been  too  ion^  pro- 
tracted, and  to  which  they  are  so  justly  entitled. 
I  pray  yoor  Bxcellency  to  accept,  dtc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

His  Ex'cy  the  Duke  de  Ricbelieu, 

MMMer  of  E»tign  AfiirSf  fe. 


[TRAN8LATI0M.] 

COUNCIL  OF  STATE. 

Extradfron  the  RtgisUt  of  ddiberationBy  union  23d 

December^  1819. 

LooiB,  by  the  grace  of  Qod,  King  of  France  and 

Navarre,  upon  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Ques- 
tions : 

Having  seen  the  petition  presented  to  us  in  the 
oame  of  the  proprietors  and  owners  of  the  Ameri- 
can ships  the  ioGf,  and  the  Tdegraph,  captured 
OB  the  29th  November,  and  6th  December,  1811,  by 
tiie  French  frigates  tne  Mechue  and  the  Nympke, 
and  barnt  at  sea,  by  the  orders  of  Mr.  RaonI,  Cap- 
tatD  of  the  frigate  ikfeduM,  and  commander  of 
said  diTision,  the  said  petition  being  registered  at 
the  Secretary's  General's  office  of  our  Council  of 
Slate,  the  11th  June,  1818,  and  that  it  would  be 
oar  pleasure, 

IsL  To  declare  the  said  captures  null  and  ille^l ; 

2d.  To  ordain  that  the  proprietors  of  said  ships, 
and  of  their  lading,  should  be  indemnified  for  the 
loses  which  the  burning  them  has  occasioned ; 

3d.  To  remit  them  to  the  legal  tribunal  for  the 
liquidation  of  said  indemnities,  under  the  reserva- 
tioo  of  all  means  and  exceptions;  especially  to 
proceed  and  conclude,  as  shall  be  proper,  against 
the  authors  or  accomplices  of  the  abstractions 
vhieh  they  pretend  to  have  been  committed  on 
hoard  of  the  two  ships,  and  generally  under  all  the 
resertations  of  right ; 

Hariog  seen  the  procds-verbal  of  the  capture, 
and  of  the  burning  of  the  American  ships  Dolly 
tod  Telegraph,  which  occurred  at  sea  on  the  29th 
Norember  and  6th  December,  1811,  signed  by  the 
Captain,  Lieutenant,  Ensigns  de  Vaisseau,  fsec- 
ood  Lieutenants,)  and  Purser^  (agent  compatiole,) 
composing  the  crew  of  the  frigate  la  Meduse: 

luTine  seen  the  acts  of  protest  and  declaration 
uttde  before  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  at 
L'Orient,  to  wit:  by  Mr.  Stephen  Bayard,  Cap- 
tiin  of  the  ship  Telegraph,  on  the  11th  January, 
1812,  and  by  Mr.  William  Friat,  passen^r  on 
hoard  the  Dolly,  and  calling  himself  proprietor  of 
dirers  merchandise  embarked  on  board  of  said  ves- 
Kl,  dated  the  29th  December,  1811 : 

HsTtng  seen  the  bills  of  lading  and  affidavits 
annexed  to  these  declarations: 

Having  seen  the  conclusions,  dated  31st  October. 
1814,  of  the  Attorney  (General,  before  the  Council 
of  Prizes,  to  whom  these  claims  had  been  sub- 
mitted: 
Having  seen  the  decisions  made  by  this  council, 

^  the  same  31st  October,  1814,  by  which  it  was 


ordained  that,  before  a  decree,  the  persons  com- 
posing the  crews  of  the  frigates  la  Meduie  and  la 
Nymphe  should  be  interrogated  upon  the  difierent 
circumstances  of  said  captures : 

Having  seen  the  proces- verbal  of  the  interrog- 
atories undergone^  on  the  13  January,  1815,  by 
Mr.  Raoul,  captain  of  the  frigate  la  Meduse,  and 
Mr.  Crom,  at  that  time  boatswain's  mate  in  the 
same  frigate,  from  which  it  results,  that  the  cap- 
tures and  burifings  took  place  in  consequence  of 
their  instructions,  which  prescribed  to  them  the 
execution  of  the  JBerlin  and  Milan  decrees : 

Having  seen  the  decrees,  dated  that  of  Berlin 
on  the  21st  November,  1806,  and  that  of  Milan 
on  the  23d  November  and  17th  December,  1807 : 

Considering  that  it  is  evident  that  the  ship 
Dotty,  laden  with  merchandise  for  Havana,  sailed 
from  Liverpool,  a  port  of  the  English  dominion, 
and  that  the  ship  the  Telegraph,  laden  with  flour 
at  Philadelphia,  was  destined  for  Lisbon,  at  that 
time  occupied  by  the  English  troops;  and  that, 
since  that  time,  these  vessels  sailed  m  contraven- 
tion of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees : 

Considering  that  the  first  public  notification 
which  was  given  of  the  revocation  of  said  decrees, 
with  respect  to  the  Americans,  took  place  only  by 
the  notes  inserted  in  the  Moniteur,  of  the  8th  of 
May,  1812,  several  months  after  the  capture  of  said 
vessels,  and  that,  from  that  time,  the  captains  of 
the  la  Mediue  and  la  Nymphe  could  not  know  it ; 
and  that  it  even  appears,  according  to  the  note 
dated  12tii  Bdarch,  1812,  imputed  by  the  petition- 
ers to  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States,  that,  at  that  time,  this  Minister  himself 
did  not  know  it: 

Having  heard  our  Council  of  State,  we  have 
ordained  and  do  ordain  as  follows : 

Art.  1.  The  petition  of  the  proprietors  and  own- 
ers of  the  ships  Tel^yrag^  and  Dolly  is  rejected, 
without  prejudging  any  thing  of  the  reservations 
inserted  in  their  conclusions. 

Art.  2.  Our  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  Minister  Sec^* 
retary  of  State  of  the  Derartment  of  Justice,  and 
our  Minister  Secretary  of  state  of  the  Department 
of  the  Marine  and  of  the  Colonies,  are  charged, 
each  in  what  concerns  him,  with  the  execution  or 
the  present  ordinance. 

Approved  the  29th  December,  iai9. 

LOUIS. 

By  the  King,  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  Minister 
of  Justice. 

H.  DE  SERRB. 

Copy  conform  to  the  minute  registered  at  Paris, 
the  6th  January,  1820,  by  Billard,  who  had  re- 
ceived 29f.  50c.  duty  included. 

The  Secretary  Qenerai  of  the  Council  of  State. 

HOCHET. 


Mr,  Gallatin  to  Baron  Paiquier. 

Paris,  March  15, 1820. 

Sir  :  The  American  brig  "  Dolly,"  bound  from 
Liverpool  to  Havana  and  New  Orleans,  with  a 
valuable  cargo,  was  captured  or  burnt  at  sea.  on 
the  29th  of  November.  1811,  by  the  French  frig- 
ates <<  Meduse"  and  "  Nymphe.^'    On  the  6th  De- 
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cember  following,  the  same  frigates  also  captured 
and  burnt  the  American  ship  "Telegraph,"  bound 
from  New  York  to  Lisbon,  with  a  cargo  consist- 
ing principally  of  flour.  Mr.  Barlow,  then  Min- 
ister of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  addressed,  on 
the  12th  of  March,  1812,  a  strong  remonstrance 
on  the  subject  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  then  Min- 
ister of  Exterior  Relations.  The  death  of  the 
American  Consul,  with  whom  the  captains  of  the 
vessels  destroyed  had  left  their  powers,  and  the 
interruption  of  the  communications,  occasioned 
by  the  war  which  took  place  in  1812,  between  the 
united  States  and  Great  Britain,  created  a  delay 
in  the  regular  application  of  the  parties^  and  pre- 
vented an  immediate  decision.  The  affair  in  the 
meanwhile  took  the  unual  course,  and  was  trans- 
ferred, in  1815,  from  the  Council  of  Prizes  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Council  of  State.  On  the  ap- 
plication of  the  parties,  I  had  the  honor,  on  the 
9th  of  June,  1818,  to  transmit  their  menwire  to  his 
Excellency  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  and  added  such 
short  observations  as  the  cabc  seemed  to  require. 

It  was  with  equal  astonishment  and  regfret,  that 
I  received,  a  few  days  ago,  the  information  that 
the  application  of  the  parties  for  indemnity  had 
been  rejected  bya  decision  of  the  Council  of  State, 
of  the  23d  of  December,  1819,  on  the  following 
grounds : 

"  Consid6rant  qu'il  est  constant  que  le  navirele 
Dolly  charge  de  marchandises  k  la  destination  de 
la  Havane.  sortoit  de  Liverpool,  port  de  la  do- 
mination An^ise,  et  que  ie  navire  le  TeUffraphe, 
charge  de  farine  k  Philadelphie,  6toit  destin6  pour 
Lisbonne,  occupy  k  cette  6qoque  par  les  troupes 
Anglaises ;  et  que,  dds  lors,  ces  bfttiments  navigu- 
oient  en  contravention  auz  dterets  de  Berlin  et  de 
Milan : 

'<  Consid^rant  que  la  premidre  notification  pu- 
blique  qui  ait  6t6  donn6e  du  d6cret  de  r6vocatioB 
des  dits  d£crets,,4  P6^rd  des  Am^ricaina,  n'a  eu 
lieu  que  par  les  notes  msir^es  dans  ie  Moniteur  du 
huit  Mai,  1812,  plusieurs  mois  apvds  la  prise  des 
dits  blitimens,  et  que,  dds  lors,  les  capicaines  de  la 
M^duse  et  de  la  Nympbe  ne  pourroient,  en  avoir 
connoissanee;  et  qu'il  paroit  m^me,  d'apr^  la 
note  en  date  du  12  Mars,  1812,  attribute  par  les 
requ^rans  au  Ministre  Plenipotcntiaire  des  EUals 
Unis,  qu'il  &  cette  ftpoque  lui-m^me  ne  la  eonnois- 
aoit  pas: 

<'  Notre  Conseil  d'Etat  entendu,"  dkc. 

I  must  in  the  first  place  enter  my  most  solemn 
protest  against  this  decision,  so  far  as  it  seems  to 
sanction  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  These 
acts  were  in  flagrant  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions and  of  common  justice.  The  United  States 
never  acquiesced  in  them, and  have  never  ceased  to 
claim  the  indemnity  justly  due  to  American  cit- 
izens for  the  injuries  and  losses  they  suffered  by 
reason  of  those  illegal  enactments.  But  it  is  un- 
necessary, on  this  occasion,  to  discuss  that  ques- 
tion. The  owners  of  the  DoUy  and  Telegraj^ 
claimed  indemnity  solely  on  the  ground  of  the 
previous  revocation  of  the  decrees,  so  far  as  they 
applied  to  the  American  commerce ;  and  it  is  to 
that  point  alone  that  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  Ex- 
cellency's attention. 


I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  whether,  by  the 
decision  of  the  Council  of  State,  it  was  intended 
to  assert  that  the  k^norance,  on  the  part  of  the 
French  captains,  ofthe  revocation  of  the  decrees, 
deprives  the  parties  of  their  right  to  an  indemoity, 
or  to  suggest  that  the  revocation  was  to  take  effect 
only  from  the  date  of  its  publication  in  the  Moni- 
teur.   Both  positions  are  equally  untenable. 

The  Council  of  State  seems  to  have  been  un- 
acquainted with  the  circumstances  which  attend- 
ed the  revocation  of  the  decrees,  and  to  have  sup- 
posed that  that  revocation  depended  only  on  a 
decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  and  to  have 
considered  this  last  decree,  not  as  the  result  of  a 
solemn  engagement,  but  as  a  mere  municipal  law, 
or,  at  best,  as  a  gratuitous  concession  to  tne  Uni- 
ted States.  It  is  difficult,  even  on  that  supposi- 
tion, to  understand  how  they  couid  omit  sito- 
gether  to  take  notice  of  the  clause  which  gives  to 
the  decree  a  retrospective  effect.  But  it  is  not  on 
that  decree,  as  an  insulated  act,  that  the  United 
States  found  their  demand  for  indemnity.  A  re- 
capitulation of  the  facts  connected  with  the  revo- 
cation will  place  the  question  on  its  true  ground. 
Permit  me  first  to  take  notice  of  an  error  in  the 
sutement  of  the  Council. 

This  error  consists  in  supposing  that  the  Minis- 
ter of  the  United  States,  when  writing  his  letter 
of  the  12th  of  March,  1812,  to  the  Duke  of  Bas- 
sano^ was  not  aware  of  the  revocation  of  the 
Berhn  and  Milan  decrees.  His  ignorance  in  that 
respect,  had  it  been  real,  would  not  have  affected 
the  rights  of  the  claimants;  but  the  supposition, 
on  the  part  of  the  Council  of  State,  that  he  was 
unacquainted  with  it,  is  an  evident  proof  that 
their  own  decision  is  founded  in  error,  and  most 
be  solely  ascribed  to  the  facts  not  having  be» 
properly  laid  before  them.  If,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Minister  of  External  Relations,  Mr.  Barlow  did  not 
mention  by  name  the  revocation  of  the  illeg^  de- 
crees, it  was  because  he  considered  the  burning  at 
sea  of  two  American  vessels  as  a  wanton  outran 
not  at  all  connected  with  those  decrees,  which. 
indeed,  did  not  authorize  any  such  proceeding. 
It  was,  perhaps,  alio  because  the  revocation  wa& 
so  well  known,  both  to  him  and  to  the  Duke  of 
Bassano,  that  it  bad  become  unnecessary  (s  refer 
to  it  on  everv  occasion.  That  it  was  thus  known, 
is  si^ciently  proven  by  all  the  correspondence 
between  them,  as  ir  stands  in  the  archives  of  the 
department  over  which  your  Excellency  presides. 
It  will  be  sufficient  for  me  to  quote  Mr.  fiarlow's 
letter  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  of  the  ^h  of  Febm- 
ary,  1812,  and  written,  therefore,  about  a  month 
prior  to  the  time  at  which  he  is  supposed  to  hare 
been  ignorant  of  the  revocation.  In  that  leitei 
(of  the  6ih  of  February^  1812)  Mr.  Barlow  com- 
plains that  the  brig  Belisarius  of  New  York  was 
about  to  be  confiscated  as  liable  to  the  decree  of 
Milan,  and  then  says:  '*I  know  positively  that 
this  American  vessel  left  New  York  the  17th  of 
June,  1811,  seven  months  aAer  the  revocation  of 
the  decrees  of  Milan  and  Berlin !"  He  concludes 
by  ascribing  the  decision  to  an  error  of  date,  bf 
which  the  year  1810  may  have  been  taken  foMhe 
year  1811,  and  asking  for  a  revision  of  the  auir. 
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The  Dak«  of  Bassano>  in  bis  answer,  dated  the 
16th  of  March,  1812,  iDforms  Mr.  Barlow  that  the 
difficulty  ia  that  case  arose  from  some  irregalaritr 
in  the  ship-papers  respecting  the  ownership,  which 
wms  a  formal  contravention  of  the  rules  of  navi- 
i;atioa  sreneraily  adopted  and  established  at  all 
times  ;  that  the  vessel  and  the  part  of  the  cargo  of 
which  the  ownership  (povr  compU)  was  proven, 
wottld  be  given  ap,  and  time  allowed  to  establish 
the  fitct  that  the  residue  of  the  cargo  was  Ameri- 
caa  jfif  operur,  conformably  to  the  ancient  rales. 

All  the  facts  relative  to  the  revocation  of  the 
decrees  are,  indeed,  so  perfectly  known  to  the 
French  Department  of  Foreign  Afikirs,  that  I 
thought  it  unnecessary,  in  my  letter  of  the  9th  of 
Jane,  1818,  to  his  Excellency  the  Duke  de  Riche- 
lieu, to  say  any  thing  more  on  the  subject,  bat 
barely  to  refer  to  it.  I  had  presumed  that  every 
ezplanation  on  that  point  which  the  Council  of 
State  might  require,  would  be  of  course  sapplied 
by  that  department;  and  the  following  statement 
of  facu  is  intended  for  that  body^  and  not  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  any  new  information  •  to  your 
ExceUeocy. 

It  is  wdl  known  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  attempted,  by  various  successive 
measures  of  the  most  moderate  and  conciliatory 
nature,  to  avert  the  injuries  inflicted  on  the  com- 
merce of  their  citizens  by  the  unlawful  decrees  of 
France  and  Qreat  Britain,  to  obtain  redress  for 
those  injuries,  and,  above  all,  to  induce  both 
Pofrers  to  rescind  those  decrees,  and  to  adopt  a 
coarse  consistent  with  justice,  and  with  the  ac- 
knowledged law  of  nations. 

An  embargo  of  fifteen  months'  duration  was 
succeeded  by  the  act  of  Congress,  of  the  1st  of 
Mareh,  18Q9,  which  prohibited  the  introduction 
of  British  and  French  merchandise  ia  the  United 
States,  aad  interdicted  their  ports  to  vessels  of 
both  aations.  To  this  tempoiary  act,  whieh  ex- 
pired on  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  another  was  sub- 
stituted, of  the  same  date,  by  which  it  was  en- 
acted, 1st,  That  the  ports  of  the  Uaited  Sutes 
should  he  interdicted  to  the  armed  vessels  of  France 
aod  Qfeat  Britain ;  2dly,  That,  if  either  of  those 
two  Posrcrs  should,  prior  to  the  3d  March,  1811, 
revoke  its  aniawful  edicu,  ^  which  fact  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  should  declare  bf  proc- 
lamation,) the  iolerdictioa  thus  imposed  on  armed 
vessels  should  cease,  in  relation  to  such  Power ; 
3dly,  That,  if  the  other  nation  should  not,  in  that 
case,  revoae  her  nnlawfol  edicts  within  three 
months  thereafter,  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the 
act  of  the  1st  of  March,  1809,  that  is  to  say,  the 
prohibition  to  import  merchandise,  and  the  inter- 
dicticMi  of  all  vessels,  should,  at  the  eatpiratton  of 
three  months  afWr  the  proclamation  aforesaid,  be 
rerived,  in  relation  to  the  nation  thus  refosing  to 
reiroke  her  edicts. 

This  last  act  of  Congress,  of  the  1st  May,  1810, 
having  beea  comtnaoieated  both  to  the  French 
and  to  the  British  Government,  the  Dake  de  Ca- 
dore,  then  Minister  of  Bxternal  Relations,  ad- 
dressed, on  the  5th  of  August,  1810.  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Armstrong,  then  Minister  of  the  Uaited  States 
at  Paris^  ia  which,  after  having  oonmeoted  on 


the  various  acts  of  Congress,  he  say;* :  "  In  this 
new  state  of  things,  I  am  authorized  to  declare  to 
you,  that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  re- 
voked, and  that,  after  the  first  of  November,  they 
will  cease  to  have  effect;  it  being  understood  that, 
in  consequence  of  this  .declaration,  the  English 
shall  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  and  renounce 
the  new  principles  of  blockade  which  they  have 
wished  to  establish,  or  that  the  United  States, 
conformably  to  the  act  you  have  just  communi- 
cated, shall  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by 
the  English." 

The  eteoution  of  this  revocation  depended, 
then,  on  the  alternative  of  two  conditions,  one  of 
which  was  not  ander  the  control  of  the  United 
States;  but  the  other  was  only  that  they  should 
act  conformably  to  what  the^  had  already  an- 
nounced to  be  their  determination. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  did,  ac- 
cordingly, by  his  proclamation,  of  the  2d  of  No- 
vember, 1810,  declare,  that  the  decrees  of  France, 
in  question,  had  been  revoked,  so  as  to  have  ceased 
to  have  effect  on  the  1st  of  that  month,  and  that 
all  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  were  henceforth  to 
cease,  in  relation  to  France. 

On  the  same  day,  the  2d  of  November,  1810, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the 
United  States  transmitted  the  President's  procla- 
mation to  the  several  collectors  of  customs,  and 
gave  them  instructions  for  the  immediate  admis- 
sion of  French  armed  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  exclusion  of  all  British 
vessels,  and  the  prohibition  of  all  British  mer- 
chandise, after  the  2d  of  February,  1811,  that  is 
to  say,  three  months  after  the  date  of  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation,  in  case  they,  the  said  collec- 
tors, should  not,  before  that  day,  be  ofiieially  no- 
tified, bv  the  Treasury  Departmoit,  that  Great 
Britain  kad  revoked  her  unlawful  edicts. 

Although  both  those  documents  were,  at  the 
time,  officially  communicated  to  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, copies  are  again  herewith  enclosed. 

Great  Britain  not  having  revoked  her  edicts, 
the  interdiction  of  her  vessels  and  merchandise 
took  place  accordingly,  on  the  2d  of  February, 

1811.  It  received  an  additional  sanction  by  the 
act  of  Congress,  of  the  2d  of  March  following, 
and  eontiaued  in  force  till  the  month  of  June, 

1812,  when,  in  addition  to  that  measure,  Great 
Britain  still  persevering  in  her  refusal,  the  United 
States  found  themselves  at  last  obliged  to  declare 
war  against  her. 

The  Uaited  States  having  thus,  with  perfect 
ffood  faith,  fulfilled  the  engagement  contracted 
by  their  act  of  the  1st  of  Majr,  l^Oj  and  on  which 
the  execution  of  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  was  made  to  depend,  it  follows, 
that  the  right  to  demand  the  complete  execution 
of  that  revocation  from  the  1st  of  November,  1810, 
and  an  indemnity  in  every  case  where  injuries 
were  sustained  subsequent  to  that  day,  by  Ameri- 
can citizens,  under  color  of  those  decrees,  is  fully 
established  as  the  result  of  a  positive  compact, 
and  is  altogether  independent  of  any  subsequent 
act  of  the  French  Government.  That  right  would 
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remain  entire,  even  if  tbat  Qofernmenl  bad  de- 
parted from  their  engagement,  and  had  attempted 
to  revive  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  with  re- 
spect to  the  United  States.  This,  however,  was 
not  the  case. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1810,  two  letters 
were  addressed,  one  by  the  Duke  of  Massa,  Min- 
ister of  Justice,  to  the  President  of  the  Council 
of  Prizes,  the  other  bv  the  Duke  of  G<iete,  Minis- 
ter of  Finance,  to  the  Director  (General  of  the 
Customs.  Both  letters  recapitulate  the  paragraph 
already  quoted,  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore's  letter,  of 
the  5tb  of  August,  1810.  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  and 
the  substance  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  circular  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Department,  of  the 
2d  of  November,  1810.  The  Director  General  of 
the  Customs  is  accordingly  informed,  that  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  must  ftot  be  applied  to 
any  American  vessels  that  have  entered  French 
ports  since  the  1st  of  November,  or  may  enter  in 
future.  By  the  letter  of  the  Grand  Judge,  Minis- 
ter of  Justice,  it  is  ordered  that,  "in  consequence 
of  the  •engagement  entered  into  by  the  United 
States,  (the  President's  proclamation,  and  the  cir- 
cular of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,)  all  the 
causes  that  may  be  pending  in  the  Council  of 
Prizes  of  captures  of  American  vessels,  made  after 
the  1st  of  November,  and  those  that  may,  in  fu- 
ture, be  brought  before  it,  shall  not  be  judged  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  Milan,  but  they  shall  remain  suspended ;  the 
vessels  captured  or  seized,  to  remain  onlv  in  a 
state  of  sequestration,  and  the  rights  of  the  pro- 
prietors being  reserved  for  them,  until  the  2d  of 
February  next,  the  period  at  which,  the  United 
States  having  fulfilled  the  engagement  to  cause 
their  rights  to  be  respected,  the  said  captures  shall 
be  declared  null  by  the  Council,  and  the  Ameri- 
can vessels  restored,  together  with  their  cargoes, 
to  their  proprietors." 

It  is  not  irrelevant  to  observe,  that  these  two 
letters  were  immediately  made  public  in  France. 
They  appeared  even  in  a  Bordeaux  newspaper  as 
early  as  the  30th  of  December. 

Accordingly,  as  soon  as  the  restrictions  on  Brit- 
ish vessels  and  on  British  merchandise,  as  an- 
nounced by  the  previous  acts  of  the  American 
Government  had  actually  been  carried  into  effect, 
on  the  2d  of  February,  1811,  and  an  account  of 
it  bad  been  received  by  the  French  Government, 
the  American  vessels  were  admitted  to  entry  in 
the  French  ports,  although  they  might  have  been 
in  contravention  to  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees; 
and  the  vessels  which  had  been  captured  subse- 
quent to  the  1st*  November,  1810,  by  virtue  of 
those  decrees,  were  released  in  all  cases  where 
some  other  objection,  unconnected  with  those  de- 
crees, such  as  the  question  of  ownership  in  the 
case  of  the  Belisarius,  did  not  occur. 

It  was  with  reference  to  all  these  circumstances 
that  his  Ezcellencv  the  Minister  of  Marine,  in  a 
letter  of  the  30th  of  November,  1818,  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  State,  stated  that  the  revocation  of  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decree  had  been  definitively  pro- 
nounced only  on  the  2d  of  February,  1811.    His 


expressions  are,  *'qae  le  Capitaine  Raool,  con* 
mandant  les  deux  frigates,  parti  de  la  iiTierede 
Nantes  de  28  t>teembre,  1810,  n'a  pts  svotr  toi- 
noissances  de  la  revocation  des  dkenu  de  Berlin  it 
de  Milan,  k  l'^;ard  des  Am6ricaiD%  rftvocttioBqai 
n'a  €i€  d^finitivemeat  prononcte  que  le  2  Fiitm 
suivant."  Without  admitting  the  correctacsi  of 
that  statement  in  ail  iu  parts,  it  is  at  least  evidcot 
that  the  Miuster  knew,  and  that  theCooncilof 
State  might  have  seen,  by  that  letter,  that  tkm 
was  some  other  act  besides,  and  previoQi  to  tke 
decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  by  wkich  ike 
revocation  had  been  already  defiaitivelf  pro* 
nounoed. 

The  general  admission  of  American  veueh  lo 
entry  was  announced  to  Mr.  Russell,  Chtrgi  4e 
Affaires  of  the  United  States,  by  a  letter  of  the 
Duke  of  Bassano^  of  the  4th  May,  1811.  To 
prove  that  no  distinction  was  made  with  reipect 
to  vessels,  in  contravention  to  the  BerUn  tad  Mi- 
lan decrees,  it  will  be  sufficient,  in  addiiios  to 
the  case  of  the  Belisarius,  to  mention  that  of  tbc 
New  Orleans  Packet. 

That  vessel  arrived  from  Gibraltar,  at  Bordeicx, 
the  3d  of  December.  1810,  and  had,  besides^  been 
boarded  by  two  public  British  venels.  8ht  wit 
immed  lately,  for  these  express  causes,  seized  bf  t^ 
Director  of  Customs,  as  having  violated  the  Milu 
decree.  On  the  representation  of  the  Amcricai 
Charge  d'Affairea,  and  in  conformity  witii  tbe 
letter  of  the  Minister  of  Finances,  of  the  25cli  of 
December,  1810,  which  has  already  been  quoinl, 
the  vessel  and  cargo  were  restored  to  the  cod- 
signees,  on  giving  bond  to  pay  the  estimated  ralae, 
should  it  definitively  be  so  decided.  And,  ic- 
cording  to  orders  siven  to  that  effect,  the  boid 
was  cancelled  shorUy  after  the  date  of  the  Dokeof 
Bassaoo's  letter  of  the  4th  of  May,  1811. 
.  With  respect  to  vessels  captured  snbseqocfit  to 
the  1st  of  Nevember,  1810, 1  can  appeal  to  the  ree* 
ords  of  the  Court  of  Prizes  for  proof,  that  not  • 
single  one  was  condemned  for  a  contravention  lo 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees*  The  arebires  of 
this  l^^ation,  though  necessarily  defective  in  t^t 
respect,  enable  me  to  mention  the  following  ves- 
sels, viz :  Two  Brothers,  Good  Intent,  Star,  Nep- 
tune, and  Acastus,  all  of  which,  having  been 
captured  and  brought  into  port  for  having  coo- 
travened  those  decrees,  were  acquitted  and  racism 
ed,  in  consequence  of  tneir  revocaticui.  Whether, 
besides  the  Dolly  and  Telegraph,  there  might  sot 
be  some  other  cases  which  remained  undecided  in 
April,  1814, 1  cannot  positively  assert  Theie  is 
none  within  my  knowledge. 

It  is  material  to  add,  that  all  the  Teesels  wbie^ 
I  have  mentioned,  were  released  before  the  8ili « 
May,  1812,  the  day  on  which  the  decree  of  ibe 
28th  of  April,  1811,  is  suied,  by  the  Cooocilo^ 
State,  to  nave  been  published  in  the  Moniieor. 
And  your  Excellency  may  have  perceived,  thtt, 
in  the  preceding  statement  of  facts,  I  hare  oot 
alluded  to  that  decree.  Indeed,  if  the  Coancil  o( 
State,  instead  of  suggesting  that  the  revocatiooot 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  was  unknown  to  ib« 
Minister  of  the  United  States,  at  the  time  wiie> 
he  wrote  his  letter  of  the  12th  of  March,  ISI^ 
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bad  onljr  said,  that  he  was  unacqaainted  with  the 

deem  of  the  28th  April,  1811, 1  would,  whilst 
showiog,  as  I  have  done,  that  his  igaorance  in 
thit  respect  was  inrelevant  to  the  question,  have 
icteowledged  the  fact  to  be  true.  That  decree 
WIS  first  communicated  to  him  on  the  10th  of 
May,  1812,  and  did  not  reach  the  Gbvernment  of 
tbeUoited  States  till  the  13th  of  July  following, 
ibat  is  to  say,  one  month  afler  war  had  been  de- 
clared against  England.  It,  therefore,  had  no 
effect  on  anv  of  their  acts,  or  any  part  of  their 
eoodoct  The  compact  was  complete  without  it, 
lod  rested  on  the  official  declarations  of  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Relations,  and  on  the  execution 
of  the  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  French  €lov- 
ennDCDt  In  that  manner  what  Govermnent  chose 
to  aoDOonce  the  revocation  to  its  officers  and 
Hibjects.  was  immaterial  to  the  United  States. 
Tbe  only  point  in  which  they  were  concerned, 
was,  that  that  revocation  should,  according  to  the 
eogagement,  be  faithfully  carried  into  effect.  And 
this  i&  Che  reason  why  1  thought  it  necessary  to 
show  in  what  manner  it  was  executed  in  France. 
WbjT  the  publication  of  the  decree  of  the  28th 
April,  1811,  was  delayed,  is  not  known  to  the 
Uoited  States,  and  they  have  no  interest  in  know- 
ing it.  The  delay  cannot  affect  them,  since  their 
rights,  foanded  on  compact,  are  independent  of 
the  decree,  and  would  be  precisely  the  same  if  it 
had  never  been  enacted. 

Had  all  these  facts  been  brought  within  the 
view  of  the  Council  of  Sute:  badthat  body  been 
iware  that  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  had  been  the  result  of  an  engagement  taken 
Vf  the  French  Crovernment,  on  a  condition  which 
lad  been  faithftilly  fulfilled  by  that  of  the  United 
States ;  had  they  been  informed  that  it  was  thus 
ttosidered  by  the  former  Government  of  France, 
ud  that  ewery  decision  Which  had  heretofore 
tikeo  place  in  relation  to  American  vessels,  was 
eoosisteot  with  the  principle  that  those  decrees 
liad  ceased  to  have  effect  with  respect  to  Ameri- 
can commerce,  from  the  1st  of  Norember,  1810 ; 
it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  the  presumed  ig- 
ooriQce  of  that  revocation,  on  the  part  of  the 
ctptaios  of  two  French  frigates,  could  have  been 
^1^  as  a  reason  why  the  owners  of  the  Dolly 
ud  Telegraph  should  not  be  indemnified  for  the 
^traction  of  their  vessels  and  cargoes,  more  than 
6De  year  after  that  ditte. 

That  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  captains 
loty  be  accepted  as  a  sufficient  justification  for 
^^  part  of  their  conduct,  so  far  as  respects 
their  responsibility  towards  their  own  Govern- 
tteat ,  if  that  Goyernment  thinks  it  proper.  That 
i>  a  point  in  which  the  United  States  have  no 
concern.  But  that  circumstance  cannot  release 
the  Government  of  France  from  their  engage- 
twnt  with  that  of  America,  that  the  decrees 
<hoald  have  no  effect  after  the  1st  of  November, 
1810,  nor  from  the  obligation  of  indemnifying 
the  American  citizens  who  may,  in  contravention 
^  that  engagement,  have  sustained  losses  by  the 
cnoneous  application  of  those  decrees  subsequent 
to  that  day. 

The  Government  of  France,  having  once  en* 


tered  into  that  engagement,  became  responsible 
for  its  faithful  and  complete  execution.  The 
solemn  promise  was  made  the  5th  of  August,  1810, 
and  it  became  irrevocable,  provided  the  condition 
attached  to  it  was  fulfilled.  In  postponing  th^ 
execution  till  the  1st  of  November,  an  epoch  fixed 
by  the  French  Government  itself,  time  was  taken, 
sufficient  in  its  own  opinion,  to  give  the  necessary 
orders,  and  to  insure  the  performance  of  the 
promise.  It  became  the  duty  of  that  Government 
to  give  instructions  to  that  effect  to  their  tribunals 
and  officers ;  and  they  are  bound  to  indemnify,  if, 
through  neglect,  or  any  other  cause,  some  of  their 
naval  officers  were  not  duly  instructed,  and  Amer- 
ican citizens  have  suffered  any  injury  on  that  ac- 
count. The  condition  annexed  to  the  rerocation, 
as  announced  on  the  5th  of  August,  1810,  was 
only  that  the  United  States  should  act  in  con- 
formity with  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  of  May 
preceding.  As  there  was,  of  course,  the  strongest 
probability  that  that  condition  would  be  fulfilled, 
and  that  the  revocation  would,  as  in  fact  it  did, 
take  effect  on  the  1st  of  November  following, 
orders  ought  to  have  been  immediately  issued  to 
prevent,  aAer  that  day,  anv  act  violating  the  en- 
gagement. It  may  be  adaed,  without  attaching 
much  importance  to  the  fact,  that  the  President's 
proclamation  and  the  Treasury  circular,  of  the  2d 
November,  1810,  were  communicated  by  Mr. 
Russell  to  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  oil  the  17th  of  De« 
cember  following;  that  is  to  say,  eleven  days 
prior  to  the  sailing  of  the  Medusa. 

In  the  case  of  the  Dolly  and  Telegraph,  there 
are  two  distinct  acts  committed  by  the  captains 
of  the  French  frigates — the  capture  of  the  Ameri- 
can vessels,  and  afterwards  their  destruction.  In 
all  cases  of  capture,  the  United  States  have  a  right 
to  demand  a  trial  by  a  competent  tribunal.  Ac- 
cordion^ to  the  present  jurisprudence  of  France, 
that  tribunal  appears  to  be  tne  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  State,  known  by  the  name  of ''  Comit^ 
du  Contentieux."  The  first  question  they  had  to 
decide  Was,  whether  the  capture  was  legal  or  not. 
On  that  question  there  could  not  have  been  anv 
hesitation.  The  series  of  the  acts  connected  witn 
the  revocation,  the  decree  itself  of  the  28th  of 
A])ril,  1811,  all  the  former  precedents,  all  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  left  not  the  small- 
est doubt  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had 
ceased  to  have  effect,  on  the  Ist  of  November,  1810, 
and  that  any  subsequent  capture,  founded  on  those 
decrees,  was  illegal  and  null.  Indeed,  there  would 
have  been  no  difficulty,  if  the  captains  of  the 
frigates,  ignorant  of  the  revocation,  had  only  cap- 
tured the  Dolly  and  Tel^raph  and  sent  them  into 
Eort  for  adjudication.  Those  two  vessels  would 
ave  been  acquitted  and  restored,  as  were  all  the 
other  American  vessels  that  were  brought  into 
French  ports,  under  similar  circumstances.  In- 
stead of  pursuing  this  course,  the  French  captains 
plundered  and  burnt  the  shins.  This  act  renders 
the  restoration  impracticaole ;  but,  the  capture 
being  illegal,  it  does  not,  at  least,  release  the 
French  Government  from  its  responsibilitv. 

A  belligerent  has  a  right  to  capture,  ana,  at  his 
discretion,  to  destroy  the  vessels  of  the  enemy. 
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With  respect  to  neutrals,. he  can  only  capture,  and 
send  in  for  adjudicatioD,  the  vessels  porsuing  a 
trade  contrary  to  the  duties  imposed  on  neutrals, 
by  the  law  oi  nations.  It  is  already  sufficiently 
hard  on  them  that  the  decision  should  be  made 
by  a  tribunal  of  the  belligerent  Power.  But  the 
benefit  of  such  trial  was  never  denied  to  them, 
not  even  by  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  Those 
decrees  declared,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations, 
neutral  vessels  liable  to  capture  and  condemnation 
for  pursuing  a  legitimate  commerce;  but  they  did 
not  change  the  course  of  proceedings  with  respect 
to  the  mode  of  decision.  A  trial  and  condemna- 
tion^ by  a  competent  tribunal,  were  still  necessary. 
Navy  officers,  by  the  law  oi  nations,  never  are, 
and  even  by  those  decrees  were  not,  authorized, 
in  any  case,  to  burn  at  sea  the  vessels  of  a  nation 
at  peace.  Such  an  act  is  a  wanton  outrage, 
wholly  unjustifiable,  and  for  which,  if  at  any  time' 
committed,  even  under  a  plea  of  necessity,  the 
nation  is  always  responsible.  The  most  aggra- 
vating circumstance  of  the  whole  case  cannot,  in 
any  view  of  the  subject,  be  adduced  as  a  reason  to 
defeat  the  right  of  the  parties  to  an  indemnity. 
That  indemnity  is  equally  due  by  the  Government 
of  France ;  that  Government  is  equally  responsible 
for  the  outrage  committed  by  the  officers  of  its 
navy,  whether  the  act  be  owing  to  neglect,  in  not 
issumg  in  time  the  necessary  orders,  to  improper 
or  unauthorized  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  officers, 
or  to  any  other  cause. 

Having  laid  before  your  Excellency  what,  I 
trust,  will  be  considered  a  conclusive  statement 
of  facts^  it  grieves  me  to  be  compelled  to  say,  that 
the  decision  of  the  Council  of  State,  of  the  19th 
of  December  last,  is  the  first  positive  act  by  which 
the  Government  of  France  seems  to  have  con- 
sidered itself  as  released  from  the  solemn  obliga- 
tion contracted  with  the  United  States,  "  that 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  to  cease  to 
have  efieci,  after  the  1st  of  November,  1810."  And 
it  has  afibrded  me  great  relief  to  find,  on-  the  face 
of  that  ordinance,  irrefragable  proofs  that  it  most 
be  ascribed  to  an  unintentional  error,  arising  from 
the  Council  not  having  been  put  in  possession  of 
ail  the  material  facts  connected  with  the  case. 

I  apply,  therefore,  to  your  Excellency,  with  per- 
fect conndence  in  the  justice  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, and  have  the  honor  to  request,  1st,  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  the  subject  before  His 
Majesty,  in  order  that  the  ordinance,  of  the  23d  of 
Decemoer  last,  may  be  rescinded,  and  a  revision 
of  the  afiair  ordered.  2dly,  that  when  brought 
again  before  the  Council  of  State,  you  will  have 
the  goodness  to  have  all  the  facts  relative  to  the 
revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  fairly 
laid  before  that  body,  in  order  that  the  owners  of 
the  DoUv  and  Telegraph  may  receive  the  indem- 
nity justly  due  to  them  for  such  a  wanton  and 
unjustifiable  outrage  as  the  destruction  of  their 
vessels  and  cargoes. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assur- 
ances, &^ 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

His  Ex'cy  Baron  Pasquier, 

Minister  of  Fanign  Afain,  ^c 


No.  143. 

Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Mr.  GalUUin,  Envoy  Ei^cr 
ordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  ie  TaitOi 
States  to  France^  to  Mr,  Adams^  Secretarff  of  Siaif 
dated 

Paris,  AprH  27,  ISS-X 

"  Mr.  Pasquier  has  also  informed  me  that  be 
had  referred  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  my  reiao&- 
strance.  of  the  l5th  March  last,  against  the  deck- 
ion  of  the  Council  of  State,  in  the  case  of  the  D-J^ 
and  Telegraph,  This  a  very  unusual  eo*irse  b  in 
afiair  where  our  rights  are  founded  on  t  positin 
agreement  between  the  two  countries — an  tgree 
ment  entirely  political,  and  in  which  the  Ministn 
of  Foreign  Afi^irs  was  the  organ  of  the  Fnsc: 
Grovernment." 


No.  147. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  GaUatin,  Entoy  Est.- 
ordinary  and  Miniver  Plenipotentiary  <^  ii  Taiv: 
States  to  FhtncCj  to  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  5^£ 
dated 

Paris,  June  9, 1S20. 

"  Being  yet  without  instructions,  on  the  sabjfc 
of  our  claims  for  indemnity,  I  acqoieced  in  Mi 
Parish's  wish  to  lay  the  Antwerp  cases  before  il^ 
Department  of  Foreign  Afiairs ;  and  bare  ilir 
honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  wmt 
to  Mr.  Pasquier  on  that  subjecL" 


In  dvplicaU  of  dtr.  GallaUn's,  No.  147. 

Paris,  May  9, 1820. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor, on  the  11th  of  Febratrr, 
1819,  to  transmit  to  his  Excellency  Gwerai  De- 
solle,  a  memorial  of  Mr.  David  Parish,  to  be 
Excellency  the  Minister  of  Finances,  reliUTe  u 
certain  American  veasels  and  cargoes  seqnesiot^ 
at  Antwerp,  i|i  the  beginning  of  the  year  1807: 
and  I  now  beg  leave  to  transmit  a  new  sg^ 
tion  of  that  gentleman,  addressed  to  your  Eied- 
lency.  Permit  me  ttf  add  a  few  obserratioss  to 
those  contained  in  those  memorials,  aw)  io  of 
letter  of  the  11th  of  February,  1819,  to  Gfsew 
Dessolle. 

The  only  extraordinary  French  decree  in  font- 
when  those  vessels  arrived  at  Antwerp,  was  tkn 
of  Berlin,  dated  the  21st  November,  180&  Sov 
of  its  enactments  were  luijjist,  and  cootrtrr  ^ 
the  law  of  nations;  yet  it  made  merchandise U' 
ble  to  confiscation,  only  in  case  o(  its  being  Bre- 
ish  property,  or  of  the  manufacture  or  prodaceft 
Great  Britain  or  her  oolo&ies.  With  reqjeci  is 
vesseU  coming  from  England,  it  was  by  tbttr 
cree  only  declared  that  they  ahonld  not  be  receifK 
in  French  ports;  and  such  vessels  were,  with  tker 
cargoes,  made  liable  to  confiscation  only  in  ^-^ 
they  should  have  contravened  that  provision  b^ 
means  of  a  false  dedaration.  It  was  not  unti> 
the  17th  December,  1807,  that,  bv  the  still  r^ 
arbitrary  decree  of  Milan,  neutral  vessels,  ^m 
might  have  been  searched  by  an  English  ship,  <^ 
sent  to  England,  were  declared  to  be  deottioo*^ 
ized,  and  good  prize. 
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The  veaaeU  in  qnestioa  were  bonod  from  the 
Doited  Slates  to  Franoi*,  bat  had  oa  their  passage 
been  sent  forcibly  to  England,  and  were  after- 
wards released.  They  do  not  seem  to  have  come, 
Id  tnj  shape,  within  the  purview  of  the  Berlin 
deeree. 

Bat  eren  if  considered  as  coming  from  Eng- 
liod,  within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  as  they  had 
not  eoncealed  the  ftict  by  any  false  declaration, 
the  utmost  penalty  to  which  they  were  liabte 
bf  that  or  any  other  existing  decree,  was  not  to 
be  received  in  a  French  port.  Their  betne  nev- 
enbeiess  admitted  and  sequestered,  instead  of  being 
test  off*,  was  the  act  of  the  French  Grovemment. 
They  were  detained,  as  will  immediately  be  shown, 
ooly  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  not 
some  other  contravention  of  the  decree — wiietber 
the  esrgo,  or  some  part  of  it,  was  not  British  pro- 
pertf.  Unless  this  can  be  established,  or  that  they 
htd  made  a  false  declaration,  the  simple  fact  of 
their  haTtng  arrived  at  Antwerp  from  an  Eng- 
lish port  did  not  make  them  liable  to  confiscation. 

Bf  an  Imperial  decision  of  the  2d  July,  1808, 
the  eargoes  being  of  a  perishable  nature  were  or- 
dered to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  placed  as 
I  deposile  in  the  cai986  tPamoftU90ment ;  and  an 
in^airy  was  directed  to  be  made,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  property  was  not  English.  His 
Excellency  Baron  Louis,  to  whom,  as  Minister 
of  Finances,  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Parish  above- 
inestioned  liad  been  addressed,  wrote  to  him  on 
the  22d  Majr,  1819,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
had  been  withdrawn,  by  superior  orders  from  the 
osttsf  cPamortisiemerUy  and  paid  into  the  public 
trasory ;  and  he  adds  that  they  were  thereby  de- 
§oitively  acquired  by  the  State.  He  has  commu- 
nicated neither  the  date  nor  the  tenor  of  those 
orders.  That  he  should  have  considered  them  as 
precluding  him,  on  his  own  authority,  and  with- 
out the  sanotioo  of  Government,  from  ordering 
the  money  to  be  repaid  to  the  American  owners, 
may  be  understood ;  and  it  is  presumed  that  this 
was  his  meaning.  He  cannot  have  intended  either 
to  proQounee  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  or  to  main- 
tain the  untenable  position  that  the  transmission 
of  the  money  from  one  public  chest  to  another 
copld  have  afieeted  the  rights  of  the  parties.  Its 
heing  expended  for  public  purposes,  instead  of 
remaining  as  a  deposite,  is  a  proof  of  the  wants  of 
Bonaparte,  but  it  is  not  a  decision  on  the  case. 
A  definitive  confiscation,  even  under  the  Imoerial 
regime,  could  only  take  place  with  the  usual  forms, 
and  by  virtue  of  a  direct  and  positive  act  to  that 
effect.  All  that  was  done  by  that  (Government 
with  respect  to  this  property  was  the  order  of  sale, 
the  order  to  place  the  proceeds  in  some  public 
chest,  and  the  inquiry  relative  to  the  ownership. 
No  final  decision,  no  condemnation,  has  ever 
taken  place. 

It  happens,  even  that,  with  the  exception  of 
these  vessels  and  of  four  others  consigned  to  Mr. 
Ridgeway,  the  American  Consul  at  Antwerp,  all 
the  other  cargoes  sequestered  in  that  port,  under 
similar  circumstances,  were  delivered  to  the  own- 
ers, and  that  the  conditional  bonds  they  had  given 
were  returned  to  them.    The  principle  has  thus 


beea    decided   in  faror  of  the   claimants,  and 
nothing  remains  but  to  apply  it  to  their  special  case. 

Harrag  received  special  instructions  from  my 
Ckivernment  in  regard  to  this  claim,  it  is  in  its 
name  that  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  Excellency's 
attention  to  Mr.  Parish's  memorial,  and  that  i  ask 
forthat  deeision  which  justice  requires,  and  which 
has  been  but  too  long  protracted. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  this  decision 
does  not  depend  on  the  question  of  the  legality  or 
illegality  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and 
that  I  have  argued  as  if  those  acts  had  been  valid. 
Although  they  cannot  certainly  be  admitted  as 
such  by  the  Gmvemment  of  the  United  States,  it 
is  a  question  unconnected  with  the  present  case, 
and  which  is  reserved  for  a  future  discussion. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assur- 
ances, &c., 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

His  Excellency  Baron  PAsauiER, 
Minister  of  Fbreiffn  AjfUin,  ^ 


EsBtraot  of  a  Utter  flrem  Mr.  Adams,  to  Mr.  GalkUinj 

dated 

Depavtmbnt  of  State, 

WasMngton,  Me^rck  31, 18S1. 

*'Mr.  Archibald  Oracle  has  again  solicited  some 
special  interposition  of  this  Government  to  press 
that  of  France  for  an  adjustment  of  his  claim. 
He  considered  it  as  standing  upon  grounds  so 
clear  and  incontrovertible,  that  the  French  Gov- 
ernment cannot  ultimately  resist  the  equitable  ob- 
ligation of  providing  for  n. 

^  The  Government  of  the  United  States  cannot 
undertake  to  discriminate  between  the  compara- 
tive merits  of  the  claims  of  their  citizens  upon  the 
Government  of  France.  It  asks  justice  for  them 
all ;  it  asks  no  more  than  justice  for  any.  More 
than  two  years  since,  the  claims  of  Mr.  GraciCi 
and  all  the  Antwerp  cases,  were  recommended  to 
your  special  attention,  in  the  presumption  that, 
standing  on  ground  peculiarly  imposing  on  the 
French  Government,  it  would  not  be  nbie  to  resist 
them,  and  that  success  in  those  cases  would  pave 
the  way  for  it  in  all  others.  It  is  in  this  vieWj 
that  is,  by  pressing  this,  and  the  Antwerp  cases 
generally,  the  other  cases  would  not  only  not  be 
injured,  but  benefited,  that  voor  attention  to  them 
is  suggested.  The  force  or  example,  added  to  the 
other  powerful  considerations  in  their  favor,  might 
do  much.  But  that  is  left  altogether  to  your 
judgment,  aided  as  you  are  by  all  the  lishts  be- 
longing to  the  subject ;  and,  unless  you  shall  be 
satisfied  that  the  proposed  pressure  will  have  the 
good  effect  contemplated,  it  is  expected  that  you 
will  of  course  decline  it." 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  OaUatin. 

DfiPABTMENT  OF  StATE, 

Washinfftan,  June  29, 1821. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith, 
a  copy  of  a  letter  received  at  this  Department 
some  time  since,  from  Mr.  Coonel,  as  agent  for 
sundry  insurance  companies  in  Philadelpbia,  bav- 
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ioff  claims  upon  the  French  GtoFerament;  upon 
which  I  would  refer  you  to  the  letter  which  I 
lately  wrote  you  coocerniog  the  case  of  Mr.  Gra- 
de's claim.  These  gentlemen  appear  to  ha7e 
received  recent  information,  upon  which  they 
place  some  reliance,  indicating  on  the  part-of  the 
French  Qovernment  a  disposition  more  favorable 
to  claimants  upon  their  justice,  than  had  been 
previously  manifested.  Should  any  prospect  of 
that  nature  be  perceived  by  you,  your  own  dispo- 
sition to  make  it  available  for  the  benefit  of  the 
sufferers,  will,  itself,  serve  the  porpose  of  a  stand- 
ing instruction. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble 
and  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  Q.UINCY  ADAMS. 


No.  193. 


Esplracl  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  GaUatiny  Envoy  Extrch 
ordinary  amd  Minitter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  to  France,  to  Mr,  Adams,  Secretary  of  StcUe^ 
dated 

Paris,  November  15, 1821. 

"Mr.  de  la  Grange,  the  lawjrer  generally  em- 
ployed in  American  cases,  having  requested  me 
to  transmit  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  a 
copy  of  his  memoir  in  the  appeal  of  Richard 
l^azon,  now  pending  before  the  Council  of  State, 
for  indemnity  on  account  of  a  seizure  made  at 
Santander,  in  the  year  1312,  I  addressed  to  Mr. 
Pasquier,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  a  note  od  the  sub- 
ject, copy  of  which,  as  well  as  of  the  said  memo- 
rial, I  have  the  honor  to  enclose.  You  will  per- 
ceive that  I  took  that  opportunity  of  reminding 
the  Minister  of  the  case  of  the  *  Dolly'  and  'Tele- 
graph,' on  which  it  does  not  seem  that  the  Minis- 
ter of  Justice  has  yet  made  any  report.'* 


[TRAN8LATI01I.] 

JIfr.  Gallatin  to  Baron  Pasquier, 

Paris,  OcU^ber  31, 1821. 

SjR :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, under  this  cover,  a  memorial  addressed 
to  the  Kin£[,  in  his  Council  of  State,  for  Richard 
Faxon,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  com- 
plains of  a  judgment  of  the  Board  of  Finances, 
approved  by  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  the 
same  department. 

The  question  is,  of  a  seizure  made  by  the  French 
customs,  in  1812,  at  Santander,  in  the  stores  of 
Joachim  Munios,  of  a  quantity  of  sugars,  belong- 
ing to  said  Faxon.  The  Board  of  Finances  seems 
to  have  dismissed  his  claim,  from  supposed  pre- 
sumption that  he  was  not  the  proprietor ;  and  your 
Excellency,  by  glancing  over  the  memorial,  will 
be  convinced  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  this 
regard. 

But  the  board  has,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pression, reserved  a  subsidiarv  question,  that  of 
knowing  if  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  could 
pretend  to  any  indemnity  for  having  suffered,  in 
this  part  of  Spain,  the  application  of  the  laws  of 
France,  which  then  aimed  atcolonial  goods.  Igno- 
rant of  what  laws  the  board  speaks,  I  can  only 


observe^  generally,  that  none  coold  evergiretk 
right  of  seizing,  without  indemnitv,  upon  tkt 
known  property  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  Siite. 
deposited,  lor  three  years,  without  haviog  bea 
there  molested,  in  the  stores  of  his  eorretpondni 

As  it  is,  however,  possible,  that  the  Iswi  in 
question  may  be  no  other  than  the  Berlin  ud 
Milan  decrees,  and  the  different  imperiil  or  ad- 
ministrative decrees  which  have  been  tlte  cobk- 
quence  of  them,  I  pray  your  Bxcelleocy  to  be 
pleased  to  lay  before  the  Council  of  State  liie  cor- 
respondence between  the  Ministers  of  the  Gor- 
ernment,  from  that  time,  and  those  of  the  Uniud 
States,  as  well  as  the  other  docameatS)  wbic^ 
prove  that  these  decrees  had  been  repealed,  ikr- 
gard  of  the  United  States,  long  before  the  seizot 
of  the  sugars  of  Mr.  Faxon. 

I  ought  also  to  remind  yoor  ExceUoicy  of  u- 
other  affair,  more  important  for  the  priscipb 
which  apply  to  it,  but  which  depends,  iikevix, 
upon  the  date  of  the  repeal  of  these  two  celebniet  | 
decrees.  1  had  the  honor  to  address  to  yoo,  uafc 
date  of  15th  March,  1820,  a  very  long  note  oa  tki 
subject  of  the  decision  of  the  CouneU  of  Sute,  bf 
which  the  claim  of  the  proprietors  of  the  vescsi 
DoUy  and  TeUgraipk^  burnt  on  the  open  set  bf  tn 
French  frigates,  in  November  and  Decembe. 
1811,  was  rejected.  This  decision  could  oilf 
have  taken  place  because  the  document^  pnm 
the  date  of  the  repeal,  had  not  been  laid  befop 
the  Council  \  but  is  supported  by  oonsidentNH 
which  can  only  prdQuce  the  most  troableiODe  ef- 
fects. I  can  assure  your  Excelleney,  that  then- 
vision  is  of  high  importance,  and  I  hope  that  ja 
will  judge,  that  a  delay,  which  is  alrctdf  «f 
wards  of  twenty  months,  ought  to  be  no  iut^ 
prolonged. 

I  pray  your  Excelleney  to  accept  the  tM 
ance,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATUt. 


No.  200. 
I^Btraet  of  a  letter  fhm  Mr,  GaUtOm  to  tie  Seentsfj 

of  StaUj  dated 

Pabis,  Jamuary  14,  lS2i 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  aote 
which  I  wrote  on  the  lOth  instant,  to  the  Miaisw 
of  Foreign  Afiairsy  on  the  suhjeet  of  the  Antwerp 
claims." 


Paris,  Jamtary  10, 1828. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  on  the  9th  of  Maf)  l^ 
to  transmit  to  your  Excellency's  predecessor,! 
memorial  of  Mr.  David  Parish,  relatire  (o  w 
American  cargoes  sequestered  at  Antwerp  in  w 
beginning  of  the  year  1807,  and  to  add  someoi^ 
servations  in  support  of  the  claim.  Twts^ 
months  having  smce  elapsed,  a  time  tmpi7sii<^ 
cient  to  make  every  inquiry  respecting  the  me^^ 
of  the  case,  I  have  been  instructed  by  my  Go^^ 
ment  to  renew  the  application,  and  to  cili,  io  (^ 
most  forcible  manner,  the  earnest  aCteotioii  otoii 
Majesty^s  Ministers  to  that  subject 

In  urging  a  decision  on  this  leclamatiooi  ^ 
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anielf  from  others,  there  is  not  the  most  distant 
iDtentioD  of  abandoning  the  other  claims  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  for  the  iDdemoities  so 
josdjr  dae  to  them.  But  it  is  time,  after  so  many 
delays,  to  obtain  at  least  a  decisive  answer,  and  to 
ascertain  the  determfoation  of  the  Qoverament  of 
France  in  that  respect.  And  this  claim  has  been 
selected  because  it  is  altogether  free  of  any  of  the 
objections,  however  unk>unded  these  may  be, 
which  have  been  suggested  in  regard  to  other 
cases. 

It  is  not,  in  the  first  place,  necessary  in  this  in- 
stance, to  discuss  questions  connected  with  the 
illegality  of  any  of  the  decrees  contravening  the 
law  of  nations,  which  were  issued  by  Bonaparte. 
The  vessels  in  question  had  not  violated  any  of 
those  decrees;  their  cargoes  were  not  liable  to 
confiscation  by  virtue  of  any  provision  contained 
in  any  edict  in  force  at  the  time  of  their  seizure. 
And,  secondly,  not  only  is  the  case  entire ;  not 
only  has  there  been  no  trial  or  condemnation  of 
the  cargoes ;  but  the  principle,  that  they  were  not 
liable  to  confiscation,  has  been  settled,  by  the  de- 
cisions of  Grovernmeat  in  analogous  eases,  and 
eren  with  respect  to  portions  of  the  identical 
property  for  which  indemnity  is  now  claimed. 

I  trust  that  I  will  be  able  to  establish  both  these 
positions,  to  your  Excellency's  satisfaction. 

The  only  extraordinary  decree  of  the  French 
Gorernment  affecting  the  navigation  of  neutral 
nations,  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the 
vessels  alluded  to,  in  a  French  port,  was  that  is- 
soed  at  Berlin,  the  21st  of  November,  1806. 

It  was,  by  that  decree,  amongst  other  provisions, 
declared,  1st,  that  merchandise  belonging  to  a 
firiiish  subject,  or  being  the  produce  or  the  man- 
ufactures of  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  should  be 
condemned  as  good  prize,  (Article  5  and  6 ;)  2d, 
that  no  Tessel  coming  directly  from  England,  or 
from  her  colonies,  or  going  there  (^i**  «V  fmira) 
after  the  known  publication  of  the  decree,  should 
be  permitted  to  enter  any  French  port,  (Article 
8;)  3d,  that  every  vessel  contravening  the  decree 
by  a  false  declaration,  should  be  seized,  and 
her  cargo  confiscated  as  British  property,  (Arti- 
cle 9.) 

During  the  first  months  subsequent  to  that  de- 
cree, a  number  of  American  vessels  arrived  in 
France,  coming  from  the  United  States,  but  hav- 
ing on  their  passage  been  compelled  to  stop  in 
England,  either  by  British  cruisers  or  by  stress  of 
weather.  The  Question  arose,  whether  it  was  in- 
tended by  the  8th  article  of  the  decree,  to  exclude 
only  vessels  which  had  gone  voluntarily  to  an 
English  port,  or  whether  it  included  eren  those 
which  bad  been  compelled  to  do  it  by  what  is  called 
fdddu  forcie.  The  words  used  in  the  article,  vtff^ 
ant  diredemefU,  and  qui  s'y  rendra,  seemed  to  favor 
the  first  construction;  and  it  was  clear  that  if  the 
last  was  adopted,  British  cruisers  had  nothing  to  do 
bot  to  stop  for  a  few  days  every  neutral  vessel 
bound  to  France,  in  order  to  destroy  her  external 
commerce.  These,  however,  were  questions  for 
the  French  authorities  exclusively  to  decide.  U 
was  altogether  in  their  power  to  have  decided 
thai  the  vessels  in  question  were  embraced  by  the 


decree,  and  to  have  refused  to  admit  them  in  any 
port.  The  Minister  of  Finances,  impelled  by  what 
was  evidently  for  the  interest  of  the  French  com- 
merce, allowed  the  cargoes  to  be  provisionally 
landed  and  deposited  in  the  public  stores  until 
the  decision  of  Bonaparte  on  the  question  was 
kifown ;  and  permitted,  also,  that  they  should  be 
delivered  to  the  consignees  on  their  giving  an  ob- 
ligation to  pay  to  the  custom-house  the  estimated 
value  thereof  if  so  ordered  by  that  decision.  It 
was,  therefore,  by  the  act  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, that  the  vessels  landed  their  cargoes  instead 
of  being  ordered  off.  And  that  provisional  con- 
struction continued  in  force  till  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1807,  when  the  Director  General  of  the 
Douanes  announced,  by  a  circular,  *'  That  the 
Emperor  had  decided  that  the  8th  and  9th  articles 
must  have  their  full  and  entire  execution,  and  that 
no  vessel  which  had  touched  in  England,  or  been 
conducted  there,  could  be  admitted.''  '^  Thus," 
added  the  Director, "  the  immediate  retrograda- 
tion  of  those  vessels  shall  be  required,  whatever 
be  the  alleged  causes  of  superior  force,  and  the 
documents  produced  in  proof  thereof.  Those 
which,  by  a  false  declaration,  may  conceal  the 
fact  or  having  touched  in  England,  and  succeed 
in  thus  entering  our  ports,  shall  be  seized,  and  the 
vessels  and  their  cargoes  shall  be  proceeded  against 
in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  decree,  in  relation 
to  Englbh  property."  In  conformity  with  tbis 
decision,  several  American  vessels,  bound  to  Ant- 
werp, were  sent  away,  amongst  which  may  be 
mentioned,  the  "  Dragon  "  and  the  "  Two  Bro- 
thers," and  also  the  Orozimbo,  belonging  to  one 
of  the  owners  of  the  cargoes  for  which  indemnity 
is  now  claimed,  althouffh  her  cargo  had  already 
been  actually  landed.  It  would  have  been  fortu- 
nate for  the  owners  of  the  merchandise,  which  is 
the  object  of  this  reclamation,  that  this  decision 
should  have  been  made  from  the  first,  or  that 
when  made,  it  should  have  been  applied  to  their 
property. 

Amongst  the  American  vessels  arrived  from  the 
United  States  in  French  ports,  in  the  year  1807, 
prior  to  the  decision  of  the  4tb  of  September,  and 
which  had  been  compelled  to  touch  in  England, 
seven  came  to  Antwerp,  consigned  to  two  Ameri- 
can houses ;  the  Bordeaux  Packet,  Helena,  North 
America,  and  Diamond,  to  that  of  Mr.  Ridgway ; 
and  the  Perseverance,  Hiram,  and  Mary,  to  that 
of  Mr.  Parish.  The  consignees  declined  availing 
themselves  of  the  option  offered  by  the  French 
authorities  to  receive  the  cargoes  on  giving  bond 
for  their  value,  to  abide  by  the  final  decision  of 
Bonaparte.*  Thev  preferred  that  the  cargoes 
should  remain  in  tne  custom-house  stores  subject 
to  that  decision.    Their  motive  wa^  obvious. 


*  To  this  there  were  two  exceptions,  the  consignees 
having  tubsctibed  obligations,  1st,  for  a  small  quantity 
of  potash,  (about  fifteen  thousand  francs  in  vslne,) 
received  and  sold  by  them  on  the  first  arrival  of  the 
vessels;  2dly,  for  the  value  of  some  of  those  vessels, 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  leave  the  port  The  others 
were  permitted  to  depart  without  the  bond  being  re- 
quired. 
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It  was  only  by  the  subseqaent  decree  of  Milan, 
of  the  23d  NoTember,  1807,  that  it  was  eoacted, 
"  That  all  vessels  which,  after  having  touched  m 
England,  mieht,  from  any  motive  whatever,  enter 
the  ports  of  France,  should  be  seized  and  confis- 
cated, as  well  as  their  cargoes,  without  eiception 
or  distinction  of  produce  or  merchandise.'*  The 
only  causes  of  confiscation  by  the  Berlin  decree, 
were,  concealment  of  the  fact  of  having  touched 
in  England ;  and  the  merchandise  bemg  either 
British  property,  or  the  produce  of  England  or 
of  her  colonies,  it  was  known  to  the  consignees, 
had  already  been  acknowledged,  and  was  further 
substantiated  by  a  subsequent  inquiry,  thai  every 
part  of  the  cargoes  belonged  to  American  citizens, 
and  that  no  part  was  the  produce  of  Great  Britain, 
or  of  her  colonies.  It  was  equally  known,  and  has 
never  been  denied,  that  the  captains  of  all  the 
seven  vessels  had,  on  their  first  arrival,  made  no 
concealment ;  that  they  had  all  made  true  decla* 
rations  of  the  compulsory  touching  in  England, 
(rtl&che  f&rcie.)  The  expected  imperial  decision 
could,  therefore,  only  apply  to  the  doubtful  ques- 
tion, whether  the  vessels  and  cargoes  in  that  pre- 
dicament embraced,  or  not,  by  the  article  of  the 
decree,  which  forbade,  in  general  terms,  the  ad- 
mission of  vessels  that  had  touched  in  England, 
whether  the  cargoes  in  question  should  be  admit- 
ted or  sent  away.  In  case  the  decision  should  be 
that  the  vessels  were,  notwithstanding,  the  rtldche 
forci^  included  in  the  article  of  the  decree,  and 
that  the  cargoes  were  inadmissible,  they  might, 
by  remaining  in  the  public  stores  in  their  original 
state  be  sent  out  of  France,  and  the  decision  be 
strictly  complied  with.  But  if,  instead  of  that, 
those  cargoes  were  sold,  (and  the  consignees  could 
have  had  no  object  in  receiving  them,  but  that  of 
selling  them,)  the  exportation  could  not  have  taken 
place  in  conformity  with  the  decision ;  and  the 
consignees,  unable  to  comply  with  it,  might  have 
been  compelled  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  bond, 
which  would  have  been  tantamount  to  a  confisca- 
tion of  their  property. 

The  decision  of  the4th  of  September,  1807,  being 
made  only  prospective,  the  consignees  at  first  hoped 
that  the  cargoes  of  the  seven  vessels  previously  ar^ 
rived,  would  be  admitted  to  be  sold  for  home  con- 
somplion,  i|nd  accordingly  delivered  to  them. 
But  when  they  found  themselves  disappointed  in 
that  respect,  adhering  to  the  same  line  of  conduct 
which  they  had  pursued,  not  to  depart  from  the 
enactmenu  of  the  Berlin  decree,  they  applied,  on 
the  22d  of  March,  1808,  to  the  Director  General 
of  the  Douanes,  and  on  the  7th  of  April  ensuing, 
renewed  the  application,  both  to  him  and  to  the 
Minister  of  Finances,  stating  that  the  steps  they 
had  taken  to  obtain  the  definitive  admission  of 
that  merchandise  having  been  fruitless,  and  the 
goods,  especially  the  potash,  rice,  brown  sugar, 
and  cochineal,  becommg  sradually  damaged  in 
the  entrepdt,  they  now  asked  the  permission  to  ex- 
port the  merchandise  to  a  foreign  country,  and 
that  in  conformity  with  the  decree  of  the  Slst  of 
November,  1806. 

In  answer  to  that  petition  Bonaparte  ordered, 
by  a  decision  of  the  2d  of  July,  1808,  that  the 


cargoes  should  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  depotitfd 
in  the  oau9»  iPamorti$$emetUj  and  that  an  uqain 
should  be  made  on  each  of  the  vessels  which  bid 
brought  in  the  cargoes,  in  order  to  ascertain  vb^ 
ther  the  owners  were  not  British.  Od  thbd^ 
cision,  it  is  only  neeessarv  to  observe  that  ic  cor- 
roborates what  has  already  been  stated,  ind  wis, 
indeed)  evident,  that  no  concealment  hiTiog  been 
made  by  the  captains  of  their  relAthe  fink  in 
England,  no  other  cause  or  pretence  for  eooiisca- 
tion  could  be,  or  was  alleged,  than  the  sppreheo- 
sion  that  the  property  was  British,  or  of  Britisb 
origin. 

To  the  sale  of  the  cargoes  for  the  purposo  ii- 
tended,  the  consignees  did  of  course  object ;  toj 
they  succeeded  in  preventing  it  fortwoyetrs.  But 
to  that  part  of  the  decision  which  ordered  an  ib- 
quiry,  they  cheerfully  submitted,  and  commnoi- 
cated  all  the  documents,  papers,  and  letters,  oofi- 
nected  with  the  vessels  and  their  cargoei  A 
severe  scrutiny  took  place,  the  result  of  wbiek 
was  altogether  favorable,  it  being  proven,  in  the 
clearest  manner,  that  the  cargoes  were  ezclnsireiT 
owned  by  American  citizens.  Of  their  orifia 
there  does  not  appear  to  have  ever  existed  uf 
doubt. 

The  merchandise,  notwithstanding  the  remit  cf 
this  inquiry,  was  not  restored  to  the  consigmo. 
By  a  decree  dated  at  Ebersdorf,  the  29th  of  Mif, 
1809,  780  barrels  of  potash  and  pearlish,  makic; 
part  of  the  cargoes  of  the  Perseverance  and  Mirf, 
were  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  Minister  of  Wtr, 
and  the  estimated  value  directed  to  be  paid  bf 
him  in  the  cadsH  d^amcftiuemefa.  That  portiia 
of  the  cargoes  was  accordingly  taken  from  ibe  a* 
trepot  and  delivered  to  that  department,  hiTiof 
previously  been  valued  at  near  450,000  frucs, 
notwithstanding  a  deduction,  made  on  accoootcf 
the  damages  arising  from  the  long  detention  in  ibe 
public  stores.  Finally,  the  whole  residue  of  tbe 
cargoes  was  sold  in  June,  1810,  by  virtue  of  ts 
imperial  decision,  of  the  4th  of  May,  of  thatyetf. 
It  is  asserted,  that,  by  vinue  of  an  order  sob- 
sequent  to  the  sales,  which  has  never  been  pob- 
Hsftied  nor  communicated,  the  proceeds^  of  wm 
sales  were  ultimately  paid  in  whole,  or  in  part, 
into  the  public  treasury. 

Your  Excellency  must  agree  with  me,  tbat, 
from  the  preceding  statements  of  facts,  iterideoilf 
follows.  1st,  That,  as  I  had  stated  in  the  begia- 
ning  or  this  letter,  there  has  been,  in  this  ease,  do 
violation  of  any  existing  decree,  that  the  cargoes 
were  not  liable  to  confiscation  by  virtue  of  uy 
provision  contained  in  any  edict  then  in  force;  H 
That  the  consij^ees  uniformly  took  those  decrca 
as  the  basts  ot  their  conduct,  and  committed  oo 
act  which  might  impair  the  rights  of  the  ownos 
of  the  property;  3d^  That,  by  allowing  thcctf* 
tfoes  to  be  deposited  in  the  public  stores,  until  tbe 
decision  of  Bonaparte  was  known,  whether  (i^ 
vessels  were  or  were  not  embraced  by  the  article 
of  the  decree  which  forbade  the  admission  of  tbo* 
which  had  gone  to  England,  a  formal  engagemeot 
had  been  contracted  on  the  part  of  Goveminenij 
to  permit  the  exportation  of  the  merchandise  ja 
conformity  with  the  decree,  in  case  the  dea^ioa 
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was  agaiDst  Us  being  admitted  for  home  consamp- 
tioD  ;  4tb,  That  although  nothing  could  be  farther 
from  the  views  of  the  Minister  of  Finances,  yet 
it  was  solely  owing  to  the  doubts  he  entertained 
Fespecting  the  construction  of  the  Berlin  decree, 
that  the  cargoes  fell  in  the  possession  of  the  cus- 
lom-bouse ;  that  it  was  the  unforeseen  consequence 
of  his  act,  which  was  that  of  the  proper  French 
aothority  in  that  case,  that  the  above  mentioned 
engagement  not  having  been  fulfilled,  the  owners 
have,  by  a  flagrant  injustice,  been  to  this  day  de- 
prived of  the  merchandise  and  of  its  proceeds. 

The  fact  that  there  has  been  no  trial  or  con- 
demnation of  the  property  is  notorious;  and  I 
woiild  at  once  proceed  to  the  decisions  made  in 
analogous  cases,  was  it  not  necessary  to  take,  in 
the  first  place,  notice  of  a  most  extraordinary  un- 
founded inference,  drawn  from  a  fact  immaterial 
in  itself,  and  which,  although  not  officially  com- 
mnoieated,  has  been  made  known  to  me  by  the 
parties. 

Amongst  the  several  applications  for  indemnity, 
made  at  different  times,  and  in  various  shapes,  by 
the  consignees,  a  memorial  had  been  addres:$ed  to 
the  Minister  of  Finances,  by  Mr.  Parish,  which, 
at  his  request,!  transmitted  on  the  11th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1819,  to  Marquis  DessoUe.  I  wrote  again  to 
that  minister  on  the  same  subject,  on  the  23d  of 
March  following,  and  had  requested,  that  a  report 
intended  to  be  made  by  the  direction  of  the  Dou- 
aoes  to  the  Minister  of  Finances,  might  be  com- 
municated to  me.  This  was  not  done :  but  H.  E. 
Baron  Louis  wrote  to  Mr.  Parish  on  the  22d  of 
May,  of  the  same  year,  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  had  been  withdrawn,  by  superior  orders,  from 
the  caisse  €Pamorti$aemtnt,  and  paid  into  the  pub- 
lie  treasury ;  and  be  added,  that  they  were  there- 
by detinitiveiy  acquired  by  the  State.  This  infer- 
ence appeared  so  preposterous,  that,  when  alludinff 
to  it  in  my  letter  of  the  9th  of  May,  1820,  to  H. 
K.  Baroo  Pasquier,  I  said,  that  I  presumed  the 
meaning  of  the  Minister  of  Finances  to  have  sim- 
ply been,  that  he  considered  the  orders  in  question 
as  precluding  him,  on  his  own  authority,  and 
without  the  sanction  of  Government,  from  or- 
dering the  money  to  be  repaid  to  the  American 
owners. 

The  assertion  having,  however,  been  made  in 
that  broad  way,  I  am  compelled  to  refute  it.  But 
I  beg  your  Excellency  to  be  persuaded  that  I  do 
it  only  in  an  hypothetical  way,  and  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  responsibility,  and  that  I  do  not  sup- 
pose, or  mean  to  insinuate,  that  it  ever  has  been, 
or  can  be,  the  intention  of  His  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters, seriously,  to  resort  to  such  an  untenable  pre* 
tence,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  payment  of  a 
JQsc  debt.  I  consider  the  objection  as  being  the 
work  of  a  subordinate  agent,  whose  duty  it  may 
have  been  to  collect  whatever  might  be  suggested 
against  claims  on  the  public  treasury,  and  the 
eonioQunication  to  Mr.  Parish,  as  only  mtended  to 
afford  him  the  means  of  knowing  and  repelling 
every  such  suggestion.  For  that  purpose,  the  fol- 
lowing observations  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  deemed 
conclusive: 

1.  It  was  agreed,  by  the  22d  article  of  the  con- 

18th  Con.  1st  Se8b.»94 


vention  between  France  and  the  United  States,  of 
the  30th  September.  1800,*  which  was  in  full 
force  when  the  vessels  in  question  arrived  at  Ant- 
werp, that  the  established  courts  for  prize  causes 
should  alone  take  cognizance  of  them;  that  when- 
ever such  tribunal,  of  either  of  the  parties,  should 
pronounce  judgment  against  any  vessel,  or  goods, 
or  property,  claimed  by  the  citizens  of  the  other 
party,  the  sentence,  or  decree,  should  mention  the 
reasons,  or  motives,  on  which  the  same  should 
have  been  founded ;  and  that  an  authenticated 
copy  of  the  sentence,  or  decree,  and  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case,  should,  if  demanded,  be  de- 
livered to  the  commander,  or  agent,  of  the  said 
vessel.    By  the  10th  article  of  the  Berlin  decree, 
the  Council  of  Prizes  at  Paris  was,  accordingly, 
charged  to  decide  on  all  cases  arising  under  the 
said  decree,  in   the  following  words :    "  Notre 
^  Conseil  des  Prises  &  Paris  est  charge  de  decider 
'  de  toutes  contestations  qui  pourront  s'^lever  au 
'  sujet  des  prises  qui  en  vertu  du  present  d6cret 
'  pourront  dtre  f;aites,  tant  dans  notre  empire  que 
'  dans  les  pays  occup6s  par  nos  troupes."    There 
having  never  been  any  trial,  in  the  cases  in  Ques- 
tion, ^fore  the  Council  of  Prizes,  there  can  have 
been  no  condemnation  of  the  property,  in  confor- 
mity either  with  the  solemn  obligations  of  the 
treaty,  or  with  the  provisions  of  the  only  decree  in 
force  at  the  time,  and  applicable  to  those  cases.t 
2.1ndependentofanyoftheconsiderationsdrawn 
from  treaty  oblig[ation$,  or  from  the  provisions  of 
the  decree  itself,  it  is  equally  repugnant  to  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  generally  re- 
cognised by  the  civilized  world,  and  to  those  of 
the  municipal  laws  of  any  civilized  nation,  to 
consider  the  order  in  question  as  hnplying  the 
condemnation  of  the  property  of  the  parties,  or  as, 
in   the  smallest  degree,  affecting    their  rights. 
There  was  not,  in  this  case,  even  the  form  of  a 
trial ;  no  hearing  of  the  parties ;  no  notice  given 
to  them  of  any  alleged  grounds  of  condemnation, 
or  even  of  any  intention  to  bring  them  to  a  trial. 
Nor  was  the  order  alluded  to  communicated  to  them, 
or  made  public,  either  in  the  bulletin  of  laws,  or 
in  any  other  manner.    On  those  topics  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  dwell — it  is  sufficient  to  have  stated 
them.    I  will  only  observe,  that,  without  publicity 
in  laws  or  decrees,  there  would  be  no  guarantee 


*The  convention  was  to  be  in  force  for  eight  years, 
from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications, 
which  took  place  at  Paris  on  the  3Ut  of  July,  1801. 

t  This  provision  appears  to  have  been  omitted  in 
the  Milan  decrees  of  the  23d  of  November  and  17th 
December,  1807.  Bnteven  then,  condemnations  took 
place  only  by  virtue  of  special  and  positive  imperial 
decisions  to  that  effect,  and  were  not  inferred  from  an 
order  to  pay  in  the  treasury.  Thus,  in  the  case  of 
the  '^%f  condemned  under  those  decrees,  the  Min- 
ister of  I^nances  wrote  on  the  6th  of  November,  1810, 
to  the  Director  General  of  the  Douanes,  "  J'ai  Thon- 
neor  de  vous  informer  que  par  ddcUion  du  30  Octobre 
dernier,  8a  Majest^  a  ordonni  la  eonJUeation  d\i 
navire  Americain  la  Sally,  Capitaine  M.  firown,  ainsi 
que  de  sa  cargaison,  pour  cause  de  deux  relttches  en 
Angleterre. 
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for  the  rights  of  individuab ;  that  publication  has, 
therefore,  by  the  laws  of  every  well-ordered  coun- 
try, of  France  as  well  .as  of  every  other,  always 
been  made  a  necessary  ingredient  of  any  judg- 
ment or  decree  afifectingsucb  rights ;  and  that  the 
fact  of  the  order,  in  this  case,  not  h&vinff  been 
published,  or  at  least  communicated,  is  alone  a 
conclusive  proof  that  it  was  a  mere  administra- 
tive order,  binding  on  the  public  functionaries  to 
whom  it  was  directed,  and  in  no  shape  impairing 
or  affecting  the  ultimate  rights  of  the  parties. 

3.  The  official  reports  and  acts  of  Government, 
since  the  restoration,  are  in  direct  contradiction 
with  the  inference  attempted  to  be  drawn,  that 
the  payment  (versenierU)  into  the  treasury,  or 
the  application  to  public  purposes,  of  funds  before 
deposited  there,  is  tantamount  to  a  definitive  ac- 

?|uisition  to  the  State  of  such  funds,  and  releases  it 
rom  the  obligation  of  repaying  the  same.  This 
will  be  fully  demonstrated  bv  the  following  quo- 
tations from  the  report  of  the  Nf  inister  of  Finances 
(Baron  Louis  himself)  of  July,  1814. 

[The  French  is  here,  as  in  every  other  place 
where  it  occurs  in  the  document,  omitted,  when 
supplied  by  a  translation.] 

"  The  eaisH  (PamartisseTnefU  was  instituted  as  a 
depositary  of  the  funds  of  securities:  the  judi- 
ciary deposites,  and  several  individual  deposites, 
were  intrusted  to  it  on  a  provision  of  restitution. 
AH  these  funds  were,  for  a  long  time,  by  the  orders 
of  the  chief  of  the  Gk>vernment,  employed  for  the 

expenses  of  the  State; .    The  funds  deposited 

in  the  caiase  tPamoriissenuntj  are  the  securities — ^thev 

amount to  the  sum  of ,  (of  which  it) 

has  only  actually  received  a  sum  of .    The 

surplus  has  been  paid  over,  and  remains  in  the 
Treasury,  for  88,675,000  francs,  dec.  The  judi- 
ciary deposites  placed  in  the  caUse  ePamoriissement, 
amount  to  11,814,000.    The  other  funds  in  depo- 

site,  are total  7,358,000.  T  he  reimbursements 

on  these  funds  have  been  continued,  dec. 

"  The  funds  deposited  in  the  caisH  de  service, 
amount  tot.  43,000,000.  The  reimburse- 
ments of  the  funds  deposited  have  been  faithfully 
continued,  although  they  had  been  expended,  dee. 

<*The  necessity  of  anticipations  introduced 
them  from  the  commencement  of  each  duty,  and 
they  have  often  been  extended  to  all  the  funds 
which  this  Minister  (of  Finances)  could  obtain, 
and  they  have  devoured  the  funds  deposited,  dec. 
The  arrearage  of  the  Minister  of  Finances  on  the 
Ist  April,  is  composed  of  deposites  expended,"  dbc. 

I  must  here  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  do  not 
mean  to  say,  that  H.  E.  Baron  Louis  was  incon- 
sistent with  himself  with  respect  to  the  question 
relative  to  the  proceeds  of  the  Antwerp  carc^oes. 
The  transaction  was  probably  unknown  to  him, 
or  not  attended  to  at  the  date  of  the  report  alluded 
to ;  or  he  may,  at  that  time,  have  already  been 
told,  that  they  made  no  part  of  those  deposites 
(ddpots  eoTieommde)  which  Government  was  bound 
to  reimburse.  All  that  concerns  me  is,  to  refute 
the  inference,  as  made  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Parish, 
that  such  deposites  were  acquired  to  the  State 
merely  because  they  had,  by  superior  orders,  been 
withdrawn  from  a  certain  caisse,  and  paid  {vends) 


in  the  Treasury.  And  it  follows,  irresistibly,  from 
the  quotationri  have  made,  that  it  was  the  gen- 
eral habit  of  the  head  of  the  Govemaient,  at  that 
time,  to  apply,  to  the  expenses  of  the  8tat&  when- 
ever exigencies  required  it,  every  species  of  depos- 
ited funds,  without  regard  to  their  origin,  or  to  the 
particular  chest  in  which  they  w^ere  deposited; 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  Antwerp  cargoes  would 
not  have  been  any  more  respected  had  they  been 
nominally  left  in  the  caisse  d^amortisaemefUy  mstead 
of  being  transferred  (versus)  into  the  treasury; 
that  the  funds  originally  deposited,  althoogh  with* 
drawn  and  expended,  (consommes)  continued  to 
be  faithfully  reimbursed  by  Gvovernmeot,  and  es- 
pecially that  the  payment  (versemeiU)  in  the 
treasury  did  not,  as  is  clearly  proven  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  catUionnem^HSj  operate  as  a  release 
from  the  obligation  of  reimbursing  the  funds  thus 
diverted  and  expended.  I  will  add,  that,  aJthoogk 
those  cautionnemens  are  not,  from  their  natore. 
generally  considered  as  a  debt,  the  payment  of 
which  may  be  required,  (detu  exigible)  yet  a  verf 
considerable  portion  has  actually  been  reimbunec 
to  the  functionaries  or  pentons  belonging  to  ter- 
ritories formerly  annexed  to  France,  which  make 
no  longer  part  of  it. 

4.  The  Council  of  State  has  decided,  in  an  an- 
alogous case,  that  the  payment  in  the  treasurr 
was  not  tantamount  to  a  condemnation.     In  Jta* 
uary,  1810,  the  American  vessel  Eagle  had  been 
captured  within  five  leagues  of  the  shore,  byt 
French  privateer,  and  conducted  to  the  port  d 
Passage.    The  captured  and  captors  made  a  coai- 
promise  on  the  subject ;  but  the  vessel  and  cargc> 
wer^  seized,  sequestered,  sold,  and  the  proceeds  , 
paid  in  the  treasury,  by  virtue  of  the  decrees 
passed  at  that  time  by  Bonaparte,  under  color  of 
reprisals.    The  case  was  brought  before  the  Ccua- 
cil  of  State,  who,  on  the  20th  of  April,  1820,  rati- 
fied the  compromise  above  mentioned,  notwith- 
standing the  opposition  both  of  the  captured  and 
the  general  direction  of  the  Douanes.     The  first 
reason  assigned  for  this  decision  is  in  the  follow- 
ing words:  ^'Consid^rant  qu'il  n'existe  dans  Fes- 
p^ce  aucun  acte  qui  ait  prononcft  la  confiscatioa 
du  navire  I'Aigle  au  profit  du  Gbuvemement  Fran- 
9ois."    This  case  and  that  of  the  Antwerp  vessels 
may  diflfer  in  many  other  respects;  but  the  Eagle 
was  included  in  the  general,  arbitrary,  and  un- 
justifiable seizures,  known  by  the  name  of  the  St 
Sebastian  sequestration ;  and  the  vessels  and  car^ 
goes,  thus  sequestered,  are,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
particular  question  now  under  discussion,  precise- 
ly in  the  same  predicament  as  the  Antwerp  car- 
£^.    They  were  equally  sold,  nearly  at  the  same 
time,  and  the  proceeds  were  equally,  by  a  simiJar 
order,  paid  in  the  treasury  and  applied  to  public 
purposes.    Indeed,  from  the  comparison  of  dates, 
and  other  information  obtained,  I  may  assert  that 
the  identical  order  by  which  the  proceeds  of  the 
Antwerp  cargoes  were  directed  to  be  paid  io  (be 
treasury,  included  all  the  others  which  had  beea 
sequestered;  and,  amongst  them,  the  St.  Sefans- 
tian  and  Passage  vessels  and  cargoes,  includiog 
the  Eaele.    The  fact,  at  all  event<(,  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sales  in  this  last  case,  having,  like  those 
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of  the  Antwerp  cargoes,  been  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury, is  not  only  notorioosp  but  was  within  the  full 
knowledge  and  view  or  the  Council  of  State 
when  the  aboTe  decision  was  made.  For,  in  the 
obserrations  laid  before  it  by  the  direction  of  the 
Douanes,  in  opposition  to  the  claim  of  the  captors, 
it  is  expressly  stated  '^que  c'est  en  vertu  d'ordres 
iman^s  de  S.  M.,  et  ayant  pour  base  le  droit  de 
reprisailles,  que  le  s6questre  avoit  6t6  mis,  la 
Teote  effectu6e,  et  le  produit  yenk  au  tr^sor."  In 
declaring,  therefore,  that  there  existed  no  act 
which  had  pronounced  the  confiscation  of  the 
vessel  Eagle  to  the  profit  of  the  French  Goyern- 
ment,  the  Council  of  State  has  explicitly  and 
directly  decided  that  an  order  issued  from  Bona- 
parte, directing  the  sale  of  a  vessel  and  cargo,  and 
tiiat  the  proceeds  should  be  paid  in  the  treasury, 
WIS  not  an  act  pronouncing  the  confiscation  of 
sQch  vessel  and  cargo^  or  of  their  proceeds. 

Your  Excellency  will  probably  think  that  it  was 
soperflaous  on  my  part  to  hare  accumulated  such 
an  orerwhelming  mass  of  proofs  for  the  purpose 
of  crushing  a  mere  shadow,  which  may  be  dissi- 
pated without  recurring  to  any  extraneous  consid- 
eration. In  taking  for  granted  the  order  alluded 
to  by  Baron  Louis,  it  must  be  assumed  such  as  he 
had  stated  it,  that  is  to  say,  as  simply  directing 
the  withdrawing  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  from  a 
certain  chest,  and  their  being  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury. Indeed,  had  there  been  any  thinff  further 
affecting  the  question,  in  that  document,  he  would 
not  have  failed  to  mention  it  in  support  of  the  in- 
ference attempted  to  be  drawn.  Such  a  decree, 
from  its  nature,  must  be  strictly  construed ;  it  can- 
not be  extended  beyond  what  appears  on  the  face 
of  it,  beyond  its  positive  enactments,  and  be  made 
to  say  what  is  not  contained  in  it.  Had  it  been 
intended,  not  only  to  make  use  of  the  property  for 
immediate  exigencies,  but  to  pronounce  its  defini- 
tire  condemnation,  there  could  have  been  no  mo- 
tire,  since  the  decree  was  not  to  be  published,  for 
not  inserting  in  it  a  positive  clause  to  that  effect, 
as  was  done  in  the  other  cases  where  condemna- 
tion was  the  object.  But,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  intention,  the  omi)»sion  of  such  a  clause 
is  of  itself,  and  alone,  conclusive  against  the  gra- 
tuitous and  unjustifiable  assertion,  that  the  order 
is  tantamount  to  a  condemnation.  The  order  in 
question  does  not  confiscate  the  property,  because 
it  contains  no  clause  to  that  effect. 

The  acts  and  the  decisions  of  the  €k)vemment, 
directly  8up|K>rting  or  recognising  the  justice  of 
the  claim,  will  now  be  stat^. 

All  the  vessels  which  arrived,  under  similar 
circumstances  with  those  whos<  cargoes  were  se- 
qoestered  at  Antwerp,  subsequent  to  the  decision 
of  the  4th  of  September,  1807,  and  prior  to  the 
Milan  decree  of  the  23d  of  November  ensuing, 
instead  of  beiug  detained,  were  refused  admittance 
and  sent  off.  One  of  them  at  least,  the  Orozimbo, 
was  within  the  power  of  the  Government,  and 
her  cargo,  which,  as  has  already  been  stated,  was 
actually  landed  on  account  of  repairs  wanted  by 
the  vessel,  might  certainlv  have  been  seized.  On 
tbe  same  principle  on  which  she  was  suffered  to 
depart  with  that  cargo,  those  of  the  seven  vessels 


previously  detained,  should  bave  been  allowed  to 
be  exported.  To  admit  that  she  was  not  liable  to 
seizure,  was  an  acknowledgment  that  there  was 
no  riffht  to  sequester  and  sell  those  of  the  other 
vessds.  Bui  there  are  other  cases  still  more  in 
point. 

It  was  only  in  the  instance  of  the  seven  vessels 
in  question  that  it  was  agreed  that  the  cargoes 
should  be  deposited  in  the  public  stores  until  the 
final  decision  respecting  the  construction  of  the 
Berlin  decree  was  kqown.  The  consignees  of  all 
the  other  numerous  vessels  which  arrived  during 
the  same  period,  and  under  the  same  circum- 
stances, in  the  otner  ports  of  France,  preferred  to 
avail  themselves  ol  the  opinion  given  by  the  Min- 
ister of  Finances,  to  receive  the  cargoes,  and  to 
give  bond  for  the  estimated  value  thereof.  The 
obligations  (soumissions)  subscribed  by  the  con- 
signees, were  in  the  following  form  : 

**  State  of  the  merchandise  brought  into  this 

port  by  the  ship ,  which  we  claim  from  the 

sequestration  of  the  custom-house,  where  they  are 
deposited  by  order,"  dbc. 

[Here  follows  the  enumeration  and  valuation 
of  the  merchandise.] 

"  Which  sum  oi .  we  submit,  with  our  se- 
curity for  the  whole  debt ,  to  represent  to  the 

receiver  of  the  customs  of ,  if  the  decision  of 

His  Imperial  Majesty  ordain  it,  on  account  of  the 
forced  visit  in  England  of  said  ship \  we  re- 
serving, in  need,  recourse  to  the  legal  tribunal. 
Done  at ,  the . 

'*  (  Signed)    The  trustees  and  their  security." 

The  number  of  cases  in  which  obligations  of 
this  kind  were  given,  is  known  to  the  French 
Government,  though  not  to  me ;  but  it  embraces, 
as  already  stated,  all  the  vessels,  the  seven  which 
came  to  Antwerp  only  excepted,  which,  having 
been  compelled  to  touch  in  rSngland,  arrived  in 
French  ports,  from  the  publication  of  the  Berlin 
decree  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1806.  until  the 
decision  of  the  4th  of  September  took  place. 

In  no  instance  whatever  has  the  payment  of 
any  one  of  these  obligations  been  enforced.  In 
every  other  instance  but  that  of  the  Antwerp  car- 
goes, those  of  vessels  precisely  in  the  same  pre- 
dicament, have  been  sold  for  the*  use  of  the  own- 
ers, no  steps  taken  to  recover  the  estimated  value 
for  which  the  obi intions.  were  given,  and,  in 
some  instances,  at  least,  those  obligations  have 
been  positively  annulled.  Notwithstanding  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  information  on  the  last 
point,  the  parties  interested  in  the  Antwerp  claim 
have  been  able  to  furnish  me  with  the  foUowing 
extracts  of  two  decisions : 
**Napoleon,  dec.  2Wh  SepUmheTf  1809. 

"  The  underwritten  recognizance  to  the  custom- 
house of  Marseilles  by  M.  M.  Autran  Bellier,  to 
answer  for  the  value  of  the  cargo  of  the  American 
ship  Eliza,  which  was  remitted  to  their  disposal, 
is  annulled." 

'<  16th  Naveniber^  1809. 

"The  same  decrees  in  favor  of  M.  Hottinguer^ 
for  the  cargo  of  the  American  ship  Ann,  arrivea 
at  Cherbourg." 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motive  of  GK)T- 
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ernment  for  not  enforcing  the  payment  of  ibose 
obligations,  the  omission  of  doin^  it  in  any  case 
whatever,  is  an  absolute  recognition,  on  its  part, 
that  there  was  no  groand  for  confiscation ;  and 
the  two  instances  quoted  are  sufficient  to  estab- 
lish the  fact  of  positive  decisions,  in  cases  per- 
fectly similar  to  that  which  is  the  object  of  the 
present  reclamation. 

The  same  principle  has  been  applied  even  to  a 
portion  of  the  identical  property  sequestered  at 
Antwerp,  the  payment  of  similar  obligations, 
which,  as  already  stated,  had  been  subscribed,  not 
only  for  some  ot  the  vessels,  but  also  for  a  small 
part  of  the  cargo  of  one  of  them,  having  never 
been  enforced. 

Finally,  indemnity  has  actually  been  paid,  since 
the  restoration,  for  a  considerable  portion  of  one 
of  the  cargoes. 

The  house  of  Mr.  Parish  had,  a  short  time  after 
the  arrival  of  the  vessels,  sold  to  Mta^n.  Fillietaz 
d&  Co.,  of  Antwerp,  256  bales  of  cotton,  part  of 
the  cargo  of  the  ship  Hiram.  It  being  then  con- 
fidently expected  that  the  merchandise  would  be 
delivered  to  the  parties,  the  sale  was  absolute,  and 
at  the  risk  of  Mr.  Fillietaz.  He  paid  the  purchase 
money,  received  a  proper  bill  of  sale,  and  became 
thus  vested  with  all  the  rights  of  the  original 
shipper,  but  without  recourse  agtfinst  him  or  the 
consignees.  He  was  disappointed  in  his  expecta- 
tion of  receiving  the  merchandise  thus  purchased. 
His  cotton  shared  the  fate  of  the  rest,  and  was 
sold  in  the  same  manner,  and  at  the  same  time, 
for  a  sum  exceeding  400,000  francs.  The  pro- 
ceeds, undistinguished  from  those  of  the  other 
cargoes,  were,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the 
same  order,  paid  in  the  Treasury.  He  applied  for 
indemnity,  as  a  subject  or  resident  of  Belgium,  to 
the  mixed  commission,  appointed  under  the  trea- 
ties and  conventions  of  Paris.  His  claim  was 
allowed,  and  placed  in  the  first  class,  that  of  cau- 
tionnemens  and  deposites  ;*  and  he  has  received, 
in  payment,  an  inscription  of  five  per  cent,  con- 
solidated French  stock,  amountinff,  in  principal, 
to  495,760  francs,  bearing  interest  trom  the  22d  of 
March,  1819,  together  with  10,726  francs  in  spe- 
cie, for  arrears  of  interest,  after  deducting  the 
commission  expenses  or  charges. 

It  has  now  been  fully  demonstrated,  not  only 
that  the  claim  is  founded  in  strict  justice ;  not 
only  that  the  property  was  never  confiscated,  and 
that  there  never  was  any  decision  to  that  efiect, 
either  in  that  or  similar  cases ;  not  only  that,  on 
the  contrary,  there  have  been  positive  decisions 
recognising  the  validity  of  the  claim;  but,  also, 
that  other  foreigners,  who  had  become  owners  of 


*  Mr.  Mertens,  of  Braxelles,  formerly  a  partner  in 
the  house  of  Mr.  Ridgwayi  presented  a  claim  to  the 
aame  commission,  for  the  whole  amount  which  had 
been  consigned  to  that  house.  His  application  was 
rejected  on  correct  grounds  ;  becaase,  although  him* 
self  a  subject  of  Belgium,  his  house  was  American, 
and  because  they  were  only  consignees,  and  not  own- 
ers of  the  cargoes,  the  right  to  which,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  sale  to  Mr.  Fillietaz,  has  remained  the 
property  of  American  dtiiens. 


part  of  it,  have  been  indemiufied  hj  Tirtoe  of  the 
treaties  concluded  between  His  Majesty's  Gof- 
er n  men  t  and  foreign  Powers.  Pennic  me  to  add, 
that  France  has  received,  and  cootinues  to  eajoy 
the  benefit  of,  the  money  arising  frooi  the  sales  of 
the  cargoes. 

That  money  was  paid  in  the  Tremsury,  and 
applied  towards  defraying  the  public  expenses  of 
the  State.  Had  it  been  restored  to  the  legitimate 
owners,  and  not  thus  applied,  thoae  expenses 
would  have  been  exactly  the  same.  The  only 
diderence  would  have  been  that  the  larse  arrim 
left  unpaid  by  Bonaparte,  would  have  been  still 
further  increased  precisely  by  the  sam  thus  de- 
tained from  the  American  citizens.  With  what 
good  faith  the  whole  of  that  arriere^  without  evea 
excepting  the  expenses  of  the  Hundred  Days,  has 
been  liquidated  and  paid  by  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, is  well  known.  In  fact^  anless  France 
sets  up  two  measures,  one  for  her  own  subjects 
and  all  other  foreigners,  and  another  for  the  citi-  d 
zens  of  the  United  States,  it  is  impossible  that  she  I 
can  refuse  discharging  this  just  debt  1 

I  beff  leave  to  apply,  not  only  for  that  payment, 
but,  also,  for  a  speedy  decision.  The  United 
States  had,  from  the  moat  friendly  motiTea,  yielded 
to  the  reluctance  to  take  up  the  subject  of  Ameri- 
can claims,  which  was  evinced  in  the  year  1817. 
The  objection  arising  from  the  state  of  the  finances. 
and  from  the  enormous  amount  of  the  demands 
pressing,  at  that  time,  on  the  resources  of  France, 
has  now  happily  ceased  to  exist.  Time  amply 
sufiScient  has,  in  the  mean  while,  been  taken,  (at 
every  possible  investigation  of  this  elaim.  The 
parties  have  already  experienced  most  grievoos 
losses,  from  the  long  detention  of  so  large  a  a 
amount  of  property.  They  should  not  be  tortoied 
by  further  vexatious  delays.  Justice,  when  too 
tardy,  often  fails  in  its  object.  When  it  is  known, 
as  in  this  case,  that  such  is  the  nature  of  the  claim 
that  it  will  ultimately  be  paid,  intrigotng  ^lecola* 
tors  are  never  wanting,  wno  try  to  take  advantage 
of  the  distance  and  the  necessities  of  the  ciaimants, 
to  purchase  their  rights  at  a  depreciated  rate. 
Such  attempts,  whicff^  even  when  not  actually 
tainted,  never  can  avoid  the  suspicion  of  corrup- 
tion, it  has  been  my  duty  to  repel,  and  heretofore 
with  success.  I  have  told  the  parties  to  listen  to 
no  proposals,  to  reject  every  indirect  interferenoe, 
that  their  claim  was  indisputable,  and  must  neces- 
sarily be  allowed.  We  employ,  to  attain  that  ob- 
ject, no  other  but  direct  means ;  no  weapons  hot 
those  of  arprument  I  trust  they  will  not  have 
been  used  m  vain,  when  the  appeal  is  made  to 
your  known  loyalty,  to  His  Majesty^  high  sense 
of  justice,  to  those  principles  of  good  faith,  in  dis- 
charging the  obligations  of  the  State,  which, 
in  every  instance  but  that  of  the  American 
claims,  had  uniformly  distinguished  his  Govern- 
ment. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  reiter- 
ated assurances  of  the  distinguished  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Viscount  OE  Montmorency, 

MiHuUr  of  Fomgn  Aj/^in,  ^, 
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No.  203. 

ExtTtict  of  a  leUer  firm  Mr,  GaUatiUy  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of^he  Uni- 
ted States  to  France^  to  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of 
State  f  dated 

Paris,  January  28,  1822. 

"  I  had  jresterday  a  conference  with  the  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Affairs,  on  the  subject  of  the  Ant- 
cverp  claims.  In  the  course  of  it,  1  referred  him 
to  my  letters  to  one  of  his  predecessors,  of  the  9th 
N^ovember,  1816,  and  of  the  22d  of  April,  1817 : 
to  the  first,  in  order  that  he  might  have  a  general 
Fiew  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  our  claims;  to 
the  other,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  both  the 
cause  of  the  delay  which  had  taken  place  on  that 
subject,  and  that  we  had  always  considered  the  re- 
clamations for  property  sequestered  and  not  con- 
demned, to  be  of  such  nature  that  the  claims  ought 
to  be  liquidated  and  paid  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  business,  and  did  not  require  any  diplomatic 
transaction.  I  then  stated,  that  although  our 
commercial  difficulties  might  have  justly  claimed 
the  more  immediate  attention  of  the  two  Govern- 
tnents,  yet  there  was  this  difference  between  the 
two  subjects,  that  the  last  was  only  one  of  mutual 
convenience,  each  party  being,  after  all,  at  liberty, 
though  at  the  risk  of  encountering  countervailing 
measures,  to  regulate  his  own  commerce  as  be 
pleased  ;  whilst  the  question  of  indemnity,  for  in- 
|uries  sustained,  was  one  of  right.  In  this  case 
we  demanded  justice,  and  I  was  sorry  to  be  obliged 
[o  say,  that,  notwithstanding  my  repeated  appli- 
cations, during  a  period  of  near  six  years,  I  had 
not  been  able  to  obtain  redress  in  one  sing^  in- 
»tance  for  my  lellow-citizens ;  an  observation, 
tvhich  applied  not  only  to  cases  which  had  arisen 
inder  the  former  Grovernment  of  France,  but  also 
:o  wrongs  sustained  under  that  of  His  Majesty. 
Such  result  could  not  escape  the  notice  of  my 
Grovernment,  and  had  accordingly,  been  com- 
plained of,  in  the  most  pointed  manner,  in  the  in- 
itructions  I  had  from  time  to  time  received.  There 
Bvas,  indeed,  an  aggravating  and  most  extraordi- 
lary  circumstance,  with  respect  to  the  applications 
relative  to  injuries  sustained  under  Bonaparte's 
Grovernment.  Not  only  had  I  failed  in  obtaining 
redress,  but  I  had  not  even  been  honored  with  an 
inswer.  It  could  not  be  concealed,  that  such  a 
:ourse  of  proceeding,  on  the  part  of  France,  had  a 
tendency  to  impair  the  friendly  relations  between 
:he  two  countries,  and  mi^ht  have  an  unfavorable 
effect,  even  in  the  discussion  of  other  subjects.  I 
therefore  earnestly  requested  that  he  would  im- 
mediately attend  to  the  reclamation  now  before 
iiim,  and  no  longer  delay  the  decision  which  we 
tiad  a  right  to  expect." 

"  Viscount  Montmorency  at  once  answered,  that 
iie  had  read  the  papers  relative  to  the  Antwerp 
sequestrations,  ana  that  he  was  struck  with  the 
justice  of  the  claim.  He  regretted,  he  added,  that 
Jie  settlement  of  this  reclamation  should  have 
fallen  on  the  present  Ministry ;  that  a  decision 
lad  not  taken  place  in  the  year  1819;  that  such 
in  objection  as  that  complained  of,  had,  at  that 
ime,  been  raised  by  the  Ministry  of  Finances. 


This  eandid  declaration  was  made,  he  said,  in 
full  confidence  that  I  would  understand  it  as  an 
opinion  formed  on  a  first  impression,  and  as  being 
only  his  individual  opinion ;  he  had  not  yet  con- 
ferred on  the  subject  with  the  Minister  of  Finances 
or  his  other  colleagues,  which  he  promised  to  do 
without  delay,  and  to  lay  the  subject  before  the 
King  as  soon  as  possible.  Speaking  of  our  claims 
generally,  he  alluded  to  the  hardship  that  the 
King's  Government  should  be  made  responsible 
for  all  the  misdeeds  of  Bonaparte ;  an  observation, 
to  which  I  did  not  think  necessary  to  answer,  as 
be  spoke  only  of  the  hardship  of  the  case,  and  did 
not  assert  that  the  obligation  did  not  exist." 

No.  208. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  GaUaiintoAh.  Adams. 

Paris,  April  23,  1822. 
<'  In  several  conversations  I  had  with  Viscount 
de  Montmorency,  on  the  subject  of  the  Antwerp 
cases,  he  always  evinced  a  sense  of  the  justice 
of  the  claim,  and  a  disposition  that  indemnity 
should  be  made,  but  I  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  obtain  an  official  answer;  and  finding  that 
objections,  which  were  not  distinctly  stated, 
were  still  made  by  the  Department  of  Finances, 
I  asked  «Mr.  Montmorency's  permission  to  con- 
fer on  the  subject  with  Mr.  de  Villele,  in  order 
that  I  might  clearly  understand  what  prospect 
there  was  of  obtaining  justice.  This  was  readily 
assented  to,  and  I  had  accordingly  an  interview 
yesterday  with  that  Minister. 

"  I  found  that  Mr.  de  Villele  had  only  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  had  not  read  my 
note  of  the  10th  January  last,  to  which  I  referred 
him,  and  which  he  promised  to  peruse  with  atten- 
tion. It  appeared,  however,  to  me,  that,  although 
he  was  cautious  not  to  commit  himself,  he  was 
already  satisfied,  from  the  inspection  of  the  papers 
in  his  Department,  and  without  having  seen  my 
argument,  that  the  claim  was  just,  and  that  the 

ground  assumed  by  Baron  Louis,  in  his  letter  to 
Ir.  Parish,  was  untenable. 

"  His  objections  to  a  payment  of  the  claim  at 
this  lime,  supposing  that  on  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion it  proved  to  be  just,  were  the  following: 

"  1st.  There  were  no  funds  at  his  disposal,  from 
which  the  payment  could  be  made;  and  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  an  application  should 
be  made  to  the  Chambers  for  that  purpose:  a  de- 
mand which  would  be  very  ill  received,  as  it  had 
been  generally  supposed  that  France  was  relieved 
from  every  foreign  claim  of  that  description. 

"  2d.  Such  was  the  amount  of  wrong^  commit- 
ted by  Bonaparte,  and  the  acknowledged  impossi- 
bility that  France  could  repair  them  all,  that  the 
European  Powers,  although  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  and  occupying  a  part  of  the  country,  had 
consented  to  receive,  as  a  payment  in  full,  a  stipu- 
lated sum,  which  fell  very  short  of  the  amount 
of  their  claims.  The  payments  thus  made  by 
France,  had  therefore  been  in  every  instance 
the  result  of  an  agreement^  (d'une  transaction,) 
founded  on  equitable  principles,  and  on  an  aban- 
donment, on  the  part  of  the  foreign  Powers,  of 
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a  considerable  part  of  their  claims.  It  appeared 
to  him  impossible  that  an  application  for  foods 
could  be  made  to  the  Chambers,  for  the  purpose 
of  satisfying  American  claims,  anless  it  was  also 
the  result  of  a  trantaction  of  a  similar  nature. 

^  3d.  E^en  in  that  case,  the  engagement  to  pay 
any  sum  at  this  time,  for  that  object,  would  for 
the  reasons  already  stated,-  and  for  many  others 
arising  from  the  change  of  Government,  appear 
extremely  hard.  The  oulv  way  to  render  it  pala- 
table was,  that  it  should  oe  accompanied  by  the 
grateful  information,  that  our  commercial  difficul- 
ties were  arranged  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  He 
r^etted,  therefore,  extremely,  that  the  discussion 
or  the  two  subjects  had  been  separated,  one  being 
treated  in  the  United  States,  and  the  other  here; 
and  he  asked,  whether  it  was  probable  that  the  re- 
sult of  the  negotiation  at  Washington  would  be 
known  at  Paris  before  the  next  session  of  the 
Chambers,  which  b  to  take  place  in  June  next. 

'*I  must  say,  that  these  observations  did  not 
appear  to  be  made  with  an  intention  of  throwing 
new  obstacles  in  the  way  of  an  adjustment  of  our 
claims,  but  for  the  purpose  of  stating  the  difficul- 
ties which  the  Qovernment  would  have  to  encoun- 
ter, in  any  attempt  to  effect  that  object.  It  was 
not  the  less  necessary  to  reply  to  the  suggestions 
thus  made :  and  I  observed,  with  respect  to  the 
delays  which  had  taken  place,  that  they  were  to 
be  ascribed  solely  to  the  French  Qovernment.  It 
was  in  consequence  of  the  determination  of  the 
Duke  of  Richelieu,  and  I  referred  to  my  letter  to 
him  of  the  22d  of  April,  1817 ;  it  was  against  my 
opinion,  and  notwitnstanding  my  strong  remon- 
strances, that  the  subject  had  been  postponed,  and 
that  provision  was  not  made  for  our  claims  at  the 
same  time  as  for  those  of  subjects  of  the  European 
Powers.  But  I  had  taken  care  to  remind  the  Duke 
of  Richelieu,  when  the  communication  for  the  last 
object  was  made  to  the  Legislative  Body,  that  the 
American  claims  were  not  included  in  the  settle- 
ment ;  and  he  had  accordingly  expressly  stated  in 
that  communication,  that  the  sum  to  be  voted 
would  dischar^  France  from  all  demands  on  the 
part  of  the  subjects  of  the  European  Powers.  This 
was  so  well  understood,  that  the  subsequent  grant 
of  seven  millions  had  been  voted  for  the  purpose 
of  discharging  the  Algerine  claims.  Ours  alone 
remained  unsettled ;  and  the  Chambers  must  have 
expected,  and  could  not  therefore  be  astonished, 
that  an  application  for  that  object  should  also  be 
made  to  them. 

*'  As  to  the  proprietv  of  a  convention,  for  the 
general  adjustment  oi  the  claims  of  American 
citizens,  I  informed  Mr.  de  Villele,  that  this  was 

freciseiy  what  the  United  States  had  asked ;  and 
referred  him  to  my  note  of  the  9th  November, 
1816,  which  to  this  day  remained  unanswered. 
The  extraordinary  silence  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, was  at  least  a  proof  of  its  reluctance  to 
adopt  that  mode  of  settlement,  and  there  was  an 
intrmsic  difficulty  in  what  he  called  a  transac- 
tion. The  United  States  could  have  no  objection 
to  a  partial  admission  and  reimbursement  of  the 
claims  of  their  citizens ;  but  they  would  not,  in 
order  to  obtain  that  object,  sacrifice  other  recla- 


mations equally  just,  and  give  that  general  re- 
lease which  France  was  ctesiroaa  to  obtain,  is 
consid^tion  of  that  partial  payment.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  was  a  natural,  and  per- 
haps the  most  practicable,  course  to  press  a  set- 
tlement of  those  claims,  which  it  might  be  pre- 
sumed she  intended  ultimately  to  pay.  To  repel 
this,  on  a  plea  that  a  convention,  embracing  the 
whole,  was  a  preferable  mode,  was  an  antenable 
position,  so  long  as  our  overture,  baTing  the  last 
object  in  view,  remained  unanswered. 

"After  having  expressed  my  siocere  wishei, 
that  an  arrangement  of  our  commereiai  difficul- 
ties might  soon  be  effected,  and  having  shown, 
from  a  recapitulation  of  what  had  taken  place  at 
the  time,  that  the  transfer  of  the  negotiations,  for 
that  object,  to  Washington,  was  owing  to  the 
French  Grovernment,  I  stated  that  there  was  no 
connexion,  whatever,  between  that  and  the  sob- 
ject  of  our  claims,  and  that  even  when  discosssed 
at  the  same  place,  they  had  always  been  treated 
distinctly.    Our  reclamations  were  of  mach  older 
date,  and  not  to  speak  of  the  former  Govern mmt 
of  this  country,  they  had,  since  the  restoration, 
been  pending  near  four  years,  before  any  disos- 
sion  of  our  commercial  relations  had  commenced. 
I  was  ready  to  acknowledge  that  it  woald  be,  at 
any  time,  an  unpleasant  duty  for  His  MajestfH 
Ministers  to  be  obliged  to  ask  funds  for  the  par- 
pose  of  repairing  the  injuries  sustained,  during  a 
former  period,  by  the  citizens  of  a  foreign  nation; 
and  I  was  sensible  that  the  task  would  be  more 
easy  after  the  settlement  than  during  the  existence 
of  other  difficulties.    But  justice,  and  our  perse- 
verance, on  which  he  might  rely,  required  that 
the  duty,  however  unpleasant,  should*  at  some 
time,  be  performed ;  and  I  was  the  leas  disposed 
to  acquiesce  in  new  and  vexatious  delays,  on  the 
ground  alluded  to,  because  the  result  of  the  nego- 
tiations was  very  uncertain.    The  delay,  in  that 
respect,  was  solely  due  to  the  French  Grovernment; 
they  had  thrown  great  obstacles  in  the  way  of  aa 
arrangement,  by  Mending  other  subjects  with  that 
immediately  to  be  attended  to;  afterwards,  they 
became  sensible,  in  the  latter  end  of  September 
last,  that  it  was  necessary  to  send  new  instroetions 
to  Mr.  de  Neuville.    I  had,  in  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, made  eyery  representation,  and  given  all  the 
explanations  which  could  be  necessary ;  jet,  the 
instructions  to  Mr.  de  Neuville  were  not,  as  I  un- 
derstood, sent  till  late  in  January,  and  had  not 
yet,  I  believed,  been  received  on  the'l2th  of  March. 
The  success  of  the  negotiation  depended  on  the 
nature  of  those  instructions,  with  which  I  was  not 
acquainted.    If  they  produced  no  favorable  resoit, 
the  consequence  would  only  be,  that  the  commeree 
between  the  two  countries  would  be  lessened,  and 
flow  through  indirect  channels — probably  to  oar 
mutual  loss,  and  to  the  profit  of  the  British  man- 
ufacturers and  navigation.    But,   however  this 
might  be  lamented,  it  was  only  a  question  of  pol- 
icy— each  of  the  two  nations  had  a  right  to  re- 
late her  commerce,  as  in  her  opinion  best  suited 
her  interest.    But,  with  respect  to  our  claims,  it 
was  a  question  of  right,  the  consideration  of  which 
ought  not,  and  could  not,  be  abandoned  or  post- 
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poocd,  eren  if  the  commercial  relations  should 
coDiioue  to  be  less  eztensire  and  less  advantage- 
OQS  than  they  had  formerly  been,  or  might  again 
become,  in  case  a  satisfactory  arrangement,  re- 
ipectiog  the  discriminating  duties,  was  made; 
whether  the  result  of  the  negotiation  would  be 
known  here  in  June,  it  was,  of  course,  impossible 
for  me  to  say. 

^^Mr.  de  Villele.  having  taken  memoranda,  and 
promised  to  read  the  notes  to  which  I  had  alluded, 
tsked  me,  whether  there  was  any  difference  be- 
tween Mr.  Parish's  claim  (meanine  the  three  Te»- 
sds  consigned  to  his  house)  and  that  for  the  four 
other  Antwerp  ships  ?  to  which  I  answered,  most 
decidedly,  in  the  negative.  He  theiK  having  the 
decree  of  the  22d  of  July,  1818,  before  him,  in* 
quired  in  what  consisted  the  difference  between 
the  Antwerp  claims  and  those  for  other  property 
sequestered  and  embraced  by  the  same  decree,  viz: 
the  St.  Sebastian  seizures  and  the  vessels  given 
op  by  Holland.  I  answered — none,  whatever,  in 
substance,  and  that  the  reason  why  a  specific  ap- 
piicstioB  was  made  for  the  Antwerp  claims,  alone, 
in  my  letter  of  the  10th  January  last,  was  that, 
baring  already  demanded  indemnitv  for  all  the 
claims,  particularly  in  my  note  of  9th  November, 
1816,  the  claimants,  who  relied  on  the  exertions 
of  their  Glovernment  to  obtain  redress,  had  gener- 
ally thought  it  unnecessary  to  make  separate  ap- 
plications; Mr.  Parish,  however,  being  on  the 
spot,  had  urged  a  special  decision  in  his  case,  and 
my  Government  having,  for  the  reasons  already 
suted,  acquiesced  in  that  course,  the  Antwerp 
claims  were,  in  that  manner,  first  presented  to  the 
consideration  of  that  of  France.  But,  I  had* ex- 
pressly stated  in  my  note,  that  this  was  not,  in 
anyway,  to  be  construed  as  an  abandonment  of 
other  claims,  equally  just,  although  their  features 
might  not,  in  every  respect,  be  precisely  the  same. 
Between  the  Antwerp  and  the  other  claims  for 
property  sequestered  and  not  condemned,  I  knew 
none  biat  merely  nominal  differences.  The  St. 
Sebastian  vessels  and  cargoes  had  been  seized  and 
Kid  under  an  untenable  and  frivolous  pretence, 
that  of  retaliation,  to  which  a  retrospective  effect 
bad  been  given.  The  Antwerp  cargoes  had  been 
scize4  and  sold,  without  any  pretence  whatever 
being  assigned  for  it.  In  neither  cas^  had  a  con- 
demnation taken  place.  In  both  cases  we  had 
always  claimed  restitution,  or  trial,  before  the 
ordinary  competent  tribunal.  The  right  to  ask 
for  such  trial  was,  in  both  cases,  derived  from  the 
W  of  nations,  and  it  was,  for  the  Antwerp 
cargoes,  also  founded  on  positive  treaty  stipu- 
lations." 


Mr.  GaUatin  to  tlie  Secretary  of  State^No.  212. 

Paris,  Maf^  13, 1822. 

SiB!  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a 
letter  1  wrote,  on  the  3d  instant,  to  Viscount  Mont- 
morency, on  the  subject  of  the  Antwerp  claims. 
He  has  promised  an  answer;  but,  as  he  spoke, 
^ouffh  in  vague  terms,  of  objections,  which  it 
vould  be  better  to  prevent,  rather  than  to  answer, 


I  asked  him  an  interview,  which  is  to  take  place 
on  Saturday  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  A«. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


Mr,  GaUatin  to  the  Viscount  Montmorency, 

Paris,  May  3, 1822. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  10th  of  January 
last,  to  address  to  your  Excellency  a  note,  relative 
to  the  American  cargoes  sequestered  at  Antwerp. 
But,  although  the  conversations  I  had  since  the 
honor  to  have  with  your  Excellency  on  that  sub- 
ject, had  led  me  to  ho[>e  that  there  was  a  disposi- 
tion to  render  a  tardy  justice  to  the  claimants,  the 
note  still  remains  unanswered. 

It  is  mv  duty  to  remind,  also,  your  Excellency, 
that  all  the  former  notes  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  address  to  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  either  with 
respect  to  that  reclamation,  or,  generally,  on  the 
subject  of  the  American  claims,  and  particularly 
the  note  of  the  9th  of  November,  1816,  have  shared 
the  same  fate.  That,  on  a  subject  so  important, 
no  official  answer  should,  for  such  length  of  time, 
have  been  given  to  the  earnest  and  repeated  ap^ 
plications  of  a  friendly  Power ;  that,  where  favors 
are  not  asked,  but  justice  is  demanded,  there 
should  have  been  such  a  tacit  perseverance  in 
avoiding  even  to  discuss  the  question,  must  be 
allowed  a  most  uncommon  proceeding  in  the  in- 
tercourse between  independent  nations. 

To  these  considerations  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that 
two  American  citizens,  with  powers  from  the 
owners  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Antwerp  cargoes, 
have  been  here  for  a  length  of  time,  one  of  them 
for  a  year,  for  the  sole  puroose  of  pursuing  and 
liquidating  that  claim ;  ana  that  they  both  unite 
in  requesting  that  they  may  be  no  longer  detained, 
and  that,  at  all  events,  a  decision  may  be  made 
in  that  case. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  most  earnestly  to  request 
from  your  Excellencv,  that  no  further  delays  may 
take  place,  and  to  ask  that  official  answer,  whicn 
I  have  never  doubted,  would,  when  made,  prove 
satisfactory  to  the  just  expectation  of  the  parties 
interested. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  renewed 
assurance  of  the  distinguished  consideration  with 
which,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Mr.  GaUatin  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  No.  216,  dated 

Paris,  June  13,  1822. 

"The  conference  I  had,  on  the  18th  ultimo, 
with  Viscount  de  Montmorency,  on  the  subject  of 
the  American  claims,  turned  principally  on  the 
difficulties  which  this  Government  would  find  in 
effecting  an  arrangement  with  us.  The  result  of 
a  free  conversation  on  what  was  practicable,  seem- 
ed to  be,  that  a  definitive  agreement  was  prefer- 
able to  a  partial  payment,  and  that  the  choice 
must,  in  that  respect,  be  between  the  two  follow- 
ing modes :  either  the  payment  of  a  stipulated 
sum,  in  full  discharge  of  the  demands  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States  for  spoliations,  and  to  be  distributed  by 
their  Government;  or,  the  reference  of  the  whole 
case  to  a  joint  commission,  which,  in  case  of 
disagreement,  would  refer  the  disputed  points  to 
a  Sovereign  chosen  by  the  two  Governments." 

"  Although  Mr.  de  Montmorency  appeared  to 
continue  to  be  personally  well  disposed,  he  did 
not  conceal  that  there  were  objections  in  the 
Council  of  Ministers ;  and  he  stated,  a  few  da  ys 
after,  that  they  were  inclined  to  postpone  the 
subject,  until  the  result  of  the  negotiation  at 
Washington  was  ascertained.  I  concluded,  ne- 
▼ertbdess,  to  insist  for  an  answer  to  my  last  note, 
being  satisfied  that  it  would  not  amount  to  a  re- 
jection, which  would  have  committed  hereafter 
this  Government,  and  that  there  would  be  some 
advantage  in  obtaining,  at  least,  something  more 
than  veA»l  from  them.  The  answer  of  the  -1st 
instant,  was  accordingly  received,  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  enclosed.  We  had  so  many  accounts 
of  a  near  prospect  of  an  arrangement  being  on 
the  eve  of  being  concluded,  between  you  and  Mr. 
de  Neuville,  that  I  waited  a  few  days  before  I 
made  a  reply;  but,  having  now  h^rd  of  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress,  without  any  convention 
naving  been  made,  I  this  day  have  made  the 
answer,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a 
copy." 


[thanslation.] 

Vucounl  Montmorency  to  Mr,  GaUaiin, 

Paris,  June  1, 1822. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the  3d  of  May,  rela- 
tive to  the  American  cargoes  sequestered  in  the 
Eort  of  Anvers,  and  to  the  other  claims  which  you 
ave  already  heretofore  laid  before  the  Ministers 
of  the  King. 

I  could  have  wished,  sir,  to  have  been  able  to 
answer  you  sooner,  and,  especially,  to  have  been 
able  to  welcome  your  demands ;  but  I  was  under 
the  necessity  of  first  submitting  them  to  the  King, 
who  is  engaged  in  Council ;  His  Majesty  having 
nothing  more  at  heart,  than  to  see  adjusted,  in 
a  proper  and  satisfactory  manner,  the  afiairs  of 
mutual  interest  for  both  countries,  and  thus  to 
multiply  between  them  useful  and  amicable  re- 
lations. 

T|^e  object  of  your  claims  is,  without  doubt,  in- 
teresting to  a  great  number  of  individuals ;  and 
We  have,  also,  individual  claims  to  make,  which 
are  likewise  of  great  interest  to  the  subjects  of 
the  King,  whom  they  concern.  I  would  be  first 
to  wish  that  the  Government  could  be  engaged 
with  them ;  but  you  are  not  ignorant,  sir,  tnat 
there  is,  at  this  moment,  at  Washington,  a  nego- 
tiation which  embraces  general  interests  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  navigation  of  France 
and  of  America. 

The  King's  Council  has  judged,  that  it  was 
better  to  put  off  the  examination  of  the  individual 
claims,  until  the  negotiation  upon  the  general 
interests  was  concluded ;  and,  as  soon  as  that  shall 
take  place^  I  shall  hasten,  sir,  to  move,  in  the 


King's  Council,  the  ezamiaation  of  the  elaia! 
which  form  the  object  of  your  letter  of  the  3c 
May.    \  have  the  honor,  dtc. 

MONTMORENCY. 


3fr.  Gallatin  to  the  Viscount  Montnornci 

Paris,  Jum  23,  l^l 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receire  yoar  ExeeUen- 
cy's  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  in  answer  to  mma 
the  3d  of  May,  relative  to  the  Americin  recUoi- 
tions. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  uofaroniilt 
suggestions  heretofore  made  on  that  subject  are  oc 
lonser  alluded  to,  and  that  the  only  reason  assign- 
ed lor  its  postponement  is  foreiffn  to  the  merits  ci 
the  claim.  I  had  expected  no  less  from  the  jot- 
tice  of  His  Majesty's  Govern  menu  Bat  tbis  oer 
delay  is  as  vexatious  as  unexpected ;  and  k 
grounds  on  which  it  is  placed  appear  aliofetto 
untenable. 

It  will  appear  by  my  letter  of  the  22d  of  Apri 
1817,  to  his  Excellency  the  Duke  of  RicheiieiL 
that  the  magnitude  of  the  claims  made  upon  Fruft 
bv  subjects  of  European  Powers  was  the  reua 
alleged  at  that  time  for  postponing  to  a  more  fa- 
vorable moment  the  discussion  of  the  Americu 
claims  in  question.  The  Gk>vemmeDt  of  the  IV 
ted  States,  from  the  most  friendly  motires^thoaft 
with  great  reluctance,  acquiesced  so  far  in  ^ 
delay  as  to  have  absuined  from  pressing  tgvt 
the  subject  until  the  European  claims  bad  tiees 
arranged  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  1  made  it  tbit 
time,  as  will  appear  by  my  letter  to  the  Dokeot 
Richelieu  of  the  3d  April,  1818,  an  uoaTailiDgefoif 
to  obtain  a  simultaneous  and  definitire  anuf^ 
ment  of  the  American  claims,  as  most  cows^ 
both  with  common  justice  and  sound  policf.  Ah 
now,  when  the  original  cause  of  the  po$tpoll^ 
ment  has  ceased  to  exist ;  when  the  Drosperoft 
situation  of  the  finances  of  France  leaves  no 
ground  for  the  primitive  objection;  a  new  cine 
for  delay  is  sought  in  circumstances  of  a  sow* 
quent  date,  and  which  are  whpliy  aacoooectn 
with  the  subject  in  question.  The  coosidentioo 
of  American  claims  was  adjourned  oo  a  presoon 
plea  of  temporary  inability  or  incoDreiiieoce,einf 
m  1817  ;  at\d  the  commercial  difficulties  whielii( 
is  the  object  of  the  pending  negotiation  at  Wt$r 
ington  to  arrange  did  not  arise  till  the  yeir  nK< 
That  the  question  of  indemnity  oogbt  Dot  to  k 
made  to  depend  on  the  fate  of  that  segotiiuo&B 
equally  evident. 

An  arrangement  which  will  restore  to  the  oin* 
gation  of  America  and  France  those  ^^"^^^ 
now  enjoyed,  to  the  exclusion  of  both,  bf  ^^^ 
vessels,  and  which  will  have  a  tendency  to  ex(^ 
the  commercial  and  friendly  relations  between  uw 
two  countries,  is  undoubtedly  a  most  jj*"* 
object,  and  of  the  highest  importance.  Ban^^ 
after  all  a  questidn,  not  of  right,  but  of  F^r 
Either  of  the  two  Governments  ma)r,on  iMt « 
ject,  make  an  erroneous  determioaUofi)  '^^V^^ 
of  them,  should  they  not  unfortunatelr  bea^i^  ^ 
agree  on  that  point,  has  ultimately  the  rigfi 
DMke  its  own  commercial  regulatioos,  eip^'"'^ 
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itself  withoat  doubt  to  countervailing  measures, 
but  without  giving  thereby  any  just  ground  of 
complaint,  or  disturbing  in  other  respects  the  har- 
fflony  subsistin jf  between  the  two  nations.  In  fact 
that  state  of  things  exists  to  a  much  greater  extent 
between  France  and  many  European  Power?, 
inrticularly  with  Great  Britain.  The  commerce 
between  America  and  France,  and  which  may  be 
estimated  to  amount  in  value  to  about  eighty  mil- 
iioDs  of  francs  a  year,  may  still  be  carried  on  in 
forei?Q  vessels,  or  through  indirect  channels. 
Neither  country  has  prohibited  the  importation  of 
the  prodncts  ot  the  soil  or  industry  or  the  other. 
The  only  question  under  discussion,  and  on  which 
they  may  happen  not  to  agree,  is  that  of  the  nav- 
izatioQ— that  is  to  say,  of  the  freight  of  the  arti- 
cles of  exchange,  which  may  in  the  whole  be 
worth  about  three  millions  a  year.  Bift,  from  the 
respectire  prohibitions  existing  in  France  and 
Eogland,  it  is  not  merely  the  navigation,  but  the 
commerce  itself,  between  the  two  countries,  which 
is  so  nearly  annihilated  as  not  to  exceed  twelve 
or  fifteen  millions  a  year.  It  has  certainly  in  this 
case  never  been  suggested  that  because  each  Gov- 
ernment follows  in  that  respect  its  own  views,  the 
other  questions  of  right  or  general  policy  should 
on  that  account  be  suspended ;  that  because  a 
treaty  of  commerce  may  appear  injurious  to  either 
of  them,  the  other  would  for  that  reason  be  justi- 
fied in  refusing  to  do  justice  in  other  respects. 
The  question  of  the  indemnity  claimed  by  the 
United  States  from  France  is  one,  not  merely  of 
policy,  but  of  ri^ht.  It  will  again  revert,  and  with 
the  same  force,  in  case  there  should  be  no  arrange- 
iQent  of  the  commercial  difficulties.  The  founda- 
tion on  which  the  demand  rests  cannot  be  affected 
by  that  result.  France  must  still  acknowledge 
or  deny  the  justice  of  that  claim.  She  is  bound, 
in  the  first  case,  to  grant  the  indemnity ;  in  the 
other,  to  adduce  satisfactory  reasons  for  her  denial. 
I  mast  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  object  of 
these  reclamations  cannot  be,  andis  not  considered 
by  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  as  only 
affecting  the  interests  of  private  individuals,  but 
uan  important  subject  of  public  concern.  It  is  not 
for  priTate  contracts  voluntarily  entered  into,  or 
other  claims  of  a  similar  nature ;  it  is  for  numer- 
ous spoliations,  committed  not  only  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  common  justice,  bot'in  violation 
of  the  acknowledged  law  of  nations,  and  of  posi- 
tive treaty  stipulations;  it  is  for  the  most  flagrant 
2nd  continued  infractions  of  their  rights,  as  a  neu- 
^and  independent  nation,  that  the  United  States 
demand  that,  at  least,  a  satisfactory  indemnity 
should  be  made  to  her  citizens  for  the  losses  thus 
^eted.  The  whole  series  of  their  public  acts,  at 
home  and  abroad,  when  those  outrageous  pro- 
ceedings took  place,  and  the  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces, (arising  from  simultaneous  aggressions  on  the 
part  of  England,)  which  alone  prevented  a  resort 
^^ar,  are  facts  of  such  notoriety,  as  to  render  it 
difficult  to  conceive  how  the  subject  cAn  be  viewed 
^of  an  inferior  importance,  and  as  only  affecting 
Pf\'*te  interests.  If  any  further  proof  was  re- 
<lQired,  in  that  respect,  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty 
^^  the  16th  of  March,  1810,  between  France  and 


Holland,  might  be  quoted.  Certain  American 
cargoes,  which  make  part  of  our  reclamations, 
were,  bv  that  treaty,  put  at  tha  disposal  of  France, 
"  in  order,"  according  to  the  said  article,  '^  that  the 
same  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  circumstan- 
ces, and  to  the  political  relations  between  France 
and  the  United  States." 

Not  knowing  to  what  reclamations,  by  subjects 
of  France  against  the  United  States,  your  Excel- 
lency alludes,  I  can  only  observe  that,  if  there  are 
any,  respecting  which  a  stipulation  should  be 
deemed  necessary,  it  must  of  course  be  understood 
that  every  such  stipulation  will,  in  every  respect, 
be  reciprocal,  and  embrace,  on  both  sides,  all  re- 
clamations or  a  similar  nature,  and  for  the  same 
period  of  time. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assu- 
rances, dec. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Viscount  de  Montmorency, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  ^c. 


No.  230. 

Extrcut  of  a  Utter  fr(m  Mr,  Oallatin  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated  Paris,  September  8,  1822. 

''  I  had,  on  the  17th  ultimo,  written  to  Viscount 
Montmorency,  and  again  on  the  31st  to  Mr.  de 
Villele.  on  the  subject  of  our  reclamations,  only  to 
remind  them,  that  the  late  convention  had  re- 
moved the  sole  cause  assigned  for  delay.  I  re- 
ceired,  last  night,  Mr.  de  Villele's  note  of  the  3d, 
of  which  copy  is  enclosed." 


Mr,  Gallatin  to  Mr,  de  MoiUniorency,  dated  I7th  Au- 
gust, 1822. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  again  your  Excellency's  at- 
tention to  the  American  claims,  for  sequestrations 
and  spoliations.  The  cause  assigned  by  your  Ex- 
cellency, in  your  letter  of  the  first  of  June  last,  for 
suspending  their  consideration,  being  happily  re- 
moved by  the  late  commercial  arrangement,  I  trust 
that  nu  iurther  delay  will  take  place,  and  that,  in 
conformity  with  the  tenor  of  that  letter,  your  Ex- 
cellencjr  will  be  pleased  to  to  bring  that  import- 
ant subject  before  the  King's  Council. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept,  dbc. 

[translation.] 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Mr,  Gallatin  to  Mr,  de  ViUtU, 

dated  Paris,  August  31,  1822. 

'^  Permit  me  to  remind  your  Excellency^  that  the 
three  last  letters  which  I  had  the  honor  of  address- 
ing to  his  Excellency  the  Viscount  de  Montmo- 
rency, are  still  unanswered.  The  first,  under  the 
date  of  the  17th  current,  had,  for  its  object,  the 
different  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
The  second,  of  the  20th,  contained  my  observations 
on  the  project  of  an  ordinance,  necessary  that  the 
execution  of  the  convention  of  24th  June  may 
commence  on  the  1st  of  October  next.  The  last, 
of  the  27th,  remonstrated  against  the  conduct  pur- 
sued by  the  local  authorities,  in  regard  to  the 
American  vessel  the  General  Hamilton,  thrown 
upon  the  coast,  near  Montreuil,  on  the  sea." 
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'^  I  eagerly  seize  this  occasion  to  beg  your  Ex- 
celleocy  to  be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurance,"  &c. 


[translation.] 

Mr.  de  ViOele  to  Mr,  Gallatin,  dated  Sept.  3,  1822. 

You  did  me  the  honor,  on  the  31st  of  August 
last,  to  remind  me  of  several  American  claims,  of 
which  you  had  formerly  apprized  the  Viscount  de 
Montmorency.  It  is  necessary  for  me  to  collect 
some  documents  respecting  this  affair,  in  order  to 
judge  of  what  consequences  they  may  be  suscep- 
tible. Be  pleased  to  believe,  sir,  that  I  shall  at- 
tend to  them  with  a  good  deal  of  interest  and  at- 
tention.   Accept,  sir,  the  assurances,  &c. 


No.  233. 


Extract  of  a  letter  flrom  Mr.  Gallatin^  Envop  Extra- 
ordinary  and  Mimster  Plenipotentiary  to  Erance,  to 
Mr.  AdanUj  Secretary,  cf  State,  dated  Paris,  24^ 
September,  1822. 

"  I  had  yesterday  a  conference  with  Mr.  Villele. 
on  the  subject  of  our  claims.  He  expressed  his 
wish  that  a  seneral  arrangement  might  take  place, 
embracing  all  the  subjects  of  discussion  between  the 
two  countries;  stated  those  to  be,  the  reclamations 
of  the  United  States  for  spoliations  on  their  trade, 
those  of  France,  on  account  of  Beaumarchais' 
claim,  and  of  the  vessels  captured  on  the  aoast  of 
Africa,  and  the  question  arising  under  the  Louisi- 
ana treaty ;  and  asked,  whether  I  was  prepared  to 
negotiate  upon  all  those  points?  I  answered  that 
1  was  ready  to  discuss  them  all,  but  that  I  must 
object  to  uniting  the  Louisiana  question  to  that  of 
claims  for  indemnity,  as  they  were  essentially  dis- 
tinct ;  and,  as  I  thought  that,  after  all  that  bad 
passed,  we  had  a  right  to  expect  that  no  further 
obstacle  should  be  thrown  in  the  discussion  of  our 
claims,  by  connecting  it  with  subjects  foreign  to 
them." 


No.  236.    . 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin,  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Mmieter  Plenipotentiary  to  France,  to 
Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State,  dated  Paris,  13^ 
Notember,  1822. 

*<  I  received,  on  the  18th  instant,  a  letter  from 
Mr.  de  Villele,  of  the  6th — copy  of  which  is 
enclosed,  together  with  that  of  my  answer,  of 
the  12th:"  ' 


[translation.] 
Mr.  de  Villele  to  Mr.  Gallatin. 

Paris,  November  6, 1822. 
Sir  :  The  Convention,  concluded  at  Washing- 
ton, on  the  24th  of  June  last,  has  removed  the 
obstacles  which  have,  momentarily,  impeded  the 
relations  of  commerce  between  France  and  the 
United  States.  Although  this  Convention  is  only 
temporary,  it  holds  out  the  expectation  of  a  treaty 
more  extensive  and  more  durable.  It  has  left 
leisure  proper  for  discussing  and  establishing  this 
treaty,  upon  bases  the  most  conformable  to  the 


in terest  of  the  t  wo  S tates.  Already  the  commsii- 
cations  are  re-opened^  on  both  sides,  on  the  most 
amicable  footing.  His  Majesty  has  seeo,  with  sat- 
isfaction, this  happy  effect  of  the  arrangemest  con- 
cluded in  his  name,  and  in  that  of  ibe  U&ited 
States. 

If  any  partial  difficulties  still  remain  tobe  r^ 
moved,  tney  will  be  easily  arranged  between  two 
Powers,  who  sincerely  wish  to  establisb  their  re- 
lations upon  the  most  perfect  eqaitv. 

In  this  spirit  of  reciprocal  justice,!  have  receifd 
the  claims  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  me,  and  without  prejudging  any  thing 
in  their  regard,  I  must,  first  of  all,  sir,  remark  to 
you,  that  France  has  also  claims  pendiDg^  or  te 
DC  produced,  to  the  Government  of  the  Unit^ 
States.  It  would  appear  agreeable  to  the  intercs: 
of  the  twoiparties,  and  to  the  reciprocity  of  justice, 
and  of  protection,  to  which  the  subjects  of  the  two 
States  have  equally  a  right,  that  these  a&in 
should  be  examined  and  arranged  unanimoosly, 
by  way  of  negotiation. 

His  Majesty's  intention  would  be,  that  these 
claims  and  the  other  points  in  dispute,  opoD  whic;i 
the  Convention,  of  24th  June,  has  not  been  aUe 
to  pronounce,  should  tie  the  object  of  this  oegou- 
ation,  in  order  to  terminate  simultaneously,  and  ut 
a  definitive  manner,  every  dispute  between  um 
two  States,  especially  in  what  concerns  the  datie 
received  in  Louisiana,  on  the  French  commerce, 
contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  8th  article  of  tk 
treaty  of  cession. 

You  will  only  perceive,  sir,  in  this  iDteotion  d 
His  Majesty,  the  most  firm  desire  of  iearing,  ia 
future,  no  cause  or  pretext  of  misunderstaDdiog, 
or  of  complaints  between  the  two  States,  and  o& 
the  part  of  their  respective  subjects. 

If  you  are  authorized,  sir,  to  follow  this  marcK 
I  pray  you  let  me  know,  and  I  will  hasten  to  it- 
roand  of  the  King  the  necessary  powers  to  a  Q^ 
gotiator,  charged  with  treating  with  yoa. 

If  you  were  also  authorized  to  sign  a  conspiai 
convention,  the  same  Plenipotentiary  would  r^ 
ceive  powers,  ad  hoc,  for  also  pursuing  the  nego- 
tiation. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  the  high  conside 
ratioii,  &c. 

The  Minister  of  Finance,  charged,  ad-interim,  with 
the  Portfolio  of  Foreign  A&irs. 

JH.  DE  VILLELE. 


Pari9,  November  12, 1822. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yoar  Eicel* 
leney's  letter  of  the  6th  instant. 

I  have  special  powers  to  negotiate  a  coaventioa 
providing  for  the  just  claims  of  citizeos  of  tk 
United  States  against  France;  as,  also,  for  the 
like  claims  of  French  subjects  against  the  Uoited 
States,  with  such  person  or  persons  as  may  have  a 
like  authority  from  His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

As  Minister  of  the  United  States,  I  am  author- 
ized to  discuss  the  question  respecting  the  cob* 
struction  of  the  8th  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty, 
and  to  give  and  receive  explanations  on  that  sob- 
jecL    But  the  negotiation  on  that  point  hariof 
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been  traftsferred  to  WashiDgton,  no  special  pow- 
ers io  that  respect  have  been  transmitted  to  me.  I 
had  understood,  in  the  course  of  the  conference  I 
had  the  honor  to  have  with  four  Excellency  on 
the  23d  of  September,  and  had  accordingly  writ- 
ten to  my  Government,  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  insist  that  that  subject  should  be  blended  with 
that  of  private  claims.  It  is,  indeed,  obvious^  that 
it  would  be  utterly  unjust  to  make  the  admission 
of  these  to  depena  on  the  result  of  a  negotiation 
OD  a  subject  with  which  they  have  no  conneiion 
vhatever,  and  the  difficulties  respecting  which  are 
of  a  date  posterior  to  that  of  the  claims. 

All  the  representations  which  His  Majesty's 
GoTcrament  has  made  to  that  of  the  United  States, 
whether  on  private  or  on  public  subjects,  have 
aniformly  been  taken  into  consideration,  and  re- 
ceived that  attention  to  which  thsy  were  so  justly 
entitled.  In  no  instance  has  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  declined  to  open  a  discussion  on 
toy  subject  thus  offered  to  their  consideration  by 
France,  or  made  it  a  preliminary  condition  that 
the  discussion  should  also  embrace  some  other 
rabject  in  which  they  might  happen  to  take  a 
greater  interest.  The  question  respecting  the  8th 
article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  has,  in  particular, 
been  the  subject  of  a  voluminous  correspondence, 
ia  the  course  of  which  the  arguments  in  support 
of  the  construction  insisted  on  by  each  party,  re- 
spectively, were  made  known  to  the  other.  I 
hare,  in  the  mean  while,  for  six  years,  made  un- 
ceasing applications  to  His  Majesty's  Government 
for  the  settlement  of  claims  to  a  vast  amount, 
affecting  the  interest  of  numerous  individuals,  and 
vising  from  fiasrant  violations  of  the  law  of 
nations  and  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States, 
without  having  ever  been  able  to  obtain  to  this 
daf  satisfaction  in  a  single  instance,  or  even  that 
the  subject  should  be  taken  into  consideration  and 
discussed.  After  so  many  vexatious  delays,  for 
whicli  different  causes  have  at  different  times  bmn 
assigned,  it  cannot  now  be  intended  again  to 
postpone  the  investigation  of  that  subject,  by  in- 
sisting that  it  should  be  treated  in  connexion  with 
oae  foreign  to  it,  and  which  has  already  been  dis- 
CQssed.  The  United  States  have  at  least  the  right 
U)  ask  that  their  demands  should  also  be  examined 
tad  discussed,  and  I  trust  that,  since  I  am  author- 
ized to  treat,  as  well  concerning  the  claims  of 
French  subjects  against  the  United  States,  as  re- 
specting those  of  American  citizens  against  France, 
t  distinct  negotiation  to  that  effect  will  be  opened 
without  any  furth^  delay. 

Permit  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  renew  to  your 
Excellency  the  assurances  that  the  United  States 
have  the  most  earnest  desire  that  every  subject  of 
difference  between  the  two  countries  should  be< 
^icably  arranged,  and  their  commercial  and 
political  relations  placed  on  the  most  friendly  and 
>olid  footing.  They  will  be  ready  to  open  again 
^negotiations  on  the  subject  of  the  8th  article  of 
the  Loniffiana  treaty,  and  on  every  other  which 
temains  to  be  adjusted,  and  will  have  no  objection 
ihat  the  seat  of  those  negotiations  should  be  trans- 
ferred from  Washington  to  this  place. 

Although  my  powers  to  treat,  respecting  every 


subject  connected  with  the  commerce  of*  the  two 
countries,  may  embrace  that  of  a  Consular  Con- 
vention, yet,  as  this  had  not  been  contemplated  by 
my  Government,  I  am  not  at  this  time  prepared  to 
conclude  an  arrangement  for  that  purpose. 

I  request  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assu- 
rances, &c. 
•  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

His  Ex'cy  Count  de  Villele, 
Charged  tDiih  Dep,  of  Foreign  Affairt,  fc. 


No.  237. 


Mr.  QaUatin  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

Paris,  Novemher  19, 1822. 

Sir  :  I  received  last  night,  and  have  the  honor 
to  enclose,  a  copy  of  Mr.  de  Villele's  answer  (dated 
15th  insUnt,)  to  my  letter  of  the  12th.  You  will 
perceive  that,  without  taking  any  notice  of  the 
reasons  I  had  urged,  why  a  distinct  negotiation 
should  be  immediately  opened  on  the  subject  of 
the  claims  against  both  Governments,  he  insists 
that  this  shall  be  treated  in  connexion  with  the 
question  respecting  the  construction  of  the  6th 
article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty.  The  object  is  too 
obvious  to  require  any  comments  on  my  part,  and 
this  final  decision  leaves  me  no  other  course  than 
to  refer  the  whole  to  my  Government. 
I  have  honor  to  be,  dec. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


.    [translation.] 
M.  de  VilleU  to  Mr.  GaUatin. 

Paris,  November  15, 1822. 

Sir  :  You  did  me  the  honor  to  announce  to  me, 
on  the  12th  of  this  month,  that  you  were  author- 
ized to  negotiate  a  convention,  relative  to  the 
claims  of  Americans  against  France,  and  to  those 
of  France  against  the  United  States ;  but,  that 
you  had  no  power  to  enter  upon  a  negotiation  con- 
cerning the  interpretation  ol  the  8th  article  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty. 

The  discussions  which  have  arisen  upon  this 
last  point,  between  your  Government  and  tho 
King's  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United 
States,  having  had  no  result,  and  this  question 
being  thus  left  undecided,  it  is  both  proper  and 
just  to  resume  the  examination  of  it ;  it  touches 
upon  too  great  interests  not  to  be  treated  of  with 
renewed  attention,  or  to  be  abandoned. 

If  a  new  arrangement  takes  place  for  the  claimS| 
which  are  still  in  controversy,  it  ought  to  compre- 
hend the  whole,  and  the  desire  of  the  King's  Gov- 
ernment is  not  to  leave  any  difficulty,  any  inde- 
cision remaining  in  the  relations  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. 

It  is  for  the  same  reason,  sir,  that  I  demanded, 
in  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to 
you  on  the  6th  of  this  month,  that  the  negotiation 
to  be  opened  on  the  respective  claims  should  also 
include  a  consular  convention. 

If  your  powers  for  discussing  these  difficult 
points  should  not  appear  to  you  sufficiently  exten- 
sive to  make  it  the  object  of  a  negotiation,  I  think} 
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sir,  that  you  will  deem  it  fit  to  ask  of  yoar  Gk)?- 
eminent  supplementary  authority,  to  come  at  an 
arrangement,  which  cannot  be  of  the  utility  pro- 
posed by  the  two  Governments  unless  it  shall 
embrace  all  the  questions  and  the  claims  which 
are  still  in  dispute. 

I  can  only  refer,  sir,  on  this  subject,  to  the  com- 
munications which  I  had  the  honor  to  maketo 
you  on  the  6th  of  this  month,  and  with  which 
you  have,  doubtless,  acquainted  your  Grovern- 
ment. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  conside- 
ration. 

JH.  DE  VILLELE, 

MmitUr  of  Finances,  ^c. 

No.  250. 

Eaptractof  a  Utter  finm  Mr,  GaUatin,  Envoy  Extraor- 
dinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  France,  to 
Mr.  Adams,  Secrttary  of  Stale,  dated  Paris,  27th 
Febrttary,  1823. 

"  The  more  I  have  reflected  on  the  ground  as- 
sumed by  this  Government,  on  the  subject  of  our 
claims,  and  on  the  attempt  to  connect  their  dis- 
cussion with  the  question  arising  under  the  8th 
article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty^  the  more  I  have 
felt  satisfied  that  it  was  impossible  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  depart  from  the  true  construc- 
tion of  that  article,  and  acquiesce  in  that  con- 
tended for  by  France,  and  that  the  renewed  dis- 
cussion on  that  subject  would  be  unprofitable,  and 
lead  to  no  result  whatever.  As  a  last,  but  I  be- 
lieve unavailing  efibrt,  I  have  concluded  to  ex- 
press that  conviction  to  the  French  Government, 
and  have  accordinglv  addressed,  this  day,  to  Mr. 
Chateaubriand,  the  letter  of  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  a  copy." 

Pabib,  February  27, 1823. 

Sir  :  I  bad  the  honor  to  receive  his  Excellency 
Count  de  Villele's  letter,  of  the  15th  November 
last,  by  which,  notwithstanding  the  remonstrance 
contained  in  mine  of  the  12tb,  his  Excellency, 
being  at  that  time  charged  with  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Afiairs,  still  insisted  that  the  discus- 
sion of  the  claims  of  individuals  of  both  nations 
upon  the  two  Governments,  respectively,  should 
not  take  place,  unless  it  was  connected  with  a 
renewed  negotiation  on  the  8th  article  of  the  Lou- 
isiana treaty. 

A  conversation  I  had  the  honor  to  have  with 
his  Excellency  the  Duke  de  Montmorency,  after 
his  return  from  Verona,  inducal  me  to  hope,  al- 
thoi^h  he  did  not  encourage  any  expectations  of 
a  difierent  result,  that  he  would,  however,  a^in 
lay^  the  subject  before  His  Majesty's  Council  of 
Ministers.  This  circumstance,  the  subsequent 
change  in  the  Department  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  and 
the  objects  of  primary  importance  which  have 
hitherto  necessarily  engrossed  your  Excellency's 
attention,  have  preveoted  an  earlier  official  an- 
swer to  his  Excellency  Count  de  Villele's  letter. 
'  It  has,  together  with  the  others  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, as  he  had  naturally  anticipated,  been  of  course 
transmitted  to  my  Government.  But,  on  a  review 


of  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Adami  with  Mi. 
Hyde  de  Neuviile,  and  with  myself,  1  mo^t  ci- 
press  my  perfect  conviction,  that  the  sabjeet  ha?- 
ing  been  maturely  examined,  and  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed, there  cannot  be  the  leas:  expeeuuon  that 
the  United  States  will  alter  their  riews  of  it,  or 
acquiesce  in  the  construction  put  by  Hb  Maj«&iT'j 
Minister  on  the  8ih  article  of  theLouisiaDaireatr 

It  is  not  my  intention,  at  this  momeot,  to  mev 
a  discussion  which  seems  to  hare  been  airea<lT 
exhausted  ;  but  I  will  beg  leave,  simply,  to  state 
the  question  to  your  Excellency. 

It  was  a^reedj  by  the  article  aboTe-mentioMd 
that  the  ships  oi  France  should  forever  be  tteated 
upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  natioD  in  uk 
ports  of  Louisiana. 

Vessels  of  certain  foreign  nations  beiog  aov 
treated  in  the*  oorts  of  Uie  United  States,  m- 
eluding  those  oi  Louisiana,  on  the  same  footio: 
with  American  vessels,  in  consideration  of  \» 
American  vessels  being  treated  in  the  ports  c 
those  nations  on  the  same  footing  with  their  own 
vessels,  France  has  required  that  French  ressGi 
should,  by  virtue  of  the  said  article,  be  treated,  u 
the  ports  of  Louisiana,  on  the  same  footiof  vitl 
the  vesseb  of  those  nations,  without  allowiB$,ai 
her  part,  the  consideration,  or  reciprocal  cosdh 
tion,  by  virtue  of  which  those  venels  are  tbt.^ 
treated. 

The  United  States  contend  that  the  right  to  be 
treated  upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  u- 
tion,  when  not  otherwise  defined,  and  when  ei- 
prc^ted  onlv  in  those  words,  is  that,  and  can  oiir 
be  that,  of  oeing  entitled  to  that  treatment,  ^(tt- 
tously,  if  such  nation  enjoys  it  gratuitously,  aK 
on  paying  the  same  equivalent,  if  it  has  beec 
g[rantea  in  consideration  of  an  equivalent  ^ 
ting  aside  every  collateral  matter  and  sabsid.in 
argument,  they  say  that  the  article  in  qoesnoi 
expressed  as  it  is,  can  have  no  other  meaning,  fe 
susceptible  of  no  other  construction,  for  this  ^ 
and  mcontrovertible  reason :  that,  if  the  Frttcti 
vessels  were  allowed  to  receive,  grataitoosly.  tke 
same  treatment  which  those  of  certain  other  u- 
tions  receive,  only  in  consideration  of  an  equin- 
lent,  they  would  not  be  treated  as  the  most  farond 
nation,  but  more  favorably  than  any  other  oatioB. 
And,  since  the  article  must  necessarily  hare  the 
meaning  contended  for  by  the  United  State,  aad 
no  other,  the  omission  or  insertion  of  tfonis  (c 
define  it,  is  whoUr  immaterial,  a  definition  betas 
necessary  only  when  the  expressions  used  ait  o! 
doubtful  import,  and  the  in&ertion  of  words  u 
that  effect  in  some  other  treaties,  belongtogi^ 
that  class  of  explanatory  but  superfluous  pbia« 
of  which  instances  are  to  be  found  in  so  id»] 
treaties. 

It  miffht,  indeed^  have,  perhaps,  been  suffic)«i 
to  say  that,  in  point  of  Uict,  there  was  no  id»' 
favored  nation  in  the  United  States,  theri^btca* 
joyed"  by  the  vessels  of  certain  foreign  nations  v> 
be  treated  in  the  ports  of  the  United  State  ^ 
American  vessels,  in  consideration  of  Am^i^ 
vessels  receiving  a  similar  treatment  in  the  ports 
of  those  nations,  not  being  a  favor  but  a  ncrea^^ 
of  reciprocity. 
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Let  me  also  obserre  that  the  pretension  of 
France  would,  if  admitted,  leave  no  alternative 
to  the  United  Slates  than  either  to  suffer  the 
whole  commerce  between  France  and  Louisiana 
to  be  carried  exclusively  in  French  vessels,  or  to 
reooance  the  right  of  malting  arrangements  with 
other  nations  deemed  essential  to  our  prosperity, 
aad  having  for  object  not  to  lay  restrictions  on 
commerce,  but  to  remove  them.  If  the  meaning 
of  the  8th  article  of  the  Louisiana  treaty  was 
such,  indeed,  as  has  been  contended  for  on  the 
part  of  France,  the  United  States,  bound  to  fulfil 
iheir  engagements,  must  submit  to  the  conse- 
quences, whatever  these  might  be;  but  this  havinji; 
been  proven  not  to  be  the  case,  the  observation  is 
made  only  to  show  that  the  United  States  never 
eta,  either  for  the  saite  of  obtaining  indenuiities 
for  her  citizens,  or  from  their  anxious  desire  to 
settle,  by  conciliatory  arrangements,  all  their  dif« 
fnences  with  France,  be  brought  to  acquiesce  in 
the  erroneous  construction  put  upon  the  article  in 
question. 

The  proposal  made  by  his  Excellency  Mr.  de 
Villele,  in  his  letter  of  the  6th  of  November,  and 
reiterated  in  that  of  the  15th,  can,  therefore,  have 
DO  other  efieet  than  to  produce  unnecessary  delays, 
aad  would,  if  persisted  in,  be  tantamount  to  an 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  examination  and 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Uoited  States.  It  will  remain  for  His  Majesty's 
Gorernment  to  decide  whether  this  determination 
be  eonr^istent  with  justice,  whether  the  reclama- 
tioitai  of  private  individuals  should  be  thtu  ad- 
joaraed  becauiie  the  two  Qovernments  happen  to 
differ  in  opinion  on  a  subject  altogether  foreign  to 
ibose  claims.  Having  nothing  to  add  to  my  re- 
iterated and  unavailing  applications  on  that  sub- 
ject, my  only  object,  at  this  moment,  has  been,  to 
>how  that  I  cannot  expect  any  instructimis  from 
my  Government  that'  will  alter  the  state  of  the 
question. 

I  reqoest  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  as* 
sarance,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Viscount  nc  Chatxaubrianb, 

of  Foreign  Afakty  ^ 


AFRICAN  SLATE  TRADE. 

[Commnntcated  to  the  Hoiise,  March  SO,  1884.] 
To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
seotatives  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  that  House,  of  27th  January 
last. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  March  19,  1824. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  18,  1824. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred'a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  27th  of  January  last,  requesting  the 


President  to  communicate  to  that  House  such 
part,  as  he  may  not  deem  inexpedient  to  divulge, 
of^  any  correspondence  or  negotiation,  which  he 
may  have  instituted  with  any  foreign  Gk)vern- 
ment  since  the  28th  of  February,  1823,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  request  contained  in  a  resolution 
of  the  same  House  of  that  date,  relative  to  the 
denunciation  of  the  African  slave  trade  as  piracy, 
has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President  copies  of 
the  correspondence  requested. 

JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS. 


LIST  OF  PAPERS  SENT. 

1.  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams,  29th  January, 
1823. 

2.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. Canning,  31st  March,  1823. 

3.  Mr.  Can  Ding  to  Mr.  Adams,  8th  April,  1823. 

4.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Canning,  24th  Jun.e,  1823. 

5.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Nelson,  (Extract,)  28th  of 
April,  1823. 

6.  Same  to  Mr.  Rodney,  do.,  17th  May,  1823. 

7.  Same  to  Mr.  Anderson,  do.,  27th  May,  1823. 

8.  Same  to  Mr.  Rush,  with  one  enclosure ;  con- 
vention slave  trade,  (Extract,)  24th  June,  1823. 

9.  Same  to  Mr.  Middletoo,  (Copy,)  28th  July, 
1823. 

10.  Same  to  Mr.  Everett,  do.,  8th  August,  1823. 

11.  Same  to  General  Dearborn,  (Extract,)  14th 
August,  1823. 

12.  Mr.  Rush  to  Mr.  Adams,  do.,  9th  October, 
1823. 

13.  Mr.  Sheldon  to  same,  do.,  16th  October,  1823. 

14.  Same  to  same,  with  two  enclosures;  corres- 
pondence with  viscount  Chateaubriand,  (Ex- 
tracts J  6th  November,  1823. 

15.  Mr.  Everett  to  Mr.  Adams,  with  two  enclo- 
sures; correspondence  with  Baron  Nagell,  (Ex- 
tracts,) 20th  November,  1823. 


Mr,  Canning  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Washington,  Jan.  29, 1823. 

Sir  :  To  the  complete  abolition  of  the  African 
slave  trade.  Great  Britain,  as  you  are  well  aware, 
has  long  devoted  her  anxious  and  unremitting  ex- 
ertions; she  availed  herself,  during  war,  of  her 
belligerent  rights,  and  extended  dominion  in  the 
colonies,  to  put  down  the  inhuman  traffic;  in 
peace,  sne  has  spared  no  labor,  and  shrunk  from 
no  sacrifice,  to  supply,  by  a  general  co-operation 
of  the  maritime  Powers,  whatever  has  been  with* 
drawn  from  her  peculiar  control  by  the  cessation 
of  hostilities,  and  the  colonial  arrangements  con- 
sequent on  that  event.  It  is  matter  of  deep  remt 
to  His  Majesty's  Government,  that  the  result  of 
their  exertions  is  far  from  corresponding*either  to 
the  cause  which  demands,  or  to  the  zeal  which 
sustains  them.  The  pest,  which  they  have  pledged 
themselves  to  destroy,  if  it  be  in  human  power  to 
destroy  it,  not  only  survives,  to  the  disgrace  and 
afliiction  of  the  age,  but  seems  to  acquire  a  fresh 
capacity  for  existence  with  every  endeavor  for  its 
destruction. 

To  whatever  fatality  it  may  be  owing,  that, 
while  the  obligation  of  adopting  and  enforcing 
measures  for  the  extermination  of  the  slave  trade. 
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is  solemnly  acknowledged  by  the  civilized  world, 
this  great  object  seems  rather  to  elude  the  g[rasp 
than  to  approach  its  consummation.  Oreat  Britaip 
perceives,  in  the  postponement  of  her  hopes,  how- 
ever mortifying  for  the  moment,  no  reason  either 
to  relax  from  her  efforts,  or  to  abandon  the  expec- 
tation of  final  success.  Impelled,  by  the  noblest 
motives,  to  persevere  in  the  cause  of  abolition, 
and  mindful  by  what  slow  laborious  steps  the 
present  point  has  been  attained,  she  looks  forward, 
through  surrounding  obstacles,  to  that  triumphant 
accomplishment  of  her  purpose,  the  benefit  and 

florv  of  which  will  only  be  rendered  more  signal 
y  tne  difl&culties  attendant  on  its  progress. 
In  calling  on  Europe  and  America  to  ioin  with 
them  in  the  discharge  of  this  sacred  duty,  His 
Majesty  and  his  Ministers  have  appealed,  sir,  with 
the  more  confidence,  to  your  Grovernment,  as  the 
United  States  have  long  proclaimed  their  decided 
hostility  to  the  slave  trade,  and  are  surpassed  by 
no  country  in  the  vi^or  of  their  legislative  enact- 
ments for  its  repression.  The  identity  of  princi- 
ple existing  on  this  subject  between  the  two  Qov-, 
ernments,  is  distinctly  recorded  in  the  Treaty  of 
Peace;  and,  in  answer  to  every  proposal  which 
has  since,  by  His  Majesty's  command,  been  ad- 
dressed to  vour  Cabinet,  for  redeeming  that  pledge, 
bjr  a  broaci  and  effectual  application  of  the  prm- 
ciple,  a  fresh  assurance  has  been  given  of  the  un- 
ceasing interest  with  which  the  United  States 
continue  to  promote  the  cause  of  abolition.  When, 
to  this  accord,  in  principle  and  sentiment,  is  added 
the  conviction,  avowea  by  both  parties,  that,  in 
spite  of  laws  and  treaties,  the  accursed  traffic  still 
tnrives,  under  the  eves  of  an  indignant  world,  it 
would  seem  impossible  that  the^two  Powers  should 
be  long  prevented  from  concerting  a  joint  system 
of  measures  against  the  common  object  ot  their 
abhorrence  an^d  just  proscription.  Whatever  cir- 
cumstances, views,  or  impressions,  may  have  hith- 
erto defeated  this  expectation.  His  Majesty's  Min- 
>  isters  are  still  unwiliing  to  despair  of  finding  the 
United  States  at  length  prepared  either  to  close 
with  the  system  of  concert  already  offered  to  their 
acceptance,  or  to  suggest  a  plan  of  equal  efficiency 
in  its  place.  The  alternative  embraces  a  duty, 
for  the  performance  of  which  both  countries  are 
responsible  before  God  and  man. 

A  deep  sense  of  this  duty,  and  a  reliance,  by  no 
means  relinquished,  on  the  general  disposition  of 
the  United  States,  have  prompted  the  several  com- 
munications on  this  question,  which  have  been 
addressed  to  you  at  successive  periods,  either 
through  me,  or  by  means  of  the  American  Envoy 
in  London.  You  will  readily  call  to  mind,  sir, 
that,  in  the  course  of  last  Summer,  I  apprizea  you 
of  the  intention  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers  to 
press  for  an  early  reconsideration  of  the  subject, 
submitting  whether  it  might  not  prove  agreeable 
to  the  American  Cabinet  to  anticipate  that  in- 
tended recurrence  to  it  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
by  some  efficient  proposal,  originating  with  itself. 
I  took  occasion,  in  repeated  conversations,  to  urge 
anew  those  varipus  arguments  which  support  and 
justify  the  opinion  of  His  Majesty's  Government; 
and  I  also  placed  in  your  l^ands  the  official  papers, 


then  recently  printed  by  order  of  PariiamcDt,  is 
further  evidence  of  the  extent  to  which  the  tnfie 
in  human  beings  was  still  carried  on  from  Africa, 
under  circumsunces  of  aggravated  craelty.  la 
declaring,  as  on  former  occasions,  the  readioessflf 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  to  examine,  with  respnt 
and  candor,  whatever  scheme  of  concert,  if  uf, 
the  American  Cabinet  might  think  iiropertobriiig 
forward,  as  a  substitute  for  theirs,  y^oa  will  remem- 
bcT  how  strongly  I  expressed  my  belief  that  tbe 
only  ^ectual  measure  devised,  or  likely  to  betf^ 
vised,  was  a  mutual  concession  of  the  n^\  of 
search.  In  the  exercise  of  that  rights  under  soci 
guards,  and  with  such  limitations  as  mayserrcio 
tranquillize  the  most  apprehensive  and  scropQloB 
minds,  it  is  still  conceived  that  the  best  and  oalf 
cure  for  this  intolerable  mischief  is  to  be  fooai 
You  assured  me,  at  a  subsequent  conference,  tlitt 
ray  representations  had  been  duly  submiited  U)tfa< 
President.  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  tk 
that  the  cause  which  I  pleaded  bad  prevailed. 

From  the  printed  documents  which  I  had  th 
honor  of  communicating  to  yon,  it  appears  tb( 
the  French  flag  is  more  particularly  em^iloyedte 
cover  the  illicit  trade  on  the  coast  of  Afrib.  k 
would,  perhaps,  be  unfair  to  conclude  thatFreBcfc 
property  and  French  subjects  are  concerned  totk 
full  proportion  in  which  the  colors  of  that  um 
are  used ;  but  it  is  manifest  that  both  are  engtgc^ 
in  this  commerce  of  blood  to  an  extent  wbi«ii  r^ 
fleets  discredit,  if  not  on  the  motives  of  the  Freoek 
administration,  at  least  on  the  efficiency  of  m 
measures;  and  makes  it  imperative  on  those  Got- 
ernments  which  are  pledged  to  each  other  for  tbt 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  to  declare  their  r- 
probation  of  what  is,  at  beat,  a  culpable  remiss- 
ness, and  to  omit  nothing  that  may  roose  the 
French  Cabinet  to  a  more  active  exercise  o!  iti 
aathority. 

It  was  a  part  of  my  instructions  to  bring  this 
point  under  your  immediate  comaderatioii,  and  to 
intimate  that  the  remonstrances  of  His  MajeMj^ 
Ambassador  at  Paris  might  be  attended  with  more 
efiect,  if  the  American  Envoy  at  that  Coort  vm 
directed  to  concur  with  his  £scellencv  in  a  joist 
representation  on  the  subject.  It  would  be  idlest 
present  to  repeat  the  arguments  adduced  in  ex^ 
cuting  this  instruction.  The  answer  which  jw 
returned  in  the  name  of  the  President,  was  uaft- 
vorable  to  the  step  I  had  suggested ;  and  such  wts 
the  result  which  it  became  my  duty  to  a&nomice 
to  His  Majesty's  SeereUry  of  Sute.  But  bc 
doubt  was  started  with  respect  to  the  grounds  oi 
which  my  application  rested ;  and,  of  those  noto- 
rious facte,  to  which  I  referred,  as  calliog  for « 
joint  and  impressive  appeal  to  the  good  ftith  sod 
good  feelings  of  the  French  Govcrameni,  yt» 
seemed  to  be  equally  convinced  with  mpdC 

The  reasons,  indeed,  which  you  alleged  for  de- 
clining, at  that  time,  to  comply  with  s  propeai 
no  less  simple  in  iu  nature  than  usefoi  m  its  ob- 
ject, I  understood  to  be  rather  of  a  t«n|»«2 
character;  and,  under  this  impression,  I  cannot 
but  hope  that  the  period  is  now  arrived  when  toef 
wiU  no  longer  be  found  to  sUnd  in  opposmon  to 
the  great  considerations  involved  in  thii  qaesiion. 
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In  repeacioff,  therefore,  the  fevitation  which  I 
bare  already  nad  the  honor  to  convey  to  you  on 
the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Gk>rernmeBt,  it  only  re- 
mains for  me  to  request  an  early  communication 
of  the  intentions  at  present  entertained  on  thi« 
bead  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

I  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  accept  the  assurance  of 
mj  distinguished  consideration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 

Hob.  Jobn  CIuinct  Adams, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^c, 

Mr.  Adame  to  Mr.  Canning. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  31, 1823. 

.  Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  29th  of  January  was, 
immediately  after  being  received,  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes. 
The  delay  which  has  hitherto  procrastinated  a 
reply  to  it,  has  been  occasioned,  not  by  any  abate- 
meot  of  the  interest,  oa  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
meat  of  the  United  Sutes,  with  which  it  regards 
erery  eflbrt  aod  proposal  for  the  full  and  final 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade;  nor  bv  any 
hesitation  with  regard  to  the  decision  whica  had 
already  been  formed  and  declared  respecting  the 
proposal  of  submitting  the  vessels  and  citizens  of 
the  United  States  to  the  search  of  foreign  officers 
upoB  the  high  seas;  but  bv  an  eipectation  that 
measares  contemplated  by  the  national  House  of 
Representatives  might,  before  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  indicate  to  the  Executive  Gov- 
erDment  of  this  country,  views  upon  which  it 
woold  be  enabled  to  substitute  a  proposal  for  ac- 
tompiishing  the  total  abolition  of  the  traffic,  more 
effectual  to  its  purpose,  and  less  liable  to  objec* 
tioiiB  en  other  accounts  than  that  to  which  the 
United  States  cannot  he  reconciled,  of  granting 
the  right  of  search.  These  measures  were  ma^ 
tured  in  the  branch  of  the  Legislature  where  they 
originated,  only  at  the  very  termination  of  the 
Kssion ;  and  the  Senate  had  not  the  opportunity 
of  pronouncing  its  opinion  upon  them.  There  is, 
^werer,  no  doubt  on  the  mind  of  the  President 
that  they  would  have  obtained  (heir  sanction; 
lod  he  has,  therefore,  no  hesitation  in  acting,  so 
far,  upon  the  expressed  and  almost  unanimous 
KDse  of  the  House,  as  to  declare  the  willingness 
of  this  Union  to  join  with  other  nations  in  the 
^mmoQ  engagement  to  pursue  and  to  punish 
those  who  shall  continue  to  practise  this  crime,  so 
reprobated  by  the  just  and  humane  of  every  coun- 
|ff ,  as  enemies  of  the  human  race,  and  to  fix  them, 
merocably,  in  the  class,  and  under  the  denomina- 
^OT,  of  pirates. 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  herewith  a  copy 
of  the  4th  and  5th  sections  of  a  law  of  the  United 
ptates,  passed  on  the  15th  of  May,  1820,  by  which 

Q  *^^  ^  *^^^  ^^^^  ^^Y  citizen  of  the  United 
oUtes,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  company  of  any 
f^iftigh  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade, 
^  any  person  whatever,  ^iog  of  the  crew  or  ship's 
company  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned  in  whole 
^  part,  or  navigated  for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citi- 
zen or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  participating 


in  the  slave  trade,  is  declared  to  have  incurred 
the  penalties  of  piracy,  and  made  liable  to  atone 
for  the  crime  with  his  life.  The  legislation  of  a 
single  nation  cango  no  further,  to  mark  its  abhor- 
rence of  this  tramc,  or  to  deter  the  people  subject 
to  its  laws,  from  contamination,  by  the  practice 
of  others. 

If  the  inference  in  your  letter  of  the  29th  of 
January,  from  the  documents  to  which  it  refers, 
be  correct,  that  the  French  flag  is  more  particu- 
larly employed  to  cover  the  illicit  trade  on  the 
coast  of  Africa ;  and  the  conjecture  likewise  sug« 
gested  in  it,  that  this  flag  is  used  to  cover  the  pro- 
perty and  the  persons  of  individuals  bound  to  other 
allegiances,  be  well  founded,  this  statute  makes 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  concerned  in 
such  traffic,  liable,  if  detected  in  it,  to  sufier  an 
ignominious  death.  The  code  of  Great  Britain 
herself  has,  hitherto,  no  provision  of  equal  severitv 
in  the  pursuit  of  her  subjects,  even  under  the  shel- 
ter of  foreign  banners,  and  to  the  covert  of  simu- 
lated papers  and  property. 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  propose,  on  their  part,  the  adoption,  by 
Great  Britain,  of  the  principle  of  this  act ;  and  to 
ofier  a  mutual  stipulation  to  annex  the  penalties 
of  piracy  to  the  ofience  of  participating  in  the 
slave  trade,  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  re- 
spective parties.  This  proposal  is  made  as  a  substi- 
tute for  that  of  conceding  a  mutual  right  of  search, 
and  of  a  trial  by  mixed  commissions,  which 
would  be  rendered  useless  by  it.  Should  it  meet 
the  approbation  of  your  Government,  it  may  be 
separately  urged  upon  the  adoption  of  France,  and 
upon  the  other  maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  in  the 
manner  most  conducive  to  its  ultimate  success. 

I  have  the  honor  of  tendering  to  you  the  renew- 
ed assurance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 

Right  Hon.  STRATPonn  Canning, 

Envoy  Extraordinary,  ^c. 


Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Washington,  April  8, 1823. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  official  letter,  da- 
ted the  31st  ultimo,  in  answer  to  that  which  I 
bad  the  honor  of  addressing  to  you  on  the  29th  of 
Januarv;  and,  together  with  it,  a  transcript  of  the 
4th  and  5th  sections  of  an  act  of  Congress,  ap- 
proved the  15th  of  May,  1820. 

From  this  communication  1  learn  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  is  willing  to  join 
with  other  Powers  in  declaring  slave  trade  piracy 
under  the  law  of  nations,  and  treating  the  perpe- 
trators of  this  crime  as  enemies  of  the  human  race; 
that  the  American  Government  is  further  prepa- 
red to  enter  into  a  formal  engagement  with  Great 
Britain  to  the  effect  of  carrying  the  principle  just 
specified  into  immediate  operation,  reciprocally, 
as  to  their  respective  subjects  or' citizens;  and, 
finally,  that,  as  soon  as  this  proposal  shall  be*ac- 
cepted  bv  the  British  Government,  the  United 
States  will  be  ready  to  concur  in  pressing  its  adop- 
tion on  the  Court  of  France  and  other  maritime 
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Powers,  in  such  manner  as  may  afford  the  fairest 
prospect  of  success. 

In  whatever  degree  His  Majesty's  €k)yernment 
may  be  disposed  to  receive  this  offer  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment that  measures  more  efficient  than  any 
now  generally  in  force,  are  indispensable  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  it  is  not  difficult  to 
foresee,  that  fresh  sentiments  of  regret  will  be  ex- 
cited, by  the  unfavorable  view  which  the  Ameri- 
can Administration  continues  to  take  of  the  prin- 
cipal measure  suggested  on  the  part  of  His  Majes- 
ty. That  measure,  you  are  well  aware,  sir,  is  a 
mutual  limited  concession  of  the  right  of  search ; 
and  though,  as  I  have  frequently  stated,  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  in  adopting  it  by  treaty  with 
several  of  the  maritime  Powers,  and  in  recom- 
mending it  with  earnestness  to  the  acceptance  of 
others,  particularly  of  the  United  States,  have 
never  opposed  the  consideration  of  any  other  plan 
brought  forward  as  equally  effective ;  yet,  having 
from  the  first  regarded  it  in  conscience  as  the 
only  true  and  practical  cure  for  the  evil  in  ques- 
tion, they  are  naturally  anxious,  from  a  deep 
sense  of  duty,  to  place  it  in  its  proper  light,  and 
to  guard  it,  as  far  as  possible,  from  prejudice  or 
misconception.  I  therefore  deem  it  of  importance, 
on  this  occasion,  to  bring  into  one  point  of  view 
the  several  limitations  under  which,  it  is  conceiv- 
ed the  right  of  search  mieht  be  so  exercised  as  to 
clear  it  of  every  imaginable  difficulty.  To  give 
the  intended  limitations  their  just  value,  it  is  re- 
quisite to  bear  in  mind  the  particular  objections 
which  have  been  urged  against  the  interchange 
of  a  right  of  search;  and  for  those,  in  their  full 
extent,  I  can  hardlv  be  wrong  in  referring  to  your 
previous  correspondence,  since  the  last  communi- 
cation which  1  have  received  from  you  on  this 
subject,  though  it  describes  the  impressions  of  the 
American  government  as  remaining  unaltered, 
does  not  exhibit  any  argument  in  support  of  their 
opinion. 

In  answer  to  that  class  of  objections  which  re- 
late to  the  mixed  commissions  established  by 
treaty,  between  His  Majesty  and  the  Courts  of 
Lisbon,  Brussels,  aiid  Madrid,  it  may  suffice  to 
remind  you  of  the  intimation  conveyed  through 
Mr.  Rush,  in  the  early  part  of  last  year,  which  I 
had  subsequently  the  honor  of  confirming  at  the 
Department  of  State.  It  might  be  expected,  that 
any  arrangement  for  the  adjudication  of  vessels 
eneaged  in  the  slave  trade,  independent  of  those 
tribunals,  would  either  leave  the  detained  Vessels 
to  be  dbposed  of  in  the  ordinary  way,  by  the 
sentence  of  a  Court  of  Admiralty  in  the  country 
of  the  captor,  or  place  them  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  similar  court  in  the  country  to  which 
they  belonged.  On  the  former  supposition,  it  is 
not  to  be  anticipated,  that  the  united  States 
could  hesitate  to  admit  the  jurisdiction  of  a  for- 
eign Court  of  Admiralty,  when  sanctioned  by 
mutual  agreement,  over  the  persons  and  property 
of  citizens,  abandoned  to  a  pursuit,  so  flagrantly 
iniquitous,  as  to  be  classed  by  the  Legislature  of 
their  country  with  crimes  of  the  most  heinous 
description;  and  which  the  American  Govern- 
ment has  declared  its  willingness  to  treat  as  piracy. 


under  the  law  of  nations.  Great  Britain,  for  her 
part,  desires  no  other  than  that  any  of  her  subjects 
who  so  far  defy  the  laws,  and  dishonor  the  char- 
acter of  their  country,  as  to  engage  in  a  trade  of 
blood,  proscribed  not  more  by  the  acts  of  the  Le- 
gislature, than  by  the  national  feelisg,  shoald  be 
detected  and  brought  to  justice,  even  by  foreaga 
hands,  and  from  under  the  protection  of  her  fl^. 
In  either  of  the  supposed  cases,  it  is  clear  that  ^ 
impediments  connected  with  the  fonns  of  pro- 
ceeding, and  peculiar  construction  of  the  mixed 
commissions,  would  be  coaipleteiy  avoided ;  ani 
with  respect  to  any  embarrassment  mitending  tkt 
disposal  of  condemned  vessels  and  liberated  suvet, 
it  has  already  been  suggested  by  a  commhta 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  the  proTh 
sions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  3d  of 
March,  1819,  might  be  applied  to  them  withost 
difficulty  or  inconvenience. 

The  question  being  thus  relieved  frona  all  cos- 
nexion  with  the  mixed  commiasioos,  every  Coa- 
stitutlonai  objection,  arising  oat  of  their  aUcgcd 
incompatibility  with  the  institutions  of  the  Uaited 
States,  is  at  once  removed  frooa  coasiiieratiM. 
The  remaining  obstacles  may  be  reduced  oato 
the  following  heads:  the  unpopularity  of  the 
right  of  search  in  this  country;  its  tendeacf, 
if  mutually  emploved,  to  pnnluee  aa  unfhendlr 
collision  between  tne  two  nations ;  and  a  certaia 
supposed  inequality,  which  would  attend  iu  a- 
ercise. 

With  resjpecl  to  any  doubt  of  its  utilitv,  cieaied 
by  a  persuasion  that  very  few  vessels,  tmoer  Amer- 
ican colors,  have  been  discovered,  for  some  time 
past,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  it  re^uras  but  litde 
reflection  to  prove,  that  no  conclusive  infereacr 
can  be  drawn  from  that  eireunnstance.  Not  to 
dwell  upon  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  slire 
coast,  peculiarly  favorable  to  the  ooneealacat  of 
trading  vessels,  it  must  be  remembered  that  (b« 
United  States  have  maintained,  at  no  time,  a  i 
greater  number  of  cruisers  than  two,  rarely  nxae 
than  one,  and  latterly,  during  several  laonths  to- 
gether, no  ship-of-war,  whatever,  on  the  Afneaa 
station.  As  late  as  the  14th  of  January,  18SS,  it 
was  stated,  officially,  1^  the  Governor  of  Sima 
Leone,  '^that  the  fine  rivers  Nunex  and  Poaaai, 
were  entirely  under  the  control  of  renegado  £a* 
ropean  and  American  slave  traders." 

But,  if  it  were  even  manifest,  that  the  active 
and  judicious  exertions  ofyour  naval  officers,  in 
that  quarter,  had  really  eflectcd  a  total  disuse  ei 
the  American  flaff  in  slave  trading,  the  right  of 
search  would  still  be  most  hi||rhly  desiraMe,  ii 
order  to  secure  and  extend  so  important  an  ad- 
vantage*   As  an  example,  indeed,  to  other  Pav- 
ers, particularly  to  France,  whose  subjects,  en- 
couraged by  the  loose  and  equivocal  measures  of 
their  Government,  are  convicted,  by  a  mass  of 
evidence  too  strong  to  be  resisted,  of  being  cos- 
cemed,  to  a  deplorable  degree,  in  this  atrocioos 
commerce,  the  concurrence  of  the  United  Stales 
in  a  system,  of  which  the  very  first  result  is  to 
augment  considerably  the  means  of  brioging  of- 
fenders to  justice,  can  hardly  be  rated  at  too  high 
a  value*     The  example  which  they  are  called 
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npoD  to  gire,  is  not  merely  due  to  the  claims  of 
homanity ;  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
are  not  onlv  pledged  to  put  down  the  slave  trade 
withio  the  limits  of  their  immediate  jurisdiction ; 
they  are  also  bound,  by  solemn  obligations,  to  em- 
ploy their  utmost  endeavors  for  its  complete  and 
universal  extermination.  They  have  both  suc- 
ceeded in  their  great  and  benevolent  object,  so 
fir  as  the  rigor  oi  legislative  enactments  is  capa- 
ble of  counteracting  the  temptation  of  enormous 
profit,  which  stimulates  the  unprincipled  avarice 
of  the  slave  merchant.  It  is  facility  of  escap- 
log  detection,  and  not  any  want  of  severity  in 
the  paoishroent  attached  to  a  violation  of  their 
law»,  which,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned,  requires 
a  more  decisive  remedy ;  and,  a  remedy  adequate 
to  the  evil,  can  only  be  found  in  such  measures 
as  will  strip  the  illicit  trader  of  every  disguise,  and 
throw  the  chances  entirely  on  the  side  of  failure 
io  his  inhuman  speculations.  In  the  case  of  search, 
at  sea,  the  means  unavoidably  employed  in  the 
eommission  of  this  crime  are  fortunately,  it  may 
be  said  providentially,  of  such  a  nature,  as  in 
general  to  furnish  a  plain  substantial  body  of 
proof,  for  the  conviction  5f  the  criminal. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  seriously  ap- 
prehend that  the  friendly  relations  subsisting  Inb- 
tweeo  the  two  countries  would  be  endangered  by 
the  admission  of  a  practice  which,  in  their  opinion, 
mast  necessarily  produce  a  vexatious  exercise  of 
iQthority  on  the  part  of  the  searching  officer,  and 
frequent  complaints  on  that  of  the  merchant, 
whose  vessel  is  subjected  to  search,  with  the  sup- 
posed aggravation  of  an  unequal  pressure  on  one 
of  the  contracting  parties,  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would,  doubtless,  agree  to  confine  the  right 
of  visit  to  a  fixed  number  of  cruisers  on  each  side; 
restricted,  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  to  cer- 
tain specified  parts  of  the  ocean,  and  actine  under 
itgolations,  prepared,  by  mutual  consent,  for  the 
porpose  of  preventing  abuses.  To  these  import- 
ant limitations,  if  not  deemed  sufficient,  others 
might  easily  be  added ;  the  arrangement,  for  ex- 
unple,  miffht  be  temporary ;  adopted,  in  the  first 
insttnce,  for  a  short  period,  and  only  to  be  con- 
tinned  in  the  event  ofits  being  found  on  trial,  to 
operate  in  a  aatiafactory  manner.  With  this  un- 
drntanding,  a  speedy  termination  would,  at  least, 
be  insured,  to  any  objectionable  result  attending 
its  operation ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  interests  as  dear 
to  humanity,  an  experiment,  of  which  the  advan- 
ce, as  to  its  main  object,  is  certain  and  com- 
plete, the  inconvenience,  contingent  and  momen- 
tary, might  surel)r  be  reconciled  with  a  due  re- 
g^d  to  considerations  exclusively  national. 

Supposing  that  inconvenience  should  be  found, 
in  practice,  to  press  unequally  on  either  of  the  two 
Parties,  Great  Briuin,  and  not  the  United  States, 
^  most  likely  to  have  cause  of  complaint,  inas- 
much as  the  greater  extent  of  her  trade,  especially 
pn  the  coast  of  Africa,  must  naturally  expose  her, 
in  a  greater  degree,  to  any  injurious  consequences 
of  the  agreement.  Great  Britain,  however,  is  less 
(disposed  to  shrink  from  any  sacrifice,  by  which 
^he  can  materially  advance  the  sacred  cause  of 
abolition,  than  to  lament,  and,  if  possible,  to  dis- , 
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pel  those  mistaken  notions,  and  unfounded  jeal- 
ousies, which  deprive  her  exertions  of  their  full 
efiiect,  and  serve,  but  too  successfully,  to  protract 
the  existence  of  a  mischief,  which  all  unite  in  de- 
ploring. In  point  of  principle,  the  honor  of  neither 
flag  would  be  tarnished,  by  having  its  protection 
withdrawn  for  a  season  from  those  who  perpetrate 
the  atrocities  of  the  slave  trade ;  and  permit  me, 
sir,  to  add,  that  what  Great  Britain  is  ready  to  al- 
low, in  a  matter  so  vital  to  her  pride  and  to  her 
power,  may  surely  be  allowed,  reciprocally,  by 
any  other  nation,  however  scrupulous  in  the  main- 
tenance of  its  maritime  independence. 

That  an  agreement  between  our  respective  cab- 
inets, found^  on  a  mutual  right  of  search,  thus 
guarded  and  explained,  would  fail  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  American  Senate,  or  that  a  nation 
so  inquiring  and  enlightened  as  the  United  States, 
would  confound  the  proposed  measures  with  that 
practice,  which  afibrded  matter  of  painful  conten- 
tion during  the  last  wars  in  Europe,  is  what  I  am 
extremely  unwilling  to  anticipate.  The  two  ob- 
jects are.  in  fact,  so  totally  distinct  from  each  other, 
m  principle,  purpose,  and  mode  of  execution,  that 
the  proposal  of  the  British  Grovernment  need  only 
be  presented  to  the  examination,  I  will  not  say  of 
a  select  and  experienced  assembly,  but  of  the 
people  at  large,  in  order  to  be  seen  in  its  true  bear- 
ings. 

So  far  is  the  British  proposal  from  tending  to 
commit  the  American  Government  on  the  long 
disputed  question  of  the  belligerent  right  of  search, 
that,  if  it  may  be  supposed  to  touch  that  question 
at  all,  it  appears  rather  to  operate  in  the  sense  of 
the  United  States,  than  unfavorably  for  their  view 
of  the  subject. 

The  officers  intrusted  on  either  side  with  the 
duty  of  examininjg  suspected  vessels,  would  neces- 
sarily act  under  instructions  calculated  to  insure 
a  perfect  harmony  between  the  principle  and  the 
application  of  this  conceded  right ;  nor  is  it  to  be 
feared  that  they  would  presume,  in  any  case,  to 
extend  the  visit  thus  authorized  at  sea,  beyond  the 
particular  and  specified  object  to  which  it  is  meant 
to  be  confined. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request,  sir,  that  you  will 
again  accept  the  assurance  of  my  highest  consid- 
eration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 

Hon.  J.  d.  AoAMS,  Sec^y  SuUe^  fc. 


Mr,  Adams  to  iff.  Canning. 

Department  of  State, 

WaehingUmy  June  24,  1823. 

Sir  :  In  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  of  ad- 
dressing you,  on  the  31st  of  March  last,  a  propo- 
sal was  made,  to  be  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  your  Government,  that  the  prjficip2e  assumed 
in  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
of  15th  May,  1820,  ofconsidering  and  punishing 
the  African  slave  trade  as  piracy^  should  be  adopt- 
ed as  the  basLs  of  a  stipulation  by  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain ;  and  to  be 
urged  separately  upon  the  adoption  of  France, 
and  upon  the  other  maritime  natioQs  of  Europe, 
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in  the  maDner  most  coDducire  to  its  tiltiiiiate  suc- 
cess. It  was  observed  that  this  offer  was  presented 
as  a  substitute  for  that  of  coaceding  a  mutual 
right  of  search,  and  a  trial  by  mixed  commis- 
sions, to  which  the  United  States  could  not  be 
reconciled,  and  which  would  be  rendered  useless 
by  it. 

Your  letter  of  the  8th  of  April,  to  which  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  reply,  intimates  that  His  Majes- 
ty's Government  will  be  disposed  to  receive  this 
offer  only  as  an  acknowledgment  that  measures 
more  emcient  than  any  now  generally  in  force, 
are  indispensable  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade;  and  that,  although  they  have  never  op- 
posed the  consideration  oi  any  other  plan,  brought 
forward  as  equally  effective,  yet,  having  from  the 
first  regarded  a  mutual  limited  concession  of  the 
right  of  search,  as  the  <m^  true  and  practical  cure 
for  the  evil,  their  prevailing  sentiment  will  be  of 
regret  at  the  unfavorable  view  still  taken  of  it  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Your  let- 
ter, therefore,  urges  a  reconsideration  of  the  pro- 
posal for  this  mutual  ri^ht  of  search,  and,  by  pre- 
sentiog  important  modifications  of  the  proposal 
heretofore  made,  removes  some  of  the  objections 
which  had  been  taken  to  it  as  insuperable,  while  it 
offers  argumentative  answers  to  the  others  which 
had  been  disclosed  in  my  previous  communica- 
tions on  this  subject  to  you. 

In  the  treaties  of  Great  Britain  with  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  the  Netherlands,  for  the  suppression 
of  the  slave  trade,  heretofore  communicated,  with 
the  invitation  to  the  United  States  to  enter  into 
similar  engagements,  three  principles  were  in- 
volved, to  neither  of  which  the  Gk>vernment  of 
the  United  States  felt  itself  at  liberty  to  accede. 
The  first  was  the  mutual  concession  of  the  right 
of  search  and  capture,  in  time  of  peace,  over 
merchant  vessels,  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  The 
second  was,  the  exercise  of  that  risht  even  over 
vessels  under  convoy  of  the  public  officers  of  their 
own  nation  ;  and  the  third  was,  the  trial  of  the 
captured  vessels  by  mixed  commissions  in  colo- 
nial settlements,  under  no  subordination  to  the  or- 
dinary judicial  tribunals  of  the  country  to  which 
the  party  brought  before  them  for  trial  should  be- 
long. In  the  course  of  the  correspondence  re- 
lating to  these  proposals,  it  has  been  suggested 
that  a  substitute,  for  the  trial  by  mixed  commis- 
sions might  be  agreed  to ;  and,  in  your  letter  of 
the  8th  of  April,  an  expectation  is  authorized,  that 
an  arrangement  for  the  adiudication  of  the  ves- 
sels detained,  might  leave  them  to  be  disposed  of 
in  the  ordinarj^  way,  by  the  sentence  of  a  Court 
of  Admiralty  in  the  country  of  the  captor,  or 
place  them  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  similar 
•court  in  the  country  to  which  they  belonged  ;  to 
the  former  alternative,  of  which  you  anticipate 
the  unhesitating  admission  of  the  United  States, 
in^  consideration  of  the  aggravated  nature  of  the 
crime,  as  acknowledged  by  their  laws,  which 
would  be  thus  submitted  to  a  foreiffn  jurisdiction. 
But  it  was  precisely  because  the  jurisdiction  was 
foreiffn  that  the  objection  was  taken  to  the  trial 
by  mixed  commissions ;  and  if  it  transcended  the 
Constitutional  authority  of  the  Government  of 


the  United  States  to  subject  the  persons,  property, 
and  reputation  of  their  citizens,  to  the  decisioBs 
of  a  court  partly  composed  of  their  own  coaatry- 
men,  it  might  seem  needless  to  remark,  thit  the 
Constitutional  objection  could  not  dimiDUh  ia 
proportion  as  its  cause  should  increase,  or  that  ikc 
Power  incompetent  to  make  Americao  cidzeDs 
amenable  to  a  court  consisting  one-half  of  foreigi- 
ers,  should  be  adequate  to  place  their  libertr,  tfaeii 
fortune,  and  their  fame,  at  the  disposal  of  trite- 
nals  entirely  foreiffn.    I  would  further  remark. 
that  the  sentence  of  a  Court  of  Admiralty  io  tb« 
country  of  the  captor,  is  not  the  ordinary  mfh) 
which  the  merchant  vesseb  of  one  naiioa,  ttka 
on  the  high  seas  by  the  officers  of  aQOtber,  an 
tried  ia  time  of  peace.    There  is,  in  the  ordnaiy 
way,  no  right  whatever  existing,  to  take,  to  search, 
or  even  to  board  them ;  and  I  take  this  oceasiflt 
to  express  the  great  satisfaction  with  wkieh  vt 
have  seen  this  principle  solemnly  recognised  bj 
the  recent  decision  oi  a  British  Court  of  Ador 
ralty.    Nor  is  the  aggraratioa  of  the  crtme  k 
the  trial  of  which  a  tribunal  may  be  institotd,  i 
cogent  motive  for  assenting  to  the  principle  o! 
subjecting  American  citizens,  their  rights  aod  ia- 
terests,  to  the  decision  of  foreign  courts;  for,a.' 
though  Great  Britain,  as  you  remark,  maf  be 
willing  to  abandon  those  of  her  subjects  vbi? 
defy  the  laws  and  tarnish  the  character  of  ikec 
country,  by  participating  in  this  trade,  to  tkeds- 
pensation  ot  justice  even  by  foreign  hands,  tbf 
United  States  are  bound  to  remember  that  tbe 
power  which  enables  a  court  to  try  the  guiltf,aih 
ihorizes  them  also  to  pronounce  upon  the  fate  cf 
the  innocent ;  and  that  the  very  qoestioo  of  ««^; 
or  innocence  is  that  which  the  protecting  eareoj 
their  Constitution  has  reserved  for  thecitizessoi 
this  Union,  to  the  exclusive  decision  of  their  oV£ 
countrymen.   This  principle  has  not  been  departed 
from  by  the  statute  which  has  branded  theslar^ 
trader  with  the  name,  and  doomed  him  to  tb( 
punishment  of  a  pirate.    The  distinction  betvea 
piraep  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  piracy  bfsta^ 
ute,  is  well  known  and  understood  in  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  and  while  the  former  subjects  the  ttaisgR^ 
sor  guilty  of  it  to  the  jurtsdietioa  of  any  and  ererj 
country  into  which  he  may  be  brought,  or  whfff- 
in  he  may  be  taken,  the  latter  forms  a  part  of  tae 
municipal  criminal  code  of  the  country  wben 
it  is  enacted,  and  can  be  tried  only  by  its  owo 
courts. 

There  remains  the  suggestion  that  the  sUk 
trader,  captured  under  the  mutual  conceisioafli 
the  power  to  make  the  capture,  might  beddivaei 
over  to  the  jurisdiction  of  his  own  couatrr-  \^^ 
arrangement  would  not  be  liable  to  the  Coostitc 
tional  objection  which  must  ever  ^PP^f  H|P 
jurisdiction  of  the  mixed  commission,  or  of » 
admiralty  courts  of  the  captor.  And  il  yoor  b«» 
is  to  be  understood  as  presenting  it  in  the  chanc- 
ter  of  an  alternative,  to  which  your  GoTernrDja| 
is  disposed  to  accede,  I  am  authorized  to  say  ^' 
the  President  considers  it  as  sufficient  to  renore 
the  insuperable  obsude  which  had  precla<led  (M 
assent  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  tonner  m^ 
sals  of  your  Government,  resulting  ftooi  the  cw- 
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acter  and  composition  of  the  tribunals  to  whom 
the  question  of  guilt  or  innocence  was  to  be  com- 
milted. 

The  objections  to  the  right  of  search,  as  inci- 
dent to  the  right  of  detention  and  capture,  are  also 
in  a  very  considerable  degree  removed  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  principle  that  neither  of  them 
should  be  exercised,  but  under  the  responsibility 
of  the  captor  to  the  tribunals  of  the  captured  party, 
in  damages  and  costs.  This  guard  against  the 
abuses  oi*  a  power  so  liable  to  abuse  would  be 
indispensable ;  but  if  the  provisions  necessary  for 
securing  effectually  its  practical  operation  would 
reduce  the  right  itself  to  a  power  merely  nominal, 
the  stipulation  of  it  in  a  treaty  would  serve  rather 
to  mark  the  sacrifice  of  a  great  and  precious  prin- 
ciple, than  to  attain  the  end  for  which  it  would  be 
given  up. 

la  the  objections  heretofore  disclosed  tOxthe  con- 
cession desired,  of  the  mutual  and  oualified  right 
of  search,  the  principal  stress  was  laid  upon  the 
repugnance  which  such  a  concession  would  meet 
in  the  public  feeling  of  this  country,  and  of  those 
to  whom  its  interests  are  intrusted  in  the  depart- 
ment of  this  Grovernment,  the  sanction  of  which 
is  required  for  the  ratification  of  treaties.    The 
irritating  tendency  of  the  practice  of  search,  and 
the  inequalities  of  its  present  operation,  were 
slightly  noticed,  and  have  been  contested  in  argu- 
menty  or  met  by  propositions  of  possible  pallia- 
tives, or  remedies  for  anticipated  abuses,  in  your 
letter.    But  the  source  and  foandation  of  all  these 
objections  was  in    our   former   correspondence 
scarcely  mentioned,  and  never  discussed.    They 
consist  in  the  nature  of  the  right  of  search  at  sea, 
which^  as  recognised  or  tolerated  by  the  usage  of  na- 
tions, IS  a  right  exclusively  of  war,  never  exercised 
but  by  an  outrage  upon  the  rights  of  peace.    It  is 
an  act  analogous  to  that  of  searching  the  dwelling- 
hoQses  of  individuals  on  the  land.    The  vessel  of 
the  navigator  is  his  dwelling-house,  and  like  that, 
in  the  sentiment  of  every  people  that  cherishes  the 
blessings  of  personal  liberty  and  security,  ought 
to  be  a  sanctuary  inviolable  to  the  hand  of  power, 
unless  upon  the  most  unequivocal  public  neces- 
sity, and  under  the  most*  rigorous  personal  respon* 
sibility  of  the  intruder.    Search  at  sea,  as  recog- 
nised by  all  maritime  nations,  is  confined  to  the 
single  object  of  finding  and  taking  contraband  of 
war.    By  the  law  of  nature,  when  two  nations 
conflict  together  in  war,  a  third  (remaining  neu- 
tral) retains  ail  its  rights  of  peace  and  friendlv 
intercourse  with  both.    Each  belligerent,  indeed, 
acquires  by  war  the  right  of  preventing  a  third 
party  from  administering  to  his  enemy  the  direct 
and  immediate  materials  of  war ;  and,  as  inci- 
dental to  this  right,  that  of  searching  the  mer- 
chant vessels  of  the  neutral  on  the  high  seas  to  find 
them.    Even  thus  limited,  it  is  an  act  of  power 
which  nothing  but  necessity  can  justify,  inasmuch 
^s  it  cannot  be  exercised,  but  by  carrying  the  evils 
of  war  into  the  abodes  of  peace,  and  by  visiting 
the  innocent  with  some  of  the  penalties  of  guilt. 
Among  the  modern  maritime  nations  an  uaoffe 
has  crept  in,  not  founded  upon  the  law  of  nature — 
never  universally  admitted— «f ten  successfully  re- 


sisted— and  against  which  all  have  occasionally 
borne  testimony,  by  renouncing  it  in  treaties— of 
extending  this  practice  of  search  and  seizure  to  aU 
the  property  of  the  enemy  in  the  vessel  of  the 
friend.  The  practice  was,  in  its  origin,  evidently 
an  abusive  and  wrongful  extension  of  the  search 
for  contraband,  effected  by  the  belligerent,  because 
he  was  armed ;  submitted  to  by  the  neutral,  be- 
cause he  was  defenceless :  and  acquiesced  in  by 
his  Sovereign,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  a  rem- 
nant of  peace,  rather  than  become  himself  a  party 
to  the  war.  Having  thus  occasionally  been  prac- 
tised by  all  as  belligerents,  and  submitted  to  by 
all  as  neutrals,  it  has  acquired  the  force  of  an 
usage,  which,  at  the  occurrence  of  every  war,  the 
belligerent  may  enforce  or  relinquish,  and  which 
the  neutral  may  suffer  or  resist  at  their  respective 
options. 

This  search  for,  and  seizure  of,  the  property  of 
an  enemy  in  the  vessel  of  a  friend,  is  a  relict  of 
the  barbarous  warfare  of  barbarous  ages;  the 
cruel,  and,  for  the  most  part,  now  exploded  sys- 
tem of  private  war.  As  it  concerns  the  enemy 
himself,  it  is  inconsistent  with  that  mitigated 
usage  of  modern  wars,  which  respects  the  private 
property  of  individuab  on  the  land.  As  relates 
to  the  neutral,  it  is  a  violation  of  his  natural  right 
to  pursue,  unmolested,  his  peaceful  commercial 
intercourse  with  his  friend..  Invidious  as  is  its 
character,  in  both  these  aspects,  it  has  other  essen- 
tial characteristics,  equally  obnoxious.  It  is  an 
uncontrolled  exercise  of  authority,  by  a  man  in 
arms,  over  a  man  without  defence ;  by  an  officer 
of  one  nation  over  the  citizen  of  another ;  by  a 
man  intent  upon  the  annoyance  of  his  enemv,  re* 
sponsible,  for  the  act  of  search,  to  no  tribunal,  and 
always  prompted  to  balance  the  disappointment 
of  a  fruitless  search,  by  the  abusive  exercise  of 
his  power,  and  to  punish  the  neutral  for  the  verv 
clearness  of  his  neutralitv.  It  has,  in  short,  all 
the  features  of  unbridled  power,  stimulated  by 
hostile  and  unsocial  passions. 

I  forbear  to  enlarge  upK>n  the  further  extension 
of  this  practice,  by  referring  to  injuries  which  the 
United  States  experienced,  when  neutral,  in  a 
case  of  vital  importance ;  because,  in  digesting  a 
plan  for  the  attainment  of  an  object,  which  both 
nations  have  equallv  at  heart,  it  is  desirable  to 
avoid'every  topic  which  may  excite  painful  sen- 
sations on  either  side.  I  have  adverted  to  the  in- 
terest in  Question,  from  necessity,  it  being  one 
which  could  not  be  lost  sight  or  in  the  present 
discussion. 

Such  being  the  view  taken  of  the  right  of 
search,  as  recognised  by  the  law  of  nations,  and 
exercised  by  belTigerent  Powers,  it  is  due  to  can- 
dor to  state,  that  my  Government  has  an  insu- 
perable objection  to  its  extension  by  treaty,  in  any 
manner  whatever,  lest  it  might  lead  to  conse- 
quences still  more  injurious  to  the  United  States, 
and  especially  in  the  circumstance  alluded  to. 
That  the  proposed  extension  will  operate,  in  time 
of  peace,  and  derive  its  sanction  from  compact, 
presents  no  inducements  to  its  adoption.  On  the 
contrary,  they  form  strong  objections  to  it.  Every 
extension  of  the  right  ofsearch,  on  the  principles 
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of  that  right,  is  disapproved.  If  the  freedom  of 
the  sea  is  abridged  by  compact  for  aoy  new  pur- 
pose, the  example  may  lead  to  other  changes. 
And  if  its  operation  is  extended  to  a  time  of  peace, 
as  well  as  of  war,  a  new  system  will  be  com- 
menced for  the  dominion  of  the  sea,  which  may, 
eventaally,  especially  by  the  abuses  into  which 
it  may  lead,  confound  ail  distinction  of  time  and 
circumstances,  of  peace  and  of  war,  and  of  rights 
applicable  to  each  State. 

The  United  States  have,  on  great  consideration, 
thoaght  it  most  advisable  to  consider  this  trade  as 
piracy,  and  to  treat  it  as  such.  They  have  thought 
that  the  trade  itself  might,  with  great  propriety, 
be  placed  in  that  class  of  offences ;  and  that,  by 
placlnjf  it  there,  we  should  more  effectually  ac- 
complish the  great  object  of  suppressing  the  trade, 
than  by  any  other  measure  which  we  could 
adopt. 

To  this  measure,  none  of  the  objections  which 
have  been  urged  against  the  extension  of  the 
ri^ht  of  search,  appear  to  be  applicable.  Piracy 
being  an  offence  against  the  human  race,  has  its 
well  Known  incidents  of  capture  and  punishment 
by  death,  by  the  people  and  tribunals  of  every 
country.  By  making  this  trade  piratical,  it  is  the 
nature  of  the  crime  which  draws  after  it  the  ne- 
cessary consequences  of  capture  and  punishment. 
The  United  States  have  done  this  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  in  relation  to  themselves.  They  have, 
also,  evinced  their  willingness,  and  expressed  their 
desire,  that  the  change  should  become  general,  by 
the  consent  of  everv  other  Power,  whereby  it 
would  be  made  the  law  of  nations.  Till  tnen, 
they  are  bound,  by  the  injunctions  of  their  Con- 
stitution, to  execute  it,  so  far  as  it  respects  the 
punishment  of  their  own  citizens,  by  their  own 
tribunals.  They  consider  themselves,  however, 
at  liberty,  until  that  consent  is  obtained,  to  co-op- 
erate, to  a  certain  extent,  with  other  Powers,  to 
insure  a  more  complete  effect  to  their  respective 
acts;  they  placing  themselves,  severally,  on  the 
same  ground,  by  leffislative  provisions.  It  is  in 
this  spirit,  and  tor  this  purpose,  that  I  have  made 
to  you  the  proposition  under  consideration. 

By  making  the  slave  trade  piratical,  and  at- 
taching to  it  the  punishment,  as  well  as  the  odium, 
incident  to  that  crime,  it  is  believed  that  much 
has  been  done  by  the  United  States  to  suppress  it 
in  their  vessels  and  bjr  their  citizens.  If  your 
Government  would  unite  in  this  policy,  it  is  not 
doubted  that  the  happiest  consequences  would  re^ 
suit  from  it.  The  example  of  Great  Britain,  in  a 
manner  so  decisive,  could  not  fail  to  attract  the 
attention  and  command  the  respect  of  all  her  Eu- 
ropean neighbors.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  United 
States  that  no  measure,  short  of  that  proposed, 
will  accomplish  the  object  so  much  desired  ;  and 
it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  my  Government,  that 
the  Government  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  may 
co-operate  in  carrying  it  into  efieci. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  renewed  assu- 
rances of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOHN  a.  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Stbatford  Canning, 

Envo^  Eoctraordinary^  fc. 


Extract  of  a  letter  firom  Mr.  Adame  toMr.Ndtat, 

dated 
Department  of  State, 

fVashimfftan,  AprU  28, 1823. 
^^  A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatifes^ 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  requests  the  Presi- 
dent to  enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to 
time,  such  negotiations  with  the  several  miritime 
Powers  of  Europe  and  America,  as  he  may  deca 
expedient,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  Afii- 
can  slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciatioa  is 
piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  coosat 
of  the  civilized  world.  You  will  take  an  euif 
opportunity  to  make  known  this  disposition  to{iie 
Spanish  Government;  communicating  to  tbea 
copies  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  sections  of  theut 
of  3d  March,  1819,  which  declares  this  traffic  pi- 
ratical when  pursued  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States;  and  you  will  express  the  willingness  of 
the  American  Grovernment  to  enter  into  negoti^ 
tions  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  it  so,  ^  tbe 
common  consent  of  nations." 


Extraa  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Eoiufi 

dated 
Department  op  State, 

WaOiWffton,  Maf  17, 1823. 

*'  A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represenutires, 
at  the  late  session  of  Congress,  requesu  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  enter  upon,  aa4 
prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  sach  negotiauoas. 
with  the  several  maritime  Powers  of  Europe  aoj 
America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for  the  effec- 
tual abolition  of  the  African  slaive  trade,  and  iu 
ultimate  denunciation,  as  piracy,  under  the  lav 
of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civilized  worli 

^*  In  pursuance  of  the  object,  proposed  by  tkis 
resolution,  you  will  communicate  to  the  Goren- 
ment  of  Buenos  Ayres,  copies  of  the  serenl  acts 
of  Congress,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade, 
of  the  20th  of  April,  1818;  (U.  S.  Laws,  vol  & 
page  325;)  3d  March,  1819,  (page  435,)  and  of 
15th  May,  1820,  (page  529 :)  pouting  their  at- 
tention, particularly^  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  se^ 
tions  or  the  list,  which  subject  to  the  penalties  of 
piracy  every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  guilty 
of  active  i>articipation  in  the  African  slave  txade. 
The  adoption  of  this  principle,  in  the  legislatiTe 
code  of  all  the  maritime  nations,  would,  of  itself, 
probabl3r,  suffice  for  the  suppression  of  the  tradt 
But,  as  it  would  yet  not  authorize  the  armed  ves- 
sels of  any  one  nation  to  capture  those  of  another, 
engaged  in  the  trade,  a  stipulation  to  that  effect 
might  be  agreed  to,  by  treaty,  conditioned  that  the 
captor  shall  deliver  over  the  captured  party  to  the 
tribunals  of  his  own  country  for  trial ;  to  whick 
should  be  added,  some  guard  of  responsibility  apoa 
the  capturing  officer,  to  prevent  the  abusire  exer- 
cise 01  his  power." 


Extract  from  the  General  Ifulmctums  to  RickardC'' 
Anderson^  appouUed  Minister  PknipUentiafy  to  ^ 
Republic  of  CoUmJbia^  dated 

Department  of  State, 

Wa^^gton,  May  27. 1824. 
'^A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatiresy 
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t  the  late  session  of  Congress,  requests  the  Presi- 
lent  of  the  tlnited  States  to  enter  upon,  and  to 
trosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such  negotiations 
rith  the  several  maritime  Powers  of  Europe  and 
America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for  the  effec- 
ual  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade,  and  its 
iltimate  denunciation  as  piracy,  under  the  law  of 
lations,  by  the  consent  oi  the  civilized  world. 

"  In  pursuance  of  this  subject,  you  will  com- 
nunicate  to  the  Colombian  Government  copies  of 
he  several  acts  of  our  Congress  for  the  suppres- 
ion  of  the  slave  trade,  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818, 
U.  S.  Laws,  vol.  vi.  p.  325,)  of  3d  March,  1819, 
p.  435,)  and  of  15lh  May,  1820,  (page  529,)  point- 
Qg  their  attention  particularly  to  the  4th  and  5tb 
ections  of  the  last,  which  subject  to  thepenaU 
ies  of  piracy  every  citizen  of  the  United  States 
;uihy  or  active  participation  in  the  African  slave 
rade.  The  adoption  of  this  principle  in  the  le- 
:isiative  code  of  all  the  maritime  nations,  would, 
f  itself,  probably,  suffice  for  the  suppression  of 
he  trade ;  but,  as  it  would  yet  not  authorize  the 
irmed  vessels  of  any  one  nation  to  capture  those 
)f  another  engaged  in  the  trade,  a  stipulation  to 
hat  effect  may  be  agreed  to  by  tne  treaty,  condi- 
ioned  that  the  captor  shall  deliver  over  the  cap- 
ured  party  to  the  tribunals  of  his  own  country 
br  trial ;  to  which  should  be  added  some  guard 
)f  responsibility  upon  the  capturing  officer,  to  pre- 
sent the  abusive  exercise  of  his  powers." 


^ract  0/  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Bue\ 

doled 

Department  of  State, 

WoBMngUm^  June  24, 1823. 

"A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
tlmost  unanimously  adopted  at  the  close  of  the  last 
essioQ  of  Congress,  requested  '  the  President  of 
be  United  States  to  enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute, 
rom  time  to  time,  such  negotiations  with  the  sev- 
ral  maritime  Powers  of  Efurope  and  America,  as 
ie  may  deem  expedient,  for  the  effectual  abolition 
)f  the  African  slave  trade,  and  its  ultimate  de- 
iuociation  as  piracy,  under  the  law  of  nations,  by 
be  consent  of  the  civilized  world.' 

"At  the  two  preceding  sessions  of  Congress, 
ommittees  of  the  House  had  proposed  a  resolu- 
ion,  expressed  in  more  general  terms,  that  ^  the 
'resident  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  en- 
er  into  such  arrangements  as  he  may  deem  suita- 
)le  and  proper,  with  one  or  more  of  the  maritime 
'owers  of  Europe,  for  the  effectual  abolition  of 
he  African  slave  trade ;'  and  this  resolution  had, 
Q  each  case,  been  the  conclusion  of  a  report,  re- 
ommending  that  the  United  States  should  accede 
0  the  proposal  of  a  mutual  and  qualified  conces- 
ion  of  the  right  of  search.  The  sentiments  of 
be  committee  were,  in  this  respect,  different  from 
hose  which  had  been  expressed  by  the  Executive 
department  of  the  Government,  in  its  previous 
•orrespondence  with  that  of  Great  Britam.  No 
lecision,  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  was 
nade  upoff  these  resolutions,  proposed  at  the  pre- 
eding  sessions ;  but,  upon  the  adoption  of  that 


which  did  pass  at  the  last  session,  it  was  well  as- 
certained, that  the  sentiments  of  the  House,  in  re- 
gard to  the  right  of  search,  coincided  with  those 
of  the  Executive ;  for  they  explicitly  rejected  an 
amendment  which  was  moved  to  the  resolution, 
and  which  would  have  expressed  an  opinion  of 
the  House,  favorable  to  the  mutual  concession  of 
that  right. 

"  You  have  been  fully  informed  of  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  Governments  of  the  United 
States  and  of  Great  Britain  concerning  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade  heretofore;  and  have 
been,  from  time  to  time,  effectually  instrumental 
to  it  yourself.  You  are  aware  of  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  proposals,  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  that  the  United  States  should  accede  to 
the  stipulations  similar  to  those  which  she  had 
succeeded  in  obtaining  from  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
the  Netherlands,  were  on  our  part  declined. 

^'  The  subject  was  resumed  by  the  British  Min- 
ister residing  here,  Mr.  S.  Canning,  a  short  time 
before  the  decease  of  the  Marquis  ol  Londonderry. 
It  was  suggested  that,  since  the  total  disappear- 
ance of  the  British  and  American  flags,  as  well  as 
of  those  of  the  nations  which  had  consented  to 
put  the  execution  of  their  laws  against  the  trade 
under  the  superintendence  of  British  naval  offi- 
cers, it  continued  to  flourish  under  that  of  France; 
that  her  laws,  though  in  word  and  appearance 
equally  severe  in  proscribing  the  traffic,  were  so 
remiss  in  the  essential  point  of  execution,  that 
their  effect  was  rather  to  encourage  than  to.  sup- 
press it;  and  the  American  Government  was 
urged  to  join  in  friendly  representations  to  that  of 
France,  by  instructing  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris  to  concur  in  those  which  the 
British  Ambassador  at  that  Court  had  been  charged 
with  makine,  to  insure  a  more  vigilant  fulfilment 
of  the  prohil)itor|r  laws.  This  invitation,  at  that 
time  ffiven  only  m  oral  conference,  was  also  de- 
clined, from  an  impression  that  such  a  concur- 
rence might  give  umbrage  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  tend  rather  to  irritation  than  to  the 
accomplishment  of  the  object  for  which  it  was 
desired.  Mr.  Gallatin  was,  nevertheless,  instruct- 
ed separately  to  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of 
the  French  Gk)vernment,  and  did  so,  by  a  note 
communicating  to  them  copies  of  the  recent  laws 
of  the  United  States  for  the  suppression  of  the 
trade,  and  particularly  of  that  by  which  it  has 
subjected  every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who, 
after  the  passage  of  the  law,  should  be  polluted 
with  it,  to  the  penalties  of  piracy. 

''  On  the  29th  of  January  last,  Mr.  Canning,  in 
a  letter  to  this  Department,  repeated  the  invita- 
tion of  a  joint  and  concurrent  remonstrance,  to  be 
made  by  the  British  Ambassador,  and  our  Minis- 
ter in  France ;  and  at  the  same  time  called,  with 
ffreat  earnestness,  upon  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  either  to  accede  to  the  principle  of 
the  mutual  and  qualified  rieht  of  searcn,  emphati- 
cally pronounced,  in  his  belief,  to  be  the  only 
effectual  measure  devised,  or  likely  to  be  devised, 
*'  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  end,  or  to  brin^ 
forward  some  otner  scheme  of  concert,"  which  it 
again   declared  the  readiness  of  His  Majesty's 
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MiDister  to  examine  with  respect  tnd  candor,  a» 
a  substitute  for  that  of  the  British  Cabinet. 

"However  discouraging  this  call  for  an  altern- 
ative might  be,  thus  coupled  as  it  was  with  so 
decisive  a  declaration  of  oelief.  that  no  effectual 
alternative  had  been,  or  was  likely  to  be,  devised, 
an  opportunity  was  offered,  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopt- 
ed  at  the  close  of  the  late  session  of  Congress,  for 
proposing  a  substitute,  in  our  belief  more  effectual 
than  the  right  of  search  could  be,  for  the  total  and 
final  suppression  of  this  nefarious  trade,  and  less 
liable  either  to  objections  of  principle,  or  to  abuses 
of  practice. 

"  This  proposition  was  accordingly  made  in  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Canning  of  the  31st  of  March  last,  to 
which  his  letter  of  the  8th  of  April  was  the  an- 
swer. In  this  answer,  Mr.  Canning  barely  no- 
tices our  proposition  to  express  an  opinion  that 
his  Government  will  see  in  it  nothing  but  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  necessity  of  further  and 
more  effectual  measures,  and  then  proceeds  with 
an  elaborate  review  of  all  the  objections  which, 
in  the  previous  correspondence  between  the  two 
Governments,  had  been  taken  on  our  part  to  the 
British  connected  proposal  of  a  mutual  right  of 
search,  and  a  trial  by  mixed  commissions.  Our 
objection  had  been  of  two  kinds;  first,  to  the 
mixed  commissions,  as  inconsistent  with  our  Con- 
stitution ;  and  secondly,  to  the  right  of  search,  as 
a  dangerous  precedent,  liable  to  abuse,  and  odious 
to  the  feelings  and  recollections  of  our  country. 

"  in  this  letter  of  Mr.  Canning,  the  proposal  of 
trial  by  mixed  commissions,  is  formally  with- 
drawn, and  an  alternative  presented  as  practica- 
ble, one  side  of  which  only,  and  that  the  inad- 
missible side,  is  distinctly  offered,  namely,  of  trial 
by  the  courts  of  the  captor.  The  other  side  of  the 
alternative  would,  indeed,  remove  our  Constitu- 
tional objection,  and  with  it  might  furnish  the 
means  ot  removing  the  principal  inherent  objec- 
tion to  the  concession  of  the  n^ht  of  search,  that 
hy  which  the  searching  officer  is  under  no  respon- 
sible control  for  that  act. 

"  But,  in  our  previous  correspondence,  our  strong 
repugnance  to  the  right  of  search  had  been  ad- 
verted to,  merely  as  a  matter  of  fact,  without  tra- 
cing it  to  its  source,  or  referring  to  its  causes.  The 
object  of  this  forbearance  had  been  to  avoid  all 
unnecessary  collision  with  feelings  and  opinions, 
which  were  not  the  same  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  and  upon  ours.  They  had  been  willingly 
left  undiscussed.  This  letter  of  Mr.  Canning, 
however,  professedly  reviewing  all  the  previous 
correspondence,  for  the  removal  or  avoioance  of 
our  objections,  and  contesting  the  analogy  between 
the  right  of  search,  as  it  had  been  found  obnoxious 
to  us,  and  as  now  proposed  for  our  adoption  by  for- 
mal compact,  I  have  been  under  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  pointing  out  the  analogies  really  existing 
between  them,  and  of  showing  that,  as  right  of 
search,  independent  of  the  right  of  capture,  and 
irresponsible,  or  responsible  only  to  the  tribunals  of 
the  captor,  it  is,  as  proposed,  essentially,  liable  to  the 
same  objections,  as  it  had  been,  when  exercised 
as  a  belligerent  right.    Its  encroaching  character, 


founded  in  its  nature  as  an  irresponsible  exercise  of 
force,  and  exemplified  in  its  extension  from  setrdi 
for  contraband  of  war,  to  search  for  enemies'  pro- 
perty, and  thence  to  search  for  men  of  the  searcher's 
own  nation,  was  thus  necessarily  brought  into  view, 
and  connected  the  exhibition  of  the  evils  inherent 
in  the  practice,  with  that  of  the  abuses  which  hire 
been  found  inseparable  from  it. 

"  We  have  declared  the  slare  trade,  so  hx  15  it 
may  be  pursued  by  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes, 
piracy ;  and,  as  such,  made  it  punbhable  with  detth. 
The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rqpresentatircs 
recommends  negotiation,  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
the  civilized  world  to  recognise  it  as  piracy,  under 
the  law  of  nations.    One  of  the  projMerties  of  tbit 
description  of  piracies  is,  that  those  who  are  goilty 
of  it  may  be  taken  up  on  the  high  seas,  and  thrd 
by  the  courts  of  every  nation.     But,  by  the  pre- 
vailing customary  law,  they  are  tried  only  br  tte 
tribunals  of  the  nation  to  which  the  vessel  beioD|s 
in  which  the  piracy  was  committed.    The  criai« 
itself  has  been,  however,  in  modern  times,  of  so 
rare  occurrence,  that  there  is  no  uniformity  in  the 
laws  of  the  European  nations  with  regard  to  this 
point,  of  which  we  have  had  remarkable  and  de 
cisive  proof  within  these  five  years,  in  the  case 
of  piracy  and  murder,  committed  on  board  the 
schooner  Plattsburg,  a  merchant  vessel  of  dtf 
United  States.    Nearly  the  whole  of  her  ctw 
were  implicated  in  the  crime,  which  was  coa- 
mitted  on  the  high  seas     They  carried  the  ressel 
into  Christiansand,  in  Norway,  there  abandooed 
her,  and  dispersed ;  three  of  them  were  taken  op 
in  Denmark,  one  in  Sweden,  one  at  Dantzig,  is 
Prussia,  and  one  in  France.     Those  taken  up  ia 
Denmark,  and  in  Sweden,  were  delivered  op  u 
officers  of  the  United  States,  brought  to  this  coos- 
try,  tried,  convicted,  and  executed.    The  ou 
taken  at  Dantzig,  was,  by  the  consent  of  the  Prus- 
sian Government,  sent  to  Elsineur,  and  there  con- 
fronted with  those  taken  in  Denmark.    The  eti- 
dence  against  him  on  the  examination  was  decis- 
ive, but,  as  he  persisted  in  the  refusal  to  coafes 
his  guilt,  the  Prussian  Grovernment,  bonnd  bf 
an  established  maxim  of  their  municipal  law,  de- 
clined either  to  deliver  him  up,  or  to  try  him  them- 
selves, but  sent  him  back  to  Dantzig,  there  to 
remain  imprisoned  for  life.    The  French  GoTem- 
ment,  upon  advisement  of  the  highest  judicial  no* 
thority  of  the  Kingdom,  declined,  also,  either  to 
try  the  man  taken  up  there,  or  to  deliver  himof^ 
unless  upion  proof  of  his  guilt   being  produced 
against  him,  at  the  place  where  he  was  confined; 
with  which  condition,  it  not  having  been  in  ocr 
power  to  comply,  the  man  remained  there,  also  a 
prison,  presumably  for  life.    From  these  incidents, 
it  is  apparent  that  there  is  no  uniformity  in  (^ 
modes  of  trial,  to  which  piracy,  by  the  law  of  oi* 
tions,  is  subjected  in  difierent  European  eoontrift; 
but  that  the  trial  itself  is  considered  as  the  rif&t 
and  the  duty  only  of  the  nation  to  which  the  res- 
sel  belongs,  on  board  of  which  the  piracy  was  coo- 
mitted.    This  was,  however,  a  piracy,  commined 
on  board  of  a  vessel  by  its  own  crew.    External 
piracies,  or  piracies  committed  by,  aoi  from  one 
vessel  against  another,  may  be  tried  by  the  coart^ 


3021 


APPENDIX. 


8022 


The  African  Slave  Trade. 


of  any  country,  bat  are  more  asually  tried  by  those  of 
the  country  whose  vessels  have  been  the  sufferers 
of  the  piracy,  as  many  of  the  Cuba  pirates  have 
been  tried  in  the  British  West  India  inlands,  and 
some  of  them  in  our  courts. 

'*  This  principle  we  should  wish  to  introduce 
into  the  system,  bj  which  the  slave  trade  should 
be  recognised  as  piracy  under  the  law  of  nations ; 
namely,  that,  although  seizable  by  the  officers  and 
authorities  of  every  nation,  they  should  be  triable 
only  by  the  tribunals  of  the  country  of  the  slave-tra- 
din^  vessel.  This  provision  is  indispensable  to 
guard  the  Innocent  navigator  against  vexatious  de- 
tentions, and  all  the  evils  of  arbitrary  search.  In 
committing  to  foreign  officers  the  power^  even  in 
a  case  of  conventional  piracy,  of  arresting,  eon- 
fining,  and  delivering  over  for  trial,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  we  feel  the  necessity  of  guard- 
ing his  ru;hts  from  all  abuses,  and  from  the  appli- 
cation oi  any  laws  of  a  country  other  than  his 
own. 

**  The  draught  of  a  convention  is  herewith  en- 
closed, which,  if  the  British  Government  should 
agree  lo  treat  upon  this  subject  on  the  basis  of  a 
legislative  prohibition  of  the  slave  trade  by  both 
parties,  under  the  penalties  of  piracy,  you  are  au- 
thorized to  propose  and  to  conclude.  These  ar- 
ticles, however,  are  not  offered  to  the  exclusion  of 
others  which  may  be  proposed  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Government,  nor  is  any  one  of  them,  ex- 
cepting the  first,  to  be  insisted  on  as  indispensable, 
if  others  equally  adapted  to  answer  their  purposes 
should  be  proposed.  It  is  only  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  crime  in  the  character  of  piracy,  that 
we  can  admit  the  visitation  of  our  merchant  ves- 
sels by  foreign  officers  for  any  purpose  whatever, 
and  in  that  case  only  under  the  most  effective  re- 
sponsibility of  the  officer  for  the  act  of  visitation 
itself  and  for  every  thinff  done  under  it. 

"  If  the  sentiments  of  the  British  Government 
should  be  averse  to  the  principle  of  declaring  the 
trade  itself,  by  a  legislative  act,  piratical,  you  will 
not  propose,  or  communicate  to  tnem,  the  enclosed 
project  of  convention.    Its  objects,  you  will  dis- 
tinctly understand,  are  two-fold  j  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives; 
and  to  meet,  explicitly  and  fully,  the  call  so  ear- 
nestly urged  by  the  British  GK)verBment,  that,  in 
declining  the  proposals  pressed  by  them  upon  us, 
of  conceding  a  mutual  and  qualified  right  of  search, 
we  should  offer  a  substitute  for  their  consideration. 
The  substitute,  by  declaring  the  crime  piracy, 
carries  with  it  the  right  of  search  for  the  pirates, 
existing  in  the  very  nature  of  the  crime.    But,  to 
the  coDcession  of  the  right  of  search,  distinct  from 
the  denomination  of  the  crime,  our  objections  re- 
main in  all  their  original  force. 

"  It  has  been  intimated  by  Mr.  8.  Canning, 
that  the  suggestion  itself,  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, of  the  propriety  of  their  passing  a  legislative 
act,  might  excite  in  them  some  repugnancv  to  it. 
We  should  regret  the  excitement  of  this  feeling, 
which  the  very  nature  of  the  negotiation  seems 
to  foreclose.  Besides  the  legislative  enactments 
which  have  virtually  been  pressed  upon  us,  by  all 
the  invitations  to  concede  the  right  of  search,  and 


to  subject  our  citizens  to  trial  for  violations  of  our 
own  laws,  by.  foreign  tribunals,  Great  Britain,  in 
almost  all  her  slave-trade  treaties,  has  required,and 
obtained,  express  stipulations,  for  the  enactment  of 
prohibitory  laws,  by  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
the  Netherlands.  1 1  was  not  expected  that  she  would 
receive  with  reluctance,  herself,  a  mere  invitation 
to  that  which  she  had  freely  and  expressly  required 
from  others.  Still,  if  the  sentiment  should  exist, 
we  would  forbear  pressing  it  to  the  point  of  irri- 
tation, by  importunity.  Vou  will,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, simply  state,  that,  if  the  British  Govern- 
ment is  prepared  to  proclaim  the  slave  trade  piracyi 
by  statute,  you  are  authorized  to  propose  and  to 
conclude  a  convention,  by  which  the  mutual  co- 
operation of  the  naval  force  of  Great  Britain  and 
01  the  United  States  may  be  secured,  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  law,  which,  on  that  contingency, 
will  be  common  to  both.  Should  the  obstacle  to 
the  preliminary  prove  insuperable,  you  will  refer 
the  objections,  on  the  part  of  the  British  Cabinet, 
to  this  Government,  for  consideration. 

"By  the  loose  information  hitherto  communica- 
ted in  the  public  journals,  it  would  seem  that  the 
proposition  for  recognising  the  slave  trade  as  pi- 
racy, by  the  Law  of  Nations,  was  discussed  at 
the  Congress  of  Verona.  We  are  expecting  the 
communication  of  the  papers  relating  to  this  sub- 
ject, promised  by  Lord  Liverpool  to  be  laid  before 
Parliament.  Heretofore,  although  the  United 
States  have  been  much  solicited  and  urged  to 
concur  in  the  measures  of  Great  Britain  and  her 
allies,  for  the  suppression  of  the  trade,  they  have 
been  always  communicated  to  us  as  purposes  con- 
summated, to  which  the  accession  of  tne  United 
States  was  desired.  From  the  general  policy  of 
avoiding  to  intermeddle  in  European  affairs,  we 
have  acquiesced  in  this  course  of  proceeding;  but, 
to  carry  fully  into  effect  the  late  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  to  pursue  the  dis- 
cussions, hereafter,  with  Great  Britain  herself, 
whether  upon  her  proposals  or  upon  ours,  it  is  ob- 
viously proper  that  communication  should  be 
made  to  us  of  the  progress  of  European  negotia- 
tion, for  accomplishing  the  common  purpose,  while 
it  is  in  deliberation.  If  we  are  to  co-operate  in 
the  result,  it  is  just  that  we  should  be  consulted, 
at  least,  with  regard  to  the  means  which  we  are 
invited  to  adopt.'' 


SUPPRESSION  OF  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

A  Convention  for  the  suppreesion  of  Piracy,  committed 
hy  the  African  Slave  Trade, 

Article  1.  The  two  high  contracting  Powers, 
having  each  separately,  by  its  own  laws,  subjected 
their  subjects  and  citizens,  who  may  be  convicted 
of  carrying  on  the  illicit  traffic  in  slaves  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  to  the  penalties  of  piracy,  do 
hereby  agree  to  use  their  influence,  respectively, 
with  the  other  maritime  and  civilized  nations  of 
the  world,  to  the  end  that  the  said  African  slave 
trade  may  be  recognised  and  declared  to  be  piracy, 
under  the  law  of  nations. 

Article  2.  It  is  agreed  by  the  high  contracting 
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parties,  that  the  commanders  and  commissioned 
officers  of  either  nation,  duly  authorized,  under  the 
regulations  and  instructions,  of  their  respective 
Governments,  to  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  of 
America,  or  of  the  West  Indies,  for.  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade,  shall  be  authorized,  under 
the  conditions,  limitations,  and  restrictions,  here- 
inafter mentioned,  to  capture  and  deliver  over  to 
the  duly  authorized  and  commissioned  officers  of 
the  other,  any  ship  or  vessel  carrying  on  such 
illicit  traffic  in  slaves,  under  the  flag  of  the  said 
other  nation,  or  for  the  account  of  their  subjects 
or  citizens,  to  be  sent  in  for  trial  and  adjudication 
by  the  tribunals  of  the  country  to  which  such 
slave  ship  or  vessel  shall  belong.    And  the  said 
commanders  and  commissioned  officers  shall  be 
further  authorized  to  carry,  or  send  in,  any  such 
slave-trading  ship,  so  by  them  captured,  into  the 
ports  of  the  country  to  which  such  slave-trading 
ship  shall  belong,  for  trial  by  the  tribunals,  and 
conformabl]r  to  the  laws,  of  said  country.    But 
the  slave  ship,  so  captured,  shall  not  be  sent  into 
the  ports,  or  tried  by  the  tribunals  of  the  captor. 
Article  3.  If  any  naval  commander  or  com- 
missioned officer  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
shall,  on  the  high  seas,  or  any  where  without  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  said  States,  board,  or 
cause  to  be  boarded,  any  merchant  vessel  of  Great 
Britain,  and  visit  the  same  as  a  slave  trader,  or  on 
suspicion  of  her  being  engaged  in  carrying  on  the 
illicit  traffic  in  slaves,  in  every  case,  whether  the 
said  visited  vessel  shall  be  captured  and  delivered 
over,  or  sent  into  the  ports  of  her  own  country  for 
trial  and  adjudication,  or  not,  the  boarding  officer 
shall  deliver  to  the  master  or  commander  of  the 
Tisited  vessel  a  certificate  in  writing,  signed  by  the 
said  boarding  officer  with  his  name,  and  the  addi- 
tion of  his  rank  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  name  of  the  public  vessel  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  her  commander,  by  whose  order 
the  said  visit  shall  have  been  ordered ;  and  the 
said  certificates  shall  declare,  that  the  only  object 
of  the  said  visit  is  to  ascertain  whether  the  said 
British  merchant  vessel  is  engaged  in  the  slave 
\rade,  or  not ;  and  if  found  to  be  so  engaged,  to 
take,  and  deliver  her  over  to  the  officers,  or  the 
tribunals  of  her  own  nation,  for  trial  and  adjudi- 
cation.   And  the  commander  of  the  said  public 
vessel  of  the  United  States  shall,  when  he  delivers 
her  over  to  the  officers  or  tribunals  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, deliver  all  the  papers  found  on  board  of  the 
captured  vessel,  indicating  her  national  character, 
and  the  objects  of  her  voyage,  and  with  them  a 
like  certificate  of  visitation,  in  writing,  signed  by 
his  name,  with  the  addition  of  bis  rank  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  name  of  the  public 
vessel  commanded   ny   him,  together  with   the 
name  and  rank  of  the  boarding  officer,  by  whom 
the  said  visit  was  made.    This  certificate  shall, 
also,  specify  all  the  papers  received  from  the 
master  of  the  vessel  detamed,  or  visited,  or  found 
on  board  the  vessel,  and  shall  contain  an  authentic 
declaration,  exhibiting  the  state  in  which  he  found 
the  vessel  detained,  and  the  changes,  if  any,  which 
have  taken  place  in  it,  and  the  number  of  slaves, 
if  any,  found  on  board  at  the  moment  of  detention.  | 


And  the  same  duties  herein  describe  shall  devolve 
upon  every  commander,  or  commissioned  officer, 
of  the  royal  navy  of  Great  Britain,  by  whom,  or 
by  whose  order,  any  merchant  vessel  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  navigating  under  their  flag,  shall  be 
visited  for  the  said  purposes,  and  upon  the  board- 
ing officer  by  whom  the  visit  shall  be  efiected,  on 
the  high  seas,  or  any  where  without  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain. 

Article  4.  No  merchant  vessel  of  either  of  the 
contracting  parties,  under  the  convoy  of  a  public 
vessel  of  her  own  nation,  shall,  under  any  circum- 
stances whatever,  be  captured,  or  visited  by,  or 
from,  any  public  vessel  of  the  other  nation,  as 
being  engaged,  or  on  suspicion  of  being  engaged, 
in  the  slave  trade. 

Article  5.  No  search  shall  be  made  by,  or 
under  the  orders  of,  the  commander  or  boardiag 
officer  of  any  public  vessel  of  either  party  visiting 
any  merchant  vessel  of  the  other,  as  being  engaged, 
or  under  suspicion  of  being  engaged,  in  the  slave 
trade,  excepting  such  as  may  be  necessary  to  as- 
certain if  there  be  slaves  on  board  for  the  purposes 
of  the  said  traffic,  or  other  proof  that  the  said  ves- 
sel is  so  engaged.  No  person  shall  be  taken  out 
of  the  said  visited  or  captured  merchant  vessel  of 
either  nation,  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
visiting  vessel,  or  under  his  order.  Nor  shall  aof 
part  of  the  cargo  of  the  said  visited  vessel  be  re- 
moved out  of  her,  until  delivered  over  to  the  offi- 
cers, or  tribunals,  of  her  own  nation. 

Article  6.  When  a  merchant  vessel  of  either 
nation  shall  be  captured,  as  being  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade,  by  any  commander,  or  commissioned 
officer,  of  the  navy  of  any  other  nation,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  commander  of  any  public  ship 
of  the  navy  of  the  nation  to  which  the  captured 
vessel  shall  belong,  upon  the  offer  thereof  being 
made  to  him  by  the  commander  of  the  capturing 
vessel,  to  receive  into  his  custody  the  vessel  so 
captured,  and  to  carry,  or  to  send^  the  same  into 
the  ports  of  his  own  country,  for  trial  and  adju- 
dication.   And  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the 
said  vessel,  an  authentic  declaration  shall  be  drawn 
up,  in  triplicates,  signed  by  both  the  commanders 
of  the  deliverinff  and  of  the  receiving  vessel,  one 
copy  of  which  shall  be  kept  by  each  of  them,  sta- 
ting the  circumstances  of  the  delivery ;  the  con- 
dition of  the  vessel  captured,  at  the  time  of  the 
delivery ;  the  number  of  slaves,  if  any,  on  board 
of  her ;  a  list  of  all  the  papers  received,  or  found 
on  board  of  her  at  the  time  of  capture,  and  deliv- 
ered over  with  her,  and  the  names  of  the  master 
or  commander  of  the  captured  vessel,  and  of  every 
person  on  board  of  her,  other  than  the  slaves,  at 
the  said  time  of  delivery ;  and  the  third  copy  of  the 
said  declaration  shall   be  transmitted   with  the 
said  captured  vessel,  and  the  papers  found  on  board 
of  her,  to  one  of  the  ports  of  the  country  to  which 
the  said  captured  vessel  shall  belong,  to  be  pro- 
duced before  the  tribunal  appointed,  or  authorized, 
to  decide  upon  the  said  capture;  and  the  com- 
mander of  the  said  capturing  vessel  shall  be  aoihor- 
ized  to  send  the  boarding  officer,  and  one  or  two 
oi  his  crew,  with  the  said  captured  vessel,  to  ap- 
pear as  witnesses  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  her 
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eaptore  and  deteotioD,  before  the  said  tribuoal. 
The  reasonable  expenses  of  which  witnesses,  in 
proceeding  to  the  place  of  trial,  during  their  ne- 
cessary  detention  there,  and  for  their  return  to 
their  own  country,  or  to  rejoin  their  station  in  its 
service,  shall  be  allowed  by  the  tribunal  of  trial : 
tod  in  case  of  the  condemnation  of  the  captured 
ressel,  be  defrayed  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
tfaereof ;  and  in  case  of  the  acquittal  of  the  said 
resael,  they  shall,  be  paid  by  the  Gbyernment  of 
the  captaring  officer. 

Article  7.  The  commander  or  commissioned 
officer  of  the  navy  of  either  of  the  contracting 
parties,  having  captured  a  merchant  vessel  of  the 
other,  as  being  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  if  there 
be  00  public  vessel  of  the  nation  to  which  the  said 
captured  vessel  belongs,  cruising  upon  the  same 
sutioD,  to  the  commander  of  whom  the  said  cap- 
tured ressel  may  be  delivered  over  as  stipulated  in 
the  preceding  article,  shall  carry  or  send  the  said 
eaptured  vessel  to  some  convenient  port  of  her 
owa  country,  there  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  com- 
petent tribunal  for  trial  and  adjudication.  And 
the  said  captured  vessel  shall  there  be  libelled,  in 
the  Dame  and  behalf  of  the  captors ;  and  in  case 
of  the  condemnation  of  the  said  vessel,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  thereof  and  of  her  cargo,  if  also 
eoodemned,  shall  be  paid  to  the  commander  of 
the  said  capturing  vessel,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
eaptors;  to  be  distributed  according  to  the  estab- 
lished rules  of  the  service  of  the  nation  to  which 
roch  capturing  vessel  shall  belong,  for  the  distri- 
batioD  of  prize  money. 

Abticlb  8.  The  captain  or  commander  and 
crew  of  the  said  vessel,  so  captured  and  sent  in  for 
trial  and  adjudication,  shall  be  proceeded  against 
toQformably  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  whereinto 
they  shall  be  so  brought  upon  the  charge  of  piracy, 
bf  being  engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade;  and 
the  captain,  or  commander,  the  boarding  officer. 
tad  other  persons  belonging  to  the  capturing  vessel 
shall  be  competent  witnesses  to  the  facts  relating 
to  the  said  charge  and  to  the  capture  of  the  said 
Ressel,  to  which  they  shall  be  personally  knowing. 
But  cTcry  such  witness,  upon  the  criminal  trial 
lor  piracy,  shall  be  liable  to  be  challenged  by  the 
P^soQ  accused,  and  set  aside  as  incompetent^  un- 
^  be  shall  release  and  renounce  all  his  indi- 
Yidoal  claim  to  any  oart  of  the  prize  money,  upon 
the  condemnation  ot  the  vessel  and  cargo. 

Articlb  9.  It  is  agreed  between  the  high  con- 
tncting  parties  that  the  right  of  visitinjg,  captur- 
t&gianddeliverinff  over  for  trial  the  vessebengaged 
ID  the  African  slave  trade,  and  assumins  their 
'^^tive  flags,  is  mutually  conceded  to  the  offi- 
^i  of  their  respective  navies,  on  the  considera- 
tioii  that  they  have,  by  their  respective  laws, 
Kclared  their  citizens  and  subjects,  actively  par- 
ticipating in  the  said  traffic,  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  piracy. 

That  no  part  of  this  Convention  shall  be  so 
coiistrued  as  to  authorize  the  detention,  search,  or 
^ititation,  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  either  nation, 
by  the  public  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  other, 
ticept  vessels  engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade, 
^  for  any  other  purpose  whatever  than  that  of 


seizing  and  delivering  up  the  persons  and  vessels 
concerned  in  that  traffic,  for  trial  and  adjudica- 
tion, by  the  tribunals  and  laws  of  their  own 
country. 

Article  10.  It  is  further  agreed  that  this  right 
of  visiting,  detaining,  and  delivering,  over  for 
trial,  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  shall  be 
exercised  only  by  the  commissioned  officers  of  the 
navy  of  the  parties,  respectively,  furnished  with 
instructions  from  their  respective  Governments, 
for  the  execution  of  their  respective  laws  for  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  That  the  board- 
ing officer,  and  the  captain,  or  commander,  of  the 
vessel  exercising  these  rignts,  or  either  of  them, 
shall  be  personally  responsible  in  damages  and 
costs  to  the  master  and  owners  of  every  merchant 
vessel  so  by  them  delivered  over,  detained,  or  vis- 
ited, for  every  vexatious  or  abusive  exercise  of  the 
right.  In  the  case  of  every  vessel  delivered  over, 
as  herein  stipulated,  for  trial,  the  tribunal  shall  be 
competent  to  receive  the  complaint  of  the  master, 
owner,  or  owners,  or  of  any  person  on  board  of 
such  captured  vessel,  or  interested  in  the  property 
of  her  cargo  at  the  time  of  her  detention,  and  on 
suitable  proof  of  such  vexatious  or  abusive  deten- 
tion or  visitation,  to  award  reasonable  damages 
and  costs  to  the  sufferers,  to  be  paid  by  the  said 
commanding  or  boarding  officer,  or  either  of  themy 
so  charged  with  vexatious  or  abusive  detention, 
or  visit.  And  the  high  contracting  parties  agree 
that  their  respective  Governments  shall,  in  every 
such  case,  cause  payment  to  be  made  oi  all  such 
damages  and  costs  so  awarded^  to  the  persons  so 
entitled  to  receive  them,  within  twelve  months 
from  the  date  of  such  award.  And  if  any  case  of 
such  vexatious  or  abusive  detention,  or  visit,  should 
occur,  in  which  the  vessel  detained  or  visited  shall 
not  be  delivered  over  for  trial  and  adjudication^  as 
herein  provided,  the  commander  and  boardmg 
officer  by  whom  such  vexatious  and  abusive  de- 
tention or  visit  shall  have  been  made,  shall,  also, 
be  responsible  in  costs  and  damages  to  the  sufferers, 
upon  complaint  before  the  competent  Admiralty 
Court  of  the  country  of  the  said  commander  and 
boarding  officer.  And  the  respective  Govern- 
ments shall,  in  like  manner,  cause  payment  to  be 
made  of  any  damages  and  costs  awarded  by  said 
court,  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the 
award. 

Article  11.  A  copy  of  this  Convention,  and 
of  the  laws  of  the  two  countries  actually  in  force, 
for  the  prohibition  and  suppression  of  the  African 
slave  trade,  shall  be  furnished  to  every  commander 
of  the  public  vessels,  instructed  to  carry  into  effect 
such  prohibition.  And  in  case  any  such  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  Great  Britain,  shall  deviate  in  any  respect 
from  the  dispositions  of  this  treaty,  and  from  the 
instructions  of  his  Government  conformable  to  it, 
the  Government  which  shall  conceive  itself  to  be 
wronged  by  such  conduct  shall  be  entitled  to  de- 
mand reparation ;  and  in  such  case  the  Gk)vern- 
ment  of  the  nation^  to  the  service  of  which  he 
may  belong,  binds  itself  to  cause  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  subject  of  the  complaint,  and  to 
inflict  upon  him,  if  he  be  found  to  have  deserved 
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it,  a  punishment  proportioned  to  the  transgression 
which  may  have  oeen  committed. 

Article  12.  The  present  Treaty,  consisting 
of articles,  shall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifica- 
tions exchanged  within  one  year  from  this  date, 
or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  respective  Plenipoten- 
tiaries have  signed  the  same,  and  thereunto  affiled 
their  seals. 

Done  at ,  the day  of ,  in  the  year 

of  our  Lord' . 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Middkt(m.-^No.  17. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  My  28, 1823. 

Sir  :  At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  almost  unanimously,  requesting 
"  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  enter  upon, 
and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such  negotia- 
tions with  the  several  maritime  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope and  America,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  for 
the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade, 
and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy,  under  the 
law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  the  civilized 
world." 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  instructions  for 
carrying  it  into  effect  have  been  given  to  the  Min- 
isters of  the  United  States  destined  to  the  Repub- 
lics of  Colombia  and  Buenos  Ayres,  and  to  the 
Minister  who  has  recently  departed  for  Spain. 
But,  as  a  negotiation  for  co-opera  lion  to  effect  the 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade,  had  al- 
readjr  been  commenced  with  Great  Britain,  a  spe- 
cial instruction  upon  the  subject  was  forwaraed 
to  Mr.  Rush,  together  with  a  full  power,  and  a 
draught  of  a  convention,  to  be  proposed,  in  sub- 
stance, to  that  Government,  and  which  he  has 
been  authorized  to  conclude. 

A  copy  of  that  instruction  and  draught  are 
herewith  enclosed ;  the  general  terms  of  which 
you  will  communicate,  at  such  lime,  and  in  such 
manner,  to  the  Imperial  Russian  Government,  as 
you  shall  think  proper. 

You  will,  also,  communicate  to  them  the  pur- 
phort  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives above  cited,  and  copies  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  prohibiting  the  slave  trade.  You 
will  particularly  invite  tneir  attention  to  the  two 
sections  of  the  act  of  the  15th  May,  1820,  by 
which  this  offence,  when  committed  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  is  subjected  to  the  penalties  of 
piracy. 

The  proposal  that  this  principle  should  be  re- 
cognised by  the  general  consent  of  civilized  na- 
tions, recommended  by  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  appears  to  be  substantially  the 
same  with  that  made  by  Great  Britain,  at  the 
Congress  of  Verona.  It  was  not  acceded  to  by 
any  one  of  the  other  Powers  there  assembled,  and 
the  conferences  on  this  subject  terminated  there 
by  a  mere  renewal  of  the  joint  declaration  against 
the  traffic,  of  the  Congress  at  Vienna.  So  long 
as  the  trade  shall  not  be  recognised  as  piracy  by 


the  law  of  nations,  we  cannot,  accordinf  to  oor 
Constitution,  subject  our  citizens  to  trial  tor  beiog 
engaged  in  it,  by  any  tribunal  other  than  those  <2 
the  United  States. 

The  admission  of  the  crime  as  piracy,  by  tbe 
law  of  nations,  would  seem  necessarily  to  siibjeei 
the  perpetrators  of  it  to  copters,  by  the  anii«i  force 
of  every  nation.  And  this  might  eDdanger  tbe 
lawful  commerce  of  the  maritime  nations,  by  sob- 
jecting  them  to  the  abuses  of  vezatioos  searcbe, 
without  some  special  provision  to  guard  against 
them. 

This  is  the  object  of  the  stipulatioss  proposed 
in  the  draught  herewith  transmitted;  r«qmria$ 
that  all  vessels  of  one  nation,  which  may  be  cap- 
tured as  slave  traders  by  the  cruisers  of  aootbe;. 
should  be  delivered  over  for  trial  to  the  triinoaU 
of  their  own  country. 

You  will  see  that  Mr.  Rush  is  instructed  a 
correspond  with  you  upon  this  snlgect.  If  tk 
draught  of  the  articles  enclosed  shoald  lead  ts 
the  conclusion  of  a  convention  between  theUs.- 
ted  States  and  Great  Britain,  a  communication^ 
it  to  the  Russian  Government  will  be  nude  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  we  shall  propose  thai  Es 
Imperial  Majesty's  accession  to  it,  if  agreeable  :>> 
him,  shall  be  invited. 

In  the  mean  time,  you  will  informally  fogge: 
to  his  Ministry,  that  it  will  be  the  desire  of  t:e 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  proceed  la 
this  matter,  in  perfect  good  understanding  aai 
harmony  with  tnem ;  and  you  will  farther  la'.- 
mate  that,  as  this  has  now  become  a  general  con- 
cern of  the  whole  civilized  world,  and  as  Greai 
Britain  is  negotiating,  jointly  and  sevnaU^i  vith 
each  and  every  of  her  allies  in  Europe,  ai»rs 
and  again  with  them  altogether,  while  she  isalsd 
separately  treating  with  us,  we  wish  it  to  be  co&- 
sidered  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  oo  t^ 
sides,  that  communications  should  be  made  to  i^ 
of  all  the  jointly  concerted  measures,  while  thef 
are  mere  proposals ;  and  not  that  the  knowledfe 
of  them  should  be  withheld  from  us,  until  iher 
are  matured  into  positive  treaties. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  yours,  &c 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

Henry  Middlbton, 

Envoy,  ^c,  at  St.  Fetenkwrg. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr,  Everett — ^No.  10. 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  Aug.  8, 152X 

Sir:  At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Cc^* 
gress,  a  resolution  was  adopted,  almost  uoaEi- 
mously,  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  ''T^ 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requestd^^ 
enter  upon,  and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  i^^ 
such  negotiations  with  the  several  maritime  Po^ 
of  £urope  and  America  as  he  may  deem  ezpedi^^^ 
for  the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  sli^^ 
trade,  and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  ^J.' 
under  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  of  ^^^ 
civilized  world." 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  instructiotts  ^^ 
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carrWog  it  into  effect  have  been  given  to  the  I  the  denuaciation  of  the  Africaa  slave  trade  as 
Ministers  of  the  United   States,  destined  to  the   piracy,  by  the  law  of  nations. 

I  aiQ)  with  great  respect,  sir,  yours,  &c. 


Republics  of  Colombia  and  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
to  ihe  several  Ministers  of  the  United  States  in 
Europe. 

As  a  negotiation  for  co-operation  to  effect  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade  had  already  been 
cofflmeaced  with  Great  Britain,  a  special  instruc- 
tion upon  the  subject  has  been  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Rush,  together  with  a  full  power,  and  a  draught  of 
acoaveocion  to  be  proposed  in  substance  to  the 
British  Government,  and  which  he  is  authorized 
to  coDcIude. 

A  necessary  preliminary  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  proposed  convention,  should  it  meet  the  assent 
of  the  British  Governmeot,  will  be  the  enactment 
of  a  statute  declaring  the  crime  of  African  slave 
trading  piracy  bv  the  British  law.  In  that  event, 
it  is  proposed,  by  proper  co-operation,  that  the 
iflflaence  of  the  two  Powers  should  be  exerted  to 
obtain  the  consent  of  other  nations  to  the  general 
outlawry  of  this  traffic  as  piracy.  In  the  mean 
time,  to  ^ive  at  once  effect  to  the  concert  of  both 
nations,  it  is  profiosed  that  the  armed  vessels  of 
both,  duly  authorized  and  instructed,  shall  have 
power  to  capture  the  slave-trading  vessels  which 
may  assume  the  flag  of  either,  and,  if  not  of  their 
own  nation,  to  deliver  over  the  captured  slave 
trader  to  the  officers  or  tribunals  of  his  own  coun- 
try for  trial  and  adjudication. 

This  principle  is  essential,  as  connected  with 
that  of  constituting  the  traffic  piracy  by  the  law 
of  nations.  So  long  as  the  offence  was  consid- 
ered as  of  inferior  magnitude,  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  forbade  the  submission  of  it, 
when  charged  upon  their  citizens,  to  any  foreign 
tribunal ;  and  when  the  crime  and  the  punishment 
are  aggravated  to  involve  the  life  of  the  accused, 
it  affords  but  a  more  imperative  inducement  for 
securing  to  him  the  benent  of  a  trial  by  his  coun- 
trymen and  his  peers. 

it  appears  that  at  the  conference  of  Verona  the 
proposition  was  made  bv  the  British  Government 
that  the  slave  trade  snould  be  recognised  and 
proclaimed  as  piracy  by  the  law  of  nations.  We 
have  therefore  reason  to  hope  that  the  proposal 
now  made  to  them,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  will  be  favorably  considered  by  them.  In 
that  case,  further  communications  on  the  subject 
with  other  Governments  will  ensue. 

In  the  mean  time,  to  fulfil  the  intentions  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  relation  to  the  Neth- 
erlands, you  will  communicate  to  their  Govern- 
ment a  copy  of  the  resolution,  together  with  cop- 
ies of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  prohibiting  the 
slave  trade,  with  particular  notice  of  the  two  sec- 
tions of  the  act  of  the  15th  of  May,  1820,  by  which 
the  crime  of  being  concerned  in  the  African  slave 
trade,  when  committed  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  is  declared  to  be  and  is  made  punishable 
as  for  piracy.  And  you  will  announce  the  readi- 
ness ot  the  American  Government,  should  it  suit 
the  views  of  His  Majesty,  the  King  of  the  Neth- 
erlands, to  enter  upon  a  negotiation,  for  the  pur- 
nose  of  carryiiiff  into  effect  the  object  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives— namely, 


JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS. 

Alexander  H.  Everett,  Esq., 

Chargd  cP  Affaires  U.S.  to  the  Netherlands, 


Extracts  of  a  letter  {No,  &)  from  Mr,  Adams  to  Gen- 
eral Dearborn^  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at  Litbon^ 
dated 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Aug,  14, 1823. 

"  At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a 
resolution  was  adopted,  almost  unanimously,  by 
the  House  of  RepresenUtives,  *■  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  enter  upon, 
and  to  prosecute,  from  time  to  time,  such  negoti- 
ations with  the  several  maritime  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope and  America  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  for 
the  effectual  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade, 
and  its  ultimate  denunciation  as  piracy^  under 
the  law  of  nations,  by  the  consent  ot  the  civilized 
world.' 

"  A  negotiation  for  concerting  measures  of  co- 
operation to  effect  the  suppression  of  the  Africaa 
slave  trade  had  already,  tor  several  years,  been 
pending  with  Great  Britain,  for  which  reason  a 
special  instruction  has  been  transmitted  to  Mr. 
Rush,  together  with  a  full  power,  and  a  draught  of 
a  convention  to  be  proposed,  in  substance,  to  the 
British  Government,  and  which  he  is  authorized 
to  conclude. 

^<  Should  this  proposal  meet  the  assent  of  the 
British  Government,  a  necessary  preliminary  to 
the  conclusion  of  the  convention  will  be  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act  of  Parliament,  declaring  the  crime 
of  African  slave  trading,  when  committed  by 
British  subjects,  piracy.    An  act  of  Congress  to 
that  effect,  as  relates  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  has  been  in  force,  as  you  are  aware,  these 
three  years.    When  the  crime  shall  have  been 
constituted  piracy  by  the  statute  law  of  both 
countries,  each  with  reference  to  its  own  citizens 
or  subjects,  the  principle  offered  by  the  projected 
convention  is,  that  the  armed  vessels  of  each, 
specially  empowered  and  instructed  to  that  end, 
shall  be  authorized  to  capture  slave-tradinff  ves- 
sels assuming  the  flag  of  the  other,  and  to  deliver 
over  the  captured  vessels  to  the  public  cruisers^  or 
to  the  tribunals  of  their  own  country,  for  trial. 
This  plan  is  offered  as  a  substitute  for  that  which 
was  offered  to  us  by  Great  Britain,  which  was 
predicated  on  the  treaties  already  concluded  be- 
tween that  Power  and  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the 
Netherlands.    The  leading  principle  of  those  trea- 
ties was  the  mutual  concession  of  the  right  of 
maritime  search,  in  time  of  peace,  to  the  armed 
vessels  of  both,  cruising  for  slave  traders,  and  a 
mixed  court  of  commissioners  and  arbitrators, 
sitting  in  colonial  possessions  of  the  parties,  for 
the  trial  of  the  delinquents.    To  this  system  the 
United  States  have  steadily  declined  to  accede, 
for  two  reasons :  One,  because  they  had  an  invin- 
cible repugnance  to  subject  their  merchant  vessels 
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to  ihe  maritime  search  of  foreign  oflScers,  in  time 
df  peace :  and  the  other,  because  they  couid  not 
subject  their  citizens  to  the  jurisdiction  of  for- 
eign tribunals,  upon  trials  for  offences  against 
their  laws. 

"At  the  conferences  of  Verona,  the  British 
Grovernment  appears  to  have  proposed,  that  the 
African  slave  trade  should  be  declared  piracy  by 
the  law  of  nations.  This  is  the  same  proposition 
recommended  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States.  The  ulti- 
mate object  of  the  United  States  and  of  Great 
Britain,  therefore,  is  the  same. 

"  The  negotiations  suggested  by  the  resolution 
of  the  House,  must  depend,  materially,  for  their 
character  and  progress,  with  reference  to  other 
Powers,  upon  the  event  of  that  which  is  thus  pend- 
ing with  Great  Britain.  The  instructions  to  the 
Ministers  of  the  United  States  in  other  countries 
have,  therefore,  been  only  of  a  general  character. 

"  Portugal  is  the  only  maritime  Power  of  Europe 
which  has  not  yet  declared  the  African  slave  trade, 
without  exception,  unlawful.  Her  own  internal 
situation  has,  perhaps,  recently  tended  to  dimin- 
ish the  influence  of  those  interests,  which  have 
heretofore  prevailed  to  delay  and  postpone  her 
acquiescence  in  the  principle  of  total  proscription 
upon  that  trade.  It  is  hoped  that  she  will  not 
much  longer  resist  the  predominating  spirit  of  the 
age,  calling  so  loudly  upon  the  rulers  oi  mankind 
effectually  to  put  down  the  crying  sin  of  that 
abominable  traffic. 

"  In  communicating  to  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment copies  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
prohibiting  the  slave  trade,  you  will  state^  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  be 
ready  to  enter,  at  any  time,  when  it  may  suit  the 
views  of  that  of  Portugal,  upon  the  negotiation 
contemplated  by  the  resolution." 


Mr,  Rush  to  Mr.  AcUms,  ffiving  him  ihe  substance  of 
a  Cfmversation  with  Mr,  Canning, 

[extracts.] 

LoNooN,  October  9,  1823. 

"  This  latter  subject,  (the  slave  trade,)  he  said, 
it  was  bis  wish  to  take  in  hand  with  me  himself, 
and  thus  keep  it  detached  from  the  general  nego- 
tiations." 

"  Whilst  we  were  speaking  of  the  mode  of  tak- 
ing up  the  question  of  the  slave  trade,  I  did  not 
scruple  to  intimate,  even  at  this  early  stage,  that, 
unless  this  Government  was  prepared  to  sav,  that 
it  would  cause  a  statute  to  be  passed,  declaring 
the  trade  by  its  own  subjects  to  be  piracy,  and  ren- 
dering it  punishable  as  such,  in  manner  as  had 
been  done  by  the  United  States,  that  I  was  not 
authorized  to  make  any  proposals  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  that  this,  in  fact,  was  the  only  basis  upon 
which  it  fell  within  the  intentions  of  my  Govern- 
ment to  attempt  any  arrangement  of  the  subject 
whatever.  I  was  happy  to  hear  Mr.  Canning 
say,  in  reply,  that  he  diet  not,  speaking  from  his 
first  impressions,  see  any  insurmountable  obsta- 


cle, upon  this  score,  to  our  proceeding  with  the 
subject." 

Extract  from  No,  II  of  Mr,  Sheldon,  ChatgiS Af- 
faires of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  to  the  S^dan 
of  State, 

Paris,  October  16, 1S23, 

"  In  the  same  conference,  I  also  informed  Mr. 
Chateaubriand  of  the  resolution  of  the  Hou%of 
Representatives  respecting  the  slave  trade,  whicH 
made  the  subject  of  your  despatch,  No.  2,  of  ibe 
14th  of  August.  He  repeated,  in  substance,  wbt 
he  had  before  stated  to  Mr.  Grallatin,  in  coaTem- 
tion,  viz :  that  the  French  Goyernmeat  were  sib- 
cerely  desirous  of  putting  an  end  to  that  tndt 
and  were  taking  all  the  measures  in  their  pove: 
to  effect  it,  by  pursuing  offenders,  and  execuiis^ 
rigidly  the  laws  now  in  existence ;  but  that  i^ 
public  opinion,  generally,  in  France^  and  more  es- 
pecially in  the  Chambers,  was  agamst  it,owiD|, 
not  only  to  the  prevalence  of  the  colonial  intere^ 
in  the  question,  but,  particolarlv,  to  the  circuo- 
stances  under  which  their  stipulations  with  Esg- 
land  upon  this  subject  had  been  made;  soteiuicf 
were  they  upon  this  point,  that  the  proposiiioa  o; 
adding  new  rigors  to  their  laws,  would  be  MX^y 
as  a  new  concession  to  that  Power,  and,  iostoi 
of  being  adopted  in  the  Chambers,  would  be  mcff 
likely  to  provoke  an  attempt  to  repeal  the  fffohit- 
itory  measures  already  established,  in  order  to  M 
themselves,  in  that  way,  of  one  of  tbe  c\aj^ 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  foreign  occupati&o: 
that  time  was  necessary  to  wear  away  these  im- 
pressions; and,  until  that  should  have  arrired.  dc 
Minister  in  France  could  be  strong  enough,  opoa 
this  point,  to  do  more  than  to  watch  over  tbe  ex^ 
cution  of  the  laws  already  in  force,  which  ih^ 
were  now  disposed  to  do,  fully  and  faiihfolif' 
and  which,  if  not  entirely  efficient,  at  least  nude 
the  prosecution  of  the  trade,  under  the  Freoch 
flae,  hazardous  and  difficult. 

At  present,  therefore,  it  is  not  probable  that 
France  will  consent  to  the  proposal  of  the  Pres^ 
dent,  to  enter  upon  the  negotiations  contempiated 
by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Reptreseotatires 
I  have,  however,  made  the  proposal,  in  obedteB(^ 
to  your  directions ;  and  have  the  honor  to  eDciosei 
copy  of  the  letter  to  Viscount  de  Chateaubriaad. 
in  which  I  have  communicated  to  him  that  reso- 
lution." 


Extracts  from  No,  14  of  Mr,  Sheldon,  Chargi  ^J;- 
f aires,  to  the  Secretary  of  StaU,  dated 

Paris,  Nowmber  5, 1^3. 

"  I  have  received  answers  from  Viscount  M 
Chateaubriand,  on  the  subject  of  the  new  asc 
more  effective  measures  proposed  against  the  sJarc 
trade." 

"  On  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade,  the  aosw«r 
manifests  a  disposition  to  adopt  such  new  pro"* 
sions  as  may  be  found  necessary,  for  its  more  effec- 
tual suppression ;  and  this  disposition  ^^J^' 
ists ;  but,  after  what  Mr.  de  Chateaubriand  had 
stated  in  conversation,  and  which  I  have  alreadr 
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commimicated,  these  new  and  more  rigorous  le- 
gisiatire  provisions  can  only  be  introduced  ffradu- 
alif,  and  some  time  will  be  required  for  enecting 
tliat  purpose." 


Mr,  Sheldon  to  the  Viseouni  de  Chateavbriand, 

Paris,  October  15, 1823. 

Sir  :  The  Minister  of  the  United  States  to  this 
Court  had,  some  time  before  he  left  Paris,  trans- 
mitted to  your  Excellency  copies  of  the  laws  suc- 
cessively adopted  by  the  United  States  for  the 
^oppression  oi  the  slave  trade.  This  communica- 
tion was  intended  for  the  special  purpose  of  mak- 
ing the  French  Government  acquainted  with  the 
&ct,  that,  so  far  as  the  United  States  were  con- 
cerned, their  legislation  upon  this  subject  had  been 
ineffectual;  that  their  laws  had  been  violated, 
and  the  trade  had  continued,  until  they  had  de- 
Donnced  against  it  the  highest  punishment  that  a 
baman  tribunal  can  inflict.  Since  it  has  been 
declared  to  be  piracy,  and  punishable  with  death. 
the  American  flag  has  no  longer  been  soiled 
wiihit. 

At  the  last  session  of  Concress,  that  bod)^,  de- 
siroos  that  the  co-operation  of  the  other  maritime 
Powers  might  be  ootained  in  measures  which  we 
M  foand  to  be  so  effectual,  formally  requested 
the  President  to  enter  upon,  and  prosecute,  nego- 
tiations with  those  Powers,  to  that  end.  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
adopted,  with  great  unanimity,  by  the  House  of 
Represeouitives,  upon  that  subject ;  and  I  am  di- 
rected to  declare,  that  the  President  is  ready  to 
enter  upon  the  negotiation  contemplated  by  it 
with  France,  whenever  it  may  be  agreeable  to 
her.  Instructions  to  the  same  effect  have  been 
given  to  all  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  ac- 
credited to  foreign  Powers,  and  the  favorable  re- 
solts  which  are  noped  from  them  will  be  made 
known,  at  the  earliest  opportunities,  to  the  French 
Government.  It  may  be  expected  that  a  co-ope- 
ration in  measures  equally  effectual  with  those 
heretofore  brought  forward  for  the  suppression  of 
this  trade,  and  not  open  to  similar  objections,  will 
be  generally  and  readily  afforded. 

I  heg  to  offer  to  yoiir  Excellency  the  renewed 
assurances,  &c. 

D.  SHELDON. 


[translation.] 
VieeowU  de  Chateatdniand  to  Mr.  Shddon. 

Paris,  October  29, 1823. 

Sir  :  You  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  me,  on 
the  15th  of  this  month,  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  had  only  attained  the  effectual 
oppression  of  the  sla^e  trade  by  making  it  piracy, 
ind  by  rendering  those  guilty  of  it  liable  to  the 
^me  punishment  You  have,  at  the  same  time, 
oformed  me,  that  that  Government  was  disposed 
0  co-operate  with  the  other  Powers,  by  negotia- 
ionsj  to  attain,  by  the  same  means,  the  complete 
tQd  general  abolition  of  this  traffic. 

The  communication  which  you   did   me  the 
lonor  to  address  to  me,  cannot  but  deserve  great 


consideration.  I  have  requested  the  Keeper  of 
the  Seals  to  review,  with  great  care,  the  laws 
and  ordinances  which  have  Men  made  in  France 
for  obtaining  the  abolition  of  the  trade ;  to  cer- 
tify, after  this  examination,  in  what  points  they 
may  be  insufficient,  and  to  propose,  for  complet- 
ing them,  in  case  of  need,  all  the  new  dispositions 
which  might  accord  with  the  independence  and 
rights  of  the  flag,  and  which  might  appear  most 
proper  to  assure,  in  France,  in  an  efficacious  man- 
ner, the  absolute  cessation  of  a  traffic  so  contrary 
to  the  rights  of  humanity. 
Accept,  sir,  the  assurances,  dbc. 

CHATEAUBRIAND. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Everett^  Chargi  d^Af- 
favres,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

"  Brussels,  November  20,  1823. 

**  I  have  received  from  the  Baron  de  Nagell  a 
preliminary  answer  to  my  note  of  the  7th,  upon 
the  slave  trade,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  en- 
close a  copy." 


[translation.] 
Mr.  Everett  to  Baron  de  Novell. 

Brussels,  November  7, 1823. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  subjoin,  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, by  order  of  my  Government,  a  printed 
copy  ot  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  for- 
bid their  citizens  to  pursue  the  slave  trade ;  also, 
a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, of  the  8tti  of  February,  1823,  by  which 
the  President  is  requested  to  concert,  with  the 
maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  and  of  America,  the 
measures  which  may  be  most  proper  to  effect  the 
abolition  of  that  trade,  and  to  make  it,  by  the  uni- 
versal consent  of  the  civilized  world,  equivalent 
to  the  crime  of  piracy. 

Your  Excellency  will  remark,  that  it  is  already 
viewed  in  this  light  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  The  act  of  loth  March,  1820,  declares, 
(section  4  and  5,}  that  the  persons  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Republic,  who  shall  be  engaged 
in  the  slave  trade,  either  by  seizing  these  unfortu- 
nates, by  force  or  fraud,  and  carrying  them  on 
boara  their  vessels,  or  by  keeping  them  there,  and 
making  them  an  object  of  traffic,  shall  be  deemed 
pirates,  and  punished  with  death. 

In  fact,  this  pretended  commerce  bears  all  the 
characteristics  of  piracy :  that  is,  of  felony  com- 
mitted on  the  sea.  And,  as  it  has  been  denounced 
as  a  crime  by  the  greater  part  of  civilized  nations, 
it  ought  to  fall  into  the  particular  class  of  crimes 
to  which  it  naturally  belongs,  and  undergo  the 
penalties  which  the  usage  and  the  law  of  nations 
impose  upon  them.  An  unanimous  declaration 
of  the  Christian  Powers,  to  this  effect,  would  in- 
evitably produce  the  entire  cessation  of  the  trade. 
The  public  ships  of  each  Power  would  then  be 
authorized,  by  the  law  of  nations,  to  cruise  a^^ainst 
the  persons  who  might  be  engaged  in  it,  without 
regard  to  the  color  of  the  flag  with  which  they 
might  pretend  to  be  sheltered.  Whilst,  if  the 
trade  is  only  regarded,  in  each  country,  as  an 
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offence  agaiast  the  manicipal  laws,  it  would  be 
lawful  for  any  one  nation  alone,  by  permitting  it, 
to  afford  an  asylum  under  its  flag  to  the  pirates  of 
all  the  others. 

The  known  character  of  the  King,  and  the  zeal 
which  His  Majesty  has  already  displayed  in  his 
efforts  to  bring  about  the  abolition  of  this  infa- 
mous commerce,  furnishes  a  presumption  to  the 
Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  that  that  of  the 
Low  Countries  will  yoluntarily  co-operate  with  it 
to  that  effect.  In  communicating  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  subjoined  papers,  and  in  praying  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  them  before  the  King, 
I  am  charged  to  announce  to  him  the  desire  oi 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  obtain  the 
co-operation  of  His  Majesty  in  this  work  of  jus- 
tice, and  to  establish  a  concert  between  the  two 
Powers,  in  the  measures  which  they  may  pursue, 
in  common,  to  render  the  slare  trade  equivalent 
to  the  crime  of  piracy,  by  the  universal  consent  of 
the  Christian  world. 

I  eaeerly  embrace  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your 
Bzcellency  the  homage  of  my  most  distinguished 
consideration. 

A.  H.  EVERETT. 


[translation.] 
Baron  dt  Nagdl  to  Mr,  Everett, 

Bbussels,  2Vov.  13, 1823. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  note  of  the  7th  of  this  month,  con- 
taining some  propositions  in  regard  to  the  slave 
trade,  and  to  inform  ^rou  that,  without  delay,  I 
laid  this  paper,  and  its  enclosures,  before  the 
King. 

I  shall  hasten  to  impart  to  you  the  determina- 
tion of  His  Majesty,  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  been 
informed  of  it ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  I  seize  this 
opportunity  to  Tenew  the  assurance  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration. 

A.  W.  C.  DE  NAGELL. 


INTERCOURSE  WITH  PORTUGAL. 

[Gommunicated  to  the  Senate,  May  10,  18S4.] 
7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

1  communicate  herewith,  to  the  Senate,  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  documents 
relating  to  the  present  state  of  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  Portu- 
gal, requested  by  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  13th  ultimo. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  May  7,  1824. 


Minister  of  the  United  States,  at  the  Coon  of 
Lisbon  with  the  Govenunent  of  Portugal,  as  hss 
reference  to  the  commercial  relations  between  tbe 
two  countries,  together  with  such  other  iaformi- 
tion,  connected  therewith,  as  might  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Government;  and  which,  in  his  opiD- 
ion,  might,  without  injury  to  the  puUic  interests, 
be  made  known,  has  the  honor  of  submiiuog  tc 
the  President  the  papers  required  by  the  aid 
resolution. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Department  op  State, 

Washingion,  May  6,  1824. 

•The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  or  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
of  the  13th  of  April  last,  requesting  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  cause  to  be  communicated  to  the 
Senate,  so  much  of  the  correspondence  of  the 
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Mr.  Adams  to  General  Dearborn. 

GeoenI  H.  DxAftBOBzr,  appointed  Enyoy  Eztraordi- 
narj  tnd  Miniiter  PieaipoteDttary  to  the  Court  of 
PortagaJ,  at  Liabon. 

Department  op  State, 

Washinffton,  June  25,  1822. 

Sir:  The  politicaj  and  commercial  relations 
between  the  United  States  and  Portugal,  have 
always  been  of  an  interesting  character.  By  the 
rerolutjon  in  the  Government  of  that  country,  re- 
eenily  consummated^  and  by  the  return  of  the 
King,  and  part  of  his  Court  and  family,  to  Eu- 
rope, they  have  been,  and  may  be  further  affected 
m  a  manner  to  require  the  agency  of  a  person,  not 
only  generally  conversant  with  the  intercourse 
which  has  heretofore  subsisted  between  the  two 
countries,  but  by  long  experience  in  the  public  af- 
fairs of  this  Union,  and  a  familiar  acquaintance 
with  its  interests,  qualified  to  represent  them  at  a 
time,  and  under  circumstances  in  many  respects 
criiical.  Fully  acquainted  with  your  long  and 
faithful  services  to  this  Union  in  some  of  its 
highest  trusts,  the  President  has  been  induced,  by 
these  considerations,  to  invite  your  co-operation 
again  in  the  public  service,  and  has  learnt,  with 
great  satisfaction,  your  acceptance  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  Portugal. 

Independently  of  the  changes  in  the  diplomatic 
relations  of  the  two  countries,  which  have  resulted 
from  the  remoral  of  the  King  from  Rio  de  Janeiro 
10  Lisbon,  other  accidental  circumstances  have 
concurred  to  cause  some  irr^ularity  and  disorder 
iQ  them.  In  the  Spring  of  the  year  1819,  Mr. 
John  Graham  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  to  the  Court  of  Bra- 
zil, to  succeed  Mr.  Thomas  Sumpter,  junior,  who 
had  resided  there  in  that  capacity  almost  from  the 
time  of  the  transfer  of  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment thither.  Mr.  Graham,  within  little  more 
than  a  year  from  the  time  of  his  departure  on  that 
mission  from  the  United  States,  was  compelled 
to  return  home,  and  barely  lived  to  reach  this 
country. 

About  the  same  time,  the  Chevalier  Correa  de 
Serra,  who  had  for  several  years  resided  as  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Portugal  in  this  coun- 
try, was  recalled,  and  left  the  United  States.  A 
roolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in 
March,  1821,  recommended  to  the  President  the 
jppomtmcnt  of  a  Minister  to  the  Court  of  Brazil, 
hat  the  return  of  the  King  of  Portugal  to  Europe 
very  shortly  afterwards,  rendered  the  compliance 
With  this  resolution  unavailing. 

The  departure  of  that  Prince  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro  had  been  preceded  by  various  movements 
of  a  revolutionary  character,  as  well  there,  as  in 
fortugai.  He  had,  immediately  before  embark- 
ing, appointed  as  his  Minister  to  the  United 
states,  the  person  who,  since  his  arrival  in  Eu- 
rope, has  acted  as  his  Secretary  of  State  for  For- 
eign Affairs.  And  it  appears  that,  since  the  revo- 
iniion  there,  which  has  invested  the  Cortes  with 
a  principal  portion  of  the  sovereign  authority,  the 
policy  of  maintaining  Ministers  of  the  Plenipo- 


tentiary rank  from  that  country  has  been  sus- 
pended. A  Charge  d' Affaires  has  been  appointed 
to  repair  to  Washington,  but  has  not  yet  arrived. 
In  the  mean  time,  that  office  has  been  discharged 
by  the  Chevalier  Amado  Grehon,  who  had  been 
Secretary  of  Legation  to  Mr.  Correa,  and  recently 
a  Mr.  Dacosta  has  been  here,  and  announced 
himself  as  attached  to  the  Legation,  and  to  exer- 
cise the  powers  of  Consul  General. 

The  usual  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Portugal  has  thus  been  for  the 
last  three  years  in  a  great  measure  suspended: 
Nor  is  it  probable  that  the  mission  of  the  United 
States  now  instituted,  will  be  of  long  duration. 
There  are  objects,  political  and  commercial, 
which  require  its  most  serious  attention,  and 
which  it  is  hoped  may  be  adjusted  satisfactorily 
to  both  countries,  by  vour  intervention. 

After  the  invasion  oy  the  Brazilian  Portuguese 
Government  of  Montevideo,  and  the  eastern  shore 
of  the  river  La  Plata,  a  revolutionary  Govern- 
ment, under  the  name  of  the  Oriental  Republic  of 
La  Plata,  and  subject  to  the  authority  of  a  mili- 
tary chief,  named  Artigas,  for  several  years  main- 
tained a  defensive  war,  at  once  against  them,  and 
against  the  rival  Revolntionarv  Republic,  styled 
the  United  Provinces  of  La  Plata.  The  latter, 
the  seat  of  Government  of  which  was  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  never  came  to  a  state  of  declared  war  with 
Portugal,  but  the  Republic  of  Artigas  did,  and 
that  commander  issued  commissions  for  priva- 
teers and  letters  of  marque,  against  the  Portu- 
guese, under  which,  the  commerce  of  that  nation 
was,  for  three  or  four  years,  much  annoyed.  Of 
the  captures  made  by  these  privateers,  several 
were  brotight  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
and  frequent  complaints  were  received  from  Mr. 
Correa,  that  some  of  the  privateers  were  fitted  ou^ 
within  the  United  States,  and  partly  manned  by 
their  citizens.  To  these  complaints  every^  atten- 
tion, compatible  with  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  with  the  laws  of  nations, 
was  paid  by  this  Government.  The  laws  for 
secunnjf  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of 
neutrality  were  revired  and  enforced.  Decrees  of 
restitution  were  pronounced  by  the  judicial  tribu- 
nals in  all  cases  of  Portuguese  captured  vessels, 
brought  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States:  And  all  the  measures,  within  the  compe- 
tency of  the  Executive,  were  taken  by  that  de- 
partment of  the  Government  for  repressing  the 
fitting  out  of  privateers  from  our  ports,  and  the 
enlisting  of  our  citizens  in  them. 

These  measures,  however,  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  altogether  satisfactory  to  the  Portuguese 
Government,  doubtless,  because  tbey  were  not 
sufficiently  understood  by  them.  Shortly  before 
the  Chevalier  Correa  de  Serra  left  the  United 
States,  he  addressed  to  this  Department  sererai 
notes,  copies  of  which,  as  well  as  of  two  subse- 
quent notes  from  Mr.  Amado,  are  herewith  en- 
closed, containing  lists  of  Portuguese  vessels  cap- 
tured by  privateers,  alleged  to  have  been  fitted  out 
in  the  United  States,  or  partly  officered  and 
manned  by  citizens  of  this  countr^r.  To  these 
lists  were  added  claims  of  indemnity  to  a  large 
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amoant  upon  the  United  States,  for  the  value  of 
these  vessels  and  cargoes;  and  with  them  was 
connected  a  demand  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
commission,  to  be  appointed  by  the  two  Govern- 
ments, to  (determine  and  assess  the  amount  of 
damages  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  for  these 
captures.  As  there  was  no  precedent  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  such  a  commission  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  as  not  a  sinele  case  of  capture 
had  been  alleged,  for  which  the  United  States  were 
justly  reitponsibie,  this  proposal  was,  of  course, 
denied ;  and  nothing  further  was  heard  upon  the 
subject,  until  the  1st  of  April  last,  when  a  note 
was  received  from  the  present  Charg^  d' Affaires 
of  Portugal,  leading  to  a  correspondence,  copies  of 
which  are  now  furnished  you. 

Among  the  first  and  most  important  objects  of 
your  mission,  will  be  the  charge  of  reviewing  the 
whole  course  of  this  correspondence,  from  the 
time  when  the  proposition  for  the  appointment  of 
Commissioners  was  made  by  the  Chevalier  Cor- 
rea  de  Serra.  The  President  wishes  that  this 
service  should  be  performed  in  the  most  concilia- 
tory manner,  and  with  all  possible  regard  to  the 
feelings  of  the  Portuguese  Government. 

It  will,  however,  not  be  necessary  that  you 
should  commence  the  correspondence  with  them. 
The  menace  of  retaliation  by  commercial  regula- 
tions favoring  the  trade  of  other  nations,  it  can 
scarcek  be  supposed  was  intended  to  be  carried 
into  effect ;  for  it  would  not  be  less  impolitic  than 
unjust ;  and  with  the  experience  which  they  have 
of  the  pernicious  consequences  of  granting  favors 
to  one  nation  to  the  detriment  of  others,  it  is  in- 
credible, that,  under  a  Government  in  which  the 
public  interest  is  felt  through  the  medium  of  a 
popular  representation,  resentments,  in  themselves 
so  unfounded,  should  be  indulged,  by  measures  so 
injudicious  and  self-annoying. 

You  will,  nevertheless,  attentively  watch,  and 
forthwith  report,  any  measure  which  may  be 
adopted,  or  even  specifically  contemplated,  of  that 
character;  and  you  will  observe  the  disposition 
and  temper  of  understanding  between  the  Portu- 
guese Government,  as  now  constituted,  and  those 
of  the  other  Powers  of  Europe.  It  is  believed 
that  they  have  no  Ministers  at  present  residing  in 
any  part  of  Europe,  nor  Ministers  from  any  Euro- 
pean Government  residing  with  them,  some  of 
the  Allies  have  not  yet  recognised  their  revolu- 
tionary movement,  and  all  have  manifested,  in 
some  form,  their  dissatisfaction  with  it.  These 
prejudices,  it  is  probable,  will  gradually  subside, 
and  the  usual  intercourse  between  them  and  the 
rest  of  Europe,  will  be  restored.  While  its  inter- 
ruption continues,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  apprehended 
that  they  will  adopt  measures  of  rigor  and  injus- 
tice towards  the  nation  which  is  the  first  to  sym- 
pathize with  them. 

With  regard  to  the  proposal  contained  in  the 
letter  from  Mr.  Amado,  of  the  1st  of  April,  of  a 
treaty  of  commerce,  in  which  special  advantages 
shall  be  granted  to  the  United  States,  even  if  it 
were  offered  by  itself,  and  separately  from  the  in- 
admissible condition  connected  with  it,  we  should 
not  consider  it  as  desirable,  or  compatible  with  the 


true  policy  of  either  nation.  We  have  never 
sought  exclusive  advantages  in  our  treaties  with 
any  foreign  nation.  The  policy  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  contrary,  has  invariably  been  to 
form  its  commercial  institutions  and  engagemenu 
on  the  broadest  and  most  liberal  principles  of  re- 
ciprocity. We  are  neither  solicitous,  nor  unwill- 
ing to  treat  with  Portugal  upon  subjects  of  com- 
merce ;  but  if  we  do  treat  it  must  oe  upon  those 
principles,  and  in  conformity  with  them.  The 
Convention  of  3d  July^  1815,  with  Great  Britain, 
so  far  as  it  goes,  exhibits  the  system  tipon  which 
we  are  desirous  of  settling  our  commercial  a^^ang^ 
ments  with  other  nations,  and  the  only  one  upon 
which  we  should  be  inclined  to  treat  with  Por- 
tugal. 

We  have  seen  in  the  public  journals,  accouots 
purporting  some  dissatisfaction  in  the  Island  of 
Madeira,  at  the  rates  of  duties  levied  in  the  United 
States  upon  its  wines.  They  are,  however,  mod- 
erate when  considered  in  reference  to  the  eompan- 
tive  prices  of  the  article ;  and  still  more  so,  when 
compared  with  the  duties  levied  upon  the  same 
article  in  Great  Britain.  There  is,  indeed,  oo 
other  country,  except  Great  Britain,  which  im- 
ports and  consumes  the  wines  of  Madeira,  in  quia- 
tities  comparable  to  those  taken  by  the  United 
States. 

The  connexion  between  the  kingdom  of  For- 
tiigal  and  that  of  Brazil,  has  already  been  greatif 
anected  by  revolutionary  movements  in  bothcooa- 
tries.  It  can  scarcely  fail,  within  no  distant  pe- 
riod, to  be  more  so.  It  is  not  conceivable  tint 
Brazil  should  ever  a^ain  be  subjected  to  the  colo- 
nial state,  nor  is  it  likely  long  to  submit  to  aaf 
direct  control  from  a  Government  so  distant  from 
it.  Information  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Cortei 
on  this  subject,  especially  so  far  as  they  may  affect 
our  commercial  intercourse  with  Brazil,  will  be 
desirable,  whenever,  and  with  as  much  accoiacf 
as  you  can  obtain  it. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


EffCLOSDREB. 

Mr.  Correa  de  Serra  to  the  8ec*ry  of  State,  June  4, 
Do  do  June  8, 

Do  do  July  16, 

Do  do  Aiif.SS, 

Do  do  Nov.  9, 

Mr.  Amada  to  do  Dec.  4, 

Do  do  Dec.  14, 

Do  do  April  1, 

Do  do  May  S, 

Do  do  May  6, 

BecreUiy  of  Bute  to  Mr.  Correa  de  Serra,  July  20, 
Do  do  Sept.  SO, 

Mr.  Amado  to  the  SacreUry  of  Sute,  April  30, 
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Mr.  Jo9tpk  Correa  de  Serra  to  the  Secretary  of  SUitt^ 

PHILADELPBIA,  Jttne  4, 1820. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Joachim  Barozzo  Pereia,  appointed 
by  my  Sovereign  Consul  General  of  Portugal,  m 
these  United  States,  is  arrived  in  Philadelpbiaj 
and  has  shown  me  his  commission,  accoioptpied 
by  the  official  communication  from  the  Minister 
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of  Foreign  Affairs.  I  hare,  consequently,  the 
honor  of  presenting  him  to  this  Gk)vernment  in 
that  capacity,  and  request  the  exequatur  of  the 
President  to  his  commission.  I  present,  also,  Mr. 
Henry  Hntton,  as  Vice  Consul  of  Portugal,  in 
the  port  of  New  Orleans,  and  all  the  others  of  the 
Uojted  States  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  request 
the  necessary  exequatur. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  profit  of  this  occasion,  to  offer 
my  thanks  to  this  QoTernment  for  the  law  that 
prohibits  the  entrance  of  privateers  in  the  most 
important  ports  of  the  Union,  and  for  the  other 
that  declares  piracy  the  landing  and  committing 
ootrages  ashore  in  foreign  lands.  I  acknowledge 
the  s^atary  influence  of  the  Executive  in  ohtain- 
ing  these  ameliorations.  The  courts  of  justice 
also  seem  to  take  a  more  adequate  view  of  the 
practices  about  which  I  have  been  forced  to  im- 
portunate this  Gtovernment  by  my  reiterated  com- 
plaints. At  least,  henceforward,  those  who  en- 
gage in  such  pursuits  will  have  in  prospect  a  lesser 
chance  of  impunity. 

Undoubtedly,  the  aforesaid  provisions  will  di- 
minish the  evil,  but  something  remains  still  to  be 
done  to  suppress  it  entirelv.  In  the  full  persuasion 
of  the  sincere  wishes  of  this  Government  to  put  a 
final  nop  to  practices  so  contrary  to  the  friendly 
intereoarse  between  our  two  nations,  I  propose  to 
ha?e  the  honor  of  submitting  to  your  considera- 
tion my  views  on  this  subject,  in  the  occasion  of 
personally  paying  my  respects  to  you,  and  taking 
my  leave  previous  to  my  visit  to  tne  Brazil. 

1  beff  the  acceptance  of  the  renewed  assurances 
of  the  high  consideration  and  respect,  with  which 
1  am,  die. 

J.  CORREA  DE  SERRA. 


tfr.  Joseph  Correa  de  Serra  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Pbiladblpbia,  June  8, 1820. 

^Sia:  I  think  it  my  duty  to  re])re8ent  to  this 
jovemment  that  the  Portuguese  ship  Montalagre 
ns  brought  to  Baltimore  twenty-two  months  ago, 
i  prize  to  a  so-called  Artigan  privateer,  and  has 
^n  all  this  time  the  subject  of  litigation  with 
be  Artigan  captors,  American  citizens.  Past 
hings  are  not  intended  to  be  in  any  way  the  ob- 
Kt  of  this  communication,  but  merely  the  pre* 
ention  of  future  evil.  In  the  first  of  tnis  month 
iis  ship  was  sold  by  judicial  authority  in  Balti- 
lore,  under  the  hammer,  to  Captain  Chase,  a  no- 
vious  privateersman,  standing  under  an  indict- 
lent  or  piracy.  It  is  to  be  immediately  fitted  as 
privateer,  (and  a  formidable  one  it  will  prove. 
f  its  size  and  strength,  which  are  those  of  a  good 
igate,)  to  cruise  against  the  Portuguese  India- 
en,  and  the  command  of  it  to  be  given,  as  it  is 
sured,  to  the  notorious  Captain  Taylor. 
I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  Supreme  Ex- 
Qtive  of  this  nation  has  both  the  power  and  the 
ill  of  putting  a  stop  to  this  hostile  armament, 
rticalarly  when,  as  in  this  case,  he  has  timely 
formation,  whicn  will  be  successively  put  under 
I  eyes,  at  every  stage  of  this  inimical  attempt 
the  Portuguese  commerce. 
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I  beg  you  to  accept  the  renewed  assurances  of 
my  high  consideration  and  respect. 

J.  CORREA  DE  SERRA. 


Mr,  Joseph  Correa  de  Serra  to  the  Secretary  of  State* 

WiLitfiNGTON,  July  16,  1820. 

Sir  :  I  am  ordered  by  my  Sovereign  to  lay  be- 
fore this  Government  the  names'  and  value  of 
nineteen  Portuguese  ships,  and  their  cargoes,  taken 
by  private  armed  ships,  ntted  in  the  ports  of  the 
Union  by  citizens  of  these  States.  The  values 
have  been  ascertained  by  the  proper  courts  of  jus- 
tice, and  revised  with  all  care  and  attention  by 
the  Royal  Board  of  Commerce.  In  proportion 
as  the  value  of  the  other  ships  stolen  is  in  the 
same  manner  ascertained,  their  names,  and  the 
amount  of  losses,  will  be  laid  before  this  Govern- 
ment. 

His  Majesty,  consistently  with  his  friendly  and 
equitable  sentiments  towards  the  United  States, 
wishes  that  this  afiair  be  treated  with  all  that 
candor  and  conciliating  dignified  spirit  that  be- 
comes two  Powers  who  feel  mutual  esteem,  and 
have  a  proper  sense  of  their  moral  integrity. 
In  this  spirit  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  to  this 
Government  to  appoint  commissioners  on  their 
side,  with  full  powers  to  confer  and  agree  with 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  in  what  reason  and  jus- 
tice demand.  It  is  not  expected  that  a  Govern- 
ment who,  on  every  occasion,  has  so  steadily  and 
nobly  protected  the  just  pretensions  of  its  own 
citizens,  like  that  of  the  united  States,  may  have 
the  least  difficulty  in  concurring  with  such  can- 
did views  of  a  Sovereign,  who  feels  equally  with 
them  what  he  owes  to  himself  in  the  protection 
of  his  subjects. 

The  ships  are  the  following:  1.  D.  Pedro  de 
Alcantara.  2.  S.  Joao  Baptista.  3.  D.  Miguel 
Ton&z.  4.  Sa.  Maria  Vencedora.  5.  Thalia. 
6.  S.  Joao  Protector.  7.  Montalwe.  8.  Luiza. 
9.  Logo  the  Direy.  10.  Lord  Wellington.  11. 
Ninfa  de  Lisboa.  12.  General  Sampaio.  13.  Pe- 
rola.  14.  Pacquette  de  Porto.  15.  Conde  de  Ca- 
valleiros.  16.  Globo.  17.  Carlota.  18.  Flora. 
19.  Sra.  da  Piedade. 

The  amount  of  their  value  which  is  reclaimed, 
is  four  hundred  ninety-two  thousand  nine  hundrea 
eighteen  milreas,  which,  at  the  common  and  gene- 
ral rate  of  the  milreas  in  your  market,  is  equal  to 
six  hundred  sixteen  thousand  one  hundred  fifty- 
eiffht  dollars. 

1  am  proceeding  to  an  excursion  in  the  moun- 
tains, at  the  end  of  which,  I  intend  having  the 
honor  of  seeing  you  in  Washington.  The  reason 
of  my  mentioning  this  is,  because  a  written  an- 
swer, which  you  might  possibly  give  to  this  com- 
munication, would  naturally  miss  me. 

I  beg  you,  sir,  to  receive  the  assurances,  dec. 

J.  CORREA  DE  SERRA. 


Mr.  Adams  to  the  Chevalier  Joseph  Correa  de  Serra. 

Department  of  State, 

WashMfftofk,  July  20, 1820. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
notes  of  the  4th  and  8th  ultimo. 
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The  exequaturs  for  Mr.  Pereira,  as  Consul  Gen- 
eral of  Portugal,  and  of  Mr.  Hutton,  as  Consul  at 
New  Orleans,  and  the  other  ports  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  have  been  made, 
and  transmitted  to  you. 

The  acts  of  Congress  to  which  you  refer,  in  the 
first  of  these  notes,  may  be  justly  considered  as 
affording  the  most  decisive  proofs  of  the  determi- 
nation both  of  the  Legislature  and  Executive,  to 
discharge,  with  the  utmost  fidelity,  all  their  duties 
towards  friendly  nations,  and  particularly  towards 
that  whose  representative  you  are.  In  remarking 
that  the  section  of  the  statute  for  the  further  pun- 
ishment of  piracy,  which  brings  the  landing  and 
committing  acts  of  robbery  on  a  foreign  shore 
within  the  definition  and  penalties  of  that  crime, 
was  obviously  suggested  by  a  case  of  that  descrip- 
tion which  had  occurred  in  a  Portuguese  island, 
I  take  satisfaction  in  the  assurance  that  your  Gov- 
ernment will  perceive,  in  that  provision,  a  proof  of 
the  earnestness  with  which  the  United  States 
cherish  the  most  friendly  dispositions  towards  your 
country. 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  receive  any  further 
communication,  verbal  or  written,  from  you,  which 
may  contribute  towards  the  same  efi'ect ;  and  I  am 
autnorized  to  assure  you,  that,  upon  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  your  note  of  the  8th  instant, 
such  measures  have  been,  and  will  continue  to  be 
taken,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  as  are 
within  the  competency  of  the  Executive,  and  may 
serve  to  maintam  inviolate  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  applicable  to  the  case. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  renewing 
to  you  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished  conside- 
ration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Mr,  Correa  de  Strra  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Washington,  Avgtut  26, 1820. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  wish  you  expressed 
in  our  last  interview,  I  have  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting to  you  the  names  of  the  officers  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  who,  in  October,  1818, 
embarked  and  served  on  board  the  armed  schooner 
General  Artiffoe,  Captain  Ford,  under  the  so  called 
Artigan  flag,  and  cruised  for  many  months  on  the 
coast  of  Brazil,  capturing  several  Portuguese  ships, 
amonffst  others,  the  Sociedade  Feliz,  which  was 
brou^t  to  Baltimore.  Th6ir  names  are.  Lieuten- 
ants Pelefi;  and  Dunham,  of  Rhode  Island,  Mid- 
shipman Augustus  Swartwout,  of  New  York,  Ben- 
jamin S.  Grimke,  of  South  Carolina. 

The  ffriefs  against  the  particular  judges,  who  I 
believe  nave  dis£rraced  the  commission  they  have 
from  the  United  States,  shall  be  laid  before  you, 
as  soon  as  I  have  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and 
looked  into  my  papers. 

I  am  perfectly  sure  that  a  candid  and  friendly 
examination  of  this  unpleasant  business  cannot 
fail  of  bringing  a  mutual  accord,  such  as  both  our 
Governments  wish ;  and  therefore,  according  to 
what  I  asked  in  my  notes  from  Philadelphia,  and 
your  offer  in  that  of  the  20th  of  last  month,  which 
I  have  received  on  my  arrival  here,  I  beg  of  you 


to  fix  the  day  and  time  most  convenient  to  you.  in 
which  I  may  have  the  honor  of  meeting  you.  in 
order  to  put  an  end,  as  I  hope,  to  all  these  caoses 
of  discontentment  and  discord,  the  work  of  oa- 
principied  men,  and  so  utterly  opposite  to  the  tiii- 
mony  and  good  understanding,  which  is  equilly 
the  intention  and  the  interests  of  our  two  Goren- 
ments  to  maintain  and  cultivate. 

Accept  the  renewed  assurances  of  mj  distin- 
guished respect  and  consideration. 

J.  CORREA  DE  SERRA. 


Mr,  Adams  to  the  Chevalier  Correa  de  Sorra. 

Department  of  State, 

WaehinffUm,  Sept.  30,  im. 

Sir  :  The  proposal  contained  in  yoor  note  ot 
the  16th  July  last,  has  been  considered  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  with  all  the  delibcn- 
tion  due  to  the  friendly  relations  subsisting  between 
the  United  States  and  Portugal,  and  with  the  dis- 
position to  manifest  the  undeviating  principle  o: 
justice  by  which  this  Groyernment  is  animated  la 
Its  intercourse  with  all  foreign  Qovernments,  tsd 
particularly  with  yours.  I  am  directed  by  him  ic 
inform  you  that  the  appointment  of  commissioDcn 
to  confer  and  agree  with  the  Ministers  of  HisMos; 
Faithful  Majesty  upon  the  subject  to  which  yosr 
letter  relates,  would  not  be  consistent  either  iriik 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  nor  r.ii 
any  practice  usual  among  civilized  nations. 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  is,  k 
their  Constitution,  vested  in  their  Supreme  Coaii 
and  in  tribunals  subordinate  to  the  same.  Tbe 
judges  of  these  tribunals  are  amenable  to  tbe 
country  by  impeachment ;  and  if  any  Portognese 
subject  has  sunered  wrong  by  the  act  of  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  within  their  jnrisdictiofi. 
it  is  before  those  tribunals  that  the  remedy  is  to  be 
sought  and  obtained.  For  any  acts  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  committed  out  of  their  jans- 
diction  and  beyond  their  control,  the  Grovernmni 
of  the  United  States  is  not  responsible. 

To  (he  war  in  South  America,  to  which  Por- 
tugal has  for  several  years  been  a  party,  the  doty 
and  the  policy  of  the  United  States  have  beea  tc 
observe  a  perfect  and  impartial  neutrality. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  hasoei- 
ther  countenanced  nor  permitted  any  violatioo  of 
that  neutrality  by  their  citizens.  The]r  hare,  by 
various  and  successive  acts  of  legislation,  mani- 
fested their  constant  earnestness  to  fulfil  their  da- 
ties  towards  all  the  parties  to  that  war ;  they  bare 
repressed  every  intended  violation  of  them  vhich 
has  been  brought  before  their  courts,  and  sabstu- 
tiated  by  testimony  conformable  to  principles  rec- 
ognised by  all  tribunals  of  similar  jurisdiction. 

But  I  am  instructed  to  request  that  yoo  woaiii 
furnish  me  with  all  the  documents  upon  wbicli 
the  complaints  in  your  notes  of  the  16th  of  Jalv 
and  26th  of  August,  are  founded,  as  well  relatfs| 
to  the  vessels  mentioned  in  the  former,  as  to  ti^ 
naval  officers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
and  to  the  judges  whom,  in  the  latter,  you  accuse 
of  having,  in  your  belief,  disgraced  the  corumii- 
sions  which  they  bear.    And  I  am  further  com- 
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maoded  to  assure  you,  that  if  those  documents 
shall  be  fouad  to  con  la  in  erideoce,  upon  which 
iay  officer,  ciril  or  mililary,  of  the  Upiied  Slates, 
or  any  of  their  citlzeos,  can  be  called  to  answer 
for  his  conduct,  as  injurious  to  any  subject  of  Por- 
tugal, every  measure  shall  be  taken,  to  which  the 
Eiecutire  is  competent,  to  secure  full  justice  and 
salisfaclJon  to  your  sovereign  and  his  nation. 

[  pray  you  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  dis- 
tiDguishedcoasideraiion. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Mr.  Joiepk  Coma  de  &rro  to  the  Steretarj/  0/  Staff. 
New  Yore,  Ifiminiber  9,  1620. 
S[B :  I  have  received,  in  due  time,  your  official 
letter  of  the  30th  September  last,  and  though  I  found 
that  there  was  much  to  reply  on  my  side,  I  re- 
solved, atter  mature  consideration,  to  refer  it  to 
His  Majesty's  Ministers  of  State,  who,  no  doubt, 
will  gire  a  convenient  answer.  Being  now  on 
the  point  of  leaving  this  country,  1  thought  it 
proper  to  inform  you  of  this  step,  both  out  of  re- 
gard to  this  Qovernment,  taking  in  this  manner 
a  respectful  notice  of  your  communication,  and 
in  order  that,  out  of  my  silence,  no  belief  may 
arise  of  any  tacit  acquiescence  in  the  reasons  that 
you  exposed  in  it. 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration  and  respect. 

J.  CORREA  DE  SERRA. 

[TIlAIISt.ATtON.] 

ChtvalitT  Jmado  Gnhon  to  the  Steretary  0/  State. 
PaiLADELPHiA,  Deeanber  i,  1820. 

.ISir:  It  falls  to  my  duty  to  present  to  the  Qov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  the  enclosed  abstract 
of  a  new  case  of  piracy,  which  I  have  lately  re- 
ceived from  my  Court ;  and  to  request  of  you  to 
subjoin  it  (that  it  may  appear)  to  the  list  of  others 
which  has  been  piesenlea  to  this  Government  by 
the  Chevalier  Correa,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
His  Most  Faithful  Majesty. 

1  embrace  this  oceksion  to  have  the  honor  of 
testifying  to  you,  sir,  the  sentiments  of  esteem 
and  of  respect,  with  which  I  am,  &c. 

J.  AMADO  GREHON. 

Hod.  J.  O.  Adahs,  Sec'ry  0/  SlaU. 

[tr&hslatioh.] 
Chevalier  Amado  Orchon  to  Ae  Scentarg  0/ State. 
Philadelphia,  Dtcembtr  U,  1820. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  aeain  tranimitiiog  to 
fou  an  authentic  copy  of  twelve  claims,  request- 
ing you  to  add  them  to  the  list  of  others,  which 
:be  Chevalier  Correa  de  Serra,  Minister  Plenipo- 
enliary  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty,  presented 
:o  yoai  Government. 

I  especl  the  honor  of  your  answer  to  this  note, 
lad  also,  lo  the  former  which  I  addressed  to  you, 
>D  the  lih  instant,  that  I  may  he  enabled  to  give 
■■  my  Court. 


I  aa: 


\  Slc. 


JOSEPH  AMADO  GREHON. 
Hon.  J.  ft.  Adams,  SeeVj*  of  Stale. 
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[translation.] 

Abstract  firom  the  Prods  veHxU,  ^c. 

Philadelphia,  DecenJbtr  4, 1820. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1820,  to  the  north  of  Cape 
St.  Augustine,  latitude  71d^ees  south,  the  brig- 
anttne  packet  of  His  Most  F*aithful  Majesty,  named 
^'  The  Infant  D.  Sebastiano,"  was  attacked  and 
pillaged  by  a  brigantine  pirate  of  American  con- 
struction, with  an  "  S"  instead  of  a  figure-head ; 
armed  with  sixteen  24  pounders,  and  a  crew  of 
about  a  hundred  men  ;  the  captain  of  which,  who 
has  lost  a  hand,  the  other  officers,  and  three-fourths 
of  the  crew,  are  Americans,  according  to  the  for- 
mal evidence  which  has  been  given  before  the 
Intendant  General  of  the  Police  of  the  Court  and 
Kingdom  of  Brazil,  bv  the  officers,  crew,  and  pas- 
sengers of  the  packet  brig,  who,  after  having  been 
outraged  and  pillaged,  have  returned,  in  the  same 
brig,  to  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

JOSEPH  AMADO  OREHON, 
Chargi  dea  Affaires  o/H,  M.  F,  Majesty. 


[translation.] 
Mr,  Grtkon  to  the  Secretarp  of  State, 

Washington,  April  1^  1822. 

Sir  :  I  am  about  to  repeat,  in  writing,  all  that 
I  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  in  the  in- 
terWew  of  Saturday  last,  as  well  in  compliance 
with  your  request,  as  on  account  of  its  being  in 
conformity  with  the  orders  of  m^  Government,  of 
which  Verissimo  Antonio  Ferreira  da  Costa,  at- 
tached to  the  legation,  was  the  bearer ;  and  by 
which  I  am  empowered  to  notify  and  show  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  na- 
tion, what  follows : 

That  the  Portuguese  Government  has  resolved 
to  recognise  the  United  States  as  its  first  allv,  by 
a  treaty  which  it  is  desirous  of  concluding,  forth- 
with, tor  the  purpose  of  giving  every  possible  im- 
pulse to  reciprocal  commerce,  and  to  the  industry 
of  the  two  nations,  and  to  guard  the  national  in- 
dependence, which  constitutes  the  most  sacred  of 
all  rights,  against  the  direct  or  indirect  attacks  of 
Powers  unfriendly  to  the  Constitution  freelychosen 
by  the  people:  but,  as  a  fundamental  principle  of 
the  said  treaty,  there  should  be  a  preliminary  con- 
dition that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
accede  to  the  proposition  made  by  the  Chevalier 
Correa  da  Serra,  Ez-Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
Portugal,  in  his  note  of  the  16th  July,  1820,  of 
having  recourse  to  commissaries  chosen  by  both 
Governments,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  in- 
demnities justlv  due  to  Portuguese  citizens,  for 
the  damages  which  they  have  sustained,  by  reason 
of  piracies, supported  by  the  capital  and  the  means 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  an  essential  con- 
dition, which,  in  this  way,  repairing  the  past,  se- 
cures also  the  future. 

That  the  Portuguese  States,  in  the  four  quarters 
of  the  world,  can  offer  to  the  United  States  the 
most  important  advantages  of  commerce;  the 
more  so,  because  the  relation  which  the  Portu- 
guese Government  is  disposed  to  establish  with 
that  of  the  United  States,  are  founded  in  a  perfect 


union  against  the  common  enemies  of  thdr  indus- 
try and  of  their  independence. 

But,  if  all  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  PortagQee 
Government  should  be  fruitless  towards  obtaiDlng 
from  that  of  the  United  States  a  iust  and  reisoa- 
able  indemnity,  which  England  does  not  hcsitttt 
to  make  in  analogous  cases  of  uoiust  captures, 
the  Portuguese  Government  is  fully  determinra 
to  resort  to  the  ri^t  of  reprisals,  and  to  adopt 
proper  measures  to  indemnify  itself  for  the  losses 
which  have  been  occasioned  to  their  commerce 
by  the  acts  complained  of,  as  it  has  been  mani- 
festly made  to  appear,  in  the  face  of  the  world, 
that  unworthy  citizens  of  the  United  States  hare 
been  parties  in  this  perfidious  practice;  tod  it  is 
very  certain  that  the  Portuguese  Governmefit  has 
it  in  its  power  to  exercise  reprisals  against  the 
United  States,  by  grai>ting  to  their  rival  Powers 
advantages  in  commerce,  in  cases  in  which  it  is 
disposed  to  give  the  United  States  the  preference^ 
if,  acting  in  good  faith,  they  make  indemnity  for 
the  past  and  secure  the  future. 

These  are  the  earnest  sentiments  and  views  of 
the  Portuguese  Government,  which  have  beea 
communicated  to  me,  with  orders  to  make  them 
known  to  that  of  the  United  States  and  to  the 
nation.  I  have,  therefore^  the  honor,  sir,  lo  con- 
municate  them  to  you  for  that  purpose;  aodl 
shall  be  happy  if  the  result  of  this  commnnicaiioD, 
(which  I  expect  from  a  just  and  liberal  Gorera- 
ment,  such  as  is  that  of  the  United  States,)  maf 
be  conformable  with  the  se&timeots  and  the  desire 
of  the  Portuguese  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOSEPH  AMADO  GREHON, 
Chatgi  des  Aftnres  of  Forhigd, 


The  Secretary  of  StaU  to  Mr.  Amado  Grthiu 

Department  op  State, 

Wadiingtoik,  April  dO,  1822. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  1st  insunt  has  been 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  whom  1  am  directed  to  as- 
sure you  of  the  great  satisfaction  with  which  be 
has  received  the  friendly  declaration  of  the  Por- 
tuguese (Government  towards  the  United  Sums, 
and  the  disposition  manifested  by  them  to  promoie 
the  mutual  interests  and  the  amicable  intercoarse 
between  the  two  countries,  by  a  treaty,  foaoded 
upon  principles  favorable  to  the  commercial  rela- 
tions and  industry  of  both.  The  President  desins 
that  you  would,  in  return,  make  known  to  your 
Government  the  sentiments  of  friendlv  recipro- 
city which  animate  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  towards  Portugal,  and  the  earnest  wish  of 
the  President  that  the  relations  of  the  Uoit^ 
States  with  that  nation  may  continue  on  ittm^ 
the  most  entire  reciprocity.  I  am,  at  the  same 
time,  directed  to  state,  that  the  propoaitioo  of  the 
Chevalier  Correa  de  Serra,  in  his  note  of  the  l6(li 
of  July,  1820,  for  the  appointment  of  commissiooers, 
chosen  by  both  Governments,  to  arrange  iodem- 
nities  claimed  by  Portuguese  citizens,  for  damages 
stated  by  them  to  have  been  sustained  by  reason 
of  piracies  supported  by  the  capital  aod  mean?  of 
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citizens  of  the  United  State?,  cannot  be  acceded 
to.  It  is  a  principle  well  known  and  well  under- 
stood, that  no  nation  is  responsible  to  another  for 
the  acts  of  its  citizens,  committed  without  its  ju- 
risdiction, and  out  of  the  reach  of  its  control.  Of 
the  numerous  piracies  which  hare,  within  these 
few  years,  annoyed  the  commerce  of  every  mari- 
time nation,  a  much  j^reater  number  have  been 
committed  by  the  subjects  of  other  Powers,  than 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  lawful 
commerce  of  the  United  States  themselves  have 
suffered  by  these  depredations,  perhaps,  more  than 
that  of  Portugal.  When  brought  witnin  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  United  States,  the  pirates  have 
been  punished  by  their  laws,  and  restitution  has 
been  made  to  its  owners,  of  property  captured 
by  them.  Should  any  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  guilty  of  piracy,  be  captured  by  the  Por- 
tuguese Gbvernment,  the  United  States  will,  in 
DO  wise,  interfere  to  screen  them  from  punishment. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  amenable, 
also,  to  the  tribunals  of  their  own  country,  as  the 
people  of  Portugal  are  to  theirs,  for  any  wrong 
done  by  them  to  the  subjects  of  other  nations. 
For  acts  of  so  aggravated  a  nature  as  piracy,  the 
authority  of  the  C&vernment  of  the  United  States 
itself  is  not  competent  to  withdraw  them  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  their  natural  judges,  or  to  subject 
them  to  a  trial  consisting  partly  of  foreigners  and 
without  the  intervention  of  a  jury.  These  prin- 
ciples of  protection  and  security  to  individual 
rights,  are,  doubtless,  well  understood,  and  will  be 
duly  appreciated  in  Portugal,  under  the  liberal 
system  of  Government  now  established  in  her 
dominions. 

The  laws  and  tribunals  of  the  United  States 
are  adequate  to  the  punishment  of  their  citizens, 
who  may  be  concerned  in  committinj^  unlawful 
depredations  upon  foreigners  on  the  hich  seas,  at 
least  to  the  same  extent  as  the  laws  and  tribunals 
of  other  nations.  The  legislation  of  the  United 
States  upon  this  subject,  was  even  rendered  more 
severe  and  effectual  for  the  suppression  of  such 
offences,  during  the  residence  here  of  the  Chev- 
alier Correa  de  Serra ;  and  justice,  conformably 
to  the  established  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations, 
has  always  been  rendered  by  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Portuguese  subjects,  whose 
property,  after  capture  by  pirates  or  privateers, 
has  bc»en  broueht  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
nation.  It  will  continue  to  be  so  rendered  in  all 
cases  "which  may  occur  hereafter. 

Of  the  advantases  to  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  tour  quarters  of  the  world,  which 
it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment to  offer,  it  would  be  acceptable  to  receive  a 
more  particular  specification,  than  is  contained  in 
your  letter.  The  GoYernment  of  the  United 
States  would  then  be  able  to  judge  of  their  value, 
and  of  the  consideration  with  which  they  may  be 
returned.  It  is  not  perfectly  understood  vho  are 
meant  in  your  note,  by  the  "  common  enemies  of 
their  industry  and  their  independence,"  and  I  am 
directed  to  ask  of  you  a  precise  explanation  of 
that  expression.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States,  while  willing,  cheerfully,  to  meet  and  re- 


ciprocate any  commercial  arrangement  with  Por- 
tugal, propitious  to  the  interests  of  both  nations, 
wul  not  solicit,  and  cannot  grant,  any  exclusive 
favors,  to  the  prejudice  of  any  other  Power  what- 
soever. 

This  principle,  which  haslongbeen  fundamental 
to  the  commercial  policy  of  the  United  States, 
furnishes  a  reply  to  the  latter  part  of  your  letter, 
which,  in  the  case  of  a  non-compliance  with  pro- 
posals, as  I  have  informed  you,  cannot  be  accent- 
ed, threatens  reprisdU  upon  the  United  States,  oy 
granting  to  their  rival  Powers  advantages  in  com- 
merce, which  you  allege  your  Government  is  dis- 
posed to  give  the  United  States,  on  condition  of 
what  you  call  indemnity  for  the  past,  and  security 
for  the  future. 

The  Government  of  the  United  Suites  knows, 
that  there  is  nothing,  and  has  been  nothing,  in  the 
relations  between  them  and  Portugal,  which,  by 
the  laws  and  usages  of  civilized  nations,  could 
justi^  reprisals  otany  kind,  by  the  latter  against 
the  United  States.  And,  as  I  have  assured  you, 
that  thev  desire  no  exclusive  favors  to  the  detri- 
ment ot  others,  so  they  are  fully  persuaded,  that 
upon  further  advisement,  your  Government  will 
perceive  that  they  cannot  grant  commercial  favors 
to  any  other  nation,  to  the  detriment  of  the  United 
States,  without  injuring  their  own  subjects  more 
than  the  people  of  this  Union.  Such,  it  is  be- 
lieved, would  be  the  result  of  any  experiment  of 
reprisals,  by  granting  exclusive  favors  to  one 
nation,  with  the  view  to  damage  another.  The 
party  granting  exclusive  favors,  is  the  party  most 
severdy  punished. 

Far  more  agreeable  will  it  be  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  reciprocate,  as  heretofore, 
with  that  of  Portugal,  offices  of  kindness  and  good 
will,  and  to  promote  the  friendly  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  by  a  multiplication  of  good 
offices,  and  of  all  the  sources  by  which  the  inter- 
ests of  both  may  be  advanced. 

I  pray  you  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


[thanslation.] 
Chev.  Amado  Grehan  to  the  SecrUiiiry  of  State, 

Philadelphia,  May  3, 1822. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
just  received  your  letter,  which  you  addressed  to 
me  on  the  30th  of  last  month. 

The  explanation  which  you  demand  of  me,  and 
which  I  am  to  give  you,  according  to  what  I  meant 
by  saying:  "the  common  enemies  of  their  indus- 
try and  of  their  independence,*'  and  which  appears 
to  me  to  be  clearly  expressed,  is  this :  all  nations, 
in  general,  who  act  contrary  to  the  two  principles 
of  our  industry  and  of  our  independence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

JOSEPH  AMADO  QREHON, 
Chaired  det  A  fame  of  Portuffoi. 

Hon.  John  QL  Adams, 

Secretary  of  StaU  qf  the  U.S. 
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[translation.] 

Chev.  Amado  Grthon  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

Philadelphia,  May  5, 1822. 

Sir:  I  make  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you.  that, 
by  the  packet  of  the  tenth  of  this  moDtn,  1  shall 
have  the  honor  to  remit  to  my  Government  a  copy 
of  your  note  of  the  30th  of  April  last,  that  it  may 
understand,  without  delay,  the  sentiments  of  recip- 
rocal friendship  which  animates  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  towards  the  Gbvernment  of 
Portugal,  and  the  great  desire  of  his  Excellency, 
the  President,  that  the  relations  between  the  two 
nations  may  continue  on  terms  of  the  most  perfect 
cordiality;  and,  that  I  may,  at  the  same  time^  be 
able  to  inform  my  Grovernment  of  the  principle 
well  known  and  well  understood,  as  you  call  it, 
as  well  as  of  other  principles  wnich  you  have 
developed  in  your  said  note ;  on  which,  I  think 
that  it  would  be  well  to  sav  more,  and  that  my 
Government  will  give  the  solution  of  it,  if  it  judge 
proper  to  do  so,  and  also  the  more  particular  spe- 
cification which  you  desire ;  as  for  my  part,  I  have 
only  pointed  out  the  sentiments  and  the  views 
whicn  now  exist  in  the  Portuguese  Government, 
according  to  the  orders  which  I  have  received  in 
that  regard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  Ac, 

JOSE  AMADO  GREHON, 
Chargi  des  Affaires  of  Portvgat, 

Hon.  John  d.  Adams, 

Secretary  ofStaUo/the  U,  S. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  OenertU  ])eafi)om  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State, 

•  Lisbon,  August  28, 1822. 
«  When  the  Minister  for  Foreign  A&irs  called 
on  me^  soon  after  my  arrival  in  the  city,  some  ob> 
servations  occurred  in  relation  to  our  late  Treaty 
with  France,  which  the  Minister  had  not  seen ; 
and  having  a  newspaper  containing  a  copy  of  the 
Treaty,  I  gave  it  to  him.  He  then  mentioned  our 
Treaty  with  Great  Britain  with  approbation,  ob- 
serving that  that  treaty  would  be  his  model.  Pre- 
suming, from  his  observations,  that  he  did  not 
possess  a  copy  of  it,  I  have  had  one  fairly  made 
out  and  presented  to  him.  My  principal  motive 
for  furnishing  him  with  those  copies,  was,  that  of 
giving  to  the  Minister  and  his  Government  a  fair 
sample  of  the  general  policy  and  practice  of  our 
Government  in  regard  to  commercial  regulations 
with  foreign  nations,  and  that  it  might  operate  as 
a  preparatory  step  to  a  negotiation  on  commercial 
regulations.  I  shall  consider  the  answer  to  my 
note  as  acquiescing  in  the  hope  expressed  in  my 
note,  and  inform  him  that  I  possess  full  powers 
for  commencing  nesotiations  for  forming  a  treaty, 
or  convention,  regulating  commerce  between  the 
United  States  and  Portugal,  and  propose  a  per- 
sonal interview  as  a  preparatory  step." 

Extract  qfa  letter  flrom  Mr,  Dearborn  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  October  10, 1822. 

"  On  the  3d  of  September,  I  had  a  conference 


with  his  Excellency  the  [Secretary  of]  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  by  his  appointment.  Mr.  Brent 
accompanied  me  as  an  interpreter;  and,  after 
some  conversation  on  general  topics,  the  Minista 
introduced  the  subject  of  the  confeience,  and  ob- 
served that  a  treaty  for  regulating  the  commerce 
between  the  two  countries  was  verr  desirable  on 
the  part  of  Portugal,  such  as  would  be  matoaliy 
advantageous.  I  then  observed,  that  beiog  em- 
powered by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  i 
was  disposed  to  commence  an  arrangement  on 
the  subiect  of  commerce  as  early  as  would  be 
ajgreeable  to  him,  and  would  propose  our  Gonres- 
tion  with  Great  Britain  as  a  basis,  with  soch  ad- 
ditions as  would  be  mutually  advantageous  to  oar 
countries,  respectively,  wishing  only  soch  condi- 
tions as  would  operate  perfect  reciprocity  ud 
mutual  advantage,  and  that  we  did  not  desire uy 
exclusive  advantages  or  privileges ;  but,  consider- 
ing the  great  extent  of  the  United  States,  with  ber 
numerous  ports  and  diversity  of  productions,  it 
would  be  expected,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  whole  of  the  colonies  of  PortQ|al 
should  be  included  in  the  arrangement,  and  tlut, 
in  every  respect,  we  should  be  entitled  to  what- 
ever privileges  or  immunities  are,  or  may  be,  en- 
joyed by  the  most  favored  nation.  The  Minister 
then  observed,  that  he  fully  approved  of  the  gen- 
eral principles,  as  stated  by  me,  but  intimated 
some  doubts  as  to  what  might  be  proper  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Brazils,  under  the  existing  circum- 
stances and  condition  of  that  country ;  and  sug- 
gested the  necessity  of  leaving  it  out  of  the  treatj, 
or  to  so  modify  whatever  should  relate  to  it,  as 
would  provide  for  any  future  change  of  circum- 
stances. I  observed  that  it  might  not  be  difficoJt 
to  form  an  krticle  that  would  apply  to  any  change 
that  might  occur  in  that  country ;  with  which  be 
appeared  to  acquiesce.  He  then  inquired  whedier 
I  was  authorized  to  enter  into  any  other  kind  of 
treaty ;  and,  on  my  answering  in  the  negative,  he 
appeared  fas  I  thoiurht)  to  be  pleased.  He  then 
proposed  tnat  1  should  make  out  a  sketch  of  soch 
a  treaty,  or  convention,  as  would  be  satisfactory 
to  my  Government,  that  his  Government  migbt 
take  it  under  consideration.  I  replied,  that  as  we 
appeared  to  entertain  similar  views  on  the  sab- 
ject,  it  would  be  more  desirable,  on  my  part,  that 
he  would  make  out  the  outline  of  one  that  would 
be  satisfactory  to  his  Government.  After  some 
general  observations,  he  proposed  that  we  should 
each  make  out  such  a  sketch  as  we,  respectively, 
think  proper ;  and  to  have  another  conference  for 
the  [purpose]  of  comparing  our  respective  sketches, 
to  which  I  readily  assented.  He  then  said,  diat 
as  soon  as  he  could  lay  the  subject  before  the 
Council,  he  would  prepaire  a  sketch,  and  would 
notify  me  when  we  should  have  another  meeting. 
And  here  our  conference  ended. 

"  I  immediately  made  out  the  outlines  of  a  con- 
vention, or  treaty,  a  copy  of  which  1  hare  the 
honor  of  enclosing ;  and  1  have  waited  for  an  in- 
vitation to  the  proposed  interview,  but  hare  not 
yet  received  any  such  notice ;  but  knowing  how 
constantly  this  Grovernment  has  been  occupied, 
for  some  time  past,  with  concerns  of  the  highest 
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interest  and  importance,  I  am  disposed  to  make 
all  reasonable  allowance  for  the  delay  of  a  second 
conference." 


Project  of  a  Convention, 

Article  1.  There  shall  be,  between  the  whole 
of  the  territories  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
as  now  existing^  or  as  they  may  hereafter  exist, 
and  all  the  territories  of  His  Most  Faithful  Ma- 
jesty, in  Europe  and  elsewhere,  as  existing  at  this 
time,  or  as  may  hereafter  exist,  being  under  their 
control,  respectively,  a  reciprocal  liberty  of  com- 
merce. The  inhabitants  of  the  two  countries, 
respectively,  shall  have  liberty,  freely  and  secure- 
ly, to  come  with  their  vessels  and  cargoes  to  all 
such  places,  ports,  and  rivers,  in  any  of  the  terri- 
tories aforesaid,  to  which  any  other  foreigners  are 
permitted  to  come,  to  enter  mto  the  same,  and  to 
remain  and  reside  in  any  parts  of  the  said  territo- 
ries, respectively  ;  also,  to  hire  and  occupy  houses 
and  stores,  for  the  purposes  of  their  commerce ; 
and,  generally,  the  merchants  and  traders  of  each 
nation,  respectively,  shall  enjoy  the  most  com- 
plete protection  and  security  for  their  persons  and 
commerce,  but  subject  always  to  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  the  two  countries,  respectively. 

Art.  2.  No  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be  im- 
posed on  the  importations  into  the  United  States 
of  any  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty's  territories,  in 
Europe  or  elsewhere,  and  no  higher  or  other  du- 
ties snail  be  imposed  on  the  importation  into  the 
territories  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty,  in* Eu- 
rope or  elsewhere,  of  any  articles,  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States, 
than  are,  or  shall  be,  payable  on  the  like  articles, 
being  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  any 
other  foreign  country;  nor  shall  any  higher  or 
other  duties  or  charges  be  imposed,  in  either  of 
the  two  countries,  on  the  exportation  of  any  arti- 
cles, to  the  United  States,  or  to  His  Most  Faith- 
ful Majesty's  territories,  in  Europe  or  elsewhere, 
respectively,  than  such  as  are  payable  on  the  ex- 
portation of  the  like  articles  to  any  other  foreign 
country ;  nor  shall  any  prohibition  be  imposed  on 
the  exportation  or  impojtation  of  any  articles,  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty's  territo- 
ries, in  Europe  or  elsewhere,  or  to  or  from  the 
United  States,  which  shall  not  extend  to  all  other 
nations. 

No  higher  or  other  duties  or  charges  shall  be 
imposed,  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
on  Portuguese  vessels,  than  those  payable  in  the 
same  ports  by  vessels  of  the  United  States,  nor  in 
anky  of  the  ports  within  the  territories  of  His  Most 
Faithful  Majesty,  on  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
than  shall  be  payable  in  the  same  ports  on  ves- 
sels belonging  to  the  dominions  of  Portugal,  iii 
Surope  or  elsewhere. 

The  same  duties  shall  be  paid  on  the  importa- 
tions into  the  United  States  of  articles,  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  dominions  of  His 
Most  Faithful  Majesty,  in  Europe  or  elsewhere, 
whether  such  importations  shall  be  in  vessels  of 


the  United  States,  or  in  vessels  of  Portugal  or  any 
of  her  colonies ;  and  the  same  duties  shall  be  paid 
on  the  importations  into  any  of  the  ports  of  For* 
tugal,  or  her  colonies,  of  any  articles,  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  United  States, 
whether  such  importations  shall  be  in  vessels  of 
Portugal  or  her  colonies,  or  in  vessels  of  the  United 
.States. 

The  same  duties  shall  be  paid,  and  the  same 
bounties  allowed,  on  the  importation  of  any  ar- 
ticles, the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  ot  His 
Most  Faithful  Majesty's  dominions,  in  Europe  or 
elsewhere,  to  the  United  States,  whether  sucn  ex- 
portations  shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  vessels  of  Portugal  or  her  colonies ;  and  the 
same  duties  shall  be  paid,  and  the  same  bounties 
be  allowed,  on  the  exportation  of  any  articles,  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  territories  of  His  Most  Faithful 
Majesty,  in  Europe  or  elsewhere,  whether  such  ex- 
portations  shall  be  in  vessels  of  the  dominions,  in 
feurope  or  elsewhere,  of  His  Most  Faithful  Ma- 
jesty, or  in  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  further  agreed,  that  in  all  cases  whdre 
drawbacks  are,  or  may  be  allowed  upon  the  re-ex- 
portation of  any  goods,  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  either  country,  respectively,  the 
amount  of  the  said  drawback  shall  be  the  same, 
whether  the  said  goods  shall  have  been  originally 
imported  in  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  dominions 
of  rortugal  or  her  colonies,  or  a  vessel  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  but  when  such  re-exportation  shall 
take  place,  from  the  United  States  in  a  Portuguese 
vessel,  or  from  the  dominions  of  His  Most  Faith- 
ful Majesty,  in  Europe  or  elsewhere,  in  a  vessel 
of  the  United  States,  to  any  other  foreign  nation, 
the  two  contracting  parties  reserve  to  themselves, 
respectively,  the  right  of  regulating  or  diminishing 
in  such  case,  the  amount  oT  the  said  drawback. 

Aht.  3.  It  shall  be  free  for  each  of  the  two 
contracting  parties,  respectively,  to  appoint  con- 
suls for  the  protection  of  trade,  to  reside  in  the 
dominions  and  territories  of  the  other  party ;  but 
before  any  Consul  shall  act  as  such,  he  shall,  in 
the  usual  form,  be  approved  and  admitted  by  the 
Government  to  which  he  is  sent ;  and  it  is  hereby 
declared,  that,  in  case  of  illegal  or  improper  con- 
duct towards  the  laws  of  the  Government  to  which 
he  is  sent,  such  Consul  may  either  be  punished  ac- 
cording to  law,  if  the  laws  will  reach  the  case,  or 
be  sent  back ;  the  offended  Government  assigning 
to  the  other  reasons  for  the  same. 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Dearborn  to  the  Secretary 

of  StaU,  dated 

Lisbon,  December  13, 1822. 

''From  the  apparent  intentional  delays  on  the 
part  of  this  Grovernment,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
posed commercial  regulations  between  the  two 
countries,  combined  with  the  existing  state  of  af- 
fairs of  this  country,  I  am  satisfied  that  I  must 
expect  further  delays.  The  relations  respecting 
Brazil ;  the  completion  of  the  organization  of  the 
Government  unaer  the  new  constitution ;  the  re- 
fusal of  the  dueen  to  subscribe  and  swear  to  the 
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constitution  as  the  law  directs ;  and  neg:otiations 
with  Spain,  for  forming  a  treaty  of  alliance,  to- 
gether with  the  anxietv  which  generally  prevails, 
in  regard  to  what  may  be  the  result  of  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  Congress  at  Verona,  all  conspire  to 
afford  an  apology  for  the  delays  above  referred  to." 
"Mr.  Correa  was  appointed  by  the  King  to  ne- 

fotiate  a  treaty  with  me,  of  which  I  was  informed 
y  the  SecretarjT  of  State,  on  the  20th  day  of 
October,  but  having  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Cortes,  he  declined  tbe  appointment,  and  although 
the  Secretary  of  State  assured  me  that  some  other 
person  would  be  soon  appointed,  no  appointment 
has  yet  been  made." 


Exlfo/cts  of  a  letter  frtym  General  Dearborn  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  January  30, 1823. 

"  I  embrace  the  opportunity  of  adding  to  my 
other  communication,  by  informing  you,  that  I 
have  had  two  meetings  with  the  Count  da  Lapa, 
who  has  been  appointed  Plenipotentiary  on  the 
part  of  Portugal,  tor  negotiating  and  completing 
a  commercial  treaty  with  the  United  States;  and 
having  exchanged  our  full  powers,  a  conversation 
ensued,  in  which,  the  Count  expressed  sentiments 
fully  according  with  those  heretofore  expressed  by 
Mr.  Pinheiro,  Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  At- 
fairs,  as  noticed  in  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  of 
writing  to  you,  on  the  13th  of  December,  which 
induces  a  reasonable  hope,  that  a  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement may  be  effected ;  but  I  am  not  witnout 
aome  doubts  as  to  its  being  the  real  intention  of 
this  Government  to  conclude  a  treaty  immediately, 
although  the  Secretary,  but  a  few  days  since,  ver- 
bally assured  me,  that  there  existed  no  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  a  speedy  conclusion  of  such  a  conven- 
tion or  treaty  as  would  be  mutually  satisfactory. 
It  must  very  soon  be  ascertained,  whether  words 
and  actions  so  folly  correspond  as  would  be  de- 
sirable. 

"  We  shall  have  another  conference  within  a 
few  days,  when  I  shall  be  able  to  ascertain,  with 
more  certainty,  how  our  ideas  correspond  with 
each  other.  Having  at  his  desire,  furnished  him 
with  the  basis  and  outlines  of  such  a  treaty, 
as  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  United  States,  he 
will,  of  course,  express  his  opinion  at  our  next 
meeting  on  the  basis  and  outlines  by  me  proposed, 
by  which  it  may  be  understood  whether  we  shall 
be  likely  to  succeed  ultimately,  or  not,  in  a  satis- 
factory arrangement." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Dearborn  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  February  20,  1823. 

«  The  Count  da  Lapa  has  agreed  to  the  basis  I 
had  proposed  for  the  treaty ;  but,  by  his  instruc- 
tions, he  considers  it  necessary  to  divide  the  treaty 
into  three  distinct  heads,  viz :  navigation,  com- 
merce, and  persons,  and  he  has  agreed  to  furnish 
xne  immediately  with  a  sketch  of  the  first  head, 
and  soon  after,  with  the  second.  I  have  some 
doubts  whether  his  second  part  will  be  acceptablci 


but  I  hope  that,  within  a  few  days,  my  doobts 
may  be  removed.  He  does  not  appear  to  be  io 
any  haste,  and  I  have  an  opportunity  for  the  foil 
exercise  of  my  stock  of  patience. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Gentral  XVofiom  Uiik^et- 

retary  of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  MarA  3, 1S2X 

« I  have  not  yet  heard  from  the  Count  da  Lapa. 
since  the  10th  ultimo,  when  he  agreed  to  mue 
out  the  form  of  the  first  head  of  the  treaty^  tod 
call  on  me  within  the  course  of  that  week :  bu; 
subsequently  to  our  last  meeting,  a  report  vis 
made  to  the  Cortes,  on  the  subject  of  the  presect 
existing  treaty  with  England,  particularly  in  rela- 
tion to  the  article  which  stipulates  that  certtm 
English  manufactures  should  be  admitted  iotc 
Portugal,  on  paying  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent  o£ 
their  cost.  The  report  concluded  by  saying  thai 
under  existing  circumstances,  the  PortugaeseGor- 
ernment  have  the  right  to  suspend  the  opentioe 
of  the  article  alluded  to,  until  new  negotiaticos 
should  be  had  on  the  subject.  The  report  was 
sanctioned  by  a  vote  of  the  Cortes.  I  presQoc 
that  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  by  a  commitiee, 
and  by  the  Cortes,  has  occasioned  the  long  deia? 
on  the  part  of  the  Count  da  Lapa.  By  the  abo^e 
mentioned  report,  it  appears,  that  negotiation 
have  been  going  on  between  Fortugal  aad  Great 
Britain,  for  some  time,  with  a  view  oo  the  part 
of  the  former,  of  effecting  such  alterations  in  ce* 
tain  parts  of  the  existing  treaty,  as  would  enabk 
her  to  enter  into  such  liberal  and  reciprocal  com- 
mercial treaties  with  other  nations,  as  would  be 
acceptable.  But  it  appears,  by  the  said  report 
that  jSogland,  as  might  be  expected,  is  veryoc- 
willing  to  relinquish  any  of  the  exclusive  adna- 
tages  she  now  enjovs,  under  the  present  treaty; 
and  I  am  per$uadea,  that  this  Government  sbL 
finds  itself  embarrassed  by  certain  stipalations  c 
her  treaty  of  1810.  with  Great  Britain,  and  thai 
to  that  source,  the  long  delays  I  have  experienced 
are  to  be  principally  attributed.  I  am  satisfied. 
however,  that  the  Government  is  very  earnestif 
engaged  in  endeavoring  to  effect  such  arrange- 
ments with  England,  as  may  be  necessary  for  pr^ 
paring  the  way  for  a  liberal  and  reciprocal  treaif 
with  the  United  States." 


Extract  of  a  letter  firom  General  Deatiiom  to  ikSsr- 

retary  of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  3fardb  24, 1823. 
"  Our  negotiation  has  been  suspended  for  soQt 
time,  and  will  not,  I  preshme,  bie  recommenceii 
until  the  present  unfortunate  affair  shall  be  de 
cided." 

Extract  of  Despatch,  No,  9,  from  General  IW^ 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  June  4, 1S23. 

"  Nothing  unfarorable  to  a  speedv  coffiplctJoB 

of  the  proposed  commercial  treaty  has  occurred 

for  several  months  past,  and  I  have  waited  wiii^ 

a  hope  that  the  repeated  assurances  of  tite  »^ 
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Minister  might  be  verified,  until  a  counter  revolu- 
tioD  has  been  actually  eflfected,  and  the  Kine 
again  restored  to  absolute  power.  It  is  very  evi- 
dent that  the  concluding  of  any  commercial  regu- 
lation with  this  Government,  such  as  could  be 
acceptable  to  the  United  States,  will  be  procras- 
tinated, so  long  as  this  Government  shall  con- 
tinue to  consider  the  friendship  of  Great  Britain 
as  essential  to  its  safety.  I  shall  endeavor,  as 
eaily  as  possible,  to  learn  the  disposition  of  the 
King  and  his  Minister,  in  relation  to  the  renewal 
of  the  negotiations,  and  the  probability  of  a  satis- 
factory result." 

Extraa  o/Deapaich,  No.  10,  from  General  Dearborn 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  June  29,  1823. 
"  I  have  now  the  honor  of  transmitting  copies 
of  my  correspondence  with  the  late  Minister  and 
Coont  de  Lapa.  I  have  not  had  any  other  cor- 
respondence with  the  present  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  Count  Palmella,  than  that  of  receiving  a 
note  from  him  announcing  his  being  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  to  whom  I  should, 
in  future,  address  any  communication  I  might 
bare  occasion  to  make  to  his  Government,  and 
my  answer,  together  with  a  ceremonious  call 
upon  hini,  and  nave  no  means  of  ascertaining  the 
present  disposition  of  this  Government  in  relation 
to  commercial  arran£[ements  with  us,  excepting 
the  assurance  of  the  King,  which  I  noticed  in  my 
last  letter." 


C(>py  o/a  letter  from  Mr,  Dearborn  to  the  Count  de 

Lapa. 

Lisbon  JforcA  8, 1823. 
Sir:  Being  quite  at  leisure,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  giving  you  an  historical  sketch  of  the  pending 
n^tiations  between  the  United  States  and  Por- 


Considering  the  facts  and  circumstances  set 
forth  in  it,  combined  with  the  recent  report  of  a 
committee  to  the  Cortes  on  the  subject  of  the  ez- 
ming  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  I  cannot  avoid 
^mg  impressed  with  a  belief  that,  owing  to  these 
•r  other  circumstances,  the  present  time  is  not 
considered  as  propitious  by  this  Government  for 
coDclodiog  such  a  treaty  with  the  United  States 
is  has  been  contemplateid  ;  and  as  I  am  not  au- 
thorized, nor  inclined,  to  urge  the  conclusion  of  a 
treaty  on  your  Government,  I  am  induced  to  sug- 
gest, with  candor,  the  expediency  of  an  entire  sus- 
pension of  the  negotiation,  as  preferable  to  such 
*  protracted  one  as  may  probably  extend  beyond 
jw  term  of  my  mission.  I  beg  leave,  at  the  same 
time,  to  assure  you,  that  this  frank  communica- 
tion »  entirely  unassociated  with  the  slightest 
oninendly  feeling,  or  with  any  disposition  to  cen- 
tre, or  complam ;  being  satisfied,  as  I  am,  that 
^is  Most  Faithful  Majesty  and  his  Government 
we  disposed  to  act,  not  only  with  good  faith,  but 
m  the  most  friendly  manner,  to  the  United  States. 

A  renew  the  assurances,  &c. 

T,    ^  HENRY  DEARBORN. 

40  the  CouKT  OE  Lapa,  &c. 


SKETCH. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  here,  I  received  informa- 
tion from  his  Excellency,  Silvestre  Pinheiro  Fer- 
reira.  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  For- 
eign Afiairs.  showing  a  desire  on  the  part  of  His 
Most  Faithrul  Majesty's  Government  tor  entering 
into  liberal  arrangements  with  the  United  States 
in  relation  to  commerce,  with  a  disposition  for 
drawing  closer  the  bonds  of  friendsbip  between 
the  two  nations.  After  informing  his  Excellency 
that  I  possessed  full  power  for  negotiating  and 
conclodinff  such  commercial  arrangements,  we 
had  a  conference,  in  which  it  was  agreed  that  we 
should  adopt  for  a  basis  of  a  treaty,  the  general 
principles  of  the  late  treaty,  or  convention,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain ;  and 
ultimately  agreed,  that  each  of  us  should  make 
out  a  sketch  of  such  a  treaty,  as  would  be  in  con- 
formity with  the  convention  above  alluded  to, 
and  would  be  satisfactory  to  our  respective  Gov- 
ernments I  and  within  a  few  days  I  was  to  be  no- 
tified of  another  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
paring our  sketches  of  a  treaty ;  this  was  on  the 
3d  of  September.  On  the  20th  of  October,  I  re- 
ceived information  from  his  Excellency  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  that  His  Majesty  had  appointed 
the  Uomroandeur  Correa  de  oerra,  as  a  commis- 
sioner to  treat  with  me.  I  immediately  answered 
the  note,  and  observed,  that  I  should,  with  pleas- 
ure, meet  the  Commandeur  Correa  de  Serra  at 
such  time  and  place  he  should  please  to  appoint. 
I  heard  nothing  from  the  Commandeur ;  and  on 
the  24th  December  I  received  a  note  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  informing  me  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Count  de  Lapa,  as  Plenipotentiary 
to  treat  with  me.  In  the  mean  time,  I  had  a  con- 
ference with  his  Excellency  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  informed  him,  that  I  had  written  to 
my  Government  to  the  following  effect:  That  I  had 
reason  to  believe,  from  the  long  suspension  of  the 
nesotiations.  that  this  Government  found  itself  so 
enioarrassed  with  the  afiairs  of  Brasul,  the  organ- 
ization of  the  several  departments  of  the  new  Gov- 
ernment, with  negotiations  with  Spain,  and  by 
the  existing  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  as  might 
be  considered  a  reasonable  excuse  for  postponing 
the  negotiations  with  me,  at  least  for  a  trme.  I 
then  owerved  to  Mr.  Pinheiro,  that  neither  my 
instructions,  nor  my  own  feelings,  would  allow 
me  to  urge  his  Government  to  a  conclusion  of  a 
treaty ;  and  that  I  had  not  made  the  statement  to 
my  Government  by  way  of  complaint  Mr.  Pin- 
heiro explicitly  replied  to  my  observations  in  de- 
tail, and  declared,  that  neither  of  the  circumstan- 
ces I  had  mentioned,  formed  any  obstacle  to  the 
conclusion  of  the  proposed  treaty  between  Por- 
tugal and  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  Count 
de  Lapa  would,  within  a  few  days,  recommence 
with  me  the  negotiations.  The  Count  very  soon 
called  on  me ;  and,  as  was  proposed  by  him,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  conferences  should  be  held 
at  my  house.  A  day  was  appointed  for  the  ex- 
change of  our  respective  fiul  powers ;  and  after 
the  exchange  of  powers,  a  day  was  agreed  on  for 
a  conference,  and  I,  at  the  same  time,  delivered  to 
the  Cotmt  my  sketch  of  a  treaty,  and  on  the  tenth 
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of  February  had  a  meeting,  and  discussed  the 
subject  generally,  and  mutually  agreed  to  adopt 
the  sketch  I  had  made  out,  with  some  unimport- 
ant exceptions ;  which  exceptions  we  agreed  to 
and  minuted.  The  Count  de  Lapa  havmg  pro- 
posed a  regular  division  of  the  treaty  into  three 
heads,  to  wit :  Navigation,  Commerce,  and  Per- 
sons, I  made  no  objection,  and  he  agreed  to  make 
out  the  form  of  the  first  head,  which  he  proposed 
showing  to  me  in  the  course  of  that  week.  It  is 
now  the  8th  day  of  March,  and  I  have  not  had 
the  honor  of  hearing  from  the  Count  since  the 
10th  of  February. 

HENRY  DEARBORN. 


The  Count  de  Lapa  to  Mr.  Dear^xrm. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  of  informing  his 
Excellency  General  Dearborn,  Envoy  Extraordi- 
nary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty's  inva- 
riable desires  for  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  with 
the  United  States.  The  same  reasons  that  have 
been  expressed  to  H.  E.  of  there  beins  no  diffi- 
culties to  its  conclu:iion  subsist,  and  the  state  in 
which  the  negotiation  may  be  considered  to  be,  is 
an  incontestable  proof  of  it.  The  good  faith  with 
which  His  Majesty  praises  himself,  of  correspond- 
ing to  the  sentiments  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  its  not  urging  for  the  brevity, 
have  retarded  the  proceedings,  where  extraordi- 
narv  concurrences  have  happened. 

This  frank  declaration  seems  to  the  undersigned 
as  answering  the  diiTerent  points  mention^  by 
His  Excellency  in  his  letter  and  historical  sketch 
of  the  negotiation. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  renew  the  assurances  of  his  particular 
esteem  and  perfect  consideration. 

THE  COUNT  DA  LAPA. 

Lisbon,  March  12,  1823. 

[The  original  of  this  letter  is  in  English.] 


Mr.  Deafi)om  to  Mr.  Penheiro^  Minister  of  Foreign 

Affairs. 

Lisbon,  April  18,  1823. 

The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States, 
near  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty,  having  very  re- 
cently seen  what  is  stated  to  be  a  decree  of  His 
Most  Faithful  Majesty,  dated  March  12,  1823, 
relating  to  the  treaty  of  1810,  between  Portugal 
and  Great  Britain,  and  particularly  to  the  fifteenth 
article  of  the  said  treaty :  The  confidence  which 
he  has,  in  the  candor  of  his  Excellency  Mr.  Pen- 
heiro.  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  induces  him  to 
take  the  liberty  of  asking  his  Excellency  whether 
this  decree,  or  the  pending  negotiations  of  the 
new  treaty  between  Portugal  and  Great  Britain, 
referred  to  in  the  decree,  will  interfere  in  any  man- 
ner with  the  negotiations  respecting  the  treaty 
between  Portugal  and  the  United  States,  whicn 
has  been  proposed,  and  to  a  certain  extent  mutu- 
ally agreed  on. 

If,  from  the  above-mentioned  decree,  or  from 


the  pending  negotiation  with  Great  Briuin,  or 
from  any  other  consideration,  a  temporary  suspen- 
sion of  the  negotiation  between  Portugal  and  the 
United  States  would  be  convenient  to  the  Gorera- 
ment  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty,  the  under- 
dersigned  will  readily  acquiesce  m  such  a  sospea- 
sion. 

The  undersigned  renews  to  his  Excellency  the 
assurance  of  his  high  consideration  and  particalar 
esteem.  HENRY  DEARBORN. 


[tbanslation.] 
Mr.  Siltfestre  Penheiro  Ferreira  to  GtHeral  Deathm. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  and  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  having  before  fa im  the 
note  of  General  Henry  Dearborn,  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  under  date  of 
the  18th  of  last  month,  takes  pleasure  in  repeatiog 
to  His  Excellency  what  he  had  verbally  the  honor 
of  affirming  to  him  twice  before,  when  his  Excel- 
lency made  him  the  same  request ;  besides  what 
a  short  time  since  the  Count  de  Lapa  bad  ordeis 
to  repeat,  in  answer  to  a  letter  which  his  Excel- 
lency addressed  to  him  upon  the  same  subject, 
dated  the  8th  of  March  last,  agreeing  in  this  poiDt 
entirely  with  the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes, 
in  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  treaty  in  qaes- 
tion. 

The  undersigned,  on  this  occasion,  renews  to 
his  Excellency  the  assurances  of  his  perfect  con- 
sideration. 

S.  PENHEIRO  FERREIRA. 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreig^a 
Affairs,  May  2,  1823. 


Esptract  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Dearborn,  MmtUf 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Lidmi  to 
tJie  Secretary  of  ^ate^  dated 

Lisbon,  July  15, 1823. 
"  Having  obtained  no  satisfactory  informatioa 
from  the  present  Government,  in  regard  to  its 
disposition  in  relation  to  commercial  relations, 
I  addressed  a  note  to  the  Marquis  of  PalmelUon 
the  8th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  bonot 
of  enclosing,  (No.  1 ;)  and  on  the  12tb  I  received 
an  answer,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  enclosed, 
(No.  2.)" 

No.  1. 

Mr.  Deariwm  to  his  Excellency  the  Marquis  de  Pd- 

mdla,  Minister  and  Secretary  of  StaU  for  Foni^ 

Affairs  to  His  Most  Faithful  Majetity. 

Sir:  Presuming  that  your  Excellency  has  beA 

made  acquainted  with  the  measures  which  hare 

been  pursued  in  relation  to  a  commercial  treaty 

between  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty  and  iheGoi- 

ernment  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  of 

course,  with  the  basis  and  principles  agreed  on 

by  the  Count  de  Lapa  on  the  part  of  His  Most 

Faithful  Majesty,  and  by  the  undersigned  on  the 

part  of  the  United  Stales :     The  undersigned  wul 

esteem  it  as  a  favor  to  be  informed,  as  earlf  *» 
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ay  be  quite  conTenient  to  your  Excellency,  what 
ay  be  the  present  disposition  of  His  Most  Faith- 
1  Majesty's  GbTernment,  in  relation  to  a  com- 
etion  of  such  a  commercial  treaty  between  the 
0  countries  as  has  already  to  a  certain  extent 
eo  mutually  agreed  on. 

Bt  assiured,  sir,  that  it  is  with  the  greatest  plea- 
re,  that  the  undersigned  embraces  the  present 
casioD  for  presenting  to  your  Excellency  his 
[)8t  respectful  and  friendly  regards. 

HENRY  DEARBORN. 


[tbansultion.] 
The  Marquia  de  Palmella  to  Omeral  Dearborn, 

The  undersigned,  Counsellor^  Minister,  and  Sec- 
ary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  having  received 
:  note  which,  of  the  date  of  the  8th  instant, 
foeral  Henrv  Dearborn,  Envoy  Extraordinary 
d  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Government 
the  United  States  of  America,  addressed  to  him, 
ative  to  the  intended  commercial  treaty  between 
s  Must  Faithful  Majesty  and  the  Government 
the  same  United  States,  nas  to  answer  His  Ex- 
lency,  that  the  present  events  not  having  yet 
mitted  a  full  investigation  of  this  business  to 
made,  the  undersigned  will,  as  soon  as  possible, 
ply  himself  to  it,  and  then  will  have  much  sat- 
iction  in  inviting  His  Excellency  to  a  confer- 
ee. 

Upon  this  occasion  the  undersigned  repeats  to 
D.  Henry  Dearborn,  the  assurances  of  bis  par- 
alar  esteem  and  perfect  consideration* 

Bee  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af- 
airs,  10th  July,  1823. 

PALMELLA. 


Irad  of  a  Utter  from  Henry  Beaihomy  MinisUr 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Statee  at  LUfbon^  to 
he  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

<<  Lisbon,  July  21, 1823. 

By  the  request  of  the  Marquis  of  Palmella,  I 
ited  on  him  on  the  15th  instant;  his  manner 
1  deportment  was  pleasing ;  he  observed  that 
bad  been  so  constantly  occupied  with  business 
lerto,  as  not  to  have  had  it  in  his  power  to  ex- 
ioe  the  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ed  commercial  treaty  between  Portugal  aiid  the 
ited  States,  but  that  certainly  he  would  attend 
it  very  soon;  and  that  whatever  commercial 
Illations  might  be  framed  between  the  two 
ntries,  to  be  useful  and  durable,  must  be  per- 
ly  reciprocal;  and  that  he  thought  the  late 
ty  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
a  good  model.'' 


rcu:t  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Dearborn,  Minister 
^leiUpotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at  Lisbon,  to 
'<e  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

^  Lisbon,  October  25, 1823. 

Having  received  no  intimations  from  this 
'eroment,  of  a  disposition  for  recommencing 
dilations  for  a  commercial  treaty,  I  begin  to 
bt  whether  any  further  progress  may  be  ex- 


pected; but  a  few  months  more  must  afford  suffi- 
cient time  for  either  completing  what  has  so  long 
since  been  begun,  or  for  ascertaining  the  real  dis- 
positions of  this  Government  on  the  subject." 


Extract  of  a  letter  fiym  Henry  Dearborn,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  United  States,  at  Lithon,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  dated 

Lisbon,  November  7,  1823. 

"  The  vessel  by  which  my  other  letters  will  be 
conveyed,  not  having  sailed,  I  have  concluded  to 
profit  Dv  the  delay,  by  writing  a  note  to  the  Mar- 
quis Palmella,  as  my  probable  last  effort  for  draw- 
Inj^  from  him  the  real  disposition  and  intention  of 
this  Government,  in  relation  to  a  renewal  of  the 
negotiation  for  a  commercial  treaty;  a  copy  of 
which  note  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing.  I 
hope  I  may  receive  his  answer,  before  the  vessel 
sails,  so  that  I  may  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  it 
with  my  other  letters ;  if  not,  I  will  forward  it  by 
the  earliest  opportunity." 


General  Dearffom  to  the  Marquis  of  PalmeUa,  Ckmn- 
ciOor  of  State,  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State,  for 
Foreign  Affairs, 

Lisbon,  November  7, 1823. 

Sib  :  Several  months  having  elapsed  since  your 
Excellency  was  pleased  to  say,  that  you  would,  as 
soon  as  possible,  look  over  the  papers  relating  to 
the  commercial  treaty,  which  bad,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, been  mutually  agreed  on,  by  the  Count  de 
Lapa,  on  the  part  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty, 
and  myself,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  ana 
that  you  would  give  me  early  notice  ofyour  hav- 
ing examined  the  subject;  and  your  Elxcellency 
was  pleased  to  express  an  opinion  that  a  treaty,  on 
the  basis  of  our  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  would 
be  most  desirable;  I  at  the  same  time  informed 
your  Excellency,  that  my  Government  did  not 
wish  me  to  press  this  Government  on  the  subject 
of  a  treaty,  but  if  it  should  find  it  inclined  to  enter 
into  literal  and  reciprocal  arrangements,  to  show 
an  equal  desire  on  my  part,  for  forming  a  treaty 
on  the  basis  of  the  late  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  I  have,  therefore,  waited 
for  a  communication  from  your  Excellency,  as 
proposed  at  your  last  conference  at  your  Excel- 
lency's office ;  but  not  having  received  any  inti- 
mation of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  His  Most  Faith- 
ful Majesty's  Government  to  renew  the  negotia- 
tion, I  conclude  that  I  may  now  with  propriety 
state  to  my  Government  that  there  is  very  little, 
if  any,  probability  of  effecting  any  commercial  ar- 
rangement with  this  Government  within  the  pro- 
bable term  of  my  mission.  My  motive  for  commu- 
nicating the  foregoing  observations  to  your  Excel- 
lency, is  no  other  than  that  of  merely  placing  the 
subject  once  more  before  your  Excellency,  in  a 
plain  and  candid  manner,  free  from  any  complaint 
on  my  part,  or  a  disposition  to  urge  the  renewal  of 
the  negotiation. 

I  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  assurance  of 
my  distinguished  consideration  and  respect. 

HENRY  DEARBORN. 
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Extract  cf  a  letter  from  Henry  Decutomy  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Lvkon^  to 
the  Secretary  ofState^  dated 

Lisbon,  November  27, 1823. 

<'  On  the  12ih  instant,  I  received  a  note  from 
the  Marquis  de  Palmella,  in  replv  to  my  note  to 
him  of  the  7th,  of  which  I  had  the  honor  of  en- 
closing a  copy  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  9th. 
The  Marquis  proposed  a  conference  on  the  14th, 
at  his  omce;  1  waited  on  him  accordingly;  he 
▼ery  candidly  admitted  that,  previous  to  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  of  the  fifteen  years  stipulated 
in  their  treaty  with  £n|;land,  concluded  in  June, 
1810,  and  to  such  modifications  of  said  treaty  as 
would  remove  the  obstacles  now  existing,  to  a 
satisfactory  arrangement  with  the  United  States, 
the  Government  of  His  Most  Faithful  Majesty 
could  not,  with  propriety,  form  any  such  treaty 
with  the  United  States,  as  is  desirable,  but  that 
we  might,  nevertheless,  form  a  short  convention, 
merely  relative  to  navigation,  which  would  be  a 
commencement  of  such  a  friendly  and  reciprocal 
arrangement  as  both  Cbvemments  desired,  which 
should  be  on  the  basis  of  our  convention  with 
Great  Briuiin.  I  agreed  to  make  a  sketch  of  such 
a  short  convention,  relating  to  navigation,  as  he 
had  proposed,  and  accordingly  made  out  one  and 
sent  It  to  him  on  the  19th,  a  copv  of  which  1  have 
the  honor  of  enclosiuff.  I  met  tne  Marquis  on  the 
22d,  when  he  assured  me  that,  within  a  very  few 
days,  he  would  communicate  to  me  the  result  of 
His  Majesty's  decision  on  the  sketch  I  had  pro- 
posed. I  doubt  whether  the  3d  article  will  be 
considered  as  admissible  at  present,  and  whether 
we  shall  ultimately  agree  on  any  thing  that  will 
be  of  much  consequence;  but.  by  the  1st  and  2d 
articles,  some  advantage  would  be  gained^  as  we 
have  so  great  a  numwr  of  vessels  entering  the 
ports  of  Portugal,  compared  with  the  Portuguese 
vessels  that  enter  the  ports  of  the  United  States." 


Project  of  a  T}rea/ty» 

Abticle  1.  There  shall  be  a  reciprocal  liberty 
of  navigation  and  commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal, 
and  such  of  her  colonies  as  any  other  foreign  na- 
tion are  or  shall  be  allowed  to  carry  on  com- 
merce with. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  countries,  respectively, 
shall  have  liberty  freely  and  securely  to  come  with 
their  vessels  anu  cargoes  to  all  such  places,  ports, 
rivers,  and  harbors,  m  their  respective  territories, 
to  which  any  other  foreign  vessels  are  or  shall  be 
permitted  to  come;  to  enter  into  the  same,  and  re- 
main and  reside  in  any  parts  of  the  said  territories 
respectively;  also,  to  hire  and  occupy  houses  and 
stores  for  the  purpose  of  their  commerce;  and, 
^nerally,  the  merchants  and  traders  of  each  na- 
tion, respectively,  shall  enjoy  the  most  complete 
protection  and  security  for  their  commerce,  per- 
sons, and  property,  but  subject  always  to  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  the  two  countries  respectively. 

Art.  2.  No  higher  tonnage,  anchorage,  li^ht 
money,  or  other  charges  of  any  kind,  shall  be  im- 
posed on  vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  His 


Most  Faithful  Maiesty,  on  entering  aoy  of  tk« 
ports  of  the  United  States,  whilst  remaiiiiBg  ia 
port,  or  on  clearing  out  and  leaving  any  of  tk 
said  ports,  than  shall  be  paid  on  like  veeels  b^ 
longing  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  aniriif 
from  foreign  ports,  other  than  those  beloofia^  u 
the  United  Slates.  Nor  shall  any  higher  umoagt, 
anchorage,  light  money,  or  other  charges  of  uf 
kind,  be  impMed  on  vessels  belonging  to  citizes' 
of  the  United  States  on  entering  any  of  the  porti 
of  Portugal,  or  such  of  her  colonies  as  foretp 
vessels  may  be  allowed  to  enter;  or  whik  »• 
maining  at,  or  on  clearing  out  and  leaving  an?  < 
the  said  ports,  than  shall  be  paid  on  like  resaa! 
belonging  to  the  subjecu  of  His  Most  Faitk^ 
Majesty,  arriving  from  forei^  ports,  other  tbt 
those  belonging  to  the  dominions  of  His  )k% 
Faithful  Maiesty. 

Art.  3.  No  higher  duties  shall  be  paid  o&  v> 
cles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  F.^ 
tugal,  or  such  of  her  colonies  as  vessels  of  iif 
United  States  shall  be  allowed  freely  to  tna 
with,  being  imported  into  the  United  State?  a 
vessels  belonging  to  Portugal  or  her  colootn  a 
aforesaid,  than  would  be  paid  on  similar  utids 
imported  into  the  United  States  invessebofii 
United  States.  Nor  shall  any  higher  duties  li 
paid  on  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  masfite 
ture,  of  the  United  States,  being  imported  yd 
Portugal  or  her  colonies,  as  aforesaid,  in  resseba 
the  United  States,  than  would  be  paid  oo  sea 
articles  imported  in  vessels  of  Portugal  or  ■ 
colonies,  into  the  ports  of  Portugal. 

Aet.  4.  It  shall  be  free  for  each  of  the 
contracting  parties,  respectively,  to  appoiat 
suls  for  the  protection  of  trade,  to  reside  i& 
dominions  and  territories  of  the  other  party. 
before  any  consul  shall  act  as  such,  he  shail| 
the  usual  form,  be  approved  and  admitted  by  ' 
Grovemment  to  which  he  is  sent ;  and  it  is  b< 
declared,  that,  in  case  of  illegal  or  improper  o 
duct  towards  the  laws  of  the  Government  of 
country  to  which  he  is  sent,  such  consul  marl 
punished  according  to  law,  if  the  laws  will  raid 
the  case,  the  offended  Govemmeot  assigniBf  \ 
the  other  the  reasons  for  the  same. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Henry  Dearborti,  Mi^^ 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  LU^^\ 
the  Secretary  ofState,  dated 

Lisbon,  January  26, 1S24 1 

<<  Since  the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  27di  oi  >j 
vember,  in  which  1  had  the  honor  of  encloaftl 
sketch  of  a  short  convention,  as  proposed  b?ii 
Marquis  de  Palmella,  I  have  heard  notbinf  ^ 
him  on  the  subject ;  and,  under  existing  citccti 
stances,  I  have  not  deemed  it  expedient  lo  ^ 
the  subject  any  further,  or  to  attempt  to  reM 
his  memory  ;  bleinff  fully  satisfied  that,  wbtf^ 
might  have  been  bis  own  views,  he  has  fcsJ 
such  insurmountable  obstacles  to  carry  them  :£l 

rractical  effect,  as  has  compelled  him  to  be  siloj 
am  fully  convinced  that  there  remains  no  pr«l 
ability  of*^  effecting  any  satisfactory  anan^eoN< 
with  this  Government  at  piesent." 
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met  of  a  Utter  from  General  Deatbom  to  Mr. 

Adams. 

Lisbon,  March  4, 1824. 

I  have  received  no  intimation  from  the  Marquis 
Palmeila,  in  relation  to  the  proposed  conven- 
I,  since  the  date  of  the  last  letter  I  had  the 
lor  of  writing  to  yoiT;  nor  is  it  probable  I  shall ; 
;oarse  I  am  quite  at  leisure. 
'  I  have  not  yet  received  Che  copies  of  the  reg- 
tions  of  the  custom-houses  of  Portugal,  and  her 
[>nies,  which  I  had  expected  to  receive  as  early 
the  first  of  December. 

'  I  am  now  anxiously  looking  for  the  Presi- 
it's  permission  to  return  home,  as  early  as  I 
posed  in  my  former  letters." 


COMMERCE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

wrt  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce^  made  to  the 
Houae,  May  22, 1824. 

rhe  Committee  on  Commerce,  to  which  has 
n  referred  a  resolution  "  instructing  them  to 
ort  to  this  House  whether  any  law  exbts  in 
ttravention  of  the  provisions  of  the  convention 
he  3d  of  July,  1815,  made  between  this  country 
i  Great  Britain ;  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
ney  of  countervailing,  by  law,  any  duties  or 
rt  charges  on  American  commerce  and  tonnage, 
iich  Great  Britain  may  lay  thereon,  in  her  col- 
ies,  or  elsewhere,"  report : 
rhat,  having  bestowed  on  the  first  part  of  the 
olutioD  the  consideration  due  to  i{s  importance, 
ce  leave  to  state  to  the  House,  that  no  law  has 
in  passed,  by  Congress,' whicn  contravenes  or 
>lates  any  provision  of  the  convention  subsisting 
iween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
ley  regret,  however,  to  find  that  an  opinion  is 
teruined  by  the  British  Government,  that  the 
i  of  Congress,  passed  the  27th  of  April,  1816, 
titled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports 
d  tonnage,"  in  imposing  a  higher  duty  on  iron, 
iQufactured  by  rolling  than  on  hammered  iron, 
atravenes  the  provisions  of  that  convention,  on 
i  ground  that  the  duty  operates  exclusively  on 
>n  manufactured  by  that  mode  in  Great  Britain, 
ere  the  facts  on  which  this  0|iinion  rests  es- 
)hsbed,  the  committee  do  not  think  they  would, 
ring  to  the  convention  either  a  strict  or  liberal 
Dstruction,  warrant  the  inference. 
From  the  views  taken  of  this  subject  by  the 
mmittee,  they  are  much  gratified  in  being  re- 
Ted  from  the  necessity  of  going  into  a  long  and 
iborate  argument  on  that  point,  by  stating,  that 
s  facts  set  forth  and  relied  on  by  the  British 
)vernment,  to  support  the  position  taken  by  it, 
il  not  enable  it  to  maintara,  successfully,  that 
sitioo,  as  will  satisfactorily  appear,  by  relerence 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  or  the  Treasury  of 
e  11th  of  February,  1824^  stating  the  imm>rts 
to,  and  exports  from,  the  United  States.  That 
port  informs  the  committee,  that  iron,  manu- 
ctured  by  rolling,  is  an  import  into  the  United 


States,  not  only  from  Great  Britain,  but  also  from 
Sweden,  Russia,  and  other  countries.  During 
the  last  fiscal  year,  ending  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1823,  27,700  cwt.  of  iron,  manufactured  by 
roUinff,  was  imported  from  Sweden,  and  2,003 
cwt.  from  Russia,  which  iron  was  subjected  to 
the  payment  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  hun- 
dred weight. 

These  facts,  therefore,  evidently  and  conclu- 
sively show  that  iron  manufactured  by  rolling  is 
not,  according  to  the  position  taken  by  the  British 
Government,  a  manufacture  exclusively  British. 
One,  among  many  reasons,  which  influence  Con- 
gress to  impose  a  higher  duty  on  rolled  than  on 
hammered  iron,  was  the  inferiority  of  the  former 
to  the  latter,  in  use  and  quality.  Mr.  Stratford 
Cannine,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of 
State,  November  26,  1821,  says :  "  Any  difierence 
of  use  or  quality,  resulting  from  the  mode  of  man- 
ufacture, may  indeed  constitute  a  fair  ground  of 
distinction ;  but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  no  such  difierence  exists  in  the  present  in- 
stance." That  a  difierence,  in  use  and  quality, 
does  exist,  which  Mr.  Canning  admits  to  be  a 
fair  ground  of  distinction,  is  xnown  to  every 
blacksmith,  and  to  every  man  who  has  used  it. 
Every  man  of  judgment  gives  the  preference  to 
hammered  iron,  because  it  is  freer  from  dross  or 
impurities  than  the  rolled ;  and  because,  whatever 
articles  are  made  of  the  former,  are  not  only  bet- 
ter, but  more  durable.  The  allusion  made  bj 
Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Whitney's  saw  gin^  and  his 
comparison  of  that  machine  to  the  machinery  em- 
ployed in  rolling  iron,  is  an  ingenious  effort  to 
get  over  a  puzzung  diflficulty,  by  attempting  to 
make  tbing^  similar  which  have  in  them  nothin|f 
common  to  each  other,  on  which  to  found  a  si- 
militude. It  is  known,  and  it  not  unfreqoently 
happens,  that  the  importance  of  the  interest  threat- 
ened to  be  attacked,  produces  a  solicitude  for  its 
security,  which  often  occasions  its  advocates,  more 
zealous  to  preserve  it  from  injury  than  judicious 
in  their  detenc^f  it,  to  surrender,  unwarily,  the 
vantage  ground  Aware  of  this,  the  committee 
have  given  to  the  suggestion,  or  allusion  of  Mr. 
Canning,  all  the  consideration  it  merits,  and  have 
satisfied  themselves,  on  investigating  it,  that  it 
does  not  support  him  in  the  argument  he  founds 
on  it.  The  machinery  employed  in  rolling  or 
manufacturing  iron,  requires,  to  use  it  properly, 
expert  and  skilful  workmen,  disciplinea  in  that 
business,  and  also  the  constant  and  vigilant  at- 
tention of  an  intelligent  superintendent,  to  make 
that  mode  of  manufacturing  iron  succeed.  But 
Mr.  Whitney's  saw  gin,  bow  happy  soever  the 
invention  may  be,  or  how  much  credit  soever  it 
may  reflect  on  his  genius,  is  so  simple  in  its  con- 
struction, so  easily  worked  and  managed,  that  ne- 
groes, in  the  Southern  States,  are  employed  to 
work  it,  and  the  efiect  of  its  operation  is  not  to 
produce  a  change  in  the  use  or  quality  of  the  cot- 
ton, by  that  mode  of  separating  the  cotton  from 
the  seed ;  for,  after  the  process  is  completed,  the 
cotton  is  as  much  a  raw  material  as  iron  ore  is, 
when  taken  from  the  mine. 

The  ports  of  the  United  States  have  been  open, 
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generally,  to  the  introductioa  of  British  manufac- 
tures, before  and  since  the  convention,  on  prin- 
ciples of  amity  and  liberality  ;  and  the  commit- 
tee are  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  that  the  Got- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  should  be  charged 
-with  giving  to  the  convention  an  astuteness  of 
construction  incompatible  with  its  provisions,  es- 
pecially when  the  ports  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 
in  Europe  are  closed  against  the  introduction  of 
the  staple  articles  of  the  Eastern  and  Middle 
States.  Will  the  Qovemment  of  Great  Britain 
allow  the  importation  into  Great  Britain  of  cottoi^ 
and  wool  cards,  and  cut  nails,  manufactures  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  ground  that  those  arti- 
cles are  manufactured  exclusively  in  the  United 
States,  by  machines,  the  invention  of  ingenious 
citizens  ?  Or  does  it  allow,  on  any  terms,  the  im- 
portation of  those  articles  into  Great  Britain  ? 
The  statutes  of  that  kingdom  will  give  the  answer 
and  the  commentary.  In  short,  on  which  side 
soever  the  committee  look,  they  see  the  industry 
and  enterprise  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
subjected  by  British  policy  to  prohibitions  or  re- 
strictions, that  are  not  retorted  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  on  the  industry  and 
enterprise  of  British  subjects.  From  the  views 
which  the  committee  have  taken  on  this  subject, 
they  cannot  recommend  to  the  House  any  altera- 
tion or  modification  of  the  act  of  Congress  im- 
posing a  higher  duty  on  iron  manufactured  by 
rolling,  than  on  that  prepared  by  the  hammer. 

As  to  the  second  part  of  the  resolution,  the  com- 
mittee respectfully  state,  that,  although  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  these  United  States  with 
the  British  West  India  islands,  experience  many 
embarrassmei^t^y.and  are  subjected  to  high  duties 
and  charees,  to  which  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  those  islands  are  not  liable  in  the  United 
States,  yet  the  committee  forbear  at  this  time  to 
recommend  the  adoption  of  any  countervailing 
measure^  as  the  points  of  difference  in  relation  to 
this  subject  are  in  negotiation  between  the  two 
Governments.  ^ 

The  committee,  having  performed  the  duty  as- 
signed them,  re8i>ectfully  submit  to  the  House  the 
following  resolution : 

Reeoivedt  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  referred  to 
them. 


Mr,  Canninff  to  Mr,  Adame, 

Washington,  Nov.  25, 1822. 

Sir  :  The  approach  of  another  session  of  Con- 
gress induces  me  to  remind  you  of  the  correspond- 
ence which  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  you 
last  year,  by  the  express  commands  of  my  Gov- 
ernment, on  the  subject  of  the  unequal  duties 
levied  on  rolled  and  hammered  iron,  according  to 
the  tariff  which  is  now  in  force.  Being  aware 
that  the  correspondence  in  question  has  been  com 
municated  officially  to  Congress,  and  that  the  con- 
sideration of  it  by  that  assembly  has  been  deferred 
only  in  consequence  of  the  great  pressure  of  busi- 
ness at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  I  confine  my- 
self at  present  to  requesting  your  good  offices  that. 


as  far  as  depends  upon  the  Executive  Gorers- 
ment,  this  matter  may  be  brought,  in  the  course  g: 
the  ensuing  session,  to  a  just  and  satisfactory  con- 
clusion. 

I  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  accept  the  assunnce  of 
my  perfect  consideration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 

Hon.  John  Q^  Aoams,  &c. 


itfi*.  Camnii^  to  Mr.  Adame. 

Wasbinoton,  ihfck  17,  IS23. 

Sir:  Not  having  the  honor  to  hear  fromyc^ 
during  the  late  session  of  Congress,  or  since  ii 
close,  respecting  the  equalization  of  the  duties  o& 
British  rolled  and  hammered  iron,  imported  icu 
the  United  States,  on  which  subject  I  bare  ff^ 
quently  had  occasion  to  address  yon,  it  becooa 
my  duty  to  request  a  communication  of  the  iaifft- 
tions  of  the  American  Government  on  this  pdii 
for  the  information  of  His  Majesty's  Ministri 
The  message  which  was  sent  down  to  Con^ 
last  y^r,  by  the  President  of  the  United  Sii:&. 
together  with  the  correspondence  relative  to  ib^ 
duties  on  rolled  and  hammered  iron,  afforded  i 
reasonable  expectation  that  the  many  stroog^c0 
and  arguments,  repeatedly  ur^ed  against  tbe  ti- 
isting  discrimination  in  the  duties  on  those  artier, 
had  at  length  produced  their  just  effect,  aud;^ 
the  American  Legislature  would  hasten  to  ps 
an  act  for  placing  the  duties  in  question  on  a  :c>c> 
ing  consistent  with  a  fair  and  equitable  coIl»tnl^ 
tion  of  the  commercial  treaty. 

In  ignorance  of  the  circomsitanc^  if  aay,  wlia 
may  have  prevented  this  expectation  from  bE>£2 
realized^  I  cannot  but  hope,  sir,  that  yoor  o€CQ|a> 
tions  will  admit  of  my  being  honored  with  u 
early  answer  to  this  letter. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  repeat  u 
you  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  cj^ 
sideration, 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 


Mr.  AddvngUm  to  Mr.  Adame. 

Washington,  No9,  20, 182S. 

Sir  :  It  is  now  seven  years  since,  in  pursuuee 
of  instructions  from  His  Majesty's  SecreUry  of 
State,  the  first  representation  was  submiued  ti 
the  British  Minister,  resident  in  this  Capiul^  13 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  a|[aiDsttite 
unequal  and  unjust  duties  laid  on  British  rolI<^ 
iroUj  imported  into  the  United  States. 

Since  that  time  the  subject  has  been  reraateiilf 
brought  under  their  consideration,  as  well  as  qb- 
der  tnat  of  the  Supreme  Legislative  body. 

It  has  been  presented  in  so  many  lights,  and^ 
the  arguments  in  support  of  the  claim  adrao^^ 
by  the  British  traders  to  be  exonerated  from  thusr 
duties,  have  been  so  often,  and  so  unanswerah:i 
pressed,  that  it  would  be  presumption  io  nie  ti 
attempt  to  add  any  thing  in  support  of  a  cat^'t 
advocated  by  persons  so  much  more  capable,  ^f 
their  weight  and  ability,  of  doing  justice  to :; 
than  myself. 

I  feel,  therefore,  sir,  that,  as  far  as  regards  il- 


3069 


APPENDIX. 


8070 


Commerce  with  GreeU  Britain. 


discassion  of  the  merits  of  the  question,  I  cannot 
do  better  than  refer  vou  to  Mr.  Stratford  Can- 
niog's  letter,  to  yourself,  dated  November  the  26th, 
1821,  in  which  the  subject  is  handled  with  a  clear- 
ness and  soundness  of  logic  difficult  to  surpass, 
lod  which  must  carry  conviction  to  every  candid 
aad  uDprejudiced  mind. 

Selling  aside,  then,  all  further  argumentation 
of  the  question,  I  shall  content  myself  with  ap* 
pliog,  which  I  do  with  confidence,  to  the  feei- 
jogs  of  integrity  and  justice  which  animate  the 
Goremment  of  this  country,  for  the  exertion  of 
its  powerful  influence  with  the  Legislature,  in  or- 
der to  procure  the  revision  of  an  act  passed  under 
10  erroneous  impression,  or  rather  total  misappre- 
kosioQ  of  the  subject. 

That  act  is  manifestly  contrary  to  the  spirit, 
indeed,  to  the  letter,  of  the  convention,  concluded 
in  1815,  between  (ireat  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  in  which  it  is  stipulated,  that  like  duties 
shall  be  reciprocally  leviable  upon  like  articles. 
No  mention  is  therein  made  of  the  specific  mode 
ofmaaufacturing  those  articles. 

By  imposing  an  eitra  duty  on  rolled  iron,  be- 
tween which,  and  that  produced  by  hammering, 
it  is  now  proved  that,  if  there  exist  any  difference 
io  quality,  that  difference  is  in  favor  of  the  former, 
a  shackle  is  placed  on  the  hands  of  genius  and 
inrention,  and  a  premium  offered  for  the  discour- 
agement of  science.  But  surely,  sir,  this  war 
against  useful  innovation  and  improvement  is  al- 
together unworthy  of  a  nation  distinguished  by 
its  love  of  novelty,  by  its  rapid  progress  in  the 
arts,  and  by  the  native  vigor,  and  inventiveness 
of  mind,  of  its  inhabitants. 

If  Great  Britain,  instead  of  allowing  in  her  own 
markets  to  the  manufactures  of  the  United  States 
I  fair  and  free  competition  with  tftose  of  other 
nations,  were,  by  a  forced  construction  of  the 
terms  of  her  conventions  to  burden  with  oppress- 
ive duties  snch  of  the  articles  of  the  former  as, 
being  the  produce  of  the  creative  talents  of  their 
citizens,  evinced  in  the  superiority  of  their  ma- 
chinery, enjoy  thereby  an  advantage  over  "  the 
like,^'  wares  of  other  countries,  would  she  not 
render  herself  justlv  obnoxious  to  the  imputation 
of  injustice,  and  illiberality  1  And  yet,  sir,  this 
is  bat  the  course  which  the  United  States  have 
adopted  with  regard  to  the  iron  manufactures  of 
Great  Britain. 

But  I  am  persuaded  that  this  course  is  not  ac- 
cordant with  the  genuine  feelings  of  the  country : 
that  the  duties  in  question  were  originally  im- 
posed by  Congress,  under  a  misapprehension  of 
the  real  merits  of  the  case ;  that  those  merits  being 
ODce  well  known,  and  duly  appreciated,  as  they 
must  now  be,  the  appeal  made  to  the  candor  of  a 
body  so  distinguished  by  integrity,  and  liberality 
of  sentiment,  as  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
Will  not  be  urged  in  vain ;  and  that  the  inventive 
genius  of  Great  Britain  will  be  allowed  to  secure 
to  her  manufacturers  those  honest  profits  to  which 
ihey  are  so  justly  entitled. 

1  have  only  to  add,  sir,  the  expression  of  my 
hope,  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in  submitting  to 
Congress,  as  shortly  after  its  convocation  as  may 


be  expedient,  the  application  now  made  in  behalf 
of  the  British  iron  merchants,  and  that  you  will 
lend  it  the  powerful  aid  of  a  recommendation 
from  the  Government,  that  the  subject  may  be 
taken  by  that  body  into  their  immediate  consid- 
eration. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dec- 

H.  U.  ADDINGTON. 
Hon.  J.  d.  Adams,  Sec^ry  of  State 


Mr.  Addinffton  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Washington,  March  4,  1824. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  attention 
to  a  letter  which  I  had  occasion  to  address  to  you 
on  the  20th  of  November  last,  to  which  I  have 
not  as  yet  had  the  honor  of  receiving  an  answer, 
in  which  I  requested  the  interposition  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Government  with  the  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, for  the  purpose  of  procuring  an  equalization 
of  the  duties  on  British  iron. 

In  a  conversation  which,  posterior  to  the  date 
of  that  letter,  I  bad  the  honor  of  holding  with 
you,  I  received  an  assurance  that,  although  no 
step  in  furtherance  of  the  above  object  had,  at 
that  time,  been  taken  by  the  Government,  yet,  as 
soon  as  the  question  of  the  tariff  should  be  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature^  my 
wishes  should  be  attended  to. 

It  was  with  no  small  mortification  that  I  learnt, 
yesterday,  that  the  subject  of  the  duties  on  iron 
had  been  already  broueht  to  an  issue  unfavorable 
to  the  just  demands  of  the  British  Government ; 
and  UuU,  without  any  formal  intervention  in  favor 
of  those  demands  having  taken  place  on  the  part 
of  this  Government  with  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. I  have  also  been  assured  that,  had  such 
an  intervention  taken  place  at  the  proper  time, 
the  pointy  desired  would,  in  ail  probability,  have 
been  carried. 

I  have  now,  therefore,  the  honor  of  addressing 
you  once  more  upon  this  subject,  and  of  submit- 
ting a  request,  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment, that  the  President  will  be  pleased  to 
recommend  to  the  Senate  the  consideration  of  this 
matter,  in  order  that,  according  to  the  express 
terms  of  the  commercial  treaties  existing  between 
the  two  countries,  the  iron  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain  may  be  placed  upon  a  footing  of  strict 
equality  with  those  of  the  nations  which,  in  the 
existing  state  of  things,  enjoy  an  undue  advan- 
tage over  the  former. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

H.  U.  ADDINGTON. 

Hon.  John  d.  Adams,  dec. 


Mr,  Addinffton  to  Mr,  Adams, 

Washington,  May  5, 1824. 

Sib  :  Agreeably  to  your  desire,  as  expressed  to 
me  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you, 
herewith,  the  copy  of  a  despatch,  which  I  have 
recently  received  from  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
Stale  for  Foreign  Affaires,  relative  to  the  unequal 
duties  levied  in  this  country  upon  rolled  iron,  the 
manufacture  of  Grreat  Britain. 
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In  this  despatch  you  will  perceive,  sir,  that  I  am 
instructed  to  press  this  subject  once  more,  and  in 
the  most  earnest  manner,  upon  the  attention  of  the 
American  Government,  and  to  represent  to  them, 
that,  in  case  a  claim,  founded  upon  the  clearest 
srounds  of  right  and  equity,  be  still  disregarded 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States,  it  must 
become  a  question  for  the  consideration  of  His 
Majesty's  Qovernment.  whether,  in  justice  to  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain,  it  may  not  be  expedient 
to  act  upon  the  principles  laid  down  by  the  United 
States  thenuelveay  by  considering  their  cotton,  which 
stands  in  precisely  the  same  relation  to  that  of 
other  countries,  as  the  iron  of  Great  Britain 
to  foreign  iron,  as  a  manufactured  article,  and 
subjecting  it  as  such,  to  a  higher  rate  of  duty  than 
is  charged  on  other  cotton,  which  has  not  been 
cleansed  by  machinery. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  the  Legislature  of  the  United 
States,  by  candidly  admitting  the  validity  of  the 
claim  advanced  by  Great  Britain,  will  spare  His 
Majesty |s  Grovernment  the  pain  of  taking  a  mea- 
sure which,  however  just,  would  not  be  resorted 
to  by  them  without  unfeigned  reluctance,  and  as 


Government,  is  of  comparatively  trifling  import 
a  nee  to  this  country,  but  of  very  serious  moment 
to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain ;  inasmuch  as 
those  duties  directly  affect  one  of  her  staple  com- 
modities; and  surely,  sir,  it  were  much  to  be 
regretted,  that,  by  persevering;  in  a  course,  by 
which,  independent  of  its  injustice,  the  United 
States,  in  seneral,  are  so  little  benefited,  the  Le- 
gislature of  this  country  should  hazard  any  dimi- 
nution of  the  friendly  feelings  and  good  correspond- 
ence which  sul»ist  between  the  two  nations,  by 
forcing  Great  Britain  (for  it  would  be  a  matter  of 
positive  comottlsion)  into  the  adoption  of  mea- 
sures, which,  however  undeniably  equitable,  might 
yet  tend  to  create  in  the  United  Staten,  sentiments 
of  a  character  opposite  to  those  which  at  present 
so  happily  animate  both  people  in  their  relations 
with  each  other,  and  which  it  is  the  earnest  desire 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  to  perpetuate  by 
every  legitimate  means. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^., 

H.  U.  ADDINGTON. 


Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Addington, 

Foreign  Office,  March  13, 1824. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  renewed  applications 
from  the  persons  engaged  in  the  iron  trade  of  this 
kingdom,  His  Majesty's  Government  have  again 
had  under  their  consideration  the  difference  of 
duty  levied  in  the  United  States,  on  rolled  and 
hammered  iron,  the  produce  of  Great  Britain. 

The  British  Government  had  hoped  that  the 
Message  sent  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  the  Congress,  in  the  year  1822,  and  the  very 
strong  facts  and  arguments  repeatedly  used  by  Sir 
Charles  Bagot,  and  Mr.  Stratford  Cfanning,  dur- 
ing their  several  missions  in  America,  against  the 
existing  discrimination  in  the  duties  on  these  arti- 


cles, would  have  produced  their  just  effect ;  bat  as 
this  unfortunately  does  not  appear  to  hare  beea 
the  case,  I  have  to  instruct  you  to  bring  this  bosi- 
ness  again  before  the  American  Gh>vemoieot,  ud 
to  represent  to  them  the  injury  to  which  the  iroo 
trade  of  this  country  continues  to  be  exposed  by 
this  measure,  and  the  injustice  of  withholding 
that  relief,  to  which  they  in  effect  admiued  oor 
claim,  by  the  Message  of  the  President  abore  r^ 
ferred  to. 

You  will  observe,  that,  if  the  principle,  whidi 
appears  to  have  led  the  Congress  to  delay  the  r^ 
peal  of  this  discriminating  duty,  were  admitted,  it 
might,  with  equal  justice,  be  applied  by  His  Mij- 
esty's  Government  to  the  article  of  Americai: 
cotton,  imported  into  this  country,  as  compafed 
with  that  brought  from  the  East  Indies  or  Sootk 
America;  for  the  cotton  of  the  United  Sttts, 
being  cleaned  and  separated  from  the  seeds  asi 
husks,  by  a  process  requiring  the  aid  of  machinery, 
becomes,  (if  this  principle  is  to  be  acted  apon  ts 
its  fullest  extent,)  Dy  parity  of  reasoning,  asnwc: 
in  truth,  as  the  rolled  iron,  a  manufactured  aitidg 
when  compared  with  the  cotton  of  the  other  eooa- 
tries  above  mentioned ;  this  last  article  being  io* 
ported  nearly  in  the  state  in  which  it  is  gathered 
without  undergoing  any  process  for  the  purposacf 
cleaning  or  separating  it  from  the  seeds,  &c 

In  pressing,  therefore,  the  American  GoTcra* 
ment  to  come  to  a  conclusion  on  this  sobject,  h 
conformity  with  the  repeated  representatioas  a^ 
dressed  to  them  from  hence,  I  have  to  request  that, 
in  addition  to  the  very  able  reasoning  conuieed 
in  the  notes  of  vour  predecessor  to  the  Ameiicis 
Grovernment,  or  the  31st  March  and  the  26(b  NV 
vember,  1821,  on  this  subject,  you  will  urge  chu 
argument  also ;  and  that  you  will  apprize  them,  tbi 
if,  contrary  to  our  jnst  expectation,  the  exi$tiaf 
inequality  of  duty  on  rolled  and  hammered  iitm 
be  not  removed,  it  must  become  a  question  for  tie 
consideration  of  His  Majesty's  Governmeot,  wb^ 
ther,  in  justice  to  the  interests  of  this  eount7T,it 
may  not  be  expedient  to  act  on  the  principle  lii^ 
down  by  the  United  States  themselves,  uf  C9&- 
sidering  their  cotton  as  a  manufaclnred  article. 
and  subjecting  it,  as  such,  to  a  liigher  rate  of  duty 
than  is  char^  on  other  cotton,  which  has  oo( 
been  cleaned  by  machinery. 
1  am,  dbc, 

GEORGE  CANNING. 


STATE  OF  THE  SINKING  TUNP. 

[Commanicated  to  the  Hoase,  Febrnaij  6, 18S4.J 

The  Conmisiianers  of  the  Sinking  Bmd  respatfsl: 
report  to  Congress: 
That  the  measures  which  have  been  aotborized 
by  the  Board,  subsequent  to  the  last  report,  ofiht 
6th  of  February,  1823,  as  far  as  the  same  hare 
been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  Board,  dated 
the  5th  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the  stat^ 
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meats  thereiD  teferred  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  aa  part  of 
ihis  report. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS, 

Vice  President  of  the  U.S. 
JOHN  MARSHALL, 

Chief  Jnatice  of  the  U.  S. 
JOHN  aUINGY  ADAMS, 

Secretarp  of  State,  U.  S. 
WM.  WIRT,  Mtorney  General,  U.  S. 

Washinqton,  February  6, 1824. 


Treasory  Department, 

February  5,  18d4. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  respectfully  re- 
ports to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinkiog 
Fund — 

Thit  the  gams  diabaned  from  the  Treasury,  during 
the  jear  1822,  on  account  of  the  principal  and  in- 
tfrest  of  the  public  debt,  amounted,  aa  per  last  an- 
nual report,  to       ...        -$7,849,16967 

And  hate  been  accounted  for  in  the 
ibUowiog  manner,  rh : 

There  wai  applied,  for  the  payment 
of  a  sum  abort  provided,  on  ac- 
coant  of  the  pabiie  debt,  prior  to 
the  lat  of  January,  1822,  aa  per 
iUtement  B,  annexed  to  the  last 
annual  report        •        •        •        • 

There  waa  appliedv  dorinff  the  year 
1822,  towards  the  payment  of  the 
priocipal  and  intereat  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  aa  ascertained  by  accounta 
rendered  to  this  Department,  aa  per 
the  annexed  statement  (A)  the 
sum  of  -         .        .  $7,842,190  87 


Id  the  reimbursement 
of  the  principal  of 
the  deferred  stock  - 

In  tile  redemption  of 
the  Louisiana  stock 

In  the  redemption  of 
the  Missiaaippi  stock 

In  the  redemption  of 
Tieasary  note  stock 

Iq  payment  of  certain 
ptru  of  the  domestic 
debt       .        .         . 

la  payment  of  the  six 
per  centum  stock  of 

1796       - 

Id  payment  of  the  six 
per  centum  stock  of 

1820       - 


$566,971  83 

0,294  12 

2S,888  94 


277  00 


438  99 


80»000  00 


2,000,000  00 


$2,676,370  88 

On  accountof  the  inter- 
est which  accrued  in 
that  year,  riz : 

Amount  of  interest 
which  accrued        -    5,166,819  99 


$7,842,190  87 
Of  this  sum  there  was 
abort  provided,  eon- 
aatiog  of  unclaimed 

18th  Con.  1st  Sess^97 


34,688  98 


dividends  not  applied 
for  by  the  proprie- 
torsy  as  per  the  an- 
nexed statement  B 


27,620  18 


7,814,670  69 
$7,849.159  67 

That,  during  the  year  1823,  the  foilowiog  dis- 
bursements were  made  by  the  Treasury,  on  ac- 
count of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt : 

On  account  of  the  interest  of  the  debt 

and  reimbursement  of  the  deferred 

stock  .-.-.. 
In  payment  of  eertain   parts  of  the 

domestic  debt  .... 
In  payment  of  the  Missiaaippi  atock 


$5,625,400  09 

204  42 
5,477  07 


Making,  together,  aa  appeaia  by  the 
annexed  statement  C,  the  aum  of  $5,581,171  68 


Which  disbursements  were  made  from  the  ap- 
propriation of  ten  millions  of  dollars  for  the  year 
1833,  and  from  a  repayment,  in  that  year,  of  mo- 
neys heretofore  advanced  on  account  of  the  pub- 
lic debt,  as  per  statement  D,  and  will  be  accounted 
for  in  tbe  next  annual  report,  in  confbrmity  to  ac- 
counts which  shall  then  have  been  renaered  to 
this  Department.  In  the  mean  time,  the  manner 
in  which  the  said  sum  has  been  applied  is  estimat- 
ed as  follows :  • 

There  ia  estimated  to  have  been  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  deficiency,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1822, 
aa  per  atatement  B        .        -        .        $27,620  la 

In  the  reimbursement  of  the  deferred 
stock    - 

In  the  payment  of  the   Mississippi 
atock    -.-.-- 

In  the  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the 
domestic  debt«      .... 


601,611  7» 
5,477  or 


294  42 


$635,003  4a 


And  in  the  payment  of  interest  on  tbe 
debt,  vix: 

The  intereat  for  1858 
ia  estimated  at        •  $6,004,113  22 

Deduct  thia  aum,  short 
provided,  per  esti- 
mate F  -        -        -        107,945  04 


4,896,168  18 
$5,531,171  58 


A  statement  (G)  is  annexed,  which  exhibits 
the  balance  of  the  annual  appropriation  of  $10,- 
000,000  remaining  unapplied  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1824;  and  a  statement,  nmrked  H,  of  the 
funded  debt,  on  the  1st  January,  1824. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  JONES, 

Chief  Clerk  for 
WM.  H.  CRAWFORD, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

[The  tabular  atatementa  are  omitted.] 
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MEMORIAL 

Of  a  committee  of  the  cUizens  of  Charleston,  South  Co- 
rotina,  against  the  proposed  increase  oftlu  Tariff. — 
FdmjMry  9,  1824. 

The  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Charleston 
and  its  vieinity,  by  their  committee,  respectfully 
showetb : 

That  your  memorialists  hare  not  witnessed, 
without  the  liveliest  anxiety  and  alarm,  the  efforts 
that  have  been  made,  for  some  time  past,  and  are 
still  pertinaciously  persisted  in,  by  certain  persons 
professing  themselves  the  exclusive  friends  of  do- 
mestic industry,  to  force  upon  the  good  people  of 
the  United  States  a  system  of  protecting  duties, 
which,  your  memorialists  do  seriously  Mlieve,  is 
calculated  most  deeply  to  affect  the  great  interests 
of  the  agricultural  Slates ;  perhaps  even  to  work 
their  speedy  and  utter  ruin. 

Your  memorialists  did,  upon  a  foNner  occasion, 
apply  to  your  honorable  body  upon  this  very  sub- 
ject, and  they  trust  that  their  remonstrance  was 
then  marked  with  all  that  calmness  and  decency 
with  which  it  is  fit  that  citizens,  under  such  a 
Government  as  the  American,  should  address 
themselves  to  their  representatives  and  rulers. 
They  are  persuaded  that  they  took  a  full  and 
candid  view  of  the  whole  question,  whether  it  be 
regarded  as  one  of  theoretical  curiosity  or  of  great 
practical  moment — whether  it  be  considered  in 
relation  to  the  whole  Union  or  to  their  own  pecu- 
liar situation.  Upon  a  solemn  review  of  these 
their  reasonings  and  representations,  (a  copv  of 
which  is  herewith  respectfully  transmitted,)  tney 
see  nothing  in  them  that  ought  to  be  retracted,  or 
even  in  the  slightest  degree  qualified.  They  still 
maintain  that  a  system  of  monopoly  and  bounties 
is  inconsistent  with  every  idea  oi  equal  rights  and 
sound  policy.  They  still  deprecate  so  violent  a 
diversion  of  capital  and  industry  from  the  chan- 
neb  in  which  they  would  naturally  flow,  for  the 
purpose  of  forcing  them  into  others,  in  which 
cheir  operations  must  needs  be  more  embarrassed 
and  less  efficient.  They  still  protest  against  that 
unequal  distribution  of  the  puolic  burdens  which 
roust  necessarily  result  from  the  imposing  such 
heavy  indirect  taxes  upon  consumption,  as  a  vio- 
lation of  the  spirit  at  least,  if  not  or  the  very  letter 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.  They  still  think  it 
probable  that  the  failure  of  the  national  revenue 
from  the  customs,  in  consequence  of  the  proposed 
tariff,  wilt  make  a  resort  to  direct  taxation  inevi- 
table, and  they  look  forward  with  concern  to  the 
troubles  and  inconveniences  incident  to  that  odi- 
ous and  vexatious  system. 

But  the  objections  which  your  memorialists 
have  now  to  urge  against  the  adoption  of  the 
measure  in  question,  are  not  these  general  ones. 
They  do  not  imply  a  refined  discussion  of  any 
abstract  principles  of  political  economv.  They 
do  not  involve  any  complicated  calculations  of 
political  arithmetic.  Unfortunately  for  the  people 
of  the  Southern  States,  they  are  of  a  very  obvious 
and  palpable  kind.  They  arise  immediately  out 
of  the  situation  of  this  part  of  the  country,  and 
come  home  with  a  force,  greater  than  that  of  any 


areument,  to  the  basioess  and  bosoms  of  ill  iu 
inhabitants. 

The  change  that  has  taken  place  in  tkecireom* 
stances  of  this  State,  since  the  former  memona. 
was  transmitted  to  Congress,  is  unprecedeoted 
and  inconceivable.  At  that  time  faad  it  is  no 
longer  ago  than  three  years)  South  CaroliDa  wts 
enjoying  advantages,  as  an  agrieoltaral  State, 
that  have  seldom  if  ever  been  exceeded  io  m 
other  part  of  the  world.  Her  staple  eommodiub 
were  sent  to  a  ready  market^  and  commaBdai 
prices  that  showed  she  shared  m  a  sort  of  mooop- 
oly  of  it.  Thin  as  her  population  is,  (not  abort 
twenty  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile,)  the  tub^ 
of  lands  every  where  rose  considerably.  On  tbe 
sea  islands  in  particular,  to  eight,  ten,  aod  era 
twenty  times  as  much  as  they  were  rated  ai  thirtr 
years  ago,  while  that  of  slaves  and  other  proMn^ 
also  greatly  advanced.  The  citizens  of  this  Suk 
might  then  contemplate  a  measure  like  that  a 
question,  if  not  without  disapprobation,  at  letx 
without  dismav,  and  although  they  did  prote>;  t 
they  had  a  right  to  protest,  against  an  impolti^ 
and  premature  encouragement  of  maoufaciore^ 
in  a  country  like  the  United  States,  where  t^ 
is  so  much  good  land  unoccupied  and  in  voob^ 
and  against  the  injustice  of  taxing  so  heanlyt 
most  all  the  classes  of  the  community,  and  aloftl 
all  the  States  of  the  Confederation,  to  fill  M 
pockets  of  comparatively  few  speculators  uj 
monopolists;  yet,  as  they  did  not  perceive,  ai mil 
time,  the  pernicious  tendency  of  the  metsarti: 
its  whole  extent,  they  would  probably  bare  le 
quiesced  under  it,  had  it  been  adoptcni,  wiiliofi 
much  murmuring — certainly  without  aar  opfl 
and  violent  resistance.  But  things  are  nowisi 
very  different  situation  with  thefla,  and  thewi>(^ 
subject  has  assumed  a  more  serious  and  glooe] 
aspect. 

The  cultivation  of  cotton,  encouraged  by  ^ 
very  prosperity  which  has  been  just  Doucei 
has  been  so  prodigiously  extended  in  this  is 
other  States,  as  weU  as  in  foreign  countnes  \^ 
notwithstanding  the  unprecedented  increase  of  is 
trade  in  England,  every  market  in  Europe  is  i 
ready  glutted  with  it;  and  as  the  evil  is  ererjilil 
growing  with  the  growth  of  the  new  coooui< 
into  wnich  enterprise  is  pushing  its  adreoMrt 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that,  in  the  coareofi 
very  few  years,  this  commodity  will,  tike  i 
others  where  there  is  a  free  competition  io  tn^ 
be  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  price.  I&^ 
mean  time,  the  effects  that  have  already  beeo  ]^ 
duced  here,  by  this  mighty  revolution,  are  de;^ 
able  in  the  extreme.  Property  of  all  kiodMsti' 
preciated  beyond  example.  A  feeling  of  gM 
despondence  is  beginning  to  prevail  every  w!^ 
in  the  lower  country.  Estates  are  sacrificeii; 
pay  the  last  instalments  on  the  bonds  gire&i< 
the  purchase  money.  Nobody  seems  dibpoj«ii< 
buy  what  every  body  is  anxious  to  sell,  at  it 
price.  In  short,  it  is  manifest  that  the  exiraof^i 
nary  prosperity  which  South  Carolina,  in  oon 
mon  with  the  other  Southern  Sutes,  eojorc 
some  years  ago,  is  gone  by  forever,  and  it  will  n 
quire  all  the  skiU  and  industry  of  ouiagricuitu/i»9 
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in  foture,  to  maintain  their  place  in  the  market, 
ereo  at  the  most  reduced  prices  of  produce. 

Aod  is  this  juncture,  your  memorialists  bee  leave 
loask,  is  this  iuncture,  so  critical  and  perilous  at 
best,  a  seasonable  one  for  the  measure  in  question  ? 
h  it  at  this  moment,  when  the  cotton  trade,  upon 
which,  not  the  prosperity  alone,  but  the  very  ex- 
istence of  some  parts  of  the  Southern  States  de- 
pends, is  sinking  under  its  own  weight ;  when  an 
American  statesman  ought  to  be  tasking  his  in- 
Tention  for  expedients  to  protect  and  preserve  that 
Tery  lucrative  portion  oi  it  which  is  at  present 
enjoyed  by  the  United  States — is  it  at  such  a  mo- 
ment as  this,  that  we  are  seriously  discussing  a 
measure  like  the  tariff  bill  ?  When  the  people  of 
the  South  are  already  apprehending  the  exclusion 
of  their  produce  from  foreign  markets,  by  a  fair 
eompetition,  or  by  the  partialities  of  the  European 
colonial  systems,  shall  we  provoke  our  present  cus- 
tomers to  measures  of  retaliation,  by  ceasing  to 
be  their  customers?  Is  it  wise  and  politic  to  try 
eiperiments  on  such  a  vast  scale  7  Is  it  prudent 
to  hazard  so  much  real  and  present  good  for  the 
attainment  of  so  little,  and  that,  too,  existing  in 
mere  vision  and  possibility  ? 

Such  is  the  language  which  your  memorialists 
think  ought  to  be  addressed,  and  which  thev  can- 
not but  flatter  themselves  will  be  addressea  with 
effect,  to  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  your  hon- 
orable body ;  but,  the  occasion  is,  in  their  opinion, 
to  momentous  and  alarming,  that  they  feel  them- 
selves warranted  in  declaring,  as  they  now  do,  in 
the  most  emphatic  manner,  that  they  regard  such 
a  measure  as  the  one  under  consideration,  (if  their 
view  of  its  nature  and  probable  consequences  is 
correct,)  as  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Federal 
compact.  Your  memorialists  would  remind  the 
advocates  of  the  tariff,  that  there  is  a  wide  differ- 
ence between  a  confederacy  of  independent  sover- 
eignties or  States,  and  a  nation  living  under  a 
single  and  consolidated  Grovernment.  The  rela- 
tion of  the  parts  to  each  other  is  much  more  in- 
timate in  the  latter,  than  they  can  ever  be  in  the 
former  ease,  and  as  the  interest  of  each  individual 
part  is,  there,  supposed  to  be  identified  completely 
with  that  of  the  whole,  so  it  is  generally  understood 
that,  whenever  occasion  may  require  it,  great  na- 
tional objects  must  be  promoted,  whatever  partial 
evils  may  be  occasioned  by  the  measures  adopted 
for  that  purpose.  But  in  a  confederacy,  although 
the  States  are  united  for  certain  purposes,  yet,  as  to 
til  others,  they  continue  distinct  and  independent, 
and  have,  therefore,  distinct  and  separate  inter- 
ttts,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  conceieve  any  situa- 
tion, in  which  one  member  of  such  a  political 
tittion  can  be  required  to  sacrifice  itself,  in  order  to 
promote  the  welfare  or  even  to  secure  the  exist- 
ence of  the  rest.  In  a  consolidated  and  single 
empire,  if  it  were  necessary  to  lay  waste  a  whole 
tract  of  country  and  to  keep  it,  for  ever  so  long  a 
time,  desolate  and  in  ruins,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting the  incursions  of  a  foreign  foe  upon  the 
rest  of  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  individu- 
als inhabiting  that  tract  of  country  would  be 
obli^  to  submit  to  the  inconvenience,  because  re- 
qoisite  for  the  safety  of  the  whole  society  of  which 


they  would  be  members,  and  because  their  inter- 
ests as  individuals  are  supposed  to  be  swallowed 
up  and  lost  in  their  interests  as  citizens.  But,  in 
a  confederacy,  no  such  a  case  as  this  could  possi- 
bly arise,  from  the  very  fact,  that  it  was  a  con- 
federacy, and  the  giving  up  of  a  whole  State,  as 
in  the  case  supposed,  that  is,  not  with  a  view  to 
its  ultimate  interest,  but  professedly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  the  rest  of  the  confederation  as 
such,  would  be,  as  to  it,  a  dissolution  of  the  league. 

Now,  what  is  the  fact  here  ?  We  have  united 
ourselves  in  a  great  National  Government,  which 
is  indeed  consolidated  as  to  certain  purposes,  but 
is  a  mere  league  of  independent  States  as  to  others. 
Congress  has  been  invested  with  all  the  powers 
necessary  to  effect  the  former,  and  under  wnat  de- 
scription of  powers  does  that  of  protecting  the 
manufactures  of  certain  States,  even  at  the  risk  of 
total  ruin  to  others,  come?  It  must  be  obvious  to 
every  one,  that  the  right  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  and  the  exclusive  right  to 
levy  duties  on  exports  and  imports,  were  never 
given  with  any  such  view;  and,  although  it  is 
true  that  the  words  in  which  these  are  delegated, 
are  very  1ft i^e  and  sweeping,  and  therefore  it 
would  be  dimcult  to  sav  of  such  a  measure  as  the 
one  in  contemplation,  tnat  it  is  absolutely  uncon- 
stitutional, yet,  your  memorialists  do  affirm  that  it 
is,  nevertheless,  inconsistent  with  the  character  and 
spirit  of  our  confederated  Gbvernment ;  and  they 
respectfully,  but  seriously  and  emphatically  call 
upon  you,  to  whom  the  conduct  of  that  very  com- 
plicated polity  is  committed,  because  of  your  wis- 
dom and  capacity,  to  reflect  maturely  upon  the 
consequences  that  will  probably  ensue  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  tariff  proposed.  They  certainly 
deprecate  any  thine  like  a  difference  between  the 
Government  and  the  people;  they  abhor  the  idea 
of  disunion ;  they  conscientiously  believe  that  that 
event  would  be  an  era  of  calamity  and  downfall 
to  the  whole  American  family;  but,  it  is  for  this 
very  reason,  that  they  reprobate  measures  which, 
for  the  mere  shadow  of  some  imaginary  advantage 
to  one  or  two  districts  of  the  country,  for  the  mere 
private  ends  of  some  selfish  individuals,  expose  the 
most  important  interests  to  the  hazard  of  utter 
ruin ;  excite  clamors  and  heart-burnings,  perhaps 
open  rebellion  and  sedition,  among  a  people  whose 
habits  and  inclinations  are  so  peaceful  and  regu- 
lar; and  bring  into  jeopardy  (for  the  fact  cannot 
be  disguised)  a  form  of  Government  under  which 
the  nation  has  hitherto  prospered  so  much,  and 
which,  with  moderate  councils,  might  be  handed 
down  to  a  remote  posterity;  measures,  in  short, 
which  most  preposterously  sacrifice  the  greater  to 
the  less,  and  insure  nothing  but  evils,  much  worse 
than  any  which  they  are  intended  to  remove. 

And  when  is  it  that  this  pernicious  measure  is 
attempted  to  be  forced  upon  the  nation?  At  a 
period  when  its  finances  are  in  a  condition,  beyond 
all  former  example,  prosperous  and  flourishing  ^ 
when  there  is  in  the  Treasury  (without  a  tax)  a 
clear  surplus  of  nine  millions;  and  when  the  peo- 
ple are  yet  expressing  their  wonder  at  the  singular 
phenomenon  of  statesmen  devising^  ways  and 
means,  not  how  to  raise,  but  how  to  yet  rid  of  monef  • 
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There  is,  then,  yoar  memorialista  beg  leave  to 
remark,  no  color  or  pretext  to  aay  that  these  addi<- 
tional  duties  are  to  be  imposed  with  a  view  to 
revenue.  The  ooly  object  can  be  to  put  the  theory 
of  some  speculative  politiciaos  to  the  test  of  ezpe* 
rimeat. 

Tills  State  has  a  yearly  income  of  seven  or 
eight  millions  of  dollars,  which  will  be  hazarded 
by  such  an  experiment,  without  the  most  distant 
hope  or  possibility  of  her  deriving  any  advantage 
from  it. 

Now,  it  in  against  this  desperate  gambling,  in 
which  the  immense  stake  is  not  taken  out  of  the 
fftmbUr^a  own  pocket,  but  that  of  a  /HemPiy  that 
your  memorialists  do,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of 
South  Carolina,  aa  well  as  of  ail  the  agriealtural 
States,  utterly  protest 

WILLIAM  DRAYTON, 
HUGH  S.  LEQARE, 
SAML.  PRIOLEAU, 
WILLIAM  SEABROOK, 

CommiUee  of  the  CUitem, 


REMONSTRANCE 

Of  sundry  fnerchante,  fnanufcutwrers,  and  others y  of  the 
city  of  Boston  and  its  mcinity,  agaim/t  the  bill  to 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage. — FBbmary  9,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

United  States: 

The  undersigned,  merchants  and  manufacturers 
of  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  impressed  with  a  firm 
conviction  that  the  system  of  impost  duties  con- 
templated in  the  Bill  to  amend  the  Tariff,  if  car- 
ried into  effect,  cannot  but  be  productive  of  conae- 
queoces  equally  important  and  injurious  to  all  the 
various  interests  of  the  United  States,  and,  at  no 
distant  period,  to  the  manufacturing  interest  itself, 
would  be  wanting  in  duty  to  themselves,  and  in  a 
proper  regard  to  the  interests  of  other  classes  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  like  them  depending  on  the 
immediate  or  indirect  operations  of  foreign  com- 
merce for  a  support,  were  they  to  omit  the  renewed 
expressions  of  their  decided  disapprobation  of  the 
principles  as  well  as  details  of  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration. Happily,  at  the  present  time,  many 
intelligent  individuals  of  the  manufacturing  class 
coincide  with  the  undersigned  in  the  opinion,  that 
excessive  duties  on  foreign  articles  will  be  a  heavy 
burden  on  the  agricultural,  commercial,  and  me- 
chanic interests,  and  indeed  on  every  class  of  con- 
sumers, without  any  equivalent  benefit  to  manu- 
facturers; and,  as  we  believe,  to  the  injury  and 
perhaps  destruction  of  those  very  branches  of  in- 
dustry, which  it  is  the  avowed  design  of  the  pa- 
trons of  the  bill  to  encourage  and  protect. 

The  undersigned  will  not  occupy  the  time  of 
Congress,  by  endeavoring  to  support  their  opinion 
either  on  acknowledged  principles  of  public  econo- 
my, or  by  elaborate  illustrations  of  probable  effects. 
The  former  are  no  doubt  familiar  to  those  who 
compose  the  concentrated  wisdom  of  our  nation, 
and  the  latter  have  been  ably  and  frequently  pre- 


sented to  them  and  the  public;  bat,  in  no iktpe, 
as  the  undersigned  believe,  more  ably  or  locialT 
than  in  the  memorial  of  meiebaais  and  othm  of 
this  place,  interetf ed  in  eommeree  and  agriealtme. 
presented  to  your  honeraUe  body  in  the  seabn  of 
1820-'21.  This  presents,  ia  a  candid  and  intelli- 
gent manner,  the  reasons  wbidi  tba,  as  well  as 
now,  induce  the  uaderaigncd  respectfollv  le  reaioB- 
strate  against  ^'  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  aand 
the  several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imporu, 
the  tariff  of  duties  it  proposes,  and  the  priaciplfl 
on  which  it  is  avowedly  founded,  as  haviaf  i 
tendencVy  however  dil^rent  may  be  tbc  motiraef 
those  who  recommend  them,  to  diminish  the  k- 
dustrv,  impede  the  prosperity,  and  corrupt  iIm 
Bioraia  of  the  people.'' 


At  a  meeting  of  merchants,  and  others,  iatcr- 
ested  in  the  prosperity  of  commerce  and  agricd- 
ture,  at  Boston,  on  the  17th  day  of  August,  lotaic 
into  consideration  a  communication  from  iht 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Philadelphia,  oo  u.t 
tariff  recommended  to  Congress  at  its  last  sessic2. 
the  following  persons  were  chosen  a  committee  '■& 
adopt  such  measures,  in  relation  to  the  subject,  h 
they  should  deem  expedient : 

William  Gray,  Lot  Wheelwright, 

James  Perkins,  Caleb  Loring, 

John  Dorr.  Samuel  A.  Welln, 

Nathaniel  Groddard,  George  Bond, 
Benjamin  Rich,  George  Hallet, 

Israel  Thornkike,  Jr.,   Samuel  P.  Gard&er. 
William  Shimmin,      Josiah  Knapp, 
Thomas  W.  Ward,      Isaac  Winslow, 
William  Harris,  Winslow  Lewis, 

Daniel  Webster,  Thos.  Wiggleswori 

Nathaniel  Appleton,  John  Cotton, 
Abbott  Lawrence,  John  Parker, 
Joseph  Sewall.  William  Sturgis. 

Jonathan  Phillips. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  the  2d  ^^ 
of  October,  at  which  time,  delegates  from  ue 
principal  seaports  of  Massachusetts,  and  fanseiSi 
manufacturers,  and  all  others  feeling  aa  interest 
in  the  subject,  were  invited  to  attend. 

The  committee  appointed  seven  of  their  dqci' 
ber-^Messrs.  Perkins,  Gardner,  Webster,  Wdk^ 
Shimmin,  Sturgis,  and  Dorr,  to  prepare  a  re|ict> 
and  resolutions,  to  be  submitted  at  the  adjotm 
meeting. 

At  the  general  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall,  oo  ^^ 
2d  of  October,  the  following  report,  preseotd  ^ 
Mr.  Perkins,  chairman  of  the  committee  lastina- 
tioned,  was  accepted,  and  the  resolutioos  aceos- 
panying  it  adopted  unanimously;  and  it  «>^ 
ordered  that  they  be  printed,  and  a  copf  snt^^ 
every  member  of^Congress  from  this  State. 

WM.  GRAY,  Chairmen 

Wm.  Fosteb,  Jr.,  Sec'ry. 


REPORT. 

Your  committ^  beg  leave  to  report,  tbat  vtj 
have  examined  the  proposed  tarifi^  and  sahmii^ 
you  some  remarks,  relating  to  its  probable  opert 
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00  on  the  commanity,  and  to  Ifae  principles  on 
rhicb  it  is  professedly  founded.  We  shall  not 
aier  into  a  minute  discussion  of  its  details,  as  the 
nposts  which  ought  to  be  kid,  depend,  in  every 
Bse,  on  a  rariety  of  considerations  peculiar  to 
iself,  and  as  we  do  not  consider  it  any  part  of  the 
Q(^  ass^ned  to  us  to  digest  a  code  of  revenue 

1  vs.  ^ieither  shall  we  invite  your  attention  par* 
icularly  to  the  efieets  of  the  measure  on  com- 
merce, because  we  presume  you  wish  to  have  it 
isiioctly  understood  that  the  laerchants  in  this 
icinity  neither  expect  nor  desire  any  peculiar  fa- 
ors,  nor  any  encouragement  or  protection  what- 
jevcr,  which  is  not  required  by  the  interests  of 
be  public.  They  were  not  forward,  therefore,  to 
ppose  the  duties  recently  recommended,  however 
ernicious  to  themselves  as  individuals,  believing 
lat  it  was  their  duty  to  acquiesce  in  them,  if  the 
ublic  good  required  it,  and  that  they  would  not 
e  imposed,  if  it  did  not.  But  the  influence  which 
as  been  obtained  by  the  zeal  of  private  interest, 
dmonishes  us  that  those  whose  situation  and  ex- 
erience  enable  them  to  judge  of  the  operation  of 
tils  new  sy^stem,  should  exert  themselves  to  ,dif- 
ise  »uch  information  as  may  tend  to  make  its 
Dosequences  rightly  and  generally  understood. 
Is  avowed  object  is  to  direct  and  control  the  oc- 
ttpations '  of  men,  by  ^nting  special  privileges 
)  those  engaged  in  particular  pursuith.  Thb  can 
e  done  (waiving  the  important  question  whether 
;  can  be  done  at  all  without  violating  the  spirit 
f  the  Constitution)  only  at  the  expense  oi  the 
ommunity ;  for  it  is  evident  that  legislation  does 
ot  create  wealth,  but  simply  transfers  it  from 
and  to  hand,  and  can  enrich  one  class  only  by 
npoverishing  others.  It  would  sorely  be  sur- 
rising  that  a  system  of  restriction  so  unequal  and 
9  repugnant  to  all  sound  theory,  should  be  adopted 
y  a  free  and  enlightened  people,  at  a  time  when 
lie  greatest  statesmen  of  Europe,  after  a  long  trial 
fit,  are  openly  acknowledging  its  incorrectness, 
ad  whole  nations  sufleriag  and  lamenting  the 
Ofisequences  of  its  adoption ;  and  wbeft  our  own 
oeumpled  success,  under  a  more  liberal  policy, 
as  ^ivea  the  sanction  of  experience  to  the  de- 
uctions  of  reason. 

This  tariff  would  imi)ose  on  certain  foreign 
ianafactures  duties  professedly  and  effectually 
rohibitory;  and  the  question  involved  in  its 
doptiott  is,  not  whether  the  consumer  of  those 
oods  shall  pay  a  higher  price  for  them,  but  whe* 
tier  he  shall  be  prevented  from  purchasing  them 
t  ail ;  not  whether  the  duty  now  levied  on  the 
asportation  of  them  shall  be  a  little  increased  or 
limioished,  but  whether  they  shall  be  totally  ex- 
laded.  In  one  case,  this  is  already  done.  From 
be  tnost  accurate intorraation,  founded  chiefly  on 
flicial  documents,  it  appears  that,  from  the  year 
800  to  the  year  1812,  both  inclusive,  the  duties 
eceived  on  the  importation  of  the  coarse  cottons 
f  India,  amounted  to  more  than  three  millions 
iae  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  dollars, 
(ut,  in  1816,  the  duty  was  raised  to  six  and  a 
narter  cents  on  every  square  yard,  about  eighty- 
bree  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  their  average  cost, 
rhich,  added  to  the  necessary  charges,  equal  to 


twenty'seren  per  cent,  more,  has  utterly  excluded 
them }  and  the  whole  revenue  once  derived  from 
this  source  is  lost.  Since  the  organization  of  our 
Government,  there  have  been  paid  into  the  Treas* 
ury  of  the  United  States,  from  the  customs  alone, 
nearly  three  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars, 
while  the  whole  amount  of  internal  revenue  and 
direct  taxes,  has  been  little  more  than  thirty^four 
millions. 

To  prevent  the  importation  of  manufactures, 
would,  of  course,  deprive  the  Treasury  of  the  im- 
post now  levied  on  them,  and  an  equal  sum  must, 
therefore,  in  order  to  support  the  necessary  expen- 
ses of  Government,  be  raised  by  some  other  di- 
rect or  indirect  tax  on  the  people. 

The  Committee  on  Manutactures,  who  pre- 
pared the  tariff,  did  not  overlook  nor  deny  this 
consequence  of  its  adoption,  and,  in  order  to  reme- 
dy it,  provided  that  an  additional  impost  should 
be  laid  on  all  articles  of  general  consumption  or 
necessary  use,  which  are  not  raised  in  our  own 
country,  such  as  spices^  coffee,  and  many  others, 
forming  a  large  part  ol  our  imporu.  A  new  im- 
post on  such  articles,  by  increasing  their  price, 
would  have  some  tendency  to  diminish  their  con- 
sumptiout  and  thus  prevent  an  increase  of  the 
revenue  proportionate  to  the  increase  of  duty; 
but,  making  no  allowance  for  thu  diminution,  tne 
additional  duty  on  them  would  not  nearly  supply 
the  deficiency  occasioned  bv  the  loss  of  the  ioi- 
posts  on  manufactures.  The  chairman  of  the. 
committee  just  mentioned,  appeared  to  be  well' 
aware  of  this  fact,  and  declared  it  to  be  another 
inevitable  consequence  of  their  system,  that  an 
excise  should  be  imposed  on  domestic  manufac- 
tures ;  and  this,  if  our  manufacturers  are  to  have 
a  monopoly  secured  to  them,  as  seen»s  to  be  con- 
templated, will  be  a  new  tax  on  the  consumer. 
The  first  consequence,  then,  of  excluding  foreign 
manuiiMrtttres  by  high  duti^  is  to  create  a  neces- 
sity for  some  other  tax,  equal  to  the  whole  sum 
now  levied  on  them,  and  which  will  necessarily 
be  lost  by  their  exclustoo. 

Another  consequence,  and  the  only  one  whush 
can  benettt  the  American  manufacturer,  is,  to  li- 
able him  to  raise  the  price  of  his  productions  in 
our  market,  by  adding  to  it  a.  sum  equal  to  the 
difference  between  the  present  and  the  proposed 
prohibitory  duty,  which  addition  must  be  paid 
entirely  by  domestic  consumers.  No  duty  could 
enable  him  to  manufacture  for  exportation ;  for,  if 
he  cannot,  at  home,  enter  into  corapetiion  with 
foreigners,  without  being  protected  by  an  impost 
it  is  obvious  that  he  cannot  rival  them  abroad 
where  there  is  no  such  discrimination  in  his  favor 
anJ  where  he  is  burdened,  as  well  as  they,  with 
the  expense  of  transportation.  Duties  imposed  for 
the  mere  purpose  ot  revenue,  give  an  advantage, 
equal  to  their  whole  amount,  to  our  manufactures; 
but,  by  increasing  them  till  they  become  prohibi- 
tory, the  people  suffer  a  two-fold  injury — the  price 
of  the  goods  prohibited  is  raised,  and  the  revenue, 
formerly  collected  from  them,  is  lost.  With  the 
sole  motive,  then,  of  empowering  the  manufac- 
turer to  raise  his  price,  and  thus  tax  the  public  in 
this  way  for  his  emolument ;  another  tax,  from 
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which  he  can  derive  no  advantage,  is,  at  once,  to 
be  laid  on  all  articles  of  general  use  which  we 
cannot  produce,  and  hereafter,  still  a  third,  either 
on  the  consumption  of  domestic  manufactures, 
or  directly  on  property  and  labor.  We  should 
not  object  to  any  burden,  equally  apportioned,  to 
raise  the  revenue  necessary  for  administering  the 
Government;  but,  to  impose  one  tax,  for  no 
earthly  purpose  but  to  facilitate  the  imposition  of 
another,  seems  to  us,  to  be  a  policy  as  whimsical 
as  it  is  alarming. 

The  burden  occasioned  by  most  of  the  particu- 
lar duties  recommended,  would  fall  on  all  the 
community,  but  chiefly  on  those  least  able  to  bear 
it.  In  this  country,  the  poor  man,  personally, 
consumes  nearly  as  much  tea,  sugar,  and  coffee, 
as  the  rich;  and  though  his  clothing  is  not  so 
fine,  yet,  its  cost  constitutes  a  much  greater  pro* 
portion  of  his  whole  expenses.  Besides,  this  new 
tariff  is  so  nicely  adjusted,  as  to  lay  a  far  heavier 
impost  on  coarse  cottons  and  linens,  than  on 
those  of  finer  texture.  It  is  obvious  that  an  addi- 
tional duty  can  have  no  effect,  except  in  so  far  as 
it  increases  the  price,  or  diminishes  the  quantity 
here,  of  the  foreign  merchandise  on  which  it  is 
imposed,  and,  conseqently,  can  be  of  no  service 
to  any  manufacturers  but  those  with  whose  pro- 
ductions this  merchandise  now  actually  comes 
into  competition  in  our  own  market.  All  who 
have  no  foreign  rivals  here  at  present,  who  now 
carry  on  their  business  successtiiliy,  and  supply 
'the  country  with  the  fruits  of  their  labor,  can  de- 
rive no  advantage,  direct  or  indirect,  from  a  fur- 
ther duty  on  such  articles  as  they  manufacture; 
since  they  have  already  the  exclusive  possession 
of  the  market,  and  their  prices  are  regulated,  not 
by  foreign,  but  by  domestic  competition.  An  ad- 
ditional impost  on  such  articles  as  are  made  by 
these,  would  be  merely  nominal,  and  have  no 
effect,  unless  it  were  to  blind  them  to  their  true  in- 
terests, and  induce  them,  bv  the  offer  of  a  protec- 
tion, at  once  needless  and  nitile,  to  bear,  together 
with  the  rest  of  the  community,  a  great  and  real 
burden,  for  the  sole  benefit  of  those  classes  who 
now  have  foreign  competitors.  Some  manufac- 
turers, as  those  of  chocolate  and  refined  sugar, 
would  be  greatly  injured ;  and  those  of  corda^ 
and  some  of  iron,  and  distillers  of  molasses,  still 
more  so,  by  the  duties  proposed  to  be  laid  on  the 
raw  materials  of  their  manufactures,  the  price  of 
which  must  thus  be  increased,  and  their  consump- 
tion lessened.  The  impost  on  iron  is  particu- 
larly injurious  to  industry.  It  is  required  for  the 
machines  of  manufacturers  themselves,  for  all 
the  implements  of  agriculture,  and  all  the  tools 
of  the  mechanic  arts;  and  nails,  of  which  six 
thousand  tons  are  annually  made,  and  chiefiy 
from  foreign  iron,  are  one  of  the  very  few  of 
our  manufactures  now  actually  exported.  A  far 
greater  number  of  men  is  employed  in  converting 
this  material  into  articles  of  use,  than  in  extract- 
ing it  from  the  ore ;  and  surely,  the  interest  of 
the  many  ought  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  that  of 
the  few.  The  contemplated  excise  on  domestic 
manufactures,  will  not  be  confined  to  those  to 
which  alone  this  tariff  affords  a  real  and  efl&cient 


protection,  but  extend  to  all.  Let  the  mtlraft^ 
turers,  then,  who  now  carry  on  their  bosioess  m- 
taxed,  and  those  who  buy  their  prodnctions,  took 
to  the  end,  and  mark  the  double  effect  of  neh 
excise,  in  at  once  rabing  the  cost,  and  difatnish- 
ing  the  consumption  of  them. 

The  manufactures  above  meationed  most  io- 
mediateljr  suffer,  together  with  fannen,  tod  tU 
other  citizens,  the  doable  burden  of  a  netr  tax,  to 
supply  the  deficiency  of  the  revenne,  and  to  it- 
crease  in  the  price  of  clothing,  and  of  those  little, 
innocent,  social  luxuries,  which  have  hitberto 
been  so  generally  enjoyed  among  us.  And  fo: 
whose  emolument?  Principally,  in  effect,  for 
that  of  the  manufactarers  of  cotton,  wooileo,im 
ore,  and  glass,  men  whose  busioest  requires  cob- 
siderable  capital.  We  have  no  means  of  deter- 
mining, exactly,  the  number  of  workmen  engaged 
in  these  pursuits ;  but  those  employed  oo  cottoo 
are  far  the  most  numerous ;  and  the  greatest  esub- 
lishment  for  working  this  material  in  Ameria 
that  at  Waltham,  which  has  a  capiul  of  oearlr 
half  a  million,  and  which  makes  iu  own  nucsu- 
nerv,  and  does  not  pay  a  man  beyond  its  ovi 
wails,  except  the  venders  of  its  goods,  requim 
two  hundred  and  sixty  persons,  men,  womea,uii 
children,  to  carry  on  its  business.  Bat,  howere 
the  number  thus  employed  be  estimated,  it  is  mu- 
ifest  that  it  must  bear  so  small  a  proportioo  toocr 
population  that  the  rate  of  wa^  throoghoat  i!i< 
country  would  not  be  perceptibly  increased,  u^ 
therefore  these  workmen  would  receive  no  mvt 
than  the  present  price  of  labor.  The  gain,  tba 
would  accrue  to  the  capitalists  who  owd  theiic- 
tories,  and  to  them  alone. 

Thus,  according  to  this  new  scheme,  i  grat, 
certain,  and  immediate  burden,  falls  on  the  pob- 
lic,  most  heavily  on  the  poorer  classes,  tnd  r^ 
dounds  to  the  exclusive  emolument  of  a  (ew,iBd 
those  few  the  wealthy.  Surely  such  a  scheme cu 
only  be  justified  by  showing,  clearly,  tbtt  soof 
definite  national  benefit  will  ultimately  resoitfros 
it,  fully  equal  to  the  present  burden;  and  iua^ 
vocates  attempt  to  do  this  by  urging,  in  the  fint 
place,  that  it  is  necessary  for  national  iodepetie- 
ence.  How  is  it  necessary  for  national  indepea^ 
ence  ?  In  the  elaborate  defence  of  the  system,  bf 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  iaveoteil  it. 
we  find  it  repeatedly  asserted,  that  ^  we  must  coa- 
mand  our  own  consumption."*  Happily  for  ij 
this  phrase  is  interpreted  in  the  same  speech;!* 
it  means,  as  it  seems,  that  we  must  have  seitiiff 
imposts  nor  importation — in  plain  English,  tktf 
we  must  use  nothing  but  our  own  productioDS' 

In  a  certain  sense,  we  may  be  said  to  depeodo 
foreign  nations  for  whatever  we  receire  fros 
them.     But  they  equally  depend  on  as  for  t^ 


*  «*  The  nation  mnst  command  its  own  codsu'P* 

tion." 
**  This  nation  niiist  command  its  own  etDfanpoo 

and  the  means  of  defence." 

**  If  the  country  commands  its  own  eon»oB^ 
importation  and  impost*  eeoM." — ^nech  o/Jfr-^ 
wifh  of  PennMyhaniot  in  ike  Ihuu  of  Mifrmnir 
tuf€»t  an  ike  ^Uk  of  ApriL 
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cqairaleot  which  we  pay  them  for  it,  and  this  de- 
peodeoce  is  voluntary  and  mutaal.  Nor  is  it  any 
derogation  from  national  dignityr.  A  sovereign 
wbo  receives  tribute  from  a  foreign  country,  de- 
peods  on  it  for  that  tribute;  yet  he  is  not  there- 
fore its  servant,  but  its  master.  If  one  country 
produces  only  labor,  and  exports  only  manufac- 
tures, and  another,  in  return  for  these,  provides  it 
with  the  raw  materials  composing  them;  the 
former  may,  with  most  propriety,  be  called  de- 
pendeot ;  for,  since  every  country  has  necessarily 
the  capacity  to  labor  in  proportion  to  its  popula- 
tion, that  which  produces  the  raw  material  may 
msDufacture  it  whenever  it  chooses  to  do  so ;  but 
the  ability  of  the  other  to  labor  would  be  worth- 
less, if  it  could  not  procure  the  material  to  which 
that  labor  may  be  applied.  The  exchange  of  raw 
cotton,  then,  for  manufactures,  makes  Europe 
dependent  on  America,  rather  than  America  on 
Europe.  Ask  the  planter  of  the  South,  which  of 
the  two  is  the  dependant,  himself  or  the  Manches- 
ter spinner  I 

The  farmer  is  the  most  independant  man,  be- 
cause he  produces  the  means  of  subsistence,  and 
the  materials  for  labor;  and  the  nation  which 
does  this,  holds,  like  him,  in  its  own  hands,  the 
means  of  commanding  the  exertions  of  others. 
The  capacity  of  providing  for  our  own  support 
coDstitutes  independence,  and  this  is  not  dimin- 
ished by  exchanging  our  superfluous  productions 
for  those  of  other  countries.  If  the  ^oods  we  re* 
ceife  are  comforts,  or  mere  luxuries,  we  can 
subsist  without  them ;  but  this  is  no  reason  for 
depriving  ourselves  of  them  unnecessarily.  If 
they  are  manufactures  of  materials  raised  by  us, 
and  we  might,  bv  prohibiting  their  importation, 
make  them  ourselves,  at  a  higher  price  than  they 
actually  cost  us:  is  it  not  equally  true  that,  if  the 
hostility  of  the  nation  which  supplies  us,  or  any 
other  cause,  should  prevent  their  importation 
hereafter,  we  may  make  them,  at  the  same  addi- 
tional expense,  then  ?  If  so,  we  are  not  depend- 
ent. And  why  should  we  assume  a  burden  now, 
because  it  may  fall  on  us  hereafter  7  or  how  does 
it  remedy  a  future  and  contingent  evil,  to  make 
it  immediate  and  certain  ? 

A  wise  nation,  indeed,  will  not  permit  itself  to 
be  surprised  by  hostilities,  without  the  means  of 
defence,  and  will,  beforehand,  therefore,  accumu- 
late those  munitions,  which  are  little  needed  in 
peace,  but  immediately  requisite  in  war;  or,  at 
least,  provide  the  means  of  obtaining  them.  Food 
aad  clothing  are  also  necessary  for  subsistence, 
and,  of  course,  for  defence ;  but  the  demand  for 
these  being  constant  at  all  times,  affords,  of  itself, 
a  constant  encouragement  to  their  production, 
without  the  special  aid  of  Government.  With 
regard  to  all  the  means  of  defence,  however,  it  is 
enough  for  independence  and  security,  if  we  have 
the  ability  to  produce  or  procure  them  when  they 
are  wanted.  As  to  munitions  of  war,  they  should 
receive  whatever  encouragement  is  necessary  ;  as 
to  food,  we  are  burdened  with  it ;  as  to  clothing, 
the  very  proposal  to  prohibit,  immediately,  the 
importation  of  foreign  manufactures  used  for  this 
purpose,  implie8|0f  itself,  a  conviction  that  we 


are  already  competent  to  supply  ail  our  wants. 
The  quantity  of  naval  stores,  required  in  peace, 
being  even  greater  than  in  war,  the  stock  on  hand 
for  commercial  purposes  would,  on  a  sudden  erup- 
tion of  hostilities,  afford  the  means  of  protection 
until  we  could  raise  them.  In  thus  considering 
the  subject  as  it  affects  our  means  of  defence,  we 
have  taken  the  case  assumed  by  manufacturers 
as  most  favorable  to  their  pretensions — ^that  of  a 
war  with  all  mankind.  It  is  obvious  that,  if  there 
were  any  neutrals,  most  of  our  wants  wonld  be 
supplied  as  certainly,  though  not  as  cheaply,  as  at 
present.  We  have  found  this  to  be  true  m  our 
own  wars,  and  all  history  confirms  it. 

But,  so  far  would  the  enormous  tax  proposed 
on  hemp  and  iron  be  from  contributing  to  national 
independence,  that  it  would  strike  a  severe  blow 
at  our  freedom  and  security.  By  the  existing 
treaty,  American  and  British  ships  are  placed  on 
the  same  footing ;  and  it  is  a  subject  of  gratula- 
tion,  that  our  countrymen  now  sustain  the  com- 
petition. The  imposition  of  new  and  heavy  bur- 
dens on  our  own  shipping,  would  tend  to  give 
the  British  the  monopoly  of  our  trade,  and  to 
make  them  our  sole  carriers.  When  this  is  ac- 
complished, there  will  be  no  lack  of  Orders  in 
Council  to  regulate  the  trade  of  America,  and  the 
dependence  which  we  shall  suffer,  unlike  that  of 
which  we  now  complain,  will  be  neither  mutual, 
voluntary,  nor  terminable. 

Another  favorite  phrase  of  the  advocates  of 
this  system  is,  that  it  would  promote  national 
industry.  What  is  national  industry  but  the  in- 
dustry of  individuals  ?  And  what  encourages  it 
like  high  wages?  And  what  susuins  the  price 
of  wages  but  the  demand  for  labor?  And  what 
tends  so  much  to  increase  and  support  this  de- 
mand as  the  employment  of  our  whole  capital  in 
those  pur&uits  in  which  the  most  labor  is  required? 
The  occupations,  then,  in  which  a  given  capital 
demands  and  maintains  the  greatest  quantity  of 
human  labor,  are  most  promotive  of  industry; 
and  this  is  eminently  true  in  a  country  where 
every  thing  else  is  more  abundant  than  capital. 

The  price  of  manufactures  involves  the  cost  of 
the  raw.  material,  the  sum  paid  the  owner  of  the 
capital  employed  in  working  it,  and  the  wages  of 
the  workmen.  It  is  when  the  last  are  greatest  in 
proportion  to  the  whole  price,  that  industry  is  bmt 
paid  and  most  encouraged.  Machines  for  multi- 
plying the  effects  of  labor  may,  indeed,  produce  a 
great  profit,  but  it  accrues  to  the  owners  of  them, 
not  to  those  employed  in  managing  them.  Should 
any  one  construct  a  machine  so  perfect  that  it 
would  enable  a  single  hand,  by  merely  turning  a 
crank,  to  supply  the  country  with  broadcloth,  the 
possesisor  oi  this  curious  piece  of  mechanism 
would  certainly  make  a  fortune ;  but  the  laborer 
who  put  it  in  motion  would  receive  not  a  cent 
more  than  the  regular  wages  for  turning  a  crank. 
The  occupations  in  which  money  is  laid  out  for 
complicated  machinery,  for  lands,  buildings,  and 
fixtures,  to  accumulate  the  raw  material,  or  the 
meansof  con  verting  it  to  use,  or  keep  on  hand  a  great 
quantity  of  the  articles  manufactured,  so  as  to  dis- 
I  pose  of  them  most  beneficially  in  the  market,  may 
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affard  a  profitable  investment  for  capital,  bat  have 
no  exclusive  nor  peculiar  tendency  to  increase  the 
price  or  the  amount  of  labor.  The  factory  at 
Waltham  tends  to  raise  wages  no  more  than  e very- 
other  establishment,  however  small  its  capital, 
which  employs  the  same  number  of  hands ;  and 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  a  case,  in  which  industry 
or  its  reward  can  be  increased  by  turning  any 
number  of  men  from  one  pursuit  to  another.  The 
machines  and  implements  for  the  aid  of  labor, 
which  can  be  profitably  employed  with  a  very 
small  capital,  such  as  the  tools  of  the  mechanic, 
are  most  useful  to  the  poor;  those  which  require 
a  large  capital,  to  the  rich ;  the  former  tend  to 
diffuse  wealth,  the  latter  to  concentrate  it.  Which 
is  the  most  consonant  to  our  institutions  and  char- 
acter ? 

Those  employments,  such  as  household  manu^ 
factures,  which  do  not  interfere  with  other  busi- 
ness, but  only  occupy  its  intervals,  do,  indeed,  in- 
crease the  quantity  of  industry  in  a  country.  But 
these  need  the  least  encouragement.  The  labor 
devoted  to  them  is  an  absolute  gain  to  the  indi- 
vidual, as  well  as  to  the  public,  and  may  be 
deemed  to  cost  him  nothing ;  hence,  he  is  in  no 
danger  from  the  competition  of  those  who  must 
derive  the  means  of  support,  however  small,  from 
making  similar  articles.  The  same  may  be*said 
of  those  which  afford  occupation  to  children,  and 
to  the  other  classes,  who  now  subsist  with  little  or 
no  occunation.  The  subsistence  of  these  persons 
being  already  provided  for,  their  wages,  in  such 
new  employment,  would  be  clear  profit.  They 
can  really  afford  to  work  for  nothing,  and  will  be 
induced  to  do  so  for  next  to  nothing. 

It  is  incumbent  on  those  who  would  eiveaid  to 
one  class  of  men,  to  be  satisfied,  by  clear  proof, 
that  they  shall  not  materially  injure  another  class, 
who  deserve,  at  least,  protection.  In  th^  year 
1810,  the  United  States  possessed  1,428,827  tons 
of  shipping ;  and,  as  one  seaman  is  required,  on 
an  aveiage,  for  every  twenty  tons,  more  than 
71,000  men  must  have  been  employed  in  that 
capacity.  For  every  hundred  tons  four  tons  of 
iron  are  consumed,  the  price  of  working  which 
is  four  cents  a  pound ;  nence  the  very  labor  of 
the  blacksmith  on  the  iron  used  in  constructing 
those  vessels,  independently  of  subsequent  repairs, 
was  worth  above  lour  millions  and  a  half  or  dol- 
lars. Among  how  many  was  this  divided  1  The 
ship  carpenters,  valuing  their  labor  at  ten  dollars 
a  ton,  one-third  less  than  has  sometimes  been 
paid,  received,  for  building  these  vessels,  more 
than  fourteen  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  a  ffiven 
rule,  that,  for  every  ton  of  shipping,  a  ton  ot  tim- 
ber is  necessary ;  and  for  this,  at  nine  dollars  a 
ton,  the  farmer  must  have  received  nearly  thirteen 
millions. 

The  average  duration  of  our  vessels,  including 
losses  at  sea,  is  estimated,  by  competent  judges, 
to  be  seven  years.  But,  suppose  it  to  be  ten ;  then, 
in  order  to  maintain  the  same  quantity  of  ship- 
ping, these  supplies  must,  every  ten  years,  be  re- 
peated ;  and  this,  in  addition  to  the  whole  amount 
necessary  for  repairs.  Estimate  the  number  of 
men  thus  supported,  and  add  to  them  the  ship^ 


joiners,  the  boat  biiiidersi  Che  maBtHDakersj  the 
block  and  pump-raakers,  the  painters,  gluiers, 
and  plumbers,  the  anchor-smiths,  the  eofipR' 
smiths,  the  carvers,  saik-makers,  riggers,  n^ 
makers,  the  bakers  o(  ship  bread,  the  batchcR, 
and  packers  of  provisions,  the  grocers,  ship  chaF 
dlers,  tallow  chandlers,  the  coopers,  the  lightn- 
men,  the  truckmen,  the  stevedores  and  ItboreK, 
the  gun  smiths^  the  mathematical  instromeDt  mi- 
kers,  the  wharfingers,  the  owners  of  wharves  aa4 
warehouses,  and  all  others  who  derive  a  sobsis- 
tence  from  navigation,  and  their  wives  and  cJiil- 
dren,  and  all  dependent  on  them,  and  see  hov 
wide  a  ruin  would  follow  the  attempt  to  do,  wbai 
we  are  pleased  to  call  '^  commanding  oar  owi 
consumption." 

The  coasting  trade,  it  may  be  said,  will  be  left 
But  to  what  will  this  amount,  after  dedactiog  ill 
that  portion  of  it  which  is  employed  in  traDsai!- 
ting  the  goods  received  from  other  couDtries,  or 
those  destined  to  them,  and  in  the  vast  traffic 
which  ultimately  results  from  foreign  commerce  1 

It  has  been  asserted  that  this  new  project  will 
be  beneficial  to  agriculture  ;  that,  though  tbe 
farmer  will  pay  a  higher  price  for  all  be  bun. 
and  be  taxed  more  than  ever  for  the  support  of  tbe 
Government,  yet,  that  he  will  be  compaisated  for 
this  by  the  creation  of  another  or  better  markd 
for  the  produce  of  the  soil.  Is  this  true  ?  Tba^ 
produce  consists  of  articles  of  food,  or  of  tbenv 
materials  of  manufactures.  How  b  it  pos&ibk 
that  manufactures  should  extend  the  demand  k 
food  ?  Surely  it  will  not  be  pretended,  in  spi{« 
of  our  own  experience,  and  that  of  all  maohsd 
that  manufacturing  countries  increase  most  np- 
idly  in  population,  or  that  they  require  ^^ 
means  of  subsistence  than  others.  The  t'ansa 
feeds  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  now,  ui 
here  he  can  do  no  more.  Since,  then,  the  denaa^ 
for  food  cannot  be  increased,  the  price  can  fee 
raised  only  by  diminishing  the  supply.  If  muf 
now  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil  are  forced  to 
quit  the  pursuit,  the  qoanttty  of  food  raised  mtr 
become  less,  and  the  price,  of  coarse,  gretter. 
Thus  farmers  are  to  be  driven  from  their  preseot 
employment  to  seek  subsistence  in  aaother,  and 
fields  now  under  culture,  and  laden  with  pleetr, 
are  to  be  abandoned  to  desolation ;  and  all  thistix 
the  extension  and  encouragement  of  agrtcultort 
Yet,  though  the  domestic  market  for  Uiod  coaU 
not  thus  be  increased,  the  foreign  market  mtfbt 
and  would  be  diminished ;  for,  we  cannot  afford 
to  export  our  productions  to  other  coontties,  unless 
we  will  take  what  they  can  give  *us  in  retora. 
Now,  our  farmer  undersunds  very  well,  that  a 
foreign  demand  for  his  produce  beaefite  him  by 
advancing  the  price,  not  only  of  that  which  i$ 
exported,  but  of  the  whole  quantity  raised ;  h^ 
obtains  more  money  for  all  that  he  sells,  whether 
it  is  to  be  consumed  at  home  or  abroad. 

The  establishment  of  domestic  maoofactsrei 
would,  indeed,  create  a  demand  at  home  for  ^ 
materials  of  which  they  are  composed,  but,  at  tbe 
same  time,  would  lessen  t^e  foreign  demand  to 
the  same  extent ;  because,  the  nation  which  nov 
supplies  us  would  cease  to  warn  that  quntitr  ot 
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the  raw  material  which  it  conyerts  into  manu- 
iactares,  for  our  market  Aed,  besides,  to  increase 
the  price  of  such  manufactures,  tends  to  diminish 
their  consumption,  and,  consequently,  the  demand 
for  ihem,  ana  for  their  materials.  It  is  the  direct 
interest  of  the  farmer  that  the  raw  materials  raised 
b;  him  should  be  manufactured  as  cheaply  as  pos- 
sible, in  order  to  increase  this  consumption  and 
demand.  It  is  also  his  direct  interest,  for  this  rea- 
son, that  the  smaller  the  portion  of  the  price  paid 
by  the  consumer,  which  the  manufacturer  takes 
for  his  share,  the  larger  the  proportion  which  the 
cditirator  receives  for  his.  The  extent  to  which 
his  productions  are  manufactured  and  used  is  all 
that  affects  him ;  no  matter  by  whom  it  is  done, 
or  where.  Some  appear  to  imagine  that  our  soil 
mast  always  produce  the  same  quantity,  and  that 
we  hare  only  to  determine  whether  it  shall  be 
made  use  of  at  home  or  abroad.  But  this  is  not 
so.  The  productions  of  agriculture  are  created  by 
the  call  for  them.  The  existence  of  more  graiu 
and  cotton  than  we  actually  use,  is  only  the  con- 
sequence of  the  demand  for  exportation.  Destroy 
the  cause,  (as  would  be  done  by  prohibiting  im- 
portations,) and  what  will  become  of  the  effect  ? 

There  is,  however,  an  argument  in  favor  of  en- 
couraging particular  employments  by  bounties  or 
(axes,  whicn  merits  a  different  consideration.  It 
has  been  lastly  urged,  that  there  may  be  occupa- 
tions peculiarly  adapted  to  our  situation  and  char- 
acter, and  which,  if  once  established,  might  be 
carried  on  here  better  than  elsewhere,  so  as  to 
.afford  their  productions  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  is 
now  paid  for  them.  And  yet  habit,  and  indolence, 
and  the  natural  attachment  of  men  to  the  pur- 
suits in  which  they  have  been  educated,  and  the 
immediate  expense  of  commencing  the  business, 
and  the  want  of  that  skill  which  only  time  and 
experience  can  give,  and  a  doubt  how  soon  or 
bow  certainly  the  profit  will  be  realized, — may 
deter  individuals  from  engaging  in  these  occupa- 
tions, and  induce  them  to  persist  in  others  less  prof- 
itable to  themselves  and  to  the  public ;  and  that, 
if  these  difficulties  can  be  overcome  by  a  present 
tax,  which  will  be  more  than  compensated  by  the 
redaction  of  prices  hereafter,  it  is  ^ood  policy  and 
economy  to  impose  it.  On  this  principle,  encour- 
agement has  always  been  given  by  our  Govern- 
ment to  particular  pursuits ;  and  it  should  always 
be  given,  to  the  full  extent  that  this  principle  will 
warrant.  By  it^  adoption,  the  whole  subject  is 
made  a  mere  question  of  economy— of  economy 
to  consumers,  who  are  all  the  people ;  and  it  be- 
comes our  duty,  not  how  to  make  manufactures 
dear,  but  how  to  make  them,  on  the  whole,  cheap 
and  abundant.  The  best,  and  perhaps  the  only 
effectual  mode  of  doing  it,  is  to  promote  competi- 
tion at  the  lowest  prices. 

There  is  a  difference,  in  this  respect,  between 
na  vigation  and  manufactures.  Our  ships  engaged 
in  foreign  trade  derive  no  advantage,  even  in  our 
own  market,  from  being  near  it;  for  all  vessels 
must  make  mo  passages,  in  order  to  carry  goods 
from  one  country  to  another,  and  brin^  back  the 
riftarns ;  and  it  makes  no  dinerence  which  coun- 
try is  the  first  starting  place.    Our  ships,  too,  when 


in  the  ports  of  a  foreign  nation,  are  liable  to  have 
a  tax  imposed  on  them,  which  shall  prevent  their 
entering  into  a  fair  competition  with  those  of  that 
nation  in  the  trade  between  us.  But  our  manu- 
factures used  at  home  (and  these  only  are  bene- 
fited by  an  impost)  have  an  advantage  over  all 
foreign  goods,  equal  both  to  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting the  latter,  estimated  by  Mr.  Hamilton  at 
between  fifteen  and  thirty  per  cent.,  and  to  the 
duty  imposed  on  their  importation  here  for  the 
purpose  of  revenue. 

Besides,  no  other  nation  can  tax  our  manufac- 
tures, so  as  to  prevent  their  entering  into  compe- 
tition with  its  own  in  our  market,  or  can  give  its 
own  any  advantage  over  ours,  but  by  granting  a 
bountv  on  their  exportation  from  its  dominions. 
This  Dountj  is  never,  in  fact,  equal  to  the  cost  of 
transportation  and  the  impost  here ;  and  should  it 
in  any  instance  be  greater,  an  equality  would  be 
produced  by  laying  an  additional  duty,  equal  to 
the  difference,  on  importations  from  the  single 
country  which  granted  the  bounty.  The  policy 
of  producing  equality  by  such  means — of  raising 
prices  to  produce  competition  at  high  rates,  when 
competition  is  useful  only  as  it  lessens  them — 
may  well  be  doubted.  But,  on  any  ground,  by 
what  train  of  reasoning  can  it  be  shown,  that,  be- 
cause a  bounty  is  granted  on  the  exportation  of 
linens  from  England,  it  would  promote  a  free  and 

?[eneral  competition  to  prohibit  or  tax  those  brought 
irom  Germany?  Yet  this  is  the  motive  assigned 
for  imposing  a  duty  of  six  cents  and  a  quarter  on 
every  yard  of  German  linen  costing  ten  cents. 

According  to  the  principle  above  laid  down,  the 
reason  for  a  tax  increasing  the  price  of  goods 
for  a  time  being  to  lessen  it  afterwards,  and  the 
only  motive  for  a  present  monopoly  to  create  future 
competition,  it  follows  as  an  invariable  rule  that 
such  tax  or  monopoly  ou^ht  never  to  be  perpetual; 
for  this  would  be  sacrificing  the  end  to  the  naeans. 
As  the  burden  thus  imposed  on  the  public  is  cer- 
tain and  immediate,  it  follows  also  that  those  who 
call  for  it  must  show  that  a  full  equivalent  will 
ultimately  be  received  in  the  reduction  of  prices; 
otherwise,  the  bargain  is  a  bad  one.-  Again,  since 
every  benefit  ought  to  be  purchased  as  cheaply  as 
possible,  it  follows  still  turther  that  they  must 
prove  the  present  tax  to  be  the  smallest  which  is 
competent  to  effect  their  professed  object;  for  all 
beyond  this  is  a  useless  sacrifice.  It  is,  in  our  opin- 
ion, an  insuperable  objection  to  the  proposed  bill, 
that  its  advocates  make  no  attempt  to  show  to 
what  the  ad  vantage  which  they  expect  will  amount, 
or  what  amount  of  taxes  is  requisite  for  its  attain- 
ment. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  employments  which  need 
the  smallest  encouragement  are  best  fitted  to  our 
actual  condition,  and  most  conducive  to  our  pros- 
perity ;  and  those  which  can  be  supported  oniy  by 
great  bounties  or  taxes  are  shown  by  that  very 
fact  to  be  at  least  adapted  to  our  character  and 
circumstances,  and  least  likely  to  occasion  a  reduc- 
tion of  prices  hereafter,  by  sustaining  a  free  and 
general  competition  at  the  lowest  rates.  The  en- 
terprise and  activity  of  our  citizens  leave  little 
doubt  that  the  pursuits  most  appropriate  to  our 
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of  all  the  other  classes  of  oar  citizens.  The  Con- 
stitution imposes  on  Congress  the  great  duty  of 
"  promoting  the  general  welfare."  To  lay  lazes 
which  will  operate  as  prohibitions  and  restrictions 
on  trade,  which  will  promote  exclusive  interestb 
at  the  national  expense,  which  imposes  heavy 
burdens  on  the  many,  and  gives  to  the  few  the 
benefits  of  a  monopoly,  cannot  be  consistent  with 
that  sacred  duty.  Nor  can  we  believe  that  the 
general  welfare  will  be  promoted  by  attempts  to 
regulate  the  industry  of  individuals,  by  forcing 
them  out  of  employments  in  which  they  have  ac- 
quired skill  and  experience,  into  others,  of  which 
they  are  ignorant ;  or  by  laws  inevitably  leading 
to  illicit  trade  and  infractions  of  the  revenue. 

Popular  sentiment  with  regard  to  evasions  of 
the  revenue  laws  has  hitherto  been  on  the  side  of 
Government,  and  the  moral  feeling  of  the  people 
has  been  a  greater  security  to  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  than  all  the  oaths  and  regulations  of  the 
custom-houses.  Establish  prohibitory  or  extrava- 
gant duties,  and  the  sense  of  injury  which  would 
arise  from  the  belief  that  the  burden  is  laid  to  pro- 
mote a  particular  interest,  superadded  to  the  desire 
to  profit  by  illicit  tramc,  would  enlist  public 
opinion  in  tavor  of  the  contraband  dealer,  and  he 
would  enjoy,  from  a  large  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity, a  degree  of  countenance,  sympathy,  and  even 
protection,  which  he  would  now  look  for  in 
vain. 

Should  the  change  of  popular  sentiment  take 
place,  where,  it  mav  be  askeJ,  is  the  securit)r  of 
the  revenue  ?  Would  even  a  navy  along  our  im- 
mense line  of  seacoast  be  a  sufficient  protection  ? 
We  may  guard  against  smogeling  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  our  principal  ports,  but  what  is 
to  prevent  it  on  our  northern  frontier,  and  in  our 
nutnerous  bays  and  inlets,  from  Maine  to  Florida? 
Besides,  the  diminution  of  the  revenue  which 
would  arise  from  smuggling,  there  would  be  a  still 
greater  reduction  in  consequence  of  the  enormotis 
duties  contemplated  by  the  proposed  bill.  All  the 
lower-priced  cotton  goods,  flannels,  and  other 
coarse  woollens,  hemp,  iron,  alum,  copperas,  guns, 
most  of  the  enumerated  articles  of  hardware,  and 
many  other  articles  which  now  pay  the  Treasury 
large  sunns  in  duties,  would  either  cease  to  be  law- 
fully imported,  or  would  be  brought  into  the  coun- 
try in  small  quantities;  and  the  Qovernment 
would  have  to  resort  to  some  mode  of  taxation, 
bearing  upon  every  part  of  the  community,  in 
order  to  supply  the  deficiency  occasioned  by  exclu- 
sive encouragement  to  a  particular  interest. 

The  revenue  would  also  decrease  from  a  general 
decrease  of  commerce  and  navigation.  If  we 
prohibit  or  extravagantly  tax  foreign  productions 
they  cannot  be  imported  into  our  country,  and  if 
we  do  not  buy  from  other  nations  what  they  have 
to  sell  and  what  we  want,  can  it  be  expected  that 
they  will  take  from  us  our  commodities  ?  If  we 
do  not  buy^  we  cannot  sell ;  for,  on  the  supply  of 
mutual  wants  is  founded  all  the  intercourse  and 
all  the  commerce  of  nations,  and  when  they  cease 
to  be  mutual  they  cease  to  exist.  Restrictive  sys- 
tems first  operate  on  commerce,  then  on  naviga- 
tion and  agriculture,  and  when  those  great  inter^ 


ests  are  prostrated,  they  Deceaaarily  bring  dovo 
with  them  the  revenues  of  the  GrovemmeDt 

But,  perhaps  it  will  be  said  that  the  great  io* 
crease  of  American  manufactures  will  make  op 
not  only  the  deficiency  of  supply,  but  the  deficie&q 
of  the  revenue;  that  period  may  be  within oot 
prospect,  although  we  have  not  yet  seen  its  tp- 
proach ;  whenever  it  does  arrive  we  will  radily 
acknowledge  that  we  have  been  mistaken  in  sll 
the  views  which  we  have  enterlaioed ;  and  will 
cheerfully  yield  to  the  manuikctttriog  iiitemt 
every  encouragement  which  it  demands. 

A  princii^e  which  runs  throogk  the*"  proposed 
bill  has  particularly  attracted  the  attention  of  ]^(w 
memorialists.  The  spirit  of  patriotiam  wfaiciip- 
poses  to  tax  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  t  lev. 
proposes  also  to  lay  the  burden  on  the  poor  and 
to  exempt  the  rich.  Those  articles  wnicb  are 
consumed  by  the  poorer  and  more  laborious  classes 
of  our  inhabitants,  are  loaded  with  enormoas  do- 
ties,  while  those  used  almost  exclusively  by  the  n(i 
are  taxed  at  a  comparatively  low  rate.  A  lev 
instances  will  illustrate  this  position.  The  dotift 
on  low-priced  cotton  goods,  on  cheap  flannels,  aad 
low-priced  woollens,  will,  according  to  the  pro- 
posed bill,  be  from  60  to  100  per  cenL;  and  ca 
low-priced  guns,  140  per  cenL  on  the  first  coit 
These  are  almost  exclusively  used  by  the  to 
wealthy  part  of  our  nopulation ;  while  the  fiae 
cottons  which  pay  2o  per  cent.,  fipe  broadcloik 
which  pay  30  per  cent,  and  elegant  fowlia; 
pieces,  which,  by  this  unskilful  project,  will  pty^ 
per  cent,  only,  are  almost  exclusively  used  bf  tae 
rich. 

Another  feature  of  the  bill  before  your  honorable 
body  is  equally  partial  and  impolitic.  Tbe  Coo- 
stittttion  of  ^e  United  States  was  instiuitcd,  not 
only  to  ''  form  a  more  perfect  union,"  bat  to  *"  es- 
tablish justice,"  and  ''promote  the  geoemlwd- 
iare."  Henoe,  the  burdens  on  the  people  sboold 
be  as  equally  distributed  as  possible,  and  Uvs 
which  impose  taxes  having  a  sectional  bearing 
ought  to  be  carefully  avoided.  It  is  well  known 
that,  in  a  number  of  the  States  of  our  Federal 
Union,  there  are  lew  or  no  manufactories,  and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  those  States  are  almost  ei* 
cloeively  agriculturists.  Is  it  just,  is  it  pohtic; 
will  it  contribute  to  promote  those  feelings  of  coo- 
raon  interest,  and  mutual  kindness,  oa  wbicb  tbis 
Union  was  founded,  and  which  are  its  strongest 
cement,  to  lay  onerous  duties  on  the  coonimptioa 
of  the  inhabitants  of  those  States,  in  order  to  es- 
tablish great  workshops  in  other  pamof  oar  coon- 
try  ?  If  this  is  done,  it  may  not  t)e  the  sole  erj^. 
or  the  least  injury,  which  the  bill  in  question  wm 
inflict  on  the  citizens  of  the  Sooth.  It  majr  lead 
to  results  which  will  jeopardize  the  value  ol  cot- 
ton, the  great  supie  of  that  section  of  tbe  Unum. 

The  bill  proposes  duties  which  are  n«"M 
not  quite,  prohibitory  on  most  of  the  niana£iciiired 
cotton  goods  which  are  derived  from  GreatBriwo^ 
If  this  should  lead  to  countervailing  dottei  oo  iw 
part  of  that  nation,  their  bearing  and  conseqaen^ 
may  be  imagined  from  a  few  imporiani  »^*- 
In  1823,  there  was  imported  into  Great  m^^ 
more  than  420,000  bales  of  cotton  from  the  lini^ 
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Sttiet.    Diiriog  the  year  1822,  tlie  maftuAbctared 
cotton  goods,  of  every  description,  imported  into 
the  United  States  from  Qreat  Britain,  after  add- 
ing 20  per  cent,  for  wastage  on  raanufaeittring, 
was  eqaal  in  weight  to  36,444  bales  of  cotton,  of 
300  lbs.  each.    In  1823,  the  quantity  nayamoont 
to  40,000  bales.    Great  Britain  is,  therefore,  oor 
costomer  for  420.000  bales,  and  we  are  her  ens* 
tomers  for  40,000  Iwles.  If  we  impose  prohibitory, 
or  fery  heary,  duties  on  her  manufactured  goods, 
may  ^he  not  meet  us  by  a  countervailing  duty  on 
Aowrican  cotton  ?    The  culture  of  cotton  is  ex* 
tending  in  Spanish  and  Portuguese  America,  in 
India,  and  other  paru  of  the  world ;  and  we  may, 
by  our  own  mistakes,  raise  up  successful  compe- 
tition in  the  greatest  staple  our  nation  eaa  boast 
of.  A  doty  in  Qreat  Britain  on  American  cotton, 
or  a  bounty  on  the  cotton  of  her  Asiatic  depen* 
dencies,  of  two  oence  sterling  per  pound,  would 
introduce  anaually  into  her  manufactories  many 
thousand  bales  ot  India  cotton,  to  the  exelimon 
of  the  cotton  grown  in  the  Southern  and  Western 
sections  of  this  Republic. 

It  is  painful  to  )rour  memorialists  to  perceive, 
that,  while  the  nation  just  alluded  to  is  begiiminff 
to  see  the  advantages  of  a  free  commerce,  and 
the  evils  of  restrictive  laws,  and  her  statesmen  are 
about  to  form  their  systems  of  trade  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  true  political  economy,  attempts  are 
making  in  the  United  Slates  to  induce  the  Na* 
tional  Grovernment  to  adopt  a  narrow  and  retro- 
grade  policy,  and  to  persuade  our  legislators  that 
prohibitory  regulations  and  laws,  calculated  to 
promote  partial  and  exclusive  interests,  siich  as 
tiave  disgraced  Spain  and  China,  are  the  most 
VIM  and  politic*  The  old  maxim,  to  sell  dear 
ind  to  buy  cheap,  is  inverted  \  and  it  is  now  found 
hat  to  pay  high  and  to  sell  low,  is  the  true  road 
o  national  wealth  and  prosperity.  It  was  for- 
nerly  believed,  that  national  mdustryeoasisted  in 
he  growing  of  cotton,  rice,  flour,  tobacco,  ashes, 
laxseed,  sugar,  raising  of  beef  and  pork,  the  bnildp 
og  oi  ships,  navigating  them,  and  in  the  nuoMr^ 
us  trades  inseparably  connected  with  commeree} 
low,  naiiomA  induOry  is  ingeniously  construed  to 
lean  labor  in  manufacturing  estabushmeats. 
Your  memorialistfl  readily  admit,  that,  on  some 
rtielesof  luxury,  there  may,  without  disadvantage, 
e  an  increase  of  duty,  should  the  exigencies  of 
le  Grovemmcnt  demand  it ;  aad  that  the  existing 
\nS  requires  some  modifications ;  but  such  modi- 
eatioQs,  to  be  useful,  ought  to  be  gradual,  and  to 
e  founded  on  the  wants  and  feelin|pB  of  the  vari- 
as  interests  of  the  community.  It  is  not  to  salu- 
ry  changes  that  we  object,  but  to  a  system  of 
'oliibitioa  and  exclusion;  a  system  calculated  to 
ise  up  one  interest  and  to  prostrate  every  other* 
le  feel  not  the  slightest  hoatility  towards  our 
fio  w-citizens  who  are  occupied  in  manufacture 
^ ;  it  gives  ua  sincere  pleasure  to  believe  that 
ey  are  now  engaged  in  the  most  profitable  branch 
industry,  and  we  hope  they  will  continue  to  do 
?1L  These  sentiments,  while  they  are  sincerely 
tertaioed,  are,  at  the  same  time,  perfectly  con- 
ten  t  with  the  opinion,  that  the  manufacturer 
.sf   no  more  right  to  ihe  favor  and  protection  of 


his  Qovemment,  than  the  fiirmer,  the  mechanic, 
the  navigator,  or  the  merchant. 
-  Your  memorialists  fufiv  believe,  that  the  bill 
now  before  your  honorable  bodv  is  unjust  in  its 
principles,  and  injurious  in  its  aetails ;  that  it  is 
calcnlated  to  pro<nioe  unhappy  efieets  on  the  in- 
terests of  a  body  of  citizens,  while  it  cherishes  and 
elevates  the  interests  of  a  particular  part ;  that  if 
it  should,  without  material  alterations,  become  a 
law,  it  will  promote  smuggling,  impair  the  reve- 
nue, lessen  confidence  in  Uovernment,  and  |Mrove 
injurious  to  commerce,  navigation,  and  agricul- 
ture ;  and  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  under  which  we  live.  Sincerely 
imjnressed  with  the  truth  and  ii^portance  of  these 
opmions,  we  feel  it  to  be  our  bounden  duty  to 
remonstrate  against  the  said  bill,  and  to  pray 
vonr  honorable  body,  that  it  may  not  become  a 
law  of  the  land. 

WM.  BAYARD,  PrtMideni. 

JoBN  PiNTARD,  Secrdaty. 

New  York,  January  30, 1824. 


MEMORIAL 


0/the  eUiuM  <tf  Rickm^iid  and  MandkaUr,  w  Vir- 
ffimoj  upon  the  $Meet  of  the  propped  iarif,  now 
btfm  QmgnsB.'^E^bruary  17,  1824. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Richmond  and 
Manchester,  at  the  Merchants*  Coffee-House, 
in  the  City  of  Richmond,  on  Saturday,  the  14th 
of  February^  1824,  called  b)r  the  chairman  of  a 
former  meeting,  .on  the  subject  of  the  proposed 
tariff,  now  before  Congress— 

The  committee  appointed  at  that  meeting  to 

grepare  a  memorial  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
itates  in  opposition  thereto,  presented  the  same, 
which  was  read,  and  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
meeting.     Whereupon — 

Resuvedy  That  a  copy  of  the  memorial|  just 
adopted,  be  signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary, 
and  transmitted  to  the  Representative  in  Congress 
from  this  district,  and  like  copies  be  furnished  to 
the  editors  of  newspapers  in  this  city. 

The  memorial  of  sundry  merchants,  and  other 
citizens  of  Richmond  and  Manchester*  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  respectfully  rep* 
resents: 

That  they  hav«  been  much  alarmed  by  the  in- 
troduction of  a  bill  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, entitled  ^<  A  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts 
for  imposing  duties  on  imports." 

Your  memorialists  have  entertained  the  opinion 
that  the  present  tariff  is  too  high,  and  that  its  ex- 
orbitance has  caused,  in  many  instances,  the  con- 
sumers of  manufactured  articles  to  pay  heavy 
bounties  to  our  own  manufacturers,  whereby  great 
benefits  have  accrued  to  that  class,  at  the  expense 
of  the  agricultural  and  commercial  classes,  which 
constitute  the  great  bulk  of  our  people.  Your 
memorialists  did  entertain  the  hope  that  the  man- 
ufacturers would  have  been  satisfied  with  the 
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great  aid  which  these  high  duties  hare  rendered 
to  them  ;  but  in  this  they  are  entirely  disappointed, 
and  find  that  that  small  but  persevering  class  of 
the  community  have,  by  their  exertions,  been  en* 
abled  to  lay  before  the  assembled  Representatives 
of  the  people  a  scheme,  by  which  that  people  shall 
be  compelled  to  submit  to  the  alternative  of  pay- 
ing still  more  exorbitant  prices  for  articles  of 
ffreat  necessity  and  convenience,  or  to  buy  simi- 
lar articles  of  inferior  valae  of  domestic  fabrica- 
tion, at  almost  equally  high  prices,  or  to  abandon 
the  use  of  them  altogether.  And  for  what  pur- 
pose is  it,  that  this  people  are  now  required  to 
submit  to  these  heavy  exactions  ?  Is  it  to  provide 
a  revenue  for  a  parental  Gtovernment,  which  is 
charged  with  our  defence?  No  such  purpose  is 
pretended. 

The  revenue  appears,  from  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  from  tnelast  Mes- 
sage of  the  President,  to  be  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition ;  and  the  motive  which  has  been  avowed 
for  this  new  system  is,  that  the  manufactures  of 
our  own  country  may  be  fostered  and  protected. 

Your  memorialists  do  not  mean  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  the  question,  whether  Con- 
gress have  any  Constitutional  power  to  lay  and 
collect  imposts  and  duties,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  encouragement  and  protection  to  one  class 
of  the  community,  to  the  injury,  and  at  the  ex- 
pense, of  all  other  classes ;  they  will  merely  ven- 
ture to  suggest,  that  this  important  power  was 
granted  by  the  Constitution  K>r  the  express  pur- 
pose of  ^  paying  the  debts,  and  providing  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  j"  and  they  cannot  perceive  how  this 
general  object  can  be  attained  by  fostering  a  par- 
ticular class,  to  the  prejudice  of  others. 

Whenever  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  in- 
crease the  tariff  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  reve- 
nue, to  be  ai)propriated  tor  the  good  of  the  whole, 
your  memorialists  have  not  complained,  nor  will 
they  ever  complain,  when  it  shall  be  found  neces- 
sary for  such  purpose;  but  they  cannot  believe 
that  Congress  are  acting  entirely  within  their  le- 
gitimate sphere,  when  they  depart  from  this  great 
object,  and  put  their  hands  into  the  pockets  of  the 
great  mass  of  the  people,  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
ferring the  money  there  found  into  the  pockets  of 
the  favored  few. 

When  we  consider  the  progressive  increase  of 
duties  which  has  taken  place  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Federal  Government  to  this  time,  we 
must  be  convinced  that  our  manufactures  have, 
by  the  mere  operation  of  laws  intended  princi- 
pally for  the  raising  a  revenue,  been  fostered  and 
protected  to  a  prodigious  extent.  In  consequence 
thereof,  there  are  many  articles  of  forei^  manu- 
facture that  are  now  seldom,  if  ever,  imported. 
How  rarely  do  we  hear  of  the  importation  of  the 
manufactures  of  leather,  lead,  pewter,  and  tin ; 
paper,  stationery,  hats,  dbc;  paints,  twine,  man- 
ufactures of  iron,  together  with  the  coarser  fabrics 
of  cotton !  These,  and  many  others,  may  be  al- 
most considered  as  prohibit^.  Where,  then,  is 
the  legislative  encouragement  to  stop  ?  As  we 
advance,  the  point  at  which  it  is  to  terminate  is 


continoally  receding  from  os;  we  fear  we  sbail 
never  reach  sit,  till  we  are  barred  by  a  toul  pro- 
hibition. 

To  this  result  we  seem  to  be  adranciof  Re- 
ally, but  certainly.  When  a  heavy  duty  b  iirst 
imposed  on  foreign  articles,  the  maDofaetorcR 
seem,  for  awhile,  to  be  contented;  becaosethe 
encouragement,  thus  given  to  them,  enables  cbose 
whose  capitals  are  already  invested,  or  tboot  to 
be  invested,  in  manufactures,  to  realize  gmi 
profits.  These  great  profits,  however,  after  i 
time,  induce  so  much  capital  to  be  vested  in  those 
establishments,  that  a  reduetion  in  profits  nata- 
rally  takes  place ;  instead  of  oonteotment,  dissat- 
isfaction again  begins  to  show  iCsdf ;  they  erf  get 
that  they  want  protection  and  enooorajgeneat; 
they  harass  Congress  with  their  importunate  da- 
mor ;  they  roust  have  sttU  higher  duties,  or  tbor 
establishments  will  fall  to  decay.  Thus,  they  t^ 
quire  restriction  upon  restriction,  ontil  tbef  sac- 
eeed  in  destroying  all  corapetition,  by  prohibit- 
in  j^  the  introduction  of  such  foreign  goods  n 
might  interfere  with  goods  of  their  own  fabn- 
cation. 

This  seems,  to  your  memorialists,  to  be  the  coov 
of  things,  and  against  the  disastrous  and  raioocs 
result  of  such  course  we  trust  that  your  body  will 
save  the  nation. 

Your  memorialists  have  every  reason  to  beiiert 
that  the  proposed  tariff,  if  adopted,  will  openi^ 
oppressively  on  the  agriculture,  eommerce,  aad 
navigation,  of  the  country;  that  it  will  dimlDisfa  ibc 
revenue,  lead  to  direct  taxes^  and  introdoee  a  sy^ 
tematized  plan  of  smuggling,  the  extent  and  e^ 
of  which  cannot  be  foretold. 

The  oppressive  character  of  this  measure  wiii 
be  attempted  to  be  shown  by  a  few  examples. 

The  first  clause  of  the  bill  provides,  that  on  all 
manufaetures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  shall  be 
a  component  part,  a  duty  of  30  per  cent  ad  va- 
lorem shall  be  imposed,  uoUl  the  30th  Jaae,  1% 
and  after  that,  a  duty  of  33|  percent,  ad  valoreffli 
and  it  is  provided,  that  those  woollen  goods,  tk 
original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  im- 
ported, with  the  addition  of  10  per  cent,  shsii  be 
less  than  80  cents  per  square  yard,  shall,  with  saa 
addition,  be  deemed  and  uken  to  have  cost  %' 
cents  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with 
duty  accordingly. 

At  the  port  of  Richmond,  for  Che  year  182S. 
there  were  imported  nearly  300  bales  of  s  coaise 
woollen  cloth,  known  by  the  name  of  napt  cotto» 
This  is  an  article  peculiarly  well  adt|Med  to  the 
clothing  of  our  laborers ;  and,  altboogh  in  the 
farming  counties  the  existing  high  duties  on  coaise 
woollens  have  driven  the  farn^rs  to  the  don)«K 
manufacture  of  negro  clothing,  yet,  in  tobaeoo- 
makittg  districts,  the  purchase  of  napt  cottons  his 
yet  been  found  more  advantageous  thsn  hmlj 
manufactures,  fiaeh  of  these  bales  of  napt  eoi- 
tons  contains  twenty  pieces,  and  each  piece  tveoty 
yards,  of  the  width  of  twenty-seven  inches.  Ac- 
cording to  actual  invoices,  these  bales,  inctodtag 
packages  at  the  place  whence  imported^  cost,  oo 
an  average,  twenty-six  pounds,  nine  shilling*  s*'" 
ling  each. 
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Thus  30O  bales  then 
cost    -       -        - 

Charges  which  are 
nowsubjeettoduty 
10  per  cent. 


£7,935  00 


793  10 


£8,728  10f.»938,793  33 
The  existing  duty,  of  25  per  centom  ad 

Talorem,gives'to  the  Treasury  -  9,698  33 
Doty  DOW  proposed  will  be  on  300  bales, 
each  containing  400  running  yards, 
or  300  square  yards^  is  90,000  sqaare 
yards  which  cost,  with  charges,  about 
32  cents  per  running  yard,  but  are  to 
be  taken  as  having  cost  80  cents  per 
square  yard,  is  -  -  -  -  72,000  00 
A  daty  of  30  per  cent,  gives  to  the 

Treasury 21,600  00 

A  duty  of  33^  per  cent,  after  June, 

1825 24,000  00 

So  that,  by  the  operation  of  the  proposed  tariff, 
the  tobacco  planters  who  trade  with  Richmond 
wiii  be  compelled  to  pay,  upon  this  single  article, 
io  daties  to  the  Government,  unlil  the  30th  June, 
1825,  the  sum  of  (11,901  67 ;  and  after  that  time, 
the  enormous  sum  of  14,301  dollars  67  cents  more 
than  they  now  pay  1 

According  to  the  invoices  before  mentioned,  the 
average  price  of  the  said  article,  with  the  charges, 
may  be  set  down  at  32  cents  the  running  yard,  at 
the  place  whence  imported,  and  the  duty  thereon 
about  eight  cents.  According  to  the  proposed 
tariff  of  30  per  cent,  the  doty  will  be  about  18 
cents,  and  at  33^  will  be  about  20  cents  the  run- 
nlng  yard,  that  is  to  say,  instead  of  the  present 
lieavy  duty  of  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  the  pro- 
posed bill  will  levy  upon  the  consumer  of  this  ar- 
iele  about  55^  per  cent,  in  one  ease,  and  ^  per 
sent,  in  the  other,  on  the  original  cost  of  the  ar- 
ticle !  What  is  the  effect  7  Add  to  these  enor^ 
nous  diuies  the  unusual  expenses  of  purchasing, 
hipping,  insurance,  freight,  mercantile  profit,  die., 
fee.,  and  the  article  which  now  costs  the  consumer 
rom  33  to  55  cents  per  running  yard,  will  proba- 
cy cost  him  from  50  to  75  cents.  He  cannot  af- 
9rd  to  pay  it,  he  cannot  parehase  it  from  the  mer- 
bant,  and  the  latter  will  cease  to  import  it. 
It  amoonts,  then,  to  a  prohibition.  The  com- 
lercial  capital  heretofore  employed  in  the  procure- 
lent  of  that  article,  must  be  thrown  oat  of  that 
upioyment.  The  importing  merchant  loses  his 
rofit,  the  sailors  their  wages,  the  ship  owner  his 
'eight,  auid  the  Government  its  revenue*  But 
le  tobaceo  planter  must  still  procure  his  coarse 
'oollens;  and  he  has  no  other  resort  but  the  north- 
•n  maottfiictorer.  The  latter  sells  some  substi- 
ited  article,  (nnist  probably  of  inferior  value) 
ily  a  litde  lower  than  the  increased  price  of  the 
reign  article.  The  difference  between  the  pres- 
it  price  of  the  imported  article,  and  the  price 
hich  tbe  northern  maauiacture  will  cost  him,  is 
I  entire  loss  to  the  planter.  Let  us  suppose  that 
is  difference  is  from  15  to  20  cents  the  running 
rci,  (and  it  cannot  possibly  be  less,)  and  the 
anter  must  pay  his  tribute  annually  to  the 
•rthern  capitalist,  without  any  equivalent  to  hioir 


self,  and  with  great  loss  to  the  Gk)vernment.  And 
here  let  us  pause  for  a  moment,  and  ask  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  for  what  reasoa  this  tre- 
mendous exaction  is  required  from  the  planter  ? 
it  is  declared  that  the  great  object  is  to  foster  and 
encourage  national  industry.    What !  is  not  the 

Jilanter  a  part  of  the  nation  as  well  as  the  manu- 
iacturer  ?  And  if  you  plunder  one  part  of  the 
nation  to  enrich  another,  do  you  thereby  encourage 
national  industry?  .No!  This  is  an  esregious 
abuse  of  terms,  by  which  we  are  to  be  gulled  and 
cheated.  Whatever  may  be  the  object,  the  effect 
of  this  measure  will  be  to  foster  local  industry, 
and  to  give  enormous  profits  to  local  capital,  it 
will  impoverish  the  consumer,  while  it  will  enrich 
the  manufacturer. 

We  do  most  seriously  protest  against  this  strong 
effort  to  compel  the  Southern  planters  to  pay  more 
than  an  Algerine  tribute  to  the  Northern  capi- 
talists. 

A  review  of  many  other  parts  of  the  proposed 
tariff  will  display  objections  to  it  equally  as  for- 
cible as  those  we  have  urged.  Thus,  it  may  be 
proved,  that  the  proposed  duty  on  piaina  will  be 
an  advance  on  the  first  cost  of  from  50  to  88  per 
cent,  according  to  the  original  cost.  On  cotton 
ffoods,  the  minimum  cost  of  which  is  fixed  by  the 
bill  at  35  cents  the  square  yard,  the  duty  will  be 
equally  oppressive.  Thus,  on  printed  calicoes, 
which  cost  from  4^  to  7^.  sterling,  the  duty  will 
be  from  40  to  64  per  cent,  on  the  first  cost ;  on 
cotton  shirtings,  cost  price  from  4^.  to  9d.  ster- 
ling, it  will  1^  from  49  to  70  per  cent.;  on  cotton 
brown  Hollands,  which  cost  Ad.  it  will  be  72  per 
cent.;  on  cambric  muslins,  which  cost  from  4<i.  to 
12<<.,  it  will  be  from  50  to  95  per  cent.,  and  so  on 
with  many  others. 

Your  memorialists  will  state  one  other  example 
of  the  effect  to  be  expected  from  excessive  duties. 
It  is  proposed  by  the  present  scheme  to  lay  a  duty 
on  wrought  nails  of  five  cents  per  pound,  in  1817 
the  duty  was  three  cents.  At  that  duty  there  was 
imported  into  Richmond,  and  chiefly  in  American 
ships,  123,972  pounds,  giving  to  the  Treasury 
93,699  16  duty.  The  duty  was  afterwards  raised 
to  four  cents,  and  the  whole  import  of  nails,  during 
the  year  1822,  into  the  same  port,  as  entered  at  the 
custom-house,  consisted  of 

3,635  pounds  in  American  vessels, 
56,960      do      in  foreign         do. 

60,595,  which,  at  4  cents,  is  92,423  80. 

This  statement  shows  that  three  cenu  produced 
more  revenue,  by  50  per  cent.,  than  four  cents, 
and  gave  employment  to  our  own  ships*  That 
the  latter  duty  amounted  to  a  prohibition,  or  nearly 
so,  is  evident,  since  the  ships  by  which  they  were 
imported  were  chiefly  chartered  in  Europe,  to 
load  in  Virginia  with  tobacco  and  cotton,  and  the 
nails,  serving  as  ballast,  were  convejred  free  of 
freight.  Although  the  present  duty  of  4  ctnts  is 
so  excessive,  yet  it  is  proposed  by  the  bill  to  lay  an 
additional  duty  of  25  per  cent.  What  can  be 
more  obvious  than  this,  that  the  point  to  be  attained 
is  a  total  and  complete  prohibition? 

Your  memorialuts  Mieve  that  the  proposed 
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bill,  if  it  becomes  a  law,  will  produee  tke  fellow- ' 
log  effects: 

1.  That  it  will  gfeatly  increase  the  bufdens  of 
the  farmer)  the  planter,  and  other  oonsuaaers*  It 
will  compel  them  to  pay  dear  for  those  articles  of 
necessity  and  conyeaience  for  which  they  now' 
pay  comparatively  less.  They  will  probably  cease 
4o  purchase  the  foreign  articles,  iMit  the  home 
manufacturer  will  uke  care  that  the  domestic 
article,  substituted  in  its  place,  shall  only  cost  a 
little  less  than  the  foreign.  And,  as  he  will  hare 
a  moDO[)ol]r  of  the  artide,  without  any  foreign 
competition,  his  own  price  will  be  ized  on  it. 

2.  It  will  injure  the  commercial  intereet,  be* 
cause,  unless  the  merchant  can  meet  with  ready 
sales,  and  make  a  reasonable  profit  on  hb  sales,  he 
must  cease  to  import. 

3.  It  will  injure  the  narigation  and  tooaage  oi 
the  country,  for,  as  oor  imports  decrease,  so  must 
our  shipping,  our  seamen,  and  our  foreign  trade. 

4.  It  will  diminish  the  revenue  from  imposts, 
which  has  heretofore  been  considered  as  the  most 
convenient,  the  least  expensive,  and  the  most  pro- 
ductive way  of  raising  revenue.  If  this  effect 
necessarily  results,  the  Qovemment  will  be  com* 
polled  to  resori  to  direct  taxation,  and  to  exciaes, 
whose  odious  character  is  so  well  known  as  not 
to  reooire  any  remarks. 

6.  It  will  inevitably  produce  smaggling,  and  all 
of  its  train  of  evils,  and  it  is  certainly  true  that 
there  is  no  country  in  which  this  busiaess  can  be 
carried  on  with  greater  facility  than  along  our 
wide  spread  coast. 

There  is  another  efieet  which  your  memorialists 
eeriously  apprehend  will  take  place,  and  which, 
though  it  may  not  immediately  ensue,  yet  will  be 
attended  with  more  extensive  injury  than  all  of 
the  others.  Is  there  no  danger,  that  the  Govern- 
ments of  Surope,  seeing  the  restriciions  which  we 
inpoae  on  their  productions,  will,  graduidly,  and 
as  It  suits  their  interests,  retaliate  onr  measures, 
and  impose  restrictions  or  prohibitions  upoa  our 
raw  materials  ?  If  tobacco  is,  indeed,  so  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  our  climate  and  onr  soil,  that  no 
other  country  can  produce  it  so  abundantly  and 
so  cheap,  can  the  same  thing  be  said  of  cotton? 
We  apprehend  not.  .  There  are  many  aeettons  of 
the  globe,  besides  our  Southern  and  Southwestevn 
States,  in  which  cotton  ean  he  raised  tp  the  greatest 
advantage,  and  whieb  will  eomeinto  competition 
with  our  great  staple.  Already  it  hae  been  an- 
nounced, 4hat  the- importations  from  Brazil  into 
the  port  of  Liverpool  have  taereased  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent,  notwithstaackng  the  disturbed  state  of 
that  country.  We  know  that  Great  Britain  it 
actively  engaged  in  extending  her  eomMiereial 
relations  with  all  of  South  America,  and,  if  she 
can  find  a  ready  vent  for  all  of  her  cotton  goods 
in  that  extensive  region,  is  it  not  to  be  expected 
that  she  will  hold  forth  every  possible  inducement 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  raw  material  in  that  coon- 
try?  Will  she  not,  as  the  snppljr  increases,  either 
impose  heavy  duties  (now  very  light)  on  our  co^ 
tons,  or  restrictions  of  some  other  description, 
that  shall  operate  against  us,  while  it  favors  tbe 
cottons  pf  other  eouolries?    It  has  been  asserted 


that  the  cultivation  of  cotton  has  been  eoanEficed, 
with  great  success,  oa  the  fertile  bub  of  the 
Nile.  Egypt  would  be  a  most  daagenni  com- 
petitor, if  she  seriously  turns  her  atteatioo  lo  thi» 
object. 

if,  then,  there  is  danger  that  Barope  eta  be 
supplied  with  this  great  staple,  most  tbandaBtiy^ 
from  other  countries,  is  it  not  madness  for  our 
Congress  to  adopt  a  system  of  rsstrictttm  ee  ootioi 
goods,  which  will  have  the  iestnictivc  ud  nns> 
ous  effect  of  inducing  Rusope  to  reject  oar  supplies, 
and  to  get  them  elsewhere?  Will  CeDgren  Ue 
tamper  with  the  very  extstenee  of  oor  eotta- 
growing  States-?  Will  they  not  pause  Mve iber 
resort  to  a  rash  experiment  whsch  wamf  brief  nia 
on  the  South,  and  shake  ourConfedetatioB  totbe 
centre? 

Perhaps  it  may  be  considered-  as  iatraiiTe  ia 
your  memorialists  to  speak  oftbeve  efisels  npoi 
oor  cotton-growing  States,  and  Uiat  ii  shsdd  be 
left  to  the  wisdom  and  ssigacity  of  those  peopit 
to  speak  their  own  eomplaiats  to  theQoveremai 
It  is  true,  that  in  Virginia  very  little  irf"  thst  inr 
cle  is  pcxKluGed,  when  eomparad  with  that  of  on 
Southern  neigobon;  and  it  is  also  trac^tbttt^ 
are  able  to  state  their  own  gttevaaecs,  tod  «« 
have  no  doubt  thev  will  do  so.  But  we  will  Im 
leave  to  say,  that  the  commercial  and  agncttlttnl 
interests  of  Yimnia  are  most  inlifluttely  eoBDecni 
with  those  ot  the  Southern  and  Soothwestaa 
Stales.  Wha  tever  affects  theic  prosperity,  is  oksi 
sensibly  felt  by  us.  Let  them  be  brought  to  rois. 
and  our  bankruptcy  is  ntrt  far  distant 

What  is  the  grent  and  general  bencficitl  eibei 
which  the  manufaislnrer  insists  will  be  prodsod 
by  these  reptrtctive  measures  ?  It  has  been  said, 
that  the  protection  of  our  manufactuies,  hj  pfo- 
teetive  duties,  will  sender  us  indqwndent  of  for- 
eign nations.  In  common  with  our  fellov<iQ- 
sens  throughout  the  United  States,  we  chefisb  tm 
poiitienl  independence,  and  prtae  die  right  of  sdf- 
govemaaent,  as  the  greatest  and  highest  eirthiy 
boon,  bestowed  upon  us  by  the  boontf  of  Pron* 
deoce.  But,  an  entire  commercial  independesce 
we  consider  as  neither  practicable  nor  deBirtbif. 
Is  it  not  obvious,  that  the  rartous  soils  tsd  cIh 
mates  of  the  globe  are  adapted  to  the  grovtliof 
v«rioos  products,  and  that  it  is  more  beneficial  £i)f 
a  eottttlry  to  exchange  with  others  iti  raiiooi 
produettens,  than  to  attempt  to  raiae  all  of  tbem 
itaelf?  For  what  purpose  did  the  Great  Aatbor  of 
nature  provide  the  great  highway  of  naiioDS,  bo( 
to  enable  men  reoiprocally  to  exchange  their  pro- 
doots,  and  to  hold  communion  with  each  other 
wkh  fa«iiit]r? 

It  is  obvious  to  us,  that  the  independence  od 
fofeigQ  nntioaa,  of  which  the  manolactarersspetk 
so  much,  is  a  misntMuer.  When  righdy  ooder- 
stood,  it  means  a  depmdmo$  on  themselves. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  the  estabUsbmeot  of 
maoufaotures  will  open  a  more  extcasive  bosK 
auirket  for  oor  brendstolband  provistons.  Untf 
be  true,  that  the  withdnwing  a  number  of  Itbor- 
ers  from  agriculture,  and  placing  them  in  bmou- 
fiietortes,  may  diminish,  to  a  limited  extent,  ^^ 
paoduotiooa  of  the  fanaer $  aad  though  tkisffltr 
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be  beoefieial  to  that  class,  ia  the  immediate  vi- 
cinity of  such  establish  meats,  its  benefits  can 
never  extend  to  remoter  quarters ;  and,  in  the  con- 
sumption of  the  raw  material,  it  cannot  exceed 
one-tenth  of  the  quantity  grown.  A  marlcet  such 
as  this,  the  agriculturists  do  not  ask  for,  the  plan- 
ter rejects  it,  and  neither  are  willing  to  accept  it 
IS  a  boon  from  the  manufacturers,  for  the  great 
Acrifice  they  are  called  on  to  make,  and  the  bur- 
lens  it  is  likely  to  prodace  hereafter;  they  hare 
0  pay  a  most  exorbitant  price  for  it,  independent 
)fthe  hazard  of  being  forever  excluded  from  much 
)eiter  and  more  extensive  markets,  which  we  now 
!DJoy  at  much  less  expense. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  but  regret,  that,  at 
his  day,  when  the  wisest  statesmen  in  England 
re  regretting  the  pernicious  effects  of  their  pro- 
ibitory  laws,  and  deploring  the  difficulties  which 
list  against  their  removal,  our  politicians  should 
nxiously  wish  to  introduce  that  restrictive  sys- 
em  into  our  code,  the  whole  effects  of  which  no 
lan  can  foresee,  and  whose  intricacy  the  greatest 
a^city  cannot  unfold. 

Your  memorialists  befi^  leave  further  to  say,  that 
)e  restrictions  which  have  heretofore  been  im- 
osed  on  the  commerce  of  the  countrv,  have  al- 
ways been  imposed  for  ^reat  national  purposes, 
'be  embargo  and  non-intercourse  laws,  in  all 
ieir  various  modifications,  were  intended  to  re- 
iliate  upon  foreign  nations  their  own  injustice, 
r  to  defend  us  from  hostility.  Their  object  was, 
)  compel  other  countries  to  do  us  justice ;  but 
le  present  scheme  has  no  such  object.  At  a  time 
^  most  profound  peace,  we  are  called  upon  to 
tackle  our  commerce,  to  divert  our  capital  from 
p-icultare  and  from  commerce,  for  the  purpose 

increasing  the  profits  of  the  manufacturing  cap- 
ilist.  A  deadly  blow  is  aimed  at  one  part  of  j 
e  community,  lor  the  sole  purpose  of  benefiting 
lother  part  of  the  same  community. 
Your  memorialists,  therefore,  most  earnestly 
()aest,  that  your  honorable  body  will,  in  your 
tsdom,  think  it  proper  to  ward  off  this  evil  from 
,  by  rejecting  the  bill,  promptly  and  decis- 
ely. 

ROBERT  POLLARD, 

Chairman. 
Bernard  Peyton,  Secretary, 


MEMORIAL 


a  CanifnUUe  appointed  at  a  pvitUc  meeting  of  the 
Htizens  of  Neto  York  to  take  into  conHderation  the 
ntuatum  of  the  Greek8.^December  29, 1823. 

the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  Suites  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  committee  appointed  at  a 

merous  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  citizens 

New  York,  assembled  to  take  into  consideration 

situation  of  the  Greeks,  respectfully  showeth: 

That  the  citizens  whom  they  represent,  have, 
commoa  with  their  fellow-citizens  throughout 
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the  United  States,  witnessed,  with  lively  sensi- 
bility, the  heroic  efforts  of  the  Greeks,  to  rescue 
themselves  from  Turkish  bondage.  It  appeared 
to  them  that  the  Greek  cause  was  not  only  enti- 
tled to  the  good  wishes  of  this  country,  but^  as  far 
as  might  b^  done,  consistently  with  tne  views  of 
Government,  to  every  possible  assistance.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  meeting,  the  independence  of  the 
Greek  nation  was  a  subject  of  the  highest  concern 
to  the  interests  of  the  human  race,  and  recom- 
mended itself  to  the  approbation  of  every  civilized 
people,  by  the  most  powerful  considerations  that 
could  possibly  be  addressed,  either  to  the  judgment, 
or  to  the  sympathy  of  mankind. 

Your  memorialists  have  accordingly  been  in- 
structed to  apply  to  Congress,  with  the  request 
that  the  independence  of  the  Greek  nation  might 
be  recognised  by  the  Government  of  this  country. 
In  undertaking  to  comply  with  this  instruction, 
the  committee  conceive  that  they  will  have  dis- 
charged their  trtist,  when  they  make  known  to 
Congress  the  anxious  desire  of  the  citizens  of 
New  York,  either  that  the  independence  of  the 
Greeks  may  be  speedily  and  formally  recognised, 
or  such  steps  preparatory  thereto  taken,  as  may, 
in  the  opinion  of  Government,  be  consistent  with 
its  interests,  its  policy,  and  its  honor.  The  suitable 
time  for  the  exercise  of  such  a  prerogative  of  the 
Government,  must  always  rest  in  its  sound  discre- 
tion, and  your  memorialists  repose  with  entire 
confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  the  application  of 
that  discretion.  They  would,  however,  respect- 
fully suggest,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  as  far  as  they  have  hitherto  thought 
proper  to  declare  it,  the  Greeks  have  proved  them- 
selves competent  to  maintain  their  independence, 
and  that,  by  their  union,  their  political  system, 
their  organization,  their  strength,  their  successes, 
their  intelligence,  and  their  determined  spirit,  they 
have  sufficiently  vindicated  their  title  to  assume 
a  separate  and  equal  station  among  the  nations  of 
the  world. 

How  far  the  case  of  the  Sooth  American  Gov- 
ernments, whose  national  existence  was  admitted 
by  the  United  States  some  time  since,  may  be 
deemed  analogoas,  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the 
superior  judgment  of  those  to  whom  this  applica- 
tion is  addressed.  It  has,  however,  been  supposed, 
that  there  are  peculiar  circumstances  connected 
with  the  cause  of  the  Greeks,  which  ought  to 
awaken  the  most  active  concern  for  their  welfare, 
and  which  require  the  application  of  every  just 
precedent  in  support  of  thetr  independence. 

Your  memorialists  would  deem  it  improper,  on 
this  occasion,  to  enlarge  on  this  subject,  or  to  do 
more  than  merely  allude  to  the  consideration  of 
the  barbarous  dominion  of  the  Turks,  equally  fatal 
to  liberty,  learning  and  taste,  and  under  which 
the  Gkeeks  have  iMen  most  cruelly  oppressed  for 
ages — to  the  spirit  of  the  Mahometan  superstition, 
presenting  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the  pro- 

?[ressof  civilization — to  the  ingenious,  enterprising, 
ree,  and  commercial  character  of  the  Greeks — ^to 
their  language,  their  literature,  their  religion,  and 
their  eventful  history,  exciting  the  deepest  interest 
in  their  favor,  and  endearing  them  to  the  Chris^ 
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tian  world  by  recollections  of  their  past  sufferings, 

and  of  their  ancient  elory. 

And  your  memoriaRsts  will  e?erpray,  dbc. 

Marinus  Willeit,  Samuel  Boyd, 

J  no.  P.  Romeyn,  S.  Jones, 

Henry  D.  Sewall,  M.  Clarkson, 

Felix  Pas<;alis,  Isaac  Lawrence, 

Hiram  Ketchum,  Stephen  Allen, 
Cadw.  D.  Golden,  J.  Morton, 

J.  R.  Hurd,  Alex.  McLeod, 

Geo.  Demarest,  J.  G.  Swift, 

Jon.  Goodhue,  Wm.  Johnson, 

NathU  F.  Moore,  R.  Sedgwick, 

Jno.  Trumbull,  John  G.  Coster, 

Philip  Hone,  Charles  King, 

Wm.  Bayard,  Robert  McQueen, 

James  Kent,  Jos.  O.  Hoffman, 

Richard  Varick,  Thomas  H.  Merry, 

Lynde  Catlin,  Wm.  Paulding,  Jr., 

Henry  Rutgers,  Wm.  Johnson, 
Henrv  Wheaton,     Russell  H.  Nevins. 
John  iPintard. 


MEMORIAL 

0/  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Grteks, -January  5,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  for 
this  purpose  by  a  lar^e  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston  and  its  ricimty,  convened  by  public  noti- 
fication on  the  19th  instant,  beg  leave  most  respect- 
fully to  represent : 

That  they  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  iiolitical 
situation  of  the  people  of  Greece ;  and  rejoice  in 
the  information  recently  communicated  by  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  IFnited  States,  <<  that  there 
is  good  reason  to  believe  Greece  will  become  again 
an  independent  nation." 

That  the  contest  of  an  oppressed  and  enslaved 
people  for  the  invaluable  blessings  of  self'^govern- 
ment,  and  of  a  Christian  people  for  the  enjoyment 
of  religious  li bertyr,  has  a  claim  to  the  best  wishes 
of  this  nation  for  its  eventual  success,  and  to  what- 
ever aid  and  encouragement,  consistently  with  the 
primary  du^  ofself-preservation,  it  may  have  the 
ability  to  afford. 

No  one  who  has  duly  reflected  upon  the  conse- 
quences which  have  resnlted  from  our  own  suc- 
cessful struggle  in  the  cause  of  civil  liberty,  not 
as  respects  Uie  interests  of  our  nation  only,  but  as  it 
has  affected  also  the  condition  of  the  whole  civilised 
world,  can  hesitate  to  admit  that  the  question  of 
the  erection  of  a  new  independent  Christian  State, 
is  the  most  momentous  that  can  occur  in  the  pro- 
gress of  human  affairs ;  and  especially  deserving 
the  attention  of  the  representatives  of  a  free 
people. 

Centuries,  whose  annals  are  filled  with  the  com- 
mon succession  of  wars  and  conquests,  may  pass 
away,  without  being  attended  with  any  important 
result  to  the  great  cause  of  civilization  and  hu- 
manity ;  but,  the  emancipation  from  a  barbarous 
despotism  of  a  gallant  and  enterprising  and  intel- 


ligent people,  must  be  followed  bjr  the  most  propi- 
tious consequences,  and  cannot  fail  to  add  to  ttie 
security  of  all  free  governments,  by  increasing  tbe 
number  of  those  who  are  devoted  to  their  commofl 
defence. 

The  extermination  of  the  Turkish  despotLun  on 
the  coasts  and  islands  of  the  MeditemDctn  sea. 
has  justly  been  regarded  as  a  more  worth v  object 
of  concert  and  coalition  among  civilized  Fovets, 
than  any  which  ever  ensaged  their  united  attes- 
tion.  The  existence  of  Uiat  despotism  has  r6 
duced  to  a  state  of  desolation  several  of  the  laost 
fertile  countries  on  the  globe,  and  annihilated  the 
commerce  that  might  otherwise  have  beeo  nui&- 
tained.  It  has  b^n  attended  with  the  grosses: 
insults  and  outrages  on  the  disnity  of  States,  asd 
the  liberty  of  their  citizens.  The  maintaiDiag  o^ 
a  powerful  marine  force,  expensive  consular  » 
taolishments,  disgraceful  tribute,  slavery  and  var, 
have  successively  been  among  the  evils  to  whkL 
this  lawless  domination  has  subjected  the  cirilized 
world,  and  from  which  our  own  cooncry  has  bc: 
been  exempted. 

It  is,  then,  quite  obvious  that  the  erection  of  i 
new  and  free  State,  in  the  Mediterraneao,  pos- 
sessing not  only  the  coasts  of  Southern  Greeet 
but  the  islands,*partieularly  of  Candiaaad  Cfprv. 
would  form  a  powerful  check  upon  the  barbaroos 
dependencies  of  the  Porte  in  those  seas,  and  gi^f 
facility  to  that  commercial  enterprise  which  sov 
finds  its  way  only  to  one  port  of  European  or  Au- 
atic  Turkey. 

Your  memorialists  would  not  presume  to  mate 
any  suggestion  as  to  the  course  which  it  mar  br 
come  the  American  Grovernment  to  pursue,  aitim 
interesting  crisis.  They  feel,  in  comoioD  witli 
their  fellow-citizens,  generally,  the  just  weiz^t 
and  obligation  of  that  policy  which  hitherto  aas 
prohibits  an  interference  with  the  internal  coa- 
cerns  of  any  of  the  Powers  of  Europe,  and  ex- 
tent themselves,  therefore,  with  expressing  th«: 
assurance,  ihat,  if  tbe  peculiar  and  unprec^eot^i 
condition  of  the  Greeks,  should,  in  the  opinion  d 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  form  a  cak 
of  exception  to  that  rule  of  policy,  the  measurts 
which  may  be  adopted  shall  receive  their  cordial 
support. 

But,  your  memorialists,  at  any  rate,  casaot  re- 
frain from  the  expression  of  their  earnest  wisk 
that  the  indig^nation  and  abhorrence  which  tkei 
are  satisfied  is  universal  throughout  the  United 
States,  at  the  mode  in  which  the  Turkish  Got 
emment  is  carrying  on  the  war  against  Greecf. 
should  be  distinctly  avowed  in  tbe  face  of  iJk 
world,  and  that  other  civilized  and  Christiia  b«- 
tions  should  be  invited  to  join,  in  a  soieioD  re- 
monstrance, against  such  barbarous  and  iabuaur 
depravity. 

The  sale  of  forty  thousand  Christiaa  woiii« 
and  children,  (after  the  massacre  of  their  be*- 
bands  and  fathers)  in  open  market,  in  the  pres; 
ence  of  Christian  Europe,  and  without  one  wurc 
of  remonstrance  from  the  surrounding  natioos.  t> 
a  circumstance  discreditable  to  the  age  in  ^a\c^ 
we  live.  If  older  and  nearer  nations  are  sufoj 
on  such  a  subject,  there  is  the  greater  reasoo,  aa- 
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the  more  honor,  in  gi^iiig  utterance  to  the  feel- 
ings which  are  excited  on  this  side  the  Atlantic, 
and  of  endeavoring  to  obtain  the  interference  ana 
combining  the  sentiment  of  all  civilized  nations, 
to  put  an  end  to  such  horrible  scenes. 

The  just  indignation  of  the  world  has  recently 
been  manifested  by  a  simultaneous  effort  to  hum- 
ble and  restrain  the  Barbary  Powers.  Every  vear 
has  witnessed  some  new  exertion  among  Chris- 
tian nations,  to  abolish  the  horrible  traffic  in  Af- 
rican slaves ;  an  amelioration  of  the  ancient  laws 
of  war  with  regard  to  private  property,  has  re- 
cently been  propounded  as  a  sunject  worthy  the 
consideration  or  the  nations ;  and  yet,  no  remon- 
strance has  been  made  in  behalf  of  Christian  bro- 
therhood and  suffering  humanity. 

Tour  memorialists  do,  therefore,  most  earnestly 
commend  to  the  constitutional  representatives  of 
the  American  people,  an  attentive  consideration 
of  the  aforegoing  interesting  and  important  sub- 
jects. • 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted,  &c. 


Thomas  L.  Winthrop, 
George  Blake, 
H.  A.  S.  Dearborn, 
Samuel  F.  Jarvis, 
James  T.  Austin, 
Samuel  D.  Harris. 


Henry  Ome, 
S.  Adams  Wells, 
Edward  Everett, 
John  C.  Warren, 
Warren  Dutton. 


MEMORIAL 


Of  the  Mernbers  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
Farmers  of  Pennsylvania^  praying  a  modification  of 
the  TaHjf:-^anuary  5,  1824.         %  ^^  '^^ 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  fanners,  of  the 
Suite  of  Pennsylvania,  reapectfuUy  showeth : 

That  your  memorialistS|  wholly  cultivators  of 
the  soil,  and  not  otherwise  concerned  in  manufac- 
tures than  in  their  own  families,  are  firmly  per- 
suaded that  the  solid  interests  of  the  nation  re- 
quire that  an  efficient  protection  be  afforded  to 
the  manufacturing  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens 
who,  with  few  exceptions,  have  been  greatly  de- 
pressed ever  since  the  return  of  peace. 

The  depression  of  manufactures  has  had  the 
effect  to  injure  agriculture  in  a  two-fold  point  of 
view; 

1st.  From  the  close  of  the  late  war,  it  has 
driven  thousands  of  manufacturers  and  artisans, 
natives  as  well  as  emigrants,  to  agriculture:  thus 
depriving  the  farmers  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  domestic  market  for  the  necessaries  of  life, 
which  those  classes  afford;  and,  moreover,  con- 
verting customers  into  rivals,  by  the  surplus  pro- 
duce, beyond  their  own  consumption,  created  by 
those  persons  thus  deprived  of  employment  at  their 
usual  occupations,  and  compelled  to  resort,  for 
support,  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil;  thereby  per- 
niciously increasing  that  glut  in  foreign  markets. 


to  which  DMy  be  fairly  traced  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  complicated  distresses  experienced  by  the 
farming  interest,  in  the  Middle  States,  in  past 
years,  particularly  in  1820  and  1821. 

2dly.  The  want  of  sufficient  protection  of 
manufactures  greatly  impairs  the  market  for  raw 
materials,  hemp,  flax,  iron,  hides,  skins,  dec.  for 
which,  at  present,  the  demand  is  languid,  and,  in 
many  cases,  the  price  hardly  adequate  to  the  re- 
muneration of  the  producer. 

The  idea  which,  in  common  with  the  majority 
of  our  agricultural  brethren,  we  long  entertainea, 
of  the  advantages  resulting  from  purchasing  goods, 
abroad,  because  they  can  be  had  cheaper  than  at 
home,  has  been  proved,  by  experience,  to  be  ruin- 
ously fallacious.  The  saving,  supposing  a  saving 
realw  to  be  made,  of  a  few  dollars,  in  the  expense 
on  clothing  and  other  manufactured  articles,  is 
but  a  poor  compensation  for  the  great  diminution 
of  the  domestic  market  for  raw  materials,  and  for 
the  loss  of  a  quarter,  or  half  a  dollar,  in  the  price 
of  a  bushel  of  wheat,  and  in  that  proportion,  in 
other  agricultural  productions;  which  oiminution 
and  loss  are  necessary  results  of  that  policy,  which 
so  essentially  and  inevitably  impairs  the  domestic 
market  for  those  productions.  But  experience, 
which  is  an  incomparably  safer  guide  than  theory, 
abundantly  proves  that  even  the  poor  saving 
which  has  been  so  speciously  held  out,  to  induce 
the  agriculturists  to  oppose  any  further  protection 
of  manufactures,  has  no  existence.  Of  this  posi- 
tion, the  event  of  the  high  duties  imposed  on 
coarse  cotton  goods,  removes  all  possibility  of 
doubt:  as  the  American  markets  have  been  stead- 
ily supplied,  for  years,  with  those  articles,  very 
far  superior  to  the  imported,  and  at  a  much  lower 
rate  than  we  formerly  had  to  pay  for  the  worth- 
less foreign  article,  for  which  they  are  a  substi- 
tute. 

It,  therefore,  clearly  appears  that  high  duties, 
in  this  instance,  so  Tar  from  proving  injurious 
to  the  agricultural  interest,  have  conferred  on  it  a 
solid  and  substantial  benefit:  thus  proving  the 
utter  fallacy  of  dogmas,  hitherto  received  by  the 
mass  of  our  citizens  with  the  most  implicit  confi- 
dence. And  (here  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  same  results  would  follow  the  adoption  of  a 
similar  course  of  proceeding  in  the  case  of  wool- 
len, iron,  and  other  manufactures.  If  it  were  ne- 
cessary to  adduce  foreign  facts  and  experience,  to 
prove  this  effect  of  domestic  competition,  both 
would  be  amply  found  in  the  case  of  Great 
Britain,  which  excludes,  by  duties  nearly  tanta- 
mount to  prohibitions,  almost  all  foreign  manu- 
factures, and  is  yet  enabled  to  undersell,  in  manu- 
factured goods,* in  their  own  markets,  those  na- 
tions which  do  not  protect  the  industry  of  their 
people  by  adequate  duties. 

Whatever  plausible  arguments  might  be  found 
for  the  refusal  to  afford  adequate  protection  to 
manufactures,  during  the  wars  of  the  French 
Revolution,  when  we  had  abundant  markets  for 
all  our  agricultural  productions,  are  totally  inap- 
plicable to  our  present  situation,  in  consequence 
of  the  exclusion  of  our  breadstuffs  from  nearly 
all  the  ports  in  Europe,  unless  when  the  failure  of 
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crops  produces  a  danger  of  famine.  Thus,  those 
nations,  from  which  we  receive  such  immense 
amounts  of  manufactured  articles,  refuse  to  re- 
ceive the  chief,  indeed  almost  the  only  important 
Productions,  with  which  nature  enables  the  in- 
abitants  of  the  Middle  States  to  pay  for  them. 
We  might,  therefore,  as  we  have  done  in  the  case 
of  our  tonnage,  without  impropriety,  reciprocate 
prohibition  by  prohibition.  But  this  is  not  called 
for.  Such  an  increase  of  duty  as  would  prevent 
our  manufacturers  from  being  overwhelmed  in 
our  own  markets  by  their  foreign  rivals,  would  be 
sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

The  pernicious  effect  of  the  above  exclusion  is 
palpable,  from  the  reduction  in  the  amount  and 
value  of  the  flour  exported  from  the  United  States 
lately,  as  follows: 

Barrelf.  Dollars. 

Average  of  1811,  12,  13  1,383,149  13,980,000 
1816, 17,  18  1,121,982  12,346.764 
1821,22,23  879,743  4,819,506 
Thus,  it  incontestably  appears,  that  the  fortunes 
and  prosperity  of  those  of  your  fellow-citizens  en- 
gaged in  the  first  and  most  important  of  all  hu- 
man pursuits,  the  raising  of  grain,  and  other  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  are  held  by  the  precarious  tenure 
of  the  seasons  in  Europe.  If  they  are  adverse, 
farming  may  be  prosperous  in  the  United  States; 
but,  if  otherwise,  our  hopes  of  a  fair  remuneration 
for  our  labors  are  blighted  and  withered.  This 
servile  dependence  on  the  state  of  the  European 
markets  is,  we  respectfully  submit,  unworthy  of  an 
enlighteneid  age  and  an  mdependent  nation,  blest 
with  such  transcendent  advantages  as  Heaven  has 
lavished  on  the  United  States.  Such  a  state  of 
things  is  destructive  of  the  vital  interests  of  above 
two-fifths  of  the  white  population  of  the  Union, 
depending  chiefly  on  farming ;  and,  on  every  prin- 
ciple of  justice,  calls  loudly  on  the  national  repre- 
sentatives for  a  prompt  and  decisive  remedy. 

The  protection  of  that  important  portion  of  in- 
dustry employed  in  mafiufactures,  at  all  times  a 
sound  and  necessary  policy,  and  supported  by  the 
opinions  of  the  wisest  statesmen,  and  the  example 
of  the  most  prosperous  nations,  has  become,  at  pre- 
sent, an  imperious  duty,  the  foreigti  demand  for 
our  staples  having,  as  above  stated,  considerably 
decreased — the  quantity  about  one-third,  and  the' 
amount  nearly  two-thirds,  since  1811,  notwith- 
standing the  increase  of  our  population  in  the  in- 
tervening period.  Whereas,  our  demands  for  man- 
ufactured goods  must  increase  with  our  increasing 
population.  We,  in  consequence,  buy  more  from 
than  we  sell  to  foreign  nations ;  and  this  with  na- 
tions is  unerringly  the  road  to  ruin,  a^  it  is  with 
respect  to  mdividuals. 

Were  there  any  doubt  on  the  important  subject 
thus  respectfully  presented  to  your  view,  it  would 
be  removed  by  a  comparison  of  any  two  tracts  of 
our  country,  in  one  of  which  manufactures  are 
carried  on  extensively,  and  in  the  other,  agricultu- 
ral pursuits  chiefly,  or  wholly,  particularly  when 
remote  from  the  advantages  of  seaport  towns,  as 
is  the  case  with  one-half  of  our  territories.  In  the 
one,  agriculture  and  horticulture,  certain  of  steadv 
and  increasing  markets,  are  carried  on  with  life 


and  spirit — lands  are  rising  in  price— every  thing 
flourishes — and,  what  is  of  incalculable  imporiaece 
to  the  farmers,  their  females  and  children  find  valtt- 
able  employment  in  and  from  the  factories,  for 
fragments  of  time  which   would   otherwise  be 
wholly  lost.    Habits  of  industry  are  thus  acquired 
and  rewarded,  and  public  and  private  prosperity 
promoted.    Whereas,  in  parts  of  the  country  des- 
titute of  manufacturing  establishments,  circalation 
is  either  arrested,  or  moves  with  a  sluggish  pace— 
money  is  rare,  and  difficult  to  be  procured;  there 
are  no  markets  for  horticultural  articles ;  lands  are 
of  little  comparative  value ;  in  a  word,  every  thing 
languishes.    To  exemplify  this  position,  and  to 
place  it  beyond  the  power  of  contradiction,  ii  is 
sufficient  to  refer  to  the  neighborhood  of  ProTh 
dence  and  Wilmington,  on  the  one  hand;  and 
numerous  districts  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  the  fertile  districts  of  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  other.    The  difference  of  soil,  and 
some  other  natural  advantages,  is  *greatly  in  fa?or 
of  the  latter.    But  the  contrast  in  prosperity  is 
immensely  in  favor  of  the  former ;  and  the  infer- 
ence, in  support  of  the  system  we  advooate,  irre- 
sistible. 

We,  therefore,  respectfully  request  you  will  adopt 
such  a  modification  of  the  exbting  tarifi^  as  mar 
aflbrd  complete  protection  to  the  manufactares  of 
our  common  country. 

[Signed  by  Jonathan  Roberts,  and  numerois 
others.] 

Decmber  15, 1823. 


MEMORIAL 


0/the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  CUy  of  PhUadd- 
phia,  praying  for  a  gmerai  tytUm  of  banknpUy^ 
January  5,  1824. 

To  the  8enate  and  House  of  RepreseDtativct  of  tkt 
United  Statoo  in  CoDgfoos  aMemhled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce  respectfully  showeth : 

That  the  attention  of  your  memorialists  has 
been  once  more  excited,  m  relation  to  the  esub- 
lisbment  of  a  system  of  bankrupt  laws^  through- 
out the  United  States,  by  observing  that  the  sab- 
ject  has  been  again  brought  forward  for  legislative 
consideration.  From  the  strongest  impressioDs  of 
the  importance  of  this  subject,  your  memorialists 
are  led  to  reiterate  the  sentiments  which  they  hare 
heretofore  expressed  concerning  it,  and  respect- 
fully to  submit  them  to  the  present  Congress. 

The  experience  of  your  memorialists  has  added 
strength  to  the  conviction,  that,  not  only  the  com- 
mercial, but  the  common  and  general  interests  of 
the  country  would  be  promoted  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  uniform  system  of  bankrupt  law.  In 
the  very  nature  of  things,  much  of  the  business  of 
the  country  is,  and  must  be,  transacted  upon  cred- 
it ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that,  through  adverse 
fortune,  bad  management,  or  some  untoward 
cause,  failures  in  business  are  constantiv  occur- 
ring.   As  the  laws  now  stand,  the  complete  aod 
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absolute  disposal  of  their  property  rests  with  the 
debtors^  and  they  designate  the  trustees,  distribute 
the  funds,  and  coerce  their  creditors  to  a  release, 
in  such  manner  and  upon  such  terms  as  they  think 
proper  to  impose.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  that,  where 
such  is  the  law,  there  can  be  but  little  hope 
from  the  voluntary  and  partial  assignments  which 
ire  made,  that  the  creditor  will  obtain  his  just 
proportion  of  the  insolvent's  effects ;  and,  indeed, 
in  cases  of  commercial  failure,  it  is  now  scarcelv 
I  matter  of  expectation  that  any  diridend  will 
be  made  among4he  general  creditors. 

It  is  both  seen  and  felt  that,  so  far  as  regards 
the  interests  of  creditors,  such  a  change  of  the  law 
15  shall  prodnee  the  certain  and  equal  distribution 
)f  the  debtor's  estate,  among  all  his  creditors,  is 
docerely  to  be  desired. 

On  the  part  of  the  honest  and  unfortunate  debt- 
)r,  this  change  is  equally  desirable.  Such  debtors 
fjcperience  the  greatest  difficulty  in  obtaining  that 
elea&e  which  a  fair  surrender  of  property  should 
'ffect ;  and  are  often  compelled  to  resort  to  the 
Dsolvent  laws  for  a  mere  protection  of  the  person, 
md  are  at  last  placed  in  a  situation  in  which 
here  is  almost  a  prohibition  of  all  future  efforts. 
3y  the  prevailing  system,  they  have  less  favor 
md  protection,  or,  at  least,  practically,  they  ex- 
)erlence  less,  than  the  fraudulent  bankrupt,  who 
loldly  imposes  his  own  terms,  and  compels  his 
reditors  to  submit  to  them. 

Your  memorialists  may  be  suffered  to  remark, 
hat  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  for  a  law 
m  this  subject,  plainly  manifests  that  it  is  a  mat- 
er of  national  concern  :  and  seems  to  call  loudly 
or  the  exercise  of  the  legislative  functions  in  re- 
attion  to  it.  It  would  seem  that  the  States  are 
idisposed  to  exercise  the  power  which  remains 
a  them,  individually,  because  the  power  may  be 
xercised  by  Congress.  The  experience  oi  all 
arts  of  the  country  appear  to  proclaim  the  insuf- 
ciencv  of  the  systems  of  insolvent  law  which 
revail  under  difierent  forms  in  the  Union,  many 
f  which  are  only  endured  until  a  better  system 
an  be  brought  into  action  $  and  the  sentiment, 
hat  a  national  bankrupt  system  is  required  by  the 
Qterests  of  commerce  and  general  business,  is 
ery  extensively  prevalent. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  your  memorialists  to 
Dter  particularly  into  the  discussion  of  a  subject 
rhich  has  been  so  frequently  and  fiiUy  investif^- 
^  ;  but  they  have  thoueht  that  the  interests  which 
bey  represent  demand  that  they  should  again 
ubixiit  their  sentiments  to  Congress,  and  unite 
tieir  voice  to  that  of  those  of  their  fellow-citizens 
/ho  are  soliciting  the  enactment  of  a  national 
ankrupt  law.  They  therefore  respectfully  re- 
uest  that  Congress  will  take  this  subject  into  its 
ariy  consideration,  and  adopt  such  measures  as 
lay  lead  to  the  establishement  of  a  uniform 
ystem  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
r  tales. 

By  order : 

ROBERT  RALSTON, 
President  of  the  PhikuUlphia 

Vhamber  of  Commerce, 

Pbii«adelphia,  January  1, 1824. 


MEMORIAL 

Of  Samud  Slater  and  others^  a  committee  appointed 
'  by  the  manufactwrere  of  cotton^  and  otJtere  interested 
in  the  manufacture  of  that  article,  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island^  fc — January  6, 1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  the^  being  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  and  acting  for,  the  manufacturers  of 
cotton,  and  others  interested  in  the'  manufacture 
of  that  article,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
humbly  showeth : 

That,  by  the  fourth  clause  of  the  first  section  of 
the  act  of  April  27,  1816,  entitled  <<An  act  to  regu- 
late the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  it  was 
provided,  that  a  dutv  of  twenty-five  per  centum, 
ad  valorem,  should  oe  levied,  collected,  and  paid, 
on  imported  woollen  manufactures  of  all  descrip- 
tions, or  of  which  wool  was  the  material  of  chief 
value,  excepting  blankets,  woollen  rugs,  and  wor- 
sted or  stuff  goods ;  on  imported  cotton  manufac- 
tures of  all  descriptions,  or  of  which  cotton  is  the 
material  of  chief  value;  and  on  imported  cotton 
twist,  yarn,  or  thread,  to  take  effect  on  the  30th  of 
June,  then  next,  and  continue  till  the  30th  of  June, 
1819 ;  and  after  the  said  30th  of  June,  1819,  an  ad 
valorem  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  on  such  woollen 
and  cotton  goods,  excepting  as  before  excepted. 
It  was  further  provided,  that  all  cloths  of  such 
cotton  manufacture  which,  with  the  addition  of 
ten  or  twenty  per  cent.,  should  cost  less  than 
twenty-five  cents  the  square  yard,  should,  never- 
theless be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost  twenty- 
five  cents  the  yard,  and  should  pay  duty  accord- 
ingly ;  tliat  unbleached  or  uncofored  yarn,  twist, 
or  thread  of  cotton,  costing  less  than  sixty  cents 
the  pound ;  and  bleached  or  colored  cotton  yarn, 
twist  or  thread,  costing  less  than  seventy-five  cents 
tlie  pound,  should  be  valued,  respectively,  at  sixty 
and  seventy-five  cents  a  pound,  and  should  pay 
duty  accordingly.  That,  by  ti|e  act  of  April  20tb, 
1818,  the  provisions  of  the  above  clause  were  ex- 
tended to  June  30th,  1826.  That,  by  the  general 
provisions  of  the  second  clause  of  said  first  section 
of  the  act  first  mentioned^  blankets  and  ruffs  of 
wool,  and  worsted  or  stufi^  goods,  and  all  fabrics 
of  linen  imported,  were  subjected  to  a  duty  of 
fifteen  per  cent.,  ad  valorem,  without  any  mini- 
mum valuation.  The  provisions  of  the  4lh  clause, 
section  1st  of  the  act  of  1816, so  fares  they  relate 
to  imported  manufactures  of  cotton,  were  intended, 
as  will  probably  be  recollected  by  many  of  your 
honorable  body,  to  extend  a  reasonable  protection 
to  the  domestic  manufacture  of  coarse  cotton 
g:oods — a  manufacture  which  had  been  exten- 
sively commenced  in  this  vicinity  during  the  em- 
bargo, non-intercourse,  and  war,  and  which  the 
return  of  peace,  the  restoration  of  our  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  Europe,  and  the  competition 
of  European  capital  and  manufactures  with  those 
of  our  own  coontryi  had  greatly  embarrassed.  The 
wisdom  of  such  a  measure  was  seen  and  acknowl- 
edged by  many  of  our  wisest  and  most  patriotic 
citizens.     To  save  from  destruction  the  great 


3115 


APPENDIX. 


im 


Memorial  of  Samuel  looter  and  others. 


amount  of  capital  already  fixed  in  the  establish- 
meats  necesftary  to  the  prosecution  of  the  manu- 
facture— in  the  full  persuasion,  when  so  fixed,  that 
it  would  be  protected  by  Government ;  to  promote 
the  home  manufacture  of  an  article  of  indispen- 
sable use  among  the  great  majority  of  our  popula- 
tion— to  secure  a  home  market,  and  one  which 
might,  thereafter,  be  increased  to  an  indefinite  ex- 
tent, for  the  valuable  staple  of  Southern  agriculture 
which  formed  the  raw  material  of  that  manufac- 
ture, and  a  home  market,  also,  for  our  grains  and 
provisions,  in  maintaining  the  laborers  employed 
m  working  it  up— to  encourage  the  mechanic  arts, 
which  had  become  auxiliary  to  the  manufacture, 
the  commercial,  and  shipping  interests,  on  which 
it  was  mainly  dependent  for  supply  and  distribu- 
tion—to meet,  eventually,  the  demand  of  the  do- 
mestic market,  possibly  to  furnish,  for  exportation, 
a  fabric  of  great  exchangeable  value — thus  far  to 
relieve  our  country  from  those  exhausting  drains 
of  specie  which  nad>  checked  her  industry,  and 
reduced  many  of  her  merchants  and  moneyed  in- 
stitutions to  great  difficulties.  These  were  the 
praiseworthy  objects  of  those,  who,  in  the  session 
of  1815-16,  advocated  the  clause  in  question.  It 
has  become  the  duty  of  your  memorialists,  most 
respectfully,  to  submit  to  the  Legislature  the  re- 
sults of  their  experience,  during  seven  years,  of 
the  operation  of  legislative  provisions  which  have 
been  enumerated  ;  and  to  suggest  such  modifica- 
tions of,  or  additions  to,  the  existing  laws,  as  may, 
under  present  views  and  prospects,  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary to  the  further  and  effectual  promotion  of 
the  objects  aforesaid. 

That  the  above  mentioned  modification  of  the 
tariff  of  duties  has  been  productive  of  much  ben- 
efit to  the  domestic  manufacturer,  and  of  incal- 
culable advantage  to  the  community,  is  readily 
admitted  by  those  who  have  observed  the  course 
of  events.  The  benefit  enjoyed  by  the  manufac- 
turer, consisted,  principally,  in  the  comparatite 
steadiness  which  it  gave  to  the  market  price  of 
the  manufactured  article.  High  profits  were  out 
of  the  question  in  a  case  where  the  number,  the 
activity,  and  enterprise  of  competitors  rendered 
all  plans  of  monopoly  impracticable.  Enabled  to 
calculate,  with  reasonable  certainty^,  on  steady  and 
moderate  profits,  capitalists  were  induced  to  em- 
bark their  money,  and  artisans  their  skill  and  ex- 
perience. The  mills  which  had  been  stopped  by 
the  difficulties  of  1815  and  1816,  were  gradually 
put  into  motion,  in  some  cases  by  the  original 
founders,  in  others,  by  purchasers  at  sheriff's  sales, 
or  under  assignments  for  the  benefit  of  creditors. 
As  the  larse  stock  of  India  and  other  imported 
coarse  cloths  on  hand  at  the  passage  of  the  act, 
or  imported  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  lim- 
ited by  it,  was  taken  from  the  market  by  the  con- 
sumer, the  demand  for  coarse  American  cloths 
increased  ;  but  the  prices  of  those  cloths  were  first 
prevented  from  advancing  by  the  remaining  for- 
eign stock,  and,  eventually,  suffered  a  reduction, 
by  the  rapid  increase  of  the  domestic  manufacture 
and  the  competition  among  sellers. 

In  the  years  1820  and  1821,  the  domestic  arti- 
cle had  occupied  the  market,  to  the  almost  entire 


exclusion  of  similar  fabrics  of  foreign  mana&e- 
ture.    In  the  years  1822  and  1823,  so  great  wis 
the  competition  amon^  manufacturers,  and  so 
large  the  importation  ot  cheap  stuff  goods,  admit- 
ted to  entry  at  a  duty  of  only  fifteen  per  centam 
ad  valorem,  and  of  cheap  linens  admitted  at  the 
same  rate,  both  free  from  any  minimum  rahia- 
tion,  that  the  coarse-cloth  manu&cture  became 
once  more  embarrassed,  and  still  labors  under 
great  difficulties.    A  brief  view  of  the  poller  of 
the  British  Gk)vemment,  with  regard  to  manofac- 
tures,  of  the  manner  in  which  it  renders  them 
subservient  to  the  pra^ierity  of  its  agriculture  and 
the  aggrandizement  or  its  political  power,  aodof 
the  encouragement  which  it  extends  to  the  expor- 
tation of  the  above-mentioned  goods,  by  its  draw- 
back and   bounty  laws,  will  account  for  their 
importation  in  such  large  quantities  in  this  coao- 
try,  and  indicate  the  proper  measures  to  be  taken 
by  this  country  for  the  security  of  its  own  agri- 
culture and  manufactures. 

By  prohibiting,  under  penalties  which  in  some 
instances  touch  the  life  of  the  offender,  the  expor- 
tation of  the  raw  materials  of  these  manufactores, 
thus  givinG[  to  manufactures  at  home  the  mooop- 
oly  at  their  own  prices  of  those  materials,  the 
British  Parliament  has  effectually  secured  to  its 
own  subjects  the  whole  labor  of  preparing  tbeiB 
for  the  market.  The  agriculturists  are  suppose^ 
and  with  good  reason,  to  be  amply  remanenid 
for  this  restriction  on  the  exportation  of  those 
products  of  their  industry,  by  the  enhanced  prices 
of  all  agricultural  products  which  go  to  the  imaR- 
diate  subsistence  of  labor.  The  truth  of  this  re- 
mark is  fully  established  by  the  high  rents  cf 
lands.  The  general  policy  of  the  system,  lookiBf 
to  the  most  profitable  appropriation  of  the  land 
and  labor  of  the  community,  seems  intended  to 
restrict  the  production  of  raw  material,  for  man- 
ufacture, to  the  actual  demand — in  some  instan- 
ces to  less  than  the  actual  demand-— of  the  man- 
ufacturer; and,  by  an  abundant  provision  of  food. 
to  encourage  population.  The  general  effect  of 
the  system  has  been  to  confine  grazing — a  branch 
of  agricultural  labor,  which  is,  when  followed  in- 
dependently, the  least  profitable  of  all  branches— 
either  to  land  unfit  by  its  natural  surface  for  anf 
other  mode  of  improvement,  or  to  lands  which 
may  be  profitably  appropriated  to  grazing,  during 
some  period  of  a  regular  routine  of  cnltiration ; 
and  to  prevent  the  cultivation  of  flax  or  other 
substances  forming  the  raw  materials  of  manu- 
factures, except  as  intermediate  crops.  A  namer- 
ous  population  may  exist  with  comfort  for  a  loo^ 
time,  although  deprived  of  a  full  supply  of  the 
raw  materials  of  its  usual  labors,  but  cannot  exist 
in  comfort  a  single  day  when  deprived  of  a  full 
supply  of  the  food  necessary  to  its  subsistence. 
The  first-mentioned  deficiency  may  be  supplied  bf 
importations  from  abroad,  but  to  supply  the  last 
by  such  importations  might  be  impracticable. 
Hence  the  wisdom  of  the  above  system. 

The  first  grand  principle  of  British  policy,  there- 
fore, is  to  increase  the  individual  number  and  pos- 
itive physical  power  of  the  community.  Its  sec- 
ond grand  principle  is,  so  to  regulate  the  exchanges 
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wtween  that  conHoanityand  foreigo  oommaiiities 
IS  to  eofaance  the  relative  power  of  the  former 
ty  obtain  iog  from  the  latter  saeh  articles  of  ex- 
baoge  as  have  been  prodaoed  at  a  greater  expense 
if  human  labor,  in  payment  for  articles  of  its  own 
iroductioo,  obtained  at  a  smaller  expense.    This 
bject  is  accomplished  by  supporting  its  own  side 
i  the  ezcfaange  with  the  labor  of  human  hands, 
ssisted  by  lal^r-saving  machinery ;  by  obtaining 
%w  material  for  manufactured  goods.     The  use 
f  labor-saving  machines,  which  cost  nothing  but 
be  eipense  of  their  construction  and  repair,  ena- 
les  ooe  man  to  perform  the  work  of  nfty  men, 
ot  asiDg  such  machines.    But  the  production  of 
117  materials  cannot  be  thus  facilitated.    It  re- 
uires  the  actual  expenditure  of  human  strength 
)  the  amount  of  the  production ;  and  that  strength 
iQst  be  maintained  by  a  continual  expense  of 
)od,  of  raiment,  and  lodging.    The  community. 
lerefore,  which  exchanges  such  manufactured 
rticles  for  raw  materials,  boys  the  labor  of  fifty 
len  for  the  labor  of  one  man,  and  enhances  its 
WQ  relative  force,  while  it  diminishes  the  rela- 
re  force  of  all  communities  with  which  it  ex- 
baoges  on  such  terms. 

lo  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  British  Parlia- 
lent  has  continued,  from  the  time  of  Edward  the 
'bird,  to  restrict  the  domestic  productions  of  the 
iw  material  of  manufactures,  for  exportation, 
iihe  raw  state ;  to  encourage  the  home  maun- 
ictures  of  the  raw  materials  produced ;  and  the 
(porta tion  to  foreign  ooim tries  of  the  manafac- 
ired  goods.    In  like  manner,  the  importation  of 
li  manuDactured  article?,  the  raw  materiab  of 
bich  could  be  produced  at  home  or  obtained 
broad,  or  for  which  a  substitute  could  be  found 
mon^  domestic  manufactures,  has  been  either 
rohibited  or  restricted  by  high  duties.    A  mod- 
a  instance  of  the  adherence  of  the  British  Par- 
ament  to  the  policy  of  Edward  may  be  found  in 
le  history  of  the  British  cotton  manufacture, 
id  is  worthy  of  imitation  in  this  country.    One 
reat  branch  of  the  trade  of  the  British  East  In- 
a  Company,  from  its  first  incorporation,  to  the 
se  of  tile  cotton  manufacture  in  England,  coa- 
sted in  the  importation  from  India,  and  sale  in 
Dgland,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  of  India 
>ttoD  cloths,  of  all  descriptions.    The  condensed 
>polation,  abundance  and  cheapness  of  provis- 
os, and  low  rate  of  labor,  in  the  Indian  penin- 
ila,  enabled  the  company  to  purchase  cloths  in 
lat  country  at  prices  which  bid  defiance  to  all 
)mpetition,  by  manual  labor  alone,  in  every 
her   country.     Their  profits,  therefore,  on  the 
aportation  and  exclusive  sale  of  these  goods  in 
reat  Britain  were  enormous.    But  the  invention 
'  labor-saving  machinery  for  spinning  cotton, 
rst  made  by  Arkwright,  and  afterwards  improv- 
l  by  himself,  and  others,  threatened  to  deprive 
te  company  of  this  source  of  profit.     In  the 
?ar  1787,  one  hundred  and  forty-three  cotton 
tills  bad  been  constructed,  or  were  in  progress, 
t  an  expense  of  one  million  sterling.     Those  in 
aeration  employed  a  great  number  of  people, 
he  muslins,  calicoes,  and  other  cloths,  produced, 
ere  more  sulxstantial  than  the  India  goods.    The 


Corajiany  became  alarmed,  and,  in  order  to  checlc 
this  rising  domestic  manufacture,  imported  a  very^ 
large  amount  of  the  Indian  fabrics,  which  they* 
sold  at  prices  20  per  cent,  less  than  those  of  the 
domestic  manufacture.  Though  this  was  a  con- 
test entirely  confined  to  British  subjects,  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament  very  promptly  interfered  in  favor 
of  the  home  manufacturer,  and,  that  same  year,, 
imposed  a  duty  of  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem ^  on  the- 
wholesale  prices  of  the  imported  goods  m  Eng- 
land. In  1798,  this  duty  was  raised  to  one  bun- 
dred  and  twenty-two  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  By 
such  effectual  protection  has  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  in  England  been  fostered,  that  cotton 
cloths,  to  a  large  amount,  are  now  actually  sent 
to  India  ;*  and  no  country,  which  does  not  protect 
its  own  manufactures  by  legislative  enactments, 
can  reasonably  hope  to  compete  with  British  fab- 
rics in  its  domestic  markets. 

But,  the  monopoly  at  their  own  prices,  of  the 
raw  materials  of  manufactures  produced  at  home, 
and  the  exclusion,  from  the  home  and  colonial 
markets,  of  all  goods  of  foreign  manufacture,  are 
not  the  only  encouragements  extended  by  the 
British  Government  to  the  domestic  manufacturer. 
The  system  receives  a  new  impulse  from  the  acts 
of  Parliament,  which  allow  drawbacks  and  boun- 
ties, on  the  exportation  of  certain  manufactured 
goods.  These  inducements  to  exportation  have 
a  great  effect  on  prices,  when  the  domestic  mar- 
ket is  threatened  with  a  glut,  by  redundant  man- 
ufacture. By  relinquishing,  in  nearly  every  in- 
stance, the  excise  on  the  manufacture  when  ex- 
ported, or  the  import  duty  on  the  raw  materials, 
of  which  the  manufacture  is  composed,  by  pay- 
ing, in  many  instances,  a  direct  bounty  on  the  ex- 
portation or  goods,  the  raw  materials  of  which 
are  wholly,  or  in  part,  of  domestic  origin,  they 
encourage  the  manufacturer  to  persevere  in  his 
business.    With  a  reasonable  certainty  that  the 


*  Extract  of  s  letter  from  a  merchant  in  Manches- 
ter, England,  to  a  merchant  in  Providence,  Rhode  Is- 
land, dated  Aogust  28,  1623. 

<'  In  cottons,  the  supply  of  India,  in  1815,  nnder  the 
ancient  system  of  monopoly,  by  the  Company,  was, 
in  value,  £109,480.  In  1881,  the  supply  of  the  same 
article,  under  the  existing  lyatem  of  free  trade,  was 
£880,881.  In  1833,  the  value  of  the  supply  was,  £1,- 
020,386,  that  is,  exceeding  ten  times  the  amonnt  of 
the  former  average  supply.  %.In  1816,  the  quantity  of 
printed  cottons,  exported  from  Great  Britain  into  In- 
dia, was  604,800  yards.  In  1881,  the  quantity  of  the 
same  export,  was  7,602,846  yards.  In  plain  cottons, 
the  increaie  is  equally  astonishing,  although  it  may  be 
considered  that  they  produce  plain  cottons  themselves 
cheaper  than  any  other  fabric.  In  1815,  the  quantity 
of  plain  cottons,  exported  from  Great  Britain  into  In- 
dia, was  213,408  yards.  In  1821,  the  quantity  of  the 
aame  manufacture,  wns  6,724,031  yards.  In  1828, 
the  quantity  was  9,940,736  yards.  If  the  English 
manufacturers  can  stop  the  spindle  and  the  shuttle  of 
the  Hindoo,  who  is  supported  upon  a  handful  of  rice  a 
day,  in  a  climate  where  little  is  required  for  clothing 
or  shelter,  they  may  feel  secure  of  those,  and  all  other 
markets,  where  their  goods  are  allowed  admission  for 
consumption." 
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drawbacks  or  bounties  will  enable  him  to  export, 
or  sell  for  exportation,  without  positive  loss,  he 
continues  to  add  to  the  stock  of  exchangeable 
commodities.  His  laborers,  with  constant  em- 
ployment, consume  and  pay  for  the  products  of 
agricultural  industry;  his  goods  are  distributed, 
and  his  supplies  obtained,  by  the  mercantile  and 
shipping  interest,  and  the  country  prospers  by  the 
united  labors  of  all  branches  of  its  citizens. 

The  permanent  effecu  of  these  drawbacks  and 
bounties  on  the  manufacture  of  other  communi- 
ties, form  another  object  of  the  policy  of  Parlia- 
ment. Whenever  an  article,  entitled  to  drawback 
or  bounty  on  exportation,  has  become  accumulated 
in  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer,  he  obtains  a 
present  relief,  in  the  sum  which  he  receives  on 
the  exportation  of  a  part  of  his  stock.  The  sub- 
traction, from  the  domestic  market,  of  only  one- 
twentieth,  or  one-tenth  of  the  whole,  gives  to 
the  remainder  a  greater  value  in  that  market, 
than  the  whole  would  have  commanded  before. 
If  the  goods  thus  subtracted  be  suddenly  thrown 
into  the  market  of  a  foreign  nation,  whose  do- 
mestic manufacture  of  similar  goods  is  equal  to 
its  domestic  consumption,  or  nearly  equal,  the 
market  value  of  the  whole  domestic  stock  is  sud- 
denly reduced,  perhaps  twenty  or  twenty-five  per 
cent.  The  domestic  manufacturers  of  the  nation 
in  question  are  obliged  to  suspend  their  industry, 
perhap  to  abandon  their  works  altogether,  while 
the  IBritish  manufacturer  sustains  no  loss,  or  a 
▼ery  trifling  one,  on  his  shipment,  raises  the  price 
of  his  wares  in  the  British  market,  and  is  enabled 
to  keep  his  works  in  constant  operation.  He  can 
repeat  his  shipments^  with  the  certainty  of  a  profit, 
until  the  partial  revival  of  the  foreign  manufac- 
turer compels  him  once  more  to  make  a  temporary 
sacrifice.  But  the  gains  of  the  British,  and  the 
losses  of  the  foreign  manufacturer,  by  these  trans- 
actions, are  trifling^  when  compared  with  the 
gains  and  losses  of  the  communities  to  which 
they  respectively  belong.  In  the  former,  the  labor- 
ing classes  are  kept  in  constant  employment,  and 
supported  on  the  products  of  agricultural  indus- 
try. In  the  latter,  they  must  be  discharged  from 
the  factories,  and  contribute,  by  their  labor  on  the 
land,  to  increase  the  quantity  and  diminish  the 
market  value  of  agricultural  productions. 

When  we  look  at  the  amount  of  these  draw- 
backs and  bounties  on  the  exportation  of  some  of 
the  manufactured  articles  in  question,  we  are  not 
surprised  at  their  efifect  on  the  manufacture  of 
coarse  cotton  cloths  in  this  country ;  on  brown  and 
white  linens,  the  cost  of  which,  to  the  British 
manufacturer,  does  not  exceed  eighteen  pence  ster- 
ling the  yard,  a  drawback  of  1^  pence  is  allowed. 
Some  of  these  linens  brought  to  this  country  cost 
no  more  than  4^d,  and  the  ereat  bulk  of  them  do 
not  exceed  7id.  The  drawback  on  the  former  is 
33^  per  cent.,  and  the  average  about  20  per  cent., 
thus  paying  the  freight  and  duty  to  this  country. 
Immense  quantities  of  these  goods  are  imported 
to  discourage  the  manufacture  in  this  country  of 
coarse  cotton  cloths.  They  are  highly  finished, 
but  of  little  real  value,  compared  with  the  domes- 
tic goods.  A  new  mode  of  evading  the  minimum 


valuation  on  cotton  goods  has  lately  been  found  ia 
the  importation  of  mixed  fabrics,  checks,  plaids, 
sheetings^  ^.,  the  webs  of  which  are  composed 
partly  ot  linen  and  partly  of  cotton,  cleared  out 
from  Great  Britain,  and  entered  in  this  country  as 
cloths,  of  which  linen  is  the  material  of  chief 
value,  they  are  entitled  at  the  custom  houses  of 
Great  Britian,  to  tha  bounty  of  Hd.  or  S^d.  ster- 
ling the  square  yard,  and  pay  in  those  of  this 
country  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent 
This  evasion  enables  those  who  practice  it  to  in- 
troduce  goods  which  interfere  with  our  coarse 
cloths,  at  a  cost  here  considerably  less  than  their 
market  price  in  Great  Britain ;  and  to  defraud  out 
revenue  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  whole 
amount  of  fine  goods  of  this  description  imported. 
On  coarse  stuff  goods,  exported  and  admitted  here 
on  payment  of  fifteen  per  cent  ad  valorem,  do 
drawMck  or  bounty  is,  we  believe,  allowed;  but 
such  allowance  is  rendered  unnecessary  by  the 
low  price  of  the  raw  material,  the  natural  effect 
of  the  acts  of  Parliament,  restricting  its  exporti- 
tation  in  the  raw  state.  The  qualities  of  wool, 
composing  the  raw  material,  are  bought  bf  the 
manufacturer  at  from  6d,  to  9d.  sterling  the  pound, 
and  would,  if  they  could  be  exported  free  of  datf 
to  this  country,  command  from  twenty-two  to 
thirty-five  cents  the  pound — thus  givinj,  really  and 
substantially,  an  advantage  to  the  Sritish  over 
the  American  manufacturer,  of  one  hundred  per 
cent,  in  the  cost  of  the  raw  material. 

Printed  cotton  calicoes,  vestinga,  and  other 
wares  of  a  like  description,  on  which,  when  ex 
ported,  the  British  Government  pays  a  bounty  or 
drawback  of  3ld.  the  square  yard,  something 
more  than  the  duty  here,  greatly  embarrass  also 
the  sales  of  American  plain  and  colored  goods. 
If  the  coarser  fabrics  of  this  description  were  ex- 
cluded by  an  adequate  valuation  and  duty,  the 
manufacture  of  plaids,  checksi,  dbc.,  now  nevif 
ruined,  as  well  as  the  printing  of  cottons,  alreadf 
began  in  several  oarts  of  this  country,  would  be 
greatly  encouraged.  The  works  of  our  maDnf8^ 
tnrers  peculiar  to  the  manufacture  of  plaids  and 
checks,  would  again  become  Taiuablc^  and  the 
printing  of  cottons  would  create  a  new  demand 
for  their  plain  goods.  It  would  be  important  to  the 
manufacturer,  in  the  steadiness  of  price  which  it 
would  produce,  to  the  revenue  of  the  coantry  ia 
the  duties  on  the  additional  quantities  of  dying 
drugs  required,  to  the  farming  interest  in  the  new 
demand  which  it  would  create  for  the  necessaries 
of  life  to  a  new  class  of  manufacturers. 

On  the  foregoing  view  of  the  cotton  manufac- 
ture of  this  country ;  of  the  rivalships  to  which  it 
is  exposed ;  and  the  embarrassments  to  which  it  i» 
subjected;  your  memorialists  would  respectfullf 
suggest,  to  the  wisdom  of  your  honorable  bodf, 
the  following  modifications  of  existing  lavrs: 

That  the  minimum  valuation  of  tweoty-five 
cents  the  square  yard,  and  ad  valorem  duty  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  be  extended  to  all  oocolored 
cloths  imported,  whether  of  worsted,  coltoo,  or 
linen.  That  a  minimum  valuation  of  thirty-fir' 
cents  the  square  yard,  and  an  ad  valorem  duty  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  be  imposed  on  all  colored, 
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printed,  or  bleached  goods  imported,  whether  the 
same  sball  be  of  worsted,  cotton,  or  liaen. 

That  a  minimum  valuation  of  one  dollar  and 
thirty  cents  a  pound,  and  an  ad  valoreo)  duty  of 
tweoty-five  per  cenL  be  imposed  on  all  imported 
eoiion  or  linen  thread,  twist,  yarn,  or  floss.  That 
the  aforesaid  valuations  and  duties  be  made  per- 
maDeot;  and  that,  in  every  instance  of  the  im- 
portation of  such  goods,  there  be  added  to  the 
said  duty  of  twenty-fire  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  a 
sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  all  drawbacks,  boun- 
ties, or  other  payments,  received  from,  or  secured 
by,  the  custom-bous^  of  the  country  whence  said 
foods  were  imported,  or  otherwise  secured  or  paid 
by  the  Government  of  said  country. 

A  general  revision  of  the  tariff  of  duties,  and  a 
moderate  enhancement  of  the  duties  on  imported 
maoufactores,  the  raw  materials  of  which  may  be 
foand  at  home,  or  are  within  the  reach  of  our 
commerce,  would,  also,  we  are  persuaded,  greatly 
assist  your  memorialists,  by  the  relief  which  it 
would  soon  afford  the  currency  of  the  country, 
and  the  new  incentives  which  it  would  offer  to 
enterprise,  to  industry,  and  skill.  In  proportion 
as  the  rewards  of  labor  are  increased,  will  its 
ability  and  disposition  to  use  the  necessaries,  the 
comforts,  and  luxuries  of  life,  be  aided  and  stimu-' 
la  ted. 

Your  memorialists  are  aware  that  maify  objec- 
tions have  been  made  to  any  modification  of  the 
tariff,  whether  general  or  partial,  for  the  encour- 
agement and  protection  of  manufactures;  and 
they  are  induced,  by  their  respect  for  the  public 
Dpinion.  as  well  as  tor  the  talents  and  patriotism 
)f  many  individuals,  in  and  out  of  Congress, 
irgiog  those  objections,  to  offer  their  own:  views 
}f  these  topics,  which  have  been  most  frequently 
iweh  upon. 

We  are  told  that  the  regulation  of  the  business 
)f  individuals  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of  Congress. 
To  this,  we  reply,  shortly,  the  express  power  of 
egnlation  given  by  the  Constitution,  and  exer- 
:ised  by  Congress  for  more  than  thirty  years,  in 
egulations,  almost  without  number,  and  touching 
he  trade  and  industry  of  the  nation  in  almost 
very  conceivable  point. 

Another  objection,  of  more  serious  import,  is 
OQod  in  the  alleged  reduction  of  the  revenue, 
onsequent  upon  any  considerable  check  on  the 
ale  of  foreign  manufactures  in  our  own  markets. 
To  this,  we  reply,  that  an  exclusion  of  articles 
ow  taxed,  will  not  diminish,  but  rather  increase, 
tie  common  fund  from  which  taxes  are  paid — 
rili  increase  the  ability  to  buy  and  pay  for  other 
rticles,  still  subjected  to  taxation,  and  that  the 
oDsumption  of  a  community  is  bounded  only  by 
s  ability  to  purchase  the  articles  consumed.  In 
roportion  as  the  country  is  relieved  from  the 
ayment  of  the  sums  now  sent  abroad  for  manu- 
ictured  articles,  for  which  substitutes  are  provi- 
ed  at  honae,  those  sums  will  be  appropriated  to 
te  purchase  of  raw  materials  or  manufactured 
tides  which  cannot  be  produced,  here.  The 
^rsonal  observation  of  your  memorialists  con- 
ms  this  position.  Since  the  rise  of  the  domestic 
>tton  manufacture,  thousands  of  families,  who, 


before  its  rise,  were  unable  to  purchase  imported 
luxuries  of  food  and  dress,  have  become  able  to 
do  so ;  and  the  sales  of  sugars,  leas,  and  coffee,  of 
silks,  crapes,  and  fine  muslin,  have  been  greatly 
increased,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  cotton  mills. 
If  any  reasonable  apprehension  is  entertained  on 
this  point,  a  deficit  of  the  revenue  may  be  pre- 
vented by  enhancing  the  duties  on  the  above  arti- 
cles. Silks,  in  particular,  which  now  pay  only 
fifteen  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  would  bear  a  duty  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  without  any  considerable 
diminution  of  their  use. 

Another  objection,  zealously  urged  against  the 
legislative  protection  of  manufactures,  is,  that  the 
price  of  the  articles  on  which  increased  duties  are 
laid,  will  be  materially  enhanced  to  the  consumer, 
who,  it  is  said,  will  be  obliged  to  pay  the  Ameri- 
can manufacturer  whatever  price  he  may  choose 
to  set  upon  his  fabrics,  since  there  will  be  no  foreign 
competition  in  the  way.  The  same  objection  was 
urffed  against  the  act  of  1815 ;  but  the  event  has 
fuUy  proved  its  fallacy.  In  a  very  short  time  after 
the  law  was  passed,  the  rapid  increase  and  exten- 
sion of  the  cotton  manufacture  caused  such  a  com- 
petition among  o^  own  manufacturers,  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  coarse,  brown,  and  white  cottons,  the  only- 
fabrics  protected  by  that  act,  that  the  country  be- 
came, and  still  continues  to  be,  fully  su)>plied  with 
the  article,  at  a  much  less  price  than  similar  articles 
were  formerly  imported  at,  without  taking  into 
consideration  the  superior  quali^  of  the  domestic 
cloth.  This  experience  of  the  emcacy  of  a  system 
of  legislative  protection  to  manufactures,  affords, 
we  believe,  ample  reasons  for  supposing,  that  were 
an  effectual  protection  extended  to  all  our  manu- 
factures, the  rivalship  of  the  American  manufac- 
turers, themselves,  would  prevent  the  advance  of 
prices,  and  supply  the  country  on  as  cheap  as,  per- 
haps on  cheaper  terms  than  similar  articles  from 
abroad  now  cost  us. 

The  exclusion  of  an  unsubstantial  foreign  fab- 
ric has  been  pronounced  a  tax  on  the  poor,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  rich.  How  can  that  be  a  tax 
which  has  substituted  a  more  durable  fabric,  at 
half  the  price  of  that  excluded — which  has  multi- 
plied the  demands  for  labor,  and  increased  the  re- 
ward which  it  receives,  and,  consequently,  its 
ability  to  pay  for  the  cheaper  fabric?  The  ac- 
cusation is  untenable. 

It  has  been  stigmatized  as  an  odious  monopoly. 
As  between  the  American  community  and  all 
others,  it  is,  indeed,  a  monopoly  inculcated  by  a  re- 
gard for  our  own  interests,  odious  only  to  foreign- 
ers, who  owe  us  no  allegiance;  whose  interests 
we  are  not  bound  to  consult,  at  the  expense  of  our 
own  citizens.  As  between  citizens  oi  the  Ameri- 
can community,  it  is  no  monopoly;  for  every  citi- 
zen may  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  domestic 
manufacture,  and  all  are  mediately  or  immediately 
interested  m  its  success. 

It  has  been  strenuously  argued,  that  the  legisla- 
tive protection  of  manufactures,  will  annihilate 
commerce.  If  your  memorialists  believed  this, 
they  would  hesitate,  at  least,  before  making  the 
present  appeal.  Some  of  them,  and  very  many  of 
the  persons  whom  they  represent,  are  ship-owners 
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and  nferchants,  deeply  interested  in  every  branch 
of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce.  But  their  per- 
sonal oWervation  and  experience  convince  them 
that  this  argument  is  one  against  fact,  that  since 
the  rise  of  the  cotton  mannfactare  in  Rhode  Island, 
both  the  coasting  trade  and  foreign  commerce  of  the 
town  of  Providence,  the  principal  focus  of  supply 
and  distribution  for  it,  have  greatly  increasecl. 
The  former,  in  particular,  has  more  than  doubled. 
The  aggregate  of  commercial  transactions  in  Pro- 
vidence, has  increased  in  the  same  ratio.  The 
ports  of  Mexico  and  South  America,  no  loader,  as 
formerly,  closed  asainst  foreigners,  have  already 
afibrded  markets  tor  partial  shipments  of  coarse 
cotton  cloths,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  hereafter  re- 
ceive more  considerable  quantities  of  these  and  of 
other  products  of  oar  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures. To  send  our  cottons  and  other  raw  mate- 
rials of  manufactures  to  foreign  countries,  not  in 
the  crude  state,  as  at  present,  but  quadrupled  in 
exchangeable  value,  by  the  labor  of  our  own  citi- 
zens, supported  in  that  labor  by  the  products  of 
our  own  agriculture,  would  place  our  commerce 
on  the  most  permanent  footinjg,  and  render  the 
fields  of  this  country  more  p^ductive,  in  every 
thing  which  constitute  substantial  wealth,  than  all 
the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru.  Such  a  result  is 
certainly  attainable,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  con- 
clude from  the  experience  of  another  nation. 

We  are  persuaded,  therefore,  that  there  is  no 
reason  to  apprehend  any  injury  to  our  commercial 
interests,  by  the  encouragement  of  domestic  man- 
ufactures ;  and  we  believe  that  those  interests  will 
receive  additional  support  from  every  measure 
calculated  to  assist  them. 

With  still  less  reason  can  it  be  asserted,  that  the 
encouragement  of  manufactures,  by  restrictions  on 
importation,  is  a  tax  on  agricul  ture.  The  new  value 
^iven  to  the  crude  products  of  thie  earth,  in  render- 
ing them  fit  for  use,  consists  entirely  in  the  labor 
of  man.  If  manufactures  are  to  be  created  or  ex- 
tended in  a  country  where  they  do  not  exist,  or 
exist  in  very  small  numbers,  the  labor  which  is  re- 
quired for  their  prosecution  must  be  maintained 
for  all  the  essentials  of  life,  on  the  products  of  do- 
mestic agriculture.  If  that  labor  be  drawn  from 
among  the  natives  of  the  soil,  then  the  number  of 
persons  employed  in  producing  food  must  be  di- 
minished, as  well  as  the  amount  of  food  produced. 
The  prices  of  agricultural  labor,  and  of  its  products, 
advance  in  proix>rtion  to  the  increased  scarcity  of 
both ;  and  farming  becomes  a  more  profitable  busi- 
ness than  it  was  before;  for  a  number  of  persons 
have  ceased  to  be  rivals  of  those  who  follow  it, 
and  have  become  their  customers.  If  the  addi- 
tional labor  required  be  imported  from  abroad,  then 
the  community  gains  an  immediate  addition  to  its 
strength,  and  the  farmer  an  addition  to  the  number 
of  his  customers,  the  prices  of  his  corn  and  pro- 
visions, and  the  profits  of  his  business. 

But,  the  additional  profits  which  the  farmer 
reaps  by  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  in 
his  neighborhood,  are  not  the  only  advantage 
of  the  measure:  while  he  sells  dearer,  he  buys 
cheaper.  Encouraged  by  the  exclusion  of  foreign, 
or  preference  given  to  domestic  manufactures,  the 


number  of  hands  engaged  in  the  latter  is  rapidly 
increased,  and  the  profits  of  their  botiDess  m 
eradually  diminished,  till,  at  length,  tfatt  bofuiess 
becomea  no  better  than  other  trades ;  and  the  tir- 
mer  is  enabled  to  buy  his  raiment  withoat  ptyiif 
the  expense  of  its  transportation  from  a  distast 
country. 

Thus,  mutually  assisting  and  assisted,  agricul- 
ture and  manofactures  enrich  each  other  tad  tbe 
community  at  large.  The  surplus  product  of  ili« 
land  and  labor  of  the  country,  beyond  the  demtiMij 
of  its  population,  ffoes  to  foij^isn  communities,  a 
the  form  of  manufactured  articles,  in  exchaogek 
raw  products  or  manufactures  pecoliar  to  the  lei 
the  climate,  or  industry,  of  those  commositak 
Commerce,  the  great  chain  of  connexion  between 
communities,  is  established  on  the  firmest  baas: 
and,  ministering  from  the  abundance  of  one  to  ik 
wants  of  another,  extends  the  bounds  of  cifilia- 
tion,  of  science,  and  of  freedom,  to  the  reoKKesi 
habitations  of  the  human  family* 
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MEMORIAL 


Ofmmdry  manafiteturen,  fMcha/nks,  amd  ftimi'i 
national  industry ^  of  the  State  of  Cowudia^- 
January  19,  1824. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  friends  of  mm- 
ufactures  and  national  industry,  held  at  the  Swt 
house  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  on  the  1st  daf  ^' 
January,  1824,  the  following  memorial,  report^ 
by  a  committee,  consisting  of  two  delegates  fnc 
each  county,  was  unanimously  adopted,  aod  or- 
dered to  be  tranttmitted  to  our  Senators  aod  Rep- 
reaeotatives  in  Congress : 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  andHouse  oflUpnmi^^ 
of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assaaUed: 

The  memorial  of  manufacturers,  mechanics,!!^ 
friends  of  national  industry,  citizens  of  tbe  Sue 
of  Connecticut,  humUy  showeth : 

That,  while  they  duly  appreciate,  thejr  are  ^ 
sirous  to  eoftbrace  the  privilege  euaiantied  bf  i^ 
Constitution,  to  assemble  to^tlier,  and  petiiKia 
Congress  for  a  redress  of  their  grievances.  A^ 
component  part  of  a  large  and  flourishing  R^^ 
lie,  they  sincerely  hope  their  memorial  wili  o^' 
that  attention  which  justice  and  policf  a^^ 
demand. 

Encouraged  by  the  example  of  every  Dance. 
and  by  the  proffered  patronage  of  our  owo,  foer 
memorialists  have,  in  many  instances,  ^i^^^'^ 
their  whole  property  in  manufactories  calceii^^ 
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to  afford  a  decent  lirelihood,  while  they  advanced 
[he  general  good — some  have  unwisely 'borrowed 
capital,  and  pledged  their  establishments  to  cred- 
itors for  advancements — and  while  creditors  are 
pressing  these  demands,  because  they  doubt  the 
security,  the  unfortunate  manufacturer  is  com- 
pelled to  witness  his  certain  ruin  in  the  decay  of 
machinery  which  he  cannot  use  without  a  still 
speedier  destruction.    For,  such  is  the  lamentable 
coDdition  of  manufacturers  generally,  that  some 
are  stopped  entirely,  and  others  are  barely  kept  in 
motion  to  preserve  the  property.   Your  memorial- 
ists, therefore,  ask,  with  anxiety,  if  the  hand  of 
Government  cannot  be  extended  to  their  relief. 
The  speculative  statesman  may  view  with  rap- 
tare  the  foundation  of  our  greatness,  and  boast  of 
independence,  while    the   manufacturer  mourns 
over  the  oreference  indirectly  shown  to  foreign 
fabric!^,  and  laments  the  indifference  to  the  wants  of 
iegitiooate  children. 

It  is  a  fact,  undisguised,  that  the  hopes  of  the 
manufacturer  must  perish  unless  something  ef- 
fectual is  done.  The  question  is  then  asked,  shall 
four  memorialists  be  crushed  by  the  artful  designs 
9f  rivals  abroad  ?  Cannot  Congress  afford  some 
protection  without  endangering  the  welfare  of 
the  country  ?  Nay,  can  our  independence  in  war 
ind  in  peace  be  preserved  unless  the  manufactur- 
ing interest  is  supported  ?  How  humiliating  the 
eflection  !  what  a  stigma  on  national  character, 
hat,  in  war,  we  must  smuggle  from  our  enemies 
he  comforts  and  necessaries  of  life  ? 

The  last  war  has  proved  the  weakness  of  our 
esources,  when  we  could  not  supply  a  few  blan- 
:ets  for  the  Indians.  It  was  then  that  a  patriotic 
irdor  burst  forth,  and  honestv  and  good  faith  were 
>|edged,  to  cherish  a  benevolent  intention  to  fur- 
ish  supplies  at  home.  Then  it  was  that  capital- 
sts  sought  out  the  best  location  for  manufacturing 
stablishments,  and.  in  the  love  of  country,  laid 
lie  foundation  of  ruture  comfort  or  ruin.  Soon 
fter,  Congress  ventured,  against  the  many  pre- 
ictions  or  some  members,  to  ^rant  a  heavy  duty 
n  coarse  cottons — an  experiment  which  must 
itisfy  the  statesman  of  the  policy  of  increasing 
)e  tariff  on  other  articles. 
Did  your  memorialists  conceive  that  the  interests 
r  manufacturers  were  distinct  from  those  of  the 
ation  at  large ;  did  they  recognise  them  as  laying 
aims  to  exclusivey  or  any  protection  than  what  is 
je  to  others ;  did  they  view  them  as  men  en- 
iged  in  occupations  and  pursuits  which,  instead 
r  promoting  general  prosperity,  tended  only  to 
leir  individual  emolument;  they  would  unite 
ith  the  enemy,  and  leave  them  to  struggle  un- 
listed against  the  calamities  that  befall  them. 
Your  memorialists  ask  not  for  exclusive  privi- 
ge  to  establish  a  monopoly.  They  only  ask  for 
due  share  of  protection.  Nor,  while  they  see 
il lions  expended  to  support  a  navy  to  protect 
e  merchant ;  while  thousands  are  voted  to  open 
!W  avenues  to  trade,  and  increase  the  splendor 
Courts,  by  sending  Ambassadors,  Consuls,  and 
ents^  abroad,  they  offer  no  murmur  or  com- 
iint :  and  while  they  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  all 
St  measures  to  advance  the  glory  of  our  Repub- 


lic, they  confidently  rely  that  the  interests  of  your 
memorialists  will  not  be  forgotten. 

But,  inquiry  may  well  be  made,  whether,  ex- 
tending our  acquaintance  and  commercial  inter- 
course with  foreign  ports  to  increase  the  influx  of 
luxuries,  will  not  prejudice  internal  economy,  un- 
less we  can  export  something  besides  dollars  to 
liquidate  the  balance  of  trade. 

As  the  happiness  of  domestic  life  is  frequently 
destroyed  by  cultivating  too  extensive  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  great,  may  not  our  Republic,  in 
their  zeal  for  glory,  overlook  internal  polity  ?  The 
mechanic  and  manufacturer,  sensible  their  voca- 
tions are  confined  to  the  humbler  walks  of  life, 
and  cannot  gratify  the  ambitious  by  elevation 
from  equality  with  other  citizens,  do  not  expect 
from  the  political  adventurer  any  certain  assist- 
ance ;  yet  there  are  many,  "  whose  hopes  are  our 
hopes^"  who  practically  feel  the  distress  of  their 
constituents,  and  are  destined  to  suffer  or  enjoy 
with  them  alike  in  adversity  or  prosperity — from 
such  is  anticipated  an  honest  zeal. 

Your  memorialists  would  respectfully  ask,  wlie- 
ther  they  have  in  vain  placed  their  confidence  in 
the  help  of  Congr§ss.  The  subjects  of  England 
and  France,  and,  indeed,  of  almost  every  other 
nation  but  our  own,  are  prosperous  in  their  manu- 
factures— and  why?  Because Grovernment prompt- 
ly tells  them,  *'  you  shall  be  protected,  and  for- 
eign fabrics  excluded,  so  far  as  they  come  in  com- 
petition.'' But,  when  the  manufacturer  here  asks 
for  assistance,  the  answer  is,  no;  our  revenue  will 
be  affected.  The  wheels  of  Government  must 
stop,  if  duties  on  imports  are  diminished.  And 
the  Southern  planter  says,  no;  why  should  I  be 
taxed,  or  why  should  one  portion  oi  the  country 
be  compelled  to  build  up  another?  The  manu- 
facturer is  directed  to  look  for  consolation  to  the 
"  let  us  alone  policy,"  and  turned  off  with  the 
chillinz  reflection  that,  although  all  is  hazarded, 
he  finds  no  relief.  But,  are  the  common  objec- 
tions substantial  ?  If  the  duty  on  certain  articles 
was  increased,  a  smaller  importation  might  afford 
equal  or  greater  revenue. 

The  same  clamor  was  made  when  the  duty  on 
coarse  cottons  was  increased,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fearful  forebodings  of  opponents,  no  evil 
then  resulted  to  the  Treasury.  It,  then,  we  seek 
a  suitable  time  for  the  experiment,  (if  increasing 
the  tariff  can  be  deemed  one,)  what  moment  more 
auspicious  than  the  present,  when  the  Treasury 
is  prosperous,  and  when  a  mite  given  in  season, 
is  better  than  thousands  too  late  ? 

But  will  an  increase  of  the  tariff  injure  the 
Southern  planter?  He  is  now  protected  by  a 
duty  on  tobacco  and  sugar,  from  50  to  100  per 
cent.,  while  the  manufacturer  of  the  Northern  and 
Middle  States  is  left  to  contend  against  every  dis- 
advantage. 

Cotton  is  now  the  great  remittance  to  liquidate 
the  enormous  debt  due  from  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  Qreat  Britain.  But  how  soon  will  Eng- 
land supply  her  manufacturers  of  wool  and  cotton 
from  her  own  colonies,  the  West  and  East  In- 
dies ?  How  soon  will  the  island  of  Jamaica  change 
the  culture  of  cane,  at  present  unproductive,  to 


3127 


APPENDIX. 


S128 


DiUUs  <m  Salts  al  Auctioii, 


the  culture  of  cotton  ?  The  time  may  Dot  be  far 
distant.  In  that  event,  where  is  the  planter  to 
find  his  market  ?  Not  in  the  Republics  of  South 
America.  They  have  no  manufactures.  Should, 
however,  the  manufactures  of  the  Middle  and 
Northern  States  be  extended,  by  suitable  encour- 
agement, how  easily  would  tne  planter  find  a  sure 
market,  and  the  eoaster  employ,  in  transporting 
manufactured  cottons  to  the  new  and  important 
ports  of  the  South  ?  By  supplying  our  markets 
with  domestic  fabrics,  we  dimmish  the  demand 
for  foreign  cloths,  and  with  it  our  vast  indebted- 
ness ;  and  as  the  indebtedness  diminishes,  the  de- 
mand for  cotton  for  exportation  will  be  propor- 
tionably  lessened. 

There  is,  however,  some  apology  for  former  op- 
position from  the  South,  to  high  duties  to  aid  the 
manufacturer  of  the  North.  For  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, that,  until  lately,  there  was  a  moral  ina- 
bility to  supply  the  demands  for  cloths,  by  domes- 
tic manufacture.  A  high  duty,  then,  would  have 
enhanced  the  price  of  ohgfing  and  clothing  for 
the  slaves.  But  that  time  is  past.  Whoever  will 
examine  the  extent  of  our  manufactures,  a  subject 
little  understood  b]^  the  Southern  States,  must  ad- 
mit a  present  ability  within  ourselves  to  furnish 
every  article  of  clothing,  fine  linen  and  silk  ex- 
cepted. Your  memorialists  do  not  suppose  their 
interest  alone  is  to  be  promoted  by  a  revision  and 
increase  of  the  tariff.  The  languishing  prospects 
of  the  agriculturists  rest  upon  the  final  decision  of 
this  question.  Their  granaries  are  full,  domestic 
markets  supplied,  and  foreign  markets  glutted. 
The  farmer  who,  with  the  productions  of  his 
farm,  pays  the  mechanic  for  the  labor  of  his  shop, 
afibrds  a  familiar  example  of  the  benefits  of  a  do- 
mestic market.  The  latter,  prevented  by  the  na- 
ture of  his  employment  from  cultivating  the  earth, 
is  dependent  on  the  farmer  for  supplies ;  and,  in 
exchanging  for  his  labors,  receives  the  surplus 
produce  ofthe  farm.  This,  with  the  extension  of 
numbers,  applies  equally  well  to  manufactories. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  1820  the  manufaQtories 
in  Oneida  county.  New  York,  consumed  $110,000 
of  agricultural  productions ;  and  that  more  than 
(40,000  worth  of  flour,  and  200,000  bushels  of 
corn,  have  been  imported  into  Providence  during 
the  last  year,  and  consumed  principally  by  those 
interested  in  manufactories ;  wliereas  a  market  is 
not  afforded  for  one  pound  of  our  flour,  wool,  flax, 
or  hemp,  by  the  British,  who  sell  us  manufactures 
to  the  amount  of  $40,000,000,  annually.  The 
growers  of  these  articles  could  not  be  injured  by 
an  increase  of  duty  on  imports,  but  benefited, 
since  our  home  manufactories  consume  more  of 
our  breadstuflfs  than  the  whole  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, and,  we  might  add,  that  of  the  East  Indies. 

Why,  then,  should  not  manufactures  be  en- 
couraged by  a  higher  tarifi"?  Will  patronage 
lead  to  an  extravagant  investment,  or  will  fab- 
rics advance  in  the  hands  of  monopolists  ?  The 
present  suffering  of  the  manufacturers  will  check 
any  immediate  ardor ;  and.  so  far  as  respects  mo- 
nopoly, it  is  justly  remarked  that  the  internal 
competition  which  takes  place,  does  away  every 
thing  like  monopoly,  and  by  degrees  reduces  the 


price  of  the  articles  to  the  miDimam  of  a 
able  profit  on  the  capital  employed. 

Your  memorialists  would  farther  state,  that  tke 
manufactories  of  iron,  in  this  State,  are  saffenag 
under  their  discouragements;  that  these  impoi- 
tant  establishments  will  never  flourish,  while  th«T 
have  to  compete  with  the  Russian  and  Swedisc 
nobility,  who  supply  this  country.  We  saf  De- 
bility, for  the  iron  factories,  in  Russia  and  Swe- 
den, are  carried  on  by  the  manual  labor  of  an  in- 
digent peasantry,  who  are  attached  to,  and  tnis- 1 
ferrable  with,  those  vast  estates,  and  who  reeeire 
no  further  compensation  than  a  bare  subsistaee; 
and  while  hemp  is  imported  without  duty,  ira 
will  continue  to  be  brought  to  this  couatry  is 
ballast,  at  a  very  moderate  freight  In  18^/ii  i 
supposed  32,000  tons  of  iron  was  consumed,  ihttt 
fourths  of  which  was  imported.  And  it  may  fa- 
ther be  remarked,  on  this  point,  that  the  depreet- 
ation  in  the  price  of  iron  in  Russia  and  Svredo, 
within  two  years,  has  equalled  nearly  the  presei; 
duty.  And  should  our  friendly  reutioDs  ces 
with  Russia,  the  leading  member  of  the  Hoif 
Alliance,  we  should  need  from  oar  enemy  '^ 
important  staple,  iron,  without  which,  we  shovli 
be  far  from  independence. 

In  addition  to  the  facilities  of  importing  Bntsa 

?[oods,  the  opportunity  afforded  the  British  mass- 
acturer  of  sending  his  goods  immediately  voiat 
tion,  with  little  or  no  comparative  expense,  wiS 
continue  to  discourage  the  fair  merchant  aod  naa- 
ufacturer,  who,  white  they  vend  their  articles,  is 
obliged  to  pay  rent,  taxes,  and  foraish  their  p 
portion  for  national  support  and  defence.  Iicav* 
not  be  concealed,  that  the  British  have  regarM 
our  commerce  and  manufactures  with  a  jeiioai 
eye,  and  will  adopt  every  measure  to  depress  as 
manufactures  while  they  crowd  on  us  their  &^ 
rics.  Already  does  the  Cabinet  of  Sl  James  cat- 
template  further  patronage,  by  allowing  a  drav- 
back  of  twelve  per  cent,  on  foreign  wool.  Sho^ 
this  measure  be  adopted,  our  Government  mtf 
extend  still  further  encouragemeot  by  increasif 
the  tariff,  or  our  manufactures  mast  ineriaif 
fall ;  and  the  political  axiom  should  be  eogrtrtf 
on  the  heart  of  every  statesman,  that,  while  Eof 
land  and  France  are  our  friends  in  peace,  li^^ 
are  our  rivals  in  trade. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  pray  that  0^- 
gress  would  revise  and  increase  the  tariff,  by^ 
additional  duty  on  woollens,  fine  cottons,  aai 
iron,  and  such  duu  on  auction  sales,  as  will  ^ 
courage  the  manufacturer,  and  protect  him  (rm 
the  greatest  evil — the  arts  and  designs  of  rinb 
abroad. 

DAN'L  BURROWS,  Ckairmsfi 

Attest :    Henby  L.  Ellsworth,  SeerOarp. 


MEMORIAL 

Of  sundry  merchants,  manufacturers^  ^c,  of  M 
more, — January  19,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  ike 
United  States  in  Coogreas  asaembled. 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  merchtu^ 
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inufactarers,  mechaDies,  and  property-holders 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  respectfully  sboweth : 
That  they,  in  commoo  with  their  fellow  citizens 
ihe  other  commercial  cities  of  the  Union,  being 
iously  affected  by  the  extensive  evils  which  have 
uited,  and  which  are  still  augmenting,  from  the 
ange  that  has  taken  place  in  the  prosecution  of 
de,  from  a  regular  system,  under  which  its  ad- 
Dtages  were  generally  divided,  to  the  manage- 
!at  of  it  through  extensive  public  auctions, 
tereby  its  profits  are  monopolized  by  a  few ;  and 
png  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  National  Legisla- 
e  to  protect  and  foster  the  soundness  of  our  in- 
:utioDs,  beg  leave  to  present  for  consideration 
ne  of  the  leading  facts  connected  with  this 
portant  subject,  and  to  petition  that  such  a  lax 
r  be  imposed  as  will  place  the  trade  carried  on 
ough  the  medium  of  public  auctions,  and  that 
ich  is  prosecuted  in  a  regular  way,  on  an  equal 
tiog. 

if  our  memorialists  with  confidence  jrepreoent, 
it  of  all  the  public  and  private  sales  of  manu- 
tured  goods  made  by  auctioneers  in  the  city  of 
Itimore,  it  is  believed  that  fall  three-fourths  of 
!  amount  is  on  foreign  account. 
?rom  this  fact  alone,  and  considering  that  nearly 
foreign  business  is  done  through  them,  clear 
the  usual  expenses  of  a  commercial  establish- 
Qt,  your  memorialists  conceive  it  to  be  rendered 
dent,  that  they  are  the  means  of  transferring 
m  the  resident  merchants  to  foreigners,  the  su- 
ior  advantages  of  a  market,  which  is  created 
1  kept  up  by  the  concentration  of  our  citizens, 
1  great  expense,  without  contributing,  in  any 
terial  degree,  to  support  the  public  burdens,  or 
maintain  the  market,  by  keeping  the  citizens 

I  capital  together,  which  constitate  it.  If  the 
ire  trade  of  one  of  our  large  commercial  cities 
re  forced  through  one  great  auction  establish- 
nt,  the  consequences  would  be  still  more  seri- 
dy  felt;  so  your  memorialists  apprehend,  in 
portion  as  the  trade  verffes  into,  and  becomes 
bodied,  and  monopolized  by  a  few,  as  it  now 
loder  the  auction  system,  that  the  profits  and 
oluments  of  it,  which  are  now  carried  off  by 
owners  of  foreign  merchandise,  residing  abroad, 
il  be  rendered  less  beneficial  to  all  other  parts 
the  eommanity. 

f  it  be  true  that  a  division  of  capital,  extending 
m  a  few  to  the  many,  increases  the  productive- 
iS  of  it,  it  most  be  equally  correct  that  the  divi- 

II  of  business  and  its  emoluments  operates  in 

!  same  way,  and  with  equal  benefit.  In  some  of 
!  commercial  cities,  your  memorialists  beg  leave 
DOtice,  that  the  auction  business  exists  under 
t  patronage  of  the  StaOs  authority,  and  the 
nber  of  auctioneers  is  limited  entirely  by  the 
asure  of  it.  From  the  heavy  current  of  busi- 
is  which  this  eminent  advantage  secures  to 
m,  they  are  raised  above  the  rivalship  of  other 
rchaots  in  effecting  also  extensive  private 
w. 

rhe  whole  expenses  of  resident  merchants^  to- 
her  with  all  their  surplus  profits,  being  retamed 
the  same  community,  contribute  in  return,  and 
a  very  considerable  degree,  to  support  the  ar- 


tists and  laboring  classes  of  our  towns  and  to 
furnish  the  agriculturists  of  our  country  with  the 
means  of  supplying  themselves  with  such  articles 
of  foreign  and  domestic  manufactured  goods  as 
are  essential  to  their  convenience,  each  deriving 
some  benefit  from  the  services  and  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  other,  and  thus  a  general  improvement 
results  from  the  labor  of  all.  But  under  the  auc- 
tion system  of  trade^  nothing  is  felt  but  the  com- 
mission of  the  auctioneer,  and  in  some  cities  a 
small  corporation  tax ;  whilst  all  the  profits  which 
arise  from  that  heavy  proportion  of  it,  done  on 
account  of  foreign  houses,  become  withdrawn  as 
soon  as  they  are  realized.  This  class  of  profits, 
it  is  known  to  practical  men.  has  proved  to  be 
very  extensive. 

When  the  business  of  a  foreign  house,  having 
all  the  advantage  of  the  market,  is  done  at  so 
much  less  expense  than  that  of  a  resident  mer- 
chant, who  sustains  the  very  same  market,  it  may 
reasonably  be  apprehended  that  the  auction  sys- 
tem will  continue  to  encroach  upon  the  regular 
trade,  until  it  shall  ultimately  extinguish  it ;  and 
thus  put  out  of  employment,  or  continue  to  render 
unemployed,  a  vast  amount  of  property,  and  with 
it  a  considerable  number  of  merchants,  and  per- 
sons of  other  pursuits. 

Turning  from  the  direct  pecuniary  considera- 
tions of  the  case,  your  memorialists  would  also 
beg  leave  to  place  under  your  view  some  of  the 
immoral  consequences  which  are  produced  by  the 
auction  system  of  trade.  Under  it,  great  irregu- 
larity and  artificial  excitements  are  produced  on 
the  market,  which  lead  our  trading  community, 
more  especially  the  junior  class  of  merchants, 
whose  soundness  of  principle  it  would  appear  to 
be  the  true  policy  to  foster,  from  the  sober  calcu- 
lations of  integrity,  predicated  upon  the  cost  and 
regular  consuming  demand  for  commodities,  into 
rash  adventure  and  habits  of  chance,  which  bear 
a  greater  affinity  to  gambling  than  to  commerce 
or  trade.  The  most  artful  generally  overcome 
the  more  honest  in  the  operations  of  scheme  and 
hazard  ;  and  when^  under  a  correspond ingjdepres- 
sion  of  market,  which  generally  follows  a  previous 
excitement,  the  weaker  class  become  oppressed  or 
broken  down,  and  the  strong  become  injured,  the 
auction  system  offers  its  ready  aid,  to  lead  into 
depravity  those  who  might  otherwise,  bv  a  timely 
arrangement  with  their  creditors,  at  least  have 
retained  their  reputations  for  honesty. 

Merchants,  who  become  a  little  embarrassed 
from  a  course  of  trade  so  confused,  and  who,  un- 
der a  hope  of  recovering  their  strength,  are  allured 
to  purchase  on  credit  from  regular  houses,  convey 
the  goods  secretly  to  auction,  and  pledge  them 
for  money  at  a  heavy  usurious  interest,  to  be  thus 
absorbed  by  expenses,  or  forced  off  at  a  sacrifice, 
without  the  presence  of  a  fair  demand ;  and  if  a 
commercial  friend  is  to  be  secured  for  his  endorse- 
ments at  bank,  or  for  his  endorsements  for  pur- 
chases at  auction  of  merchandise  frequently  owned 
abroad,  the  regular  resident  trader  is  here  again 
exposed  to  the  hazard  of  being  defrauded  in  this 
way,  by  the  inclination  of  the  purchaser  to  satisfy 
what  may>  be  a  foreign    debt,  and  the  auction 
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again  lends  its  aid  to  carry  on  and  corer  the  frau- 
dulent operation. 

These  practices,  when  once  begun,  are  fre- 
quently repeated ;  and,  taken  in  connexion  with 
the  other  destructive  means  of  raising  funds, 
convey  more  merchants  to  ruin,  after  the  first 
stages  of  embarrassment,  than  all  their  losses  on 
a  regular  trade ;  and  exhibit,  at  one  view,  the 
principal  cause  why  the  commercial  failures,  in 
our  large  cities,  are  more  frequent,  more  desperate, 
and  involve  more  depravity^  than  in  the  country, 
where  the  operations  of  tradmg  men  do  not  admit 
of  the  same  concealment.  Thus,  it  appears,  that 
the  auction  system  derives  a  partof  its  sustenance 
from  the  victims  of  ruin  produced  by  its  own  de* 
structive  operations. 

Another  great  evil  which  your  memorialists 
would  urge,  as  growini;  out  of  this  system,  is  the 
injury  it  occasions  to  the  revenue.  The  Ameri- 
can merchant,  in  making  his  purchases  in  Europe, 
is  obliged  to  pay  the  manulaeturer's  profit,  and, 
in  many  instances,  the  factor's  profit ;  he  must 
employ  an  agent,  who  charges  a  commission,  and 
is  subjected  to  various  other  expenses  which  the 
foreign  manufacturer  can  avoid;  upon  all  of  which 
he  pays  a  duty  to  Government :  Whereas^  there 
is  too  much  reason  to  believe,  that  the  foreiffo 
manufacturer  does,  in  manv  instances,  pass  his  fa- 
brics through  our  custom  nouses  at  the  net  man- 
ufactured cost,  and  thus  pays  considerably  less 
duty,  than  the  resident  importer  pays  on  the  same 
articles.  By  these  means,  he  is  actually  enabled 
to  vend  his  productions  in  the  American  markets, 
at  less  than  the  same  goods  could  be  imported  by 
our  own  citizens,  and  yet  secure  a  profit.  The 
confidential  and  intimate  connexion  which  exists 
between  some  of  the  auction  establishments  of 
this  eountrv  and  the  manufacturers  in  Europe, 
facilitates  toese  operations,  and  contributes,  efiec- 
tually,  to  drive  the  American  merchant  out  of  the 
market ;  while  it  also  greatly  afiects  the  revenue 
of  the  United  Sutes,  by  reducing  it  much  below 
what  it  would  be,  were  the  same  goods  imported 
by  our  own  citizens.  This  course  of  business 
also  throws  the  whole  profits  of  the  trade  into  the 
hands  of  foreigners  residing  abroad,  to  the  great 
impoverishment  of  our  own  country,  and  increase 
of  the  balance  against  it. 

Considering,  therefore,  as  the  auction  system 
of  business  cannot,  from  its  own  nature,  afford  any 
peculiar  profit  or  emolument,  or  any  peculiar  ad- 
vantages to  a  trading  community;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  it  must  have  a  tendency  to  vitiate 
the  commercial  system,  in  various  respects,  by 
encouraginff  gambling  in  trade,  and '  impairing 
the  general  benefit  by  its  monopolizing  effects; 
and  that  it  does,  as  now  conducted  in  the  United 
States,  most  certainly  transfer  a  great  proportion 
of  the  advantages  and  profits  of  business  from  our 
resident  merchants  to  foreigners;  who,  by  with- 
drawing their  profits,  as  soon  as  they  are  realized, 
leave  an  impression,  to  be  felt  on  every  other 
branch  of  interest  in  the  community ;  and  that 
the  public  revenue  suffers  materially,  both  in  its 
amount  and  security  ;  your  memorialists  respect- 
fully pray  your  honorable  bodies  to  impose  a  duty 


of  ten  per  centum  on  sales  by  aoction,  exceptutf 
the  eflfects  of  bankrupts,  and  deceased  pe^ns, 
goods  sold  for  the  benefit  of  underwriter,  shippiag 
and  real  estate. 


MEMORIAL 


Of  the  farmen,  mamifacturen,  medumiet^  aad  mg- 
dumts,  of  the  txnaUp  of  Rermdaer^  m  Ae  ^ak^ 
New  York,  praying  for  a  nvinon  of  the  Tvif^ 
Januarp  26,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  BepresentttiTei  of  tt 
United  States  in  Congreaa  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  farmers,  manafactoiei 
mechanics,  and  merchants,  of  the  county  of  Ros- 
selaer,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  respecifoi^ 
showeth: 

That  the  staple  commodities  of  this  dismct 
of  country  are,  provisions,  breadsUi&,  wool  m 
flax ;  that  the  respective  values  of  these  commsir 
ties,  in  market,  do  not  furnish  a  fair  compessaiitt 
to  the  producers;  and,  that  the  cause  of  tbb^ 

Eression  of  prices  is  the  limited  demand,  bode 
ome  and  abroad,  which,  when  dnlir  sq^^ 
leaves  a  great  surplus  on  our  hands.  Nov,  nik 
labor  of  a  country  be  the  source  of  its  wealth :  ui 
if  that  labor  has  been  employed  in  prodoeis?) 
surplus  which  is  without  value,  then  bastheeas; 
try  sustained  an  injury,  by  an  unwise  directioBii 
its  labor. 

The  great  body  of  your  memorialists  are  i'- 
mers.  From  the  beginning  of  the  separate,  ia^ 
pendent  existence  of  this  nation,  until  withai 
few  years  past,  the  condition  of  Europe  was  ssd 
that  the  products  of  the  land  of  tbiscoantryfootf 
a  ready  market,  and  lucrative  prices.  DoriogiK 
long  and  wasting  wars  in  that  part  of  the  woi^ 
the  nations  there  had  so  large  a  portion  of  ^ 
population  transformed  from  producers  intocs- 
sumers,  that,  after  consuming  the  prodoetsof  iM^ 
own  soil,  they  still  required  additional  sup]»lie^s 
extensive  as  to  consume,  also,  the  surplus  prodseti 
of  American  agriculture.  The  popcuatioa  of  a? 
country,  moceover,  was  at  that  time  thin ;  lantl  *" 
cheap ;  the  augmenting  numbers  of  the  fo^ 
found  ample  room,  and  easily  spread  om^ 
surface  of  the  territory ;  the  new  soil  was  fertik: 
little  skill  was  requisite ;  and  health,  and  lo^ 
habits,  were  nearly  all  the  capital  Chat  was  De«^ 
The  nation  was,  at  the  same  time^  neutral;  a» 
our  merchants  had  full  employment  as  caniss. 
In  such  a  state  of  things,  the  labor  of  this  conitn 
was  profitably  employed  in  two  principal  «>y^^ 
and,  m  those  two  wafs^  that  labor  was  suffio^' 
to  produce  a  degree  of  general  prosperity  seft' 
exceeded. 

But  that  state  of  things  has  passed  away.  T:^ 
general  settlement  of  the  afiOsiirs  of  Europe,  by  ikt 
peace  of  1815,  reconverted  the  nations  there  ffos 
consumers  into  producers. 

The  vast  amount  of  labor  disengaged  from  f^' 
operations  of  war,  and  directed  to  the  coliintK^ 
of  the  land,  together  with  the  cheapness  of  tbi^ 
labor,  and  the  skill  with  whiclr  it  was  dir?ct» 


U33 


APPENDIX. 


3134 


Revisum  of  the  Tarif. 


irodaced  such  an  abuadftoce  of  supply  a^  to  drive 
lur  productioos  out  of  rbeir  markets,  and,  in  some 
Dstances,  to  follow  them  to  our  own  shores. 
rbere  is,  tberefore,  at  this  time,  and  there  has 
wen  for  several  years,  a&  over-supply  of  the  pro- 
lucts  of  agricttiture— they  have  glutted  the  mar- 
Lets  of  the  world.  This  waot  of  a  foreign  market 
las  not  been  supplied  at  home;  for  our  own  pro- 
lucers  have  increased  in  a  far  greater  ratio  tnan 
mt  consumers;  and  the  consequences  have  been, 
Q  this  part  of  the  country,  a  universal  depression 
)f  prices,  depreciation  of  the  value  of  land,  a  slug* 
rlisb  cireulation,  general  embarrassment,  frequent 
iberiff's  sales,  and  ruin.  These  ill  consequences, 
bough  experienced  most  extensively  by  our  far* 
aers,  have  not  been  confined  to  them.  They 
lave  been  felt  by  the  mechanics,  the  laborers,  the 
nercbants,  and  the  professional  men.  Farmers 
»>uld  not  afford  to  hire  laborers,  to  prodace  wbAt 
:ould  not  be  sold;  and  neither  could  afford  to 
twy  of  the  merchant  commodities  for  which  he 
could  not  pay.  The  spirit  of  enterprise  wa.s 
ebecked.  No  new  houses  and  barns,  and  no  new 
hnpiements  of  tillage,  were  wanted.  There  were 
alreadv  more  than  enough  of  these ;  for,  nothing 
could  be  done  with  them,  except  to  produce^  and 
to  shelter,  what  had  lost  its  value.  New  lands,  to 
a  great  degree,  ceased  to  be  cleared ;  new  con- 
tracts ceased  to  be  made ;  and,  from  this  general 
ioaction,  the  mechanic  lost  his  wages,  and  the 
professional  man  his  fe^s.  Such  is,  and  has  for 
some  time  been,  the  general  situation  of  these 
Northern  and  Eastern  States. 

Now,  the  mode  of  removing  these  burdensome 
efiects,  to  your  memorialists  appears   perfectly 
^io.    The  condition  of  things  among  us  calls 
lor  the  introduction,  and  permanent  establishment, 
of  new  departments  of  labor,  in  order  to  complete 
the  organization  of  the  social  state,  and  open  to 
the  career  of  an  ingenious  people  new  objects  of 
eoterprise;  new  subjects  for  the  beneficial  exer- 
cise of  their  faculties,  and  employmeat  of  their 
meaas.    In  short,  a  1nan^fac6l!ri$^ff  popidaUon  is 
needed.    A  portion  of  the  community,  now  en- 
gaged in  producing,  or  to  be  so  ensa^ed  as  time 
advances,  must  be  converted,  exclusively    into 
fabricators  and  consumers,  or  the  country  will  be 
overwhelmed  with  an  enormous  mass  of  surplus, 
which  it  cannot  throw  ofll^  and  become  palsied 
from  a  stagnant  circulation.    Human  industry  is 
Aaturally  distributed,  witii  the  advancement  of 
society,  into  certain  great  departments  of  labor; 
aad  such  dbtribution  cannot  be  long  prevented, 
without  essentially  retarding  that  advancement. 
The  ultimate,  permanent  order  of  nature  is,  the 
productions  of  the  earth,  '*  all-bearing  mother," 
nrsi ;  next,  the  modification  of  those  production^ 
ia  such  forms  as  may  best  adapt  them  to  use  ana 
enjoyment ;  and,  last,  mutual  exchanges  of  all. 
Connected  with  these  great  departments  of  indus- 
try, and  dependent  upon  them,  are  the  mechanical 
tod  professional  occupations.    In  this  country, 
owing  to  circumstances  in  the  situatiQa.of  the 
World  already  suggested,  we  have  hitbefeCo  disre- 
garded this  order ;  and,  for  a  time,  we  found  benefit 
iQ  merely  producing  and  exchanging.    But  the 


time  has  at  last  come — and  it  is  indicated  by  the 
general  crjr  for  help,  now  rising  from  the  great 
majority  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  both  these 
departments  of  industry — for  the  establishment 
of  the  other,  completion  of  the  machinery  of  so* 
ciety. 

Your  memorialists  are  aware  that  the  main  dif- 
ficulties in  the  way  of  doing  this  are  the  prejudices, 
the  habits  of  thinking  and  acting,  which  origina- 
ted in  the  period  of  our  history  already  referred  to. 
The  opinions  then  adopted,  and  which  were  then 
proper,  have  been  reluctant  to  yield  to  the  evidence 
that  those  times  have  forever  passed  away.  But 
that  evidence  has  now  so  accumulated  that  the 
most  slow  of  faith  begin  to  believe  that  a  new 
distribution  of  the  lalx>r  of  the  country  must  be 
made,  or  the  prosperity  of  the  country  must  be 
seriously  impaired. 

These  trqths  are  so  plain— -they  have  been  forced 
upon  your  memorialists  by  such  impressive  expe- 
rience— that  your  memorialists  cannot  but  believe 
that  your  honorable  body  will  listen,  examine,  and 
be  convinced.  This  request  of  your  memorialists 
is  not  the  sinister  prayer  of  a  few  individuals,  nor 
of  a  small  and  distinct  class,  having  only  a  petty 
stake  in  society ;  it  is  the  united  voice  of  the  mass 
of  the  people,  in  ail  the  callings  of  life ;  and  it  is 
occasioned  by  a  community  of  embarrassment 
never  knowh  among  us  till  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope quitted  war  for  work,  and  left  us  without  a 
market. 

A  market,  therefore,  is  our  great  want.  How 
is  this  to  be  obtained  1  In  the  opinion  of  vour 
memorialists,  it  is  to  be  obtained  only  by  such  an 
increase  of  duties  on  the  importations  of  those  for- 
eign fabrics  of  which  the  raw  material  is,  or  can 
be,  easily  and  abundantly  procured  at  home,  as  will 
encourage  a  diversion  of  a  part  of  our  own  capi- 
tal and  labor  to  the  manufacture  of  them.  The 
old  doctrine  is,  we  are  aware,  that  no  nation  is 
ready  to  manufacture  until  its  population  has  so 
multiplied  that  there  are  more  hands  than  lands. 
But  t^is  is  fallacious.  The  true  test  of  the  fact 
whether  a  nation  be  ready  to  manufacture,  is  not 
drawn  from  the  comparison  of  the  number  of  its 
people  with  the  quantity^  of  its  land,  but  from 
the  comparison  of  its  ability  to  produce  with  its 
opportunity  to  sell :  or,  in  other  words,  the  true 
test  is,  the  relation  of  demand  and  supply.  It 
may,  indeed,  happen,  that,  while  there  are  fewer 
hands  than  lands,  the  cultivation  of  the  latter 
will  be  the  most  beneficial  appropriation  of  a  na- 
tion's labor ;  but  it  may,  also,  be  otherwise ;  so 
that  the  first  mentioned  comparison  does  not  fur- 
nish the  true  criterion,  and  the  example  of  our 
own  country  has  now  demonstrated  both  parts  of 
this  proposition.  At  first,  our  ability  to  supply 
was  not  as  great  as  our  opportunity  to  sell ;  and 
all  that  we  could  produce  found  a  profitable  mar- 
ket. Now,  we  cannot  dispo:ie  oi  half  that  we 
can  supply,  and  a  general  agricultural  languor 
pervades  the  country.  But  to  restore  the  country 
from  this  universal  inanition,  by  the  introduction 
of  manufactures,  requires  the  iaterpositioii  of  the 
Legislative  power  of  the  nation.  This  interpo- 
sition is  necessary,  because,  without  protecting 
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da  ties,  the  manufactorers  of  Europe,  with  their 
enormous  capital  and  exquisite  skill,  can  manu- 
facture so  economically  as  to  defeat  our  infant 
attempts  by  their  competition.  They  can,  and  do 
Throw  such  quantities  of  their  fabrics  into  our 
markets,  and  force  them  upon  us  at  such  low 
prices,  tnat  our  smaller  capitalists,  with  their  less 
skilful  artisans,  cannot  establish  their  factories, 
and  save  themselves  from  ruin.  This  competition 
can  never  be  sustained  without  protecting  duties 
in  the  outset,  nor  until  experience  and  skill  shall 
have  introduced  economy,  and  the  business  of 
manufacturing  shall  have  become  so  extensive 
that  small  profits  shall  make  large  amounts ;  be- 
cause, no  prudent  man  will  hazard  his  property, 
under  existing  circumstauces,  in  a  contest  with 
those  who  can  wield  means  so  much  more  exten- 
sive. Even  if  our  domestic  attempts  should  be 
made,  in  the  beginning,  with  some  prospect  of 
success,  yet  they  would  soon  be  borne  down  by 
the  foreign  manufacturers ;  for,  such  is  the  state 
of  society  in  the  great  manufacturing  countries  of 
Europe,  every  department  of  industry  is  so  crowd- 
ed, so  much  capital  is  invested  in  each,  and  the 
olMtacles  to  a  different  investment  are  so  insur- 
mountable ,that  the  manufacturer  must  continue 
to  manufacture,  at  the  most  penurious  prices,  or 
go  to  ruin ;  for  he  cannot  change  his  occupation, 
when  every  other  department  of  labor  is  as  much 
crowded  as  his  own. 

This  state  of  things  is  necesssarily  growing 
worse,  because  the  ability  to  manufacture  is  in- 
creasing in  Europe  in  a  far  greater  ratio  than  the 
demand  for  consumption,  in  consequence  of  the 
improvement  and  multiplication  of  machinery. 
It  is,  therefore,  the  interest  of  those  manufac- 
turers to  sell  at  the  lowest  possible  rates,  and  force 
their  goods  off,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  com- 
petition, in  every  direction,  though,  at  the  same 
time,  they  cannot  consume  the  tithe  of  the  pro- 
ducts which  are  supplied.  The  consequences  of 
this  state  of  things  are,  poverty  among  the  agri- 
cultural nations,  and  wealth  and  power  among  the 
manufacturing  ones.  If.  our  manufacturers  could 
be  protected  from  this  overbearing  competition 
until  they  should  have  acquired  experience  and 
skill  sufficient  for  economy,  they  could  then  sus- 
tain the  competition  from  abroad  ;  and  the  com- 
petition at  home  would  fast  reduce  prices  to  their 
present  general  standard,  or  lower.  It  is  urged, 
we  know,  by  those  who  oppose  our  views,  that  it 
is  unjust  to  raise  prices  upon  the  majority  of  the 
community,  by  diminishing  competition,  through 
the  medium  of  protecting  duties,  or  in  any  other 
way,  for  the  benefit  of  a  small  class.  But  this 
objection  is  deceptive  and  unsound.  In  the  first 
place,  though  apparentlv  true  in  terms,  it  is,  nev- 
ertheless, substantially  false.  The  great  body  of 
your  memorialists,  as  has  already  been  stated,  are 
farmers,  and,  though  the  immediate  benefit  of 
the  permanent  and  effectual  protection  of  man- 
ufactures would  be  felt  by  those  who  are  ^n- 
ffaged  in  manufacturing,  yet  the  ultimate,  and  by 
far  the  most  important  benefit  would  be  experi- 
enced by  society  at  large ;  and  it  is  precisely  for 
the  sake  of  the  latter  that  we  ask  protection  for 


the  former.    It  is,  moreover,  a  fact  which  ao* 
not  be  questioned,  that  the  low  prices  which  at 
present  form  the  great  obstacle  m  the  war  d 
our  domestic  manufacturers  are,  in  a  great  d^ 
gree,  caused  by  even  the  unskilful  and  hazard- 
ous attempts  of  those  very  manufacturers,  with 
the  present  protection,  to  supplv  their  couotrj- 
men ;  and  we  would  seriously  ask  if  they  are  oot 
entitled  to  some  consideration  on  that  accoQDt? 
Take  away  this  domestic  attempt  to  manofae- 
ture;  let  foreign  manufactorers  know  that  thm 
was  no  design  in  this  country  to  engage  id  soch 
business;  and  soon  would  the  prices  of  importei! 
goods  rise  to  such  a  height  as  would  be  an  ^mp 
remuneration  to  our  manufacturers,  if  tbey  eouU 
now  receive  them ;  because,  the  charges  on  forafB 
goods,  for  transportation,  first  of  the  nw  mal^ 
rial,  then  of  the  manufactured  article,  with  i 
great  variety  of  incidental  charges,  wodM  be 
saved  to  our  own  manufacturers,  and,  coosv- 
quently,  to  our  consumers.    But  allow  that  prices 
would  be  raised ;  it  would  only  be  for  a  sbcrt 
time.     Our  artisans  would  soon    acquire  skill 
enough  to  reduce  the  expense  of  fabricatioo ;  %k 
the  adoption  of  those  economical  modes  of  cob- 
ducting  the  business  which  experience  wooid  sb^- 
gest,  and  to  which  domestic  competition  ww\i 
ur^  our  proprietors,  would   soon  bring  don 
prices ;  and  the  consumer  would  shortly  be  is 
cheaply  supplied  as  he  now  is,  with  iocalcoltblf 
advantage  of  a  permanent,  steady,  and  increasiBf 
market  open  for  his  raw  materials,  his  provisiofl?. 
and  his  breadstuffs.    Besides,  if  the  prices  paid  i' 
manofiietorers  were  raised,  so  would  be  the  prim 
paid  to  the  farmers,  and  the  mechanics,  and  all 
others;  and  high  prices,  both  for  buying  and  sdi* 
ing,  are  better  than  low  prices,  even  if  the  saau 
relative  proportion  obtains  in  the  respective  case?. 
But,  on  this  subject,  we  are  not  leA  merely  t» 
^neral  reasoning,  nor  to  the  unsupported  asnf- 
tions  of  interested  individuals.    The  experience  of 
the  country,  in  this  respect,  though  not  exteosive, 
is  perfectly  decisive.    In  1816,  the  minimom  prict 
upon  which  duty  should  be  charged,  of  a  sqoarf 
yard  of  white  cotton  doth,  was  fixed  at  twentr- 
five  cents.    The  wholesome  effects  of  this  wise 
measure,  which  were,  the  investment  of  capital 
the  production  of  skill,  and  the  exettemeDt  of 
competition  in  the  manufacture,  are  too  veil 
known  to  need  elucidation.    Every  man's  cxptri* 
ence  has  informed  him  that  the  coarse  conon 
now  manufactured  in  this  country,  are  both  sape- 
rior  in  quality,  and  inferior  in  price,  to  any  uoh 
lar  article  ever  imported.    The  beo^t  of  (bis 
result  has  been  most  extensively  experienced  Iff 
the  grower  of  the  raw  material :  for,  while  he  his 
enlarged  his  market  for  his  cotton,  he  has  bea 
able  to  procure  a  better  and  cheaper  article  f« 
consumption.    The  extent  of  this  beneit  to  ^ 
Southern  cotton  planter  may  be  illostrated  by  ^ 
fact  that,  whereas,  in  1810,  there  were  purehasH 
and  wrought,  in  our  Northern  factories,  oolyaboot 
three  caillion  pounds  of  raw  cotton,  there  are  no* 
purchasad,  and  manufactured,  not  far  from  thirty 
million  pounds,  or  about  one  quarter  of  til  the 
cotton  produced  in  the  country. 
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^oWj  confiding  in  experience  as  the  great  trier 
)f(rQth,  and  impelled  by  the  general  depression 
)fthp  agricultural,  and,  by  necessary  consequence, 
)f  all  the  other  interests  of  the  North,  we  ask, 
irsi,  for  an  increase  of  duty  on  the  importation  of 
iroollen  fabrics. 

All  this  northern  section  of  the  Union,  especi- 
illy  ibe  State  of  New  York,  is  peculiarly  well 
idapted,  by  nature,  to  the  raising  ot  sheep.  Wool 
s  a  raw  material  that  can  here  be  supplied  in 
ibundance,  and  wiih  ease ;  but  there  are  none  to 
)uy  it.  We  wish  the  establishment  of  woollen  fac- 
ories,  so  that  we  can  convert  some  of  our  arable 
Dto  pasture,  and  diminish  the  surplus  of  our  bread- 
tufifs  and  provisions ;  sell  that  diminished  surplus 
or  more  than  the  whole  original  quantity  would 
>riDg;  and,  by  gradually  raising  up  a  body  of 
consumers,  in  the  shape  of  a  manufacturing  popu- 
ation,  sell  to  those  consumers  an  article  that  will 
(ring  us  profit ;  that  will  furnish  our  countrymen, 
IS  well  as  ourselves,  with  cheaper  and  better 
ioihiDg  than  they  can  now  procure,  and  set  all 
ilasses  of  society  prosperously  at  work  again.    To 

10  this,  we  respectfully  ask  the  duty  on  imported 
roollen  fabrics  to  be  raised  fifty  per  centum ;  and 
hat  a  minimum  price,  on  which  duty  shall  be 
:harged,  be  fixed  at  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  and 
wenty  cents  for  the  square  yard  of  woollen  cloth. 
JpoQ  similar  principles,  and  relying  upon  experi- 
!nce  for  oar  guide,  we  also  ask  an  increase  of 
iuty  on  imported  iron.  There  are  beds  of  iron 
ire,  distributed  in  various  parts  of  these  Northern 
ind  Middle  States,  sufficiently  extensive  to  supply 

11  Dations,  and  the  ore  is  surpassed,  in  richness 
lod  quality,  by  none  in  the  world.  These  ore- 
teds  are  found,  for  the  most  part,  in  hilly  and 
DOUDtainous  regions,  of  little  or  no  value  for 
gricultural  purposes,  but  abounding  with  fuel, 
nd  with  water.  Nature  is  waiting  for  us,  the 
UDts  of  the  community  are  urging  us,  to  appro- 
priate these  copious  sources  of  wealth  and  strength 
0  the  public  welfare.  But  here,  again,  as  in  the 
:ase  of  wool,  foreign  competition  prevents  the 
xtension  of  those  establishments,  which  would 
convert  our  vast  bodies  of  ore,  now  wholly  with- 
out value,  into  riches.  Next  to  wool  in  import* 
ince,  in  this  connexion,  and  in  this  part  of  the 
ouDtry,  is  iron.  Besides  its  essential  use  as  the 
[Teat  weapon  of  national  defence,  it  is  the  great  in- 
trument  of  peaceful  industry ;  and  it  is  passine 
Qto  use  in  many  new  forms.  The  improved 
ploughs,  for  example,  are  almost  whoUv  made  of 
ron;  and  this  use  of  the  metal  has  enhanced  its 
mportance  to  agriculture  in  an  incalculable  ratio. 
Though  the  first  effect  of  protection  in  this  case, 
IS  Id  others,  would  probably  be  an  augmentation 
*f  the  nominal  price,  yet  the  next  and  speedy 
fleet  would  be,  beyond  a  doubt,  the  reduction  of 
hat  price  to,  at  least,  its  present  minimum 
imount,  by  the  operation  of  competition  and  skill 
It  home.  Indeed,  such  is  the.  abundance  of  our 
>re,  and  the  natural  facilities  of  the  country  for 
tneltiog  and  manufacturing  it,  that  it  would  be 
easonable  to  expect  that  an  article,  of  which  the 
ransportatioQ  forms  so  large  a  part  of  its  cost  to 
he  consumer,  would  soon  be  afforded,  if  manu- 
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factured  at  home,  lower  than  foreign  iron,  and,  at 
the  .^me  time,  brins  a  lucrative  compensation  to 
the  manufacturer,  besides  its  direct  importance 
to  agriculture,  and  to  the  various  mechanical  and 
household  uses  to  which  iron  is  appropriated,  the 
increased  production  of  it  among  us  would  essen- 
tially benefit  the  community,  through  the  medium 
of  the  woollen  and  cotton  factories.  The  iron 
machinery  of  such  establishments  constitutes  a 
large  part  of  their  expense,  by  diminishing  the 
amount  of  which,  the  fabrics  therein  made  could, 
plainly,  be  afforded  at  cheaper  rates  to  the  con^ 
sumer.  On  imported  bar-iron,  therefore,  we  ask 
an  increase  of  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  ton ;  and 
such  additional  duty  upon  other  heavy  articles 
manufactured  of  iron,  as  shall  furnish  an  equally 
effectual  protection  to  the  manufacturer  of  them 
at  home. 

The  article  of  tallow,  too,  is  one  in  which  our 
farmers  have  an  extensive  interest.  The  average 
importation  of  tallow,  for  the  three  years  ending 
with  1822,  was  upwards  of  4,000,000  pounds. 
This  was  equal  to  the  tallow  produced  by  some- 
what more  than  80,000  head  of  cattle,  averaging 
fifty  pounds  of  tallow  each.  Thus,  in  pursuance 
of  the  policy,  which,  under  pretence  of  avoiding 
monopolies,  of  not  conferring  peculiar  privileges 
on  one  class,  of  protecting  agriculture  rather  than 
manufactures,  the  farmers  of  the  United  States, 
with  lands  bevond  their  utmost  ability  to  till  pro- 
fitably, have  been  purchasing  pasture  and  corn 
abroad,  for  more  than  80,000  head  of  cattle,  aad 
then  buying  the  tallow  which  dll  those  cattle 
could  produce.  Is  it  wise  thus  to  pay  to  foreiga 
graziers  the  money  which  shoold  go  to  our  owa 
farmers?  or  should  we  thus  encourage  foreign 
industry,  when  our  own  is  suffering  ? 

Having  experienced  the  good  efiects  of  protect- 
ing duties  in  the  manufacture  of  coarse  cotton 
fabrics,  your  memorialists  believe  the  time  has 
arrived  lor  some  additional  duty  on  foreign  cot- 
tons, so  as  to  encourage  the  manufacture,  at  home, 
of  the  finer  fabrics  oi  this  material;  and,  for  this 
purpose,  we  would  suggest  that  the  minimum 
price,  on  which  duty  shall  be  charged,  be  fixed  at 
33  cents  for  the  square  yard  of  cotton  cloth.  In 
this  connexion,  we  would  also  observe,  that  the 
printing  of  cotton  goods  is  becoming  an  object  of 
importance  to  the  country.  The  South  American 
market  is  about  to  be  open  to  us,  and  the  printed 
cottons  are  most  valuable  in  that  market.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  wise,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
memorialists,  to  encourage  that  branch  of  the 
business. 

Before  concluding  this  application  to  your  hon* 
orable  body,  we  would  also  observe,  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  our  conviction  of  the  sound  policy  of 
granting  further  protection  to  our  domestic  in- 
dustry, in  the  modes  above  recommended,  your 
memorialists  cannot  but  think  we  have  a  strong 
claim  upon  the  equal  justice  of  your  honorable 
body.  The  protecting  duties  hitherto  laid  by  Gov- 
ernment, as  far  as  they  have  been  connected  with 
agriculture,  have  chiefly  aided  the  agriculture  of 
the  Southern  States.  That  such  aid  has  been  ex- 
tended to  our  Southern  brethren  is  gratifying  to 
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usj  as  members  of  the  same  Confederacy ;  but,  we 
thmk,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  fairlf  authorizes 
the  expectation  that  a  similar  paternal  policy  will 
be  extended  to  the  agriculture  of  the  North. 

BETHEL  MATHER,  Chaimian. 

Geo.  M.  TiBBiTS,  Sec'ry. 


MEMORIAL 


0/  sundry  inhabitafUs  of  Petersburgy  in  Virginia^ 
upon  the  stitffect  of  the  propoeed  tariff. — Fdfruary 
20,  1824. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Petersburg,  held 
at  the  Courthouse,  on  Friday,  the  13th  February, 
1824,  called  by  the  Mayor,  to  receive  the  report 
of  the  committee  to  whom  had  been  referred,  at 
a  previous  meeting,  a  letter  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  tariff  of  duties  at  present  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress,  John  H.  Brown,  Mayor,  in 
the  chair,  and  Edward  Pescud  secretary- 
Doctor  Thomas  Robinson,  from  said  committee, 
presented  the  following  memorial,  which,  after 
oeing  read,  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  copies 
ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Representatives 
from  this  district,  as  well  as  to  each  of  the  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  from  Virginia  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States ;  and  likewise  to 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  and  other  principal  cities  of  the  Union : 

Your  memorialists,  the  merchants  of  Petersburg, 
Virginia,  obtrude  their  sentiments  on  your  honor- 
able House  a  second  time  with  reluctance,  on  the 
subject  of  the  tariff  duties ;  but  the  persevering 
selfishness  of  our  manufacturing  associations,  de- 
manding nothing  less  than  the  annihilation  of  the 
mercantile  and  agricultural  interests  of  the  nation, 
to  promote  their  own  schemes  of  rapid  aggrandize- 
ment, leave  us  no  other  alternative  than  either  to 
appeal  to  the  wisdom  of  our  representatives,  or 
appear,  by  our  silence,  to  acquiesce  in  a  measure 
of  the  most  ruinous  tendency;  for  such  we  con- 
ceive the  bill  for  the  alteration  of  the  tariff  duties, 
now  before  your  honorable  body,  to  be.  The 
ablest  statesmen,  both  theoretical  and  practical,  of 
the  commercial  nations  of  Europe,  have  acknowl- 
edged, nay  demonstrated,  that  every  interference 
of  government  to  direct  or  regulate  the  employ- 
ment of  private  capital  or  enterprise,  has  been  at- 
tended with  mischief.  They  deplore  the  evils  in 
which  those  nations  have  been  involved  by  pur- 
suing a  system  of  bounties,  monopolies,  and  pro- 
tecting duties,  and  are  endeavoring  to  retrace  their 
steps  at  the  very  moment  our  legislators  are  in- 
vited to  involve  themselves  in  the  same  labyrinth. 
But  we  do  not  object  to  the  projected  tariff  merely 
on  this  general,  though  strong  ground,  the  experi- 
ence of  other  nations.  We  object,  first,  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  did  not,  with  the 
power  of  regulating,  receive  from  our  Constitution 
also  the  power  of  annihilating  foreign  commerce; 
such  as  is  evidently  the  tendency,  and  such  as,  of 
course,  we  believe  to  be  the  in  tent  of  the  bill  in  ques- 
tion.   We  believe  that  the  power  of  regulating 


foreign  commerce  was  conceded  for  a  diffemt 
purpose,  to  wit,  principally  with  a  view  to  prereat 
the  evils  apprehended  from  a  colibion  of  interests 
among  the  independent  sovereignties  of  wbieh 
our  Republic  is  composed,  and  also  to  sapplf  i 
revenue  for  the  support  ot  the  Gteneral  (kim- 
ment,  without  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  iots- 
nal  taxation.  Retaliation,  in  certain  cases, might 
have  been  thought  of,  but  that  any  farther  restric- 
tions, save  such  as  might  secure  us  the  necesarf 
munitions  of  war,  were  contem|Jated  bf  the 
framers  of  our  Constitution,  we  utterly  disbelief; 
and  against  the  exercise  of  implied  powers  ve 
solemnly  protest.  Nor  can  we  see  how  the  pro- 
jected alterations  of  the  tariff  can  be  supported 
under  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  grandof 
powers  for  regulating  commerce,  seeiog  that  ik 
oil!  is  avowedly  introduced  for  an  object  eotirelf 
distinct  from  the  refi[ulation  of  commerce,  to  wii 
the  establishment  ox  manufacturing  monopolies 
We  can  scarcely  doubt  that  the  nations  of  Europe, 
who  have  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  receive  dot 
raw  materials  will  retaliate  by  eacouraffing  the 
productions  oi  other  countries,  to  the  excTasioo  of 
ours.  The  effect  of  such  re-action  would  be  fatal 
both  to  the  mercantile  and  agricultural  ioleiests. 
That  those  nations  will  consent  to  send  hack  oar 
ships  ballasted  with  dollars,  few  will  be  so  mo&- 
ary  as  to  expect.  Without  reciprocity,  commerce 
cannot  exist,  and  therefore  it  is,  that  we  coostder 
the  annihilation  of  foreign  commerce  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence  of  the  projected  alteratioo^ 
the  tariff.  Secondly:  Thetarifi^asitnowstao^s^ 
bears  very  unequally  on  different  sections  of  our 
extensive  countrv ;  and  this  inequality  will  be  soI! 
more  sensibly  felt  if  the  proposed  alterations  are 
adopted.  It  is  always  unjust  and  impolitic  to  tax 
the  many  for  the  emolument  of  the  few;  botii 
seems  p^uliarly  dangerous,  in  a  confederatioa 
like  ours,  to  introduce  the  seeds  of  jealotujr  asii 
discord  among  our  independent  States,  bjr  decla^ 
log  one  section  tributary  to  another.  This  has 
already  been  partially  effected,  and  will  be  com- 
pleted by  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  question.  That 
the  tax  on  every  article  is  ultimately  paid  hj  the 
consumer,  is  universally  understood,  as  well  as  thai 
the  great  bulk  of  the  consumers,  particalarljr  in  this 
country,  are  agriculturists,  on  whom,  of  coorwi  the 
principal  weight  falls ;  but,  while  the  agricultural 
xnterest  is  thus  generally  taxed,  the  Soathero  agri- 
culturists are  to  be  particularly  bordeoed  bf  the 
enormous  weight  thrown  on  those  coarse  fabrics 
which  constitute  the  clothing  of  our  negroes.  Is 
return  for  this  we  are  promised  a  Northern  market 
for  our  produce.  Will  any  one  believe  that  the 
Northern  manufacturers,  whoat  present  do  not  cob- 
sume  more  than  from  60,000  to  80,000  balesofcottoa 
annually,  will  takeoff  our  hands,  at  tbeEuropeas 
prices,  600,000  bales  ?  Or  will  he  belicre  that  the 
appetite  of  a  ploughman,  on  turning  wearer,  wiil 
be  so  much  improved  that  the  surplus  grain  we 
have  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  export  to  Bo- 
rope,  will  be  consumed  at  home?  Thirdly:  He 
believe  that  our  manufacturers  arc  most  extrata- 
ffantly  protected  already.  In  England  it  is  calco- 
Fated  that  every  manufacturerpays  two  day*' labor 
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(0  the  week  to  his  Government.  This  is  at  once 
a  boanty  of  33^  per  cent,  in  favor  of  the  American 
com{)etitor.  Aod  to  this,  freight,  insurance,  com- 
missioos,  and  the  various  other  charges  incident 
to  (niDsporting  the  commodities  of  one  countr|r  to 
another,  and  you  exhibit  an  aggregate  sufficient 
to  protect  men  who  could  be  satisfied  with  mod- 
erate gains ;  but  when  we  proceed  to  add  to  this 
the  present  heavy  tariff  duties,  the  protection  is  so 
enormous  that  we  are  surprised  totind  an  individ- 
ual so  shameless  as  to  ask  for  more. 

The  scheme  of  increasing  national  wealth  by 
keepiog  our  money  at  home  is  scarcely  worthy  of 
serious  notice.     Money  is  not  wealth,  but  the 
mere  representative  of  it.    The  farmer  purchases 
every  necessary  with  the  produce  of  his  land  and 
iabor.    We  would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest 
to  your  honorable  body  the  policy  of  piermitting 
him  to  send  his  produce  to  that  market  where  he 
eao  obtain  the  highest  price,  and  to  purchase  what- 
ever necessaries  he  may  require,  wnerever  he  can 
obtain  them  on  the  cheapest  terms.    If  the  wealth 
of  an  individual  is  measured  by  the  quantity  of 
necessaries  and  luxuries  he  can  command,  we  have 
no  doubt  the  wealth  of  every  individual  would  be 
increased  by  this  policy ;  and  as  national  is  but 
the  aggregate  of  individual  wealth,  the  national 
wealth  would  certainly  be  increased  in  the  same 
ratio.  We  need  not  remark  how  congenial  such  a 
policy  would  be  both  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our 
Constitution,  nor  how  adverse  to  both  the  project 
of  compelling  so  large  a  portion  of  our  citizens  to 
ibandon  those  pursuits  tor  which  education  and 
sperience  have  best  qualified  them,  and  annihi- 
lating by  a  single  act  a  great  part  of  the  capital 
rested  under  the  faith  of  former  acts,  and  guaran- 
ied  by  the  letter  of  that  Constitution  now  wrested 
0  destroy  it. 

We  find  no  powers,  either  expressed  or  implied, 
;ranted  to  Congress  by  our  Constitution,  to  foster 
aaoufactares  by  ruining  commerce  and  agricul- 
ure ;  and  be  it  remembered  that  the  project  now 
efore  you  is  not  a  commercial  regulation,  but  a 
lanufactaring:  scheme.  We  find,  however,  that 
nequal  taxation  is  expressly  interdicted  by  the 
'onstitntion ;  and  we  unhesitatingly  affirm  that 
lis  interdict,  so  essential  to  the  enjoyment  of 
)ttal  rights,  and  to  the  permanent  duration  of  our 
oion,  would  be  as  directly  violated  by  the  pro- 
cted  alteration  of  the  tariff,  as  by  a  law  declar- 
ig,  in  plain  language,  that  the  States  south  of  the 
Dtocnac  should  be  annually  taxed  to  the  amount 
'  six  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  distributed  among 
e  cities  north  of  that  river;  and  that  the  mer- 
lants  universally  should  pay  ten  per  centum  on 
eir  capitals  for  the  same  purpose.  With  this 
ew  of  the  subject,  your  memorialists  respectfullv 
d  earnestljr  pray  that  their  Representatives  will 
ard  their  interests  and  their  liberties  from  the 
inous  effects  of  the  bill  for  the  alteration  of  the 
'iff  duties  now  before  your  honorable  House — 
neasare  pregnant  with  the  most  fearful  conse- 
ences,  being  as  incompatible  with  the  principles 
;u:>tice  as  it  is  with  the  spirit  and  letter  of  our 
nstitution. 

JOHN  H.  BROWN,  Chairman, 


MEMORIAL 

Of  the  Chamber  ofC<mmerce  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia  Fibruary  Z6, 1824. 

To  the  Sen^^e  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  : 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  respectfully  showeth : 

That  your  memorialists,  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mercial community  which  they  represent,  beg 
leave  to  interpose  their  respectful  remonstrance 
against  a  bill  now  pending  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, entitled  "  a  bill  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  imposing  duties  on  imports." 

The  well  known  object  of  that  bill— *>to  stimu- 
late the  manufactures  of  the  United  States — and 
its  tendency,  in  the  judgment  of  a  large  portion 
of  this  people,  to  depress  the  agriculture  and  com- 
merce of  the  country,  form  the  iodoeemenls  of 
your  memorialists  for  asking  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress. 

In  a  free  country  like  the  United  States,  all 
branches  of  lawful  industry  have  a  right  to  equal 
protection  by  the  laws ;  there  can  be  no  inequality 
without  favoritism,  and  no  favoritism,  without  in« 
justice.  The  Constitution  of  the  Government 
having  placed  all  the  people  on  the  same  plane, 
its  priqctiples  cease  to  operate,  when  the  law  ele- 
vates one  portion,  or  depresses  another ;  and  whe- 
ther the  equality  of  the  citizens  be  disturbed  by 
distinctions  of  persons,  or  of  property,  is  a  matter 
of  indifference. 

That  which  might  be  a  venial  departure  from 
those  principles,  in  a  small  community,  where 
the  whole  would  sympathize  with  the  prosperity 
of  any  considerable  part,  becomes  otherwise  in  a 
confederation  like  this,  whose  members  are  large 
States,  removed  to  a  great  distance  from  each 
other;  destined,  by  nature,  to  different  employ- 
ments ;  incapable,  under  any  legislation,  of  chang- 
ing them  ;  and  subject,  under  a  perverted  legisla- 
tion, to  the  extremity  of  distress  in  one  State, 
while  another  is  smiling  in  prosperity.  In  such  a 
country,  bounties  to  particular  iabor,  are  bounties 
to  particular  States,  which  other  States  pay,  with- 
out partaking  of  the  benefit.  The  design  of  the 
Constitution,  and  the  obligation  of  Congress,  being 
to  provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States,  and  the  duty  of  uni- 
formity, in  the  laws  of  the  Union,  being  emphati- 
cally and  repeatedly  enjoined  in  that  compact, 
your  memorialists  have  no  doubt  that  Congress 
will  never  lose  sight  of  it ;  and  as  little  that  they 
will  perceive  the  destruction  of  all  practical  uni- 
formity, even  by  a  general  law,  if  it  be  made  par- 
tial, by  the  situation,  the  character,  and  the  em- 
ployment, of  large  portions  of  the  country. 

The  universal  opinion  of  well  informed  men, 
has  now  established  it  as  a  general  rule,  that  the 
greatest  degree  of  national  wealth  is  to  be  obtain- 
ed, by  leaving  every  one  to  the  unfettered  use  of 
his  own  labor,  skill,  and  capital ;  for  it  is  in  this 
way  that  individuals,  of  whom  nations  are  com- 

Eosed,  attain  to  the  greatest  prosperity.    Obvious, 
owever,  as  this  general  truth  now  is,  it  has  been 
lofig  in  coming  to  light ;  legislation  has  had  its 
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dark  ages^  as  well  as  letters ;  and  certainly  they 
have  continued  longer  to  envelop  the  principles  of 
national  wealth,  than  they  did  to  obscure  the  laws 
of  science,  or  the  beauties  of  literature.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  dawn,  which  has  tardily  broken 
upon  the  world,  in  the  department  of  trade,  is  not 
to  be  immediately  overcast ;  and,  particularly,  that 
the  clouds  which  are  again  to  darken  it,  are  not 
to  proceed  from  a  quarter  where  every  thing  else, 
in  regard  to  government,  lies  in  the  broadest  light. 
If  legislation  acts  upon  the  subject  of  trade,  which, 
after  all,  is  more  safely  left  to  the  law  of  man's 
nature,  by  which  he  is  incessantly  stimulated  to 
do  the  best  for  himself,  and  therefore  for  his  country, 
it  should  act  for  the  removal  of  impediments  and 
restrictions,  not  for  the  creation  of  them ;  so  much 
more  unerring,  however,  is  this  law  of  man's  na- 
ture, than  any  political  regulation,  that  it  has 
been  deemed  the  wisest  course  to  abstain  from 
public  enactments  altogether,  and  to  leave  the 
Hive  to  the  industry  and  instinct  of  its  laborers, 
without  attempting  to  direct  which  cell  shall  be 
first  filled,  or  to  narrow  the  passage  to  one,  or  en- 
large it  to  another,  more  than  the  wisdom  of  the 
laborers  shall  each  for  himself  provide. 

Whatever  interference  with  the  general  freedom 
of  trade  is  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  revenue, 
and  still  further,  whatever  provisions  hav^  justly 
for  their  object  to  sustain  the  Government  itself, 
by  enabling:  it  to  withstand  the  shock  of  war,  and 
with  this  view  to  promote,  within  its  own  bosom, 
the  necessary  resources  for  such  a  trial,  all  com- 
munities of  men  must  submit  to,  and  will  submit 
to  cheerfully.  Laws  enacted  for  these  purposes, 
are  necessary  exceptions  to  the  general  rule — not 
exceptions  to  its  truth,  for  it  is  true  without  excep- 
tion— ^^but  exceptions  to  its  application ;  they  are 
the  price  which  nations  pay  for  their  existence,  as 
such ;  they  tend  to  diminish  the  production  of 
wealth,  but  they  do  what,  in  every  condition  of 
the  world,  has  been  found  as  useful  as  to  produce, 
namely,  to  secure  the  product.  But,  beyond  this, 
the  danger  of  legislative  interference  with  trade, 
becomes  extreme.  Be  the  wisdom,  and  imparti- 
ality, and  foresight,  of  the  leffislature,  what  they 
may,  they  are  at  nu  time,  and  under  no  circum- 
stances, perfectly  adequate  to  the  task.  The  sub- 
ject is  beyond  the  scope  of  human  intelligence, 
except  when  it  is  individually  and  personally  ap- 
plied to  that  limited  space  within  which  the  in- 
dividual moves;  and,  in  this  particular,  trade 
difiers  little  from  the  thousand  other  interests  of 
the  great  family,  which  it  is  the  ordinance  of 
Heaven  should  be  wrought  out  by  the  separate 
wisdom  and  exertions  of  its  members;  with 
scarce  a  consciousness  how  the  work  is  produced, 
and  with  an  utter  inability  on  their  parts  to  con- 
trive the  result  beforehand. 

The  practice  of  no  foreign  nation  leads,  as  your 
memorialists  submit,  to  a  difierent  conclusion. 
England  has  grown  rich,  in  spite  of  her  restric- 
tions upon  trade,  and  not  by  means  of  them  :  her 
wisest  statesmen  are  desirous  of  removing  them, 
and  can  trace  with  unerring  certainty  to  their 
operation,  a  large  part  of  the  oppression  under 
which  the  fundamental  interest  of  that  natibn 


languishes,  and  is  doomed  to  languish.  Bat  the 
fetters  have  entered  into  her  flesh,  and  they  cannot 
be  removed  without  tearing  away  the  flesh  widi 
them.  Does  the  history  of  England,  with  the 
light  of  the  present  day,  famish  an  argument  to 
the  United  States  for  embarking  in  the  same 
career  of  bounties,  prohibitions,  and  excises? 
England  is  the  great  example  of  their  mischief. 
She  is  emphatically  the  example  of  all  that  in- 
dividual skill,  enterprise,  and  intelligenee,  cu 
achieve  for  the  production  of  wealth,  and  of  aU 
that  perverted  legislation  can  do  to  make  it  fruit- 
less of  national  happiness.  Her  wisdom  has  per- 
haps  been  developed  too  late  for  her  own  §ooA\ 
it  may  possibly  be  not  too  late  for  us. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  sentiment  of  your  memorial- 
ists, which  they  beg  leave  respectfoliy  to  press 
upon  Congress,  that,  beyond  the  limits  of  a  fair 
resort  to  trade  for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  and 
the  case  of  public  necessity,  or  high  public  exi- 
gency, to  prepare  the  country  for  the  event  of 
war,  restrictive  legislation  upon  trade,  whether  it 
be  in  the  shape  of  prohibitions  of  one  branch,  cr 
bounties  to  another,  are  eminently  dangerous; 
and,  to  a  community  as  extensive  and  diversified 
as  this,  severely  uncKjual. 

In  submitting  to  Congress  their  remarb  upn 
the  bill  in  question,  your  memorialists  will  oot 
touch  upon  the  controvert^y — upon  which  tooie 
•  has  been  written  than  has  been  understood— cot- 
cernin^  the  comparative  value  of  Che  applicatioQ 
of  capital  in  different  ways.  The  wealth  of  i 
nation  is  the  combined  result  of  its  application  i& 
every  way  in  which  private  interest  is  promoted 
by  applying  it.  They  are  sincere  well-wishers  (> 
the  manufactures  of  this  country.  They  will  al- 
ways be  happy  to  see  them  prosper,  under  that 
due  prosecution  of  them,  to  which  individual  skill 
and  capital,  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  are 
perfectly  competent.  If  they  are  not  desirous  cf 
seeing  them  suddenly  enlarged  by  the  aid  of  the 
new  tariff,  it  is,  in  part,  because  tne  benefit  to  the 
manufacturers  themselves  is  by  no  means  so  ne- 
cessary a  consequence  as  is  supposed ;  but  it  ii 
principally,  no  doubt,  because  your  memoriali^ 
are  of  opinion  that  such  a  tariff  is  not  wanted  for 
the  purposes  of  revenue,  nor  for  the  existing  man- 
ufactures of  the  country,  and,  above  all,  becaose 
its  influence  will  be  pernicious  to  the  commerce 
and  to  the  agriculture  of  the  nation,  both  of 
which  are  entitled  to  the  equal  protection  of 
Congress. 

It  is  not  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  revenue. 
This  is  almost  the  only  undisputed  point  amoD$ 
the  various  topics  which  are  connected  with  the 
bill.  It  is  frankly  conceded  by  its  friends,  that, 
if  passed  into  a  law,  it  must  diminish  the  reveooe 
derived  from  imposts,  and  that,  from  some  other 
quarter,  the  Government  must  make  up  the  loss. 
So  far,  therefore,  its  opponents  go  upon  conceded 
eround ;  and  almost  the  onl^  ground  on  which 
legislation,  in  regard  to  trade,  is  safe,  is  thus  girea 
up.  Your  honorable  bodies  will  then  be  pledged, 
by  the  enactment  of  this  law,  to  resort  to  that 
mode  of  raising  revenue  to  which  this  people 
have  been  uniformly  opposed,  and  to  which  they 
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nay  be  more  justly  opposed  hereafter  than  here- 
lo/ore.  If  the  extent  of  duty  prescribed  by  the 
irif  be  essential  to  protect  the  manufacturer,  and 
in  excise  be  laid  upon  the  manufacture  equal  to 
he  duty  which  is  lost,  it  seems  to  follow,  neces- 
arilr,  that  the  consumer  must  hereafter  pay  both 
Jie  duty  and  the  excise,  one  of  which  win  remain 
0  the  pocket  of  the  manufacturer,  and  the  other, 
ifter  an  infinity  of  deductions  for  collection,  reach 
hepnblic  Treasury. 

The  tariff  is  not  wanted  for  the  existing  manu- 
actures  of  the  country.  Under  laws  which,  from 
ime  to  tim^  have  been  passed  for  their  aid,  all  of 
hem  operating,  nevertheless,  as  restrictions  upon 
iommerce,  and  a  tax  upon  the  cultivator  and 
^oQsumer,  they  hare  prospered,  and  now  prosper. 
Sow  little  they  partake  of  the  evils  under  which 
he  commerce  and  agriculture  of  the  country  now 
uffer,  need  not  be  remarked.    It  is  at  present  the 
nost  flourishing  branch  of  American  industry, 
if  there  are  exceptions,  they  are  the  consequence 
>f  the  bounty  heretofore  given  by  law.  which  has 
empted  into  the  business  persons  wno  have  not 
he  capital,  nor  the  skill,  nor  the  economy,  to 
mrsue  the  business  with  profit.    Something  more 
han  public  bounty  is  necessary  to  the  gainful 
Kosecution  of  trade  of  any  kind.    Habits  of  close 
Lttention  to  business ;  skill  in  the  application  of 
iJl  the  known  processes;  genius  in  the  invention. 
)f  newer  ones  less  costly,  or  more  efi&eient ;  vigi- 
ance  in  detecting  and  providing  for  the  wants 
ind  caprices  of  the  consumer;  and,  above  all, 
ragality  in  expenditiure ;  these  are  indispensable 
0  thrift  in  any  trade;  and  bow  much  they  melt 
iway  under  the  sunshine  of  legislative  favor,  or, 
ather,  how  often  this  sunshine  warms  into  tem- 
K)rary  animation  those  to  whom  it  cannot  give 
rigor  for  the  constant  struggles  of  trade,  let  those 
ay  who  have  watched  the  operation  of  bounty  laws 
D  Europe.   If  the  existing  bounty  be  not  sufficient 
0  protect  American  manufactures,  what  amount 
Krill  do  it  ?    They  are  already  encouraffed  hj  a 
iaty  on  cotton  ffoods  of  25  per  cent.,  with  a  min- 
mam  estimate  for  the  basis  of  the  duty  of  25  cents 
)er  square  yard,  which,  on  cotton  goods,  similar 
o  those  manufactured  in  this  country,  amounts 
lom  35  to  70  per  cent,  on  the  cost ;  of  25  per 
lenu  on  cotton  twist ;  of  20  per  cent,  on  cutlery 
ind  hardware;  of  30  per  cent,  on  cut  glass;  20 
per  cent,  on  plain  glass;  and  upwards  of  20  per 
;eot.  on  window  glass ;  of  $15  per  ion  on  Russia 
ind  Swedish  iron,  in  bars  and  bolts ;  of  $30  per 
:on  on  rolled  bars  and  bolts ;  and  of  $50  per  ton 
on  hoop,  sheet,  and  rod  iron ;  of  20  per  cent,  on 
ipades  and  shoveb ;   of  30  per  cent,  on  paper- 
baogings ;  of  25  per  cent,  on  woollen  goods,  and 
9f  &  per  cent,  on  manufactures  of  leather ;  be- 
itdes  all  the  advantage  arising  from  the  charges 
3n  the  foreign  articles,  from  inland  carriage,  ship- 
ping expenses,  freight,  insurance,  and  exchange ; 
amountmg,  in  the  article  of  Swedish  iron,  to  about 
75  per  cent,  of  iu  cost  at  the  mines. 

The  perfectly  well  known  prosperity  of  some  of 
the  manufacturing  establishments  of  this  country. 
is,  however,  a  better  argument  than  any  derivM 
(Jrom  the  amoiut  of  duty  and  charges  on  the  for- 


eign fabric ;  for  if,  to  refer  to  one  case  alone,  a 
joint  stock  company  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  is, 
and  for  some  time  past  has  been  able  to  make  a 
dividend  of  annual  profits,  exceeding  twice  or  three 
times  the  ordinary  mterest  of  money,  maintaining 
and  improving  its  capital  at  the  same  time,  where 
is  the  necessity  for  further  aid  ?  Do  others  want 
their  skill?  Then  it  is  skill  that  is  wanted,  and 
not  public  bounty.  Are  others  deficient  in  their 
vigilance,  their  economy,  their  activity?  Let 
these  be  acquired,  and  they  will  abundantly  sup- 

ey  the  place  of  a  new  tariff.  Is  capital  wanting  ? 
ow  does  this  square  with  the  allegation,  that 
capital  is  lying  dead  to  an  immense  amount,  be- 
cause it  cannot  be  employed?  What  in  done  so 
regularly  by  one  manoiacturer,  may  be  done,  with 
similar  means,  by  more;  and  the  means  are  not 
to  be  given  by  the  law,  but  by  the  manufactured. 

The  influence  of  the  tariff  will  be  pernicious  to 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  This  Branch  of  in- 
dustry has  confessedly  suffered  more  than  any  tfther 
by  the  events  of  recent  vears;  it  has  borne  its  dis- 
asters patiently;  they  nave  been  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  events,  which,  although  caused  by 
man,  man  has  neither,  by  action  nor  legislation, 
been  able  to  prevent,  and  scarcely  to  mitigate.  It 
is  just  now  creeping  again  into  life;  and  what  is 
to  be  the  effects  of  the  new  tariff?  The  effect  is 
morally  certain ;  so  much  so,  as  almost  to  infer 
the  intention  in  those  who  promote  the  cause:  it 
is  to  paralyze  and  deaden,  by  one  blow^  that  por- 
tion of  the  commercial  capital  of  this  country, 
which  is  employed  in  the  purchase,  importation, 
and  distribution  of  all  that  the  new  tariff  shall  ex- 
clude from  the  country ;  the  ships  which  are  built 
and  navigated  for  its  carriage — ^the  numerous -arti- 
sans who  are  employed  in  their  equipment'-^the 
seamen  who  man  them,  and  the  fixed  capital  in- 
vented in  wharves,  warehouses,  and  other  property, 
created  as  facilities  to  trade.  Your  honorable 
bodies  will  not  look  for  a  detail  of  ^ese  effects,  in 
a  memorial;  it  has  already  been  given  the  pub- 
lic in  various  forms,  and  shown  to  oe  of  immense 
magnitude ;  no  eur&  no  alleviation,  is  suggested 
for  this;  one  arm  of  the  nation  will  either  be  cut 
off,  or  maimed  forever,  under  the  vain  expectation 
of  promoting  a  better  circulation  in  the  other. 

6ut,  above  all,  will  the  influence  of  the  new  tariff 
be  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  agricultural 
States.  Thb  interest  is  one  with  which  your  me- 
morialists may  be  thought  to  have  no  intimate  con- 
cern, since  their  personal  relations  are  exclusively 
with  commerce;  but,  the  wealth,  the  harmony, 
the  duration  of  this  great  Republic^  are  interesting 
to  all  its  citizens :  and  they  who  wish,  as  your  me- 
morialists do,  that  it  may  be  perpetual,  must  wish 
to  see  it  administered  upon  principles  of  impartial 
justice  to  alL  by  which  alone  its  perpetuity  can 
be  secured.  What  will  be  the  effect  of  a  prohinition 
of  foreign  merchandise,  as  extensive  as  that  now  to 
be  effected,  but  an  immediate  reduction  in  value  of 
the  labor  and  capital  of  the  cultivator,  to  the  whole 
extent  of  the  increased  price  that  he  must  give  for 
the  American  manufacture?  The  evil  to  him  is 
without  compensation ;  the  value  of  his  crops  he 
loseS|  precisely  to  the  extent  in  which  the  mmnn- 
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factarer  gains ;  he  has  no  means  of  warding  off, 
or  breaking  the  blow.  His  capital  is  unconrertibie 
^t  is  fixed  forever  in  the  one  employment  of  ag- 
riculture. He  cannot  participate  in  the  golden 
harvest  of  manufactures,  if  it  is  to  he  a  golden 
harvest.  His  habits,  his  situation,  his  working 
hands,  are  all  unfit  for  the  loom  and  the  spindle. 
He  has  heretofore  sold  for  as  much  as  he  could, 
and  bought  for  as  little  as  he  could,  and  at  such 
markets  as  he  pleased,  in  the  enjoyment  of  that 
liberty  which  was  the  great  end  ot  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  is  hereafter  to  buy  in  one  market  only, 
at  such  prices  as  a  market  without  foreign  com- 
petition will  charge :  and  he  may  sell  as  he  can, 
when  foreign  nations  shall  act  upon  the  principle 
of  taking  no  more  from  us,  than  we  do  from  them. 

Your  memorialists  have  found  themselves  unable 
to  assent  to  the  reasoning  by  which  these  evils  of 
the  nonimportation  system  are  obviated.  They 
cannot  conceive  that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  this 
community  to  give  more  for  an  American  fabric, 
than  for  one  that  is  made  abroad ;  to  pay  a  higher 
price  for  labor  here,  than  they  can  purchase  it  for 
elsewhere.  They  cannot  believe  that  the  effect  of 
the  tariff  is  to  raise  the  price  only  for  a  short  time, 
and  then  to  bring  it  down  forever  below  its  former 
range.  There  is  no  experience  to  j ustify  the  asser- 
tion. The  reduction  of  low-priced  cotton,  since 
the  last  tariff,  is  well  explained  by  other  circumstan- 
ces— the  fall  of  the  raw  material,  the  diminution 
of  the  price  of  labor,  improvements  in  machi- 
nery, stagnation  of  trade.  And  are  not  the  manu- 
facturers asking,  by  this  very  bill,  for  an  increase 
of  duty  on  the  cottons,  with  which  it  is  said  they 
can  compete  with  Great  Britain  in  a  foreign 
market !  The  history  of  our  duty  laws,  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  shows  that  the  aid 
of  the  tariff  has  been  constantly  asked  by  the  man- 
ufacturers, and  never  given  back.  The  duty  on 
cotton  goods,  which,  in  1790,  was  five  per  cent., 
in  1796  and  1800  became  12^ ;  in  1804,  by  the 
Mediterranean  duty,  15 ;  in  1816  and  1818,  after 
the  war  duties  were  at  an  end,  25  per  cent,  with 
a  minimum  valuation  of  25  cents  the  square  yard ; 
and  now,  the  proposition  is  to  impose  a  duty  of  25 
per  cent,  with  a  minimum  valuation  of  35  cents 
the  square  yard.  Certainly  this  has  not  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  temporary  arrangement,  to  give 
American  manufactures  the  opportunity  for  devel- 
opment. When  have  the  manufacturers,  here  or 
in  England,  been  contented,  or  able  to  ptLti  with 
a  bounty  which  the  law  has  once  given  them  ? 

Your  memorialists  are  also  unable  to  compre- 
hend how  the  country  is  to  be  benefited  by  enti- 
cing into  manufactures  that  capital  which  it  is 
said  now  lies  unemployed.  What  difference  is  it 
to  the  country,  whether  the  capital  lies  unem- 
ployed, or  its  employment  is  paid  for  by  an  addi- 
tional charge  upon  the  consumer?  Ir  it  is  un- 
employed, the  capitalist  bears  the  loss:  i(  it  is 
employed  in  manufactures,  which  are  sold  at  an 
enhanced  price,  the  consumer  bears  the  loss.  In 
the  one  case,  the  capitalist  loses  his  interest ;  in  the 
other,  the  consumer  pays  it,  by  paying  just  so 
much  more  than  he  would  have  paid  if  the  capital 
had  been  unemployed,  and  he  had  purchased  at  a 


foreign  market.  The  country  is  in  no  ropeett 
gainer  by  the  employment.  It  is  not  inteoded  bf 
your  memorialists  to  say  that  there  if  not  much 
unemployed  capital  in  the  country.  Much  of  it, 
however,  is  of  a  kind  that  cannot  be  co&?erted 
into  manufactures,  and  that  part  which  eta,  cu 
only  be  converted  by  that  slow  and  healihfnl  ab- 
sorption which  is  made  from  day  to  day,  in  a  lys- 
tem  that  is  left  to  the  care  of  nature. 

But,  if  manufactures  are  to  attimct  to  then: 
selves  the  capital  which  now  lies  uaemployed^ 
your  memorialists  would  ask  what  is  to  be  ibe 
fate  of  that  capital  now  employed  in  commerce, 
and  which  the  tariff  is  to  displace  1  It  certtiolf 
is  not  within  the  contemplated  effects  of  tbetu- 
iff  to  increase  the  consumption  of  maDofactve 
by  increasing  their  price.  The  qoaDiity  will,  at 
all  events,  be  no  greater  than  heretofore;  and, if 
this  shall  be  the  case,  what  the  new  mtnafactaret 
take  up^  the  present  commerce  must  gire  oot, 
with  this  advantage,  that  much  of  what  it  gires 
out  must  be  lost,  because  it  cannot  be  coorcned 
into  any  thing  else. 

So  plain  are  these  consequences,  in  the  appn- 
hension  of  your  memorialists,  that  tbey  caosoi 
but  presume  they  are  in  the  contemplaiion  of  tbotf 
who  espouse  the  new  tarifif^  and  that  it  is  iDteod- 
ed,  by  this  portentous  bill,  to  change  the  f^tkw 
of  the  United  States  with  the  whole  world ;  id 
compel  her  to  manufacture  all  she  coosames;  to 
depend  for  nothing  upon  a  foreign  coon  try,  wbicb 
it  IS  physically  possible  for  her  to  make,  and  id 
withdraw  her  sanction  from  those  motoal  ra- 
tions of  dependence  and  exchange,  upon  wbidi 
the  refinement  and  the  happiness  of  tbe  world 
have  been  heretofore  supposed  to  depend.  If  tb^ 
shall  be  the  work  of  the  nation,  acting  without 
the  control  or  guidance  of  the  law,  it  mif  ^ 
be  inferred  to  be  the  best  thing  for  die  natioa; 
but,  under  the  control  of  the  law,  your  memorial' 
ists  confidently  believe  that  this  effect  will  nerer 
be  produced. 

They  cannot  believe  that  commerce  and  agri- 
culture are  to  sink  into  insignificance^  and  tbat 
manufactures,  like  Aaron's  rod,  are  toswallov 
them  both  up. 

If  this  unsocial  independence  is  to  become  tbe 
idol  of  the  United  States,  it  is  worthy  o(  coi^ 
eration  how  far  foreign  Powers,  and  particolarlf 
Great  Britain,  may  think  it  ezjiedient  to  pnctiee 
upon  the  same  pnnciple.  U  we  uke  notiuaf 
from  her,  she  may  take  nothing  from  os*  ^^ 
will  certainly  take  nothing  from  as  if  she  eii 
obtain  the  same  thiuff  from  her  own  colonies,  or 
from  a  friend  that  wul,  at  the  same  time,  becooe 
a  customer.  If  the  cottons  of  the  United  State 
average  half  a  million  of  ba^  annoally,  befosd 
the  domestic  consumption,  bringing  to  the  cultt* 
vator  upwards  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  a< 
low  prices;  if  not  more  than  fifty  thousand  bales 
are  returned  upon  us  in  manufactured  goods,  froiQ 
all  the  world ;  if  our  tokacco  amounts  to  nearlf 
one  hundred  thousand  hogsheads,  beyond  dom^ 
tic  consumption,  producing  to  the  grower  eight  or 
nine  millions  of  dollars ;  if  the  returns  for  Vi^ 
values,  now  made  in  foreign  fabrics,  BXtw^^ 
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ome  hereafter  in  that  shape,  the  Uaited  States 
last  prepare  not  to  see  them  come  at  ail.^- 
rhey  must  prepare  to  see  the  East  Indies,  the 
ilaolt  Sea,  every  quarter  of  the  habitable  giobe, 
Umulated  by  bounty  to  itself,  and  by  restriction 
ipon  us,  to  take  our  place  in  the  markets  of  Eu- 
ope,  and  to  leave  these  commodities  upon  our 
taods ;  to  leave  in  our  docks,  to  perish,  the  two 
lundred  thousand  tons  of  shipping  emploj^ed  in 
beir  carriage ;  to  lose  the  six  or  seven  millions 
)f  dollars  of  freight  which  they  earn  ;  to  turn  over 
0  beggary  the  ten  thousand  seamen  employed  in 
heir  navigation ;  and  the  ship-builders,  boat- 
)uiiders.  bwcksmiths,  saihoiakers,  ropemakers,  rig- 
gers, caulkers,  joiners,  and  other  artisans,  em- 
)loyed  in  their  construction.  This  day  of  down- 
all  to  the  United  States  your  memorialists  do  not 
inticipate ;  but  it  is  because  they  do  not  anticipate 
;he  success  of  that  policy  which  seems  to  lie  at 
he  fouodatlon  of  the  new  tariff. 

At  the  conclusion  of  these  evils,  your  memorial- 
ists do  not  hesitate  to  mention  the  moral  effect  of 
the  proposed  tariff,  as  not  being  among  the  least 
)f  its  disastrous  tendencies  to  this  community.  It 
IS  unquestionably  true,  that  so  wisely,  for  the  most 
[tart,  have  the  Legislature  of  the  Union  propor- 
tioned the  duties  of  the  ability  of  fair  trade,  that 
in  no  nation  upon  earth  is  there  less  evasion  of  the 
law  by  smuggling.  Yet,  a  coast  and  country 
better  adapted  for  it  are  not  to  be  found ;  and  ef- 
fectually to  prevent  it  would  require  the  soper- 
rision  of  a  line  of  frontier  amounting  to  more 
than  three  thousand  miles.  Man  is,  unhappily, 
such  as  circumstances  make  him  ;  and  there  is  a 
bounty  under  which  crimes  will  flourish,  as  well 
as  manufactures.  Far  less  than  the  duties  of  the 
proposed  tariff  would,  it  is  apprehended,  give  a 
munificent  reward  to  the  smuggler.  Spain  was, 
and  is,  a  country  of  prohibitions,  of  restrictive  du- 
ties, and  monopolies.  According  to  Bourgoanne, 
the  Government  lost,  by  smuggling,  seventy  per 
cent,  of  its  imposts;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
immense  numbers  employed  to  guard  the  revenue, 
a  single  neighboring  nation  carried  on  a  contra- 
band trade  with  that  country  to  the  enormous 
Talue  of  twenty  millions  of  piastres  annually. 

In  the  late  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  short  as  it  was,  and  with  but  little 
time  for  the  preparations  which  unlawful  trade 
requires,  even  more  than  lawful,  the  introduction 
of  contraband  goods,  from  the  Canada  frontier,  was 
opeu,  notorious,  and  daring,  notwithstanding  it 
united  almost  the  guilt  of  treason  with  that  of 
smuggling.  Your  honorable  bodies  cannot  but 
know  how  dangerous  it  is  to  enlist  even  a  preju- 
dice, if  it  be  a  general  one,  in  favor  of  a  violation 
of  law;  and  how  vain  it  is  to  legislate  against 
the  habits,  the  interests,  and  particularly  the  pas- 
sions, of  a  large  body  of  people. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  conclude,  without 
submitting  to  Coneress,  that  some  of  the  provis* 
ions  of  the  bill  referred  to,  seem  as  if  directly 
aimed  at  the  existence  of  foreign  commerce,  by 
striking  at  its  most  important  element — that  of 
ship>building — as  it  raises  the  duty  on  foreign 
hemp  from  thirty  dollars  per  ton,  to  two  cents  per 


pound ;  and,  consequently,  the  increased  price  of 
cordage  will  fall  on  the  builder  of  ships,  without 
a  collateral  advantage  to  any  one.  These  charges, 
with  the  duties  on  duck,  iron,  chain  cables,  ana 
ship-chandlery,  are  estimated  to  enhance  the  cost 
of  building  a  ship  of  three  hundred  tons,  from  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars.  The 
real  effect  of  many  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  is, 
moreover,  different  from  the  apparetU  one ;  many 
calculations  have  been  made  to  show  this.  Da- 
ties  on  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  which  are  nomi- 
nally thirty  and  twenty-five  per  cent,  extend  from 
those  duties  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  per  cent ; 
and  the  cheaper  the  article  is  abroad,  the  heavier 
is  the  duty.  The  operation  of  the  law  must,  con- 
sequently, fall  with  most  severity  on  the  pioorei 
classes,  who  will  pay  a  duty  of  from  thirty  to  one 
hundred  per  cent.,  and  more,  on  their  coarse  cot- 
tons and  woollens,  while  the  rich  will  pay  the 
uniform  duty  of  twenty-five  and  thirty  per  cent, 
on  their  finest  cotton  fabrics  and  broadcloths. 

To  the  principle  of  the  law  your  memorialists 
are,  however,  more  opposed^  than  to  its  details.  It 
seems  to  them  to  be  a  political  theory,  under  the 
name  of  a  duty  bill ;  and  that  a  theory,  which 
both  argument  and  experience  have  exploded — the 
theory,  that  Government  knows  better  than  an 
individual  what  is  good  for  him,  and  can  better 
emj[>loy  his  skill,  his  labor,  and  his  capital ;  that 
it  IS  wiser,  and  more  economical,  to  buy  dear 
of  our  own  people,  than  cheap  of  foreigners ;  and 
that  it  is  competent,  in  these  times,  for  a  nation 
to  grow  wealthy  and  happy,  with  her  gates  open- 
ing outwards  to  sell  every  thing,  but  to  buy  no- 
xhing. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  respectfully  pray 
that  Congress  will  not  pass  the  tariff  bill  into  a 
law. 

By  order  of  the  Chamber, 

ROB'T  RALSTON,  Pne'L 
Attest : 

JOHN  VAUGHAN,  SetPry. 

Philadelphia,  Febmary  23, 1824. 


REMONSTRANCE 

Of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Haven,  against 
the  TaHff  BiU^Fhlmiary  27,  1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
New  Haven,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  respect- 
fully showeth : 

That,  being  impressed  with  a  deliberate  and 
decided  conviction  that  the  bill,  now  pending  be- 
fore Congress,  proposing  a  great  increase  of  duties 
on  foreign  imports,  if  passed  into  a  law,  will  be 
productive  of  consequences  extremely  injurious  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  community,  your  memo- 
rialists cannot  but  view  the  manner  in  which  this 
measure  is  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  Congress 
with  much  surprise  and  regret. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  show  of  petitions 
from  particular  districts,  and  the  excitement  raised 
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by  the  ereat  efforts  of  some  ardedt  individuals,  we 
are  fully  persuaded  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
eitizeus  of  the  United  States  is  decidedly  opposed 
to  an  increase  of  duties  on  foreign  imports. 

Your  memorialists  are  sincere  advocates  for  the 
encouragement,  protection,  and  snpport,  of  our 
own  domestic  manufactures.  At  the  same  time, 
we  believe  that  the  body  politic,  in  order  to  be 
sound  and  healthy,  must  possess  all  its  members 
in  full  vigor;  that  agriculture  and  manufactures 
cannot  say  to  commerce:  '^we  have  no  need  of 
thee  in  disposing  of  our  products;"  and  that  noth- 
ing can  be  more  inconsistent  thai)  for  commerce 
to  claim  an  existence  independent  of  agriculture 
and  manufactures.  We  believe  that  the  interest 
of  neither  of  these  can  flourish,  in  this  country, 
without  the  aid  of  the  other  two ;  that  these  three 
great  sources  of  the  wealth  of  nations  must  grow 
up  together,  and  with  the  growth  of  the  nation. 
The  oak  which  constitutes  a  ship's  keel,  derived 
its  existence  from  an  acorn;  and  no  substitute 
can  be  found  for  the  Hme  that  necessarily  elapsed 
between  its  first  germination  and  the  penod  of  its 
maturity.  So  it  is  in  relation  to  manufactures. 
A  portion  of  time,  equal  to  the  lapse  of  several 
generations,  is  inseparable  for  their  general,  suc- 
cessful, and  parmanent  establishment,  in  any  coun- 
try. No  regulations  of  Grovernment ;  no  amount 
of  capital  employed  can  obviate  the  necessity  of 
its  being  a  work  of  progression.  Any  attempt  to 
build  up  manufactures,  suddenly,  must  fail ;  and, 
althougk  the  attempt  may  subject  the  whole  com- 
munity to  much  embarrassment  and  inconveni- 
ence, there  is  no  class  of  citizens  that  wilt  suffer 
60  severely,  by  such  failure,  as  the  manufacturers 
themselves. 

But,  waivinjr  the  many,  and,  as  we  believe,  un- 
answerable obiections,  to  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
your  memorialists  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  state, 
that,  in  their  view,  the  high  specific  duties  pro- 
posed to  be  laid  on  some  articles,  will  operate 
unequally,  and  therefore  unjustly.  Among  these 
may  be  mentioned  the  proposed  specific  duty, 
amounting  to  more  than  forty  per  cent.,  on  bar 
iron,  an  article  on  which  we  consider  the  duty, 
alreadv  imposed,  to  be  altogether  too  high,  and 
one  wnich  we  believe  produces  a  positive  injury 
to  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures. 

About  thirty  thousand  toiu  of  bar  iron  are  an- 
nually imported  into  the  United  States.  A  lar^e 
proportion  of  this  iron  is  used  and  consumed  m 
the  Northern  States,  including  New  England  and 
the  State  of  New  York.  The  agriculture  of  thb 
section  of*  the  country  demands  a  large  and  con- 
stant supply  of  iron.  At  least  ten  times  as  much 
iron  is  made  use  of  in  cultivating  a  given  quantity 
of  l«nd  in  New  England,  as  is  used  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  same  quantity  of  land  in  the  South- 
ern Atlantic  States.  The  implements  of  the 
Northern  farmer  are  ehiefly  of  domestic  manufac- 
ture, but  are,  to  a  great  extent,  made  of  foreign 
iron,  and  must,  of  necessity,  continue  to  be  made 
of  foreign  iron,  even  if  the  proposed  duty  should 
be  laid,  the  iron  from  Russia  and  Sweden  being 
better  adapted  to  this  purpose  than  that  which  is 
made  in  this  country.    The  Middle  States  manu- 


facture iron  for  themselves,  and  some  for  the 
States  to  the  South. 

The  tiring  a  nd  ironing  of  carts,  wagons,  ]doQgb<, 
and  harrows,  of  the  Northern  farmer,  his  chtms. 
hoes,  shovels,  spades,  scythes*,  dtc.,  are  made  mostly 
of  foreign  iron.  He  cannot  move  fo  W.iater,  aod 
no  considerable  distance  in  Summer,  unless  hb 
horses  and  oxen  are  shod  with  iron,  and  eorkd 
with  steel.  The  quantity  of  foreign  iron  osed  Id 
the  single  item  of  shoeing  horses  and  oxen,  id  this 
section  of  the  country,  is  not  ineonsiderabie.  h 
it  not,  then,  unequal  and  unjust,  that  the  Ncrtben 
farmer  should  pay  such  an  enormous  tax  od  irco. 
which  is  to  him  an  article  of  first  necessity 

Much  of  the  foreign  iron,  imported  ioio  thf 
United  States,  is  used  in  the  construction  of  ou- 
chinery,  and  in  the  manufactare  of  nails.  Bv 
iron  is  emphatically  a  raw  material  to  aimtx 
every  other  manufacturer,  except  the  maker  o: 
bar  iron.  Iron  and  steel  are  the  chief  material^ 
used  in  all  manufactures  of  hardware,  and  in  fsb- 
ricating  the  implements  osed  in  all  mecbanial 
employments.  These  metals  are  principally  osd 
and  are,  incomparably,  more  expensive  than  all 
other  materials  which  are  made  use  of  in  erecds^ 
the  machinery  employed  in  manufacturing  coit&a 
and  woollen  goods.  In  short,  almost  aU  tools, 
and  a  great  proportion  of  all  machinery,  are  made 
of  these  metals.  Encourage  other  maoufactam, 
by  aflfording  to  every  part  of  the  country  the  erntesi 
facility  in  obtaining  bar  iron,  and  you  will  crnti 
a  demand  for  bar  iron ;  but  discourage  other  mts- 
ufactures,  bv  making  bar  iron  scarce  and  dear. 
and  you  will,  in  a  great  degree,  destrof  the  d^ 
maau  for  bar  iron  it^f. 

A  verjr  considerable  portion  of  the  foreign  iros 
brought  into  this  country  is  used  in  ship-boildii)|- 
If  such  duties  are  imposed  on  iron  and  hemp,  ts 
will  cause  these  articles  to  cost  nearly  twice  v 
much  in  this  country  as  they  cost  in  other  cooa* 
tries,  how  is  the  American  merchant  to  comp«te 
with  the  merchants  of  other  countries,  in  boiidiog 
and  navigating  ships,  the  former  discrimioatieg 
duty  on  foreign  tonnage  being  almost  «itireir 
abolished  7 

In  answer  to  all  this,  the  wealthy  proprieiofs 
of  the  iron  mines  in  the  interior  of  Pennsflrania 
will  reply,  and  say — indeed,  they  have  alretdr 
said — ^^  Let  the  New  England  people  come  to  as 
for  iron  to  shoe  their  horses,  build  their  ships,  aod 
carry  on  their  man u Pictures.  We  own  ore  eooi^ 
to  make  a  sufficiency  of  iron  to  supply  all  Awg- 
ica,  and  it  is  a  shame  that  it  should  lie  doriDast- 
We  want  an  income  from  iL  We  will  sell  them 
as  much  ore  for  fifteen  or  twenty  dollars  a5  ^ili 
make  a  ton  of  iron,  provided  they  will  come  asd 
dig  it  out  of  the  earth  and  refine  it.  Let  the  East 
ern  people  come  here  and  make  their  iroo^  or 
employ  somebody  to  do  it.  We  have  a  fine  pro- 
ductive soil,  also,  and  can  supply  them  with  pro- 
visions while  they  are  thus  employed.  In  '^^ 
way,  a  market  will  be  created  at  home  for  cursor- 
plus  produce,  and  we  shall  then  be  rich  and  iod^ 
pendent.  Then  money  will  not  be  sent  oot  of^^ 
country  to  purchase  foreign  iron,  and  encourage 
foreign  manufactures."     This  the  proprietor  ot 
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le  iron  mioes,  in  the  ioterior  of  Pennsylvania 
ills  '*  a  plain  practical  view  of  things  as  they 
iould  her  In  reply  to  which,  your  memorialists 
>speetfully  ask  permis:iion  to  present  a  concise* 
lew  of  thmgs  <u  they  are. 
In  the  first  place,  money,  u>  any  considerable 
mount,  is  not  sent  oot  of  the  country  to  purchase 
00.  Ships  employed  in  the  Russian  trade  take 
om  the  United  States  to  different  ports  in  Eu- 
»pe  fish,  rice,  and  the  cheaper  kinds  of  ardent 
)irits — such  as  New  England  ram,  whiskey,  dbc. 
ad  bring  back  cargoes  of  htfmp  and  iron.  Thus 
le  labor  of  the  fisherman  results  in  the  preduc- 
OD  of  the  substantial  article  of  bar  iron ;  and,  in 
lis  way,  a  given  quantum  of  labor  produces  to 
le  country  a  much  larger  quantity  of  iron  than 
}uld  be  i)roduced  by  the  same  quantum  of  labor, 
pplied  directly  to  working  the  ores  of  our  own 
>uQtry.  Suppose  the  fisherman  to  be  equally  as 
(ilful  and  expert  in  making  bar  iron  as  he  is  in 
tkiog  fish ;  even  in  that  case  he  could  catch  as 
lany  fish  in  one  day  as  would  pay  a  Russian  or 
Swede  for  as  much  iron  as  he  could  himself 
take  in  three  days.  Under  these  circumstances. 
ID  it  be  a  wise  regulation  which  shall  compel 
le  fisherman  to  relinquish  his  occupation,  and  so 
\  making  iron  in  Pennsylvania,  in  order  that  he 
lay  drink  up  the  surplus  whiskey  which  is  made 
lere,  instead  of  ezchanfing  whiskey  and  fish  for 
on  and  hemp ;  especially  when  it  is  considered 
lat  the  exchange  will  produce  to  the  country  at 
Asc  three  times  the  quantity  of  iron  that  could 
i  produced  by  the  labor  of  the  fisherman,  aided 
y  the  strength  of  the  whiskey  ? 
The  beneficent  Creator  has  wisely  placed  mines 
firon  ore  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
^ere  undoubtedly  designed  for  the  supply  of  the 
ihabitants  there;  bat  it  would  be  unreasonable 
pd  uojust  to  compel  the  inhabitants  of  other 
istaot  States  to  go  there  for  a  supply  of  iron, 
rhen  at  the  same  time  they  have  a  much  cheaper 
od  more  convenient  resource.  The  same  kind 
'rovidence  who  gave  iron  ore  to  the  interior  of 
'eonsylvania,  supplies  the  Eastern  waters  with 
sh;  and  commerce,  though  it  may  not  possess 
le  full  power  of  the  philosopher's  stone,  of  turn- 
ig  every  thing  into  ^old,  has  the  power  of  con- 
erting  fish  and  whiskey  into  iron,  which  is  a 
luch  more  useful  metal  to  mankind  than  gold 
self. 

One  feature  in  the  bill  now  before  Congress, 
rbich  we  think  particuiarlv  unhappy,  is  the  tax 
f  six  cents  a  busnel  on  coal.  About  one  million 
f  bushels  of  coal  are  annually  imported  into  the 
Jnited  States,  and  the  present  duty  of  five  cents 

bushel  pays  into  the  Treasury  about  fifty  thou- 
and  dollars.  A  tax  upon  coal  raises  the  price  of 
uel  in  all  our  seaports.  As  fuel  is  consumed  in 
ery  many  of  the  manufactories  of  our  country, 
Dd  in  every  family,  it  seems  to  be  consistent  ^ith 
xx)d  policy,  and  with  a  sincere  desire  to  promote 
tie  prosperity  of  our  manufacturing  establish- 
lents,  that  it  should  be  as  cheap  as  possible.  The 
[ihabitants  living  on  the  whole  seacoast  of  the 
Inited  States,  and  to  a  considerable  distance  in 
be  interior;  all  those  who  live  in  the  vicinity  of  | 


our  navigable  rivers;  and  many  who  are  concerned 
in  manufactories  where  fuel  is  consumed,-^are 
interested  in  having  coal  free  from  duty.  To  the 
ship-owner  it  is  a  subject  of  much  importance  that 
coal  should  be  free  from  duty.  Our  ships  are  sent 
to  Great  Britain  with  the  products  or  our  soil, 
which  are  much  more  bulky  than  the  manufac- 
tures which  we  receive  in  exchange;  of  course, 
many  vessels  must  return  empty  or  in  ballast.  If 
they  can  take  in  cargoes  of  coal  and  obtain  a 
small  profit,  that  useful  article  will  be  brought, 
instead  of  ballasting  the  ships  with  sand  or  stone. 
Hence,  was  coal  admitted  free  from  duty,  much 
larger  quantities  would  be  brought  into  the  coun- 
try, ana  the  ship-owner  would  be  enabled  to  make 
a  small  freight  on  his  return  cargo,  when  he  could 
not  obtain  goods  with  which  to  load  his  vessel. 
But,  notwithstanding  these  reasons,  it  is  taxed. 
We  cannot  conceive  that  any  one  is  benefited  by 
taxing  it,  unless  it  be  a  few  individuals — perhaps 
from  ten  to  twenty — who  own  coal-pits  near  the 
tide- waters.  We  would  ask,  is  it  wise,  is  it  just, 
that  the  whole  population  of  our  seacoast,  and 
many  of  our  ship-owners,  should  be  laid  under 
contribution  for  tne  benefit  of  a  few  persons  ? 

It  has  generally  been  considered  that  the  own- 
ers of  our  manufacturing  establishments,  in  order 
to  be  prosperous,  must  be  able  to  purchase  the 
raw  material,  which  they  work  up  at  a  low  price. 
One  article  mentioned  in  the  new  tariff,  now  be- 
fore Congress,  as  a  proper  object  of  taxation,  is 
wool ;  and  on  this  it  fs  proposed  to  lay  a  tax,  after 
the  1st  of  June,  1827,  of  fifty  per  cent.  Now,  as 
our  country  does  not  furnish  sufficient  quantities 
of  wool  to  supply  our  own  consumption,  we  are 
at  a  loss  to  discern  how  a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent, 
on  that  raw  material  is  to  increase  the  prosperity 
of  our  manufactories. 

We  have  mentioned  these  particular  articles  in 
the  proposed  tariff,  not  because  they  are  the  only 
ones  on  which  a  tax  is  objectionable,  or  because 
the  absurdity  of  laying  a  heavy  duty  is  more 
apparent  on  these  than  on  others,  but  merely  be- 
cause we  thought  it  necessary  to  specify  some  few, 
in  order  to  show  that  our  objections  to  the  pro- 
posed law  were  well  founded. 

It  has  often  been  said,  and  said  with  truth,  that 
the  merchants  of  this  country  have  been  very  fair 
and  honorable  in  their  dealings  with  the  Govern- 
ment: they  have  entered  their  goods  honestly, 
and  discountenanced  smuggling.  But,  if  the  pro- 
posed tariff  is  adopted,  sucn  heavy  duties  will  be 
laid  on  some  articles,  that  there  is  great  reason  to 
fear  that  unprincipled  men,  for  the  sake  of  the 
great  sain  held  out  to  them,  will  be  induced  to 
smuggle  their  goods  as  a  common  thing;  and,  in 
this  case,  in  o(der  to  effect  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  a  little  army  of  custom-lipuse  ofi^cers  will 
be  required  on  our  extensive  seaboard,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  revenue  of  the  countrv. 

Your  memorialists  have  full  conndence  that  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  if  placed  under  a 
few  simple  regulations,  will  flourish  and  increase: 
and  if  commerce  prospers,  the  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  interests  will  regularly  advance  and 
strengthen ;  but  if  new  tariffs  are  proposed  every 
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year  or  two,  and  our  commerce  is  hampered  by 
neavy  daties,  they  fear  that,  aithouffh  our  nation 
iQ  its  youth  has  beea  athletic  and  vi^rous,  it 
will  sooa  be  hurried  to  a  premature  old  age.  If 
the  plan  of  altering  and  increatinff  the  duties 
every  year  or  two  is  continued,  they  Fear  the  next 
step  will  be,  to  grant  monopolies  to  individuals; 
a  system  fraught  only  with  mischief,  and  under 
which  a  considerable  portion  of  Europe  has 
groaned  for  centuries. 

With  these  views,  your  memorialists  take  the 
liberty  to  remonstrate  against  the  new  tariff,  which 
has  been  proposed  to  your  honorable  body ;  and 
they  pray  that  it  may  never  be  adopted  as  a  law 
of  the  land. 

By  order  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

G.  TOTTEN,  President. 
T.  DWIGHT,  Secretary. 

New  Haven,  Mruary  24, 1824. 


MEMORIAL 

Of  Gwrge  Janes,  and  other$j  praying  thai  no  addition 
may  he  made  to  the  exieting  Tarif, — Marth  3, 1824. 

Savannah,  Ftbruary  9, 1824. 

At  a  large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  mer- 
chants, planters,  and  citizens,  of  the  city  of  Sa- 
vannah, held  this  day,  at  eleven  o'clock,  at  the 
Exchange,  convened  in  pursuance  of  public  notice, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  sending 
a  remonstrance  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  now  in  session,  against  the  new  tariff  bill, 
William  B.  Bullock,  Esq.,  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  William  Gaston  appointed  secretary.  The 
following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 
»  Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  seven,  to  form  a  memorial  to  Congress, 
remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  the  law  pro- 
posing a  new  tariff,  and  now  before  that  body, 
and  that  the  said  committee  have  the  memorial 
ready  for  the  signature  of  the  citizens  of  this  com- 
munity, on  Thursday  next,  at  eleven  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  and  that  their  attendance  be  requested  at  that 
period,  to  subscribe  the  same  accordingly.  The 
loUowiog gentlemen  were  appointed  that  commit- 
tee :  Judge  Jones,  General  Harden,  B.  Burroughs, 
Alexander  Telfair,  Doctor  Danieil,  Joseph  Gum- 
ming, and  Thomas  Young. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
by  the  chairman,  to  correspond  with  the  interior 
towns  of  Georgia,  communicating  to  their  citizens 
the  proceedings  in  this  place,  and  soliciting  a  co- 
operation in  the  proposed  remonstrance  to  Con- 
gress. The  following  were  appointed  by  the 
chairman,  to  be  a  committee :  Judge  Wayne,  S. 
B.  Parkman,  G.  B.  Gumming. 

Resolved,  Thatthis  meeting  be  now  adjourned 
to  Thursday  next,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. ;  to  be  held 
in  the  Exchange  long  room. 

W.  B.  BULLOCH,  Chairman. 

Wm.  Gabton,  Secretary, 


of  the  city  of  Savannah,  and  its  vieiaity,  was  keM 
at  the  ExchanjBre,  this  day,  in  cooformitjr  with  tke 
adjournment  from  Monday  last,  to  reeeire  the  re> 
port  of  the  committee  appointed  to  pmptn  a  me* 
morial  to  Congress,  remonstrating  agiiost  tlw 
passage  of  the  law  proposing  a  new  ttri£  Tlw 
committee  attended  accordingly,  and  reported  t 
memorial  to  the  meeting :  Whereupon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  be  accepted  ud 
approved  of,  and  that  the  same  be  forwtnled,st  ai 
early  a  day  as  possible,  to  our  Senators  sad  Rfp> 
resentathres  in  Congress ;  the  same  to  be  si^ 
by  the  committee,  and  countersigned  by  the  chair- 
man and  secretary. 

W.  B.  BULLOCH,  Oonot. 

Wm .  Gaston,  Secreiary. 


Savannah,  Fdiruary  12, 1824. 
A  meetingof  the  merchants,  planters,  and  others, 


To  M«  honorable  the  Senate  and  the  Uauei^Rtprmt 
tatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  Vnitei  states : 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  citizens  of 
Georgia,  residents  in  the  city  of  Savanash,  aad 
county  of  Chatham,  b  respMtfully  sobmitied  a 
your  nonorable  body ;  in  which  we  beg  ietrea 
represent  our  objections  to  a  ^'  Bill  to  amend  the 
several  acts  for  imposing  duties  on  Imporu,''« 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Manafactiires,at  t^ 
present  session  of  Congress. 

We  believe  an  increase  of  the  tarifi^oa  thepna- 
ciples  of  the  bill  referred  to,  will  be  oppressire  b 
the  great  agricultural  interests  of  the  Union;  a* 
jurious  to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  Ditjoi, 
in  its  operation  on  every  class  of  society,  thruogii- 
out  the  whole  Republic ;  and  of  doubtfai  erefltial 
advantage  to  the  small  proportion  intended  to  be 
benefited. 

Your  memorialists  have  ever  felt  that  the  policf 
of  our  Government  was,  to  afford  to  the  coDsatsefs 
of  the  country  the  means  of  supplying  their  wuo 
in  the  cheapest  mode,  whether  the  articles  reqmnd 
are  the  products  of  toreign  or  domestic  labor,  li 
the  domestic  manufacturer  can  come  into  eqoi: 
competition  with  the  foreign,  he  most  trust  (oi)k 
national  feeling  in  his  favor  to  insure  him  a  pR- 
ference.  But,  if  the  workshop  of  Earooe  as 
can  furnish  the  consumer  at  a  lower  rate,s}iallii( 
be  compelled  to  purchase  of  the  home  manufacture 
because  he  has  not  the  talent,  the  skill,  or  eoirT' 
prise,  to  compete  with  the  foreign  ?  Who,  thetf 
fore,  seeks  from  the  Government  a  bouoty,  at  tb< 
expense  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  ? 

The  cotton,  rice,  tobacco,  flour,  «e.,  prodocd 
by  agricultural  labor,  contend  with  the  groirth  o> 
other  countries ;  and  to  us  there  anpearx  oo  goc*^ 
reason  that  our  manufactures  should  be  exempli 
from  the  ordinary  laws  of  trade,  by  receiriogt^ 
benefits  of  the  exclusion  of  foreign  articles,  wbid 
gives  them  the  advantages  of  monopoly. 

The  power  of  Congress  to  "  lay  and  collect  taxe& 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,^'  does  not,  io  ^ 
opinion  of  your  memorialists,  delegate  the  rigbtti.' 
lay  duties  and  imposts  in  such  an  oppressire fom 
as  to  make  a  resort  to  taxes  and  excises  the  oects- 
sary  consequence ;  nor  is  the  power  given  to  i«ry 
them  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  operate  as  a  booot; 


U57 


APPENDIX. 


S158 


MBmorial  of  George  J<nu8  and  others. 


;o  an  inconsiderable  few,  to  the  iajury  of  all  the 
)ther  interests  of  the  Republic 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  the  systems  of 
ooDopolies  and  excessive  imposts,  long  maintained 
by  usage,  had  their  origin  in  the  ignorance,  the 
(truggles,  and  jealousies,  of  remote  times;  and 
nieh  a  state  of  affairs  has  been  produced,  that 
:hange  is  considered  difficult,  or  impossible ;  and 
ulherence  to  them  the  safest  course.  But  in  this 
;oQntry,  this  system  of  legislation,  intended  to 
benefit  the  few,  and  impoverish  the  larger  propor- 
^rtioo,  has  been  found  conirary  to  the  spirit  of 
)or  institutions,  and,  therefore,  to  the  interests  of 
:he  great  body  of  the  people ;  and  we  have  acted 
)D  another,  which  has  operated  to  produce  a  gen- 
eral distribution  of  wealth ;  and  our  past  prosperity. 
Lod  rapid  growth,  furnish  the  most  unequivocal 
iroofs  of  its  excellence.  Your  memorialists  con- 
lure  you  not  to  depart  from  it. 

Your  memorialists  know  that  the  profits  of  ag- 
icalture  are  small ;  yet,  if  the  bill  to  increase  the 
ariff  prevail,  that  interest  will  be  called  on  to 
^y,  in  the  form  of  a  bounty  to  the  manufacturer, 
ihe  doty  which  it  nows  pays  to  the  Government ; 
withdraw  this  duty  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
tJnion,  and  the  inevitable  consequences  are,  a 
ailure  to  meet  the  annual  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
imment,  and  a  resort  to  direct  taxation.  We 
:oDiend  that  the  loss  vastlv  outweighs  the  present 
[iroposed  advantage.  In  the  present  state  of  com- 
merce and  agriculture,  their  interests  are  insepa- 
rable, and  a  measure  injurious  to  one,  will  materi- 
tlly  affect  the  prosperity  of  the  other.  Cut  off 
Vom  foreign  nations  the  privilege  of  exchanging 
|ommodities  with  us,  and  you  lessen  the  demand 
or  the  raw  materials  of  agriculture,  and  you  in- 
ure the  commerce  depending  on  it,  and  abstract 
Tom  both  the  ability  to  bear  the  public  burdens. 
)ttr  commerce  has,  hitherto,  with  untrammelled 
!oergy,  visited  every  portion  of  the  earth,  estab- 
tshed  our  name  among  distant  nations,  and  sup- 
tor  ted  and  nourished  our  seamen,  from  whom  we 
lerive  much  of  our  wealth,  and  the  larger  part 
)f  our  distinction  as  a  nation.  We  apprehend 
he  spirit  of  the  system  proposed  for  encouraging 
nanufactures,  will  exchange  our  seamen  for  the 
ickly  unmanly  population  of  manufactories. 

Your  memorialists  believe  the  increased  and  in- 
creasing duties  proposed  by  the  tariff  will  produce 
neasures  of  retaliation  on  the  nart  of  foreign  Gov- 
TDmentSj  by  the  imposition  ot  additional  imposts, 
m  American  cottons,  and  they  will  look  to  other 
countries  for  their  supplies,  where  exchanges  of 
commodities  can  take  nlace.  This  important 
taple  of  the  South  must  be  lessened,  and  tne  cap- 
tal  employed  in  it^  by  agriculture  and  commerce 
tirected  to  other  objects,  or  large  supplies  remain 
>Q  our  hands,  onconsumed  by  the  manufacturers 
>f  this  country  ;  and  further,  the  profits  of  man- 
tfactures,  fostered  as  proposed  by  this  bill,  pre- 
entthe  prospect  of  profitable  investment  to  those 
apitalists  who  shall  first  embark  in  the  business. 
riie  example  of  these  will  be  followed  by  others, 
nd  allurements  will  be  held  out,  and  the  way 
pened  for  that  wild  speculation  which  the  enter-' 
rising  character  of  the  nation  is  too  prone  to 


vield  to.  Thus,  your  memorialists  believe,  that, 
by  the  rapid  investment  of  capital  in  manufac- 
tures, a  home  competition  will  be  produced,  more 
dangerous  in  its  consequences  to  manufactories 
already  established  than  foreign  rivalship,  re- 
strained by  moderate  duties. 

The  Southern  States  cannot  participate  the 
benefits  or  profits  of  manufacturing,  being  agri- 
cultural ana  commercial ;  and,  for  our  own  sec- 
tion of  this  State,  and  in  behalf  of  the  known  in- 
terests of  all  the  other  districts,  we,  with  the  other 
nine  millions  not  engaged  in  manufactures,  de- 
mand an  exemption  from  the  excessive  taxes,  or 
imposts,  for  the  benefit  of  less  than  four  hundred 
thousand.  They  have  voluntarily  chosen  to  em- 
bark in  this  business,  and  they  ought  to  have 
commenced  under  better  calculations  than  those 
founded  on  wringing  out  contributions  from  the 
two  other  more  important  interests  of  the  country. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  avoid  as^ain  advert- 
ing to  the  larffe  amount  and  value  of  the  cotton 
produced  in  the  Southern  States,  and  the  com* 
paratively  small  consumption  at  home.  About 
six  hundred  thousand  hales  were  produced  in  the 
year  1822;  and  we  compute  the  domestic  con- 
sumption, in  the  year  1823,  at  not  more  than  siaty 
thousand  hales.  What  shall  be  done  with  the  ex- 
cess, if  you  should,  by  burdensome  imposts  on 
British  manufactures,  shut  that  market  against 
us  ?  We  may  be  obliged  with  true  Asiatic  policy, 
to  destroy  one  part  that  we  may  insure  a  market 
for  the  other. 

Your  memorialists  perceive,  by  examination  of 
the  newly  proposed  amendments  of  the  tariff,  that, 
on  many  articles  of  the  first  necessity  with  us,  the 
duties  are  to  be  increased.  We  particularly  men- 
tion coarse  woollens,  osoaburgs,  cotton  bagging, 
and  our  chief  implements  of  agriculture ;  and  to 
thest  we  would  call  your  most  especial  attention. 

Youv  memorialists  had  hoped  that  the  gradual 
increase  x>f  duties  heretofore  made,  would  have 
been  sufficient  to.satbfy  the  claims  of  manufac- 
turers ;  but,  as  their  demands  increase  with  the 
protection  afforded  them,  we  pray  that  the  pro- 
posed additions  to  the  tariff  be  rejected  by  your 
Dody. 

Your  memorialists  would  sum  up  their  remarks 
by  expressing  their  belief  that  the  proposed  tariff 
will  be  oppressive,  in  its  operation,  to  the  great 
landed,  agricultural,  and  commercial  interests  of 
the  country ;  unjust,  as  calculated  to  force  upon 
the  people  the  burden  of  direct  taxes,  not  war 
ranted  oy  a  state  of  peace;  doubtful  in  its  ulti« 
mate  advantages  to  that  interest  which  is  now 
asking  encouragement ;  and  certain  only  in  being 
oppressive  to  the  sreat  body  of  the  people.  For 
these  reasons  we  lay  this  memorial  before  you, 
and  respectfully  ask  that  no  increase  or  modifica- 
tion of  the  existing  tariff  be  made,  except,  only, 
with  the  single  object  of  meeting  the  annual  ex- 
penditures of  the  Grovernment,  and  the  gradual 
redemption  of  the  public  debt,  the  only  legitimate 
causcb  of  taxation  in  times  of  profound  peace. 

GEORGE  JONES. 

And  Others, 

Wm.  Gabton,  Secretary. 
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MEMORIAL 

Of  sundry  mtrcJumtSy  traders,  and  other  cUizene  of 
Bahimore.'^March  3, 1824. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentatiTes  of  the 
United  Btatee  in  Congress  assembled : 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  merchtnts 
and  traders,  and  citizens  of  Baltimore,  respect- 
fully represents : 

That  your  memorialists  have  viewed  with  deep 
concern  the  progress  of  the  bill  now  pending  be- 
fore your  honorable  bodies,  which  has  for  its  ob- 
ject the  establishment  of  a  new  tariff,  or  to  amend 
the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports. 

The  provisions  of  that  bill,  if  carried  into  exe- 
cution, your  memorialists  apprehend,  will  serious- 
ly affect  their  rights  and  interest,  as  well  as  the 
rights  and  interest  of  the  largest  portion  of  the 
community. 

Under  our  free  and  happy  Grovernment  every 
citizen  is  at  liberty  to  employ  his  capital,  labor, 
and  resources,  of  every  kind,  in  the  way  that  he 
may  deem  most  pro6tab)e,  useful,  or  agreeable,  to 
himself,  provided  it  does  not  violate  law  or  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  others.  It  is  the  great 
and  important  office  of  Government  to  give  equal 
protection  to  all  lawful  occupations,  and  never  to 
cherish  or  exalt  one  at  the  expense  of  others.  A 
deviation  from  this  principle  cannot  fail  to  work 
injury  and  injustice.  The  very  heavy  duties 
contemplated  by  the  bill  in  question,  on  many 
articles  of  foreign  production,  amount  to  a  pro- 
hibition of  their  importation,  and  in  the  same  de- 
cree operate  in  a  premium  or  bounty  to  the  manu- 
facturer of  the  like  article  in  this  countrv.  By 
this  operation  the  merchant  is  checked  in  tne  free- 
dom of  his  pursuits,  and  the  consumer  is  heavily 
taxed.  One  part  ol  the  community  ib  likely  to  bie 
exalted  at  the  expense  of  all  the  rest,  and  of  course 
the  law  would  be  partial  and  unjust.  Our  Gov- 
ernment was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  promo- 
ting the  general  welfare,  and.  when  it  deviates 
from  this  course,  it  ceases  to  be  useful.  The  citi- 
zen who  has  embarked  his  fortune  in  commerce, 
or  navigation,  or  agriculture,  is  equally  entitled 
to  the  protection  and  encouragement  of  Govern- 
ment with  the  manufacturer;  nor  ought  the  strong 
arm  of  Government  to  be  ever  extended  for  the 
purpose  of  elevating  the  one  above  the  other. 
That  this  would  be  the  result  of  the  proposed  new 
system,  if  carried  into  execution,  may  be  demon- 
strated, and  has  been  already  shown  by  the  me- 
morials already  presented  to  your  honorable  body, 
by  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
others.  It  will  interfere,  too,  with  the  exchange 
of  commodities  with  other  nations.  If  we  do  ikoi 
buy  their  manufactures  they  will  not  be  custom- 
ers for  the  produce  of  our  country.  This  abridg- 
ment of  commercial  rights  is  an  immediate  loss  to 
the  merchant,  and  win  be  an  incalculable  injury 
to  the  cultivators  of  cotton^  rice,  and  tobacco,  and 
commerce  generally,  provided  a  spirit  of  retalia- 
tion is  exerted  in  other  countries,  and  a  system  of 
countervailing  duties  is  adopted  by  them,  than 
which,  no  event  in  the  womb  of  time  is  more 
probable. 


A  direct  and  certain  effect  of  extravagaoi  or 
excessive  duties  is  to  introduce  smnggUng.   No 
evil  is  more  to  be  shunned  than  this,  in  a  couairy. 
and  under  a  Government,  constituted  as  ours  u. 
If  ever  it  is  encouraged  by  a  respectable  ponioa 
of  the  community,  however  small,  it  will  qaickiy 
grow  into  extensive  practice,  and  will  nqwt 
more  force  than  the  Navy  and  Army  of  the  U&h 
ted  States  to  put  it  down.    The  immoral  efieci 
and  the  injurjr  to  the  public  revenue  and  to  tk 
fair  traders,  will  be  felt  for  ages.    Onr  repoblicu 
institutions  rest,  for  support,  on  the  virtue  oi  tki 
people,  and  wise  legislators  will  deprecate  erm 
measure  that  has  a  tendency  to  corrupt  thea 
The  new  tariff  your  memorialists  humblf  tm- 
ceive,  is  one  of  this  character.    If  the  object  cf 
the  depending  bill  is  not  to  exalt  one  occopatios 
at  the  expense  of  all  the  others,  your  memoriiii^ 
are  at  a  loss  to  understand  for  what  purpose  it » 
introduced.    It  cannot  be  for  reventie.    TbecJ 
order  of  thinga  has  filled  the  Treasury  to  over- 
flowing.   This  result  has  been  produced  witki' 
oppression,  and  all  rejoice  in  iL    Why  cbaogei 
certainty  for  a  doubtful  experiment,  with  odKtt 
and  alarming  features?    Such  conduct,  jomm 
morialists  humbly  conceive,  is  not  compttibit 
with  wisdom  or  policy.    It  certainly  is  ooteos- 
patible  with  the  spirit  of  our  free  Coostiiaocs 
The  manufactures  of  the  country  are  amplf  pR- 
tected  at  present.    Ther  flourish  wherever  ttsef 
are  conducted  with  skill  and  prudence,  sod  vt 
very  able  to  stand  alone.    Your  memoriaibtsr^ 
gret  thar  they  cannot  say  the  same  of  oor  cuC- 
merce  and  navigation.    These  languish,  sod  in 
depressed  to  a  degree  that  excites  serious  tUis- 
and  are  most  worthy  of  the  fostering  cm  c: 
Congress.  They  have  been  sources  of  wealth, u^ 
have  yielded  the  means  of  support  to  QoveniiDiEt 
Your  memorialists  might  urge  other  aod  pov- 
erful  arguments  against  the  passage  of  the  bili  it 
question  into  a  law.    But  the  subject  has  bea 
already  so  ably  treated  in  the  New  York  ivi 
other  memorials,  that  more  need  not  bestitedi- 
present.    Yoor  memorialists  concur  in  the  seBi>' 
ments  and  opinions  of  these  memorials,  sod  b^ 
lieve,  with  their  commercial  brethren  in  oik 
places,  that  the  evils  of  the  new  system,  if  adopt- 
ed, will  preponderate  over  the  good  to  be  ezpec»: 
from  it ;  that,  in  principle,  it  is  unjust,  sod.  a 
practice,  will  be  oppressive  to  a  great  majonti 
that  it  will  injure  commerce,  navigation,  and  if- 
riculture.    That  it  is  calculated,  in  its  operauoi 
to  benefit  the  few  at  the  expense,  and  to  the  grei> 
injury,  of  the  many;  and  that  it  will  proincs 
smuggling,  impair  the  revenue,  and  destrof  tfe 
fair  trader. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  pray  that  the  bl 
may  not  pass  into  a  law.    And  they  will  praft  ^^ 
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e  city  aad  coanty  of  Philadelphia,  respectfully 
oweth : 

That  the  existing  tariff  requires  a 9  early  and 
orough  revision,  so  as  to  remove  the  strong  ob- 
ctions  to  which  it  is  liable  in  its  present  form. 

I.  It  is  manifestly  unjust  and  impolitic;  as, 
nlrary  to  the  first  principles  of  policy  and  jiis- 
:e,  it  imposes  oppressive  duties  on  necesNaries  of 
e,  some  of  them  used  wholly  by  the  poor,  and 
lioits  on  low  duties  conveniences  and  luxuries, 
me  of  them  used  wholly,  and  all  of  them  chiefly, 
'  the  wealthy.  The  duties  on  molasses  is  about 
I  per  cent. ;  on  brown  sugar  100  to  120 ;  on 
ihea  tea  120;  on  souchong  150;  and  on  salt 
10.  Whereas  gold  and  silver  plate,  jewels,  lace 
id  lace  veils,  watchex,  &c.,  pay  but  7^;  clocks, 
ks,  satins,  cambric  linens,  bombazets,  gauzes, 
id  Canton  crapes,  but  15 — China,  elegant  cut- 
ry,  girandoles,  and  lustres,  but  20^-and  plated 
are,  fine  muslins,  calicoes,  kerseymere,  broad- 
oitb,  cashmere,  aod  merino  shawls,  Brussels  and 
her  car|>ets,  but  25.  To  show  the  extreme  vio- 
tioo  of  justice  in  this  respect,  it  will  be  sufficient 

Slate,  that  100  dollars  worth  of  salt,  180  dol- 
rs  worth  of  brown  sugar,  150  dollars  worth  of 
ihea  tea,  or  120  dollars  worth  of  souchong,  pay 
I  much  duty  as  720  dollars  worth  of  Brussels 
irpets.  Cashmere  or  merino  shawls,  or  broadcloth ; 
M)  dollars  worth  of  porcelain  or  girandoles; 
200  dollars  worth  of  silks,  satins,  gauzes,  or 
aDton  crapes ;  or  2,400  dollars  worth  of  silver 
iate,  jewels,  lace,  or  lace  veils.  We  feel  confi- 
mt  that  the  most  aristocrat] cal  or  despotic  Gov- 
TimeDt  in  Europe  cannot  furnish  a  more  shock- 
ig  instance  of  partiality  towards  the  rich  and 
)pre&sioQ  of  the  poor. 

II.  The  tariff  is  liable  to  objection  on  the  score 
'partiality  on  another  ground.  It  protects  cer- 
in  species  of  the  productions  of  the  national  in- 
istry  by  exorbitant  duties,  and  exposes  to  ruin, 
om  foreign  rivalship,  those  citizens  employed 
I  other  productions,  entitled,  on  every  ground  of 
[Slice,  to  equal  protection.  We  have  seen  that 
le  wealthy  suffar  planter  is  protected  by  a  duty 
r  ooe  hundred  per  cent.  The  tobacco  planter  is 
;otected  by  a  duty  on  manufactured  tobacco 
'  10  cents  per  lb.,  which,  at  the  ordinary  rates 
)road,  is  also  one  hundred  per  cent.  Both  these 
tides  are  bulky,  and  subject  to  very  heavy 
eight,  averaging  probably  at  least  fifteen  per 
inu ;  whereas  the  poor  stocking  weaver  has  oaly 
protection  of  20  per  cent. ;  the  manufacturer  of 
le  maslins  and  woollen  goods  only  25  per  cent.; 
id  the  manufacturer  of  ironmongery,  steel,  cop- 
?r,  tin,  brass,  and  lead,  only  20  per  cent.  The 
eights  on  some  of  these  latter  articles  are  not 
)ove  2  J  on  others  8,  9,  or  10  per  cent. 

It  is  with  strong  feelings,  which  we  will  not 
cpress,  but  which  may  be  readily  conceived,  that 
ebave  observed,  whenever  an  attempt  has  been 
ade  to  afford  further  protection,  by  an  increase 
'■  the  existing  duties,  for  instance,  on  woollen 
id  fine  cotton  manufactures  from  25  to  33  per 
01. ;  on  manufactures  of  iron,  steel,  brass,  cop- 
iTj  &c.,  from  20  to  25,  that  the  tobacco  and 
igar  planters,  thus  exorbitantly  protected  them- 


selves, regardless  of  the  equal  rights  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens, have  united  in  a  solid  phalanx,  to 
vote  down  the  proposition.  On  this  extraordinary 
conduct,  it  would  be  wholly  superfluous  to  offer 
the  comments  which  will  readily  present  them- 
selves to  your  honorable  houses. 

The  tariff  is  liable  to  strong  objections  on  other 
grounds. 

III.  For  the  encouragement  of  national  indus- 
try, the  wise  nations  01  Europe  have  almost  uni- 
versally admitted  raw  materials  at  low  duties,  or 
duty  free.  This  principle  is  recognised  in  our 
tariff  in  many  cases.  But  in  others  it  imposes 
equal  and  sometimes  higher  duties  on  bulky  raw 
materials,  than  on  the  articles  fabricated  of  them. 

Flax  and  wool  pay  a  duty  of  15  per  cent.  Hemp 
a  duty  equal  to  33 ;  cotton  a  duty  equal  to  about 
37^.  Whereas  linens — all  other  articles  made  of 
flax — camlets,  and  calimancoes,  pay  but  fifteen. 
Hempen  cloth,  (except  Russia  and  German  linens, 
Russia  and  Holland  duck,)  pay  but  20  per  cent. ; 
fine  cottons  25,  and  cotton  stockings  only  20. 
Thus,  in  some  cases,  the  raw  material  pays  50 
and  60  per  cent,  more  duty  than  the  manufac- 
tured article. 

We  would  observe  that  the  bounty  on  British 
linens  at  five  pence  per  yard  is  20  per  cent. — at 
six  pence  per  yard  is  25  per  cent. — and  on  higher 
priced,  from  10  to  25 ;  whereas  our  duty,  as  akrave, 
is  only  15.  Thus  the  bounty  on  low  priced  linens 
pays  not  only  the  duty  but  the  freight. 

We  havp  never  objected,  nor  do  we  now  object, 
to  the  liberal  protection  afforded  to  commerce, 
which  has  been  guarded  by  every  precaution  that 
legislative  wisdom  could  devise.  We  have  never 
murmured  nor  repined  at  the  enormous  expense 
it  entails  on  us,  for  fleets,  armies,  and  ambassadors. 
But  we  must  deeply  regret,  that  whatever  distress 
prevails  among  the  manufacturers — (as,  for  in* 
stance,  in  the  disastrous  years  1819,  '20,  and  '21, 
when  ruin  spread  among  them  far  and  wide,) 
whenever  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  afford 
them  relief,  the  merchants  have  united  their  par- 
amount influence  with  as  much  zeal  to  defeat  the 
measure,  and  prevent  the  relief  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  as  if  their  own  vital  interests  were  about 
to  be  destroyed— or  as  if  the  manufacturers  were 
not  equally  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Gov- 
ernment with  themselves. 

We  will  enumerate  some  of  the  great  advantages 
enjoyed  by  the  merchants,  and  wish  them  con- 
trasted with  the  additional  protection  for  manu- 
facturers proposed  by  Mr.  Baldwin's  bill. 

1.  Foreign  vessels  are  absolutely  prohibited, 
under  penalty  of  confiscation,  from  carrying  on 
the  coasting  trade ;  thus  securing  it  to  our  own 
merchants  exclusively. 

2.  Goods  imported  in  foreign  vessels  pay  an 
addition  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  duties  charged  on 
those  imported  m  American  vessels. 

3.  American  vessels  pay  but  six  cents  per  toa 
on  entry  ;  foreign  vessels,  not  on  the  most  favor- 
able footing,  50  cents.  A  difference  of  700  per 
cent. 

4.  The  duty  on  souchong  and  other  black  teas 
in  American  vessels  is  25  cents  per  pound ;  on 
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imperial  and  gunpowder,  50 ;  on  hyson  and 
yoang  hyson,  40 ;  and  on  hyson  skin,  and  other 
green  teas,  2t8 :  whereas,  in  foreign  ressels,  the 
duties  are  34,  68,  56,  and  38  cents ;  making  a  dif- 
ference of  duty  in  favor  of  the  American  mer- 
chant, of  no  less  than  37  per  cent. 

These  and  other  advantages  early  elevated  the 
American  tonnage  to  the  second  rank  in  the  scale 
of  nations — and  would  alone  he  sufficient  to  prove 
the  necessity  and  immense  advantage  of  protect- 
ing national  industry  from  overwhelming  foreign 
competition.  Had  the  let-tu-idone  policy  prevailed 
in  regard  to  our  shipping,  we  would  never  have 
attained  the  rank  which  we  now  hold. 

Against  the  proposed  measure  a  Constitutional 
objection  has  been  raised.  It  is  very  confidently 
asserted,  that  Congress  possesses  no  right  to  im- 
pose duties  to  protect  manufactures,  or  for  any 
other  purpose  than  revenue.  We  respectfully  con- 
ceive that  this  objection  will  not  stand  investiga- 
tion. The  high  duty  on  manufactured  tobacco, 
coeval  with  the  Government  itself,  was  intended 
for  the  protection  of  the  tobacco  planter.  It  has 
no  reference  whatever  to  revenue;  as  the  whole 
amount  collected  from  tobacco,  since  the  Govern- 
ment was  formed,  would  not  pay  the  salary  of  a 
naval  officer  for  a  single  year.  The  high  duties 
on  foreign  spirits  were  imposed  to  aid  the  farmer, 
by  protecting  the  distillation  of  American  spirits, 
and  thus  securing  him  a  market  for  his  grain. 
The  high  duty  on  hemp  was  originally  laid  to 
enable  the  planters  of  South  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, to  cultivate  that  article,  as  at  that  time.  [178d,] 
rice  and  indigo,  their  two  leading  staples,  had 
sank  so  low  in  price,  as  not  to  be  worth  culti- 
vating. 

Among  the  objections  to  the  modification  of 
the  taring  great  emphasis  is  laid  on  iu  tendency 
to  promote  smuggling.  The  chief  duties  proposed 
by  Mr.  BaldwinTi  tariff,  were  those  on  woollens 
and  fine  cottons,  33  per  cent,  instead  of  25 ;  25 
per  cent,  on  manufactures  of  iron,  steel,  brass, 
copper,  tin,  lead,  ^.,  instead  of  20 ;  and,  for  sake 
of  revenue,  25  per  cent,  on  silks  and  linens.  We 
respectfully  conceive  that  it  is  sufficient  to  meet 
this  objection,  to  state,  that  while  we  impose  120 
and  150  per  cent,  on  teas,  100  per  cent,  on  pepper, 
50  per  cent,  on  pimento,  100  per  cent,  on  spirits 
and  sugar.  50,  60,  75,  and  80  per  cent,  on  wines, 
it  is  utterly  inconsistent  to  aUege  the  danger  ot* 
smuggling,  as  a  necessary  result  of  imposing  du- 
ties of  25  and  33  per  cent. 

We  wish  to  meet  one  other  objection  to  the 
]>rotection  of  manufactures — the  danger  of  extor- 
tion— after  the  example  of  the  period  of  the  war, 
in  which  prices  were  raised,  as  it  is  said,  exor- 
bitantly. It  might  be  sufficient  to  repel  this  ob- 
jection, to  state,  that  the  great  rise  of  raw  mate- 
rials, wool  for  instance.  From  75  cents  to  three 
and  four  dollars  per  lb.,  would  have  warranted  a 
greater  rise  than  actually  took  place.  But  we 
beg  leave  to  observe  that,  in  the  year  1815.  at  the 
period  of  the  enaction  of  the  present  tariff,  when 
the  clamor  against  extortion  was  first  excited,  and 
zealously  urged,  flour  rose  from  eight  to  ten  dol- 
lars; upland  cotton  from  13  to  20  cents — and 


tobacco  from  ninety-six  to  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  dollars ;  and  that  on  the  declaration  of  war, 
roost  imported  articles  were  raised  at  once  20^  30, 
40,  and  50  per  cent.  We  trust  that  these  plain  &cil 
on  which  we  forbear  to  dilate,  will  set  this  ob- 
jection at  rest  forever,  with  all  men  who  regard 
their  character. 

Hitherto  we  have  considered  the  subject  merelr 
as  regards  the  prosperity  of  our  maaafaeUires-^ 
and  the  equal  claims  of  our  manufaeuirers.  We 
now  wish  to  consider  it  on  higher  ground— ii  t 
grand  national  point  of  view. 

We  have  been  at  peace  for  verv  nearly  dim 
years.  No  great  national  calamity  has  visited  » 
during  that  period.  We  have  been  blest  with  soper- 
abundance  of  all  the  fruits  of  the  earth.  Of  one 
of  the  most  valuable  raw  materials  in  the  work 
we  produce,  at  least,  three^fths  of  the  entire  cos- 
sumption  01  Europe  and  America.  Our  natanL 
moral,  and  political  advantages,  nerer  were  ei- 
ceeded,  perhaps  never  equalled,  in  the  annals  of  6e 
human  race.  Under  a  good  system  we  could  otf 
possibly  have  failed  to  enjoy  great  prosnerity- 
every  order,  condition,  pro&sston,  and  trade  wooii 
thrive.  Full  employment  would  be  had  forererf 
man,  woman, and  child,  dispcK«d  to  industry,  ltd 
country  would  exhibit  the  appearanceof  a  terrestna! 
paradise — and  would  really  hold  out  '^an  asflos 
to  the  oppressed  of  all  nations."  But  to  the  dko- 
bers  of  your  honorable  houses,  coming  from  ik 
East  and  the  West,  the  North  and  the  8oatb,vt 
appeal  for  the  truth  of  the  following  facts :— (U 
with  the  exception  of  certain  situations  and  occo- 
pations,  enjoying  particular  advantages,  depesstoi 
pervades  the  land — ^that  so  much  of  the  lodosn 
required  to  supply  our  wants,  is  performed  in  for- 
eign countries,  that  almost  every  rankand  coodicia 
in  life,  every  trade,  profession,  and  occapatica 
is  crowded — that  most  of  our  great  staples,  »!• 
though  reduced  in  quantity  since  the  yetr  1901. 
(notwithstanding  an  increase  in  our  popolatiM 
of  87  per  cent.,)  are  so  far  beyond  the  demand  d 
the  foreign  markets,  as  to  reduce  the  price  bdov 
what  aoords  a  reasonable  remuneration  to  ib« 
cultivator ;  in  one  word,  that  with  all  the  bl^s- 
ings  that  could  be  desired  to  secure  nationil  hip- 
piness,  the  situation  of  the  country  is  rery  ^'• 
indeed,  from  prosperous. 

That  a  change  of  our  system  is  requisite,  most 
therefore  be  obvious  to  the  most  superficial  o!>- 
server.  That  nothing  further  can  be  dooe  for 
commerce,  is  equally  clear.  For  agricoltcit 
which,  with  few  exceptions,  has  the  exdosiff 
supply  of  the  nation,  little  is  within  the  power  of 
Congress.  But  the  department  of  raanufsctom 
affords  ample  scope  for  healing  the  woQO(h<^' 
the  nation. 

No  countrjr  ever  fullv  availed  itself  of  its  »!- 
vantages,  which  devoted  an  over  proportion  of  it' 
industry  to  agriculture.  Let  us  examine  tbe  ci^ 
of  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  Ireland,  and  ?<i^' 
rich  in  the  utmost  prolusion  of  the  gifts  of  d*' 
ture — and  with  vast  surplusse^  of  all  the  necessane 
of  life,  yet  exhibiting,  amidst  boundless  abandasc^' 
the  most  afflicting  scenes  of  wretchedness  tad 
misery,  in  all  its  grades  and  forms.    The  booBae> 
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Heaven  are  lavished  on  them  in  vain.  Their 
mands  for  the  productions  of  the  manulactaring 
tions  are  imperious  and  increasing — but  the  de- 
inds  for  their  productions  are  fluctuating,  and 
bject  to  the  variations  of  seasons  in  the  nations 
which  they  depend.  Of  this  the  United  States 
ve  had  dear- bought  experience  during  every 
riod  of  their  existence.  It  is  probable  that  this 
ictuation  has  caused  losses  to  our  citizens,  within 
e  last  thirty  years,  to  the  amount  of  from  one 
indred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
rs.  On  this  all  important  subject  we  present 
e  luminous  view  of  Alexander  Hamilton: 

"There  are  nstursl  causes  tending  to  render  the 
ternal  demand  for  the  turpi  as  of  agriculturtl  nations 
precarious  relianoe.  The  differences  of  seasons  in 
i  countries  which  are  the  consumers,  make  immense 
ferenoes  in  the  produce  of  their  own  soils,  in  dif- 
lent  years,  and  consequently  in  the  degrees  of  their 
cMsity  for  foreign  supply.  Plentiful  harvests  with 
era,  eapecially  if  similar  ones  occur  at  the  same  time 
the  countries  which  are  the  furnishers,  occasion,  of 
Dne,  a  glut  in  the  markets  of  the  latter." 
The  proportion  of  the  population  of  Great 
riiain  employed  in  agriculture  is  about  33  per 
Dt.;  in  Ireland,  about  75;  in  the  United  States, 
lout  84.  If  the  proportion  were  reduced  to  70 
75,  and  the  consumers  of  the  produce  of  the 
il  proportionably  increased,  we  should  export 
ss  of  our  produce,  and,  reasoning  by  analogy, 
id  from  experience,  receive  20,  30,  40,  or  50  per 
nt.  more  for  the  reduced  quantitv  than  now  for 
e  whole.  Our  statistics  furnish  innumerable 
amples  in  proof  of  this  theory.  We  shall  quote 
ily  two.  The  export  of  flour  in  1819,  was  only 
0,660  barrels,  of  which  the  average  price  was 
),  and  the  amount  $6,005,280.  The  export  of 
120,  was  1,177,036  barrels,  which  so  far  slutted 
e  foreign  market,  as  to  reduce  the  price  to ^4  50, 
id  the  whole  amount  to  ^,296,664.  The  export 
cotton  in  1819,  was  87,997,045  lbs.,  which 
oduced  (21,081,771.  The  export  of  1820,  was 
17,860,152  lbs.,  and  the  great  increase  so  far 
duced  the  price  that  the  proceeds  were  only 
^,308,667.  The  general  tenor  of  our  export 
ide  goes  to  establish  this  theory  beyond  all  con- 
)Tersy. 

Our  system  has  had  a  fair  trial  for  thirty-four 
ars  of  peace,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  war 
two  years  and  a  half.  After  enjoying  all  the 
tmense  advantages  of  a  neutral  commerce  for 
ore  seventeen  years,  it  found  us,  at  the  corn- 
ea cement  of  a  perilous  warfare,  totally  unpre- 
red  for  the  emergency,  in  regard  to  finances, 
id  the  means  of  providing  a  large  proportion  of 
e  articles  most  essential  to  human  comfort  and 
Dvenience ;  among  which  must  be  enumerated 
e  great  articles  of  clothinff.  The  woollen  man- 
acture  had  been  so  wholly  neglected,  and  we 
ere  so  dependent  on  European  supplies,  that  we 
pre  unable  to  furnish  a  few  thousand  dollars 
Drth  of  blankets  for  the  Indians.  Our  cotton 
iDufacture  was  at  so  low  an  ebb.  that  our  whole 
QNumption  of  the  raw  material,  in  1810,  was 
ly  3,000,000  lbs.,  though  in  that  year  we  ex- 
ited  93,000,000   lbs.    Whereas,  by  a   proper 


protection,  both  of  those  branches  might  have 
been  raised  to  full  maturity  so  as  to  have  supplied 
our  utmost  wants.  Our  system  inflicted  on  the 
nation,  throughout  the  whole  war,  the  most  dan- 
gerous feebleness  in  regard  to  our  fiscal  resources. 
To  meet  the  demands  of  the  country  for  clothing 
and  other  necessary  articles^  for  which  we  had 
depended  on  Europe,  manufactories  were  hastilv 
established,  with  slender  capitals,  great  inexperf- 
ence,  deficiency  of  machinery,  and  under  almost 
every  other  disadvantage  which  could  militate 
asainst  great  undertakings.  The  energy  and  in- 
tdligence  of  our  citizens  overcame  them  all.  In 
a  few  months  thev  attained  a  perfection,  without 
Qovernmental  aid,  which  other  nations  required 
many  years  and  great  aid  from  Crovernment  to 
attain.    Millions  of  money  were  invested  in  those 

grand  establishments — but  oeace  unfortunately 
lasted  and  blighted  the  nattering  prospects; 
ruined  probably  two-thirds  of  the  manufacturers ; 
and  sacrificed  the  same  proportion  of  the  capital 
thus  invested.  A  timely  aid  at  that  period,  such 
as  the  nations  of  Europe  afibrd  their  roanufac* 
turers,  would  have  averted  the  desolation  that 
ensued. 

With  one  other  view  of  our  affairs,  so  far  as 
regards  th^  interests  and  safety  of  the  nation,  we 
shall  conclude  this  memorial.  Qreat  Britain  and 
France,  exhausted  by  a  protracted  and  destructive 
warfare,  of  above  twenty  years,  in  which  the 
former  expended  ^,000,000,000,  and  the  latter 
$4,400,000,000,  are  now,  by  protecting  the  industry 
of  their  subjects  in  all  its  forms,  reviving  from  the 
consequences  of  this  state  of  thinss.  They  are 
rapidly  paying  off  their  national  deots — reducing 
the  amount  oi  their  taxes — wonderfutlv  extending 
their  manufactures  and  commerce — and  increasing 
in  wealth  and  resources.  Great  Britain  has  within 
the  last  year  established  an  effective  sinking  fund 
of  $22,500,000.  Our  situation  exhibits  a  melan- 
choly contrast.  Our  debt  is  diminishing  slowly— > 
our  sinking  fund  is  annihilated— our  manufactures, 
coarse  cottons  excepted,  make  slender  progress— 
our  commerce  is  generally  depressed — property  is 
reducing  in  value — and  circulation  is  excessively 
sluggish.  In  a  word,  so  far  as  regards  this  por- 
tion of  the  Union,  to  use  the  language  of  the 
directors  of  the  Philadelphia  Bank :  *'  The  mer- 
cantile embarrassments  of  the  country  for  some 
years  past  have  been  so  severely  felt  by  persons  of 
all  ranks  in  society,  and  the  miseries  of  poverty 
have  invaded  the  nresides  of  so  many  of  our  re- 
spectable fellow-citizens,"  that  to  change  a  system, 
which  has  produced  so  many  evils,  is  imperiously 
necessary.  We,  therefore,  respectfully  pray  that 
the  tariff  may  be  so  modified,  as  to  afford  that  pro- 
tection to  manufactures  which  our  Government 
affords  to  commerce. 


PUBLIC  SCHOOL  LANDS. 

Resolution  and  Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  upon  the  subfect  of  the  Lands  set  apart 
for  tJis  purpose  of  Public  Schools.'^MarehlO,  1824. 

Resolvedy  That  the  following  memorial  be  sub- 
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mitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uaited  States,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  or  so  soon  ts  may  be  prac- 
ticable. 

The  MefMrial  of  the  State  of  Ohio^  in  General  Ae^ 

semblf/f  respectfully  rtfpresents : 

That,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  passed  the  30th  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
1802,  the  following  among  other  propositions  were 
offered  to  the  Convention  to  be  assembled  for  the 
formation  of  a  State  Government  for  the  people 
of  the  eastern  division  of  the  territory  Northwest 
of  the  Ohio,  including  the  State  of  Ohio;  that  is 
to  say:  that  the  section  number  sixteen,  m  every 
township,  and  where  such  section  had  been  sold, 
other  lands  equivalent  thereto  should  be  granted 
to  the  inhabitants  of  such  township  for  the  use  of 
schools. 

Secondly,  That  the  six  miles  reservation,  in- 
cluding the  salt  springs,  commonly  called  the 
Scioto  salt  springs,  the  salt  spring  near  the  Musk- 
ingum river,  and  in  the  military  tract,  with  the 
sections  of  land  which  include  the  same,  should 
be  granted  to  the  said  State  for  the  use  of  the 
people  thereof:  Provided,  The  said  Legislature 
should  never  sell  nor  lease  the  same  for  a  longer 
period  than  ten  years. 

That  the  foregoing  propositions,  when  acted 
upon  and  considered  in  convention  of  Ohio,  and 
by  an  ordinance  passed  the  29ih  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  1802,  the  aforesaid  propositions  were 
accepted :  Provided,  that  the  following  modifica- 
tions should  be  made  thereto,  that  is  to  say :  that, 
in  addition  to  the  first  propositions  sectuing  the 
section  number  sixteen,  in  every  township,  within 
certain  tracts  to  the  inhabitante  thereof  for  the 
use  of  schools,  a  like  donation,  equal  to  the  one 
thirty-sixth  part  of  the  amount  of  the  lands  in  the 
United  States'  military  tract,  should  be  made  for 
the  support  of  schools  within  that  tract ;  and  also 
that  the  like  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
support  of  schools  in  the  Virginia  Reservation,  so 
far  as  the  unlocated  lands  in  that  tract  would  sup- 
ply the  proportion,  after  the  warrants  issued  from 
said  State  should  have  been  satisfied ;  and  also 
that  a  donation  of  the  same  kind,  or  such  provi- 
sion as  Congress  should  deem  expedient^  should 
be  made  to  the  inhabitanU  of  the  Connecticut  Re- 
serve ;  and  that  out  of  all  the  lands  which  might 
tliereafter  be  purchased  of  the  Indian  tribes  bv  the 
United  States,  and  lying  within  the  State  of  Ohio, 
that  the  one  thirty-sixth  part  should  be  given  as 
aforesaid  for  the  support  of  public  schools ;  and 
that  all  lands  before  mentioned  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  use  of  schools  should  be  vested  in  the  Le- 
gislature of  said  State  of  Ohio,  in  trust  for  said 
purpose. 

That  a  certain  proportion  of  the  lands  lying 
within  the  State  of  Ohio  had  already  been  dis- 
posed of  by  the  United  States;  an^  by  patent  da- 
ted on  the  13th  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
1794,  certain  lands  therein  described  were  granted 
unto  John  Cleves  Symmes,  reserving  to  the  United 
States  out  of  each  township  within  the  same,  lot 
numbered  sixteen,  for  the  use  of  schools,  being  one 


thirty-sixth  part  of  the  whole  tract  gnated  as 
aforesaid. 

That  a  certain  tract  had  also  been  granted  oato 
Manassah  Cutler,  and  others,  under  the  name  of 
the  Ohio  Company,  in  which,  lot  nnmber  siiteca, 
being  one  thirty-sixth  part,  was  also  reserred  for 
the  use  of  schools ;  in  addition  to  which  are  ihe 
appropriations  for  the  Ohio  and  Miami  UoireiM- 
ty,  but  to  which  last  appropriations  to  the  Ohio 
and  Miami  University  your  memorialists  baFe 
only  adverted  as  not  being  intended  to  be  etDbra- 
ced  in  the  p/ayer  of  the  memorial  herewitli  sub- 
mitted. 

That  the  ordinances  of  the  convention  of  Ob^ 
of  November,  1802,  gave  rise  to  the  act  of  Co&- 
gress  of  the  United  States  of  the  3d  day  of  Mud, 
in  the  year  1803,  by  which  it  was  enacted  qj.^ 
specifically — 

Firstly.  That  certain  quarter  townships  ia  liit 
tract  commonly  called  the  United  Sutes'  miim 
tract,  and  insaid  act  particularly  described, amoBDi* 
ing  to  the  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  estimatd 
whole  amount  of  lands  within  that  tract: 

Secondly.  That  certain  other  quarter  towosbi|c 
in  the  same  United  States*  military  tnet,  aodii 
said  act  particularly  described,  for  the  use  of  tbe 
tract  of  country  commonly  called  the  Coanecti^ 
Reserve,  were  also  by  said  act  granted  orreserrd 

Thirdly.  So  much  of  that  tract  within  thb  Su^ 
commonly  called  the  Virginia  Military  Re^em; 
tion,  as  would  amount  to  one  thirty-sixth  par: :: 
the  whole  tract,  was  also  granted,  to  be  seleti-ed 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  ant  c: 
the  unlocated  lands  in  that  tract,  after  the  war- 
rants issued  from  the  State  of  Virginia  shooli 
have  been  satisfied. 

Fourthly.  There  was  also  granted  and  secorai 
by  the  same  act,  one  thirty-sixth  part  o(  all  ret 
lands  of  the  United  States  lying  in  the  Suieof 
Ohio,  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  not  be^  ex- 
tinguished, which  might  thereafter  be  purchased 
of  the  Indian  tribes  by  the  United  Suies,  whisi 
thirty-sixth  part  should  consist  of  the  sect.es| 
numoer  sixteen,  in  each  township.  The'specidtt 
and  declared  object  of  the  aforesaid  grants  td 
reservations  were  for  the  use  of  common  scLods 
within  the  several  districts  of  country  tbema 
specified,  and  were,  as  your  memorialists  cooceife, 
granted  upon  full  consideration  arising  from  i^ 
increased  value  of  the  remaining  landa  bek>ogic| 
to  the  United  States,  and  also  from  the  relioqais^ 
ment  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  of  the  rigb: 
to  tax  the  lands  of  the  United  States  within  t^ 
State  of  Ohio,  until  five  years  after  the  sale  ih^ 
of;  and  that  it  was  by  the  aforesaid  actexpre^ff' 
declared,  that  the  several  appropriations  fc? 
schools,  made  therein,  were  in  conformity  wira 
and  in  consideration  of  the  conditions  agreed »: 
by  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  the  ordinance  of  the  ft*- 
vention  of  said  State, '  bearing  date  of  the  ^^''^ 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  1802,  and  hereia* 
before  particularly  referred  to. 

That  your  memorialists  conceive  that  it  wss  im 
intention  of  the  parties  to  the  compact  afor«5«^i 
that  one-thirtv-sixth  part  of  all  the  lands  wiiiio 
the  State  of  Ohio,  should  be  granted  to  the  peep« 
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hereof,  for  the  use  of  common  schools,  and  should 
le  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Legislature 
hereof;  and  that  this  construction  is  warranted 
ly  the  spirit,  and  eren  by  the  letter,  of  the  different 
cts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  when 
onsidered  in  relation  to  the  ordinance  of  the 
>tate  of  Ohio,  above  referred  to,  and  to  which  a 
irect  reference  is  had  by  the  aforesaid  last  recited 
ct  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

That,  when  it  was  afterwards  ascertained,  that 
he  grant  aforesaid,  in  relation  to  the  tract  of 
ountry,  commonly  called  the  Virginia  Military 
leservation,  would  be  rendered  wholly  inopera- 
ire  in  consequence  of  the  limitation  and  condi- 
lon  thereunto  annexed,  by  reason  of  the  great 
od  uncertain  amount  of  warrants  which  had 
een  issued  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  together  with 
lie  extended  period  for  locating  the  same,  the 
/oogress  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of 
be  stipulations  of  the  compact  aforesaid,  by  the 
ct  passed  the  2d  day  of  M&rch,  in  the  year  1807, 
ppropriated  eighteen  quarter  townships  and  three 
ectioDs,  as  are  in  said  act  described,  for  the  use 
f  schools,  in  that  tract  of  land,  in  the  State  of 
)hio,  comoionly  called  Virginia  Military  Reser- 
atioa,  which  were,  by  the  said  act,  also  vested 
I  the  Legislature,  in  trust  for  the  use  aforesaid. 

That,  at  the  period  when  the  act  aforesaid, 
lakiog  an  appropriation  for  the  tract,  commonly 
ailed  (he  Connecticut  Reserve,  was  passed,  the 
ndian  title  had  been  extinguished  to  that  part 
oly  which  lies  east  of  the  Cuyahoga  river,  and 
lie  appropriation  was  made  only  in  relation  to 
liat  part  to  which  the  Indian  title  had  been  ex- 
inguished,  and  consisted  of  a  tract  equal  to  one 
iiirty-sixth  part  of  the  reserve  to  which  the  In- 
ian  title  had  been  so  extinguished,  since  which 
line,  the  Indian  title  to  that  part  of  the  reserve 
fing  west  of  the  Cuyahoga  river,  has  been  ex- 
loguished  by  the  United  States,  tor,  and  on  ac- 
ouDt  of,  the  State  of  Connecticut,  who  made  the 
ecessary  appropriations  for  that  purpose. 

That,  as  your  memorialists  conceive  it  was  in 
ooformity  with  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the 
ompact  aforesaid,  and  formed  a  material  item  of 
be  consideration  which  induced  the  State  of  Ohio 
)  make  the  concession  they  did  make  under  that 
ompact,  that  they  should  receive,  in  return,  lands 
;|ual  to  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  all  the  lands  with- 
1  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  be  appropriated  for  the 
se  of  common  schools  within  said  State. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  constru- 
)g  the  terms  and  spirit  of  the  compact,  in  the 
laoner  above  set  forth,  do  not  hesitate  to  repre- 
sot  to  the  United  States,  that,  when  the  Indian 
tie  was  extinguished  to  the  tract  of  country  lying 
1  the  Connecticut  Reserve  west  of  the  Cuya- 
oga,  the  terms  aforesaid  required  of  the  United 
States,  that  a  law  should  be  passed,  appropriating, 
rom  their  unlocated  lands  within  tne  State  of 
|hio,  a  tract  equal  to  one-thirty-sixth  part  of  the 
/onnecticut  Reserve  lying  west  of  the  Cuyahoga 
iver,  and  that  they,  relying  on  the  justice  and 
ood  faith  of  the  Oovernment  of  theUnited  States, 
DOfidently  anticipated  the  passage  of  such  an  act 
I  aid  of  the  exertions  of  the  State  of  Ohio  in 
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establishing  a  system  of  common  free  schools 
throughout  the  State. 
That,  in  relation  to  the  lands  already  appro- 

griated,  as  above  described,  the  Legislature  of  the 
ttateof  Ohio,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  aforesaid, 
and  in  aid  of  the  great  and  important  object  con- 
templated, have  resorted  to  various  methods  of 
rendering  them  productive,  and  in  particular  that 
of  leasing  them  to  such  individuals  as  have  ap- 
plied therefor;  that  experience,  however,  has  fully 
demonstrated  that  this  fund  will  be  wholly  una- 
vailing, in  their  hands,  in  its  present  shape.  That, 
in  order  that  the  beneficial  and  laudable  objects 
contemplated  by  the  j^rants  aforesaid,  may  be  se- 
cured to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  it  will, 
as  your  memorialists  conceive,  be  necessary  that 
the  Legislature  should  possess  the  unlimited  con- 
trol over  the  lands  aforesaid,  with  the  power  of 
disposing  of  them  in  fee. 

The  objections  which  are  urged  against  the 
present  mode  of  administering  that  fund,  are,  in 
the  first  place,  that,  by  reason  of  the  facilities 
which  the  State  of  Ohio  affords  of  acquiring  a 
property, in  real  estate,  a  necessity  exists  of  leasing 
the  lands  in  question  to  persons  almost  wholly  des- 
titute of  pecuniary  means,  whereby  the  avails  of 
those  lands  are  rendered,  at  least,  uncertain.  In 
consequence,  also,  that,  as  these  lands  are  de- 
tached over  the  whole  State  of  Ohio,  the  expense 
which  must  necessarily  be  incurred,  by  creating 
a  superintendence  over  them,  render  them  much 
less  productive  than  your  memorialists  conceive 
they  might  be  rendered  if  the  lands  were  sold,  and 
the  proceeds  concentrated  in  one  fund. 

The  fact,  also,  before  adverted  to,  that  these 
lands  must  necessarily  be  intrusted  to  the  posses- 
sion of  those  of  the  lowest  class  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  who  possess  no  permanent  interest  in 
the  soil,  has  produced  a  waste  upon  these  lands, 
of  their  timber,  and  otherwise,  equal,  perhaps,  to 
the  whole  revenue  which  may  have  been  derived 
from  them.  The  fact,  also,  that,  bv  holding  them 
under  th^  present  tenure,  your  memorialists  are  . 
compelled  to  offer,  upon  lease,  so  great  a  propor- 
tion of  their  soil,  as  will  invite  and  retain  a  pop- 
ulation within  her  boundaries,  of  a  character  not 
to  be  desired,  and,  in  amount,  so  great  as  to  create 
an  evil  which  can  only  be  conceived  of,  in  a 
country  where  every  individual,  possessing  a  very 
moderate  portion  of  industry  and  economy,  tdslj, 
within  a  single  year,  appropriate  to  himself,  m 
fee,  a  quantity  of  land  sufficient  to  furnish  means 
of  support  for  an  ordinary  family,  is  also  a  cir- 
cumstance which  your  memorialists  conceive  is 
not  undeserving  of  consideration. 

While  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  common  with  her 
sister  States,  shall  have  her  ordinary^  proportion 
of  idle  and  unprofitable  members,  this  great  pro- 
portion of  land  which  must  be  held  by  lease, 
must,of  necessity,  produce  a  corresponding  feature 
in  her  population.  Although  many  industrious 
and  valuable  citizens  may  be  found  among  the 
lessees  of  school  lands,  yet  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  great  body  of  those  who  constitute  the 
strength  and  basis  of  every  Government,  and  who 
are  to  be  considered  as  the  friends  of  good  order 
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and  public  improvemeDt,  are  among  those  who 
are  the  owners  as  well  as  occupiers  of  the  soil. 
These  cTils,  as  your  memorialists  conceive,  arise 
wholly  from  the  system  of  granting  those  lands 
upon  leases,  and  are  such  as  cannot  be  remedied 
by  any  course  of  legislation  whatever,  if,  as  some 
have  supposed,  the  State  hare  not  the  power, 
under  the  term  of  the  original  grant,  of  disposing 
of  those  lands  in  fee.    Notwithstanding  your  me- 
morialists may  be  of  opinion  that  they  alreadv 
possess  this  right,  yet,  so  long  as  the  question  shall 
admit  of  any  doubt,  it  must,  of  necessity,  have  the 
effect  to  restrain  its  exercise.    It  is  true,  tiiat,  if 
the  forms  of  proceedings,  established  bv  States  as 
the  rule  of  action  for  its  members,  shall  or  can  be 
brought  to  operate  upon  the  States  themselves, 
this  question  misht,  perhaps,  be  rendered  still 
more  uncertain;  but  your  memorialists  conceive, 
that  the  grants  aforesaid  being  made  to  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Legislature,  for  the  use  of  the  people,  that  no  lim- 
itations can  have  any  operation,  further  than  as 
it  shall  furnish  an  argument  a^inst  diverting  this 
fund  from  its  original  and  legitimate  object.    The 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  being,  in  all  re- 
spects^ sovereign,  within  the  Constitution,  their 
capacity  to  do  any  and  every  act  in  relation  to 
property  which  its  citizens  hold  in  common,  is, 
as  they  conceive,  necessarily  implied;  nor  can 
they  acknowledge  that  any  rule,  other  than  the 
Constitution,  can  operate,  with  any  obligatory 
effect,  upon  the  power  which  has  created  the  rules 
itself,  except  upon  considerations  of  justice  and 
policy  towards  those  who  ma>[  be  affected  by  their 
acts.    It  may,  it  is  true,  be  said,  that  these  grants 
partake  of  the  nature  of  a  compact  between  the 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  that, 
therefore,  they  are  to  be  limited  to  their  particular 
terms  in  relation  to  the  State  of  Ohio.    It  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  ^rant  exists  in  consequence  of  a 
compact;  but,  inasmuch  as  the  United  States 
have  received  a  full  and  valuable  consideration, 
which  formed  the  inducement  of  the  grant,  and 
inasmuch  as  they  have  not  reserved  to  tSemselves 
any  beneficial  interest  in  the  land  aforesaid,  or 
possibility  or  reversion,  or  any  title  whatever,  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  they  can  possess  any 
controlling  power.    It  may  be  urged,  also,  that, 
inasmuch  as  there  has  been  no  method  pointed 
out  in  respect  of  the  manner  in  which  this  trust 
should  be  executed,  that  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Ohio  have  an  unlimited  discretion  in  this 
respect,  and  may  avail  themselves  of  every  pos- 
sible method  of  producing  the  greatest  advantage 
to  those  whom  they  represent    This  argument, 
they  conceive,  is  powerfully  supported  by  the  fiict, 
that  the  same  act  grants  to  the  State  as  well  the 
school  lands  in  question,  as  the  six  miles  reserva- 
tion, including  the  Scioto  salt  springs ;  in  respect 
of  which  latter  the  Legislature  are  expressly  re- 
strained from  sellinff  the  same,  or  leasing  them, 
for  a  longer  period  than  ten  years ;  and  mat  the 
inference,  from  this  circumstance,  is  direct,  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  that  compact 
that  no  such  restraint  should  exist  in  relation  to 
the  other  lands  which  did  not  come  within  this 


provision.  While  your  memorialists  hare  bees 
thus  particular  in  endeavoring  to  give  the  proper 
definition  of  the  powers  they  possess,  in  order  lut 
no  conclusions  may  hereafter  be  drawn  uafsTon- 
ble  to  their  claim  Irom  having  made  this  applica- 
tion ;  and  have  theieby,  perhaps,  shown  that,  u  t 
particular  point  of  view,  this  application  is  whoUr 
unnecessary,  they  are  of  opinion  that  an  act  ot 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  declaratory  of 
the  extent  of  the  grants  aforesaid,  will  be  prodoc* 
tiveof  much  benefit,  in  case  the  Legislature  of  ikf 
State  should  hereafter  determine  to  dispose  of  Je 
same.  Thatit  will  have  the  full  effect  ot  remoTiaf 
every  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  purchasers,  isd 
thereby  enhance  the  price  which  will  be  obuiaed 
for  the  same. 

Therefore,  your  memorialists  represent  that  it 
would  be  of  advantage,  and  conduce  to  the  foiait 
prosperity  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  that  a  law  of  tk( 
united  States  be  passed,  declarinff  the  aathori;y 
of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  dispose  of  the  said  lioo 

? [ranted  for  the  use  of  schools  within  said  Sui«ii 
ee,  and  that  the  proceeds  thereof  be  inrested  it 
some  permanent  fund,  the  proceeds  of  which  s^ 
be  applied,  under  the  directions  of  the  LegislaniR 
for  the  use  of  common  schools  within  the  tovB- 
ships  or  districts  to  which  they  were  origuiilr 
granted  in  said  Statei,  and  for  no  other  use  ui 
purpose  whatever :  Provided^  That  the  seeuov 
numbered  sixteen,  granted  as  aforesaid  for  tiiew 
of  schools,  shall  not  be  sold  without  the  cocsa: 
of  the  inhabitants  of  such  original  surreyed  \on 
ship ;  and  that  they  may  be  authorized  and  ea- 
powered  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  aforesaid  ta 
miles  reservation,  including  the  Scioto  saltspcinii 
the  salt  springs  near  Muskingum  river,  and  iot^t 
military  tract,  with  the  sections  of  land  whiei 
includes  the  same,  and  apply  the  proceeds  tkeree: 
to  such  literary  purposes  as  the  Legislature  of  tk< 
State  of  Ohio  may  hereafter  direct 
Resumed /iwthery  That  the  Governor  be  reqotstid 

to  forward  the  foregoing  memorial  to  the  Gorert- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  and  take  such  axae 
and  disposition  of  the  funds  as  shall  seem  to  hs 
proper. 

JOS£PH  RICHARDSON, 
l^pMker  of  the  Hqubc  of  BqntttnUtise 

ALLEN  TRIMBLE, 

Speaker  of  the  Sewu. 

Fbbruabt  26, 1824. 


PROTECTION  OF  AMERICAN  INDCSTKT 

Memorial  of  the  Penneylvania  Society  for  tk  E*^^ 

agement  of  American  Mawitfaciuree.'^PTUt^^ 

I5th  March,  1824. 
To  the  Senate  and  Hoase  of  ReprcaenUtim  of  !^ 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  ^ 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  Encouragemnt^ 
American  Manufactures  respectfully  sbovetb: 

That  they  have  read  with  attrition  a  meoit^ 
presented  to  your  honorable  bodies  by  the  C^ 
ber  of  Comnwrce  of  this  city,  and  feel  thestfttV^ 
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ound  to  point  out  sundry  material  errors  in  point 
f  fact — sundry  erroneous  inferences — which  it 
oQtaios,  tending,  unless  corrected,  to  injure,  not 
nly  their  constituents,  but  the  nation  at  large. 
?bey  regret  that  the  length  of  the  document  in 
uestion,  and  the  great  variety  of  its  errors,  will 
oostrain  them  to  be  more  prolix  than  they  would 
rish.  For  this,  they  hope  the  importance  of  the 
ubject  will  be  a  sufficient  apology. 
"  In  a  free  country,  like  the  United  States,  all 
branches  of  lawful  indnstryhare  a  right  to  equal 
protection  by  the  laws.  There  cap  be  no  ine- 
quality without  favoritism,  and  no  favoritism 
without  injustice." 

These  maxims  come  with  an  ill  grace  from  a 
lass  of  citizens  who,  from  the  commencement  of 
le  Government  to  the  present  hour,  have  enjoyed 
rery  species  of  protection  which  could  be  devised, 
nd  who  have  been  unceasing  in  their  applica- 
ons  for  what  is  now  styled  '*  favoritism"  and 
injustice."  The  manufacturers  of  this  country 
iquire  but  half  the  protection  which  has  uniformly 
een  extended  to  commerce.  By  such  protection 
ley  would  prosper,  and  shed  prosperity  on  the 
ation  at  large. 

"  The  universal  opinion  of  well-informed  men 
has  now  established  it  as  a  general  rule,  that  the 
^eatest  degree  of  national  wealth  is  to  be  ob- 
tained by  leaving  everyone  to  the  unfettered  use 
if  his  labor,  skill,  and  capital;  for  it  is  in  this 
iray  that  individuals,  of  whom  nations  are  com- 
posed, attain  to  the  greatest  prosperity." 
This  specious,  but  erroneous  theory,  accords  but 
[  with  the  practice  of  our  Government  and  the 
quisitions  of  our  merchants.  Had  they  been  left 
I  "  the  unfettered  use  of  their  own  labor,  skill, 
id  capital,"  their  tonnage  never  would  have 
oerged  from  its  insignificance.  In  the  year  1789, 
was  only  201,562  tons.  By  an  enormous  extra 
nnage  duty  on  foreign  vessels  engaged  in  the 
reign  trade — 700  ^r  cent,  more  than  on  Amer- 
an  vessels— -by  so biecting  foreign  vessels  engaged 
the  coasting  trade  to  pay  50  cents  per  ton  on 
'ery  entry,  whereas  American  vessels  paid  but 
t  cents  once  a  year — by  duties  on  teas  imported 
foreign  Vessels,  whien  averaged  27  cents  per 
mnd,  while  those  on  teas  imported  in  American 
ssels  averaged  but  12,  being  an  advance  of  125 
;r  cent,  in  favor  of  American  tonnage — by  these 
id  other  directions  of  *^  labor,  skill,  and  capital," 
(acted  by  the  first  Congress  in  1789,  the  Ameri- 
lU  tonnage  rose  in  a  lew  years  to  the  second 
ade  in  the  scale  of  nations — being  in  1792, 
4,437  tons,  and  898,328  in  1798. 
But,  we  respectfully  ask,  is  the  American  man- 
acturer  left  to  the  '<  unfettered  use  of  his  own 
bor,  skill,  and  industry,"  when  he  is  expelled 
Dm  his  own  market  by  floods  of  rival  articles, 
troduced,  to  his  destruction,  by  the  American 
ercbant,  or  by  foreign  merchants  or  manufactu- 
rs?  Let  his  "labor,  skill,  and  industry,"  be 
hat  they  may,  he  is  constantly  "fettered,"  and 
o  often  ruined,  by  foreign  rivals. 
Your  memorialists  respectfully  state,  that  they 
nnot  conceive  why,  "  in  a  free  country,  where," 
cording  to  thedbamber  of  Commerce,  "all 


branches  of  lawful  industry  have  a  right  to  equal 
protection  by  the  laws,"  the  manufacturers  and 
owners  of  ships  should  be  protected  from  foreign 
rivalship  in  the  coasting  trade,  and  the  man* 
ufacturer  of  woollens  and  cottons  look  in  vain  to 
the  Government  for  a  similar  protection^  when  his 

E respects  in  life,  and  those  of  his  children,  are 
lighting  and  blasting  by  that  rivalship.  If  this 
be  "equal  protection,"  then  we  are  unacquainted 
with  our  own  language. 

"  If  legislation  acts  upon  the  subject  of  trade, 
^  which,  after  all,  is  more  safely  left  to  the  law  of 
'  man's  nature,  by  which  he  is  incessantly  stimu- 
'  lated  to  do  the  best  for  himself,  and  therefore  for 
'  his  country,  it  should  act  for  the  removal  of  im- 

*  pediments  and  restrictions,  not  for  the  creation 
'  of  them." 

To  be  consistent  with  this  doctrine,  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  ought  to  have  petitioned  for  a 
removal  of  ail  the  "  restrictions"  in  favor  of  com- 
merce with  which  the  statute  books  abound.  For- 
eign vessels  ought  to  be  admitted  to  pursue  the 
coasting  trade — the  discriminating  duties  on  teas 
ought  to  be  abrogated.  In  a  word,  all  "  impedi- 
ments and  restrictions,"  enacted  at  their  instance, 
and  for  their  benefit,  ought  to  be  removed. 

"Beyond  the  limits  of  a  fair  resort  to  trade  for 
'  the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  the  case  of  public 

*  necessity,  or  high  public  exigency,  to  prepare  the 
'  country  for  the  event  of  war,  restrictive  legisla- 
'  tion  upon  trade,  whether  it  be  in  the  shape  of 
'  prohibitions  of  one  branch,  or  bounties  to  ano- 
'  ther,  are  eminently  dangerous,  and,  to  a  commu- 

*  nity  as  extensive  and  diversified  as  this,  severely 

<  unequal." 

"  It  has  been  deemed  the  wisest  course  to  abstain 
'  from  public  enactments  altogether,  and  to  leave 
'  the  hive  to  the  industry  and  instinct  of  its  labor- 
'  ers,  without  attempting  to  direct  which  cdl  shall 
'  be  first  filled." 

"  Revenue  is  almost  the  only  ground  on  which 
'  legislation,  in  regard  to  trade,  is  safe." 

"  The  tarifi"  bill  is  a  political  theory ;  that  Gov- 
'  ernment  knows  better  than  an  individual  what 
'  is  good  for  him,  and  can  better  employ  his  skill, 

*  his  labor,  and  his  capital ;  that  it  is  wiser  and 
'  more  economical  to  buy  dear  of  our  own  people 
'  than  cheap  of  foreigners;  and  that  it  is  compe- 

<  tent,  in  these  times,  for  a  nation  to  grow  wealthy 
'  and  happy,  with  her  gates  opening  outwards  to 

<  sell  every  thing,  but  to  buy  nothing." 

These  are  repetitions  of  a  trite  idea,  already  ad- 
vanced three  or  four  times — and  if  correct,  would 
be  a  pointed  condemnation  of  the  unceasing  appli- 
cations of  the  merchants  for  "  legislation  in  regard 
to  trade,"  and  of  the  whole  course  of  the  National 
Legislature  on  that  subject.  We  respectfully  ask, 
when,  in  1789,  prohibitory  duties  were  imposed  on 
manufactured  tobacco  and  snufi*, six  cents  per  pound 
on  the  former,  and  ten  cents  per  pound  on  the  latter 
— and  in  1816,ten  centsontheone,and  twelve  cents 
on  the  other,  to  exclude  foreign  tobacco  and  snuff*, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  tobacco  planters,  were  these 
duties  imposed  with  a  view  to  "  revenue  ?"  When 
foreigners  were  by  law  excluded  from  the  coasting 
trade,  under  penalty  of  confiscation,  was  that  for 
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^  the  purpose  of  revenue  ?"  Neither  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  nor  the  tobacco  planters,  can  main- 
tain this  doctrine.  The  whole  revenae  from  snuff 
and  tobacco,  since  the  Grovernment  was  organized, 
would  not  pay  the  salary  of  a  single  deputy  col- 
lector. How  then  can  it  be  asserted,  that  Con- 
gress has  a  right  to  impose  prohibitory  duties  for 
the  benefit  of  tobacco  planters  and  merchants — 
and  the  right  be  denied  with  regard  to  another 
class,  at  least  as  useful  ?  Is  it  not  wonderful  that 
a  respectable  body  of  citizens  should  advance  doc- 
trines so  utterly  untenable — so  contrary  to  the 
uniform  practice  of  our  Government — and  so 
completely  condemnatory  of  their  own  unceasing 
requisitions  on  Congress  1 

"  What  will  be  the  effect  of  a  prohibition  of 
'  foreign  merchandise,  as  extensive  as  that  now  to 
'  be  effected,  but  an  immediate  reduction  in  value 
'  of  the  labor  and  capital  of  the  cultivator,  to  the 

*  whole  extent  of  the  increased  price  that  he  must 
'  give  for  the  American  manufacture?" 

^'  One  arm  of  the  nation  will  either  be  cut  off, 
'  or  maimed  forever,  under  the  vain  expectation 
'  of  promoting  a  better  circulation  in  the  other." 

"If  we  take  nothing  from  Great  Briuin,  she 
'  may  take  nothing  from  us,  if  she  can  obtain  the 
<  isame  thing  from  her  own  colonies,  or  from  a 
'  friend  that  will  at  the  same  time  become  a  cus- 

*  tomer." 

The  high  character  of  the  respectable  body  from 
whom  the  memorial  emanates,  forbids  the  idea 
that  they  did  not  believe  what  is  here  asserted — 
but  it  required  a  high  degree  of  excitement  to  en- 
tertain such  apprehensions.  That  "  an  arm  of  the 
nation  will  be  cut  off;"  that  we  are  "  to  take  noth- 
ing from  Great  Britain  ;"  and  that  "a  prohibition 
of  foreign  merchandise,"  are  to  be  the  resultsof  im- 
posing additional  duties,  which  do  not  average  ten 
per  cent,  except  on  one  or  two  articles  of  worthless 
texture,  is  really  so  extravagant  an  idea,  as  to  ex- 
cite astonishment  how  it  could  ever  have  been  en- 
tertained. The  highest  duty  proposed  by  the  new 
tariff^  on  all  the  leading  articles,  is  lower  than  the 
lowest  of  the  duties  in  Great  Britain.  Yet  no  one 
has  pretended  that  the  British  have  ever  "  cut  off 
one  of  their  arms"  or  legs.  As  well  might  we  as- 
sert, that  paring  the  excrescences  of  a  man's  nails, 
was  cutting  off  his  leg  or  his  arm,  as  that  the  im- 
position of  even  double  the  duties  contemplated 
by  the  new  bill,  would  '*  out  off  one  arm  of  the 
nation." 

"It  is  intended  by  this  portentous  bill  to  change 

*  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  the  whole 
'  world — to  compel  her  to  manufacture  all  she 
'  consumes — to  depend  for  nothing  upon  a  foreign 
'  country  which  it  is  physically  possible  for  her  to 
'  make — and  to  withdraw  her  sanction  from  the 

*  mutual  relations  of  dependence  and  exchange, 
<  upon  which  the  refinement  and  the  happiness  of 
,  the  world  have  been  heretofore  supposed  to  de- 
,pend."  .       t»- 

It  is  impossible  to  express  the  astonishment  and 
regret  we  feel  at  the  terrific  picture  thus  drawn  of 
the  consequences  of  a  bill,  which,  we  beg  leave  to 
repeat,  imposes  additional  duties  of  5,  6,  8,  and  at 
most  10  per  cent,  except  on  a  few  articles,  wholly 


unimportant  in  themselves.  To  those  who  hire 
not  seen  the  bill,  it  might  seem  to  be  aa  aWoie 
prohibition  of  foreign  commerce  altogether. 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  best  measures  erer 
devised  have  been  frequently  rendered  ODpopolar 
and  defeated,  by  ascribing  to  them  coDseqoeace^, 
to  the  last  degree  improbable.  We  appesl  os 
this  point,  to  the  sober  sense  of  the  refpccubie 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,aDd  i4ke 
the  case  of  chintzes,  silks,  broadclotbs,  and  Brus- 
sels carpets,  in  full  disproof  of  the  tenifyiog  pn* 
dictions  thus  hazarded.  Will  it  be  said,  i&tu 
lady  will  forego  the  use  of  the  fine  cbiotz  or  Sikt 
for  her  gowns  because,  by  the  new  daties,  she  wli 
have  to  pay  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  ceau  per  yuti 
more  for  them?  Will  a  gentleman  renoaoceUe 
use  of  superfine  imported  broadcloth,  becsosea 
coat,  which  requires  two  yards,  at  ten  dollars  pn 
yard,  will  cost  him  a  dollar  and  a  half  addiiioiuii 
Will  he  abandon  the  use  of  Brussels  carpets,  k 
ornament  his  rooms,  because  by  the  new  dctss 
they  will  cost  20  or  30  cents  more  per  yard  1  W( 
might  thus  go  through  ail  the  details  of  this  ^por- 
tentous bill !"  as  it  is  ludicrously  styled,  against 
which  all  the  angry  passions  of  the  nation  are  bb- 
juslly  and  causelesslyr  excited,  and  expoK  :k 
weakness  of  the  objections — and  the  transceiMa! 
error  of  descanting  on  ^  changing  the  relaiioosa: 
'  the  United  States  with  the  whole  world!"  aa^ 
"  withdrawing  our  sanction  from  the  muimlR- 
'  lations  of  dependence  and  exchange,  upoo  wUh 
'  the  refinement  and  the  happiness  of  the  wai> 

<  have  been  heretofore  supposed  todepeodf  b& 
we  forbear,  trusting  that  the  Chamb^  of  Coe- 
merce,  as  soon  as  the  present  ezcitemeot  has  ssb- 
sided,  will  deeply  regret  lending  itself  tosoca* 
hideous  and  unjust  portrait  of  a  salutary  billcaies- 
lated  not  merely  to  rescue  their  feUownritizeos  e; 
manufacturers,  from  distress  and  suffering,  ^^*-^ 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  nation. 

*'  The  tariff  is  not  wanted  for  the  existing  mu' 
*  ufactures  of  the  country.  Under  laws  vhid 
'  from  time  to  time  have  been  passed  for  their  vi 
'  all  of  them  operating,  nevertheless,  as  restnetu)B3 
'  upon  commerce,  and  a  tax  upon  the  c\iiwi^ 

<  and  consumer,  they  have  proqwred,  and  bo* 
'  prosper." 

Here  is  an  unqualified  assertion,  decidedly  ^* 
tradicted  by  the  fact.  We  will  confine  oaneirfl 
to  the  cotton  and  woollen  manufactures,  thoogti 
we  might  enumerate  twenty  more,  wbici»^ 
languishing,  and  require  additional  protecUi& 
The  coarse  cotton  manufacture,  being  protec^. 
by  a  high  duty,  iias  attracted  so  large  a  portiofic^ 
capital  and  industry,  which  could  not  find  odjs 
employment,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  ai^ 
quate  protection  for  so  many  others,  that  it^^' 
languishes  extremely  in  this  part  of  the  eooDiiy 
Many  of  the  establishments  are  either  wboli.M 
partially  suspended.  There  are  at  this  hoar  lo i^ 
city  of  Baltimore,  immense  stocks  of  cottoog*^^ 
and  400,000  lbs.  of  yarn,  for  which  there  tf  »• 
demand ;  and  many  of  the  spinners  and  weir^ 
are  obliged  to  suspend  their  operations.  Bu}- 
ruptcy  threatens  the  proprietors,  for  want  oi  < 
market  for  their  productions.    The  wocllea  n»Da- 
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cture  is  in  a  still  more  drooping  state.  Many 
'  the  roanafactories  in  this  neighborhood  are 
osed — the  proprietors  in  depressed  circumstances 
■and  their  work-people  discharged.  One-half  of 
le  woollen  maoafactories  in  Rhode  Island  are 
osed,  and  those  that  are  still  employed  are  con- 
naed  in  the  hope  of  at  length  being  adequately 
'otected  by  the  Government.  The  woollen 
laDufaetures  of  Massachusetts  are  likewise  in  a 
•pressed  state.  And  yet,  in  the  face  of  these 
roDg  facts,  tbe  world  is  assured  that  the  modifi- 
itioQ  of  ^  the  tariff  is  not  wanted  for  the  existing 
tanufactures !" 

"The  perfectly  well  known  prosperity  of  some 
of  the  manufacturing  establishments  of  this  coun- 
try, is,  however,  a  better  argument  than  any  de- 
rived from  the  amount  of  duty  and  charges  on 
the  foreign  fabric;  for  if,  to  refer  to  one  case 
tlooe,  a  joint  stock  company  in  the  vicinity  of 
Boston  is,  and  for  some  time  past  has  been,  able 
lo  make  a  dividend  of  annual  profits,  exceeding 
twice  or  three  times  the  ordmary  interest  of 
money,  maintaining  and  improving  its  capital 
at  the  same  time,  where  is  the  occasion  for  fur- 
ther aid?  Do  others  want  their  skill  ?  Then  it 
is  skill  that  is  wanted,  and  not  public  bounty." 
*^What  is  done  so  regularly  by  one  manufac- 
tarer,  may  be  done,  with  similar  means,  by  more ; 
and  the  means  are  not  to  be  given  by  the  law, 
but  by  the  manufacturer.'' 

We  sincerely  rejoice  that  an  appeal  is  made  to 
le  case  of  the  waltham  factory.  It  is  an  over- 
whelming one,  and,  if  experience  were  allowed  to 
revail,  ought  to  settle  the  question  of  high  duties 
(rever,  without  appeal.  Nothing  could  be  more 
Dfortunate  for  the  views,  or  more  subversive  of 
je  theory  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  The 
uties  on  coarse  cotton  goods,  which  form  the 
reat  mass  of  the  manufactures  of  Waltham, 
rere  from  50  to  100  per  cent.,  and  were  liable  to 
le  objection  now  strenuously  urged  against  the 
linimum  duty  on  coarse  woollens.  Those  arti- 
les,  used  wholly  or  chiefly  by  the  poor^  were 
abject  to  the  above  high  duties,  averaging  75  per 
ent.  (and  the  lower  the  price,  the  higher  the  per 
entage  of  duty,)  while  the  most  splendid  chintz- 
s,  calicoes,  mull  mulls,  d^.,  were  subject  to  only 
5  per  cent.  We  appeal  to  this  entire  nation, 
rbether  experience,  the  only  true  test  of  theory, 
as  not  most  unequivocally,  in  this  case,  put 
own  all  the-  gloomy  anticipations  which  were 
azarded  on  the  subject  of  *' taxing  the  many  for 
be  benefit  of  the  few,"  by  high  or  prohibitory 
uties  ?  Has  not  this  duty  conferred  a  solid  bene- 
t  on  "the  many?'~has  not  the  result  been  to 
arnish  the  poor  with  a  strong,  lasting  article,  as 

substitute  for  a  wretched,  unserviceable  one, 
nd  at  about  half  the  former  price?  And  such 
las  been  the  advantage  of  the  powerful  protection 
hus  afforded — ^so  completely  is  the  manufacture 
stabiished — so  high  is  the  reputation,  and  so  rea- 
onable  the  price  of  this  species  of  goods,  that  the 
rst  East  India  merchant  in  this  city,  and  one  of 
he  first  in  the  United  States,  has  recently  de- 
lared  that,  if  the  duty  were  now  repealea,  the 
£ast  India  article  could  not  be  imported  to  com- 


pete with  our  own  substantial  manufactures 
Such  has  been,  and  such  ever  will  be,  the  effect, 
of  duties  sufficiently  high  to  protect  manufactures 
in  their  nascent  state. 

On  the  subject  of  "  the  annual  profits  exceeding 
twice  or  three  times  the  ordinary  interest  of 
money,"  we  only  observe,  if  this  were  correct,  it 
woula  prove  nothing  to  the  purpose — any  more 
than  the  successful  commerce  of  Mr.  A — ,  of 
Boston,  Mr.  B— >  of  New  York,  or  Mr.  C — ,  of 
Philadelphia,  gentlemen  possessed  of  enormous 
capitals,  and  of  course  enabled  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness to  immense  advantage,  would  prove  that 
commerce  in  general  is  prosperous.  The  proprie- 
tors of  the  Waltham  factory  possess  an  immense 
capital,  and  enjoy  all  the  advantages  which  such 
a  capital  insures  its  possessors.  But  the  assertion 
is  not  warranted  by  the  fact.  A  large  proportion, 
probably  one-half,  of  the  profits  of  that  establish- 
ment, we  are  assured,  is  derived  from  the  manu- 
facture of  machinery.  And  it  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted that  such  very  erroneous  impressions  on 
this  subject,  have  been  allowed  to  prevail  so  long 
uncontradicted. 

To  the  query  *'  where  is  the  occasion  for  further 
aid  ?"  we  reply,  that  if  the  Waltham,  and  other 
factories  of  that  description,  prosper  under  duties 
averaging  about  75  percent.,  it  affords -no  proof 
that  the  manufacturer  of  woollen  goods,  who 
has  only  a  protection  of  25  per  cent. — or  the 
manufacturers  of  iron,  steel,  brass,  copper,  tin, 
or  lead,  who  have  only  one  of  20  per  cent.,  do 
not  "  want  further  aid."  Dives,  with  his  tables 
groaning  under  the  choicest  viands  that  plenty, 
with  her  cornucopia,  could  lavish  on  him,  mignC 
as  well  ask  why  Lazarus  "  had  occasion  for  nir- 
ther  aid,"  as  any  inference  lie  from  the  case  of 
Waltham,  to  bar  the  poor  manufacturer  of  wool- 
len blankets  of  any  further  protection  than  15  per 
cent. — the  manufacturer  of  cotton  stockings  any- 
thing beyond  20 — or  the  manufacturer  of  lineo, 
whose  rival  comes  into  the  market  with  a  bounty 
from  his  Government  as  high,  and  in  some  cases 
higher  than  the  duty  here.  The  British  bounty 
on  the  exportation  of  linens,  at  six  pence  per 
yard,  is  one  penny  half  penny,  or  25  per  cent. 
Our  duty  is  only  15 ! 

"  They  cannot  believe  that  the  effect  of  the 

*  tariff  is  to  raise  the  price  only  for  a  short  time, 
'  and  then  to  bring  it  down  forever  below  its 
'  former  range.    There  is  no  experience  to  justify 

*  the  assertion." 

It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  that,  in  the  discus- 
sion of  subjects  of  such  vital  importance  to  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  nation,  facts  are  so 
very  frequently  overlooked,  disregarded,  or  posi- 
tively misstated.  We  are  here  informed,  in  the 
most  unequivocal  manner,  that  ^'  there  is  no  ex- 
perience to  justify  the  assertion,"  that  adequate 
protection  of  manufactures  by  high  duties,  "brings 
down  the  price  forever  below  its  former  range." 
It  is  wonderful  that  so  respectable  a  body  as  the 
Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce  should  stand 
committed  for  such  a  declaration,  in  the  face  oi 
the  case  of  coarse  cottons,  on  which  we  have  al- 
ready dilated  sufficiently,  and  which  might  be 
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regarded  as  deciding  this  question  finally.  Nails, 
of  which  immoderate  quantities  were  formerly 
imported,  at  high  rates,  were,  in  1817,  burdened 
with  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound,  which  was 
about  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  price  in  Great  Britain. 
They  are  now  manufactured  here  in  superabun- 
dance, of  superior  quality,  and  sold  at  six  cents 
per  pound,  which  is  cheaper,  by  thirty  per  cent, 
than  formerly.  This  fairly  disproves  the  assertion 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  observation 
may  be  extended  to  all  kinds  of  chemicals — ^to 
manufactpres  of  leather — to  printing  types — to 
books — and,  in  a  word,  to  every  article  whatever, 
which,  bein£  fully  protected,  encourages  the  em- 
ployment of  adequate  capital,  and  creates  suffi- 
cient competition.  On  this  all-important  topic, 
we  beg  leave  to  quote  the  sound  and  irrefutable 
maxim  of  Alexander  Hamilton  : 

"When  a  domestic  manufacture  has  attained 
'  to  perfection,  and  (las  engaged  in  the  prosecution 

<  of  It  a  competent  number  of  persons,  it  invariably 

<  becomes  cheaper.  *  *  *    The  internal  competi- 

*  tion  which  takes  place,  soon  does  away  every 
'  thing  like  monopoly,  and  by  degrees  reduces  the 
'  price  of  the  article  to  the  mtnimum  of  a  reasona- 
'  Die  profit  on  the  capital  employed.   This  accords 

*  with  the  reason  of  the  thing,  and  with  expe- 

*  rience." 

"  Above  all,  will  the  influence  of  the  new  tans' 

<  be  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  agricultural 
«  States." 

This  assertion  is  not  founded.  Agriculture 
languishes  for  want  of  a  market  for  its  surplus 
produce.  Bread  stuffs,  the  staple  on  which  at 
least  three  or  four  million  of  our  citizens  ^nearly 
half  the  agricultural  portion  of  our  population) 
depend  for  support,  are  absolutely  prohibited  in 
almost  every  part  of  Europe.  With  our  export 
of  tobacco,  the  growth  in  tnat  quarter  materially 
interferes.  We  export  less  in  quantity  and  value, 
of  tobacco,  flour,  rice,  and  the  products  of  the 
forest,  than  we  did  in  1801,  although  our  popula- 
tion nas  nearly  doubled  since  that  time.  Our 
cotton  has  become  so  great  a  drug,  that  there 
were  on  hand  in  Great  Britain,  at  the  close  of  the 
last  year,  199,745  bales,  being  not  far  short  of  half 
the  import  of  that  year  from  the  United  States, 
which  was  448,164  bales — and  sixty  per  cent,  of 
the  consumption  of  our  cotton  for  the  same  period, 
which  was  only  334,415.  There  is  scarcely  a 
market  in  the  world,  in  which  our  flour  is  re- 
ceived, where  it  is  not  very  frequently  a  drug. 
And.  as  respects  tobacco,  Curwen  &  Hagerty,  as 
intelligent  merchants  as  any  in  Great  Britain, 
under  date  of  December  31,  1823,  furnish  the 
following  melancholy  statement  for  the  planters 
of  that  article : 

"  Tobacco  is  very  unsaleable,  and  lower  than 
'  we  have  ever  before  known  it.    The  exports 

*  from  the  United  States  have  so  overwhelmed 

<  every  market  in  Europe,  that  there  is  absolutely 

<  no  outlet  for  exportation  from  this  country,  and 
'  no  prospect  of  the  stock  on  hand  being  con- 

<  sumed  in  it.    We  have  upwards  of  31,000  hogs- 

<  heads  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  whilst  the  con- 

*  sumption  does  not  exceed  14^000  hogsheads ! 


'  The  stock  on  the  Continent  is  eitimaiid  ai 
'  44,000,  making  a  total  stock  in  Eorope  of  75,- 
'  000  hogsheads,  heine  10,000  more  tino  oae 
'  year's  consumption  !  Under  sack  cirettmstineti, 
'  immediate  improvement  in  this  trttcle  woold 
'  appear  impossible." 

Under  these  calamitous  circarostances  of  c« 
three  great  staples,  can  it  be  " jpemicioas  to  the 
interests  of  agriculture,"  as  the  Chamber  of  Cob> 
merce  asserts,  to  make  a  domestic  toarket  for  tint 
produce  of  the  soil  which  the  foreign  world  u- 
kindly  refuses  in  exchange  for  her  miaD^etym. 
or  which,  if  received  by  her,  is  shipped  in  svl 
quantities  as  to  glut  all  the  foreign  markets? 

"  We  must  prepare  to  see  the  East  lodics,  tie 
'  Brazils,  the  Black  Sea,  every  quarter  of  the  baoi- 
'  table  globe,  stimulated  by  bountjrto  itself,  toi 
'  by  restrictions  upon  us,  to  take  oar  place  u  tk 
*  markets  of  Europe,  and  to  leave  these  coouDoAi- 
'  ties  upon  our  hands." 

As  this  threat,  so  degrading  to  the  digaityof 
an  independent  nation,  has  been  freqoeotlf  beU 
out  and  employed  to  terrify  the  Soothera  Stiio. 
it  is  proper  to  examine  it  at  length.  This  coc- 
mercial  hostility,  painted  in  such  strong  eolon.6 
as  much  as  could  possibly  take  place,  in  the  eia'. 
of  a  sanguinary  warfare — ^indeed,  more  that  k 
occur  during  our  late  war.  We  imported  im 
Great  Britain  in  the  year  1822,  to  tHe  amooBtct 
$34,806,287,  and  exported  only  $24,498,347,  Iot- 
ing  a  balance  against  us  of  $10,400,000,  wiici 
alMorbed  the  proceeds  of  our  commerce  witli  tie 
rest  of  Europe,  and  a  large  portion  of  that  viu 
the  rest  of  the  worid.  We  supplied  her  with  ^ 
produce  of  the  soil  in  its  rudest  sUte,  wbereoo  she 
supported  about  1,500,000  of  her  sobjeets.  We 
received  manufactures  from  her,  highly  elibc- 
rated,  and  increased  in  value  three,  four,  five,tti 
ten  fold,  which  might  have  afibrded  emploTD»i 
to  one  million  of  our  citizens.  Notwithstasdaf 
the  immense  disparity  of  advantage  io  this  cob* 
merce — a  commerce  moreadvantageoosthaauf 
one  nation  ever  carried  on  with  aooiher-w 
more  advantageous  to  Great  Britain  thaa  off 
mines  to  Spam,  she  will  not,  unless  wbn  ^ 
danger  of  famine,  allow  a  single  barrel  of  mt 
flour  to  be  consumed  by  those  millioos  of  pe^ 
who  are  employed  to  supply  us  with  maaoB^ 
tures.  And  yet,  while  we  patiently  submit  to  m 
exclusion  of  one  of  our  great  staples,  to  iheifr 
poverishment  and  severe  depression^of  the  tam- 
ing interest,  we  are  threatened  with  her  n^ 
ment  if  we  dare  attempt  to  increase  oor  dotieic& 
her  manufactures,  with  restrictioDs  upon  oor 
cotton  and  our  tobacco,  if  we  exercise  the  ri^^i 
of  an  independent  nation.  .    . 

Will  any  American,  possessed  of  the  spirit  ol  «• 
dependence,  submit  to  the  idea  that  Great  Bntvi 
may  and  does  exclude  the  grand  staple  of  neany 
one-half  the  nation,  and  that  the  United  btai^ 
must  not  dare  to  increase  the  duties  on  t^"*"^ 
factures  of  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  tf 
Manchester,  lest  she  should  prohibit  or  restrict  \v 
use  of  our  tobacco  or  our  cotton  ?    The  fw*  ^l 
revolts  at  such  a  degrading  idea.    Of  ^^JJjJ^Li, 
cottsumesj  as  we  have  shown,  only  14,000  b»^ 
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ler  annum,  aad  oor  cotton  she  can  no  more  dis- 
)eDse  with,  than  she  could  dispense  with  receiv- 
D^  oar  grain  and  flour  in  the  event  of  a  famine. 
iVithoutany  such  daring  ofiTence  as  imposing  extra 
loties  OB  her  manufactures,  to  protect  our  own, 
md  to  reduce  our  expenses  within  our  income,  she 
reived,  in  1817, 1818, 1819,  and  1820,  from  the 
Stst  Indies,  613,935  bales  of  cotton,  whereby  the 
)rice  of  oor  staple  was  reduced  fifty  per  cent., 
xrhicb  spread  distress  and  embarrassment  among 
)Qr  planters,  and  bankruptcy  among  the  shippers. 
Vnd  should  the  crops  in  that  quarter,  in  the  Bra- 
:il.s,  or  Egypt,  prove  superabundant,  her  mer- 
;baQts  will  import  the  surplus  into  her  markets,  in 
be  way  of  trade,  without  intending  us  an^^  evil, 
ifld  regardless  whether  we  lay  on  new  duties,  or 
ake  on*  the  old.  These  are  considerations  by 
rbich  merchants  are  not  aflected.  And  it  is  a 
iisparagement  and  outrage  to  the  character  and 
visdom  of  the  Grovernment  of  Great  Britain,  to 
uppose  that  it  would  descend  to  such  a  step,  in 
irder  to  disable  the  best  customer  of  the  nation 
rem  being  able  to  pay  for  her  merchandise.  Let 
t  be  observed,  however,  that  notwithstanding  the 
mmense  benefits  Great  Britain  enjoys  from  our 
rade,  she  favors  the  cotton  of  the  negro  empire  of 
iayti,  in  preference  to  ours  !  Cotton  from  the  do* 
ninions  of  Boyer,  is  imported  into  Great  Britain 
[uty  free — ^whereas  that  from  the  United  States 
lays  six  per  cent. 

^  If  the  cottons  of  the  United  States  average  half 
a  million  of  bags  annually,  beyond  the  domestic 
consumption,  bringing  to  the  cultivator  upwards 
of  $20,000,000,  at  low  prices;  if  not  more  than 
fifty  thousand  bags  are  returned  upon  us  in  mana- 
faciured  goods  from  all  the  world,"  dtc. 

This,  we  respectfully  represent,  is  one  of  those 
rayward  arguments,  which  recoil  on  the  authors 
pith  tenfold  force. 
¥e  shipped  of  cotton,  in  1822,  to 

Great  Britain    -        -        -        .  450,686  bales. 

fevre 73,328 

To  other  p<Nrts  of  France,  supposed   25,000 


Total 


-549,014  bales. 


The  proceeds  were,  according  to  the  Treasury 
eturns,  $24,035,058.  We  imported  in  the  same 
ear  a  bout  9 10,000,000,  of  goods,  produced  not  from 
0)000  bales,  as  stated,  but  about  35,000,  according 
0  estimatea^roade  by  mercantile  men  of  sound 
ndgments.  Thus  it  appears,  according  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  that  less  than  one-tenth, 
lut  in  reality  one  sixteenth  part  of  our  export  of 
otton,  paid  us  for  two-fifths  of  the  whole.  And 
bis  is  the  gainful  trade,  for  the  preservation  of 
rhich  such  an  ardent  struggle  is  made !  Can  any 
tiiog  prove  more  clearly  the  immense  superiority 
i  the  European  system  over  ours  ?  Two-fifths  of 
49,014,  or  219,000  bales,  are  paid  for  by  35,000, 
ir  at  most  by  50,000,  leaving  the  balance  to  sup- 
lort  the  Governments,  employ  the  capitals,  enrich 
he  capitalists,  and  feed  the  population  of  Europe, 
rhite  many  of  our  own  are  suflfering  intensely ! 

"  If  our  totacco  amounts  to  nearly  100,000  hogs- 
heads beyond  domestic  consumption,  producing 


'  to  the  grower  eight  or  nine  millions  of  dol- 
'  lars — if  the  returns  for  their  value,  now  ma^  in 
'  foreign  fabrics,  are  not  to  come  hereafter  in  that 
^  shape,  the  United  States  must  prepare  not  to  see 
'  them  come  at  all." 

Where  the  means  of  information  were  so  easily 
procured  as  in  this  case,  this  loose  mode  of  argu- 
ment ou^ht  to  have  been  avoided.  The  export  of 
tobacco  IS  far  from  100,000  hogsheads — and  the 
amount  far  from  eight  or  nine  millions  of  dollars* 
The  average  of  the  four  years  1819^  to  1822,  in- 
clusively, (we  have  not  the  returns  for  last  year,) 
was  only  73^000  hogsheads,  and  value  $6,750,000. 
Great  Britam  and  Ireland,  in  1822,  received  from 
us  only  28,000  hogsheads,  amounting  to  $2,690,000^ 
of  which  a  considerable  part  was  for  exportation. 
Their  consumption,  we  once  more  repeat,  is  only 
about  14,000  hogsheads. 

'^How  little  they  partake  of  the  evils  under 
'  which  the  commerce  and  agriculture  of  the  coun- 
'  try  now  suffer,  need  not  l^  remarked.  It  is  at 
'  present  the  most  flourishing  branch  of  American 

*  industry." 

''This  branch  of  industry  [commerce]  has  con- 
'  fessedly  suffered  more  than  any  other  by  the 
'  events  of  recent  years.    It  has  borne  its  disasters 

*  patiently.  They  have  been  the  inevitable  conse- 
'  qoences  of  events,  which,  although  caused  by 
'  roan,  man  has  neither  by  action  nor  legislation 
'  been  able  to  prevent,  and  scarcely  to  mitigate." 

Nine  years  have  elapsed  since  we  closed  our 
war,  in  a  state  of  prosperity ;  every  man,  woman, 
and  child  in  the  country,  able  and  willing  to 
work,  employed.  We  have  advantages,  natural, 
moral,  and  political,  never  exceeded,  perhaps  never 
equalled.  Vet  here  is  an  open  and  precious  con* 
fession,  that  two  of  the  great  branches  of  industry, 
agriculture  and  commerce,  are  in  a  suffering  state. 
The  third  branch,  manufactures,  with  some  few 
exceptions,  is  also  sufi*ering,  as  we  have  already 
stated.  We  trust  it  cannot  be  denied  that  such  a 
state  of  things  must  be  produced  by  an  unsound 
policy ;  for  nothing  but  such  a  policy  could  have 
entaileid  on  this  country  the  variety  of  suffering 
and  distress  experienced  since  the  close  of  the  wat 
— which  are  still  severely  felt — and  to  which  noth- 
ing but  a  radical  change  of  that  policy,  can  apply 
a  remedy.  We  respectfully  represent,  that  there 
is  a  wonderful  discrepancy  in  the  statements  of 
the  opposers  of  any  modification  of  the  tariffl  At 
one  time  it  is  asserted,  with  all  the  confidence  that 
truth  ought  to  inspire,  that  the  country  is,  and  has 
at  all  times  been,  prosperous  and  flourishing,  and 
that  it  would  be  unwise  to  change  such  a  happy 
state  for  the  sake  of  experiments  which  might  mar 
our  prosperity !  At  another  as  in  the  present  case, 
the  calamitous  situation  ot  affairs,  which  meets 
the  eye  in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  country,  is, 
with  equal  confidence,  alleged  as  a  reason  for  ad- 
hering to  a  policv  which  paralyzes  the  industry  of 
a  nation  as  intelligent,  as  enterprising,  and  ener- 
getic, as  any  in  the  world — a  nation  which  re- 
quires only  a  sound  policy  to  rise  to  a  level  with 
the  greatest  nations  oi  Efurope,  in  point  of  "  wealth 
power,  and  resources." 
"  England  has  grown  rich  in  spite  of  her  restric- 
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^  tions  upon  trade,  and  not  by^  meaos  of  them. 
'  Her  wisest  statesmen  are  desirous  of  removing 
'  tbAi,  and  can  trace,  with  unerrins  certainty,  to 
'  their  operation,  a  large  part  of  the  oppression 
*  under  which  the  fundamental  interest  of  that 
'  nation  languishes,  and  is  doomed  to  languish." 

This  is  an  assertion  contradicted  by  the  whole 
tenor  of  history,  and  has  been  refuted  times  with- 
out number.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  produce  a 
freater  error.  Previously  to  the  reigns  of  Edward 
II.  and  Edward  IV.,  England  was  feeble  and 
poor,  and  dependent  for  her  clothing  on  her  neigh- 
Dors,  who  purchased  her  wool,  and  sold  it  back 
again  to  her  in  a  manufactured  state,  at  three, 
four,  live,  and  six  fold  advance.  Those  wise 
princes  laid  the  solid  foundations  of  her  prosper- 
ity and  greatness,  by  "  restrictions"  and  bounties. 
To  those  "  restrictions"  of  the  interference  of  for- 
eign rivalship— to  the  rigorous,  undeviating,  and 
unceasing  protection  of  her  domestic  industry — 
to  her  collecting  from  all  the  nations  of  the  earth 
raw  materials  to  employ  her  people,  and  selling 
back  those  materials  manufactured,  as  she  does 
our  cotton,  at  an  advance  of  three,  five,  ten,  and 
twenty  fold,  she  owes  her  prosperity.  By  those 
restrictions  alone  she  has  fostered  ner  manufactures 
to  their  present  flourishing  state.  We  instance 
that  of  cotton  goods,  thus  brought  to  such  extent 
and  perfection,  that  it  affords  employment  to  five 
hundred  thousand  families,  averaging  four  per- 
sons each.  Out  of  a  raw  material,  of  which  she 
does  not  raise  one  pound,  and  which  costs  her  but 
$22,500,000  per  annum,8he  produces  9180,000,000, 
and  thereby  lays  the  whole  world  under  contribu- 
tion. Whereas,  the  United  States,  which  raises 
more  than  two- thirds  of  the  whole  consumption 
of  Europe  and  America,  and  exports  nearly  five- 
sixths  of  her  crops,  receives  only  about  twenty, 
twenty-two,  twenty- three,  or  twenty-four  millions 
of  dolIarS|  for  that  portion  !  She  produces  out  of 
what  she  manufactures  only  about  $25,000,000. 
We  respectfully  submit  to  your  honorable  Houses, 
that  the  history  of  the  world  can  scarcely  pro- 
duce a  {^eater  sacrifice  of  the  means  of  national 
prosperity  and  happiness.  It  miffht  as  well  be 
asserted,  that  the  earth  brought  lorth  its  fruits, 
in  spite  of  the  sun  or  rain,  as  that  the  magnificent 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  allowed  by  all  the 
world  to  be  the  basis  of  her  transcendent  "  wealth, 
power,  and  resources,"  the  birth  of  which  was  co- 
eval with,  and  which  owe  their  maturity  to,  re- 
strictions, "flourish  in  spite  of  those  restric- 
tions." 

That  "  her  wisest  statesmen  are  desirous  of  re- 
moving those  restrictions,"  is  not,  we  believe,  by 
any  means  correct.  If  they  had  any  such  desir^ 
they  might  easily  accomplish  their  purpose.  They 
have  advantages  beyond  what  any  other  nation 
ever  possessed,  in  point  of  capital,  machinery,  and 
skill ;  and  yet  they  dare  not  open  their  ports  to 
foreign  manufactures.  Their  tariff  has  been  re- 
vised so  lately  as  1819,  and  published  in  1820 ;  and 
the  old  complicated  duties  consolidated ;  but  no 
repeal  or  relaxation  has  taken  place  to  admit  the 
consumption,  in  Great  Britain,  of  foreign  manu- 
factures.   Atl  non -enumerated  articles,  and  nine- 1 


tenths  of  the  enumerated  manafactores,  aieuV 
ject  to  50  per  cent,  duty ;  those  of  eottoD  ao4  In- 
ther  to  75,  glass  to  80,  linen  sails  to  1(^,  mi 
checquered  or  printed  linen  to  172.    Here  is  htt 
against  assertion.    It  is  true,  some  of  theii  iW 
rists,  like  our  own,  bold  out  the  idea  of  a  relua- 
tion  of  duties  and  unrestrained  intercourse;  boi, 
until  they  act  upon  the  system,  their  sioeeritf  oa 
the  subject  may  be  well  doubted.    It  woold  oot 
be  extraordinary,  if  those  plausible  theories  woe 
urged  with  a  view  to  affect  the  policjr  of  otkr 
nations. 

"  She  is  emphatically  the  example  of  all  liai 
'  individual  skill,  enterprise,  and  intelligeDce,  cu 
<  achieve  for  the  production  of  wealth,  and  of  ail 
'  that  perverted  legislation  can  do  to  make  it 
*  fruitless  of  national  happiness." 

This  is  quite  contrary  to  the  facts  of  the  east 
Great  Britain  is  "  emphatically  an  example''  of 
what  a  sound  l^islation  ^^  can  achieve''  bf  the 
protection  of  national  industry ;  and  what  wild 
ambition  and  wasteful  wars  ''can  do  to  make  it 
fruitless  of  national  happiness."  Her  resoarcts 
have  exceeded,  and  now  exceed,  those  of  aof  oiber 
nation,  ancient  or  modern — all  the  result  of  tfae 
consummate  skill  of  her  statesmen*  Amasstif 
wealth  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  by  her  mia- 
ufactures,  she  was  enabled,  with  ease,  toni^ 
Si,(>30,000,000  by  taxes,  and  to  borrow  $2,070/ 
000,000,  during  the  wars  of  the  French  rerolatiot. 
She  is  now  paying  off  her  national  debt ;  has  jt- 
minished  her  taxes  to  the  amount  of  99O,OOO.00i3 
per  annum;  has  had,  notwithstanding  this  extraor- 
dinary reduction  of  taxes,  a  surplus  of  revcooe  be- 
yond expenditure  of  $22,500,000  in  1822,  aod  tiie 
same  in  1823 ;  her  roanufactores,  of  everf  kia^ 
as  well  as  her  imports  and  exports,  are  rapidljf  i>- 
creasing ;  she  abounds  in  wealth,  so  that  her  sub- 
jects are  the  general  bankers  of  all  the  needf  en- 
perors,  kings,  and  commonwealths,  io  the  worU; 
and  hasrediiced  the  rateof  interest  to  three  per ceat. 
What  a  heart-rending  contrast  the  United  States 
exhibited  when  in  a  belligerent  state !  Wkat  t 
heart-rending  contrast  she  now  exhibits !  Af^ 
a  peace  of  thirty  years,  enjoying  a  most  exteasin 
commerce  for  nearly  twenty,  duriag  a  great  por- 
tion of  which  time  our  merchants  were  the  eii- 
riers  for  half  the  commercial  world ;  the  Uuiid 
States  was  unable  to  raise  more  than  $36,000,01^ 
during  a  war  of  thirty  months — had  to  eke  out  \ix 
residue  of  her  expenses  by  exchequ^  bills,  aaa 
loans  procured  with  great  difllculty--fonDd  ^ 
self  in  two  years  with  a  bankrupt  Treasurf,  aac 
in  a  state  of  extreme  peril ;  and  at  preseot  there 
is  a  general  complaint  of  distress  and  embarrass- 
ment from  every  quarter  of  the  Unioa,  with  fe» 
exceptions.  Agriculture  is  suffering  by  the  de- 
pession  of  some  of  her  chief  staples^— ooomeice 
languishing — and  manufactares,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, drooping ;  parents  not  knowing  vki* 
employments  to  provide  for  their  children ;  ala/i^ 
portion  of  the  capital  of  the  country,  MoH\ 
vastly  reduced  by  our  present  system,  lyiof  >^''> 
as,  in  the  employment  of  it,  there  is  nosecoritf 
against  the  overwhelming  influence  of  (^^ 
rivals.    The  Chamber  of  Commerce  iisdf  a*- 


1185 


APPENDIX, 


S186 


Protection  of  Amnican  Manufacturer. 


>sses,  as  we  have  shown,  that  agriculture  and 
ommerce  are  both  in  a  8Cate  of  depression ;- yet 
iie  citizens  of  the  United  States  pa'sscss  as  much 
iadividual  skill,  enterprise,  and  intelligence,"  as 
lie  British,  or  any  other  people  of  aocieot  or 
lodern  times.  Where,  then,  lies  the  immense, 
be  incalculable  difi'erence  between  the  state  of  the 
iro  nations?  The  answer  is  plain.  On  the  one 
tde,  the  sgis  of  Governmental  protection  is  inter- 
osed  to  prevent  the  industry  and  the  prosperity  of 
iie  British  manufacturers  from  being  crushed  by 
3reigD  rivals,  and  to  save  the  country  from  being 
raiaed  for  the  purchase  of  what  it  can  itself  sup- 
ly.  When  a  man  in  that  country  invests  any 
am,  large  or  small,  in  any  branch  of  manufac- 
jres,  he  has  rarely  any  other  than  domestic  com- 
etitioQ  to  dread.  Our  citizens,  on  the  contrary, 
are  to  encounter  the  competition  of  all  the  man- 
facturing  nations  of  Europe,  and  thousands  and 
2DS  of  thousands  of  them  have  fallen  in  the  strug- 
le,  in  which  millions  of  national  wealth  have 
een  sacrificed.  This  is  the  true  secret  of  the  un- 
mploved  capital,  the  existence  of  which  the 
/hamoer  of  Commerce  admits.  The  merchants, 
rho  have  at  all  times  strenuously  opposed  the 
rotection  of  manufactures,  have  partaken  largely 
f  the  distress  produced  by  the  policy  which  they 
3  uniformly  and  zealously  support. 

'^  Foreign  nations  shall  act  upon  the  principle 
of  taking  no  o^ore  from  us  than  we  do  from 
them." 

Why  should  they  ?  We  do  not  act  thus.  We 
sceive  from  Qreat  Britain  $10,000,000  per  annum 
lore  than  she  '*  takes  from  us." 

"When  have  the  manufacturers,  here  or  in 
England  been  contented,  or  able  to  part  with  a 
bounty  which  the  law  has  once  given  them?" 

Just  exactly  at  that  point  of  time  when  the  mer- 
hants  part  with  their  powerful  protection. 

"  Far  less  than  the  duties  of  the  proposed  tariff 
would,  it  is  apprehended,  give  a  munificent  re- 
ward to  the  smuggler.  Spain  was,  and  is,  a 
country  of  prohibitions,  of  restrictive  duties^  and 
monopolies.  According  to  Bourgoanne,  the  Gov- 
ernment lost  by  smuggling  70  per  cent,  of  its 
imposts." 

We  regret  to  find  such  an  alarm  sounded  on 
be  danger  of  smuggling,  in  consequence  of  a 
mall  addition  to  the  existing  duties,  and  are 
stonished  that  such  an  argument,  so  void  of 
3undation,  and  so  often  refuted,  should  be  again 
rought  forward.  While  the  existing  tariffabounds 
nth  exorbitant  duties,  two,  three,  and  four-fold 
be  highest  proposed  to  be  imposed  by  the  new 
iriff,  as,  for  instance,  an  average  of  above  110 
er  cent,  on  teas — ^200  per  cent,  on  spirits — lb  per 
ent.  on  wines— 50  per  cent,  on  pimento-^lOO  per 
eat.  on  pepper— 180  per  cent,  on  salt,  we  res  nee  t- 
uily  inquire  of  your  honorable  Houses,  and  the 
ation  at  large,  with  what  propriety  or  justice 
bese  appeals  can  be  made  to  tne  public  preju- 
ices,  and  whether  any  danger  of  smuggling  can 
e  seriously  apprehended  from  duties  of  30  per 
ent.  on  woollens— 35  per  cent,  on  cottons — or  25 
er  cent,  on  manufactures  of  iron,  brass,  copper, 
leel,  tin,  lead,  dbc.    The^e  are    the   principal 


articles  proposed  to  be  subjected  to  extra  duties. 
We  are  sorry  to  say  that  the  frequent  presentation 
of  the  danger  of  smuggling  may  operate  as  an  en- 
couragement to  persons  destitute  of  principle,  to 
enter  on  the  practice,  when  they  find  such  a  re- 
spectable body  of  citizens  holding  out  this  as  a 
necessary  consequence  of  a  small  increase  of 
duties. 

Reference  to  the  case  of  Spain,  the  worst  ad- 
ministered and  most  imbecile  Gfovernment  in 
Europe,  is  not  calculated  to  aid  the  cause  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  sa  me  duty  was  there 
imposed  on  the  transit  of  goods  from  one  province 
to  another,  as  on  their  importation  from  foreign 
nations. '  When  14  per  cent,  duty  was  imposed 
for  conveying  merchandise  over  an  imaginary 
boundary  line — when,  by  the  alcavala,  a  tax  of 
14  per  cent,  was  levied  upon  raw  materials,  and 
on  the  manufactures,  every  time  they  changed 
owner:*,  and  this  regulated  by  the  selling  prices, 
and  therefore  constantly  increasing — when  salt- 
petre, ffunpowder,  tobacco,  sulphur,  wax,  and 
quicksilver,  were  all  royal  monopolies — ^it  was  not 
wonderful  that  there  were  hosts  of  smugglers  to 
bid  defiance  to  the  public  authorities.  But  can 
this  wretched,  this  abominable  system,  be  for  a 
moment  compared  with  ours  ? 

"Except  whatever  provisions  are  necessary  for 
'  enabling  the  Government  to  stand  the  shock  of 
'  war,  the  danger  of  legislative  interference  with 
^  trade  becomes  extreme.  Be  the  wisdom,  and 
'  impartiality,  and  foresight,  of  the  Legislature 
'  what  they  may,  they  are  at  no  time,  and  under 

*  no  circumstances,  perfectly  adequate  to  the  task." 

This  is  an  assumption  not  warranted*  We 
have  superabundance  of  coal  and  iron  lying  un- 
touched in  the  bosom  of  the  earth — water  power 
in  abundance,  running  to  waste — and  thousands 
of  our  people  only  partially  employed.  Plans, 
perfectly  practicable,  whereby  those  dormant 
riches  of  nature  might  be  called  into  use,  and 
activity  given  to  the  industry  of  our  population, 
might  be  devised  by  almost  any  individual,  pos- 
sessed of  a  moderate  share  of  *'  wisdom,  imparti- 
ality, and  foresight." 
"  Your  memorialists  are  unable  to  comprehend 
how  the  country  is  to  be  benefited  by  enticing 
into  manufactures  that  capital  which  it  is  said 
now  lies  unemployed.  What  difference  is  it  to 
the  country,  whether  the  capital  lies  unemployed, 
or  its  employment  is  paid  for  by  an  additional 
charge  upon  the  consumer  ?  The  country  is  in 
no  respect  a  gainer  by  the  employment.  It  is 
not  intended  by  your  memorialists  to  say  that 
there  is  not  much  unemployed  capital  in  the 
country." 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  comprehending  the 
benefit  of  putting  unemployed  capital  into  circu- 
lation. It  would  give  a  spring  to  agriculture,  by 
providing  a  market  for  its  raw  materials — afford 
profitable  employment  to  thousands,  who  would 
otherwise  be  partially  or  wholly  idle — and  add  to 
individual  and  national  wealth. 

'^  What  is  to  be  the  fate  of  that  capital  now 
'  employed  in  commerce,  and  which  the  tariff  is 

*  to  displace  ?" 
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Supposing  such  a  displacement  to  occur,  there  ! 
is  an  easy  answer  to  this  query.  Commerce  is 
admitted,  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to  be  in 
a  state  of  depression,  principally  owing  to  there 
being  too  many  engaged  in  it,  as  there  have  al- 
ways been  at  every  stage  of  our  progress  as  a  na- 
tion. If  it  were  in  the  power  ol  the  Legislature 
of  the  Union  to  establish  new  manufactures,  to 
extend  the  old,  or  to  create  any  new  employment 
for  a  third,  or  even  one-half  of  the  merchants  in 
the  country,  it  would  be  a  blessing  to  the  whole. 
There  would  be  enough  remaining  for  all  the 
profitable  business  we  can  carry  on.  In  whatever 
proportion  new  employment  is  created,  in  that 
proportion  will  the  merchants  be  benefited.  The 
small  abridgment  which  the  tariff  would  cause  in 
the  foreign  trade,  would  be  amply  compensated 
by  an  increase  in  the  coasting  and  export  trade. 

"  The  operation  of  the  law  must  consequently 

*  fall  with  more  severity  on  the  poorer  classes." 

This  sympathy  for  the  poor  might  be  well 
spared.  The  coarse  woollen  fabrics  which  are 
proposed  to  be  subjected  to  high  duties,  and  which 
may  be  thereby  excluded,  are  to  the  last  degree 
worthless,  like  the  £ast  India  coarse  cottons ;  and 
their  place  would,  as  in  the  latter  case,  be  supplied 
by  strong  and  durable  fabrics  of  domestic  manu- 
facture, and  at  lower  rates.  If  we  feel  for  the 
poor,  they  may  be  easily  relieved,  and  substantial 
oenefit  be  conferred  on  them,  by  lowering  the  du- 
ties on  molasses,  brown  sugar,  bohea  tea,  and  salt, 
which  are  about  45, 100, 120,  and  180  per  cent., 
while  watches,  clocks,  time-pieces,  tartan  plaids, 
bombazets,  damask  table  cloths,  silks,  satins,  Can- 
ton crapes,  Chambray  gauzes,  dec.,  pay  but  15 ; 
girandoles,  lustres,  and  porcelain,  only  20;  and 
plated  ware,  broadcloths,  Cashmere  and  Merino 
shawls,  Brussels,  and  other  carpets,  kerseymere, 
chintzes,  and  calicoes,  only  25.  We  respectfully 
submit  that  this  extraordinary  discrepancy  of  tax- 
ation calls  loudly  for  reform. 

"The  aid  of  the  tariff  has  been  constantly 
'  asked  by  the  manufacturers,  and  never  given 

*  back." 

We  state  in  reply,  that  "  the  aid"  of  the  Gov- 
ernment "  has  been  constantly  asked,"  by  com- 
merce, and  uniformly  granted,  "  and  never  given 
back."  For  eight  years  have  the  manufacturers, 
in  their  utmost  distrera,  respectfully  "  asked  the 
aid  of  the  Government,"  but  hitherto  in  vain. 

''  To  turn  over  to  beggary  the  ten  thousand  sea- 
'  men  employed  in  their  navigation,  and  the  ship- 
^  builders,  boat-builders,  blacksmiths,  sailmakers, 

*  ropemakers,  riggers,  caulkers,  joiners,  and  other 
'  artisans,  employed  in  their  construction." 

The  deprecation  of  these  calamitous  scenes 
ought  to  be  postponed  until  such  a  result  be 
proved  or  rendered  probable ;  and  it  is  a  result 
which  cannot,  will  not  follow.  It  is  the  "  day- 
dream" of  a  heated  imagination.  The  American 
tonnage  employed  in  the  transportation  of  the 
articles  intended  to  be  subjected  to  additional  du- 
ties, for  the  benefit  of  manufactures,  is  not  much 
more  than  that  employed  in  the'  trade  to  Hayti. 
And  the  whole  of  our  tonnage  employed  in  the 
commerce  with  England  in  1822,  was  only  119,- 


202  tons,  whereas  in  the  trade  to  Cuba,  we  em- 
ployed 118,405.  There  is.no  consideratioQ  of,  or 
sympathy  for,  the  thousands  of  manofacturm, 
whom  our  excessive  importations  have  ^coasigned 
to  beggary"  since  the  war,  nor  of  those  who  m 
dailyconsigned  to  the  same  calamitous  state. 
"  They  are  sincere  well  wishers  to  the  manih 

*  factures  of  this  country.  They  wiilalwipbe 
'  happy  to  see  them  prosper,  under  that  doe  p«- 
'  ecution  of  them  to  which  individual  skill  u^ 
'  capital,  in  the  present  state  of  the  law,  are  per- 
<  fectiy  competent." 

It  is  painful  to  us  to  state,  that  we  look  ia  nia 
for  the  evidence  of  ^  well-wisfaing,"  ia  the  v- 
dent,  systematic,  undeviating,  and  onfortoasttir 
successful  opposition  constantly  made,  siaee  *M 
first  organization  of  the  Government,  by  theoKr- 
chants  of  the  United  States,  to  erery  attempt  t: 
protect  manufactures — even  in  the  years  1819  u(i 
1820,  when  at  least  30,000  work-people  were  di- 
vested of  employment,  many  of  them  redoced  tc 
pauperism,  or  to  break  stones  on  turnpike  roa^ 
at  25, 30,  and  37^  cents  per  day,  and  whea  be- 
dreds  of  the  proprietors  were  involved  in  destre;- 
tion,  roost  of  whom  might  have  h^en  rescued  bet 
for  this  opposition. 

"  The  practice  of  no  fordgn  nation  leids^is 
'  your  memorialists  submit,  to  a  diierent  coo&b- 

*  sion." 

A  slight  view  of  history  will  prove  that  tks 
assertion  cannot  be  maintained.  Frederick^ 
Prussia  regenerated  his  country,  exhausted  bf 
long  and  sanguinary  wars,  and  the  destroctireia- 
roads  of  foreign  armies,  of  which  two  were  n 
once  in  possession  of  his  caintai,  by  a  sysiem  ^ 
exclusion  of  foreign  manufactures,  and  of  boun- 
ties on  those  of  his  own  country.  FraoceisR- 
fenerated  after  her  long  wars--her  sabjogttita 
y,  and  subjection  for  three  years  to,  hostile  a^ 
miea,  and  a  military  tribute  of  ^lOO.OOO.oa^ 
Russia  tried  the  system  of  low  duties-  and  abolh 
tion  of  prohibitions  for  the  years  1820  aod  IS^I- 
Ruin  spread  over  the  face  of  the  l*Dd.  lo  * 
Government  circular,  signed  by  Cooot  Nfs»- 
rode,  the  following  raelanchofy  piciore  of  ti» 
state  of  the  country  is  drawn:  "  Agriculture widi- 
'  out  a  market — ^industry  without  protection-bi* 

*  guish  and  decline.  Specie  is  exported,  sad  tbc 
'  most  solid  commercial  houses  are  shaken.  1^ 
'  public  prosperity  would  soon  feel  the  woand  is- 
'  flicted  on  private  fortunes,  if  new  regalatioi^ 
'  did  not  promptly  change  the  actual  state « 
'  affiiirs.  Events  have  proved  that  our  ifric&* 
'ture  and  our  commerce,  aa  well  as  ooratDO* 
'  facturing  industry,  are  not  onlj  paralyzed,  iw^ 

*  brought  to  the  brink  of  ruin.''  Early  in  1$% 
taught  wisdom  by^  her  intense  distress,  she  o* 
acted  a  new  tariff  containing  three  huiidred  asd 
forty  prohibitions,  which  are  daily  reviriog  i>^ 
prosperity.  Holland,  which  adopted  a  low  ^ 
in  1816,  has  ever  since  writhed  under  its  ti^ 
tion.  Her  manufactures  are  blasted— circolJticB 
is  sluggish — ^her  revenue  has  failed— her  real  ^ 
tate  IS  sunk  in  value  one-third— and  oDe-oi>° 
part  of  her  population  is  reduced  to  a  suteoi 
pauperism.    In  one  wwd,  we  respeclfoUj  sbU) 
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bat  there  is  scarcely  an  instance  on  record,  of  a 
lation  arriving  at  perfection  in  manufactures 
nthout  the  protection  of  Grovernment ;  and  that 
hose  nations  which  are  principally  devoted  to 
griculture.  are  almost  universally  impoverished, 
ritoess  Poland,  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Ire- 
and,  notwithstanding  their  transcendent  advan- 
iges.  Whereas,  those  where  manufactures  are 
lourishin^,  are  generally  wealthy,  and  abound  in 
pecie— witness  France  and  England.  So  true  is 
he  maxim  of  Alexander  Hamilton — 

^^The  importation  of  manufactured  supplies 
seems  invariably  to  drain  the  merely  agricultural 
people  of  their  wealth.  Let  the  situation  of  the 
manufacturing  countries  of  Europe  be  compared, 
in  this  particular,  with  that  of  countries  which 
only  cultivate^  and  the  disparity  will  be  striking." 

"  The  effect  is  morally  certain.  So  much  so  as 
almost  to  infer  the  intention  in  those  who  pro- 
mote the  cause — ^it  is  to  paralyze  and  deaden,  by 
one  blow,  that  portion  ot  the  commercial  capital 
of  this  countr^  which  is  employed  in  the  pur- 
chase, importation,  and  distribution,  of  all  that 
the  new  tariff  shall  exclude  from  the  country.'' 

We  regret,  and  are  astonished  at,  the  insinua- 
ion  conveyed  in  these  lines.  It  is  not  warranted ; 
t  is  not  generous.  What !  are  we  to  be  told  that 
he  mannfacturers  of  the  United  States,  depressed, 


and  many  of  them  in  danger  of  bankruptcy,  by 
the  overwhelming  influx  of  foreign  riral  articles, 
and  seeking  of  their  Government  that  paternal 
protection  afforded  to  this  class  by  all  the  Gov- 
ernments of  the  old  world,  except  Holland,  and 
by  all  those  of  the  new,  have  the  barbarous  "  in- 
'  tention  of  paralyzing  and  deadening,  by  one 
'  blow,  that  portion  of  the  commercial  capital  of 
'  the  country  which  is  employed  in  the  purchase, 
'  importation,  and  distribution,  of  all  that  the  new 
<  tariff  shall  exclude  from  the  country  ?"  We 
refrain  from  the  expression  of  the  acute  feelings 
this  very  harsh  insinuation  is  calculated  to  excite, 
and  trust  that  its  authors  cannot  fail,  on  reflectioui 
to  regret  its  use,  and  to  wish  it  were  possible  to 
have  it  expunged. 

The  premises  being  duly  considered,  we  re- 
spectfullv  request  your  honorable  Houses  will  di- 

?^est  sucn  a  system  as  will  secure  to  your  manu- 
acturing  fellow-citizens  a  portion  of  the  efficient 
protection  which,  from  the  dawn  of  the  Govern- 
ment, has  been  paternallv  and  wisely  extended  to 
commerce  and  tobacco  planting. 
Signed  by  order. 

WM.  TILGHMAN,  President. 

Mathew  Caret. 

PhUadelphiaj  March  10, 1824. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  OF   CONGRESS; 


PASSED  AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OP  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD 
AT  THE  CITY  OP  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  1,  1823. 


Aq  Act  tppropriattng  a  certain  anm  of  money  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate' and  Houee  ofiRepresen- 
UUives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
astembUd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  be  hereby  is,  authorized  to  pay  to  Daniel  D. 
Tompkinsy  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  thirtv-five 
thousand  one  hundred  and.  ninety  dollars ;  being 
the  amount  reported  in  faTor  of  the  said  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins,  by  the  acounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress, 
entided  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Grov- 
ernor  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,''  passed  the 
twenty-first  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred twenty-three. 

Approved,  December  22, 1823. 

An  Act  anthorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  to 
liimiah,  for  the  uae  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  an 
abetract  of  the  Military  Bounty  Lands,  lying  with- 
in the  same. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of^the  Treasurv  to  cause  a  complete 
abstract  to  be  made  oat  and  transmitted,  for  the 
use  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  the  Governor 
of  said  Territory,  of  all  the  military  bounty  lands, 
which  have  been  patented  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
late  army,  or  to  tneir  legal  representatives,  lying 
within  the  same,  designating  the  tract,  the  name 
of  the  patentee,  and  the  time  when  issued. 

Approved,  January  1, 1824. 

An  Act  concerning  discruninating  duties  of  Tonnage 

and  Impost. 

Be  it  enadedj  ^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act, 
and  under  the  limitations  hereinafter  mentioned, 
so  much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 
the  tonnage  of  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  as  imposes  a  discriminating  dutv  between 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  Uniteo  States,  is 
hereby  suspended,  so  far  as  respects  vessels  truly 
and  wholly  belonging  to  subjects  or  citizens  of 
the  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands ;  of  Prussia ;  of 
the  Imperial  Hanseatic  Cities  of  Hamburg,  Lu- 
bec,  and  Bremen ;  of  the  dukedom  of  Oldenburg ; 
of  the  kingdom  of  Norway,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Sardinia,  and  of  the  Empire  of  Russia. 


Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  so  much 
of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  im])orred  into  the  United 
States^  as  imposes  a  discriminating  duty  between 
goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in  foreign 
vessels  and  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  suspended,  so  far  as  the  same  re- 
spects the  produce  or  manufactures  of  the  territories 
in  Europe,  of  any  of  the  abovementioned  nations,  or 
such  produce  and  manufacture  as  can  only  be,  or 
most  asuaily  are,  first  shipped  from  a  port  or  place 
in  the  said  territories  in  Kurope,  of  either  of  them, 
respectively,  the  same  being  imported  in  vessels 
truly  and  wholhr  belonging  to  the  subjects  or  citi- 
zens of  each  of  the  said  nations,  respectively,  the 
vesseb  of  each  nation  importing  its  own  produce 
and  manufactures  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sus- 
pension of  the  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage 
and  impost,  in  the  two  preceding  sections  of  this 
act  prescribed,  shall  continue,  in  behalf  of  each  of 
the  abovementioned  nations,  on  condition  that, 
and  so  long  as,  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  truly  wholly  belonging  to  the  citizens  thereof, 
and  all  goods  and  merchandise,  of  the  produce 
and  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  laden  there- 
in, and  imported  into  any  of  the  ports  of  the  said 
nations  in  Europe,  respectively,  shall  be  exempted 
from  all  and  every  discriniinating  duty  of  impost 
or  tonnage,  direct  or  indirect,  whatsoever,  other 
or  higher  than  is  levied  upon  the  vessels  and  mer- 
chandise therein  imported,  belonging  to  the  sub- 
jects or  citizens  of  each  of  the  said  nations,  re- 
spectively. But  if^  in  any  of  the  territories  in  Eu- 
rope, of  either  of  the  said  nations,  any  such 
discriminating  duty  shall,  at  any  time,  be  imposed 
or  levied  on  vessels  wholly  belonging  to  citizens 
of  the  United  Stat^  or  on  the  merchandise  im- 
ported as  aforesaid  in  them,  then,  and  from  that 
time,  the  said  suspension  herein  prescribed  shall 
cease  and  determine,  so  far  as  respects  the  vessels, 
and  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  States 
in  them,  of  such  nations ;  and  all  the  provisions 
of  the  acts  imposing  discriminating  foreign  ton- 
nage and  impost  duties  in  the  United  States,  shall 
revive  and  be  in  full  force,  with  regard  to  the  said 
nation. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fktrther  enacted,  That  upon 
satisfactory  evidence  being  given  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  the  Government 
of  any  foreign  nation,  that  no  discriminating  du- 
ties ol  tonnage  or  impost  are  imposed  or  levied 
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within  the  ports  of  the  said  nation,  upon  vessels 
wholly  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
or  upon  merchandise,  the  produce  or  manufac- 
ture thereof,  imported  in  the  same,  the  Presi- 
dent is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  his  proclama- 
tion, declaring  that  the  foreign  discriminating 
duties  of  tonnage  and  impost,  within  the  United 
States,  are,  and  shall  be,  suspended  and  discon- 
tinued, so  far  as  respects  the  vessels  of  the  said 
nation,  and  the  merchandise  of  its  produce  or 
manufacture,  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
the  same;  the  said  suspension  to  take  effect  from 
the  time  of  such  notincation  being  given  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  continue 
80  long  as  the  reciprocal  exemption  of  vessels,  be- 
longing to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  mer- 
chandise, as  aforesaid,  thereon  laden,  shall  be 
continued  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  January  7, 1824. 

An  Act  rapplementaiy  to  the  act,  entitled  <<  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  perons  imprisoned  for  debt.'' 

Be  it  enadedy  ^c,  That  the  oath  prescribed  by 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons 
imprisoned  for  debt,"  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of 
January,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred, may  be,  in  all  cases,  administered  to  the  per- 
son entitled  to  take  the  same,  either  by  any  judse 
of  the  Su|»eme  Court,  or  by  the  district  judge  tor 
the  district  within  which  sucn  person  may  be,  or  by 
any  person  or  persons  commissioned  by  any  )udge 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  the  said  district  judge, 
for  that  purpose. 

Approved,  January  7, 1824. 


An  Act  to  aathorise  the  surYeying  tnd  making  a  road 
Irom  a  point  opposite  to  Memphis,  in  the  Stale  of 
Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  Territory  of  Ar* 
kansas. 

Be  U  enacted^  fc.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  tod  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
appoint  three  commissioners,  who  shall  explore, 
surveV;  and  mark,  in  the  most  eligible  course,  a 
road  from  a  point  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
Mississippi,  opposite  to  the  town  of  Memphis,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock^  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas;  the  said  commissioners 
shall  make  our  accurate  plats  of  such  surveys,  ac- 
companied with  fieid  notes,  and  certify  and  trans- 
mit the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who,  if  he  approves  of  the  said  survey, 
shall  cause  the  plats  thereof  to  be  deposited  in 
the  Office  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  said  road  shall  be  considered  as  established 
and  accepted. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  ^triher  enacted,  That  the  said 
road  shall  be  opened  and  made  under  the  direction 
o&  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  is 
hereby  authorized  to  employ  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  in  the  completion,  or  assisting  in 
the  completion,  of  said  road. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  said 
commissioners  shall,  each,  be  entitled  to  receive 
three  dollars,  and  their  assistants  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents,  for  each  and  every  day  which  they 


shall  be  necessarily  employed,  in  the  exploring, 
surveying,  and  marking,  said  road :  And,  for  the 
purpose  of  compensating  the  aforesaid  commis- 
sioners and  their  assistants,  and  for  opening  and 
making  said  road,  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appropriated,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  aot 
otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  January  31,  1824. 


An  Aet  authorising  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sbking 
Fond  to  purehase  the  seven  per  cent,  stock  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  year  1824. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized to  purchase,  during  the  year  one  Uiousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  any  stock  of  tke 
United  States,  bearing  an  interest  of  seven  per 
centum  per  annum,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  eight 
millions  sii  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars, 
upon  such  terms  as  they  may  think  proper,  oot 
exceeding  the  following  rates  above  the  principal 
sum  purchased,  that  is  to  say : 

For  all  such  stock  as  they  may  purchase  before 
the  first  day  of  April  next,  at  a  rate  not  exceediDg 
two  dollars  for  every  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars, 
in  addition  to  the  interest  which  would  hare  ac- 
crued on  that  day  upon  the  said  stock ; 

For  all  such  stock  which  they  may  purchase 
between  the  first  day  of  April  and  the  first  day 
of  July  next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  sevenrf-fire 
cents  on  every  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  interest  which  would  have  accrued 
on  the  day  last  mentioned ; 

For  ail  such  stock  which  they  may  purchase 
between  the  first  day  of  July  and  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding,  on  er&j 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  the  amount  of  inter- 
est which  would  have  accrued  on  the  day  last 
mentioned;  and 

For  all  such  stock  which  they  may  purchase 
between  the  first  day  of  October  next  aud  the 
first'day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the  pria- 
cipal  and  the  interest  which  shall  have  accrued 
at  the  day  of  purchase. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  Jkrther  enaettd^  That  the  said 
Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  ipake 
such  purchases,  under  the  foregoing  restrictions, 
at  such  times  and  places  as  they  may  deem  mo^t 
expedient,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
heretofore  appropriated  for  the  redemption  of  the 
public  debt,  or  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  22, 1824. 

An  Aet  msking  appropriation  for  the  year  on«  thoo- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty*fottr. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  sixty-five  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  dol- 
lars, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  (ot 
the  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  Senste 
and  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  the  officer^'? 
clerks,  and  servants,  of  both  Houses  of  Congre^ 
and  for  defraying  the  contingent  expenses  thereof; 
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tnd  that  the  same  be  paid  oat  of  an 7  moneys  in 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approred,  Janaary  19,  1824. 


An  Act  farther  extending  the  term  of  half  pay  pen- 
lions  to  the  widows  and  children  of  officers,  seamen, 
aod  marines,  who  died  in  the  public  service. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That,  in  all  cases  where  pro- 
Tision  has  been  made  by  law  for  fire  years'  half 
pay  to  the  widows  and  children  of  officers,  sea- 
men, and  marines,  who  were  killed  in  battle,  or 
who  died  in  the  naral  service  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  late  war;  and.  also,  in  all 
cases  where  provision  has  been  made  for  extend- 
ing the  term  for  five  years,  in  addition  to  the  first 
term  of  &7e  years,  the  said  provision  shall  be 
farther  extended  for  an  additional  term  of  five 
years,  to  commence  at  the  end  of  the  second  term 
of  fire  years,  in  each  ease,  respectively,  making 
the  provision  equal  to  fifteen  years'  half  pay ; 
which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  heretofore 
provided  by  law:  and  the  said  pensions  shall 
cease,  from  the  causes  mentioned  in  the  laws  pro- 
viding the  same,  respectively. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  passinff  of  this  act,  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  aoiendand  explain  an  act  giving 
pensions  to  the  orphans  ana  widows  of  persons 
slain  in  the  public  or  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,"  passed  March  the  third,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed :  Provided,  however,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  prevent  the  payment  of  any  pension  already 
granted,  until  the  full  expiration  of  the  period 
thereof;  nor  to  afiect  or  impair  the  rights  of  any 
person  or  |>eraons  which  may  have  accrued  dur- 
ing the  existence  of  the  act  hereby  repealed  as 
aforesaid. 

Approved,  January  22, 1824. 

An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act,  entt- 
tied  "An  met  fixing  the  compensations  of  the  8ecre« 
tary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Honse  of  Rep- 
reieotatives,  of  the  Clerks  employed  in  their  offices, 
and  of  the  Librarian." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  an  act,  passed  the  eigh- 
teenth of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteeo,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  compensa- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  Clerks  em- 
ployed in  their  offices,  and  of  the  Librarian,"  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  revived 
and  continued  in  force,  until  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six. 

Approved,  February  20,  1824. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  Michael,  deceased. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  Sute 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to 
deliver  to  Jesse  Mercer,  administrator  de  bonis  non, 
with  the  will  annexed,  upon  the  estate  of  John 
Michael,  late  of  Hancock  county,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia,  deceased,  or  to  the  legally  constituted 


attorney  in  fact  of  the  said  Jesse  Mercer,  admin- 
istrator as  aforesaid,  a  certificate,  numbered  one 
thousand  and  ninety-five,  issued  by  the  New  Eng- 
land Mississippi  Land  Company,  in  the  name  of 
Robert  Williams,  jr.,  for  twenty  thousand  acres  of 
land,  which  said  certificate  is  annexed  to  a  relin- 
quishment executed  by  the  said  John  Michael,  by 
his  attorney  in  fact.  Bowling  Hall,  bearing  date 
on  the  twenty -fifth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  and  is  now  qu  file  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Secretary  of  State :  Provided,  That  be- 
fore delivering  said  certificate,  the  said  Secretary 
of  State  shall  make  and  retain  a  copy  of  said  cer- 
tificate in  his  office,  and  shall  also  take  the  re*- 
ceipts  of  said  Jesse  Mercer,  or  his  attorney  in  fact, 
for  the  same. 
Approved,  February  20, 1824. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settlement  of 
private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  time  limited  for  the 
settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  by  an  act  of  the  seventeenth  Congress, 
entitled  "An  act  amending,  and  supplementary  to, 
the  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  provide  for  the 
survey  and  disposal  of  the  public  lands  in  Florida," 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  extended  and  enlarged, 
until  the  first  day  of  January  next,  when  the  com* 
missioners  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to 
the  lands  aforesaid,  shall  make  a  return  of  their 

groceedings  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
e  laid  before  Congress. 
Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  claim- 
ant or  claimants  shall  not  be  required  to  produce, 
in  evidence,  a  deraignment  of  title  from  the  original 
grantee  or  patentee,  but  the  exhibition  of  the  ori- 
ginal title  i»pers,  agreeably  to  the  fourth  section 
of  an  act,  passed  theeigl^th  of  May,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascer- 
taining claims  and  titles  to  lands  within  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,"  with  the  deed  or  devise,  to  the 
claimant,  and  the  office  abstract  or  abstracts  of 
the  intermediate  conveyances  for  the  last  ten 
years  preceding  the  surrender  of  Florida  to  the 
United  States,  and,  where  they  cannot  be  pro- 
duced, their  absence  being  satisfactorily  accounted 
for,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of  the  right  of 
the  claimant  or  claimants  to  the  land  so  claimed 
as  against  the  United  States :  Provided,  That  the 
claim  be  defined  in  quantity,  and  the  amount  doea 
not  exceed  the  quantity  limited  in  the  second  sec* 
tion  of  the  act  which  this  is  intended  to  extend : 
And,  provided,  The  conditions  required  by  the  laws 
and  ordinances  of  the  Spanish  (Government,  and 
the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States, 
shall  have  been  complied  with. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furdier  enacted,  That  no  per- 
son shall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  an  actual 
settler,  within  the  provisions  of  the  "Act  amend- 
ing, and  supplementary  to,  an  act  for  ascertain- 
ing claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida,"  passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  unless 
such  person,  or  those  under  whom  he  claims  title, 
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shall  have  been  in  the  caltivation,  or  occupation, 
of  the  land,  at  and  before  the  period  of  the  cession. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  so  much 
of  the  act  of  which  this  is  an  amendment,  as  au- 
thorizes the  Secretary  of  the  said  Commissioners 
to  demand  and  receive  from  the  claimants  ten 
cents  per  hundred  words  for  recording  titles  to 
land,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  for- 
mer Secretaries,  or  those  who  may  now  be  Sec- 
retaries, to  the  said  coard  of  Commissioners,  who 
shall  have  received  their  salary  of  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  from  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States*  which  is,  by  law,  declared 
to  be  their  full  compensation,  shall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  required  to  pay  over,  respectively,  to 
the  Commissioners,  couformablc  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  original  law,  all  such  fees  as  have 
been  demanded  and  received  by  them,  which  shall 
be  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
commission. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  so  much 
of  the  acts  of  which  this  is  amendatory,  as  makes 
void  all  claims  not  filed  before  the  first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-three, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed ; 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  claims  to  be  filed  any 
time  previous  to  the  first  day  of  September  next ; 
but  all  and  every  claim  not  filed  by  that  time, 
shall  be  held  and  deemed  void  and  of  none  effect. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  each  of 
the  Commissioners  heretofore  appointed,  or  who 
may  hereafter  be  appointed,  who  has  performed, 
and  shall  hereafter  perform,  the  duties  assigned 
him,  shall  receive,  from  the  first  Monday  in  Feb- 
ruary, until  the  first  day  in  January  next,  at  the 
rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  in  full 
compensation  for  his  services. 

Approved,  February  28, 1824. 


An  Act  to  tuthorise  the  laying  out  and  opening  cer- 
tain  pabiic  rotds  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  opened,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  a 
public  road  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine, 
commencing  at  Deer  Point,  on  the  Bay  of  Pensa- 
cola, and  pursuing  the  Old  Indian  Trail  to  the 
Cow  Ford,  on  the  Choctawhatchy  river  ;  thence, 
to  the  Ochesee  Bluflf,  on  the  Appalachicola  river ; 
thence,  in  the  most  direct  practicable  route,  to  the 
site  of  Fort  St.  Louis ;  thence,  as  nearly  as  prac- 
ticable, on  the  old  Spanish  road  to  St.  Augustine, 
crossing  the  St.  John's  river  at  Picolata  ;  which 
road  shall  be  plainly  and  distinctly  marked,  and 
shall  be  of  the  width  of  twenty-five  feet. 

Sec  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  -the  Pre- 
sident be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  stationed  in  Flor- 
ida, in  such  manner  as  he  may  think  proper,  in 
the  completion,  or  assisting  in  the  completion,  of 
said  road. 

Sec  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  opening  the  said  road,  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  be^  and  the  sam  e 


is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  ilfwrther  enacted.  That  the  Pre- 
sident be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to 
be  surveyed  and  marked  out,  the  most  direct  aod 
practicable  route  for  a  public  road  from  Cape 
Sable,  passing  by  Charlotte  Harbor  and  Bajr  of 
Tampa,  to  the  point  where  the  Suwaney  river 
will  be  intersected  by  the  road  to  be  opened  from 
Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine,  and  to  cause  to  be 
surveyed  and  marked  out,  the  route  for  a  public 
road  from  Cape  Florida  to  St.  Augustine. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  the  surveys  aforejaid,  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  anymooef 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  28,  1824. 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  tarvejing  of  the  public  tni 
private  Itnds  in  the  southern  part  of  Alabami. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  all  the  lands  in  the  Stat« 
of  Alabama  shall  be  attached  to  the  district  of  tbe 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Lands  in  the  State  of  Al* 
abama^  and  the  surveying  of  all  public  and  prime 
lands  in  the  said  State  shall  hereafter  be  made 
under  his  direction;  and  it  shall  be  the dutf of 
the  principal  Deputy  Surveyor  of  the  district  ea.< 
of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  and  east  of  Peari 
river^  to  return  the  plats  of  all  private  claims 
withm  the  State  of  Alabama  to  the  office  of  ibe 
said  Surveyor. 

Approved,  February  28, 1824. 


An  Act  making  approptiations  for  the  Military  Serriee 
of  the  United  Sutea,  for  the  year  one  thooiUKl 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively,  appropriated 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twentf 
four,  to  wit : 

For  pay  of  the  Army,  and  subsistence  of  officer?, 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-four  thousand  four  bun* 
dred  and  seven  dollars  and  &7e  cents,  iociading 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  tbouand 
one  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars,  for  the  pay  aod 
subsistence  of  the  officers  and  cadets  beloogiogto 
the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point; 

For  subsistence,  in  addition  to  an  unexpeDded 
balance  of  twenty-one  thousand  six  hundred  dol- 
lars, two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousaad  three 
hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars ; 

For  forage  for  officers,  thirty-six  thousand  ooe 
hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars ; 

For  the  recruiting  service,  in  addition  to  anoo- 
expended  balance  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars^ 
thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  dollars ; 

For  contingent  expenses  for  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars ; 

For  the  Purchasing  Department,  in  addiuoo  to 
the  amount  of  clothing  on  hand,  ooe  hundred  aod 
forty -one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-^ena 
dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents; 
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For  the  parcha.se  of  woollens,  during  the  year 
one  tfaoQsand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  in 
advance  for  the  year  one  thousand  eicht  hundred 
and  twenty-five,  twenty  thousand  dollars ; 

For  the  Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  in 
addition  to  supplies  on  hand,  and  an  unexpended 
baiaace,  both  amounting  to  twenty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollars,  ten  thousand  dollars ; 

For  the  Q^uartermasler  General's  Department, 
in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  two  hundred  and  forty-nine 
thousand  dollars; 

For  the  purchaseof  Gridley's  farm,  ten  thousand 
doiiars:  ProimUd,  said  farm  shall  not  be  purchased 
Qoless  the  said  farm  shall  be  procured  for  said  ten 
thouband  dollars; 

For  the  contingencies  of  the  Army,  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars ; 

For  the  National  Armories,  three  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars ; 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  Ordnance  ser- 
vice, forty-two  thousand  dollars ; 

For  pensions  to  the  Revolutionary  pensioners  of 
the  United  States,  one  million  two  hundred  and 
ninety-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixteen 
dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents ; 

For  the  pensions  to  the  invalids,  to  the  commu- 
tation pensioners,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans, 
three  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred 
and  seventy-four  dollars  and  forty-two  cents ; 

For  arrearages  in  the  War  Department*  prior 
to  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hiindred 
and  fifteen,  twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

Sfic.  2.  And  he  Ufwrthtr  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
eral sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated: Provided,  however,  That  no  money  ap 
propriated  by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  to  any  person, 
for  his  compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the 
United  States,  until  such  person  shall  have  ac- 
eounted  for.  and  paid  into  the  Treasury,  all  sum$ 
for  which  he  may  be  liable :  Provided,  further, 
That  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  ex- 
tend to  balances  arising  solely  from  the  deprecia- 
tion of  Treasury  notes,  received  by  such  person, 
to  be  expended  in  the  public  service;  but,  in  all 
cases  wnere  the  pay  or  salary  of  any  person  is 
withheld,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  accounting  officer,  if  demanded  by  the 
party,  his  agent,  or  attorney,  to  report  forthwith 
to  the  Agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  the  bal- 
ance due;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
Agent,  within  sixty  days  thereafter,  to  order  suit 
to  be  commenced  against  such  delinquent,  and  his 
securities. 

Approved,  March  10, 1824. 


mentioned,^'  as  prohibits  the  allowance  of  daily 
compensation  to  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys, 
in  the  districts  in  said  act  mentioned,  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  repealed  ;  and  that  there  hereafter 
be  allowed  to  the  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys, 
for  said  districts,  the  same  daily  cootpensation  as 
is  allowed  to  the  same  officers  m  other  districts. 
Approved,  March'8, 1824. 


An  Act  to  repeal,  in  pmrt,  an  act,  entitled  *'An  act  to 
lessen  the  compeAtmtion  for  Marshals,  Clerks,  and 
Attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  so  much  of  the  acti 
passed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  Anno  Dom* 
ini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  en- 
titled ''An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  for 
Biarshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein 
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An  Act  for  the  better  orgtnizttion  of  the  District 
Courts  of  the  United  States  within  the  Sute  of 
Alabama. 

Be  it  enacted,  <^e.,  That  the  State  of  Alabama 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  divided  into  two 
districts,  in  manner  following,  to  wit :  That  part 
thereof  composing  the  counties  of  Jackson,  Deca- 
tur, Madison,  Limestone,  Lauderdale,  Franklin, 
Lawrence,  Morgan,  Blount,  St.  Clair,  Jefferson, 
Walker,  and  Marion,  shall  compose  one  district, 
to  be  called  the  Northern  District  of  Alabama ; 
and  the  residue  thereof  shall  compose  another  dis- 
trict, to  be  called  the  Southern  District  of  Ala- 
bama. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  firUur  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  two  terms  of  the  District  Court  for  the  South- 
ern District,  held  at  Mobile,  in  each  year,  to  begin 
on  the  third  Monday  after  the  fourth  Monday  ia 
March,  and  the  fourth  Monday  after  the  fourth 
Monday  in  October;  and  one  term  at  Cahawba, 
in  each  year,  to  begin  on  the  third  Monday  in 
June;  and  one  term  of  the  District  Court,  for  the 
Northern  District,  shall  be  held  in  Huntsville,  in 
each  year,  to  begin  on  the  second  Monday  in  Julv; 
and  the  District  Judge  of  the  United  States  for 
the  State  of  Alabama  is  hereby  required  to  hold 
the  courts  aforesaid,  and  furthermore,  to  hold  one 
or  more  special  terms,  at  Cahawba,  and  at  Hunts- 
ville,  in  each  year,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  business 
of  the  court  shall  require  it  to  be  done. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  third 
Monday  in  December,  in  each  year,  shall  be  a  re- 
turn day  for  writs  and  executions,  returnable  to 
the  said  District  Court  at  Cahawba ;  and  the  sec- 
ond Monday  in  January,  in  each  year,  shall  be  a 
return  day  for  writs  and  executions  returnable  to 
the  said  District  Court  at  Huntsville;  and  the 
parties  to  such  suits  as  shall  be  so  returned,  shall 
make  up  their  pleadings  under  such  rules  as  the 
court  shall  prescribe,  in  order  to  have  the  causes 
so  returned  in  a  state  for  trial  at  the  next  regular 
term. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  all  causes 
pending  in  the  said  District  Courts  at  Mobile  and 
Cahawba,  shall  be  adjourned  and  continued  from 
the  times  heretofore  prescribed  by  law  for  holding 
said  courts  respectively,  to  the  times  appointed  by 
this  act ;  and  all  recognizances  and  process  of 
every  description,  made  returnable  to  the  former 
terms  of  holding  s^aid  courts,  shall  be  returned  to 
the  terms  herein  established,  and  be  as  valid  as  if 
thetime  of  holding  the  same  had  not  been  changed. 

Sec.  5.  Andheit  farther  enacted.  That  all  causes 
at  law,  or  in  chancery,  pending  in  the  said  District 
Courts  at  Mobile  and  Cahawba,  in  which  the  de- 
fendant or  defendanta  resided,  in  the  Northern  Dis- 
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trict,  at  the  time  of  serving  the  process,  shall  be  trans* 
ferred  to  the  District  Court  for  the  said  Northern 
District,  established  by  this  act,  and  be  proceeded  in, 
adjudged,  and  determined,  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  originally  commenced  in  said  court ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  said  District  Courts 
at  Mobile  and  Cahawba,  to  transmit,  by  some  safe 
conveyance,  to  the  clerk  of  the  District  Court  for 
the  Northern  District,  the  original  papers  in  all 
such  causes,  together  with  a  transcript  of  all  pro- 
ceedings had  therein. 

Sbc.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacUd,  That  all  suits 
hereafter  to  be  brought,  in  either  of  the  courts 
aforesaid,  not  of  a  local  nature,  shall  be  brought 
only  in  tne  district  where  the  defendant  shall  re- 
aide  ;  but  if  there  be  more  than  one  defendant,  and 
some  of  them  reside  in  the  Northern  and  some  in 
the  Southern  District,  the  plaintiff  may  sue  in 
either,  and  send  a  duplicate  writ  to  the  other,  on 
which  he  shall  endorse  that  it  is  part  of  a  suit 
brought  in  the  district  from  which  it  is  sent ;  and 
the  said  writs,  when  executed  and  returned,  shall 
constitute  one  suit,  and  be  proceeded  in  accord-, 
ingly. 

Sec.  7.  Aiidhe  ii  further  enacted,  That  the  Judge 
of  said  courts  shall  appoint  a  clerk  of  the  District 
Court  of  the  Northern  District,  who  shall  reside, 
and  keep  his  office,  and  the  records  and  documents 
appertaining  thereto,  at  the  place  of  holding  said 
court :  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees  allowed  by  law 
to  the  clerks  of  the  Southern  District,  and  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  liabilities  and  penalties. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney  heretofore  appointed  for  the  District 
of  Alabama  shall  be  the  District  Attorney  for  the 
•Southern  District  of  Alabama;  and  there  shall 
be  a  District  Attorney  appointed  for  the  Northern 
District  of  Alabama,  who  shall  hold  his  appoint- 
ment for  the  same  term,  be  subject  to  the  same 
duties,  and  receive  the  same  salary,  fees,  and  emol- 
uments, allowed  to  the  District  Attorney  for  the 
Southern  District  of  Alabama. 

Sbg.  9.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  should  the 
Judge  fail  to  attend  at  the  time  and  place  of  hold- 
ing any  of  the  courts  herein  mentioned,  b^re  the 
dose  of  the  third  day  of  the  term,  the  business 
thereof  shall  stand  adjourned  to  the  next  term. 

Approved,  March  10,  1824. 


An  Act  to  define  the  boondftrj  line  between  the  Ed- 
wardsville  sod  Springfield  Land  Districts,  in  the 
8ut6  of  Illinois. 

Be  it  ejiMcted,  fc,  That  all  that  tract  of  country 
lying  between  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
and  south  of  the  base  line  of  the  military  surveys, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  attached  to,  and  malde 
a  part  of,  the  land  district,  the  office  of  which  is 
located  at  Edwardsville ;  and  all  the  tract  of  coun- 
tryr  lying  between  the  said  rivers,  and  north  of  the 
said  base  line  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  attached  to, 
and  made  a  part  of,  the  Uod  district^  the  office  of 
which  is  established  at  Springfield,  in  the  county 
of  Sangamo. 

Approved,  March  16, 1824. 


An  Act  to  change  the  terms  of  the  Distoict  Coort 
of  the  United  Sutes  lor  the  Kentocky  diftriet 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  the  sessions  of  the  District  Court 
ofthe  United  States,  in  and  for  the  Kentucky 
District,  shall  commence  and  be  hoidenon  the  first 
Monday  of  May  and  November,  in  each  year,  to- 
stead  ofthe  terms  now  appointed  by  law. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  fiwther  enacted,  That  all  mo- 
tions, process,  pleas,  and  suits,  returnable  to  th« 
term  of  said  court  heretofore  appointed  to  be 
holden  in  April  next,  shall  staiod  adjourned  and 
continued  over  to  the  May  term  next  appointed  hj 
this  act,  and  shall  be  as  effectual  in  law  as  if  the 
aaid  April  term  had  not  been  abolished. 

Approved,  March  24, 1824. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  employing  of  certain  Ai' 
sistanCa  in  the  General  Land  Ofiice. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  em- 
ploy in  the  General  Land  Office,  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  twelve  months,  one  assistant  draughts 
man  and  two  colorers,  for  the  purpose  of  conaj^let* 
ing  the  maps  directed  to  be  made  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Approved,  March  24, 1824. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  one  thooaand  eight  ban* 
died  and  twenty-four. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^.,  That  the  following  sams  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropria* 
ted  for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eigbt 
hundred  and  twenty-four ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  compensation  to  Senators  and  members  o( 
the  House  of  Representatives,  their  officers  and 
attendants,  including  the  sum  of  two  handred 
'and  sixty-five  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty 
dollars,  appropriated  by  an  act  making  a  partial 
appropriation  for  the  year  one  thousand  eigbt  hon* 
dred  and  twenty-four,  passed  the  uiaeteeotb  dar 
of  January  last,  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  tboa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  fuel,  stationery,  prtntiog,  and 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  sixty  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  the  library  of  Congress,  in- 
cluding the  salary  of  the  librarian,  one  thotuand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  Unt* 
ted  States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secreury  of  Sute, 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of  Apriii 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
Department,  including  the  messenger  in  the  Pa- 
tent Ofiice,  one  thousand  four  hundred  doUsiSi 
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For  (he  incidental  ftod  cootiogeat  expenaes  of 
the  Department  of  State,  iaciuding  the  expenses 
of  priotiog  the  laws,  and  for  extra  copying  of  pa- 
pers, tweoty-seren  thousand  three  hund^  and 
m^  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, six  thousand  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per  act  of  the 
twentieth  Apf  il,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  an  additional  clerk,  as 
allowed  per  act  of  appropriation  of  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  messengers  in  said  office, 
one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptroller  of 
(he  Treasury,  three  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  comj^nsation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  First  Comptroller,  per  act  of  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
se?enteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  of- 
fice, one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
ifae  Seoond  Comptroller,  per  act  of  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eiffhteen, 
3ioe  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
ice,  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
be  First  Auditor,  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred 
iollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  neaseoger  in  said  of- 
ce,  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Veasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
\t  Second  Auditor,  fourteen  thousand  four  hun- 
red  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
ce,  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Third  AuditcMr  of  the 
'reasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 

le  Third  Auditor,  twenty-three  thousand  three 

andred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  measengers  in  said 

fice,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of 

lowances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 

reasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 

e  Fourth  Auditor,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  April, 

te  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen 

ousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For   compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 

3ce^    seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  allow- 

ces. 

For  an  additional  clerk  in  said  office,  for  the 


year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four, 
one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Fifth  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  ten 
thousand  five  hundred  doUars. 

For  two  clerks,  to  complete  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  transferred  to  the 
office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  one  clerk,  on  the  business  of  the  agent  of 
the  Treasury,  transferred  to  the  office  of  the  Fifth 
Auditor,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  doli* 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  three  thousand  dollars^ 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Treasurer,  [>er  act  of  the  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  five 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  an  additional  clerk,  and 
alao  for  an  assistant  to  the  chief  clerk,  as  allowed 
since  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nineteen,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Gkneral  Land  Office,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Commissioner,  per  act  of  the  twentieth 
of  Apiil,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh^ 
teen,  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  eompensation  to  such  persons  as  may  be 
employed  to  brine  up  the  business  in  said  office, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  of- 
fice, one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  all 
aUowanees. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treaa- 
ury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Roister,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifiy  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger,  including 
the  allowance  for  stamping  ships'  registers,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  assistant  messenger  in 
said  office,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  m  full 
of  allowances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  trans- 
mitting passports  and  sea  letters;  for  expense  of 
translating  foreign  languages,  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasurer ;  for  stationery,  fuel, 
printing,  and  all  other  incideatal  and  contingent 
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expenses,  in  the  Treatary  Department,  and  the 
several  officen  therein,  including  the  expenses  of 
stating  and  printing  the  public  accounts,  for  the 
vear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  twenty-six  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  superintendent  and  four 
watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the  State 
and  Treasury  buildings;  for  the  repairs  of  en- 

gines,  hose,  and  buckets,  one  thousand  and  nine 
undred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

•For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  twenty-two  thousand  and 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  messengers  in  said  office, 
one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Paymaster  General,  three  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissary  Qeneral  of  Purchases,  two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenser  in  said  office, 
seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allowances. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Adjutant  General,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  Ordnance 
Office,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Engmeer,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Surgeon  General,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  all 
allowances. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Navy  Board,  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  per  act  of 


the  twentieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  bno- 
dred  and  eighteen,  three  thousand  five  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  three  clerks  and  a  draughts- 
man, as  allowed  by  the  acts  of  appropriation,  since 
the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  nineteen,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allowances. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  ooe 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  superintendent  and  foQr 
watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the  War 
and  Navy  buildings ;  and  for  the  incidental  aod 
contingent  expenses,  including  oil,  fuel,  candles, 
and  laoor,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  two  Assistant  Post- 
masters Greneral,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Genenl 
Post  Office,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of  April,  ooe 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  two  clerks,  as  allowed  per 
act  of  appropriation  of  one  thousand  eight  hoo- 
dred  and  twenty-three,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  office, 
one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 
ances. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  foar 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Surveyor  General,  two  thousand  one  hondrrd 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  south  of  Tcd- 
nessee,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Surveyor,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Illinoii, 
Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  surveyor,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  Alabama, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Surveyor,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dolian. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissiooer  of  tlie 
Public  Buildings  in  Washington  City,  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerk  of 
the  Mint,  nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  persons  employed  in  the  diiiereot  open- 
tions  ot  the  Mint,  nine  thousand  foor  hundred 
dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses,  lod 
repairs,  cost  of  machinery,  and  for  the  allowance 
of  wastage  in  the  gold  and  silver  coinage  of  tbe 
Mi&t,  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy* 
five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Gtovemor,  Judges,  and 
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Secretary,  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  eight  thou- 

saod  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  douars  and 

thirty  cents. 
For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Michigan 

Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
For  coiDpen.<«ation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 

Secretary,  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  six  thou- 

sand  six  hundred  dollars. 
For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Arkansas 

Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 

Secretary,  of  the  Florida  Territory,  seven  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  compensation  to  six  Commissioners,  to  set- 
tle land  cla[ims  in  said  Territory,  twelve  thousand 

dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  As- 
sociate Judges,  and  District  Judges,  of  the  United 

States,  including  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate 
Judges  of  the  District  of  Colombia,  seventy-eight 
thousand  and  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Attorney  Greneral,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Reporter  of  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  sundry  District  Attorneys 
and  Marshals*  as  granted  hy  law,  including  those 
in  the  several  Territories,  ten  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
Circuit,  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
iDclading  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  jurors 
ind  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  from 
Soes,  penalties,  and  forfeitures^  and  for  demying 
the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  ofiences  against 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
prisoners,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 
be  late  and  present  Governments,  two  thousand 
)ne  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of  light- 
touses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  stakeages,  including 
he  purchase  of  oil,  keepers'  salaries,  repairs  and 
mprovements,  and  contingent  expenses,  and  in- 
lading  an  unexpended  balance  or  appropriation 
>Q  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
nd  twenty-four,  of  seventeen  thousand  five  hun- 
red  and  eleven  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents; 
nd,  also,  five  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  the 
urn  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  here- 
)fore  appropriated  for  building  a  lighthouse  near 
'ort  Gratiot,  in  Michigan  Territory,  one  hundred 
nd  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
3ur  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

For  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  Registers 
nd  Receivers  of  the  different  Land  Offices,  thirty- 
ine  thousand  dollars. 

For  surveying  the  public  lands,  seventy-five 
loasand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  work  on  the  centre  building, 
ghty-six  thousand  dollars. 
For  alterations  and  repairs  in  the  room  occu- 


pied by  the  Supreme  Court,  six  hundred  and 
forty  dollars. 

For  improving  the  Capitol  square,  and  painting 
the  railing  round  the  same,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  making  a  footway  in  front  of  the  public 
grounds  and  open  spaces  between  the  Capitol  and 
Navy  Office,  nve  thousand  dollars. 

For  stationery  and  books  for  the  offices  of 
Commissioners  of  Loans,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  rent  and  repairs  of  the  tenement  formerly 
occupied  as  a  temporary  residence  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  dollars,  twenty-four  cents. 

For  registers  for  ships  and  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  lists  of  crews,  four  thousand 
dollars. 

For  sick,  disabled,  and  destitute  seamen,  in 
foreign  coui)  tries,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discliarffe  of  such  miscellaneous  dainis 
against  the  Unitea  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  be  admitted  in  due  course  of  settle- 
ment at  the  Treasury,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States  to  London,  Paris,  St.  Petersburg,  Madrid, 
and  Lisbon,  the  Charg6  des  Affaires  at  Madrid 
from  the  third  of  March  to  the  fourth  of  Novem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-three,  and,  also, 
for  the  Charg6  des  Affaires  at  Stockholm  and  the 
Hague,  fifty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Ministers  or  Charges  des 
Affaires  of  the  United  States  who  have  been,  or 
may  be,  appointed  to  the  governments  on  the 
continent  of  America,  thirty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  outfits  to  the  Ministers  at  Paris  and  Mad- 
rid, eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  salaries  of  the  several  Secretaries  of  Lega- 
tion, eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  those  missions, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Agents  of  Claims  at 
London  and  Paris,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  Commis- 
sioner and  Arbitrator  under  the  first  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  for  one-half  of  the  salary  of 
the  Secretary  and  half  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  commission,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
appropriation  for  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-three,  for  the  same  object. 

For  expenses  of  carrying  into  effect  the  sixth 
and  seventh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in- 
cluding the  compensation  of  the  Commissioners, 
Agents,  and  Surveyors,  and  their  contingent  ex- 
penses, sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbary 
Powers,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse, 
forty  thousand  dollar?. 

For  compensation  for  extra  clerks  employed  in 
the  General  Post  Office  during  the  last  year,  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  twenty-five 
cents. 

For  compensation  of  nine  members  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  at 
two  dollars  each  per  day,  for  sixty  days,  one 
thousand  and  eighty  dollars. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  OF   CONGRESS; 


PASSED  AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OP  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD 
AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  1,  1823. 


Ao  Act  appropriating  a  certain  «am  of  money  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  cfi  Represent 
UUives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Conffress 
utembledy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
etnd  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  pay  to  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  thirtv-five 
thousand  one  hundred  and.  ninety  dollars ;  being 
the  amount  reported  in  favor  of  the  said  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins,  by  the  acounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress, 
m titled  ^*An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Grov- 
irnor  of  the  Srate  of  New  York,"  passed  the 
rwenty-first  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
Ired  twenty-three. 

Approved,  December  22, 1823. 

\n  Act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
famish,  for  the  use  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  an 
abstract  of  the  Military  Bounty  Lands,  lying  with- 
in the  same. 

Be  U  enacted^  f  c.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
he  Secretary  of^the  Treasurv  to  cause  a  complete 
ibstract  to  be  made  out  and  transmitted,  for  the 
ise  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  the  Qovernor 
>f  said  Territory,  of  ail  the  military  bounty  lands, 
vhich  have  been  patented  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
ate  army,  or  to  their  legal  representatives,  lying 
vithin  the  same,  designating  the  tract,  the  name 
)f  the  patentee,  and  the  time  when  issued. 

Approved,  January  1, 1824. 

in  Act  concerning  discriminating  duties  of  Tonnage 

and  Impoet. 

Be  U  enacted,  fCy  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
lay  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
wenty-four.  during  the  continuance  of  this  act, 
md  under  the  limitations  hereinafter  mentioned, 
o  much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 
he  tonnage  of  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  as  imposes  a  discriminating  dutv  between 
breign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  Unitea  States,  is 
lereby  suspended,  so  far  as  respects  vessels  truly 
ind  wholly  belonging  to  subjects  or  citizens  of 
he  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands ;  of  Prussia;  of 
he  Imperial  Hanseatic  Cities  of  Hamburg,  Lu- 
lec,  and  Bremen;  of  the  dukedom  of  Oldenburg; 
)f  the  kingdom  of  Norway,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Sardinia,  and  of  the  £mpire  of  Russia. 


Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imi)orred  into  the  United 
States,  as  imposes  a  discriminating  duty  between 
goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in  foreign 
vessels  and  in  vessels  of  the  United  States,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  suspended,  so  far  as  the  same  re- 
spects the  produce  or  manufactures  of  the  territories 
in  Europe,  of  any  of  theabovementioned  nations,  or 
such  produce  and  manufacture  as  can  only  be,  or 
most  usually  are,  first  shipped  from  a  port  or  place 
in  the  said  territories  in  Europe,  of  either  of  them, 
respectively,  the  same  being  imported  in  vessels 
truly  and  wholhr  belonging  to  the  subjects  or  citi- 
zens of  each  of  the  said  nations,  respectively,  the 
vessels  of  each  nation  importing  its  own  produce 
and  manufactures  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sus- 
pension of  the  discriminating  duties  of  tonnage 
and  impost,  in  the  two  precedmg  sections  of  this 
act  prescribed,  shall  continue,  in  behalf  of  each  of 
the  abovementioned  nations,  on  condition  that, 
and  so  long  as,  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  truly  wholly  belonging  to  the  citizens  thereof, 
and  all  goods  and  merchandise,  of  the  produce 
and  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  laden  there- 
in, and  imported  into  any  of  the  ports  of  the  said 
nations  in  Europe,  respectivelf,  shall  be  exempted 
from  all  and  every  discriminating  duty  of  impost 
or  tonnage,  direct  or  indirect,  whatsoever,  other 
or  higher  than  is  levied  upon  the  vessels  and  mer- 
chandise therein  imported,  belonging  to  the  sub- 
jects or  citizens  of  each  of  the  said  nations,  re- 
spectively. But  if,  in  any  of  the  territories  in  Eu- 
rope, of  either  of  the  said  nations,  any  such 
discriminating  duty  shall,  at  any  time,  be  imjxised 
or  levied  on  vessels  wholly  belonging  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  or  on  the  merchandise  im- 
ported as  aforesaid  in  them,  then,  and  from  that 
time,  the  said  suspension  herein  prescribed  shall 
cease  and  determine,  so  far  as  respiects  the  vessels, 
and  merchandise  imiiorted  into  the  United  States 
in  them,  of  such  nations ;  and  all  the  provisions 
of  the  acts  imposing  discriminating  foreign  ton- 
nage and  impost  duties  in  the  United  States,  shall 
revive  and  be  in  full  force,  with  regard  to  the  said 
nation. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  upon 
satisfactory  evidence  being  given  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  the  Government 
of  any  foreign  nation,  that  no  discriminating  du- 
ties ol  tonnage  or  impost  are  imposed  or  levied 
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within  the  ports  of  the  said  nation,  upon  vessels 
wholly  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
or  upon  merchandise,  the  produce  or  manufac- 
ture thereof,  imported  in  the  same,  the  Presi- 
dent is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  his  proclama- 
tion, declaring  that  the  foreign  discriminating 
duties  of  tonnage  and  impost,  within  the  United 
States,  are,  and  shall  be,  suspended  and  discon- 
tinued, so  far  as  respects  the  vessels  of  the  said 
nation,  and  the  merchandise  of  its  produce  or 
manufacture,  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
the  same ;  the  said  suspension  to  take  effect  from 
the  time  of  such  notincation  being  given  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  continue 
80  long  as  the  reciprocal  exemption  of  vessels,  be- 
longing to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  mer- 
chandise, as  aforesaid,  thereon  laden,  shall  be 
continued  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  January  7, 1824. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  peroas  imprisoned  for  debt" 

Be  it  enacted^  ^.,  That  the  oath  prescribed  by 
the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons 
imprisoned  for  debt,"  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of 
January,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred, may  be,  in  all  cases,  administered  to  the  per- 
son entitled  to  take  the  same,  either  b^  any  jodse 
of  the  Su|»eme  Court,  or  bv  the  district  judge  for 
the  district  within  which  such  person  may  be,  or  by 
any  person  or  persons  commissioned  by  any  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  the  said  district  judge, 
for  that  purpose. 

Approved,  January  7, 1824. 


An  Act  to  aothoriie  the  surY^ing  and  making  a  road 
Irom  a  point  opposite  to  Memphts,  in  the  Stele  of 
TeBDessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  tlie  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas. 

Be  it  enaded,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  And  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
appoint  three  commissioners,  who  shall  explore, 
survey^  and  mark,  in  the  most  eligible  course,  a 
road  from  a  point  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
Mississippi,  opposite  to  the  town  of  Memphis,  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock^  in  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas;  the  said  commissioners 
shall  make  our  accurate  plats  of  such  surveys,  ac- 
companied with  fieid  notes,  and  certify  and  trans- 
mit the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  who,  if  he  approves  of  the  said  surve)r, 
shall  cause  the  plats  thereof  to  be  deposited  m 
the  Office  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  said  road  shall  be  considered  as  established 
and  accepted. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  JMher  enacted,  That  the  said 
road  shall  be  opened  and  made  under  the  direction 
o&the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  is 
hereby  authorized  to  employ  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  in  the  completion,  or  assisting  in 
the  completion,  of  said  road. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  U  farther  enacted,  That  the  said 
commissioners  shall,  each,  be  entitled  to  receive 
three  dollars,  and  their  assistants  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents,  for  each  and  every  day  which  they 


shall  be  necessarily  employ^ed,  in  the  exploring, 
surveying,  and  marking,  said  road :  And,  for  the 
purpose  of  compensating  the  aforesaid  commis- 
sioners and  their  assistants,  and  for  opeDin^  ud 
making  said  road,  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  ik 
appropriated,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dolian| 
to  oe  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  do: 
otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved.  January  31, 1824. 


An  Aet  authorizing  the  Commissionen  of  tbeSiokai 
Fund  to  purchase  the  seven  per  cent  stock  of  (he 
United  States,  in  the  year  1884. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  CommisstoQers  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  aothor* 
ized  to  purchase,  during  the  year  one  Uioasafid 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  any  stock  of  the 
United  States,  bearing  an  interest  of  sern  per 
centum  per  annum,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  eigiit 
millions  six  hundred  and  ten  thoosand  dolian, 
upon  such  terms  as  they  may  think  proper,  sot 
exceeding  the  following  rates  above  the  prificifal 
sum  purchased,  that  is  to  say : 

For  all  such  stock  as  they  may  purchase  befare 
the  first  day  of  April  next,  at  a  rate  not  eiceedi^ 
two  dollars  for  every  sum  of  one  hundred  doliirsi 
in  addition  to  the  interest  which  would  har«  k- 
crued  on  that  day  upon  the  said  stock ; 

For  all  such  stock  which  they  may  parckase 
between  the  first  day  of  April  and  the  first  diy 
of  July  next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  seventy-fin 
cents  on  every  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  interest  which  would  have  accroed 
on  the  day  last  mentioned ; 

For  all  such  stock  which  they  may  porchase 
between  the  first  day  of  July  and  the  first  daf  of 
October  next,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding,  on  ererj 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  the  amount  of  inta* 
est  which  would  have  accrued  on  the  day  hst 
mentioned;  and 

For  all  stich  stock  which  they  may  poreJuse 
between  the  first  day  of  Octobn  next  ud  the 
first-day  of  January,  one  thoosand  eight  haoM 
and  twenty-five,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the  pris- 
cipal  and  the  interest  which  shall  have  aecrae^ 
at  the  day  of  purchase. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  frnthet  enacted,  That  the  aid 
Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  make 
such  purchases,  under  the  foregoing  restrietioK 
at  such  times  and  places  as  they  may  deem  do< 
expedient,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
heretofore  appropriated  for  the  redemption  of  the 
public  debt,  or  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasor 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  22, 1824. 

An  Aet  making  appropriation  for  the  yetrooedtn' 

sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-imr. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  sum  of  two  hanird 

and  sixty>five  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  <^^'' 

I  lars,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriatol,  i*^ 

the  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  ihe  oBcff^- 

clerks,  and  servants,  of  both  Houses  of  Coogr^ 

and  for  defraying  the  contingent  expenses  therew; 
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and  that  the  same  be  paid  oat  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approred,  January  19, 1824. 


An  Act  farther  extending  the  term  of  half  pay  pen- 
sions to  the  widows  and  children  of  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  who  died  in  the  public  service. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That,  in  all  cases  where  pro- 
TJsion  has  been  made  by  law  for  fiye  years'  half 
pay  to  the  widows  and  children  of  omcers,  sea- 
men, and  marines,  who  were  killed  in  battle,  or 
who  died  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  late  war;  and.  also,  in  all 
cases  where  provision  has  been  made  for  extend- 
ing the  term  for  five  years,  in  addition  to  the  first 
term  of  five  years,  the  said  provision  shall  be 
further  extended  for  an  additional  term  of  five 
years,  to  commence  at  the  end  of  the  second  term 
of  five  years,  in  each  case,  respectively,  making 
the  provision  equal  to  fifteen  years'  half  pay; 
which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  heretofore 
provided  by  law:  and  the  said  pensions  shall 
cease,  from  the  causes  mentioned  in  the  laws  pro- 
viding the  same,  respectively. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  passinff  of  this  act,  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  aolendand  explain  an  act  giving 
pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  persons 
slain  in  the  public  or  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,"  passed  March  the  third,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed :  Provided,  however,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  prevent  the  payment  of  any^  pension  already 
^nted,  until  the  full  expiration  of  the  period 
thereof;  nor  to  afiect  or  impair  the  rights  of  any 
person  or  i>ersons  which  may  have  accrued  dur- 
ing the  existence  of  the  act  hereby  repealed  as 
iforesaid. 
Approved,  January  22, 1824. 

In  Act  to  revive  and  oonttnue  in  force  an  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  fixing  the  compensations  of  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
reseotatiTes,  of  the  Clerks  employed  in  their  offices, 
and  of  the  Librarian." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  an  act,  passed  the  eigh- 
eenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
igfateen,  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  compensa- 
ions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of 
he  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  Clerks  em- 
ployed in  their  offices,  and  of  the  Librarian,"  be, 
nd  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  revived 
nd  continued  in  force,  until  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
ary,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six. 

Approred,  February  20, 1824. 

in  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  Michael,  deceased. 

Be  it  emaded.  ^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  Sute 
e,  and  he  is  nereby,  authorized  and  required  to 
eliver  to  Jesse  Mercer,  administrator  de  bonis  non, 
'ith  the  will  annexed,  upon  the  estate  of  John 
[ichael,  late  of  Hancock  county,  in  the  State 
*  Georgia,  deceased,  or  to  the  legally  constituted 


attorney  in  fact  of  the  said  Jesse  Mercer,  admin- 
istrator as  aforesaid,  a  certificate,  numbered  one 
thousand  and  ninety-five,  issued  by  the  New  Eng- 
land Mississippi  Land  Company,  in  the  name  of 
Robert  Williams,  jr.,  for  twenty  thousand  acres  of 
land,  which  said  certificate  is  annexed  to  a  relin- 
quishment executed  by  the  said  John  Michael,  by 
his  attorney  in  fact.  Bowling  Hall,  bearing  date 
on  the  twenty -fifth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  and  is  now  qu  file  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Secretary  of  State :  Provided,  That  be- 
fore delivering  said  certificate,  the  said  Secretary 
of  State  shall  make  and  retain  a  copy  of  said  cer- 
tificate in  his  office,  and  shall  also  take  the  re*" 
ceipts  of  said  Jesse  Mercer,  or  his  attorney  in  fact, 
for  the  same. 
Approved,  February  20, 1824. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  time  limited  for  the  settlement  of 
private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted,  fe.,  That  the  time  limited  for  the 
settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  the  Territory 
of  Florida,  by  an  act  of  the  seventeenth  Congress, 
entitled  ^*An  act  amending,  and  supplementary  to, 
the  act  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land 
in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  to  provide  for  the 
survey  and  disposal  of  the  public  lands  in  Florida," 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  extended  and  enlarged, 
until  the  first  day  of  January  next,  when  the  com* 
missioners  for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to 
the  lands  aforesaid,  shall  make  a  return  of  their 
proceedings  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
be  laid  before  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  claim- 
ant or  claimants  shall  not  be  required  to  produce, 
in  evidence,  a  deraignment  of  title  from  the  original 
grantee  or  patentee,  but  the  exhibition  of  the  ori- 
ginal tide  papers,  agreeably  to  the  fourth  section 
of  an  act,  passed  theeiglvth  of  May,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascer- 
taining claims  and  titles  to  lands  within  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Florida,"  with  the  deed  or  devise,  to  the 
claimant,  and  the  office  abstract  or  abstracts  of 
the  intermediate  conveyances  for  the  last  ten 
years  preceding  the  surrender  of  Florida  to  the 
United  States,  and,  where  they  cannot  be  pro- 
duced, their  absence  being  satisfactorily  accounted 
for,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of  the  right  of 
the  claimant  or  claimants  to  the  land  so  claimed 
as  against  the  United  States :  Provided,  That  the 
claim  be  defined  in  quantity,  and  the  amount  doea 
not  exceed  the  quantity  limited  in  the  second  sec* 
tion  of  the  act  which  this  is  intended  to  extend : 
And,  provided,  The  conditions  required  by  the  laws 
and  ordinances  of  the  Spanish  (Government,  and 
the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United  States, 
shall  have  been  complied  with. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  per- 
son shall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  an  actual 
settler,  within  the  provisions  of  the  "Act  amend- 
ing, and  supplementary  to,  an  act  for  ascertain- 
ing claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the  Territory  of 
Florida;"  passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  unless 
such  person,  or  those  under  whom  he  claims  title, 
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shall  have  been  in  the  coltivation,  or  occupation, 
of  the  land,  at  and  before  the  period  of  the  cession. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  so  much 
of  the  act  of  which  this  is  an  amendment,  as  au- 
thorizes the  Secretary  of  the  said  Commissioners 
to  demand  and  receive  from  the  claimants  ten 
cent9  per  hundred  words  for  recording  titles  to 
land,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  U  farUur  enacted,  That  the  for- 
mer Secretaries,  or  those  who  may  now  be  Sec- 
retaries, to  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners,  who 
shall  have  received  their  salarv  of  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  from  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  which  is,  bv  law,  declared 
to  be  their  full  compensation,  shall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  required  to  pay  over,  respectively,  to 
the  Commissioners,  conformable  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  original  law,  all  such  fees  as  have 
been  demanded  and  received  by  them,  which  shall 
be  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
commission. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  so  much 
of  the  acts  of  which  this  is  amendatory,  as  makes 
void  all  claims  not  filed  before  the  first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-three, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed ; 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  claims  to  be  filed  any 
time  previous  to  the  first  day  of  September  next ; 
but  all  and  every  claim  not  filed  by  that  time, 
shall  be  held  and  deemed  void  and  of  none  effect. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  encuUd,  That  each  of 
the  Commissioners  heretofore  appointed,  or  who 
may  hereafter  be  appointed,  who  has  performed, 
and  shall  hereafter  perform,  the  duties  assigned 
him,  shall  receive,  from  the  first  Monday  in  Feb- 
ruary, until  the  first  day  in  January  next,  at  the 
rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  in  full 
compensation  for  his  services. 

Approved,  February  28,  1824. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  opening  cer- 
tain public  roads  in  (he  Territory  of  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  opened,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  a 
public  road  from  Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine, 
commencing  at  Deer  Point,  on  the  Bay  of  Pensa- 
cola, and  pursuing  the  Old  Indian  Trail  to  the 
Cow  Ford,  on  the  Choctawhatchy  river ;  thence, 
to  the  Ochesee  Bluffy  on  the  Appalachicola  river; 
thence,  in  the  most  direct  practicable  route,  to  the 
site  of  Fort  St.  Louis ;  thence,  as  nearly  as  prac- 
ticable, on  the  old  Spanish  road  to  St.  Augustine, 
crossing  the  St.  John's  river  at  Picolata  ;  which 
road  shall  be  plainly  and  distinctly  marked,  and 
shall  be  of  the  width  of  twenty-five  feet. 

Sec  2.  And  he  it  further  enacUd,  That  the  Pre- 
sident be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  stationed  in  Flor- 
ida, in  such  manner  as  he  may  think  proper,  in 
the  completion,  or  assisting  in  the  completion,  of 
said  road.  . 

Sec  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  opening  the  said  road,  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  be^  and  the  sam  e 


is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  ict 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise appropmtei 

Sec  4.  And  he  ilfiitther  enacted,  That  the  P^^ 
sident  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  caose  to 
be  surveyed  and  marked  out,  the  most  direct  lad 
practicable  route  for  a  public  road  from  Cape 
Sable,  passing  by  Charlotte  Harbor  aod  Bay  of 
Tampa,  to  the  point  where  the  Suwaney  r.fer 
will  be  intersected  by  the  road  to  be  opened  from 
Pensacola  to  St.  Augustine,  and  to  caasc  lo  be 
surveyed  and  marked  out,  the  ronte  for  a  pcbk 
road  from  Cape  Florida  to  St.  Augustiae. 

Sec  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  a^ 
fraying  the  expenses  of  the  surveys  aforesaid,  i^ 
sum  01  three  thousand  dollars  be,  and  ihesatneb 
hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  aajmocer 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  28, 1824. 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  sanreying  of  the  poblie  tsc 
private  lands  in  the  soathera  part  of  Ahbama. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  all  the  lands  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  shall  be  attached  to  the  district  cftk 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Lands  in  the  State  of  Al- 
abama^ and  the  surveying  of  all  public  and  pnnfe 
lands  m  the  said  State  shall  hereafter  be  mit 
under  his  direction  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  dotrct 
the  principal  Deputy  Surveyor  of  the  district  ei^ 
of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  and  east  of  F<vi 
river^  to  return  the  plats  of  all  private  cliiK 
withm  the  State  of  Alabama  to  the  office  of  tbs 
said  Surveyor. 

Approved,  February  28, 1824. 


An  Act  making  approptiatioas  for  the  Militiry  Senis 

of  the  United  Sutes,  for  the  year  one  thfiwa 

eight  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Be  U  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  following  saos  lit 
and  the  same  arc  hereby,  respectively, appropniisi 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  Sttles,for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tweoty 
four,  to  wit : 

For  pay  of  the  Army,  and  subsistence  of  officer. 

nine  hundred  and  ninety-four  thousand  foor  hos- 
dred  and  seven  dollars  and  five  cents,  iDclo<ia| 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  Aoosim 
one  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars,  for  the  paf  aM 
subsistence  of  the  officers  and  cadets  belongiogt^ 
the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point; 

For  subsistence,  in  addition  to  an  unapefi^^ 
balance  of  twenty-one  thousand  six  hundred  dol- 
lars, two  hundred  and  sixtv-nine  thousand  wk 
hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars ; 

For  forage  for  officers,  thirlv-six  thousand  oae 
hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars ; 

For  the  recruiting  service,  in  addition  ^o  woa* 
expended  balance  of  sixteen  thousand  doiitA 
thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  dollars ; 

For  contingent  expenses  for  the  recruiiiog  ser 
vice,  sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  Purchasing  Department,  in  ^^^^^^ 
the  amount  of  clothing  on  hand, one  buadreQi<>^ 
furty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenir-se'f 
dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents; 
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For  the  parchase  of  woollens,  daring  the  year 
ooe  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  in 
advance  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
aod  twenty-five,  twenty  thousand  dollars  ; 

For  the  Medical  ana  Hospital  Department,  in 
addition  to  supplies  on  hand,  and  an  unexpended 
balance,  both  amounting  to  twenty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollars,  ten  thousand  dollars ; 

For  the  duartermasier  GreneraPs  Department, 
in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  two  hundred  and  forty-nine 
thousand  dollars; 

For  the  purchaseofGridley's  farm,  ten  thousand 
dollars:  Provided,  said  farm  shall  not  be  purchased 
unless  the  said  farm  shall  be  procured  for  said  ten 
thou^aDd  dollars; 

For  the  contingencies  of  the  Army,  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars ; 

For  the  National  Armories,  three  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars ; 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  Ordnance  ser- 
vice, forty-two  thousand  dollars ; 

For  pensions  to  the  Revolutionary  pensioners  of 
(be  United  States,  one  million  two  hundred  and 
Qinety-ooe  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixteen 
dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents ; 

For  the  pensions  to  the  invalids,  to  the  commu- 
tation pensioners,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans, 
three  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred 
ind  seventy-four  dollars  and  forty-two  cents ; 

For  arrearages  in  the  War  Department,  prior 
0  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
ind  fifteen,  twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sev- 

rai  sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out 

f  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 

ropriated:  Fromded,  However,  That  no  money  ap 

ropriated  by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  to  any  person, 

>r  his  compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the 

^oited  States,  until  such  person  shall  have  ac- 

lunted  for.  and  paid  into  Ine  Treasury,  all  sum$ 

•r  which  he  may  be  liable:  Provided,  further, 

hat  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  ex- 

nd  to  balances  arising  solely  from  the  deprecia- 

>n  of  Treasury  notes,  received  by  such  person, 

be  expended  in  the  public  service ;  but,  in  all 

ses  where  the  pay  or  salary  of  any  person  is 

ithheld,  io  pursuance  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the 

ty  of  the  accounting  officer,  if  demanded  by  the 

rty,  his  agent,  or  attorney,  to  report  forthwith 

the  Agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  thebal- 

ce  due;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 

^ent,  within  sixty  days  thereaAer,  to  order  suit 

be  commenced  against  such  delinquent,  and  his 

:uritie8. 

Approved,  March  10, 1824. 


Act  to  repeal,  in  part,  an  act,  entitled  *'An  act  to 
•seen  the  compeosation  for  Manhals,  Clerks,  and 
ittorneys,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned." 

9€  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  so  much  of  the  act) 
ised  OD  the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  Anno  Dom- 
oae  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  fourteen,  en- 
ed  "An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  for 
rahais,clerk8,  and  attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein 
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mentioned,^'  as  prohibits  the  allowance  of  daily 
compensation  to  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys, 
in  the  districts  in  said  act  mentioned,  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  repealed  ;  and  that  there  hereafter 
be  allowed  to  the  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys, 
for  said  districts,  the  same  daily  conlpensation  as 
is  allowed  to  the  same  officers  in  other  districts. 
Approved,  March '8, 1824. 


An  Act  for  the  better  orgsnization  of  the  District 
Courto  of  the  United  States  within  the  8ute  of 
Atabsma. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  State  of  Alabama 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  divided  into  two 
districts,  io  manner  following,  to  wit :  That  part 
thereof  composing  the  counties  of  Jackson,  Deca- 
tur, Madison,  Limestone,  Lauderdale,  Franklin, 
Lawrence,  Morgan,  Blount,  St.  Clair,  Jefferson, 
Walker,  and  Marion,  shall  compose  one  district, 
to  be  called  the  Northern  District  of  Alabama ; 
and  the  residue  thereof  shall  compose  another  dis- 
trict, to  be  called  the  Southern  District  of  Ala* 
bama. 

Sec.  2.  Andhe  it f^irther  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  two  terms  of  the  District  Court  for  the  South- 
ern District,  held  at  Mobile,  in  each  year,  to  begin 
on  the  third  Monday  after  the  fourth  Monday  in 
March,  and  the  fourth  Monday  af^er  the  fourth 
Monday  in  October;  and  one  term  at  Cahawba, 
in  each  year,  to  begin  on  the  third  Monday  in 
June;  and  one  term  of  the  District  Court,  for  the 
Northern  District,  shall  be  held  in  Hunttiville,  in 
each  year,  to  begin  on  the  second  Monday  in  Julv; 
and  the  District  Judge  of  the  United  States  for 
the  State  of  Alabama  is  hereby  required  to  hold 
the  courts  aforesaid,  and  furthermore,  to  hold  one 
or  more  special  terms,  at  Cahawba,  and  at  Hunts- 
ville,  in  each  year,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  business 
of  the  court  shall  require  it  to  be  done. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  third 
Monday  in  Decern  wr,  in  each  year,  shall  be  a  re- 
turn day  for  writs  and  executions,  returnable  to 
the  said  District  Court  at  Cahawba ;  and  the  sec- 
ond Monday  in  January,  in  each  year,  shall  be  a 
return  day  for  writs  and  executions  returnable  to 
the  said  District  Court  at  Huntsville;  and  the 
parties  to  such  suits  as  shall  be  so  returned,  shall 
make  up  their  pleadings  under  such  rules  as  the 
court  shall  prescribe,  in  order  to  have  the  causes 
so  returned  in  a  state  for  trial  at  the  next  regular 
term. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  Upirtiyer enacted^  That  all  causes 
pending  in  the  said  District  Courts  at  Mobile  and 
Cahawba,  shall  be  adjourned  and  continued  from 
the  times  heretofore  prescribed  by  law  for  holding 
.said  courts  respectively,  to  the  times  appointed  by 
this  act ;  and  all  recognizances  and  process  of 
every  description,  made  returnable  to  the  former 
terms  of  holding  said  courts,  shall  be  returned  to 
the  terms  herein  established,  and  be  as  valid  as  if  • 
thetimeof  holding  the  same  nad  not  been  changed. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enoided,  That  all  causes 
at  law,  or  in  chancery,  pending  in  the  said  District 
Courts  at  Mobile  and  Cahawba,  in  which  the  de- 
fendant or  defendants  resided,  in  the  Northern  Dis- 
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trict,at  the  time  of  serving  the  process,  shall  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  District  Court  for  the  siaid  Northern 
District,  established  by  this  act,  and  be  proceeded  in, 
adjudged,  and  determined,  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  originally  commenced  in  said  court ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  said  District  Courts 
at  Mobile  and  Cahawba,  to  transmit,  by  some  safe 
conveyance,  to  the  clerk  of  rhe  District  Court  for 
the  Northern  District,  the  original  papers  in  all 
such  causes,  together  with  a  transcript  of  all  pro- 
ceedings had  therein. 

Sbc.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  suits 
hereafter  to  be  brought,  in  either  of  the  courts 
aforesaid,  not  of  a  local  nature,  shall  be  brought 
only  in  the  district  where  the  defendant  shall  re- 
aide  ;  but  if  there  be  more  than  one  defendant,  and 
some  of  them  reside  in  the  Northern  and  some  in 
the  Southern  District,  the  plaintiff  may  sue  in 
either,  and  send  a  duplicate  writ  to  the  other,  on 
which  be  shall  endorse  that  it  is  part  of  a  suit 
brought  in  the  district  from  which  it  is  sent ;  and 
the  said  writs,  when  executed  and  returned,  shall 
constitute  one  suit,  and  be  proceeded  in  accord-, 
ingly. 

Sec.  7.  Andhe  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  Judge 
of  said  courts  shall  appoint  a  clerk  of  the  District 
Court  of  the  Northern  District,  who  shall  reside, 
and  keep  his  office,  and  the  records  and  documents 
appertaining  thereto,  at  the  place  of  holding  said 
court:  be  entitled  to  the  same  fees  allowed  by  law 
to  the  clerks  of  the  Southern  District,  and  be  sul^ 
ject  to  the  same  liabilities  and  penalties. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney  heretofore  appointed  for  the  District 
of  Alabama  shall  be  the  District  Attorney  for  the 
•Southern  District  of  Alabama ;  and  there  shall 
be  a  District  Attorney  appointed  for  the  Northern 
District  of  Alabama,  who  shall  hold  his  appoint- 
ment for  the  same  term,  be  subject  to  the  same 
duties,  and  receive  the  same  salary,  fees,  and  emol- 
uments, allowed  to  the  District  Attorney  for  the 
Southern  District  of  Alabama. 

Sbc.  9.  Andhe  it  further  enacted,  That  should  the 
Judge  fail  to  attend  at  the  time  and  place  of  hold- 
ing any  of  the  courts  herein  mentioned,  before  the 
dose  of  the  third  day  of  the  term,  the  business 
thereof  shall  stand  adjourned  to  the  nest  term. 

Approved,  March  10,  1824. 


An  Act  to  change  the  terms  of  the  Bistriet  Ceort 
of  the  United  States  for  the  Keatacky  district 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  the  {as- 
sage  of  this  act,  the  sessions  of  the  District  Coon 
of  the  United  States,  in  and  for  the  KentQckj 
District,  shall  commence  and  be  holdenoa  the  fim 
Monday  of  May  and  November,  in  each  year,  ia- 
stead  of  the  terms  now  appointed  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  /further  enacted,  That  til  mo- 
tions, process,  pleas,  and  soits,  retoraable  to  the 
term  of  said  court  heretofore  appointed  to  be 
holden  in  April  next,  shall  stand  adjooroed  ni 
continued  over  to  the  May  term  neit  appointed  bf 
this  act,  and  shall  be  as  effectual  in  law  as  if  the 
said  April  term  had  not  been  abolished. 

Approved,  March  24, 1824. 


An  Act  to  define  the  boundary  line  between  the  Ed- 
wardsville  and  Springfield  Land  Districts,  in  the 
State  of  Illioois. 

Be  it  ef^acted,  ^c,  That  all  that  tract  of  country 
lying  between  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
and  south  of  the  base  line  of  the  military  surveys, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  attached  to,  and  made 
a  part  of,  the  land  district,  the  office  of  which  is 
located  at  Edwardsville;  and  all  the  tract  of  coun- 
tryr  Iviog  between  the  said  rivers,  and  north  of  the 
said  baseline  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  attached  to, 
and  made  a  part  of,  the  land  district,  the  office  of 
which  is  established  at  Springfield,  in  the  county 
of  Sangamo. 

Approved,  March  16, 1824. 


An  Act  to  aothorize  the  employing  of  eeitun  Ai- 
aistants  in  the  General  Land  Office. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  effi- 
ploy  in  the  General  Land  Office,  for  a  term  &o! 
exceeding  twelve  months,  one  assistant  draughts- 
man and  two  colorers,  for  the  purpose  of  complet- 
ing the  maps  directed  to  be  made  by  a  resolatioe 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  !k 
twenty-eighth  day  of  February,  one  thoosasd 
eight  hundred  ana  twenty-three. 

Approved,  March  24, 1824* 

An  Act  making  appropdatioae  for  the  sopiWt  ^ 
Government  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  has- 
died  and  twenty-four. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  following  stuns  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropria- 
ted for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  d^t 
hundred  and  twenty-four ;  that  is  to  say: 

For  compensation  to  Senators  and  members  tf 
the  House  of  Representatives,  their  oflken  m 
attendants,  including  the  sum  of  two  IiqimIr^ 
'and  sixty-five  thousand  one  hundred  aod  forty 
dollars,  appropriated  by  an  act  making  a  ptrtiti 
appropriation  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  faoB- 
dred  and  twenty-four,  passed  the  nineteeoth  diT 
of  January  last^  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  tboi- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two  doUars. 

For  expenses  of  fuel,  stationery,  printiDj;,  toi 
all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two  fioo« 
of  Congress,  sixty  thousand  seven  hundred  doU^r^ 

For  expenses  of  the  library  of  Congress,  ie- 
cluding  the  salary  of  the  librarian,  one  thot^ 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  of  the  Usi- 
ted  States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Vice  President  of  ^ 
United  States,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
SIX  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Deptrt- 
ment  of  State,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of  Apnl 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteeo,  fifu^ 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  is  ^ 
Department,  including  the  messenger  in  then- 
tent  Office,  one  thousand  ibor  hnadred  dolls» 
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For  the  ineidental  and  contiogeat  expenses  of 
:he  Department  of  State,  iacluding  the  expenses 
)fpriDtiDg  the  laws,  and  for  extra  copying  of  par 
)ers,  tweaty<«evea  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
iury,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per  act  of  the 
wentteth  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
!igliteen,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  an  additional  clerk,  as 
dlowed  per  act  of  appropriation  of  one  thousand 
jgbt  hundred  and  twenty-three,  one  thousand 
)De  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  messengers  in  said  office, 
me  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptroller  of 
he  Treasury,  three  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  eompeosation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
be  First  Comptroller,  per  act  of  twentieth  of 
Ipril,  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  eighteen, 
erenteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 


ars. 


For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  of- 
tee,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Comptroller  of 
he  Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
be  Second  Comptroller,  per  act  of  twentieth  of 
Iprii,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
line  thousand  seren  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
ice,  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the 
Preasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
be  First  Auditor,  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred 
oUars. 

For  compensatioa  to  the  laeaseDger  in  said  of- 
Cf,  seren  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
be  Second  Auditor,  fourteen  thousand  four  hun- 
red  dollars* 

For  compensation  to  the  menenger  in  said  of- 
ce,  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
be  Third  Auditor,  twenty-three  thousand  three 
ODdred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compeasatien  to  the  messengers  in  said 
ffice,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of 
Ilowances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
be  Fourth  Auditor,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  April, 
ne  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen 
boQsand  and  fiuy  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
ffiee,  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  allow- 
Qces. 

For  an  additicmal  clerk  in  said  office^  for  the 


year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four, 
one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Fifth  Auditor,  per  act  of  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  ten 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  two  clerks,  to  complete  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  RcTenue,  transferred  to  the 
office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  one  clerk,  on  the  business  of  the  agent  of 
the  Treasury,  transferred  to  the  ofi&ce  of  the  Fifth 
Auditory  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dolr 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office^  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensatioa  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  three  thousand  dollars^ 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Treasurer,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  five 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  an  additional  clerk,  and 
also  for  an  assistant  to  the  chief  clerk,  as  allowed 
since  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nineteen,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  said  Commissioner,  per  act  of  the  twentieth 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigb* 
teen,  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  such  persons  as  may  be 
employed  to  brinff  up  the  business  in  said  office, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  of- 
fice, one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  all 
allowances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Register,  per  act  of  twentieth  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  finy  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger,  including 
the  allowance  for  stamping  ships'  registers,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  assistant  messenger  in 
said  office,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full 
of  allowances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  trans- 
mitting passports  and  sea  letters ;  for  expense  of 
translating  foreign  languages,  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasur)r ;  for  stationery,  fuel, 
printing,  and  all  other  incidental  and  contingent 
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expenses,  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the 
several  offices  therein,  including  the  expenses  of 
stating  and  printing  the  public  accounts,  for  the 
vear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  twenty-six  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  superintendent  and  four 
watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the  State 
and  Treasury  buildings ;  for  the  repairs  of  en- 

Sine5,  hose,  and  buckets,  one  thousand  and  nine 
undred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

■For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  twenty-two  thousand  and 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  messengers  in  said  office, 
one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Paymaster  General,  three  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenser  in  said 
office,  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  fiill  of  allow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissary  Qeneral  of  Purchases,  two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  office, 
seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allowances. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Adjutant  Qeneral,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  Ordnance 
Office,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Engineer,  two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Surgeon  General,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said 
office,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  of  all 
allowances. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Navy  Board,  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  per  act  of 


the  twentieth  of  April,  one  thoosuid  eight  haih 
dred  and  eighteen,  three  thbosaod  Ire  hondred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  three  clerb  and  a  draoghts- 
man.as  allowed  by  the  acts  of  appropriatioo.  since 
the  nrst  of  January,  one  tbousaod  eight  hiudrEd 
and  nineteen,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messeoeer  in  said  office, 
seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  aU  allowioces. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  oae 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

F*or  allowance  to  the  superinteadent  and  fcvt 
watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the  Wii 
and  Navy  buildings ;  and  for  the  ioeideoul  u^ 
contingent  expenses,  including  oil,  fuel,  caodki 
and  lahor,  two  thousand  one  hundred  aod  fifty 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  Gaenl 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  two  Assistant  Post- 
masters General,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Gencnl 
Post  Office,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of  April,  m 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty-tvo 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  two  clerks,  as  allowed  ps 
act  of  appropriation  of  one  thousand  eight  bcs- 
dred  and  twenty-three,  one  thousand  six  hooM 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  offiet 
one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  ofallallo*' 
ances. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  four 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General,  t^ 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Surveyor  Qeneral,  two  thousand  one  h!Q.M 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  soatb  of  Ten- 
nessee, two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  ^ 
said  Surveyor,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  lUiDWi 
Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  two  thousand  doUin^ 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  oT 
said  surveyor,  two  thousand  doUart. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  in  AUbami, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  tf 
said  Surveyor,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dolitD* 

For  compensation  to  the  CommissioDer  of  tk 
Public  Buildings  in  Washington  City,  one  tins' 
sand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  elerkef 
the  Mint,  nine  thouKand  six  hundred  dolltn 

For  persons  emploj'ed  in  the  different  opfli- 
ttons  or  the  Mint,  nine  thousand  fonr  hundred 
dollars. 

For  incidental  aod  contingent  expenses,  t^ 
repairs,  cost  of  machinery,  and  for  the  allovtv' 
of  wastage  in  the  gold  and  silver  coinage  of  (^ 
Mittt,  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  serca?* 
five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Jodg^utd 
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Secretary,  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  eisht  thoa- 
»od  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  doDars  and 
tbiny  cents. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Michigan 
Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Arkansas  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Arkansas 
Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Qovernor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Florida  Territory,  seven  thou- 
saod  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  six  Commissioners,  to  set- 
tle laod  claims  in  said  Territory,  twelve  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  As- 
sociate Judges,  and  District  Judges,  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate 
Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  seventy-eight 
thousand  and  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Attorney  Greneral,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Reporter  of  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  sundry  District  Attorneys 
and  Marshals,  as  granted  by  law,  including  those 
in  the  several  Territories,  ten  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
Circuit,  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  jurors 
and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arisine  from 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures^  and  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  ofiences  against 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
prisoners,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 
!he  late  and  present  Governments,  two  thousand 
}De  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of  light- 
louses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  stakeages,  including 
he  purchase  of  oil,  keepers'  salaries,  repairs  and 
mprovements,  and  contingent  expenses,  and  in- 
;luding  an  unexpended  balance  or  appropriation 
>D  the  first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
ind  Iwenty-four,  of  seventeen  thousand  five  hun- 
Ired  and  eleven  dollars  and  seventy- three  cents; 
ind,  also,  five  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  the 
um  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  here- 
9fore  appropriated  for  building  a  lighthouse  near 
•"ort  Gratiot,  in  Michigan  Territory,  one  hundred 
nd  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
our  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 
For  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  Registers 
nd  Receivers  of  the  difierent  Land  Offices,  thirty- 
ine  thousand  dollars. 

For  surveying  the  public  lands,  seventy-five 
loasand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  work  on  the  centre  building, 
ghty-six  thousand  dollars. 
For  alterations  and  repairs  in  the  room  occu- 


pied by  the  Supreme  Court,  six  hundred  and 
forty  dollars. 

For  improving  the  Capitol  square,  and  painting 
the  railing  round  the  same,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  making  a  footway  in  front  of  the  public 
grounds  and  open  spaces  between  the  Capitol  and 
Navy  Office,  nve  thousand  dollars. 

For  stationery  and  books  for  the  offices  of 
Commissioners  of  Loans,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  rent  and  repairs  of  the  tenement  formerly 
occupied  as  a  temporary  residence  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  dollars,  twenty-four  cents. 

For  registers  for  ships  and  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  lists  of  crews,  four  thousand 
dollars. 

For  sick,  disabled,  and  destitute  seamen,  in 
foreign  countries,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  be  admitted  in  due  course  of  settle- 
ment at  the  Treasury,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  oi  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States  to  London,  Paris,  St.  Petersburg,  Madrid, 
and  Lisbon,  the  Charge  des  Afiaires  at  Madrid 
from  the  third  of  March  to  the  fourth  of  Novem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-three,  and,  also, 
for  the  Charg6  des  Afiaires  at  Stockholm  and  the 
Hague,  fifty-seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Ministers  or  Charges  des 
Afiaires  of  the  United  States  who  have  been,  or 
may  be,  appointed  to  the  governments  on  the 
continent  of  America,  thirty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  outfits  to  the  Ministers  at  Paris  and  Mad- 
rid, eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  salaries  of  the  several  Secretaries  of  Lega- 
tion, eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  those  missions, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Agents  of  Claims  at 
London  and  Paris,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  Commis- 
sioner and  Arbitrator  under  the  first  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  for  one-half  of  the  salary  of 
the  Secretary  and  half  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  commission,  two  thousand  &ye  hundred  dol- 
lars, in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
appropriation  for  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-three,  for  the  same  object. 

For  expenses  of  carrying  into  efiect  the  sixth 
and  seventh  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in- 
cluding the  compensation  of  the  Commissioners, 
Agents,  and  Surveyors,  and  their  contingent  ex- 
penses, sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbary 
Powers,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse, 
forty  thousand  dollar?. 

For  compensation  for  extra  clerks  employed  in 
the  General  Post  Office  during  the  last  year,  nine 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  twenty-five 
cents. 

For  compensation  of  nine  members  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  at 
two  dollars  each  per  day,  for  sixty  days,  one 
thousand  and  eighty  dollars. 
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For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Legislatiire 
Council,  inclading  the  printing  of  the  laws  of  said 
Territoryr,  one  thoasand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Land 
Commissioners  of  East  and  West  Florida,  two 
thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  and  trarelling  expenses  of 
the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Florida 
Territory,  and  for  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Territory,  including  arrearages  for  the  years  one 
thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  twenty-two  and  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  six 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  and 
sixtF-four  cents,  being  the  unexpended  balance  of 
the  last  year. 

For  the  completion  of  the  medals  voted  by 
Congress  to  certain  general  officers ;  to  purchase 
eold  for  the  medals,  and  to  replace  General  Mc- 
Oomb's  medal,  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  a  draughtsman  and  two  colorers  for  the 
General  Land  Ofilce,  authorized  by  law,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  itfwiher  enacted,  That  the  seve^ 
ral  sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated: Provided,  however,  That  no  money,  ap* 
propriated  by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  to  any  pierson, 
for  his  compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the 
United  States,  until  such  person  shall  hare  ac- 
counted for,  and  paid  Into,  the  Treasury,  all  sums 
for  which  he  may  be  liable :  Provided,  alto,  That 
nothing  in  this  section  contained,  shall  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  balances  arising  solely  from 
the  depreciation  of  Treasury  notes,  received  by 
such  person,  to  be  expended  in  the  public  service ; 
but  in  all  cases,  where  the  pay  or  salary  of  any 
person  is  withheld,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officer,  if  de- 
manded by  the  party,  his  agent,  or  attorney,  to  re- 
port forthwith,  to  the  Affent  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, the  balance  due ;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  Agent,  within  sixty  days  there- 
after, to  order  suit  to  be  commenced,  against  such 
delinquent  and  his  sureties. 

Approved,  April  2, 1824. 


vate  armed  vessels  of  the  UDited  Btates,"  so  Ut 
as  regards  persons  receiving  pensions  from  ite 
fund  arising  from  captures  and  salvage,  iDs4e  bf 
the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  Sutes.i)e) 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  contiDQed,  under  the  re- 
strictions and  regulations  in  the  said  actscos- 
tained,  for  and  during  the  additional  term  of  6Tt 
years,  from  and  after  the  period  of  the  exmntiot 
of  the  said  pensions,  respectively :  PromJud^  Im- 
ever,  That  the  said  pensions  shall  alone  be  pu4 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  privateer  pension  foil 
so  called,  and  without  recoorse  to  the  United 
States  for  any  deficiency,  (should  such  occor,) 
which  may  hereafter  arise  thereon:  Jadfrmki, 
further,  That  no  pension  shall  be  paid  to  aaj  soefe 
widow  after  her  intermarriage,  nor  to  aoyorpka 
children  of  such  officer,  seamen,  or  marines,  after 
they  shall  have  attained  the  age  oi  sixteen  ynit 
Approved,  April  9, 1824. 


An  Act  confirmiDg  certain  acta  of  Jaasi  Uillcr.  if 
Govarnor  of  the  Tenitory  of  ArkansM,  and  i»  ftbir 
purposes. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  ofiieial  acts  ui 
proceedings  of  James  Miller,  as  Goveraor  of  tbe 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  from  the  third  day  of 
March,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  »i 
twenty-two,  to  the  third  day  of  Januarr,A.D. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  be. 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  declared  to  bare  tbe 
same  validity,  force,  and  effect,  as  if  the  sui 
James  Miller  had  been  duly  appointed  aad  coo- 
missioned,  for  and  during  the  said  term,  bj  t^ 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  Govenor  d 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas ;  and  he  i»  berebjr  as- 
thorized  to  have  and  receive  the  same  saltry.piT, 
and  emolumenta,  as  he  would  by  kw  have  beet 
entitled,  during  the  same  period,  to  receive,  if  ^ 
had  been  so  appointed  and  commiasionedas  afoR- 
said. 

Approved,  April  9, 1824. 


An  Act  extending  the  tsrm  of  pensions  granted  to 
persons  disabled,  and  to  the  widowa  and  orphans  of 
those  who  have  been  slain,  or  who  have  died  io  con- 
aequence  of  wounds,  or  casualties,  received  while 
in  the  line  of  their  duty,  on  board  the  private  armed 
ships  of  the  United  Stateii,  during  the  late  war. 

Be  it  enacted,  c^c,  That  the  pensions  of  all  per- 
sons who  now  are  in  the  receipt  thereof,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  following  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  either  of  them,  to  wit :  An  act  passed 
March  fourth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,  entitled  "An  act  giving  pensions  to  the 
orphans  and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the  pub- 
lic or  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States;" 
and  an  act  passed  A^ril  sixteenth,  one  thoasand 
eiffht  hundred  and  eighteen,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans 
and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the  public  or  pri- 


An  Act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  *<  Aa  act  for  the  et- 
tabliahment  of  a  Turnpike  Company  in  the  cou? 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  during  the  coatianaace 
of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  establisbmeoi 
of  a  Turnpike  Company  in  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia^''  passed  tke 
twenty-first  April,  one  thousand  eight  huodred 
and  eight,  the  Washington  and  Alexandria  Tura- 
pike  Company  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  sod  re- 
ceive, by  their  proper  agents,  servants,  or  officen, 
at  the  bridge  ouilt  by  said  company,  over  Foe 
Mile  Creek,  between  the  town  of  Alexandria  aad 
the  City  of  Washington,  the  sum  of  one  ceai  i« 
each  and  every  person  passing  on  foot  over  aii 
bridge :  Provided  always,  amd  U  ie  further  medsi 
That,  whenever  the  net  proceeds  of  tolls  col- 
lected on  said  road  and  brid^  shall  be  safficicot 
to  defray  the  expcftase  of  rebuilding  the  bridge  oo 
Four  Mile  Run,  keeping  the  said  bridge  tod  nai 
in  a  sufficient  state  of  repair,  and  allow  the  stock- 
holders dividends,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  ce&tio 
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)er  aniiQiii,  then,  and  in  that  ease,  the  circuit 
:ourt  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  county^ 
)f  Alexandria  shall  determine  that  the  right  of 
aid  Company  to  demand  the  tolls  prescrioed  by 
ihls  act,  or  aoy  other  toils,  from  foot  passengers, 
(hall  cease. 
Approved,  April  9, 1824. 


Kn  Act  to  change  the  terms  of  the  Circntt  and  Dis- 
trict Coorts  of  the  United  Stotes  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  one  of  the  terms  of  the  Cireoit  Court  in 
Kentncky. 

Bt  it  enacted^  fc^  That  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  within  and  for  the  district  of  Ohio, 
instead  of  the  time  now  fixed  by  law,  shall  be 
beld  on  the  second  Monday  of  July  next ;  and 
ihereafter  on  the  first  MoDdays  in  January  and 
June  in  each  year ;  and  the  aistrict  court  of  the 
(Jnited  States,  in  and  for  the  said  district,  shall 
hereafter  be  held  on  the  Mondays  next  succeeding 
the  times  herein  fixed  for  holding  the  circuit 
court. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  fiirther  enacted^  That  the  next 
Fall  term  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Kentucky  be  commenced  and 
held  on  the  second.  Monday  in  October  next,  in 
lieu  of  the  first  Monday  in  November ;  Prtrndtd^ 
That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to, 
or  embrace,  any  other  or  future  term  of  the  said 
circuit  court,  than  the  next  November  term  afore- 
said. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  JMher  enacted,  That  all  re- 
cognizances, process,  suits,  and  proceedings,  of 
every  kind,  whether  of  a  ciTil  or  criminal  nature, 
commenced  or  pending  in  either  of  said  courts, 
shall  be  returned  to,  proceeded  in,  and  determinea 
at,  the  terms  herein  provided  for,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  if  the  time  of  holding  said  courts  had  not 
been  changed. 

Approved,  April  22, 1824. 


able  to,  said  court,  shall  be  heard,  tried,  and  pro- 
ceeded with,  by  the  said  court,  in  rhe  same  man- 
ner  as  if  no  alteration  of  the  times  for  holding  said 
court  had  taken  place. 
Approved,  April  22,  1824. 


An  Act  giving  the  consent  and  sanction  of  Congress 
to  a  certahi  act  of  the  Legblative  Council  of  the 
Territory  of  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  consent  and  sanction 
of  Congress  be,  and  the  s^ame  are  hereby,  given  to 
the  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida,  approved  by  the  Qovernor  of  said 
Territory,  on  the  fourth  day  of  July,  Anno  Dom- 
ini one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  levying  a  poll  tax." 

Approved,  April  22, 1824. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  /*An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  person  or  persons 
who  shall  or  may  be  commissioned,  either  by  any 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
or  by  any  District  Judge  of  the  United  States,  to 
administer  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt,"  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of  January,  Anno 
Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  shall,  and 
may  have  full  power  and  authority  to  issue  a  ci- 
tation, directed  to  the  creditor,  his  agent  or  attor- 
ney, if  either  lives  within  one  hundr^  mil^  of  the 
place  of  imprisonment,  requirin|^  him  to  appear  at 
the  time  and  place  therein  mentioned,  if  he  see  fit, 
to  show  cause  why  the  said  oath  or  affirmation 
should  not  be  administered. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  finiher  enacted,  That  if  the 
creditor,  his  agent  or  attorney,  lives  within  fifty 
miles  ot  the  place  of  imprisonment,  only  fifteen 
days  previous  notice  by  citation  shall  be  required. 

Approved,  April  22, 1824. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  District  Court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  DisUiot  of  XUinois. 

Be  it  efMcted,  ^,,  That,  in  lieu  of  the  times  now 
appointed  by  law,  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Illinois  shall  be  here- 
after hol<ten  on  the  third  Mondays  in  June  and 
November,  in  each  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  Jvrthear  enctcted,  That  all  writs, 
pleas,  snits,  recognizances,  indictments,  and  all 
other  proceedings  of  a  civil  or  criminal  nature, 
now  pending  in,  or  which  are,  or  may  be  return- 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  the  following  sums 
bCp  and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively,  appro- 
priated : 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  seamen,  ei£[ht  hundred  and  forty-seven 
thousand  due  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars  and 
twenty  five  cents. 

For  provisions,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dol- 
lars and  seventy-five  cents,  the  balance  ot  appro- 
priation for  provisions  unexpended  and  provisions 
on  hand,  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
on  account  of  thesics,  twenty^five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  pay,  subsistence,  and  allowances,  of  every 
description,  to  all  commissioned  and  warrant  offi- 
cers employed  at  the  several  navy  yards  and  shore 
stations,  also  of  naval  constructors,  store-keepers, 
inspectors,  master  workmen,  clerks  of  the  yards, 
of  the  check,  and  of  commanders,  and  porters  at- 
tached to  the  navy  yards  and  store  stations,  two 
hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  ninety-three  dollars  and  twenty-six  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses  accruing  in  the  present 
year,  that  is  to  say,  for  commissions,  clerk  hire, 
office  rent,  stationery,  and  fuel,  to  navy  agents ; 
premiums,  and  other  expenses  of  recruiting,  freight 
of  provisions,  stores,  and  materials,  from  one  sta- 
tion to  another,  and  from  the  United  States  to  dis- 
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tant  stations  Id  other  countries  where  our  ships 
are  employed  ;  allowances  to  officers  at  the  several 
navy  yaras  and  stations,  for  house  rent,  fuel,  and 
candles ;  travelling  expenses  for  officers,  and 
transportation  of  seamen:  freight  of  timber,  wharf- 
age, and  dockage  for  vessels  where  there  are  no 
public  yards ;  expenses,  and  a  per  diei!n  allowance, 
for  attending  courts  martial  and  courts  of  inquiry  ; 
compensation  to  judge  advocates;  cabinetfurniture 
for  vessels  in  commission ;  incidental  labor  at  navy 
yards,  which  is  not  applicable  to  an][  other  appro- 
priation ;  pilotage  of  public  vessels  in  the  United 
States,  ana  in  foreign  countries ;  printing  naval  re- 
gisters, blank  pay-rolls,  receipt  rolls,  stewards'  re- 
turns, seamen's  allotment  ticKets,  the  proceedings 
of  courts  martial ;  storage  of  provisions  and  stores 
in  foreign  ports,  and  in  the  United  States,  where 
public  stores  are  not  provided ;  coals  for  black- 
smiths and  anchor-makers,  and  fuel  for  steam  en- 
ffine9 ;  purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen,  carts, 
large  timber  wheels,  and  workmen's  tools ;  chamber 
money  to  officers  in  lieu  of  quarters,  other  than 
house  rent ;  purchase  of  books,  charts,  nautical 
and  mathematical  instruments,  chronometers, 
machinery,  models,  drawings,  and  all  stationery. 
of  every  aescription,  used  throughout  the  naval 
service;  expense  of  pursuing  deserters;  expense 
of  officers  m  sick  quarters;  storage  of  powder ; 
lighterage  and  scow  hire;  postage  of  letters  on 
public  service ;  for  per  diem  allowance  to  officers 
engaged  in  extra  service  beyond  the  limit  of  their 
stations;  for  the  purchase  and  repairs  of  steam  and 
fire  engines  and  machinery ;  for  expenses  of  bury- 
ing deceased  persons  belonging  to  the  Navy  ;  for 
taxes  on  navy  yards  and  public  property ;  and  for 
accidents  to  the  public  vessels,  ana  for  no  other 
object  or  purpose  whatever,  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  arising  in 
the  current  year,  and  not  hereinbefore  enumerated, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  and  for  wear  and  tear, 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  improvement  in  navy  yards,  docks,  and 
wharves,  slips,  enclosures,  and  buildings,  of  every 
description,  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  with  authority  to  purchase, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Commonwealth  ot 
Massachusetts,  a  slip  of  land,  estimated  to  contain 
about  nine  thousand  superficial  feet,  to  straighten 
the  back  line  of  the  navy  yard  at  Charlestown, 
Massachusetts. 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  including 
small  arms,  manufacture  of  powder,  one  thousand 
dollars,  with  the  unexpended  balances  of  former 
appropriations,  estimated  to  amount  to  about  nine- 
teen thousand  dollars. 

For  ships'  houses,  to  repay  the  amount  taken 
from  the  gradual  increase,  seventy-eight  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  Marine  Corps, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand  and  ninety- 
four  dollars. 

For  clothing  for  the  same,  twenty-eight  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars. 


For  fuel  for  the  oon-oommissioned  officers,  mu- 
sicians, and  privates,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  military  stores,  including  stocking  arms,  ar- 
morer's pay,  armorer's  tools,  knapsacks,  tents,  ctmp 
equipage,  accoutrements,  and  ordnance  stoics,  fire 
thousand  dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  iistnimeots 
for  the  officers  and  marines  of  the  Marine  Corps, 
stationed  on  shore,  two  thousand  three  handreii 
and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses — that  is  to  saf,  foei 
for  commissioned  officers,  transportation,  &titio&- 
ery,  bed  sacks,  straw,  extra  rations  to  officen^  and 
postage  on  public  letters — ^nine  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairing  barracks  at  the  difierent  statioBs, 
and  for  building  new  barracks  at  Portsmoath,  tea 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  An4  he  it  further  enacUeL  That  the  sev- 
eral sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
pria  ted :  Promded^  however^  That  no  money  appro- 

Eriated  by  this  act  shall  be  paid  to  any  persoa  far 
is  compensation  who  is  in  arrears  to  the  United 
States,  until  such  person  shall  have  accounted  for 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury  all  sums  for  whick  k 
may  be  liable:  Pronided, further^  That  nothing la 
this  section  contained  shall  textend  to  faaiaoces 
arising  solely  from  depreciation  of  Treasury  Dots 
received  by  such  person  to  be  expended  in  tJ» 
public  service.  But  in  all  cases  where  the  payor 
salary  of  any  person  is  withheld,  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  accounting  officer, 
if  demanded  by  the  party,  his  agent  or  auoroef, 
to  report  forthwith  to  the  agent  of  the  Treasarj 
Department  the  balance  due.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  agent,  within  sixty  days  thereaf- 
ter, to  order  suit  to  be  commenced  against  SKb 
delinquent  and  his  sureties.' 
Approved,  April  29, 1824. 


An  Act.msking  appropriatioDs  for  certain  Fortificatieiis 

of  the  United  Statas,  for  the  year  ona  thouaand  eigbt 

hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Be  it  eiMcUd,  ^c.  That  the  following  soms  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriate,  to  wit: 
For  fortifications,  to  each  specifically,  as  foliows: 

For  Fort  Jackson,  at  Plaquemine  Turn,  on  ibe 
river  Mississippi,  one  hundred  and  ten  thousaad 
dollars. 

For  the  fort  at  Chef  Menteur,  one  hundred  tboo- 
sand  dollars. 

For  the  fort  at  Mobile  Point,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Monroe,  ninety-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  Fort  Calhoun,  ninety  thousand  dollars. 

For  topographical  reconnoissance,  repairs,  and 
contingencies,  twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  collecting  materi- 
als for  the  projected  work  at  New  Utrecht  Foist, 
one  of  the  works  intended  to  defend  the  Narrows, 
in  New  York  harbor,  fiftjr  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  collecting  mate- 
rials  for  the  projected  work  at  Brenton's  Poiat, 
Narraganset  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  fifty  thousaad 
dollars. 

Approved,  AprU  29, 1824. 
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ji  Act  to  proaiFa  the  nteetnry  Sunrejs,  Plans,  and 
Efttmatcs,  upon  the  aohjact  of  Roada  and  Ganala. 

Be  U  enacUd^  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
failed  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  the 
ecessary  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  to  be  made 
f  the  routes  of  such  roads  and  canals  as  he  may 
eem  of  national  importance,  in  a  commercial  or 
lilitary  point  of  rte w,  or  necessary  for  the  trans- 
ortation  of  the  Dublic  mail ;  designating,  in  the 
a&eof  each  canal,  what  parts  may  be  made  capa- 
le  of  sloop  Davigation.  The  surveys,  plans,  and 
ttimates,  for  each,  when  completed,  to  be  laid 
efbre  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fiiiiker  enacted.  That,  to  carry 
ito  effect  the  objects  of  this  act,  the  President  be 
Dd  he  is  herebjr  authorized  to  einploy  two  or  more 
kilful  civil  engineers,  and  such  officers  of  the  Corp^ 
f  Engineers,  or  who  may  be  detailed  to  do  duty 
rith  that  corps,  as  he  may  think  proper.  And  the 
1201  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is 
ereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mon- 
fs  in  the  Treasurv,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  30, 1824. 


Ji  Act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  District  Court 
in  the  District  of  Missouri. 

Be  it  enacted,  fe.,  That  the  District  Court,  for 
He  District  of  Missouri,  shall  hereafter  be  held  on 
be  first  Monday  in  March  and  September,  In 
rery  year ;  any  thing  in  any  act  heretofore  passed, 
3  the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  writs. 
leas,  suits,  recognizances,  indictments,  and  all 
iber  proceedings,  civil  and  criminal,  shall  be 
eard,  tried,  and  ^oceeded  with,  by  the  said  court, 
t  the  time  fixed  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  in 
be  same  manner  as  if  no  alteration  in  the  times 
t>r  holding  said  court  had  taken  place. 

Approved,  April  29, 1824. 


^n  Act  to  repeal  an  act,  approved  the  third  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hanajnsd  and  twenty-three,  en- 
titled «<An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Hogan.'* 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  act  approved  on  the 
bird  March,  one  'thousand  eight  hundred  and 
wenty-three,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
obQ  B.  Hogan,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
galed, and  that  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
xorernment  be  authorized  to  take  such  judicial 
Qeasores  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  necessary  to 
ompel  a  settlement  of  his  accounts. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  proper 
iccouDtiog  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department 
«,  aod  the  same  is  hereby,  directed  to  carry  to 
be  credit  of  the  said  Ho^n,  the  amount  paid  by 
licQ,  on  account  of  clothing  to  the  Tennessee  mt- 
itia  volunteer  gunmen. 

Approved,  April  22, 1824. 


b  Act  rewarding  the  officers  and  crews  of  two  gigs, 
or  small  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Francis  H.  Gregory,  of  the  United  Ststes  Navy. 

B«  U  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 


have  distributed,  as  prize  money,  to  Lieutenant 
Francis  H.  Gregory,  of, the  United  States  Navy, 
and  the  officers  and  crews  of  two  gigs,  or  small 
boats,  under  his  command,  or  to  their  legal  repre- 
sentatives,  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  for 
the  capture  and  destruction  of  a  British  gunboat, 
called  the  Black  Snake,  in  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
on  the  nineteenth  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  and  that  the  said  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriatea. 
Approved,  May  4,  1824. 


An  Act  for  enclosing  the  Burial  Ground  of  Christ 
Church*  Washington  Parish. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause 
to  be  paid  to  the  vestry  of  Christ  Church,  Wash- 
ington Parish,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  in  the  erection  of  a  substantial  wall 
around  the  burial  ground  of  said  parish :  Provided, 
That  the  said  vestry  shall  execute  a  bond  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  deposited  in  his  Department, 
conditioned  in  the  penalty  of  four  thousand  dol- 
lars, for  the  faithful  application  of  the  money,  and 
execution  of  the  work,  and  securing  to  the  United 
States  the  four  hundred  sites  reserved  in  said  burial 
ground,  for  the  interment  of  memhers  of  Congress, 
and  others,  connected  with  the  General  Govern- 
ment. 

Approved,  May  4, 1824. 


Ad  Act  declaring  the  conaent  of  Congress  to  certain 
AcU  of  the  Bute  of  Alabama. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  consent  of  Congress 
be,  and  hereby  is.  granted  to  the  operation  of  an 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, passed  on  the  thirtieth  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  entitled 
"An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Coosa 
river,  and  to  aid  in  its  connexion  with  the  Tennes- 
see waters  ;'*  and,  also,  to  an  act  passed  on  the 
thirty-first  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three,  entitled  "An  act  to  im- 
prove the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee  river." 

Approred,  May  13,  1824. 


An  Act  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  CoarU  in  the 

District  of  Columbia. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  Circuit  Court  for 
Washington  County,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
shall  hereafter  commence  and  be  held  on  the  third 
Monday  of  December  and  first  Monday  of  May, 
in  each  year,  instead  of  the  days  now  fixed  by  law ; 
and  the  Circuit  Court  for  Alexandria  County,  in 
said  District,  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  April,  in- 
stead of  the  days  now  established  by  law ;  and 
that  all  process  whatsoever,  now  issued,  or  which 
may  be  issued,  in  the  respective  counties  of  Wash- 
ington and  Alexandria,  in  said  District,  returnable 
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to  the  days,  respectiTely,  now  fixed*  by  law,  for 
each  of  the  said  counties,  shall  be  returnable,  and 
returned,  on  the  days  prescribed  by  this  act;  and 
all  causes,  recognizances,  pleas,  and  proceedings, 
civil  and  criminal,  returnable  to,  and  depending 
before,  the  said  courts,  at  the  respective  times  of 
holding  the  same,  as  heretofore  established,  shall 
be  returned,  and  continued,  in  the  same  counties, 
respectively,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said 
causes,  recognizances,  pleas,  and  proceedings,  had 
been  regularly  returned  or  continued,  to  t£e  said 
respective  times  appointed  by  this  act  for  holding 
the  said  courts. 
Approved,  May  13, 1824. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  extingaishment  of  tha  debt 
due  to  the  United  States,  by  the  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c.  That,  in  all  cases  where  the 
purchaser,  or  legal  holder,  of  any  certificate  of 
purchase  of  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  may  have  obtained  a  certificate  of  further 
credit,  uoder  the  provisions  of  an  act,  passed  sec- 
ond March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty," 
or  of  the  acts  supplementary  thereto,  of  the  twen- 
tieth of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-two,  and  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thous- 
and eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  the  person 
obtaining  such  certificate,  or  the  legal  nolder 
thereof,  shall  be  allowed,  at  any  time  prior  to  the 
tenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  to  file,  with  the  register  of  the  land 
ofl&ce,  in  the  district  where  such  land  is  situated, 
a  relinquishment,  in  writinc^,  of  any  section,  half 
section,  quarter  section,  or  l^ai  subdivision  of  a 
fractional  section,  made  according  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  existing  laws,  in  relation  to  the  survey 
and  sale  of  the  public  lands;  and  any  payment 
made,  on  any  tract  of  land  so  relinquished,  shall 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  amount  doe  on 
anv  tract  retained  by  said  purchaser,  or  le^l 
holder  of  a  certificate  of  purchase,  which  relin- 
quishment shall  be  allowed  only  on  condition  that 
any  such  purchaser,  or  legal  holder  of  a  certificate 
of  purchase,  relinquish  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
land  thereby  to  complete  his  or  her  payments  due 
to  the  United  States,  or  any  lands  retained,  or 
nay  the  balance  due,  and  which  may  afterwards 
become  due,  in  money,  before  or  at  the  lime  of 
such  relinquishment;  and,  on  the  payment  of 
such  balance  in  money,  there  shall  be  allowed,  on 
the  amount  so  paid,  a  deduction  of  the  rate  of 
thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  centum:  Providedy 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  entitle  the 
person  making  such  relinquishment  to  claim  any 
repayment  from  the  United  States,  on  account  of 
any  lands  so  relinquished :  And  provided  fiirthery 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize 
any  discounts  upon  payments  made  by  relin- 
quishment. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  encBcted,  That  all  pur- 
chasers, or  legal  holders  of  any  certificate  of  pur- 


chase, of  any  of  the  pnblie  lands  of  the  UuM 
States,  who  may  have  obuined  a  eertificite  of 
furtht^r  credit,  under  the  prortsioos  of  the  sevoil 
acts  above  mentioned,  or  making  complete  paf- 
ment,  previous  to  the  tenth  of  April,  eigktieB 
hundred  and  twenty-five,  of  every  instahaeat  now 
due.  and  which  shall  afterwards  beeome  pyabk, 
shall  be  allowed,  upon  the  amoant  so  paid,  a  de- 
duction, at  the  rate  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per 
centum. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  ii  furlktr  emaeted,  That  it  shiil 
be  the  duty  of  the  resristers  and  receivers  of  the 
land  offices  of  the  United  States,  immediaielf 
after  the  lOth  of  April,  eighteen  hnndrcd  ui 
twenty-five,  to  return  complete  lists  of  the  lui^ 
relinquished  to  the  United  Sutes,  within  thor 
districts ;  and  such  lands  shall  be  exposed  to  sate, 
as  other  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jittiker  emaeUdy  That  the  r^ 
ter  and  receiver  of  any  land  ofl^  shall  be  allovtd 
double  the  fees  given  them  hf  tbe  act  of  tk 
second  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  handred  tad 
twenty-one,  for  like  services,  to  be  paid  bf  iiit 
person  or  persons  availing  themselves  of  the  pn> 
visions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  U  further  enmOed^  That  tbe 
provisions  of  this  act  be  extended  to  town  lots  u£ 
out  lots  reserved  for  that  purpose,  and  sold  by  i^ 
United  States  on  a  credit. 

Approved,  May  18, 1824. 


An  Act  providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  afcat  fs 
the  Osage  Indians  west  of  the  State  of  Muaeon 
and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  sod  for  other  parpeats. 

Be  U  enacted^  f  c.  That  the  President  of  lit 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  wc 
appoint  an  agent  for  the  Osage  Indians  west  oi 
the  State  of  Missouri,  and  Territory  of  A rkaniis. 
who  shall  receive  for  his  compensation  tbe  sum  c: 
fifteen  hundred  dollars,  in  ful^and  that  all  ratio&5 
or  other  allowances  made  to  him,  shall  be  ie- 
ducted  from  the  sum  hereby  allowed. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  fterAer  enacted,  That  it  shaii 
be  the  duty  of  each  Indian  agent  to  reside  asi 
keep  his  agency  within,  or  near  the  temiorr. 
claimed  by  the  tribe  or  tribes  of  Indians  for  whsch 
he  may  be  agent,  at  such  place  as  the  Presideac 
of  the  United  States  may  designate. 

Approved,  May  18,  1824. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  repaymg  to  Bcnieel  Welii  > 
certain  snin  of  money  by  him  erroseoasly  paid  isio 
the  Treasurj. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Secretarr  of  tbf 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  aod  re> 
quired  to  pay,  out  of  any  money,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  to  Bezaleel  Wells,  of  the  State  c: 
Ohio,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  beiog  t^ 
amount  paid  by  him  into  the  Treasury,  oa  c^* 
twelfth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  eighteen  hon- 
dred  and  twenty-two,  by  mistake^  on  aocoost « 
three  several  tracts  of  land,  in  the  district  of  ^' 
cennes,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  which  had  beeo 
before  that  time  relinquished  bv  him  to  tbe  bai- 
ted States,  under  the  "Act  for  the  relief  of  ^- 
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chasers  of  the  puUic  lands,  prior  to  the  first  day 
)f  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty." 
Appror«iy  May  18, 18^. 


\n  .\ct  to  amend  the  aevertl  acta  for  iinposing  datiea 

on  Impoffta. 

B6  U  enacted^  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
hirtieth  day  of  Jane,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
md  twenty-four,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  now  im- 
nsed  by  law  on  the  importation  of  the  articles 
lereinafter  mentioned,  there  shall  be  levied,  col- 
ecced,  and  paid,  the  following  duties,  that  is  to 
ay: 

First.  On  sail  duck,  oznaburgs,  burlaps,  and 
icklenburgs,  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  va- 


orem. 


Oq  ail  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool 
•hall  be  a  component  part,  except  worsted  stuff 
;oods  and  blankets,  which  shall  pay  twenty-fiye 
ler  centum  ad  valorem,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  een- 
um  ad  valorem,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
)De  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and 
ifter  that  time,  a  duty  of  thirty-three  and  a  third 
)ercentam  ad  valorem:  Provided,  That,  on  all 
aaoofactures  of  wool,  except  flannels  and  baizes, 
he  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place  whence 
mported.  shall  not  exceed  thirty-three  and  a  third 
eats  per  square  yard,  shall  be  charged  with  a 
iQty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Second.  On  all  manufactures,  not  herein  spe- 
:ified,  of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or  hemp,  or  of  which 
ither  of  these  materials  shall  be  a  component 
Art,  and  on  al(  manufactures  of  silk,  or  of  which 
ilk  shall  be  a  component  material,  coming  from 
leyond  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  a  duty  of  twenty- 
ire  per  centum  ad  valorem ;  on  all  other  manu- 
actares  of  silk,  or  of  which  silk  shall  be  a  com- 
lonent  material,  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem : 
^otidecL  That  all  cotton  cloths  whatsoever,  or 
loths  or  which  cotton  shall  be  a  component  ma- 
eriai,  excepting  nankeens  imported  directly  from 
^bioa,  the  original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place 
rfaeoce  imported,  with  the  addition  of  twenty  per 
entum,  if  imported  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
t  any  place  beyond  it,  and  of  ten  per  centum,  it 
mported  from  any  other  place,  shall  be  less  than 
hirty  cents  per  square  yard,  shall,  with  such  ad- 
iitioD,  be  taicen  and  deemed  to  have  cost  thirty 
eats  per  square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  witn 
loty  accordingly.  And  that  all  unbleached  and 
incoiored  cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread,  the  origi- 
lal  cost  of  Which  shall  be  less  than  sixty  cents 
«r  pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost 
ixty  cents  per  pound,  aod  shall  be  charged  with 
>Qty  accordingly.  And  ail  bleached  or  colored 
otton  yarn,  twist,  or  thread,  the  original  cost  of 
rfaicb  shall  be  less  than  seventy-five  cents  per 
lOQDd,  shall  be  deemed  and*  taken  to  have  cost 
eyenty-five  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged 
rith  duty  accordingly :  Provided,  also,  That  the 
•revisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to,  or  be  en- 
orced  against,  importations  of  goods  from  ports 
r  pUices  eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  or 
eyoad  Cape  Horn,  before  the  first  day  of  January 
ext  ensning. 


Third.  On  wool  manafactQred,a  duty  of  twen- 
ty per  centum  ad  valorem,  until  the  first  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty* 
five ;  afterwards,  a  duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum 
ad  valorem,  until  the  first  of  June,  one  thousand 
eiffht  hundred  and  twenty-six ;  afterwards,  a  duty 
ofthirty  per  centum  ad  valorem :  Profridai,  That 
all  wool,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  ten  cents  per 
pound,  shall  be  charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen  per 
centum  ad  valorem,  and  no  more. 

Fourth.  On  all  Leshorn  hats  or  bonnets,  and 
all  hats  or  bonnets  of  straw^  chip,  or  grass,  and 
on  all  flats,  braid^  or  plats,  tor  making  of  hats  or 
bonnets,  a  duty  of  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem : 
Provided,  That  all  Leghorn  hats  and  bonnets,  and 
all  hats  or  bonnets  of  straw,  chip,  or  grass,  which, 
at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  the  addition 
of  ten  per  centum,  shall  have  cost  less  than  one 
dollar  each,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  have  cost  one  dollar  each,  and 
shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordioely. 

Fifth.  On  japanned  wares,  of  all  kinds,  on  pla- 
ted wares,  of  all  kinds,  and  on  all  manufactures, 
not  otherwise  specified,  made  of  brass,  iron,  steel, 
pewter,  lead,  or  tin,  or  of  which  either  of  these 
m^als  is  a  component  material,  a  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  bolting  cloths,  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valo- 
rem; 

On  hair  cloth  and  hair  seating,  thirty  per  cen- 
tum ad  valorem ; 

On  marble,  and  all  manufactures  of  marble, 
thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem ; 

On  all  paper  hangings,  forty  per  centum  ad 
valorem ; 

On  coach  laces,  of  cotton  or  other  material, 
thirty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem ;  on  all  other 
laces,  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  ad  valorem ; 

On  lead,  in  pigs,  bars,  or  sheets,  two  cents  per 
pound; 

On  leaden  shot,  three  and  one  half  cents  per 
pound; 

On  red  or  white  lead,  dry,  or  ground  in  oil, 
four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  Brussels,  Turkey,  and  Wilton  carpets  and 
carpeting,  fifty  cents  per  square  yard ; 

On  all  Venetian  and  ingrain  carped  or  carpet- 
ing, twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard ; 

On  all  other  kinds  of  carpets  and  carpeting,  of 
wool,  flax,  hemp,  or  cotton,  or  parts  of  either, 
twenty  cents  per  square  yard ; 

On  oil  cloth  carpeting,  and  on  oil  cloths,  of 
every  description,  a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad 
valorem ; 

On  all  other  carpets  and  carpeting,  mats,  and 
floor  cloths,  made  of  tow,  flags,  or  any  other  ma- 
terial, a  duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem; 

On  hemp,  at  the  rate  of  thirty-five  dollars  per 
ton; 

On  tarred  cables  and  cordage,  four  cents  per 
pound ; 

On  untarred  cordage,  yarns,  twine,  pack  thread, 
and  seines,  five  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  cotton  bagging,  three  cents  and  three-fourths 
of  a  cent  per  square  yard ; 
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On  iron,  in  bars  or  bolu,  not  manufactared,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  ninety  cents  per  hun- 
dred and  twelve  pounds ; 

On  round  iron,  or  braziers'  rods^  of  three-six- 
teenths to  eight-sixteenths  of  an  inch  diameter, 
inclusive ;  and  on  iron,  in  nail  or  spike  rods,  slit ; 
and  on  iron,  in  sheets,  and  hoop  iron ;  and  on  iron, 
slit  or  rolled,  for  band-iron,  scroll-iron,  or  case- 
ment rods,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  iron  spikes,  four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  iron  nails,  cut  or  wrought,  five  cents  per 
pound ; 

On  tacks,  brads,  and  sprigs,  not  exceeding  six- 
teen ounces  to  the  thousand,  five  cents  per  thou- 
sand ;  exceeding  sixteen  ounces  to  the  thousand, 
five  cents  per  pound ; 

On  iron  or  steel  wire,  not  exceeding  number 
eighteen,  five  cents  per  pound;  over  number 
eighteen,  nine  cents  per  pound; 

On  square  wire,  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
stretchers  for  umbrellas,  twelve  per  centum  ad 
valorem ; 

On  anvils  and  anchors,  two  cents  per  pound ; 

On  iron  cables  or  chains,  or  parts  thereof,  three 
cents  per  pound ;  and  no  drawback  shall  be  al- 
lowed on  the  exportation  of  iron  cables,  or  parts 
thereof; 

On  mill  cranks  and  mill  irons,  of  wrought  iron, 
four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  mill  saws,  one  dollar  each ; 

On  blacksmiths'  hammers  and  sledges,  two  and 
a  half  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  muskets,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per 
stand ; 

On  rifles,  two  dollars  and  fif^y  cents  each  ; 

On  all  other  fire-arms,  and  on  side-arms,  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem ; 

On  cutting  knives,  scythes,  sickles,  and  reaping 
hooks,  spades  and  shovels,  of  iron  or  steel,  thirty 
per  centum  ad  valorem ; 

On  screws  of  iron,  weighing  twenty-five  pounds 
or  upwards,  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem ; 

On  screws  of  iron,  for  wood,  called  wood 
screws,  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorem ; 

On  vessels  of  cast  iron,  not  otherwise  specified, 
one  and  a  half  cents  per  pound ; 

On  all  other  castings  of  iron,  not  specified,  one 
cent  per  pound ; 

On  all  vessels  of  copper,  thirty-five  per  centum 
ad  valorem : 

On  quills,  prepared  or  manufactured,  twenty- 
five  per  centum  ad  valorem ; 

On  slates  and  tiles,  for  building,  twenty-five  per 
cent,  ad  valorem ; 

On  black  lead  pencils,  forty  per  centum  ad  ra- 
lorem ; 

On  tallow  candles,  ^v^  cents  per  pound ; 

On  spermaceti  candles,  eight  cents  per  pound ; 

On  soap,  four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  lard,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  wheat,  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel ; 

On  oats,  ten  cents  per  bushel ; 

On  wheat  flour,  fifty  cents  per  hundredweight; 

On  potatoes,  ten  cents  per  bushel ; 

On  coal,  six  cents  per  heaped  bushel ; 

On  corks,  twelve  cents  per  pound ; 


On  prunelle  and  other  shoes  or  slippers,  of  stuff 
or  nankeen,  twenty-five  cenu  per  pair ; 

On  laced  boots  or  bootees,  one  dollar  fifty  eeots 
per  pair; 

On  linseed,  rape  seed,  and  hemp  seed  oil,  twentf- 
five  cents  per  gallon ; 

On  castor  ou,  forty  cenu  per  gallon  ; 

On  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  imported  in  boub, 
twenty  cents  per  gallon ;  imported  otiierwise  tki 
in  bottles,  fifteen  cents  per  g^on ; 

On  beef  and  pork,  two  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  hams,  and  other  bacon,  three  cents  pec 
pound; 

On  butter,  five  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  vin^ar,  eight  cents  per  ffaiion ; 

On  alum,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hiu- 
dred  weiff  ht ; 

On  refined  saltpetre,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  blue  or  Roman  vitriol,  four  cents  per  poand; 

On  oil  of  vitriol,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  Glauber  salts,  two  cents  per  pound ; 

On  Epsom  salts,  four  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  camphor,  crude,  eight  eents  per  pound ; 

On  camphor,  refined,  twelve  cents  per  pound ; 

On  copperas,  two  dollars  per  hundred  weight ; 

On  Cayenne  pepper,  fifteen  cents  per  pouini ; 

On  ginger,  two  cents  per  poand ; 

On  chocolate,  four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  currants  and  figs,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  plums,  prunes,  Muscatel  raisins,  and  nisiai 
in  jars  and  boxes,  four  cents  per  pound ; 

On  all  other  raisins,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  window  glass,  not  above  eight  inches  by  tea 
inches  in  size,  three  dollars  per  hundred  square 
feet ;  not  above  ten  inches  by  twelve  inches  ia 
size,  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred 
square  feet ;  and  if  above  ten  inches  by  twelre 
inches  in  size,  four  dollars  per  hundred  squsre 
feet :  JPrtnHdsd,  That  all  window  glass,  imnortei 
in  plates,  uncut,  shall  be  chatgeahle  witk  tk 
highest  rate  of  duties  hereby  imposed ; 

On  black  glass  bottles,  not  exceeding  the  capt- 
city  of  one  quart,  two  dollars  per  grooe;  on  bot* 
ties  exceeding  one  quart,  and  not  more  than  nrs 
quarts,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  groce ;  orer 
two  quarts,  and  not  exceeding  one  gallon,  three 
dollars  per  groce ; 

On  demijohns,  twenty-five  cents  each; 

On  apothecaries'  vials,  of  the  capacity  of  foa: 
ounces,  and  less,  one  dollar  per  groce;  on  tbe 
same,  above  four  ounces,  and  not  exceeding  eight 
ounces,  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per 
groce ; 

On  all  wares  of  cut  glass,  not  specified,  three 
cents  per  pound,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  ai! 
valorem  duty  of  thirty  per  centum ; 

On  ail  other  articles  of  glass,  two  cents  per 
pound,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  an  ad  raiores 
duty  of  twenty  per  centum; 

On  all  books,  which  the  importer  shall  make  i: 
satisfactorily  appear  to  the  collector  of  the  port  st 
which  the  same  shall  be  entered,  were  printed 
previous  to  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-five ;  and  also  on  all  books  printed  ia 
other  languages  than  English,  foor  cents  per  rd- 
ume,  except  hooks  printed  in  Latin  or  Greek ;  oa 
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ill  books  printed  in  Latin  or  Greeic,  when  bounds 
ifteen  cents  per  pound  \  when  not  bound,  thirteen 
rents  per  pound ; 

Oq  all  other  books«  when  bound,  thirty  cents 
per  pound  ;  when  in  sheets  or  boards,  twenty-six 
seots  per  pound ; 

Oq  folio  and  quarto  post  paper,  of  all  kinds, 
iweoty  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  foolscap  and  all  drawing  and  writing  paper, 
ierenteen  cents  per  pound; 

On  printing,  copperplate,  and  stationers'  paper, 
ien  cents  per  pound ; 

Oq  sheathing  paper,  binders',  and  box-boards, 
lod  wrapping  paper,  of  all  kinds,  three  cents  per 
X)QQd ; 

Oq  all  other  paper,  a  duty  of  fifteen  cents  per 
x>UQd; 

A  duty  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  centum  ad  Tal- 
)rem  on  all  articles,  not  herein  specified,  and  now 
»yiog  a  duty  of  seven  and  a  half  per  centum  ad 
ralorem,  with  the  exception  of  patent  adhesive 
ell,  fur  covering  ships'  bottoms,  which  shall  be 
idtnitted  free  of  duty  until  June  thirtieth,  one 
bousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty^six. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  Ufwrther  enactedj  That  an  addi- 
ion  of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the  sev- 
eral rates  of  duties  hereby  imposed  upon  the  seve- 
ni  articles  aforesaid,  which,  after  the  said  respec' 
JTe  times  for  the  commencement  of  the  duties 
lereby  imposed,  shall  be  imported  in  ships  or  ves- 
«ls,  not  of  the  United  States:  Provided^  That 
his  addition  shall  not  be  applied  to  articles  im- 
wrted  in  ships  or  vessels,  not  of  the  United  States, 
iDtitled  by  treaty,  or  by  any  act  of  Congress,  to 
)e  admitted  on  payment  of  the  same  duties  that 
ire  paid  on  like  articles  imported  in  ships  or  ves- 
els  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  Aiid  he  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
hall  be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  duties  by  this 
ici  imposed  upon  the  exportation  of  any  articles 
hat  shall  have  paid  the  same,  within  the  time, 
lod  in  the  manner,  and  subject  to  the  provisions 
lod  restrictions,  prescribed  in  the  fourth  section 
)f  this  act,  entitled  an  "Act  to  regulate  the  duties 
>Q  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  the  twenty-sev- 
tDth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
ind  sixteen. 

Sec.  4.  Andheit further  enacted^  That  the  drawback 
diowed  by  law  on  plain  silk  cloths,  shall  be  allowed, 
iltbou^h  the  said  cloths,  before  the  exportation 
hereof,  shall  have  been  colored,  printed,  stained, 
lyed,  stamped,  or  painted,  in  the  United  States. 
But,  whenever  any  such  cloths,  so  imported,  shall 
«  iQtended  to  be  so  colored,  printed,  stained, 
lyed,  stamped,  or  painted,  ana  afterwards  to  be 
exported  from  the  United  States,  with  privilege 
>f  drawback,  each  package  thereof  shall,  before 
he  same  shall  be  delivered  from  the  public  stores, 
)e  opened  and  examined  by  an  inspector  of  the 
customs,  and  the  contents  thereof  measured  or 
weighed,  and  the  quality  thereof  ascertained,  and 
i  sample  of  each  piece  thereof  reserved  at  the  cus- 
om -house ;  and  a  particular  account  or  registry 
if  sucn  examination,  describing  the  numl^r  of 
lieces  in  each  package,  their  weight  or  measure, 
lad  the  samples  thereof  reserved,  shall  be  entered 


in  the  books  of  the  custom-house ;  and,  after  such 
examination,  said  goods  shall  be  repacked  in  the 
oriffinal  package,  and  the  said  original  package 
shall  be  marked  with  the  custom-house  marlr. 
And,  whenever  any  such  goods,  being  thus  col- 
ored, printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or  painted, 
shall  be  entered  at  the  custom-house  for  exporta- 
tion and  drawback,  the  same  shall  be  so  entered 
in  the  original  package,  marked  as  aforesaid,  and 
not  otherwise,  unless  the  person,  so  entering  the 
same,  shall  give  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  col- 
lector or  naval  ofificer,  or  one  of  them,  that  such 
original  package  has  been  lost  or  destroyed  by 
accident ;  and  no  such  application  for  drawback 
shall  be  made,  except  on  the  contents  of  entire 
packages ;  and,  upon  application  for  such  entry 
and  drawback,  the  contents  of  the  packages  so 
offered,  shall  be  examined  by  an  inspector  of  the 
customs,  and  measured  or  weighed,  and  compared 
with  the  original  entry,  registry,  and  samples: 
and  if,  upon  such  comparison  and  full  examina- 
tion, the  collector  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  con- 
tents of  each  package  are  the  same  identical  ffooda 
imported  and  registered  as  aforesaid,  and  not 
changed  or  altered  except  by  being  colored,  print- 
ed, stained,  dyed,  stamped,or  painted,  as  aforesaid, 
then  the  person,  so  entering  such  goods,  shall  be 
admitted  to  the  oath  prescribed  by  law,  to  be  used 
in  cases  of  application  for  exportation  of  goods  for 
the  benefit  of  drawback,  and  shall,  thereupon,  be 
entitled  to  drawback,  as  in  other  cases :  Promded^ 
That  the  exporter  shall,  in  every  other  particular, 
comply  with  the  regulations  and  formalities  here- 
tofore established  for  entries  of  goods  for  exporta- 
tion, with  the  benefit  of  drawback.  And  if  any 
person  shall  present,  for  exportation  and  drawback, 
any  colored,  printed,  stained,  dyed,  stamped,  or 
painted  silk,  or  nankeen  cloths,  knowing  the  same 
not  entitled  to  drawback,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  or  shall  wilfully  misrepresent  or 
conceal  the  contents  or  quality  of  any  package  as 
aforesaid,  the  said  goods,  so  presented  or  entered 
for  drawback,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized 
by[  the  collector,  and  proceeded  with,  and  the  for- 
feiture distributed,  as  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  exist- 
ing laws  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the 
collection  of  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  for  the 
prosecution  and  punishment  of  all  ofiences,  and 
for  the  recovery,  collection,  distribution,  and  re- 
mission, of  all  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  as 
fully  and  effectually  as  if  every  regulation,  penalty, 
forfeiture,  provision,  clause,  matter,  and  thing,  to 
that  effect,  in  the  existing  laws  contained,  bad 
been  inserted  in,  and  re-enacted  by,  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enactedy  That  the  pro- 
visions of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  *'An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,"  approved  April  twenty- 
seventh,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen, 
shall  extend  and  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  schools 
and  colleges  within  the  United  States,  or  the  ter- 
ritories thereof,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under 
the  like  limitations  and  restrictions,  as  is  provided 
in  said  act,  with  respect  to  seminaries  of  learning. 

Approved,  May  22, 1824. 
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An  Act  to  improTe  the  navigation  of  tko  Ohio  and 

MifMMippi  Rivera. 
Be  U  enaeUd^  fc^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause*  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  to  be  im- 
proved, over  the  following  sand  bars,  or  either  of 
them,  at  his  discretion,  to  wit:  the  sand  bar  which 
crosses  said  river,  one  mile  and  a  quarter  below 
Flint  Island;  the  sand  bar  two  miles  above  French 
Island;  the  bar  just  below  Henderson;  the  bar 
below  Straight  Island;  the  bar  below  Willow 
Island,  in  the  Mississippi  bend;  and  the  bar  op- 
posite to  lower  Smithland,  below  Cumberland 
Island ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and 
directing  the  best  method  of  carrying  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act  into  efiect,  he  may  employ  any  of 
the  engineers  in  the  public  service  which  he  may 
deem  proper:   Pnmded,  mverthdesgy  That  two  ez- 

Kriment?  shall  first  be  made  upon  two  of  the  said 
rs,  and  if  in  his  judgment  they  shall  be  success- 
ful, then,  and  not  otherwise,  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  cause  improvements  to  be  made  upon  the 
remaining  bars. 

Seo.  2.  And  he  it  fwrther  enacUd,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri  to 
New  Orleans^  and  of  the  Ohio  river,  from  Pitts- 
burg to  its  junction  with  the  Mississippi,  the 
President  of  the  Uuited  States  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  lake  prompt  and  effectual  measures  for  the 
removal  of  all  trees  which  may  be  fzed  in  the 
bed  of  said  river ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  he  is  au- 
thorized to  procure  and  provide,  in  that  way 
which,  in  his  discretion,  may  be  most  eligible^  the 
requisite  water  craf^  machinery,  implemints?and 
force,  to  raise  all  such  trees,  commonly  called 
'*  planters,  sawyers,  or  snags,''  as  may  be  found  in 
the  current  of  said  rivers  at  the  lowest  stage  of 
water,  and  to  saw  or  cut  them  off,  as  near  as 
practicable  to  the  bottom  of  the  stream;  and 
where  trees  are  found  upon  sand  bars,  upon  the 
points  of  islands,  or  near  the  bank  or  the  river, 
which  may,  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  water,  en- 
danger the  safety  of  navigating  said  river,  they 
shall,  in  like  manner,  be  cut,  removed,  or  sawed 
off:  and  all  roots  or  limbs,  belonging  to  those 
parts  of  said  trees  which  are  fastened  in  the  earth, 
shall  be  carefully  out  away. 

Sbo  3.  And  he  U  fwrthtr  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated.  And  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to 
draw,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  Treasury,  for 
such  parts,  or  at  any  one  time  for  the  whole,  of 
said  sum,  as  he  shall  judge  the  service  requires ; 
which  said  sum  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sfic.4.  And  he  it /hrther  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent be.  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  be 
laid  before  Congress,  as  soon  as  convenience  will 
permit,  after  the  commencement  of  each  session,  a 
statement  of  the  proceedings  under  this  act,  that 
Congress  may  be  enabled  to  adopt  such  further 
measures  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  necessary, 
under  existing  circumstances.  [Ap.  May  24, 1824.] 


An  Act  to  enable  tbo  Preaidant  to  hold  tiettief  will 
cettaiQ  Indian  tribes,  and  for  other  paipoM*. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  sum  of  ten  tboostoi! 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriateil  ro 
defrav  the  expenses  of  making  treaties  of  iradt 
and  friendship  with  the  Indian  tribes  bevood  tk 
Mississippi ;  and  that  the  said  sum  shall  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasaiy,  not  othenrisc 
appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  ik 
purpose  of  negotiating  said  treaties,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  the  President  shall  be,  asd  ht 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  appoint  suitable  person 
for  commissioners,  and  to  fix  their  compeossDn. 
so  ^s  not  to  exceed  what  has  been  heteiofcR 
allowed  for  like  services. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  aotliorized  to  ap- 
point two  sob-agents,  to  be  employed  amonfiiN 
Indian  tribes,  on  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Mfr 
soori,  whose  annual  salary  shall  be  eight  hasdrri 
dolUrs  each,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  ia  (be 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  Jtaiher  enacted.  That  il  sbal 
be  the  duty  of  Indian  agents  to  designate,  hts. 
time  to  time,  certain  convenient  and  smii)k 
places  for  carrying  on  trade  with  the  differrat  Is* 
dian  tribes,  and  to  require  all  traders  to  trade  ac 
the  places  thus  designated,  and  at  no  other  plsff 
or  places. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Ss- 
perintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  at  St.  LooLs  a£: 
his  successors  in  office,  shall  possess  all  the  powers. 
and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  of  Goveroor^  d 
Territories  when  exercising  the  office  of  Supem- 
tendents  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  shall  exercise  i 
general  supervision  of  the  officiad  coadoet  ni 
accounts  or  Indian  Agents,  within  his  aaperiiiifs- 
dency. 

Sbo.  6.  And  he  it  fltrther  enacted,  That  the  son 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  bere^ 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  ia  t^ 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  foabk 
the  President  of  the  Unit«i  States  to  furct^t 
competent  military  escort  to  the  CommissioiKr 
authorized  to  be  appointed  by  this  act,  if,  ia  bb 
opinion,  the  same  shall  be  necessary. 

Approved,  May  25, 1824. 


An  Act  to  anthorise  the  craattoa  of  a  aloek  to  m 
amount  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars  ^ 
provide  for  the  awards  of  the  CommiMioiien  oade 
the  Treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  twentV'cecood  i' 
Febraary,  one  thousand  eight  hnadred  aod  uw* 
teen. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
viding  funds  to  discharge  the  awards  of  tbe  Cos- 
mi  ssioners  under  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  of  t^ 
twenty-second  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  c® 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nioeteec 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  berei?« 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Pre^id^j 
of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  issoed  asd 
sold  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  ot^ta^ 
at  a  sum  not  less  than  the  par  value  thereof,  cct- 
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icates  of  stock  of  the  United  States,  to  any 
lount  not  exceeding  tbe  sum  of  five  millions  of 
liars,  and  bearing  an  interest  of  not  exceeding 
jr  and  one-half  per  centum  per  annum  from  the 
riod  of  the  sale  thereof;  which  stock,  so  created, 
all  be  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
ates,  at  any  time  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
'0.  And,  upon  the  sale  of  such  stock,  in  roan- 
r  aforesfaid,  credit  or  credits  to  the  proprietors 
ereof  shall  thereupon  be  entered  ana  given  on 
e  books  of  the  Treasury,  in  like  manner  as  for 
e  present  funded  debt;  which  said  credits  or 
ock  shall  thereaAer  be  transferrable  as  other 
jblic  stock  of  the  United  States. 
Sec.  2.  Andbeit/MkerefiocUd^  That  the  moneys 
htch  may  be  received  from  the  issuing  and  sale 
'  the  aforesaid  certificates  of  stock,  shall,  and  the 
ime  are  hereby  directed  to,  be  applied  to  the 
lyment  and  discharge  of  the  awards  of  the  Com- 
lU&ioners  under  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  of  tbe 
venty-second  day  of  February,  in  the  year  eigh- 
«i)  hundred  and  nineteen :  Provididj  dUoy  That, 
I  all  cases  where  the  person  or  persons,  in  whose 
ame,  or  for  whose  benefit  and  mterest  the  afore- 
lid  awards  shall  be  made,  shall  be  in  debt  and 
1  arrears  to  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of 
ie  Treasurv  shall  retain  the  same  out  of  the 
mount  of  tne  aforesaid  awards,  in  the  first  in- 
tance,  and  a  warrant  or  certificate,  as  the  case 
nay  be,  shall  only  issue  for  the  balance. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  sum, 
qual  to  what  will  be  necessary  to  pay  the  interest 
rhich  may  accrue  on  the  said  stock,  to  the  end  ot 
be  present  year  be,  and  the  same  is  herebV}  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose,  to  be  paid  out  or  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appro- 
triated. 

Approved,  May  24, 1824. 

^D  Act  proTiding  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  Seat  of 
GoTernment  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  and  for  other 

pQrposes. 

Be  U  enacttdj  f>c^That  there  shall  be,  and  hereby 
H  granted  to  the  Territory  of  Florida,  one  entire 
aarter  section  of  land,  or  fractional  section,  not 
xceediog  in  quantity  one  quarter  section,  for  the 
^eat  of  Government  in  that  Territory,  to  be 
ocated  previously  to  the  sale  of  the  adjacent  lands, 
loder  toe  authority  of  the  Governor  thereof  at 
^c  point  selected  for  the  permanent  Seat  of  Gov- 
rnment  for  said  Territory. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Gov- 
iraor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory 
(foresaid,  or  a  majority  thereof,  be,  and  they  are 
jereby,  authorized  to  adopt  such  measures  as  to 
Mm  may  seem  expedient  for  the  sate  of  said  tract 
n  land,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of 
lising  a  fund  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings 
Usaid  Seat  of  Government. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
>Qd  hereby  are,  reserved  from  sale,  three  entire 
tt&rter  sections  of  lands  of  the  United  States, 
^%  contiguous  to,  and  adjoining,  tbe  quarter 
^tioQ  granted  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  to 
located  by  the  Governor  of  said  Territory, 


Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-three,  entitled  "An  act  amending 
and  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to 

{>rovide  for  the  survey  and  disposal  of  the  public 
ands  in  Florida,'"  as  prevents  the  appointment  of 
a  surveyor  for  Florida,  until  the  Commissioners 
shall  have  decided  and  reported  on  the  private 
cUf  ms  in  said  Territory  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed ;  and  the  Eastern  and  Western  land  dis- 
tricts in  said  Territory  shall  be  divided  and  sepa- 
rated by  the  Sowaney  river,  and  not  by  the 
ancient  line  of  division  between  the  provinces  of 
East  and  West  Florida,  as  prescribed  by  the  eighth 
aeetioQ  of  the  act  aforesaid. 
Approved,  May  24, 1824. 


An  Act  concerning  Invalid  Pensions. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  SecreUry  of  War 
be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  place  the  follow- 
ing named  persons  on  the  list  of  invalid  pension* 
ers  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  be  entitled  to 
and  receive  pensions  according  to  the  rates  and 
commencing  at  the  times  hereinafter  raentioned-*- 
that  is  to  say : 

Andrew  Gontl,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month ;  to  commence  on  the  third  day  of  Decern* 
ber.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one. 

James  Wilsdn,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month ;  to  commence  the  first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eifht  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

William  Parker,  Rock)  and  Thomas,  three  Sen- 
eca Indians,  residing  at  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  month, 
each ;  to  commence  the  first  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Approved,  May  19, 1824. 

An  Act  aupplementary  to  the  several  acts  providing 
for  aseerttining  and  adjuatiDg  tbe  titles  and  claims 
to  land  in  the  St.  Helena  and  Jackson  Conrthoose 
Land  Dbtriets. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  claimants  of  lands  within 
the  limits  of  the  land  district  of  St.  Helena,  as 
established  bv  the  act  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  April, 
one  thousana  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  entitled 
'*An  act  for  ascertaining  the  titlesand  claims  to  laiids 
in  that  part  of  Louisiana  which  lies  east  of  the  riv* 
er  Mississippi  and  island  of  New  Orleans,"  whose 
claims  have  been  presented  to  the  commissioner 
appointed  to  receive  and  examine  claims  and  titles 
to  lands  in  said  district^  or  to  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver, acting  as  commissioners,  under  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  entitled  "An  act  for 
acyustio^  tbe  claims  to  lands  and  establishing^ 
land  omces  in  the  districts  east  of  the  island  of 
New  Orleans,  and  which  have  not  been  reported 
to  Congress,  or  whose  claiois  have  not  been  here- 
tofore presented  to  the  said  commissioner,  or  to 
the  register  and  receiver  acting  as  commissioners, 
be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  January  next  to 
present  their  titles  and  claims,  and  the  evidence 
in  support  of  the  same,  to  the  register  and  receiver 
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of  the  said  district,  whose  powers  and  duties  in 
relatioQ  to  the  same  shall  in  alt  respects  be  gov- 
erned by  the  provisions  of  the  acts  before  recited, 
and  of  the  act  of  the  eighth  of  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  entitled  *'An  act 
suppleoientary  to  the  several  acts  for  adjusting  the 
claims  to  land  and  establishing  Jand  omces  in  the 
districts  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans." 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
register  and  receiver  shall  have  power  to  ap- 
point a  clerk,  who  shall  be  a  person  capable  of 
translating  the  French  and  Spanish  languages, 
and  who  ^hall  perform  the  duty  of  translator,  and 
such  other  duty  as  roav  be  required  by  said  regis- 
ter and  receiver;  and  the  said  register  and  re- 
ceiver shall  each  be  allowed,  as  a  compensation 
for  their  services,  in  relation  to  the  said  claims, 
and  for  the  services  to  be  performed  under  the 
provisions  of  the  several  acts  to  which  this  is  a  sup- 
plement, at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  dollars  a  year ; 
and  the  clerk  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  a  year;  and  the  clerk  employed  by 
the  said  register  and  receiver,  last  year,  shall  be 
allowed,  for  the  services  then  rendered  by  him, 
nine  months'  salary,  at  the  same  rate;  which 
several  sums  of  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated :  Provided,  That  no  more  than  two  y<?ars' 
compensation  be  thus  allowed  to  either  the  register 
and  receiver,  or  their  clerk ;  and  the  payment  of 
the  whole,  or  any  portion  of  the  aforesaid  com- 
pensation, may  be  withheld  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  until  a  report  shall  have  been  made 
to  him,  of  the  performance  of  the  services  for 
which  the  same  is  allowed. 

Sec.  3.  Awi  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  clerk 
employed  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  public 
moneys  at  St.  Helena  Courthouse,  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  services  per- 
formed by  him,  as  clerk  to  the  said  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  public  moneys  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  all  dona- 
tion claims  which  may  be  presented  to  the  said 
register  and  receiver,  under  this  act,  and  all  claims 
founded  on  complete  or  incomplete  titles,  which 
mav  be  so  presented,  not  heretofore  surveyed, 
shall  be  surveyed  at  the  expense  of  the  claimants. 
.  Sec.  5.  And  be  il  further  enacted.  That  the  prin- 
cipal deputy  surveyor  of  the  United  States  for  St. 
Helena  district,  shall  reside  at  such  place,  in  the 
said  district,  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  explanatory  of  an  set,  entitled  '*An  set  to  pro- 
vide for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  to  the 
United  States  by  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands, 
approved  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  May,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-four." 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  benefits  and  privi- 
leges of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  ^^An  act  to 
provide  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  to 
the  United  States,  by  the  purchasers  of  public 


lands,"  approved  on  the  eighteenth  daj  of  Mtf. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  t weoty-foor,  of 
which  this  act  is  explanatory,  be  extended  to  tiioR 
persons  who  have  obtained  certificates  of  fonber 
credit,  for  any  half  quarter  section,  or  for  tor  ^e- 
tional  section  of  land,  under  the  provisioosofaer 
of  the  several  laws  for  the  relief  of  porcfaasenof 
public  lands,  referred  to  in  the  said  act,ofwiuck 
this  is  explanatory. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  fwrOier  enacUd,  That  all  reitt- 
quishments  of  land,  which  shall  be  executed  os^ 
the  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  the  eigbtetfi'.h 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  m 
twenty- four,  or  under  the  provisions  of  this  ui 
shall  be  filed  with  the  register  of  the  land  office 
at  which  the  land  was  purchased ;  asy  ibis.? 
in  the  said  act  of  the  eighteenth  of  Haj,  m 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  of  wiu:: 
this  is  explanatory,  to  the  contrary  notwithstandisg. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Aet  changing  the  mode  of  surveying  the  pdik 
lands  on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or  water  eo«i» 

Be  U  enacted,  ^.,  That  whenever,  in  the  opti- 
ion  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,a^ 
parture  from  the  ordinary  mode  of  surveying  ha^ 
on  any  river,  lake,  bayou,  or  water  coarse,  w^ 
promote  the  public  interest,  he  may  direct  tbe  Sv- 
veyor  General,  in  whose  district  such  laod  is  ax&' 
ated,  and  where  the  change  is  intended  to  be  mak 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Presiieit 
may  prescribe,  to  cause  the  lands  thus  sitoaieit 
be  surveyed  in  tracts  of  two  acres  in  width,  froc!* 
ing  on  any  river,  bayon,  lake,  or  water  coant, 
and  running  back  the  depth  of  forty  acres;  vbt: 
tracts  of  land,  so  surveyed,  shall  be  offered  for  ssk 
entire,  instead  of  in  half  quarter  sectioDs^aod  c 
the  usual  manner,  and  on  the  same  terms,  ifli- 
respects,  as  the  other  public  lands  of  the  Uaiie^ 
States. 

Approved,  May  24, 1824. 


An  Act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  **An  tHotaed 
an  act  for  the  eMabtishment  of  a  Territoriil  Gf^ 
ernment  in  Florida,  and  for  other  purpotei.'' 

Be  U  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  judicial  powff  ^ 
the  Territory  of  Florida  shall  be  vested  lo  uiw 
superior  courts,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  tL\ 
justices  of  the  peace  as  the  Legislative  Cooacil  c. 
the  Territory  may,  from  time  lo  time,  esublia- 
There  shall  be  a  superior  court  for  that  parte. 
the  Territory  situated  to  the  west  of  the  Ap- 
chicola,  to  consist  of  one  judge ;  he  shall  boid^ 
court  on  the  first  Mondays  in  May  and  ^o^ 
her,  in  each  and  every  year,  at  Pensacola,  aad  i- 
such  other  times  and  places  as  the  Legiaai^^ 
Council  may  direct.  There  shall  be  a  »aper^ 
court  for  that  part  of  the  Territory,  siiuaw  v- 
tween  the  Apalachicola  and  Suwannee  nj^ 
to  consist  of  one  judge;  he  shaU  koW  bis«^' 
on  the  first  Mondays  of  April  and  Octobe;^ 
each  and  every  year,  at  the  seat  of  goferaB^ 
in  said  Territory,  and  at  such  other  umw  »^ 
places  as  the  Legislative  Council  may  dirw'^ 
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'here  shall  be  a  superior  court  for  that  part  of 
lie  Territory  situated  to  the  east  and  south  of 
ie  Suwannee  river,  to  coa^ist  of  ooe  judge ;   he 
ball  hold   court  on  the  first  Monday  in  Majr 
od  November,  in  each  and  every  year,  at  St. 
Augustine,  and  at  such  other  times  and  places 
IS  the  Legislative  Council  shall  direct.     Within 
IS  limits,  herein  described,  each  court  shall  have 
urisdiclion  in  all  criminal  cases,  and  exclusive 
urisdictioQ  in  all  capital  offences,  and  original 
urisdiction  in  all  civil  cases  of  the  value  ot  one 
lundred  dollars,  arising  under  the  laws  of  the 
Territory  now  in  force,  or  which  may,  at  any 
ime  hereafter,   be  enacted   by   the  Legislative 
Council,  and   shall  have  and  exercise  appellate 
jurisdiction  over  the  inferior  courts  of  said  Ter- 
ritory,   fiach  judge  shall  appoint  a  clerk,  who 
shall  reside,  respectively,  at  the  place  where  his 
said  court  is,  or  may,  by  law,  be,  directed  to  be 
held,  and  they  shall  keep  the  records  there.   Each 
clerk  shall  receive  for  bis  services,  in  all  cases 
arising  under  the  laws  of  the  Territory,  such  fees 
as  shall  be  established  by  the  Legislative  Council. 
And  writs  of  error  and  appeal  from  the  final  de- 
cision of  the  said  superior  courts,  authorized  by 
this  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  made  to  the  ap* 
pellate  court  of  said  Territory,  hereinafter  pro- 
vided for,  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  regu- 
lations, as  the  Legislative  Council  may  direct ; 
and,  until  the  Legislative  Council  shall  have  made 
6uch  regulation^,  writs  of  error  and  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  said  superior  courts  shall  be 
made  to  the  appellate  court  of  the  Territory,  in  the 
same  manner  that  writs  of  error  and  appeals  are 
taken  and  prosecuted  in  the  next  adjoining  State. 
Sec.  2.   And  be  it  further  enacttd^   That  each 
of  the  said  superior  courts  shall,  moreover,  have 
and  exercise  the  same  jurisdiction  within  its  lim- 
its, in  all  cases  arising  under  the  laws  and  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  which,  by  an  act 
to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United 
States,  approved  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
Bine,  and  ^^An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  approved  the  second  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  was 
vested  in  the  court  of  Kentucky  district.    The 
first  six  days  of  eaeh  term  of  the  raid  courts, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  shall 
^  appropriated  to  the  trial  of  causes  arising 
tinder  the. laws  and  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates.    And  Writs  of  error  and  appeal  from  the 
decisions  in  the  said  superior  courts,  authorized 
hy  this  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  made  to  the 
Appellate  court  o(  said  Territory,  in  such  manner, 
^^^  under  such  regulations,  as  the  Legislative 
Council  shall  direct.    The  clerks,  respectively, 
shall  keep  the  records  at  the  places  where  the 
courts  are  held,  and  no  one  clerk  shall,  by  himself 
oi*  deputy,  officiate  at  more  than  one  place  for 
holding  said  courts;  they  shall  receive,  in  all 
cases  under  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  the  same  fees  which  the  clerks  of 
the  district  court  of  the  next  adjoining  State  re- 
ceive for  similar  services. 
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Ssc.  3.  Arid  be  it  fMher  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  appointed,  for  each  of  the  said  courts,  a 
person,' learned  in  the  law,  to  act  as  attorneys  of 
the  United  States,  as  well  as  for  the  Territory, 
each  of  whom  shall  receive  the  same  fees,  both  in 
civil  and  criminal  cases,  as  are  received  by  the 
district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  of  the  next 
adjoining  State,  for  similar  services ;  and  shall, 
moreover,  receive,  as  a  full  compensation  for  extra 
services,  annually,  the  same  salary  as  is  provided, 
by  law,  for  the  district  attorney  of  the  district  of 
Kentuckv,  to  be  paid,  quarterly,  by  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States.  There  snail,  also,  be 
appointed,  for  each  of  the  said  courts,  a  marshal, 
who  shall  perform  the  same  duties,  be  subject  to 
the  same  regulations  and  penalties,  and  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  fees,  to  which  marshals,  in  other 
districts,  are  entitled  for  similar  services;  and 
shall,  in  addition,  be  paid  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
dollars,  annually,  as  a  compensation  for  extra  ser- 
vices ;  and  shall,  also,  be  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions and  penalties  as  the  Legislative  Council 
shall  impose,  while  acting  under,  and  in  virtue 
of,  the  Territorial  laws.  Each  judge  shall  re- 
ceive a  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num, to  be  paid,  quarterly,  by  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Stales. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  organized  in  said  Territory  a  court  of  ap- 
peals, to  be  composed  of  the  judges  of  the  supe- 
rior courts  of  the  said  Territory,  any  two  of  whom 
shall  be  a  quorum,  and  shall  hold  annually,  at  the 
seat  of  Government  of  said  Territory,  one  session, 
commencing  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  in 
each  and  every  year.  The  senior  judge  shall  be 
the  presiding  judge  of  said  court,  and  the  other 
judffes  shall  have  precedence  according  to  the  date 
of  their  commissions,  or,  where  their  commissions 
are  of  the  same  date,  according  to  their  respective 
ages.  That  the  said  court  may,  by  any  one  of  its 
judges  being  present,  be  adjourned  from  day  to 
day,  until  a  quorum  be  convened  ;  and,  if  no  one 
of  its  judges  be  present,  by  the  marshal  of  said 
court,  until  a  quorum  be  convened;  and  the  dis- 
trict attorney,  marshal,  and  clerk,  of  the  superior 
court  of  the  middle  district  shall  be  oflScers  of  the 
said  court  of  appeals ;  and  writs  of  error  and  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  the  said  court  shall  be 
made  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  regula- 
tions, as  from  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States,  where  the  amount  in  controversj^  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  oath  or  aflSrmation  of  either 
party,  shall  exceed  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  the  act,  of  which  this  is  an  amendment,  as  re- 
quires the  Legislative  Council  of  said  Territory 
to  commence  its  sessions  on  the  first  Monday  in 
May,  in  each  and  every  year^  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed  ;  and  the  said  Legislative  Coun- 
cil shall  hereafter  hold  a  session  in  every  year, 
commencing  on  the  second  Monday  in  November, 
in  each  and  every  year,  but  shall  not  continue 
louffer  in  session  than  four  weeks  after  the  first 
session,  which  shall  not  continue  longer  in  session 
than  eight  weeks;  to  be  held  at  the  seat  of  Got- 
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ernment  in  said  Territory,  or  at  such  other  place 
or  places  as  the  Governor  and  Council  may  from 
time  to  time  direct. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  ii  farther  enacted^  That  so  much 
of  the  act,  of  which  this  is  an  amendment,  aa  re- 
quires that  the  Grovernor  of  Florida  shall  not 
leave  the  Territory  without  the  permission  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Aet  to  authorise  masters  of  ▼etself  in  certain 
cases  to  clear  out  either  at  the  Custom-House  of 
Petersburg  or  that  of  Riehmond. 

Be  U  enacUdy  ^,  That  any  ship  or  vessel,  owned 
by.  or  consi|rned  to,  any  person  or  persons  in  the 
collection  district  of  Richmond,  and  which  shall 
be  loaded,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  the  district  of 
Petersburg,  by  such  owner  or  owners,  consignee 
or  consignees,  may  be  cleared  out  by  the  Collector 
of  the  district  of  Richmond,  on  application  of  the 
owner,  consignee,  or  captain,  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel :  Provided,  That  the  entire  car^o  shall  be  bona 
fide  taken  or  shipped  from  the  district  of  Rich- 
mond. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 

An  Act  to  alter  the  timei  of  holding  the  Circuit  and 
District  Courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  South  Carolina. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  instead  of  the  times  now 
established  by  law,  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  dis- 
trict of  South  Carolina  shall  annually  be  holden 
as  follows,  to  wit :  at  Charleston  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  April,  and  at  Columbia  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  November. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  all  suits, 
actions,  writs,  processes,  and  other  proceedings, 
which  now  are  pending  in  said  Circuit  Court,  or 
which  now  are.  or  may  hereafter  be,  commenced 
for,  or  returnable  to,  the  said  Circuit  Court,  at  the 
times  and  places  heretofore  established,  shall  be 
returnable  to,  heard,  tried,  and  determined,  in  the 
said  Circuit  Court,  at  the  times  and  places  hereby 
respectively  established  for  the  holding  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  times  of 
holding  the  District  Courts  of  the  United  States 
at  Laurens  Courthouse,  South  Carolina,  shall 
be  so  altered  that  the  said  Court  s^hall  hereafter 
convene  on  the  Tuesday  next  ensuing,  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  at  Columbia. 

Approved,  May  25,  1824. 

An  Act  authorizing  the  employment  of  additional 
clerk«,  and  certain  messengers  and  aMiatants,  and 
other  penons,  in  the  aeveral  Departments. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
respective  Deoartmenu,  hereinafter  mentioned,  to 
employ  the  following  clerks,  in  addition  to  those 
authorized  by  existing  laws,  that  is  to  say : 

In  the  Treasury  Department,  one  clerx,  whose 
salary  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum ; 


In  the  ofi&ce  of  the  Treasurer,  ooe  clerk,  wbi^ 
salary  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  eight  huodrd 
dollars,  and  one  assistant  to  the  chief  derk,  wiast 
salary  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  four  huBdred 
dollars  per  annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  one  eterk. 
whose  salary  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  fosr 
hundred  dollars,  and  two  clerks,  whose  sibriei. 
respectively,  shall  not  exceed  one  thoosand  oae 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ; 

In  the  Navy  Department,  one  clerk,  whose  al- 
ary shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Nary  Commisyooers,  three 
clerks,  and  one  draughtsman,  whose  salaries  tt 
spectively,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  oae  tkca- 
sand  dollarsper annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Postmaster  General,  fo;i- 
clerks,  whose  salaries,  respectivdy,  shall  not  o- 
ceed  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  per  aaQsa. 
and  two  clerks,  whose  salaries,  respectively  siuL 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  doUan  psr 
annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Commisary  Geaeiil  g 
Subsistence,  two  clerks,  whose  salaries,  togetie 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  two  thousand  fs^ 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum ; 

In  the  Engineer  Department,  two  clerks,  whaft 
salaries,  together,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  vs. 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  peris- 
num ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Surgeon  General,  one  cki 
whose  salary  shall  not  exraed  the  sum  of  one  us- 
sand  one  hundred  and  fifty  doUars  per  aaoom; 

In  the  office  of  the  Commissary  OeoenU 
Purchases,  three  clerks,  whose  salaries  tofetat? 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  three  thoosaod  sf; 
hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  JMher  enacted,  That  i($^- 
be  lawful  for  the  officers  of  the  Oepartmeois  t 
employ,  in  their  respective  offices,  messeiufer&.*^ 
sistants,  and  other  persons,  as  follows,  thai  i^t. 
say : 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Sute,  one  ib& 
senger  and  assistant,  at  a  compensatioo  nota- 
ceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars  peraBfiiB'| 

In  the  Patent  Office,  one  machinist^  at  ac<»> 
pensation  not  exceeding  seven  hundred  dGu^j 
and  one  messenger,  at  a  compensation  notextev 
ing  four  hundred  doUars  per  annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  SecreUry  of  the  Iretsf^ 
one  messenger  and  assistant,  whose  compeo^^^^ 
together,  shall  not  exceed  one  thoussaad  aod 
dollars  per  annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  First  Comptroller,  ooe 
senger,  and  assistant,  at  a  compensatioa,  tccet 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  doUirs 
annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Second  Comptroii^- 
messenger,  at  a  compensation  not  exeeedisg  ^ 
hundred  dollars  |)er  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor,  one  \ntf 
ger,  at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  seres  ^ 
dred  dollars  per  annum  ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor,  ooe 
senger,  at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  ^^ 
hundred  dollars  per  annum  ', 
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Id  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  one  messen- 
it,  and  assistant,  at  a  compensation,  together,  not 
cceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum; 
To  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  one  mes- 
!Dger,  at  a  compensation,  not  exceeding  seven 
iindred  dollars  per  annum  ; 
lo  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  one  messen- 
?r,  at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  seven  hun- 
red  dollars  per  annum : 

In  the  office  of  the  Treasurer,  one  messenger, 
;  a  compensation  not  exceeding  seven  hundred 
hilars  per  annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gene- 
il  Land  Office,  one  messenger,  and  laborer,  at  a 
)inpensation,  together,  not  exceeding  eleven  hun- 
red  and  Mty  doQars  per  annnm ; 
In  the  omce  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
ae  messenger,  and  assistant,  at  a  compensation, 
igether,  not  exceeding  one  thousiand  and  fifty 
hilars  per  annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  one  mes- 
*Dger,  and  assistant,  at  a  compensation,  together, 
Dt  exceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars  per 
snum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Paymaster  General,  one 
lessenger,  at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  seven 
ondred  dollars  per  annum ; 
In  the  office  of  Commissary  General  of  P ur- 
eases, one  messenger,  at  a  compensation  not  ex- 
ceding  seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum ; 
In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  one 
le.'^seoger,  and  assistant,  at  a  compensation,  to- 
etber,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  dol- 
rs  per  annum ; 

1q  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy, 
le  messenger,  at  a  compensation  not  exceeding 
!ven  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ; 
Iq  the  office  of  the  Postmaster  General,  one 
lesisenger,  and  assistant,  at  a  compensation,  to- 
nber,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  and  fifty  dol- 
Ts  per  annum ; 

In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  one 
lesseoger,  at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  seven 
undred  dollars ; 

Id  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
'sentatives,  three  clerks,  at  a  compensation  not 
cceeding  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  each ; 
nd  one  messenger,  whose  salary  shall  not  ex- 
>ed  seven  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  sum 
r  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirteen  dol- 
irs  and  seventy-five  cents  is  hereby  appropriated 
>r  one  additional  clerk  in  the  Department  of  the 
lavy,  and  for  four  additional  clerks  in  the  Gen- 
ral  Post  Office,  including  the  sum  of  nine  hun* 
red  and  thirteen  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents, 
ue  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  General  Post  Office, 
uring  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
tro,  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
iree. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 

kD  Act  in  farther  addition  to  **An  act  to  establish  an 
uniform  rule  of  Naturalization,  and  to  repeal  the 
act«  heretofore  passed.** 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  any  alien,  being  a  free 


white  person  and  a  minor,  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  who  shall  have  resided  in  the  United 
States  three  years  next  preceding  his  arriving  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  who  shall  have 
continued  to  reside  therein  to  the  time  he  may 
make  application  to  be  admitted  a  citizen  thereof, 
may,  after  he  arrives  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  after  he  shall  have  resided  five  years 
within  the  United  States,  including  the  three  years 
of  his  minority,  be  admitted  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  without  having  made  the  declaration 
required  in  the  first  condition  of  the  first  section 
of  the  act  to  which  this  is  [in]  addition,  three 
years  previous  to  his  admission :  Provided^  such 
alien  shall  make  the  declaration  required  therein 
at  the  time  of  bis  or  her  admission ;  and  shall 
further  declare,  on  oath,  and  prove,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  court,  that,  for  three  years  next  pre- 
ceding, it  has  been  the  Inma  fidt  intention  of  such 
alien  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ; 
and  shall,  in  all  other  respects,  comply  with  the 
laws  in  regard  to  naturalization. 

Sec.  2.  Aryd  he  H  furtKer  encKted^  That  no  cer- 
tificates of  citizenship,  or  naturalization,  hereto- 
fore obtained  from  any  court  of  record  within  the 
United  States,  shall  be  deemed  invalid,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  omission  to  comply  with  the  requi- 
sition of  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  relative  to  evidence  in  cases  of  naturalization," 
passed  the  twenty-second  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  decla- 
ration required  by  the  first  condition  specified  in 
the  first  section  of  the  act,  to  which  this  is  an  act 
in  addition,  shall,  if  the  same  has  been  bona  fide 
made  before  the  clerks  of  either  of  the  courts  in 
the  said  condition  named,  be  as  valid  as  if  it  had 
been  made  before  the  said  courts,  respectivelv. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  aecla- 
ratioa  by  any  alien,  being  a  free  white  person,  of 
his  intended  application  to  be  admitted  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  made  in  the  manner  and 
form  prescribed  in  the  first  condition  specified  in 
the  first  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  ad- 
dition, two  years  before  his  admission,  shall  be  a 
sufficient  compliance  with  said  condition ;  any- 
thing in  the  said  act,  or  in  any  subsequent  act,  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  *<An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  officers,  volunteers,  and  other  per- 
sons, engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the 
Seminole  Indians,  passed  the  fourth  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two." 

Be  it  eruLcted,  fc,  That  the  proper  accounting 
officer  of  the  Treasury  Department  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  directed  to  sive  such  construction  to  the 
act  ot  the  fourth  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two.  as  that  its  provisions  shall 
extend  to  the  claims  of  the  volunteer,  field,  and 
staff*  officers,  engaged  in  the  campaign  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,  against  the  Seminole  In- 
dians, who  lost  liorses  or  the  necessary  equipage 
thereof,  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  said  act,  and 
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also  to  the  claims  of  all  the  volunteer  officers  or 
soldiers  eogaeed  in  the  campaign  aforesaid,  who, 
-without  any  fault  or  negligence  on  their  part,  re- 
spectively, lost  horses,  or  the  necessary  equipage 
thereof,  in  battle. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  farther  enadtei,  That  the  proper 
accounting  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to 
audit  and  settle  the  claims  of  all  owners  of 
wagons  and  teams,  and  others,  for  any  horse  or 
horses  impressed  into  the  public  service  during  the 
said  Seminole  campaign:  Provided^  That  such 
impressment,  and  the  value  of  said  horse  or  horses, 
be  satisfactorily  proved,  and  that  it  shall,  also,  be 
satisfactorily  proved  that  such  horse  or  horses 
were  not  returned  to  their  owners,  and  that  any 
compensation  which  may  have  been  allowed  and 
paid  for  the  service  of  said  horse  or  horses,  after 
the  time  of  their  impressment,  be  deducted. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
amount  of  such  claims,  so  audited  and  settled, 
when  ascertained,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  tupplenientary  to  an  act,  approved  ott  the 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nineteen,  entitled  **An  act  providing  for  the  cor- 
rection of  errors  in  making  entriea  of  land  at  the 
land  offices.'' 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  when  any  mistake,  in 
relation  to  the  correct  numbers  of  any  tract  of 
land,  not  exceeding  in  quantity  one  half  section, 
may  have  been  heretofore  made  by  any  purchaser 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  at  private 
sale,  and  where  one  or  more  payments  shall  have 
been  made  by  the  person  making  the  entry,  on 
any  tract  entered  by  mistake,  and  where  such 
payment  has  not  been  forfeited,  previously  to*the 
passing  of  this  act,  for  a  failure  to  complete  the 
payments  on  such  tract;  and  where  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers  may  not,  in  relation  to  said  tract, 
have  in  any  way  taken  advantage  of  the  provis* 
ions  of  the  act  of  the  second  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  entitled  "An  act  uir  the 
relief  of  the  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty,"  or  of  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  or 
the  act  continuing  in  force  said  supplementary 
act,  and  where  the  person  or  persons  making  the 
purchase,  has  not,  in  any  way,  transferred  his,  her, 
or  their  right  to  the  certificate  of  purchase,  or  the 
tract  so  purchased,  and  where  no  patent  shall 
have  issued  for  the  tract  so  erroneously  pur- 
chased; and,  also,  in  all  cases  of  an  entry  here- 
after made,  of  a  tract  of  land  not  intended  to  be 
entered,  by  a  mistake  of  the  true  numbers  of  the 
tract  intended  to  be  entered,  where  the  tract,  thus 
erroneously  entered,  does  not,  in  qoaniity,  exceed 
one  half  section ;  and.  where  the  certificate  of  the 
original  purchaser  or  purchasers  has  not  been  as- 
signed, or  the  right  of  the  original  purchaser  or 
purchasers  in  any  way  transferred,  and  where  six 
months,  from  the  time  the  entry  shall  have  been 
made,  may  not  have  elapsed,  or  the  patent  issued 


for  the  tract  erroneously  entered,  the  purchaxr 
or  purchasers,  or,  in  case  of  his,  her,  or  iher 
death,  the  legal  representatives,  (oot  beiog  as- 
signees or  transferrees,)  may,  either  in  case«  cf 
entry  before  or  after  the  passing  of  this  ict,ud 
in  any  case  coming  within  its  provisions,  file  bh. 
her,  or  their  own  affidavit  or  affidavits,  with  son 
additional  evidence  as  can  be  procured,  shovii^ 
the  mistake  of  the  numbers  of  the  tract  ime&dd 
to  be  entered,  and  that  every  reasonable  prfc«&- 
tion  and  exertion  had  been  used  to  avoid  'if 
error,  with  the  register  and  receiver  of  ibe  kii 
district  within  which  such  tract  of  laod  issitih 
ated,  who  shall  transmit  the  evidence  soboiin^ 
to  them  in  each  case,  together  with  their  writtr. 
opinion  or  opinions,  both  as  to  the  existence  r 
the  mistake,  and  the  credibility  of  each  per<c: 
testifying  thereto,  to  the  Commissioner  of  !^ 
General  Land  Onice,  who,  if  he  be  entirelrsatb 
fied  the  mistake  has  been  made,  and  that  erer. 
reasonable  precaution  and  exertion  had  y. 
made  to  avoid  it,  shall  be  authorized  to  chitr 
the  entry,  and  transfer  the  payment  fromb. 
tract  erroneously  entered,  to  that  intended  ta^ 
entered,  if  unsold  ;  but,  if  sold,  to  any  other  irat; 
liable  to  entry:  Provided,  That  the  oath  oft:: 
person  or  persons  interested  shall,  in  no  case.? 
deemed  sufficient,  in  the  absence  of  other  eorrf> 
orating  testimony,  to  authorize  any  such  ch^i^' 
of  entry :  And  provided,  also,  That  nothing  b?fa 
contained  shall  affect  the  right  of  third  per^os). 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  eiiher  12J 
register  or  receiver  may  administer  all  oaths  to^ 
made  under  the  provisions  of  this  act;andere7 
person  knowingly,  wilfully,  and  corruptly, s^Q^- 
ing  falsely  on  any  oath  administered  to  blac 
her,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall,  oai: 
dictment  and  conviction  for  such  ofience,  befo^ 
any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction  totrfib 
same,  suflfer  the  pains  and  penalties  of  wilful  aei 
corrupt  perjury. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That,  for  eferr 
oath  administered  under  the  provisions  of  this  tr*- 
the  register  and  receiver  shall  be  allowed  the  sua 
of  twenty-five  cents,  and  twenty  cents  for  crerr 
hundred  words  of  the  evidence  received  andinsi^ 
mitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Us 2 
Office,  to  be  paid  by  the  party  making  applicaii^- 
for  a  change  of  entry. 

Approved,  May  24,  1824. 


An  Act  to  compensate  William  Cocke  for  certtiDO^ 
tary  services  rendered  the  United  Sutef  doriofth; 
late  war,  and  for  the  relief  of  John  T.  Jobniofi* 
Be  U  enacted,  f  c.  That  there  be  paid  to  Wi- 
liam  Cocke,  formerly  of  the  Tennessee  guoB^ 
out  of  the  moneys  of  the  Treasury,  not  other*i* 
appropriated,  two  months'  full  pay  and  etna^' 
ments,  as  a  colonel  in  the  infantry  of  the  annt  ■ 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  Ufwrther  enacted.  That  the  prcf^ 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Departm^:^ 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed,  in  the  setiieoei 
of  the  accounts  of  John  T.  Johnson,  for  ^^"^ 
rendered  in  the  late  war  against  Greit  Bri!4i3, 
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uring  the  time  he  acted  as  volunteer  aid  to  Ma- 
}r  General  William  H.  Harrison,  to  allow  him 
lie  pay  of  a  Captain,  with  the  additional  pay  and 
moluments  allowed  by  law  to  the  aids  o(  Majors 
renerai. 
Approved,  May  18, 1824. 


LD  Act  resenring  to  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  lodiani  a 
certain  tract  of  land,  in  lieu  of  a  reaervation  made 
to  them  by  treaty. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is, 
eserved,  for  the  ase  of  the  chiefs  and  tribe  of 
rVyandot  Indians,  subject  to  the  conditions  and 
imitations  of  the  former  reservation,  the  northeast 
[aarter  of  section  numbered  two,  in  township  two, 
iQd  range  seventeen,  south  of  the  base  line,  of 
and,  in  the  Delaware  land  district,  in  the  State 
if  Ohio,  in  lieu  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
if  land,  on  the  west  side  of,  and  adjoining,  the 
Sandusiy  river,  and  which  was  reserved  to  said 
ribe  of  Indians,  by  a  supplementary  treaty  be- 
vreen  the  United  States  and  certain  tribes  of  In- 
lians,  held  at  St.  Mary's,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
)Q  the  seventeenth  day  of  September,  eighteen 
lundred  and  eighteen,  on  condition  that  the  chiefs 
)(  said  Wyandot  tribe  first  relinquish  to  the  Uni- 
ed  States  all  the  right,  title,  and  claim,  of  said 
ribe,  to  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
eserved  by  said  supplementary  treaty. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


in  Act  to  fix  the  Western  boundary  line  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas,  and  for  other  purpoaes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  western  boundary 
ine  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  shall  begin  at  a 
K)int  forty  miles  west  of  the  southwest  corner  of 
he  State  of  Missouri,  and  ran  south,  to  the  right 
lank  of  the  Red  river,  and  thence,  down  the  river, 
md  with  the  Mexican  boundary,  to  the  line  oi 
he  State  of  Louisiana,  any  law  heretofore  made, 
o  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  farther  enacUd,  That  the  sum 
)f  two  thousand  dollars,  to  defray  the  expense  of 
unning  and  marking  said  boundary  line,  to  be  ex- 
)ended  under  the  directions  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appro- 
priated, to  be  paid  out  of  ai>y  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury, not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fwrQwt  enacted.  That  so  much 
}f  the  appropriation  of  sixty-five  thousand  dul- 
ars,  made  by  the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twenty-one,  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  treaty  of  the  eighteenth  [eighth]  of  Oc- 
tober, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,  with  the 
Choctaw  Indians,  as  remains  unexpended,  shall, 
ander  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  be  employed  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  the  said  act  of  third  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one,  any  law  to. the  contrary 
Dotwithstandinff. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fkirtJier  enacted.  That  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mo- 
ney in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  treating  with  the  Choctaw 


Indians,  to  obtain  a  modification  of  the  treaty  of 
October  eighteenth,  [eighth]  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  allow  the  bounty  to  vessels  employed  in 
the  Cod  Fisheries  in  certain  cases. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  any  vessel  which  shall 
be  licensed  according  to.  law,  for  the  cod  fishery, 
and  which  shall  have  completed  her  fishing  term, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  law,  and  thereby 
become  entitled  to  the  allowance  of  bounty,  shally 
in  returning  to  any  port  within  the  United  States, 
be  wrecked  or  lost,  the  owner  or  owners,  and  crew 
of  such  vessel,  shall,  on  satisfactory  proof  being 
made  to. the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  of  the 
wreck  or  loss  of  such  vessel,  be  entitled  to  the 
same  bounty  as  would  have  been  allowed,  had 
such  vessel  returned  to  port. 

Sec.  2.  At^d  he  it  fu,rthef  enacted,  That  any  ves- 
sel which  shall  have  completed  her  fishing  term, 
subsequent  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  in  addition 
to,  and  alteration  of,  an  act  entitled  ^An  act  lay- 
ing a  duty  on  imported  salt,  granting  a  bounty  on 
pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowance  to  certain 
vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries,"  passed  the  third 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine- 
teen, and  which  shall,  in  returning  to  any  port  ia 
the  united  States,  have  been  wrecked  or  lost,  the 
owner  or  owners,  and  crew,  of  such  fishing  ves- 
sel, shall  have  extended  to  them  the  provisions  of 
the  first  section  of  this  act. 

Approved,  May  26;  1824. 


An  Act  to  allow  further  time  to  complete  the  issuing 
and  locating  of  Military  Land  Warrants. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  authority  granted  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War,  by  an 
act,  approvea  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  to  issue 
warrants  for  the  military  land  bounties,  to  persons 
entitled  thereto,  shall  be  revived,  and  continued  in 
force  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  to  revive  and  extend  the  term  of  certain  pen- 
sions, which  have  expired  by  limitation. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  pensions  heretofore 

f ran  ted,  and  paid  out  of  the  Privateer  Pension 
'und,  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  ofi&cers, 
seamen,  and  marines^  as  were  slain,  or  died  in 
consequence  of  wounds^  or  casualties,  received 
while  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  on  board  the  pri- 
vate armed  ships  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
terms  for  the  payment  of  which  had  expired  by 
limitation,  before  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  revived, 
and  extended  to  such  widows  and  orphans,  with 
all  the  advantages,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  if 
their  respective  terms  had  not  expired  ;  subject  to 
the  provisions,  restrictions,  and  limitations,  of  an 
act,  passed  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
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twenty-four,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  revired, 
and  extended  to  such  widows  and  orphans,  with 
all  the  advantages,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  if 
their  respective  terms  had  not  expired  ;  subject  to 
the  provisions,  restrictions,  and  limitations,  of  an 
act,  passed  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-four,  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  term 
of  pensions  granted  to  persons  disabled,  and  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have  been 
slain,  or  who  have  died  in  consequence  of  wounds, 
or  casualties,  received  while  in  the  line  of  their 
duty,  on  board  the  private  armed  ships  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  during  the  late  war." 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  granting  a  tract  of  Und  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Point  Coapee,  on  certain  conditions. 

BeitenacUd,  fc,  That  the  right  of  the  United 
States,  to  a  tract  of  land,  forty  arpens  front,  upon 
the  Mississippi  river,  and  running  back  the  depth 
of  forty  arpiens,  at  a  remarkable  bend  on  said 
river,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  granted  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Point  Coupee,  within 
which  said  land  is  situated,  on  condition  that 
said  parish  shall,  at  all  times,  hereafter,  keep  a 
good  and  sufficient  levee  in  front  of  said  land, 
upon  the  river  Mississippi ;  and  if  they  should,  at 
any  time  hereafter,  cease  to  keep  up  such  good  and 
sufficient  levee,  the  land  shall  revert  to  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


discharge  of  any  future  claim  against  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fwriher  etiaded.  Thit  said 
claims  shall  not  be  located  or  entered  on  aof  lan^s 
except  those  which  may  have  been,  prerioos  tc 
the  making  of  said  entty^  offered  at  poblic  sale, 
nor  upon  any  lands  forfeited  or  relioqoisb«dtotlie 
United  States ;  nor  shall  any  entry  be  made  fort 
less  quantity  than  a  quarter  section:  Fmidti, 
Nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  esiry 
of  any  fraction. 

Appfoved,  May  24, 1824. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  John 
Donneleon,  Stephen  Heard,  and  others. 

Be  it  enactedj  ^c,  That  the  heirs  and  represen- 
tatives of  John  Don  nelson,  Stephen  Heard,  Wil- 
liam Downs,  Joseph  Martin,  John  Sevier,  and 
Thomas  Carr,  or  their  heirs  and  representatives, 
resitectively,  be,  and  thev  are  hereby,  authorizeo 
ana  empowered,  severally,  to  eater,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
five  thousand  acres  of  land,  at  anjr  time  within 
two  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act^  in  any 
land  office  in  either  of  the  States  of  Mississippi 
or  Alabama ;  being  the  amount  of  a  grant  made 
to  them,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  ot  Georgia,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighiy-six :  Frovided,  That  the  said 
claim  shall  be  satisfied  out  of  the  five  millions  of 
acres  of  land,  set  apart  by  the  act  of  Congress,  of  | 
the  third  of  March,  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred 
and  three,  pursuant  to  the  articles  of  agreement 
and  cession,  between  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the 
United  States,  entered  into  on  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two. 
Pravidtd,  aUo,  That  the  acceptance  of  the  grant 
hereby  made  shall  be  a  discharge  of  all  further 
claims  against  the  United  States  by  the  persons 
herein  named,  or  their  heirs  or  legal  representa- 
tives, under  the  said  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the 
United  States,  in  satisfaction  of  *^  certain  claims 
or  pretended  claims"  on  the  part  of  the  State  of 
Ckorgia ;  and  provided  that  this  bill  shall  be  a 


An  Act  to  aathoriia  the  ivoing  a  register  lo  ibe 
Brig  Wiltiam,  of  New  Fork. 

Be  it  tnacttdj,  ^.,  That  there  be  issoed^  aoiier 
the  direction  oi  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorr.a 
register  to  the  bri^  William,  a  British  reseL 
lately  called  the  Union,  which  vessel  was  stranded 
on  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  and  purchaspd 
by  William  Porter,  a  citizen  of  the  United  Siai& 
and  by  him  repaired  :  Provided,  It  shall  be  prard, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  TreiS' 
ry,  that  the  cost  of  the  repairs  made  in  the  United 
States,  after  the  purchase  of  the  said  vessel  bf  t^ 
present  owner,  exceeds  three-fourths  of  the  origi- 
nal cost  of  building  a  vend  of  the  same  toiuii|e 
in  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  21, 1824. 


An  Act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Colombiin  laititcte. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  there  be  granted,  ds- 
ring  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  to  the  Columbiu 
Institute,  for  the  promotion  of  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences, the  use  and  improvement  of  the  tract  of 
public  ground  in  Washington  City,  which  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  BoUnical  Gardes,  m 
the  occupancy  of  the  said  Columbian  Instiiote; 
on  the  north  by  the  Pennsylvania  Aveoae;  on 
the  west  by  the  Tiber  and  Canal  ^  and  on  ik 
south  by  the  Maryland  Avenue :  PrwOed,  Tbit. 
whenever  the  said  Columbian  lostitote  siiall  k 
dissolved,  or  cease  to  exist,  or  to  employ  the  aid 
tract  of  land  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  all  hfltl 
title,  and  interest,  hereby  granted  to  the  saffie. 
shall  revert  to.  and  vest  in,  the  United  States. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  die  ptymeatef 
the  cJaims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkioi,  late  Gortnfit 
of  the  8ute  of  New  York,  agaioet  the  tmM 
States. 

Be  U  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  sum  of  s^^f  ^^^^ 
sand  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  doUtn  aad 
twenty-four  cents,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  appre- 
priated,  to  be  paid  by  the  Secretarr  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  Oovernor  of  iK 
State  of  New  York,  in  full  for  the  balance  foood 
due  him,  for  his  services,  losses,  and  di^wr*- 
ments,  for,  or  on  account  of,  the  Unitwow^, 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britaio. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 
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An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  eorporfttion  of  the  Church 
of  St.  Anne,  and  to  authorize  the  ezteneion  of 
Larned  atreet,  in  the  town  of  Detroit. 

BeiienacUdj  ^c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  GoTernor  and  Judges  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  to  cause  Larned  street,  in  the  town  of 
Detroit,  to  be  continued,  westerly,  parallel  to  Jef- 
ferson avenue,  until  it  intersects  the  street  which 
tms  northerly  from  said  avenue,  at  right  angles 
therewith,  near  the  public  barn,  agreeable  to  the 
plan  of  the  town ;  and  to  cause  the  public  barn, 
aod  (be  pickets  bounding  the  military  reserve,  to 
be  removed  to  the  north  side  of  Lamed  street. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  iifurt^er  enacted^  That  so  much 
of  the  military  reserve,  lying  south  of  Larned 
i^lreet,  thus  extended,  as  is  included  in  the  deed 
from  the  said  Governor  and  Judges  to  the  Corpo- 
mtioQ  of  the  Catholic  Apostolic  and  Roman 
Church  of  St.  Anne,  of  Detroit,  on  the  11th  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
cQteea,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be, 
confirmed  to  the  said  corporation. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fwriher  enacted^  That  the  residue 
of  the  said  military  reserve,  between  Lamed  street 
aod  JeffprsOD  avenue,  included  within  the  pickets 
of  the  said  reserve,  and  bounded  west  by  said 
street,  which  runs  from  said  avenue  to  the  public 
barn,  and  east  by  the  east  bounds  of  the  nulitary 
reserve,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be, 
vested  in  the  said  Governor  and  Judges,  to  be 
disposed  of  as,  by  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the 
twenty-first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
adjustment  of  titles  of  land  in  the  town  of  De- 
troit, and  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  is  directed. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  regulate  the  Fees  of  the  Regiatera  of  Willa 
in  the  several  counties  within  the  Diatrict  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Be  it  enadedy  (^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  there  shall  be  allowed,  and  paid, 
tin  lieu  of  the  fees  now  allowed,)  to  each  ot  the 
Registers  of  Wills,  for  the  counties  of  Washing- 
ton aod  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
the  following  fees,  that  is  to  say : 

For  every  probate  of  will,  (where  there  is  no 
controversy,)  one  dollar ; 

For  granting  letters  testamentary,  seventy-five 
cents ; 

Annexing  will,  for  one  hundred  words,  twelve 
ftnd  ODe-half  cents; 

Registering  the  same,  for  one  hundred  words, 
twelve  [and]  a  half  cenu ; 

For  granting  letters  of  administration,  seventy- 
five  cents ; 

Every  bond  taken  of  executors,  administrators, 
or  guardians,  and  recording  the  same,  one  dollar 
and  fiftv  cents ; 

For  nling  and  entering  renunciation  of  exesu- 
tors,  or  widow,  twenty-five  cents ; 

For  exemplification  of  letters  testamentary,  or 
letters  of  administration,  under  seal,  one  dollar ; 

For  issuing  warrant,  under  seal,  to  appraisers, 
^n<l  warrant  to  swear  them,  fifty  cents ; 


For  notice  of  administraton  to  creditors,  and 
orders  thereon,  fifty  cents ; 

For  entering  caveat,  twenty-five  cents ; 

For  issuing  citation,  under  seal,  fifty  cents ; 

For  administering  every  oath,  or  affirmation, 
six  and  one-fourth  cents ; 

For  filing  list  of  articles  appraised,  twenty-five 
cents  ; 

For  filing  list  of  articles  sold  at  vendue,  twenty- 
five  cents ; 

For  recordintr  the  same,  (if  ordered  by  the 
Court,)  for  every  hundred  words,  twelve  and  one- 
half  cents ; 

For  stating,  passing,  and  filing  the  account  of 
an  executor,  administrator,  or  guardian,  not  ex- 
ceeding seventy-five  items,  three  dollars;  every 
additional  item,  two  cents ; 

For  examining  the  vouchers,  passing,  and  filing 
the  account  of  an  executor,  administrator,  or  guar- 
dian, (not  stated  by  the  Register.)  and  not  exceed- 
ing seventy-five  items,  two  dollars ;  eV^ry  addi- 
tional item,  two  cents ; 

For  copy  of  same,  under  seal,,  if  demanded,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  items,  one  dollar ;  every 
additional  item,  two  cents ;  seal  and  certificate, 
thirty-seven  cents  and  one^half ; 

For  subpoena,  thirty-seven  cents  and  one-half. 
All  witnesses  to  be  put  into  one  subpoena,  unless 
separate  ones  are  required  by  the  party.  For  every 
name  after  the  first,  six  cents  and  one-fourth. 

For  duces  tecum,  under  seal,  fiftv  cents ; 

For  every  search,  where  no  other  service  is 
performed  for  which  fees  are  allowed,  eighteea 
cents  and  three-fourths ; 

For  making  out,  and  filing,  the  balance  of  dis- 
tribution of  deceased  persons^estate^  for  each  heir, 
one  dollar ; 

For  taxing  all  costs,  in  any  one  case,  twenty- 
five  cents ; 

For  a  writ  of  execution,  on  a  definitive  sen- 
tence, under  seal,  seventh-five  cents; 

For  recording,  and  filing,  each  indenture  of  ap* 
prentice,  incluoing  the  Court's  taking  recogni- 
zance for  same,  or  its  approval  when  done  by  the 
Justices  of  the  reace,  seventy-five  cents; 
I  For  drawing  deposition  of  witnesses,  for  every 
hundred  words,  twelve  cents  and  one-half; 

For  filing  all  other  papers,  (except  as  above  re- 
quired,) four  cents  each ; 

For  entering  appearance  of  party  under  pro- 
cess, twelve  cents  and  one-half; 

For  entering  return  of  process,  twelve  and  one- 
half  cents ; 

For  every  continuance  or  reference,  chargeable 
to  the  applicants,  twelve  and  one-half  cents; 

For  commission  to  examine  witnesses,  or  to 
auditors,  under  seal,  one  dollar ; 

For  commission  to  value  orphan's  estate  in  the 
hands  of  guardians,  under  seal,  one  dollar ; 

For  entering  every  order  of  court,  twelve  cents 
and  one-half;  if  more  than  one  hundred  words, 
then  at  the  rate  of  twelve  cents  and  one-half  per 
hundred ; 

For  recording  or  copying  any  paper,  for  one 
hundred  words,  twelve  cenu  and  one-half;  seal 
I  and  certificate,  thirty-seven  cents  and  one-half; 
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For  filing  petition  or  report,  and  entering  the 
same  on  record,  (if  necessary,)  fifty  cents;  if  more 
than  one  hundred  words,  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
cents  and  one-haif  per  hundred ; 

For  entering  judgment,  or  rule  of  court,  twenty- 
five  cents ;  copy  of  same,  if  demanded,  for  every 
hundred  words,  twelve  cents  and  one-half;  seal 
and  certificate,  thirty-seven  cents  and  one-half; 

For  entering  every  motion  in  court,  twelve  and 
one-half  cents ; 

For  entering  appointment  of  guardian,  with  cer- 
tificate and  seal  of  said  appointment,  one  dollar ; 
every  additional  word  included  in  the  same  cer- 
tificate, twelve  and  one-half  cents; 

For  issuing  attachment  and  entering  motion 
therefor,  seventy-five  cents; 

For  taking  a  recognizance,  twenty-five  cents; 

For  warrant  to  marshal  to  summon  jury,  under 
seal,  sevent|r-five  cents; 

For  entering  panel  of  jury,  and  swearing  them, 
fifty  cents; 

For  taking,  filing,  and  recording,  every  bond, 
not  above  provided  for,  one  dollar ; 

For  passing  an  account  asainst  the  estate  of  a 
deceased  person,  twelve  and  a  half  cents;  to  be 
paid  by  the  applicant,  and  not  to  be  refunded. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fatther  enacted,  That  the  re- 
sjpective  officers,  whose  fees  are  by  this  act  speci- 
fied, are  hereby  required  to  make  fair  tables  of 
their  fees,  agreeable  to  this  act,  and  to  set  up  the 
same,  in  their  respective  offices,  within  six  months 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  in  some  conspicuous 
part  of  their  office,  for  the  inspection  of  all  per- 
sons who  may  have  business  in  said  offices,  on 
pain  of  forfeiting,  for  each  day  the  same  shall  be 
missinff,  throuffb  said  officer's  neglect,  the  sum  of 
ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered  as  debts  of  the  same 
amount  are  recoverable,  one-half  to  the  county, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  informer. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fUriher  enacted,  That,  if  a  Re- 
gister of  Wills,  or  any  person  for  him,  shall  take 
greater  fees  than  hereinbefore  expressed,  such  offi- 
cer shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  party  injured  fifty 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  as  debts  of  the  same 
amount  are  recoverable;  Provided,  always,  That 
the  Judges  of  the  Orphans'  Court  may  allow  to 
the  Register  of  Wills,  reasonable  fees  for  any  ser- 
vice ha  may  have  rendered,  not  specified  in  this 
act 

Sec  4.  And  he  it  fwrther  enacted,  That  the  Re- 
gisters of  Wills  of  the  counties  of  Washington  and 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  be 
allowed  by  the  Levy  Courts  of  their  respective 
counties,  for  all  record  books  and  dockets  neces- 
sarily furnished  for  their  respective  offices;  which 
allowance  shall  be  levied  and  collected  as  other 
county  charges  are. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  to  confer  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Conrt 
of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
Inmbia,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e.,  That  the  Levy  Court  of  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  have. 


possess,  and  exercise,  all  the  powen  vhieh  the 
county  courts  of  Virginia  poessessed  and  fxereised 
on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  one  tboa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  one,  in  relation  to  tlie 
laying  of  the  county  levies ;  and  that  the  Marshal 
of  the  District  of  C3olumbia  shall  collect  a&d  a^ 
count  for  the  levies  so  laid  by  said  court,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  at  the  same  time,  as  the  Sheriffs 
of  Virginia  collected  and  accounted  for  the  leriei 
made  by  the  aforesaid  county  courts  of  yirg:iAii, 
on  the  aforesaid  twenty-seventh  day  of  Pebrouj, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one.  The  Mar- 
shal of  the  District  aforesaid,  shall  pay  over  the 
amount,  so  collected,  to  the  order  of  the  Lefj 
Court  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  ThataojieTeB 
Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  county  of  Alextodria 
aforesaid,  who  shall  be  duly  qualified,  %haU  be  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  all  business  appn- 
laining  by  law  to  the  Levy  Court  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Oh 
phans'  Court  of  the  said  county  of  Alexaodra 
shall,  hereafter,  be  held  at  the  coorthoose  io  Uie 
town  of  Alexandria,  so  soon  as  a  suitable  rooa 
shall  have  been  provided  on  the  public  square  oa 
which  said  courthouse  stands,  for  the  safe-keepias 
of  the  records  of  said  Orphans'  Court.  The  aid 
Orphans'  Court  shall  hold  its  sessions  on  the  Jint 
Monday  of  each  month,  and  may  adjourn  froa 
day  to  day,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the  busi- 
ness of  said  court:  Pnmded,  That  the  whole  oqiq- 
her  of  days  of  the  session  of  said  court  shall  wA 
exceed  four  in  any  one  month. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  Re 
gister  of  Wills  for  the  county  of  Alexandria  afore- 
said, shall,  within  two  months  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  give  bond  and  good  secaritr. 
payable  to  the  United  States,  in  the  penalty^' 
live  thousand  dollars;  which  tM>nd  shall  becoadh 
tioned  for  the  due  and  faithful  performance  of  the 
duties  of  his  office,  as  prescribed  by  law ;  which 
bond  shall  be  renewed  once  in  every  five  feirs 
thereafter,  and  shall  be  approved  by  the  Orphaos' 
Court ;  and  shall  be  recorded  among  the  recortb 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Colombia, 
for  the  county  aforesaid ;  an  official  copy  of  which 
bond,  duly  certified,  shall  have  the  force  aad 
effect  of  the  original,  in  all  suits  brought  on  said 
bond. 

Approved,  May  26, 18^. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  President  of  the  Uotttd  Stata 
to  enter  into  certain  negotiations  relative  to  lands  !«> 
cated  under  Virginia  MiliUry  Land  Warrants,  Ijiaf 
between  Ludlow's  and  Roberte'  anes»  in  the  8tiii 
of  Ohio. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  herehjr,  aQtbo^ 
ized  to  ascertain  the  number  of  acres,  and  b)r  ap- 
praisement, or  otherwise,  the  valoe  thereof,  exciii- 
sive  of  improvements,  of  all  such  lands  lyiD|h^ 
tween  Ludlow's  and  Roberts'  lines,  in  the  Sutt 
of  Ohio,  as  may,  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  i 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uoifn 
States,  in  the  ease  of  Doddridge's  lessee,  agaias 
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bompson  and  Wright,  be  held  by  persons  onder 
irginia  military  warrants,  and  on  what  terms  the 
ilders  will  relinquish  the  same  to  the  United 
ate? ;  and  that  he  report  the  facts  at  the  com- 
encement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
Approved,  May  26, 1834. 

n  Act  making  appropriations  for  deepening  the 
Channel  loading  into  the  harbor  of  Presque  Iila, 
and  for  repairing  Plymouth  Beach. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  following  sams  of 
oaej  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated, 
It  or  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
ypropriated,  and  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the 
nited  States,  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing 
e  objects  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  wit :  the  sum 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  making  or  deepen- 
g  the  channel  leading  into  the  harbor  of  Presque 
le,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  the  sum 
'  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  repait  Plymouth 
each,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  thereby 
'event  the  harbor  at  that  place  from  being  de- 
royed. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 

n  Act  to  allow  a  aalarv  to  the  Collectors  of  the  Dii- 
trict  of  Nantucket  and  Pentacola,  and  to  abolish  the 
office  of  Surveyor  of  the  District  of  Pensacola. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  the  pas- 
ige  of  this  act,  the  following  annual  salaries  be, 
od  the  same  are  herebv,  allowed,  to  wit :  To  the 
}llector  of  the  port  or  entry  for  the  District  of 
[aniucket,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum 
f  two  hundred  and  fifly  dollars;  and  to  the  col* 
!ctor  of  the  port  of  entry  for  the  District  of  Pen- 
icola,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  the  sum  of  five 
UDdred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
Qd  after  the  thirtieth  dav  of  June  next,  the  office 
f  surveyor  of  the  port  ot  entry  for  the  District  of 
eDsacola,  in  the  Territory  above  mentioned,  be, 
ad  the  same  is  hereby  abolished. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


a  Act  to  anthoriae  the  SeereUry  of  the  Treasury  to 
exchange  a  atock,  hearing  an  intersst  of  four  and 
one-half  per  cent.,  for  certain  stocks  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  six  per  cent* 

Be  U  enacted,  fc..  That  the  President  of  the 
Fnited  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to 
orrow,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next, 
D  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum  not  ex- 
eediog  five  millions  of  dollars,  at  a  rate  of  inter- 
st,  payable  quarter  yearly,  not  exceeding  four  and 
De-half  per  centum  per  annum,  and  reimburse- 
ble  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government,  at  any 
ime  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one 
Itoosand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  to  be  ap- 
Hed,  in  addition  to  the  moneys  which  may  be  m 
be  Treasury  at  the  time  of  borrowing  the  same, 
0  pay  off  and  discharge  such  part  of  the  six  per 
ent.  stock  of  the  United  States,  of  the  year  one 
bousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  as  may  be  re- 
eemable  after  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

Sec  2.  And  be  U  fwrtkef  enacted,   That  it  shall 


be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to 
lend  the  said  sum,  or  anv  part  thereof;  and  it  is 
hereby  further  declared,  that  it  shall  be  deemed  a 
good  execution  of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  for 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  cause 
to  be  constituted  certificates  of  stock  signed  by  the 
Register  of  the  Trea.<«ury,  or  by  a  Commissioner 
of  Loana,  for  the  whole,  or  for  any  part  thereof, 
bearing  an  iiKerest  not  exceeding  four  and  one 
half  per  centum  per  annum,  transferable  and  re- 
imbnrseable  as  aforesaid,  and  to  cause  the  said 
certificates  of  stock  to  be  sold  :  Provided,  That  no 
stock  he  sold  under  par. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tjiat  a  sub- 
scription, to  the  amount  of  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars, of  the  six  per  cent,  stock  ef  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  proposed ;  for  which  purpose  books 
shall  be  opened  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  at  the  several  Loan  Offices,  on  the 
first  day  of  July  next,  to  continue  open  until  the 
first  day  of  October  thereafter,  for  such  parts  of 
the  abovementioned  description  of  stock  as  shall, 
on  the  day  of  subscription,  stand  on  the  books  of 
the  Treasury,  and  on  those  of  the  several  Loan 
Offices,  respectively  ;  which  subscription  shall  be 
efiected,  by  a  transfer  to  the  United  States,  in  the 
manner  provided  by  law  for  such  transfers,  of  the 
credit  or  credits  standing  on  the  said  books,  and 
by  a  surrender  of  the  certificates  of  the  stock  so 
subscribed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  any  sum  which  shall  be  thus 
subscribed,  credits  shall  be  entered  to  the  respect- 
ive subscribers,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certifi- 
cate or  certificates,  purporting  that  the  United 
States  owe  to  the  bolder,  or  holders  thereof,  his, 
her,  or  their  assigns,  a  sum,  to  be  expressed  therein, 
equal  to  the  amount  of  the  principal  stock  thus  sub- 
scribed, bearing  an  interest  of  four  and  one  half 
per  centum  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  from 
the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  transferable  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  transfer  of 
the  stock  subscribed,  and  subject  to  redemption, 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  as  follows : 
One-half  at  any  time  after  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  and  the  remainder  at  any  time  after  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-three :  Provided,  That  no  re- 
imbursement shall  be  made,  except  for  the  whole 
amount  of  such  new  certificate,  nor  until  after  at 
least  six  months*  public  notice  of  such  intended 
reimbursement.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  re-trans- 
ferred to  the  respective  subscribers,  the  several 
sums  by  them  subscribed,  beyond  the  amount  of 
the  certificates  of  &ve  per  cent,  stock,  issued  to 
them,  respectively. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  same 
funds  which  have  heretofore  been,  and  now  are, 
pledged,  by  law,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest, 
and  for  the  redemption  or  reimbursement  of  the 
stock  which  may  be  created  or  subscribed  by  vir- 
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tue  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  remain 
pledged,  in  like  manner,  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  accruing  on  the  stock  created  by  reason 
of  such  subscription,  and  for  the  redemption  or 
reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  same.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  to  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid, 
out  of  the  said  fund,  yearly,  and  every  year,  such 
sum  and  sums  as  may  be  annaally  wanted  to  dis- 
charge the  interest  accruing  on  the  stock  which 
may  be  created  by  virtue  of  this  act.  The  said 
Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  apply, 
from  time  to  time,  such  sum  and  sums,  out  of  the 
said  funds,  as  they  may  think  proper,  towards 
redeeming,  by  purchase  or  by  reimbursement,  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the 
principal  of  the  said  stock ;  and  such  part  of  the 
annual  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  vested  by 
law  in  the  said  Commissioners,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, and  wanting,  for  the  above  purposes,  shall 
be,  and  continue,  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
interest  and  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  until 
the  whole  of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  un- 
der the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have  been  re- 
deemed or  reimbursed. 

Sec  6.  And  le  it  farmer  enacted^  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  in  any 
wise  to  alter,  abridge,  or  impair,  the  rights  of  those 
creditors  of  the  United  States  who  shall  not  sub- 
scribe to  the  loan  to  be  opened  by  virtue  of 
this  act. 

Approved,  May  26,  1624. 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  use  of  the 
Library  of  Congress,  and  for  furnishing  rooms  in 
the  Capitol. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated, 
out  of  any  unappropriated  money  in  the  Treasury, 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  under  the  direction  ot 
the  joint  Library  Committee,  for  the  use  of  the 
Library  ef  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  Andoe  U  further  enacted.  That  the  sum 
of  fifteen  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  unappro- 
priated money  in  the  Treasury,  for  the  purchase 
of  furniture  for  the  new  Library. 

Sec.  3.  Andhe  itjiirther  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  ei^hty*nine 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  monej^  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  furnish- 
ing the  rooms  in  the  centre  buildingof  the  Capitol, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Public  Buildings. 

Approved,  Alay  26, 1824. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making  of  a 
road  from  a  point  in  the  northwestern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  pear  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  the 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan. 

jBe  iX  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
appoint  three  Commissioners,  who  shall  explore, 


survev,  and  mark,  in  the  most  digihie  coarse.! 
road  from  a  point  in  the  northwestern  bosoiitry 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  near  the  foot  of  the  Rspi^ 
of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Detroit,  is  tk 
Territory  of  Michigan ;  and  said  Comnusaoacn 
shall  make  out  accurate  plats  of  sack  surveys,  ac- 
companied with  field  notes,  and  certifj  and  trus- 
mit  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  Uoiied  Satts, 
who,  if  he  approve  of  said  survey,  shall  ctusetbe 
piats  thereotto  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  ti; 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  the  said  mi 
shall  be  considered  as  established  and  accepttd. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  Hx  aA 
road  shall  be  opened  and  made  under  the  dim- 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  wboi> 
hereby  authorized  to  employ  the  troops  oi  ik 
United  States  in  the  completion,  or  asuating  is 
the  completion,  of  said  road. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fkirther  enaetid,  Thatihesaid 
Commissioners  shall,  each,  be  entitled  to  rcct.re 
three  dollars,  and  their  assistants  one  dollar  isd 
fifty  cents,  for  each  and  every  day  thef  iihail  k 
necessarily  employed  in  the  exploring,  sarTerifif 
aod  markmg,  of  said  road.  And  for  the  pttipoEe 
of  compensating  the  said  Commissioners  and  u»r 
assistants,  and  lor  opening  and  making  saidroi'^. 
there  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriaud,  cr 
sum  of  twentyr  thousand  dollars^  to  be  paid  oai- 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  i^ 
preprinted. 

Approved,  May  26, 1S24. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  State  of  Indiana  to  opes  i 
canal  through  the  Public  Lands,  to  eonoett  if 
navigation  of  the  rivers  Wabash  and  the  Miaoi  d 
Lake  Erie. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  State  of  kdiaoabe. 
and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  survey  aod  iDir<t 
throu^  the  public  lands  of  the  United  Sutes,'i? 
route  of  a  canal  by  which  to  connect  the  Darip* 
tion  of  the  rivers  Wabash  and  Miami  of  li^^^ 
Eri^;  and  ninety  feet  of  land,  on  each  side^' 
said  canal,  shall  be  reserved  from  sale  oq  tbepi:^ 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  use  thereof,  forem- 
be  vested  in  the  State  aforesaid,  for  a  caasl,<»^ 
for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  U  fitrther  enacted,  Thit,  iS  ^i 
said  State  shall  not  survey,  and  direct  br  iav 
said  caoftl  to  be  opened,  and  furnish  theCoRunis; 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  a  map  th«ree.. 
within  three  years  from  and  after  the  date  of  t&if 
act ;  or,  if  the  said  canal  be  not  complet«l,saitt- 
ble  for  navigation,  within  twelve  years  thereafter; 
or,  if  said  land,  hereby  granted,  shall  ever  ccs^^^ 
be  used  and  occupied  for  the  purpose  of  cod$^' 
ing  and  keeping  in  repair  a  canal,  soiublei^ 
navigation  *,  the  reservatioa  and  grant,  tfor^-^ 
shall  be  void,  and  of  none  effect:  Pmidt^  T^ 
nothing  in  this  act  contained,  or  shall  be  dose  i^ 
pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  lo  imply  uf 
obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United  Staifli)  ^ 
appropriate  money  to  defray  the  expense  of  >^' 
veyingor  opening  said  canmi:  JadproviM^^-' 
vise,  That  the  said  canal,  when  completed,  swj 
be,  and  forever  remain,  a  public  higkwaf,  for  ^ 


3253 


APPENDIX. 


8254 


Putiic  Acta  of  Congress, 


use  of  the  GtovernmeDt  of  the  United  States,  free 
from  any  toli  or  charge  whatever,  for  any  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States,  or  persons  in  their 
service,  on  public  Dusiness,  passing  through  the 
same. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  U  farther  enacted,  That  every , 
section  of  land  through  which  said  canal  route 
may  pass:,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
served from  future  sale,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  until 
hereafter  specially  directed  by  law  ;  and  the  said 
State  is  hereby  authorized,  without  waste,  to  use 
any  materials  on  the  public  lands  adjacent  to  said 
caDal  that  may  be  necessary  for  its  construction. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  Judteial  DistrieCs  of  Pennaylvania* 
and  for  other  purpoeee. 

Be  it  efuicted,  ^c.  That  the  following  counties 
Id  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  shall  cease  to  be  a 
part  of  the  Eastern  Judicial  District  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  and  shall  be  added  to,  and  form  a  part  of, 
the  Western  District ;  that  is  to  say :  Susque- 
hanna, Bradford,  Tioga,  Union,  Northumberland, 
Columbia,  Luzerne,  and  Lycoming:  and  that,  be- 
sides the  terms  of  the  District  Court  directed  by 
law  to  be  held  at  Pittsburg,  for  the  Western  Dis- 
trict, the  Judge  of  said  Western  District  shall  hold 
two  terms  in  every  year,  at  William's  Port,  in  the 
county  of  Lycoming,  which  shall  commence  on 
the  first  Mondays  of  the  months  of  Jane  and  Oc* 
tober,  in  each  and  every  year,  beginning  in  Octo- 
ber next,  and  be  continued  and  adjourned,  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  Court  may  deem  expedient, 
for  the  despatch  of  the  business  thereof. 

Approved,  May  2G,  1824. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  "An  act  providing  for  the 
examination  of  titles  to  land  in  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  situated  between  the  Rio  Hondo  and 
Sabine  river." 

Be  U  encLcted,  ^c.  That  the  powers  given  to,  and 
duties  required  of,  the  register  and  receiver  of  the 
land  office  south  of  Red  river,  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, by  the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty  three,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  examination  of  titles  to  land  in  that 
part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  situated  between 
Rio  Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river,"  be  extended  to 
all  that  tract  of  country  known  and  called  by  the 
name  of  the  "  Neutral  Territory,"  lying  east  of  the 
present  western  boundary  of  Louisiana,  and  west 
of  the  limits  to  which  the  land  commissioners 
have  heretofore  examined  titles  and  claims  to  land 
in  iiaid  State;  and  in  the  examination  of  claims 
to  land  within  the  aforesaid  limits,  the  register 
and  receiver  shall,  in  all  respects,  be  governed  by 
the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver  of  said  land  office  shall,  severally, 
receive,  as  a  full  compensation  for  the  duties  re- 
quired of  them  by  this  act,  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  whenever  they  shall  finish  the  busi- 
ness required  to  be  performed  by  them,  by  this  act, 
and  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  and 


have  forwarded  their  reports  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 
Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  building  of  Kghthooaes,  light- 
vessels,  and  beacons,  therein  mentioned,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to  pro- 
vide, by  contract,  for  building  lighthouses  and 
light- vessels,  erecting  beacons,  and  placing  buoys 
on  the  following  sites  or  shoals  to  wit : 

A  lighthouse  at  Owl's  Head,  in  the  State  of 
Maine ; 

A  lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  Great  Sodus,  on 
Lake  Ontario;  and  one  on  Verplanck's  Point,  in 
the  State  of  New  York ; 

A  lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  Grand  River,  ia 
the  State  of  Ohio; 

A  beacon-light  on  Cape  Henlopen,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware ; 

A  lighthouse  on  Pool's  Island,  and  one  oe^ 
Thomas's  Point,  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland ; 

A  light-vessel  at  or  near  the  Long  Shoal,  in 
Paraptico  Sound,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina ; 

A  lighthouse  on  one  of  the  Sambo  Keys,  and 
a  light-vessel  on  the  Careysfort  reef,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida ; 

A  beacon  on  Castle  Island,  and  five  buoys  near 
Bristol  Ferry,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island ; 

A  pier* and  three  buoys  at  the  mouth  of  Saco 
River,  and  a  pier  at  the  mouth  of  Wells'  Harbor, 
in  the  State  of  Maine. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it^rther  enacted,  That  there  be 
appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury, 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  following  sums  of 
money,  to  wit : 

For  building  a  lighthouse  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
on  Owl's  Head,  four  thousand  dollars ; 

A  lighthouse  on  Great  Sodus,  on  Lake  Ontario, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars ;  and  for  one  on  Verplanck's  Point,  in 
the  Hudson  River,  in  the  same  State,  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars ; 

A  lighthouse  at  the  mouth  of  Grand  River,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  eight  thousand  dollars ; 

For  erecting  a  beacon-light  on  Cape  Henlopen, 
in  the  State  of  Delaware,  three  thousand  dollars  ; 

For  a  lighthouse  on  Pool's  Island,  in  the  Ches- 
apeake, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  five  thousand 
dollars;  and  for  one  on  Thomas's  Point  in  the 
same  bay,  and  same  State,  six  thotisand  five  hun- 
dred dollars ; 

For  a  light-vessel,  to  be  placed  at  or  near  the 
Long  Shoals,  on  Pamptico  Sound,  in  the  State 
of  iVorth  Carolina,  ten  thousand  dollars ; 

For  a  lighthouse  on  the  Sambo  Keys,  in  the 
Territory  of  Florida,  sixteen  thousand  dollars; 
for  a  light-vessel  for  Careysfort  Reef,  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars;  for  the  lighthouses  directed  to  be 
built^  one  on  the  dry  Tortugas,  and  one  on  Cape 
Florida,  in  the  same  Territory,  including  the  appro- 
priations already  made  by  law,  a  sum,  for  each, 
not  exceeding  sixteen  thousand  dollars ; 
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For  a  beacon  and  buoys  between  the  dry  Tor- 
tugas  and  the  Coast  ot  Florida,  four  thousand 
dollars ; 

For  placing  buoys  od  certain  shoals  at  the  mouth 
of  Kennebeck  River,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars; 

For  placing  buoys  on  shoals  in  Buzzard's  Bay, 
and  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Aponeganset  River, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  one  hundred  and 
aiity  dollars ; 

For  placing  buoys  on  Long  Island  Sound,  near 
to  Cornfield  Point,  and  in  Guildford  Bay,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars; 

For  placing  a  buoy  at  the  mouth  of  Scupper- 
nong  River,  in  Albemarle  Sound,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  forty  dollars ; 

For  placing  a  beacon  on  Castle  Inland,  and  five 
buoys  near  Bristol  Ferry,  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  a  pier  and  three  buoys  at  the  mouth  of  Saco 
River,  and  a  pier  at  the  mouth  of  Wells  Harbor, 
ten  thousand  dollars — ^five  thousand  dollars  to 
each  of  those  places. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  fol- 
lowing annual  salaries  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
keepers  of  light- vessels : 

To  the  keeper  of  the  Sandy  Hook  light-vessel, 
seven  hundred  dollars;  and  for  a  mate,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars; 

To  the  keeper  of  the  Smith's  Point  light-vessel, 
in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  five  hundred  dollars; 

To  the  keeper  of  the  Wolf  Trap  light-vessel,  in 
the  same  bay,  five  hundred  dollars ; 

To  the  keeper  of  the  Wiliouebby  Spit  light- 
vessel,  in  the  same  bay,  five  hundred  dollars; 

To  the  keeper  of  the  Craney  Island  light- vessel, 
four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

To  the  keeper  of  a  light  vessel  to  be  placed  at 
or  near  the  shoals  of  Cape  Hatteras,  seven  hun- 
dred dollars;  and  for  a  mate,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacLedf  That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  be  and  he  is  authorized 
and  requested  to  cause  a  proper  site  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Teche,  in  Louisiana,  to  be 
selected  for  a  lighthouse,  and  proper  places  desig* 
nated  for  placing  buoys  near  the  same.  To  ena- 
ble the  President  to  accomplish  these  objects,  a 
sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of 
anj  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  May  26,. 1824. 


An  Act  granting  to  the  Corporation  of  Tuscaloosa  cer- 
tain lota,  and  privileges  over  the  reservations  and 
commons  in  said  town. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  right  and  tide  of  the 
United  States  to  public  streets  and  to  certain  lots 
in  the  town  of  Tuscaloosa,  set  apart  for  public 
uses,  and  designated  in  the  plan  of  said  town  by 
the  names  of  the  "  Court  Square,"  the  "  Market 
Square,"  the  "Jail  Lot,"  the  "Spring,"  the 
"Church,"  and  the  "Burial  Ground,'^  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  vested  in  the  Corporation  of  said 
town  forever.    And  also  all  the  right  of  the  Uni- 


ted States  to  that  tract  between  the  lou  and  the 
river  Tuscaloosa, called  the  "River  Margis^^aBd 
of  that  called  the  "  Pond,"  and  also  of  that  calkd 
the  "  Common ;"  on  condition,  however,  thai  ibe 
Corporation  shall  not  lease  or  sell  any  portion  o{ 
the  last-mentioned  tracts,  but  that  the  same  be 
appropriated  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
designated  and  set  apart,  as  well  for  the  beoefitof 
the  inhabitants  of  said  town  as  for  that  of  ibtne 
resorting  to  or  visiting  the  same;  and  in  case  the 
same  or  any  part  thereof  be  applied  to'aoj  otkr 
purpose,  that  it  revert  to  the  United  States. 
Approved  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  **  to  tneorponte  tk 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,"  paawd  thi 
fifteenth  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  haiidfed  ui 
twenty,  and  for  other  parpoeea. 

Be  it  enactedy  ^.,  That  so  much  of  the  act,  e^ 
titled  "An  act  to  incorporate' the  inhabiu&tsof 
the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  sen 
heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose,"  passed  Maf 
fifteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twestf. 
as  is  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  ac; 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fmiher  enactedy  That  mbiic 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale  of  all  rd 
property,  for  taxes  due  the  Corporation  of  theCitj 
of  Washington,  shall  be  given  in  all  cases  bee- 
after  by  advertisement  inserted  in  some  new^* 
per  published  in  the  said  city  once  in  each  week 
for  at  least  twelve  successive  weeks;  ia  vhick 
advertisement  shall  be  stated  the  number  of  the 
square  or  squares ;  the  number  of  the  lot  or  loa, 
(if  the  square  has  been  divided  into  lots;)  tfaeoaiae 
or  names  of  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  tbe 
same  may  be  assessed  on  the  books  of  tbe  Corpo- 
ration at  the  timeof  such  advertisement;  tbeamoaai 
of  the  tax  due  on  each  square  or  lot;  the  potod 
for  which  the  same  shall  be  due ;  and  the  BggT^ 
gate  amount  of  taxes  due  on  all  real  propertj 
assessed  in  the  name  of  the  same  person  or  pa- 
sons.  But  where  a  whole  square  is  assessed  to  tbe 
same  person  or  persons,  although  divided  intolo^ 
it  may  be  assessed  and  advertised  as  if  the  saiv 
was  not  divided.  And  no  sale  of  real  property 
for  taxes  hereafter  made  shall  be  impaired  or  Toii 
by  reason  of  such  property  not  being  assessed  or 
advertised  in  the  name  or  names  of  the  lavfoj 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  provided  the  same  &biii 
be  advertised  as  above  directed,  or  by  peasoo  cf 
the  amount  of  taxes  due  thereon  not  being  correctly 
stated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  ia  iH 
cases  of  sales  of  real  property,  for  taxes  doe  tbe 
said  Corporation,  where  such  sale  shall  not  hare 
been  made  according  to  law,  and  void,  it^b&llbe 
lawful  for  the  said  Corporation,  on  theapplicatico 
of  the  purchaser,  or  other  person  entitled  uoder 
him,  to  refund  and  pa]^  to  such  person  or  persoti, 
the  amount  paid  by  him  or  them,  on  accouDi  c. 
such  purchase;  and,  also,  the  subsequent  raxes 
accrued  and  paid  on  the  said  property,  aod  tore- 
assess  tbe  amount  of  taxes  so  refunded,  oq  the 
property  on  which  the  same  shall  hare  tccnei 
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vhich  shall  be  collected  id  the  manner  as  provided 
)y  law  for  the  collection  of  other  taxes,  at  any 
ime  after  the  first  day  of  January  next  after  the 
a  me  shall  be  so  re-assessed. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
)e  lawful  for  the  said  Corporation,  where  there 
•hall  be  a  number  of  lots  assessed  to  the  same  per- 
on  or  persons,  to  sell  one,  or  more,  of  such  lots, 
or  the  taxes  and  expenses  due  on  the  whole ;  and, 
ilso,  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  any  part  of  the  lot, 
or  the  taxes  and  expenses  due  on  the  said  lot,  or 
nher  lots  assessed  to  the  same  person,  as  may  ap- 
>ear  expedient^  according  to  such  rules  and  reg- 
ilations  a.s  the  said  corporation  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  in  case  of 
leath,  resignation,  or  inability  to  serve,  of  any 
I^omraissiooer  of  Election,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
he  Mayor,  or  in  case  of  his  absence,  or  inability 
0  perform  that  duty,  for  the  Repfister  of  the  City, 
0  make  an  appointment,  in  writing,  to  fill  any 
;uch  vacancy,  which  appointment  shall  be  returned 
0  the  Register,  with  the  return  of  such  election. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  pro- 
prietor or  proprietors  of  lots  which  may  be  sold 
inder  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  allowed 
he  right  of  redemption,  in  the  same  manner,  and 
iccordiog  to  thj^like  restrictions,  contained  in  the 
ict  to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

Sec  7.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  the  public 
lotice  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale  of  any  real 
)roperty  chargeable  with  taxes,  in  Georgetown  or 
Alexandria,  in  all  cases  hereafter,  shall  be  given, 
mce  in  each  week,  for  twelve  successive  weeks, 
D  some  one  newspaper  printed  in  each  of  said 
)laces,  and  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  in  which 
ihall  be  stated  the  number  of  the  lot  or  lots,  or 
)arts  thereof,  intended  to  be  sold,  and  the  value 
)f  the  assessment,  and  the  amount  of  the  taxes  due 
md  owing  thereon. 

Sec  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if,  before 
he  day  of  sale,  advertised  as  aforesaid,  the  owner, 
lis  agent,  or  attorney,  shall  not  pay  the  amount 
)f  taxes,  with  all  costs  thereon  assessed,  said 
ots,  or  so  many  as  may  be  sufficient  to  discharge 
he  same,  shall  be  sold,  for  cash,  and  to  the  high- 
est bidder  paying  therefor ;  a  certificate  from  the 
)roper  officer  shall  be  issued,  setting  forth  that  he 
s  the  purchaser,  and  the  amount  paid  by  him; 
md  if,  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  from 
he  day  of  sale,  tne  owner  shall  not  appear,  and 
>ay  to  the  officer  who  sold  the  same,  the  Mayor, 
>r  the  purchaser,  the  amount  of  the  purchase  moneyy 
ind  costs,  and  taxes  accruing  subsequent  to  the 
nie,  and  ten  per  centum  interest  per  annum  on 
he  purchase  money,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
-or  a  title  in  fee  simple,  at  the  expiration  of  said 
ime,  to  be  made  to  the  purchaser :  Provided,  That 
30  sale  of  real  estate  shall  be  made  but  where  the 
}wner  or  tenant  of  the  property  has  not  sufficient 
[)ersonal  estate  out  of  which  to  enforce  a  collection 
}f  the  debt  due  ;  and  where  he  has  personal  prop- 
?rty,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  collect  said  taxes  by  dis- 
:ress  and  sale  thereof. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  on  or 
)efore  the  first  day  of  April  next,  and  every  five 
'ears  thereafter,  each  of  the  Corporations  of  Wash- 


ington, Qeorgetown,  and  Alexandria,  shall  cause 
three  respectable  freeholders,  resident  in  said  City 
and  towns,  re!«pectively,  being  previously  sworn, 
to  assess  and  value,  and  make  return,  of  all  and 
every  species  of  property  by  law  taxable,  in  said 
Corporations;  and,  in  making  their  said  valua- 
tions, they  shall  determine  it  agreeable  to  what 
they  believe  it  to  be  worth,  in  cash,  at  the  time  of 
the  valuation. 

Sec  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  where 
any  taxes  have  fallen  due,  and  yet  remain  unpaid, 
or  where  any  real  estate  has  been  sold  by  th^  Cor- 
poration of  Georgetown  or  Alexandria,  which 
sale,  from  any  defect  of  proceeding  in  relation 
thereto,  has  been  declared,  or  is  considered  void, 
said  Corporation  may  proceed,  and  are  hereby 
authorized,  to  collect  said  taxes  by  sale  of  the 
real  estate,  liable,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  in  relation  to  other  cases  of  collecting 
taxes,  hereafter  to  fall  due:  Pror>ided,  That  where 
any  person,  without  notice  of  the  outstanding 
taxes,  has  made  a  bona  fide  purchase  from  the 
legal  owner  of  any  real  estate,  previous  to  the  fif- 
teenth day  uf  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-four,  said  real  estate,  so  acquired,  shall 
not  be  liable  for  the  taxes  due  and  owing  previous 
to  said  purchase. 

Sec  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  titles 
to  property,  conveyed,  as  aforesaid,  on  sales  for 
taxes,  made  in  eitner  of  said  places,  shall  be  by 
deed  from  the  Mayor,  under  the  seal  of  the  Corpo- 
ration :  which  said  conveyance  shall  be  effectual, 
in  law,  to  convey  the  title,  the  requisition  of  this 
act  having  been  complied  with. 

Sec  12.  Awl  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  on  any 
lot,  or  lots,  or  part  of  a  lot,  liable  for  taxes,  as 
aforesaid,  being  sold,  the  amount,  over  and  above 
the  tax,  cost,  and  charges,  due  upon  the  same, 
shall  be  paid  over,  on  application,  to  the  owner  of 
said  property. 

Sec  13.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That,  where 
the  payment  of  any  taxes  shall  be  made  or  enforced 
against  any  tenant,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
owner  of  said  property,  so  made  liable  for  the 
taxes,  to  recover  of  the  tenant  any  rent  for  the 
property ;  but  the  same  shall  remain  in  his  pos- 
session a  lien  for  the  debt,  until  such  time  as  the 
rent  accruing  shall  have  discharged  the  same ;  and 
the  said  tenant  shall  be  entitled  to  charge  twenty- 
five  per  centum  against  the  landlord,  on  the 
amount  of  the  taxes  so  paid  or  enforced  against 
him,  except  where  he  may  have  been  previously 
in  arrears  for  his  rent. 

Sec  14.  And  he  it  fMher  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  of  any  nuisance,  affecting,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  the  healthiness  of  the  City 
of  Washington,  or  inhabitants  contiguous  thereto, 
which  may  exist  on  any  lot  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  have  the  same 
removed,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same 
rules  and  regulations,  that  nuisances  on  private 
property  are  removed ;  and  the  expense  of  »uch  re- 
moval or  correction  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  city  commissioner,  for 
the  sale  of  the  public  property  in  said  city. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 
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An  Act  granting  n,  tnct  of  luid  to  the  Parkh  of 
West  Baton  Rouge,  on  certain  condition!. 

Be  it  enactedy  ^c,  That  the  rifbt  of  the  United 
States  to  a  tract  of  land,  of  ahout  eight  arpens 
front,  on  the  Mississippi  riv^er,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Parish 
of  West  Baton  Rouge,  within  which  said  land  is 
situated,  on  condition  that  the  said  Parish  shall 
at  all  times  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  a  good  and 
sufficient  levee  on  said  land,  in  front  of  the  river 
Mississippi ;  and  if  they  should,  at  anv  time  here- 
after, cease  to  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  a  good 
and  sufficient  levee,  the  land  shall  revert  to  the 
United  States. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  President  to  exdiange  &yre 
arpens  of  land,  on  the  south  aide  of  the  public  lot 
at  Baton  Rouge,  for  an  equal  quantity  of  land  on 
the  north  side  of  said  lot. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  authorized  to  exchange  five  ar- 
pens of  land,  on  the  south  side  of  the  public  lot 
in  the  town  of  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana,  for  an 
equal  quantity  of  land  on  the  north  part  of  the 
said  lot,  which  has  been  confirmed  to  the  heirs  of 
Eulogia  de  Casas ;  and  to  give  and  receive  such 
titles  as  he  may  deem  proper  for  perfecting  said 
exchange. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  enabling  the  claimants  to  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of  Ar- 
kansas to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of 
their  claims. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
person  or  persons,  or  their  legal  representatives, 
claiming  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  in 
that  part  of  the  late  province  of  Louisiana  which 
is  now  included  within  the  State  of  Missouri,  by 
virtue  of  any  French  or  Spanish  mnt.  conces- 
sion, warrant,  or  order  of  survey,  legally  madf>, 
granted,  or  issued,  before  the  tenth  day  or  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  by  the  pro- 
per authorities,  to  any  person  or  persons  resident 
m  the  province  of  Louisiana,  at  the  date  thereof, 
or  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  four,  and  which  was  pro- 
tected or  secured  by  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  French  Republic,  of 
the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  three,  and  which  might  have  l^en  per- 
fected into  a  complete  title,  under  and  in  conformi- 
ty to  the  laws,  usa^,  and  customs,  of  the  Grov- 
ernment  under  which  the  same  originated,  had 
not  the  sovereignty  of  the  country  been  transfer- 
red to  the  United  States,  in  each  and  every  such 
case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  person  or 
persons,  or  their  legal  representatives,  to  present  a 
petition  to  the  District  Court  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, setting  forth  fully,  plainly,  and  substantially, 
the  nature  of  his,  her,  or  their  claim,  to  the  lands, 
tenements,  or  hereditan>ents,  and  particularly 
stating  the  date  of  the  grant,  concession,  warrant, 
or  order  of  survey,  under  which  they  claim,  the 


name  or  names  of  any  person  or  persons  cUimioi 
the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  by  a  differed  ii£ 
from  that  of  the  {petitioner ;  or  hc^diog  posss'isB 
of  any  part  thereof,  otherwise  than  bj  the  leax 
or  permission  of  the  petitioner ;  and  also,  if  t^ 
United  States  be  interested  on  aceoaot  of  \k 
lands  claimed,  and  the  boundaries  thereof,  won 
the  same  may  hare  been  designated  by  boD&da' 
ries ;  by  whom  issued ;  and  whether  the  said  cl&im 
has  been  submitted  to  the  examination  of  either 
of  the  tribunals  which  have  been  coostitmed  br 
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law  for  the  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  preett 
limits  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  by  them  re- 
ported on  unfavorabij,  or  recommended  for  con- 
firmation ;  praying,  m  said  petition,  that  the  n- 
lidity  of  such  title,  or  claim,  may  be  inqaired  m 
and  decided  by  the  said  court :  and  the  said  ct»r. 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  hold  aad  ei- 
ercise  jurisdiction  of  every  petition,  presented  ifi 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  »!. 
to  hear  and  determine  the  same,  on  the  ^u\m. 
in  case  no  answer  or  answers  be  filed  al'ier  doe 
notice ;  or  on  the  petition,  and  the  answer  or  as- 
swers  of  any  person  or  persons  interested  io  p^^ 
venting  any  claim  from  being  established ;  u^ 
the  answer  of  the  District  Attorney  of  theUnitfd 
States,  where  he  may  have  filed  an  answer,  ac- 
cording to  the  evidence  which  ^hall  be  addocfi 
by  the  petitioner,  by  any  person  interested  io  pn< 
venting  the  decree  of  the  court  in  favor  of  iLe 
title  ol  the  petitioner  or  petitioners,  and  by  it« 
United  States,  in  conformity  with  the  prineip)^ 
of  justice,  and  according  to  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  Grovernment  under  which  the  cki& 
originated ;  and  the  copy  of  such  petition,  wiilii 
citation  to  any  adverse  possessor,  or  claimacr, 
shall  be  served  on  such  possessor  or  claimaot^  \i 
the  ordinary  le^al  manner  of  serving  such  procs* 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  at  lea^t  fiAeen  diiys  be- 
fore the  term  of  the  District  Court  of  the  Uomc 
States,  to  which  the  same  is  made  returnable; 
and,  in  like  manner,  on  the  District  AtioiDer  o; 
the  United  States,  where  the  Government  b  iij- 
terested  in  the  defence ;  and  it  shall  be  the  doty 
of  the  United  States'  Attorney  for  the  diMuci  k 
which  the  suit  shall  be  instituted,  in  all  ea« 
where  the  United  States  are  interested  on  acccoo: 
of  the  public  domain,  to  take  notice  of  each  peti- 
tion filed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  in  ibe 
said  district,  and  to  make  defence,  on  all  just  acd 
proper  occasions,  in  behalf  of  the  puhlic  mteresL 
Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  every  pe- 
tition which  shall  oe  presented  under  the  proTh 
sions  of  this  act,  shall  be  conducted  accordiog  u 
the  rules  of  a  court  of  equity,  except  that  the  an- 
swer of  the  District  Attorney  of  the  United  Staus 
shall  not  be  required  to  be  verified  by  his  oath 
and  tried,  without  any  continuance,  unless  (a 
cause  shown  ;  and  the  said  court  shall  have  faJ 
power  and  authority  to  hear  and  determine  a!. 
questions  arising  in  said  cause,  relative  to  the  lii'; 
of  the  claimants,  the  extent,  locality,  and  boun- 
daries, of  the  said  clanu,  or  other  matters  ccd- 
nected  therewith,  fit  and  proper  to  be  heard  asu 
determined ;  and,  by  a  final  decree,  to  settle  m 
determine  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the  mt 
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according  to  the  law  of  nations ;  the  stipulations 
of  any  treaty,  and  proceedings  under  the  same ; 
the  several  acts  of  Congress  in  relation  thereto  ; 
and  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  GoTernmeni 
from  which  it  is  alleged  to  hare  been  derived  ; 
and  all  other  questions  properlv  arising  between 
the  claimants  and  the  United  States ;  which  de- 
cree shall,  in  all  cases,  refer  to  the  treaty,  law,  or 
ordioaoce,  under  which  it  is  confirmed  or  decreed 
apiDst ;  and  the  court  may,  at  its  discretion,  order 
disputed  facts  to  be  found  by  a  jury,  according  to 
the  regulations  and  practice  of  the  said  court, 
when  directing  issues  in  chancery  before  the  same 
conrt ;  and,  in  all  cases,  the  party  against  whom 
the  judgment  or  decree  of  the  said  district  court 
may  be  finally  given^  shall  be  entitled  to  an  an- 
{)eal,  within  one  year  from  the  time  of  its  rendi- 
tioo,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
(he  decision  of  which  Court  shall  be  final  and 
GODcliisive  between  the  parties ;  and,  should  no 
appeal  be  taken,  the  judsment  or  decree  of  the  said 
district  court  shall,  in  Uke  manner,  be  final  and 
conclusive. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacUdf  That  the  evi- 
dence which  has  been  received  by  the  difierent 
tribuoals  which  have  been  constituted  and  ap- 
poiDted  by  law  to  receive  such  evidence,  and  to 
report  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, upon  all  claims  presented  to  them,  respect- 
ively, shall  be  received  and  admitted  in  evidence 
for  or  against  the  United  States,  in  all  trials  under 
this  act,  when  the  person  testifying  is  dead,  or  be- 
yond the  reach  ot  the  court's  process ;  together 
with  such  other  testimony  as  it  may  be  in  the 
power  of  the  petitioner,  the  person  or  persons  in- 
terested in  the  defence  made  against  establishing 
aoy  cbiim,  or  the  United  States'  Attorney,  to  pro- 
duce, and  which  shall  be  admissible,  according 
to  the  rules  of  evidence,  and  the  principles  of 
law. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  all 
cases  in  which  evidence  shall  be  ofiered  by  the 
petitioner,  which  has  not  been  received  by  either 
of  the  tribunals  constituted  by  law  for  that  pur- 
pose, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Attorney  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  in  which  the  suit 
shall  be  instituted,  or  any  person  interested  in  the 
defence  may  examine,  or  cause  to  be  examined, 
the  witnesses,  whether  examined  in  court,  or  by 
commission  under  the  authority  thereof;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Ofiace  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
keeper  of  any  public  records,  who  may  have  pos- 
session of  the  records  and  evidence  ot  the  ditfer- 
CDt  tribunals. which  have  been  constituted  by  law 
for  the  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  Missouri,  as 
held  by  France,  upon  the  application  of  any  per- 
son or  persons  whose  claim  to  lands  has  been  re- 
jected by  such  tribunals,  or  either  of  them,  or  on 
the  application  of  any  person  interested,  or  by  the 
Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Missouri,  to  furnish  copies  of  such  evidence,  cer- 
titied  under  his  official  signature,  with  the  seal 
of  office  thereto  annexed,  if  there  be  a  seal  of 
office. 


Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  any  claim 
to  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  within  the 
purview  of  this  act,  which  shall  not  be  brought 
oy  petition  before  the  said  courts,  within  two  years 
from  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  which,  after  being 
brought  before  the  said  courts,  shall,  on  account 
of  the  neglect  or  delay  of  the  claimant,  not  be 
prosecuted  to  a  final  decision  within  three  years, 
shall  be  for  ever  barred,  both  at  law  and  equity, 
and  no  other  action,  at  common  law,  or*  proceed- 
ings in  equity,  shall  ever  thereafter  be  sustained 
in  any  court  whatever,  in  relation  to  said  claims. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  eftaded,  That,  upon  the 
final  decision  of  aoy  claim  prosecuted  under  this 
act,  in  favor  of  the  claimant  or  claimants,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  such  claimant  to  demand, 
and  receive  from  the  clerk  of  the  court  in  which 
such  final  decision  is  had,  a  copy  of  the  decree 
in  his,  her,  or  their  favor,  under  the  official  signa- 
ture of  the  clerk,  and  the  seal  of  the  court,  if  aoy 
seal  belong  to  it,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  sur- 
veyor of  public  lands  for  the  State  of  Missouri, 
who  shall,  thereupon,  cause  the  land  specified  in  ^ 
said  decree  to  be  surveyed  at  the  expense  of  the 
party  ;  and  duplicate  plats,  and  certincates  of  the 
survey,  so  macfe,  to  be  returned  into  his  office,  one 
of  which  shall  remain  in  said  office,  and  the 
other,  authenticated  by  the  attestation  and  official 
signature  of  the  surveyor  of  public  lands,  shall  be 
delivered  on  demand,  to  the  party  interested  there- 
in, and  the  same  being  presented  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  Washington 
City,  shall  entitle  the  party  interested  to  a  patent 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  in  each 
and  every  case  in  which  any  claim,  tried  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  finally  decided 
against  the  claimant,  and  in  each  and  every  case 
in  which  any  claim,  cognizable  imder  the  terms 
of  this  act,  shall  be  barred  by  virtue  of  the  pro- 
visions contained  therein,  the  land  specifiea  in 
such  claim  shall,  forthwith,  be  held  and  taken  as 
a  part  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States, 
subject  to  the  same  disposition  as  any  other  pub- 
lic land  in  the  same  district. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  clerk 
of  said  court  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed, 
when  any  petition  of  claim  is  filed,  undfer  the  pro- 
visions 01  this  act,  before  any  proceedings  thereon, 
to  require  good  and  sufficient  security  lor  all  cost 
and  charges  which  may  accrue  thereon  in  prose- 
cuting the  same  to  a  final  decree ;  and  the  District 
Attorney,  Clerk,  Marshal,  attending  witnesses, 
,  and  jurors,  shall  severally  be  allowed  such  fees  for 
their  services  and  attendance  as  may  be  allowed 
by  law  for  the  like  services  and  attendance  in  the 
District  Court  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  be  paid 
by  the  party  calling  for  such  service  or  attendance, 
except  where  the  petitioner  or  petitioners  fail  to 
prosecute  his.  her,  or  their  suit,  or  claim,  to  a  final 
decree,  or  to  obtain  a  final  decree  in  his,  her,  or  their 
favor,  or  where  any  such  title  or  claim  may  have 
been  presented  to  the  commissioner,  or  the  register 
and  receiver,  acting  as  commissioners,  for  the  ex- 
amination of  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  said  dis- 
trict, and  by  them  has  been  reported  unfavorably 
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on;  in  all  which  cases,  all  cost,  charges,  and  ex- 
penses, of  such  prosecutions,  shall  be  paid  bv  the 
petitioner  or  petitioners;  that  the  clerk  oi  the 
court,  in  which  the  final  decree  shall  be  bad,  shall 
be  allowed  one  dollar  and  fiftf  cents  for  the  offi- 
cial copy  of  such  final  decree ;  that  the  surveyor 
of  public  lands  shall  be  allowed  one  dollar  for 
each  of  the  official  certificates  required  of  him ; 
and  the  keeper  of  the  records  and  evidence,  taken 
under  former  acts  of  Conmss,  for  the  adjustment 
of  land  titles,  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  ten 
cents  for  every  hundred  words  contained  in  any 
such  written  evidence  of  their  claim,  to  be  paid  by 
the  party  applying  therefor. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  attorney  of  the  United  States 
fur  the  district  in  which  the  suits  authorized  by  this 
act  shall  be  instituted,  in  every  case  where  the  de- 
cision is  against  the  United  States,  and  the  claim 
exceeds  one  thousand  acres,  to  make  out  and  trans- 
mit, to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
a  statement  containing  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
^  the  points  of  the  law  on  which  the  same  was  de- 
cided \  and  if  the  Attorney  General  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  the  decision  of  the  district  court  was 
erroneous,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  direct  an  appeal 
to  be  made  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  appear  for,  and  prosecute,  the  said 
appeal  in  that  court  \  and  it  shall  be  the  further 
duty  of  the  District  Attorney  to  observe  the  in- 
structions given  to  him  by  tne  Attorney  General 
in  that  respect. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Marshal  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, by  himself  or  deputy,  to  attend  the  said 
court  while  in  session,  and  to  execute  all  process 
to  him  directed  by  the  court,  under  this  act. 

Sec.  11.  And  he  it  fwther  enacted^  That  if,  in 
any  case,  it  should  so  happen  that  the  lands,  tene- 
ments, or  hereditaments,  decreed  to  any  claimant, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have  been 
sold  by  the  United  States,  or  otherwise  disposed 
of,  or  if  the  same  shall  not  have  been  heretofore 
located,  in  each  and  every  such  case,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  party  interested,  to  enter, 
after  the  same  shall  have  been  offered  at  public 
sale,  the  like  quantity  of  land,  in  parcels,  conform- 
able to  sectional  divisions  and  subdivisions, in  any 
land  office  in  the  State  of  Missouri ;  and,  if  it 
should  so  happen,  that,  in  making  such  entries, 
there  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  enterer  a 
fractional  excess  of  acres^  of  less  number  than 
the  smallest  sectional  divisions  authorized  by  law 
to  be  sold,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  party 
interested,  to  enter,  in  virtue  of  such  fractional  ex- 
cess, the  quantity  of  one  half-quarter  section,  upon 
paying  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  each 
acre  contained  in  such  half-quarter  section,  over 
and  above  the  fractional  excess  to  which  he  may 
be  entitled  by  such  confirmation. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  the  judge  of  the  District  Court  for  the 
State  of  Missouri  shall  hold  his  sessions  at  the 
following  places,  viz :  at  the  town  of  St.  Louis, 
in  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  on  the  third  Monday  of 


September  next ;  at  the  town  of  Sl  GeiieTieie.ii 
the  county  of  St.  Genevieve,  on  the  third  Mob^it 
of  December  next ;  and  at  the  town  of  Jackioc, 
in  the  county  of  Gape  Girardeau,  on  the  ikd 
Monday  of  April  next ;  he  shall  appoint  bis  ova 
clerks ;  and,  after  the  first  and  each  ot  ilie  ai^ 
sessions,  he  shall  thereafter  sit  apoii  His  onaii- 
journments,  at  the  places  aforesaid,  aotil  all  tfe 
business  before  him  shall  be  completed, or  liietise 
limited  by  this  act  shall  have  expired ;  of  vbieii 
said  adjournments,  and  the  time  of  holdiog  tk 
special  sessions,  aforesaid,  public  notice  sfaiU  br 
given  at  each  of  the  places  aforesaid,  tod  aisnek 
other  places,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  as  heskil 
direct:  ProcidedL^  That,  at  either  of  the  plice 
aforesaid,  the  conrt  may  take  cognizance  aodp 
rtsdiction  of  any  claim  within  the  limiu of  t:ie 
State :  Provided  tnorecfver,  That,  if  there  shooU  ^ 
any  person  defending  against  the  coofirfflattoBc; 
such  claim,  in  such  case  the  trial,  in  case  besia. 
request  the  same,  shall  be  had  at  that  phce  tear- 
est  the  residence  of  such  person  defendiog  aeait't 
such  confirmation :  Provided^  That  none  ot  tv 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  applied  toadiis 
of  the  representatives  or  assignees  of  Jacques  Cia- 
morgan,  deceased,  lying  between  the  Mbssoarii&i 
Mississippi  rivers,  and  covertng^rts  of  the  coos- 
ties  of  Sl  Charles  and  Lincdn,  in  the  Suseci 
Missouri. 

Sec.  13.  And  he  it  fiaiher  eMcUd,  ThattJieD^ 
trict  Judge  for  the  State  of  Missouri  shall,  «b i' 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  by  ihiiv^ 
be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  eight  hundred  doUan  ^ 
annum,  in  addition  to  his  salary  as  District  Joe? 
for  the  State  of  Missouri,  which  shall  bemfi 
for  his  services. 

Sec.  14.  Andhe  ii  fwrtker  enacted,  That  aii  ^^ 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  extend  to,  and  beij}- 
plicable  to,  the  Territory  of  Arkansas;  sod, ^ 
the  purpose  of  finally  aetUing  and  adjostiogib; 
titles  and  claims  to  lands  derived  fromtheFreacj 
and  Spanish  Governmenta,  respectirely,  ^  ^ 
perior  Court  for  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  steJ 
have,  hold,  and  exercise  jurisdiction,  ia  ail  cases, 
in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  resi»^ 
tions  and  regulations,  in  all  respects,  as  bf  i^ 
act  is  given  to  the  District  Coon  for  the  Stake: 
Missouri ;  and  the  Judges  for  the  Soperior  Cosn, 
Clerk  of  said  Court,  Marshal,  and  District  Aiisf- 
ney  of  the  United  States  for  the  said  Terriiory 
shall,  severally,  perform  the  same  duties,  and  ba» 
the  same  powers,  in  relation  to  the  claims  to  Uh 
presented  and  prosecuted  in  said  Court,  id  tk 
Territory  of  Arkansas,  as  is  herein  proTidfli  wia 
regard  to  the  titles  and  claims  to  land  prtsesw 
and  prosecuted  in  the  District  Court  for  theStta 
of  Missouri;  and  the  Judges  of  said  Super^s: 
Court,  the  Clerk,  Marshal,  and  District  Attorwy 
shall,  each,  severally,  receive  theame  feesjenfe- 
nments,  and  compensation,  for  their  serried  ^' 
is  in  this  act  provided,  in  regard  to  thtdeo^ 
Judge,  Clerk,  Marshal,  and  District  Attontfv.s 
the  State  of  Missouri;  and  the  said  Court  $»^ 
commence  its  first  session  on  the  first  MoDOtf  i^^ 
October  next,  at  Little  Rock,  in  the  Terruonr** 
Arkansas ;  and,  afterwards,  shall  sit  upon  luovs 
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adjournments,  at  the  place  aforesaid,  until  all  the 
business  before  it  shall  be  completed,  or  the  time 
limited  by]  this  act  shall  have  expired  ;  of  which, 
public  notice  shall  be  given,  as  is  provided  in  this 
act,  in  relation  to  the  District  Court  of  the  State 
of  Missouri:  Prot>ided^  That  in  all  cases  of  a  de- 
cree against  the  United  States,  fur  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  land  than  fi?e  hundred  acres,  in  the  Su- 
perior Court  of  Arkansas,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Attorney  of  the  United  States  to  transmit  to 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  a  like  statement  of  the  facts  and 
points  of  law  in  the  case,  as  is  required  of  the 
District  Attorney  of  Missouri ;  and  the  same  right 
of  appeal,  from  the  decisions  of  the  Court  in  Ar- 
kansas, shall  be  allowed  to  each  party,  that  are 
prescribed  in  relation  to  decisions  in  the  District 
Court  of  Missouri. 

Sec,  15.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  none  of 
the  provisions  of  the  fourteenth  section  shall  ex- 
tend to  claims  of  a  larger  amount  than  one  league 
square. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  to  ectablish  an  additional  Land  Office  in  the 

State  of  Misfloari. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  so  much  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  included  in  the  present 
district  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  as 
lies  within  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit :  Be- 
ginning on  the  Mississippi  river,  between  town- 
ships numbered  forty-eight  and  forty-nine;  thence, 
west,  to  the  range  line  between  ranges  ten  and 
eleven ;  thence,  north,  to  the  township  line  be- 
tween townships  numbered  fifty-two  and  fifty- 
three;  thence,  west,  to  the  range  line  between 
ranges  thirteen  and  fourteen ;  thence,  north,  to  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri; 
thence,  east,  with  the  State  line  to  the  river  Des- 
moines ;  thence,  with  the  river  Desmoines,  and 
the  State  line,  to  the  Mississippi  river ;  thence, 
with  and  down  the  Mississippi  river,  to  the  place 
of  beginning,  so  as  to  include  all  the  islands  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  shall  be 
formed  into  a  new  land  district,  to  be  called  "the 
District  of  Salt  River;"  and,  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  within  the  district  hereby  constitu- 
ted, there  shall  be  a  land  office  established  at  such 
place,  within  the  said  district,  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  designate. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fktrtluT  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  a  Register  and  Receiver  appointed  to  said 
office,  to  superintend  the  sales  of  public  lands  in 
the  said  district,  and  who  shall  reside  at  the  place 
where  said  office  is  established,  give  security  in 
the  same  manner  and  sums,  and  whose  compen- 
sation, emoluments,  duties,  and  authorities,  shall, 
in  every  respect,  be  the  same,  in  relation  to  the 
lands  to  be  disposed  of,  at  their  offices,  as  are  or 
may  be,  by  law,  provided,  in  relation  to  the  Re- 
gisters and  Receivers  of  Public  Moneys  in  the 
several  offices  established  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
landb. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  such 
public  lands,  embraced  within  the  district  created 
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by  this  act,  which  shall  have  been  offered  for  sale 
to  the  highest  bidder,  at  St.  Louis,  pursuant  to 
any  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  which  lands  remain  unsold  at  the 
taking  effect  of  this  act,  shall  be  subject  to  be  en- 
tered and  sold  at  private  sale,  by  the  proper  officer 
or  officers  of  the  land  office  hereby  created,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  subject  to  the  same  terms,  and 
upon  the  like  conditions,  as  the  sales  of  said  lands 
would  have  been  subject  to,  in  the  land  office  at 
St.  Louis,  had  they  remained  attached  to  that 
office. 
Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  making  further  appropriations  for  the  Military 
Service  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  wit : 

For  pay  of  a  Superintenaent  of  Indian  Affairs 
at  St.  Louis,  and  the  several  Indian  Agents  as  al- 
lowed by  law.  twenty-six  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  Sub- Agents,  as  allowed  by  law, 
thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  dollars ; 

For  presents  to  Indians,  as  authorized  by  act  of 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  ten  thou- 
sand dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses,  ninety-five  thousand 
dollars ; 

For  making  the  surveys,  compensation  to  the 
Commissioners,  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
under  the  act  "  for  establishing  a  National  Armory 
on  the  Western  waters,*'  in  addition  to  the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated  by  the  said  act,  four  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars; 

For  the  Q^uartermaster's  Department,  fuel,  sta- 
tionery, and  contingencies  of  the  Military  Acade- 
my, eleven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ; 

For  the  salaries  of  two  Clerks  in  the  second 
Auditor's  Office,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  the 
twentieth  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  and  not  included  in  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  ninth  of  January, 
transmitting  the  annual  estimates  of  appropriations 
for  the  present  year,  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. . 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  and  seventy  cents,  in  addition  to  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  appropriation  of  the  act  of 
the  seventh  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-two,  of  twenty-nine  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and  thirty  cents, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  title  of'^  the  Creek  Indians  to 
the  land  now  occupied  by  them,  lying  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  seve- 
ral sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out  of 
I  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
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priated:  Provided^  however ,  That  no  money,  appro- 
priated by  this  act,  shall  be  paid  to  any  person, 
for  his  compensation,  who  is  in  arrears  to  the 
United  States,  until  such  person  shall  haye  ac- 
counted for,  and  paid  into  the  Treasury,  all  sums 
forwhich  he  may  be  liable:  Provided  further,  That 
nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  extend  to 
balances  arising  solely  from  the  depreciation  of 
Treasury  notes,  received  by  such  person,  to  be  ex- 
pended in  the  public  service ;  but  in  all  cases  where 
the  pay  or  salary  of  any  person  is  withheld,  in 
pursuance  with  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
accounting  officer,  if  demanded  by  the  party,  his 
agent,  or  attorney,  to  report,  forthwith,  to  the 
agent  of  the  Treasury  Depariment,  the  balance 
due ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  agent, 
within  sixty  days  thereafter,  to  order  suit  to  be 
commenced  against  such  delinquent  and  his  sure- 
ties. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  granting  donations  of  land  to  certain  actaal 
settleri  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

Be  it  eruicted,  ^c,  That  the  commissioners  for 
ascertaining  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  Florida 
be.  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  required, 
within  their  respective  districts,  and  in  addition  to 
their  former  duties,  to  receive  and  examine  all 
claims  that  may  be  presented  to  them,  and  the  evi- 
dence in  support  of  each  of  such  claims,  founded 
on  habitation  and  cultivation  of  any  tract  of  land, 
town,  or  city  lot,  or  out-lot,  by  any  person,  being 
the  head  of  a  family,  and  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
who,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  niueteen,  actually  in- 
habited and  cultivated  such  tract  of  land,  or  actu- 
ally cultivated  and  improved  such  lot,  or  who,  on 
that  day,  cultivated  any  tract  of  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  any  town  or  city,  having  a  permanent  residence 
in  such  town  or  city,  in  said  Territory ;  and  to 
grant  certificates  of  confirmation  for  any  tract  of 
land  thus  inhabited  and  cultivated,  or  cultivated 
by  any  person  of  the  above  description,  residing 
in  any  town  or  city  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tract  so 
cultivated ;  which  land  shall  be  located  in  an  en- 
tire body,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in  conformity  to 
the  surveys  of  the  contiguous  public  lands,  and  so 
as  to  embrace  the  principal  improvements  then 
made  on  any  tract  so  claimed,  and  shall  not  ex- 
ceed in  quantity  six  hundred  and  forty  acres :  And 
it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  said  Commissioners 
to  receive  claims  to  land  founded  on  habitation 
and  cultivation,  commenced  between  the  twenty- 
second  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  nineteen,  and  the  seventeenth  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  when 
Florida  was  surrendered  to  the  United  Slates,  and 
evidence  in  support  of  the  same;  and  to  report  an 
abstract  of  all  such  claims  to  Congress,  and  of  the 
claims  by  them  confirmed,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  the  claims  merely  reported  on 
shall  be  laid  before  Congress  at  their  next  session, 
with  the  evidence  of  the  time,  nature,  and  extent 
of  such  habitation  and  cultivation,  in  each  case, 
and  the  extent  of  the  claim:  Provided^  That  no 


claim  shall  be  received,  confirmed,  or  reported  t? 
Congress,  by  the  said  Commissioners,  for  confir- 
mation, in  favor  of  any  person,  or  the  legal  repre- 
iientativ£s  of  any  person,  who  claims  any  tract  of 
land  in  said  Territory,  by  virtue  of  any  writiee 
evidence  of  the  title  derived  from  either  the  Brit 
ish  or  Spanish  Governments. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  granting  certain  lots  of  ground  to  the  C«po- 
ration  of  the  City  of  Mobile,  and  to  certain  icdine- 
uals  of  said  city. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  the  right  and  claiD 
of  the  United  States  to  the  lots  known  as  the  hor 
]^ital  and  bake-house  lots,  containing  about  three- 
fourths  of  an  acre  of  land,  in  the  city  of  Mobilr. 
in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and  also  ail  the  rifa; 
and  claim  of  the  United  States  to  all  the  lou  oc: 
sold  or  confirmed  to  individuals,  either  by  this  or  i 
any  former  act,  and  to  which  no  eqai table  iAat 
exists  in  favor  of  any  individual  under  this  or  U} 
other  act,  between  high-water  mark  and  the  chat- 
nel  of  the  river,  and  between  Church  street  nskL  \ 
North  Boundary  street,  in  front  of  the  said  citr.  | 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  vested  in  the  Maro: 
and  Aldermen  of  the  said  city  of  Mobile  for  tlw 
time  being,  and  their  successors  in  office,  for  tlM 
sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  city,  forever. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  fwrther  enacted.  That  all  t^ 
riffht  and  claim  of  the  United  States  to  so  maay 
of  the  lots  of  ground  east  of  Water  street  and  be- 
tween Church  street  and  North  Boundary  street 
now  known  as  water  lots,  as  are  situated  betweet 
the  channel  of  the  river  and  the  front  of  the  ioti 
known  under  the  Spanish  Government  as  watet 
lots,  in  the  said  city  of  Mobile,  whereon  improve 
ments  have  been  made,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
vested  in  the  several  proprietors  and  occapaats  w: 
each  of  the  lots  heretofore  fronting  on  the  rirer 
Mobile,  except  in  case&  where  such  proprietor  or 
occupant  has  alienated  his  right  to  any  such  \^i 
now  designated  as  a  water  lot,  ot  the  Spaniel 
Government  has  made  a  new  grant  or  order  ;i 
survey  for  the  same,  during  the  time  at  which  th^v 
had  the  power  to  grant  the  same ;  in  which  c^>c. 
the  right  and  claim  of  the  United  States  shall  bie 
and  is  hereby  vested  in  the  person  to  whom  &qc^ 
alienation,  grant,  or  order  of  survey,  was  made, 
or  in  bis  legal  representative:  Provid&i,  Thai 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  affect  the  claim  or  claims,  if  any  such  there  he. 
of  any  individual  or  individuals,  or  of  any  bodr 
politic  or  corporate. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  complete  the  Survey  of  the  Soathcm  zzi 
Western  Boundary  of  the  State  of  Missoori. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  hoc- 
dred  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  it- 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be 
applied  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  tb^ 
Treasurv,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated, 
to  complete  the  payment  for  surveying  the  south- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  so 
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much  of  the  western  boundary  line  thereof  as  lies 
sooth  of  the  Missouri  river. 
Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


Ad  Act  making  an  appropriation  towards  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  Quaupau  titles  to  lands  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Arkansas. 

Be  it  mactidj  4^c.,  That  a  sum  not  ezceediug 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  duaupau  Indians, 
for  the  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  sapplementary  to  an  act  of  Congrtos,  pasaed 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  one  thoosand  eight 
handred  and  twelve,  entitled  "An  act  making  fur- 
ther proTision  for  settling  the  claims  to  land  in  the 
Territory  of  Misaouri." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  individual  owners  or  claimants  of  town  or 
village  lots,  and  common  field  lots,  in,  adjoining, 
or  belonging  to  the  several  towns  or  villages  of 
Portage  des  Sioux,  St.  Charles,  St.  Louis,  St. 
Ferdinand,  Villa  k  Robert,  Carondelet,  St.  Gene- 
vieve, New  Madrid,  New  Bourbon,  and  Little 
Prairie,  in  Missouri,  and  the  village  of  Arkansas, 
in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  whose  lots  were  eon- 
firmed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  thirtieth  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
entitled  ^^An  act  making  further  provision  for  set- 
tling the  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri." on  the  ground  of  inhabitation,  cultivation, 
or  possession,  prior  to  the  twentieth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  to 
proceed,  within  eighteen  months  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  to  designate  their  said  lots  by  proving, 
before  the  recorder  of  land  titles  for  said  State 
and  Territory,  the  fact  of  such  inhabitation,  culti- 
vation, or  possession,  and  the  boundaries  and  extent 
of  each  claim,  so  as  to  enable  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral to  distinguish  the  private  from  the  vacant 
lots,  appertaining  to  the  said  towns  and  villages. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enctcted,  That,  immedi- 
ately after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  allowed 
for  proving  such  facts,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Surveyor  General,  within  whose  district  such 
lots  lie,  to  proceed,  under  the  instructions  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  to 
survey,  designate,  and  set  apart  to  the  said  towns 
and  villages,  respectively,  so  many  of  the  said 
vacant  town  or  village  lots,  out  lots,  and  common 
field  lots,  for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  said 
towns  and  villages,  respectively,  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  not,  before  that  time, 
have  reserved  for  military  purposes,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one-twentieth  part  of  the  whole  lands 
included  in  the  general  survey  of  such  town,  or 
village,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  second 
section  of  the  above  mentioned  act  of  Congress ; 
of,  [and]  also,  to  survey  and  designate,  so  soon 
after  the  passage  of  this  act  as  may  be,  the  com- 


mons belonging  to  said  towns  and  villages,  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  claims  and  confirmations, 
under  the  said  act  of  Congress,  where  the  same 
has  not  been  already  done:  Provided,  That  lots 
relinquished  to  the  United  States  on  account  of 
damages  done  them  by  the  earthquakes,  and  in 
lieu  of  which  lands  have  been  located  elsewhere, 
shall  neither  be  so  designated  or  set  apart,  nor 
taken  into  the  estimate  of  the  quantity  to  which 
any  town  or  village  is  entitled. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fwrther  enacted,  That  the  Re- 
corder shall  issue  a  certificate  of  confirmation  for 
each  claim  confirmed,  and  shall  receive  for  the 
services  required  of  him  by  this  act  the  sum  of  one 
dollar  for  each  lot  so  proved  to  have  been  inhab- 
ited, cultivated,  and  possessed,  to  be  paid  by  the 
respective  claimants;  and,  so  soon  as  the  said 
term  shall  have  expired,  he  shall  furnish  the  Sur- 
veyor General  with  a  list  of  the  lots  so  proved  to 
have  been  inhabited,  cultivated,  or  possessed,  to 
serve  as  his  guide  in  distinguishing  them  from  the 
vacant  lots  to  be  set  apart  as  above  described,  and 
shall  transmit  a  copy  of  such  list  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fttrther  enacted,  That  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  and  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to 
the  village  of  Mine  &  Burton,  and  the  right  of 
filing  their  claims  with  the  Recorder. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824.  ^ 


An  Act  granting  to  the  Counties  or  Parishes  of  each 
Slate  and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
the  public  lands  are  situated,  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  quarter  sections  of  land,  for  seats  of  justice 
within  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  there  be  granted  to  the 
several  counties  or  parishes  of  each  State  and 
Territory  of  the  United  States,  where  there  are 
public  lands,  at  the  minimum  price  for  which 
public  lands  of  the  United  States  are  sold,  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  one-quarter  section  of 
land,  in  each  of  the  counties  or  parishes  of  said 
States  and  Territories,  in  trust  for  said  counties 
or  parishes,  respectively,  for  the  establishment  of 
seats  of  justice  therein:  Provided,  The  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  each  of  said  quarter  sections  shall 
be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public 
builumgs  in  the  county  or  parish  for  which  it  is, 
located,  after  deducting  therefrom  the  amount 
originally  paid  for  the  same :  And  provided  further, 
That  the  seat  of  justice  for  said  counties  or  par- 
ishes, respectively,  shall  be  fixed  previously  to  a 
sale  of  the  adjoining  lands  within  the  county  or 
parish  for  which  the  same  is  located. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  so  much 
of  such  acts,  heretofore  passed,  granting  to  States 
rights  of  pre-emption,  tor  county  or  parish  pur- 
poses, as  require  said  seats  of  justice  to  be  con- 
tinued at  or  near  the  centre  of  each  of  said  coun- 
ties or  parishes,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 
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An  Act  making  appropriationa  for  carrying  into  effect 
certain  Indian  Treaties. 

« 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  suras  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  that  is  to 
say: 

For  carrying  into  effect  so  much  of  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  eighth  January,  eicrhteen 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  between  the  United 
States,  and  the  Creeic  nation,  as  relates  to  the 
compensation  due  to  the  citizens  of  Georgia,  by 
the  Creek  nation,  the  appropriation  heretofore 
made  for  that  object  beins  exhausted,  the  sum  of 
twenty-three  thousand  doflars ; 

For  the  payment  of  the  annuity  to  the  Creek 
nation,  as  provided  for  by  the  same  article  of  said 
Treaty,  the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  an- 
nually, for  five  years,  and  the  sum  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  annually,  for  six  years  thereafter  ; 

For  implements  of  husbandry,  and  stock  of 
cattle  and  hogs,  aereeably  to  the  stipulation  con- 
tained in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Florida  Indians,  of  the  eighteenth  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-three,  the  sum  of 
six  thousand  dollars ; 

For  the  payment  of  the  annuity  to  the  Florida 
Indians,  as  provided  for  by  the  third  article  of  said 
treaty,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  annually, 
for  twenty  years ; 

For  the  expense  of  rations  to  be  furnished  to 
said  Indians,  agreeably  to  the  fifth  article  of  said 
treaty,  the  sum  of  sixty-five  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred'doUars ; 

For  compensation  for  improvements  that  may 
be  abandoned  by  said  Indians/  as  provided  for  by 
the  fifth  article  of  said  treaty,  the  «um  of  four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ; 

For  transportation  of  the  different  tribes  to  the 
lands  assigned  them  by  the  said  treaty,  as  pro- 
vided for  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  same,  the  sum 
of  two  thousand  dollars ; 

For  the  establishment  of  a  school,  and  the  sup- 
port of  a  gunsmith  for  said  Indians,  as  provided 
for  by  the  sixth  article  of  said  treaty,  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars,  annually,  for  twenty  years ; 

For  running  the  line  of  the  land  assigned  to  said 
Indians,  as  provided  for  in  the  seventh  article  of 
said  treaty,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  U  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Miid 
sums  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


adapt  the  said  laws  of  procedure  to  the  o^aizt- 
tioD  of  such  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
avoid  any  discrepancy,  if  any  such  should  exist, 
between  such  State  laws  and  the  laws  of  tbf 
United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  petit 
jurors,  for  the  trial  of  all  causes,  as  well  civil  as 
criminal,  shall  be  designated,  summoned,  and  re- 
turned, in  the  manner  that  now  is  directed  bytke 
laws  of  the  said  State,  with  respect  to  jurors  (o 
serve  in  the  district  courts  of  the  said  State  of 
Louisiana ;  and  that  all  the  duties  directed  bv 
such  State  laws  to  be  performed  by  the  sberi£ 
and  clerks,  in  relation  to  the  designation,  soia- 
moning,  and  returning,  such  jurors,  shall  be  per- 
formed by  the  Marshal  of  the  United  States  tsi 
the  clerk  of  the  court  of  the  United  States,  id  the 
district  where  such  court  of  the  United  States 
shall  sit,  and  that  the  petit  jurors  to  serve  in  suck 
court  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  taken  from 
the  parish  in  which  said  court  holds  its  sessions 
but,  that  the  grand  jurors  may  come  from  aor 
part  of  the  district,  and  may  be  summoned  tod 
empannelled  by  the  Marshal,  in  the  manner  dov 
prescribed ;  and  the  Marshal,  for  the  purpose  of 
designating  such  petit  jurors,  shall  take  the  names 
of  flill  persons  liable  to  serve  as  jurors,  from  ibe 
list  made  by  the  sheriff,  for  the  purpose  of  drawiag 
jurors  for  the  district  court  of  the  State ;  and  soch 
number  of  jurors  shall  be  drawn  for  each  termcf 
such  court  of  the  United  States,  or  for  such  por- 
tion of  each  term  as  the  court  may,  by  its  rotes, 
direct :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  judge  of 
any  of  the  said  courts  of  the  United  States  from 
directing  a  jury  to  be  summoned  frocn  any  otko 
parish  withm  the  District,  whenever  it  may  be 
necessary  to  secure  an  impartial  trial ;  but  that, 
in  all  such  cases,  the  names  of  the  jury  shall  be 
also  designated,  by  lot,  in  the  manner  directed  by 
the  laws  of  the  State,  for  designating  jurors  to 
serve  in  the  district  courts:  And  pnmded,  olm. 
That  special  juries  may  be  directed  for  the  trial 
of  any  particular  civil  cause,  by  the  consent  of 
parties,  out  not  otherwise. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Aet  to  regulate  the  mode  of  practice  in  the  Courts 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  District  of  Looiaianae 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  mode  of  proceeding 
in  civil  causes  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
that  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  established  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  shall  be  conformable  to 
the  laws  directing  the  mode  of  practice  io  the 
district  courts  of  the  said  State :  jhrovided.  That 
the  judge  of  any  such  court  of  the  United  States 
may  alter  the  times  limited  or  allowed  for  differ- 
ent proceedings  in  the  State  courts,  and  make,  by 
rule,  such  other  provisi/^na  as  may  be  necessary  to 


An  Act  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  th^  Circoit 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  fourth  cxFcait  io 
the  Maryland  District. 

Be  it  enaotied,  ^c.  That  the  terms  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  fourth  circuit 
in  the  district  of  Maryland,  which  are  now  direct- 
ed by  law  to  be  holoen  on  the  first  day  of  May 
and  seventh  day  of  November,  in  each  year,  shall 
be  hereafter  holden  on  the  8th  days  of  May  and 
December  in  each  year,  except  where  such  days 
shall  occur  on  Sunday,  when  the  terms  of  the 
said  Court  shall  commence  and  be  holden  on  tbe 
next  succeeding  day. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  ii  further  enacted,  That  the  first 
session  of  the  said  Circuit  Court,  after  the  passafe 
of  this  act,  shall  be  held  on  the  eighth  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
four. 
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Sec.  3.  And  U  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pro- 
ess  which  may  have  issued,  or  which  may  here- 
ifter  issue,  returaable  to  the  next  succeeding 
erms,  as  heretofore  established,  shall  be  held  re- 
uroable,  and  be  returned,  to  those  terms  to  which 
bey  are  severally  changed  by  this  act. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


in  the  State  of  Virginia  shall  cease  to  be  a  part  of 
the  Eastern  Judicial  District  of  Virginia,  and 
shall  be  added  to,  and  form  a  part  of,  the  Western 
District^  that  is  to  say :  the  counties  of  Botetourt, 
Rockbridge,  Alleghany,  Bath,  Pendleton,  Augus- 
ta, Rockingham,  Shenandoah,  Frederick,  Jefler- 
son,  Berkley,  Morgan,  Hampshire,  and  Hardy ;  and 
that,  in  addition  to  the  terms  of  the  District  Court, 
now  bolden  in  the  Western  District,  the  Judge  of 


In  Act  suthoriziog  an  examination  and  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  of  8t.  |  said  Western  District  shall  hold  two  terms  ii  the 
Mary's,  in  Georgia,  and  of  the  coast  of  Florida*  and 


for  other  purposes 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
^avy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to 
ye  made  an  examination  and  survey  of  the  har- 
)ors  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  and  St. 
Gary's,  in  Georgia,  in  reference  to  the  expediency 
}{  establishing  a  navy  yard  at  either  of  those 
)laces,  for  the  building  and  repairing  sloops  of 
ivar  and  other  vessels  of  an  inferior  class;  and, 
ilso,  to  cause  to  be  made  and  perfected,  an  exami- 
lation  and  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Pensacola,  and 
he  coast  of  Florida,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  ex- 
)ediency  of  establishing  a  naval  depot  at  Pen- 
lacola,  or  at  such  place  in  the  vicinity  of  it,  as 
nay  be  most  advantageous  to  the  United  States; 
ind  that  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
he  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the  puiposes 
iforesaid,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
)therwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  May  25, 1824. 

Kn  Act  further  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour  in 
the  (ounty  of  Alezindria. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  the  better  regula- 
ion  of  the  inspection  of  flour  within  the  county 
>f  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 
.Common  Council  of  the  town  of  Alexandria 
hall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  empowered  and  re- 
quired to  divide  the  said  county  and  town  into 
wo  inspection  districts;  that,  to  each  of  these 


each  year,  at  Staunton,  in  the  county  of  Au- 
gusta. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  itfu/rther  enacted,  That  the  terms 
of  the  courts  in  the  said  Western  District  shall  be 
held  on  the  days,  and  at  the  places,  hereinafter 
mentioued,  viz :  at  Staunton,  on  the  second  Mon- 
days in  April  and  September ;  at  Wythe  Court- 
house, on  the  third  Mondays  in  April  and  Sep- 
tember; at  Lewisburg,  on  the  fourth  Mondays  m 
April  and  September;  and  at  Clarksburg,  on  the 
fourth  Mondays  in  May  and  October,  in  each 
year. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That,  if  the 
judffe  shall  not  attend  on  the  first  day  of  any  court, 
such  court  shall  stand  adjourned,  from  day  to  day, 
for  three  days,  if  the  same  cause  continue ;  after 
which  time,  if  the  iudge  still  fail  to  attend,  the 
court  shall  stand  adjourned  until  the  first  day  of 
the  next  term. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  eruuted.  That  the  judge 
of  said  court  shall  have  power  to  hold  special  ses- 
sions, at  his  discretion,  at  either  of  the  said  places, 
for  the  trial  of  civil  or  criminal  cases. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  conveyed  to 
the  United  Staiea  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  agent  of  the  Treas- 
ury be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized,  in  all  cases 
listricts,' there  shall  be  appointed  a  fiour  inspector,    wnere  the  estates  of  insolvent  debtors  have  been, 
a  the  mode  now  authorized  by  law,  to  perform    or  hereafter  shall  be,  assigned  to  the  United  States, 


ilternate  duties  in  the  said  districts ;  each  of  the 
la  id  inspectors  shall  be  liable'  to  removal  from 
>ffice  at  any  time  within  the  term  for  which  he 
;ball  have  been  appointed  by  the  court  making 
he  appointment;  and,  during  his  continuance  in 
>£&ce,  shall  enjoy  the  same  rights,  and  be  subject 
o  like  duties  and  restraints,  as  the  present  inspect- 
>r  of  flour  in  the  said  county  of  Alexandria. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the  said 
Z^ommon  Council  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  em- 
;>owered  to  provide  for  a  re-inspection  of  nour  in 
»tore,  whenever,  in  their  opinion,  it  may  require 
It,  and  to  regulate  the  exportation  and  shipment 
thereof;  to  pass  laws  for  the  punishment  of  all 
persons  who  shall  be  guilty  of  fraud,  or  otherwise 
violate  their  regulations,  and  to  alter  or  amend 
Lhe  present  inspection  laws,  so  far  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  effect  that  object. 

Approved,  May  26,  1824. 

An  Act  to  alter  the  Judicial  DistricU  of  Virginia,  and 

for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  counties 


under  the  act  of  the  sixth  June,  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight,  entitled  '^An  act  providing 
for  the  discharge  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debts 
due  to  the  United  States,"  to  sell  such  estates, 
whether  real  or  personal,  at  snch  time,  and  in 
such  manner,  as,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  he  shall  think  fit,  for  the 
best  price  that  can  be  had  therefor,  and  to  make 
all  needful  conveyances,  assignments,  or  transfers, 
of  the  same,  to  tne  purchaser  or  purchasers. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  at  any 
and  every  sale  on  executions,  at  the  suit  of  the 
United  States,  of  lands  or  tenements  of  a  debtor, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  United  States,  by  such 
agent  as  the  agent  of  the  Treasury  shall  appoint, 
to  become  the  purchaser  of  such  lands  and  tene- 
ments: Provided,  That,  in  no  case,  shall  such 
agent  bid  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  for  a 
greater  amount  than  that  of  the  judgment  for 
which  such  estate  may  be  exposed  to  sale,  and 
the  costs ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  marshal 
of  the  district,  in  which  such  sale  shall  be  held, 
in  case  such  purehases  shall  be. made,  to  make  ah 
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needful  conveyances,  assignments,  and  transfers, 
to  the  United  States^  and  the  agent  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  hereby  authorized,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  seii  and  convey 
the  said  lands  and  tenements,  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  directed  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  in 
respect  to  lands  and  tenements  assigned  by  insol- 
vent debtors. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  JMher  enacted,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to 
take  away  or  impair  any  other  remedy  which  the 
United  States  may  be  now  entitled  to  have  against 
the  person  or  property  of  debtors,  to  enforce  the 
satisfaction  of  judgments  obtained,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  obtained. 

Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  concerning  the  pre-emption  rights  in  the  Ter^ 

ritory  of  Arkansas. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  every  person,  and  the 
lesal  representative  of  every  person,  who  was  en- 
tiued  to  the  right  of  pre-emption,  in  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  12th  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of 
Lousiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri,"  in  that 
tract  of  country,  north  of  the  river  Arkansas, 
ceded  by  the  United  States  to  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion of  Indians,  on  the  eighth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized,  in  lieu  thereof,  and  in 
full  compensation  for  such  right  of  pre-emntion, 
to  enter  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
in  the  District  of  Lawrence,  In  said  Territory, 
any  tract  within  said  District,  on  which  they  may 
have  made  improvements  previously  to  the  passage 
of  this  act,  or  any  unimproved  tract  within  said 
District,  the  sale  of  which  is  authorized  by  law : 
Provided,  That  no  more  than  one  quarter  section 
of  land  shall  be  sold  to  any  one  Individual,  in  vir- 
tue of  this  act ;  and  the  same  shall  be  bounded  by 
the  sectional  and  divisional  lines  run,  or  to  be  run, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor  of  the  United 
States'  Lands  for  the  States  of  Missouri  and  lUi- 
nob,  and  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
person  claiming  a  preference  in  becomiii|^  the  pur- 
chaser of  a  tract  of  land,  in  virtue  or  this  act, 
shall  deliver  a  notice  in  writing^  to  the  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  for  said  District,  statinff  therein 
that  he  was  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  rignt,  under 
the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress,  in  that  part  of  the 
Territory  of  Arkansas  ceded  as  aforesaid ;  and, 
also^  particularly  designating  therein  the  quarter 
section  he  is  desirous  to  enter,  which  notice  the 
Register  shall  file  in  his  office ;  and  in  every  case, 
where  it  shall  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Register  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  of  the 
Land  Office  aforesaid,  that  any  person,  who  has 
delivered  such  notice,  was  entitled  to  a  pre-emp- 
tion right  under  said  act  of  Congress,  in  that  part 
of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  ceded  as  aforesaid, 
shall  have  a  nght  to  enter  with  the  Register  of 
said  Land  Office,  at  the  minimum  price  £or  which 


the  United  States'  lands  are  sold,  the  tract  of  land 
designated  in  said  notice,  on  producing  his  reonpc 
from  the  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  for  the  par- 
chase  money  of  said  tract,  as  in  case  of  other 
public  lands  sold  at  private  sale  ;  and,  as  a  eom- 
pensation  for  their  services,  the  Register  and  Re- 
ceiver shall,  each,  be  entitled  to  one  dollar  in  every 
such  case,  to  be  raid  by  the  clainaaat  of  such  pre- 
emption right :  Provided,  That  every  such  eotry 
ana  payment  shall  be  made  at  least  two  weeks 
previous  to  the  time  of  ofiiering  the  adjacent  Uads 
at  public  sale,  unless  the  same  be  entered  in  sack 
part  of  said  District  as  shall  have  been  offpred  at 
public  sale  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act; 
in  which  case,  such  entry  shall  be  made  withia 
two  years  from  the  passage  thereof. 
Approved,  May  26, 1824. 


An  Act  providing  for  tho  disposition  of  three  aevcnl 
tracts  of  lands  in  Tascarmwas  Goanty,  in  the  Sutt 
of  Ohio,  and  for  other  pnrpoaaa. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  three  several  tracts 
of  land,  lyincr  in  the  county  of  Tuscarawas,  ia 
the  State  of  Ohio,  lately  retroceded  lo  the  United 
States  by  the  Society  of  United  Brethren  for  pro- 
pagating the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen,  shall  be 
surveyed  and  laid  ofi"  into  such  lots,  having  regard 
to  the  existing  surveys  and  improvements  tbereoo, 
as  will  best  conduce  to  the  sale  thereof:  Provided, 
That  the  lots  and  tracts  which  the  United  States 
are  bound  to  convey  to  the  said  Society,  shall  be 
laid  ofi*  according  to  the  contract  for  retrocession : 
And  provided,  also,  That  a  snitaUe  numbtf  of  in- 
lots  and  out-lots,  in  the  town  of  Gnadenhotteny 
shall  be  laid  ofi"  for  said  town,  embracing  the  im- 
proved part  thereof,  and  the  fields  adjoining,  now 
occupied  by  the  inhabitants,  which  shall  be  plat- 
ted and  numbered,  and  a  copy  recorded  in  said 
county,  according  to  the  laws  of  Ohio. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjkrther  enacted.  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shall  be,  and  ia  hereby, 
authorized  to  appoint  an  agent,  who  shall  reside 
near  the  said  land,  whose  doty  it  shall  be  to  super- 
intend and  direct  the  survey  of  said  land  and 
lots ;  to  receive  and  pay  over  to  the  Treasury  the 
rents  due,  and  to  become  due.  on  said  lands ;  to 
take  possession  of  such  parts  of  said  lands  as  may 
be  forfeited  by  the  tenants,  by  reason  of  non-per- 
formance of  the  covenants  in  their  leases ;  to  as- 
certain the  actual  cash  value  of  each  of  the  lots 
and  town  lots,  with  the  improvements  thereon, 
and,  also,  the  value  of  each,  subject  to  the  condi- 
tions of  the  lease  outstanding  on  it,  by  the  aid  of 
two  disinterested  appraisers,  to  be  welected  by  the 
Secretary ;  to  ascertain  the  award  to  be  made  lo 
Isaac  Simners,  Jesse  Walton,  Barzillai  Walton, 
Jesse  Hill,  and  Boaz  Walton,  according  to  their 
leases ;  to  receive  a  surrender  of  such  of  the  leases 
outstanding  on  such  lands,  as  the  holders  thereof 
may  be  disposed  to  make,  who  have,  or  shall  fir3t 
comply  with  the  conditions  of  their  leases,  up  lo 
the  time  of  their  surrender ;  to  superintend  the  sale 
of  said  lands  and  lots,  and  to  transfer  to  the  pur- 
chasers who  shall  boy  any  of  said  land  or  lots, 
subjected  to  the  leases  thereon,  the  lease  of  the  lot 
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or  land  so  bought ;  and  to  do  whatever  else  may 
be  necessary  to  effect  a  speedy  and  advantageous 
disposition  of  said  lands  and  lots. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enactedy  That  a  right  of 
pre-emption  sliall  beallowed  to  John  Andreas,  John 
Neigaman,  Jacob  Winsh.and  Catharine  Tsc  hud  y, 
at  the  real  cash  value  of  the  lots  occupied  by  them, 
according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  said  agreement 
for  retrocession,  and  to  any  of  the  lessees,  for  any 
of  the  remaining  lots,  or  town  lots,  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  the  amount  stipulated  to  be  paid  to 
them  by  the  United  States :  Provided,  That  anv 
of  the  persons  entitled  to  pre-emption,  who  shall 
be  desirous  to  avail  themselves  of  such  right,  shall 
give  notice  to  the  said  kgent  of  such  their  inten- 
tion,  before  the  cash  value  of  the  lots  is  ascertain- 
ed ;  and,  in  the  case  of  the  lessees,  shall,  at  or  be- 
fore the  time  of  giving  such  notice,  pay  all  arrears 
of  rent,  and  surrender  their  leases ;  and  sball^  im- 
mediately after  the  said  cash  value  is  ascertamed, 
be  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  lot  or  land  to  which 
they  are  entitled  as  aforesaid,  on  paying  the 
amount  of  such  cash  value;  or,  in  the  case  of  the 
Society,  on  the  executing  and  delivering  to  said 
agent,  a  discharge  to  the  United  States,  for  so 
much  as  said  lot  or  land,  whereto  a  pre-emotion 
is  claimed,  shall  amount  to,  on  account  or  any 
sum  to  become  due  them  by  reason  of  stipulations 
in  said  retrocession ;  and  no  right  to  such  pre- 
emption shall  be  considered  as  extending  beyond 
the  time  ofcommencing  the  sale  of  said  lands,  as 
hereinafter  directed. 

Sbc.  4.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  may  cause  to  be  designated, 
and  allowed  for  public  use,  the  usual  ground  for 
streets  and  alleys  in  said  town,  for  public  ground 
and  for  schools ;  and  may,  moreover,  cause  to  lie 
designated  and  set  apart,  one  lot  in  each  of  said 
tracts,  not  exceeding  one  thirty-sixth  part  of  each, 
the  title  whereof  shall  be  vested  in  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  held  in  trust  for  the  use  of 
schools^  in  the  same  manner  as  other  lands,  ffrant- 
ed  by  the  United  States  for  the  us6  of  schools,  are 
held  in  that  State. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  imme- 
diately after  the  said  surveys  shall  be  completed, 
the  cash  value  ascertained,  and  the  school  lands 
designated,  the  said  agent  shall  ^ive  notice,  by 
advertisement  in  one  newspaper  m  Washington 
City,  and  one  in  Steubenville,  one  in  Zanesviile, 
and  one  in  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  of  the  time, 
not  less  than  sixty  days  from  the  first  publication, 
when  he  will  ofler  the  said  lands  and  lots  for  sale, 
at  public  vendue,  at  the  courthouse  in  New  Phil- 
adelphia aforesaid  ;  and  shall,  at  such  time  and 
place,  proceed  to  offer  for  sale,  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, any  of  said  lands  or  lots,  remaining  undisposed 
of,  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  provided  for ;  and 
none  of  said  lots  or  land,  shall  be  put  op  at  a  less 
som  than  .the  actual  cash  value,  ascertained  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  in  case  any  of  said  lessees  shall 
have  failed,  or  refused,  to  surrender  their  leases, 
the  sale  shall  be  made  subject  to  those  leases ;  and 
each'  purchaser,  who  may  purchase  at  such  sale, 
shall  immediately  pay  to  the  said  agent  the  amount 
of  his  purchase,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  amount, 


specifying  the  lot  or  land  purchased  ;  upon  which 
the  purchaser  shall  be  entitled  to  a  patent,  as 
other  purchasers  of  public  lands  are :  but,  in  case 
any  purchaser  shall  fail  to  make  his  payment  as 
aforesaid,  at  or  before  the  close  of  tne  sale,  he 
shall  be  considered  as  having  forfeited  his  pur- 
chase, and  the  land  struck  off  to  him  shall  be  again 
offered  for  sale,  in  the  same  nianner  as  if  it  had 
never  been  struck  off;  and  the  said  agent,  imme- 
diately after  the  close  of  such  sale,  shall  pay  over 
the  money  received  at  such  sale,  and  for  rent,  to 
the  United  States,  and  report  all  his  proceedings 
to  the  General  Land  Office ;  and  the  President 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  whenever 
the  boundaries  of  the  several  lots  stipulated  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  said  Society  shall  be  ascertained, 
tu  issue  patents  therefor  to  said  Society. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  theajgent 
herein  provided  for,  shall  take  an  oath  of  office, 
and  give  bond  and  security,  in  such  sum  and  form 
as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  direct,  and 
be  allowed  and  paid,  for  his  services,  a  salary  at 
the  rate  of  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum :  Pr<h 
vided,  That  said  office  shall  not  continue  longer 
than  is  necessary  to  perform  the  duties  herein  re- 
quired, and  not  longer  than  one  year ;  and  said 
salary,  together  with  the  incidental  expenses  at- 
tending the  said  survey  and  sale,  shall  be  charged 
to  the  fund  to  be  raised  by  the  sale  of  said  lots  and 
land.  The  said  appraisers  shall  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  two  dollars  for  each  day  actually  employed 
in  the  appraisement  aforesaid,  and  neither  the  said 
agent  nor  appraisers  shall  be  at  liberty  to  purchase 
any  of  the  said  lands  or  lots. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That,  if  any 
such  land  or  lots  remain  unsold  at  public  auction, 
as  aforesaid,  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  entry 
and  sale  at  the  land  office  in  Zanesviile,  in  Ohio, 
at  the  actual  cash  price,  ascertained  as  aforesaid, 
in  the  same  manner  that  other  lands  of  the  United 
States  are  authorized  to  be  entered ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  ^counting  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  to  keep  a  separate  account  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  lots  and  lands  aforesaid,  and  of  all 
moneys  received  and  disbursed  on  account  there- 
of; and,  after  the  expenses  of  survey  and  sale  of 
said  lots  and  land  shall  be  reimbursed,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
to  the  said  society  the  sums  stipulated  to  be  paid 
them,  and  for  which  they  shall  not  have  taken 
lands  and  lots  as  hereinbefore  provided  for ;  to  pay 
the  said  Simners,  Hill,  and  Waltons,  the  sums 
awarded  to  them ;  and  then  to  credit  the  residue 
of  the  proceeds  of  said  lots  and  lands,  as  they  shall 
be  received,  to  the  fund  for  raising  the  annuity  for 
the  Christian  Indians,  so  called,  in  the  manner 
stipulated  in  the  agreement  entered  into  with 
them  on  the  eighth  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-three. 

Sec  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  when- 
ever the  said  Christian  Indians  shall  notify  the 
President  of  the  United  States  that  they  wish  to 
remove  from  their  present  residence,  on  the  river 
Thames,  into  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  to  designate  a 
reservation  of  not  less  than  twenty-four  thousand 
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acres  of  land,  to  be  held  by  the  said  Indians  in  |  bos,  presented  to  the  nation  by  O-  O.  Btrrdl, 
the  usual  manner  of  Indian  reservations,  so  lonff  United  States  Consul  at  Malaga,  be  placed  in  the 
as  they  shall  live  thereon ;  and  from  the  time  said  I  Library  of  Congress. 

Indians  shall  remove  on  to  said  reservation  the  Rtewoed^  That  the  two  faondred  copies  of  tJ» 
annuity  shall  cease.  !  Declaration  of  Independence,  now  in  the  Depart- 

Approved)  May  26,  1824.  ment  of  State,  be  distributed  in  the  manner  fol- 

,  lowing :  two  copies  to  each  of  the  sarriring  sifo- 

RE80LUTI0NS.  |  ers  of  the  Declaration  of   Independence ;  two 

Resolution  in  relation  to  an  intended  visit  of  the  Mar-   copies  to  the  President  of  the  United  State» ;  two 

quia  de  Lafayette  to  the  United  States.  copies  to  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  Stales; 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  having  expressed  his  two  copies  to  the  late  President,  Mr.  Madimi; 
intention  to  revisit  this  country —  i  two  copies  to  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette ;  twair 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  j  copies  for  the  two  Houses  of  Congress ;  twelrc 
^  the  United  StcUes  of  America  in  Congress  assen^bUd,  copies  for  the  different  Departments  of  the  Gor- 
That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate !  ernment ;  two  copies  for  the  President's  boose; 
to  him  the  assurances  of  grateful  and  affectionate  two  copies  for  the  Supreme  Court  room ;  one  copr 
attachment  still  cherished  for  him  by  the  Govern-  to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  States ;  and  oo€ 
ment  and  people  of  the  United  States.  to  each  branch  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  Statn: 

And  be  it  fitrther  resolved,  That  whenever  the .  one  copy  to  each  of  the  (^vernors  of  the  Toriio- 
President  shall  be  informed  of  the  time  when  the  |  ries  of  the  United  States ;  and  one  copy  to  tbe 
Marquis  may  be  ready  to  embark,  that  a  national ;  Legislative  Council  of  each  Territory  ;  and  tbe 
ship,  with  suitable  accommodation,  be  employed  |  remaining  copies  to  the  different  Universities  uui 
to  bring  him  to  the  United  States.  •  Colleges  of  the  United  States,  as  the  Presideat  of 

Approved,  February  4, 1824.  the  United  States  may  direct. 


Resolutions  providing  a  place  of  deposite  for  the  Por- 
trait of  Columbus,  and  directing  the  distribution  of 
certain  copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
now  in  the  Department  of  State.  i  tion. 

Resohed,  f  <;.,   That  the  Portrait  of   Colum- 1     Approved,  May  26,  1824. 


Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Uoiled 
States  be  requested  to  cause  the  distribution  of 
the  said  copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
to  be  made,  agreeably  to  the  forgoing  resolu- 
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TO  THE  PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES  OF  THE   FIRST  SESSION  OF 

THE  EIGHTEENTH  CONGRESS. 


SENATE. 


A.  Page. 

Ucommodfttions  for  Congrees,  Mr..  Dickenon 
sabmiUed  n.  resolution  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  make  sach  diitribution  of  the 
rooms  of  the  Capitol  as  business  may  re- 
qaire  ..-•^.•28 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed  -  32 
report  made,  and  agreed  to       -        -        -    768 

Iccoantability  of  Public  Officers.     (See  Public 

Officers,) 
IccouDts,  Committee  on,  appointed  .        .       27 

leu  of  Congress,  Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  res- 
olution in  relation  to  such,  as  may  expire 
during  the  present  sesaion,  read  -  -  78 
read  the  second  time,  and  laid  on  the  table  81 
Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  submitted  a 
resolution  to  publish  with  an  index  called 
for  by  Congress,  such,  as  are  limited    -      95 

agreed  to 102 

message  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  State  on  the  above  resolution      •        -    784 
Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  expiration  of  laws        -        •      84 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary      89 

report  made -      96 

laid  on  the  table        .....     102 

^ma,  Ephraim,  and  others,  Mr,  Diekersoo 
presented  a  memorial  from,  read  and  re* 
ferred 119 

^ournment,  Mr.  Macon  aubmitted  a  resolution 

in  relation  to,  read        ....  509 

postponed          ......  515 

considered         ......  527 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  628 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        •  529 

amendments  received        ....  759 

concurred  in    -        ••        -        -        -  762 
a  resolution  from  the  House  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  report  upon  the  business  to 
be  done  before  the,  concurred  in,  and  the 

committee  appointed      ....  533 

a  report  in  part  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  570 

farther  report  laid  on  the  table        -        •  655 

Senate  adjourn  tint  die    ...        -  790 

abams,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  re- 

apecting  pre-emption  in  Bibb,  Conecuh, 

Henry,  and  other  counties  in         *        -  56 

agreed  to  ......75 

bill  for  that  purpose  reported  and  read  -  110 
read  a  second  time  -  •  -  -  .112 
ordered  lo  the  third  reading        -        -        •117 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        •  120 

18th  C02f.  1st  Se8s<— A 


Alabama — continued.  Page. 

a  bill  to  regulate  survey,  dec,  of  lands  in, 

reported  and  read  •  •  -  -  162 
read  the  second  time  -  '  -  -  -  167 
laid  on  the  table  .  •  .  .  .  258 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  275 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  286 
Mr.  Kelly  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
State  in  relation  to  holding  the  district 
court  in  the  northern  part  of,  read  and 

laid  on  the  table 132 

Mr.  King  presented  a  resolution  of,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  its  navigable 
waters,  read  and  referred  •  -  .132 
a  bill  to  repeal  in  part  an  act  to  enable  the 
people  of,  to  form  a  constitution,  dec, 
reported  and  read  ....    252 

read  the  second  time         ....    256 

laid  on  the  table 334 

considered         ......    340 

again  laid  on  the  table      ....    342 

taken  up  and  considered  -  .  -  .  572 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  573 
title  amended,  and  the  bill  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed    -        .        -        -        .    574 
Mr.  Kelly  submitted  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  praying  relief  to  certain  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands,  read  and  referred     133 
Alden,  Judah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of       -        -        -    593 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        •        •616 
reported  without  amendment    ...    656 

laid  on  the  table 746 

Alexandria,  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  presented 
a  memorial  of  the  Council  of,  praying 
extension  of  their  charter,  read  and  re- 
ferred            -        -     120 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  a  memorial  of  the 

Turnpike  Company  of,  and  Washington, 

praying  authority  to  collect  toll,  read  and 

referred         ..-.--     151 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  establishment 

of  said  company,  reported  and  read  -  209 
read  the  second  time  ....  234 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  •  -  318 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    323 

amendments  received        ....    448 
concurred  in     .....        *    462 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
regulate  the  inspection   of  flour  in  the 

county  of 709 

read  twice,  and  referred  .  -  -  .716 
reported  without  ameodment    ...    726 


Ill 
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Alex  andriay-coD  tinned.  Page. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        -    780 

read  the  third  time,  and  paf«ed        -*        -    788 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentativet,  to 
confer  certain  powers  on  the  Levy  Court 
of  --.-•..    721 

read  twfce,  and  referred    •        -        -        .    7S6 
a  memorial  from   Alexander  Moore,  and 
others  of,  prayiifjg  the  postponement  of 
the  bill,  read  and  referred       -        -        -    761 
the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        -    786 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -    789 

Alford  Jonas,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred        ...    833 
the  committee  discharged  -        .        .        .     339 
Alleghany  River,  Mr.  Smith  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  connecting  by  canal  the  Snsque- 
hannah  and  *         .....      79 

read,  and  laid  on  the  table         -        -        -      86 
agreed  to  ......90 

the  committee  discharged  from  oonsidera* 
tion  of  the  resolution     ....    758 

Allen,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson   pre* 

sented  the  memorial  of,  read  and  referred     136 

Allen,  Zachariah,  and  others,  Mr.  Knight  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  additional 
duty  on  wool,  read  and  referred    -        •      37 

Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  Mr.  Benton 
submitted  a  resolution  for  one,  in  relation 
to  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  Pre* 
sident,  read  ......      32 

read  the  second  time         ....      36 

referred    -----.-44 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolution  for  an, 
in  relation  to  the  election  of  President, 
read      .......41 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -      44 
Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  a  resolution  for 
an,  respecting  the  choice  of  Representa* 
tives  and  Electors,  read  twice  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee        -        -        •      43 
reported  with  an  amendment    -        -        -     103 
considered         -        116,  130,  133,  160, 165,  167 
report  of  the  committee  upon  the  several  re- 
solutions proposing,  in  regard  to  the  elec* 
tion  of  President  and  Vice   President, 
read      •        -        -        .        -        -        -     100 

recommitted      - 102 

resolution  that  no  one  shall  be  eligible  to 
the  office  of  President  for  more  than  two 
terms,  reported  and  read        >        •        -103 
read  the  second  time  -        •        •        -    110 

considered         ......    154 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -159 

passed 160 

the  several  resolutions  proposing  an,  re* 
specting  the  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President,  under  consideration      354,  376,  402 
postponed  indefinitely        ....    417 
Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  for  an, 
in  relation  to  the  mode  of  determining 
the  validity  of  the  election  of  President, 
read  twice,  and  referred         -        •        *      44 
Mr.  Van  Buren  submitted  a  resolution  for 

an,  in  regard  to  election  of  President     •      73 
referred  to  the  committee  on  other  reeolu* 
tions  of  a  similar  nature         •        -        «      74 


Amendment  to  the  Conatitutioa— eontiniied.     Pigi. 
Mr.  Mills  submitted  a  reaolotaoa  for  aB«  in 

relation  to  the  election  of  President  •  li 
referred  ----..  -7* 
resolution  for  an,  proposed  by  Mr.  Taylor 

at  the  last  session,  ordered  to  be  printed  4S 
Mr.  Van  Buren  eubmitted  a  resolatioii  fsr 

an,  in  relation  to  the  power  of  Coagrest 

to  make  roads  and  canals,  read 
read  the  second  time         .... 
laid  on  the  table        ..... 


116 

1» 


Arkansas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaenta- 
tives  to  furnish,  for  the  use  of  the  Terri- 
tory, an  abstract  of  the  military  bounty 
lands  within  the  same,  read   ... 

roferrod    ---.-.- 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -        .        - 

Mr.  Benton  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  a  modifiemtion  of 
the  western  boundary  line,  read  and  re« 
ferrod    .....        -        . 

a  bill  to  fix  the  western  boundary  of,  reported 
and  read        ....         .        . 

the  report  in  fnll       ..... 

the  bill  read  the  second  time      .         .        . 

laid  on  the  table        .        .        .         .       . 

ordered  to  the  Uiird  reading       ^        .       . 

recommitted     ....        .       . 

reported  with  amendments        .        .       . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  daims  ia, 
reported  and  read  .         .         .        . 

read  the  eeoond  time         .        .        .       . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .       . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

a  message  from  the  President  in  relation  to 
James  Miller,  Governor  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred  -        -        - 

a  bill  oanftrming  certain  acta  of  the  Gov 
emor,  and  for  other  purpooes,  reported, 
and  read  twice 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and 

a  bill  to  provide  a  Surveyor  General  lor, 
reported,  and  read  * 

read  the  second  time  • 

postponed  indefinitely 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
extinguish  the  Quapaa  titie  to  lands  in 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        . 

reported  without  amendment     • 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 

a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  daims  in, 
reported,  and  read 

read  the  second  time         ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
(dee  Pre-emption.-^^ee  Miamuru) 

Armistead,  W.  K.,  Mr.  Barbour  preeented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 

Armories,  a  report  of  the  expenditares  at  the  Na- 
tional, Slc;  read    •        .        .        .       - 

Arms,  Lemuel,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of  Rspte- 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of       .        .       • 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        .       • 
reported  without  amcndBciit    « 
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Smote  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Ffflf,  Lemael-— continued.  Page. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reeding        •        -747 
read  the  third  time,  and  peaaed  -        •        .    750 
imy,  so  much  of  the  Preaident'a  Meaaage  aa 
refera  to  the,  fortificationa,  Militery  Acad- 
emy, dcc«,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aflaira      •        .        •        .        .      37 
nay  Regiater,  a  copy  of  the,  for  each  member, 

tranamitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War        -      96 
ihinead^  John,  and  othera,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  o^  read,  and  referred    833 
tkiosoD,  Moeea,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmea  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred    268 
adverse  report  made  -        -        .        -        •    307 
agreed  to------*    809 

Bdioo  Selea,  Mr.  Smith  prcaented  a  memorial 
of  a  number  of  citiaene  of  Baltimore 
sgeinat,  read,  and  referred      -        •        -     138 
the  committee  diacharged  -        -        -        .    77s 
Hon,  Samuel  J.,  Mr.  Elliott  preaented  the  peti- 
tion ott  read,  and  referred       -        -        -     116 
committee  diacharged        .        •        .        •    342 

B. 

ibbit,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaae  of  Repre- 
sentativea  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred  ---..-      77 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        .      89 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -     103 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaied  -        •        -     110 
KOt,  Thomaa  W.,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of 
Repreaentativea  for  the  relief   of,  read 
twice,  and  referred         -        ...      63 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -      56 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...      76 
read  the  third  time,  and  paft^ed  -        -      77 

iker,  Jamea,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred   -        -     233 
iker,  Lewis,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickeiaon  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred     119 
ifixe.    (Bee  Lauistana,) 
dl,  William  Lee,  a  meaaage  from  the  House 
of  RepresentatiTea  announcing  the  death 

of 

rHoIation  to  attend  the  funeral  of  -  - 
ink,  United  Stetee,  a  report  from  the  Secretory 
of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  dividenda 
paid  or  payable  by  the  .... 
tnkruptcy,  Mr.  Smith  preaented  a  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Baltimore, 
praying  an  uniform  system  of,  read,  and 

referred 107 

irt)onr,  Jsmee,  of  Virginia,  attended      .        .        9 
remarks  of,  on  daima  due  to  Virginia  for 

adTances  during  the  late  war          •        27,  34 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francia  Hender- 
son        87,  99 

on  the  tranaportetion  of  the  mail       -        -     118 
on  proposed  amendmente  to  the  Conatitn- 

tion 168,  411 

tpeech  of,  on  the  same      -        -        -        •    388 
on  the  bill  for  additional  aloopa  of  war        -    210 
remarks  of,  on  the  aame    •       -        • 
on  Imprisonment  for  Debt 
on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dec. 
on  the  Tariff  bill       .... 
rnstable  Bay.     (See  Buzzard's  Bay.) 
vUett,  WiUiam,  John  Stearna,  Nathaniel  Car- 
ver, and  othera,  bill  from  the  Houae  of 
Hepresentotivea  for  the  relief  of,  read     -      77 


313 
314 


26 


226,  233 

-  276 

-  333 
667,  668 


Bartlett,  William — continued.  Page, 

bill  read  the  aecond  time,  and  referred        -  78 

reported  without  amendment    ...  84 

debated,  and  laid  on  the  table    -        -        -  90 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      •        -        -  92 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  96 
Bartlett,  William,  and  others,  of  Newburyport, 
Mr.  Mills  presented  the  memorial  of,  rela- 
tive to  French  depredations,  read,  and 

referred         .-..--  101 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  similar  memorial  of, 

read,  and  referred         ....  2O6 

Barton,  David,  of  Missouri,  attended        .        .  9 
Baton  Rouge,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion for  making  a  post  road  from  Opelou- 

aaa^to 815 

laid  on  the  teble        .....  3x8 
bin  from  the  House  of  Repreaentotivea  rela- 
tive to  a  public  lot  at     •        -        -        -  677 
read,  and  referred      .....  573 
reported  without  amendment    ...  674 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  780 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  788 
bill  from   the    House  of   Repreaentotives 
granting  a  tract  of  land  to  Weat,  read 
twice,  and  referred         ....  777 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  786 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed         -        -  788 

Baudin,  Nicholaa,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama  pre- 
aented the  petition  of  Nicholaa  Cook, 
agent  for    the  heira  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred  ...---.56 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  and  the 

heirs  of  Joseph  Chastong,  reported  -  137 
read  the  aecond  time  -  •  -  -  142 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  162 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -     163 

Bayly,  Moontjoy,  Doorkeeper  and  8ergeant-at- 
Arms,  a  resolution  authorizing,  to  employ 
an  asaistont,  read  twice        -        -        -      11 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -        -      24 

Beard,  David,  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaen- 
totives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred         .--.--  616 

reported  without  amendment    .        .        -  666 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        -        -  747 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -  760 

Beealey,  Thomaa,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  increase 
of  duty  on  imported  iron,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     481 

Bell,  Samuel,  of  New  Hampehire,  attended      -  9 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  for  aettling  claims 

against  the  United  Stotes      -        -        -  480 

Belt,  Benjamin  M.    (See  Langiey,  Hezekiah,) 

Bennett.    (See  Napier ,  4*^.) 

Bennett,  Joshua,  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

reaentotivea  for  the  relief  of   -        -        -  682 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        -        .  692 

reported  without  amendment     ...  653 

laid  on  the  Ubie 746 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        -  749 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed         -        *  752 

Benneville,  Daniel,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the 
petition  of,  respecting  the  tariff,  read,  and 
referred         .-.---    233 

Benton,  Thomas  H.,  of  Miaaoori,  attended       -        9 
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Benton,  Thomas  H.— continued.  Page.  | 

speech  of,  on  a  propoaed  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  relative  to  the  election  of 

President 167 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the 

bill  to  protect  the  Indian  fur  trade  •        -    438 
remarks  o^  on  the  same    >        .        .    456,  459 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  surveys  of  roads 
and  canals    ------    534 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  disposal  of  re- 
fute lands     .---..    583 

on  the  Tariff  bill 698 

on  his  resolution  in  relation  to  domestic 

hemp 753 

Bertrand,  J.  F.,  and  others,  Mr.  Johnson  ^pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  alteration  of 
the  naturalization  laws,  read, and  referred    855 
Berry,  Taylor.    (See  Le  Sieur,  Firman.) 
Blagrove,  William,  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  --•-.•    574 
reported  with  amendment        -        •        •    598 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    750 

Blean,  Robert,  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  the  relief  of  • 
read  twice,  and  reforred  >  -  .  . 
reported  without  amendment  ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Bloorafield,  John,  and  others^  Mr.  Hayne  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifiea- 
tion  of  the  alien  laws,  read,  and  referred 

Blount,  J.  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Branch  presented 
a  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French  Spo- 
listions,  read,  and  referred      ... 

Boardman,  Elijah,  resolution  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of    ••.... 

Boker,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of,  concerning  duty 
on  foreign  iron,  read,  and  referred  • 

Bombeigin,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay 
presented  the  memorial  of,  respecting  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred 

Books  and  Maps,  Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  a 
resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to  pur- 
chase, for  the  use  of  Congress 
agreed  to- 

Bowen,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  respecting  duty  on 
foreign  iron,  resd,  and  referred 

Boyd,  Joseph  C,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the 

Setition  of,  sUting  his  inability  to  settle 
is  accounts  from  the  loss  of  papen,  read, 
and  referred  -        -        .        .        . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 
read  the  second  time  ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paseed 

Brace,  Stephen,  hill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  for  the  jrelief  of       -        - 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        • 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Bradford,  Charles,  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 

sentatives  fur  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of     -     583 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        •        •793 
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Bradford,  Charlee^-ooatiniied.  f^. 

IhU  reported  without  amendmeiU  -  -  (H 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  •  •  74. 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  •  Itt 
Branch,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  •  i: 
remarks  o(,  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  aeceeat- 

ability  of  publie  officers  •        •     237,14. 

remarks  on  a  resolution  proposing  an  amsad- 
ment  to  the  Conetitatioa 
Brick,  Joshua*  and  others,  Mr.  McDvaine  pn- 
sented  the  petition  of*  praying  incrsaaesf 
dnty  on  iron,  resd,  and  reierred 
Bridges,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Johnson  presenled  the 

petition  ol^  read,  and  reierred 
Brooke,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  preMatc4 
the  memorial  of,  praying  a  rrviaian  of  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred 
Brooks,  P.  C.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pmentsd 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  Frnich  spoli- 
ationa,  read,  and  referred 
Brooks,  James,  Jehu,  and  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Rcpresentativee  for  the  re- 
lief of,  and  their  heirs    ... 
read  twice,  and  referred    ... 
reported  without  amendment 
oidered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Broneon,  Alvin,  a  bill  from  tlM  House  of  Repra- 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred    ... 
reported  without  amendment     . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Brotherton,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of    - 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         •        . 
repotted  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paseed 

Brown,  Daniel,  the  petition  pf,  called  up,  aad 
referred         ..... 
has  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers 
Brown,  Ethan  Allen,  of  Ohio,  attended    - 
remarks  oi,  on  the  bill  for  opening  certiia 
roads  in  Florida  •        -      891,S9S.9 

Brown,  James,  of  Louisiana,  attended 

letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  Senate 
Brown,  Jonas  B.,  and  others,  Mr.   Mills  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  in  rclatioo  to  the 
tarifi^  read,  and  laid  on  the  table    - 
Brown,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repi«* 
sentatives  for  issuing   letters  pateat  b)» 
read,  and  referred .        .        .        •       • 
reported  without  amendment    .        •      - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Brush,  Elijah,  a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  R^re-   J 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of      -       *      '  ^ 
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read  twice,  and  referred     .        .        - 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      .        .       • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Burd,  Paul,  aad  others,  Mr.  McUvaine  pressntsd 
the  petition  of,  read,  and  refeneid  - 

Bums,  Malachi,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Btf- 
resentatives  for  the  relief  of  -  * 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  .  ^  ^ 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  •  £^l 
laid  on  the  table        .        .       .       - 
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kits,  Mark,  and  other*,   Mr.  Lloyd  preaented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred   -        -    804 
izzard*8  Bay,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  reaola- 
tion  directing  the  Committee  on  Roads 
end  Canals  to  make  inqniries  in  relation 
to  a  canal  between  Barnstable,  and        -      83 
agreed  to  -----      89 

C. 

dwallader,  Mitchener,  Mr.  King  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  leave  to  copy  State 
papers,  dec,  read,  and  referred       -        -       54 
Id  well,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lanman  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  relative  to  Fiench 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred        -        -     108 
flip,  Jesse,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -        -        -186 
committee  discharged        ....    316 
nada,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred         -        -     314 
II by,  Israel  T.,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion off  read,  and  referred       -        •        -SI 
nnon.  Bombs,  dtc,  a  bill  for  the  supply  of, 

read      -        - 147 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        -151 
reported  without  amendments   -        -        -    242 

debated 329 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        -        -    333 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •    333 

ipitol,  statement  of  William  Lambert  relative 

to  the  longitude  of  the,  read  .        -        • 

ordered  to  be  printed        -        - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentativea 

making  appropriations  for  farnishiog  the 

rooms  in  the         .        .        .        -        • 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        -        • 

reported    ------- 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        - 
read  the  third  tinte,  and  passed 
(See  Accommodations.) 

rlisU    Artillery,  Mr.   Findlay  presented  the 

petition  of  the,  praying  to  be  received 

into  service,  read,  and  referred 
Tr,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Hayne  presented 

the  petition  of,  against  an   increase  of 

duties,  read,  and  referred 

jToll,  Daniel,  of  Dnddington,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Repreaentativea  for  the  relief 

of 

remd  twice,  and  referred    - 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

trter,  John,  of  Kentucky,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred    - 
reported  without  amendment    • 
laid  on  the  table        -        -        . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

irver,  Nathaniel.     (See  Bartkit,  WilUean,) 
leet  Loudon,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of,   read  twice 
and  referred  ... 

reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
r«ad  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Castine,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  in    -  691 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        •        -        -  703 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        .  709 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        •  752 
Causici,  Enrico,  a  letter  from,  announcing  the 
completion  of  a  group  of  statuary  for  the 
Capitol,  referred    -        -        .        .        -  509 
committee  discharged        ....  524 
Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution  directing 

the  payment  of  $1,000  to,  read      -        -  782 

the  third  reading  negatived        .        -        -  789 

Cazenove,  Anthony  C,  and  others,  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  presented  the  petition  of,  against 
the  recession  of  Alexandria,  read,  and  re- 
ferred    427 

the  committed  discharged  -        -        .    532 

Chandler*  John,  of  Maine,  attended         -        .  9 

is  qualified        - 10 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam'l 

OUbert 90 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hender- 
son         99 

on  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war  139,  149,  224 

on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  d&c.         -        -  331 
on  the  bill  for  settling  claims  against  the 

United  States 477 

on  the  Tariff  biU 594 

Chandler,  Walter  8.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        •        -        -  54 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported*,  and  read  -  147 

read  the  second  time       C        ~        *        *  ^^^ 
recommitted     •        -        •        •        -        -154 

reported  with  amendments        ...  166 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  257 
amended,  by  adding  the  name  of  Samuel 

Ward,  and  passed         -        •        -        -  258 

Chapin,  Samael,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Tariff,  read,  and  referred      -    233 

Chaplain  elected      .---••      80 

Charleston,   Mr.  Hayne  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  citiiens  of,  in  relation  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  read,  and  referred  -      48 
the  committee  discharged  ...    757 

Mr.  Hayne  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  navy  yard  at        -        -        -        -      66 

agreed  to  --..--76 

Mr.  H.  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  merchants  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read  and  referred      -        •        -111 
Mrt  H.  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of,  praying  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy,  read,  and  referred    -    206 
Mr.  H.  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Drayton  and  others  of,  against  an  increase 
of  duties,  read,  and  referred  -        •        -    265 
a  bill  for  the  further  survey  of  the  harbor  of, 
and  the  coast  of  Florida,  reported,  and 
read  twice    ------    716 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading      737 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    747 

Chastang,  Joseph.    (See  Baudin,  Nicholas,) 
Cherokee  Indians,  a  communication  from  a  del- 
egation of,  concerning  Georgia  lands,  laid 
on  the  Uble 622 
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Cherokee  Indiana— continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Benton  preeented  the  memorial  of  John 
Koas  and  others,  in  relation  to  their  pow- 
er to  impose  taxes,  read  and  referred  -  776 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company, 
Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  memorial  of 
the,  praying  the  aid  of  Congress,  read, 
and  referred  •      '  - 

a  communication  from  the  President  of  the, 

referred         -        -        .        -        - 
a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  rtock 
of  the,  reported  and  read        ... 
report  in  full             ..... 
the  bill  read  the  second  time     ... 
laid  on  the  table      ..... 
Chesley,  William  F.,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred  -        - 122 

adverse  report  made .        •        -        .        .    358 

laid  on  the  Uble 376 

Child,  John  T.,  tnd  others,  Mr.  D'Wolf  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  relative  to  French 
depredations,  read,  and  referred 
Childs,  Thomas.    (See  WiUard,  Juiius.) 
Chitwood,  Sarah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read   - 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendments  - 
laid  on  the  table 
Christ  Church,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  memo 
rial  of  the  vestry  of,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  for  enclosing  the  burial  ground  of,  re- 
ported, and  read    -        .        .        . 
read  the  seoodd  time 
laid  on  the  table 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Circuit  Courts.     (See  Judiciary,) 

Claims,  the  Committee  on,  appointed 
committee  on,  discharged  - 
a  bill  for  the  settlement  of  pecuniary,  re 

ported,  read,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
considered         -        -        .        .        . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time    -        .        .        . 
a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill    - 
recommitted     ..... 
reported  without  amendment    - 
considered         ..... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
its  passage  negatived 

Clarke,  Audley,  and  others,  Mr.  D'WoIf  pre 
sented  the  memorial  of,  praying  indem 
nity  for  French  depredations,  read,  and 
referred         .        -        .        .        , 

Clarke,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre 
sented  the  memorial  of,  praying 'increase 
of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  - 
Clark,  Archibald,  a  bill  from  the  l^ouse  of  Rep 
resentatives  for  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred    - 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Clarke,  Isaac,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  read,  and  referred 
the  committee  discharged,  his  case  having 
been  embraced  ia  a  general  act      •        -    749 
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Clayton,  Thomas,  of  Delaware,  attended  - 
Cierke,  T.  W.,  and  others,  Mr.  Fan  Enrea  pre- 
sented  the   petition  of,  relative  to  (be 
alien  laws,  read,  and  referred 
Clerka,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nti; 
in  relation  to  the  compensation  of  - 
similar  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Wv  • 
report  from  the  Postmaster  General,  itatiog 

the  number  of,  in  his  office    • 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  respect- 
ing the  number,  &c.,  of        ... 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprsseatativ« 
for  an  additional  number  o(  dtc.,  in  \hit 
several  Departments,  read  twice,  tod  r^ 
ferred   -        -        -        -        .       - 

reported   ...        ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Cleveland,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaie  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred     •        .       - 
reported  without  amendment     - 
laid  on  the  table        .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  puscd  - 
Cocke,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  and  J.  T. 
Johnson        ...... 

resid  twice,  and  referred     -        .       .      - 
reported  without  amendment     • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Cod  Fisheries.     (See  Veseele.) 
Colburn,  Reuben,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  tbe 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
adverse  report  made  ... 
considered         .... 

agreed  to  -        •        -        -        -       < 

Collier,  Charles  M.,  a  bill  from  the  House  ot 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of 

read  and  referred      .... 

reported  without  amendment  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

CoUyer,  Isaac,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of 
read  twicq,  and  referred    ... 
reported  without  amendment    • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Columbia  Turnpike  Company,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  president  and 
directors  of  the,  read,  and  referred  - 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the  company,  reported 
and  read        .--.-• 

read  the  second  time         .        .       .      - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  psssed 

Columbian  College,  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maiy!&Dd. 

presented  the  memorial  of  the  trosteef  of  ^ 

the,  read,  and  referred   -        -       *      '  .'^ 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  reported  and  read  ^3 

report  in  full -  ^ 

bill  read  the  second  time  -        -       '      '  ^ 

debated '  ^ 

the  third  reading  refused  -        •       •      *  ''' 
Columbian  Institute,  a  bill  from  the  Hoote  of 

RepresentatiTes  for  the  benefit  of  Ibe  •  ^" 
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olumbisn  Institute-*-eontinQed. 
bill  read  twice,  and  lelerred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed 
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ol umbos,  communicationa  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  relation  to  a  portimit  of,  read, 
and  referred  -----      82 

resolutiona  to  provide  a  place  for  the  por- 
trait, reported        -        -        -        -        -431 
•    read  the  second  time  ....    446 

laid  on  the  table 631 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      •      .  -        •    778 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    779 
ommeroe  and  Manulactares,  the  Committee 

on,  appointed        .....      27 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  the  above  committee      30 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
transmitting  statements  of  the       -        -    252 
ommittees,  nsaal  orders  for  the  appointment 

of  the 10 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing chairmen  of  the        -        -        -        -      25 
considered,  amended,  and  ordered  to  the 

third  reading         .....      25 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •      26 
Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  all,  by  the  presiding  offi- 
cer, unless  otherwise  ordered        -        -      25 

adopted 26 

tmgress,  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  submitted  a 
resolution  that  the  next  session  of,  meet 
at  an  earlier  period       ....     336 
amended  and  laid  on  the  table  .         -        -    339 
intingent  Fond,  statements  in  relation, to  ex- 
penditures from  the,  read      -        -        -      1 1 
9ntingent  Expenses,  an  abstract  exhibiliog, 

read -91 

Constitution,'*  Mr.  Johnnon,  of  Kentucky,  pre- 
sented a  petition  of  Thomas  Johnson  and 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ship,  'read, 
and  referred  .        -        -        .        -    307 

adverse  report  made         -        •        -        -    474 

laid  on  the  table 482 

concurred  in    -----        -    530 

i>nway,  Samuel.     (See  Rusk,  John,) 
>ok,  Nicholas.     (See  Baudin,  NichoUu.) 
9oper,    David,   leave  given,  to  withdraw  bis 

papers  -        -        -        -        -        -        -117 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  the  relief  of 592 

read  twice,  aad  referred  -  •  -  -  617 
reported  withouf  amendment  -  -  -  653 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  -  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •    750 

»ppocfc,  William.     (See  Evane^  Thtnnae,) 
9py-Righls,  Mr.  Lowrie  intiudueed  a  bill  to 
extend,  to  authors  of  paintings  and  draw- 
ings, read      -.----    417 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •    422 
reported  without  amendment    .        -        -    446 
connidered        •        -    .    -        •        -        -    512 
a  third  reading  refused      -        -        -        -513 

9rdag«,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  quantity  of, 
manufactured  from  domestic  hemp  for 
the  Navy 128 


Cordage — continued.  Page, 

reaoltttion  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  -  183 
report  in  reply  laid  on  the  table  -  -  297 
a  bill  allowing  drawback  on  the  exportation 

of,  reported  and  read    -        -        -        -     128 
read  the  second  time         ....     142 

considered 243,  499 

laid  on  the  table 509 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  report 
next  session  why  American  hemp  is  not 

used  for 749 

considered        -        -  •  -    753 

agreed  to  ......    754 

Coxe,  Daniel  W.,  leave  given  to  withdraw  his 

papers 125 

Crimes,  a  bill  for  the  punishment  of,  in  arsenals, 
navy  yards,  dec,  reported,  read  twiee,  and 

referred 528 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  .  592 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    762 

Crosby,  John,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  me-  ^ 

morial  of,  in  relation  to  French  spolia- 
tions, read  and  referred  -        -        .        .     108 
Custom-House  Offieers.    (See  Officers  of  Cus" 
tarns*) 

D. 

Davidson,  William.    (See  WhitSy  Joseph  M.) 
Davis,  Charles  B.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    .        -        -      36 
adverse  report  made  -       '-        -        -      91 

laid  on  the  Uble 96 

agreed  to  -        -        -•-        .        -110 

Davis,  Mary  and  Solomon,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 

the  petition  of,  read  and  referred    •        -      95 
committee  thereon  discharged    -        -        -    318 
Davis,  Matthew,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  doty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  -        -     147 
Davis,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Mills  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred      -        •        -     161 
Mr.  Lloyd  presented  another  petition  of,  on 
the  same  subject,  read,  and  referred       -     231 
Debt,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 

for,  reported,  and  read  twice  -        -      38 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -      43 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -      47 

amendment  received  .        .        -        -       53 

considered  and  referred     -        -        -         -      54 

report  made     - 77 

amendment  agreed  to        -        -        -        -      85 
Declaration  of  Independence,  a  communication 
from  the  Secietary  of  State  in  relation  to 
the  distribution  of  certain  copies  of  the, 
read  and  referred  -----       82 
resolution  directing  their  distribution,  re- 
ported and  read    .        -        -        -        .    431 
read  a  second  time    .        -        -        -        -    446 

laid  on  the  table 521 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        .    778 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    779 

De  Krafil,  Edward,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  a  subscription  to  cer- 
tain copies  of  the  Journals  of  the  Old 
Congress,  read  and  referred  -        -        -      37 
resolution  authorizing  the  purchase  of  ten 

copies,  reported     -        ...        -    322 
•greed  to,  and  the  committee  discharged   -    342 
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Delaware  Canal.     (See  Chesapeake  and  Delo' 

ware  Canal.) 
Delaware  River,  Mr.  Findlay  ■abmitted  a  reso* 
lution  for  opening  a  canal  between  the 
Suaqnehannah  and        -        -        •        •      88 

laid  on  the  Ubie 92 

Deming,  Demas,  assignee  of  Hagh  Glen,  Mr. 
Noble  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred  -        -        -        -        -        -318 

the  committee  thereon  discharged      •        •    422 
Dennie,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  sgainst  the  tariff 
bill,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table       •        -617 
Denton,  Stephen,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  the  memorial  of,  praying  in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred     136 
Desobry,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of  -  -  582 
read  twice,  and  referred  •  •  •  -  593 
reported  witheut  amendment  <-  -  -  709 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  •  -  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     752 

Detroit,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  of  the  Church  of  St  Anne^ 
and  for  the  extension  of  Larned  street 
in  the  town  of,  read  twice  and  referred  -     574 
reported  with  amendments        •        .        •    692 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      •        •        -     779 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •     787 

Devezin,  Charles  Oliver,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Loui- 
siana prestoted  the  petition  of,  read,  and 

referred 205 

the  committee  discharged  -        .        •    287 

Dickerson,  Mahlon,  of  New  Jersey,  attended    -        9 
speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution  ....     154,402 

remarks  of,  on  the  same    -        -      866,  370,  416 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  the 

exportation  of  cordage  -  -  -  -  250 
on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dtc.  -  -  331 
speech  of,  on  the  Indian  fur  trade  -  -  449 
remarks  of,  on  the  same  -  -  -  -  457 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  -  -  584,  693 
remarks  of,  on  the  same  -  590,  615,  660,  689 
DiH,  Bliza,  daughter  of  General  St.  Clair,  Mr. 
Noble  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  aud 

referred 35 

Direct  Taxes,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury   respecting  the   amount  due, 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed       .        .      25 
Distillers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  relief  of  certain,  in  Berks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  read    -        •        •      80 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        -      86 
reported  without  amendment     -        •        -  .  109 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -     1 12 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -     116 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  relief  of  certain,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred     778 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    785 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        >    788 

District  of  Columbia,  Committee  on  the,  ap- 
pointed ......      27 

Mr.  Baton  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela* 

tion  to  the  judicial  code  of  the  -  -  120 
agreed  to  ......    125 


449 

718 
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:i 
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District  of  Columbia    continped.  Ptfi 

a  bill  altering  the  timea  of  holding  the  courts 

in  the,  reported,  and  read  twice    - 
read  the  third  time,  aod  paased 
amendments  received        .... 
concurred  in     -----       • 

(See  ReguUn  of  Wiiit.) 
Donelsoo,  John,  and  Stephen  Heard,  a  bQI  far 

the  relief  of,  introduced,  read  tvnoe,  and 

referred  .-.-.. 

reported  without  amendment  ... 
considered  -.--.- 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  received  .... 
concurred  in     -        -        -        -        «       - 

Doorkeeper,  Mr.  Lanman  submitted  a  revohitios 
authorizing  the,  Monntjoy  Bayly,  to  en- 
ploy  one  assistant  and  two  horaea,  icsd 
twice    -.--..- 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    - 

Doughty,  John  C,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickemn 
presented  the  petition  of,  in  relation  to 
the  tari£^  read  and  referred    ... 
Dowlen,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 
Drayton,  William,  and  others,  the  memorial  of, 
sgainst  an  increase  of  duties,  read,  aod 
referred         -        -         -         -        , 
Drawbacks,  Mr.  D'Wolf  submitted  a  reaolntioD 
in  relation  to,  on  domestic  manafactorcs 
when  the  material  b  of  foreign  growth  - 
agreed  to  --...- 

a  bill  allowing,  on  the  exportation  of  ooid- 
age,  reported,  and  read  ... 

read  the  second  time  .... 

considered         ..... 
laid  on  the  fable        .        -        -        .       - 

Dry  Dock,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  construction  of  a      -        -        -       - 

« 

agreed  to  -..--. 

Duane,  William,  a  letter  received  from  the  Sec- 

retary  of  War  respecting  the  amount  of 

a  judgment  obtained  against  -        .       - 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition  of,  read, 
and  referred  -        .        -        -        .       - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read   • 

read  the  second  time  .... 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

debated,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed 
Dubord,  Anna,  the  petition  of,  preaeoted  last 
session,  referred     ..... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  - 

read  the  second  time         .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Duncan,  Jonas,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaae  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  • 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment    • 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Duties  on  Imports,  a  bill  in  relation  to,  and  tan- 
nage, read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments 

debated    -        .        -        .^       -        -       - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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^Qtiei  on  Imporu-— continoed.  Ptge. 

a  bill  from  the  Hoom  of  lUproMotatiTes  to 

amend  the  aeU  laying,  read  .        -        .  534 

considered         .-.••.  CSO 

referred     ----.--  531 

reported  with  amendmenta        ...  569 

considered  683,  594,  615,  618,  654,  656,  675,  691 

708,  710 
amended-        -        -        -       711,712,713,715 

considered         •        •        717, 723, 727,  734,  738 

paMed       -------  744 

disagreement  to  the  amendments       -        -  751 

considered         ------  754 

oommiltoe  of  conference  appointed     -        -  759 

report  of  the  committee  made  and  agreed  to  765 
Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  resolation  for  print- 
ing  and  distributing  a  number  of  copies 

of  the  act 703 

laid  on  the  table        -        •        -        -        -  717 
Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
a  report  at  the  next  session  of  the  effect 

upon  the  revenue  of  the  act   -        -        -  751 

laid  on  the  table 758 

agreed  to-        -         -         -        -         -         -  760 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes  to 
reyiye  and  continue  in  force  certain  sec- 
tions of  an  act  respecting,  and  tonnage  •  758 
read,  and  referred      .        -        -        .        •  760 
reported  without  amendments  -        -        -  772 
luvai,  Mareen,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  -        -        -  582 
read  twice,  and  referred    •        -        -        •  592 
reported  without  amendment     ...  G56 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .        -  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  750 

)'\¥olf,  James,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended         -  24 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  drawbacks 

on  cordage     --.--.  243 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        -     591,  658 
)yott,  T.  W.,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  respecting  a  modification  of  the 

Tarifi^  read,  and  referred        -        -        -  233 

E. 

larl,  Elijah,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 
a  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  ref<*rred      -        -        •  37 

larl,  Anthony  8.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  353 

larle,  William  N.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  ------  574 

reported  without  amendments    •        -        -  616 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  747 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •  750 

laston,  Sarah,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition 
of,  and  Dorothy  8torer,  daughters  of  Col. 

R.  H.  Harrison,  read,  and  referred  -        -  79 

adverse  report  made  -        -        •        -        -  166 

laid  on  the  teble 258 

considered         -         -         -         -         -         -317 

agreed  to 326 

!aton,  John  H.,  of  Tennessee,  attended  -        -  24 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -         -         -  614 
la  ton,  William,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  a  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  settlement  of  accuunte, 

read,  and  referred  -----  50 

adverse  report  made  •        J  .     -        •        •  295 

18th  Con.  1st  Sess — B 
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report  laid  on  the  table      -        -        -        .    309 
leave  given  him  to  withdraw  his  papers      -     775 
Edington,  James,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  a  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred     -        -        -        -     101 

the  committee  discharged  -        -        -        -     114 

Edwards,  Henry,  of  Connecticut,  attended        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  lim- 
ited acts        ------      95 

Edwards,  Ninian,  of  Illinois,  attended       -        -      24 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 

Francis  Henderson        •        -        -        -      99 
resignation  of  -        -        -        -        -        -    329 

Ed  wards  vi lie,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Hepre- 
sentetives  to  define  the  boundary  of,  and 
Springfield  land  districts,  read        -        -     242 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        -    253 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    256 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        .    334 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -    337 
Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended    -        -        -        9 
remarks  of,  vn  his  resolution  in  relation  to 

Florida  lond  titles 78 

remarks  of,  on  the  Florida  road  bill   -        -    293 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -        .     614 
Elliott,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Hayne  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  protesting  against 
an  increase  of  duties,  read,  and  referred  -     295 
Ellis,  Enos,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of  duties, 
read,  and  referred  -        -        -        -        .    308 
Emereon,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmes  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred         -        -     108 
English,  Elkanah.     (See  Martin,  David,) 
English  Turn.    (See  Louisiana,) 

Engrossing  Clerk,  Mr.  Seymour  submitted  a  re- 
solution to  employ  an  additional,  read  -     103 
read  the  second  time          -        -        -  -110 

referred     -        -        -        -        -        -  -117 

reported  with  amendments         -        -  .     132 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -  -     138 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .  -     142 

Erwin,   Aaron,   and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  addition- 
al duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred        •  147 
Eslattt,  Miguel^  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  heira  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred        -        -        -  691 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  783 
laid  on  the  table        -         -         -        -,•751 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .        -  758 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  761 

Evans,  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      '        •        •  667 
read  twice,  and  referred        .         -        -  676 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  736 
ordered  to  the  third  rending       .         .         -  752 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •         -  761 
Evans,  Thomas,    and   William  Coppuck,  Mr. 
Smith  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and 

referred 132 

adverse  report  made  -----  353 

laid  on  the  table 376 

Expiration  of  laws.    (See  Acts,) 

F. 

Factories,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
eibibiting  the,  employed  in  manufac- 
tures liable  to  dntiea,  read     •        .        -     146 
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Fanning,  J.  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Hooaa  of  Repre* 
•entatives  for  the  benefit  of  the  admiaia- 

tratorof 654 

read,  and  refecred  .  .  -  .  .  667 
reported  without  amendment  •  •  -  716 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  -  766 
Farrow,  Nimrod,  and  Richard  Harria,  a  bill  for 

the  relief  of,  introduced,  and  read  -        -    620 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Secretary  of 

War  requested  to  report  how  far  a  former 

act  for  the  relief  of,  baa  been  executed    - 

the  report  received,  read,,  and  referred 

the  bill  reported  without  amendment    *    - 

considered 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 
read  the  third  tima«  and  paased 
Ferguson,  Benjamin,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  the  erec- 
tion of  additional  lighthouses  on  the  Ches- 
apeake bay,  read,  and  referred       -        •    339 
Ferguson,  Ebenezer,   and  others,   Mr.  Findlay 
presented  the   memorial  o^   praying   a 
modification  of  the  tarifi^  read,  and  refer- 
red       •        -        206 

Finance,  the  Committee  on,  appointed    .        .      27 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  state  of  the  financea,  received, 
and  a  number  of  copiea  ordered  to  be 

printed 82 

Findlay,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -        9 
Firman,  Joseph,   and  others,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of    617 

'  read  twice,  and  referred    ....    653 

reported  without  amendment    ...    675 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...    749 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -     753  | 

Fisher,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of      •        -        -    693 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -     616 
reported  with  amendments        ...    666 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -771 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •    773 
Fisher,  James  C,  and  others,   Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the   memorial    of,   stating    their 
claims  for  French  spoliations,  read,  and 

referred 123 

Fisher,  William  L.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  that  no 
additional  duty  may  be  put  upon  wool, 
)read,  and  referred 242 

Fiske,  Jamea  B.,  and  others,   Mr.  Holmes  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred     258 
adverse  report  made  and  concurred  in        -     768 

Five  Siaters,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  a  register  to  the  schooner        -    691 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....    703 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -716 
laid  on  the  table 748 

Florida,  Mr.  Elliott  submitted  a  resolution  in 
relation  to  sums  paid  for  landa  in,  prior 

to  the  treaty  of  1783     ....  75 

considered        - 78 

agreed  to 79 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea 

for  opening  certsin  roada  in,  read        -  87 

read  the  second  time         -        -        -        -  92 

reported  without  amendment    •        *        -  153 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      •        -        .  294 


Florida — continued.  Pafc. 

bill  read  the  third  time,  and  pases  d  -       •   SK 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representalives  for 

settling  private  land  claims  in  -  -  Hi 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  •  -  -116 
reported  with  amendments  -  •  •  19 
laid  on  the  table  •  -  -  .  .  133 
recommitted  -  -  >  -  •  >  142 
reported  without  amendmenta  ...  15  < 
considered  -  -  -  -  -  •  S& 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  -  •  Stt 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -  .  -  tOf 
amendments  received,  and  concurred  in  -  29 
a  bill  from  the  fiouae  of  Representalives 
giving  sanction  to  an  act  of  the  Legisb- 
ture  of         -.--.-:$: 

read ». 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred  •  •  W 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  41$ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  .  SA 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -       •   ^A 

a  letter  from  the  Governor  o(,  timnsmittio^ 

a  copy  of  laws,  read       -         -         .       •   153 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  further  survey  of  the 
harbor  of  Charleston,   South   Gmioliaa, 
and  the  coast  of,  reported       -        -       •  T)^ 
read  twice        •        -        -        >        .       .   ;:? 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .       .  74* 
a   bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaentativei 
granting  land  to,  for  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
mentf  read  twice,  and  referred        -       •   T&i 
reported  with  amendmenta         -        .       .   76 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...   7i« 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        .       .   TT; 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreseotativK 
granting  land  to  certain  aeolers  in,  read 
twice,  and  referred  -        -        .       .   ;S« 

reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  ;tt 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  >  .  .  7^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  7$* 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Aepresentatives  to 

establish  territorial  government  in  -       •   T?* 
read  twice,  and  referred    -         .         .       .   7i>f 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
debated,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprcaentatires 
concerning  wrecka  on  the  coast  o(,  read 
twice,  and  referred        •        .        .       .   7^ 

reported    -        - 7*2 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  •  7!'» 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Folsom,  Jonathan,  and  Thomaa  Haven,  Mr.  Par* 

rott  preaented  the  petition  of,  read  snd 

referred  ..-•.. 

the  committee  discharged  -.       .        .       • 

Forbea,  John,  and  Company,  Mr.  King  preseated 
the  petition  of^  praying  oonfirmatmi  of 
title  to  certain  land,  read,  and  referred  • 

a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported,  and  read   • 

read  the  aecond  time         .... 

recommitted      ..<-..• 

a  bill  releasing  to  the  heirs  of,  or  to  J.  Mc- 
Allister,  a  certain  tract  of  land,  reported 
and  read        ...... 

read  the  aecond  time  .... 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  tiAe,  and  paaaed 
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Poreigo  Relationi,  the  CominiUae  on,  appointed  27 
■o  mach  of  the  President's  .Meeeage  aa  re* 

iates  to,  referred  to  aaid  coonmittee        -  30 
Mr.  MUis  appointed  on  the  committee  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  King         -        -        -        -      48 
Pornun,  Robert  8.,  a  bill  from  the   House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  and 

referred 57g 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -SSI 

laid  on  the  table        -        -        .        .        .  745 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  749 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  762 
'^orrest,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti* 

tion  of,  read  and  referred        ...  47 

a  bill  ibr  the  rrlief  oC  reported  and  read     -  141 

read  the  second  time          ....  147 
laid  on  the  tsble        .        -        •        .        .152 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  772 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           *        .  773 
fortifications,  a  bill  from  the  Aoase  of  Repre- 
sentatives, making  an  appropriation  for 

certain 666 

read  tirice,  and  referred    «...  669 
considered         --....  573 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        .  680 
^ort  8t.  Philip.     (See  Road.) 
^oster,    Roger,   and   others,  Mr.    Lowrie  pie« 
sented  the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  tarifif,  read,  and  referred       -  159 
fountain,  Garrett,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of   •        .        -  114 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        .        .        •  1 15 
reported  without  amendment     ...  126 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  {qq 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  141 
Vank,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred        •        -        -  48 
the  committee  discharged           •        .        -  126 
Vsnks,  Ssmoel  D.,  and  others,  Mr.  Ftndlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read  and  referred  287 
'rauds,  Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  in 

relation  to,  on  the  revenue     -        -        -  30 

read,  and  referred      -        -        ...  35 

committee  discharged        ....  757 

resolution  respecting,  on  public  lands         •  166 
committee  report  the  present  laws  sufficient 

to  prevent,  on  public  lands     ...  750 

'rench  Spoliations,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  re- 
solution concerning        -        •        .        -  317 

agreed  to 320 

memorials  on  the  subject  of)  read  and  re- 
ferred     108,  111,  Uri 

the  committee  discharged  from  numerous 

memorials  in  relation  to         •        -        -  780 

'or  Trade,  a  bill  to  carry  into  efiect  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  in   regard  to  the  Indian,  re- 
ported and  read     .....  353 
read  the  second  time         ....  375 

laid  on  the  table 429 

considered         -        -       432,  449,  501,  505,  738 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  753 

the  title  amended,  and  the  bill  passed         -  762 

amendments  received        ....  773 

ai^reed  to 779 

'ry  and  Spalding,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

resentstives  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  .  617 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Public  Lands 653 


Fry  and  Spalding — continued.  Page. 

hUl  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  -  675 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judidary  702 
reported  without  amendments  -  .  .  726 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .    752 

G. 

Gaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended       -        9 
elected  President  pro  tempore   -        .        •    768 
Gardener,  Paul,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read  and  referred      -        -        -     108 
Garsed,  Joshua,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  praying  an  increase  of  certain 
duties,  read  and  referred        -        -        -     151 
Gaunt,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praving  a  modification  of 
the  tariff,  read,  and  referred  •        -        -     159 
Gautrais,  Harpin  de  la,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of,  reported,  and  read       -        -    300 
read  the  second  time  -        .        .        .    306 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -    419 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    422 
Gautrais,  Marie  Louise  de  la,  Mr.  Johnson  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read  and  referred      35 
(See  Gauirais,  Harpin  de  la.) 
'*  General  Jackson,"  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  concerning  the  ship,  read 
twice,  and  referred  ....    574 

reported  without  amendment     ...    577 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...     747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -     750 
General  Land  Office,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  em- 
ployment of  assistants  in  the,  reported 
and  read       ......    233 

read  the  second  time  ....     242 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    323 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -         -    328 
General  Post  Office,  so  much  of  the  President's 

Message  as  relates  to  the,  referred        -       37 
a  report  of  the  number  of  clerks  in  the       -    294 
Georgia,  a   Message  from  the  President   with 
documents  in  relation  to  Indian  reserva- 
tions in 462 

read  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -        -    471 

referred 474 

Ghent,  Treaty  of.    (See  Fur  Trade*) 
Giffin,  David,  and  Samuel  Uoag,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred        .        -        .    574 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -581 
ordered  to  the  third  reading    ...    747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -     750 
Gilbert,  Samuel,  Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  the  claim  of    •        -      31 

agreed  to 36 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read    -      80 
read  the  second  time        -        •        -        •      84 

debated 90 

postponed  •        •        -        -        -       91,  11)1^ 

Gold,  Silver,  and  Jewels,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted 
a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  transpor- 
tation of,  in  armed  vessels      ...      48 
amended  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -       50 

a  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of,  re- 
ported and  read     -        -        -        -        -128 

read  the  second  time         ....     142 

postponed         -        -        -        -        -        -152 

laid  00  the  table 289 
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Gold,  dec. — continued.                                           Page* 
bill  considered           -        -        •         -    320,  334 
ordered  to  the  third  reading:        ...  335 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  337 
Goldsmith,  Morris,  and  Anthony   Roderick,   a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  of,  read  and  referred  -        -  653 
reported  without  amendment     -        .        .  726 
ordered  to  the  third  reading^       ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •  752 
Goodrich,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Edwards  pre- 
sented  the   memorial  of,  in  relation    to 
French  spoliations,  read  and  referred      -  109 
Gordon,   William,  and  others,   Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  the  memorial   of,  praying  an 
increase  of  duties,  read  and  referred        .  119 
Gove,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  uf  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and   referred          .....  574 
reported  without  amendment    ...  577 
read  the  third  time,  and   passed        -        .  760 
Government,   a  bill   making  partial   appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of,  reported  and  read  109 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -         -         .112 
read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table  116 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  the  same  purpose      •        -        >        -  114 

read  twice,  and  amended  -        -        -        -  1 14 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -  116 
a  bill  from   the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of, 

read  and  referred 346 

reported  with  amendments        -        .        -421 
considered         ....       422, 424, 429 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  430 

the  House  disagrees  to  the  amendment       -  446 

the  Senate  recedes 447 

Grade,  Archibald,   Mr.  Van  Buren  presented 

the  petition  of,  read  and  referred    -        .  31 

Gray,  Henry,  and  William  Gray,  Mr.  Lloyd 
presented  the  memorial  of,  stating  losses 
sustained   by   them  at  Porto  Rico,  rcsd 

and  referred 29 

a  report  made  ----..       48 
considered,  and  the  memorial   referred   to 
the  Department  of  State        ...      50 

Greece,  Mr.  Hayne  communicated  certain  reso- 
lutions of  the  Stale  of  South  Carolina, 
relative  to  the  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence of,  read  and  laid  on  the  table   -       80 

Greemer,  John,  and  others,   Mr.   Lowrie   pre- 
sented   the  memorial   of,    read   and    re- 
ferred   .---.-.     153 
Green,  Peter,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  prnying  a  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts, read  and  referred        ...     233 
Greer,  George,  Mr.  6mith  prmented  the  petition 

of,  praying  a  pension,  read  and  referred       51 
^  the  committee  discharged  ...     S05 

Gregory,  Francis  H.,  a  bill  rewarding  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  two  gigs  under,  reported, 
and  read        ......     128 

read  the  second  time  ....     133 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         -     138 
read  the  third  time,  ami  p«8Ked  .         .     142 

Griflin,  (/yrus.     (See  Lincoln,  Benjamin.') 
Guvchot,  Malurin,  bill   from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of    -         -         -     617 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....     553 
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Goichot,  Maturin — eon  tinned. 

bill  reported  without  amendment 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Gwynn,  Charles,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -        .       . 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  - 

read  the  second  time  -         ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

H. 

Hallam,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Edwards  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  in  relatiofi  to 
French  spoliations,  read,  and  referred  • 
Hall,  John,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition  oC 
praying  release  from  imprisonBent,rcad, 
and  referred  ..... 
adverse  report  made  ... 

agreed  to  - 
Hall,  William,  bill  from  the  House  of  Repn- 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of      -        • 
read  twice,  and  referred    •         .        • 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed 
Harris,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  DickerMO  pre- 
sented   the    petition  of,  praying  an  io 
crease  of  duties,  read,  and  referred 
Harrison,   Henry,  and   others,   Mr.  l)ickeisoa 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  an  ia 
creai^e  of  duties,  read,  and  referred 
Harrison  and  Sterret,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the 
petition  of,  in  relation  to  auction  sales, 
read,  and  referred  .... 

Harvey,  Henry,  and  other8,Mr.  Macon  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred 
Haven,  Thomas.     (8ee  Foisom,  Jonaikan.) 
Hawkins,  Mary  H.,  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  .        .       - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .         -        .       - 
reported  without  smendment     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Hayne,  Roliert  Y.,  of  South  Carolina^  attended 
remarks  of,  on  proposed  amendments  to  the 

Constitution  -         -         39, 3S6, 394, 41S 

speech  of,  on  the  same  -  -  .  -  3?f 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frands  Heo- 
derbon  ...  -  .  .  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  same  .  •  -  • 
on  the  resolutions  in  honor  of  Lafayette  • 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops 
of  war  -...-- 

on  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt 
on  the  Tariff  bill       ....       - 
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remarks  of,  on  the  same    - 
Heard,  Stephen.     (Sec  Donelson,  John.) 
Hemp.     (See  Cordage.) 

Hempstead,  Charles  8.,  and  others,  Mr.  Bentoo 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  r^ 
ferred    -         -         -         -         .        -       - 

report  made       .-.-.- 
(See  Misiouri.) 
Hender-'on,  Francis,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the 
petition  of,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the 
heirs  of  Cul.  John  Laurens,  read,  asJ 
referred  -         -         -        -        -       - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  • 
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-  87 
93,  97,  306 

807 


674 
588 
778 
787 


54 
162 
207 


08 

828 
428 

430 
510 
514 

28 


Xendereon,  Francw— eontinaad. 

bill  read  the  second  time   • 
the  report  in  full 
the  bill  laid  od  the  table    - 
considered         ... 
postponed  indefinitely 
ienly,  Arthar  H.,  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -        -        .        .        ^        . 
reported  without  amendment    -        •        . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Senshaw,  Andrew,  Mr.  King  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    -        .        . 
adverse  report  made  .... 

agreed  to  ...... 

Senahaw,  D.,  Mr.  Seymour  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  in  relation  to  French  depredations, 
read,  and  referred  .... 

lewes,  Thomas,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    -        .        . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    • 
read  the  second  time         .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Itll,  William,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred      -        .        .        . 

lill,  Peter,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  modification  of 
the  Tariff,  read,  and  referred  - 

loag,  Samuel.     (See  G{ffin,  Damd») 

Sobart,  Peter,  and  Lewis  Judson,  Mr.  Kelly  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    • 
read  the  second  time  -        •       .- 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -^        . 

ioff,  Chsries,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  an  in- 
crease of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 
Hoffman,  M.,  and  others,  auctioneers,  Mr.  King 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
Sogan,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  repeal  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief oU  read   .--... 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred    - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

flogg,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Branch  presented 
the  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French 
spoliations,  read,  and  referred 

9oIiiday,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Soiling,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  presented 

the  memorial  of,  in  relation  to  French 

spoliations,  read,  and  referred 

flolmes,  David,  of  Mississippi,  attended    - 

iiolmes,  John,  of  Maine,  attended     ... 

remarks  of,   on  his  resolution  in  relation  to 

the  civilization  of  the  Indians 
remarks  of,  on  proposed  amendments  to  the 

Constitution  -        -        -        -     158,  370 

on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war     230,  231 
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Holmes,  John — continued.  Page, 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  secure  the  ac- 
countability of  public  oflScers-        -    236,237 
on  the  bill  for  opening   cerUin  roads  in 

Florida-        --....    293 
on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

military  service     -        -        .        .        >     Sll 
on  the  bill  for  a  supply  of  cannon,  Ac.    330,  332 
on  the  bill  concerning  an  ordinance  of  Ala- 
bama     341 

on  the  Indian  fur  trade      -        .        •        .    4^ 
on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads  and  canals    542 
on  the  Tariff  bill       -        .        -    613,  652,  668 
Hook,  Josiah,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -        -        -      53 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    •      80 
read  the  second  time         -        -        -        -      84 
considered         ---...     102 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     i03 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed-        -        -     110 
Hooper,  William,  and  Nathaniel  Hooper,  Mr. 
Mills  presented  the  petition  of,  in  rela- 
tion to  French  spoliations,  read,  and  re- 
ferred    305 

Howell,  John  8.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  an  in- 
crease  of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  re- 
ferred    430 

Howland,  John  H.,  Mr.  King  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    -        .        .  50g 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  528 
read  the  second  time         -        .        .        ,  533 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  740 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  750 
Huber,  Tobias,  Mr.  Iiowrie  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  an  increase  of  duties  on 
imports,  read,  and  referred     ...  375 

Huffman,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read      -  87 

read  the  second  time          *        -        •        -  92 

reported  without  amendment     ...  772 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .        .  733 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  733 

Humphrey,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of      -        -  581 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  593 

reported  without  amendment     ...  010 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  747 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  750 

Homphreys,  Ann  F.    (See  Lincoln,  Martin.) 
Humphreys,  David.    (See  Lincoln,  Benjamin^ 
Hunt,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickeraon  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,    praying  an  in- 
crease of  duties,  read,  and  referred  -        -     119 
Hunter,  James,  and  John  P.  Williamson,  sure- 
ties of  Benjamin  Wall,  Mr.  Elliott  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -      76 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        .        .     147 

Huntington,  Jabez,  and  others,  Mr.  Lanman 
presented  the  petition  of,  in  relation  to 
French  spoliations,  read,  and  referred     -     108 

Huson,  Cornelius,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  read  and  referred  -        -    .127 

the  committee  thereon  discharged      -        -    300 

Huttleston,  Henry,  Mr.  Mills  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  in  relation  to  French  spoliationf , 
read  and  referred  -        -        -        -        -    528 
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Illinois,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  alter  the  terms  of  the  district  court  in, 

read 418 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        -  422 

reported  without  amendments  -        .        -  446 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -  610 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  514 

Imports.     (Bee  Duties^ 

Inpriaonment  for  Debt,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a 
resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  eipediency  of  abolishing  26 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed      -  39 
a  bill  to  abolish,  reported  and  read    •        -  101 
read  the  second  time         -        •        •        -  110 

postponed 112,  160 

laid  on  the  table 242 

considered  268,  276,  291,  346,362,  419,  482,  484 

recommitted     ....••  499 

Tote  reconsidered      ....        -  603 

the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        *  604 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  504 
a  bill  supplemental  to  the  acts  for  the  relief 

of  persons    under,    reported,  and  read  474 
twice    ------. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  482 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          •        •  484 

Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  the  organization 
of  an  additional  circuit,  dbc,  read  and  re- 
ferred   49 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of,  re- 
specting a  canal  to  unite  the  Wabash 
with  Lake  Erie,  read  and  referred  -        -     136 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  resolution  of,  re- 
specting the  Tarifil  read  and  referred    -     263 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of,  in  re-' 
lation  to  the  National  Road,  read  and 
referred         - 208 

the  committee  discharged  ...    783 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  from,  respecting  the  Indian 
title  to  lands  in,  laid  on  the  table  -        •    266 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of,  praying  a  revocation  of 
an  ordinance  in  relation  to  taxation  of 
lands,  read  and  referred         ...    296 

a  report  made,  with  a  bill  granting  the  pe- 
tition in  part         .....    323 

report  and  bill  read  .....    324 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  resolution  of,  expres- 
sive of  sympathy  with  Greece,  read  and 
placed  on  file 313 

Mr.  N.  presented  a  memorial  in  relation  to 
purchasers  of  lands,  read  and  referred    -     325 

Indians,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  an  abstract  of  licenses  granted  to 
agents,  &c.,  to  trade  with  the,  read  and 
referred         ......      36 

so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  ....      37 

Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  civilization  of  the,  read      .        -     124 

agreed  to  ......     130 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  rela- 
tion to  the  civilization  of  the,  read  -       -141 


Pip. 

Indian  Afiairs,  the  Cemmittee  on,  appointed    •    S7 

discharged        -        -        -         -        -      -   7K 

Indian  Department,  report  from  the  Second  Ao- 
ditor  relative  to  accounts  in  the,  read  tod 
referred         -        -        -        -       -      -  !5i 

Indian  Treaties,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rsp- 

resentatives  making  appropriation*  Sur  •  Ttl 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        •        .      •  77$ 
reported  .        •        -        -         -        -       .  ^ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -       •  TSs 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed         -      •  7% 
Innes,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revision  of  the 
Tari£E^  read  and  referred         •        -       •   113 
Invalid  Pensions.     (See  Pensiofu.) 
Iron,  petitions  in  relation  to  doty  on.  read  snd 

referred        -        -        481,  107,  115, 490,  VA 

J. 

Jack,  Andrew,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickeiaon  pie- 
«entad  the  memorial  of^  respecting  doty 
on  iron,  read  and  referred      -        .       .   IX 

Jackson,  Andrew,  of  Tennessee,  attended      •    ^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  Alexander  A. 

White m 

on  the  bill  for  making  a  military  road  •  ^ 
on  the  bUl  for  Florida  roada  -  -  ^,  W 
on  the  bill  for  a  supply  of  cannon,  dec     •  39 

Jadison,  James,  and  J.  C.  McLemore,  secaritis 
of  Robert  Scrcy,  Mr.  Eaton   presented 
the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -      -    47 
a  resolution  granting  the  withdrawal  of  tbar 

papers  reported      •        -         -        .      .  3S 
agreed  to-        -        •        -        -       --SSS 

Jackson,  Joseph,  and  othera,  Mr.  DickcrMm  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  respecting  the 
Tarifi^  read  and  referred         -        •      •   H^ 

Jackson,  Richard,  and  others  Mr.  Knight  pce- 
sented  the  memorial  of,  respecting  Fruuh 
spoliations^  read  and  referred        •      -   1^ 

Jacobs,  Cyrus,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  in  relation  to 
duty  on  iron,  road,  and  referred     -       -   1^' 

James,  Morris,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petitiao 

of,  read,  and  referr^     -        ...    Si 

James,  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of     -        -       -   ''■'^ 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        .       .  &73 
reported  without  amendments    •        ~      '  |^! 
indefinitely  postponed       -         -        .       •  713 

Jamieson,  Willism,  and  others,  Mr.  Fiodliy 
presented  the  petition  of,  in  relation  w 
the  tariff,  read  and  referred    -        .       -   S3 

Jenkins,  Robert,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  an  is 
crease  of  duty  on  iron,  read  - 
read  and  referred      -        -        -       -      .  l« 

Johns,  M.  8.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petftioo  of,  praying  duty  on  aoctioo 
sales,  read,  and  referred        -        .       .  5S< 

Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended  •  ^ 

remarks  of,  on   his  resolution  respecting 

officers  of  the  customs  -        -       *       '    ?! 
on  the  transportation  of  the  mail     •      -  ^'- 
on  granting  a  pre-emption  right  to  Alexan- 
der A.  White        .        .        .       -      -   1« 
on  his  resolution  in  relation  to  setdemcnU 
on  public  lands     •   •    .       .       .      -  i^ 
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)hn0on,  Henry— ^^ontinaed.  Pagv. 

remarks  of,   on  bis  resolution  respecting 
lands  in  Opeloasas         -        -        •        -     148 

on  the  bill  to  secure  tbe  accountability  of 
public  officers        -        .        .        .        •    238 

on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dtc.        •        •    338 

on  tbe  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims       -    478 

on  his  resolution  respecting  a  post  route  be« 
tween  New  Orleans  and  Wasbington     -     593 

on  the  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers    -        -        -    762 
)hnson,  Richard  M.,  of  Kentucky,  attended      25 

remarks  of,  on  bis  resolution  to  amend  the 
judiciary  system    -----      28 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt        258 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        ...     695 

)hnson,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  intro- 
duced and  read      .....  126 
'    documents  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of^ 

submitted 126 

the  bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred    •  129 

reported  without  amendments    -        -        -  159 

considered         ..-..-  267 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  291 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -  296 

»hnson,  Henry,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred        -        -        -     128 
adverse  report  made  ...»        -    275 

laid  on  the  Uble 287 

)hnson,  ThoiqBS.    (See  Corutiiution.) 
)bnson,  John  T.    (See  Coek€f  WUHam.) 
>hnston,  Josiah  8.,  of  Louisiana,  attended        •    338 
remarks  of,  on  tho  Tariff  bill      ...    755 

)ne8,  Banister,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       ... 
mes,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  an  increase  of  duties 
on  iron,  read,  and  referred      ... 
mes,  Obadiah,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 
of,  read,  and  referred      .... 
adverse  report  made  .        .        -        .        • 
considered         ...-.- 
agreed  to- 
mes, George,  and  others,  Mr.  Elliott  presented 
the  petition  of,  against  the  tariff,  read, 
and  referred 314 

)nes,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of  -        -        -  582 
read  twice,  and  referred     .        -        -        .  593 
reported  without  amendment     -        .        .  655 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          •        -  750 
>arnals,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  in  re- 
lation to  a  correction  of  the    -        -        -  117 
agreed  to-        •        --        -        -        -  134 

rarnals  of  the  Old  Congress,  Mr.  Johnson  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  purchase  certain, 
read  twice,  and  referred         ...    448 
reported  without  amendment     •        -        -    513 

laid  on  the  Uble 737 

read  tho  third  time,  and  passed  ...    750 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in      •    762 
the  committee  on  the  petitions,  of  Way  and 
Gideon,  and  Edward  De  KrafR,  made  a 
report  authorizing  the  parchase.  of  ten 
copies  of  the  ....••    322 
concurred  in,  and  the  committee  disobatged    342 
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32 
38 

330 
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339 

386 
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577 


Judiciary,  Mr.  Johnson  sobmitted  a  resolution  for 
amending  the        •        -        -        -        . 

amended,  and  laid  on  the  table  •        •        . 

amended,  and  agreed  to    -        -        .        . 

a  bill  respecting  invalid  laws,  reported  and 
read      -        -        •        ^        .        .        . 

read  the  second  time         .... 

recommitted     •---.. 

a  bill  resoecting  circuit  courts,  reported 
and  read        ...... 

read  the  second  time         -        -        .        . 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

debated     -••>-... 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

Mr.  Talbot  submitted  a  resolution  to  modify 
the  25th  section  of  the  Judiciary  act  of 
1789 256 

laid  on  the  table        .....    258 

agreed  to-        -        -        •        •        .        .    307 
Judson,  Lewis.     (See  Hobart  Peter  H,) 

K. 

Keating,  Oliver,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ----..  88 

Kelly,  William,  of  Alabama,  attended       -        «  41 
remarks  of,  on  proposed  amendments  to  the 

Constitution  -        -        •        .        .        •410 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  an  act  respecting  State 

government  in  Alabama         ...  572 
on  the  Tariff  bill        ....    618,652 
Kelly,  Hanson,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred      ...  27 
an  adverse  report  made     -        •        -        -  51 
considered         -        •        -        -        -        -  52. 

recommitted     - 64 

report  made      ......  i25 

recommitted  with  instructions  to  bring  in  k 

bill        -.--...  127 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  128 

read  the  second  time         -        -        -        -  133 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -  152 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  153 
Kendall,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  -        -  80 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -  84 
reported  without  amendments    ...  96 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        -        -  102 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  110 
Kennard,  Samuel  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  119  . 
Kentucky,  a  bill  to  change  tlie  terms  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of,  read        -        -        -        -  287 

read  the  second  time         ....  288 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -  318 
read  the  third  time,  ond  passed  ...  323 ' 
a  remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of,  against 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
case  of  Green  and  others,  read,  and  refer- 
red          290 

a  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  Circuit 

Courts  in,  reported,  and  read        -        -  447 

read  the  third  time,  and  referred        -        -  449 

reported  without  amendment     ...  474 

ordered  to  tbe  third  reading       ...  475 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  482 
Kerr,  Stephen,    {fiet  Mc  Bride,  Robert.) 
Kilton,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -        -  149 

King,  William  R.,  of  Alabama,  attended  •        -  49 
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King,  Rofat,  of  New  York,  attended        .        .  9 
a  letter  fronii  aaking  to  be  excused  from  eerv- 

ing  on  committee,  on  account  of  ilt  health  42 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel Gilbert    91 

on  the  bill  for  making  a  road  from  Memphis 

to  Little  Rock 118 

on  Mr.  Johnson's  resolution  in  relation  to 

settlements  on  public  lands    -        •        «  131 
on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accountability  of 

public  officers        -        -        -        -        -  241 

on  the  purchase  of  cannon,  dbc  -        •        -  381 
speech  of^  on  proposed  amendments  to  the 

Constitution          ....        -  365 

remarks  of,  on  the  same    -        -        -     369,  375 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  -        •        -        -  424 

on  the  Indian  fur  trade      ...     457,  460 

on  the  Tariff  bill 615 

King,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rc|pre- 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of  -  -  -  617 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  653 
reported  without  amendment  ...  690 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  -  <-  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  -  752 
King,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -  -  159 
Knight,  Nehemiah,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended  •  9 

L. 

Lalayette, Marquis  de,  resolutions  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  relation  to  the  in- 
tended visit  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  •     129 
report  made      ------     143 

passed  unanimously  -        •        -        •        -     146 
Lake  Superior,  Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  Indian  title  to  land 

near 401 

agreed  to -        -    419 

a  bill  concerning  the  extinguishment  o£  said 

title  reported,  and  read  .        -        -        -    423 
read  the  second  time         ....    427 
considered,  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -     723 
Lamb,  Clayton,  and  others,  Mr.  Mcllvaine  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  -        ^    353 
Lambdin,  Jonathan  H.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  relief  from  impris- 
onment, read,  and  referred     -        -        -      28 
the  committee  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persons  imprisoned  for  debt   *        -        •      38 
Lambert,  James,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  modification  of  the  tariC 
read,  and  referred  -        -        -        -        •169 
Lambert,  William,    (dee  Capitol,) 
Land  Office.    (See  General  Land  Offiu.) 
Land  Offices,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives in  relation  to  the  correction  of  eirors 
in  entries  at  the     ....        -    566 

read,  and  referred 569 

reported  without  amendment     ...    656 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    780 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    785 

Lands,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  for 

the  repeal  of  the  act  respecting  settlements 

unauthorized  by  law  on  public        -        .124 

read  for  consideration        -        -        •        .180 

negatived  - 132 

Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  frauds  in  surveying  pobhc  -        «      16 


Lands— continued.  Pift 

resolntion  agreed  to  •  -  -  -  •  SOS 
Mr.  Lowrie  submi'ted  docaments  in  relttioa 
to  the  sarveys  and  sales  of,  oidered  Co  be 
printed  -  -  -  •  -  -  •  4fi 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTei 
granting  pre-emption  lig-hts  to  all  coiui> 
ties  and  parishes  in  which  public,  are  «t> 

uated    - 5« 

read,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  -  5S9 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  •  573 
ordered  to  the  third  reading^  -  •  •  Til 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  737 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatim 
to  provide  for  the  sale  of,  conveyed  to  ths 
United  States  in  certain  cases  •  •  576 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  •  •  571 
reported  without  amendment  .  .  .  SIS 
ordered  to  the  third  reading^  •  -  •  779 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ^  'fl 

Mr.  Benton  introduced  a  bill  for  di^Msal  of 

refuse 5» 

read 5S3 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  783 
reported  without  amendment  •  -  •  S56 
laid  on  the  Ubie 7S9 

Land  Warranto.    (See  MUUary  Land  Wir- 

ranU>) 
Langdon,  Henry  8.,  late  Navy  Agent,  Mr.  Pir* 
rott  presented  the  petition  of,  resd  sad 
referred         -        -        •         ... 
Langley,  Heiekiah,  Mr.  Lloyd  prcsentsd  the 
petition  of,  read  and  reterrod 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  Benjamin  M.  Bdt 
reported  and  read  -         ... 

read  the  second  time         .... 
the  third  reading  negatived 
vote  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
the  third  reading  ..... 

Lanman,  James,  of  Connecticat,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  Francis  Hea* 

derson  -        -        -        -        ... 

on  tlie  bill  regulating  the  Iransportatioa  of 

the  mail        ---..- 

on  the  bill  to  secure  the  aecountabilitj  of 

public  officers        ..... 

Larche,  Francis,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe> 

tition  of,  read  and  referred 
Lauderman,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Kep- 
resentatives  for  the  relief  of    -       -      * 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         ... 
reported  without  amendment    • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paissed 
Laurens,  Colonel  John.  (8ee  Uendarwon^  Fran- 

ei$.) 
Law,  Thomas,  Mr.  Talbot  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  in  relation  to  a  national  cnrrescj, 
read  and  referred  .        .        ^       -      • 
the  committee  discharged .        .       •      - 
Lead  Mines  and  Salines,  Mr.  Barton  snbnitttd 
a  resolution  respecting  the  sale  of  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred      -        •       .      - 
the  committee  discharged  .       -      - 

Lee,  Richard  Bland.     (See  Fociw,  Reierl.) 
Leightner,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rrp- 
resentaUves  for  the  relief  of 
read  twice,  and  referred    .        .       •      • 
reportad  wtthoat  amendmanft    - 
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LeightQer,  Henry— oontiotted. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third-  reading' 

retd  the  third  time,  and  parsed 
Leland,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmes  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  the  erec- 
tion of  a  pier,  &c.,  at  the  month  of  the 
8aco  riyer,  read  and  referred 
L'Eofant,  Peter  Charles,  Mr.  Mills  presented 
the  petition  of,  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Colambia  - 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  - 
Le  Sieor,  Firman,  the  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Taylor  Berry  report  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reaa 

read  the  second  time 

debated    -        -        •        -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Libraries,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolatton 

to  distribute  documents,  journals,  dec,  to 

incorporated,  read  •        .        ^        . 

hid  on  the  table        •        .        .        •        . 

amended  and  ag^ed  to     -        -        -        - 
Library,  the  Committee  on  the,  appointed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
making  appropriations  for  the,  and  for 
furnishing  the  rooms  in  the  Capitol 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        .        . 

reported  ....... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      .        .        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Lighthouses,  Light-vessels,  dbc,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  building 
certain,  read 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 

reported  with  amendments       •        -        . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

the  House  disagrees  to  the  amendments, 
and  the  Senate  recedes  from  them 
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Lincoln,  Benjamin,  a  bill  to  settle  the  aceounis 
of,  David  Humphreys  and  Cyrus  Griffin, 
reported  and  read  .....    345 
read  the  second  time        ....    353 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...    427 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -    431 

Lincoln,  Martin,  and  Ann  F.  Humphreys,  Mr. 
Mills  presented  the  petition  of,  read  and 

referred 307 

evidence  in  support  of  the  claim  of,  read 

and  referred 339 

the  committee  on  their  petition  report  a  bill 
for  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  others.     (Bee 
Lincoln,  Benjamin.) 
Littell,  £.,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  petition  of, 
praying  that  no  additional  duty  be  placed 
on  books,  read  and  referred    ...    565 
Little,  Otis,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  petition 
of,  in  relation  to  French  spoliations,  read, 
end  referred  ..*..-     108 
Lloyd,  Edward,  of  Maryland,  attended    -        •       IJ 
remarks  of,  on  the  cleim  of  Virginia  for  cer* 
tain  advances        .....      34 

on  the  Tariff  bill 58 

on  the  bill  for  Francis  Henderson      .        •      08 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage  •    249 
on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill      *        •    311 
on  the  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of 
gold,  jewels,  &c.    -        .        -        .    320,  821 


Page. 
Lloyd,  James,  of  Massachusetts,  attended        -        9 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  Francis  Hender- 
son        97 

on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war        -  .  139, 

149,  229 

speech  of,  on  the  pension  bill  for  widows 
and  orphans  ......     104 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  drawback 
on  cordage 251,  500 

on  the  bill  regulating  the  transportation  of 
gold,  dtc. 320,  S21 

letter  from,  to  the  Editors  of  the  National 
Intelligencer,  correcting  a  report  of  the 
above  remarks,  (note)    -        -        •        -    321 

on  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt    346 

on  the  resolution  in  relation  to  Portugal    -    516 

on  the  Tariff  bill      590,  694,  614,  660,  690,  704 

Lloyd,  James,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 

of,  praying  a  pension,  read,  and  referred    446 
the  committee  discharged  ...    502 

Lobdell,  Stetson,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  revision 
^    of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred        .        .       79 
Longitude  of  the  Capitol.    (See  Capitol.) 
Lorman,  William,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  praying  an  increase  of  duty, 
read,  and  referred  -        -        -        -161 

Louisiana,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution 
in  relation  to  lands  in,  derived  from  the 
French,  British,  and  Spanish  Govern- 
ments   87 

read,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -        •43 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  holders  of  lands 
in,  derived  from  those  GovernmentSy  re- 
ported, and  read    -        -        -        -        -     166 
read  the  third  time    -----    205 
amended  --.....    309 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        -        -    319 
raed  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    328 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a  report  of  all  land  claims  filed  in  the 
Register's  oflice  at  Opeioosas  in    ^        -     142 

agreed  to 148 

a  bill  authorising  the  Register  of  the  land 
office  for  the  western  district  of,  to  report 
upon  certain  claims,  reported,  and  read    205 
read  the  second  time        ....    206 

coaaidefed        ......    312 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  319 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  323 
a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  to  confirm  land 

claims  in,  and  Miuouri,  read  •        -     253 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred    -        -     257 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing certain  swamp  lands  in    -        -        -    417 

laid  on  the  uble 422 

a  bill  for  the  sale  of  a  warehouse  at  English 
Turn,  and  the  erection  of  a  dwelling- 
house  at  Balixe  in,  reported,  and  read  -  431 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  446 
reported  without  amendments  ...  508 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  521 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  523 
a  bill  to  provide  a  Surveyor  General  for, 

and  Mississippi,  reported,  and  read  -  342 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  345 
reported  without  amendment  .  -  .  422 
laul  on  the  Uble        ....  509 
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Louifiana — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  from  the  Hoaee  of  ReprejMDtativet  to 
regulate   practice  in  the  United  States 

courts  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -        -  778 

reported   ---•-•-  782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .        -  786 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaied        -        -  788 
Low,  Andrew,  and  others,  Mr.  Elliott  presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  •  -  287 
adverse  report  made  ...  -  945 
laid  on  the  Uble  -  -  ^  -  -  361 
Lowrie,  Walter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  « 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fran- 
cis Henderson  .  •  .  -  -  97 
on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops  of  war        -  150, 

214,  233 

on  the  bill  to  secure  the  accountability  of 

public  officers        .        -        -        -        .    239 
on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill      -      310,  311 
on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion      -        372 

on  the  bill  to  protect  the  Indian  fur  trade  •    445 
on  tbo  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cord- 
age        500 

Lucas's  Universal  Atlas,  a  letter  from  William 

H.  Jones,  soliciting  patronage  for  -        -     123 
a  resolution  to  purchase  five  copies  of,  sub- 
mitted   124 

referred 12* 

a  resolution  authorizing  the  purchase  of  one 

copy  of,  reported 154 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...     254 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    256 

M. 

Macarylan,  John,  Mr.  Maoon  presented  the  pe- 
tition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spoliations, 
read,  and  referred  -        -        ^        -     161 

Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,  attended        9 

remarks  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to 
the  Constitution    -        -        -      169,399,417 

on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill     *        -     310 

on  the  Tariff  bUl 689 

Mail,  a  bill  to  discontinue  the  transportation  of 
the,  in  certain  cases,  reported,  and  read 

read  the  second  time         .... 

considered         ..-•-• 

laid  on  the  table 

Msison  Rouge,  Marquis  de,  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        • 

reported  without  amendment    .        -        - 

rejected    -        -     ,  - 
Manning,    Jeremiah,  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,   read 
twice,  and  referred        -        -        - 

reported  without  amendment     - 

postponed         -        -        - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Maps,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  in  regard  to  the  comple- 
tion of  certain        .        .        •        .        - 

sgreed  to-        - 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  reply 

referred    ---.--- 
Marechal,  Joseph,  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  •    582 
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Marechal,  Joseph— continued.  Pagt. 

bill  read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  5)3 
reported  without  amendment  •  -  -  616 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  -  -  717 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -ISO 

Marine  Corps.     (See  Naval  Ajfuirs,} 
Marshals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  repeal  ia  pan 
an  act  to  lessen  the  compensaiion  of^  read     71 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -78 
reported  with  amendments        -         -       -    1(6 
laid  on  the  uble        -        -        -         -       .   237 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -         .        .    301 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -365 

a  bill  to  provide  16r  the  better  secuxity  ef 
public  money  in  the  hands  of,  reperled, 
and  read  -  -  -  ,  -  -  160 
read  the  second  lime  -  -  -  -  167 
recommitted  -  -  -  •  -  -  -SSI 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  .  305 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  .  .  r4i 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    37S 

Martin,  David,  and  Elkanah  English,  Mr.  Ben- 
ton presented  the  peUtion  of,  referred    -    351 
the  committee  discharged  •        -         .        .   5^ 
Martin,  William  D.,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the 
memorial  of,  against  an  increase  of  daties, 
read,  and  referred  -        -         -         -        -    481 
Maryland,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolation  re- 
specting the  claims  o^  for  advances  da- 
ring the  late  war  •        -        -        -        .     3S 
read,  and  adopted    .        -         -         -        -     43 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
altering  the  times  of  holding  the  circuit 
court  for  the  fourth  circuit  in,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -         -         -         -        .    761 

reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  76$ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -785 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    7SS 

Massachusetts,  a  Message  from  the  President 
transmitting  documents  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of,  for  militia  services   -        -        -    361 
the  Message  read      -         -         -         -        -    305 
two  hundred  copies  of  the  documents  or- 
dered to  be  printed         -         -         -        -    S4J 

Mattson,   Abraham  V.,  Mr.    Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  relemae  from  im- 
prisonment, read,  and  referred        -        •     S9 
the  committee  report  a  bill  supplementaiy 
for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for 

debt      - 474 

(See  ImprUonment  for  Debt,^ 

Mayall,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relatioa  to  the 
tarifi^  respd,  and  referred  -  .  .  3<^ 
Msybury,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Barbow  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  the 
duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred  •  -  lOo 
Mayhew,  Thadeus,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  eon- 
dry  documents  in  fevor  of  the  claim  of, 

referred SS 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  -  351 
read  the  second  time         -        .        .        -    3M 

laid  on  the  table <^ 

considered  -  .  -  -  -  -  SH 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  -  -  5iS 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       '    ^^t 

amendments  received  •  -  -  -69' 
concurred  in--        -.-.67^ 
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McAlUtor,  John,  Mr  Holmet  preMntcd  the  peti- 
tion of,  reed,  and  referred       -        -        «      41 
t  bill  releasing  to,  or  the  heire  of  John 
ForbM,  a  certain  tract  of  land,  reported, 
and  read        ......    291 

read  the  second  tine 296 

laid  on  the  table        •        -        .        .        .    95i 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    430 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    422 
McBride,  Robert,  snd  Stephen  Kerr,  Mr.  Find* 
laj  presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and    ■ 
referred         -        -        •        -        <-        -115 
the  committee  report  a  bill  Ibr  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Andrew  Mitchell  •        -        -    238 
(See  Miteheiit  Andrew,) 
McCuIloch,  Hugh,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

reaentatives  fi>r  the  relief  of  -  •  •  593 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  •  617 
reported  without  amendments  ...  726 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    752 

McEwen,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  prb- 
sented  the  petition  of,  praying  a  modifica- 
tion  of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred        •     159 

McFarland,  Elizabeth,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented 

the  petition  of 147 

the  committee  discharged,  and  lea^e  given 
to  withdraw  her  papers  -        ...     2O6 

McUvaine,  Joseph,  of  New  Jersey,  attended      •        9 

McKnight,  John  M.  S.,  administrator  of  Charles 
McKnight,  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred         -        •    275 

McNair,  Alexander,  Mr.  Benton  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred         -        -  483 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  522 

read  the  aecond  time  .....  524 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  723 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  737 

amendments  received        .        .        -r       .  773 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -  779 

Mcpherson,  Joseph  S.,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 
the  memorial  of,  praying  a  settlement  of 
accounts,  read,  and  referred  -        -        •      31 
Mears,  Benjamin,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  doty 
on  iron,  read,  and  referred      -        •        -141 
Mebane,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to   authorize  the  executors 
of,  to  collect  certain  arrears    -        .        .    482 
read  twice,  and  referred  •-        -        -        •    484 
reported  without  amendments   ...    508 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    521 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -    523 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

supplementary  to  the  above   -        •        -    654 
referred    ....-••    656 
reported  without  amendment    .        •        •    674 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    749 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    752 
Meen,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 
the  petition  o^  praying  a  modification  of 
the  tariff,  read,  and  referred  -        -        •      55 
Melville,  David,  Mr.  D*  Wolf  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       •        •        -101 
report  mode,  and  the  committee  diseharged    758 
Memphis.    (See  Road,) 
Merchandise,  statements  showing  tHe  value  of 

imported,  laid  on  the  table     .        -        -    577 
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Miamu    (8ee  Rood, — See  WaboBk,) 
Michael,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read      -        -  162 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred      -        •  153 
reported  without  amendments   •        -        •166 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  257 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        .  258 
Michigan,  notice  of  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 

in  relation  to  the  government  of    -        -  275 
read  twice,  and  referred          -        •        -  291 
reported  without  amendment  -        -        •  317 
laid  on  the  table        .....  419 
Military  Academy,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  showing  the  amount  of  expendi- 
tures for  the  -        -        •        -        -        -  814 
Military  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  -  27 

Military  Establishment,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  showing  the  expenditures 
fur  the,  read  ---...     141 

Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the  House 
ot  Representatives  allowing  further  time 

for  locating -  654 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  667 

reported  without  amendment     •        -  *     -  751 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  781 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  787 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in 

relation  to  Virginia        -        -        -        -  721 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  726 

reported  without  amendment     ...  736 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  781 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -*  788 

Military  Road.    (See  Road.) 
Military  Service,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  with  a  statement  of  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  -----.  165 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

making  appropriations  for  the         -        -  297 

read,  and  referred     .....  soo 

report  made,  and  debated  -        -        -        -  310 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  316 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasMd  -        -        -  317 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

making  further  appropriations  for  the     -  773 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  776 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  785 

read  the  third  time,  apd  passed  -  787 

Militia,  the  committee  on  the,  appointed  -        -  27 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  the,  referred  to  the  abbve  com- 
mittee    32 

a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform,  reported,  and 

read 287 

read  the  second  time         .        .        .        i  296 

considered        --.---  343 

laid  on  the  table 346 

taken  up,  and  again  laid  on  the  Ubie  -        -  529 

Miller,  Henry,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  compensation  for  services 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  read,  and  re- 
ferred   - 484 

Miller,  James,  Governor  of  Arkansas.  (See  Ar- 
kanuu.) 

Miller,  James  and  Robert,  Mr.  Holmes  presented 
the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French  spo- 
liations, read,  and  referred      -        .        -     108 
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MiUer,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  praiented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  reviiion  of  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred  -        -        -       79 

MiUe,  Elijah,  of  Maieachuiette,  attended  .        -      36 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  proposing  an 

amendment  to  the  Constitution      -        -      69 
remarks  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution 410 

on  the  bill  to  aecure  the  acconntability  of 

public  officers        -        -        -      237,888,240 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    •        -        -     667 
Mima,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  o^ 
read  twice,  and  referred  -        .        .    674 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -     582 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        -    747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -     750 
Mint,  report  from  the  Director  of  the       -        -     123 

Mississippi,  Mr.  Williams  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of,  relative  to  In- 
dian title  to  lands  in,  read,  and  referred    317 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
changing  the  mode  of  surveying  lands  in 
Arkansas,  and       -        -        .        -        -     566 
read,  and  referred     -----     569 
reported  with  amendments    -        -        -        -     581 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    779 
a  bill  to  provide  a  Surveyor  General  for  Lou- 
isiana and,  reported,  and  read        -        -     342 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -     345 
reported  without  amendment    .        .        -    422 
laid  on  the  table 609 

Mississippi  Land  Company,  Mr.  M^ls  presented 
the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Oliver,  and  oth- 
ers. Directors  of  the  New  England,  read, 
and  referred  -        -        -        -        -        -101 

adverse  repori  in  fall        ...        -    234 
coneidered         -.----     298 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -     308 

a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote,  laid  on  the 
table 313 

Misstfsippi  River.  (8ee  Ohio  and  MUm.  Rioen.) 
Missouri,  Mr.  Benton  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of,  praying  the  adjustment 
of  land  claims  in,  and  a  duty  on  lead, 
read,  and  referred  -----      47 

a  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in 

Arkansas  and,  reported,  and  read  -        -     120 
read  the  second  time         ....     125 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        -     148 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -     162 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  in  relation  to 

the  Indian  title  to  lands  in,  referred        -      49 
a  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  of  dairos 

*  to  lands  in,  reported,  and  read        •        •    430 
read  the  second  time  ....    446 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     520 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  .        -        -     523 
amendmenta  received,  and  concurred  in     -     790 
a  bill  to  perfect  certain  locations  in,  reported, 

and  read        -.-.-.     162 
read  the  second  time         -        -        '        -     167 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .        -        .     305 
read  the  third  time,  and  paesed  .        -        .    306 
Mr.  Benton  eubmitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  *'  commons"  near  the  towns  and 
villages  in    -----        -    429 

agreed  tr 430 


Missouri — continued.  Paga 

the  committee  disefaargad  -         -        •       •  533 
the  committee  on  the  pelitian  of  CharietSw 
Hempstead  and  others,  report  a  btU  ts 
alter  the  terms  of  the  district  courts  is* 

read «1 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        •       •  SIO 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -       -  514 
Mr.  Benton  submitted  a  reaotution  in  rela- 
tion to  lands  for  schools  in     •        .      .  59! 

Isid  on  the  table «17 

agreed  to-        -        -.        -         -       --65( 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representstivei 
to  establiih  an  additional  land  office  ia, 
read  twice,  and  referred  -        •       -  HS 

reported   .        ---         ---785 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        •       •  7S5 
read  the  third  time,  and  paisaed  -        -       .   7^ 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represeotativei  re- 
specting the  validity  of  daims  to  lands  in 
Arkansas,  drc,  read  twice^  and  referred   745 
reported  with  amendmenta  -        .       -  757 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        .       .  784 
read  the  third  time  and  paMed  -        .-7^7 
a  bill  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  lands 

in,  reported  and  read      -         •        .       .   i4< 
read  the  second  time         -         -        .       .   741 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        .       .  771 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .       -  771 
a  bill  respecting  the  survey  of  the  southen 
and  western  boundary  of,  reported,  afi<l 
read  twice     -        -        -        -        -       -  758 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .       •   774 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .       .   77S 

Mitchell,  Andrew,  the  petition  of  Robert  McBridc 
an^  Stephen  Kerr,  administratofs  of,  reed 

and  referred  -        -        -        -        .       -  115 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  Oi^  reported 

and  read        -        -        •         -        .       .  233 

read  the  second  time          -         -        •      .  34! 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        .       -  319 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .       -  3S3 

Mitchell,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repis- 

sentatives  for  the  relief  of       •        -       -  ^'^ 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        '      '  ^ 

reported    -        -        -        -         -        .       -  7S3 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  readiag  7S9 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        .       -  TsS 
an  .amendment  to  their  amendment  received 

and  concurred  in  -        -        -        -       •  757 

Mobile,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repieeentatif  ee 
to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  diitiid 

court  of,  read         -        -        -        '       "  ^ 

amendments  reported        -        -        .       •  1» 

considered         ...        *        '       *  *)! 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        *       '  ^{f 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        *       ~  1^ 

amendmenta  received        •        -        .       •  96^ 
concurred  in-        -        -        -        --3C7 

notice  of  a  bill  ezplanatoiy  of  an  aet  eoAr 

firming  claims  to  lota  in         -        -       *  ^ 

the  bill  read,  and  referred  -        -        *       '  ^• 

reported  without  amendment     -        *    .   '  « 

amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  readiog  ^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .       .  57? 
a  bill  fmm  the  House  of  Representatives 

granting  certain  lots  to  the  corporatioo  of  ^ 

read  twioe,  and  referred     -        -        '       "  »m 

reported  without  amendment     -       •      -  *^' 
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bill  orderad  to  the  third  retding  -        •        •  780 

nad  the  third  time,  and  paesed  •        •        .  787 
Moffitt,  John  S.,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Rep- 

reseniativea  for  the  relief  of  -        -        -  693 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        >        -  616 

reported  with  ameadmenta        ...  708 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  749 

read  the  third  time»  and  paaaed  •>        .        -  752 
Money,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a  resokition  call- 
ing for  information  in  regard  to,  borrowed 

daring  the  late  war        -        .        .        •  623 

agreed  to--         --.-•  524 

Meaaage  in  reply       .        .        .        -        .  581 

Montgomery,  John,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  referred     -        -        -141 

Montgomery,  J.  M.  C,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of     -        -     593 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -       *-     616 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    721 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     749 
read  the  tbird  time,  and  passed  .        .        •     752 
Montgomery,   William   W.,  Mr.  Johnson   pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  that  a 
balance  in  favor  of  Michael  Reynolds  be 
paid  the  memorialist,  read,  and  referred       51 
Mooney,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre> 
sented  the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  duties, 

read,  and  referred 119 

Moore,  Alexander.     (See  Alexandria.') 
Moore,  A.,  and  others,  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  John- 
son  presented  the  petition  of,    praying 
retrocession  to  Virginia,    read,  and   re- 
ferred     401 

Moore,  Alfred,  and  Sterling  Orgain,  Mr.  Kelly 
presented  the  petition  of,  read  and  refer- 
red       ------- 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read    - 
read  the  second  time        .         -        .        . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .         - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Moore,  Henry,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred        .        -        . 
tfoore,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  present- 
ed the  memorial  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  duty  on  iron,  read  and  referred 
bfoore,  Pliny,  Mr.  Seymour  pesented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  and  referred 
rforeau,  Gelestin,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
petition  of,  read  and  referred  .        -        . 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  And  read  ^    • 
read  the  second  time 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
{organ,  Charles,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  referred     ... 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  committee 
the  committee  discharged  ... 

f organ,  Jonathan,  and  wife.      (See  Venabie, 

William,) 
lorrow,  James,  Mr.  Lowrie  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  place,  on  the  pension  list    - 
agreed  to,  and  referred      .... 

the  committee  discharged  ... 

[ulford,  Lewis,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre» 
sented  the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred 
[use,  James  Fort,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  praying  a  grant  of  land,  read, 
and  referred  .-----    716 
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Myers,  Oaocge,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  in  relation  to'  duties, 
read,  aod  referred  ....    308 

N. 
Nantucket.    (See  Penaaeola.) 
Napier,  Rapelye,  and   Bennett,  a  petition  of, 
praying  remission  of  duties  on  certain  su- 
gar, read,  aod  referred  -         -         -       83 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  of  Lewis  A.  Pe- 

tray,  and  Just  Viel,  reported,  and  read    -    295 
read  the  second  time        -        -        •        .    300 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    352 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -     354  ' 
National  Road.    (See  Roods*) 
Naturalization,  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of,  reported,  and  read      ...     204 
read  the  second  time  ....    206 

recommitted     .-...-     301 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -     513 
a  bill  in  further  addition  to  the  act  to  estab- 
lish a  rule  of,  and  to  repeal  all  other  acts 
on  that  subject,  reported,  and  read         -    513 
read  the  second  time  -        -        -        -     518 

laid  on  the  table        .....     522 
taken  up,  considered,  and  ordered  to  the 

third  reading         .....     770 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     773 

Naval  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  •  27 
so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  .•-...  30 
Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
information  at  the  next  session  in  rela- 
tion to  the  expenses  of  courts  martial,  &c^ 
in  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corpe      -        -    7"^^ 

agreed  to 782 

Naval  Establishment,  a  letter  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment, showing  the  annual  expense 
of  the,  with  information  in  regard  to  a 
Peace  Establishment,  read  ...  160 
Naval  Service,  a  report  from  the  Secretery  of  the 
Navy,  with  a  statement  of  appropria- 
tions and  expenditures  for  the,  read,  and 

referred 286 

the  committee  discharged  ....     736 
Navarre,  Fran9ai9,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  sun- 
dry documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of, 
read,  and  referred  ....     316 

Navy,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of,  transmit- 
ting a  statement  of  contracts  made  by  the 
Commisnioners  of  the     ....     252 
a  bill  from  tho  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the,  read,  and 

referred 423 

reported,  with  amendments         ...    480 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    481 

disagreement  of  the  House         ...     482 
the  Senate  insists  on  the  amendments        -    484 
a  committee  of  conference  appointed         .    502 
their  report  agreed  to         -         -        -         -     578 

Navy  Hospitals,  Mr.  Llo^d  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the  fund  fur        -        -     161 
agreed  to  ......     166 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  establish,  re- 
ported, and  read     -         -         -         -        .     520 

documents  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 

in  relation  to  the  bill  laid  on  the  table    -     520 
the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -         -     722 
Navy  Pensions.     (?iee  Pensions.) 
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Navy  Register,  a  letter  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment transmitting  copies  of  the,  for  the 
UM  of  the  Senate  •        •        -   v    -        •     161 
New  Haven,  Mr.  Edwerda  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of, 
against  the  tariff,  read  and  referred        •    682 
Newport,  Mr.  D'Wolf  presented  the  memorislof 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Mer- 
chants' Bank  of,  read  and  referred  -      49 
a  report  made  -•--•-     124 
recommitted  with  instmetions  -        -        -     ISO 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  memorialists,  re- 
ported and  read    -        .        -        .        •    131 
read  the  second  time         ....     142 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -     162 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -     163 
Newspapers,  a  resolution  directing  a  snpply  of, 

passed  ----.*       12 

New  York,  Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  relation  to 

the  tariff,  read 231 

referred 242 

a  preamble  and  resolottons  of  the  Legisia- 
ture  of,  relstive  to  losses  sustained  by 
persons  residing  on  or  near  Niagara  river, 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table     -        -        -     318 
Nimmo,  William  T.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read  and 
referred         -..--.     678 
reported  without  amendment    ...    692 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...     747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -     760 
Noble,  James,  of  Indisna,  attended  .        -        •         9 
remarks  of^  on  Indiana  lands     ...    326 
on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion        373 

on  the  tariff 729 

North  Carolina,  Mr.  Branch  presented  a  memo- 
rial from  the  State  of,  in  relation  to  claims 
to  Tennessee  lands,  read  and  referred    •     315 

O. 

O'Brien,  Richard,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  pe- 
tition  of,  praying   a  settlement  of  ac- 
counts, read  and  referred        -        .        -  36 
adverse  report  made          -        -        -        -  126 

agreed  to 180 

Officers  of  the  Customs,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted 
a  resolution  to  revise  the  act  in  relation 

to  the  compensation  of  •        •        •        -  91 

agreed  to          ......  97 

committee  discharged        ....  757 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
showing  the  emoluments,  dec,  of> certain  861 
Officers  of  the  two  Houses,  a  bill  to  revive  the 
act  filing  the  compensation   of,   intro- 
duced, and  read  twice    ....  89 

postponed         ......  103 

amended  and  referred        -        -        .        -  1 1 1 

reported  with  amendments        ...  140 

laid  on  the  uble 161 

considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  209 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  231 
Officers  of  the  Senate,  Mr.   Eaton  submitted  a 

resolution  respecting  the  election  of        •  64 

modified  and  postponed    -        -        .        •  76 

debated 78 

postponed        --.-..  81 

laid  on  the  table        •        ....  86 


Offieers  of  the  Senate— eon  tinned. 

Mr.  Hayne  snbmitted  a 
ing  the  election  of  -         .        .       . 

amended  and  referred        .... 

report  made      -        -        .         .         -       . 

agreed  to  -.---. 

Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of      -       > 

read  twice,  and  referred    .         .        .       . 

reported  without  amendment    .        .       . 

the  third  reading  refused  .... 
Oglethorpe  County*  Georgia,  Mr.  Elliott  pre- 
sented  a   preamble    and    reaolation  oC 
against  an  increase  of  dntiea,  read,  and 
referred         ...        -        «       . 

Ohio,  Mr.  Brown  preaented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislatare  of,  relative  to  the  sale  of  acheoi 
lands,  referred        ..... 

Mr.  Brown  presented  a  resolatioa  of,  re- 
specting protection  to  American  manu- 
fiictures,  read,  and  referred    -        .        . 

Mr.  B.  presented  a  resolotion  oC  respecting 
the  location  of  school  lands,  read,  sad 
referred         - '      -        -        -        -       - 

Mr.  B.  presented  a  resolution  of,  in  relation 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery,  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table  ...... 

a  bill  to  change  the  ternts  of  the  drcait 
and  district  courts,  reported  and  read 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     •        .        • 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representative  re. 
specting  three  tracts  of  land  in  Tuscarawas 
county  in,  read  twice,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  a  bill  from  the  Hous( 
of  Representstives  to  improve  the  nsvi> 
gation  of  the  ..... 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

conaidered        ...... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  aod  passed  ... 

Old,  Joseph,  end  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 

the  petition  of,  praying  an  increase   of 

duty  on  iron,  read,  and  referred 

OHver,  £benexer.   (See  MiniMtippi  Lamd  Com 

pony.) 
Ore,  Jamesy  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition  of, 
read,  and  referred  - 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  committee,  laid 
on  the  table  -••... 
considered,  and  agreed  to  ... 

Orgain,  Sterling.    (See  Moore,  AifirttL) 
Orrery.    (See  Planeiarium.) 
Osage  Indians,  Mil  from  the  House  of  Represent 
tativea  to  provide  an  agent  fer  the  • 
read  the  first  time     ..... 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment    .        .        • 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Ottremarey  J.»  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repiesen 
tatives  for  the  relief  of  - 
read  twice,  and  referred    - 
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KtremAre,  J.— contiiiaed.                                   Page* 
bill  raported  with  amandmenU  .        •        •  709 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        «  749 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted          -        •  752 
disagreement  of  the  Houae  to  their  amend- 
ments -------  766 

the  Senate  recede  therefrom      -        .        •  768 

P. 

*almer,  William  A.,  of  Vermont,  attended 
*arent,  Charles,  a  petition  of  C.  Parent  in  be- 
half of  the  heirs  of,  read,  and  referred    • 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported, 
and  read       -----. 
read  the  second  time         -        •        -        . 
laid  on  the  table        .        .        .        -        • 

'arrott,  John  F.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended  • 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  additional  sloops 

of  war  ------- 

i'assau,  George  de,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  confirmation  to  a  tract 
of  lund,  read,  and  referred    - 

adverse  report  made  ... 

agreed  to  - 

Patent  Office,  a  bill  relative  to  the,  reported,  and 

read 

read  the  second  time 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Patterson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re 
ferrcd    -        w         .         -         -        - 


9 

83 

147 
151 
254 

9 
198 


42 

96 

108 

508 

518 
722 
737 


119 


446 
449 
S84 
520 
523 


108 


108 


Paulus,  Barbara,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep 
resentatives  for  the  relief  of,  read   - 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred    • 
reported  without  amendments   - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Peabody,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Llojd  present 
ed  the  petition  of,  relative  to  French  spo 
liations,  resd,  and  referred     - 

Pearce,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  present 
ed  the  petition  of,  relative  to  French  spo 
liations,  read,  and  referred     - 

Pennock,  Abraham,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlaj 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred    287 

• 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  several 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  respect- 
ing the  tsrtff,  resd,  and  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  against  the  bill  imposing 
duty  on  auction  sales,  read,  and  laid  on 
theUble 

a  letter  from  the  Governor  of,  with  a  reso- 
lution approving  the  declaration  of  the 
President  in  iavor  of  liberty  on  the  West- 
ern Hemisphere,  read,  and  laid  on  the 
Uble 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatives  to 
alter  the  judicial  districts  of  - 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        •        •        • 

reported  with  amendments        -        •        • 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      .        .        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Pensaeola,  Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution 
respecting  a  naval  depot  at  or  near 
agreed  to- 


207 


401 


481 

670 
573 
592 
779 
787 


336 

339 


Pensacola^ontinued.  Page  . 

the  comuiUee  report  a  bill  respecting  the 

Florida  coast 716 

(See  Florida.) 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
allow  a  sslaiy  to  the  Collector  of  Nan- 
tucket and,  and  to  abolish  the  office  of 
Surveyor  at  -        -        -        -        -        •    773 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....     776 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    786 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .    789 

Penaions,  the  Committee  on* appointed    -        -      27 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
extending  the  term  of  half  pay,  to  widowa 
and  children  of  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, read  twice,  and  referred        -        -      56 
reported  with  amendmenta         -        -        -      89 
considered         -        -        -        -        -        -103 

postponed  ......     107 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -     111 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -112 
Mr.  Parrott  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to,  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
persons  slain  in  the  private-armed  vessels    '114 
agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -116 

a  bill  extending,  to  persons  disabled  in,  and 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  slain  in,  ' 
priTate-armed  vessels,  reported,  and  read  162 
the  report  in  full       .....  102 
the  bill  read  the  third  time        ...  i^j 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  254 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  256 
amendments  received,  and  concurred  in     -  .448 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  con- 
cerning invalid      -        .        .        -        .  127 

resd  the  first  time 129 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -  133 

reported  with  amendments        -        -        -  513 

laid  on  the  table 522 

taken  up,  amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third 

reading -  530 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  538 
the  House  agrees  to  some  and  disagrees  to 

other  amendments          ....  691 

the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments      -  750 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
extend  the  term  of  certain,  read  twice, 

and  referred -  746 

reported  without  amendments    -        -        -  751 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  782 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  788 
Pensioners,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  resolution 
respecting  the  names  and  amounts  re- 
ceived by  all 709 

laid  on  the  table        -        •        -        -        -  717 

agreed  to -  729 

Perkins,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Holmes  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  French 

spoliations,  reat^  and  referred         -        -  108 

Perley,  Frederick,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  ...  593 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -617 
reported  without  amendment  .  -  -  653 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  -  -  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •        -    750 

Persico,  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 
memorial  of,  in  relation  to  the  tariff,  read, 
and  referred 308 
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Peteri,  Samuel,  Mr.  Lenmeii  preeented  the  peti- 
tion of,  reed,  and  referred       -        -        -     101 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        .        .    336 
Petersburg  and  Richmond.     (8ee  Veiaels.) 
Petray,  Lewis  A.,  and  Just  Viei,  Mr.  Hayne  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  the  remis- 
sion of  certain  duties,  read,  and  referred      42 
(dee  Napiety  dec.) 
■Peyster,  Frederick  de,  and  Co.,  Mr.  Van  Buren 

presented  the  petition  of,  read  and  referred  108 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Findiay  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  a  number  of  citiseos  of.  praying  a 
revision  of  the  tarifl^  read,  and  referred  -  41 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Synod  of,  respecting  the  civilisation  of  the 
Indians,  read  .....      47 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of,  in  relation  to 
bankruptcy,  read,  and  referred  -  -  83 
a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of,  in  relation  to  an  arti6cial  harbor  near 
ttie  Capes,  read,  and  referred  -        -     113 

the  committee  discharged  -        >        .        .    775 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  against  additional 
duties  on  imports,  read,  and  referred       -    308 

Phipps>  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  a  revision 
of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred        -        -     113 

Piatt,  John  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirt 

off  read  twice,  and  referred    ...  574 

reported  without  amendment    ...  726 

.  laid  on  the  table        .....  749 

taken  up,  and  again  laid  on  the  table        -  759 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  768 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        •  773 

Planetarium,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 
of  Nathaniel  Potter,  and  others,  soliciting 
encouragement  for  a  new,  invented  by 
Thomas  Newell,  read,  and  referred        •    448 
the  committee  dischsrged,  and  the  petition 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War    -        -     524 
Plymouth  Beach.     (See  Presque  bU.) 
Point  Coupee,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives granting  land  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of-        .......    773 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....     776 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...     785 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -     788 
Portugal,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing on  the  PresiJent  for  information  re- 
specting commercial  relatione  with        -     508 
considered         -        -        -         •         -         -515 
agreed  to  .--..;.     6i8 

a  message  in  reply 721 

PorU  of  Delivery,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
rcsentatives  to  establish  Bowdoinham, 
Troy,  Hudson,  and  Fairport,  aa,  read 
twice,  and  referred        -        .        -        -     777 

reported 7g2 

postponed  indefinitely       ....     786 
Portsmouth,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  a  memorial 
from   the  merchants  of,  in  relation   to 
French  spoliations,  read,  and  referred     -     111 
Poat  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  the  Committee  on, 

appointed 27 

discharged         ......     786 


Poatmasters,  Mr.  Kaight  MibmiUed  a  reaalatjoa 
for  additional  compenaatipn  to,  for  8tamp> 
ing  ship  lettera,  read      .        .        -       .     77 
agreed  to  ......     91 

Poet  Roads,  a  report  from  the  Poetmastor  Gen- 
eral with  a  list  of  anproductive,  mul,  aad 
referred         -        -        -         -         .        .   3SD 

Mr.  Johnson  aubmitted   a  resolation  for  a 
post  road  from  Baton  Roage  to  Opeioo- 

•aa 313 

laid  on  the  table       -        -        -        -        -    3l§ 

Mr.  Johnaon  aubmitted  a  reaotatioa  in  re- 
gard to  the  nearest  poet  route  between 
New  Orleans  and  Washingtoa       -        -    561 
agreed  to  ......sS^ 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentativcs  to 
discontinue    certain,    and    to    eatabliaa 
others   ------.    769 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        •         -        .    773 
postponed  indefinitely         -         .         .        >    7$4 
Potter,  Israel  R.,  Mr.  Knight  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -         -        •    13$ 
the  committee  discharged  •         •         -        -    S§$ 
Potts,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  additional  duties 
on  iron  and  steel,  read,  and  referred      -    151 
Potts,  Samuel,  Mr.  Findlsy  presented  the  me- 
morial  of,   praying  additional   duty   oa 
iron,  read,  and  referred  -        •        .111 

Pre-emption,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreeent- 
atives  granting,  to  all  counties  or  parishes 
in  which  public  lands  are  situated  -        -50 
read  twice,  and  referred  •  -         -    '    .        .MS 
reported  without  amendment    -        .        .    573 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       «        .        .    771 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -       -7^ 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
icranting,  to  settlers  \xi  the  districu  of  St 
Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse    •       .7^ 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         -        .       .    744 
reported  without  amendment     -         -       -761 
postponed  indefinitely        -         .         .       .   7S4 
a  biU  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

concerning,  in  Arkansas         •        .       .    771 
read  twice,  and  referred    -         -         -        -    771 

reported   ....         .         ..7SS 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        .        .    7*i5 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        •    79» 
President  of  the  United  States,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inform  the,  of  the  organiaa- 
tion  of  the  Senate        -         .        .        .     IG 
the  Annual  Measage  of  the        -        .       .     U 

President  and  Vice  President,  Mr.  Eaton  sobait- 
ted  a  resolution  to  amend  the  act  relative 
to  the  election  of  -        -         .        .        .     4t 
agreed  to  ......4^ 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  respecting  the 

election  of,  reported,  and  read  twice        •    31T 
considered  ...      509,  514, 51S,  5:9 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        •   dH 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        .5:4 
President  of  the  Senate,  the  attendance  of  the    I^ 
declines    further    attendance    during    the 

session  -         -         -         .        .        -    7e< 

John  Gaillard  elected,  pro  tempore   -       -    7^ 
Presque  Isle,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives for  deepening  the  channel  of,  aod 
repairing  Plymouth  Batch     -        -       .    H? 
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bill  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  withoot  amendment 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 


Page. 

-  744 

-  758 

-  782 

-  788 


Price,  Chandler,  and  otherii,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred      36 

Pritchard,  John,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        -        -        -        -     12A 

adverse  report  made .        -        .        .        .     162 
agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -     166 

f^rivate  Bills.    (See  Rules.) 
'rout,  Uolden  W.,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       ...     25ft 
the  committee  discharged  ....     295 

'ublic  Buildings,  a  message  from  the  President 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of,  read,  and  referred    -        -        -      49 

'abltc  Debt,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  respecting  interest  on  the        •      26 

^ublic  Lands,  the  committee  on  appointed        -      27 
discharged         --.--.     789 
(See  Lands,) 

*ublic  Money,  a  bill  to  provide  better  secority 
for,  in  the  hands  of  marshals,  clerka,  and 

attorneys,  reported,  and  read  -        -        •  160 
read  the  second  time         -        -        -        -167 

recommitted      •        •        -        •        -        0  291 

reported  with  amendments        ...  305 

considered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  364 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  375 

'ublic  Officers,  Mr.  Holmes  gave  notice  of  a  bill 

to  secure  the  accountability  of        -  •     .  81 

the  bill  read,  and  referred  •        -        -        -  82 

reported  with  amendments        -        -         -  141 

postponed          ......  151 

considered         ......  23G 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        -        -  241 

read  the  third  time,  and' passed  •        -        -  242 

urchasera  of  Pablic  Landp,  Mr.  King  submitted 
a  resolution  for  the  eitenaion  of  provi- 
sions for  the  relief  of      -        •        -        -  84 

agreed  to •        -90 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  extinguishment  of 

debt  due  by,  reported,  and  read       -        -  287 

read  the  second  time         ....  286 

laid  on  the  table 387 

considered        -        -        -        -        -     471,  474 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  475 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  482 

amendment*  received        ....  737 

concurred  in      -----        •  747 

a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  reported,  and 

read  twice      ......  773 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  778 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  779 

arsers  and  Navy  Agents,  Mr.  Williams  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  calling  for  a  list  of  the 
names  of,  who  are  in  arrears  -        •        -     120 
agreed  to  -        •        -  ...     125 

report  in  reply,  read .        .        •        •        .    242 

Q. 

a  a  paw  Indians.     (See  Arkansas.) 
uinby»  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickeraon  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred     119 

R. 
fcpclye.     (See  Napier,) 
18th  Con.  1st  Se86.^C 


Page! 
Rawie,  W.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition 
of,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table 375 

Rawlinga,  Rezin,  and  John  Locke,  executors  of 

Daniel   Rawlings,  Mr.  Eaton   presented 

the  memorial  of,  read,  and  referred          -  76 

adverse  report  made  .....  182 

postponed  -        -        .        .        •        -138 

laid  on  the  Ubie        .....  142 

recommitted 328 

another  report  made  -        >        .        .        .  532 

concurred  in     -        -        ...        .  558 

Read,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickeraon  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  praying  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign  Iron,  read,  and  re- 
ferred  •        ---..•     124 

Registers  of  Wills,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives lo  regulate  the  fees  of,  in 

the  District  of  Columbia         ...  737 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  744 

reported  without  amendment    ...  748 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  780 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  787 

Revenue  and  Finances,  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  as  relates  to  the,  referred       32 

Revolutionary  Pensioners,  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary uf  War  with  a  statement  of  the 
number  of,  in  each  State,  read,  and  or- 
dered  to  be  printed        -        •        .        .11 

Reynolds,  Michael.     (See  Montgomery,   Wilr 

Ham  W,) 
Richardson,  Landie,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Represenlativea  for  the  relief  of       -        .  593 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        .616 

reported  without  amendment    ...  676 

laid  on  the  table        .....  748 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  752 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  761 

Riddick,  Thomas  F.,  Mr.  Barton  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred          -        -  109 
documents  relating  to  the  claim  of,  referred  125 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  162 
read  the  second  time          ....  167 
laid  on  the  table        .....  275 
leave  given  to  withdraw  hia  papers    -        -  733 
Riker,  R.,  and  others,  aliens,  Mr.  Van  Buren 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred  • 233 

Riley,  Juatice,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  in  relation  to  French  spolia- 
tions, read,  and  referred  -  -  -  108 
Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  concerning 
land  situated  between   the,  read  twice, 

and  referred -781 

reported  -----..    782 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     785 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -     788 

Ripka,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  praying  a  modification 
of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred      -        -     233 
Rist,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentalives  for  the  relief  of      -        -        -    582 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....     593 

reported  without  amendment    ...    747 

■         postponed  indefinitely       ....    750 
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Rotds,  Mr.  Johnsoo  submitted  •  resolution  call- 
ing  for  tnformatioQ  as  to  the  condition  of 

the  national  road  at  Madisonville  -        .  54 
agreed  to          ......56 

report  in  reply,  read,  and  referred      -        -  107 
Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  resolution  for  open- 
ing a  road  through  Columbus,  Indiana- 
polis, dbc. 80 

read  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -        -  85 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  make   one  from   Memphis  to   Little 

Rock,  read  twice,  and  referred        -        -  92 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  114 

laid  on  the  table        -        -        .        .        -  1 18 

considered        ......  129 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      •        -        -  i;)0 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  137 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  opening  certain,  in  Florida,  read      -  87 
considered         -        -        -        -        -        -291 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  294 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  296 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  respect- 
ing a  military  road  from  Fort  St.  Philip 

to  the  English  Torn,  read     -        -        -  11 1 
a  bill  to  authorize  said  road,  reported  and 

read 187 

read  the  second  time         -        -    %  -        -  142 

debated 152 

laid  on  the  Uble 153 

considered 208, 253 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  254 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          •        -  256 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  make  a  road  from  a  point  near  Miami 

to  Detroit 769 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  772 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  786 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          •        -  788 

Roads  and  Canals,  Mr.  Brown  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  appoint  a  select  committee  on  26 
amended  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -  29 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

provide  surveys,  dbc,  for,  read         •        -  242 

read  the  second  time          ....  253 

referred 253 

reported  without  amendment    -        .        .  336 
considered         -        -        .      419,  594,  558,  .^66 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  569 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  570 

Robbins,  Brintnel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred 56 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  95 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -  102 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  1 10 

Robinson,  General  Thomas,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  T.  Robinson  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  other  children  of, 

read,  and  referred 447 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported, 

and  read  twice 766 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  779 
Roderick,  Anthony.     (8ce  Goldsmith,  Morris.) 
Roddy,  James,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  heirs  of,  read,  and  referred     •  316 
the  committee  discharged  ....  757 
Ross,  John.    (See  Cherokee  Indians.) 
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Rotch,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Mills  ptessated 

the  memorial  of,  read,  and  rcfinred       •  SsS 
Rowland,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickersoo  {«»• 
sented  the  memorial  of,   read,  and  n- 
ferrcd    -        -        -         -        -       -      .  1J| 

Rowland,  M.,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickeraoa  pR- 

sented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  136 
Rttcker,  Elliott,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repiv- 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of      -       -      - 
read  twice,  and  referred     -         ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Ruggles,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  settling  cltinu  • 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage  49S 
on  the  Tariff  bill        ....    514. 6M 

Rules,  Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  for  & 
role  respecting  the  duties  of  the  presidiac 
officer   -        -        -        -         ...   I.* 

agreed  to  - 

the  announcement  of  new,  by  the  presidiag 
officer  ....         ... 

Mr.  Holmes  submitted  a  resolution  for  1 
new  rule  respecting  the  jeas  and  nsjf, 
read 

read  the  second  time  -         ... 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

a  rule  in  relation  to  private  bills,  adopted  • 

Rush,  John,  and  Samuel  Conway,  Mr.  Bartoi 
presented  the  memorial  of,  read,  aod  re- 
ferred   ...        -         ... 
the  committee  discharged  -        ... 

Russell,  Isaac,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred 

Russell,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Dickenoo 
presented  the  memorial  of,  read,  saJ  re- 
ferred   -        -        .        .         ... 
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Scott,  Alexander,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the 
petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read   • 
read  tbe  second  time  .         .        .      - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Seacy,  Robert,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolatioo 

respecting  the  accounts  of     -        •       * 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  table 

Seamen,  a  report  from  the  Secreury  of  8uie 

transmitting  the  returns  by  collecton  0^ 

American,  read      .        .         .       .      - 

(See  Pensions.) 
Seminole  War,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persooi  en- 
gaged in  the,  reported,  and  read 
laid  on  the  table       ... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
amendments  received 
concurred  in     - 
Senate  Officers.    (See  Officers  of  the  Senate-) 
Senators,  a  list  of,  in  attendance  at  tbe  opeoimr 
of  the  session         .        .        .       .      • 

Seymour,  Horatio,  of  Vermont,  attended  • 
Shakers,  Mr.   Van  Buren  presented  the  meoo- 
rial  of  the  United  Society  called,  read. 
and  referred  ------ 

the  committee  discharged,  and  the  neoo* 
rial  laid  on  the  table      .        .       .      • 
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hirreyoT  General,  Mr.  Barton  submitted  a  reao- 
lation  in  relation  to  a  contract  made  by 
the,  of  Ulinoia,  Miaaouri,  and  Arkanaaa  -    205 
agreed  to  ......     300 

report  in  reply  read,  and  referred       -        'SIS 
a  bill  to  provide  a,   for  Louisiana,  and  one 

for  Miaaiasippt,  reported,  and  read  -        -     342 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred       -        *    345 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        .    422 
laid  on  the  table        .....    509 

a  bill  to  provide  a,  for  Arkanaaa,  reported, 
and  read        ......    421 

read  the  aecond  time  -        -        -       ^-    424 

a  letter  from    the  Governor  of   Arkansas 
showing  the  necessity  of  a,  read,  and  re> 

ferred    -        - 446 

the  bill  postponed  indefinitely    ...     770 
^Bsquehannah  river.     (See  Alleghany  river.) 
button,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Noble  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  the  na- 
toralization  lawa,  read,  and  referred        -     151 
Sykes,  Joseph,  Mr.  Mcllvaine  presented  the  pe* 

tition  of,  read,  and  referred    ...     353 

Sylvester,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Repreaentativea  for  issuing  letters  patent 

to,  read  twice,  and  referred     ...     745 

reported  without  amendment     ...    758 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...     782 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...    788 
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ralbot,  Isham,  of  Kentucky,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  a  bill  to  amend  an  ordinance 

of  Alabama 340 

on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  for  settling 

claims  --.-•-.  476 
on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback  on  cordage  500 
on  the  bill  further  to  amend  the  Judiciary 

system  .--.-.    576 

apeech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        ...    601 
ranner's  American  Atlas,  Mr.  Lowrie  submitted 

a  joint  resolution  for  the  purchase  of,  read    751 

read  the  second  time  ....    766 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        •        -     771 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...    773 

!*an8y,  Eleanor,  Mr«  Barton  presented  the  peti. 

tion  of,  read,  and  referred  *  .  -  29 
the  committee  discharged  ...    289 

["araacon,  Lewia  A.,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -  -  295 
the  committee  discharged  ...    573 

tariff,  petitions  praying  a  revision  of  the,  read, 

and  referred  -        -        •       1 13,  119,  206,  233 
petitions  against  an  increase  of.  r^ad,  and 
referred  .         .         -       315,317,375,422 

(See  Duties,) 
''ate,  Bavid,  Mr.  Kelly  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred     .        .        •        •    508 
^ay  lor,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended  -        -        -     231 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  a  drawback 

on  cordage  --..--  260 
on  proposed  ameodmenta  to  the  Constitu* 

tion 386,  408 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims        -  472, 

476, 480 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals  ...---  558 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  -  -  600,  659 
speech  of,  on  the  same      ....    676 


Page. 
Taylor,  Walter,  of  Indiana,  attended  .  .  9 
Ten  Eyck,  Conrad,  Mr.  Van  Burcn  presented 

the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -        .     147 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tione      256 

7*homaa,  Jesse  B.,  of  Illinois,  attended      .        .        9 
Thomas,  James,  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred  •        -    313 

the  committee  discharged  ...    504 

Thomas,  John,  d&  Co.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read,  and 
referred  ......     574 

reported  without  amendment  ...  592 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -    750 

Thomas,  Martin,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sen  ted  the  petition  of,  praj^ing  a  modifi* 
cation  of  the  tariff,  read,  and  referred     -      36 
Thoofl,  Bernard,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  authorize  the  issue  of  a 
certain  debenture  to,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   -        -        r        ...        -    674 
reported  without  amendment    •        -        .    677 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        .    744 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •    750 

Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Johnson  preaented  the 
petition  of,  praying  a  reinstatement  of 
hia  salary  as  Superintendent  of  the  Pat- 
ent Office,  read,  and  referred  -        •    231 
a  bill  relative  to  the  salary  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, reported,  and  read    ...    608 
read  the  second  time         -        .        .        .    518 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    722 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    737 
Tilghman,  William,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred         .        -     375 
Titles  to  Lands,  Mr.  Barton  aubmitted  a  resolu* 

tion  respecting  incomplete    -        -        -      30 
read,  and  agreed  to  -        -        •        -        -      26 

Tompkina,  Daniel  D.,  a  Message  from  the  Pres- 
ident respecting  the  accounts  of,  read    -      26 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  39 
reported  without  amendment  -  •  -  47 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  49 
attendance  of,  in  the  Senate  ...  127 
another  Mesaage  from  the  President  re- 
specting the  accounts  of,  read,  and  laid 

on  the  toble 427 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  payment  of  the  claims  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred  ....    772 

reported  without  amendment  ...  775 
ordered  to  the  thirfi  reading  •  -  -  -  783 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •    788 

deeUnes  further  attend'ce  during  the  seasion      766 

Tonnage  and  Imports,  report  from  ihe  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  dutiea  on  -      25 
(See  Duties.) 
Topp,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of      -        -        -     617 
read  twice,  and  referred     ...        -     653 
reported  without  amendment    ...    726 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     749 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -     752 

Traders,  documents  in  relation  to  acts  of  hos- 
tility towards  American,  by  the  Indians, 
laid  on  the  table    -        -        -        .        -    677 
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Treaties  with  Indian h.     (See  Indian  Treaiiea.) 
Treaty  of  Ghent.     (See  Fur  Tradt.) 
Treaaory  Glaimai  a  report  from  the   Secretary 

showing  payments  of  miscellaneous       -    390 
Treasury  Reports,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  res- 
olution for  the  reprint  of        -        •        -    275 
agreed  to,  and  referred      - »      -        .        .    287 
the  committee  discharged  ...    757 

Trezevant,  Peter,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred     .        .        -     299 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 
referred  to  the  Fourth  Auditor        -        -    768 
Turner,  Samuel,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  reso- 
lution for  paying  a  certain  sum  to  the 

widow  of,  read 207 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -     210 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     231 

Tuscaloosa,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives granting  certain  lots^  dbc ,  to  the 
Corporation  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    781 

reported 782 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...     785 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    788 

Tuscarawas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
stives  concerning  three  tracts  of  land  in 
the  county  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -    745 
reported  without  amendment    •        -        -    751 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -    781 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    787 

Tutchelf,  Philip,  and  others,  Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  in  relation  to  the 
tariff,  read,  and  referred        ...    308 

U. 

Ulmer,  George,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -        -        -     129 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        -        -601 

V. 

Van  Boren,  Martin,  of  New  York,  attended     -        9 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  respects 
ing  the  election  of  President  -        -        -      65 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  in  relation  to 

roads  and  canals  -  •  -  •  -  134 
on  other  resolutions  proposing  amendments 

to  the  Constitution  ...  327,  363 
on  the  bill  respecting  an  ordinanee  of  Ala* 

bama 340,341 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  claims       -    476 

on  the  Tariff  bill 601 

Vanderlyn,  John,  Mr.  King  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred      •        -         •«    314 
a  bill  to  authorize  him  to  paint  the  battle  of 

New  Orleans,  reported,  iftid  read  •  -  581 
read  the  second  time  ....  593 
laid  on  the  table 769 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  attended     •     113 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  settling  claims  •    478 
Van  Home,  Peter,  and  others,  Mr.   Dickerson 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     IIU 

Van  Noorden,  Hadrianus,  Mr.  Macon  presented 
the  petition  of,  respecting  French  claims, 
read  and  laid  on  file       -        -        -        -      50 

referred    .------65 

Van  Syckle,  Elijah,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred  -  -  345 
a  bill  fur  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -    430 
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Van  Syckle,  Elijah — continued. 

bill  read  the  second  time   .         -        -       > 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .       • 
Vaughan,  William,  Mr.  King  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  an  aJlowanoe  of  pme 
money,  read,  and  referred       ... 
the  committee  reported  a  bill  granting  priae 
money  to  the  officers  and  erews  under 
Captain  Gregory  .        -         -        -       - 

(See  Gregory i  Fronde  /f.) 
VenaUe,  William,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  and  his  wife,  and  Jonathan  Mor^ 
gan  and  wife,  read,  and  referred    • 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Venablc,  wife 
of,  and  Jane  Morgan,  reported,  and  resd 
read  the  second  time  .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  authorize  the  masteis  of,  in  oer* 
tain  cases,  to  clear  out,  either  at  Rich 
mond  or  Petersburg       ... 
read  twice,  and  referred    ... 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repraaentatives 
allowing  bounty  to  the,  engaged  in  eod 
fisheries        ...         ... 

read  twice,  and  referred    .         .         .        - 
reported  without  amendment     .        .       - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .       - 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  por- 
suanee  of  the  act  regulating   passenger 
ships  and,  read     .... 

Viel,  Just.    (See  Napier.) 
Villier,  Jumonville  de,  leave  given,  to  withdraw 
his  papers     ...... 

Virginia,   Mr.  Barbour  submitted  a  reeatutiM 

respecting  the  claims  o^  for   advancn 

during  the  late  war,  read        ... 

considered        ---..- 

agreed  to  -        -        -  -       • 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  comraonicatioB 

from  the  Governor  of,  on  the  snbject  of 

the  claim  of  said  State  for  advaaees,  read 

a  message  from  the  President  on  Uic  same 

subject  ...        .        .       - 

read,  and  laid  on  the  table 

referred    -----        .       -   61* 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repraseotatives  to 
alter  the  judicial  districts  of^  and  for  other 
purposes       ...         .        .       - 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  .  • 
reported  without  amendment  .  -  - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ~  *  ; 
Virginia  Military  Land  Warrants.  (See  MUi- 
iary  Land  Warrante.) 

W. 

Wabaah  and  Miami  Rivers,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  to  open  a  canal  ts 

connect  the  -        -        -        -        *  *  I^ 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        "  *  J?* 

reported  without  amendment    -        '  '  ''^ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        •        .  .  7SS 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  «        -  -  '^ 
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talker,  Lewis  M.,  and  othen,  Mr.  Mcllvnine 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  snd  re- 
ferred   •        •-....    481 
^all,  Benjamin.     (See  Hunter ,  James*) 
iT  all  ace,  David,  Mr.  Branch  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred      ...    290 
i^ard,  Samoel,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 

of,  read,  and  referred     •        -        -        -153 
(See  Chandler,  Waiter  S,) 
^are,  Nicholas,  of  Georgia,  attended        •        -     123 
Washington,   Mr.  Johnion  submitted  a  joint 
resolution  for  purchasing  the  portrait  of, 
by  Rembrandt  PeaJe      -        -        -        -    417 

read 418 

laid  on  the  table 422 

i^ashington  City,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Re- 
presentatives supplementary  to  the  act  to 

incorporate 617 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....    654 

reported  with  amendments         ...    702 
recommitted     ......     722 

reported  with  amendments  ...  748 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  790 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    786 

i^ashington  Canal  Company,  a  letter  from  the 
President  of  the,  with  a  statement  of  re- 
ceipts, read  --....    ft32 

i^alers,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlay  pre- 
sented the  memorisl  of,  praying  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  tarifi^  read,  and  referred      -      83 

i^atson,  Josiah,  and  wife,  Mr.  Jackson  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  a  pension,  read, 
and  referred*        .....       88 
adverse  report  made  -        -        -        •        -     716 
concurred  in     -----        -    716 

i^attles,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Barbonr 

Presented    the  memorial  of,  respecting 
^rench  claims,  read,  and  referred  -        -      82 
/ay  and  Gideon,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  me- 
morifil  of,  praying  a  subscription  to  the 
pablicstion  of  an  edition  to  the  Journals 
of  the  Old  Congress,  read,  and  referred      37 
(See  Journals.) 
Webster,  John  A.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read,  and  referred    ...    658 

^ells,  Bezaleel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  •        -        -  582 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  593 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -616 
ordered  to  the  third  reading    '   •        -        -  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  750 
/est  Baton  Rouge.     (See  Baton  Rouge,) 
/ey mouth.  Dean,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred          -        -  75 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  committee,  laid 
on  the  table  -        -        -        -        -        -114 

negatlTed 129 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read   -  353 

read  the  second  time          ....  256 

considered 337 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  33d 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  339 

amendments  received         ....  654 

referred    ...----  667 

reported  without  amendment     -         •        -  736 

agreement  to  the  first  amendment      -        -  750 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  the  relief  of 617 


Weymouth,  Desn^-continued. 

bill  resd  twice,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    .        .        . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        . 
Wharton,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenutives  for  the  relief  of,  read    - 

read  the  second  time         .        .        .        . 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        . 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Wheaton,   Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  referred         .... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
White,  Aleiander  A.,  Mr.  Johnson  called  np  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 

a  new  petition  of,  presented,  and  referred  - 

adverse  report  made  .... 

considered         -        -      * . 

agreed  to  ...... 

White,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  and  William 
Davidson,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 

reported 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
White,  Josiah,  Mr.  Mills  presented  the  petition 
of,  read,  and  referred     ... 

White,  Samuel,  Mr.  Findlay  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  read,  and  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read 

read  the  second  time         ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Willard,  Julius,  and  Robert  Childs,  Mr.  Smith 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  refer 
red        .-.--. 

the  committee  discharged  ... 

'*  William,"  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen 
tatives  for  a  register  to  the  brig 
referred    ...... 

reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Williams,   Thomas  H.,  of  Mississippi,  creden 
tials  off  read         .... 

is  qualified        ..... 

Williams,  David  R.,  Mr.  Hayne  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred 
Williams,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re 
presentstives  for -the  relief  of, 
read  twice  and  referred     .        -        - 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Williamson,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Eaton 
presented  the  petition  of,  read,  and  refer 
red        -        •        -        -        -        -        • 

the  committee  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persons  engaged   against  the  Seminole 
Indians         ------ 

(See  Seminole  Indians.) 
Wilmot,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of        ... 
read  twice,  and  referred    .... 
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Wilmot,  John — continued.                                   Page. 
bill  reported  withoat  amendment      -        -  616 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  747 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  750 
Wilson,  Alexander,  and  others,  Mr.  Barbour  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  read,  and  referred  128 
Wilson,  William,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the 

memorial  of,  read,  and  referred      -        •  42 

adverse  report  made          -        -        •        -  159 

laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        -        -  167 
Wimberly,  Ezekiel,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the 

petition  of,  read,  and  referred          -        *  342 
Wing,  Moses,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  peti« 

tion  of,  read,  and  referred      ...  154 

the  committee  discharged          ...  289 
Wingfield,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Elliott  present* 

ed  the  petition  of,  read,  and  referred       -  322 
Wood,  Abiel,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  read,  and  referred   -        -        -  113 
Wood,  Joseph,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read,  and  referred       -        -        -  41 
a  bDl  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  and  read    -  102 
read  the  second  time          -        -        •        -HO 
debated,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  112 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -         -  116 
Woodward,  A.  B.,  a  letter  from,  enclosing  a 

standard  of  measure,  read,  and  referred  -  481 
the  committee  discharged  -  .  -  .  766 
Wyandott  Indians,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives granting  a  tract  of  land  to  the  773 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  •  -  -  776 
reported  -  -  -  -  ...  792 
oidered  to  the  third  reading  ...  785 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -      '  -  789 

y. 

Yandes,  Peter,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of        ...     592 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....    616 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    721 

layl  on  the  table        .....    749 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  bill  to  revive  certain  acts 

relative  to  duties  on  tonnage  and  imports      76 

on  the  petition  of  Alexander  A.  White      -     123 

on  the  bill  making  a  road  from  Memphis  to 
Little  Rock 137 

on  passing  the  bill  respecting  land  claims 
in  Missouri  and  Arkansas      ...     152 

on  filling  up  a  blank  in  the  bill  for  additional 
sloops  of  war         .....    232 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  opening 
certain  roads  in  Florida  ...    294 

on  concurrence  with  the  report  of  Ebenexer 
Oliver,  and  others.  Directors  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Land  Company  ...    308 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  -  -        -    316 

on  the  report  on  the  petition  of  Sarah  Eas- 
ton  and  Dorothy  Storer  ....     326 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  pur- 
chase of  cannon,  bombs,  &c.  -        -        -    333 

on  a  section  in  the  bill  fur  the  relief  of 
Amasa  Stetson       .....     336 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Dean  Weymouth       ....     338 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Pa^ 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  tcsd- 
luttons  proposing  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  respecting  the  election  of 
President  -  -  -  -  .  -  417 
on  amendments  to  the  General  Appropria- 
tion bill m 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  for  abolisfaiog 

Imprisonment  for  Debt  -         *         -        -    4^ 
on  the  postponement  of  said  bill  -        -    496 

on  its  recommitment  -        -         -        •    593 

on  its  indefinite  postponement  -         -        -    5^ 
on  its  passage  ...         .         .        .    50t 

on  the  bill  to  protect  the  for  trade      -     507*  7M 
on  a  resolution  for  adjournment  -        -    511 

on  the  reference  of  the  hill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  amend  the  acts  rela- 
tive to  Import  duties      -         -         -        -    5^ 

on  amendments  to  said  bill  691,  615,  655,  66^ 
702,  705,  706,  707,  708,  710,  711,  712,  713. 
714,  718,  719,  720.  724.  725,  727.  728,  7». 

730,  731,  732,  733,  735,  73S 
on  its  final  passage  -         -         -         *        -    744 
on  receding  from  the  amendments  disagreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Representatives  -     755,  75S 
on  the  postponement  of  the  bill  for  the  settle- 
ment of  pecuniary  claims         >        *        -    531 
on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill         -         >    53i 
on  its  passage  -         -  *     -         -         -         -    579 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
WUliam  Duane 53* 

on  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  surrej  of 

roads  and  can  sis  ...  565,  567,  56§ 
on  its  third  reading  -  >  -  -  >  5^ 
on  its  final  passage  -         -         >         ->         -570 

on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifi- 
cations --..-.    ^0 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  McNair         -    7tS 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bQl 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  James  -         -        -    745 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  a  register  to 

the  brig "  William"  -  -  -  -  7«I 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  D.  D. 

Tompkins 7?l 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  improve 

the  nsvigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis. 

sippi  Rivers  -  -  .  ...  755 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  J.  H.  Piatt 758 

on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  create  certain 

stock     -         -  ' 769 

on  the  bill  to  open  a  road  from  Miami  to 

Detroit 786 

Young,  Andrew,  and  others,   Mr.  Lowrie  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  respecting  the  tanif, 
read,  and  referred         -         -         .        .    306 

Young,  William  J.,  and  others,  Mr.  Findlaj 
presented  the  memorial  of,  praying  protec- 
tion  to  manufactures,  read,  and  referred    119 

Young,  Robert,  and  Richard  Bland  Lee,  judges 
of  the  orphans'  court  in  Waslungton,  Mr. 
Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  o^  read, 
and  referred  --.--.      4J 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         .        .    53S 
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.bbot,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  attended      -        -        -  .  794 
kbeel,  G.  B.    (8ee  Lenox,  James.) 

Lccommodations  for  Congress,  a  reeolntion  from 
the  Senate  for  appointing  a  committee  to 
make  inch  dietribation  of  the  rooms  in  the 
Capitol  as  baainess  may  require     -        -    825 
agreed  to»  and  the  committee  appointed     -    828 
a  report  made   >-...•  2683 
agreed  to-        -        -        -.        .        -  S684 
a  coipmittee  appointed  to  make  distribotion 

of  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  House  •        -  2684 
a  report  made   --....  2764 
read  and  concurred  in        -        •        •        •  2765 
Lccountability  of  Public  Officers.    (8oe  PubHe 
Officers.) 

Lcrounts,  a  statement  from  the  Secretary  of  War    • 
respecting  the  settlement  of,  laid  on  the 

table -     797 

a  Committee  on,  appointed        ...     799 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to  public,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditures  ...     800 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing the  act  in  relation  to        -        -        .  1757 
Ldams,  Parmenio,  of  New  York,  the  Speaker 
presented  a  memorial  of,  contesting  the 
election  of  Isaac  Wilson,  referred  -        -    804 
report  made       -       /  >        -        -        .        .     897 
the  memorial  of,  and  a  letter  of  Isaac  Wil- 
son in  full     ......    399 

a  resolution  to  allow,  to  appear  before  the 

House -     940 

the  subject  considered        -        -        -     941, 944 
is  qualified,  and  takes  his  seat   ...     945 
kdjournment,  Mr.  Allen  submitted  a  resolution 

for,  in  April,  read  and  laid  on  the  table  -  1765 

debated -2153 

consideration  refused         .        .        .        «  2345 
a  committee  appointed  to  report  what  busi- 
ness is  necessary  to  be  done  before        -  2457 
a  report  made   .......  2487 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for        -  2466 
referred     ----.-.  2470 

report  made      --..-.  2513 

debated 2649 

amended  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        .  2664 

the  House  adjourns 2770 

agriculture,  a  Committee  on,  appointed     .        .     798 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
an  increase  of  duty  on  articles  of  foreign 
growth  will  benefit        ....  1662 

a  report  in  fall 1857 

kkers,  Larkin  N.,  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieacy' 
of  placing,  on  the  pension  list        •        .  1663 
Llabama,  Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting a  Circuit  Court  for,  laid  on  the 

table 805 

amended  so  as  to  include  the  States  where 
no  circuits  are  now  held,  and  agreed  to  -    810 


Alabama — continued.  Page, 

a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 

the  sale  of  lands,  referred  ...  826 
adverse  report  laid  on  the  table  -  -  .  lOOO 
a  memoriaj  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 

purchasers  of  lands,  referred  -        •        .    826 
committee  discharged        ....  looo 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 
pre-emption  to  settlers  in  Jackson  and  De- 
catur counties,  referred  -        -        .        .    826 
adverse  report  laid  on  the  table  ...    935 

Mr.  Owen  presented  a  memorial  praying 
pre-emption  for  Bibb,  Henry,  and  Pike 
counties,  referred  -        -        .        .        .  i084 
bill  ftom  the  Senate  granting  pre-emption 

to  certain  quarter  sections  of  land  in       -  1 100 
referred    ----...  noi 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        .1 144 
a  petition  of  E.  Lewis,  praying  the  impeach- 
ment of  C.  Tail,  the  District  Judge  of,  laid 
on  the  table  -        -        •        .        .        .  X202 

Mr.  Moore  presented  a  memorial  of,  con- 
cerning relief  to  purchasers  of  public 
lands    - 1202 

the  Committee  en  the  Judiciary  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  the  revoca- 
tion of  an  ordinance  of,  in  relation  to  its 
navigable  waters   -        -.-        -        -1216 

Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  for  increas- 
ing the  salary  of  the  District  Judge  of, 

negatived 1789 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the  survey 

of  lands  in  the  southern  part  of  -  -  1616 
read  and  referred  .  -  .  .  .  i620 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1627 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .  1665 

Senate  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  certain  acts  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred 2494 

reported  without  amendment    ...  2A10 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2556 

Alabama  and  Tombigbee  rivers,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  instructed  to  inquire  re- 
specting the  exaction  of  tonnage  duties 
on  vessels  trading  wholly  on  the    •        -  1323 

Alden,  Judah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  1675 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2500 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2504 

Alezander,  Adam  R.,  of  Tennessee,  attended  -     794 

Alexander,  Mark,  of  Virginia,  attended    -        -     794 

Alexandria,  a  bill  to  co.nfer  certain  powers  on 
the   levy  court  of,  reported,    and   read 

twice 894 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        -        .  2584 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2.')86 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Common  Council  of,  praying  an  increase 
of  corporate  powers,  referred  -        -     985 

Mr.  Neale  presented  a  memorial  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  above,  referred      -        -        -1318 
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Alexandria — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  further  to  amend  the  charter  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ...        -  1959 
Mr.  Neale  presented  a  memorial  praying 
an  alteration  in  the  lawa  concerning  the 
inspection  of  flour  in,  referred        -        -  1202 
Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  similar  memorial, 

referred 1316 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  flour  in, 

reported  and  read  twice  •        .        .  2551 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2556 

Senate  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  establishing 

a  turnpike  company  in,  referred    -        •  1758 
reported  with  amendment          ...  iffno 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  1962 
Mr.  Neale  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants,  praying  retrocession  of,  re- 
ferred     2490 

Aliens,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  respecting  fees  for  the  natu- 
ralisation of 1733 

a  bill  in  relation  to,  reported  in  part,  and 
read  twice     ......  1757 

Allen  Lydia*  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  a  pension 

for 808 

Allen,  Robert,  of  Tennessee,  attended      •        -    794 
Allen,  Samuel  C,  of  Massachusetts,  attended   -     793 
Allison,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended         -     793 
Alsbury,  Thomas,  committee  instructed  to  in- 
quire respecting   compensation   to,    and 
others,  for  horses  lost  during  the  war  of 
1812 1461 

AWis,  Zachariah  C,  the  Committee  of  Claims 
directed  respecting  compensation  to,  for 
the  loss  of  a  horse  ....  1503 

Alward,  Henry,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  account  of, 
against  the  United  States      ...    843 

Amendment  to  the  Constitution,  a  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  an,  in  relation  to  an  election  of 
Representatives,  dec.      -        .        -        -801 

report  made 8JM) 

report  in  full 851 

considered 1067 

the  same  committee  report  a  joint  resolution 
for,  as  respects  the  election  of  Represen- 
tatives   866 

Mr.  Livingston  submitted  a  resolution  lor, 
in  relation  to  the  election  of  President 
and  Vice  Preaident        .        .        -        -  1179 

laid  on  the  Uble 1181 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for,  in 
relation  to  the  election  of  President,  read 

twice 1292 

Mr.  Abbot  submitted  a  resolution  for,  in  re- 
lation to  persons  of  color,  read  twice        -  1399 
Arcber,  William  S.,  of  Virginia,  attended  .    794 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals 1233 

Arkansas,  Mr.  Conway  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  an  appro- 
priation for  the  extinguishment  of  the 
Quapau  title  in,  referred        ...    803 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  memorial 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War    -        -    826 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  read  and  refer- 
red         1023 


no 


638 


Arkansas — continued.  Pifr. 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  extinguidi- 

ing  said  title  reported,  and  read  twice  -  1064 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  -  -  2SQ& 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       •  SfiM 

Mr.  Conway  presented  a  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of,  praying  a  list  of  aulitaiy 

bounty  lands  in,  referred 
a  bill  to  furnish  said  list  reported  and  read 
read  the  third  time,  and  paeead 
a  memorial  of  the  Legisiatore  praying  q«a^ 

ter  sections  of  land  to  Hempeted,  MiUcr, 

and  Crawford  counties,  reierred    - 
a  bill   granting  to,  pre-enp4ioii  to  eertaia 

quarter  sections  of  land,   reporied  aad 

read  twice  -  -  -  -  .  -  g76 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  347) 
Mr.  Conway  presented  the  petxtion  of  the 

Legislature  of,  praying  a  aepnrate  Snrrey- 

or  General  for,  referred  ->        .       •   649 

Senate   bill    for   the    adjostment  of  bad 

claims  in,  derived  from  France  and  Spsia  1333 
read  twice,  and  referred  .  -  -  .  130 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  1657 
laid  on  the  table  -  -  •  -  -  3713 
Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  reaolntion  calliag 

for  information  in  relation  to  the  wcstera 

boundsry  of  -  -  .  .  .  •  14M 
agreed  to  .--.--  I4?l 

a  message  and  report  in  reply  laid  on  tbe  table  1631 
Senate  bill  fixing  the  western  boondary  of  S68S 
read  twice  and  referred  •  .  .  .  3TII 
reported  without  amendment    -        -       -8708 

debated 3757 

final  passage  negatived  -  <-  .  •  3736 
the  vote  reconsidered  ... 

the  bill  passed  ..... 
a  message  from  the  President  respectiiig 

James  Miller,  Governor  of,  referred 
a  bill  confirming  certain  acts  of  the  Govern 

or  of,  reported,  and  read  twice 
Senate  bill  for  the  same  purpose 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading  303S 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  •  t6^ 
a  bill  changing  the  mode  of  surveying  lasdd 

on  any  river,  bayou,  or  water-course  in, 

reported  and  read  twice  -        -       -  ISO? 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  347) 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       *  3469 

amendments  received  and  concurred  in     -  *7i^ 

Armory,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
with  a  sUtement  of  expenditures  for  the 
nstional,  and  of  the  arms  made  therein, 

laid  on  the  table \^ 

Mr.  Reynolds  submitted  a  resolution  calliag 
for  information  in  relation  to  a  aite  for  a 
National,  on  the  Westera  waters  -       •  1^ 

agreed  to 1^^ 

report  in  reply          ....       -  2397 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  instructed 
to  inquire  respecting  a  National,  <m  the 
Western  waters Sfcl 

Arms,  Lemuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o£,  rqwrted 

and  read  twice  -  -  -  •  •  1315 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  -  -  ^^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       -^ 

Arms,  ammunition,  dec.,  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  sales  of  -       -  ^ 
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rins,  ammunition,  Ac — continaed.  Page, 
a  bill  to  aQihortze  the  tale  of  unaerviceabie, 
reported,  and  read  twice  ...  1757 
rmy,  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in- 
Btructed  to  inqoire  into  the  eipediency  of 
changing  the  mode  of  payment  to  the  of- 
ficers of  the  -  1164 

Mr.  Floyd  sabmitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  the  pay,  dbc., 

of  officers  of  the 1762 

agreed  to 1763 

message  and  report  in  reply,  referred         -  2394 
Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  reaolution  calling 
for  information  in  relation  to  the  brevet 

officera  of  the 1762 

agreed  to 1763 

message  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table    -        •  2596 
rmy  Roles  and  Regulations,  Mr.  Floyd  sub* 
mitted  a  resolution  calling  for  information 
respecting  ihe,  compiled  by  Gen.  Bcott  •  1470 
modified  and  agreed  to      -        -        •        -  1486 
a  message  and  report  in  reply,  laid  on  the 

Uble 1620 

referred    ---..-        -.1733 
raenal,  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of 
erecting  a  National,  oo  the  Alabama,  or 

Tombigbee  river 1894 

teet,  Joseph,  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  instraeted  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pedient of  placing,  on  the  pension  list  -  1680 
netioii  Sales,  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  impoaing  duty  on  -  -  -  -  830 
Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a  memorial  from 

New  York  praying  duty  on   -        -        -     931 
a  bill  laying  a  duty  on,  of  merchandise,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    .        .        •        •  1398 

B. 

ibbitt,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....     836 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -    891 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    895 
icot,  Thomas  W.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     ....    843 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .        .        -     850 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    876 
g^ar.  Captain  James,  adverse  report  made  on 
the  petition  of  Indiana  in  behalf  of  a  com- 
pany of  rangers  under,  laid  on  the  table  1163 
iley,  John,  of  Massachusetts^  attended  -        -    793 
election  of,  contested         ....    807 
speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  in  his  case  -        ...  1793 
(See  Contested  Eleetion.) 
dances,  a  report  from  the  First  Comptroller 

respecting  Treasury,  laid  on  the  table    -    829 
atatements  of,  from  the  Third  Auditor,  laid 

on  the  table 914 

statements  of,  due  more  than  three  years, 

laid  on  the  Uble    .        .        -        -    943,  2606 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ing, due  to  collectors  of  the  internal  rev- 
enue    -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1080 

a  statement  of,  due  by  Receivers  of  Public 
Money,  laid  on  the  table        -        -        -  2616 
Idwin ,  Thomas,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  memorial  of,  laid  on  the  table  1681 


Page. 
Baliie.     (See  Louisiana,) 
Ball,  William  Lee,  of  Virginia,  attended  -        -     794 

the  announcement  of  the  death  of  •  •  1731 
Baltimore,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  on  sundry  memorials  of  merchants 
and  others  of,  praying  compensatioii  for 
certain  damages,  laid  on  the  table  -  •  2596 
Bankruptcy,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
an  uniform  system  of    •        -        •        -     815 

the  committee  report  it  inexpedient  -        -    895 

report  laid  on  the  table      ....    896 

a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  New  York  praying  an  uniform 
system  of,  laid  on  the  table    -        .        -    911 

Mr.  Breck  presented  a  similiar  one  from 
Philadelphia,  laid  on  the  table        -        -     931 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  similar  one  from  Bal- 
timore, laid  on  the  table        ...    985 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  a  resolution  to  es- 
tablish an  uniform  system  of-        -        -  2762 

laid  on  the  table        .....  2763 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Poinsett  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  sundry  banking 
institutions,  in  relation  to  bills  of  the,  re- 
ferred     836 

Mr.  Storrs  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  statements  of  the  affairs  of  the  -        -  1526 

agreed  to-------  1551 

communication  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table  1593 

Mr.  Cambreleng  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for  a  report  at  the  next  session  of 
the  rate  of  interest  at  which  the,  will  con- 
tinue the  United  States  loan  -        -     .  -  2698 

agreed  to-        -        -      .-        -        -        -2711 

Banks,  copies  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the,  in 
which  public  money  is  deposited,  laid  on 

the  table 1873 

Barber,  Noyes,  of  Connecticut,  attended  -        -    793 

Barbour,  John  8.,  of  Virginia,  attended    -        -    794 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  canals 1324 

testimony  of,  in  the  ease  of  Ninian  Edwards  2836 

Barbour,  Philip  P.,  of  Virginia,  attended  •  -  794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 
and  canals  .....  999, 
speech  of,  on  the  same  .... 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  1679,  1692, 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  ... 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  r^liof  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins    ..... 

Bartlett,  Ichabod,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  sending  an  Agent  to  Greece 
on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards    - 
Bartlett,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  John 
Steams,  Nathaniel  Carver,  and  others, 
reported  and  read  twice  -        -        .        . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        • 
Bartley,  Mordecai,  of  Ohio,  attended 
Bascom,  Henry  B.,  elected  Chaplain 
Bassett,  Borwell,  of  Virginia,  attended     - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  improving  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi  rivers    ... 
Baton  Rouge,  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
instructed  to  inquire  respecting  the  ex- 
change of  certain  land  in        ...  1894 
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Baton  Rouge — contioucd.  Page, 

a  bill  authorizing  the  exchange  of  aaid  land 

reported  and  read  twice  .        .        -  3490 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        •  2495 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  relin- 
quishing a  certain  tract  of  land  to  West 

Baton  Rouge 3396 

a  bill  for  that  purpose  reported,  and  read 
twice     ----.--  2551 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        -  2695 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  3699 
Battdin,  Nicholas  8.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 

Joseph  Chastang,  read  twice  and  referred  1292 
adverse  report  made  -----  1460 

the  bill  recommitted  -        .        .        •        -  1750 
another  adverse  report  made      -        .        •  1913 
Baylies,  Francis,  of  Massachusetts,  attended     •    79S 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  to 

send  an  Agent  to  Greece        -        -        •  1139 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        *        -  1690 
speech  of,  on  the  same      ...        -  1859 
Beard,  David,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice     ------  1774 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  3504 
Beaulieu,  Lewis  Joseph  de,  Mr.  Forsyth   pre« 

sented  the  petition  of^  referred        -        -    803 

Beaumarchais  Claim,  the  correspondence  in  rela- 
tion to  the,  referred  to  a  select  committee    8d0 
the  report  made  in  full      ....  1530 
considered         -        -        .        .        .  3507, 3588 

laid  on  the  table 3597 

the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  Ame- 
lia Eugenia  de  la  Rue,  heiress  of  M.  de 
Beaumarchais       -----  3468 
Mr.  Tucker  submitted  a  resolution  to  refer 

said  petition  to  the  President  -        -        -2630 
Mr.  McDuffie  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
on  the  President  to  obtain  and  communi- 
cate further  evidence  in  relation  to  the, 
negatived      - 3762 

Beauregard,  Gabrielle  Emilie  de,  Mr.  Forsyth 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  •        -    800 
Beecher,  Philemon,  of  Ohio,  attended       -        -     794 
Belt,  Benjamin  M.    (See  LangUy,  Htzekiah.) 
Bennett,  Joshua,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  .  .  .  •  .  1343 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2497 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2500 

Bermuda  Hundred  and  City  Point,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  district«of,  respecting  vessels  -  1324 
Biddle,  John.    (See  Contested  Election.) 
Blagrove,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  -  -  ...  -  1001 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  3489 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -2491 

Blair,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended        -        •     794 
Blean,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  1873 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  3504 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  *        -        .  3506 
Books,  Maps,  dec,  Mr.  Carter  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  a  duty  on,  negatived     -    815 
Mr.  Sharpe  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
bookbinders  and  others  praying  an  in- 
crease of  dutf  on  -        -        -        •        «  1808 


P«r 
Boston,  Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  from, 

in  relation  to  the  islands  around  the  har- 
bor of,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  -        -        -         >         -        -  IU7 
said  committee  discharged,  and  the  meme- 
rial  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Coai- 
merce  -----..  15$^ 

Bounty  Lands,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  amending  the  laws  in  relation  to    m 
Bowdoinham.     {9ee  Ports  of  Delivery.^ 
Boyd,  Joseph  C,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  of  ...         -         -        -    944 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         -        •    9§; 
reported  without  amendment    -         -        -  1S3S 
orJered  to  the  third  reading      ...  tse: 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .        -  ^k 
Brace,  Stephen,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported, 

and  read  twice      ......  1291 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  t\9^ 
•  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .         .  ti/3$ 
Bradford,  Charles,  a  bill  for  the  relief  oi,  re- 
ported, and  read  twice  >        -         .        .  1479 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       •         .         .  2497 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasevd  ...  tz06 
Bradley,  William  C,  of  Vermont,  attended       -    793 
Brandy  wine  Shoal.     (See  LigklhouMcs.) 
Breck,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended         -    7S3 
remarks  of,  on   his  resolution    calliog  far 
information    respecting  commerce    with 
Greece  .         -         -         .      870,  801. 872 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        -        -  173% 

Brent,  William  L.,  of  Louisiana,  attended        -    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  1515,  1521,  154J. 

1565.  1590,  ]6i: 
remarks  of,  upon  a  report  in  relation  to  a 
sale  of  lots  in  Washington  City    -        .  S6I: 
Brooke,  George,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed  to  inquire    respocting    certain 
compensation  to    -        -        -        -        -  lli^ 

Brooks,  James,  Jehu  and  Nathaniel,  a  bill  lor 
the  relief  of,  or  their  heira,  reported  and 

read  twice 241^ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  25\)£ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2^T 

Bronson,  Alvin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       -        .         -         -        .    94J 

debated 24«f 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  34§f'- 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  S48€ 

Brotherton,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported, and  read  twice  -        -         -        -  S.^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  S509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  2510 
Brown,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        -    79? 
Brown,  Ssmuel,  a  bill  to  issue  letters  patent  to, 

reported  and  read  twice         -         -        -100^ 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  1479 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -1471 
Brush,  Elijah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .        -         •        -        -  1393 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  S49^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -  ^^ 

Buchanan,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -    7^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  costs  io 

patent  cases 931^ 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  erect  a  raon- 
ument  to  Washington    -        -  1044, 1^' 
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iuchanan,  James — continued.  Page, 

remarks  of»  on  the  Tariff  bill   1546,  1547,  1665, 

1590,  1678,  1696,  1709,  1792 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -        -  1888,  2258 

remarks  of,  on  the  hill  for  improving  the 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers    -        .        •  2583 

on  the  resolalion  for  adjournment     «        -  2651 

{uck,  Daniel  A.  A.,  of  Vermont^  attended      -     793 

iuckner,  Richard  A.,  of  Kentucky,  attended    -    794 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  survey  of  roads 

and  canals    ......  \2^\ 

lurch,  Benjamin,  appointed  8ergeant-at-Arms     796 
lurch's  Digest  of  Laws,  the  Clerk  directed  to 

procure  fifty  copies  of    .        •        •        -2710 
iurleigh,  William,  of  Maine,  attended     -        -     798 
lurns,  Malachi,  a  bill  for  the  Telief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      .....  1292 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2496 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        •  2500 
lurton,  George,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of,  referred    -         -     876 
iurton,  Hutchins  G.,   of  North  Carolina,  at- 
tended   797 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    ...  1660 

0. 

:ady,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  attended  -        .     793 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 974 

;al],  Richard  K.,  of  Florida,  attended       -        •     798 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  opening  eeraun 
roads  in  Florida    ....     926,  927 

on  the  bill  for  a  canal  to  connect  the  Wa* 
ba«h  and  Miami  rivers  -  -  2585 

/alvert  County.     (See  Maryland*) 
Campbell,  John  W.,  of  Ohio,  attended     -         •    794 

remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 
election  ......  Xg40 

yampbell,  Robert,  of  South  Carolina,  attended     794 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      ...  1676 
yambreleng,  Churchill  C,  of  New  York,  at- 
tended - 793 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins      -        -        -        •818 

on  Mr.  Brock's  resolution  in  relation  to  com- 
merce with  Greece         -        -        -871, 872 

on  the  bill  for  pensions  to  widows  and  or- 
phans  -.-....    881 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        -  1620, 1747 

speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  1566 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  exchange  certain 

•lock 2705 

/anal,  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
opening  a,  between  the  Tennesaee  and 
Coota  rivers  ......    812 

report  made  and  laid  on  the  table      -        -  2630 

a  petition  from  Florida  praying  aid  to  open 
a,  between  St.  Augustine  and  St.  John's, 
referred         ......  i9M 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  opening  of  said,  re- 
ported, and  read  twice  -        -        .        -2171 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2602 

a  bill  to  open  a,  from  the  Wabash  to  the 
Miami,  reported    .....    829 

memorials  from  the  Legislature  of  Indiana 
praying  the  opening  of  said,  committed  to 
Committeeof  the  Whole       -        -1083,1318 

the  bill  under  consideration       -  2584, 2600,2608 


Canal — continued.  Page, 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading         -        -  2604 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2606 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  in- 
atructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
opening  a,  to  connect  the  Illinois  river 
with  Lake  Michigan       -        -        -        -  1914 
a  bill  for  opening  a,  around  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio  river  near  Louisville,  reported,  and 
read  twice 1961 

Cannon,  Muskets,  dec,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a 
resolution  calling  for  information  in  rela- 
tion to  con  tracts  for        ....  836 

debated 844 

adopted     - 846 

report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table        -        -  939 

referred  to  a  select  committee  -  -  -  944 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  re- 

specting,  referred  .....  969 
Senate  bill  fbr  the  gradual  supply  of,  for  for- 
tifications        1766 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1769 

reported  without  amendment    ...  2236 

Cape  Henlopen.     (See  Lighthouses.) 
Capillano.     (See  Waahington.) 
Capitol,  a  committee  appointed  to  devise  regu- 
lations for  the  police  of  the    ...  1488 
report  made,   read  twice,  and  laid  on  the 

Uble 1702 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  •  .  •  2556 
considered         ......  2575 

laid  on  the  table 2576 

report  on  a  statement  of  William  Lambert 
in  relation  to  the  longitude  of  the,  laid  on 

the  table 1661 

a  resolution  to  dispose  of  the  building  south 

of  the,  referred 2682 

the  execution  of  said  resolution  suspended 
until  next  session  .....  2708 
(See  Accommodaiions.) 

Carr,  Thomas,  tho  petition  of,  referred      -        -    814 
documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of,  re- 
ferred     826 

(See  Donnelson,  John.) 

Carroll,  Daniel,  of  Duddington,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  oi^  and  others,  reported  and  read 

twice    - 848 

the  third  reading  negatived  ....  957 
the  vote  reconsidered,  and  the  bill  recom* 

mitted 960 

reported  without  amendment  ...  1680 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2504 

Carter,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended        *    797 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        •        -  2154 
Carter,  John  K.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  .....  2499 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2506 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2507 

Carver,  Jonathan,  Mr.  Fuller  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  Joeeph  Stroud  and  wife,  praying 
that  a  petitipn  heretofore  presented  by  the 
pretended  heirs  of,  be  disposed  of  -        -1618 
referred 1619 

Carver,  Nathaniel.     (See  Barileit,  WUUam.) 

Cary,  George,  of  Georgia,  attended  -        -    794 

remarks  of,  on   M/.  Buchanan's  resolution 
to  erect  a  monument  to  Waahington      •  1046 
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Gary,  George—continued.  Page. 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Webeier*8  reeoluUon  in 
relation  to  an  Agent  for  Greece    - 
Case*  Loudon,  a  bill  for  ttie  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased 

Caasedy,  George,  of  New  Jersey,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        ... 

Castine,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have 
imported  goods  into,  reported  and  read 

twice 1042 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -        .  2548 

Castle  Clinton,  Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  City  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing that,  and  the  ground,  dec  belonging 
thereto,  be  reconveyed  to  New  York,  re- 
ferred  -        - 832 

report  made,  and  laid  on  the  table     -        -    959 

Chandler,  Walter  8.,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief 
of,  and  Samuel  Ward,  read  twice,  and 

referred 1529 

adverse  report  made 1914 

laid  on  the  table 2509 

Chaplain,  Henry  B.  Bascom  ele<Aed         -        -    805 
a  message  from  the  Senate  informing  the 
HouM  of  the  election  of  Wm.  Staughton     825 

Chapman,  Thomas,  the  committee  discharged 
from  the  petition  of  the  executors  of,  and 
the  petition  laid  on  the  table  ...  10G4 

Charleston,  Senate  bill  for  the  survey  of  the  har- 
bor of,  St.  Mary's  and  the  coast  of  Florida  2622 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  «.  •  2630 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  2648 
reported  without  amendment  -  •  -  2710 
paased -  2765 

Charpentrie,  Francois.     (See  MyoUe,  Jaequet.) 
Cbastang,  Joseph.     (See  Baudirif  Nicholas.) 
Cherokee  Indians,  Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  nn  act  explanatory 
of  the  treaty  with  the,  read  and  laid  on 

the  table 1324 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  extinguishing  reservations  granted  to 
certain  ..----  1869 

Mr.  Forsyth  aubmitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  negotiations  by 
General  Jackson  with  the,  in  relation  to 

cession  of  lands 2212 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -  2237 

report  in  reply 2397 

the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  John 
Rosa  and  other  delegates  from  the,  re- 
ferred    2395 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
Hemphill  presented  the  memorial  of  the, 
referred         ......    848 

a  bill  authorixing  the  aubacription  of  atock 
in  the,  reported  and  read  twice      -        -  1503 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  so  much  of  the 
President's  Message  as  relates  io  the, 
reforred 800 

Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  to  de- 
vote the  proceeds  of  sales  of  tola  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  the    -        •        -  1789 


91S 


2431 


9» 
91) 


7P4 


Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal — eontianed.  Pigt 

Mr.  Little  submitted  a  reaolotioo  for  the 
employment  of  a  part  of  the  EngiDeer 
Corps  in  surveying  the  ground  for  the    - 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

a  letter  from  William  H.  Jones  with  dri- 
ver's map  of  the  country  through  vrhidi 
the,  shall  pass,  r^fcrrtd  .        •         .        - 

Mr.  Kent  presented  an  act  of  the  State  ef 

Maryland,   incorporating   the    company, 

referred         -----. 

Chitwood,  Sarah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .        _         •         .        . 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Claims,  Committee  of,  appointed  •        -    79: 

Clarke,  Archibald,  a  hill  lor  the  ralief  oi^  report- 
ed and  read  twice  .....  3|Q 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased 

Clarke,  M.  St  Clair,  appointed   Clerk  of  the 

House  - T» 

Clark,  Lot,  of  New  York,  attended  -         .        .    ts: 
remarks  of,  on  the  New  York  contested 

election 954,  95« 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bUl    -  2173,  tUk 

Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  attended 

elected  Speaker        ..... 
remarks  of,  on  taking  the  Chair 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins, 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Perry 
on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads  and  canals 
speech  of,  on  the  same      .... 
remarks  of*    in   reply   to  Mr.    Randolph's 

speech  on  said  bill  -        -        -        -  1311 

on  a  reaolution  respecting  aid  to  the  Greeks  1 113. 

ll!4 

Speech  of,  on  the  same       -        -        -        -  \\1^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill,  1481, 14^  MM 

1547,  1559,  1672,  1691,  1700,  1896,  1903 

speech  of,  on  the  same      ....  19S: 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  create  stock  for  the 

Florida  Treaty  Awards  -        -  2553,  S5U 

on  the  Occupying  Claimant  Law  of  Keo- 

tucky    •        -        -         .         -  2618,  ^JS» 

on  suspending  his  resolution  in  relation  to 
certain  designs  upon  the  Spanish  provinces  37(3 
Cleftan,  William,  a  committee  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  compensa- 
ting, for  certain  losses     -         .        -        -SIT* 
Clerk  of  the  Honse,  M.Su  Clair  Clarke  appointed    7^ 
Clerks,  a  bill  to  employ  additional,  in  the  set- 

eral  Denartmenta,  reported  and  read  twice  178^ 
considered         -..-..  S6S5 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  3^ 

amendments  received         ....  f759 

concurred  in     -----       -  *»*^ 

an  order  to  pay  the  engroaang,  certain  com- 
pensation     ...        ...  ST* 

Cleveland,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    .         .        .       •  Stl« 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -       -  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased        -       •  ^^ 
Cobb,  Thomas  W.,  of  Georgia,  attended  -       •   "^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  pen«ioBs  to 

widows  and  orphans  -  -  -  BSO.  ^ 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Perry  -  ^* 
on  the  Tariff  bill »^ 
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Cocke,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended        -        -    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 

iel  D.  Tompkins    ....     817,  820 
on  the  Appropriation  bill,  1782,  1783,  1785,  1786 
on  a  report  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  public 
lots  in  the  City  of  Washington        2608,  2615 

Cocke,  William,  u  bill  to  compensate,  for  cer* 

tain  services,  reported  and  read  twice     -  2258 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2505 
read  the  thinl  time,  and  passed          -        -  2506 
Collins,  Ela,  of  New  York,  attended        -        -  793 
Collins,  Johanna,  Mr.  Parrel ly  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  praying  a  divorce,  referred       -  1428 
adverse  leport  made  and  concurred  in        .  1460 
Collins,  Thomas,  the  committee  on  the  petition 
of,  discharged,  and  the  petition  laid  on 

the  table        - 1792 

Collier,  Charles  M.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice   -        -        -        -  814 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  884 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -  837 

Collier,  Isaae,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported, 

and  read  twice      .....    9S9 

ordered  to  the  third  reading         -        -        -2481 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2487 

Colored  persons.    (See  Amendment.) 
Columbia  river,  a  select  committee  appointed  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  occupying    890 
report  made      ......  2345 

copy  of  the  report  in  full  -        -        -        -  2345 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  of,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  ....  1084 

Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  calling  on 
the  President  for  an  estimate  of  expenses 
for  transporting  troops  to  the  mouih  of  -  1178 
modified  and  adopted        ....  1203 

a  message  in  reply 1622 

referred 1623 

Columbian  College,  Mr.  Kent  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  tru»lees  of,  referred   -        -   1428 
the  committee  discharged  ....  1733 

Columbian  Institute,  Mr.  Campbell  preaealed  a 
memorial  of  the,  praying  a  lot  of  ground 
for  a  botanical  garden,  referred      >        -  1429 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the,  reported  and 

read  twice  -----.  1661 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2504 

Colambus,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  George  0. 
Barrell  presenting  a  portrait  of,  referred  -     915 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  providing 
a  place  of  deposite  for  the  portrait  of,  and 
directing  the  distribution  of  certain  oopiea 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  read 
twice    -•-.---  2708 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -  2711 

Commerce,  appointment  of  the  Committee  on  -    797 
ao  much  uf  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  the  above  committee     790 
the  Committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency    of  regulating,    among  the 
States,  agreed  to 801 

C^ommerce  and  Navigation,  a  statement  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  showing  the, 
for  one  year,  laid  on  the  table        -        -  1487 
additional  copies  ordered  to  be  printed       -  1808 


Page. 
Commercial  Regulations,   a  message  from  the 
President,  transmitting  a  digest  of  the,  of 
foreign  countries,  laid  on  the  table  -  1320 

message  in  addition  ....  2758 

Condict,  Lewis,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  -     793 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    -        -        .  2388 
Congressional  Burial  Ground,  Senate  bill  for 

enclosing  the 2396 

read  twice,  ajid  referred    ....  2431 
reported  without  amendment    .        -        -2  471 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        •        .  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -  2510 
Conner,  Henry,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     -    794 
Conner,   William,   the   Committee  on    Public 
Lands  instructed  to  inquire  in  relation  to 
certain  land  for      -        -        •        -        •  1215 
the  committee  diicharged  ...  18O8 

Contested  Elections,  the  Speaker  presented  the 
petition  of  Parmenio  Adams,  contesting 
the  election   of  Isaac  Wilson,   of  New 

York,  referred 80^ 

sundry  documents  in  relation  to  the  same, 

referred SV^ 

the  report  in  full       .....      ^^1 
a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  P.  Adams,  and  a 

letter  from  J.  Wilson  ...  899,  ^^0 
a  resolution  to  permit  Mr.  Adams  to  appear  ^^  ^q 
the  subject  considered       -        -        •     941,    ?>^4 

P.  Adams  qualified ^-45 

Mr.  Scott  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Biddle,  contesting  the  election  of  Gabriel 
Richard,  of  Michigan,  referred        -        '     ^M4 
report  in  ftiU    ......  lOO/ 

leave  given  J.  Biddle  to  withdraw  his  papers  13  i  d 
a  memorial  from  A.  H.   Powell,  contesting 
the  election  of  Jared  Williams,  of  Vir- 
ginia, referred        .....     829 

documents  relating  to  the  same,  referred    •     833 
report  made,  and  leave  given  the  petitioner 
to  withdraw  his  papers  ....     959 

a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Norfolk, 
Massachusetts,  contesting  the  election  of 
John  Bailey,  referred      ....    807 

report  made      ..--..     887 

the  report  in  full 1694 

considered         -        -        -          1793,  1809,  1832 
decided  that  John  Bailey  is  not  entitled  to  a 
seat 1856 

Contingent  Fund,  fourstatements  of  expenditures 
from  the,  of  the  two  Houses,  laid  on  the 

table 797 

abstract  of  expenditures  from  the,  for  the 
Navy,  laid  on  the  table  ...        -     943 
Conway,  Henry  W.,  of  Arkansas,  attended      -     794 
Cook,  Daniel  P.,  of  Illinois,  attended,        -        -     794 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  the 

adjustment  of  land  claims     873,  883,  884,  886 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  for 
•  sending  an  agent  to  Greece    ...  1145 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      ...  1545 
on  the  Appropriation  bill  .         .  1784,  1785 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  Supreme  Court  -  2646 
on  the  resolution  for  adjournment       2650,  2658 

2662 
the  testimony  of,  in  the  case  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards     2829 

Cooper,  David,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  1763 
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Cooper,  David— continued.  P*S«**| 

bUl  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        -  2500 

*        read  the  third  time,  and  paused  -        -        -  2504 
Cordage,  Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  the  petition 
of  certain  manufacturers  of,  against  an 
increase  of  duty  on  foreign  hemp    •        -    846 
Cotheal,  Henry,  and  David,  and  David  8.  Hal- 
let,  the  committee  discharged  from  the 
petitions  of    -----        •  1043 
Cotton  Goods,  Mr.  Storrs  presented  the  petition 

of  certain  manufacturers  of,  referred        -     807 
Mr.   Eddy   presented  a   similar  one   from 

Rhode  Island 985 

Coxe,  Daniel  W.,  agent  for  the  Marquis  de  Mai- 
son  Rouge,  Mr.  Brent  presented  a  memo- 
rial from,  praying  confirmation  of  a  tract 
of  land,  laid  on  the  table        ...     846 

referred 850 

the  committee  discharged  ....    940 
leave  given  to  withdraw  his  papers     -        -  1100 
Counterfeiting,  the   Committee  on   Commerce 
and  Manufactures  instructed  to  provide 
against,  mafka  or  names  used  by  manu- 
facturers       -.--.- 
Courts  of  the  United  States.     (See  Judiciary,) 
Crafts,  Samuel  C,  of  Vermont,  attended  - 
Craig,  Lewis.     (See  TkomaSt  Philemon.) 
Craig,  Hector,  of  New  York,  attended 
Creek  Indians,  instructions  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  respecting  compensa- 
tion to  friendly      ..... 
adverse  report  made  ..... 

Crimea,  a  bill  for  the  more  efTectual  punishment 
of,  reported  and  read  twice    ... 

pasaed      ....... 

Senate  bill  for  the  punishment  of  certain, 
committed  in  navy  yarda,  forta,  &c. 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

Crowninshield,  Benjamin  W.,  of  Massachusetts, 

attended        ---..- 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  granting  pensions  to 

widows  and  orphans      ... 
on  the  Tariff  bill        .        .        .  1895,1898 

Croix,  Dusseau  de  la,  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims  directed  to  report  on  the 
claim  of,  to  certain  lots  ....  S491 

Culpeper,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     -    794 
remarks  of,  on  resolution  for  adjournment  •  2649 
Cumberland  Road,  so  much  of  the  President's 

Message  as  relates  to  the,  referred  .        -    800 

report  in  full 2566 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  ofextending  the,  from  Wheel- 
ing to  Zanesville 805 

a  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the,  reported 

and  read  twice 844 

a  bill  for  the  preservation  and  repair  of,  re- 
ported and  read     .....     832 
a  motion  respecting  a  more  eligible  route 

submitted  and  negatived        ...     847 
Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  as  to  the  application  of 
money  appropriated  for  the    -        -        -  2669 

agreed  to 2675 

report  in  reply  --.---  2704 
Currency,  the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of 
Thomaa  Law  and  others,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  national  paper,  referred  2396 


816 


.  703 


-  793 


1681 
2152 

1214 
2765 

2665 
2675 
2698 

793 


-     880 


P19. 

Cushman,  Joshua,  of  Maine,  attended      -      -   733 
remarks  of,  on  the  General  Approprittioo 

bill m7,17?3 

Cuthbert,  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  attended      •      •  714 
remarka   of,  on   Mr.  Webster's  resolntion 
for  sending  an  agent  to  Greece         1165,1177 

on  the  Tariflf  bill XM 

OD  the  address  of  Ntnian  Edwards     -      •  S474 

D. 

Dale,  Charles  A.    (See  FuUon^  Robert,) 
Dauphin   Island,  the   Committee    on   Military 
Affairs  inatrueted  to  report  respeetiog  tiie 
works  on        -        -        -         -        -       •  8I; 
Mr.  Hamilton  submitted   a  reeolatioa  re- 
apecting  the  works  on    -         -        -       •  Tn 
Dauterive,  Marigny,  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed  to  inquire  reapeeting  payment  to. 
for  certain  supplies         -         -        .       •  laS 
Davidson,  William.     (See  Wkite^  Jouph  M,) 
Day,  Rowland,  of  New  York,  attended     -       •  713 
Debt,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  im> 

prisoned  for  -  -  -  -  .  .  ^ 
read  the  first  time  -  -  -  .  .  ^ 
read  the  aecond  time,  and  referred  -  •  ^' 
reported  with  amendments  -        .       .  961 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        •        .       -  f ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  -        .       .  §77 
Senate  bill   supplementary  to   the  act  for 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for,  read 
twice  and  referred  -         -        .       -  SIT^ 

reported  without  amendment     -        -      -2317 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       •  3334 

Deelaration  of  Independence,  a  letter  (rom  tht 
Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to  two  hun- 
dred fac  simile  copies  of  the,  referred        915 
joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  di»- 

tribution  of  said  copies  read  twice  -  -  370$ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       •  ^'^^ 

Delaware  and    Chesapeake   Canal    Compaaj. 

(See  Chesapeake^  ifc.) 
Denny,    Penelope,    the  mother  of  Lieoteneat 

Denny,  the  petition  of,  referred      -      *  ^ 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -      •  S4$ 

poatponed  -         -        -         -        -       .  838 

the  third  reading  negatived        •        -       -  2^ 

Desobry,  Benjamin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  ra- 

ported  and  read  twice  >  -  .  .  la&l 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  '*^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  -  ^ 

Detroit,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Chareh  of  St. 
Anne,  to  extend  Larned  street  is,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        .      -  I@64 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -      -  '^^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .      •  S491 
Dill,  filiaa.    (See  St,  Ciair,  General  Arthur,) 
Diplomatic  Intercourse,  the  Committee  of  Wsji 
and  Means  instructed  to  inquire  Rspecl- 
ing  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  ap- 
propriations for      -        -        -        -       •  1^^ 
Distillers,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain,  reporteil 

and  read  twice       -        -         -        .       •  5i5 

debated     - *'J 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        .       -  9k 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -       '  ^^* 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain,  reported  and 

read  twice "  |^ 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -       *  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased       -      *  ^^ 
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stilled  Spirits,  Mr.  Condict  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey, 
praying  an  excise  dnty  on  domestic,  re- 
ferred -----..  801 
Mr.  Bartlett  submitted  a  resolution  fur  t  tax 
upon  domestic,  negatived       -        -        -  2313 

strict  Judges,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  acts  respecting  the  sala- 
ries of-        -        -        -        -        -        -    812 

the  said  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  exi- 
gency arising  from  the  death  or  disability 
of 815 

strict  of  Columbia,  the  Committee  for  the,  ap^ 

pointed  ---..-    798 

the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding arms  for  the  militia  of  the    -        -    811 

bill  to  regulate  fees  for  the  Registers  of  the 
Orphans'  Court  in  the,  reported  and  read 
twice    -        -  -        -        -        -  1001 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        -  2606 

Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of  certain 
inhabitants  of  the,  respecting  a  change  in 
the  form  of  government  for  the,  referred  1202 

a  bill  t«  provide  for  the  government  of  the, 
read  twice 1676 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  remonstrance  from  cer- 
tain innabitants  of  Washington  against 
the  bill 1756 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
Alexandria    ------  1756 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  similar  one  from  the 
Levy  Court  of  Alextodria      ...  1756 

Mr.  Ross  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
a  delegate  from  the,  to  represent  the  same 
in  Congress  ------  1504 

laid  on  the  Ubie 1506 

a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, with  a  report  of  incorporated  lands 
in  the,  laid  on  the  tabia  .        -        -        •  1620 
Senate  bill  for  altering  the  timet  of  holding 

courts  in  the 2001 

read  twice 2026 

referred 2099 

reported  with  amendments        .        .        -  2551 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -  2556 
Senate  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Turnpike  Company  in  the, 
read  twice  and  referred  -        -        -        -  2491 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  2698 
the  Committee  en  the  Judiciary  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
an  act  of  Maryland  respecting  protested 
billsof  exchange  in  the  -        -        •        -2506 

live,  Lewif  and  others,  an  adverse  report  on 

the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table      -        -  2541 

n  nelson,  John,  Stephen  Heard,  and  others,  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 
and  read  twice       .        -        -        -        -  1100 

I  considered 2490,2493 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        -        .  2493 

,  rejected     -         -         -         -    .     -         -        •  2495 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heira  of       -  2622 

]  read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  2630 

ISth  Con.  1st  SEsa^^D 
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bill  reported  with  an  amendment  inserting 

the  name  of  Thomas  Carr         -        -        2675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  2682 
Doorkeepers,  p.  Burch  and  J.  O.  Dunn  appointed    790 
Drawbacks,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing,  on  goods  imported  into  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore  -  1529 

Duane,  William,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice  and  referred  ....  2464 

reported  without  amendment     •        -        .  2480 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2556 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  2575 
Dubord,  Anna,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of        -  2622 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  2630 
Duck  and  Cotton  Bagging,  Mr.  Cossedy  present- 
ed the  petition  of  certain  manufacturers 
of,  referred    ---.-.    875 

Duncan,  Jonas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  -  -  -  -  -1551 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2498 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  2500 

Duncan,  Matthew,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  instructed  to  allow  him  to  change 
his  present  location  of  land    -        -        .  1788 

Dunn,  John  Oswald  Dunn.    (See  Doorkeeper,) 
Dunn,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  8ergeant-at- 

Arms 796 

Durfee,  Job,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended     •        -    793 
Duties  on  Imports,  a  bill  to  amend  the  several 

acts  imposing,  reported,  and  read  twice  -    960 

a  copy  of  the  bill 960 

considered 1469, 1471 

Mr.  Cambreleng  submitted  a  statement  in 

relation  to  practical  operations  of  the  bill  1487 
the  bill  considered     -         1506,  1540,  1662,  1667 
Mr.  Owen  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
respecting  the  probable  effect  of  the  hill  -  1588 

1676 
debated     -        .        -        •         1612,  1623,  1628 

laid  on  the  table 1629 

the  bill  under  consideration        1625,  1629,  1665, 
1676,  1682,  1705,  1785,  1740,1760,1764,  1758 
1791,  1859, 1870,  1880,  1894,  1907, 1915,1961 
1962,  2001,  2026,  2100, 2154,  2173,2209,2213 
2237,  2258,  2289, 2295,  2318,  2335 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        .        -  2344 
read  the  third  time    -    ^    -        -        -        -  2367 
considered         -        -    *    -        -        -        -  2400 
passed       -        -        -    .    -        -        -        -  2429 
amendments  read,  and  referred  -        *        •  2607 
report  made      -.--•-  2620 
considered         --.-••  2622 
the  Senate  insist  on  certain  amendmente  -  2631 
the  House  adheres    -        -        -        •        -  2633 
committee  of  conference  appointed    -        -  2636 
report  made      --.-.-  2669 
considered         ,...•-  2672 
concurred  in     -        -        -        -        •        -  2675 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture  instructed  to 
•inquire  whether  an  increase  of,  will  ben- 
efit agriculturists  -----  1662 
their  report  in  full     -        -        -        -        -  18*7 
Mr.  Stewart  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  at  the  next  session  re- 
specting bonds  given  for        -        -        *  271 1 
amended  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        -  2759 
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Duties  on  Tonnage,  &c,  Senate  bill  concerning 

discriminating  -  -  -  -  -911 
bill  read  the  first  and  second  time  -  -912 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -     912 

a  bill  to  revive  certain  sections  of  the  act  to 

collect,  reported  and  read  twice      -        -  1099 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -  2617 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  .        .        -  2631 
Mr.  Rreck  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
any,  which  may  be   imposed   by  Great 

Britain 1789 

laid  on  the  table 1790 

modified,  agreed  to,  and  referred        -        -  1808 
report  laid  on  the  table      ...        -  2694 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
pealing  a  certain  act  respecting      -        -  1870 

1)ovaU,  Mareen,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  resd  twice      .....  1319 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2496 

read  the  third  time  and  passed  -        -  2500 

Duval,  William  P.     (See  Fhrida.) 

Dwight,  Heniy  W.,  of  Massachusetts,  attended    793 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  for  sending  an 

Agent  to  Greece    -        -        -        -        -1116 

Dwinell,  Justin,  of  New  York,  attended    -        -    793 

E. 

Earlei  William  Nichols,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

reported  and  read  twice  ...  io63 
ordered  to  tbo  third  reading  ...  2489 
read  the  third  lime  and  passed  ...  2491 

£aton,  Lewis,  of  New  York,  attended      -        -     793 
Eaton,  William,  the  petition  of,  referred    •        -  2334 
the  committee  discharged  ...  2647 

Eddy,  Samuel,  of  Rhode  hiand,  attended         -     793 
Educational  Purposes,  Mr.  Kent  submitted  a 

resolution  respecting  grants  of  land  for  •     834 

Edwards,  Ninian,  the   Speaker  communicated 
an   address  from,  in  relation  to  certain 
charges  against  him,  with  notes  and  doc- 
uments ......  2431 

considered         ......  2450 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  2455 
a  report  made  ......  2471 

concurred  in     -        -        .        -        •        •  2479 
Mr.  Forsyth  submitted  a  resolution  to  in- 
form the  President  of  the  investigation 
ordered  by  the  Hous;    ....  2459 

a  Messsge  from  the  President  in  reply  to  in- 
formation of  proceedings  in  the  case,  laid 
oh  the  table  --....  2480 

the  report  of  the  investigating  committee  in 

full 2718 

a  oommuntcation  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  in  relation  to  -  .  •  2596,  2733 
a  debate  concerning,  arising  on  a  question 

of  adjournment 2649 

Mr.  Livingston  submitted  a  resolution  to 
allow  the  Committee  to  sit  after  the  ad- 
journment    ......  2756 

agreed  to--...         ..  2761 

a  debate  on  a  publication  of  Mr.  Randolph 

in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  committee  2766 
an  order  to  allow  witnesses  the  usual  per 

diem  allowance 2769 

the  report  of  the  investigating  committee 
after  the  adjournment    ....  2770 
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the  testimony  and  documeots  accompany- 
ing the  report        -         -  ...  2773 

the  testimony  of  James  L.  Anthony  -       -  ^M 
of  John  S.  Barbour     -  >         .        -  SSS 

ofThomasH.  Benton  -         -        -  tt36 

of  Abraham  Bradley  -  -         -        -  9S40 

of  Overton  Carr  ....  tt% 

of  Langdon  Chevel    -  -         -        -  t% 

of  Daniel  P.  Cook      -  -         .        -  2»$ 

of  Asbury  Dickina       .  -         .        .  279S 

of  Thomas  Dungan  ....  279: 
of  Jeremiah  Elkins      -  -         .        -  283. 

of  David  English         -  -         -       -  2799 

of  James  Floyd  .....  THi 
of  John  Forsyth  ....  289) 

of  William  B.  Hodgson  •  •  -  2844 
of  Asa  E.  Hough        -  -         .        .  2846 

of  Jonathan  Jennings  -         .        -  2804 

of  Edward  Jones  ...  .27^ 
of  Alexander  Kerr  ...  .279: 
of  Daniel  KurU-         -  -         -        -  2783 

of  Adelaide  Lindsley  ....  2844 
of  John  Mason  .....  282!> 
of  S.  M.  McKean        -  .         .        .  2733 

of  James  McKenna  ....  ti<: 
of  Jacob  Morgan  ....  stk' 
of  Jeremiah  Nelson    -  .         .        -  2!H£ 

of  R.  Newell 27*5 

of  Augustine  Newton  ...  ti%\ 

of  James  Noble  -         -  -  -2824,2^ 

of  Eliza  Queen 284,^ 

of  Henry  W.  Queen  -  .  -        .  2S4I 


of  William  Rhodes 
of  Thomas  F.  Riddick 
of  J.  C.  Rives    - 
of  James  Sanderson    - 
of  William  W.  Sealon 
of  Richard  Smith 
of  Thomas  Swan 
of  George  Sweeny 
of  Jonah  Thompson  -* 
of  Peter  G.  Washington     - 
of  C.  H.  W.  Wharton 
•UUmenU  W,  X,  Y,  Z,    - 


«?! 


-  i7¥. 
.  2847 

-  2779 
.  283S 
.  2790 
.  27ft) 

.  2m 

- 17?: 

-2793,2754 
.  2833 

-  2785 
the  eianuiiation  of  Mr.  Edwards  2S07, 2824, 2824 

a  list  of  the  departure  and  arrtTnl  of  the 
mails  between  Washington  nnd  £U- 
wardsvtUe     ....  .        .  284^ 

a  letter  from  W.  H.  Crawford  to  Richard 
M.  Johnson *       .  28t2 

a  list  of  notes  enclosed  in  a  letter  from  W. 
H.  Crawford 2S47 

a  copy  of  letters  from  W.  H.  Crawford, 
found  on  the  files  of  the  Receiver's  Office 
at  Edwardsville    -         -         -  SS47,2S48.2R5I 

a  copy  of  other  letters  from  the  same  -  tBSi 

a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Benjamin  iStepheo- 
son  to  W.  H.  Crawford.         -         .        .2849 

statement  No.  1.  of  the  Bank  of  8tea- 
benvilie 38M 

statement  No.  2.  from  the  Bank  of  Tom- 
bigbee .....  .         .  2SM 

extract  of  a  letter  from  George  P.  Stiother 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury     -         -  2S9i5 

copy  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  SJoo  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury      ...  2$:4 

copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  W*ar 
to  the  committee  -        -        -         .        . 
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copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Edwards  to  the 

Secretary  of  War 2858 

letter  from  Nathaniel  Frye  to  the  Secretary 

of  War 2858 

lettter  from  Mr.  Edwards  to  the  Paymaster 

General 2359 

copy  of  a  list  of  drafts  drawn  by  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  Bank  of  Missouri        -        -  2859 
replication  of,  to  Mr.  Crawford*e  commani- 

cation  to  the  committee          ...  2861 
commnntcations  of,  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee     -        •         -          2886,2906,2915 
Edwards,  Weldon   N.,  of  North  Carolina,  at- 
tended   794 

CdwardstiUe,  a  bill  to  define  the  boundary  line 
o(^   and  Springfield,  reported   and  read 

twice 1460 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1471 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ef  defining 
the  boundary  line  between,  and  Sangamo    986 
ElectioRSp  the  Committer  of,  appointed  -    798 

said  oommittea  instructed  if  any  of  the  mem- 
bers were  not  at  the  time  of  elections  in* 
habitants  of  the  State  where  elected        -  166SI 
report  made      ....••  1733 
(See  Contested  Elections.) 
KUis,  William  Cox,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended     793 
Engineer  Corps,  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs instructed  to  inquire  into  the  organi- 
zation, d(c.,  of  the  -        -        -        -     690 
English  Turn.    (See  Louisiana,) 
Engrossed   Bills,  a  resolution  to  postpone  all, 

until  the  next  session     ....  2765 
Esclava,  Don  Miguel,  Mr.  Owen  presented  the 
petition  of  Thomas  F.  Tow  nicy  in  behalf 
of  himself  and  other  heirs  of,  referred      •     867 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 

and  read -  1126 

considered         ....••  2494 

postponed  ......  2495 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •        -  2542 
Evans,  Edward,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  2505 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2610 
Execution,  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expedieney  of 
altering  tbe  act  concerning  writs  of        •   1894 

F. 

• 

Fanning,  John  B.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Barnard,  administrator  of,  reported  and 

read  twice 2505 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2608 
Farrelly,  Patrick,  of  PennsylTania,  attended     -    79-1 
remarks  of,  on  sending  an  agent  to  Greeee  1155 
Farrow,  Nimrod  8.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 

Richard  Harris 3699 

read  twice,  and  referred    .        .        -        -  2700 

reported 2710 

considered,  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -  2760 
Pindlay,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  •     793 

Finances,  annual  report  in  full  on  tbe  state  of 

tbo 919 

Pirman,  Joseph,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  reported  and  read  twice  .  .  «  2494 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2605 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2507 


Page. 
Fisher,  George,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1757 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  -  2504 
amendments  referred  ....  2696 
reported  and  agreed  to      •        -        -         -  2698 

Fisher,  Herman,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  2606 

Fitch,  Pelatiah,  the  Secretary  of  State  requested 
to  report  at  next  session  upon  the  claim 
of 2711 

Five  Sisters,  a  bill  to  authorize  a  register  for  the 

schooner,  reported  and  read  twice  -        -  2610 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •  2548 

Florida,  a  letter  from  Samuel  R.  Overton  and 
Joseph  M.  White,  commissioners  on  lands 
in  West,  asking  extension  of  time,  read 
and  laid  on  the  uble      ....    798 

tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting 
a  tract  of  land  to,  for  the  aeat  of  goTern- 
ment     .......    808 

a  bill  providing  a  grant  of  land  for  that  pur- 
pose, reported  and  read  twice        •        -  1 100 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  2648 
Mr.  McLane  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  correspondence  with  Spain  in  re- 
lation to  the  Florida  Treaty   -        '        -    811 

agreed  to 814 

a  message  in  reply  laid  on  the  table        -  1319 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquiro  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  time  for  the  settlement  of  priTate 
land  claims  in,  Bast  and  West       -        -    830 
a  biil  for  the  settlement  of  private  land 

claime  in,  reported  and  read  twice  -        -    957 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    988 
amendments  received        •        -        -      '  •  1429 
referred    •...•-•  1462 
report  made      ......  1560 

concurred  in     -        -        «        -        •        -  1567 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  instmcted  to 
inquire  concerning  the  exdasion  of  for- 
eign  and  the  protection    of  American 
wreckers  on  the  coast  of        -        -        -    837 
a  bill  concerning  wrecks  on  the  coast  o^ 

reported  and  read  twice  ...  1904 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  -  2700 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  2709 
a  bill  for  opening  certain  public  roads  in, 

reported  and  read  -        -        -    .    -    876 

considered  .-..-.  926 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  930 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  982 
a  copy  of  certain  acts  of  the  Legislature  of, 

referred 917 

a  letter  from  William  P.  Duvall,  Governor 
of,  with  copies  of  certain  acts  o(  laid  on 

the  table -  1368 

ii  bill  granting  donations  of  land  to  certain 

actual  settlers  in,  reported  and  read  twice  1319 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2631 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  2648 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Territorial  government  in,  reported 

and  read  twice 1702 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2665 
amended 3669 
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bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  8676 
amendments  reccWed        •      ,  -        -        -  2699 
concurred  in     -        -        -        -        -        -  2700 

Mr.  Call  presented  a  petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  East,  in  relation  to  a  right 
claimed   by  Indians  to  certain  negroes, 
referred  -        -        -        -        -  ^      -  1756 

the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War    -  '      -  1792 
Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a  resolution  ealling 
for  information  in  regard  to  the  compen- 
sation of  the  commissioners  to  examine 

land  titles  in 1788 

agreed  to-        -        -        -        -        -        -  1793 

a  message  in  reply  laid  on  the  table        -  1961 
a  message  transmitting  certain  documents 
from  Alexander  Hamilton  in  relation  to 
lands  in  East,  referred   -        -        •        -  2648 
a  report  made  ------  2760 

Floyd,  John,  of  Virgiaia,  attended  -  -  -  866 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  -  -  -  1897 
remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  Ninian  Edwarde  2451, 

2476 

on  a  motion  to  exclude  him  fiom  eenring 

on  the  committee  in  the  above  case        -  2459 

Foote,  Charles  A.,  of  New  York,  attended        -    793 

Foot,  Samuel  A.,  of  Connecticut,  attended       •    793 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals    -        -        -      .  -        -        -  1463 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    •        -        -  1493 
speech  of,  on  the  same      ...        -  2296 
Forbes,  John.    (See  McAiiUter,John.) 
Foreign  Affsirs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  •    799 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  the  above  committee    799 

Foreigners,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting  by  law  the  employment  of, 
in  the  public  offices        ....  1757 
Forman,  Robert  S.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    •        -        -        -  1126 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        -        -  2494 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2495 

Forrest,  Joseph,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of      -  2696 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        .        -  2697 

reported  without  amendments  .        -        -  2759 

Forsyth,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended  -        -    794 

a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Elections  in 

relation  to 1733 

remarks  of,  on  the  address  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards -        -        .        -         2454, 2472,  2476 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  adjourn- 
ment     2660,2663 

the  teptiqiuny  of,  in  the  case  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards   2803 

Fortifications,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 

certain,  reported,  and  read  twice    -        -  1291 

debated 2455,2460 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2463 

read  the  third  time 2466 

passed 2469 

a  message  and  report  in  reply  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  last  session  in  relation  to  the 
number  dec.  of  the,  laid  on  the  table      •  1739 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
a  detailed  report  at  the  next  session  re- 
specting       -.-...  2495 

laid  on  the  table 2500 
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resolution  considered ;  again  laid  on  taUe  -  2563 

Mr.   Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  cafling 

for  a  detailed  report  at  the  next  eesaion  in 

relation  to  the  contemplated  ...  tUl 

adopted    -----         -         -  25M 

Fort  Griswold,  the  committee  instmcted  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  completing  1S57 
Fort  St.  Philip.     (See  hood.) 
Fort  Washington,  the  committee  instmcted  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  enlarging  2491 
a  report  in  relation  to  the  purchaee  of  addi- 
tional ground  for,  laid  on  the  table  -  2694 

Fountain,  Garrett,  an  adverse  report  mado  on 

the  petition  of      -        -         -         -        -  849 
rejected,  and  the  coounittee  instrtictod  to 

bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of.       -        -  $92 

a  bill  reported,  and  read    -        -         -        -  911 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -         -        -  9S9 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        •  983 

Forward,  Walter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    -  793 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariflf  biU     -        •  1677, 1743 
Franking  Privilege,  Mr.  Brent  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  the  exteneioo  of  the, 

adopUd          ......  1789 

French  Spoliations,  Mr.  Hemphill  sabmitted  a 
resolution  calling  for  information  in  re- 
lation to 812 

message  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table     -         -  1371 
referred   -        -        -        -         -        -         -  1399 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  the  memoiial  of 
sundry  Insurance  Companies  of  Phila- 
delphia respecting  ....    94$ 

Mr.  Crowninshteld  presented  a  similar  one 
from  Massachusetts        ....    8S6 

Mr.  McKim  presented  one  from  Baltimore    889 
Mr.  Mercer  presented  one  from  Alexandria, 
referred         -        -        -        -        .        -    83t 

Mr.  Burleigh  presented  one  from  Kenne- 
bnnk,  referred       .....  1756 

a  report  made  -        -        -        .        -1906,2701 
Mr.  Longfellow  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  2431 

agreed  to 2457 

message  in  reply  -  -  .  •  .  2758 
a  report  on  the  subject  of,  in  full  -  •  3701 
considered  ....  •  .  st59 
agreed  to  ......  2769 

Friends,  Mr.  Long  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Society  of,  in  New  Garden,  North 
Carolina,  in  relation  to  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  referred         -    '     -    810 
the  committee  discharged  and  the  memorial 
laid  on  the  Uble 1586 

Frontier  Defence,  the  Committee  on  Militaiy  Af^ 
fairs  directed  to  report  at  the  next  eeasion 
a  plan  for      •        -        •        -        -        -  850$ 
Frost,  Joel,  of  New  York,  aUended  -        -        -    793 
FttUeri  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  attnnded    -    793 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 965 

on  the  resolution  for  sending  an  Agent  to 
Greece  -------  1197 

on  the  Tariff  bill 1705 

speech  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 

election 1809 

remarks  of,  on  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards  -  2477 
the  correction  of  an  error  in  a  report  of  his 
remarks,  (note) 2479 
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Fultoo,  Robert,  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  presented 
the  petition  of  Charles  A.  Dale  tn  behalf 
of  the  heirs  of,  referred  .        •        >        -  1756 
Fry  and  Spalding,  a  memorial  and  doeumente  in 

relation  to,  referred  .  •  -  •  ii89 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  reported 

and  read  twice  .....  S153 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2504 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        •  8606 

G. 

GaiUard,  John,  a  message  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  of  the  election  of,  as 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate       •  2688 
Gamble,  John  M.,  Mr.  Holoombe  presented  the 
memorial  of,  praying  an  allowance  of  cer- 
tain prize  money,  referred      ...  1954 
Garnett,  Robert  8.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -        -    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -        -  1613, 1615 
speech  of,  on  the  same      ...  1682,8062 
Garrison,  Daniel,  of  New  Jersey,  attended        -    793 
Gatlio,  Alfred  M.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -    794 
Gautrais,  Don  Harpin  de  la,  Senate  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of,  read  twice  and  re* 
ferred   -        -        -        -        -        •        -  1906 
Oazlay,  James  W.,  of  Ohio,  attended        -        -    794 
remarks  o^  on  the  New  York  contested  alee- 

tion 952 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surreys  of  roads 
and  canals    .«•.-•  1414 

**  General  Jackson,'*  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Francis  G.  Macy  and  others,  with  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  ship,  read 

twice 1064 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        •        -  2469 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •2493 

General  Land  Office,  Mr.  Rankin  submitted  a 
resolution  in  relation  to  additional  clerks 

for  the 887 

considered  and '  laid  on  the  table        -        -    892 
a  communication  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the,  asking  an  additional  number  of  clerks, 

referred 1320 

Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  employment  of 

assistants  in  the    -----  1766 
read  and  referred       -----  1769 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1793 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1808 
Oeneral  Post  Office.    (See  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment^ 
Georgia,  a  Message  enclosing  a  document  relat- 
ing to  the  compact  between  the  United 
Sutes  and,  referred  to  a  select  committee  1961 
a  report  made  in  frill         ...        -  2348 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole        -  2357 
Mr.  Cobb  presented  a  memorial  respecting 
the  extinguishment  ot  the  Creek  title  to 
lands  in,  referred  -        -        -        -        •2161 
a  bill  for  the  extinguishment  of  said  title 

reported  and  read  twice  -        •        -        -  2152 
Mr.  Forsyth  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
State  of,  in  relation  to  the  boundary  line 
between  said  State  and  Alabama,  referred  2212 

Georgia  Militia  Claims,  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Georgia  in  relation  to,  referred  -    802 
adTerse  report  made  -        -        -        -        -  1232 
a  motion  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  payment 
of,  objected  to 1470 


Page. 
Giffin,  David,  and  Samuel  Hoag,  a  bill  for  the 

relief  of,  reported  and  read  twice    -        -    958 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2488 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        >  2491 

Gist,  Joseph,  of  South  Carolina,  attended         *    794 

Gold,  Silver,  dec.,  Senate  bill  to  regulate  the 

transportation  ot^  and  for  other  purposes  1765 
read  twice,  and  referred  •  -  -  .  1769 
reported  without  amendment    ...  2334 

Goldsmith,  Morris,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 
Anthony   Roderick,  reported  and   read 
twice    .---.--  1873 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        .        .  2504 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  2506 

Golleher,  John,  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  compensa- 
tion  for  certain  losses    •        -       -        -1461 

Goods,  Wares,  dec,  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  all  imported,  to 
be  secured  in  warehouses  without  payment    832 

GoTen,  Andrew  R.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended    797 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    •        >        -1678 
speech  of,  on  the  same      .        -        .        .  2318 
Gk>Te,  George  R.  R.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    .        -        .        .    986 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        -  2491 
GoTernment,  a  bill  making  partial  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of,  reported  and 
read  twice     .-----  1000 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -  lOOl 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in     •  1043 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of,  for  the  year  1824,  reported  and  read 

twice 1163 

debated     -     1762,  1763,  1766,  1770,  1777,  1790 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1791 

amendments  received        •        •        .        .1914 

debated 1945,  1954 

agreement  to  some,  and  disagreement  to 

others  - 1968 

Grace,  William,  the  committee  instructed  to  in* 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  compensat- 
ing  for  certain  losses      •        -        -        .1401 
Gracie,   Archibald,  the  Speaker  presented  the 

memorial  of,  laid  on  the  table        -        -    829 
Gratiot,  Colonel  Charles,  Mr.  Scott  presented  the 

petition  of     -----        -    886 

referred 887 

Graj,  William  F.,  postmaster  at  Fredericks- 
burg, the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  instructed  to  inquire  con* 
coming  additional  compensation  for       -  1371 

Greece,  Mr.  Webster  submitted  a  resolution  for 

sending  an  •Agent  to      •        -        -        -    805 

laid  on  the  table 806 

considered         -     1084,  1104,  1127,  1145,  1165, 

1181,  1204 
Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  certain  information  in  relation  to 

the  Greeks 843 

modified  and  agreed  to      •        -        -        -    847 
a  message  and  documents  in  reply,  laid  on 

the  table 914 

Mr.  Breck  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  commerce  with 
Asia  Minor,  Egypt,  and         ...    849 
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retolotion  considered        ....    870 
amended  and  agreed  to-        -        -        -QIT 
report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table        •        -  1069 
]Mr.  Morgan  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
citizens  of  New  York  in  relation  to,  laid 

on  the  Ubie 889 

a  resolution  from  South  Carolina  respect- 
ing  the   independence   of,  luid  on   the 

Uble 916 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  memorial  from 
the   citizens  of  Boston  praying  aid  to, 

laid  on  the  table 931 

a  similar  one  from  Washington  City  -  1083 

Gregory,  Francis  H.,  Senate  bill  for  rewarding 

the  officers  and  crew  under  .  >  •  1203 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  121ft 
reported  without  amendment  .  -  -  1322 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  ;.  2507 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2609 

Guiehot,  Maturin,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  report- 
ed and  read  twice  ....  2494 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2507 
Gurley,  Henry  H.,  of  Louisiaaa,  attended        .    842 
remarks  of,  on  a  bill  for  opening  certain 
roads  in  Florida    ....     927,  928 

on  the  Tari£f  bUl 1545 

Gwynn,  Charles,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice  and  referred  ....  1960 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2026 
•rdered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -  2510 

H. 

Hall,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1739 

Hall,  Thomas  H.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  797 
remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 

election 1852 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  sundry  documents  from, 
in  relation  to  land  titles  in  Florida,  re- 
ferred     2648 

the  committee  discharged  ....  2681 
again  referred  --.--•  2698 
report  made 2760 

Hamilton,  Jamest  of  South  Carolina,  attended  •  794 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry 965 

remarks  of,  on  the  same  ....  982 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    -        - 1484,  1499, 

1514,  1518,  1640,  1749 
speech  of,  on  the  Mtve  -  -  -  -  2177 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Tod's  speech  on 

the  Tariff  ...-.-  2232 
remarks  of,  on  the  adjournment         -        -  2652 

Harper's  Ferry,  Mr.  Mercer  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  a  bridge  across  the  She- 
nandoah near,  agreed  to         -        *        -  1878 
Hariin,  George,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      .....  1502 
Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
information  respecting  an  error  in  the  lo- 
cation of  land  reserv^  to      .        .        -  2430 

agreed  to 2458 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  2494 
Harris,  Richard.    (See  FarroWt  Nimrod*) 
Harris,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended         -     793 
Hanrey,  Matthew,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended    793 


Hawkins,  Mary  H.,  a  bill  for  the 'relief  at,  it' 

ported  and  read  twice  -  -  -  •  I7SS 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -  2SO0 
read  the  third  time,  and  paeaed  •        .      .  SiH 

Hayden,  Moses,  of  New  York,  attended  -       •  1713 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        -       •  16H 
Hayward,  William,  of  Maryland,  attended       •  ID 
Heard,  Stephen.    (See  Dennelson^  John.) 
Heaton,  Orange,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  and  Joeiah  Hubbard,  concurred  in  S36 

Hemphill,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -   7S3 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  making  a  road 

from  Memphis  to  Little  Rix:k         -       -   918 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 
and  canals    -        •        -         -        -       -   991 
Henderson,  Major,  Mr.  Forsyth   presented  the 
petition  of,    praying    compensatioB   for 
losses  in  the  Seminole  war,  referred       -  8S9 

Henley,  Arthur  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  ol^  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -         -        ..1019 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -       -  2411 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -       -  3493 

Henry,  Robert  P.,  of  Kentucky,  attended  -       -  794 
remarks  of,  on  the  employment  of  treops 

on  the  Florida  roads      -        ...  990 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 

Perry ri 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  biU      -        •       -  15S 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  improving  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Ohio  and  Miaaiasippi  livcis  ^71 
remarks  on  the  same         ....  2587 
Herkimer,  John,  of  New  York,  attended  .       •  ^ 
Herrick,  Ebeneser,  of  Maine,  attended      -       •   7S 
Hewes,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  ths 

relief  of 8345 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  S^ 
reported  without  amendment     -         -       -  34^ 

Hill,  Colonel  Rees,  the  Committee  of  Claims  ta- 

structed  respecting  compensation  to      -  16^ 
Hinds,  Thomas,  8.    (See  SymmeSt  John  CieMt.) 
Hinesy  Henry,  the  Committee  on  Revolutioasiy 
Pensions  instructed  to  place  the  name  o(, 

on  the  roll K<5 

Hoag,  Samuel.    (See  Giffiny  David.) 
Hobart,  Aaron,  of  Massachusetts,  attended       •  ^ 
Hobart,  Peter  H.,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Lewis  Judson  and,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred     15W 

a  report  made  ...        ...  iSlS 

the  bill  read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the 
table 2509 

Hogan,  John  B.,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  for  the 

relief  of,  reported  and  read  twice    -       *  1^^ 
considered         ....  1870,1914 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -       -  1^^^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -  1'^ 

Hogeboom,  James  L.,  of  New  York,  attended   T,^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -  1659, 16^^ 

on  the  appropriation  bill    •        -        .       >  17^1 

Holcombe,  George,  of  New  York,  attended      •  ^^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals    .-----  H^j^ 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        •       -  ^^ 

Holiday,  John,  Mr.  Sandford  snbmitted  a  resolo- 

tion  calling  for  information  concerniof 

the  claim  of  -        -        -        -       "      *     i 

laid  on  the  table        -        •        -       .      -  19(»1 
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a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  reported  and  read 
twice     ...----  1603 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2408 

read  the  third  tine,  and  paned  -        -  2600 

Hook,  Joeiah,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  -        -    066 

report  made      ......  ii26 

the  bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading    -        •  2505 

considered 2602 

paeeed 2603 

Hooka,  Charlea,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     -    794 
Honaaaye,  Louis  de  la,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the 

petition  of  the  heirs  of,  referred      •        •    803 
Houston,  Samuel,  of  Tennessee,  attended        -    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  sending  an 
agent  to  Greece     .....  1160 

Howland,  John  H.,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  2622 
read  twice,  and  referred     •        .        •        .  2630 
reported  without  amendment     ...  2665 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2713 

Hubbard,  Josiah.    (See  Heaton,  Orange*) 
Huff,  Aaron,  Mr.  Wicklifie  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  heirs  of,  read  and  dis- 
agreed to       -----        -  2288 

Huffman,  Benjamin,  a  bill  ibr  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ....    876 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -     917 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •    932 

Hull,  Oliver,  and  others,  cultivators  of  the  castor 
bean,  Mr.  Condict  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 889 

Humphrey,  Charles,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        -        -  1163 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  2496 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  2600 
Hydrometer,  a  bill  to  authorise  the  adoption  of 
a  new,  to  prove  liquors,  reported  and  read 
twice 1893 

I. 

Iberville  River,  the  Committee  on  Military  A& 
fairs  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  removing   an  obstruction  in 
the,  placed  there  during  the  late  war      -  1788 
a  report  made  •----.  2490 
Illinois,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the 

district  court  in,  reported  and  read  twice  1856 
read  the  third  time,' and  passed        -        -  1870 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  better 
defining  the  boundaries  of  Edwardsville 
and  Saogamo  in    -        -        -        -        -    986 
the  Committee  instructed  to  inquire  what 
provision  is  necessary  to  enable  claimants 
to  lands  in,  to  try  the  validity  of  their 

claims 1065 

Illinois  Grant.     (See  Indiana.) 
Importations  by  Natives  and  Aliens,  Mr.  Trim- 
ble submitted  a  resolution  calling  for  a  re- 
port at  the  next  session  in  relation  to      -  2682 

agreed  to 2698 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judicisry  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  laws  so  as  to  > 

abolish 805 

Senate  bill  to  abolish        ....  2288 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  2295 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  2317 
Index,  the  Clerk  directed  to  prepare  an,  to  cer- 
tain volumes  of  printed  documents  -    837 


Index — continued.  Page. 

a  resolution  to  silow  compensation  for  pre- 
paring the  said 2551 

the  Clerk  directed  to  prepare  an,  to  the 
latest  edition  of  the  Laws  ...  2622 
Indiana,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
a  further  extinguishment  of  Indian  title 
to  lands  in    -----        .    602 

a  petition  of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting 
the  United  States  courts,  referred  -        -    804 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  make  inquiries  respecting  unsold  lands    827 

the  same  committee  instructed  to  inquire  re- 
specting the  "  Illinois  Grant  "in    -        -  1586 

Mr.  Test  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of,  respecting  relief  to  purchasers 
of  lands,  referred 1618 

the  committee  discharged  ....  1808 

Mr.  Prince  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 

•    gislature  of,  in  relation  to  the  taxation  of 
lands  in,  referred  .        -        .        .        .1619 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  resolntbn  adopted 
by,  approbatory  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  respecting  foreign  relations^  laid 
on  the  table  --•-..  1619 
(See  Canaia,) 
Indianapolis.     (See  Land  (jfflees,) 
Indian  Aflairs,  the  Committee  on,  appojpited     •    799 
Indian  Department,  a  report  from  the  Seoond 
Auditor  respecting  disbursements  in  the, 
referred         ......  1619 

Indians,  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  the,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Afikirs  -        .        .        .        .    goO 
the  committee  instructed  respecting  three 

agencies  west  of  the  Mississippi    .  -        -    828 
a  bill  to  establish  two  agencies,  reported  and 

read  twice 1099 

debated 1320 

recommitted      ......  1503 

reported  with  amendments        ...  2171 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2213 
a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
with  a  list  of  licenses  granted  to  traders 

with  the 829 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  for  the 
civilization  of  the  frontier      ...    940 
a  report  made,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  •  1878 
the  committee  instructed  respecting  the  pur- 
chase of  lands  by  the  President  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Indians        -        -  1164 
Mr.  Van  Borenpresented  a  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  respecting  the  civiliza- 
tion of  the,  referred        ....  1732 
a  communication    from  the    Secretary   of 
War  with  a  statement  of  expenditures 
for  the  civilization  of  the,  laid  on  the  table  1203 
the  comixiittee  directed  to  make  inquiries 
respecting  the  execution  of  the  act  to  abol- 
ish trading-houses  with  the    -        -        -  1914 
a  report  made  and  laid  on  the  table  -        -  2710 
Senate  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  hold 

treaties  with  the 2665 

read  twicd,  and  referred  -  -  -  .  2675 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2681 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2701 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2696 
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Page. 
Le  Sieor,  Firmsn,  Senate  bill  lor  the  relief  *of 

the  hein  of 1203 

read  and  referred  .....  I2l5 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2171 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2609 
read  (he  third  time,  and  paased  ...  2510 
Letcher,  Robert  P.,  of  Kentucky,  attended  -  794 
remarkeof,  on  the  Tariff  bill  -  •  -1671 
speech  of,  on  the  occupying  claimant  laip^a 

of  Kentucky 2514 

Leiry,  Motes  Eliaa,  documents  relating  to  the 

claim  of,  referred   .        -        -        -        .  2580 
Lewis,  Curtis,  Mr.  Moore  presented   the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 889 

Lewis,  Edward  W.,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  petition  of,  read  and  laid 

on  the  table 814 

Lewis,  Edwin.     (See  TatV,  Charlee,) 
Library,  Mr.  Taylor  introduced  a  joint  resolu- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee on  the,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 

the  third  reading 825 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  ap- 
pointing said  committee        ...    825 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed      •    828 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     ....  1827 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2695 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  2696 
Lighthouses,  Beacons,  6lc.,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  beacon  light  near  Cape  Honlopen     815 
the  committee   instructed    to  inquire   re- 
specting a  lighthouse  near  Brandywine 

shoal 815 

Mr.  GatHn  presented  a  petition  from  Eden- 
ton,  North  Carolinti,  praying  that  the 
floating  light  near  Shell  Castle  be  re- 
moved to  Nine-foot  Shoal,  referred  -  829 
Mr.  Livingston  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
tions calling  for  information  in  relation  to 
lights  on   the  Bahama  Islands  and   the 

coast  of  Florida 849 

agreed  to 870 

Mr.  Ten  Eyck  presented  a  petition  from 
New  York  praying  the  erection  of  a  light 
on  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  referred  -  1202 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  a  light  on  the  south  shore 
of  Lake  Erie  ^        .        •        .        .  1323 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  buoy  at  the  mouth  of  Scuppernong 
river,  and  a  floating  light  on  rampttco 

Sound 1757 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  light  on  Shell  Island     ...  1770 
Mr.   Tomlinson  presented   the  petition  of 
certain  owners  of  vessels  praying  buoys  on 
reef  of  rocks  in  Long  Island  Sound,  called 
the  ''  Hen  and  Chickens"  referred  -        -  1787 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  light  on  Poole's  Island  -        .        .  1954 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  building       certain, 

reported  and  read  twice  ...  3411 

considered  -  -  .  .  .  .2617 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2630 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  2631 
amendmentai  received  ....  2759 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole   -  2760 


m 
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Lightner,  Henry,  a  bill  Ibr  the  relief  of,  r«|Mrt«i 

and  read  twice       -        -        •      •      •  IS5 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      -       .     •  !5fii 
read  the  third  time,  end  passed       -     •  SM 
Lincoln,  Benjamin,  and  others.  Senate  bill  k 

the  relief  of,  read  twice  and  refened     •  19S* 
reported  without  nmeadaent     •       •     -  23:: 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  end  passed 
Linoolo,  Eaoeb,  of  Maine,  attended 
Litchfield,  Elisha,  of  New  York,  atlen^sd 
Little,  Peter,  of  Marykad,  a^^oM 
Livermore,  Arthur,  of  New/York)  attended 
reewrks  of,  on  the  bill  m-tlle  relief  of  Iks* 

iel  D.  Tompkins    -        -       -       -    BS,f9 
on  the  bill  extending  pensions  to  widcnri 

and  orphans  -        -        -        -       .     •  ^ 

on  the  Tariff  bill       -         .        .         1743, 1« 

on  the  resolution  for  adjournment     -     *  ^X 

Livingston,  Edward,  of  New  York,  attended  •  Ml 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolation  respectiog  co> 

tain  lighthouses     -         •        -       -      .  si) 
on  the  resolation  in  relation  to  the  viiit  ot 

Lafayette 1% 

speech  of,  on  the  bill   for  the  sorveji  of 

roads  and  canals    -         -        -       .     •  It) 
remarks  of,  on  the  TariflT  bill    1590,  16€5,  m 

1669, 1671,  .r! 
remarks  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  ki 
adjoornment  -         .... 

Locke,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  - 
Long,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 
Long  Island  Sound.     (See  lAghthouea^) 
Longfellow,  Stephen,  of  Maine,  attended  - 
Louderman,  Catharine,  a  bill   for  the  nMd, 

reported  and  read  twice         -       .     •  141 

mrdered  to  the  third  reading      -       -      .  S<r 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  ^^ 

Lottghrey,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  «- 

ported  and  read  twice    -        -       .      .  SiS 

Louisiana,  Mr.  Brent  submitted  two  reaohitioBi 

calling  for  information  respectiJig  hini 

*  claims  in       -        •        -        .       .     • 

amended  and  agreed  to     -        ... 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Brent  aandiy  rcsoiatioi» 

respeeting  land  claims  in,  referred 
a  report  made  --..-• 
Mr.  Gurley  submitted  a  resolution  ooaoeni* 
ing  prs-emption  to  certain  aetuil  settlen 
in,  agreed  to  .... 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petition  of  suodir 
inhabitants  of,  praying  an  alterttioD  of 
the  present  mode  of  surveying  lands,  ind 
asking  pre-emption  to  certain  settlers, 
referred         -        -         -        -       -      -  I'a 

the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instnictea 
respecting  the  law  limiting  the  time  kt 
suits   for  recovery   of   lands  io,  ofider 
French,  British,  and  Spanish  titles      -  -^ 
the  above  committee  instructed  to  iaqoin 
respecting  the  confirmation  of  land  diiai 
in  .        -        .         .        .       .      •  !^ 

a  bill  conferring  certain  claims  to  laods  h 
the  western  district  of,  reported  tad  reii 

twice ^* 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  calliaf  f<?r 
the  report  of  the  Register  of  the  lud  «■ 

fice  in *     '  !S 

agreed  to  -        -        -       ..-•*' 
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Loobiane-^-continaed.  Page, 

the  repprt  receiv«d  and  referred         -        .  1789 
a  bill  Bupplementarj  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  titlea  to  landa  between  the 
Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers  in,  reported 
and  read  twice      -        •        •        .        .  ig07 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ....  2708 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -  2709 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inatructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  iaeceaa* 
ing  the  salary  of  the  United  8tatea  At^ 
torney  for  the  western  district  of    -        -  1676 
Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  Register  of  the 
land  office  in  the  western  district  of,  to 
report  upon  certain  land  claims,  read  and 

referred X75g 

reported  without  amendiaent    ...  1765 
Senate  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of  French, 
British,  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  in,  to 
try  the  validity  of  their  claims,  read  and 

referred ^  1758 

reported  with  amendments  ...  2317 
a  bill  to  regulate  tho  practice  of  the  United 

States  Courte  in,  reported  and  road  twice  2629 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2699 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  «        -  2700 

Senate  bill  for  the  sale  of  a  warehouse  near 
English  Turn,  and  for  the  erection  of  a 
dwelling-hoase  at  Balize  in    -        -        .  2396 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        .        .        .  2431 
reported  without  amendment    ...  2463 
Lonisyille.     (See  Canals.) 
Lucas*s  Universal  Atlas,  a  letter  from  William 
H.  Jones  accompanied  with  a  specimen 
of,  read  and  laid  on  the  table  -        .    814 

referred    ---.-..     943 
Ludlow,  Gulian.     (See  Lenox,  James.) 
Ludlow's  and  RoberU'  Line.    ^See  Ohio.) 

M. 

Machias,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  district  court  in  the  town  of    -        •  1680 
Macy,  Francis  G.     (See  Oenerai  Jaekson.) 
Mail,  Mr.  Livermore  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  transportation  of  the,  in  day  time, 
only,  unless  by  water,  agreed  to    -        -    801 
the  committee  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  respect- 
ing the  transportation  of  letters,  ^c,  in 
conveyances  not  employed  for  the  -        •    836 
Mr.  Herrick  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  the  extension 
of  post  routes,  amount  of  postage,  dec.   -    849 

adopted    -        - 870 

a  sUtement  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table  •  2681 
part  of  the  above  resolution  rescinded  -  271 1 
the  committee  instructed  to  provide  further 

measures  for  punishing  the  robbery  of  the     877 
the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  coocern- 
ing  a  shorter  and  better  route  than  that 
from  Staunton  to  Washington        -        -    939 
(See  Post  Office.) 
Maison  Rouge,  Marquis  de,  all  the  documenU 

in  reference  to  the  claim  of  the,  referred  1127 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of,  reported, 

and  read  twice      .....  1567 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2695 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2696 
Mailland,  William.     (See  Lenox,  James.) 


Page. 

Mallary,  Rollin  C,  of  Vermont,  attended  -    793 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  calling  for  in- 
formation respecting  Spain  and  the  South 
American  Colonies        -        -     .   -        .    379 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals io58 

remarks  o^  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        .  1488, 1693 
speech  of,  on  the  same      -.       -        -        .  1712 
remarks  of,  on  adjournment      ...  2599 
Maloy,  Bartholomew,  the    Committee  on  Pen- 
sions directed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  placing,  on  the  pension  list        -     832 
Mangum,  Willie  P.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended     794 
remarks  of,  on  adjournment      -        -  26.54,  2659 
Manning,  Jeremiah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  re- 
ported, and  read  twice  ....    836 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    950 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .    87& 

Manufactures,  the  Committee  on,  appointed      -     79^ 
Manumission  Society,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Blair 

presented  the  memorial  of  the,  referred  -     93 1 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  memo- 
rial laid  on  the  table      ....  10^ 
Maps,  Charts,  Sec,  an  order  to  furnish  the  Com- 
mittee   on  the    Chesapeake   and    Ohio 
Canal  with ^   <^ 

Moreschall,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, and  read  twice        -        -        -        •    1 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -3 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -   2 

Marine  Corps,  Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  a  res- 
olution calling  for  information  respecting 
the  number  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  in  the        .... 
a  report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table     - 
Mr.   Whittlesey  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  amount  paid  to  the  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  of  the         -        .        .        . 
read  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        .        .  2S0^ 
a  report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table     -        -  234< 
Markley,  Philip  S.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -     797 
Marshals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of»  in 
certain  cases,  reported,  and  read  twice    - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        - 

amendments  read  and  referred  ... 
reported,  and  agreed  to     • 
(See  Public  Money.) 

Marlindale,  Henry  C,  of  New  York,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     1625,  1657, 


speech  of,  on  the  same      .... 
Marvin,  Dudley,  of  New  York,  attended  • 

remarks  o^  on  the  Tariff  bill     1527,  1555, 

Maryland,  an  adverse  report  made  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  levy  court  of  Calvert  county,  in 

recommitted     ...... 

another  adverse  report  made      ... 

concurred  in     -----        - 

Mr.  Mitchell  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitanu  of,  praying  the  erection  of 
certain  bridges,  referred         ...  1953 

Mr.  Plumer  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
members  of  the  bar  in,  praying  an  alter- 
ation in  the  times  of  holding  the  court  for 
the  fourth  circuit,  referred      ...  2586 
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Maryland — continued.  Page, 

a  bill  for  altering  the  timea  for  holding  aaid 

court,  reported,  and  read  twice       -        -  2595 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2602 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        •  2669 
Massachusetts,  certain  documents  relating  to  the 
claim  oi,  for  militia  services*  laid  on  the 

table 1623 

referred    -        - 2334 

report  in  full    ...--.  2511 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  said 

claims  reported      -        -        -        -        -2511 

Matlack,  James,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  -    793 

Matson,  Aaron,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended    -    793 

Mayhew,  Thaddeus,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

the  relief  of 2345 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  .  .  .  2396 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2464 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .2510 

McAllister,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
benefit  of  the  heirs  of,  and  John  Forbes 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...  1905 

an  adverse  report  made      -        -        -        -1913 
McArthuc,  Duncan,  of  Ohio,  attended      -        -    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  Appropriation  bill         -  1780 
McCoy,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended    -        -    794 
McCullogh,  Hugh,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, and  read  twice         ....  1567 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2500 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        -  2503 

KcDuffie,  George,  of  South  Carolina,  attended    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mri:. 

Perry 975 

speech  of,  on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Constitution  .-.---  1067 
on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads  and  canals  1371 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -  1482,  1405, 

1552,  1556,  1677 
speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  2400 
McKean,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended    -    793 
McKee,  John,  of  Alabama,  attended         -        -    794 
McKim,  Isaac  of  Maryland,  attended       -        -    793 
McLane,  Louis,  of  Delaware,  attended      -        -    793 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins    819 

on  the  bill  to  purchase  certain  stock  -  -  1048 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals 1217 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill    1589,  1697,   1748, 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  appropri- 
ation bill        -        -        -         1916,1947,1951 
on  the  address  of  Ntnian  Edwards    -        -  2474 
on  the  bill  to  provide  stock  for  the  Florida 
treaty  awards         -        -        •  2552, 2554 

McLean,  William,  of  Ohio,  attended        -        -  794 
McNair,  Alexander,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred         -        -        -  2607 

reported  with  amendment  •        .         -        -  2665 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        -  2696 
Measurer,  a  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of,  reported 

and  read  twice        ....        -  1163 
Mebane,  John  D.,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  ex- 
ecutors of,  reported  and  read  twice        -  958 
.    ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2026 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -  2100 
a  bdl  authorizing  the  executors  of,  to  collect 

certain  arrears,  reported  and  read  twice  -  2507 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2508 


••■I    ' 
•  •    • 


Members,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  reiohti^i:: 
to  lessen  the  per  diem  allowance  of  th«. 
laid  on  the  table    >        -        -       -     -  H~; 
refusal  to  consider  said  resolution  •  '2iii 

Memphis.    (See  Road. 

Mercer,  Charles  F.,  of  Virginia,  attended       •  '«; 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  c 
roads  and  canals    -         .... 
on  the  Tariff  bill       •        -        .       -  ISoT.  ' 
on  the  Appropriation  bill  - 
OB  the  adjournment 
on  a  report  in  relation  to  a  sale  of  lou  }c 
the  City  of  Washington  -        -i^Vli  ■ 

Merchandise,  a  letter  from  the  t^ecretary  of  litf 
Treasury  with  a  statement  of  dcun  oc 
imported  and  drawback  on  exported,  liid 

OB  the  ubie :U. 

Meaaengers,  an  order  to  pay  an  addittonil  ks 

to  each  of  the        -        -        -       -      •  £Si^ 
the  Doorkeeper  authorized  to  employ  one  e: 
the,  during  the  recess    •         -        -      - 1  • 
Metcalfe,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  attended       •  '4 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  Su- 
preme Court         -        -         -       .      -li^ 

Mexican  Provinces,  Mr.  Scott  submitted  a  res> 
Intion  calling  fof  information  rd»pectio2 

trade  with  the .' . 

agreed  to  • 
a  message  transmitting  a  commanicjLo: 
in  reply,  laid  on  the  table       -        .      .  ri 
"  Miami  Purchase,"  Mr.  Gazlay  submitted  a  res- 
olution calling  for  information  respecboz 

the * 

agreed  to  -        -        -        -         -        _      . 
report  laid  on  the  table       .... 
Miami  River.     (See  Canal.) 
Michael,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  »t. 

reported  and  read  twice  -        -      •  1-^*1 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -      -  1'  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  *  I**^ 

Michigan,  Mr.  Richardson  submitted  a  resils- 
tion  to  establish  a  district  court,  laid  oo 
the  uble •  '6^' 

Michiiimackinac,  the  Committee  discharged  fron 

the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of      •  1  '-^j 

Midshipmen,  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afitiis 

instructed  to  inquire  concerning  provisioa     * 
for  the  instruction  of     -        •        .      •  ^:* 

Milhollend,  John,  the  Committee  of  Claims  iq- 
stmcted  to  inquire  concerning  compel* 
aation  to,  for  certain  losses     -        -  ^    *  ''- 

Military  Academy,  the   Committee  on  Xarsi 

Aflaira  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ei-       | 
pediency  of  associating  a  naval  school 

with  the *• 

Mr.  Living!iton  submitted  a  resolution  i»r  ^ 
the  increase  of  the,  laid  on  the  table     *  *  j 

Military  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed  - 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  the  above  cominittM   ■• 

Military  Establishment,  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  with  a  statement  of  the  coo* 
tin  gent  expenses  for  the,  laid  on  the 
Uble •^'* 

Military  Land  WarranU,  a  bill  te  allow  further 
time  to  locate,  reported  and  read  twice  •  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  --*'-' 

Military  Roads.     (See  Roads.) 
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AViitATj  Service,  a  bill  making  appropriations 

for  the,  reported  and  read  twice     -        -  1163 
considered         -        -        -        .  8682,  2694 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -         .  2695 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -  2696 

amendments  received        ....  2759 

concurred  in 2760 

a  bill  making  further  appropriation  for  the, 
reported  and  read  twice        ...  1203 

tJebaied 1591,  i6i6 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -         -        -  1618 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1620 

a  statement  of  appropriations  and  expendi- 
tures for  the,  referred     -        -        -        .  1322 
a  bill  further  to  amend  the  act  for  compen- 
sation for  property  lost  whilst  in  the,  re- 
ported and  read  twice     ...        .2153 
lilitia,  a  bill  concerning  the  distribution  of  arms 

to  the,  reported  and  read  twice        -        -  1763 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  oC  re- 
ducing the  term  of  service  of  the,  -        -  1470 
iiler,  Daniel  H.,  of  Peansylvania,  attended    -     911 
iller,  James.     \,iSee  Arkansas,) 
ims,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of, 

reported  and  read  twice  ...  958 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2488 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  2491 
amendments  received  ....  2622 
concurred  in 2629 

inifie,  Charles,  ^n  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in       -        -        -        .     957 

mU  a  communication  from  the  Director  of  the, 
giving  assays  of  certain  foreign  coin,  read 
and  referred  ......  i084 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  statements  showing  the  expenses  of 
the  laid  on  the  tsble      -        .        .        .  2683 

l»«is£ippi,  a  bill  changing  the  mode  of  survey- 
ing lands  on  any  river,  bayou,  or  water- 
course in,  and  Arkansas,  reparted  and 
read  twice     --.... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
amendments  received  and  concurred  in 
Kissippi  Land  Company,  Mr.  Tyson  present- 
ed the  memorial  oi  James  L«  Belt,  and 
others,  of  the,  referred    -        -        .        . 
s»i»sippi  and  Sabine  rivers,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  for  the  survey  of 
the  coast  along  the        -        -        .        -  1127 
(See  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers.) 
isouri,  a  bill  to  enable  claimants  to  lands  in, 
and  Arkansas,  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims,  reported  and  read  twice      -        -  1064 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2607 
read  the  third  time,  and  pafsed  .        -  2617 

amendments  received        ....  2759 
concurred  in     -----        .  2760 
Senate  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  per- 
fect locations  and  sales  of  lands  in,  read 
twice  and  referred  -        -        -        .  1665 

adverse  report  made  -        •        -        .        .  2026 
Senate  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 
in,  and  Arkansas,  derived  from  French 
and  Spanish  titles  ....  1233 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1263  | 


1807 
2479 
2480 
2712 


814 


Missouri — continued.  Page, 

bill  reported  with  amendments  -        .  1857 

laid  on  the  table 2712 

Senate  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 

district  court  in 2345 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  2396 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2457 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  2465 
Senate  bill  supplementary  for  settling  land 

claims  in  -  -  ...  .  2396 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  .  .  2431 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2505 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2765 
read  the  third  time,  and-  paaied  ...  2766 
Senate  bill  to  extinguish  Indian  claims  to 

lands  in  .--...  2696 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  2697 
reported  with  amendments  .  -  -  2710 
Senate  bill  to  complete  the  survey  of  the 

southern  and  western  boundary  of  -  .  8099 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  2700 
reported  without  amendments    -        •        ^  2710 

pasawJ 2765 

Mitchell,  Andrew,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  of,  read  and  referred       ...  1753 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1769 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2508 

read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table  -  S509 

Mitchell,  George  £.,  of  Maryland,  attended       •    793 

Mitchell,  James  S.,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -     793 

Mitchell,  James,  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -     807 

report  made,  with  a  bill  concerning  errors 

in  land  offices        .....    929 

(See  Land  Offices.) 

Mitchell,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  rem!  twice  .....  2390 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2506 
amendments  read  and  referred  -  -  .  2712 
reported  and  concurred  in  ...  2758 

Mobile,  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  Dis- 
trict Court  at,  reported  and  read  twice  «    811 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    815 
amendments  received        ....  1233 
read  and  referred       -        •        •        .        •  1263 
.  and  reported  with  an  agreement         -        -  1627 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appointing 
m  naval  officer  and  surveyor  for  the  poft  of  238$ 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afikirs  ins|rttefc- 
ed  to  make  inquiriee  respecting  the  work 
on  Dauphin  Island,  for  the  defence  of  the 
harbor  of,  and  into  the  propriety  of  con- 
tinuing the,  on  Mobile  Point  -        -        -    812 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama 
on  the  subject  of  said   fortifications,  re- 
ferred  ----..-    825 

Mr.  Owea  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of;  praying  the 
grant  of  certain  lots       ....    825 

a  bill  granting  ceftain  lots  to,  reported  a&d 
read  twice     -..••.    968 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  3602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2606 

Senate  bill  explanatory  of  mn  act  conirming 
claims  to  lots  in,  read  twice  and  referred  2491 

reported  without  amendments,  and  postpon- 
ed indefinitely 2710 
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Mofliit,  Nathaniel,  leave  giveo,  to  witkdraw  hie 
papers  ------- 

Moffitt,  John  8.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 
and  read  twice  -  -  .  -  . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  • 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  •  -  - 
amend  men  ta  received  -  .  •  • 
read  and  referred  -  .  .  -  - 
reported  and  agreed  to       -        -        •        - 

Monoogehala  River,  the  Committee  on  the  Cam- 
berland  Road  instracted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  a  bridge  over  the 
Monroe,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  isn- 

dry  inhabitants  of,  laid  on  the  table 

Montgomery,  J.  M.  C,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

reported  and  read  twice  -        •        •        • 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      •        •        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  pawed  ... 

Monument  to  Washington,  Mr.  Buchasan  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  erect  a,  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  laid  on  the  table  • 
Moore,  Alfred,  Senate  biU  for  the  benefit  of,  and 
Sterling  Orgaia,  assignees  for  Morris 
Lindsey         ...... 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

referred  to  another  committee    ... 

reported  without  amendments  ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Mooro,  Gabriel,  of  Alabama,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     ... 
Moore,  Thomas  P.,  of  Kentucky,  attended 
Moreau,  Ceiestin,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  - 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        .        .        • 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Morgan,  Jane.     (See  Venable,  Sarah.) 
Morgan,  John  J.,  of  New  York,  attended  - 
Morris,  Richard  6.,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  read  and  agreed  to  - 
Myotte,  Jacques,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  Francois 
Charpentne,  Jean  Bapttste  Laducier,  and 
reported  and  read  twice        ... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ... 

postponed  indefinitely        .        '.        .        . 

N. 

Napier,  a  bfll  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of, 

Rapleye,  Petray,  and  Viel      - 

read  twice        --.-.. 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        . 

National  Armory.    (Bee  Armory.) 
Naturalisation,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
instructed  to  inquire  respecting  the  alter- 
ation of  the  laws  respecting  ... 

Mr.  Cassedy  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry aliens  of  New  Jersey,  praying  the  re 
vision  of  the  laws  of      -        •        - 

Mr.  Morgan  presented  a  petition  of  aliens 
in  New  York,  respecting 

Mr.  Livingston  presented  the  petition  of 
aliens  in  Louisiana,  praying  a  revision  of 
tho  laws  respecting,  referred  - 

Mr.  Cttthbert,  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Georgia,  praying  re 
vision  of  the  laws  of,  referred 
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the  committee  discharged  from  said  pctitioa  !cr 

bill  from  the  Senate  respecting  an  aniforjn 

rule  of  -        -         -         -         -         - 

read  twice,  and  referred     -         .         . 

reported  without  amendment 

passed       ....         .         - 

Naval  Afiairs,  the  Committee  on,  appointed 
Naval  Establishment,  so  much  of  the  Presidest's 
Message  as  relates  to  organixation  of  ths, 
and  suppression  of  piracy,  referred 
a  bill  to  organize  and  fix  the,  reported  aaj 
read  twice     -        -         -         -         .        -  lS^ 

Naval  Peace  Establishment,  Mr.  Fuller  aabaiit» 
ted  a  resolution  requesting  the  Presideat 
to  communicate  a  plan  lor  Lbc,  laid  on 
the  table        -        -        -        -        .       .  jr 
agreed  to  --.-..^ 

a  Meittage  in  reply,  tranamittiDg  a  plan  for  the  1^: 
referred     -        -        -         -         -         .-ItK 

NavarretDttO  de,  the  Speaker  preaented  a  memo- 
rial of,  representing  himself  as  heir  to  the 
French  throne,  laid  on  the  table     -        -  fSSi 

Navy,  Mr.  Mercer,  presented  a  resoiotion  calling 

for  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  -        •   $:: 

agreed  to  -.----^3I 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  reply  Ukl 
the  committee  on  Naval  Affairs  instroctfd 
to  inquire  concerning  a  change  is  the 
mode  of  compensating  oiEcers  of  the        \% 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  I2v 
debated 1875,  li^ 


812 


-  1083 

B 

.  1428 


-  1628 


.  1619 


ordered  to  the  third  reading 

the  third  reading  suspended  on  accooat  ef 

an  error  in  the  engrocemeDt 
passed  -  -  -  .  «  -  - 
amendments  received  «... 
referred  ...  -  ... 
reported  -  -  .  -  ... 
debated  ....  .  -  . 
a  partial  agreement  ..... 
a  conference  requested  and  tho  committee 

appointed      ...         ... 

their  report  laid  on  the  table 

concurred  in     -        -         -         ... 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  with  a  statemea; 

of  contracts  for  the,  laid  on  the  table 
a  letter  from  the  same  with  a  statemeot  of 

eipenditures  and  appropriations  lor  the, 

laid  on  the  table     ..... 

Mr.  Whittlesey  submitted  a  resolution  caU- 
ing  for  a  atatement  of  the  money  speBtfw 
timber  for  the        .        .         .        .       . 

agreed  to-        -        -         -         -         -• 

a  message  with  a  report  in  reply,  laid  oa 
the  table        -        .        -         .        .       . 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing  the  expenditure  of  two  hundred  sod 
twenty  thousand  dollars  appropriated  Isst 
session  for  the        .        .         .        .       . 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  that  persoo* 
engaged  in  the,  be  ezempted  from  militia 
duty,  except  in  certain  cases  .        .       . 

Navy  Agents.     (See  Prize  Mont^J) 
Navy  Department,  the  Committee  on  axpcndi- 
tures  in  the,  appointed   •        .        .       • 
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i-y  DepartmeDt-- coolinued.  Page. 

the  annual  report  of  the  n«ine$  and  aalarie* 

of  clerks  in  the,  laid  on  the  table    - 
the  committee  instructed  to  report  speciallj 
touching  contingent  expenses  in  the 
wy  Hospitals,  Mr.  Toralinson  aubmitted  a  re- 
solution calling  for  information  reapect- 
ing  the  sums  received  and  expanded  for  z,  1066 
agreed  to  -        -         -         -         -         -         - 

a  report  in  reply,  read  and  referred    • 

the  export  in  full      -        -        -        -        - 

the  committee  instructed  respecting  the  re- 

peal  of  the  act  concerning 
Senate  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  eatablish- 
ing,  read  twice,  and  referred  .        -        - 
reported  without  amendment     .        .        - 

vj  Penaiona.     (See  Peneiofu.) 

sy  Yard,  Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion reapecting  a,  either  at  Beaufort  or 
Charleston,  laid  on  the  table 

ale,  Raphael,  of  Maryland,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  biH  for  the  anrreya  of 
roada  and  canals   -        -        -        -        .  1424 
tson,  Jeremiah,  of  Maasachttsetta,  attended  •     793 
w  Bedford,  Mr.  Baylies  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  eitizens  of,  respecting  the  sperma- 
ceti whale  fisheries,  referred  -        .   ■     - 
the  memorial  ordered  to  be  printed    - 

iw  Castle,  Mr.  McLane  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  inhabitanta  of,  praying  belter  secu- 
rity of  their  harbor        ... 
other  memorials  respecting  the  harbor  of, 
referred 1788,  2430 

iw  Hampehire,  the  Committee  on  MiHtaiy  Af- 
fairs inatructed  to  inquire  respeeting  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  of,  for  militia 
servicea  ---..- 

ew  Orleana,  the  Committee  directed  to  report 
concerning  a  more  direct  route  between, 
and  the  City  of  Washington 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  instructed 
to  inquire  reapecting  the  expcoiency  of 
vesting  in,  all  right  to  streeta,  squares, 
dec,  therein  - 1765 

iwport,  Senate  l>ill  for  the  relief  of  the  Mer- 

chanu*  Bank  of,  read  twice  and  referred  1292 
an  adverse  report  made      ....  1429 
twspapers,  the  Clerk  directed   to  supply  the 
members  with        ..... 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices,  dbc,  in- 
structed to  inquire  reapecting  the  traaa- 
portation  of,  dtc.    ..... 

:wton,  Thomaa,  of  Virginia,  attended    • 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Breek's  reaolutien  call- 
ing ibr  information  reapecting  commerce 
with  Greece 870 

iw  York,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  for  the  organiza 
tion  of  the  courts  in       -        •        • 

iQifflO,  William  P.,  a  bill  for.  the  i«Iief  o(  re- 
ported and  read    -        -        -        - 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  the  table  - 
debated  and  passed  ..... 
arrit,  James,  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  dec., 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  certain  allowance  to  the  widow  of  -  2237 
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North  Carolina,  the  Speaker  preaented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of,  in  relation 
to  certain  land  claims     ....  1732 
referred 1733 
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O'Brien,  Jeremiah,  of  Maine,  attended 
Officers  of  Congress,  Senate  bill  to  revive  the 
act  to  6x  the  compensation  of  the 

read  twice,  and  referred    .... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

read  the  thirji  time,  and  passed  .        .        - 

Officers  of  Customs,  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  amending  the  act  respecting 
the  compensation  of,  dec. 

Ogden,  Thomaa  S.,  and  others,  a  hill  for  the  re- 
lief of»  reported  and  read  twice 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Ohio,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  al- 
tering the  times  of  holding  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  in     •        -        - 

Senate  bill  to  change  the  terms  of  the  courts 
in  Kentucky  and,  read  twice  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  provision  necessary  to  secure  the 
three  per  cent,  from  the  sale  of  lands  io» 
to  said  State  ..... 

agreed  to,  and  referred      .... 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  respectiog  the  three  per  cenU 
fund  reserved  from  the  sale  of  lands,  re- 
ferred  --..--• 

the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dividing, 
into  two  districts  .        -        -        . 

Mr.  Sloane  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  upon  the  subject  of  li^nds 
set  apart  for  sdiools  in  that  State,  referred 

a  bill  to  aell  and  convey  certain  lands,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    «... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        . 

postponed  until  next  aesaion      .        .        • 

a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting  relief  to  pur- 
chasers of  lands  located  under  Virginia 
military  warranta  between  Ludlow's  and 
Roberta'  line  in    -        -        -         •        - 

a  bill  reported  and  read  twice    -        -        - 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of,  respecting  lands  located  be* 
tween  those  linea,  laid  on  the  table 

the  bill  considered    .        •        .        •         - 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       •        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        . 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  a  Message  from  the 
President  with  a  report  of  the  survey  of 
the,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals  ---.-- 
referred  to  a  select  committee  .  -  • 
a  detailed  report  made,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  to  asaist  Ohio  and  Kentucky  to  open 
a  canal  around  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river, 
read  twice     .        -        -        -        - 
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Ohio  and  Miuissippi  RtTen-^eontinQed.  Page, 

a  bill  to  improTe  the  navigation  of  the,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        .        >        .  1702 
the  report  in  full        -----  1703 
the  bill  considered     ...  2558,  2578 

amended  by  adding  the  Missouri  river         -  2578 

laid  on  the  table 2584 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        .        .  2588 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  2596 
amendments  received  and  agreed  to        -  2694 
Opelousas,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
empowering  the  Register  at,  to  complete 
a  certain  report      -----  1461 
the  committee  directed  to  authorise  the  pres- 
ent Register  at,  to  complete  all  the  busi- 
ness left'unfinished  by  his  predecessor    -  1503 
Ordnance  Department,  a  motion  to  refer  to  a  se- 
lect committee  a  message  received  last 
session  respecting  the,  debated       -        -     905 

referred 908 

Orgain,  Sterling.    (8ee  Moore,  Alfred.) 
Orleaos  Navigation  Company,  a  bill  disappro- 
ving in  part  an  act  incorporating  the,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        -        .  2236 
Otage  Indians,  a  bill  to  provide  an  agent  for  the, 

reported  and  read  twice        -        .        .  I099 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -        •        .2171 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2213 
Ottramare,  J.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  rend  twice      -        -        >        -        -  1551 

considered 2498 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  .  .  -  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  2510 
amendments  received        -        .        .        -  2631 

read  and  referred 2632 

reported  and  diaagreed  to  -        >        -        -  2665 
Overton,  Samuel  R.     (See  West  Florida.) 
Owen,  George  W.,  of  Alabama,  attended  -        -    798 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -        1526,  1550, 

1586,  1('60 
speech  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 
election         - 1844 

P. 

Partridge's  Military  Academy,  Mr.  Buck  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  respecting  the  issue 
of  ammunition  to  -        -        -        -        -    877 

agreed  to,  and  referred      •        -        -        -    878 
a  bill  to  authorise  the  iasoe  of  ammunition 

to,  reported  and  read  twice  -        .        -  1734 
a  detailed  report  in  full     -        -        -        -  1733 

a  memorial  Irom  Captain  Partridge,  read 
and  referred  ------  1873 

Patent  Office,  Senate  bill  relative  to  the,  and  to 
the  salary  of  the  Superintendent,  read 
twice  and  referred  -        -        .        -  2607 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  2629 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      .        .        -  8695 
Patents  and  Patentees,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  instructed  to  inquire  concern- 
ing jurisdiction  in  cases  arising  under 
the  act  respecting  -        -        -        .        -    808 

a  report  made 832 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  costs  iu  certain 
cases    -------    809 

a  bill  for  that  purpose,  reported  and  read 

twice 867 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    894 


Patents  and  Patentees — continaed.  Pifr 

bill  read  the  third  time        •         -  •       .  9ei 

recommitted      -        -         -         -  •       •  SK> 

reported  with  amend  men  ta         -  -       •  S83 

again  recommitted     >        -         -  •       •  S?; 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Sute  with  & 

list  of  the  patentees  for  the  ia^t  year, 

laid  on  the  table    •         -         -  -        .  SU 

Patterson,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended  -  -  -  tSt 
Patterson,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  713 
Paulas,  Barbara,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      .        -         -         .        .  ]f$4 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed         -        -  \^ 
**  Pea  Patch,"  Mr.  Cocke  sobmittetl  a  reaolotioc 
calling  for  information  respecting  anit* 
(or  recovery  of  the  -         -         -        -IS! 

adopted    -        ...        -         •        .  \%Q 
a  message  in  reply  laid  on  the  table        -  I5Ti 
Pembina,  Mr.  Rankin  presented  a  petition   of 

the  inhabitants  of,  referred     -         -        -843 
the  committee  discharged           -        -        -    S87 
Pcndergrass,  Thomas,  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land   Claima  instructed  to  ioqoire 
into  the  expedient  of  granting  bouDij 
land  to 811 

Pcnsacola,  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiun 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  fortifying  the  harbor  of      -        -       ^    §11 

the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  in- 

stracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

opening  a  road  from,  to  St.  Aagustine    -    813 

the  Committee  on   Post  Offices,  dec  in- 

stmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

repealing  the  law  eatabliahidg  a  poat  raiiie 

'  from,  to  St.  Angostine  -        ...    833 

the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  inatmded 

to  inquire  respecting  a  naval  depot  at      -    847 
a  bill  to  allow  a  salary  to  the  Collector  o£ 
and  to  abolish  the  office  of  surveyor,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        -        -  1163 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  2695 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  269S 
a  bill  granting  certain  lots  to  St.  Aagustine 
and,  reported  and  read  twice  •         -        *  1733 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  to  alter  the  jadicial  districu 

of,  reported  March,  1822,  referred  -        •    SIS 
a  bill  to  alter  the  jadicial  districts  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       -----    939 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -  2481 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         .        -  2487 
the  Speaker  presented  a  reaolatioa  of  the 
Legialature  of,  approving  the  declaration 
of  the  Preaident  in  favor  of  liberty  in  the 
Weatern  Hemisphere,  laid  on  the  table  -  2509 

Pensioners,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

transmitting  a  statement  of  the  nomber  of 

Revolutionary,  laid  on  the  table      -        -797 

Mr.  Randolph  presented  the  petition  of  a 

number  of,  aasembled  at  Washington,  re* 

ferred    - SH 

a  bill  concerning  invalid,  conaidered  -  •  i66& 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  >  -  ~  '^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  -        -  19S4 

amendments  received  and  referred     •        -  246S 

reported SSflS 

conaidered        •        -        -  2543,  2631, 26S 

Mr.  Sibley  submitted  a  rceolution  reelecting 
Revolutionary,  read  and  rejected    -        .  17<3 
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Penuons, «  Committee  on,  and  Revolutionary 

Clairoi,  appointed  ....    798 

the  sniiject  of  ReTolutionary,  referred  to  a 
aeleet  committee    -        -        .        .        .    800 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  as  to  the 
income  which  ahall  disqualify  for  receiv- 
ing         887 

a  report  made   ---...    989 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  repect- 
ing  an  alteration  of  the  time  for  payment  of  1664 

the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continu- 
ing, to  the  widow*  and  orphans  of  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines     ....     807 

a  bill  to  continue  said,  to  widows  and  or- 
phans, reported  and  read  twice       -        -     846 

debated 880 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  883 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     887 

amendments  received  -  .  .  .  1043 
read  and  referred  >  -  .  .  .  1066 
reported  and  concurred  in  •        .        .  noo 

Mr.  Isacka  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  extension  of,  to  widows,  d&c., 
of  officers  and  privates  in  the  Army,  laid 

on  the  table 988 

agreed  to 1487 

Benate  bill  granting,  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  those  slain  in  private  armed  ves- 
sels, read  twice,  and  referred  -        .        .  1A04 
reported  with  amendments         ...  i960 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  >        .        .  1962 

a  bill  concerning  the  allowance  of,  upon  the 
relinquishment  of  bounty  lands  reported 
and  read  twice 2430 

a  bill  to  revive  and  extend  oertain,  reported 
and  read  twice      .....  3606 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2617 

Perley,  Frederick,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1866 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2600 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        -  2604 
Perry,  John,  the  committee  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  placing,  on  the 
pension  list  •-....  1676 

Perry,  Oliver  H.,  Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  a 
resolution  respecting  a  pension  for  the 
mother  of-        -        .«.        .        -     802 

agreed  to- 803 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  mother  of, 
reported,  and  read  ....     832 

considered 966 

recommitted     -.••-.    986 
Petersburg.     (See  Vuieh,) 

Pew,  William,  Mr.  Stewart  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  pension       ...    803 

Piatt,  John  H.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  admin- 
istrator of,  reported  and  read  twice        -    960 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2488 
read  the  third  time,  and  debated        -        -  2491 

passed 2493 

Pierpont,  John,  the  committee  instructed  to  place, 

on  the  pension  list         ....  1808 
Piracy,  a  report  in  full  on  the  subject  of,  in  the 

West  Indiee 2666 

Plamer,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended      -    798 
'   Plamer,  William,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended    7M 

18ih  Con.  1st  Sb8o.^E 
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Poinsett,  Joel  R.,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  -    798 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  re- 
specting Greece     -        -        -        -        •919 
speech  of,  on  the  Greek  cause    -        •        -  1 104 
on  the  Tariff' bill 2237 

Point  Coupee,  a  bill  granting  a  tract  of  land  to 
the   inhabitants   of,  reported   and   read 

twice 1768 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2606 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2696 

Pollard,  Captain,  the  petition  of.  Blue  Eyes  and 
Jim  Robinson,  Seneca  Indians,  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole    -        -        -  1042 

Porter,  Abner,  the  Committee  of  Penaions  in- 
structed to  provide  for  the  heirs  of  -        •     943 

Ports  of  Delivery,  a  bill  to  establish  Bowdoin« 
ham,  Troy  and  Fairport  as,  reported,  and 
read  twice    .-.--.  2676 
ordered  to  the  thhrd  reading       •        ...  2694 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  269d 

Port  of  Entry,  the  Committee  on  Commerce  in- 
stmcted  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieney  of 
establishing  Femandina  ae  a  -        -     087 

Post  Office  Department,  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
penditures in  the,  appointed  ...     799 
BO  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  eon- 

cerns  the,  referred  ...        -     BOO 

Mr.  Gazlay  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing defalcations  in  the  -        -        -        -     8 1 8 
modified,  and  agreed  to-        -        -        -816 
report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table        -        -  2212 
Mr.  Allen  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 
certain  details  of  the,  for  the  last  three 

years 833 

agreed  to 837 

report  in  reply,  laid  on  the  table        -        -  2681 
Mr.  Storrs  submitted  n  resolution  calling 

for  information  res|>ecting  postage  -        -    811 
report  on  that  subject  laid  on  the  table       -  1676. 
a  report  from  the  Postmaster  General  in  re- 
lation to  deputy  postmasters,  their  duties, 

dbc,  in  full 1216 

referred    -        - 1264 

a  bill  to  roduce  into  one  the  several  acts  to 
establiah  the,  reported,  and  read  twice     -  1429 

debated 2544,2649 

laid  on  the  Uble 2662 

a  communication  from  the,  with  a  statement 
of  contracts  .-•--.  2656 

Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  the  Committee  on, 

appointed      -----.    798 
Mr.  Allen  submitted  a  resolution  ealling  for 
a  list  of  distributing  offices,  the  duties  re- 
quired therein,  &,c,        -        -        -        -831 
agreed  to  ,       -        -        -        •        -        -     88S 
reply  received  -----.    876 
read  and  referred       -        ...        -    876 
the  commivtee  instructed  to  inquire  respect- 
ing a  route   from  Eddyviile   to  Parii, 
Tennessee    ---•-.   1332 

committee  instructed  to  inquire  respecting 
a  route  from  St.  Albans  to  Berkshire, 
Vermont 1429 

the  committee  instructed  respecting  a  route 
from  Galliopolis  to  Burlington        -        -  1429 

oommittee  instructed  respecting  a  route 
from  Raleigh  to  Haywood  .  1430 
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Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads — continued,  Psge. 

committee    instructed    respecting   a  route 

from  Preston  to  Smithfield,  Virginia      -  1463 
committee  instructed   respecting    a  route 
from  the  Creek  Agency  to  the  seat  of 
government  in  Florida  -        .        -        .  1664 
Mr.  Long  submitted  a  resolution  calling  for 

information  respecting  post  routes  -        -  2467 
modified,  and  laid  on  the  table  -        .        .  2465 
a  bill  to  discontinue  certain  post  roads,  and 
to  establish  others,   reported  and  read 

twice 2163 

considered         -        -         3633,2648,2666,3676 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2677 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2683 
Postmaster  of  the  House,  a  resolution  respect- 
ing an  allowance  to  the-        -        •        -3616 
AD  order  to  allow  extra  compenoation  to  the  3710 
Powell,  Alfred  H.     (See  Contested  Etection.) 
Powell,    Dempsy,  the   Committee    of   Claims 
instructed   to  allow,   payment  fnr    two 
guns 1629 

Pre-emptioiit  a  bill  granting,  to  certain  settlers 
in  8t.  Helena  and  Jackson  Courthouse, 
reported  and  read  twice  ...  1033 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  3606 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        .  3606 
Senate   bill   granting,   to  certain  quarter 
sections  of  land  in  Alabama,  read  and  re- 

fcrred 1101 

reported  without  amendment     -        •        -  1 144 
a  bill  granting,  to  Arkansas,  reported  and 

read  twice 1343 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2479 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2696 
a  bill  granting,  to  quarter  sections  of  land 
to  each  State  and  Territory,  reported  and 
read  twice     ......  1807 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2479 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasrad  ...  2480 
the  Committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting,  in  the  purchase 
of  land  in  certain  cases  -        ...    9i6 
a  report  in  full 2481 

Presbyterian  Churches,  Mr.  Hemphill  presented 
the  memorial  of  certain,  respecting  the 
civilixstion  of  the  Indians,  referred  -        -    836 
President  of  the  United  States,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inform  the,  of  the  readiness  of 
the  House  to  receive  any  communication     796 
the  report  pf  the  committee        ...    797 
the  annual  Message  received  and  read        -    797 
a  bill  making  provision  for  a  private  secre- 
tary for  the,  reported  and  read  twice       -     876 

President  and  Vice  President,  Senate  bill  sup- 
plementary to  the   acu  relative  to  the 
election  of,  read  twice,  and  referred        -  2465 
reported  without  amendment     ...  2686 
President's  House.     (See  Public  Buildings*) 
Presque  Isle,  Mr.  Farrelly  presented  several  pe- 
titions respecting  obstructions  in  the  har- 
bor of,  referred       .....    800 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  deepening 
the  channel  of,  and  for  repairing  Ply- 
mouth Beach,  reported  and  read  twice    -  2606 

considered 2604 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2606 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        .  2606 

Prince,  William,  of  Indiana,  attended      -        -    797 


P»|. 
Private  Land    Claims,    a    comnuttee  on,  ap' 

pointed  -         -         -         -         -       -   7S^ 

Private  Secretary.    (See  President  of  the  Vai- 

ted  States,) 
Prize  Money,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  rennlntisn 
calling  for  information  as  to  tks  amoaat 
of,  refunded  to  Government  by  the  agents  D'l^ 

agreed  to ta\ 

a  message  with  a  report  in  repiy*  laid  oa 

the  table U^l 

Provident  Association  of  Clerks,  a  bill  mmenda- 
tory  to  the  act  to  incorporate  thie,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  -        •        -        -       -  1ST5 
Public  Accounts.    (See  Accounts.) 
Public  Buildings,  the  committee  on  ezpenditurei 

in  the,  appointed    -        •        -         -        -    7)^ 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    <-         -         -        •  14$: 
a  report  on  the  expenditure  of  money  appro- 
priated for  the,  laid  on  the  table      •        -  331' 
Mr.  Conner  aubmitted  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  respecting  the  diobnrse- 
ment  of  a  sum  of  money  appropriated  for 
.  supplying  the   President'a    House  and, 
with  water,  6lc.     .....  2S£ 

agreed  to  -.-.-.  ^li 

a  report  in  reply        .....  34^9 

Public  Debt,  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  revenue  and,  refier- 
red  -----..  $x 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana  in- 
structed to  inquire  respecting  thai  portioa 
of  the,  which  will  be  reimbursable  Janu- 
ary, 1825 sr 

Public  Expenditures,   the   Committee  on,   ap- 
pointed ......    7f* 

Public  Lands,  the  Committee  on,  appointed     •    T?? 

(See  Lands,) 
Public  Money,  Senate  bill   to  provide  for  the 

better  security  of  -        -        -        -        -  W 

read  twice,  and  referred     .        .        •        .  HTt 
reported  without  amendment     .        .        -  231' 
Public  Officers,  Senate  bill  to  secure  the  accoan- 

tability  uf,  read  twice  and  referred  -        -  IIT 
reported  with  amendment  -        -        -  ;€!:" 

Purchasers  of  Pablic  Lands,  the  Committee  oc 
Public  Lands  instructed  to  inquire  re- 
specting ^e  continuance  of  the  act  for 

the  relief  of ^1 

a  report  made   --....    9^ 

recommitted      ......  itSi 

a  bill  for  the  extinguishment  of  debt  due  by 

the,  reported  and  read  twice   .        .        -  lOS 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2t^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  t6^- 

Senate  bill  explanatory  of  aaid  act,  read 

twice  and  referred  ....  379C 

reported  without  amendment  ...  27h 
ordered  to  the  third  reading*  ...  27f~ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  ^^' 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  TteasBiy 

showing  the  amount  due  by  -        -  K^' 

a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Office  respecting  the  constroctien  given 
to  the  act  for  the  relief  of,  referred  •  1^ 

Senate  bill  for  the  collection  of  debt  doe  by, 

read  twice  and  referred  ...  SlTt 

reported  without  amendment     - 
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796 

797 
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Q.  Page*  I 

Quartermuter*,  the  ComoriltM  on  MiKtiiry  Af- 
fftin  intftroctad  to  iaqutro  into  tbc  expo- 
ditiMj  of  ftn  additiooal  namber  of  - 
Qoorum,  tbe  proMnee  of  a       • 

notifieatioo  of  tho  prtioiice  of  «,  in  the  Sea- 
ate        

R. 

Randolph,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended 

remarka  of,  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mra. 

Perry 

on    Mr.   Web«ter*8    reaolution   respecting 

Greece  .        .        :        .        .   m,  uu 

ipeech  of,  on  the  same       -        •        -        -U8l 
•peech  of,  on  the  surTeya  of  rouda  and  canala  1296 
remarka  of»  on  the  Tariff  hill       1480,  2315,  2330 
apeech  of,  on  the  aame       ....  2367 
appendix  to  aaid  apeech     •        .        -        -  2379 
remarka  of,  on  adjournment       ...  1874 
on  the  addreaa  of  Ninian  Edwarda       2472,  2475 
Rankin,  Mr.,  of  Maaaachuaetta,  remarka  of,  on 
Mr.  Cook'a  reeolotion  raapecting  the  ad- 
juatment  of  land  claima  -      875,  883,  885 

remarka  of,  on  the  Greek  cauae  -        -  1158 

apeech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -        -  2008 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  to  open  a  canal  be- 
tween the  Wabaah  and  Miami 
Real  Eatate,  Mr.  Tracy  aubmitted  a  reaolution 
calling  for  information  in  relation  to,  pur- 
chaacd  by  the  United  Statea  ... 
read  and  laid  on  the  table  ... 

taken  ap  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        - 
a  report  in  reply  laid  on  the  table 
Mr.  Warfield  aubmitted  a  reaolution  calling 

for  a  atatement  of  the  purchaaea  Of 
modified  and  agreed  to      -        - 
Receaa,  a  reaolution  for  daily,  reported,  debated, 

and  adopted 

reacinded  - 

Reed,  John,  of  Maaaachnaetta,  attended    • 

remarka  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     .        .        - 
apeech  of,  on  the  aame      .... 

Regiatera  and  Receivera,  Mr.  Owen  aubmitted  a 
reaolution  calling  for  information  reapect- 
ing  compenaation  to       -        -        -        - 

agreed  to- 

a  report  in  reply,  referred  -        .        *        • 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  TreaaAry, 
with  aundry  atatementa  in  relation  to,  re- 
ferred   ------- 

other  information  on  the  aame  eubject,  re- 
ferred ------- 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 
twice    ------- 

llentrope,  J.,  of  Kentucky,  a  bill  to  repay,  for 
ianda  erroneonaly  aold,  reported  and  read 

twice 1322 

Revenue  and  Public  Debt.     (See  Pubiie  DM. ) 

Revieal  and  Unfiniabed  Buaineaa,  the  oonmittee 

on,  appointed        ..... 

tevolattonary  8oldiera,Mr.  Cuebman  aubmitted 
a  reaolution  to  extend  penetona  to  all  aur- 
viving  ------- 

laid  on  the  table        .        •        .        .        - 

Mr.  McKean  preaented  aundry  memoriala 

in  relation  to  penaiona  for  all,  laid  on  the 

Uble 2430, 

(See  Pendant.) 
teynoldsi  Jamee  B.,  of  TeimeMee,  attended      •    794 


-  793 


1761 
2600 
2604 


2503 


-  2585 


1292 
1322 
1487 
1757 

2171 
2288 

2488 
2494 
793 
1867 
1880 


1460 
1470 
1665 


1462 


1462 


2606 


799 


2295 
2295 


2686 


Pege. 
Rieh,  Charlea,  of  Vrtnont,  attended  ...    793 
remarka  of,   on   hia  reaolution  reapecting 

trade  with  ihe  Indiana  ...    996 

on  hia  reaolution  to  amend  the  Rnlea         -  1179 

on  the  Greek  cauae  -        -        .        .        .  1213 

Siehard,  Gabriel,  of  Miehigan,  attended  -         -    803 

(See  Contested  EleelUm.) 
Richarda,  John,  of  New  York,  attended  - 
Richardaon,  Landie,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Rfehmond.    (See  Veesels.) 
Riddick,  Thomaa  F.,  Mr,  Scott  preaented  the 
memorial  of,  agent  for  the  Bank  of  Mia- 
aouri,  referred       .        .        .        -        • 
Rio  Hondo  and  Sabine  ri^re.    (See  Lomtiana,) 
Riat,  Samael,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice 1322 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        •        •  2497 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -  9606 

Rivea,  WilKam  C,  of  Virginia,  attended  -  -  806 

apeech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  aurreya  of  roada 

and  canala  .--•--  1344 
remarka  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to 

the  Appropriation  bill    .        -        •        • 

Head,  a  bill  for  making  a,  from  Mempbia  to  Lit- 
tle Rock,  reported  and  read   -        -        - 
onlered  to  the  third  reading       ... 
read  the,  third  time,  and  conaidered   - 
recommitted      ....-• 
reported  wiih  amendmenta        .        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
the  committee  inatructed  to  inquire  reapect- 
ing a,  from  Penaacola  to  St.  Auguatine, 
and  from  St.  Marka  to  Cape  Sable 
Mr.  Vance  aubmitted  a  reaolution  reapecting 
a,  from  Detroit  to  the  Ohio  State  line, 

laid  on  the  table 986 

modified  and  agreed  to      -        -        -        -  1232 
a  bill  opening  a,  from  Miami  to  Detroit,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        .        -  1487 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2676 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed          -        -  2682 
a  reaolution  of  the  Legialatura  of  Indiana 
praying  the    continuation  of  the,  from 
Wheeling  to  the  Miaaiaaippi  river,  referred  1319 
a  bill  for  opening  a,  from  Wheeling  to  the 
aeat  of  government  in  Miaaouri,  reported 
and  read  twice      .        .        -        - 
Senate  bill  for  a  military,  from  Fort  St.  Phi- 
lip 10  Johnaon'a  Plantation    -        -        - 
referred    .---.-• 
reported  without  amendment     -        - 
the  committee  inatructed  to  inquire  reapect- 
ing a,  from  Detroit  to  Chicago 
a  bill  for  making  aaid,  reported  and  read 
twice 2490 

Roada  and  Canala,  the  aubject  of,  referred  to  a 

aelect  committee  -  .  -  •  -  808 
a  bill  to  provide  for  aurveya  and  eatimatea 

of,  reported  and  read  twice     -        -      %•  830 

conaidered 990,  1006 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  1041 

a  copy  of  the  bill 1042 

the  bill  laid  on  the  table     -        -        -        -  1043 

taken  up 1053 

recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  1063 


1947 

876 
918 
937 
939 
939 
943 


812 


-  1486 

1503 
1504 
1667 


1733 
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Roadt  and  Canak— continued.  Page, 

eonaideied      1S17»  1S83,  1364,  1396,  1834,  1844, 

1371,  1899,  1430,  1462 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiaed  •        •        -  1471 
Bobbins,  Brintnel,  a  bill  for  tke  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....    848 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    877 
read  the  third  time,  and  paraed  ...    887 
Robertson,  lea,  the  Committee  of  Claims  instraet- 
ed  to  inquire  respecting  eompensation  to, 
Joseph  Uosson,  and  Robert  Tolar  -        •  1676 
an  adverse  report  laid  on  the  table     -        -  1680 
Robinson,  Thomas,  t^enate  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of 3699 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        .        .  3700 

reported 3758 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2759 

Roderick,  Anthony.     (8ee  Goldsmith^  Marru.) 

Rogers,  Thomas  i.,  of  Penasyhsnia,  attended  -    798 

letter  of  resignation  from,  laid  on  the  table  2610 

Rose,  Robert  R.,  of  New  York,  attended  -        -    793 

Rooa,  Thomas  R.,  of  Ohio,  aUended  -        -        -     797 

remsrks  of,  on  his  resolution  for  a  Delegate 

from  the  District  of  Columbia         -        .  1504 

en  the  Tariff  bill 1696 

Rosson,  Joseph.    (See  Rubertion,  lea.) 
Rucker,  Elliot,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  iSQg 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2497 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  2600 
Rules,  the  Orders  and,  of  last  session  adopted 

until  a  revision  -  -  .  «.  .  796 
Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  resolution  to  amend 

the  thirteenth  standing  rule  ...  943 
Mr.  Allen  moved  to  rescind  the  eighty-fourth 

rule 1693 

agreed  to 1906 

Mr.  Rich  submitted  a  rule  respecting  peti- 
tions on  the  Clerk's  Uble       -        .        -     987 
considered  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -  1318 
Mr.  Cook  submitted  certain  amendments  to 

the 1178 

referred 1179 

reported  with  amendments        ...  1703 
Mr. Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution  to  expunge 
the  thirty-first  rule         ....  1769 

debated 1776 

the  role  amended 1777 

Mr.  Condict  submitted  an  amendment  to 

the,  respecting  engrossed  bills  .  *  2494 
laid  on  the  table 2495 

8. 

8alem  Laboratory  Company,  Mr.  Crowninshield 

presented  the  memorial  of  Directors  of  the     842 

8alt,  instructions  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  respecting  a  repeal  of  the  act  lay- 
ing duty  on,  imported    ...   827,  1065 

Salt  Springe,  a  Mesasge  from  the  President  trans- 
mitting information  heretofore  requested 
by  the  House  in  relation  to,  lead  and  cop- 
per mines      ......  i960 

Bandford.  James  T.,  of  Tennessee,  attended      .    791 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -        .        -  1646 

Saunders,  Romulus  M.,  of  North  Carolina,  at- 
tended .------    794 

Scott,  Alexander,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice  and  referred  ....  3631 
reported  without  amendment  ...  3681 
read  the  third  time,  and  puscd  •        -        -  3713 


Pige. 
Scott,  Hcetor.     (See  JLemoB,  JameB,) 
Scott,  Joho,  of  Miasoari,  attended     -        .       .  7M 
Seamen.     (See  Skk  and  DUabied  Seamum.) 
Seminole  War,  Senate  bill  eaplmnAlory  of  ths 
act  for  the  relief  of  peramis  sogafed  ia 

the IIM 

read  and  referred      .....  UU 

reported  without  amendment     -         -       -  IISI 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  nil 
Mr.  Cocke  presented  a  rcaolation  of  the  Le- 
gislature  of  Teonesaee   reopcctang  pro- 
perty lost  in  the,  referred         ...  1131 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  Thomas  Dunn  appointed    -   1% 
Shaeffer,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       -        -         -         «       -   SJ6 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        .         -       .   83d 
considered         -        -        -         -         -       -   887 

rejected    ....         .         ..80 

Shakers,  an  adverse  report  made  00  the  petition 

of  the  Society  of 15S5 

Sharpe,  Peter,  of  New  York,  attended       -       -   TA 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -         -  1666, 1669 
Shattuck,  Jared,  Mr.  Farrelly  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -        -         -         -       .   810 
Shepherd,  Moses,  a  report  in  &Tor  of  the  claim 

of,  considered .       -         -         -         -        -  S6K 

adopted    ....         -         --J63I 

Shields,  Thomas,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of   -  2^ 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  2431 

reported  without  amendment    .         .        -  SMi 

laid  on  the  table        .....  25X 

Sibley,  Jonas,  of  Massachuaetts,  attended         -    7S3 

Sibley,  Solomon,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  repoited 

and  read  twice  ....  -  ITW 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  351O 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  SSOi 

Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  Mr.  McKim  sobmit- 
ted  a  resolution  respecting,  laid  on  the 

table »1 

adopted    .....         -.805 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  rela- 
tion to,  laid  on  the  table        -         .       .   871 
referred     -----         ..887 
a  bill  to  provide  for,  reported  and  read  twice  17M 

Sinking  Fund,  the  report  of  the  Comnuasaoner 

of  the,  laid  on  the  table  ...  1399 

Skinner,  Icbabod  Lord,  Senate  bill  for  the  le- 

Uefof -        .5345 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  S396 
reported  without  amendment     ...  S4S7 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  S5(^ 
read  the  third  timot  and  paeaed  ...  351Q 
Slavery,  Mr.  Brack  presented  a  petition  frooa  the 
**  Pennsylvania  Society  "  praying  the  ab- 
olition of,  referred  -        -        -        .  I7i$ 
the  committee  discharged  ....  1793 
the  petition  laid  on  the  table      ...  1791 

Slave  Trade,*ao  much  of  the  Preaident'a  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the  African,  refened  10 
a  Koiect  committee  -  .  .  .  890 
Mr.  Mercer  submitted  a  resolntion  calling 
for  information  respecting  negotiations 
with  foreign  Governments  in  relation  to 

the iS04 

a  message  in  reply,  received      -        -        -  ISW 

referred -  SOiO 

a  resolution  from  the  Legialatare  of  Ohio 
respecting  the  abolition  of  the,  relfnad  *  1^ 
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Slave  Trade— continued.  Page. 

the  oommittee  diieharged  and  the  leaolntion 
laid  on  the  Uble 1460 

4he  committee  on  the  anpprea«ion  of  the, 
instructed  to  inqaire  into  the  expediepey 
of  amending  the  exieting  laws  for  the  ab- 
olition of  the  trade        ....  1808 

a  bill  respecting  the,  reported  and  read  twice  2397 

a  copy  of  the  bill      .        •        •        •        .  2397 

Bloane,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended       ...    794 
Sloops  of  War,  Mr.  Poinaett  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  additional        ...    880 
agreed  to--.-...     831 
a  bill  to  authorise  the  building  of  ten  ad- 

lional,  reported  and  read  twice        -        -  1100 
Senate  bill  for  additional,  read  twice  and 

referred 1471 

reported  without  amendment   ...  1508 
Slough,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      .....  ]96l 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2501 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        -  2506 

8mith»  Arthur,  of  Virginia,  attended        •        •    794 

speech  of,  on  the  Greek  cause   ...  1204 

Smith,  Joseph,  a  biU  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       ...        .        ..1291 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2496 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  2500 

Smith,  I<foab.  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  -        -  1857 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1870 

reported  with  amendments  ...  1893 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2508 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  2508 
Smith,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended  -  -  794 
speech  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  contested 
election 1826 

Smyth,  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  attended  •        -    794 
apeach  of,  on  the  hill  for  the  aurveys  of 

roads  and  canals   .        .        •        -        .  1399 
remarks  off  on  the  resolution  for  adjourn- 
ment      2666 

Snow,  Elisba,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      .....  2508 
South  American  Colonies.    (See  Spain.) 
South  Carolina,  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  o(  hold- 
ing the  circuit  court  in,  reported  and  read 

twice 1291 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      -        .        .  2669 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2675 
Mr.  Poinsett  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  in  relation  to  the  struggle 
of  Greece  for  independence,  laid  on  the 
Uble 916 

Spaight,  Richard  D. ,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  survey  of  roads 

and  cansis -  1895 

Spain,  Mr.  Mallary  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  information  in  relation  to  the  de- 
sign of  foreign  Governments  to  aid,  in 
regaining  the  South  American  colonies  •    868 

agreed  to 879 

a  message  in  reply,  referred  ...  986 
Mr.  Clay  submitted  a  similar  resolution  -  1104 
Mr.  C.  requests  that  said  resolution  be  al- 
lowed to  remain  on  the  table  -  -  2763 
Senate  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  9th  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  with  ....  2696 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  2697 
reported  without  amendment     .        •        •  2698 


Page. 
Speaker,  Henry  Clay  elected  -  .  •  .  795 
Spencf ,  John  S.,  of  Maryland*  attended  -  -  797 
Spermaceti  Whale  Fisheries.     (See  New  Bed* 

ford.) 
Standcfer,  James,  of  Tennessee,  attended        »    794 
Sttniford,  Thomas,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  laid  on  the  table     -        -  1905 
referred    .--.-,-  1914 
reported  with  amendments        ...  2464 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2609 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        >  2510 
St.  Anne's  Church.    (See  DetroiL) 
State  Department,  the  Committioe  on  Expendi- 
tures in  the,  appointed  ....     799 
St.  Augustine.     (See  J'ensaeoia,) 
St.  Clair,  General  Arthur,  Mr.  Jenninge*  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  Eliia  Dill,  daughter 
of,  in  behalf  of  herself  and  sisters  -        -     807 
Steely,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  case  of, 

Isid  on  the  table  -        •        .        .        .     943 
Steam  Vessels.    (See  Vessels.) 
St.  Helena  Courthouse,  a  bill  in  relation  to  ti- 
tles and  claims  to  lands  in  Jackson,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        .        .        .   1819 
ordered  to  the  third  reading     ...  8698 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  3709 

Senate  bill  supplementary  to  the  several 
acts  respecting  land  claims  in,  and  Jack- 
son courthouse     .....  2026 
(See  Pre'emptian.) 
Stephenson,  James,  of  Virginia,  attended         •     794 
Sterling,  Ansel,  of  Connecticut*  attended  -        -     793 
Stetson,  A  mass,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of' ^-  1770 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1774 
reported  with  amendments  ...  2001 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2509 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2610 

Stevenson,  Andrew,  of  Virginia,  attended  -  794 
remarks  of,  on  the' bill  for  the  relief  of  Mis. 

Perry 978 

on  the  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  intended 

visit  of  Lafayette  .....  1106 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of  roada 

and  canals -  1390 

remarks  of,  upon  Mr.  Martindale's  speech 

on  the  Tariff  bill  ....  1656,  1667 

Stewart,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  •  797 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of 

roads  and  canals    .....  1246 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -  1600,  1613 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  2271 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  improving  the 

navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 

rivers 2683,  3687 

St.  John's  River,  a  bill  for  opening  a  canal  be- 
tween the  bay  of  St.  Augustine  and,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    -        -        .        .2171 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  S603 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  .        .        •  2602 
St.  Mary's  River.    (See  Charleston.) 
Stock,  a  bill  to  authorise  the  purchase  of  seven 

per  cent,  reported  and  read  twice  -  -  957 
oonsidered  -  -  -  -  .  -  -  1048 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  1053 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1066 
amendments  received  ....  1100 
read  and  concurred  in       -        •        -        -  HOI 
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a  bill  authoriiing  the  creatwn  of,  for  the 
Florida  treaty  awardi,  reported  and  read 
twice     •        -        -        •        -        -        -    967 
conridered         ----.-  2562 
ordered  to  tbe  third  reading       ...  3666 
read  the  third  time,  and  debated         -        •  3669 

passed 2676 

a  bill  to  anthoriie  the  exchange  of,  bearing 
an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  for  that  bear- 
ing interest  of  six  per  cent,  reported  and 
read  twice     -----.  1866 

considered 2706 

ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  3707 
Stoddard,  Ebeneaer.  of  Connecticut,  attended  -  793 
Stone,  John,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

on  the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table         •  1619 
Storehouses,  a  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  deposite 
in,  to  other  goods  besides  wines,  teas  and 
spirits,  reported  and  read  twice 
Slorrs,  Henry  R.  of  New  York,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Brack's  resolution  re 

specting  commerce  with  Oreeco 
speech  of,  on  the  New  York  contested  elec- 
tion        946 

on  the  bill  for  surreys  of  roads  and  canals  1282 
on  the  Massadmsetts  contested  election     •  1832 

Strain,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice       .....  1667 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2600 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2603 
Strong,  James,  of  New  York,  attended    -        -    798 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -        -  21 18 
Stroud,  Joseph.    (See  Carver^  Jonaihan.) 
Supplies,  dtc,  Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for    information  respecting    the 
transportation  of,  and  payment  for  -        -  2333 
agreed  to  nem»  con.  •..-..  2344 
a  message  in  reply  laid  on  the  table  -        -  2606 

Supreme  Court,  Mr.  Trimble  .submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  a  more  speedy  publica- 
tion of  the  decisions  of  the,  agreed  to    -    817 

Mr.  Webster  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing suits  in  the 2541 

read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole 2542 

a  bill  to  alter  tbe  time  of  holding  the  ses- 
sions of  the,  reported     ....  2635 

ordeved  to  the  third  readirig       ...  2646 

read  the  third  time>  and  passed  -        -  2648 

Surgeons  and  Surgeons'  Mates,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afiairs  instructed  to  inquire  as 
to  the  due  apportionment  of  pay  to        •831 

the  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  junior        ....        -    987 

Surveyor's  Office,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a,  in  each  State 
and  Territory 833 

Swan,  Samuel,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  -        •    793 

Sylvester,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  qU 

reported,  and  read  twice        ...  2606 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2617 

Symmes,  John  Cleves,  the  Speaker  presented  a 
memorial  of,  and  Thomas  S.  Hinds,  in 
relation  to  the  occupancy  of  certain  terri- 
tory between  the  Rocky  Mountains  and 
the  Pacific  Oceau,  referred    .        •        .  2152 


-    sm 


-  tS97 


-    7S$ 


Symmes,  John  Cleves— continoed.  Page 

Mr.  €h«iay  submitted  a  reeolatioii  ealfing 
for  information  reepecting  a  township  m 
Symmes's  patent  -        -        -        -        -  fil^ 
agraipd  to  .--.--  2237 

a  message  transmitting  a  report  in  vaply, 

laid  on  the  table    -        .        - 
Mr.  Gaalay  aobmitted  a  resolation 
ing  the  appointment  of  a  trustee  to 
into  efibct  an  act  respecting  the  gnm/t  of  3563 
read  and  referred      -        .        .        .        .  iSSA 
(See  Miami  Purchaee-} 

T. 

Tait,  Charles,  the  Speaker  presented  a  petition 
of  Bdwin  Lewis  praying  an  inquiry  into 
the  official  conduct  of,  laid  on  the  table  -  1S63 

Taliaforro,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended 
Tallow  Chandlers,  Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a 
memorial  of  the,  of  New  York  combatting 
the  New  Bedford  petition  respeefcing  the 
sperm  whale  fishery 

Tanner's  Atlas,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate 
to  furnish  each  American  Minister  and 
Charg6  with  a  copy  of 
read  twice,  and  laid  on  the  table 

Tariff,  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  a  revision  of  the,  referred 
petitions  praying  a  revision  of  the      -     84S,  843, 

886,1063 
petitions  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  14^,  1426 
1487,  1551,  1593,  1628,  1675,1681,  1738, 173» 
Mr.  Tod  submitted  a  comparative  statemeot 

of  the  present        -        -        -        -        -  1684 
Mr.  Hamilton  submitted  a  resolution  for  a 
detailed  revision  of  the  existing,  by  next 
session  --..-- 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table 
(See  Duties  en  Imports.) 
Tattnall,  Edward  F.,  of  Georgia,  attended 
Taylor,  George,  Mr.  Mercer  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  96S 

laid  on  the  Uble 1064 

Taylor,  John  W.,  of  New  Tork,  attended         -    T9S 
remarks  of,  on  declining  to  be  a  candidate 

for  the  Speaker*s  chair  • 
on  a  resolution  respecting  a  delegate  from 
the  District  of  Columbia        ... 

on  the  Tariff  bill 

on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Edwards   - 
Ten  Eyck,  Egbert,  of  New  York,  attended      - 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Cocke  presented  a  resolution  of 
tbe  Legislature  of,  in  relation  to  property 
lost  in  the  Seminole  war,  referred  - 
Mr.  Alexander  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  0^  concerning  lands  for  edu- 
cational purposes  -        -        -        -        • 
laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        -        . 

Tennessee  and  Coosa  Riven,  the  Committee  en 
Roads  and  Canals  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  opening  a  canal 
between         -..---    ^12 

a  report  thereon  laid  on  the  table        -        -  2O0 
Test,  John,  of  Indiana,  attended        -        .        -    7H 

speech  of;  on  the  bill  to  create  stock  for  the 
Florida  Treaty  awards  -        -        .        -  255* 

remarks  of^  on  the  bill  for  a  canal  between 
the  Wabash  and  Miami  rivers        -        -  2585 
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Thomas,  Jobn,  and  CompaDy,  a  bill  for  the  ra» 

lief  of,  reported  and  read  twice  -  •  1042 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2489 
read  the  third  time>  and  paaeed  -        .        •  2491 

Thomas,  Philemon,  the  Committee  of  Waye  and 
Meane  initracted  to  inqaire  into  the  ezpe> 
diency  of  providing  payment  for,  Benja- 
min P.  Thomas  and  Lewis  Craig  -        -  1664 
Thompson,  Philip,  of  Ksntoeky,  attended        •    794 
Thorn  peon,  Wiley,  of  Georgia,  attended  -        -    794 
Thoofi,  Bernard,  a  bill  for  issutng  debentures  to, 

reported  and  read  twice  ...  1064 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       •   -    -        *  2490 
read  the  third  time,  and  paised  ...  2491 

Tod,  John,  of  Pennsylvanis,  attended        -        -    793 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        •        -  1471 

remarks  of,  on  the  same    1498,  1518,  1616,  1626, 

1544,  1546, 1689, 1669,  1691,  1740,1741,  1742, 

1751,  1752»  1868,  2175 
speech  of,  on  the  same      -        -        -        -  2214 
remarks  of,  on  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment      2599 

Tolar,  Robert.     (See  RoberUon,  lea.) 
Tomlinson,  Gideon,  of  Connecticut,  attended  -     793 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill       1483,  1506,  1900 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  a  Message  from  the  Pre- 
sident in  relation  to  the  accounts  of,  re- 
ferred     804 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and  read 

twice 811 

considered         ......    817 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...    825 
read  the  third  time,  and  paised  -        •    828 

a  message  from  the  President  in  relstion  to 

the  claims  of,  referred    -        -        .        •  1906 
a  report  made  in  full         ....  2334 

considered         .».-..  2398 
agreed  to  ......  2400 

another  Mesiage  from  the  President  in  re- 
lation to  the  claims  of,  read    ...  2501 
referred    .---.-.  2503 
a  bill  making  appropriations  to  pay  a  car* 

tain  sum  to,  reported  and  read  twietf      .  2507 
considered         ....  2677, 2685 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2693 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2697 

Top,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

read  twice     ......  2457 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2506 

Townley,  John  F.    (See  Esc/ava,  Don  Miguel) 
Townsend,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  ot,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ....  2675 
Tracy,  Albert  H.,  of  New  York,  attended  .     832 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill       1492,  1495,  1499 

1693 
remarks  of,  on  the  Appropriation  bill  •  1786 

Treasury  Department,  the  Committee  on  Expen- 
ditures in  the,  appointeifl        ...     799 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  an 

estimate  of  appropriations,  referred          -     959 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  a 
printed  copy  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
laid  on  the  table 2606 

Trimble,  David,  of  Kentucky,  attended    -        -     794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins    823 


TrimUe,  David — continued.  Paga^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  opening  certain 

roads  in  Florida    •        .        •        .        .    929* 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Bnchsnan's  resolution 
in  relation  to  a  monument  for  Wash- 
ington   104S 

remarks  of,  on  Ihe  Tariff  bill      1481, 1482, 1494, 

1498,  1519,  1614,  1661 
speech  of,  on  the  occupying  claimant  laws 
of  Kentucky-        .....  2535 
Tucker,  George,  of  Virginia,  attended      -        •    794 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  surveys  of  roads 

and  canals     .....        ^  1332 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -        •        -  2336 
remarks  of,  on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards  -        -        -        -        .        -2450,2453 
speech  of,  on  the  Beaumarehais  Claim       -  2588 
Tucker,  Starling,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -    794 
Tuscaloosa,  a  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to 
the  corporation  of,   reported  and  read 

twice 2616 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  8709 
Tuscarawas  County,  a  bill  providing  for  the  dis- 
position of  three  tracts  of  land  in,  report- 
ed and  read  twice  .....  2026 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2607 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2617 
Tyson,  Jacob,  of  New  York,  attended      -        -     793 

U. 

Udree,  Daniel,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -        -     793 
Unfinished  Business,  the  Committee  on,  ap- 
pointed-       ......  2457 

their  report  made  and  adopted  -        •        .  2487 
the  Clerk  directed  to  prepare  a  list  oi,  and 
to  send  a  copy  to  each  member  by  mail  2766 
United  Brethren,  Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  reso- 
lution calling  for  information  respecting 
the  title  of  the,  to  land  in  Ohio      -        -  1628 

laid  on  the  table 1552 

agreed  to I66I 

a  message  in  reply,  referred       -        .        .  1906 
a  report  made   -   .    •        -        -        .        .  2026 

V. 

Vaccination,  the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial 
of  Dr.  James  Smith  respecting  the  sp- 
pointment  of  a  vaccine  agent,  referred    -  1428 
a  report  made  ......  1739 

a  bill  to  encourage,  reported  and  read  twice  1740 
Vance,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended         ...    794 
remarks  of,  on  a  bill  respecting  costs  in 

suits  by  patentees 908 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill      -        -        -  1696 
Vance,  Robert  B.,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    794 
Vandalia,  Mr.  Cook  submitted  a  resolution  call- 
ing for  information  respecting  the  robbery 
oi  the  lahd  office  at       -        -        -        -    828 

agreed  to 830 

report  in  reply,  referred     -        -        -        -  1165 
a  report  made  ...*..  1550 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  h^n  of  John 

H.  Piatt 1661 

Van  Rensselaer,  Stephen,  of  New  York,  at- 
tended   798 

Van  Syckel,  Elijah,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ....  1551 
Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of         -        -        -  2396 
read  twice  and  referred      ....  2431 
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Van  Syckel,  Elijah — con  tinned.  Page. 

bill  reported  without  amendment        -        >  8464 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2609 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasted-        -        -  2510 

Van  W^ck,  William,  of  New  York,  attended   -    793 

Venable,  Sarah,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 

Jane  Morgan  -  •>  ..  -  -  -  1766 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1769 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1793 
amended,  and  laid  on  the  table  ...  2508 

Yeaeela,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  bounty  to  certain     ...  2172 
a  bill  to  allow  bounty  to,  employed  in  the 

cod  fisheries,  re|)orted  and  read  twice     •  2465 
ordered  to  the  ihiid  reading      ...  2481 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2487 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  exempting, 
employed  in  canals  in   New  York,  from 
the  necessity  of  being  licensed        -        -  2295 
a  report  made  that  it  is  inexpedient  •        -  2464 

concurred  in 2465 

a  bill  to  authorize  masters  of,  to  clesr  out 
at  Petersburg  or  Richmond,  reported  and 

resd  twice 2430 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .  2481 

amendment  received  and  concurred  in      •  2712 
Mr.  Vinton  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  slesm  .....  2670 
agreed  to,  and  referred       ....  2670 
a  report  made,  accompanied  by  a  bill  regu- 
lating steamboats,  read  twice  •        -  2604 

considered 2707 

postponed  until  next  session      ...  2709 
Mr.  Condict  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  disasters  on  steam       ...  2765 
agreed  to 2766 

Vinton,  Samuel  F.,  of  Ohio,  attended        •        -    794 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution   respecting 
steam  Tesaele         .....  2670 
Virginia,  a  bill  to  alter  the  judicial  districU  of, 

reported  and  read  twice  ...  1765 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2676 

a  Mesasge  from  the  President  in  relation  to 

tho  claim  of,  for  certain  advancea,  referred  2295 
the  committee  discharged  and  the  Message 
laid  on  the  table    -        -        •        -        -2317 
Virginia  MiliUry  Land  Warrants.    (See  Ohio.) 

W. 

Wabash  and  Miami  rivers,  a  bill  to  open  a  canal 

between  the,  reported  and  read  -  -  829 
considered  -  .  •  .  2584,  2600, 2603 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2604 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2606 

Wade,  Elisha,  an  adverse  report  on  the  case  of, 

laid  on  the  table 943 

War  Department,  the  Committee  on  Expendi- 
tures in  the,  appointed  ....    799 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  transmit- 
ting a  statement  of  cootracU,  laid  on  the 

table 1343 

Ward  Samuel.     (See  Chandlery  Walter  S.) 
Warfield,  Henry  R.,  of  Maryland,  attended       -     797 
remarks  ol,  on  the  resolutions  in  regard  to 

the  intended  viMt  of  Lafayette  -  •  IIOI 
remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill  ...  1678 
remarks  of,  on  the  adjournment  2649,  2657 


Ptf«. 
Washington,  Mr.  Breck  snbmitted  a  icaulalion 
for  the  purchase  of  Paale'a  portrait  of, 
read      ...        -         -         .        .  ijit 
read  the  second  tine  ....  itss 

referred    .....         .        .  uss 

amendments  reported        -         -         -         -  1^ 

the   Committee    on   Public   Buildioga  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieocy  of 
purchasing  three  of  Capellano*s  basts  of  24M 
a  report  made  and  concurred  in  -         -  2CW 

Washington,  City  of,  Mr.  Mercer  preseoted  the 
petition  of  the  Corporation   of,  praying 
amendments  to  the  act  of  incorporation, 
referred         .        -         _         .         .         .    jig* 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  ad  to  incorpo- 
rate, reported  and  read  twice  -         -  I9€l 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        ...  2S<H 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  >         .  2507 
amendments  received          ....  S71S 

read  and  referred        .....  S71] 

agreement  reported  and  adopted         -         -  37SB 
Mr.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Provident  Association  of  Clerks  in,  pray- 
ing a  modification  of  the  act  incorpormtiog 
said  Association,  referred         ...  1499 
a  select  committee  appointed  to  report  con- 
cerning the  sale  of  lots  in        -         -         -  1739 
a  report  made   ......  S69I 

considered         ......  tW 

concurred  in-         -        -         -         -        -26  li 

Washington  Canal  Company,  a  report  of  the, 

referred  .--...  X4$i 
Wayne.  Isaac,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  -793 
Ways  and  Means,  the  Committee  of,  appoioled  7S6 
Webster,  Daniel,  of  Massachasetts,  attended    •    793 

remarks  of,  on  ofiering  his  reeolataoa  for 
sending  an  Agent  to  Greece  ...    805 

speech  of,  on  the  same      ...  1084,  IIM 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Poinsett's  motiea 
to  defer  the  consideration  of  said  rssola- 
tion 91§ 

on  Mr.  Brack's  resolntton  in  relation  to  con- 
merce  with  Greece  -        -        -        -971 

on  a  bill  concerning  marshals'  fees     -        -    S9I 

on  the  bill  respecting  costs  in  suits  hf  paten- 
tees         894,932,931 

on  a  report  respecting  a  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy --.-.-.    893 

on  submitting  a  resolution  in  relation  to 
bankruptcy    --.-..  27ft* 

on  tbe  Tariff  bill     1695,  1699,  1701,  1867,  1669, 

1888,  1904 

speech  of,  on  the  ssme       ....  2026 

remarks  of,  on  the  Address  of  Ninian  Ed- 
wards   ....  2451,  2473,  2475 

on  the  Occupying  Claimant  lawa  of  Ken- 
tucky     2619 

on  the  adjournment   -        -         2599,  2650,  2656 

Wells,  Bezaleel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o(  reported 

and  read  twice  -  -  -  >  .1214 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  ...  2496 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2506 

W>st  Baton  Rouge.     (See  Baton  Rouge.) 

West  Florida.     (See  Florida.) 

Weymouth,  Dean,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  -  I77f 
read  twice  and  referred  ....  1774 
reported  without  amendments  •  -  >  1693 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ... 
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ejixioath.  Dean— con  tioueU.  Page, 

bill  read  tba  third  time,  and  peieed  •  -  8608 
the  Seoftte  dieagree  to  the  ameadmenta  •  2631 
tho  Hoase  recede  therefrom  ...  263S 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of»  reported  and  read 

twice 2344 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2505 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased ....  2506 
^harton,  8amaei,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, and  read  twice  ....     876 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -        -    931 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -        -    932 
rheat,  the  Committee  on  Commerce  instructed 
to  inqairo  into  the  expediency  of  impos- 
ing a  duty  on  imported  -        -         -        -    831 
^heaton,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      .....     986 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2489 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •  2491 
/heeling.     (See  Road,) 

k^ hippie,  Thomas,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended     793 
ii^hitey  David,  of  Kentuckj,  attended        •        •    794 
^hite,  John,  Mr.  Herrick  presented  the  peti- 
tion of-        - 1787 

l^hite,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 
IViUiam    Davidson,  reported    and  read 

twice 2561 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2699 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...  2700 

Vhite,  Samuel,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of       •  1857 

read  twice,  and  referred     .        .        .        •  1870 

reported  withont  amendment     •        .        -  1873 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...  2713 

V hitman,  Lemuel,  of  Connecticut,  attended    -    793 

A'hittlesey,  Elisha,  of  Ohio,  attended       -        -    794 

Vickliffe,  Charles  A.,  of  Kentucky,  attended    •    794 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs* 

Periy 973 

on  the  Tariff  bill       -        •  1488   1613,  1678 

on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Appropri- 

auon  biU 1949 

apeech  of,  on  the  Occupying  Claimant  laws 

of  Kentucky 2627 

remarks  of,  on  the  adjournment        -        •  2650 

¥idowa  and  Orphana.     (See  Pensions.) 
William,"  a  bill  to  authorize  a  register  for  the 

brig,  reported  and  read  twice  -        -  1322 

considered         .---.-  1344 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2506 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2508 

Williams,  Isaac,  of  New  York,  attended  -        •    793 

A^iiliams,  Jared,  of  Virgmia,  attended      -        -    794 

(See  Contested  Election,) 
Williams,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  •    794 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -         -        •  2 1 00 
iVilliams,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported and  read  twice    ...        -  1502 
ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2497 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2500 

iVilmot,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice      -        -        -        .         .  1567 

ordered  to  the  third  reading      ...  2498 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2500 

Wilson,  Isaac,  of  New  York  attended        -         -     793 

(See  Contested  Election.) 
Wilson,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        -    793 
Wilson,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended       -    794 
WiUon,  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        -    835 
Wilson,  Willtaffl,  of  Ohio,  attended  -        -    794 


Page. 
Wood,  Joseph,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

and  referred  -        -        -         -         -        -  1043 

reported  without  amendment  •  -  -  1064 
ordered  to  the  third  reading  -  -  -2506 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2507 

Wood,  Silas,  of  New  York,  attended        -        -    793 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Daniel  D. 

Tompkins 824 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Brock's  resolution  re- 
specting commerce  with  Greece      -     871,  872 
on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  for  sending  an 

Agent  to  Greece   .        .        -        -        -  1132 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  surveys  of 

roads  and  canals    .        -        .        -        -  1053 
speech  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill        -        -        -  2068' 
Woods,  William,  of  New  York,  attended  -    793 

a  certificate  of  the  election  of,  presented  and 
referred         -.-.--    814 

Woollen  Manufactures,  Mr.  Webster  presented 
a  petition  of  the  manufacturers  of  Massa- 
chusetts, praying  an  additionsl  duty  on 
foreign,  referred  -  -  -  .  .  803 
Mr.  Eddy  preaented  a  similar  petition  from 
Rhode  Island,  referred  .        .        -        -    828 

Wooster,  General  David,  Mr.  Tomlinson  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  calling  for  information 
respecting  monument  to        -        *        - 

agreed  to 

Wright,  John  C,  of  Ohio,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  costs  in 

suits  by  patentees  .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Tariff  bill     -  1502, 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Daniel  D. 

Tompkins     ...--- 

Wyandot  Indians,  a  bill  reserving  a  certain  tract 

of  land  to  the,  reported  and  read  twice   • 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased 

Y. 

Yandes,  Peter,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported 

and  read  twice 1768 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  2500 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  2604 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for 

the  relief  of  Jacob  Schaeffer   .        -        - 

on  admitting  Parmento  Adams  to  a  aeat    - 

on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  for  surreys 

of  roads  and  canals        '        '        '        ' 

on  a  motion  to  recommit  said  bill 

on  its  indefinite  postponement  -        -        - 

on  the  third  reading 


1528 

1551 

794 

909 

1745 

2686 

1792 
2696 


888 
944 

1041 
1463 

1467 
1468 


on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

military  service     -        -        -        -        -1617 

on  amending  the  thirty^first  rule        -        -  1776 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  -        -  1782,  1959 

on  the  Mossacbusets  Contested  Election  -  1855 

on  amendments  to  the  Tsriff  bill   -        -  2235, 

2265,   2257,   2287,   2289,   2290,   2291,   2293, 

2294,  2310,   2311,   2313.   2314,    2316,   2327, 

2328,  2329,  2332,  2337,  2341,  2342,  2343 

on  laying  said  bill  on  the  table  -        -        -  2427 

on  its  final  passage  ...        -        -  2429 

on  Senate  amendments  to  said  bill  2621,  2626, 

2Ca7,  2628,  2633,  2634 
on  agreeing  with  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  .        .        -  2673,  2674 
on  Mr.  Owens'  resolution  respecting  the 
effect  of  the  Tariff  bill    -        1623,1629,1681 
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YeM  tnd  Nays— continaed.  Page. ' 

on  sinking  out  a  certain  appropriation  in 

the  Fortification  bill  -  -  -  -  2463 
on  a  motion  to  recommit  said  bill  -  -  3469 
on  referring  the  joint  resolution  respecting 

the  adjournment  .  -  -  •  .  3470 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  -  -  -  2501 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of  certain 

persons  who  imported  goods  into  Casline  3548 
on  the  postponement  of  the  bill  to  create 

stock  for  the  Florida  Treaty  awards     -  2555 


Teas  and  Nays — continued.  Pip. 

on  the  passage  of  said  bill         *  •  2574 

on  the  psssage  of  the  bill  for  the  imprOTc* 
ment  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  asd 
Mississippi  rivers  -         -  -        -       -  fiH 

on  the  passage  of  the  Post  Office  bill       •  Sl§3 
on  amendments  to  the  bill    for  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins MSi 

on  the  passage  of  saiJ  bill         ...  tfS7 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  fix  tlie  wcot^a 
boundary  of  Arkansas    -         -        •       •  2761 
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Alabama,  an  act  for  the  aarrey  of  pnblie  and 

private  lands  in  the  southern  part  of       -  8300 

an  act  for  the  better  organiiation  of  the 
district  courts  in    -        •>        -        •        •  3302 

an  act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress 

to  certain  acU  of 3218 

A  lezandria,  an  act  to  confer  certain  powers  on 

the  levy  court  of 3247 

an  act  further  to  regulate  the  inspection  of 

flour  in 3273 

American  Manufactures*  a  memorial  from  Penn- 
sylvania praying  the  encouragement  of  -  3172 
Appropriations,  an  act  making,  for  Congress    -  3196 

an  act  making,  for  the  military  service  3200, 3266 

an  act  making,  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment     3204 

an  act  making,  for  tlt^  Navy      .        •        -3214 

an  act  making,  for  fortifications        -        -  3216 
Arkansas,  an  act  to  furnish,  with  an  abstract  of 

military  bounty  lands    ....  8193 

an  act  confirming  certain  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernor  of 3312 

an  act  to  &x  the  western  boundary  line  of  3241 

an  act  concerning  claimants  to  lands  in, 
and  Missouri 3259 

an  act  to  extinguish  the  Quapau  title  to 
lands  in        -----        -  8269 

an  act  respecting  pre-emption  rights  in      -  3275 
Auction  Sales,  a  memorial  from  the  citizens  of 

Baltimore  in  relation  to         -        -        -  3128 

6. 

Baltimore,  a  memorial  from  the  merchants  and 

others  of,  respecting  auction  sales  -        -  3128 
a  memorial  from  citizens  of,  in  relation  to 
the  tariff 3169 

Bankruptcy,  a  memorial  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Philadelphia  respecting  an 
uniform  system  of         -        -        -        -3112 

Baton  Rouge,  an  act  respecting  a  public  lot  at  3259 

Boston,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff  bill  3079 
a  memorial  from,  in  relation  to  the  pros- 
pects, dec,  of  the  Greeks        '        -        -3107 

Burial  Ground,  an  act  for  enclosing  the  Con- 
gressional     - 3218 

C. 

Capitol,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  fur- 
nishing the  rooms  in  the        ...  325 1 


Charleston,  South  Carolina,  a  memorinl  from, 

against  the  Tariff-        >         -        .       .  9175 
an  act  for  the  survey  of  the  harbor  o^  St. 
Mary,  and  the  coaat  of  Florida       -       •  3273 

Clerks,  an  act  to  authorize  the  employment  of 
an  additional  number  of,  in  the  several 
Departments  -        -         -        -       -  3S35 

Cocke,  William,  an  act  to  compensate      -       •  3S^ 
Cod  Fisheries,  an  act  to  allow  boontj  in  oertaia 

cases  to  vessels  employed  in  the     -        -  334i 
Columbia  Institute,  an  act  for  the   benefit  of 

the        -------  3344 

Columbus,  a  resolution  providing  a  place  of  de- 
posite  for  the  portrait  of,  and  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  a  number  of  copies  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  -       •  S79 

Commerce,  a  report  of  the  Committee  of,  re- 
specting commerce  with  Great  Britain  -  3^ 

Congress,  an  act  making  appropriations  for     -  31N 

Connecticut,  a  memorial  from  the  merdiants  o^ 

eonceming  mann^Mtores,  Ac        -       -  31*4 

Cotton  Manufacturers,   a  meraoriai  from  the, 

of  Rhode  Island 3114 


Debt,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned 

for 3115 

an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  persons  imprisoned  for  -        •  3^^^ 

Declaration  of  Independence.     (See  Columbui.) 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of 

holding  the  courts  in  the        -        -        -  3S1^ 
an  act  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  registeri 
of  wills  in  the        -        •        -        -        -  3245 

Donnelson,  John,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  Ste- 
phen Heard,  and  others         ...  4St3 

Duties,  an  act  concerning,  on  tonnage  and  im- 
ports      3193 

an  act  to  amend  the  several  acU  imposing, 
on  imports     -.----  ^^ 

E. 

Edwardsville  and  Springfield,  an  act  to  define 
the  boundary  line  between    - 

F. 
Florida,  an  act  for  the  aettlement  of  private  land 

claima  in       -----       •  ^^^ 
an  act  for  opening  certain  roads  in    -       -  3194 
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an  act  giving  aaaction  to  certain  acta  of  the 

Legislatareof 3213 

an  act  providing  land  for  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment of 3838 

an  act  granting  donatiena  of  land  to  cer- 
tain actual  settleri  in    -        -        •        •  3367 
an  act  for  the  anrvey  of  the  coaet  of  -        •  3373 
Fortifications,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

certain 3316 

French  Bpoliations  copies  of  the  correspon- 
dence called  for  by  Congress  in  relation  to  3936 

G. 

General  Land  Office»an  act  to  authorize  the  em- 
ployment of  certain  assistants  in  the      -  3304 

Government,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of 3304 

Great  Britain,  a  report  respecting  commerce 

vrith 3065 

Greece,  certain  documenta  called  for  by  Con- 
gren  in  relation  to  the  condition  and  pros- 

pecta  of 3917 

a  memorial  from  New  York  respecting  the 

independence  of 8106 

a  memorial  from  Boston  in  relation  to  the 
prospecta  of 3107 

Gregory,  Lieutenant  Francis,  an  act  rewarding 
the  officers  and  crews  of  two  boats  under 
the  command  of 3317 

H. 

Heard,  Stephen,  an  act  for  the  relief  of    -        •  3343 
Hogan,  John  B.,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  for  the 

relief  of 3317 

I. 

Illinois,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 

District  Court  in 3313 

Indian  Treaties,  an  act  to  enable  the  President 

to  hold  treaties  with  certain  Indians        -  3338 
an  act  for  carrying  into  effect  certain        -  3371 

J. 

Johnson,  John  T.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of         -  3940 
Jones,  George,  and  others,  a  memorial  of,  against 

any  alteration  of  the  Tariff    ...  3166 

K. 

Kentucky,  an  act  to  change  the  terms  of  the 

District  Court  in 3304 

an  act  to  change  the  terms  of  the  Circuit 
and  District  Gourta  in   -        •        -        -  3313 

L. 

Land  Claims,  an  act  concerning,  in  Florida     -  3198 
an  act  concerning,  in   Missouri  and  At- 
kansu 3369 

Land  Offices,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act 

to  provide  for  the  correction  of  errors  in  3339 
an  act  to  establish  one  in  Missouri    -        -  3366 

Lands,  an  act  changing  the  mode  of  surveying, 

on  any  river,  bayou,  or  water  course      -  3333 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  sale  of,  conveyed 
to  the  United  States  in  certain  cases      -  3374 

Lafayette,  a  resolution  in  relation  to  an  in- 
tended visit  of  the  Marquis  de       -        -  3379 

Library  of  Congress,  an  act  making  an  appropri- 
ation  for  the  use  of  the,  and  for  furnish- 
ing the  rooms  in  the  Capitol  -        -  3361 

Lighthouses,  Beacons,  dbc,  an  act  to  authorize 

the  building  of  certain    -        -        •        -  3364 
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-  3363 


3371 


3348 


Louisiana,  an  act  snpplementaTy  to  the  act  eon 

cemiog  lands  in,  lying  between  the  Rio 

Hondo  and  Sabine  rivers 
an  act  to  regulate  the  mode  of  practice  in 

the  courto  of         -        -        -        •        - 
Ludlow's  and  Roberts'  lines,  an  act  respecting. 

lands  between 

M. 

Manufactures,  a  memorial  from  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Society  for  the  encouragement  of     -  3173 

Marshals  Clerks,  dec,  an  act  to  repeal  in  part 

an  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of      -  3301 

Maryland,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 

the  Circuit  Court  for  the  fourth  circuit  in  3373 

Memphis,  an  act  making  a  road  from,  to.  Little 

Rock -        -  319& 

Miami,  an  act  to  authorise  the  opening  of  r  road 

'  from,  to  Detroit    -        •        -        -        -  9361 

Miami  river.    (9et  Wabath.) 

Michael,  John,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of         ....--,..  31^7 

Military  Land  Warrante,  an  act  to  complete  the 

issue  and  location  of     -        -        -        -  824^*^ 

Bfilitary  Service^  an  act  making  appropriations 

for  the -        -  320C 

an  act  making  further  appropriations  for  the  32  O^ 

Miller,  James,  an  act  confirming  certain  acto  of  32  X  S 

Mississippi  River,  an  act  to  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Ohio  and      -        -        -        -32^7 

Missouri,  an  act  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the 

District  Court  in 32 17 

an  act  to  enable  elaimante  to  lands  in,  and 

Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  -  -  3269 
an  act  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in  3265 
an  act  to  complete  the  southern  and  western 

boundary  of 8268 

an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  set- 
tlement of  claims  to  lands  in  -        -        -  3369 

Mobile,  an  act  granting  certain  loto  to  the  cor- 
poration of 3368 

N. 

Nantucket.    (See  Pensaeola,) 

Naturalization,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to 

establish  an  uniform  rule  of  -        -        -  3337 

Navy,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the      -  3314 

New  Haven,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff 

bill 3160 

New  York,  a  memorial  from,  against  the  Tariff 

bill 3093 

a  memorial  from,  respecting  the  independ- 
ence of  Greece 3106 

O. 

Officers  of  Congress,  an  act  to  &x  the  compensa- 
tion of  3197 

Ohio,  a  memorial  and  resolution  from  the  Legis- 
lature of,  respecting  lands  reserved  for 

schools 3166 

an  act  to  change  one  of  the  terms  of  the 
Circuit  Court  in 3313 

Ohio  and  Misaissippi  Rivers,  an  act  to  improve 

the  navigation  of  the      -        -        -        -  3337 

Osage  Indians,  an  act  to  provide  an  agent  for 

the 3330 

P. 
Pensaeola,  an  act  to  allow  a  salary  to  the  col- 
lectors of  Nantucket  and,  and  to  abolish 
the  office  of  surveyor  at  ...  3349 
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